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Frank Racette and town historian Bill Pearsall.

It started with some messages through the Aspinock Facebook platform wanting to know if we would like a donation of some General Israel Putnam
memorabilia. Of course, the answer is a huge yes. This is how we met Frank Racette, who walked into the museum with a large box and a big smile.
One by one, the contents came out with ooh’s and ahh’s over each piece. You can see the great treasures here or in person at our museum. Books,
postcards, art and even a pin from a Cracker Jack box. If you have an interest in General Putnam, you need to check these out. The museum is located
upstairs in the Putnam Municipal complex and can be viewed from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays. Pictured, left to right, are

Republican
House
candidate
under fire

for anti-
LGBT(Q+
statements

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — A local candidate for
state office has drawn a firestorm of
criticism from both political parties
after a controversial post condeming
Pride Month.

On June 2, Jadon MacCormack,
a Republican candidate for
Connecticut’s 50th House District,
which includes Brooklyn, Eastford,
Pomfret, and Woodstock, posted a
message on his campaign’s offi-
cial Facebook Page calling June

Courtesy

Occupants and
animals escape

Interact Club finishes
year

“Straight Month” and speaking
against the LGBTQ+ community
that he believes “threaten the inno-
cence of the next generation.” The
rhetoric drew backlash from both
Republicans and Democrats who
have called for him to drop out of

one busy

Mechanic Street fire | &l '

DANIELSON — No injuries were reported following a
fire on Mechanic Street in Danielson on Friday, May 29,
with first responders even helping rescue a cat from the
home.

The Danielson Fire Department has reported that at 10:27
a.m. on May 29, the department was alerted to a first-alarm
fire at 263 Mechanic St., an address listed for Rosemary
Ridge Farm. Initial reports indicated possible entrapment pmgpel Perreault, Calleigh Levesque, Estella Freitas.
of children inside the residence, but all residents and a pet  pyTNAM —  Pai ge

fel Rotary’s Interact Club
escaped safely. Gabriell

Left to right: Alyssa Daniels, Ava Tucker, Paige Perry, Gabriell Cerasiello, Billie Lewis,

the race.

June is celebrated as Pride
Month, a celebration of identity
for the LGBTQ+ community. Over
the years, the month has grown
in popularity and presence as the
community has become more pub-
licly accepted. MacCormack, who
Republicans endorsed to represent
the party in the race for the 50th
w| District held by Democrat Pat Boyd
Courtesy  Since 2017, took to social media to
speak against Pride Month and the
entire LGBTQ+ community calling

Park, distributed back- for voters to “take a stand.” He

made a promise to “stand firmly

“At the time of the dispatch, a full engine crew from the
Danielson Fire Department, along with Car 61, responded
immediately to the scene. While en route, QV Dispatch
advised that all children had safely exited the home,”
wrote the department on social media. “Members from KB
Ambulance and an officer from the South Killingly Fire
Department arrived on scene to find a working kitchen fire.

Turn To FIRE page A1l

Perry  and
Cerasiello, seniors at
Putnam High School,
rang the Interact bell for
the last time at its award
and Induction celebration
May 26.

Perry and Cerasiello
were this year’s Putnam

co-presidents. They fin-
ished one busy year!

In their presentation
they listed all the events
and activities the club
took part in throughout
the school year. In August
the club: Volunteered at
the Kid’s Zone in Rotary

packs and school supplies
to families at TEEG and
Turn To INTERACT

page A1l

against” the LGBTQ+ community,
which he feels has corrupted fam-
ilies and “eroded the foundational
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This past Saturday, Killingly Track & Field sent the best of the best to compete against the rest of the State of Connecticut in
State-Opens! That was Jeremiah Smith and Cooper Logee... although Logee could not compete, he certainly deserves a shout
out for qualifying in High Jump! Smith competed in the 110 hurdles, which he has been dominant in all season! He finished
10th with a time of 15.15 seconds!

Fourth Annual Arts
and Crafts Festival

PUTNAM — The Putnam Arts Council (PAC) is pleased
to announce it will be hosting the Putnam Fine Arts and Crafts
Festival on June 13 and 14.

This event is becoming another major art attraction for which
Putnam is known. It will bring local communities together for a
day of art, music, and fun as well as being close to the wonder-
ful restaurants and businesses in the downtown area.

The festival will take place at the Putnam Municipal
Complex, 200 School St., Putnam, and will feature more than
55 artists from throughout New England, live demonstrations
by area artists, music by local musicians, and more. Attendees
can expect to select from a variety of mediums including paint-
ings, pottery, photography, and more.

“We are thrilled to once again bring a fine arts and crafts
festival to Putnam and to showcase the incredible talent in our
area and beyond,” said Beth Johnston, one of the festival’s
organizers. “Our Arts Council is excited to welcome everyone
to experience the joy and creativity that the arts can bring, while
supporting local artists, and finding the perfect gift for a loved
one or the next amazing piece for your home.”

An additional feature this year is the opportunity to visit the
Particle Accelerator music concert in Rotary Park on Saturday.
This event raises money for mental health awareness. It’s sure
to be an exciting day in Putnam with a variety of opportunities.

The Festival will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day, rain
or shine. Parking and admission are free. A free shuttle bus will
also be available to take visitors to

selected sights in town.

For more information, visit www.putnamctartscouncil.com
or follow Putnam CT

Arts Council on social media.
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2026 Guide to Farm Fresh Food in
Northeastern Connecticut now available

REGION — For those looking
for local farmers’ markets, near-
by farmstands, farms that partici-
pate in the SNAP program, farms
that offer ‘pick-your-own’ fruits,
organic farms, farms that have
activities for children, and farms

that offer ‘CSA farm shares,” they
can find them all listed in the free
2026 Guide to Farm Fresh Food
in Northeastern Connecticut.’
Produced annually by Grown
ConNECTed, an initiative of
UConn Extension, this indispens-

Edward Jones
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able 52-page guide is an easy-to-
use reference to find whatever
you’re looking for when it comes
to fresh, locally grown food —
including treats such as maple
syrup and honey. It is an essential
guide to keep at hand while trav-
elling within the scenic and rural
corner of the state.

More than 175 farms and farm-
stands in Connecticut’s ‘Quiet
Corner’ are listed, as well as
the area’s 21 farmers’ markets.
The Guide also lists retail stores,
restaurants, and food trucks that
sell or cook with fresh, locally
grown produce and meats from
the region. More and more farms
and farmers’ markets are now
accepting SNAP (Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program)
EBT cards and the Guide makes
it easy to find which ones partici-
pate in SNAP.

A calendar of the region’s pop-
ular agricultural fairs and farm
events is also included in this
colorful resource that offers a way
to plan a whole season of fami-
ly-friendly outings.

There is an organized list of
farms by town with a beautifully
illustrated map of the region’s
farms from the state’s border with
Rhode Island and west to Hebron
and Stafford, and from Preston

north to the Massachusetts line.

“The Northeast Corner of
Connecticut has a vibrant com-
munity of small farms and Grown
ConNECTed works to promote
each and every one of these fami-
ly operations,” said Ginger Jenne,
who designed the Farm Fresh
Food Guide in her role as Grown
ConNECTed Project Coordinator
for UConn Extension.

“Our family farms are vital in
providing locally grown food for
our communities and we have
found that when people shop at
their local farms and farmers’
markets they learn more about
where their food comes from and
feel more connected to their com-
munity,” Jenne said. “So, in addi-
tion to getting the freshest, most
nutritious food for their families,
they are making social connec-
tions that are just as important
for sustaining health as that fresh
strawberry or head of broccoli
they just bought.”

The free 2026 ‘Guide to Farm
Fresh Food in Northeastern
Connecticut’ will be available
beginning in May at farmers’
markets, small local food retail-
ers, the public information area at
libraries in each town, and social
service agencies. It can now
be viewed and downloaded at

rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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32. Born of
33. N. German town

CLUES DOWN

1. Scottish island
2. River in the Netherlands
3. Asian people

25. Instrument to measure wind speed
26. Luxury carmaker

27. Bitterly regret

28. Not or

29, Google certification

63.
64.

35

4. Fuzzy fruit 38
5. Ninth month (abbr.) 40
6. An idealistic social reformer 41.
7. What you owe 42

8. Colorless mineral 43,
9. Overjoyed 44,
10. Rattling breaths 45

11. Tropical Old World tree 47.
13. A citizen of Senegal 48,
17. Greek mythological beauty 49,
24, Wrath 52

53

55.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Sealed with a kiss 34. Notes
5. Large sandwich 39. Move away from land
8. Swiss city 42. Vulcanite
12. Japanese persimmons 44. More ignoble
14. When you hope to get somewhere 46. Child actor Kirk
15. Wings 47. Written works
16. A name of God 49, Sea vessel
18. Elected official (informal) 50. Residue
19. Abnormal breathing 51. Engraved
20. “Seinfeld” character 56. Having sufficient skill
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 57. One and only
22. Something for sale 58. Erase
23. Gets rid of 59. Broad inlets
26. One who touts 60, Nightmarish street
30. Blemished 61. Play again
31. Less than exciting 62. Formerly (archaic)

Add a color to change the color
Move swiftly and lightly

. Midway between northeast and east
36.
AT

Space station
Relating to the ears

. Congressman
. Yelled at

Rudely assertive

Defunct European money
Shared one’s soul

Onion rolls

. A way to state clearly

Relating to a lobe
Underlying message
Hollywood pig

. Indicates pitch
. Filament of a feather
54,

Small ornamental ladies’ bag for
small articles
Diminish

GrownConNECTed.org where a
variety of other information about
local farms is also available.

Grown ConNECTed is an ini-
tiative of UConn Extension to
build connections between farm-
ers and residents in Northeast
Connecticut. The project supports
more than 175 farms and 21 farm-
ers’ markets across 32 towns in
Eastern Connecticut. The goal of
the Grown ConNECTed For All
campaign is to increase oppor-
tunities for all residents to find
and purchase locally grown food,
specifically by building aware-
ness that those who receive SNAP
food assistance are able to use
their EBT cards at local SNAP
retailer farms.

Grown ConNECTed works
with social service organizations
and municipal representatives to
provide accessible information
about these resources to those
who face food insecurity.

Funding forGrownConNECTed
is made possible by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Agricultural Marketing
Service through grant award num-
ber 24FMPPCT1225-00. Its con-
tents are solely the responsibility
of the authors and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views
of the USDA.

Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith
Council adopts statement
on justice, compassion, and
human dignity

KILLINGLY/BROOKLYN
The Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith
Council (KBIC), a coalition of cler-
gy and lay leaders representing
diverse faith communities in north-
eastern Connecticut, has formal-
ly adopted an interfaith statement
affirming the values of justice,
compassion, human dignity, envi-
ronmental stewardship, and care
for vulnerable populations.

The statement was approved
following discussions among rep-
resentatives of member congrega-
tions who expressed concern about
a range of public policy issues
affecting local residents and com-
munities across the nation and
around the world.

The statement affirms the
Council’s collective commitment
to social justice and emphasizes
the shared teachings found across
religious traditions calling upon
people of faith the “care for the
vulnerable, welcome the stranger,
pursue justice, protect creation and
seek peace.”

The statement expresses con-
cerns about immigration enforce-
ment practices that create fear and
family instability, reductions in
healthcare, food assistance, vet-
erans’ services and humanitarian
programs, growing global conflict
and displacement and increasing
acts of hatred and dehumanization
directed toward marginalized com-
munities.

The Council also reaffirmed
its opposition to antisemitism,
Islamophobia, racism, xenophobia,
homophobia, transphobia, hostility
toward Indigenous peoples and all

forms of hatred and exclusion.

Barbara Schreier, President of
the Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith
Council, stated, “There is some-
thing deeply powerful about the
degree of agreement reflected in
this statement. Our congregations
come from different religious tra-
ditions, histories and perspectives,
yet we found remarkable consen-
sus around the importance of social
justice, compassion, human dig-
nity, and care for the vulnerable.
At a time of increasing division
and fear, this statement reflets the
shared moral values that unite
our faith communities and our
common belief that every human
being deserves dignity, respect and
humane treatment.”

Council members
emphasized that the state-
ment is grounded in long-
standing religious teach-
ings found across faith
traditions rather than in
partisan politics.

The statement emphasiz-
es that the Council does
not seek political uniformi-
ty among its member

congregations but
believes faith communities
have both the right and
responsibility to speak

publicly when issues of
justice, peace, compassion,
and human dignity are at
stake.

The Killingly-Brooklyn
Interfaith Council is a fel-
lowship of local religious
communities committed to
interfaith understanding,

Cl
Z 3
O L
; 3 3
D N S
- 0 3
O W 1
(Vp)] 3|3 NV
LLJ a N[O 3|
—l s |3 Y|N W 1|3
N W31 VidldL AN I[VY[T]3
N 3j1|v|y 1|0|d H{3|M|[H|V|A
E alvil|v viL|3 S| I[M[V|X
N|H|[3]|8 g/nis A|V(m|s

i

TO PLACE A BUSINESS AD:
MIKAELA VICTOR

RETAIL ADVERTISING
860-928-1818 Ext. 313
mikaela@villagernewspapers.com
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

860-928-1818, exr. 303
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news
CALL: 860-928-4215

OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550

TO SUBMIT A LETTER

TO THE EDITOR: or PRESS
RELEASE

E-MAIL:
brendan@yvillagernewspapers.com
OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550

The Thompson Villager (USPS 024-998) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, 10A
Beeches Ln, Woodstock Ct 06281. Periodical postage paid at Putnam, CT and addition-
al mailing office(s). POSTMASTER: send address changes to Villager Newspapers c/o
Stonebridge Press, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED BY STONEBRIDGE PRESS

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
FrANK G. CHILINSKI
860-928-1818 xt. 103
Frank@salmonpress.news

BUSINESS MANAGER
RyAN CORNEAU
860-928-1818 rxr. 102
ryan@salmonprcss.ncws

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jim DINIcorA
508-764-6102

jdinicola@stonebridgepress.com

EDITOR
BRENDAN BERUBE
860-928-1818 x 323
brendan@yvillagernewspapers.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
JULIE CLARKE
860-928-1818, ext. 305
julic@villagernewspapers.com

cooperation, and service through-
out northeast Connecticut.

A copy of the full statement, enti-
tled “An Interfaith Statement on
Justice, Compassion, and Human
Dignity,” is available upon request.

About the Killingly-Brooklyn
Interfaith Council

The Killingly-Brooklyn
Interfaith Council is a fellowship of
clergy, congregations, and lay lead-
ers from diverse religious tradi-
tions working together to strength-
en mutual understanding, pro-
mote community service, support
interfaith dialogue, and address
issues affecting the well-being of
residents throughout northeastern
Connecticut.

Dayville Fire
Company to
host blood
drive June 23

DAYVILLE — Community members will
have an opportunity to help save lives when
the American Red Cross holds a blood drive
at Dayville Fire Company 63 on Tuesday,
June 23.

Sponsored by American Legion Post 21,
the blood drive will take place from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the fire station, located at 465
Hartford Pike in Dayville.

The Red Cross encourages eligible
donors to make an appointment in advance.
Appointments can be scheduled by calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or by
visiting RedCrossBlood.org and entering the
sponsor code “DayvilleFire.”

As an added incentive, donors who give
blood during June will receive a $15 e-gift
card and be entered for a chance to win a
$7,500 prize through a special Red Cross
promotion.

Blood donations remain essential to main-
taining an adequate supply for hospitals and
patients in need. Organizers encourage local
residents to consider donating and helping
meet the ongoing demand for lifesaving
blood products.

For more information or to schedule an
appointment, visit RedCrossBlood.org.

Quiet Corner Al-Anon group
meets Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon
meeting meets at the East Woodstock
Congregational Church every Wednesday
from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group
is open to anyone affected by alcoholism,
family or friend.
directed to 860-634-3271.

Any enquiries can be
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How much should you really have saved by age 40, 50, 60?

When it comes to retirement

that everything else builds on.

planning, one of the most common  FINANCIAL In your 50s, the conversation
questions we receive from our cli- tends to shift. For many, this is the
ents is simple on the surface, but Focus period where income peaks, and
complex in practice: how much ° ° ° ° ° ° ° with that comes the opportunity to
should T actually have saved by VI!-IIQI{I‘]IE‘E:R accelerate progress. This is often
now? INVESTMENT where small adjustments can make

It’s a fair question, especially in a ADVISER a meaningful difference, wheth-

world where financial benchmarks
are easy to find and even easier to
compare yourself against. By age 40, you
may hear that you should have three times
your annual salary saved. By 50, five to
six times. And by 60, closer to eight or ten
times.

Those numbers can be helpful. They pro-
vide a quick snapshot and a way to gauge
progress. But they don’t tell the full story.
Because while benchmarks offer direction,
they don’t account for the most important
variable in any financial plan: your life.

Income doesn’t grow in a straight line.
Priorities shift; families expand; careers
change. Some individuals spend their 30s
aggressively saving, while others are invest-
ing in a business or paying down debt. On
paper, those paths can look very different,
even if they ultimately lead to the same
outcome.

That’s why it’s important to view these
savings targets not as rules, but as reference
points.

Goals for each stage

By your 40s, the focus is less about hitting
a perfect number and more about building
momentum. This is often a decade defined
by competing priorities—career growth,
raising a family, managing expenses—and
it’s easy for long-term planning to take a
back seat. But this is also when consistency
begins to compound. Establishing a disci-
plined approach to saving and investing,
even if it isn’t perfect, creates the foundation

er that’s increasing contributions,
reducing debt, or becoming more
intentional about how assets are allocated.
It’s also a time when tax strategy and long-
term planning start to play a larger role in
shaping outcomes.

By your 60s, the focus becomes less about
accumulation and more about transition.
The question is no longer only how much
you’ve saved, but how those savings will
support your lifestyle. How will income be
generated? How will risk be managed? How
will all these pieces fit together? And that’s
why at this stage the structure of your finan-
cial plan matters just as much as the size of
your wealth.

The magic ingredient at every stage:
Alignment

One of the biggest misconceptions we
hear is that financial progress is defined by
a single number. In reality, it’s also heavily
defined by alignment — alignment between
your resources and your goals, your strategy
and your timeline, and between what you’ve
built and how you plan to use it.

Ultimately, the goal isn’t to hit a bench-
mark; it’s to create a level of financial inde-
pendence that allows you to make decisions
with confidence. For many people, that
realization can be both reassuring and moti-
vating. Especially if they feel like they’re
behind.

The truth is, very few financial journeys
follow a perfectly predictable path. There
are periods of acceleration and periods of

pause. There are decisions that move you
forward and moments where things feel
uncertain. What matters most isn’t where
you fall relative to a benchmark today; it’s
what direction you’re moving in and wheth-
er that direction is in alignment with the end
goals of your financial plan.

The next steps

In many cases, the next step isn’t dras-
tic. It’s not about overhauling everything
overnight. It’s about gaining clarity and
understanding of where you’re at in your
financial plan, identifying what’s working,
and adjusting where needed in order to stay
on track toward your goals.

Sometimes that means increasing your
savings rate. Sometimes it means refining
your investment approach. Sometimes it
simply means putting a structure around
decisions that previously felt scattered.

And in many cases, it means stepping
back and asking a better question. Not, “Am
I where I should be?” but, “Am I building
a plan that supports where I want to go?”
Because that’s where real progress can hap-
pen.

At WHZ Strategic Wealth Advisors, we
work with individuals and families to con-
nect those pieces, bringing together invest-
ments, tax strategy, and long-term planning
into a coordinated approach. The goal is not
to chase some magic number, but to create
clarity around what’s required to achieve
your dreams and to build a plan that you
can feel confident will help to get you there
over time.

If you're evaluating where you stand
today, benchmarks can be a useful starting
point. But a well-built plan is what ultimate-
ly determines where you go from here.

If you’re ready to create a tailored strategy
designed to support your long-term financial
goals, schedule a complimentary discovery

PUTNAM — Jeep Ducking just
got better! The 2026 Pluck-A-Duck
Raffle Event introduces two major
enhancements: Duck Duck Jeep
Contest and The Ultimate Duck
Count Challenge. These contests
are rolled out as two new ways Jeep
owners, duck enthusiasts and the
community can join in the fun.

The Ultimate Duck Count
Challenge encourages the com-
munity to Guess the Ducks and
Win Big! How many rubber ducks
can fit inside a mini Jeep? That’s
the question Pluck-A-Duck orga-
nizers are asking the community
in a fun-filled contest designed to
bring smiles, excitement, and a little
friendly competition.

Now through Aug. 10, the com-
munity is invited to submit their
best guess for the number of rubber
ducks packed into a specially dis-
played mini Jeep on display at con-
test sponsor, JT’s Appliance. The
person whose guess is closest to
the actual number of ducks without
going over will win a $100 VISA
gift card. The contest is hosted by
JT’s Appliance, 51 Pomfret Street in
Putnam CT and is free and open to
participants of all ages. Entries can
be submitted during JT’s Appliance
business hours, Monday through
Friday from 9 am. — 5 p.m. and
Saturday 9 a.m. — 2 p.m.

The winner will be announced on
Aug. 11.

“Whether you’re a rubber duck or
Jeep enthusiast or just enjoy a good
challenge, everyone has a chance to
win,” said Beth Markowski-Roop,
Chairperson 2026 PBA Pluck A
Duck Raffle Event.

Rubber ducks have become a
beloved symbol among Jeep own-
ers through the popular “Duck
Duck Jeep” tradition, where Jeep

drivers randomly leave rubber
ducks on fellow Jeeps as a gesture
of kindness and camaraderie. This
contest puts a creative twist on
that tradition by challenging par-
ticipants to estimate just how many
ducks can fit into our mini Jeep,
professionally painted “rubber duck
yellow” by Flawless Painting Pros.

Community members are encour-
aged to stop by, take a close look at
the mini Jeep, and make their best
guess. One lucky participant will
walk away with the $100 VISA
gift card grand prize and bragging
rights as the ultimate duck-counting
expert.

The Duck Duck Jeep Contest
is a fun new contest for the Main
Street Car Cruise, held August 9
in the downtown area in Putnam
CT. Jeep owners are encouraged
to participate in this year’s event
and turn heads by creating the most
duck-tastic ride in town with this
rubber duck themed decorating
contest.

Jeep owners can deck out their
Jeep with ducks, yellow flair and
splashy style, and compete to win
one of three new categories, with
trophies and a $25 RUNNINGS gift
card awarded to each winner. The
duck-themed categories include:

DUCKARAMA - Awarded to the
Jeep with the most ducks displayed,
largest “duck pond” (dashboards
covered in ducks), or the most cre-
atively integrated ducks.

QUIRKIEST QUACK - Awarded
to the Jeep that has the funniest,
most unique, or custom-painted
duck on display

BEST THEME - Awarded to the
Jeep customized to fit a specific
motif (i.e. pirate, superhero, holi-
day) that includes perfectly match-
ing rubber ducks.

Poets at Large presents

DiCaronimo & Wheeler June 20

“We’re excited to bring the Duck
Duck Jeep tradition and love of
rubber ducks to the Main Street Car
Cruise with fun displays thousands
of attendees will enjoy,” said Beth
Markowski-Roop, Chairperson
2026 PBA Pluck A Duck Raffle
Event.

The Putnam Business
Association’s Duck Duck Jeep
Contest is fun and free, thanks to
the support of the Town of Putnam’s
Main Street Car Cruise and contest
sponsor RUNNINGS!

When: August 9, 9am-2pm

Where: Downtown Putnam,
Kennedy Drive, Putham CT

Registration: Begins at 8am.
Registration cards can be obtained
by visiting the bandstand at Rotary
Park on the morning of the event.

Contest

. 1 b Financing available to qualified customers!
announced anV:lH;?tZd le 1 p rne We take pride thesidingstoreinc.com
in the Pluck A Duck Kids Comer, || nowrastoner| 860.423.7771  860.963.9035 [
’ senice! | 860.886.1718 860.564.7088  visa[~

Rotary Park. Gift Cards and tro-
phies will be awarded.

In addition to the Duck Duck Jeep
Contest, attendees can enjoy a wide
variety of classic cars, custom vehi-
cles, vendor exhibits, food trucks,
entertainment, and family-friendly
activities throughout the day.

The 2026 Pluck-A-Duck Raffle
Event is a powerful fundraising
platform for the Putnam Business
Association, their advocacy for
local businesses and many free
community events. The event also
supports 37 non-profit organiza-
tions and schools who are selling
PBA Pluck-A-Duck raffle tickets
and retain a portion from every
ticket sold for their worthy cause.
Additional details on the contests
and Raffle Event are available at
https://www.discoverputnam.com/
pbarubber-
duckrace.

session with us at whzwealth.com or call
(860) 928-2341. We’ll help you build and
maintain a financial plan to connect today to
the tomorrow you envision with “Absolute
Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For
Life.”

Authored by WHZ Vice President,
Associate  Wealth ~ Advisor  Holly
C. Wanegar, CFP®. Al may have been
used in the research and initial draft-
ing of this piece. WHZ Strategic Wealth
Advisors does not provide tax or legal
advice, and nothing in the accompanying
pages should be construed as specific tax
or legal advice. Securities and advisory
services offered through Commonwealth
Financial Network®, Member FINRA/
SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. 697
Pomfret St., Pomfret Center, CT 06259 and
392-A Merrow Rd., Tolland, CT 06084,
860-928-2341. http://www.whzwealth.com.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

~\ I KUBALA
luj }HOMEIMPROVEMENT

. Y(.JUI’ V.VimI:(o_w & Door Experts
iy =
s ;‘\,_ — Wl g

100% Financing
Available

CALL NOW FOR

50% OFF

WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATION

2026 Pluck-A-Duck Raffle adds two ‘quacktastic’ (508) 784-15
features for Jeep owners, duck enthusiasts

WANTED TO BUY

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Pewter » Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

References Galore e Fully Licensed ¢ Senior Discounts e Lead Safe

. THE SIDING STORE™*_

Siding * Roofing * Windows ¢ Decks ® Sunrooms

SPRING SPECIALS
NOW IN EFFECT

AFFORDABY

\
— v
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

POMFRET — Poets at Large will host
poets from Fitchburg, Mass. on Saturday
night, June 20, at 7 p.m. at The Vanilla
Bean Café, 450 Deerfield Rd. in Pomftret.
The featured readers that night will
be Laura DiCaronimo and Sarah Beth
Wheeler. Admission is free and donations
are welcome.

DiCaronimo is an optician, poet and
wife who holds certification in nonprofit
management. She hosts and organizes The
Openest Mic series and is a board member
of Worcester County Poetry Association.
She was the inaugural Dan Lewis recipient
and was one of the nominees for the 2025
Spoken Word Artist of the Year through
the Boston Music Awards. DiCaronimo
has performed internationally, and her
first chapbook, “Winner for Trying”
(Metaphysical Fox Press), was published
in 2025. Her email is listenstotheradio@
gmail.com.

Wheeler is a lifelong poet, and has per-
formed from Boston to San Fransico plac-

ing second in the Dancing Poetry Festival.
She recently served as a judge for the
Second Annual Massachusetts Poetry
Olympics. Wheeler has been published in
multiple chapbooks and she is co-creator
of the album, “The Unforgivable Ghetto,”
where her poetry is powerfully accompa-
nied with a musical underscore. This event
begins at 7 p.m. Contact karen.warinsky @
gmail.com to be in the open mic. Age 16
and up.

Poets at Large has brought more than
120 published and awarded poets to the
area since 2020 and dozens of people
have participated in the open mic por-
tions during that time. Poets at Large is a
project of Windham Arts. All events are
ADA compliant and are recommended for
ages 16 and up. Readings for the rest of
the season are sponsored in part by dona-
tions from bankHometown, Charter Oak
FCU, WHZ Financial and The Putnam
Area Foundation. Contact karen.warin-
sky@gmail.com to sign up for the open
mic; five-minute max as time allows.

Ralph Campagna, BC-HIS

Call 860-315-9656 to
schedule a hearing evaluation.

Let us check your insurance benefit. We are
providers for: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare,
Aetna, Connecticare, Humana, Wellcare,
Care Partners, Cigna, CT Medicaid, etc.

Stephanie Balducci, AuD
Doctor of Audiology

Jim Verge, BC-HIS

amplisound ™

HEARING CARE CENTERS
19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam ﬂ

351 Merline Road, Vernon
www.amplisound.com
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Words
matter in
public life

The Quiet Corner has long prided itself on
being a place where neighbors can disagree
without becoming enemies.

Whether discussing school budgets,
land use, taxes, economic development, or
elections, residents of Killingly, Putnam,
Thompson, Woodstock and surrounding
communities have often found themselves
on different sides of important issues. Yet
most understand that healthy debate is part
of a functioning democracy. Strong opinions
are not a problem. In fact, they are often
necessary.

What happened this past week serves as a
reminder that there is a difference between
disagreement and dehumanization.

A candidate for public office drew wide-
spread criticism after posting comments
about the LGBTQ+ community that were
condemned not only by political opponents,
but by members of his own party. Republican
leaders at the state and local levels joined
Democratic officials in rejecting language
that many viewed as hateful and inconsistent
with the values of a free society.

The remarkable aspect of this controversy
is not that people disagreed. Politics has
always involved disagreement. The remark-
able aspect is the broad bipartisan response.
Leaders from across the political spectrum
found common ground on a simple princi-
ple: no one should face threats, punishment,
violence, or discrimination because of who
they are.

The strength of a community is measured
not by how it treats people with whom
everyone agrees, but by how it treats those
who are different.

The First Amendment protects speech,
including speech that many find offensive.
That protection is one of the cornerstones
of American liberty. But the existence of a
right does not remove the responsibility that
comes with exercising it. Candidates seeking
public office are asking voters to trust them
with leadership. Their words carry weight.
They help define the tone of public conver-
sation and shape how communities view
themselves.

Residents of the 50th District are facing
important issues. Families are concerned
about rising costs, education funding,
housing affordability, economic opportu-
nity, infrastructure, and the future of local
communities. These are the challenges that
deserve thoughtful discussion during an
election season.

When public debate becomes dominated
by rhetoric that targets groups of people
rather than solutions to problems, everyone
loses. Attention is diverted from issues that
affect daily life. Communities become more
divided. Trust erodes.

One encouraging lesson from the past
week is that residents and elected officials
alike demonstrated a willingness to speak up
when they believed a line had been crossed.
They did so from different political per-
spectives, but with a shared commitment to
civility and respect.

That commitment is worth preserving.

The Quiet Corner is home to people of
many backgrounds, beliefs, faiths, and view-
points. No election result will change that
reality. After campaign signs come down
and votes are counted, neighbors will still
see one another at town meetings, school
events, churches, businesses, and communi-
ty gatherings.

Public service should be about bring-
ing communities together around common
goals, even when disagreements remain.
Respectful debate strengthens democracy.
Personal attacks and rhetoric that diminishes
the humanity of others weaken it.

As another election season unfolds, res-
idents should expect candidates to offer
ideas, leadership, and solutions. They should
expect spirited debate. They should also
expect a basic level of decency.

That is not a partisan value. It is a com-
munity value.

Letter submission polic
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s
name, address, and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the author’s name and
the town in which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the required in-
formation will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to deter-
mine whether a submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and any submis-
sion may be rejected at any time for any reason
he or she might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Brooklyn EMS needs you!

To the Editor:

After offering public comment at three meet-
ings and creating a Facebook post questioning
the decision for our town to change ambulance
providers, I was invited to a Mortlake Board of
Directors meeting. In many ways, I feel that the
conversation that evening was a productive one.

I still do not agree with the decision to change
ambulance providers. Going forward with the
plan to have American Ambulance be our emer-
gency provider, ambulance service will not look
the same. However, we can be assured that when
911 is called, an ambulance will come to your
home. This ambulance will be a “vanbulance,”
not the typical ambulance that you are used to
seeing. If you are not on Medicare or Medicaid,
the bill that you receive will be at least 40 percent
higher. So although, you would be seeing a sav-
ings in your annual tax bill, American Ambulance
is not really offering a savings, they’re just shift-
ing where they’re receiving that money from.
I’m also not convinced that depending entirely on
mutual aid for second ambulance calls is the best
way to move forward.

While meeting with the Board of Directors,
it was agreed that they followed the meeting
procedures for sharing information and that they
thought that the public was aware of the changes
that were happening. They conceded that now
they can see that this may not have been as open
as they assumed and assured me that they will try
to do better going forward.

I could hear that the members of the Board
of Directors who worked on this change did
so in a short time. They felt pressured by the
upcoming budget vote. I think that the decision
was rushed and that the Mortlake members who
were allowed to vote and choose the ambulance
contract were not given the time to understand
and digest the information involved in all the
options to the same depth that I was at this meet-
ing. It was clear that the members of the Board of
Directors have been tasked with many responsi-
bilities and they are tired. I believe that the deci-
sion to put forward American Ambulance as the
choice for our town was made partly because of

this. American Ambulance is the least expensive
choice and that they believed would cause the :
least amount of discussion at budget time. It also :
relieves the Board of Directors of many of their :

responsibilities.

At the Town Forum on May 28, a discussion : :
was held regarding how emergency services are : |[§
going to look in our town going forward. We do :

not have the same amount of volunteers that we

had years ago and there are fewer young volun- :
teers joining the fire departments. If this contin- :
ues, we may find ourselves in a situation where :
we need to consider other options for fire service :
which would be much more expensive than the :
volunteer model that we’re now using. It is up :
to us, as townspeople, to step up and help with :
our emergency services. The volunteers that we :
have now are carrying a burden that is wearing :

them out.

Volunteering can look like receiving training :

as an EMT or Firefighter and becoming an emer-
gency provider.

development, landscaping, building maintenance, :
vehicle repair, and community engagement. This :
list is just a beginning - think about the skills that
you have or the services that your business can :
offer and look toward sharing those with our fire :

department.

But, that is not the only way :
that you can serve your town. Every resident :
of the town has different skills which can be of :
value. The fire department can use people skilled
in accounting, grant writing, cleaning, website

A grand

old flag

: ATHA  Quiet  Corner
‘Hook-In. Saturday, June 13,
- Woodstock Fairgrounds, Route
1169 & 171 Woodstock. 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. Stop by and learn the
" basics of rug hooking, punch
“ needle, rug braiding, spinning,
“basket and broom making,
: wool appli-
que, hand
embroidery
and  knit-
ting.  $5
entrance
fee for
demonstra-
tion par-
ticipation.
Questions:
whisper-
hill@earth-
link .net.

- KILLINGLY
AT
300

MARGARET
WEAVER

Support
a Killingly
Historic
Property.
Killingly Grange #112, 801
: Hartford Turnpike (Route
:101), will hold a Chicken BBQ
- Saturday, June 13 from 4:30-
:6:30 p.m. Rain or shine. half
chicken, corn on the cob, pota-
to salad, roll, watermelon. $16.
Dine in or take out. Limited
number of meals. To reserve
‘a meal call or text 860-884-
1813. The Grange is collect-
ing non-perishable food for the
- local food pantries. At the door
pay by cash, check, or credit
- card.

Anyone can apply to be an associate member
of the fire department and help our emergency :

services by volunteering. Find an application :
on the Web site mortlakefire.com Click on the :
“make a difference” tab and scroll to the bottom :
for an application. If you have questions, the fire :
department can be contacted at 860-774-7555. :
There is an administrative assistant at the depart- :
ment Monday to Friday from 9 am.-3 p.m. Let:
the changes to our ambulance service be a wake :
up call to our community to become involved and

so we can do better!

Celebrate America 250,
Thursday, June 18, 6 p.m.
Putnam Public Library. “A
Heroic But Doomed Defense:
: The Battle of New London”
with Matthew Reardon. Learn
of the treachery of Eastern
:CT native Benedict Arnold.
Co-sponsored by the Aspinock
- Historical Society.

COURTNEY CROFTS :

BROOKLYN

Blaming Trump for Colbert’s cancellation is silly

To the Editor:

A regular contributor to this Opinion page
recently opined that Stephen Colbert’s show was
cancelled because “our thin-skinned egomaniac
president wants to silence anyone who disagrees
with him.”

Claims of this nature are from ignorance, or are
opposition efforts to drag and attach Trump to any
and all skullduggery. “Late Night” shows have
been on a slide since their peak, when Johnny
Carson was averaging 15 to 17 million nightly
viewers per show. Compare that to Colbert’s 2.7
million for each show during the past year and
Kimmel’s 2.5 million, and it is plain to see that it
is nearly impossible for the networks to monetize
“Late Night.”

The fact is that CBS and parent companyé
executives said the cancellation was a “bottom :
line business decision” due to severe financial :
losses from “plummeting ad revenue” / “high:
production costs” / “shifting demographics” /:
and “ratings diminished by viewer dissatisfaction :
with negative political content.” These execu- :
tives are liable financially and criminally under :
US corporate law if they mislead the public and :

investors with false statements.

The fact of the matter is that Late Night’s over- :
all relevance, and Stephen Colbert’s in particular, :
have diminished to the point they are no longer :

viable. Blaming Trump is silly.

EDWARD CLEMENT :
THOMPSON :

We must demand basic human decency from our representatives

To the Editor:

As a resident of Woodstock/50th District and
a licensed mental health professional with nearly
30 years of experience counseling traumatized
children and families, I feel a professional and
moral obligation to speak out regarding the recent
social media post by state representative can-
didate Jadon MacCormack, as posted on social
media (“X”). This image and repost, juxtaposes
an image of a noose with the caption, “The Bible
has a better idea” in response to the LGBTQ+
community. This post crosses a dangerous line
from political rhetoric into the psychological
endangerment of our community members. It’s
not only disturbing, it’s abusive.

My entire career has been dedicated to helping
children and families build resilience through
grief, conflict, and trauma, including design-
ing psychosocial support programs for families
surviving active warfare. I know firsthand how
institutional and cultural safety matters to the
developing minds of children and teens. When
an individual seeking legislative power utilizes
imagery explicitly tied to execution and terror to
target a specific demographic, it severely disrupts
that sense of safety, and it risks normalizing such
hatred.

This is not a matter of standard partisan debate

or disagreement on policy. Rhetoric that hints :
at (or even explicitly portrays) violence and:
normalization of hate as a direct psychological :

stressor on our children, particularly teenagers

who already face disproportionate mental health :
struggles. Posts like what Jadon MacCormack :
shared signal that the environment we live in is :

hostile and that their safety is conditional.
As a community, we cannot dismiss this as

an empty campaign post, click bait or even rage :

bait. Words, public posts and public symbols

carry severe, real-world consequences for mental :

health and public safety.

True leadership requires protecting and fos- :
tering the well-being of every resident in our :
community. Regardless of political affiliation, we :
must collectively demand basic human decency :
and psychological safety for our friends, family, :
neighbors and community. I urge the voters of :
Woodstock/50th District to fully reject this harm- :
ful and quite frankly, sick behavior, and use their :
ballots to uphold the civility, respect, and safety :
that every child, teen and adult in our community. :

Sincerely,

WENDY BRADLEY :
WOODSTOCK :

We stand with our fellow Windham County communities

To the Editor:

The past few days have seen our greater bipar-
tisan Windham County community unite in the
condemnation of viciously ignorant and oppor-
tunistic remarks made by the current Republican
candidate for the 50th District Assembly seat.

The Putnam Democratic Town Committee
denounces this individual, his poor judgment,
and misguided candidacy, and encourages all area
Republican leadership and candidates to repudiate
his run for office. Clearly, his campaign strategy
was to gain publicity; but this defies the adage that
even “bad publicity is good publicity.” He wanted
our attention—he certainly has it now—along
with the attention of over 23,000 residents and

voters in Ashford, Brooklyn, Eastford, Hampton,
Mansfield, Pomfret, and Woodstock. These are
our neighbors: people we work with, friends
we attend church with, celebrate our children at
school gatherings, and share the joy of our com-
munities with.

Putnam stands with all of the towns in Windham
County and the Town of Mansfield in solidarity
and the extravagant embrace of each other’s
diversity, in that we cannot withhold our best in
the face of hate and ignorance when it is within
our power to act.

MARY LOUISE OLIVER

DAR Book Club (16+).
:Killingly Public Library.
: Friday, July 17, 1-2 p.m. Join
‘DAR members for a special
“historical fiction book read/
discussion on A Girl Called
Samson by Amy Harmon. You
do not have to be a mem-
ber to participate. Pick up a
copy of the book at the cir-
culation desk beginning June
15. Amazon had this to say,
“Deborah (Samson), impas-
sioned by the cause, disguises
- herself as a soldier and enlists
in the Continental army. Her
impressive height and lanky
build make her transformation
‘a convincing one, and it isn’t
long before she finds herself
confronting the horrors of war
“ head-on.”

- Celebrate America 250/
‘Putnam.  Wednesday, June
:24, 6-7 p.m. Putnam Public
“Jordan Freeman:
- The Fight to Set a People Free.”

- Library.

- Historian Kevin Johnson’s por-
- trayal of Jordan Freema is told
:from an emotional and excit-
ing first person narrative that
- vividly illustrates the struggle
- of an African-American during
- the Revolutionary War. It is
based on extensive research
“in the collections of the
: Connecticut State Library and
:the Museum of Connecticut
: History. Co-sponsored by the
: Aspinock Historical Society
:and the CT State Library.
Celebrate America 250 in
: Killingly at the Red, White and
: Blue Celebration Friday, June
:26 at Owen Bell Park. Food
: court, music. Event begins at
: 5. Fireworks at approximately
:9:15 a.m. (weather permitting).
: Sunday, June 14
:is Flag Day. Do stop at the
- Killingly Public Library to see
- the wonderful flag exhibit done
: by Laurie Waite of Plainfield’s
:Deborah  Avery  Putnam
- Chapter of the Daughters of the
- American Revolution (DAR).
- Special books on flags were
‘ordered by the staff of the
- library for the display.

© Do you associate the origi-
: nal American flag with Betsey
‘Ross? An Internet search pro-
- vided background on both our
‘flag and Flag Day. “(1775):
: Before adopting a completely
- distinct flag, the Continental
“ Army used the Grand Union

CHAR :

PutNAM DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE

Turn To KILLINGLY page A7
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Stronger schools are the key to a stronger Thompson
To the Editor: throughout my entire education and will Finance meetings, and public hearings. tainty to slowly weaken. The generations

Inaletter written by the late Joseph Lindley
for the 100th anniversary of Tourtellotte
Memorial High School, he left a message
in the voice of Mrs. Harriet Tourtellotte for
future generations of Thompson residents:

“To those students and citizens of
Thompson who sit here listening to this let-
ter 100 years after we dedicated the school
to my two little girls, there is one thing that
I ask; learn, live, and grow to your fullest
potential. Respect the knowledge imparted
upon you at this fine facility and use it as
a means to make the world, and our small
community, a better place to live.”

More than a century after Tourtellotte
Memorial High School was established,
these words remain just as relevant today.
The generations before us invested in edu-
cation because they understood that strong
schools create strong communities. They
built opportunities not only for the students
of their time, but for those who would come
long after them. As students and citizens of
Thompson today, we have a responsibility
to continue that legacy by supporting the
schools that have helped generations of
students learn, grow, and reach their fullest
potential.

As a lifelong Thompson resident and
student within Thompson Public Schools, I
have spent my entire education experiencing
firsthand the opportunities, support, and
community our schools provide students
every day. This is why community support
matters so deeply, not only for the success of
our schools, but for the future and strength
of Thompson as a whole.

Over the years, I have watched our dis-
trict work tirelessly to provide students with
opportunities that fit nearly every inter-
est, pathway, and learning style imagin-
able. Whether students are pursuing college,
trades, athletics, the arts, leadership oppor-
tunities, internships, or technical education,
Thompson Public Schools consistently
works to create an environment where stu-
dents are encouraged and supported to suc-
ceed in their own ways. The dedication from
teachers, staff members, and administrators
is something I have personally experienced

continue to value throughout my life.

Because of the positive learning environ-
ment of our schools, the continued budget
struggles within our town are difficult to
watch. Thompson students continue to need
the support, stability, and encouragement
of their community to maintain the oppor-
tunities that make our schools so special.
After multiple referendum failures last year
and another significant failed vote this year,
many students are beginning to feel the
uncertainty surrounding their education.
While adults often see budget numbers,
tax increases, and financial concerns, stu-
dents see the possible loss of opportunities,
programs, staffing, and stability within the
schools in which they spend most of their
lives. Many of these same programs and
opportunities are the accomplishments and
successes that community members proudly
celebrate and enjoy seeing students have
access to, which is why continued support
for our schools matters so deeply.

At the same time, I believe students also
understand something important: this issue
is much larger than Thompson alone. Your
vote and opinion absolutely matter, but so
does being informed about where many
of these financial pressures truly originate.
Many of the growing concerns surround-
ing education funding, especially regarding
special education costs and state mandates,
extend far beyond the control of our local
schools and town government. Meaningful
change will require not only local involve-
ment but also stronger community advocacy
and attention at the state level where many
of these broader funding issues begin.

This letter is not meant to ignore those
realities; it is simply a call for greater sup-
port, involvement, communication, and
peaceful collaboration within our town.
Rather than being divisive or attacking one
another online, we must remain respectful
and productive. Important discussions sur-
rounding our schools deserve more than a
yes- or - no vote. If residents have concerns,
questions, frustrations, or ideas, those con-
versations should be happening consistently
at Board of Education meetings, Board of

What happened to fiscal responsibility in Thompson?

To the Editor:

At every Thompson Town Meeting, there
is someone to defend the school budget, and
it’s always the State of Connecticut’s fault.

True, Connecticut came up with the Excess
Cost Grant Formula for Local Districts. That
is an added expense. Sadly, that is not
where Thompson’s School problems started.
Thompson’s bloated school budget started
in the 2000°s with the irresponsible expan-
sion of the school. Twenty years ago, our
fearless Leaders with the utmost confidence
claimed Thompson needed a school that
could graduate 100 students a year. At the
time, many town residents said Thompson
did not need such a large school; others said
Thompson cannot afford it. So here we are,
with one of the most expensive schools in
the country, fact.

Will Thompson have 40 graduating this
year.? Imagine 20 years ago, people right
here in Thompson could predict the future.

Big schools come with big expenses. Heat/
air, general maintenance. You get the pic-
ture. St. Joseph School tuition was roughly
$5.500, yet the public school is well over
four times that. Why didn’t we sent students
to St. Joe’s? Yes, taxpayers spend mil-
lions on a school Thompson did not need
and cannot afford. Generous pay raises
for everyone, school bathrooms $120,000,
school lockers $50,000, gym floor $33,000,
all on borrowed money. This would be a
good time to teach the students how to use
sandpaper and paint to renovate the school
lockers.

What has happened to the Republican
party in Thompson? Why this euphoria
on spending money?  What happened to
Republican fiscal responsibility & limited
government? Vote no.

Be well.

LEE LANDRY
THOMPSON

I would also like to express appreciation
to the members of the Board of Education,
who volunteer countless hours to serve our
schools and community. While not every
decision is easy or universally agreed upon,
their continued commitment to advocating
for students, supporting staff, and navigating
difficult challenges deserves recognition and
respect.

Across Connecticut, communities are
experiencing failed referendums and diffi-
cult budget conversations as local govern-
ments try to balance educational needs with
taxpayers’ financial concerns. These are not
issues created solely by local districts or
communities, but broader challenges requir-
ing greater attention and advocacy at the
state level as well. Enough is enough when
it comes to communities being left to repeat-
edly fight the same battles without broader
solutions.

Our schools have spent the past year high-
lighting student success, academic achieve-
ment, athletics, leadership, career pathways,
and the countless opportunities available
within

Thompson Public Schools because there
truly is so much worth celebrating here.
Thompson has

a long history of community, education,
and pride that is worth continuing to build
upon rather

than allowing constant financial uncer-

before us built a town and school system that
many students, families, and educators still
care deeply about today.

That foundation deserves continued sup-
port and investment moving forward.

Even with limited funding and ongoing
financial strain, our educators, staff mem-
bers, and supporters continue working tire-
lessly to maintain opportunities for students.
However, there comes a point where hard
work and dedication alone cannot contin-
ue compensating for the growing financial
pressures schools are facing.

Thompson is capable of being an
even stronger town if we work together.
Supporting schools is not only about fund-
ing a building or passing a budget. It is about
investing in the students who will eventually
become the future workforce, leaders, par-
ents, educators, and community members
of this town.

As a student who has grown up here, I still
believe deeply in our schools, our educators,
and our community. I hope our town can
continue moving toward solutions through
greater involvement, stronger advocacy,
and a shared commitment to preserving
the opportunities and traditions that make
Thompson Public Schools so special.

Sincerely,

MADDISON CARLSON
THOMPSON

Jadon MacCormack 1s a perfectly valid
Republican candidate

To the Editor:

The current Republican uproar over Jadon
MacCormack is just the party coming to
grips with what the GOP has become in the
age of Trump.

For those unfamiliar, Jadon MacCormack
is a homeschooled, obviously Independent
Fundamental Baptist, and a blatant hardcore
social conservative, as opposed to New
England Republicans traditionally favoring
fiscal conservatism. His extreme views are
not anything I haven’t seen before. They
hearken back to the God Family Republic
days of the Constitution Party. Former God
Family Republic supporters however may
find a more mainstream political home in the
party of Trump.

Traditionally the parties are center left and
center right. In the age of MAGA though,
I question whether center right should still
vote Red because of Trump re-enfranchising
the fringe that previously would have voted
third party.

We saw this in his first term with the
aftermath of Charlottesville and the infa-
mous “good people on both sides” remark,
which evolved to numerous forms of both-
sides-ism when it comes to issues like vac-
cines during the pandemic or other cable
news edgelord stuff you might see on Fox
or OAN. Most recently we saw it with
President Trump’s tantrum on “Meet The
Press.” Anger is welcome in the GOP again.
The fringe is welcome in the GOP again.
Im not surprised at all that the GOP has
wound up with a candidate who wants the
death penalty for LGBTQ people.

After the worst of Anne Dauphinais, it

Additional Letters To The Editor, see Page A-7

does not surprise me that The Trump Corner
has gone from “Ned Lamont is Hitler”
to “sodomites deserve the death penalty.”
These woods are a very effective incubator
for extremism. I dealt with the Pentecostal
version of what MacCormack believes when
I was growing up. When I smartened up
and got some real education, I wound up
Confessional Lutheran instead. However,
the fishbowl effect of these woods is some-
thing we just cannot ignore, nor do we have
the luxury of doing so. I've seen more than
enough bad actors over the years taking
full advantage of what Quiet Corner people
don’t know, even with everyone having the
internet in their pockets.

I think the GOP is more concerned about
bad PR with MacCormack’s candidacy than
his specific form of conservatism. Let’s
suppose he won. What exactly would he
be able to accomplish? I think he’d just not
get along with many others in Hartford and
most of what he pushed for would just be
academic, and the Quiet Corner already has
stick-in-the-mud Republicans doing exactly
that. What’s another disagreement machine
in Hartford between friends?

The party’s looking to primary him, but
even if the primary fails, I don’t expect him
to win, and even if he does, I don’t expect
him to accomplish much. Then his lack of
progress becomes political fodder for his
challenger next go-round. Either way, as the
King James Bible says in Psalm 30:5, weep-
ing may endure for a night but joy cometh
in the morning.

JAY GERHART
PutNam
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Flag. It featured the British
Union Jack in the canton
(upper left corner) along-
side 13 alternating red and
white stripes. (See the sec-
ond DAR display at the
Killingly Public Library).
While popular legend cred-
its Philadelphia seamstress
Betsy Ross with stitching
the very first flag, historians
primarily credit New Jersey
Congressman Francis
Hopkinson for the design.
On June 14, 1777 (now
celebrated as Flag Day),
the Continental Congress
passed its first Flag Act.
It established that the flag
would feature 13 alternating
red and white stripes and 13
white stars on a blue field,
representing ‘a new constel-
lation.””(PBS, Wikipedia

valor. White signifies puri-
ty and innocence. Blue
signifies vigilance, perse-
verance, and justice.”(Flag-
andBanner.com, +).

Did you know that
the Deborah Avery Putnam
Chapter of the DAR was
named for Israel Putnam’s
second wife, who lived
during the Revolutionary era
and accompanied him to a
number of his winter camps
just as Martha Washington
followed her husband,
George? Born Deborah
Lathrop in Norwich, CT in
1738, she was first the wife
of Rev. Ephraim Avery,
minister of the second
(Congregational) church of
Pomfret (Brooklyn society).
Her husband, Rev. Avery,
and one of her nine children
died in 1754 of a “malignant
dysentery (which) raged in
Brooklyn.” She married

tional children. Deborah
married Israel Putnam in
1767 “and took care of his
seven children-the youngest
was three years old.” They
moved to the Avery proper-
ty in present-day Brooklyn
and “opened their house as
an inn.” Deborah followed
Israel Putnam to his winter
encampment in New York
where she died Oct. 14,
1777. “She is probably bur-
ied in the Robinson’s family
vault at the Highlands of
the Hudson in the Episcopal
cemetery.” (Deborah Avery
Putnam Chapter DAR bro-
chure).

Have you had to
drive on one of the many
roads in Northeastern
Connecticut ~ which is
“under construction?” I
live on Route 21 which has
been torn up for quite a
while but thankfully is near-

and Al references). “Red
signifies hardiness and

John Gardiner who died
in 1764 leaving two addi-

ing completion. I'm tempt-
ed to complain — until I

think about what quali-
fied as a road in the early
1700’s and even the 1800’s.
Early settlers to what is
now Woodstock (then New
Roxbury, Massachusetts) at
least had access to the Old
Connecticut Path which
ran through a section of
their tract. However, can
you imagine walking here
with your livestock from
Roxbury, Massachusetts?
Windham County historian
Ellen D. Larned noted that
the in 1691 Peter Aspinwall
of Woodstock was charged
with laying out a road
across the Quinebaug on
towards Providence in what
is now Killingly. His “road”
wound around the base of
Rattlesnake Hill (Killingly
Hill/Putnam  Heights).
Although he petitioned
the Legislature for permis-
sion to build a bridge, both
houses could not agree so
people were forced to ford

the Quinebaug for many
years. By the early 1700’s
Aspinwall had moved
to the eastern side of the
river. (History of Windham
County, Connecticut, Vo.
I, p.134, Swordsmith edi-
tion).  Killingly’s early
18th century town meeting
records talk of numerous
roads being laid out in the
young town—many to the
meetinghouses or saw and
grist mills in the early years.
During the 1800’s new
roads were being laid out to
accommodate the growing
cotton manufacturing enter-
prises especially along the
Whetstone Brook.

It was not until
after the Connecticut State
Highway Department was
created in 1895 that the
roads began to significantly
improve, and some stretch-
es of macadam were laid
down. However, in 1913
the State passed a $5 mil-

lion bond plan to utilize
concrete which was more
durable. The rising pop-
ularity of the automobiles
fueled the necessity for
better roads. If you are
interested in a timeline of
Connecticut’s roads visit
Kurmi.com. You can find
a most interesting arti-
cle on Overland Travel in
Connecticut from Footpaths
to Interstates at connecti-
cuthistory.org.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, June 2026. For
additional  information
email me at margaretm-
weaver@gmail.com or visit
the Killingly Historical
Center at 196 Main St.,
Danielson, Wednesday or
Saturday 10 am.-4 p.m. or
call 860-779-7250. Like
us at Facebook www.face-
book.com/killinglyhistori-
calsociety.

SCOUTS CAMPING
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Protecting the Last Green Valley: Health, safety, and
welfare over sprawl

To the Editor:

The Last Green Valley is a nationally
recognized heritage corridor encompass-
ing 35 towns in eastern Connecticut and
south-central Massachusetts. It is known for
its forests, farms, rivers, dark night skies,
and rural character, qualities that make our
region unique and worth protecting.

Increasing pressure from mega warehous-
es, distribution centers, and data centers are
threatening the region. Amazon wants to
buy more than 500 acres in Killingly, tear-
ing down dense forest and spending $200
million for a 1.3 million-square-foot facility
operating 24/7. (WFSB) CT already has 52
data centers and 267 warehouses across 169
towns. How many more hundreds of acres
of green land must be consumed before res-
idents ask: when is enough, enough?

Communities across the country are
questioning whether these projects deliv-
er the promised benefits. In Essex, Vt.,
after nearly four months of public meet-
ings, local officials voted 4 to 2 to deny
Amazon’s proposal, it would have been
the company’s first facility in the state. The
board cited “incomplete, contradictory, and
unreliable information on critical traffic
issues” as central to its rejection. Vermont
state regulators have since dealt Amazon
a further blow, denying a permit to build a
road necessary to access the site, a decision
a community attorney called “a victory for
the legal process, the rule of law, and local
communities who want to stand up against
one of the most powerful and wealthy cor-
porations in the world.” (Vermont Public)
If Essex, Vt. can do it, Killingly and every
town in The Last Green Valley can do it too.

The costs of big-box sprawl are well
established: lost natural land, diesel pollu-
tion, truck traffic generation in residential
neighborhoods, noise, and massive struc-

tures nearly impossible to repurpose once
built. Then there are questions like: Will
Amazon dodge taxes and demand subsidies
it doesn’t need? Will it ask for taxpay-
er-funded road improvements and infra-
structure fixes? How many of its promised
jobs will be eliminated by its own robots
within the next five years?

Economic development should not come
at the expense of the health, safety, and
general welfare of residents. State and local
leaders must ensure that decisions are guid-
ed by sound data, transparent planning, and
the long-term interests of the communities
they serve.

Communities achieve better outcomes
when they adopt clear zoning standards,
enforceable operating requirements, and
rigorous traffic and environmental reviews
that protect neighborhoods while ensuring
that developments truly serve the public
good, not just a corporation’s bottom line.
(Warehouse study by the Capitol Region
Council of Governments)

What can we do? Attend town plan-
ning and zoning meetings. Submit public
comments before the July deadline on the
Killingly proposal. Call state legislators.
Demand that Connecticut conduct a com-
prehensive study of the cumulative impacts
of warehouses, distribution centers and data
centers on land, water, air, and transporta-
tion before approving any more mega-fa-
cilities.

The Last Green Valley’s dark skies and
quiet roads belong to the people who live
here, not to the next corporate giant look-
ing for cheap land and a tax break. Show
up. Speak up. The Quiet Corner is worth
defending and is counting on us.

LisA ARENDS
BROOKLYN

Commentaries

To the Editor:

The One Citizen, One Vote letter in the
June 5 edition of the Thompson Villager
does not understand the reason for the
Electoral College process. This pro-
cess was established to prevent voters in
large metropolitan areas (New York, Los
Angeles, etc.) from determining the results
of elections due to the vast number of voters
there versus the much smaller voter num-
bers in smaller States (Maine, Rhode Island
Wyoming, etc.)

If the Electoral College was eliminat-

ed, large cities would determine election
results, not the one citizen, one vote from
Woodstock.

Congratulations to the writer of the
Thompson school spending letter in the
same Villager issue. Well done, Tim Piette,
on clearly showing why the Thompson
Public School system budget is “extrava-
gant and wasteful.”

Thank You,

Dick TRUDEAU
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

Courtesy

Cub Scout Pack 21 of Putnam and Pack 93 of Hampton
spent the weekend of June 5 camping together at Camp
Waldron in Thompson. This included a Saturday swim-
ming trip to Quaddick State Park, also in Thompson.
Packs 21 and 93, along with the other Cub Scout packs in
northeastern Connecticut, offer great programs for boys
and girls ages five through ten, having fun while building
character and self confidence. To join, call John Ryan, at

(860) 928-5873.

FOR

ADVERTISING
INFORMATION

CALL

860-928-1818

EXT. 326
EMAIL:

MIKAELA®

VILLAGER

NEWSPAPERS.

COM




A8 « Friday, June 12, 2026

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

Local residents earn degrees from Clark University

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Clark University held
its Commencement exer-
cises at the DCU Center
in Worcester, Mass., on
Monday, May 18. The
University awarded 612
bachelor’s degrees and
636 graduate degrees and
conferred two honorary
degrees during two ceremo-
nies; graduates represented
49 states and 69 countries.

The following students
earned degrees from Clark:

SarahLucasof Woodstock
graduated magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology. Lucas
is a member of the Fiat Lux
honor society.

Andrea Van Wormer of
North Grosvenordale grad-
uvated summa cum laude
with a Bachelor of Science
in Criminal Justice-Legal
Studies.

Clark University
President David B. Fithian
urged the graduates to be
engaged global citizens.

“The world needs you to
exhibit the value of higher
education, to exercise prin-
ciples of free expression, to

believe in the progress of
ideas, and to defend democ-
racy and individual rights
- even, and especially, when
doing so requires listening
across deep differences,”
President Fithian said.

Dr. Wendy L. Freedman,
one of the world’s most
accomplished astro-
physicists, delivered the
undergraduate  ceremo-
ny address. Freedman,
currently the John and
Marion Sullivan University
Professor of Astronomy
and Astrophysics at the
University of Chicago, is
widely recognized for her
leadership of the Hubble
Space Telescope Key
Project, which produced
the first precise measure-
ments of the Hubble con-
stant (the rate at which the
universe is expanding) and
dramatically refined scien-
tific understanding of the
scale, age, and expansion of
the universe.

Early in her -career,
Freedman told the gradu-
ates, her research arrived
at a conclusion different
than the accepted view
of those in her field. She

carried on despite oppo-
sition. Freedman noted
that Clark physicist Robert
H. Goddard, who 100 years
ago launched the world’s
first liquid fuel rocket, an
advancement that helped
pave the way for man to
reach the moon, faced sim-
ilar skepticism. After expe-
riencing multiple failures
and widespread derision,
Goddard in 1926 launched
his rocket, which traveled
2.5 minutes, rose 41 feet
into the air, and landed in a
cabbage patch.

“From a cabbage field to
lunar and even farther mis-
sions,” said Freedman, “it
is an important reminder of
the power of persistence.”

Dr. Wendy Freedman
was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Science, honoris
causa.

Student speaker William
Stafford ‘26, a political
science major and aspiring
lawyer, spoke to his peers
about how choices shape a
person.

“We don’t always get to
choose our circumstanc-
es, but we always get to
choose how we respond to

them, and who we become
because of them,” said
Stafford. “And now we’re
about to step into a world
that won’t always give
us clear directions. There
won’t always be a syllabus.
No one’s going to tell you
exactly what to do next. But
you will always have the
ability to choose.”

Sir Andrew Steer, one of
the world’s foremost cli-
mate experts, addressed
Clark University students
receiving master’s and doc-
toral degrees, and encour-
aged them to act boldly and
remain hopeful, no matter
their path.

In his address after
receiving a Doctor of
Humane Letters degree,
Steer acknowledged that
the students are graduating
into a world with several
major challenges - among
them, AI, the erosion of
trust in facts and truth, and
dysfunctional governments.
The last half-century has
seen unimaginable progress
and growth - demographi-
cally, technologically, and
economically. “But this
explosion of the human

economic footprint has put
unprecedented  pressure
on the planet and created
severe inequality and social
challenges.”

Steer praised Clark’s
new School of Climate,
Environment, and
Society for including eco-
nomics in its interdisciplin-
ary lineup, which “is point-
ing precisely to the systems
change we will need to
address climate change.”
And every single mem-
ber of the Class of 2026
has a part to play, he said,
whatever their field - edu-
cation, finance, social work,
healthcare, the arts.

Steer then turned his gaze
fifty years into the future.
“What will the world look
like? My prediction is that
it will be cleaner, greener,
healthier, more prosperous,
and more just. It’s up to
you.”

Nourhan Beshir Attia,
graduating with a master’s
in environmental science
and policy, delivered the
graduate student address.
A native of Egypt, she
shared that the COVID-19
pandemic forced the can-

cellation of her bachelor’s
degree ceremony in 2020.

“When I came to Clark,
I thought I was looking
for acceptance as some-
one coming from Egypt,”
Beshir Attia said. “As a
modest Muslim  hijabi
woman, [ wondered: Will
I belong here? And yes, I
found people who respected
me. But the most important
thing I found was some-
thing I wasn’t expecting. I
found the moment I stopped
waiting for permission to be
myself.”

Founded in 1887, Clark
University is a liberal arts-
based research university
that prepares its students
to meet tomorrow’s most
daunting challenges and
embrace its greatest oppor-
tunities. Through 33 under-
graduate majors, more
than 30 advanced degree
programs, and national-
ly recognized community
partnerships, Clark fuses
rigorous scholarship with
authentic world and work-
place experiences that
empower our students to
pursue lives and careers of
meaning and consequence.

Killingly High School announces honor roll

KILLINGLY
— Killingly High School
has released its honor roll
for the third quarter of the
2025-2026 school year.

The following Seniors
achieved High Honors
in Quarter 3: Layla
Adams, Hayden Allard,
Emma Belliveau, Ezekiel
Benoit, Gavin Bessenaire,
Jaliyah Blair, Samantha

Bourque, Elizabeth
Carlson, Alena Clayton,
Shannon Donovan, Kane
Geddis, Christopher Graff,
Kristine Hamilton, Melody
Hutchinson,Emerson
Joly, Evan Kozey, Alex
Murdock,Lily Peckham,
Mackenzie Pothier,
Cheyenne Reynolds, Talia
Santese, Tyler Smith,
Samantha Smyth, Amaya
Spadola.

Woodstock
Academy
student receives
Matt Alsfeld
Award

REGION — The Matt Alsfeld Memorial Fund reaches
out to young adults with suicide prevention education and
scholarship awards. The Fund was created by Matt’s family

after he died from suicide at the age of 16 in 2017.

The Matt Alsfeld Award is presented to a student who
demonstrates care and compassion to the community,
befriends those who don’t fit into the norm, and treats
others with respect. Their post-secondary plan can include
college, trade school, or other vocational education. Perfect
grades, above average athletics, or extreme extracurriculars
are not part of our considerations. The award is meant for
students who have much to offer but may be overlooked by

mainstream scholarship requirements.

The Matt Alsfeld Memorial Fund has provided nearly
$30,000 in scholarship awards to students since 2017.
An award is provided in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and

Rhode Island.

This year, awards were presented to ten students: six
$1000 first-place awards, and four $500 second-place
awards, the list of whom follows.
awards is a testament to the sincerity and authenticity of this

year’s applicants.
Connecticut

Brenden Bush (Griswold High School)

Brenden will be attending Champlain College, with a

major in Sonic Arts.

David Genay (Woodstock Academy)

David will be attending college for Mechanical

Engineering.

Sabrina Myshrall (Nonnewaug High School)

Sabrina will be attending Rhode Island College, with a

major in Diagnostic Medical Imaging.

Massachusetts

Lindie Dorvil (Burncoat High School)
Lindie will be attending college for Healthcare.
Gianna DiPietro (Burncoat High School)

Gianna will be attending UMass Ambherst, with a double

major in Music and Engineering.
Gloria Adumatto (Burncoat High School)

Gloria will be attending college for Pre-Med Neuroscience.

Gileyza Gonzalez Benitez (Claremont Academy)

Gileyza will be attending Boston College, with a major

in Marketing.
Rhode Island

Alex Sundberg (Cranston West High School)

Alex will be attending college for Construction

Management.

Chloe Joseph (Exeter-West Greenwich High School)

Chloe will be attending Johnson & Wales University,

with a major in Baking/Pastry Arts.
Faith Barlow (Ponaganset High School)

Faith will be attending University of New Hampshire,

with a major in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinary.

Congratulations to all!

The large number of

First Honors: Peityn
Adams, Hunter Allard,
Michael Allen, Amirah
Alston-Madison, Aniyah
Basehore, Jace Basinet,
Lillian Beach, Aurora
Beggs, Isaiah Benoit,
Adam Breton, Logan
Burt, Nicholas Caron,
Chase Conklin, Gavin

Corrao, Abbey Danielson,
Morgan Deojay, Jenna
DiFusco, Jayden Durand,
Kayce Edwards, Brianna
Gervais, Joseph Gould,
Siobhan Hart, Savannah
LaFlash, Aiden Lamotte,
Miguel Morente Uz, Walter

Okoney, Ella Pereira,
Elizabeth Poplawski,
Klaus Resulaj, Julianna
Rodriguez, Kendall

Rosen, Brianna Schardt,
Callan Senecal,Sebastian
Sierakowski, Brian Smith,
Quinn Sumner, Hailey
Therrien, Sophia Tomany,
Mariette Vien.

Second Honors: Jayden
Alvarez, Aliza Asselin,
Samantha Baker, Brady
Brezniak, Eva Briere,
Hailey Collins, Grace
Cook, Madison Cote,
Jacob Cozza, Neishalie
Delbrey, Kiara Delvalle,
Hannah Desimone, Kalynn
Dombkowski, Ella Dunn,
Michael Fabiano, Roman
Garcia  Colocho, Ian
Gaudet, Selena Gonzalez,
Alexa Gregoire, Kaiden
Guertin, Ethan Hall, Lilli
Herbrandt, Hannah Highley,
Angelina Hitchew,Amber
Hunt, Ava Johnston, Lacie
Keegan, Teagan Klewin,
Chris Kokinakis, Isaac
Lake, Logan Lamontagne,
Lindsay Lemery, Dakota
Loring, Joseph Mackie,
Grace Main, Ashleigh
Mendoza, Chloe Moniz,
Madison Moreau, Ella
Moyer, Owen Murray,
Exael Padilla, Jordan
Parker, Giuliana Rheaume,
Riley Ritchotte, Joselinne
Sanchez-Ruelas, Jake
Sangasy, Donovan
Stephenson, Ryan Webster,
Logan Zajac, Hugo Zayas.

The following Juniors
achieved High Honors in
Quarter 3: Aiden Anforth,

Logan Brooks, Chloe
Cesolini, Rowan Crousey,
Kayla Drinkwater, Tomas
Gutierrez, Addyson Larkin,
Alisa  Libby, Gracie
Pekarovic-West, Edward
Purcell, Trevor Remillard,
Alexa Rodriguez, Sophia
St.  Germain, Kendall
Ternowchek, Cydney
Thompson, and Allegra
Turbayevskiy.

First Honors: Shai Baker,
Jiyear Baldwin, Quin
Crowley, Felicia Desabota,
Justin Dominguez- Bolaina,
Owen Hartley, Zoe Labonte,
Emilie Lecrone, William
Mancini, Taber Mowrey,
McKenna Mulvey, Riley
Nolin, Sarah Owen, Mason
Parker, Jaiden

Rickell, Ayla Schaetzle,
and Mason Yuill.

Second Honors:
Alexandria Baron, Zachary
Blanchard, Rhylee Boulier,
Alexia Collazo, Xavier
Cramer, Gaighe DeBella,

Willow Deary, Ashton
Dubeau, Kaden Dupuis,
Brady Girardin, Hailey
Gluck, Attilea Jarvis,

Anna Kelly, Krista Kettle,
Glen Leveille, Jenalys
Lopez, Addison Lucier,
Brandon Melmed, Esme
Miller, Viviana Pearson,
Dylan Pedersen, Arionna
Pepin, Emily Plantier,
Matthew  Poirier, Mia
Rayta, Max Richardson,
Crystal Rondeau, Drew
Seiffert, Maximus Shafer,
Lillian  Shippee,Athena
Soler, Christian Tremblay,
and Hailey Tursi, Leah
Valentine, Atalia Vessello,
Jake  Voyer, Presley
Waterman, Jaelyn Wellman,
Amiyah Woodmansee, and
Claire Zachow.

The following
Sophomores achieved
High Honors in Quarter
3: Kylie Anderson, Jaden
Barnett, Jake Beaudreault,
Ashley Boudreau, Olivia
Cabral, Caitlyn Cote, Kate
Crowley, Corinne Daniels,
Ev Dos Santos, Ava Ellis,
Marika Exarhoulias,
Michael Gottlieb, Lianna
Hutchinson, Zachary
Lackner, Peyton Loeber,

Samairy Madera, Sophia
Moran, Nina Purcell, Reese
Ritchotte, Kalia Rosado,
Satya Thongsouvanh.

First Honors: Ella Adams,
Riley Anderson, Harris
Benjamin,  Alexandria
Caisse, Alyssa Chartier,
Ty Crowley, Jack Dabher,
Antonio Demaio, Gabriel
Dombkowski, Bryce
Dumeer, Rowan Frazer,
Bethany Garvey, Gabriella
Grajales, Madison Hardy,
Katie Hill, Jake Jaworski,
Liam Lamotte, Loretta
Lannon, Scarlett Laws,
Victoria Liguz, Jaynie
MacQuarrie, Greyson
Marquez, Lillian Mcdonald,
Graham Milot, Haley
Nolet, Jackson Olson,
Rigel Pelletier, Madeline
Plumadore, Daphne San
Souci, Gianna Sanchas,
Jackson Santese, Violet
Schaefer, Arianna Turner.

Second Honors: Alan
Abbott, Gabriella Adams,
Claire Antunes, Isabella
Baker, Graciella Baublitz,
Samuel Berube, Devin
Blanchette, Nolan Bonin,
Hannah Bourque, Hazel
Campbell,  Christopher
Caron, Delia Chmura,
Adisen Clark, Adrianna
Clark, William Clayton,
Thailia Collette, Lylah
Connetti, Denica Cribby,
Alissa Daignault, Michael
DeAngelis, Zoey Edwards,
Isabella Jolley, Aaden
Khamphoukeo, Max
Kinsella, Ethan Laoroyal,
Jacob Leblanc, Benjamin
Lemery, Jacob Long,
Emmanuel Martinez, Deven
Mix, Monty Niyomkham,

Maximus Normandie,
Loxley O’Leary, Ava
O’Rourke, Chloe Oates,

Jon Palmer, Naitik Pandya,
Lyla Rondeau, Brandon
Sanchez, Aaliyah Shields,
Makayla Stubbs, Nathan
Tiffany, Giselle Wolfenden,
Rosalyn Worden.

The following Freshmen
achieved High Honors in
Quarter 3: Rosalie Beach,
Declyn Benjamin, Natalya-
Rose Benoit, Gabriel
Covington, Makenzie
Cutler, Everson DeVillez,

Hayden Frazer, Alivia
Gagne, Lucy Gavis, Kairah
Guertin, A-ris Kuljancic,
Autumn LaCasse,
Bryce Lemovitz, Adam
Lovendale, Alexandria
Magee, Avery Main,
Adalyn

Malarkey, Gianna Peters,
Mabel Peterson, Gabricla
Romero-Garcia, Mariya
Sarandi, Jaclyn Suprenant,
Rosa Wilson.

First Honors: Olivia
Cesolini, Peighton
Denomme, Jayden
Desimone, Joxel Fuentes
Ortiz, Jasper Gilbert,
Brandon Harrison Jr,
Aislynn Hassett, Josie
Hebert, Asher Jarvis, Maria
Martinez, Xavier Mongeau,
Kezlee Morarty, Emily
Pedersen, Layla Raymond,
Brianna Robbins,
Liam Sierakowski,
Emmalyn Soullier, Andre
Souriyamath, Dakota St.
Jean, Piper Vose, Emma
Young, Lexie Young.

Second Honors: Ashley
Amosco-Gilbert, Abigail
Andrade, Olivia Barker,
Laylanie Benitez, Mirabella
Bonnette, Timothy
Carlson, Tayla Charron,
Jameson Chester-Ertman,
Nathan Comtois, Larry
Cote, Ri’Niyah Couillard,
Alyson Crockett, Kennadie
DaSilva, Liliana Delvalle,
Adyson Desmarais,Maria
Dos Reis,  Zachary
Ferland, Christopher
Fernandes, Nathaniel
Franklin, Zoie Hayes,
Cruz Jimenez-Garvey,
Kaleb Lavallee, Gabriella
Lepine, Osvaldo Lugo,
Juan Martinez, Haidynn
Miller, Jose Morente Uz,
Naomi Nunez, Amani
Ortiz, Aubrey Paskalis,
Breydan Pearson, Williams
Polanco, Emma Robinson,
Amyah Rodriguez,
Collin Schofield, Alexis
Schuller, Harrison Seney,
Ryane Shutt, Evangelina
Stockwell, Braydee Testa,
Evah Thuotte, Nathan Toth,
Isabella Weber, Emily
Zadora.

Assumption students named to
ring Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass — Assumption Unlversny has
announced those who have been named to the University’s
Dean’s List for the spring 2026 semester. Students named
to the Dean’s List must achieve a grade point average of
3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit semester to be included on
this prestigious list, which is announced at the completion
of the fall and spring semesters.

Avi Miller of Danielson

Audrey DeFilippo of Thompson

Justin Griffiths-Lam of Thompson

About Assumption University

Assumption University, founded in 1904 by the

Augustinians of the Assumption, is a premier New England
university for high-quality education, integrating career
preparation and education of the whole person, drawing
upon the best in the rich and centuries-long tradition of
Catholic higher education. Assumption’s graduates are
known for their intellectual seriousness, thoughtful citizen-
ship, and devotion to the common good. The University
offers 37 majors and 49 minors in the liberal arts, sciences,
business, nursing, professional studies, and other areas, as
well as graduate degrees and professional credentials. For
more information about Assumption University, please
visit assumption.edu or follow us @AssumptionUMA.
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Local residents receive degrees at
WPI’s 157th Undergraduate Commencement

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI) celebrated
the accomplishments of
the Class of 2026 during
its 157th  Commencement
exercises, honoring grad-
uates whose innovation,
perseverance, and pur-
pose-driven achievements
will help shape the future.
Ceremonies were held on
May 14 and 15 at the DCU
Center, where WPI award-
ed nearly 1,200 bachelor’s
degrees, over 600 mas-
ter’s degrees, and more
than 60 doctoral degrees
to graduates across a broad
spectrum of disciplines in
science, engineering, tech-
nology, business, and the
humanities. Together, these
graduates join a global net-
work of WPI changemak-
ers prepared to lead with

Area

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Zachary Roethlein of
Pomfret Center, a mem-
ber of the class of 2026
majoring in Aerospace
Engineering at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI),
recently completed a senior
thesis that is required of all
graduating seniors as part
of the university’s distinc-
tive project-based educa-

knowledge, creativity, and
impact.

WPI President Grace
Wang and Board of
Trustees Chair William
Fitzgerald presided over the
university’s undergraduate
Commencement exercises.

In her address, Wang
reminded graduates that
their WPI education has
prepared them not only
with technical expertise and
ethical leadership skills, but
with the resilience, critical
thinking, teamwork, and
global responsibility need-
ed to thrive in a rapidly
evolving world.

“We stand at the dawn of
a new technological age,”
said Wang. “There’s a good
chance you will do jobs that
are yet to be invented. You
will work in companies that
are yet to be established.

You will address issues that
are yet to be defined. This
does not mean we should
feel uncertain. This means
everything can be ques-
tioned, and everything can
be new. Never before has so
much possibility existed to
make the world better, the
future brighter.”

Delivering an inspiring
undergraduate address was
multiplatinum, Grammy
Award-winning artist, tech
founder, philanthropist, and
STEAM education advo-
cate will.i.am. Known glob-
ally for his groundbreaking
work at the intersection
of music, artificial intelli-
gence, entrepreneurship,
education, and through his
i.am Angel Foundation,
will.i.am challenged grad-
uates to embrace creativity,
innovation, and service as

they forge their own paths.

“How intentional are
you going to be with this
technology as you unearth
tomorrow’s  industries?”
asked willi.am “Pick a
problem, solve it. That solu-
tion is an industry. This is
the time for imagination,
and Al is not imagining. It’s
regurgitation of the human
imagination. Turn that off.”

As part of the under-
graduate ceremony, honor-
ary doctoral degrees were
bestowed on will.i.am and
Paul Covec ‘64, an entre-
preneur and investor who
has played a formative role
in advancing technologies
that have shaped modern
industry.

This year’s undergradu-
ate student remarks were
delivered by Mena Youssif,
who received a bachelor of

science in civil engineering.
In his speech, “We Didn’t
See It Coming,” he reflect-
ed on the pace of change
in the world and the unex-
pected growth and personal
changes students experi-
enced.

The following students
earned their Bachelor’s
degree:

Woodstock resident Eliza
Dutson, who majored in
Biology and Biotechnology.

Pomfret Center resi-
dent Zachary Roethlein,
who majored in Aerospace

Engineering.

Brooklyn resident
Annarose Avery, who
majored in Management
Engineering.

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

Worcester Polytechnic

Institute (WPI) is a top-ti-

er, STEM-focused univer-
sity with an R1 research
classification and global
leadership in project-based
learning. Founded in 1865,
WPI’s distinctive approach
integrates classroom the-
ory with real-world prac-
tice, preparing students to
tackle critical challenges
through inclusive educa-
tion, impactful projects, and
interdisciplinary research.
With more than 70 bache-
lor’s, master’s, and doctor-
al degree programs across
18 academic departments
and over 50 global proj-
ect centers, WPI advances
knowledge and innovation
in fields such as life sci-
ences, smart technologies,
advanced materials and
manufacturing, and glob-
al innovation. Learn more
at www.wpi.edu.

residents completes intensive capstone
research projects at WPI

tional experience.
Roethlein’s Major
Qualifying Project (MQP),
a research-driven, profes-
sional-level project that
challenges students to solve
the kinds of problems they
would typically encounter in
their professional discipline,
was titled “Performance
Analysis of a Stock and
Modified P-51 Mustang.”
Annarose  Avery of

Brooklyn, a member of the
class of 2026 majoring in
Management Engineering,
completed a project titled
“Alternative Materials &
Designs for Motorcycle
Body Armor.”

“It’s inspiring to see the
creativity and skills that
our students bring to these
projects, as well as the pro-
fessionalism with which
they present their research,”

Area residents complete
intensive research
projects at WPI

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Vicente Bastura of
Pomfret Center, a member
of the class of 2027 majoring
in Mechanical Engineering
at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI), was a mem-
ber of a student team that
recently completed a profes-
sional-level research-driven
project titled “Incendios
Forestales.”

Anjolina  Ortiz ~ of
Brooklyn, a member of the
Class of 2027 majoring in
Biochemistry, was part of a
team that completed a project
titled “Raising Awareness of
Vegan/Vegetarian Access in
Greece.”

Known as the Interactive
Qualifying Project (IQP),
this project is a core part

of the innovative under-
graduate experience at
WPI. Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this
hands-on approach offers
students opportunities to
help develop thoughtful
solutions to open-ended
problems. These real-world
problems affect the quali-
ty of life for people in the
communities where stu-
dents work, giving students
a chance to make a differ-
ence in the world before
they graduate. All WPI
undergraduates are required
to complete an IQP, usually
in their junior year, through
which they apply science
and technology to address
an important societal need
or issue. About two-thirds of

Area residents
named to dean’s
list at Quinnipiac
University

HAMDEN — Timothy Mozzi of Pomfret Center and
Ava Simoes of Woodstock Valley were named to the dean’s
list for the Spring 2026 semester at Quinnipiac University.

To qualify for the dean’s list, students must earn a grade
point average of at least 3.5 with no grade lower than C.
Full-time students must complete at least 14 credits in a
semester, with at least 12 credits that have been graded on
a letter grade basis to be eligible. Part-time students must
complete at least six credits during a semester. Names fol-
lowed by an asterisk denotes with honors.

About Quinnipiac University

Quinnipiac is a private, coeducational institution located
90 minutes north of New York City and two hours from
Boston. The university enrolls 9,700 students in more than
100 degree programs through its Schools of Business,
Communications, Education, Computing and Engineering,
Health Sciences, Law, Medicine, Nursing and the College
of Arts & Sciences. Quinnipiac is ranked 51st in The Wall
Street Journal/College Pulse “2026 Best Colleges in the
U.S.” and is also recognized by U.S. News & World Report
and The Princeton Review’s “The Best 391 Colleges.” The
university is expanding innovative programs for both tradi-
tional and adult learners and developing dynamic corporate
partnerships. Quinnipiac recently completed a significant
capital expansion on its main campus, including a state-
of-the-art new School of Business and an interdisciplinary
science and innovation hub. For more information, please
visit qu.edu. Connect with Quinnipiac on Facebook and
Instagram and follow Quinnipiac on X @QuinnipiacU.

WPI students complete their
IQP at one of the universi-
ty’s 50+ off-campus proj-
ect centers located in more
than 30 countries around the
world.

“The WPI project-based
curriculum’s focus on glob-
al studies brings students
out of the classroom and
their comfort zones and
into the global communi-
ty to apply their knowledge
and to solve problems,” said
Professor Kent Rissmiller,
professor of International &
Global Studies and associate
dean of The Global School.
“Students are immersed in
all aspects of a different cul-
ture-from the way people
live and work to the values
they hold to the foods they
eat, all valuable perspectives
for surviving and thriving in
today’s global marketplace.
They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of teamwork;
make a real and meaningful
difference in their host com-
munity; and gain a compet-
itive edge for any resume,
or graduate or professional
school application.”

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute
Worcester  Polytechnic

Institute (WPI) is a top-tier,
STEM-focused university
with an R1 research classifi-
cation and global leadership
in project-based learning.
Founded in 1865, WPI’s dis-
tinctive approach integrates
classroom theory with real-
world practice, preparing
students to tackle critical
challenges through inclusive
education, impactful proj-
ects, and interdisciplinary
research. With more than
70 Bachelor’s, Master’s,
and doctoral degree pro-
grams across 18 academic
departments and over 50
global project centers, WPI
advances knowledge and
innovation in fields such
as life sciences, smart tech-
nologies, advanced materi-
als and manufacturing, and
global innovation. Learn
more at www.wpi.edu.

says Arne Gericke, inter-
im dean of undergradu-
ate studies and director of
the Office of Undergraduate
Research. “Their experience
managing a major project
like this-including identify-
ing a problem and research-
ing all of the implications
and possible solutions while
also managing team dynam-
ics over an extended period
of several months-sets them
up well for success not only
in their first jobs after grad-
uation but throughout their
careers.”

WPI’s innovative under-
graduate education is cen-
tered around project-based
learning, a  hands-on
approach that offers stu-
dents opportunities to apply
their scientific and technical
knowledge to real-world,
open-ended problems.
These projects produce tan-

gible results that affect the
quality of people’s lives,
an experience that changes
both the student and their
world.

MQPs are usually team-
based and often focus on
specific issues or needs of
an organization that has
partnered with the univer-
sity to sponsor the students’
work. In addition to provid-
ing practical work experi-
ence that proves valuable
to future employers, MQPs
often lead to publications
in peer-reviewed journals,
presentations at regional
and national conferences,
patents, and entrepreneur-
ial ventures. Others become
useful innovations and
products for their corporate
Sponsors.

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

Worcester  Polytechnic

Institute (WPI) is a top-ti-
er, STEM-focused univer-
sity with an R1 research
classification and global
leadership in project-based
learning. Founded in 1865,
WPTI’s distinctive approach
integrates classroom theo-
ry with real-world practice,
preparing students to tackle
critical challenges through
inclusive education, impact-
ful projects, and interdisci-
plinary research. With more
than 70 bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctoral degree
programs across 18 aca-
demic departments and over
50 global project centers,
WPI advances knowledge
and innovation in fields
such as life sciences, smart
technologies, advanced
materials and manufactur-
ing, and global innovation.
Learn more at www.wpi.
edu.

Windham celebrates
America’s 250th with
monumental community
event at Jillson Park

WILLIMANTIC —
Windham will mark the
250th anniversary of the
United States with a

landmark  communi-
ty celebration, Windham
Celebrates America’s 250th,
taking place on

the historic Shaboo Stage
at Jillson Park, immediately
following the 41st annual
WILI

Willimantic
Parade.

This monumental cele-
bration will bring together
music, history, and commu-
nity storytelling in a

powerful tribute to
America’s founding era.

Park gates will open at
12:30 p.m., with the pro-
gram beginning at 1:30 p.m.
The event will run

approximately 90 min-
utes, offering a dynamic,
family-friendly experience
designed to honor

both national history and
local community pride.

Featured programming
includes:

e The nearly 100-mem-
ber Windham Concert
Band, under the direction of
Kathryn M.

Niemasik

e Zaccai Curtis and his
Quartet, the 2025 Grammy
Award—winning Latin Jazz
Pianist

(Best Latin Jazz Album,
2025)

J The “Windham
Troubadours,” led by Bruce
John

e More than 16 histor-

Boombox

ical reenactors, includ-
ing portrayals of George
Washington, Israel

Putnam, and Samuel
Huntington

e Canned video presen-
tations, including a recita-
tion of the Preamble to the
Declaration

of Independence per-
formed by local youth

Throughout the grounds,
attendees will also enjoy
eight food trucks, featuring
a wide variety of

cuisine—from Mexican
fare and fried chicken to
sweet treats and desserts.

Immersive “Historical
Vignettes” will be on dis-
play across Jillson Park,
bringing the American

Revolution to life through
interactive scenes including
a colonial schoolhouse,
blacksmith and

loom demonstrations, and
period punishment stocks.

Float Contest & Pre-
Celebration Programming

Prior to the main cele-
bration, a float contest will
be held at the America 250
viewing stand,

generously donated and
constructed by The O.L.
Willard Company, adding
an additional layer

of community creativity
and parade-day excitement.
Production

This event is produced by
Willimantic Renaissance,
Inc., whose ongoing work
supports arts,

culture, and economic
revitalization throughout

downtown Willimantic.

Generous support provid-
ed by:

* The Town of Windham

* Hartford HealthCare

* The Residences at 804
Main

e Jewett City Savings

e The Windham Regional
Arts Council

* WILI Good Company

e The O.L. Willard
Company

* CT Humanities

e Eastern Connecticut
State University

J The Windham
Republicans

o The Windham
Democrats

e The Willimantic Police
Department

* YONO - Yoga on North
and Quiet Corner Float

e The  Willimantic
Downtown Neighborhood
Association

(Sponsors are still com-
ing on board! For an up-to-
date list, please visit linker.
ee/

windhamAM250)

Windham’s America 250
Committee

e Chris Beaudry, Chair

* Bev York

 Kathryn Niemasik

* Cathy Shires

* Bill Sayers

For more information,
visit: linktr.ee/windh-
maam?250.
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Brooklyn’s Eliza Simpson
sraduates from College
of the Holy Cross

WORCESTER, Mass. —
Eliza Simpson of Brooklyn
received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from College of the
Holy Cross.

Simpson is among 803
bachelor of arts degree
recipients Holy  Cross
celebrated at its 180th
Commencement held on
Friday, May 22 at the DCU
Center in Worcester.

Charlie Baker, president
of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association
(NCAA) and former gover-
nor of Massachusetts, deliv-
ered this year’s address to the
Class of 2026 and received
an honorary degree.

In his remarks, Baker
emphasized the impor-

tance of resilience, person-
al growth and community,
encouraging graduates to
embrace life’s unexpected
turns and define themselves
through character.

“Life is a journey, not a
destination,” said Baker.
“The goal is to take the
paths that give you the best
chance to grow, find mean-
ing in what you do, and
become the very best ver-
sion of yourself. These are
the paths that embrace per-
severance, build character
and define purpose.”

In addition to Baker, Holy
Cross also awarded an hon-
orary degree to Tim Garvin,
president and CEO of the
United Way of Central

Massachusetts.

About Holy Cross

The College of the Holy
Cross, in Worcester, Mass.,
is among the nation’s lead-

LLocal students receive student life
awards from Nichols College

DUDLEY, Mass. —
Nichols College proudly
congratulates the students
honored for their remark-
able leadership, dedication
and contributions at the
College’s annual Student
Life Awards ceremony on

ing liberal arts institutions. A Monday, April 20. The

highly selective, four-year,
exclusively undergraduate
college of 3200 students,
Holy Cross is renowned
for offering a rigorous, per-
sonalized education in the
Jesuit, Catholic tradition.
Since its founding in 1843,
Holy Cross has made a pos-
itive impact in society by
graduating students who
distinguish themselves as
thoughtful leaders in busi-
ness, professional and civic
life.

event recognized individu-
als and groups who have
made a meaningful impact
on campus life through
their passion, service and
commitment to the Nichols
community.

The following local stu-
dents received the awards
listed:

Hannah  Cozza  of
Dayville received a Class
of 2027 Scholarship. The
Senior Class Scholarship is
awarded to students who
exemplify leadership and

Morgan Bonin named to Western
New England University’s Spring

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.
— Western New England
University (WNE) is proud
to recognize Morgan Bonin
of Woodstock as one of 805
students who have earned
a place on the Spring 2026
Dean’s List, reflecting their
dedication to academic
excellence, perseverance,
and commitment to achiev-
ing their educational goals.

Bonin also earned a
place on the spring 2026
President’s List, one of the
University’s highest aca-
demic honors.

The WNE Dean’s List
honors students who earned
a semester GPA of 3.30

Dean

or higher and who have
demonstrated exception-
al academic performance
during the semester. Their
achievements exemplify
the hard work, determina-
tion, and intellectual curios-
ity that define the Western
New England University
student experience.

WNE congratulates these
outstanding students for
their accomplishments and
applauds their continued
pursuit of academic suc-
cess.

Western New England
University (WNE) is a
private, nationally ranked,
comprehensive institution

s List

with a focus on preparing
work-ready and world-
ready graduates. Founded in
1919 in Springfield, Mass.
as adivision of Northeastern
College, WNE’s 215-acre
suburban campus serves
more than 3,500 students,
including over 2,500 full-
time undergraduates. More
than 50,000 alumni have
earned degrees through its
more than 90 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and profes-
sional programs at Colleges

of Arts and Sciences,
Business, Engineering,
Pharmacy and Health

Sciences, and School of
Law. Students come from

26 U.S. states and terri-
tories and 7 countries. Of
45,104 living alumni, 30%
remain within the region,
residing in the four Western
Massachusetts counties and
northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among
nationally ranked uni-
versities in US News and
World Report, and among
the Top 100 Undergraduate
Engineering programs, and
in the Doctoral/Professional
Universities category in
the Carnegie Classification
of Institutions of Higher
Education.

involvement in the Nichols
community.

Makala Dube of
Brooklyn received a Bison
Excellence Award. This
award recognizes outstand-
ing juniors and seniors who
fully embody the mission
of Nichols College and the
spirit of student life.

We applaud these stu-
dents for their outstand-
ing leadership and service.
Their contributions reflect
a deep commitment to cam-
pus life and the culture of
connection, collaboration
and school pride that shapes
student life at Nichols.

About Nichols College

Nichols College has
earned business accredita-
tion from the prestigious
Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools

of Business (AACSB
International), the longest
serving global accrediting
body for business schools
and the largest business
education network con-
necting learners, educators,
and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols
transforms today’s stu-
dents into tomorrow’s
leaders through a dynam-
ic, career-focused business
and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world
learning focused on pro-
fessional depth - combined
with vibrant living, com-
petitive athletics, and an
unmatched alumni advan-
tage - equipping students to
exceed their own expecta-
tions. www.nichols.edu

Woodstock
Legion post
collecting
unserviceable

flags for
disposal

WOODSTOCK — The Benson-Flugal American Legion
Post 111 in Woodstock is collecting unserviceable American
flags for proper disposal. Flag receptacles are located at
the Woodstock town hall, Woodstock post office, Bungay
Fire Department, Woodstock transfer station, Ashford post

Local student earns Dean’s List
recognition at Norwich University

NORTHFIELD, Vt. — Norwich
University is pleased to announce
that Gunnar Basak of Woodstock has
earned Dean’s List honors for the
Spring 2026 semester. Founded in
1819, Norwich University is recog-
nized for its emphasis on experiential
education and leadership development.

Dean’s List recognition is awarded
to full-time undergraduate students
who achieve a semester grade point

average of 3.4 or higher, acknowledg-
ing sustained academic achievement
and dedication to scholarly success.
About Norwich University
Norwich University is a diversified
academic institution that educates tra-
ditional-age students and adults in
a Corps of Cadets and as civilians.
Norwich offers a broad selection
of traditional and distance-learning

programs culminating in baccalau-
reate and graduate degrees. Norwich
University was founded in 1819 by
Captain Alden Partridge of the U.S.
Army and is the oldest private military
college in the United States of America.
Norwich is one of our nation’s six
senior military colleges and the birth-
place of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC). www.norwich.edu

Abbie O’Brien of Dayville named
Presidential Scholar at Clarkson University

POTSDAM, N.Y. — Abbie
Elizabeth O’Brien of Dayville, a
senior majoring in chemical engi-
neering, was named a Presidential
Scholar for the Spring 2026 semester
at Clarkson University.

Presidential Scholars must achieve
a minimum 3.80 grade-point average
and carry at least 14 credit hours.

Clarkson University is a proven

Fairfield University
congratulates

leader in technological education,
research, innovation and sustainable
economic development. With its main
campus in Potsdam, N.Y., and addi-
tional graduate program and research
facilities in the Capital Region and
Hudson Valley, Clarkson faculty have
a direct impact on more than 7,800
students annually through nationally
recognized undergraduate and gradu-

ate STEM designated degrees in engi-
neering, business, science and health
professions; executive education,
industry-relevant credentials and K-12
STEM programs. Alumni earn salaries
among the top 2% in the nation: one
in five already leads in the c-suite. To
learn more, go to www.clarkson.edu.

Local student
named to Bucknell

Spring Dean’s List University Dean’s list

FAIRFIELD — Sydney Lundt and Madison Whitehouse
of Woodstock received Dean’s List Honors for the Spring

2026 semester at Fairfield University.

In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students must
have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in a semester,
have no outstanding or incomplete grades for that semester,
and have attained a semester grade point average of 3.50

or better.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Keenan LaMontagne of Pomfret
Center, a recent graduate with the Class of 2026 with a

Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering, has been
named to the dean’s list for outstanding academic achieve-

ment during the spring semester of the 2025-26 academic
year at Bucknell University.

A student must earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher
on a scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list recognition.

office and Eastford post office.

The ceremony will be held at the post located at 22 Stone
Bridge Road on June 17 at 5:30 p.m. The public is wel-
come to attend the ceremony. We especially invite school
children to attend.

Pet Pals
Northeast to
hold low cost
rabies clinic

DANIELSON — Pet Pals Northeast, a local animal wel-
fare organization, is holding a low cost rabies clinic at the Q
uinebaug Valley Veterinary Hospital, Route 12, Danielson/
Plainfield town line, on June 20 from 2 to 3 p.m. Cost is
$15 cash per animal. Pre-registration and appointment is
required. No walk-ins, please.

For information, registration and appointment contact Pet
Pals at 860-317-1720. This is the last clinic until October.

Benson-Flugal
Legion Post

hosting free
breakfast June 20

WOODSTOCK — The Benson-Flugal American Legion
Post 111 is holding a free breakfast for veterans and family
on Saturday, June 20. Come see our post and meet some of
our members. All veterans are welcome.

WestConn
announces spring

brendan@
villagernewspapers.

com
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Dean’s List

DANBURY — The following full- and part-time stu-
dents have been named to the Dean’s List for the spring 2026
semester at Western Connecticut State University:

Danielson: Victoria Griffin, Digital and Interactive
Marketing

Ellis Tech
graduation set for
June 22

DANIELSON — Harvard H. Ellis Technical High
School will hold its 2026 graduation ceremony Monday,
June 22 at 5 p.m. at Quinebaug Valley Community College.

In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be
moved to the gymnasium at Ellis Tech.

Thompson: Kaylee Tackson, Nursing

Tolland: Serah Oyelola, Nursing; Anthony Uriano, Music

www. VillagerNewspapers.com
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OBITUARIES

James A. Benzie
March 14, 1947 - May 30, 2026

Danielson, CT -
James A. Benzie (Tarz),
79, of Valley Road,
| passed away on May
30, 2026, in the comfort
of his home, surround-
ed by his family. He
was the loving husband
of Margaret “Peggy”

LaRoche.

James was born in Boston, Massachusetts
and was the son of the late James and Mary
(Massey) Benzie. James graduated from
Prince Tech in Hartford, CT and went on
to work as a Carpenter and Mechanic. He
spent many years working for the Town
to Killingly as Mechanic, Bus driver and
Facility Maintenance with parks and recre-
ation. As known by his alias Tarz, he had
been battling leukemia for the past 3 years.

James is survived by his two beloved

sons, Matthew Benzie of Punta Gorda,
FL, Philip Benzie of Worcester, MA, his
sister, Cyndy Poole of Punta Gorda, FL,
as well as Peggy’s and her children Brent,
Jodi, Ryan and Kyle. His extended family
includes nieces, nephews and grandchil-
dren, all of whom will cherish his memory.
James is predeceased by his son Aaron
Benzie and his brother, Robert Benzie.
Relatives and friends are invited to a
graveside service for James on Saturday,
June 13, 11am at Quasset Cemetery, East
Quasset Road, Woodstock, CT. A cel-
ebration of life for James will be held
immediately following the service at VFW
Post 4908, 1035 North Road, Dayville, CT
06241. Memorial donations may be made
to VFW Post 4908, where he was a life
member and Commander numerus times
for over 5 decades. For memorial guest-
book visit www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Send all obituary notices to Villager
Newspapers, PO Box 90, Southbridge,
MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits @ stone-
bridgepress.news
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Robert “Flip” DeFilippo
December 18, 1935 - May 31, 2026

Thompson - Robert
DeFilippo, 90, of West
N Thompson Road,

‘.- passed away on May
31, 2026. He was the
loving husband of
Beverly (Loiselle)
[ | DeFilippo. Born in

Mechanicsville, CT, he
was the son of the late Alfonso and Anna
(Verlotta) DeFilippo.

Flip worked as a sheet metal worker at
Pratt & Whitney for many years.

He enjoyed nothing more than fixing
things that were broken, and even some-
times things that weren’t. There was noth-
ing he couldn’t make better!

Flip was a member of Emanuel Lutheran
Church for many years, joyfully serving as
caretaker and handyman, as well as filling
positions of leadership on the church coun-
cil. And let’s not forget to mention his great
mashed potatoes at the Swedish Meatball
suppers!

Robert is survived by daughter, Sandra
Kubis and her husband Tom of Morristown,

an

TN; two sons, Michael DeFilippo and
his wife Kelly of North Grosvenordale,
CT, James DeFilippo and his wife Robin
Mayfield of White Plains, NY; two grand-
sons, Justin Murphy, Matthew Kubis; four
granddaughters, Emily Kubis, Faith Kubis,
Lindsey DeFilippo, Sydney DeFilippo;
two great-granddaughters, Kaylee Murphy,
Raegan Murphy.

Robert is predeceased by sister, Caroline
Hull; brother, Carmine DeFilippo.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend
a funeral service for Flip on Tuesday,
June 9, at 10:30am at the Emanuel
Lutheran Church, 83 Main Street, North
Grosvenordale, CT 06255. Reception to
follow in the church hall immediately
following the service. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to either the Emanuel
Lutheran Church Memorial Fund, 83 Main
Street, North Grosvenordale, CT 06255,
or Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061,
Baltimore, MD 21297-1061. For memorial
guestbook visit www.GilmanAnd Valade.
com.

MACCORMACK

continued from page Al

values of our society,” and
spoke favorably of revisit-
ing and applying historical
punishments to members of
that community.

“This ideology promotes
confusion over clarity, pri-
oritizes feelings over bio-
logical reality, and seeks to
redefine the natural order
of marriage, family, and
human identity in ways that
directly contradict God-
given rights and common
sense,” MacCormack wrote
in his post.

The divisive comments
sparked backlash even from
his own party. House GOP
Leader Vincent Candelora
released a  statement
denouncing MacCormack’s

post saying he “will not
support a candidate who
suggests that people should
be jailed or hung based
upon their sexuality.”

Sen. Jeff Gordon, a local
Republican who represents
Connecticut’s 35th District
that includes Pomfret,
Eastford, and Woodstock,
also spoke out against
MacCormack’s post in a
statement on social media,
saying he has spoken
against hate speech in all
forms and ““as a community,
we do not condone rhetoric
like this in any form.”

Republican State Rep.
Anne Dauphinais, who rep-
resents the 44th District,
which includes Killingly,
also weighed in on the mat-
ter on social media, say-
ing she would not endorse

FIRE

continued from page Al

Initial extinguishment efforts were attempted; however, the
fire had already begun to spread.”

Firefighters began an interior attack of the fire, entering
from the rear of the residence while mutual aid conducted
a search of the building for occupants and pets. One cat
was rescued from the building, although other pets were
reported missing, but none were believed to be in the home
implying the animals may have possibly escaped or been
absent during the fire. All residents are reported to have
escaped without major injuries.

The exact cause of the blaze was not disclosed by the fire
department. The Killingly Fire Marshall’s Office is leading

the investigation.

In addition to KB Ambulance and the South Killingly
Fire Department, Dayville Fire Company, Atwood Hose,
the Moosup Fire Department, the Williamsville Fire
Department, and the Attawaugan Fire Department also

responded to assist on scene.

gmm@%

Funeral Homes and Crematory

MacCormick, but acknowl-
edged the decision is in the
hands of the voters in the
50th District.

“I absolutely do not sup-
port the idea that someone
should be fined, serve jail
time or be executed for
exercising their constitu-
tional freedoms. In a free
society, people should not
be subjected to government
punishment, simply because
others disagree with their
personal partner choic-
es they make in their own
lives,” said Dauphinais.
“We can strongly disagree

with one another’s beliefs
and actions, but threatening
death to those with whom
we disagree undermines
the very principles of free-
dom, individual liberty,
and respect for the rule of
law that our Constitution is
designed to protect.”

The Connecticut
Republican Party posted a
statement condemning the
rhetoric, which they see
as potentially encouraging
hostility and violence. The
Brooklyn Republican Town
Committee has withdrawn
its support for MacCormick,

claiming they feel he had a
“hidden agenda” when he
sought their endorsement.
The Pomfret, Woodstock
and Eastford Republican
Town Committees have
posted a petition to endorse
a new candidate, Pomfret
resident Anthony Emilio, to
challenge MacCormack in a
primary if he refuses to end
his campaign.
MacCormack has seem-
ingly embraced the feed-
back, doubling down on
his statement in subsequent
posts. He responded to both
Candelora’s and Gordon’s

INTERACT

continued from page Al

worked in TEEG’s com-
munity garden; September:
Worked on their scarecrow
for the Scarecrow contest
in Rotary Park; October:
Collected Halloween cos-
tumes to distribute at
TEEG’s fall fest, had a booth
set up at the Great Pumpkin
Fest where they collected
canned goods and donations
for Caitlyn’s Cupboard at
Day Kimball Hospital.

In November: Created
ornaments for the elder-
ly shut-ins, organized a
food drive at WINY, and
participated in the Camp
Quinebaug Turkey Dip;
December: The club’s 29th
year bell ringing for the
local Salvation Army office;
January: Salvation Army
Kettle campaign pizza party
and made Valentine cards
for the shut-ins; February:

L%u;mm%

“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

Participated in the Fire and
Ice festival carving an ice
block into a soup can to
remind people of food inse-
curity.

In March: Volunteered
at the QVR Rotaract
Trivia Night and made St.
Patrick Day cards; April:
Volunteered at the YMCA
Healthy Kids Day, and held
a food drive at WINY. In
May they volunteered at the
Putnam Rotary Club’s Noe
Poulin Fishing Derby.

Rotarians Kayla Morin
and Roberta Rocchetti,
Interact advisors, gave
awards to students who
volunteered at many of the
Interact club’s activities.
This year’s top award went
to Paige Perry for 84.5 hours
of community service to the
Interact club.

Rotary Club President
Kathy Kirk awarded the
new Interact Club co-pres-
idents, Calleigh Levesque

and Mabel Perreault,
Interact pins. She said she
was “So proud of the club
because they really live up
to Rotary’s motto ‘Service
Above Self’.”

Levesque and Perreault,
both from Tourtellotte
Memorial High School, said
their upcoming year will
focus on education and liter-
acy. They plan to work with
the Putnam and Thompson
libraries and they want to
continue to work with TEEG
and the Salvation Army as
well.  Alyssa Davis will
be the new historian for the
club.

The club’s first meeting
for the 2026 -2027 school
year will be at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 8 in the Putnam Public
Library. The Interact club is
a regional club for students
ages 12 - 18. For more infor-
mation, contact Roberta
Rocchetti at robertarocchet-
ti4@gmail.com.

SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com

L A

GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors

Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner
Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity

statements expressing his
commitment to the values
presented in his statements
and called Connecticut’s
current Republican law-
makers “weak and com-
placent.” As of our press
deadline for this week’s
edition, he has expressed
his intention to remain in
the race for the 50th District
House seat.

The rhetoric has also
drawn backlash from the
Democratic  party. Pat
Boyd, MacCormack’s
potential opponent, said he
was disappointed that the
post is drawing attention to
the region for “the wrong
reasons.”

“One of the greatest free-
doms we celebrate in the
United States is the right
to live your life exactly the
way you want. But when a
candidate crosses the line
of basic human decen-
cy by judging others and
plastering irrational, hateful
posts about our neighbors,
friends, and family across
social media, it threatens
the very fabric of our com-
munity,” wrote Boyd. “T am
encouraged by the strong,
bipartisan voices, including
Republican House leader-
ship, who have stepped up
to call out this immature
and reckless behavior.”

The post also received
public condemnation from
Democratic Congressman
Joe Courtney, who called
it “reckless rhetoric” that
“erodes the fabric of our
communities.”

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Robert A Olson (26-00218)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated May 29, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Robert G Olson,
51 Boulder Lane,
Mansfield Center, CT 06250
June 12, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Michael D Burdett (26-00214)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated May 22, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Samuel D Burdett
c/o ERNEST J COTNOIR,
MAHER AND COTNOIR,
163 PROVIDENCE STREET,
P.O. BOX 187,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
June 12, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Richard J Madden (26-00229)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated June 2, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.
Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Joseph E Madden, 203 Beaman
Road, Sterling, MA 01564
Wendy A Trudeau, 145 Oxford Road,
Charlton, MA 01507
June 12, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Karol Avanecean (26-00197)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated June 2, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Donna Avanecean
c/o JOSEPH MICHAEL BARNES,
REARDON LAW FIRM,
160 HEMPSTEAD ST,
P.O. BOX 1430,
NEW LONDON, CT 06320
June 12, 2026
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Town of Thompson to host public workshop on
Neighborhood Limited Enterprise (NLE) regulations

THOMPSON — The Town of
Thompson is seeking input from residents
on Neighborhood Limited Enterprise
(NLE) regulations during a workshop
Wednesday, July 1, from 6-8 p.m. at the
Thompson Public Library/Community
Center - Meeting Room 3, 934 Riverside
Dr., North Grosvenordale.

What is a Neighborhood Limited
Enterprise? A “Neighborhood Limited
Enterprise” (NLE) is a new category of
small business in Thompson that was intro-
duced in the 2020 overhaul of the Zoning
Regulations. Thompson is home to over
400 small businesses, the vast majori-
ty of which are entrepreneurial “kitchen

FESTIVAL

June 13 & 14,2026
10am-4pm
Pyl at _tl_le Putnam
conat - Municipal Complex
200 School St, Putnam, CT
A day of art, demonstrations, live music,
and fun! Over 55 artists on display
featuring paintings, pottery, photography,
woodworking, jewelry and more. Free
parking, admission, and shuttle. After the
festival, relax in one of Putnam’s wonderful
restaurants and visit our unique businesses.
Info: PutnamcCtArtsCouncil.com
SPONSORED BY

PIATF

Putnam Area Wy
Foundation 0
bankHometown

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326
email: mikaela@
villagernewspapers.com

table” operations run out of the owners’
homes. As is common in many communi-
ties, Thompson’s Zoning Regulations have
always had standards allowing for these
Home Occupations; but those rules only
accommodate for the very smallest busi-
nesses. The NLE created a slightly more
expansive category to meet the needs of
businesses ready to grow, while remaining
compatible with operating in residential
neighborhoods.

Why are we doing this? Since the intro-
duction of the NLE concept to the Zoning
Regulations, there have been very few test
cases to show whether those new regula-
tions were “right-sized” to meet their intent.
In 2025 & 2026, certain businesses did try
to apply under these regulations. Although
the businesses were viewed very positively
by the Planning and Zoning Commission

and several members of the public, after
consideration it was determined that they
did not meet the standards for this new

home business category. This workshop is
an opportunity for members of the public
to learn more about the NLE concept and
then discuss their preferences and prior-
ities for businesses which may take root
in Thompson’s residential and agricultural
districts. Click here to view the current
NLE regulations.

Why do we need NLEs? Thompson has
structural challenges to attracting small
businesses. The physical inventory of store-
front properties that existed during the mill
era have largely been lost. While efforts are
underway to rebuild the historic downtown,
that process will take several years to fully
play out. In the meantime, roughly 85%
of Thompson is zoned ‘“Rural Residential
Agricultural,” but, as noted above, we are
still home to many small entrepreneurs.
Additionally, some business types may be
particularly suited to rural areas but cur-
rently lack a legal framework to locate here.
The NLE is intended to bridge those gaps.

Who will participate? All members of
the public are welcome to attend and par-
ticipate but due to space limitations, atten-
dance is capped at 42. Please use the
Eventbrite registration link to sign up.

How will this work? Following a brief
presentation about NLEs and the questions
residents may wish to consider, partici-
pants will break out into smaller discussion
groups. Guidance materials to facilitate
meaningful discussion will be provided. At
the conclusion, each discussion group will
share their observations and preferences.
Results of the workshop will be summa-
rized and given to the Planning & Zoning
Commission, to inform their annual regula-
tions review process.

Please register to attend by Monday,
June 29.

Questions? Please contact Tyra Penn-
Gesek — planner@thompsonct.org or 860-
923-9475.

Courtesy

Cub Scout Pack 21 of Putnam
got out crayons and construc-
tion paper and made get-well
cards for a sick friend during
their regular pack meeting on
Wednesday, June 3 at their
chartered organization, the
Albert J. Breault VFW Post
1523. Caring for others is some-
thing Pack 21’s Cub Scouts learn

to do, overseen by trained and experienced adults. Pack 21 welcomes boys and girls ages five
through ten. To join, call John Ryan at (860) 928-5873.

COUNTRY LIVING AT

WESTVIEW COMMONS

Independent and Assisted Living Community
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Easy Month-to-Month Lease * No Waiting List Fees ® No Assessment Fees * No Communaity Fees

* One and two-bedroom units (available up to 1,075 sq.ft.) with kitchenettes *
* specialty finishes, such as coffered ceilings, oversized bathrooms, walk-out patio doors *
e washer/dryer hookups * weekly housekeeping and linen service ¢ three chef-prepared meals daily ®
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Active Zwu% Redefined:

Harrington’s Irish Pub, Bistro Café, and Picturdrome Theatre right at home!

Give us a call at 860-428-2230 to request more information or schedule your personal tour.

117 Ware Road, Dayville, Connecticut, 06241 | 860-428-2230 | westviewcommons.com
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WESTVIEW
COMMONS



