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North Brookfield 
launches Opioid 

Task Force 
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield is launch-
ing an Opiod Task Force to guide the use of money obtained 
through the national opioid litigation settlement.

The town’s Board of Selectmen discussed the formation 
of the Task Force on Oct. 6 where Chair Jamie Gilman 
noted that several stakeholders in town were invited to the 
table to launch the group. The Task Force will help deter-
mine how to best use the settlement money which is under 
the charge of the town’s Board of Health.

Gilman said a recent meeting of these stakeholders result-
ed in positive traction for how North Brookfield plans to 
proceed.

“We had a good discussion. I learned a lot about opioid 
addiction and what it means to North Brookfield,” Gilman 
told his fellow selectmen. “The discussion was to kind of 
kick off how we put together the town’s recommendations 
for how to spend that money, staying within the seven 
strategies.” 

The seven strategies are guidance points for how the 
money should be used to best tackle opioid abuse in their 
community. 

In addition to the Board of Selectmen and Board of 
Health, local EMS, the school district, the library, and others 
are involved in the task force, each with their own ideas of 
how to utilize the funds but all targeting the same goal of 
providing resources to help reduce opioid abuse. Gilman 
said he was impressed by the involvement of some of these 
stakeholders, especially the library.

There is also an intertown agreement that Gilman said 
looks to tackle opioid abuse on a larger scale.

“There is an agreement amongst the eight communities 
within our region that we would be contributing to a study 
that would help fill in that data landscape so that it some-
what identifies what the situation is, what the needs may be, 
and some suggestions based off that,” Gilman said. 

He admitted that he was skeptical about this study at first, 
but after gaining a new understanding of opioid abuse from 
his meeting with the Tak Force, he felt it was a good idea 
for the town and the region.

The Opioid Task Force has only just begun its work, but 
its members are eager to get things off the ground. With 
both local and regional goals in mind, only time will tell 
what priorities and programs will arise from this new effort 
to tackle the large-scale struggle that is opioid abuse pre-
vention.

Curriculum, 
Community, and 

Connection Night 
held at Leicester 

Elementary School

LEICESTER — Leicester Elementary School recent-
ly welcomed students and their families for Curriculum, 
Community, and Connection Night, an evening filled 
with learning, laughter, and community spirit!

Students and their families embarked on a treasure 
hunt throughout the school, making connections with 

Spencer Fire and 
EMS seek union 

recognition
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — Members of the Spencer Fire Department 
are seeking official recognition as a union citing their grow-
ing staff and hazards of the job in their discussion with the 
Board of Selectmen on Oct. 13.

The request is not rooted in any controversy, but rather an 
attempt by employees to join under one voice to represent 
them when negotiating with the town. Firefighter Brandon 
Muller represented the fire and EMS staff while Rob Green, 
a District Field Service Representative for the International 
Association of Fire Fighters, served as a complimenting 
voice for the cause.

Muller said all members of the EMS and eight of nine 
members of the fire department have signed cards express-
ing their desire to unionize. Their request is for voluntary 
recognition from the Board of Selectmen which would 

REGION — Thousands 
of pounds of fresh, organ-
ic produce grown at the 
Worcester County Sheriff’s 
Office have been distribut-
ed to food pantries, senior 
centers, community refrig-

erators, and other charita-
ble organizations through-
out Worcester County this 
growing season.

  Amongst dozens of 
other stops through-
out Worcester County, 

the WCSO Community 
Outreach teams visited 
many senior centers, includ-
ing the West Brookfield, 
East  Brookfield, and 
Sturbridge Senior Centers.

  “Every delivery rep-

resents fresh produce 
going directly to an orga-
nization serving people in 
Worcester County,” said 
Worcester County Sheriff 
Lew Evangelidis. “At the 

Courtesy

WCSO Community Staff deliver fresh organic produce to the East 
Brookfield Senior Center.
WCSO Community Staff deliver fresh organic produce to the 
West Brookfield Senior Center.

Sheriff’s Office delivers fresh produce to local communities

Recipients include West Brookfield and East Brookfield Senior Centers

Turn To LEICESTER page  A10

Turn To RECOGNITION page  A10 Turn To PRODUCE page  A10
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SPENCER — For the 
sixth consecutive year, the 
Exchange Club of Spencer 
will in November announce 
the recipients of their 18 
Under 18 awards to those 
under the age of 18 who 
reside in the towns Spencer 
or East Brookfield. The 
Exchange Club member-
ship has annually been 
made aware of young men 
and women whose impact 
on their communities may 
have gone unnoticed. They 
are not necessarily the high-
est academic achievers, star 
athlete or the most popular 
among their peers. They are 
those unassuming young 
adults who demonstrate 
attributes of leadership, 

passion, a caring and sup-
portive nature, selflessness 
and citizenship. They are 
making a difference to oth-
ers and their communities.

 
The Exchange Club has 

acknowledged and award-
ed nearly 100 young adults 
with the 18 Under 18 award 
over the past five years 
who were nominated by 
their teachers, employers, 
school counselors or others 
who felt they made a differ-
ence in their communities. 
Award recipients were rec-
ognized with citations and 
presented with monetary 
awards. This year’s award 
ceremony will be held 
during a Worcester Railers 

game at the DCU Center in 
Worcester on Sunday, Nov. 
22. 

The Exchange Club 
membership is purposefully 
invested in the present and 
future of the Spencer and 
East Brookfield communi-
ties. They wish to highlight 
t h e 

innate talents that our youth 
exhibit unselfishly every 
day in what sometimes 
seems like the simplest of 
actions of caring and the 
ability to relate to others. 
They believe that curios-
ity, analytical thinking, 
dependability and a strong 

work ethic make the great-
est difference where we all 
live, work and play. The 
club’s vision of the future 
is that these young men 
and women will carry on 
the Exchange’s mission of 
“Unity for Service.”

Application and nomina-

tion forms may be accessed 
on the Facebook pages of 
the Spencer Exchange Club, 
Spencer Bulletin Board or 
atwww.spencerexchange-
club.org. Sponsorship 
forms may also be accessed 
at those locations.

BROOKFIELD —  The Friends 
of the Merrick Public Library and 
The Friends of Brookfield will 
present “New England’s Hidden 
Landscapes: Acknowledging and 
Incorporating Our Indigenous 
Cultures” on Saturday, Nov. 14 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the sanctuary 
of the Brookfield Congregational 
Church, 8 Common St., Brookfield. 
The program is free and open to the 
public. It is the latest in the Robert 
Wilder Memorial Presentation 
series, begun in 2023.

	 The program features two 
new films by T.W. (Ted) Timreck, 
a Peabody Award–winning docu-
mentary filmmaker known for his 
biographies of Thomas Eakins, the 
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 
Frederick Law Olmsted (designer 
of New York’s Central Park), and 
the composer Charles Ives, among 
many others, including a series of 
contemporary interviews for the 
Kennedy Center. Timreck’s films 
have been featured on PBS and 
other networks around the globe. In 
addition to his work in biographical 
films, Timreck is known for his 
anthropological documentaries on 
prehistoric civilizations in North 
America, including the widely 
viewed “The Mystery of the Lost 
Red Paint People,” a special on 
the Viking explorations to North 
America produced for NOVA, 
and the current series “Hidden 

Landscapes.” Timreck has been 
affiliated with the Smithsonian for 
more than four decades and is a 
Research Associate of its Arctic 
Studies Center.

	 The first film, the hour-
long “Acton,” premieres in Acton, 
Massachusetts, on Tuesday, Nov. 
10, 2026, sponsored there by the 
Friends of Pine Hawk. The film 
continues Timreck’s “Hidden 
Landscapes” series and highlights 
new developments in the discov-
ery of Native American ceremo-
nial landscapes in the Northeast. 
Collaborating with archaeologists 
and tribal representatives, Timreck 
presents multiple lines of evidence 
for early migrations; stone prayers, 
structures and markers; and astro-
nomical and cultural sophistication, 
suggesting that New England’s 
Indigenous cultures are far older 
and more complex than popular-
ly believed. Rather than offering 
definitive conclusions, the film 
points to promising direc-
tions for further investiga-
tion.

	 In the second film, 
the 20-minute “Crossroads 
New Lebanon,” Timreck, 
recently appointed Town 
Historian of New Lebanon, 
N.Y., proposes a vision for the 
town’s economic future built 
on its heritage of Indigenous 
knowledge and culture.

	 This memorial series 
honors the work and memory of 
Robert (Bob) Wilder (1933–2015), 
a Brookfield resident, author, his-
torian, cartographer, Old Sturbridge 
Village interpreter, U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran and, for twenty-five 
years, an aerospace engineer. 

“Bob Wilder’s dedication to 
studying and teaching history 
inspired many of us to continue his 
work. He worried history would 
be forgotten,” said Dan Hamilton, 
actor and Emmy-winning direc-
tor, who helps present the series. 
“We hope these presentations will 
remind us of Brookfield’s place 
in early America, and of its sig-
nificance as home to Native peo-
ple who have lived here for thou-
sands of years. I think the Town 
of Brookfield, which is also facing 
questions of how best to honor its 
own Indigenous sites and cultures, 
could profit from the examples 
shown in these films.”
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$275,000, 11 Lincoln St, The Roman 

Catholic Bishop, to Emmanuel Orthodox 
Church.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$315,000, 183 W Sturbridge Rd, 

Londergan Stephen E Est, and Racine, 
Melissa, to Guinard, Felicia.

LEICESTER
$542,500, 310 River St, Filliau, Cheryl 

L, and Pineo, Lisa M, to Cyr, Melinda.
$535,000, 10 Wesley Dr, Morton, 

Jason, and Morton, Jennifer, to Winkler, 
Cynthia, and Feltman, Christopher L.

$325,000, 30 Second St, Firmin, 
Anthony, to Qualey, Ryan.

$240,000, 31 Winslow Ave, Batstone 
Ft, and Batstone, Geoffrey J, to Envision 
Realtyllc.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$365,000, 130 Summer St, Lajoie 

Jr, Richard, and Lajoie, Alexandra, to 
Loftus, William, and Papp, Katherine.

$219,900, 21 Guyot St, Bho Realty 
LLC, to Schlegel, Wayne.

$120,000, 9-B Bell Rd, Cote, Robert, 
to Richard, Kathleen.

 SPENCER
$675,000, 30 Roys Dr, Floss Ft, and 

Floss, Peter, to Prokop, Jan, and Prokop, 
Lorena.

$425,000, 16 Smithville Rd, Driven 
Realty LLC, to Laracuente, Luis Toro, 
and Fulgenclo, Jose Toro.

$350,000, 9 Wood Ln, Mcneil, Jo 
Anne, and Costgliola, Thomas J, to 
Mckenzie, Jennifer Lynn.

WARREN
$987,000, 1139 Southbridge Rd, 

Giguere Martha E Est, and Giguere, 
Monique T, to Giguere Leandre W Est, 
and Giguere, Monique T.

$565,000, 845 Town Farm Rd, The 
Assistant Presidentst, to Schumcher, 
Margot C.

$565,000, 845 Town Farm Rd, The 
Assistant Presidentos, to Schumacher, 
Margot C.

$450,000, 2301 Southbridge St, Vaill, 
Milton, to Wall, James F.

$410,000, 59 High St, Then, Juan 
Ramon, to Piecheota, Caroline, and 
Piecheota, Francis Stephe.

$365,000, 23 Southbridge Rd, Laska 
Phillomena J Est, and Plankey, Nancy, to 
A J Realty Group LLC.

$55,000, 22 South Rd, Plankey, Nancy, 
to A J Realty Group LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$560,000, 5 White Birch Rd, Pagan, 

Irismar, to Firmin, Cindy.
$115,000, 9 Kimball Ct, Poole, 

William S, to Blais, Sally C.

Spencer Exchange Club to present 18 Under 18 
Youth Leadership awards

Brookfield groups present 
new films on New England 

Indigenous cultures

North Brookfield Senior Center 
to host second annual Night of 

Entertainment Nov. 7
NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Friends of the North Brookfield 

Council on Aging will present their second annual Night of 
Entertainment on Saturday, Nov. 7, offering an evening of comedy, 
magic and musical nostalgia at the North Brookfield Senior Center.

The event will run from 6 to 8:30 p.m., and feature performances 
by comedian and magician Phil Volonino and Elvis Presley tribute 
artist Robert Black.

Volonino will entertain guests with a combination of comedy and 
magic, while Black will bring the music and showmanship of the 
King of Rock ‘n’ Roll to the stage with his tribute to Elvis Presley.

The evening is designed to bring community members together 
for a night of entertainment and socializing while supporting the 
Friends of the North Brookfield Council on Aging.

Light refreshments will be served during the event.
Tickets are $10 per person and may be purchased at the North 

Brookfield Senior Center. Space is limited, and those interested in 
attending are encouraged to purchase tickets in advance.

Now in its second year, the Night of Entertainment provides 
another opportunity for residents to gather at the Senior Center and 
enjoy live performances in a welcoming community setting.

The event is presented by the Friends of the North Brookfield 
Council on Aging, an organization dedicated to supporting the 
local senior community.

For tickets or additional information, residents may visit the 
North Brookfield Senior Center.
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Take your puzzle game to the next 
level at Leicester Public Library
LEICESTER — Calling all jigsaw puzzle enthusiasts -- take your puzzle game to the next level. Grab a few 

friends or family  members and see if you can complete a jigsaw puzzle faster than your friends and neigh-
bors. Each team will receive the same 500-piece puzzle provided by the library. 

The team that finishes first or completes the most before time is called wins! If you don’t have a team, email 
the library at library@leicesterlibrary.org and ask if there is room on the library team. Adults, teens, and fami-
lies with children aged 8+ are welcome to participate. Registration is required- only one person from each team 
should register. Teams can have up to four members. Register through the calendar at www.leicesterlibrary.org. 

Upcoming Puzzle Races are Thursday evenings, Oct. 22, Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St.

SPENCER — The Richard Sugden 
Library invites widows to an informal 
conversational group. 

“Every ending has a beginning.” “He’s 
in a better place.” We’ve heard it all. 
But, we have experienced a loss that 
was unique, equal to no other. We’ve 
also experienced love like no other. The 
Widows Group (WG) intends to build a 
community of love, support, patience, and 
understanding. 

Please join us Wednesdays (the first 
and third of each month) beginning Sept. 
2 from 1 - 2 p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-
a-time. September get-togethers will be 
Sept. 2 and 16  at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer.

A  Haunted Story Swap will be held 
at the Richard Sugden Library on Sept. 
10 from 6 – 7:30 p.m.   Share your eerie 
experience.   We’re gathering a record 

of otherworldly experiences that  have 
occurred in Spencer and want to hear 
from you!   Our main goal is to collect 
cemetery-based accounts, but other stories 
will also be noted afterwards.  Please join 
us for this exchange of tales  of  trepida-
tion and haunted happenings!   Sponsor: 
Spencer Historical Commission and host-
ed by Prof. Garret D. Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with Wendy O’Leary 
at the Richard Sugden Library, Spencer. 
Adult Happiness Club kicks off Sept. 17 
from 1-2 p.m.   Monthly schedule: Oct. 
29, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, 
March 18, April 15, May 13,and June 17.  
The in-person group will have an option-
al activity following the session from 
2-2:30 p.m. Sign up with Wendy O’Leary 
at  woleary25@gmail.com.  Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in the 21st 

Century will be held at the Richard 
Sugden Library on Thursday, Sept. 17 
from 6 – 7 p.m.   Music is an essential 
part of connection.   Derek Piotr, folklor-
ist, performer, and composer shares his 
Fieldwork Archive, featuring more than 
2,000 recordings of “non-singers” poems, 
hymns & songs.  Sponsor: Friends of the 
Library.

Sound Healing experience at the Richard 
Sugden Library, Spencer.   Immerse your-
self in therapeutic sounds that calm the 
mind, heal the body, and uplift the spirit.  
Adults are invited to join us as Allison, 
from Friendly Ass Farm, leads this time 
of relaxation.   Join us on Sept. 23  from 
6-7 p.m.  Tune into wellness. Vibrate with 
Harmony.  Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

SPENCER —  Spencer residents will 
have several important civic dates to keep 
in mind this fall, with in-person early vot-
ing beginning in October, the state election 
scheduled for Nov. 3 and a Special Town 
Meeting following two days later.

The Town of Spencer has announced that 
in-person early voting for the 2026 state 
election will begin Saturday, Oct. 17, and 
continue through Thursday, Oct. 29.

Early voting will take place at Spencer 
Town Hall, 157 Main St. The hours will 
vary during the early voting period, and res-
idents are encouraged to consult the town’s 
website for the complete schedule before 
heading to Town Hall.

The early voting period gives registered 

voters an opportunity to cast their ballots 
before Election Day rather than visiting the 
polls Nov. 3.

Election Day itself is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 3. Spencer voters will cast 
ballots in the Great Hall at Town Hall, with 
polls scheduled to be open from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

Town officials are encouraging eligible 
residents to participate in the election.

The November election will be fol-
lowed closely by another important date on 
Spencer’s municipal calendar.

The town will hold a Special Town 
Meeting on Thursday, Nov. 5, beginning at 
7 p.m. Town Meeting provides registered 
voters with the opportunity to consider and 

vote on municipal matters placed on the 
meeting warrant.

Additional information about the Special 
Town Meeting, including the warrant and 
matters scheduled for consideration, is 
expected to be available through the town 
as the meeting approaches.

The Town Clerk’s Office oversees elec-
tion and voter records in Spencer. Town 
Clerk Sandra Fritze’s office is located at 
Town Hall and can be reached at 508-
885-7500, ext. 150. Regular Town Clerk’s 
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. 
to noon Thursday.

Residents seeking the latest election 
information, including the complete sched-

ule of early voting hours, should check the 
town’s website as the dates approach.

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

j j j j j j

Joshua, who likes to be called 
Josh, is a friendly, active, out-
going, and talkative young boy 
with a great sense of humor. He 
loves to tell stories, make oth-
ers laugh, and connect with the 
people around him. Josh is also 
very helpful and enjoys being 
given jobs or responsibilities be-
cause he likes knowing that he 
can contribute and be helpful to 
others. He is thoughtful toward 
others and even makes a point 
of waving goodbye to each of 
his teachers when he leaves 
school each day. Josh enjoys 
encouragement and does well 
when he is given opportunities 
to participate and be involved. 
He forms bonds quickly and en-

joys spending time with others. Josh is an active kid who loves playing video 
games, jumping on his trampoline, and swimming. He also enjoys playing 
sports, especially soccer and basketball. Josh has participated in a soccer 
league and is currently signed up to play on a basketball team. Josh has 
a fun-loving personality and enjoys keeping those around him smiling and 
laughing. He has plans for his future and dreams of becoming a police of-
ficer someday. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21191377413 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Joshua 
Age 14 

Registration #8744 

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
MEET GINGERBREAD!  
This sweet older guy came to us 
when his previous owner could 
no longer care for him. He is a 
friendly boy, and a staff favor-
ite! He has gotten along with 
other respectful cats and dogs 
in the past, so may be ok living 
with one again. Shortly after he 
came into our care he was diagnosed with diabetes. 
Fortunately, he is currently in remission which means 
he does not currently need insulin injections but he 
does need to stay on a consistent diet. He was also 
diagnosed with a heart murmur that will need to be 
monitored every 6 months by a vet. Gingerbread is 
currently in a foster home, but if you would like to 
meet him give us a call at 508-867-5525 to schedule 
an appointment

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

HYDRANT FLUSHING
TOWN OF SPENCER

The Town of Spencer Water 
Department will be flushing 
fire hydrants throughout 
the  eastern part of the 
distribution system starting 
October 13th thru October 30th 2026. 
Flushing removes sediment from the 
water mains to help maintain water 
quality. When the Water Department 
staff is in the immediate area, residents 
could experience loss of pressure 
and short periods of rusty water. We 
are sorry for any inconvenience this 
may cause. A daily list of the flushing 
locations will be posted on the Spencer 
town website  www.spencerma.gov each 
day by 8:00AM (click on Departments, 
then click Water Department, then click 
Hydrant Flushing 2026). If you have 
any concerns, please feel free to contact 
the Spencer Water Department office at 
508-885-7525. Thank you.

Town of Spencer
is seeking private snow plowers

for the 2026-2027 
Winter Season.

If interested, please contact the 
Office of Utilities and Facilities,

 3 Old Meadow Road, 
Spencer, MA

Monday-Thursday 8:00am – 
5:00pm, call 508-885-7515

or on the Town website
 www.spencerma.gov 

Applications should be 
submitted as soon as possible.

The Town of Spencer is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Spencer announces early voting, state election 
and Special Town Meeting dates

Richard Sugden Library offers support 
group for widows
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Every fall, an email lands in Maya’s 
inbox announcing open enrollment. And 
every year, she quickly clicks “renew” and 
moves on.

Open enrollment is when you choose 
your medical and other workplace benefits 

for the coming year. Most companies hold 
it in the fall. Once it closes, you usually 
can’t make changes unless there’s a major 
life event, like marriage, divorce, or a new 
child.

This year’s decisions may carry more 
weight than usual. Many workers are facing 
higher health care costs, making it espe-
cially important to understand what you’re 
paying for and what protection you’re 
receiving in return.

It’s tempting to renew last year’s choices, 
but you owe your future-self more. Your 
employer’s plans, providers, or costs may 
have changed, and your life might look 
different from a year ago, perhaps with a 
new dependent or new medical needs. A 
fresh look helps ensure your benefits match 
your life.

Compare health plans.  Employers often 
offer more than one health, dental or vision 
option. Rather than simply glancing at the 
monthly premium, look at the total poten-
tial cost of each plan, including deductibles, 
copays, coinsurance, and out-of-pocket 
maximums.

Check whether your doctors are in net-
work, your prescriptions are covered and 
what you’d pay out of pocket for visits and 
medications. If you and your spouse both 
have coverage, compare the plans. Some 
employers charge a fee if you enroll a part-
ner who has their own workplace coverage.

Check your life insurance. Many employ-
ers provide basic coverage, often one or 
two times your salary, with the option to 
buy more. If your family has grown or 
your responsibilities increased, make sure 
that amount still fits your needs. If you›ve 
maxed out employer coverage, consider 
supplementing it with an individual policy.

Consider disability coverage. Short-term 
disability coverage, along with paid sick 
leave and emergency savings, should help 
bridge income gaps for up to six months 
during recovery from surgery, illness, or 
childbirth. Long-term disability insurance 
should protect you if you can›t work for 
an extended period, up to age 65. Ideally, 
it should replace up to 100 percent of your 
after-tax income.

Look for tax-friendly accounts. Flexible 
spending accounts (FSAs) and health sav-
ings accounts (HSAs) let you use pretax 
dollars for eligible medical expenses. If you 
have dependents, ask about a dependent 
care FSA to pay for care costs. Remember 
that FSAs are use-it-or-lose-it, so contrib-
ute only what you expect to spend. HSAs, 
available with high-deductible plans, allow 
unused funds to roll over and can help sup-
plement retirement savings.

Consider your retirement plan.  While 
your retirement plan usually isn›t part of 
open enrollment, this is a good time to 
revisit it. Make sure that, at a minimum, 
you›re contributing enough to earn any 
employer›s match.

Back to Maya. This year, she sets aside 
an hour, pours a cup of coffee and reads her 
options. She’s adding more life insurance 
and increasing her HSA contribution. Open 
enrollment may never be thrilling, but time 
spent now can mean a more confident year 
for you and the people who count on you.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

How to 
make the 

most of open 
enrollment 
this year

A community response to a crisis that 
touches every town

The opioid epidemic has left its mark 
on communities across Massachusetts, and 
small towns have certainly not been spared. 
Behind the statistics are families struggling 
to help loved ones, emergency responders 
confronting the consequences of addic-
tion, and individuals working to rebuild 
their lives. Addressing such a complicated 
problem requires more than funding. It 
requires cooperation, understanding and a 
willingness to recognize that addiction is a 
community concern.

That is why North Brookfield’s decision 
to establish an Opioid Task Force represents 
a meaningful step forward.

The town has received funding through 
the national opioid litigation settlement, 
money intended to help communities 
address the damage caused by the opioid 
crisis. While those funds cannot undo the 
suffering experienced by individuals and 
families, they offer an opportunity to invest 
in prevention, treatment, education and 
recovery.

The challenge now is determining how to 
put that money to work where it will make 
the greatest difference.

During the Oct. 6 Board of Selectmen 
meeting, Chairman Jamie Gilman described 
an encouraging initial discussion among 
representatives of several town organiza-
tions. The Board of Health, emergency 
medical services, school district, library 
and other stakeholders have been brought 
together to consider how the settlement 
money might best serve North Brookfield.

That broad participation is particularly 
important.

Opioid addiction does not exist in isola-
tion, and neither should efforts to combat 
it. Schools may recognize opportunities for 
prevention and education. Emergency med-
ical personnel understand the immediate 
dangers associated with overdoses. Public 
health officials can identify resources and 
approaches to treatment. Libraries, often 
overlooked in discussions about public 
health, serve as accessible community cen-
ters where residents can find information 
and connect with assistance.

Each perspective offers something 
valuable, and bringing those perspectives 
together increases the likelihood that the 
town will develop a thoughtful, effective 
strategy.

Equally encouraging is Gilman’s 
acknowledgment that his understanding of 
the problem evolved through conversa-
tions with those involved. He admitted 
that he initially questioned the value of a 
proposed regional study examining opi-
oid-related needs across eight communities. 
After learning more about the challenges 
involved, however, he came to recognize 
the potential benefits.

That willingness to listen and reconsider 
is an important quality in public leadership.

Too often, discussions surrounding 
addiction become entangled in assump-
tions about personal responsibility, criminal 
behavior or the effectiveness of treatment 
programs. Those debates can distract from 
the practical question facing communities: 
What can be done to prevent addiction, 
reduce overdoses and help people find last-
ing recovery?

North Brookfield’s task force has an 
opportunity to approach that question with 
open minds and reliable information.

The proposed regional study could prove 
especially valuable. Smaller communities 
may lack the resources or data needed 
to identify patterns and service gaps on 
their own. By cooperating with neighbor-
ing towns, North Brookfield can gain a 
clearer picture of the challenges affecting 
the region and potentially identify solutions 
that would be difficult to implement inde-
pendently.

Still, gathering information must eventu-
ally lead to action.

As the task force develops its recommen-
dations, transparency and measurable goals 
should remain priorities. Residents deserve 
to understand how settlement dollars are 
allocated, what programs receive support 
and how the town intends to evaluate their 
effectiveness.

There should also be opportunities for 
people directly affected by addiction, 
including individuals in recovery and fami-
ly members who have experienced its con-
sequences, to contribute their perspectives. 
Their experiences can reveal needs that 
statistics alone might overlook.

Perhaps most importantly, the task force 
should help reinforce the understanding 
that seeking assistance for addiction is 
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To the Editor:
I just read a post from the fearless leader, 

claiming a 1,775 IQ. I think he missed the 
decimal point (17 and three quarters). 

I really thought we would be done with 
this guy after watching his covid briefings, 
but he is really outdoing himself these 
days. He is asking those who elected him, 
to pretend he is on the ballot. It would 
be foolish to think he isn’t because those 
who have enabled him are.   He just held 
a rally, where he had previously drawn 
30,000, but got only 3,000.  At some point, 
even his most ardent fans, buy gas, food , 
healthcare and utilities, so realize promises 
were broken. Of particular note, is his plan 
to put boots on the ground in Iran after the 
election. His real boy puppet Mikey, shut 
down congress, to avoid the impeachment 
vote on Kegs breath, know the votes are 
there for removal.

His promises of eliminating deficits, no 
never ending middle east wars, lower costs 
across the board and too much winning, 
have given way to mindless rants threats 
and announcing illegal acts in advance 
thinking that makes them legal. I would 
fear him having the nuclear codes after 
hearing suggest using them on weather 
systems. It is clear that he stays up all night 
posting foolish things, explaining why he 

sleeps through his daytime tasks (except 
golf). He is now flying his Qatari palace 
to campaign stops, costing three times as 
much to fly as the former AF #1, and using 
taxpayer dollars for his WH information 
network, the information being campaign 
ads.

Millions for golf, billions for war, vanity 
projects only he wants, all while his fam-
ily grifting increased the debt  66 percent, 
and his net worth 300 percent.   Martha 
Stewart has to be scratching her head at 
stock purchases today, massive govern-
ment contracts tomorrow. In addition, they 
have confirmed how quickly classified info 
gets to Putin. He is already assisting Iran 
targeting us, and I still have not heard the 
official announcement that all of our mid-
dle east bases were destroyed (more billion 
and deaths), and it is costing us bigly to 
appease the nations that had them. Pure 
logic explains why our NATO allies never 
consulted, have no interest in joining the 
target list.

I am told that Elon is purging the voter 
lists. I hope that as soon as a valid voter 
is erased, we lock him up.  He has already 
said he got us Trump. If there is not a blue 
wave, there will be blood.  Make America 
great again, vote blue.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Brilliant

To the Editor:
While there are nine state questions on 

the election ballot, there is a 10th question 
for residents of Leicester.  Voters will 
decide whether or not to renovate the cur-
rent Leicester High School also known as 
the former Becker College campus by debt 
exclusion.  A debt exclusion is different 
from a tax override because it is temporary.  
In other words, once the borrowed money 
is paid back, the tax increase goes away.

The Leicester School Building 
Committee has been working on 
this project for the past several years.  
Terva Corporation is the project manag-
er, Raymond Design Associates is the 
architect and Commodore Builders is the 
Construction Management firm.  To date, 
Leicester has already invested $1,000,000 
in this project.  This project has unanimous 
support from the Board of Selectman, 
the Capital Improvement Committee, the 
School Committee and majority support 
from the Finance Committee (4-1).

The total cost of the project cannot 
exceed $49,800,000.  The Massachusetts 
School Building Authority has partnered 
with the Town of Leicester and will pay 

69.74 percent of the cost (approximately 
$34,315,004). Leicester Public Schools 
received an additional $3 million grant to 
start new programs in HVACR and plumb-
ing raising the total reimbursement rate 
to approximately 75 percent.  Leicester is 
responsible for the remaining 25 percent, 
or approximately $13 million.

The estimated tax effect of the building 
project is 46 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
property value.  The estimated impact for 
a home assessed at $453,231 is $207 per 
year or $51.8 per quarter.  The loan is not 
paid back until the project is complete.  
Therefore, there will be no increase in 
taxes until 2028, the estimated end of the 
construction project.

A Web site has been developed to serve 
as the central hub for transparency, com-
munity engagement, and progress tracking 
throughout this major capital construction/
renovation.  The link for the Web site is 
https://leicester.k12.ma.us/news/what_s_
new/msba_school_building_project.

Dr. Brett M. Kustigian
Superintendent of Schools

Leicester

Question 10 in Leicester

Editorial

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

To the Editor:
Unchecked, global warming can destroy 

everything we care about, by a century from 
now, as I explained two weeks ago.

First, remember: the costs we pass on to 
our children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children - to take all our CO2 out of the air, 
to make Earth livable for after mid-century 
- are very large and not for emissions they 
chose to make.  To make Earth livable for 
them requires removing almost all the CO2 
humans have added to the air since before 
we were born.  That costs roughly 9 percent 
of the gross world product, every year for a 
century.  That is huge, more than twice the 
world’s military spending.

It is far cheaper to not put CO2 into the air 
than to take it out.  (Not putting CO2 in often 
costs less than zero.)  We owe it to them not 
to saddle them with that expense, which 
dwarfs our government’s national debt.

The biggest things we can do to avoid 
putting carbon in the air are (1) heat your 
house with a heat pump instead of a furnace, 
(2) make all your future vehicles electric 
and trade in your gasoline-powered vehicles 
for electric ones, and (3) buy carbon-free 
electricity.  We owe it our grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren (if we still have any left) 
to do so sooner rather than later.

My wife and I have been using a heat 
pump for 11 years.  Only once, for five min-
utes, have we needed to use our old furnace 
for backup.  It gets rid of winter dry-mouth 
and furnace noise.  We have driven electric 
cars for 9 years.  Very reliable, maintenance 
costs are mostly just for tires, and accelera-
tion is incredible.  I like getting 202 miles 
to the gallon-equivalent now and saving 
money.  Chevy Bolt goes for $25,000 to 
$30,000, Telsa Model 3 $35,000.  Ford plans 
to soon come out with a $25,000 pickup.  
Heat pumps and electric vehicles save us 
money, especially when gas prices are high

Other actions can help a bit: make any 
gasoline vehicle efficient.  Reduce, re-use, 

recycle.  Compost.  Combine errand trips.  
Fly less.  And so forth.

But the big problem is that we have made 
Earth darker by heating it up.  As I said two 
weeks ago, over the past 25 years, recent 
darkening has caused over twice the warm-
ing as recent emissions.

It’s not something you can do much 
about.  But you can ask your elected leaders 
to reverse global warming, by supporting 
development and implementation of glob-
al cooling: stratospheric aerosol injection, 
marine cloud brightening, re-freezing Arctic 
sea ice, cirrus-cloud thinning, white roofs, 
mirrors, tiny white particles on the sea sur-
face.  Those reverse the warming caused 
by loss of clouds, ice, snow and sulfate 
aerosols.

The biggest joint action we can take is 
to elect leaders who try to make the world 
livable for our children and grandchildren: 
cut our atmospheric CO2 back to a safe 
level under 300 parts per million (for one 
degree Celsius).  Ed Markey, Jim McGovern 
and Richard Neal, among others, support 
that.  They can support the cheapest, fastest, 
simplest, fairest and most thorough policy to 
drive CO2 emissions down to almost zero: a 
rising fee on carbon where it enters the econ-
omy, with the proceeds returned in equal 
amounts to all Americans.  About 70 percent 
of Americans get more money back than 
they pay in carbon fees.  Oil companies will 
trick you, by saying you pay more money 
for gasoline - while neglecting to admit that 
most of us get back more than we pay in.

But Donald Trump and many of his sup-
porters support enriching the oil companies 
instead.  Their policy, if followed for long, 
will destroy the United States - by turning 
it into a thinly populated hot desert, where 
food and water are very scarce.  And do the 
same for all the other countries on Earth.  
Make your vote count.

Dr. Gene Fry
Brookfield

To the Editor:
Enough with the constant negative drum-

beat from the K’s and other leftist letter 
writers. There is only one choice for citi-
zens who love America this election: Vote 

straight Republican, or see your country 
fall to the Communists and jihadists.

Susan Gillmeister 
Brookfield

There is only one choice for those who love America

How you can help reverse global warming

Turn To EDITORIAL page  A10
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To the Editor:

Like many homeowners in the area, I’ve 
had to do large scale maintenance proj-
ects to my house to ensure it will last for 
years to come, projects that weren’t cheap. 
I’ve had my oil tank changed to ensure it 
won’t develop an expensive oil leak, roof 
striped and replaced, and a perimeter drain 
system installed to keep my cellar from 
flooding. I know other homeowners who 
have had some of these projects done too, 
along with heating system replacements, 
the installation of mini-split systems by 
many homeowners reaping the benefits of 
attractive financial rebates being offered. 
“Why should I use my money to pay for 
mini splits when I can get rebates to cover 
the costs?” many a homeowner has asked, 
and I can’t blame them. Leicester voters 
have to ask themselves the same question 
regarding the upcoming CTE School proj-
ect and its funding. 

Leicester’s CTE School project wants to 
build a steel building addition for its HVAC 
programs and do much needed upgrades 
and repairs to four other buildings, roof, 
heating and ventilation, doors, and win-
dow replacements mostly. Various state 
agencies are willing to give Leicester 75% 
of the costs to do these needed repairs, an 

amount that other school building projects 
haven’t seen. Much like homeowners took 
advantage of mini split rebates, we voters 
of Leicester have the ability to take advan-
tage of State funding finally coming to our 
Town, our own cash rebate in some ways.

I know residents of town have always 
been asking for a “grant writer,” someone 
who would write grants for the various 
Town departments and agencies to receive 
federal and state funding for projects the 
Town otherwise couldn’t afford.  If this 
CTE School project doesn’t fall into this 
category, nothing ever will. I know first-
hand small-town agencies wanting to ask 
for more of your hard-earned dollars is an 
absolute last resort. 

Being retired, I have the opportunity to 
speak to many residents about Town issues, 
this being the main one to date. Some are 
opposed, stating the Town should live with-
in their means and budgets. I wonder how 
many people would have left their heating 
and cooling systems alone if there were no 
mini-split cash rebates? Do the voters of 
Leicester want to give up an almost $37 
million rebate? The repairs needed have 
to be done regardless of who pays. Those 
opposing this project have to ask them-
selves one question: Do you want Leicester 
to pay for 25 percent of this or 100 percent? 
In my opinion this is a simple question 
with an equally simple, financially sensible 
answer: Yes. 

I ask for and hope the voters of Leicester 
agree with me and vote in favor of this 
project, Leicester is starting to reap some 
financial benefits from the CTE programs 
now. Please don’t stop the progress.

John Shocik
Cherry Valley

To the Editor:
I enjoy this time of year, with the crisp 

and cool temperatures, sunny days and 
emerging beauty around us. At least I did 
until last week, when I received some con-
cerning news. 

My health insurance plan that has been 
coupled with Medicare and served me very 
well since I retired, will no longer be avail-
able. The supplemental plan that I carefully 
chose in 2017 is ending on Dec. 31of this 
year. The existing plans left for me to 
choose from do not offer the same costs 
and benefits and there is no guarantee that I 
can retain my current health care providers. 

Moving on to our existing healthcare 
system, many Americans choose to forgo 
insurance altogether because of cost. Some 
have already lost their benefits through fed-
eral cuts. Medical costs have skyrocketed, 
and if you are unfortunate enough to suffer 
from a catastrophic illness, you will proba-
bly incur massive debt. And what is the cur-

rent administration doing to help Americans 
afford their health insurance? With more 
federal healthcare cuts looming, many more 
will lose the insurance they desperately 
need. That is why we need a state senator 
in the Worcester and Hampshire district 
who will fight for quality affordable health-
care right here in Massachusetts and why 
I am voting for Shannon Teabo! Shannon 
believes affordable and quality healthcare 
is a right for every individual, family, child 
and senior citizen in Massachusetts and in 
America. So do I.

In my opinion, our current state senator 
does not appear to share these concerns 
or support those same values. Nor does he 
support Medicare for All, something that 
would help all Massachusetts residents.

Please join me in voting for Shannon 
Teabo on Nov. 3!

Ann Toomey-Doane
West Brookfield

To the Editor:

Thanks to Ken Kimball for pointing out 
That I missed Ballot Question 9 on this 
year’s list of Massachusetts ballot ques-
tions. 

I am in full agreement with his “Yes” 
vote on retaining and improving gun safety 
laws. Saying this, I learned a lot from the 
former New Leader Hunting and Fishing 
writer about the joy of those hobbies and 
the many values of managing our deer 
population (I also learned a good bit about 
writing in the New Leader from a former 
area teacher and coach).   

The big reasons I will vote Yes are two. 
Under the existing law: 

guns are  available and can be safely used 
for sport etc.  

the  law also  very well  prevents deaths 
from gun misuse by suicide and harm 
to children. In 2023 the USA had nearly 
47,000 gun deaths  with almost 60 percent 
of those or 28,000 by gun suicide. Likewise 
almost 4,500 children were either killed or 
injured by guns. 

Massachusetts’s on-the-books gun safety 
laws helped make us among the lowest in of 
such gun deaths and injuries.   

Likewise with “Shock,” I will vote yes 
for ballot questions 3 to eliminate sepa-
rate political party primaries. This “Yes” 
will make elections more competitive. It 
should also make  politicians more open 
and responsible, not to “insiders,” but rather 
to the people of our state.

Thanks too, to Judy Rose for her well 
written and thoughtful Oct. 2 letter.     

Finally, thanks also to Gene Fry for his 
much better than me explanation of why 
and how Global Warming and Climate 
Change will so badly impact all of now  and 
even more in the future.  it is now too late 
to make it “better.”   Trump and his admin-
istration have committed great present and 
future Climate Change damage to us not in 
this but in so many other destructive, chaot-
ic and corrupt ways. 

Let us hope and work towards fair and 
free November elections so that we can 
begin to reduce the harm done and put 
the pieces of our damaged democracy and 
country back together again.      

Kevin Kane
Spencer

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."
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Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name 
and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will 
not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor 
to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he 
or she might deem appropriate.

Thanks to …. & Trump 

Support Leicester CTE School project

Every individual should have access 
 to affordable health care

I committed a 
minor social offense 
the other day. I called 
somebody on the tele-
phone. Without warn-
ing.

No advance text 
message. No appoint-
ment. No carefully 
worded inquiry ask-
ing whether it might be con-
venient to speak for a few 
minutes. I simply looked up 
the number, pressed the lit-
tle green button and waited.

You would have thought 
I’d shown up at the fellow’s 
house at three in the morn-
ing carrying a trumpet. 

He answered after sever-
al rings, sounding slightly 
alarmed.

“Everything OK?”
“Sure,” I said. “Why?”
“Well, you called.”
Apparently, that’s enough 

to suggest an emergency 
these days.

I remember when calling 
somebody was considered 
a perfectly ordinary way to 
communicate. In fact, for 
a considerable portion of 
my life, it was the only 
practical way to commu-
nicate with someone who 
wasn’t standing directly in 
front of you. You picked 
up the telephone, dialed a 
number and hoped the per-
son you wanted was home. 
Sometimes, somebody else 
answered. Sometimes, you 
had to make polite conver-
sation with a parent, spouse 
or sibling before being 
handed over to the intended 
recipient. And sometimes, 
nobody answered at all. 
In those cases, you simply 
tried again later. Nobody 
assumed the unanswered 
call represented a personal 

rejection or the 
collapse of a 
friendship.

Today, the 
rules appear to 
have changed. 
A telephone 
call without a 
preliminary text 
is apparently 

an intrusion. A voicemail 
is an unexpected burden. 
And leaving a message that 
says “Call me when you 
get a chance” can produce 
enough anxiety to warrant a 
family conference.

My wife understands 
these new customs consid-
erably better than I do. She 
recently watched me leave a 
voicemail for someone and 
shook her head.

“Why didn’t you text 
him?”

“Because I wanted to talk 
to him.”

“You could have texted 
him to see if he was avail-
able.”

“Wouldn’t calling him 
accomplish the same 
thing?”

She gave me the look she 
reserves for moments when 
explaining modern civiliza-
tion to her husband seems 
like an unreasonable use of 
her remaining years.

I don’t object to texting. 
It’s a wonderful invention 
for certain purposes. If I 
need to tell my wife I’m 
stopping for milk, a text 
is ideal. If I want to know 
whether somebody has 
arrived safely, a text works 
beautifully.

And if someone sends 
me a photograph of a dog 
wearing sunglasses, I can 
respond with the appropri-
ate expression of amuse-

ment without interrupting 
either of our afternoons.

But there are conversa-
tions that don’t fit neatly 
into little rectangular bub-
bles on a screen. A story, for 
example.

A proper story requires 
timing. It requires pauses, 
interruptions and the occa-
sional “You’re not going 
to believe what happened 
next.” It requires the ability 
to hear someone laughing 
before you’ve even reached 
the funny part. Try accom-
plishing that through a 
series of text messages.

By the time you’ve fin-
ished typing the setup, the 
other person has responded 
with a thumbs-up symbol, 
which could mean anything 
from enthusiastic agree-
ment to “Please stop con-
tacting me.”

I have also discov-
ered that punctuation has 
become a delicate matter. 
Apparently, ending a text 
message with a period can 
sometimes make you sound 
angry. I learned this after 
responding to a perfectly 
innocent question with the 
words, “Sounds good.” A 
younger acquaintance later 
explained that the period 
made the message seem 
unnecessarily stern. I had 
no idea.

For more than six 
decades, I’d been under 
the impression that periods 
were simply how sentences 
ended. Now, evidently, they 
are tiny symbols of disap-
proval.

I’ve started wondering 
what other grammatical 
offenses I’ve been commit-

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

When did calling someone 
become rude?
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WEST BROOKFIELD 
— Betty Gundersen, direc-
tor of the Betty Gundersen 
Studio of Dance, is pleased 
to announce that the stu-
dio will be holding  Dance 
Discovery Week  from Oct. 
26 through Oct. 31.

 
“During Dance Discovery 

Week, current students of 
the studio are invited to 
‘Bring a Friend’ to take a 
free class and experience 
what we’re all about,” says 
Gundersen. “And, if you or 
your child don’t yet have a 
friend at the studio, you are 
welcome to join us too! We 
offer classes for children 
starting at pre-school and 
continuing through high 
school and above.”

 
The Betty Gundersen 

Studio of Dance offers a full 
range of classes designed to 
nurture local boys and girls 
at every age and stage. All 
classes in the studio’s regu-
lar schedule – jazz, acrobat-

ics, contemporary, hip-hop, 
ballet, tap and adult tap, 
Zumba - will be available 

for this free-trial participa-
tion.

 

“Dance is for everyone,” 
says Gundersen. “This 
week is our way of opening 

our doors — no pressure, 
just movement, music, and 
meeting new people. This 

is a great opportunity to 
meet our talented instruc-
tors, explore a dance style 
you’ve never tried, see our 
facilities and perhaps begin 
a dance journey — or sim-
ply have fun and see what it 
feels like.”

 
Parents of interested stu-

dents may view the entire 
week’s schedule online 
at  bettygundersendance.
com  to plan which class 
or style they would like to 
try. You will also be able to 
download a copy of the par-
ent permission slip that is 
required for all participants 
in Dance Discovery Week.

  For additional informa-
tion, or to reserve your, or 
your child’s free trial spot in 
a regularly scheduled class, 
please call the studio at 
(508) 867-8925, or send an 
email to bgstudioofdance@
gmail.com  and include the 
name of the participant and 
their preferred class.

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/23 & SATURDAY 10/24

BRAISED 
SHORT RIB 

AFTER 5PM

Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance  
offers Dance Discovery Week

Courtesy

Students at the barre in the Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance.

Open poetry 
reading series 

coming to 
Merriam-Gilbert 

Library
WEST BROOKFIELD —  Local poets, readers and 

lovers of the written word will have a new opportunity 
to share their favorites when the Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library hosts “One Poem,” an open poetry reading series 
beginning in September.

The program is designed to provide a welcoming venue 
for writers to share their own poetry while introducing par-
ticipants to the work of other published poets.

For each original poem a participant reads, organizers 
ask that the reader complement it with a poem by an estab-
lished, published writer. Selections can range widely, from 
Shakespeare and Anne Bradstreet to Charles Bukowski, 
William Butler Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne Rich and contem-
porary poets.

Participants do not need to be poets themselves. Those 
without original work are welcome to read favorite poems 
by published writers, while community members who 
would rather listen are equally encouraged to attend.

Readings will take place in round-robin fashion, with 
participants sharing no more than two poems during each 
turn. The number of opportunities each person has to read 
will depend upon attendance. Organizers ask participants 
to avoid particularly lengthy selections so everyone has an 
opportunity to take part.

The series is intended to foster a creative community of 
writers and readers while exposing participants to poets 
and styles they might not otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run from September through May, gen-
erally on the third Thursday of each month from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Some dates may be adjusted because of holidays.

Programs will be held in the upstairs meeting room at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library on Main Street in West 
Brookfield. The meeting room is accessible by elevator.

The series is open to the Central Massachusetts com-
munity.

“Come: read, listen, learn, savor,” organizers invite par-
ticipants.

Spencer 
Exchange Club 

hosting Fall Food 
Fest Nov. 14

SPENCER — As the cozy sweater weather arrives, the 
Spencer Exchange Club invites you to enjoy a delightful 
evening at their annual Fall Food Festival on Saturday, 
November 14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Spencer Country Inn! 
Come and enjoy a variety of delicious food, wine tastings 
and much more, all prepared by talented local chefs and 
businesses.

 
This year’s participants include Yamato Asian Bistro, 308 

Lakeside, Black & White Grille, Uncle Sam’s Pizza, The 
Clambox, Savage Smash Burgers & Brews, Savage Wraps, 
Savage Catering, The Goods Bakery & Café, Timberyard 
Brewing Company, Spencer Country Inn, Tijuana Bar & 
Grill, Hardwick Winery, Rapscallion Brewery & Taproom.

 
All proceeds from this event will benefit the Exchange 

Club’s civic service fund that supports the Mary, Queen 
of the Rosary Food Pantry, Warm Coats for Spencer East 
Brookfield school children, sponsorship of area youth 
sports programs and facilities, support for local scouting 
groups and many other local, worthwhile projects.

 
Tickets are priced at $35 per person and may be pur-

chased at Uncle Sam’s Pizza, Savage Smash Burgers & 
Brews or from any Exchange Club member.

 
The Exchange Club of Spencer is a group of volunteers 

dedicated to making our community a better place to live 
while building leadership and teamwork skills for its mem-
bers.

 
The event is proudly sponsored by Cornerstone Bank. 

Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and community-based banking 
model enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. Cornerstone provides the 
highest level of service and expertise for individuals, busi-
nesses, and community organizations with branch locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts.

 

St. Aloysius-
St. Jude Church 
to host St. Jude 

Feast Day of 
Prayer Oct. 25

LEICESTER — St. Aloysius-St. Jude Church will hold 
a special St. Jude Feast Day of Prayer on Sunday, Oct. 25, 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at the church, located at 491 Pleasant St. 
in Leicester.

The afternoon observance will include Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, prayers to St. Jude, the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick and a blessing for those in good 
health.

St. Jude Thaddeus, one of the Twelve Apostles, is tra-
ditionally recognized in the Catholic Church as the patron 
saint of hopeless causes and difficult situations. His feast 
day, celebrated annually on Oct. 28, provides an opportu-
nity for Catholics to seek his intercession through prayer.

The Leicester observance will offer an opportunity for 
reflection, prayer and spiritual support, particularly for 
those facing illness or other personal challenges.

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered within 
the Catholic tradition to those experiencing serious illness 
or health challenges, while the blessing for those in good 
health will provide an additional opportunity for prayer.

The St. Jude Feast Day of Prayer is scheduled for 
Sunday, Oct. 25, from 2 to 3 p.m. at St. Aloysius-St. Jude 
Church, 401 Pleasant St., Leicester.

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

New support 
group offered 

for people with 
physical 

disabilities
LEICESTER — A new support group for people liv-

ing with physical disabilities has been developed by two 
women who know the challenges that come with physi-
cal impairments. Peg Erickson, from Spencer, and Trish 
McCormick, from Leicester, are each living with physical 
disabilities. They have experienced the challenges of com-
pleting everyday tasks, difficulty accepting   their altered 
bodies, and the fear of what the future may hold.  Believing 
that others with physical disabilities may face the same 
issues, they decided to join forces to begin a support group. 

Their purpose is to create a place where people with 
physical disabilities can meet and express their feelings, 
share their experiences, and provide mutual support for 
each other in a private environment. The intention is to 
offer an opportunity to feel accepted, share effective coping 
skills, exchange practical information and resources that 
will improve their daily lives, and to socialize in a welcom-
ing environment.  

Anyone with a physical disability is welcome to attend. 
The first meeting will be held at the Leicester Public 
Library, 1136 Main St., Leicester,   on Oct. 29 at 5 p.m. 
The accessible entrance is located at the rear of the build-
ing. Contact Peg Erickson at racerpeg@charter.net with 
questions. news@

stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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WARE — Workshop13’s 
house band The Project is 
hitting the stage for a spe-
cial Halloween Dance Party, 
bringing a highenergy per-
formance, great songs, and 
goodtime vibe that fans 
love. Known for their lively 
shows and crowdpleasing 
playlists, The Project deliv-
ers a night full of rock music 
that keeps everyone mov-
ing. The Project features 
Rich Eichacker on lead gui-
tar, Tom Trudeau on bass, 
Cindy Colon on lead vocals, 

Roc Goudreau on keyboard, 
and Brad Willard on drums. 

The dance party 
will be taking place at 
Workshop13’s Urban Hall, 
located at 13 Church St, 
Ware, MA. This beautiful 
second floor space is now 
accessible via vertical chair 
lift. The date is Halloween 
night: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 7-10 p.m. Doors open 
at 6:30pm. Tickets are avail-
able on a sliding scale from 
$15-$25 at workshop13.org. 
Workshop13 participates 

in CardToCulture for EBT 
card holders; email rem-
ington@workshop13.org 
to request a coupon code. 
Costumes are encouraged 
but not required.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynamic 

center where arts, culture, 
and community converge—
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072.

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

BLT
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Workshop13  
to host Halloween 

Dance Party

East Brookfield seeks public input for 
Open Space and Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD —  The Town of East Brookfield, with assistance from the 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey to share their thoughts 
on open space, recreational opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback 
will help guide the development of the updated plan, which is required to maintain the 
Town’s eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies 
are also available at Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help shape the future of East 
Brookfield’s parks, recreation resources, and open spaces.

BROOKFIELD —  Grassroots Central 
Mass., a local citizens’ organization, 
announces new quarterly workshops 
focused on teaching specific skills, pro-
moting self-sufficiency, and building com-
munity. 

Each workshop will feature one skill pre-
sented by a member of the community with 
the goal of teaching that skill to anyone 
who wishes to learn. The first topic will be 
“How to Make a Fabric Origami Butterfly,” 
and will be taught by accomplished tex-
tile artist and seamstress, Sandra Riccio 
Holmes of West Brookfield. In the work-
shop, attendees will learn how to make a 
fabric origami butterfly that can be worn as 
a pin or used as an appliqué on a garment. 

The workshop will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 24, 10-11:30 a.m. at the Brookfield 
Library Barn, 18 Common St., Brookfield.

“As a maker, I see sewing as a skill set, 
a creative outlet and a place for peace of 
mind,” says Holmes. “Sewing is a true 
passion of mine, and I am looking forward 
to sharing this skill with my friends and 
neighbors.”

There is no fee for the workshop; how-
ever, a donation of $5-$10 made directly to 
the instructor to cover materials is suggest-
ed. Space is limited, so pre-registration is 
recommended. Register here today (https://
bit.ly/OragamiFabric).

BROOKFIELD —  The Merrick Public 
Library is once again inviting young chil-
dren and their families to enjoy music, 
dancing and interactive fun with the return 
of its popular Music & Movement with 
Julie program.

The program takes place Wednesdays at 
11:30 a.m., and is recommended for chil-
dren from birth to age five.

Led by Julie, the weekly sessions feature 
familiar children’s songs, stretching, move-
ment, singing and dancing. The activities 
are designed to provide an entertaining 
experience while helping young children 
develop important early literacy skills 
through music and rhythm.

Music and movement activities can help 
children build listening skills, recognize 
patterns and sounds, develop coordination 

and become more comfortable express-
ing themselves. Singing familiar songs 
also provides opportunities for children to 
develop language skills while interacting 
with other youngsters and their caregivers.

The program offers families an opportu-
nity to introduce their youngest children to 
the library in a relaxed, welcoming setting 
while encouraging a lifelong interest in 
learning.

Music & Movement with Julie is free 
and open to the public, and no advance reg-
istration is required. Parents and caregivers 
are encouraged to bring their little ones for 
a morning of songs, dancing and fun.

For more information about the program 
and other library activities, contact the 
Merrick Public Library in Brookfield.

Grassroots Central Mass to host skill 
sharing workshops in Brookfield

Music & Movement program 
returns to Merrick Public Library
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WORCESTER —  The 
Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce the 10 
companies and organiza-
tions selected for the 2026–
2027 cohort of StartUp 
Worcester, marking the 
12th year of the entrepre-
neurship program.

 
StartUp Worcester 

is a joint program of the 
Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
and WorcLab designed to 
help launch and grow new 
businesses while support-
ing entrepreneurs in Central 
Massachusetts. Presented 
with support from program 
sponsors M&T Bank and 
Millstone Law,  partic-
ipants receive a compli-
mentary membership to the 
Chamber and WorcLab, 
access to coworking space, 
and opportunities for men-
torship via the program 
and SCORE, networking, 
fundraising, and other pro-
gramming designed to help 
early-stage ventures devel-
op and scale. 

 
Since its launch, StartUp 

Worcester has supported 
entrepreneurs across a wide 
range of industries, from 
technology and profession-

al services to food, health, 
transportation, and social 
enterprise. Alumni have 
gone on to secure funding, 
expand their operations, 
earn regional and national 
recognition, and continue 
growing their businesses in 
Central Massachusetts.

 
The members of the 

2026–2027 StartUp 
Worcester cohort are:

Artist Health Coverage: 
Led by Magdelene Barjolo, 
Artist Health Coverage is 
a nonprofit initiative in the 
early validation phase that 
helps freelance creatives 
access affordable healthcare 
through enrollment assis-
tance, venue partnerships, 
and member-owned cover-
age models.

Avanza Ability Partners 
Inc.: Founded by Mayerling 
De La Rosa and two part-
ners, Avanza Ability 
Partners provides bilingual 
navigation and cultural-
ly responsive support for 
families of individuals with 
developmental disabilities 
while preparing for state 
agency contracting.

Born For More: Founded 
by Michaelangelo Shavies, 
Born For More is a 
youth-empowerment social 
enterprise that pairs men-

torship with a gamified 
mission platform, aiming 
to generate up to $25,000 
this year through curricu-
lum licensing and pilot pro-
grams.

Dewar Performance: 
Founded by Melissa 
Dewar, Worcester-based 
Dewar Performance pro-
vides transparent SEO and 
website strategies for local 
contractors and service 
providers, aiming to estab-
lish repeatable systems and 
recurring retainer revenue.

Golden Transportation 
and Logistics LLC: 
Founded by Navy veter-
an Maxwell Adu-Boakye, 
this pre-launch non-medi-
cal transit service leverages 
13+ years of healthcare con-
tracting experience to pro-
vide dignified, dependable 
transportation for Worcester 
County veterans, seniors, 
and individuals with dis-
abilities.

Greenhouse Bread: 
Founded by head baker 
Vanthara Hill with tech-
nical support from David 
Hill, Greenhouse Bread is 
a bootstrapped Millbury 
bakery finalizing its munic-
ipal licensing to bring sus-
tainable, artisan sourdough 
directly to local markets 
and pop-ups.

Lexagy LLC: Founded 
by Raymond Carville, 
Lexagy LLC is a boot-
strapped, Worcester-based 
software company currently 
in beta testing for its sub-
scription-based family read-
ing and community-shar-
ing platform ahead of a 
November 2026 launch.

My Collective: Founded 
by Crystal McGlynn, My 
Collective blends mind-
fulness, movement, and 
art through proprietary 
wellness frameworks at 
its Sturbridge studio while 
actively working to scale 
B2B corporate wellness 
packages.

Vanguard Insight: 
Co-founded by Andrew 
and Jacqueline Swenson, 
Vanguard Insight is an 
early-stage, self-funded 
Worcester consulting firm 
utilizing StartUp Worcester 

to scale its operations and 
workforce development 
services for local businesses 
and nonprofits.

Wuoti Law LLC: 
Founded by Amanda 
Wuoti, Wuoti Law LLC 
provides accessible, unbun-
dled contract legal services 
across Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, having gen-
erated $45,000 in its first 
year while serving roughly 
30 active clients.

 
 

“The 12th StartUp 
Worcester cohort reflects the 
breadth of entrepreneurship 
taking place across Central 
Massachusetts,” said Mike 
Kane, of the Worcester 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. “These found-
ers are tackling challeng-
es in areas ranging from 
transportation and health-
care access to technology, 
professional services, food, 
and youth development. We 
look forward to connecting 
them with the resources, 
mentors, and relationships 
that can help them take 
their businesses to the next 
level.”

 
The 2026–2027 cohort 

begins programming this 
month. Throughout the 
program year, participants 
will have opportunities to 
connect with fellow entre-
preneurs, business leaders, 
mentors, and members of 
the region’s broader startup 
ecosystem while develop-
ing the skills and relation-
ships needed to strengthen 
their ventures.

 
StartUp Worcester alum-

ni include companies and 
founders that have achieved 
milestones ranging from 
significant outside fund-
ing and facility expansion 
to national startup recog-
nition. Alumni of the pro-
gram include:  Petricore, 
Solvus Global, HydroGlyde 
Coatings, Munq, Wicked 
Wheels, Wake the Way, 
the Jewelry Co-Op, and 
EZBusy.ai.

 www.Stonebridge
Press.com

At the Zoning Board of Appeals pub-
lic meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2026, in the McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, a pub-
lic hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing Special Permits– 
Applicant: Nikkya Jackson; Owner: 
160 Main Street LLC: Location: 160 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, Asses-
sor’s Map U07-62. The applicant is 
seeking a Special Permits under 
section 4.3.18 (Indoor entertainment 
and recreational facilities) to open 
a functional fitness gym and well-
ness/recovery center. The property 
is located in the Town Center (TC) 
zoning district.
October 23, 2026
October 30, 2026

Form 299	
Date: October 5, 2026

Attorney General’s Notice
Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32

Town of Brookfield -- Case No. 
12434 Annual Town Meeting of 

June 4, 2026 Article# 36 (Zoning)
Attorney General’s Limited Authority 
to Waive Procedural Defects in the 
Notice of the Planning Board Hearing 
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 
40, § 32, if the Attorney General finds 
there to be any defect in the proce-
dure of adoption or amendment of any 
zoning by-law relating to the form or 
content of the notice of the Planning 
Board hearing prescribed by G.L. c. 
40A, § 5, or to the manner or dates 
on which said notice is ·mailed, post-
ed or published as required by that 
section, then instead of disapproving 
the by-law or amendment by reason of 
any such defect, the Attorney General 
may elect to proceed under the defect 

waiver provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32. 
Under those provisions, the Attorney 
General is conditionally authorized to 
waive any such defect
Defect Determined in Notice of 
Planning Board Hearing
The Attorney General has determined 
that the planning board hearing notice 
relating to the above A,ticle failed to 
comply with the notice requirements 
for such hearing established by G.L. 
c. 40A, §
5. Section 5 provides in part (with 
emphasis added):
No zoning... by-law or amendment 
thereto shall be adopted until after the 
planning board in a... town has... held 
a public hearing thereon... at which 
interested persons shall be given an 
opp011unity to be heard.... Notice of 
the time and place of such hearing, of 
the subject matter, sufficient for identi-
fication, and of the place where texts 
and maps thereof may be inspected 
shall be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the... town once 
in each of two successive weeks, the 
first publication to be not less than 
fourteen days before the day of said 
hearing, and by posting such notice in 
a conspicuous place in the... town hall 
for a period of not less than fourteen 
days before the day of said hearing. 
Notice of said hearing shall also be 
sent by mail. postage prepaid to the 
executive office of housing and livable 
communities. the regional planning 
agency. if any. and to the planning 
board of each abutting city and town  
ln cases
involving boundary, density or use 
changes within a district, notice shall 
be sent to any such nonresident prop-
erty owner who has filed such a request 
with the city or town clerk and whose 
prope11y lies in the district where the 
change is sought.
Based on the materials submitted 
to this Office, we have identified the 
following defect: the Planning Board 

hearing notice was not mailed to 
the Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities and the Regional 
Planning Agency, as required by G.L. 
c. 40A, § 5. For this reason, the 90-day 
period prescribed for the Attorney 
General’s review of Article 36 is sus-
pended in accordance with G.L. c. 40, 
§ 32.
Attorney General’s Election to Proceed 
Under the Waiver Provisions of G.L. c. 
40, § 32
The Attorney General has elected to 
proceed under the limited defect waiv-
er authority conferred by
G.L. C. 40, § 32.
Suspension of Review of Zoning 
By-Law Amendments
The 90-day period prescribed by law 
for the Attorney General’s review of 
local by-laws is therefore suspended in 
accordance with the provisions ofG.L. 
c. 40, § 32.
Posting and Publication of This Notice
The Town Clerk shall post a true copy 
of this Notice in a conspicuous place in 
the Brookfield Town Hall for a period of 
not less than 14 days and shall publish 
a copy once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Town of Brookfield.
Filing of Claim That Defect in Notice 
Was Misleading or Otherwise 
Prejudicial
Within 21 days of the date on which 
this Notice is published in a newspa-
per of general circulation in the Town 
of Brookfield, any resident of the Town 
of Brookfield, or the owner of any real 
property in the Town of Brookfield, or 
any other partty entitled to notice of 
the planning board hearing may file 
with the Town Clerk a written state-
ment that the notice defect was mis-
leading or otherwise prejudicial. The 
statement must include the reasons 
supporting the claim that the defect in 
the Planning Board Notice was mis-
leading or otherwise prejudicial. This 
statement must be actually on file with 
the Town Clerk not later than 21 days 

from the date on which this Notice is 
published in the newspaper.
Town Clerk’s Certification of 
Compliance with This Notice
After the expiration of the 21-day peri-
od, the Town Clerk shall submit to the 
Attorney General a true copy of this 
Notice with a certification of compli-
ance with the publishing and posting 
requirements of the preceding para-
graph, and a certification that either (a) 
no claim was filed within the 21-day 
period, or (b) one or more claims 
were filed within the 21-day period. 
The Town Clerk shall submit to the 
Attorney General true copies of any 
such claim(s).
Resumption of Attorney General’s 
Review
Upon receipt of one original copy of 
this Notice with the Clerk’s certifica-
tion, the 90-day period provided for the 
Attorney General’s review under G.L. 
c. 40, § 32, shall resume. lf no claim 
is made, the Attorney General has the 
discretion to waive any such defect; 
if any claim is made, however, the 
Attorney General may not waive any 
such defect.
Note: By not filing a claim nuder 
this provision, a person shall not 
be deprived of the right to assert a 
claim of invalidity arising out of any 
possible defect in the procedure of 
adoption or amendment, as provid-
ed in G.L. c. 40, § 32, and in G.L. c, 
40A, § 5.
Date: October 5, 2026
Very truly yours,
ANDREA JOY CAMPBELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL
By: Nicole B. Caprioli Assistant 
Attorney General
Deputy Director, Municipal Law 
Unit 10 Mechanic Street, Suite 301 
Worcester, MA 01608
(774) 214-4418
cc: Town Counsels Michele E. 
Randazzo and Jeffrey T. Blake
October 23, 2026

LEGALS

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following 

arrests during the week of Oct. 7-13.
Ryan M. Walsh, age 28, of Charlton was arrested 

on Oct. 9 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), 
Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and a Marked 
Lanes Violation.

Edison Xavier Minchalo Calderon, age 62, of Spencer 
was arrested on Oct. 10 for Operating Under the Influence 
(Liquor), Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and a 
Marked Lanes Violation.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following 

arrests during the week of Oct. 8-14.
Jeylani Alize Crespo, age 20, of Leicester was arrested 

on Oct. 9 for Threatening to Commit a Crime and Criminal 
Harassment.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 
11 for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Marked 
Lanes Violation, a Passing Violation, Use of an Electronic 
Device While Operating a Motor Vehicle (first offense), a 
Number Plate Violation to Conceal ID, and for operating an 
Unregistered and Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

 Trunk or Treat 
event planned in 
North Brookfield
NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield Parks and 

Recreation is pleased to announce that a Trunk or Treat will 
be held on the town Common, located on Grove Street, this 
year!  

The festivities start Saturday, Oct. 31, and will run from 
5:30 ‘til 7:30 p.m.  We will have music, candy, free hot dogs 
(generously donated by Hannaford’s Supermarkets) on the 
Common. If you want to set up a trunk, please arrive by 
4:45 p.m.  Our Fire Department and Police Department will 
be there to ensure safe celebrating.

The North Brookfield Senior Center, located on Forest 
Street, will hand out free cookies. 

Free fun for everyone!   Looking forward to seeing you 
there!

Wildwood Acres 
Farm hosting 

Enchanted Forest 
Winter Faire

WEST BROOKFIELD —  Wildwood Acres Farm & 
Forest School in West Brookfield is hosting a free, fami-
ly-friendly Enchanted Forest Winter Faire Saturday, Nov. 
14 (rain date Sunday, Nov. 14) from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Wildwood Acres Farm & Forest School invites families to 
the Enchanted Forest Winter Faire, a wintery Renaissance 
faire where kids take center stage. Wander a forest village 
filled with skilled artisans and traditional vendors, plus the 
Kids Medieval Makers Market, where young merchants sell 
goods they made themselves. Wandering characters, story-
tellers and performers bring the woods to life throughout 
the day, and King Winter will be holding court. Children 
can try hands-on crafts and make their own magical and 
medieval treasures, visit the Winter Wish House and toast 
s’mores by the fire. Food and drink will be available. 
Costumes HIGHLY encouraged! Kings, queens, fairies, 
jesters and every kind of magical creature are welcome. 
 
Event page:  https://wwoodacres.com/events 
Facebook event:  https://www.face-
b o o k . c o m / e v e n t s / 9 2 0 9 4 5 5 7 4 1 1 8 3 9 4 
Poster (download):  https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1a__tHOcA3MdNXwUqLVkoIo7ihYt_QRI9/view 
Contact: coop@wwoodacres.com

 Worcester Chamber announces 
12th Startup Worcester cohort
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WORCESTER —  On 
Oct. 14, Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph 
D. Early, Jr. hosted the 
Prevention and Support 
Network’s annual event, 
bringing together communi-
ty partners for a discussion 
on addiction, recovery, and 
the importance of coordi-
nated support to help indi-
viduals build stable, healthy 
lives.

The event featured 
Dr. Stephen Loyd, Chief 
Medical Officer at Cedar 
Recovery and the real-life 
physician portrayed by 
Michael Keaton in Hulu’s 
“Dopesick,” and Troy 
Sandifer, founder and CEO 
of H.U.S.T.L.E. (How U 
Survive This Life Everyday) 
Recovery, a Tennessee-
based organization that 
connects individuals with 
addiction treatment and 
recovery support services.

Dr. Loyd shared his 
personal experience with 
addiction and recovery, 
while Sandifer discussed 
H.U.S.T.L.E. Recovery’s 
respite housing model and 
its role in supporting indi-
viduals as they work toward 
long-term stability.

Dr. Loyd discussed the 
complex factors that can 
contribute to addiction, 
including genetics, trau-
ma, and underlying mental 
health challenges. Drawing 
on his professional

experience and personal 
journey through recovery, 
he emphasized the impor-
tance of understanding 
addiction and addressing the 
underlying factors that can 
contribute to substanceuse. 
He also spoke about the 
importance of breaking gen-
erational cycles of addiction 
and creating opportunities 
for individuals and families 
to move forward.

Sandifer also shared his 
personal journey through 

addiction and the criminal 
justice system and how 
those experiences inspired 
him to dedicate his work to 
helping others find

recovery. Through 
H.U.S.T.L.E. Recovery, he 
works to connect individu-
als with recovery services 
and employment opportuni-
ties that can help them build 
stability and independence.

The discussion highlight-
ed the importance of a com-
prehensive, collaborative 

approach to addiction that 
balances accountability with 
access to treatment and sup-
port. Addressing the

opioid crisis requires 
more than a criminal jus-
tice response; it also calls 
for coordination among law 
enforcement, treatment pro-
viders, community organi-
zations, and other partners 
to help individuals access 
the resources and opportu-
nities they need to sustain 
recovery.

“These leaders came up 
from Tennessee to offer 
our community successful 
programs that help save 
lives. Their work inter-
rupts death,” said District 
Attorney Early. “They 
shared with us the impor-
tance of having people with 
real-life, lived experience 
help people overcome this

disease and improve pub-
lic safety.”

The event offered an 
opportunity for members of 

the Prevention and Support 
Network to learn from 
the speakers’ experienc-
es and consider how their 
approaches could inform 
local

efforts in Worcester 
County. Their work rein-
forced that lasting recovery 
requires more than access 
to treatment alone. It also 
depends on coordinated 
support and a commitment 
to helping individuals build 
stable lives in recovery.

Sandifer emphasized the 
critical step of securing sta-
ble housing and employ-
ment options

for individuals in early 
recovery, “Treatment is not 
recovery. Treatment is sta-
bilization. Recovery begins 
after treatment.”

Early has long been 
committed to address-
ing substance use, trau-
ma, and mental health in 
Worcester County. In 2015, 
he established the Central 
Massachusetts Opioid 
Taskforce, which later 
became the Prevention and 
Support Network, which 
continues to fostercollab-
oration among profession-
als, law enforcement, and 
community organizations to 
address substance use and 
its impact on individuals, 
families, and communities 
throughout Worcester

County.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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 AutoFallFall

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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SCHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

DA hosts discussion on understanding addiction 
and supporting recovery
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same time, participating 
inmates experience the 
dignity of a full day’s 
work and the satisfaction 
of knowing their efforts 
are helping the same com-
munities many of them 
call home. The rehabilita-
tive value of this program 
is tremendous.”

 
Located at the 

Worcester County Jail 
and House of Correction 
in West Boylston, the 
Organic Farm spans more 
than 18 acres and produc-
es approximately 40,000 
pounds of fresh produce 
annually. 

 
Favorable growing con-

ditions during the spring 
and summer have resulted 
in bountiful harvests of 
zucchini, tomatoes, egg-
plant, peppers, summer 
squash, cucumbers, and 
most recently, pumpkins 
and fall squash varieties.

 
Following each harvest, 

the produce is sorted and 
prepared for delivery to 
food pantries, senior cen-
ters, veterans’ organiza-
tions, women’s shelters, 
community refrigerators, 
and other local nonprofits. 
A portion of the harvest 
is also incorporated into 
meals served to inmates 
at the facility.

 
Beyond providing 

fresh, locally grown food 
to those in need, the pro-

gram serves an important 
rehabilitative purpose. 
Participating inmates are 
classified as low-risk and 
nonviolent and typically 
work between 10 and 25 
hours per week, depend-
ing on the season and 
workload. Through their 
involvement, participants 
gain valuable work expe-
rience while developing 
responsibility, discipline, 
and teamwork.

 
Since Evangelidis 

took office in 2011, the 
Organic Farm has under-
gone several expansions, 
growing into the largest 
organic farm operating at 
a correctional facility in 
Massachusetts.

 
The farm is one of sev-

eral initiatives through 
which the Sheriff’s Office 
works to address food 
insecurity and support 
local families. Earlier 
this year, several orga-
nizations receiving fresh 
produce also benefited 
from a separate infant 
formula distribution ini-
tiative made possible 
through a partnership 
between the Worcester 
County Reserve Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association and 
the Ocean State Job Lot 
Charitable Foundation.

 
For updates on the 

Organic Farm Program 
and its community deliv-
eries, follow the Worcester 
County Sheriff’s Office 
on social media.

774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

1 bedroom 
HOUSE for rent
North Brookfield 
Off street parking

All appliances
 included 

Call 
978-340-7217

GARAGE SALE 
Twin bed $500

Steel Shelving $100 ea.
Small Bookcase $50

Large Bookcases $100 ea.
Cabinets $200 ea.

Cabinet $300
SATURDAY NOV 7th 

8am-4pm
15 Wendy Lane, 

Uxbridge 

local community organi-
zations, sharing what they 
are learning in the class-
room, playing games, 
and collecting valuable 
resources. Upon arriv-
al, each student received 
a special treasure map 
to guide them on their 
adventure. As families 
visited each station, stu-
dents collected stickers 
on their maps. Once their 
maps were complete, they 
headed to the treasure 
chest, hosted by Principal 
Tracy Steiger and 

Assistant Principal Katie 
Ford. Dressed in pirate 
costumes for the occasion, 
the two administrators 
became “Pirate Steiger” 
and “Pirate Ford,” adding 
an extra touch of fun to 
the evening!

Students and families 
enjoyed visiting stations 
hosted by LES educators, 
including ST Math, Social 
Emotional Learning, 
English Language Arts 
(ELA), Preschool, STEM, 
Math, a free book give-
away, and Reinforcement. 
These interactive activ-
ities gave students the 
opportunity to share their 
learning with their fami-

lies while enjoying hands-
on experiences together.

The evening also pro-
vided opportunities to 
strengthen connections 
with the Leicester com-
munity. Families visited 
stations hosted by the 
Leicester Police and Fire 
Departments, the CARE 
Team and Deja New, the 
Leicester Public Library, 
Country Bank, and the 
LES Parent-Teacher 
Organization (PTO). 
These community part-
ners shared resources, 
engaged with families, 
and helped make the eve-
ning a meaningful experi-
ence for everyone.

Leicester Elementary 
School is grateful to its 
dedicated educators who 
work so hard to make 
LES a fun, welcoming, 
and engaging place to 
learn. The school also 
extends its sincere appre-
ciation to the community 
organizations and partners 
who continue to support 
its students and families. 
Curriculum, Community, 
and Connection Night 
was a wonderful remind-
er of what makes LES 
special: a community that 
comes together to support 
its children!

LEICESTER
continued from page  A1

allow them to be recog-
nized as an official union.

“We believe this would 
give us a collective voice 
and give us an opportuni-
ty to work with the town 
and have a voice at the 
table to solidify our cur-
rent work rules as well 
as completing language 
and job descriptions as far 
as EMS and fire,” Muller 
said.

Green added that this 
should not be interpreted 

as an issue between the 
town and the firefighters. 
This is about having a 
unified representation in 
negotiations.

“It puts the new labor 
organization and the town 
on the right foot going for-
ward,” said Green. “This 
is not a union versus the 
town issue at all. This is a 
collective voice.”

The group can pur-
sue recognition through 
the Department of Labor 
Relations, but Green 
explained that voluntary 
recognition by the town is 
a more popular and sim-

pler process.
Muller and Green both 

indicated that unionizing 
would help with recruit-
ment, especially give the 
inherent dangers of the 
job. Muller told select-
men that having a union 
in place creates a depend-
able tool for members to 
voice their concerns and 
the seek proper compen-
sation.

“We believe that with 
the positions that we’re 
in and jobs that we’re in, 
obviously it’s a dangerous 
career. Sometimes, it can 
lead to injuries and death. 

It’s an unfortunate part of 
the job. It’s a reality of 
potential things happen-
ing. We believe that if 
we have a unified voice 
and advocacy through 
organized labor, it would 
be necessary and be a 
respected thing to have 
the town allow us to be 
recognized,” Muller stat-
ed.

The Board of Selectmen 
agreed to table the request 
to allow them to discuss 
the matter with their labor 
counsel. The board is 
expected to vote on the 
matter at a later meeting.

RECOGNITION
continued from page  A1

PRODUCE
continued from page  A1

not a source of shame. Stigma can 
discourage people from asking 
for help, sometimes until a crisis 
occurs. A community that makes 
resources easier to find and con-
versations easier to have is better 
positioned to prevent tragedy.

North Brookfield is still in the 
early stages of this effort. No one 
should expect a single committee, 
study or funding allocation to solve 
a problem that has developed over 
decades.

But meaningful progress often 
begins with people sitting around 
the same table, acknowledging a 
shared challenge and agreeing to 

work together.
The opioid settlement provides 

North Brookfield with financial 
resources. The task force provides 
an opportunity to turn those resourc-
es into a coordinated response.

What matters now is ensuring 
that the work produces lasting ben-
efits for the people who need them 
most.

EDITORIAL
continued from page  A4

DUDLEY —  Tri-Valley, 
Inc.  is proud to celebrate its 
50th anniversary, marking five 
decades of service to older 
adults, people with disabili-
ties, caregivers and families 
throughout the communities it 
serves.

Since its founding in 1976, 
Tri-Valley has grown and 
evolved alongside the people 
and communities it serves. 
What began with a commit-
ment to helping individuals 
remain independent in their 
homes and communities has 
developed into a broad network 
of programs, services and part-
nerships designed to promote 
dignity, choice, safety and qual-
ity of life.

“Fifty years represents much 
more than the passage of time,” 
said Lisa Prince, CEO. “It rep-
resents generations of people 
who have trusted Tri-Valley, 
employees who have dedicat-
ed their careers to serving oth-
ers, community partners who 
have worked alongside us, and 
leaders who had the vision to 
build and strengthen this orga-
nization. Most importantly, it 
represents the thousands of con-
sumers whose independence, 
determination and voices have 
shaped who we are.”

Honoring the leaders who 
helped shape Tri-Valley

Tri-Valley’s 50-year history 
has been guided by dedicated 
executive leadership, begin-
ning with Mr. Donald Warner 
and continuing through former 
Executive Directors Ms. Patricia 
Clark, Mr. Bernard Gagnon and 
Ms. Marilyn Travinski.  

Each brought different 
strengths to the organization 
while carrying forward a com-
mon purpose: ensuring that 
people have access to the ser-
vices and supports they need 
to live as independently as pos-
sible.

Under their leadership, Tri-
Valley responded to changing 
community needs, expanded 
services, developed new part-
nerships and navigated signifi-
cant changes in aging and dis-
ability services. Their contribu-
tions established the foundation 
on which Tri-Valley continues 
to build today.

Celebrating the staff behind 
50 years of service

At the heart of Tri-Valley’s 
history are its employees.

Over five decades, hundreds 
of staff members have answered 
phones, visited consumers in 
their homes, coordinated ser-
vices, delivered meals, support-
ed caregivers, advocated for 
consumers, managed programs 
and performed the countless 
behind-the-scenes tasks neces-
sary to keep services available 
to people who depend on them.

Some employees have devot-
ed decades of their careers to 
Tri-Valley, carrying the organi-
zation’s institutional knowledge 
and mission from one genera-
tion of staff to the next.

Their stories — and those of 
every employee who has been 
part of Tri-Valley during the 
past 50 years — demonstrate 
that the organization’s greatest 
resource has always been its 
people.

Programs that have evolved 
with the community

Throughout its history, Tri-
Valley has adapted its services 
to meet the changing needs of 
older adults and people with 
disabilities.

Programs and services over 
the years have included our 
well-known and long-standing 

Meals on Wheels program and 
the original State Home Care 
program.    Program offerings 
have expanded over the years 
to better serve the needs of 
community members.  These 
include the Adult Family Care 
program, information and refer-
ral services, care management, 
caregiver and Veteran supports, 
protective services, options 
counseling, transportation and 
others.

Today, Tri-Valley continues 
to provide services that give 
consumers greater choice and 
control over how and where they 
live. Its work includes Personal 
Care Management functions 
within the Massachusetts 
MassHealth system, one exam-
ple of the organization’s con-
tinuing role in supporting peo-
ple who choose to live inde-
pendently in their communities.

The programs may have 
changed, expanded and mod-
ernized during the past half-cen-
tury, but the purpose behind 
them has remained remarkably 
consistent: listen to the individ-
ual, respect their choices and 
connect them with supports that 
help make independence pos-
sible.

A community achievement
Tri-Valley’s 50th anniversary 

is also an opportunity to thank 
the many people and orga-
nizations that have shared in 
its work: consumers and their 
families, current and former 
employees, volunteers, Board 
members, community organiza-
tions, health and human-service 
providers, municipal leaders, 
state partners, donors and advo-
cates.

To every person who has 
been part of Tri-Valley’s first 50 
years: thank you.

And as Tri-Valley begins its 
next 50 years, its commitment 
remains rooted in the principle 
that has guided its work for 
generations — helping people 
live with choice, dignity and 
independence in the communi-
ties they call home.

Fifty years — and the work 
continues

As Tri-Valley celebrates its 
anniversary, the organization is 
also looking toward the future.

The needs of older adults, 
people with disabilities and 
caregivers continue to change. 
Technology, workforce chal-
lenges, health care delivery and 
demographic shifts are trans-
forming the human-services 
landscape. Tri-Valley enters 
its next chapter with the same 
willingness to adapt that has 
sustained the organization for 
five decades.

“As we recognize everyone 
who helped bring Tri-Valley to 
this milestone, we are equal-
ly excited about what comes 
next,” said Prince.  “Our mis-
sion continues because the need 
continues. We will keep lis-
tening to consumers, support-
ing our staff, strengthening our 
partnerships and finding new 
ways to help people live with 
independence and dignity.”

About Tri-Valley, Inc.
Tri-Valley, Inc.  is a com-

munity-based human-ser-
vices organization headquar-
tered at 10 Mill St. in Dudley, 
Massachusetts. For 50 years, 
Tri-Valley has connected older 
adults, people with disabilities 
and caregivers with programs, 
services and supports designed 
to promote independence, dig-
nity and quality of life.

For more information about 
Tri-Valley and its 50th anniver-
sary, visit www.trivalleyinc.org.

Tri-Valley, Inc. 
celebrates 50 years 

of service, 
independence and 

community
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

30 KNOLLWOOD DRIVE
STONYBROOK ESTATES

*4 Bedroom
*24x24 

Great Room
*3.5 Baths

*2 Year 
Home 

Warranty
*2 Fireplaces

*Hot Tub*3900 Sq. Ft.
$849,900

95 A.F. PUTNAM RD.
*1.5 Acres

 *3 Full Baths 
*NEW

Construction
*7 Room

*Contemporary Flair
$675,000

2 GREAT CHARLTON PROPERTIES

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

3 Elm St  $425, 000  No lLosing Costs!

OXFORD-MOTIVATED SELLER!
* VA 

Financing 
Possible!

*3 
Bedroom
 * 2 Full 
Baths

*Minutes 
to Highway 

Access

604 Beacon Park  $440, 000

WEBSTER LAKE- 
ONE LEVEL LIVING*Seller offering to Buy Down Rate!!!

*Uogrades  Galore Include: *Skylights 
*Family Room *Main Level Bedroom

&=*Hardood Flooring *Bath

9 Colonial Rd $535,000

SUTTON SOUTHBRIDGE
30+ ACRES

$235,000
BLACKMER RD

COMING SOON!
WEBSTER-

RANCH WITH
 IN LAW UNIT

REAL ESTATE 
COFFEE HOUR

Learn About Buying Down Your Rate
Learn About 3 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About 5 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About 7 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About the Real Estate Market-

 WIll Rates Continue to Rise???
Call JoAnn - Reserve You Seat Now!

Limited Seating No Cost

*This is Your Opportunity *1st Floor 
Condo *3 Great Waterviews

 *2 Full Baths * Available Now!!
 *Let’s Talk About Lake Living

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 
Sprawling fieldstone faced 
Ranch! Located on a +/- 
0.5-acre, 2 car garage. 
Offers: 1,860 sf main level 
plus 1,000 sf +/- finished 
lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
FHW BB heat. Open floor 
plan kitchen, living rm, 
dining rm, breezeway w/
sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom 
MLS # 73500183 $464,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road 
frontage, Surveyed and portioned out 
of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR 
(Agricultural Single Family Residen-
tial)  Located near State Land 

~ A Great Value at $69,900.

Webster - Douglas 
Rd (Rt 16) ANR 

Lot # 2

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously 
maintained Colonial! This invit-
ing home, spans 2,042 sf +/-, 
4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. The living 
room offers a sophisticated 
ambiance, enhanced by hard-
wood floors, crown moldings & 

custom built in shelves. Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for 
secure parking & storage. MLS#73523347  $589,900

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide 
an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 
sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed 
for relaxation & convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced 
to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS   $948,000

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!
On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

This Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront  Panoramic WATER VIEWS from 
almost every Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing 

Sunsets !!.. Offering a sweeping Wall of 
Windows to enjoy watching Mother Nature 
at her Finest!! Wood Flooring!!...This Main 
Level has an Effortless Layout adding a 
Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Clos-
et, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... Down-
stairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions 
into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 
Car Garage! MLS#7356983       $1,050,000.

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront - 86 Bates Point Rd 

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped 
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable 
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun 
drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock 
~ just baby steps away from your NEW 
HOME! You will have direct lake access, 
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an established 
neighborhood. Build now or build later 
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
 Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

Webster Lake ~0 Wakefield Ave 
Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots 
~ each with 1/3 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable, 
where you will enjoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps 

away from your NEW home! You 
will have direct lake access, low 
off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an es-
tablished neighborhood. Build now 
or build later BUT enjoy Webster 
Lake IMMEDIATELY!  
Go To MLS # 73582966   $277,500.

Webster Lake ~
 60 Wakefield Ave ~ Corner Lot!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug 

Harbor Villa 

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com
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Licensed in MA & CT
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REAL ESTATE  

 AUCTION

55 Old Common Rd., Auburn, MA 
Wed., October 28 at 11am On-site

Open House: Wed., October 21 (11am-1pm)

4,107± sf, 4BR, 3.5BA Home 
with Detached 2-Car Garage on 1.7± Acres

FOR RENT
DUDLEY AND 

WEBSTER 
2 Bedrooms 

W/D Hookup 
Quiet 

neighborhoods 
Off Street Parking 
Call 774-230-7731

REAL ESTATE

ting. Does a semicolon sug-
gest hostility? Is a colon a 
threat? Should I apologize 
for using parentheses?

And don’t get me started 
on the three little dots that 
appear when somebody is 
typing a response. Those 
dots can keep a grown man 
staring at his phone like 
he’s awaiting the results of 
an important medical exam-
ination. They appear. They 
disappear. They appear 
again. Then nothing.

What happened? Did the 
person change their mind? 
Did the phone malfunc-

tion? Were they composing 
a lengthy declaration and 
decide against sending it?

In the old days, if some-
body stopped talking half-
way through a sentence, you 
could at least ask whether 
they were all right.

Still, I recognize that 
communication changes 
with every generation.

My grandparents prob-
ably thought answering 
machines were peculiar. 
My parents had their own 
opinions about call waiting. 
And I distinctly remember 
a time when people com-
plained about teenagers 
spending too many hours 
talking on the telephone. 
Now we complain because 

nobody wants to talk on the 
telephone. There’s a certain 
symmetry to that.

The other evening, I 
decided to call an old friend 
I hadn’t spoken with in sev-
eral weeks. For a moment, 
I considered sending a text 
first. Then I decided to take 
my chances.

He answered on the sec-
ond ring.

“What’s wrong?” he 
asked.

“Nothing. Thought I’d 
see how you were doing.”

There was a pause. Then 
he laughed.

“Well, that’s a pleasant 
surprise.”

We talked for nearly half 
an hour. Nothing especial-

ly important came up. We 
traded a few stories, com-
plained mildly about the 
price of things and remem-
bered an incident from 
years ago that somehow 
gets funnier every time we 
tell it. When we hung up, 
I realized how much I’d 
enjoyed hearing his voice.

A few minutes later, my 
phone buzzed. It was a text 
from him.

“Good talking to you.”
I wrote back, “You too.”
Then I looked at the mes-

sage and made one small 
adjustment before sending 
it.

I removed the period. No 
sense starting an argument.

LANTERNS
continued from page  A5
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Why Is Reverse So Important Today?
BY RUTA CONVENT

For years, the words reverse mortgage carried an unfair stigma. Many people believed it 
was only for seniors facing financial hardship or on the verge of losing their homes. That 
perception couldn’t be further from the truth.

Today’s reverse mortgage has evolved into a valuable retirement planning tool designed 
to help older homeowners achieve greater financial security.

Americans are living longer than ever 
before, which means retirement savings 
often need to last 25 to 30 years or more. At 
the same time, inflation continues to drive 
up the cost of groceries, utilities, healthcare, 
insurance, and other everyday expenses. 
While Social Security provides an import-
ant source of income, for many retirees it 
simply isn’t enough to cover monthly living 
costs.

For many homeowners, their house rep-
resents their largest financial asset. A reverse 
mortgage allows qualified homeowners age 
62 and older to convert a portion of their 
home’s equity into tax-free proceeds while 
continuing to live in and own their home. 
There are no required monthly mortgage 
payments as long as the borrower lives in 
the home, maintains it, and stays current on 
property taxes and homeowners insurance.

Rather than being a loan of last resort, 
today’s reverse mortgage is often used as 
part of a comprehensive retirement strategy. 
The funds can help supplement monthly 
income, cover healthcare expenses, make 
home improvements, create an emergency 
reserve, or reduce the need to withdraw 
money from retirement investments during 
market downturns.

Just as important, today’s reverse mort-
gage is one of the most highly regulat-
ed mortgage products available. Federally 
insured Home Equity Conversion 
Mortgages (HECMs) are governed by strict 
federal guidelines and consumer protec-
tions. Every borrower must complete inde-
pendent counseling with a HUDapproved 
counselor before obtaining the loan, ensur-
ing they fully understand both the benefits 
and responsibilities. These safeguards help 
homeowners make informed decisions that 
fit their individual financial goals.

As retirement continues to change, so 
must the way we think about financing it. 
A reverse mortgage is no longer a product 
to be feared or misunderstood. For many 
homeowners, it is simply another finan-
cial toolone that can provide additional 
income, greater flexibility, and peace of 
mind throughout retirement.

At Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, we spe-
cialize in helping homeowners explore how 
a reverse mortgage could fit into their over-
all retirement strategy. With over a century 
of financial strength and a commitment to 
service, we guide our clients every step of 
the way - ensuring they understand their 
options and make informed, confident deci-
sions.

Your home could be the key to a more 
secure retirement. To learn how a reverse 
mortgage could work for you, contact Ruta 
Convent, your local Mutual of Omaha 
Retirement Mortgage Specialist, and sched-
ule a free, no-obligation consultation. Ruta 
has over 40 years of finance and mortgage 
experience. She lives in Uxbridge with her 
husband John, and pup Coco.

BY ANGELA SYMOCK
PRINCIPAL

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Were you one of 
the lucky students who attended Nature’s 
Classroom as a sixth grader? For the past 
26 years, I’ve had the privilege of watching 
Trinity students head off on this special 
adventure and return with stories, stronger 
friendships, and memories that last long 
after the week is over.

A few years ago, I was lucky enough to 
experience Nature’s Classroom from a dif-
ferent perspective when I had the opportu-
nity to chaperone alongside my daughter’s 
sixth-grade class. What a blessing! I was 
able to see firsthand the learning, laughter, 
teamwork, and joy that takes place through-

out the week. It is so much more than a 
field trip—it is an experience that chal-
lenges students, brings them together, and 
creates memories they will carry with them 
for years to come. Nature’s Classroom has 
become such a cherished Trinity tradition, 
and each year our sixth graders add their 
own chapter to that tradition.

To our parents who make sacrifices to 
ensure their children can have this experi-
ence: well done! Your support makes these 
opportunities possible, and the value of 
giving our students experiences like this is 
truly priceless.

Here’s to another generation of Trinity 
sixth graders learning, exploring, laugh-
ing, and making memories at Nature’s 
Classroom!

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!
FRIGIDAIRE 

DISHWASHER 
REG. $449.99
$299.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$899.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!
END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

    Visit Us First!!!

THOUSANDS OF

APPLIANCES!

END OF SEASON

TV SALE!
32” HDTV................  $99.99
40” HDTV................  $149.99
50” HDTV................  $199.99
  55” HDTV.............. $299.99
  65” HDTV.............. $299.99
  70” HDTV.............. $399.99
  75” HDTV.............. $599.99

INSTANT 0%
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

Special Savings on...
EE  Bedrooms
EE  Living Rooms
EE  Recliners
EE  Occasional Pieces
EE  Entertainment Center
EE  Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process of selling out some of our 
current stock to make room for new 2026 models. Because

of this, we are offering savings throughout the store!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
see store for details

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-877
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

M.T.W. & SAT. 9:30-6, TH. & FRI. 9:30-7, SUN. 11-5
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders
will be take on these items. Floor Sample Clearance
items are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

A Trinity Tradition: 
Nature’s Classroom   

Courtesy

Bank of America volunteers, 
led by Michael Garand, pres-
ident of Bank of America, 
Worcester,  joined    Bank of 
America’s  2026  Worcester 
Neighborhood Builder®,  Habitat 
for Humanity MetroWest/Greater 
Worcester on October 8, 2026, 
to help build a home for a local 
family. The volunteer effort reflects 
Bank of America’s ongoing com-
mitment to strengthening commu-
nities and expanding access to 
safe, affordable housing across 
Central Massachusetts through the 
Bank of America Neighborhood 
Builder program.   Since the pro-
gram’s inception in 2004, 69 
nonprofits have been select-
ed as Neighborhood Builders 
in Massachusetts, with the Bank 
investing more than $10 million 
into these nonprofits.  


