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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Students and staff  at Leicester Middle 
School congratulate Trevor Moorghen, an eighth grad-
er who has been accepted into the alto saxophone sec-
tion of  the Central District Concert Band. 

Moorghen plays the tenor saxophone in the LMS 
Symphonic Band. Prior to his audition, he spent time 
learning etudes, memorizing scales, and practicing his 
sight-reading skills. He then auditioned in front of  a 
team of  adjudicators at Grafton High School on Feb. 3. 

“Trevor is a wonderful example of  talent meeting 
with hard work and dedication. It was clear early on 
that he had an excellent ear for music, participating in 
both band and chorus in elementary school,” said LMS 
Band Director Kristina Looney. “He was even selected 
to perform with the Massachusetts All-State Treble 
Choir as a fourth grade student.”

In addition to his participation in the LMS Symphonic 
Band, Moorghen has also taken private lessons to aug-
ment his skills. This past December, he was featured on 
the piece “Have Yourself  a Merry Little Christmas” at 
the LMS Winter Concert.

“He is an essential member of  the band here. His 
confidence and skills help all of  his bandmates to build 
their own,” Looney added. “It is also clear to me that 
music is important to Trevor. He seems to have a lot of  
fun performing and making music with his friends.”

Reflecting on his audition process, Moorghen looks 
back on years of  hard work and progression leading up 
to the momentous occasion. 

“It took me about two years to prepare for this audi-
tion. I was going to try out last year, but I felt like I 
wasn’t ready yet,” Moorghen said. “I decided to audi-
tion because my music instructor, Samantha Raillo, 
told me that it would be an extra challenge for me. I also 
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER —  Following 

a postponement due to 
weather, Special Town 
Meeting voters over-
whelmingly supported 
both articles on the war-
rant.

The meeting was post-
poned from Feb. 13 to Feb. 
15 because of  a snow-
storm. The warrant was 
highlighted by an article 
asking whether voters 
supported increasing the 
borrowing authorization 
for the David Prouty High 
School addition-renova-
tion project.

By a wide margin, vot-
ers supported increasing 
the borrowing authoriza-
tion by $4.5 million. This 
will not result in residents 
paying additional taxes, 
as the $4.5 million is part 
of  a $7.2 million grant 
approved for the district 
by the Commonwealth 
toward overall project 
expenditures.

The grant will be sup-
plied by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority 
(MSBA).

“There are a lot of  good, 
caring, kind people who 
know it’s time for us to ful-
fill our promise of  a proj-
ect that meets the needs of  
not just Spencer and East 
Brookfield, but Southern 
Worcester County,” said 
SEBRSD Superintendent 
Paul Haughey.  “With this 
vote, we have the resourc-
es from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority 
to do just that with the 
approval of  the supple-
mental grant award of  
$4.5 million.”

The supplemental grant 
is intended to cover unfore-
seen inflationary costs 
that  affected the project. 
The grant addresses sev-
eral “value-engineered” 
items that were taken out 
of  the budget due to eco-
nomic challenges.

Last month, the David 
Prouty High School 
Building Finance 
Subcommittee reviewed 
several value-engineered 
items to determine which 
overall budget needs 
would be eligible for 
restoration.  The items 
were then presented 
to the School Building 
Committee and earned 
members’ support. 

From there, the School 
Building Committee 
requested a Special Town 
Meeting in each commu-
nity. 

“I am so proud to be 
the Superintendent of  
Schools for the Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional 
School District because 
of  Spencer and East 
Brookfield’s  unwaver-
ing  support, partnership, 
and commitment to teach-
ing and learning with pur-
pose,” Haughey added. 

The original borrow-
ing by the district ($111.6 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

—  Each year, local stu-
dents benefit from count-
less resources online, but 
there are also plenty of  
lurking threats, officials 
warned during a recent 
cyber safety presenta-
tion.

On Feb. 14, members 
of  Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph 
Early’s Office visited 
North Brookfield Junior-
Senior High School for an 
online safety discussion.

Students in grades 7-12 
took part in the presen-
tation. 

“We are very grateful 
for the DA’s Office and 
Ms. Rudzinski for their 
presentation on cyber 
safety and bullying,” 
said NBJSHS Principal 
John Diorio. “This is 
something that affects 
all students in some way 
throughout the coun-
try. Our hope is to bring 
awareness  to our stu-
dents and empower them 
to stand up to bullying 

and understand the ram-
ifications of  cyber secu-
rity.” 

Cyberbullying has 
ballooned into a major 
nationwide problem over 
the past decade, with stu-
dents suffering harass-
ment through social 
media pages, chat rooms, 
and text messages. It can 
be difficult enough for 
teachers and administra-
tors to thwart in-person 
bullying, but threats and 
insults made online are 
even more challenging 
for officials to identify.

Additionally, students 
across the country are 
victimized online each 
day by predators and 
scammers posing as fel-
low teenagers in attempts 
to receive personal infor-
mation, images, or finan-
cial data. 

During the Feb. 14 
presentation, students 
learned about how to 
stay safe online and 
recognize the many tac-
tics of  those seeking to 
do harm. Students also 
learned that, even though 

a particular photo or 
post is deleted, it can 
always be recovered and 
cause future problems. 
Negative online behav-
ior can lead to rescind-

ed scholarships, lost 
jobs, and even criminal 
charges.

Students are also 
encouraged to protect 
each other online by 

reporting inappropriate 
posts and incidents of  
cyberbullying.

“The students said 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER —  Local 

leaders and organiza-
tions were recently rec-
ognized for their contin-
ued support of  homeless 
populations.

Just over a year ago, 
in January 2023, Spencer 
Police Department Lt. 
Norman Hodgerney 
teamed up with Open 
Sky Community Services 
to conduct a “Point in 
Time Count.” The pur-
pose of  this initiative was 
to document the number 
of  individuals living in 
town without a home on 
a single day.

The process helped 
give faces to the oft-over-
looked homelessness 
crisis, officials said. Not 
only were local leaders 
able to make contact 
with homeless individu-

als across town, but they 
also provided them with 
information on resourc-
es. 

Over the past year, offi-
cials and organizations 
have continued their 
mission of  ensuring that 
homeless populations no 
longer suffer in the shad-
ows. Since the pandemic 
struck in 2020, homeless-
ness has sharply risen 
nationwide due to high 
costs, lost jobs, substance 
use struggles, and mental 
health impacts, among 
others.

Recently, the follow-
ing individuals and 
organizations were hon-
ored for their work in 
supporting those with-
out a home: SPD Lt. 
Norman Hodgerney; 
Leah Bradley, CEO of  the 
Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance; Ron 

Hayes, Ashley Leiton, 
and Laurel Brazao, of  
Open Sky Community 
Services; and April 
Caruso and Nicole 
Eccleston, of  the Spencer 
Senior Center. 

Lt. Hodgerney pre-
sented those listed above 
with a Spencer Police 
Department challenge 
coin as a token of  thanks 
for their efforts. 

“We reviewed our jour-
ney that started with a 
Point in Time Count a 
year ago,” read a state-
ment released by the SPD. 
“On that day, we encoun-
tered 18 homeless. Over 
the course of  the year, a 
total of  27 homeless indi-
viduals had been contact-
ed by Spencer officers 
and offered assistance.”

Thirteen of  those indi-
viduals have since gone 
on to secure housing, 

officials reported. The 
community at large has 
also stepped up in several 
ways over the past year to 
show support.

“A heartfelt thank you 
to our community mem-
bers who offered dona-
tions of  clothing, food, 
and funds,” the SPD 
statement read.

For Senior Center 
Director April Caruso, it 
has been meaningful to 
partner with other local 
leaders toward a common 
goal. Many homeless 
individuals throughout 
the region are seniors, 
and officials are commit-
ted to providing them 
with resources on hous-
ing options.

“With the rising cost of  
rents and utilities, more 
and more people and fam-
ilies are falling on hard 
times. We are just doing 

our small part in help-
ing to provide resourc-
es to help,” Caruso told 
the New Leader. “It has 
been my pleasure to work 
alongside these other 
great entities.”

 
To learn more about 

the work being done by 
Open Sky Community 
Services, please visit 
www.openskycs.org.

Additionally, mem-
bers of  the Central 
Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance and the South 
County Housing 
Assistance Program are 
thanked for their efforts 
in assisting homeless 
populations.

For additional infor-
mation about programs 
and initiatives meant 
to reduce homelessness 
across Massachusetts, 
visit www.mass.gov.

LMS student accepted into 
Central District Concert Band

Courtesy

LMS student-musician Trevor Moorghen recently earned a major honor.

Locals recognized for efforts to help the homless

North Brookfield students warned of online threats

Courtesy

North Brookfield Junior-Senior High School students recently attended an online safety pre-
sentation.
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CHARLTON — Bay 
Path Regional Vocational 
Technical School congratu-
lates the following grade 10 
students on being named to 
the honor roll for the sec-
ond quarter of  the 2023-2024 
school year.

High Honors
Logan Barriere, Vincent 

Bedard, Emma Berry, David 
Betancur, Dominic Boyd, 
Aleah Brink, Brianna Brink, 
Samuel Ceppetelli, Lily 
Chartier, Charles Congdon, 
Hunter Coombs, Emily Corey, 
Valentina Culberson, Anika 
Ferrantino, Lillian Horner, 
Joshua Irons, Jr., Nicholas 
Jalbert, Cullen MacLeod, Ava 
Mastrototaro, Felix Menard, 
Tyson Moriarty, Benjamin 
Nocchi, Sawyer Schultz, 
Luke Smolski, Esmerelda 
Velez, Haylee Zurowski

Honors
Addison Aho, Adriana 

Alicea, Sarah Appiah 
Kubi, Jacob Archambault, 
Violet Aucella, Alexander 
Audunsson, Victoria 
Bachand, Arianna Belanger, 
Isabella Bitar, Edward Blash, 
Dominic Brodeur, Lucien 
Brodeur, Dimitri Burtt, Liam 
Carlson, Nathan Chenevert, 
Frederick Cierpich II, Maxton 
Cournoyer, Jacob Creeron, 
Brody Cunningham, Joseph 
Daige, Abigail Dejong, 
Myiah DeLaRosa, Treyton 
Dery, Cody Dombroski, 
Nathan Dube, Savannah 
Dubois, Aedan Ellis-Morris, 
Jocelyn Evans, Matthew 
Falcigno, Mya Federico, 
Jayla Fowler, Zarriyah 
Frechette, Rylee Fulmine, 
Aidan Giroux-Provencher, 
Aliyah Gonyea, Arianna 
Gonzalez, Sadie Hawley, Luke 
Heller, Kolton Hemenway, 

Liam Hesselton, Deirdra 
Holton, Grace Huehls, 
Hannah Ingalls, Natalie 
Ingles, Christian Johnson, 
Tabian Keegan, Zackery 
Kelleher, Ayden Kennedy, 
Samuel Kittredge, Marshall 
Lafond, Nia Laforest, Joel 
Landor, Zachary Landry, 
Elyse Laramie, Phoebe 
Lawendowski, Miranda 
Linde, Michael Lulu, 
Mia Lussier, Philipos 
Makordimitras, Emily 
McDonald, Madeline 
McDonald-Trimby, Alexis 
Messina, Kyle Mondor, 
Sebastian Moniz, Alexis 
Moody, Gianna Morelli, 
Liam Nicoll, Sebastian 
Nieuwenhoff, Cole Paradis, 
Niti Patel, Amari Pereira, 
Mariah Pereira, Adam 
Phaneuf, Jacob Pratt, 
Kayleigh Ramm, Grace 
Retallic, Marian Rodriguez 
Rivera, Nathan Rouille 
Montoya, Jordan Russell, 
Nathan Steen, Gaige 
Thompson, Ashley Tingle, 
Gabriel Turcotte, Thadaeus 
Tweneboa, Ellie Vanvleck, 
Sebastian Vargas, Gabriela 
Vazquez Hernandez, Natalie 
Vigeant, Ava Wall, Hunter 
White, Trey Wilkin, Madison 
Williamson

Principal’s List
Emma Baldyga, Rhianna 

Balliet, Riley Boucher, Alissa 
Burlingame, Emily Casault, 
Thomas Choquet, Marianelys 
Cintron Perez, Hailey Costa, 
Connor Czechowski, Max 
Domineck, Christopher 
Dufresne, Yandel Feliciano, 
Ethan Ford, Leia Foster, 
Hailey Giguere, Anthony 
Gonya, Anna Guay, Jacoby 
Henderson, Allison Klar, 
Gabrielle Lapan, Nicolas 
Londono, Avery McLaughlin, 
Chase Newman, Oskaryna 

Nunez, Connor 
O’Brien, Kelsey 
Olson, Angelica 
Padilla, Maddox 
Parente, Aiden 
P e r z a n o s k i , 
Leah Raymond, 
Taylor Richard, 
Y a s m i l e t t e 
Santana, Jorge 
Santiago, Jared 
Senosk, Jaxon 
Sitko, Ethan Wall, 
M a r c a n t h o n y 
Weld, Nash 
Zimmer

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Second Chance Animal Services
East Brookfield, MA 

508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Goose
Meet our silly Goose looking for a fresh 
start! This pint-sized, 30lb bundle of 
joy is ready to add a touch of silliness 
and love to your life! Goose is on the 
lookout for a new home where she can 
be the sole furry companion, as she 
doesn’t quite vibe with cats and pre-
fers to keep her doggy interactions to 
a minimum. While Goose may be a bit 
too rough for other dogs, she absolutely adores people and is eager to 
become the center of attention in your life. She’s your potential one-
and-only furry love! Goose is a playful soul who loves a good game 
of fetch, spending quality time with her humans, and soaking up all 
the attention she can get. She’s still mastering some manners, like not 
jumping up or pulling on the leash, but with a bit of patience, exercise, 
and structure, she’s ready to learn from her new family. Are you ready 
to welcome Goose into your home and heart? If you’re looking for a 
companion who’s equal parts silly and sweet, then Goose might just 
be the perfect match for you. Take Goose home today and embark on a 
journey of love, laughter, and countless adventures together!

152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

Tues., Wed, Fri 10-5 •Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3 
Closed Sun & Mon

It’s Different In Here!
A Family Business Since 1949

ART 
GALLERY&

You customers will know the difference
Stop by so we can show you the difference!

Fine Jewelery • Watches
 Jewelry Cleaning •Custom Design 

Jewelry Repairs * Jewelry Restoration
 We Buy Gold • Appraisals

My Uncle used to say,
“There are Jewelers and there are people 

who sell jewelry.”
Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with loca-
tions throughout Central 
Massachusetts,  announced 
its donations in 2023 totaled 
$506,475, benefitting 169 organi-
zations, events and services in 
Central Massachusetts. 

“We have long supported 
initiatives important to our 
community, our team, and our 
customers,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “In 
2023, we had another successful 
and meaningful year of  giving 
back to the communities we 
serve, both in terms of  finan-
cial support and time.” 

A sampling of  the donations 
Cornerstone made in 2023 
includes:

$50,000 for the Worcester 
Community Action Council 
home heating assistance pro-
gram

$36,483.60 (Cornerstone’s 
match of  employee donations) 
for the  United Way of  South 
Central Massachusetts, sup-
porting its vital community 
programs

$25,000 to the Center of  Hope 
Foundation  in Southbridge—
the first year of  Cornerstone’s 
five-year total pledge of  
$125,000 to upgrade and expand 
the facilities

$25,000 to support programs 
and services at the  YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts, includ-
ing The Achievers, Numbers 
in the Sun, LIVESTRONG and 
What’s for Dinner.

$25,000 to  Our Bright 
Future  Inc.  in Southbridge, 
committed to empowering chil-
dren and developing future 
leaders through science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) initiatives. 

$15,000 to  UMass Memorial 
Health for its nutrition-focused 
“Food is Medicine” program, 
which aims to provide high-
er-risk patients with access to 
healthy food options.

$15,000 to  Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of  Central Mass & 
Metrowest to support the orga-
nization’s 60th Anniversary 
Big Celebration and its Golf  
Fore Kids event. 

$12,500 to the  EcoTarium  in 

Worcester. This was the first of  
Cornerstone’s two-year pledge 
of  $25,000 for construction of  
a traveling exhibit and rede-
velopment of  its early learning 
play area.

$12,500 to the Bridge of  Faith 
Youth Center  in Southbridge. 
This was the first of  
Cornerstone’s two-year pledge 
of  $25,000 to support the orga-
nization’s mission.

Cornerstone also provid-
ed $40,000 in scholarships to 
16 local high school seniors 
with plans to pursue studies 
in business and finance, and 
held community-engagement 
events such as its “Stuff  the 
Bus” school supply drive ben-
efitting the  Planting the Seed 
Foundation of  Worcester.

Throughout 2023, 
Cornerstone held 204 financial 
literacy programs, up from 
114 in 2022, for children, teens, 
adults and seniors throughout 
the area, donating a total of  568 
hours. Cornerstone Bank also 
offers employees a “volunteer 
day” benefit through which 
they can spend a paid work-

day volunteering for a local 
non-profit. In 2023, 73 employ-
ees participated for a total of  
498 hours, working with groups 
such as the United Way, Relay 
for Life, Community Harvest 
Project, Jacob Edwards Library 
and Habitat for Humanity.

In September, Cornerstone 
Bank received the Corporate 
Citizen Award and was 
honored among the most 
charitable companies in 
Massachusetts by the  Boston 
Business Journal. In April, the 
bank received the Community 
Award from the Planting the 
Seed Foundation, which rec-
ognized Cornerstone’s commit-
ment to homeless children and 
their families.

To learn more about 
Cornerstone Bank’s charitable 
giving, visit  cornerstonebank.
com/community/charita-
ble-donations/donation-policy. 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of  a long 
history of  supporting the 
community, and providing 
a strong foundation to help 

people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking 
model enables a unique abili-
ty to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the high-
est level of  service and exper-
tise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations 
with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to connect 
customers with opportuni-
ties, through a broad range of  
deposit and loan products, and 
services. Built on Trust is not 
just a tag line, but also one of  
our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or person-
al partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the foundation that 
relationships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, please 
visit  CornerstoneBank.com  or 
call 800-939-9103.                                                                                                  

Cornerstone Bank’s 2023 
donations exceeded $506,000

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER —  Voters are 

reminded of  several important 
upcoming dates pertaining to 
elections this year.

The last day to obtain nom-
ination papers from the Town 
Clerk’s office is Monday, March 
25, at 5 p.m.

Tuesday, April 9, is the last 
day to file nomination papers 
with the Town Clerk. This is 
also the final day to file written 
notice of  ballot questions with 
the Town Clerk.

Thursday, April 11, is the last 
day to object to or withdraw 
nomination papers. This must 
be done by the 5 p.m. deadline.

Monday, April 22, is the last 
day to register to vote and be eli-
gible to vote at the Annual Town 
Meeting and Annual Town 
Election. This must be done by 
5 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s Office.

The following day, April 23, is 

the last day to request a vote-by-
mail ballot.

Residents can expect to see the 
warrant for the Annual Town 
Meeting posted by Thursday, 
April 25. 

The Annual Town Meeting 
will take place on Thursday, 
May 2, at 7 p.m.

Monday, May 13, is the last day 
to absentee vote at the counter 
of  the Town Clerk’s Office.

The Annual Town Election 
will take place on Tuesday, May 
14 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

At the election, voters will 
elect the following officials: 
selectman; town clerk; assessor; 
SEBRSD Spencer representa-
tive; water commissioner; park 
commissioner; library trustee; 
Board of  Health member; sewer 
commissioner; and two housing 
authority members.

Selectman Jared Grigg has 
announced that he is seeking 
re-election this spring. Stay 
tuned to the New Leader for 

upcoming features on Grigg and 
potential opponents.

Finally, the Presidential 
Primary will take place on 
March 5. The last day to change 
parties and/or register to vote 
for this Primary is Feb. 24.

The Town Clerk’s office will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 24 for voter registration.

The State Primary will take 
place on Sept. 3. The last day to 
change parties and/or register 
to vote for this Primary is Aug. 
24.

The Town Clerk’s office will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Aug. 24 for voter registration.

The Presidential/State 
Election will take place on Nov. 
5. The last day to register to vote 
for this election is Oct. 26.

The Town Clerk’s office will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Oct. 26 for voter registration.

For all questions regarding 
upcoming elections, call 508-885-
7500 (ext. 150).

Sophomores named to 
Bay Path honor roll

Spencer voters reminded of 
important dates

WALTHAM —  In the spring 
of  2023, West Brookfield native 
Chase Potvin graduated from 
Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School. Throughout his four 
years in Quaboag, he was the 
captain of  the soccer and bas-
ketball team while also hold-
ing a school leadership position 
of  class secretary. Now, he is 
enrolled at Bentley University, a 
private university that focuses 
on business, where he is using 
those skills to excel. 

In his first semester, Potvin 
made the distinguished honor 
of  the Presidents List, the 
highest academic distinction 
that the University gives in a 
single term. He also did this 
along with being in the Bentley 
Honors Program, where he 
attended honors classes this 
semester. He credits his two 
jobs at Pieramarini Pools and 
Salem Cross Inn when he says 
“Working two jobs in high 
school allowed me to develop a 
strong work ethic.” 

Potvin is now looking to con-
tinue using those skills to stay 
on the presidents list in the 
coming semesters. 

He says, “Bentley has given 

me a great mindset for future 
success,” as he is hoping to 
graduate in four years with a 
major in Corporate Finance 
and Accounting. 

Besides academics, he is 
also using what he’s learned 
in the classroom for the 
Bentley Investment Groups 
financial sector, where he’s 
getting more real-world expe-
rience to further his educa-
tion in finance. The club man-

ages and invests a portion of  
the University’s endowment, 
that has grown to more than 
$1 million from the $250,000 it 
started with in 1997, when it 
was founded. 

Chase is excited for the future 
and wants to continue his 
future success in and out of  the 
classroom at Bentley University 
for the next four years. 

Chase Potvin is the son of  
Joshua and Heidi Potvin.

Last chance to register 
for Presidential Primary

SPENCER — The last day and time for Spencer residents 
to register to be able to vote in the March 5 Presidential 
Primary/Special State Election is Saturday, Feb. 24 from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s office.

Quick success for Quaboag graduate 

Jaime Mann graduates 
from Elms College

CHICOPEE —  Jaime Mann of  Leicester graduated from 
Elms College with a Bachelor of  Science in Nursing follow-
ing the conclusion of  the fall 2023 semester. 

Mann was among 75 students who received their degrees 
in December.

Elms College is a coed Catholic college offering a liberal 
arts curriculum that prepares students holistically for a pur-
poseful life in a diverse and interconnected world. Founded 
in 1928 by the Sisters of  St. Joseph, Elms College has a tradi-
tion of  educating reflective, principled and creative learners, 
who are rooted in faith, educated in mind, compassionate in 
heart, responsive to civic and social obligations, and capable 
of  adjusting to change without compromising principle.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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REGION — Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving 
Central and Western Massachusetts, 
proudly reported more than $1.2 million 
in donations for 2023. The bank’s philan-
thropic efforts supported local non-prof-
its throughout its communities, with 
463 organizations receiving grants in 
2023. 

In addition to financial support, 
Country Bank’s team members dedi-
cated their time and expertise to make 
a difference. They volunteered 1,255 
hours of  community service, demon-
strating their commitment to giving 
back. Furthermore, 37 team members 
served on 65 non-profit boards and com-
mittees, actively contributing to the suc-
cess of  these organizations.

As a community bank, it recognizes 
the importance of  supporting financial 
literacy; Country Bank held four Credit 
for Life Fairs for 1,500 High School 
Seniors to educate them on credit, bud-
geting, and how their decisions impact 
their financial wellness. Classes were 
also held at Christina’s House and with-
in various schools throughout the com-
munity. In partnership with Greenlight, 
the bank launched a debit card for 
kids to support parents in teaching 
children early on how to spend, share, 
and save. The bank also introduced a 
new program to support financial lit-
eracy, Money School, to support local 
schools with educational opportunities 
for in-classroom 
teachings for all 
ages, and an online 
financial educa-
tional program on 
the bank’s website.

One of  the 
highlights of  
Country Bank’s 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c 
efforts in 2023 was 
its partnership 
with the Wonder 
Fund during the 

“Season of  Difference” Campaign. This 
collaboration aimed to support kids 
and families in Central and Western 
Massachusetts’ Department of  Children 
and Families (DCF) system. By joining 
forces with the Wonder Fund, Country 
Bank demonstrated its commitment to 
improving the lives of  vulnerable chil-
dren and families in the community 
with over $30,000 in support.

Some of  the organizations receiving 
donations were The Ronald McDonald 
House, Christina’s House, The YWCA, 
The Boys and Girls Clubs, Behavioral 
Health Network, The United Way, 
Salvation Army, The Food Bank of  
Western Mass, The Worcester County 
Food Bank, Be Like Brit, Juniper 
Outreach, Springfield Revitalize CDC, 
Friends of  the Homeless, and 21 Senior 
Centers and 19 Food Pantries across the 
region.

Paul Scully, President and CEO of  
Country Bank, emphasized the bank’s 
dedication to its communities. 

He stated, “As a community partner, 
we care deeply about the sustainability 
of  our communities. We are honored to 
support many organizations through 
donations and volunteerism to help 
them with their work. Supporting and 
enriching our communities is not only 
a part of  our mission; it’s who we are 
as an organization, and we know that it 
makes a difference for so many.”

Country Bank supports 
communities with 2023 

donations exceeding 
$1.2 million 

Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-spencer

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing! 
Certified Application Counselors can help! 

In person assistance available 
through March 2024 

Tri-Valley Office Hours on
 Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and 

Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley  
Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at 

Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster 

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you! 
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department

PROMOTION ENDS March 9th, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends March 9th

37

North Brookfield 
library to hold 

children’s theater 
workshop

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Haston Free Public Library will be offering a free 
theater workshop titled Theater Games for Tweens on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 10 a.m. 
The program, presented by Little Spark Theater, is aimed at children ages eight to 
12. Learn the basics of  improv and get some energy out while doing it! Ali from 
Little Spark Theater will help kids explore the basics of  improvisation and acting 
through high energy games. This class promotes creativity, quick thinking, prob-
lem solving, and confidence.

	 Ali Coes founded Little Spark Theater to ensure that all children have 
access to theater education. She is a certified theater teacher, English teacher, and 
theatrical director, with 13 years of  experience in traditional classroom settings. In 
addition to tween programs, she also offers creative drama classes for children as 
young as two years old.

To register for this event, please call the library at 508-867-0208 or email Youth 
Services Librarian Brianna Lamb at blamb@cwmars.org. Registration is highly 
recommended, as space is limited.
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Local residents named to 
Clark University Dean’s List

WORCESTER — The following local residents were named to Clark University’s 
Fall 2023 Dean’s List:

Miranda G. Bartley, of  Brookfield was named to first honors.
Abigail E. Gahagan, of  Leicester was named to second honors.
Ashley D. Leighton, of  Spencer was named to second honors.
Autumn H. Powers, of  Leicester was named to second honors.
Ana G. Ruggieri, of  Leicester was named to first honors.
Founded in 1887, Clark University is a liberal arts-based research university that 

prepares its students to meet tomorrow’s most daunting challenges and embrace its 
greatest opportu-
nities.  With more 
than 45 undergrad-
uate majors and 
major tracks, more 
than 30 advanced 
degree programs, 
a growing number 
of  professional 
certificate pro-
grams  and nation-
ally recognized 
community part-
nerships, Clark 
University fuses 
rigorous scholar-
ship with authen-
tic world and work-
place experiences 
that empower our 
students to pursue 
lives and careers 
of  meaning and 
consequence.

Curry 
College 

announces 
Fall 2023 

Dean’s List
MILTON — Curry College congrat-

ulates roughly 800 students who were 
named to the Fall 2023 Dean’s List.

Kendra Aucoin of  Spencer
Meghan Niddrie of  Leicester
Michael Ouellette of  Leicester
Abigail Rambelje of  North 

Brookfield
Lily Smith of  North Brookfield
Elizabeth Tebo of  Leicester
About Curry College
Curry College, founded in Boston 

in 1879, is a private, co-educational, 
liberal arts-based institution located 
on 131 acres in Milton. The College 
extends its educational programs to a 
continuing education branch campus 
in Plymouth. The College offers 90+ 
Majors, Minors, and Concentrations 
in specialized and liberal arts pro-
grams, as well as graduate degrees 
in accounting, business, education, 
criminal justice, and nursing to a 
combined enrollment of  nearly 2,050 
students. The student body consists 
of  1,830 traditional students and near-
ly 220 continuing education and grad-
uate students. The College offers a 
wide array of  co-curricular activities 
ranging from 17 NCAA Division III 
athletic teams to an outstanding the-
atre and visual arts program. Visit us 
on the Web at www.curry.edu.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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BROOKFIELD 
$437,500, 18 Maple St, Schlegel, 

Wayne A, to Fairweather, Ashley K, 
and Harvey, Samuel C.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$450,000, 9 Hillside Rd, Pah 

Properties LLC, to Mckiernan, 
Danielle.

$438,000, 11 Brookside Dr, Foley, 
Clayton M, and Foley, Kristen J, to 
Asante, Joseph, and Asante, Ama D.

$265,125, 50 Chapel St, First Landing 
Invs LLC, to 50 Chapel St LLC.

$225,600, 50 Chapel St, Desrosiers, 
Jane, and Imbody, Leonard, to First 
Landing Invs LLC.

$215,000, 442 Henshaw St, Sec Of  
Veterans Affairs, to Berisha, Linda.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$128,750, 19 Oakham Rd, Mcdowell 

Elizabeth V Est, and Mcdowell, 
William N, to Everlasting Hm Soln 
LLC.

SPENCER
$675,000, 60 Smithville Rd, Payette, 

Gwyneth G, to Reilly, Travis J, and 
Reilly, Jennifer M.

$330,000, 9 Old Farm Rd, Hamilton, 
Kenneth L, to Alden, Autumn R.

$285,000, 358 Main St, Nicas 
Evangeline H Est, and Nicas, James 
S, to Doray, Paul S, and Doray, James 
M.

$261,874, 4 Brown St, Smith, Tanya, 
and Markey, Shleby L, to Smith, 
Tanya.

WARREN
$22,000, Cronin Rd #69, Ahmad, 

Waseem, to Higgins, Clayton.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$52,500, 22 Church St, Merrill, 

Michelle O, to Merrill, Ann R, and 
Romaniak, Alice L.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — The fire department will 

use a substantial grant award to fund 
new safety equipment for firefighters.

The department was recently award-
ed $18,735 from the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of  Public Safety and 
Security, as well as the Department of  
Fire Services.

The funds will be disbursed through 
the state’s Fiscal Year 2024 Firefighter 
Safety Equipment Grant Program. 
Fire departments from across the state 
applied for grants, with a limited num-
ber of  applicants receiving significant 
funding.

The grant funds will be used to 
purchase turnout gear for four new 
members of  the department, among 
other expenditures. SFD leaders always 
strive to regularly update and replace 
the department’s personal protective 
equipment to maximize safety during 

responses.
“This is a very competitive grant, 

and it means a lot that they gave us the 
full amount requested,” said Fire Chief  
Robert Parsons. “This means the town 
will not have to pay for the gear.”

State officials congratulate Chief  
Parsons and his department on secur-
ing the grant. The new gear is expected 
to arrive a few months after the order is 
completed.

“With each new challenge, the fire ser-
vice in Massachusetts demonstrates its 
ability to adapt, overcome, and continue 
providing the excellent level of  services 
that the citizens of  the Commonwealth 
have come to expect,” read a statement 
released by Gov. Maura Healey. 

The grant funds will be augmented 
by a $12,500 earmark in state funding 
recently secured for the fire department 
through Rep. Donald Berthiaume’s 
office.

The SFD team thanks local leaders 
and state officials alike for their support 

of  firefighters and occupational safety.
“From structure fires and water 

rescues, to hazardous materials and 
building collapses, firefighters never 
know what life-threatening risks the 
next call will bring,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll.  “These grants will support 
the purchase of  fundamental tools and 
specialty equipment to help them do a 
dangerous job more safely.”

The Firefighter Safety Equipment 
Grant Program provides reimburse-
ment on purchases of  eligible equip-
ment. These include hoses and noz-
zles, turnout gear, ballistic protective 
equipment, gear washers and dryers, 
thermal imaging cameras, hand tools 
and extrication equipment, communi-
cations resources, and hazardous gas 
meters, among several others.

“The Firefighter Safety Equipment 
Grants are an investment in the health 
and safety of  Massachusetts firefight-
ers,”  said State Fire Marshal Jon 
Davine. “The flexibility of  the program 

is especially valuable because it allows 
each department to make purchas-
es based on their specific needs and 
resources. It has become a vital part of  
the way the Massachusetts fire service 
prepares for the constantly evolving 
threats in the world around us.”

To learn more about various state 
grant opportunities available to fire 
departments, visit www.mass.gov. 

Grant funds safety equipment for
 Spencer firefighters

Early 
in-person 

voting opens 
Saturday in 

Spencer
SPENCER — The town of  Spencer has 

announced its early in-person voting 
schedule

Sat.     Feb 24                       9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Mon.   Feb 26                       7:30 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m.
Tues.   Feb 27                        7:30 a.m. – 

4:30 p.m.
Wed.   Feb 28                       7:30 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m.
Thurs.  Feb 29                      7:30 a.m. – 

12:30 p.m.
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H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Dumpster Rental
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Scrap Metal Drop Off or Pick Up

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates
508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMSHOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

SPENCER —  Howie 
Newman and Joe Kessler, 
also known as Knock on 
Wood, are anything but 
a typical folk combo, 
performing funny orig-
inal songs (suitable 
for all ages) as well as 
well-known rock covers. 
Their varied repertoire 
includes everything from 
Tom Petty to Buffalo 
Springfield to the Stray 
Cats.

No matter what they 
play, it features excellent 
musicianship, pleasing 
vocal harmonies and … 
lots of  fun. 

Knock on Wood (www.
h ow i e n e w m a n . c o m /
knockonwood) will be 
playing a free concert at 
Richard Sugden Library, 
8 Pleasant St., Spencer, on 
Monday, March 4, from 
6-7 p.m.

This program is sup-
ported by a grant from 
the Spencer Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Newman (guitar, har-
monica, vocals) is the 
songwriter and his 
engaging manner, which 
includes G-rated com-
edy and lots of  audi-
ence participation, has 
charmed audiences all 
over New England. Song 
topics baseball, his wife’s 
inability to parallel 

park and not-so-grace-
ful-aging. There are also 
heart-warming songs 
about his first grand-
child and surviving the 
pandemic. 

A former sportswrit-
er for the Boston Globe, 
Patriot Ledger, Lowell 
Sun and other newspa-
pers, he will also be per-
forming one of  his many 
baseball songs, which 
include “Why Did You 
Go, Johnny Damon?”

Kessler plays fiddle 
and mandolin with an 
energetic improvisation-
al style that includes folk, 
rock, jazz and bluegrass. 
He has also toured exten-
sively throughout the 
United States and Canada 
as well as eight other 
countries, performing 
with Morphine, Jimmy 
Page and Robert Plant, 
the Boogaloo Swamis and 
many others.

“We’re not the tradi-
tional guitar-and-fiddle 
duo,” says Newman. “Joe 
and I like to keep things 
up-tempo, do some rock 
covers and get the audi-
ence involved. The idea is 
to play some great music 
and have fun.”

For more informa-
tion about Knock on 
Wood, including vid-
eos and music samples, 
visit    www.howienew-
man.com/knockonwood.

REGION —  Even though last week’s winter storm 
was considerably weaker than originally forecast, it 
still caused plenty of  headaches in local communities.

Just a few days prior to the storm’s arrival, it was 
predicted to dump as much as a foot of  snow across 
central Massachusetts. But after a late shift in the 
forecast, many local towns ended up seeing approxi-
mately seven inches, with higher amounts reported in 
Connecticut and mid-Atlantic states.

Nonetheless, the majority of  area school districts 
canceled classes on Feb. 13. Meanwhile, Spencer’s 
Special Town Meeting was pushed back two days to 
ensure that all voters could safely attend. 

Municipal offices in several area towns were also 
closed on Feb. 13.

Knock on Wood rocks out at 
Sugden Library March 4

Weaker than 
expected storm 

still causes trouble

Kevin Flanders

Last week’s snow event didn’t live up to initial projections, but it still left plenty of winter white across area communities.

Local students make Dean’s List at CCU
CONWAY, S.C. — More than 3,000 undergraduate students at Coastal Carolina University were named to the Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 semester. Students who make 

the Dean’s List have achieved a grade point average of  3.5 or higher (3.25 for freshmen) for the semester.
Alexander Demarski of  East Brookfield
Ryan Lemieux of  Brookfield
Coastal Carolina University is a dynamic, public comprehensive liberal arts institution located in Conway, located just minutes from the resort area of  Myrtle Beach, 

S.C.
CCU offers baccalaureate degrees in more than 100 major fields of  study. Among the University’s graduate-level programs are 27 master’s degrees, one educational 

specialist degree, and the doctorates in education and in marine science: coastal and marine systems science. CCU boasts a growing array of  internship, research and 
international opportunities for students, as well as numerous online programs through Coastal Online.

More than 10,800 students from across the country and around the world interact with a world-class faculty, and enjoy a nationally competitive NCAA I athletic pro-
gram, an inspiring cultural calendar, and a tradition of  community interaction that is fueled by more than 180 student clubs and organizations.

Visit coastal.edu for more information.
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  It’s almost that time of  year when 
many people start receiving their tax 
refunds. If  you get one, what will you 
do with it?

Of  course, the answer will depend 
somewhat on how big your refund is. 
Last year, the average refund amount 
was about $2,750, according to the 
Internal Revenue Service’s Filing 
Season Statistics report.

Whatever the size of  your refund, 
you’ll want to maximize its benefit. 
Here are a few suggestions:

Contribute to your IRA.  If  you were 
to receive about $2,750, it would go a 
long way toward funding your IRA for 
the year — but any amount would help. 
You still have until April 15 to contrib-
ute to your IRA for the 2023 tax year, 
but if  you’ve already “maxed out” on 
it, you could use your refund for 2024, 
when the annual contribution limit for 
a traditional and Roth IRA is $7,000, or 
$8,000 if  you’re 50 or older. And by get-
ting an early start toward fully funding 
your IRA for the year, you can reduce 
the pressure of  having to come up with 
large amounts later.

Build an emergency fund.  Your tax 
refund could help you start or expand 
an emergency fund. It’s a good idea to 
keep up to six months’ worth of  living 
expenses in such a fund, with the money 
kept in a liquid, low-risk account, sepa-
rate from the funds you use for your 
daily expenses. You might need to draw 
on this fund for unexpected expenses, 
such as a major home or car repair or a 
medical bill that’s not fully covered by 
your insurance. Without such an emer-
gency fund in place, you might be forced 
to dip into your IRA or other retirement 
accounts to pay for these types of  costs, 
and such a move could be expensive, 
resulting in taxes, penalties and lost 
opportunities for growth. 

Contribute to a 529 plan. If  you have 
children or grandchildren and you’d 
like to help them further their education 
someday, you might consider investing 
in a 529 education savings plan. With a 
529 plan, earnings and withdrawals are 
federally tax free, provided the money is 
used for qualified education expenses. 
Based on where you live, your 529 plan 
may provide state tax benefits, too. (It 
is possible, though, that 529 withdraw-
als could affect financial aid packages, 
depending on who owns the account.) A 
529 plan can be used to help pay for col-
lege, accredited trade school programs, 
some K-12 expenses and even to help 
repay some student loans.

Pay down debts. Most of  us probably 
wish we could reduce our debt loads. 
Your tax refund may give you a chance 
to do just that. But which debts should 
you tackle first? You could follow the 
“snowball” method by paying off  the 
smallest of  your loans or debts as quick-
ly as possible. Or you could choose the 
“avalanche” route by making minimum 
payments on all debts and using extra 
funds — such as your tax refund — to 
pay off  the debts that carry the highest 
interest rates. Either method could help 
you save money in the long term.

Your tax refund can be a valuable 
asset — so use it wisely.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

What should you 
do with your tax 

refund?

Letters to the Editor
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To the Editor:
Hopefully, you are using facts to 

form your opinions and not creating 
or accepting as facts things because 
they support your opinions.

In these times, these are very import-
ant distinctions to make, in large mea-
sure because the orange Jesus has 
pushed the envelope to new and out-
rageous levels. If  the more than 30,000 
alternate truths he recorded during 
his term of  office, were not enough, 
he is breaking ground at levels even 
morons do not buy. He is spending a lot 
of  time claiming the great stock mar-
ket performance and low unemploy-
ment, are due to the high confidence in 
his re-election.  People with any mem-
ory will recall that it started going up 
the day Biden’s win and his loss was 
confirmed During the first year of  any 
presidents term, performance will be 
what you inherit and end with what 
you did. Trump inherited the Obama/
Biden recovery from the Bush crash, 
and left behind a closed country and 
wrecked economy.   Unless you are 
really brainwashed, nothing he says 
can change those facts. He is trying to 
claim credit for Taylor Swift’s success, 
because he signed a bill favorable to 
her that was written and pushed by 
Jerry Nadler, D of  New York.

He congratulated the state of  
Kansas for the Chiefs win, though 
one might think he would know they 
are from Missouri. He says he offered 
Nikki Haley (his former UN rep) 10,000 
troops for Capital security (he meant 
Nancy Pelosi, a name he dissed almost 
daily) although Capital security has 
nothing to do with congress.

Trump has instructed his minions 
in congress to kill a hard fought bor-
der security, and aid for Israel and 
Ukraine, believing his cult is dump 
enough to wait a year until he returns 
to office, to deal which was of  high 
urgency until last week when it could 
be fixed.   If  nothing is done to aid 
Ukraine until then (not that he would 
help them, but Dems could retake con-
trol, likely in time to help NATO keep 
Putin from taking more countries 

Does anyone else remember when 
we were happy to help Ukraine defend 
itself  and degrade Putins military? 
Trump was waving Russian flags at 
CPAC on the day they commenced cur-
rent war and complimented Putin ion 
his timing.   If  you are flying Trump 
flags and Ukraine flag, replace it with 
Russia’s   The big dummy who touted 
horse meds, is now saying we will not 
honor or NATO mutual defense pacts 
if  you did not pay up your dues.

There are no dues. NATO member-
ship requires spending levels against 
GNP on your own defense. We might 
well be the only country in NATO 
dumb enough to spend more than the 
next eight highest defense spenders 
in the world. Trump has invited any-
one wanting to invade a “delinquent” 
country to go for it.   With two grand-
children in uniform, nothing would 
disgust me more than seeing a draft 
dodger, who calls our wounded war-
riors losers and suckers, commander 
in chief.

I expect, like me, you are fed up 
with our court system not delivering 
a verdict on whether a leading candi-
date  is a felon. I think it not unreason-
able for these cases to complete before 
November.  I have like zero faith in the 
worst Supreme court ever, facilitating 
that.   What they are calling the 14th 
amendment, section #3 case hearing, 
is likely to punt and say   Trump can 
be on ballot as they did not address 
his disqualification in a five-day trial 
in Colorado, hence the twenty other 
states awaiting that answer, may also 
disqualify him and keep him on bal-
lots   What happens if  he wins but 
twenty states say he cannot serve? 
This court, that pretends they want 
to back away from taking any active 
stance, has changed more laws and 
regulations than ever and more than 
congress over the same period.

The consequences of  another 
Trump presidency are dire.   I fear he 
would use the same mob boss mental-
ity that had him pardoning his posse 
last time, and a doubt we would even 
recognize the country after his wreck-
ing ball destroys it.    While Biden has 
delivered on his promises, he may well 
be as geriatric as Trump, but, I assure 
you, his checks and balances to steady 
the ship are far and away better than 
Trumps idiocracy8. Any vote that is 
not for Biden is a Trump vote. Neither 
RFK nor anyone else can, or will, win.

The GOP house is a total and com-
plete clown show.  Where over 200 bills 
passed is normal, and you only pass 28, 
and play musical chairs with speak-
ers, let’s put this circus behind us.  A 
blue wave putting Dems in full control, 
would see Roe codified into law, NATO 
confidence in the USA restored, if  
Ukraine still hanging it, Russia defeat-
ed, Taiwan secured, reasonable gun 
legislation, even as simple as having to 
be 21 to own an assault rifle and maybe 
talking to a cop to confirm sanity.  
Seek truth — act accordingly.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Truth or consequences

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Longer, 
lighter 

days have 
returned!

At last, we are on the cusp of  a sea-
sonal change which brings with it a 
shift in weather, more light and more 
health benefits! The arrival of  lon-
ger, lighter days indicates a time of  
renewal and rejuvenation, offering a 
wealth of  opportunities to enhance 
our physical and mental well-being. 

One of  the most notable advan-
tages of  longer, lighter days is the 
increased exposure to natural sun-
light. As the sun lingers in the sky for 
more extended periods, our bodies 
have greater opportunities to soak in 
its healthful rays. Sunlight is a vital 
source of  Vitamin D, which plays a 
crucial role in bone health, immune 
function, and mood regulation. By 
spending time outdoors during day-
light hours, whether it be through 
walks, outdoor activities, or simply 
enjoying a cup of  tea on the porch, we 
can replenish our Vitamin D stores 
and bolster our overall well-being.

The arrival of  springtime brings 
with it a palpable sense of  renewal 
and optimism. Research has shown 
that exposure to natural light can 
have profound effects on mood and 
mental health, helping to alleviate 
symptoms of  depression, anxiety, and 
seasonal affective disorder (SAD). 

As the days grow longer and tem-
peratures begin to rise, we find our-
selves naturally drawn outdoors.  
Whether it’s going for a jog in the 
park, cycling along scenic trails, or 
practicing yoga in the backyard, the 
extended daylight hours of  late win-
ter and early spring provide ample 
opportunities for physical activity 
and exercise. 

Our bodies are finely attuned to 
the rhythms of  the natural world, 
and exposure to natural light plays a 
crucial role in regulating our inter-
nal clocks. The increased daylight 
hours of  late winter and early spring 
help to synchronize our circadian 
rhythms, promoting healthy sleep 
patterns and enhancing overall 
sleep quality. By exposing ourselves 
to natural light during the day and 
limiting exposure to artificial light 
at night, we can optimize our sleep-
wake cycles and enjoy more restful 
and rejuvenating sleep.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

To the Editor:

In addition to clear, consistent, sub-
missions, Ms. Jackman, other KK &   
three others in last two weeks caught 
my attention.

First came  the editorial  “Leading 
with purpose …..” In which the paper’s 
Editor strongly and correctly says 
rather than paying too much attention 
to “cultural” differences among us,  
local leaders should concentrate on the 
far more fundamental problems such 
as  homelessness, substance abuse, and 
opportunities such growing our local 
economies.  

Next on the same page, look at 
“America cannot afford another 
Republican loss.” While disagreeing 
with almost every other point made , I 
applaud two.

that Trumps “personality” – I would 
say his mental condition and total lack 
of  morals – makes it unlikely he could 

win the Presidency  and because  Nikki 
Haley has a sane personality,  solid gov-
erning and foreign policy experience, 
voters should consider her over Trump  
in the Republican primary . 

I could not agree more.

Finally, in last week’s New Leader 
letter “Unbelievable,” the “Trump 
for 2024”  writer among the typically 
vast number of  “keep them angry” 
untruths made a very good observa-
tion – Gov. Healy should not have nom-
inated a former personal partner  as a 
senior judge.  While promoting some 
good policies and programs, in this, 
along with other closed shop approach-
es, she stands wrong.   

As a people and a country, we need 
to push to  improve and stand together 
whenever possible.     

Kevin Kane
Spencer

To the Editor:
I am immensely grateful for the over-

whelming support and trust of  the 
voters of  the 6th Worcester District 
in Dudley, Charlton, Spencer, and 
Southbridge in the Feb. 6 Special 
Election Primary. I am eager for the 
opportunity to engage with even more 
constituents, as I seek to comprehend 
the concerns and needs of  all those 
across the 6th Worcester District. 

As your State Representative, I will 

be a tireless advocate for the people 
of  our district. I pledge to prioritize 
critical issues such as public safety, 
bolstering local aid, and fortifying edu-
cational initiatives, recognizing that 
these pillars are critical in fostering 
a community where all residents can 
truly thrive and enjoy a better quality 
of  life. 

As we approach the pivotal March 
5 general election, I am determined 
to spread my vision with more voters 

from across the 6th Worcester District. 
If  you have any questions about my can-
didacy, I encourage you to read out to 
me at John@MarsiForStateRep.com or 
visit my Web site at MarsiForStateRep.
com. 

I hope to earn your vote for State 
Representative on Tuesday, March 5.  
Thank you!

John Marsi
Dudley

SNL submissions worth reading  

I hope to earn your vote

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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It’s been close to three months since 
my last update on antique and collect-
ibles news. As you might expect, a lot has 
taken place since then. I’ll focus on some 
major estate sale finds today.

In 2023, Jeanette Davies saw two antique 
teddy bears at a yard sale in South Wales. 
Teddy bears got their name when Teddy 
Roosevelt was hunting with (American 
bear hunter and sportsman) Holt Collier. 
Collier stunned and cornered a bear and 
Roosevelt wouldn’t shoot it, believing it 
to be unsportsmanlike. Davies paid £130, 
or around $155 for both yard sale bears. 
One turned out to be a World War II era 
teddy worth between $92 and $142 USD. 
Davies correctly believed the other bear 
to be a Steiff  bear. Steiff  began produc-
ing high quality teddy bears three years 
after the incident with Roosevelt. The 
1905 Steiff  bear was auctioned with a 
$5,100 minimum bid.

Across the country, a California man 
recently found an old tin box of  baseball 
cards that his dad collected. The man 

identified only as John said 
his father Ed began collecting 
cards in the 1920s, according 
to Newsweek. Ed had shown 
John some cards occasional-
ly, but John only saw the tin 
box with all the cards after 
Ed’s passing. The collection 
includes 20 Babe Ruth cards, 
a Shoeless Joe Jackson, and 
many other Hall of  Famers. 
The sale of  the cards is expect-
ed to bring in the high six 
figures.

Also in California, a map 
dealer’s keen eye and knowl-
edge may have netted him mil-
lions. Alex Clausen was tak-
ing a virtual tour of  oil heir 
Gordon Getty’s estate sale and became 
focused on an old map, according to the 
Los Angeles Times. He spotted a map list-
ed as a portolan chart and as being from 
1500 to 1525. Portolan maps were hand 
drawn maps on animal skin created by 
navigators. According to the LA Times, 
they “often feature drawings of  com-
pass roses, flags, sea monsters and ships; 
unlike modern maps, interior details of  
land are not the key focus.” The $100,000 
to $150,000 estimate seemed reasonable 
for a 16th century map, but some clues 
led Clausen to believe it could be older. 
Granada in Southwestern Spain had a 

different flag than other king-
doms in the Iberian Peninsula, 
making him think the map was at 
least from the 15th century before 
they would have adopted a new 
flag. After hundreds of  hours of  
research, researchers dated the 
map to 1360. The chart is the only 
14th century portolan known to 
exist outside of  Europe. The map 
is being sold in a gallery where it 
is on course to bring $7.5 million.

We are currently cataloging our 
comic books, sports cards, and 
collectibles 
a u c t i o n . 
We are still 
a c c e p t i n g 
c o n s i g n -

ments of  gold jew-
elry, sterling silver 
serving ware, art, 
coins, and other 
antiques, and col-
lectibles for our 
early summer auc-
tion. I’ll be teach-
ing my antiques 
and collectibles 

night class again on March 5 at the Bay 
Path Evening School in Charlton. I’ll also 
be presenting at Learning in Retirement 
event in Danielson, Connecticut on May 
6. Please visit our Web site, https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com, for links to other 
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for 
auction information at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles 
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).

HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

WEBSTER-DUDLEY VETERANS SERVICE

PART TIME CLERK POSITION
19 HOURS

The Town of Dudley is seeking a qualified professional to serve as the 
Veterans’ Services Clerk.  This position falls under the direction of the 
Director of Veteran Services.

Candidate must have excellent organizational skills with the ability to 
manage time effectively, computer proficiency is required along with 
writing ability.  Knowledge of departmental operations and exercise 
judgment in responding to the needs of our veterans.  Attend veter-
ans-oriented trainings and educational courses as required, assists with 
community events such as Memorial Day and Veteran Day parades, 
and helps veterans in completing applications for State and Federal 
Veteran benefits.   

A high school education or GED is required with one year of office 
experience.  Salary is $20.28/hour. 

Please send a cover letter and resume to townadmin2@dudleyma.gov.  

Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.  

Thank you  
St. Jude

for 
answered 
prayers
CC and FB

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Everything the Dem leftist controlled 

media and Joe Biden say can be proven 
to be a lie. To Americans that work hard 
and pay the bills, facts matter.

Fact No. 1: Joe Biden and his 
Progressive Democrat policies have 
caused over 300,000 men, women and 
children to have died in wars initi-
ated by his policies.  Ukraine had an 
agreement with Russia that they would 
have autonomy if  they agreed not to 
join NATO. The whole conflict start-
ed when Obama and Biden started 
messing in Ukraine’s internal politics. 
Biden encouraged Putin in 2020 with 
his weak leadership. The result is over 
300,000 dead. Would not have happened 
under Trump. In 2020, Biden showed 
weakness by giving Iran $10 billion 
and easing the Trump sanctions. This 
allowed Iran to fully arm their proxy 
terrorist groups. This was the go signal 
for Hamas to massacre the 2,000 Israelis 
and start the Gaza war. Biden has the 
blood of  28,000 men, women, and chil-
dren on his hands. Under Trump, we 
were heading to Mideast peace. Voting 
for Joe means wars and death.

Fact No. 2: Biden’s open border pol-
icies have ruined our cities and towns 
of  the USA by filling them with illegal 
aliens and defunding the police.  Donald 
Trump in 2019 had policies in place 
that kept illegal migration low. Stay in 
Mexico, building the wall, and deporta-
tion. On day one of  2020, puppet Biden 
was instructed by his Progressive han-
dlers to remove these and fully open the 
border. As a result, we have any afford-
able housing being filled with illegals 
at taxpayer expense. We have illegals 
performing crimes, letting out of  court 
without bail by progressive DAs, and 
flipping the bird to America. This pol-
icy is the Dem Progressive dream to 
have a one-party country where they 
can entrench themselves in power and 
exert control over US citizens. Under 
Trump US citizens mattered more than 
illegals invaders.

Fact No. 3: Bidenomics is destroy-
ing the American dream with inflation 
and green policies. It’s estimated that 
total living costs went up 33 percent in 
Biden’s three years while real wages 
went up only 4 percent. On day 1 Biden 
instituted his war on American oil. 
This cut high paying jobs here while we 
enriched countries like Venezuela and 
Qatar by buying their oil.  This caused 
our gas and heating oils to double the 
costs. Electric bills doubled and tri-
pled as strain was put on the systems. 
Housing and rent costs skyrocketing 
for US citizens while illegals (future 

Dem voters) get it for free, solar panels 
and electric batteries purchased from 
our adversary China. Parents that send 
your kids to community college know 
they are paying $6,000-$8,000 per year 
while Healy gives it free to illegals. You 
are, in effect, subsidizing their freebees. 
When Trump was in office your costs 
were lower and your buying power 
went a lot further. This allowed you to 
enjoy the fruits of  your labor. Not with 
Biden. The illegals are enjoying your 
fruit instead.

Fact No. 4: Biden has weaponized the 
DOJ to go after Trump. Other coun-
tries see it as it is. A dictator going 
after their political opponents using 
the states police forces. As president of  
the United States Trump was privy to 
all sorts of  classified documentation. 
After all he was President and almost 
every former one took some for their 
libraries, Joe Biden had them for 20 
years. He wasn’t even allowed to have 
them as senator. He claims he didn’t 
know he had them. What a crock! If  
you had boxes of  them in your garage 
for 20 years you would know when 
you went to get in your car. So, Trump 
gets charged by Bidens DOJ and Biden 
gets nothing. In fact, the special coun-
sel investigating Biden says he broke 
the law, but is mentally incompetent 
to stand trial! So, the Garland appoint-
ed special counsel is saying President 
Biden is a to mentally incompetent to 
stand trial.!  The truth and facts matter! 
Alzheimer’s inflicted Biden is mentally 
incapable of  being president, and now 
it’s proven by the DOJ.

Facts matter! In three years under 
Biden, we have wars, inflation, 
increased crime, and hordes of  illegals 
invading our country. These invaders 
are from China, Afghanistan, Palestine, 
and other countries hostile to the US. If  
were ever in a conflict, these countries 
effectively have a fifth column to riot and 
disrupt our country. The Progressive 
Dems here in Massachusetts are trying 
to gut your Second Amendments rights 
so you cannot defend your country or 
family.  The only solution is to bring 
back honesty and truth in 2024. A man 
who cares more about US citizens than 
illegals. A man who has the mental 
capacity to be a competent leader.  A 
man that projects strength and vitality 
to our friends and enemies alike! Vote 
Trump in 2024 and put Joe in the nurs-
ing home he belongs in!

                                                                                                                                   
Spencer
                                                                                                                                   

Mark Robillard
Spencer

Facts matter!

There was 
limited ice 
fishing on 
dangerous ice 
c o n d i t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the valley this 
past weekend, 
but conditions 
were much bet-
ter north and 
west of  the valley! A couple of  
members fishing the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club this past week-
end, had a great time catching 
and releasing some impressive 
rainbow and brook trout.   

Mass. Fish & Wildlife is busy 
repairing trucks for the upcom-
ing stocking of  trout this 
spring, as  anglers are already 
fishing open water in the valley 
and on the Cape.  This week’s 
picture shows the success 
some are having on open water 
using  spinning  gear.  This 
week’s picture shows a big 
brown trout caught locally last 

week and weighed 
in at Jerry’s Bait 
& Tackle.  

Black bear dens 
are being visited 
by Mass Fish & 
Wildlife person-
nel to check on 
the bears’ winter 
survival, and suc-
cessful newborns. 

The Bald Eagle population is 
rapidly growing in Mass., with 
new nests  being built annu-
ally.  Their breeding season is 
only a month away!  Sightings 
of  this majestic bird are almost 
a weekly occurrence, in the val-
ley area.  

Public hearings on the salt-
water recreational fishing 
regulations are being held 
soon.  Unfortunately, most 
anglers were disappointed 
after leaving the hearings in 
the past, with no changes to 
their recommendations.  It is 
a waste of  time!  More cuts to 

recreational saltwater fishing 
limits and sizes are expected 
again this year, in both Mass. 
& Rhode Island.  The public 
hearings have  become just a 
formality.  

The Springfield Sportsmen’s 
show is scheduled to open 
this week, Feb. 23-25. It is a 
great  way to enjoy a day with 
friends, before the spring fish-
ing begins on both fresh & salt-
water. 

The New England Saltwater 
Fishing Show will open their 
doors at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center on March 
8-10.  If  you fish saltwater, you 
need to attend this great show. 

Rod & Gun Club renewals at 
many local clubs are now being 
held!  Don’t  lose  your member-
ship.  There is a deadline for 
renewing your membership at 
most clubs in the valley.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

Fish & Wildlife prepares for spring trout stocking

Courtesy

A four-and-three-quarter-pound Brown Trout caught last week at a 
local pond in Mass. by Justin, on rod & reel.   

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Latest antiques and collectibles news

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308
GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

CLOSED FOR VACATION FEBRUARY 19 THROUGH 29 
REOPEN MARCH 1

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 3/31/24

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

We will be closed for vacation  
Wednesday February 21st -  

Tuesday February 27th.  
We will reopen Wednesday 28th at 8am

The function room is now open! 

BAKED SEAFOOD TRIO 
(Haddock, Scallops, Stuffed Shrimp)Come on in for a 

delicious meal! 
Don’t forget…

TAKEOUT is available!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 

Hours Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

Easter
Sunday, March 31, 2024

Easter is a great time to get together with family or friends 
and enjoy a scrumptiousfeast, and what better place to 

spend it than here at Salem Cross Inn! 
Tables fill up quickly so please make your reservations early.  

Our Dining Room is open from 11:30 to 3:00  
Our Easter Menu can be found 

on our website salemcrossinn.com

Please call to reserve 
508-867-2345

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Starting all over again 
often feels like carrying 
the weight of  an end-
ing. It’s challenging to 
move forward when your 
thoughts are tethered to 
the past, making each step 
into the unknown feel 
heavier with the memo-
ries and efforts that once 
defined your path.

These moments, usu-
ally fraught with dread 
and disbelief, carry the 
essence of  beginning 
from square one and feel-
ing like less than zero. It’s 
hard to see that the seeds 
required to embrace a 
new start are sown within 
these moments of  defeat.

Consider the story of  
a love that once felt like 
destiny. Two souls inter-
twined, embarking on a 
journey that seemed cer-
tain to withstand the test 
of  time. But as the chap-
ters unfolded, the narra-
tive shifted, leaving one 
in despair and forced to 

enter the dating world 
again.

 It reminds me of  a 
quote by J.K. Rowling: 
“Rock bottom became the 
solid foundation on which 
I rebuilt my life.”

Picture the entrepre-
neur who charted a path 
from a local franchisee 
to a high-flying executive 
at the national headquar-
ters. This journey, marked 
by first-class travels and 
the trappings of  success, 
comes to an abrupt halt 
with a dismissal that cuts 
deep. The aftermath was a 
maelstrom of  emotions—
anger, sadness, anxiety—
confronting the harsh 
reality of  sustaining a 
lifestyle without the secu-
rity of  a steady income 
and facing an unwelcome 
choice between giving up 
or reinvention.

C.S. Lewis: “You are 
never too old to set anoth-
er goal or to dream a new 
dream.”

Imagine the diligent 
student whose academic 
endeavors were fueled by 
the promise of  a fulfilling 
career. Years of  sacrifice 
and sleepless nights cul-
minate in achieving a cov-
eted degree, only to dis-
cover the chosen path is 
filled with dissatisfaction 
and the realization that 
one’s true calling lies else-
where. It is a terrifying 
dilemma.

F. Scott Fitzgerald 
said, “It’s never too late 
to become who you want 
to be. I hope you live a 
life that you’re proud of, 
and if  you find that you’re 
not, I hope you have the 
strength to start over.” 

Consider the journey 
of  an artist whose every 
performance was a testa-
ment to a life dedicated 
to the craft. Creating art 
that resonated with audi-
ences far and wide. Yet, 
the unpredictability of  
the business, the constant 

rejection, and the fleeting 
nature of  fame began to 
erode the joy once found 
in the spotlight.

The emotional toll of  
years spent chasing the 
next opportunity left 
our artist feeling disillu-
sioned. The passion that 
once fueled late-night 
rehearsals had dimmed, 
leaving behind a yearn-
ing for something more, 
something different. The 
decision to stay where it 
feels comfortable or to 
start all over doing some-
thing new is paralyzing. 

“Fall forward. Every 
failed experiment is one 
step closer to success. 
You’ve got to take risks.” 
— Denzel Washington.

Life, in all its uncer-
tainty, shows us that the 
comfort of  security isn’t 
truly secure. The tales of  
love lost, career dissat-
isfaction, and the quest 
for reinvention are chap-

ters in a story familiar to 
many of  us. These narra-
tives underscore the uni-
versal journey of  starting 
anew.

No doubt you’ve been 
in similar situations, with 
no other option than to 
choose a relentless pur-
suit of  a new beginning. 
Trudging forward after a 
significant setback. It’s an 
awful feeling, but what’s 
the alternative? Become 
bitter and resentful? No 
thanks. 

Human beings may 
crave security, yet the 
truth is that everything 
carries a risk. 

As Jim Rohn eloquently 
said, “Everything in life 
is risky; I’ll tell you how 
risky life is... you’re not 
going to get out of  life 
alive.”

This acknowledgment 
can help us to face the 
unknown with an open 
mind. Your mindset can 
significantly influence 

w h e t h e r 
the journey 
ahead leads 
to a positive 
transforma-
tion or becomes a hurdle 
too challenging to over-
come.

Starting over again 
presents a unique chance 
to reevaluate our mental 
patterns and expectations, 
setting the stage for a shift 
that can either uplift or 
challenge us, depending 
on our perspective. 

Within the realm of  
uncertainty, we uncover 
something truly extraor-
dinary: the power to 
reshape our destiny. Here 
lies the potential for 
reinvention, for altering 
our paths, and for recon-
structing our lives from 
the ground up. Learn to 
embrace your new begin-
nings and unlock the 
promise of  tomorrow.

Nothing brightens up 
the cold, white, winter 
landscape like the annu-
al arrival of  early spring 
buds. From crocuses to 
lilacs, nostalgic perenni-
als are the staple of  New 
England gardens. Plentiful 
and easy to grow, this 
week’s column will spot-
light a few common flowers 
that usher in the arrival of  
spring each year, 

**
Crocus (The little prin-

cess of  the garden): Crocus 
has a long heritage in 
New England, as the 
favored flower is among 
the first to b brought to 
North America by settlers.  
Popping up in gardens in 
mid-March, the sight of  
crocus bulbs are cause 
for celebration by winter 
weary Easteners.   In fact, 
the crocus has been known 
to bloom while snow is 
still on the ground, offer-
ing a visual promise of  the 
upcoming season.

The humble flowers, 
boasting an array of  hues 
from pale yellow to deep 
purple, open their cup 
shaped blooms fully only 
on sunny days. Perhaps 
the popularity of  the hum-
ble flower is attributed 
to its easy going nature.  
Requiring only a light alka-
line soil and plenty of  sun-
light, and it will reward 
the eye with many colorful, 
low growing flowers that 
multiply each spring.

**
C r o c u s  i n 

Mythology:  The crocus 
famously appears in a 
legendary Greek tragedy 
of  Crocus (Krocos) and 
Smilax.   According to the 

legend a young mortal 
named Crocus headed into 
the Athens forest in pur-
suit of  the nymph Smilax.  
Catching her attention, 
Smilax is smitten but only 
briefly, by the handsome 
Crocus.  Soon she becomes 
bored and spawns his 
amorous advances.   When 
crocus persists in pursu-
ing the beauty against her 
wishes, the gods trans-
forms him into a saffron 
Crocus flower, its orange 
stigmas symbolizing his 
undying passion for her.

**
Planting Crocus:  Spring 

crocus bulbs are best plant-
ed in the fall when the soil 
is below 60 degrees, but 
well before the first hard 
frost.  Plant pointy side up 
about four inches apart.  
For the best visual affect 
plant in clumps of  about 
a dozen bulbs.  Water well 
and cover with a few inch-
es of  mulch for cold weath-
er insulation.  Since moles 
and mice are also attracted 
to crocus, those who have 
such pests in the garden 
are advised to plant in 
buried wire cages or other 
devices designed to repel 
the hungry critters.  

 **
Daffy Delights: Daffodils’ 

sunny yellow flowers make 
this perennial a delightful 

and most welcoming sign 
of  spring.    The hearty 
bulbs have been known 
to survive in the ground 
for well over a century, 
offering decades of  flow-
ing blooms. There are 
more than 27,000 cultivat-
ed varieties of  daffodils, 
so it’s no wonder the daf-
fodil is one of  the most 
popular spring flowers!
  Mythology and 

History:  The botanical 
name for the daffodil is 
“Narcissus,” which is 
named after the youth in 
Greek mythology who fell 
in love with his own reflec-
tion in a pool of  water.  The 
bending flowers represent 
Narcissus looking into the 
water; it is said that when 
he died in that position, a 
daffodil grew.

Daffodils have a rich 
history beyond the mythol-
ogy.    The Romans were 
known to have planted nar-
cissus in memory of  those 
fallen in battle.    Daffodils 
were eventually trans-
ported to England by the 
Romans who hailed the 
flowers’ healing proper-
ties.  Early settlers brought 
the precious daffodil bulbs 
with them to America as 
a reminder of  their home-
land. 

Today, Daffodils rep-
resent new beginnings, 
rebirth and joy.    In China, 
the daffodil symbolizes 
good fortune.

 **
Planting Daffodils: Plant 

bulbs in the fall two to 
three weeks before the 
ground freezes for spring 
blooms.    Bulbs need prop-
er drainage; therefore, the 
bulbs require a large hole 

and loosened soil; plant 
pointy side up about six 
inches deep.  Bulbs should 
be thoroughly watered at 
the time of  planting and 
again in the spring when 
they begin to grow.    Most 
gardeners agree planting 
daffodils in clumps of  five 
or more creates a most 
pleasing garden landscape.  

  Note: Nothing adds a 
ray of  sunshine to your 
indoor space better than a 
pot of  miniature daffodils. 
The bright, yellow blooms 
are perfect for the desk-
top, whether you’re in a 
spacious home office or a 
crowded cubicle.    At just 
a few dollars per pot, they 
are an inexpensive pick me 
up that keeps on giving. 
After the blossoms wilt, the 
bulbs can be replanted in 
the ground to rebloom out-
side for years to come! 

**
Lovely Lilacs 

Fragrant clusters of  lilacs 
adorned colonial yards and 
gardens of  early America.  
Lilacs were grown both 
for their beauty and their 
medicinal properties.   In 
fact, in the late 18th centu-
ry, both Thomas Jefferson 
and George Washington 
wrote about their lilac 
plants.   The species is so 
hardy that early lilac bush-
es, in a testament of  surviv-
al, have continued to thrive 
in colonial homesteads, 
long after the homes were 
abandoned or destroyed.  
Lilacs have been known to 
survive hundreds of  years, 
making them a true heir-
loom flower. The Governor 
Wentworth Estate in 
Portsmouth, NH boasts 
the oldest surviving lilac 

bushes, said to have been 
planted circa 1750.   While 
there are many strains of  
the flower, the most nos-
talgic is the common lav-
ender hued lilac (Syringa 
Vulgaris), which was 
brought to America in the 
mid 1700s from eastern 
Europe.  

**
  Lilac Legends:  Legend 

has it lilac drives away 
evil wherever it is planted 
or strewn. It is said that 
lilac bushes were planted 
on the homestead by colo-
nists in an effort to protect 
the inhabitants from bad 
forces.

Immigrants from Europe 
brought tales of  lilac folk-
lore from the “old country” 
to America, including the 
belief  that finding a white 
lilac blossom with five pet-
als is a sign good fortune 
would follow.   Meanwhile, 
in certain sections of  
England it was considered 
bad luck to bring blooming 
Lilacs into the house and 
all white Lilacs were espe-
cially banned from display 
inside the home.

* * 
Growing Lilacs  
New England is the per-
fect climate to grow 
lilacs, as it is very cold 
hardy, requiring a frost 
to prompt bud blooming.   
For optimum blooms, a 
lilac bush should be plant-
ed in areas that receive full 
sun (at least six hours per 
day).   Lilacs like a slightly 
alkaline soil. Spread roots 
out vertically and cover 
with topsoil.   A newly 
planted lilac bush should 
be kept well watered.  Add 
a loose mulch above the 

roots to help with water 
absorption.   Keep in mind 
different varieties of  lilacs 
bloom at different times.   
When lilac flowers have fin-
ished blooming, prune the 
dead flowers back to just 
above where new buds are 
forming.   Be prudent with 
pruning, as over cutting 
can result in a decrease of  
blooms next year.

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two 
at the renown restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in his-
toric Sturbridge.    Because 
I’m in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m count-
ing on you readers out 
there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that has 
worked for you?    Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?    If  so, why not 
share them with readers 
of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?    Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

A Peek into Flowering Signs of Spring

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Starting over
TOBY

MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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February means

PRICINGPRICING
on windows & doors  

for EVERYONE!1

Offer expires  
February 29!

SAVE 10% SAVE 10% 

every window1 every patio door & entry door1

NO Money Down  NO Monthly Payments  NO Interest for 1 YEAR1

on all windows 
and doors  

with Renewal by Andersen’s Employee Discount!1

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

In addition to

We’re so confident in our exclusive 

products, process, and people, we offer 

the Nation’s Best Warranty coverage.† 

With us, you don’t need to purchase an 

over-priced extended warranty on your 

windows, doors or installation.

 For your peace of mind, we hand-select 

the finest craftsmen in the industry as 

our Certified Master Installers. They’ll 

often install your windows and doors 

within one day – so you’ll experience 

minimal disruption! 

Get an exact price quote that’s 

good for a year from one of 

our Design Consultants. Your 

free appointment is full of 

helpful information you won’t 

find online!

1-800-209-2746Call for your  
FREE Window and 

Door Diagnosis.

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/29/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Get 10% off your entire purchase when you purchase four (4) or more 
windows or entry/patio doors between 1/28/2024 and 2/29/2024. Additional $300 off 
each window and $600 off each entry/patio door and 12 months no money down, 
no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or  
entry/patio doors between 1/28/2024 and 2/29/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest 
is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount 
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered 
financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, 
or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. 
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See 
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 
“ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. †It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all 
of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, 
installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for 
exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit 
renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other 
marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

$500 OFF$500 OFF

$250 OFF$250 OFF

$600 OFF$600 OFF

$300 OFF$300 OFF

SAVE 10%SAVE 10%
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$250 OFF$250 OFF

$600 OFF$600 OFF
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SAVE 10%SAVE 10%
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SAVE 10%SAVE 10%

PRICINGPRICING
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
6:02 a.m.: arrest warrant service (Upton 

Street), transported to hospital; 8:37 
a.m.: animal complaint (Auburn Street), 
referred; 10:41 a.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), transported to hospital; 11:25 
a.m.: suspicious person (Hyland Avenue), 
unfounded; 11:56 a.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 12:48 p.m.: investi-
gation (Main Street), report taken; 1:04 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:35 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Spencer), transported; 1:36 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 1:52 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/suspended 
registration, criminal application issued; 
2:16 p.m.: ambulance (Woodland Road), 
assisted; 3:20 p.m.: ambulance (Woodland 
Road), transported; 4:59 p.m.: assist other 
PD (Ingram Road), services rendered; 5:00 
p.m.: ambulance (Paxton Road, Spencer), 
transported; 5:06 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
criminal application issued.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
12:29 a.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 

Street), spoken to; 12:45 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 1:05 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:16 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 5:02 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 7:13 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 9:16 a.m.: 
debris in road (Auburn Street), services 
rendered; 9:27 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:15 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Salminen Drive), served; 
2:53 p.m.: ambulance (Victoria Drive), 
transported; 4:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 4:08 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 5:57 p.m.: 
residential alarm (Chesnar Drive), false 
alarm; 6:51 p.m.: welfare check (River 
Street), investigated; 7:17 p.m.: harass-
ment (McCarthy Avenue), report taken; 
10:10 p.m.: disturbance (Soojians Drive), 
spoken to; 11:59 p.m.: mv stop (Sargent 
Street), name and address redacted from 
police log, unlicensed operation, crimi-
nal application issued.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
12:52 a.m.: disturbance (Town Beach 

Road), call canceled; 2:02 a.m.: ambulance 
(Paxton Street), transported; 10:50 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
10:56 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 11:15 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 11:25 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 11:35 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:39 a.m.: animal complaint (Young 
Street), referred; 12:50 p.m.: assist citi-
zen (Watson Street); 1:42 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 2:04 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 3:52 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), William A. Soucy Junior, 34, 3 
Broadmeadow Avenue, Millbury, op w/
suspended license, possession Class B 
drug, arrest; 5:14 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Burncoat Street), services rendered.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
12:31 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, unlicensed operation, carrying a 
dangerous weapon, criminal application 
issued; 1:16 a.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), unable to locate; 2:31 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warning; 
2:47 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), verbal warning; 9:15 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), verbal warning; 
10:00 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:14 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
10;34 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:40 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted from 
police log, uninsured mv, unregistered 
mv, no inspection sticker, criminal appli-
cation issued; 11:27 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 11:38 a.m.: mv 
stop (Auburn Street), spoken to; 11:50 
a.m.: arrest warrant service (Bottomly 
Avenue), Sonia E. Crespo, 46, 1 Bottomly 
Avenue, #1R, Cherry Valley, intoxicated 
licensee carrying a firearm, arrest; 12:06 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, Spencer), 
transported; 12:45 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 12:56 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Main Street), resolved; 1:13 
p.m.: neighbor dispute (Lake Avenue), 
services rendered; 1:55 p.m.: accident 
(Rawson Street), report taken; 2:18 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), criminal applica-

tion issued; 2:51 p.m.: accident (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted from 
police log, unlicensed operation, crimi-
nal application issued, juvenile arrest; 
3:33 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 5:24 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), spoken to; 6:23 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Winslow Avenue), inves-
tigated; 9:42 p.m.: suspicious mv (Chapel 
Street), resolved; 10:42 p.m.: ambulance 
(West Street), transported.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12
12:14 a.m.: ambulance (Pearl Street, 

Spencer), transported; 12:15 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Chesnar Drive), investigated; 
1:33 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 6:55 a.m.: accident (Main Street), 
report taken; 7:29 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), verbal warning; 7:34 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), Hector Vladimir 
Salazar Trigueros, 29, 155 River Street, 
#02453, Waltham, unlicensed opera-
tion, speeding, arrest; 8:24 a.m.: threats 
(Main Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, possession Class E 
drug/2 counts; threatening to commit a 
crime, criminal application issued; 8:38 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 10:03 a.m.: mv 
stop (Lake Avenue), spoken to; 10:36 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
10:44 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), cita-
tion issued; 11:11 a.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 11:22 a.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), spoken 
to; 11:32 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 12:15 p.m.: investiga-
tion (South Main Street), report taken; 
12:21 p.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 1:41 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 1:46 
p.m.: investigation (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:55 p.m.: assist citizen (Henshaw 
Street); 2:08 p.m.: mv stop (Whittemore 
Street), verbal warning; 2:19 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Main Street), report taken; 2:37 
p.m.: ambulance (Beech Street), trans-
ported; 2:43 p.m.: disturbance (Laflash 
Lane), transported; 3:53 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 4:12 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 4:43 
p.m.: restraining order service (Baldwin 
Street), unable to serve; 6:30 p.m.: lock-
out (South Main Street), services ren-
dered; 6:31 p.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 7:13 p.m.: residential alarm 
(Stafford Street), false alarm; 9:09 p.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 9:16 
p.m.: ambulance (Charlton Street), 
transported; 10:41 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), inves-
tigated; 11:02 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 11:52 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
12:03 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 12:27 a.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), citation issued; 12:39 a.m.: mv 
stop (Marshall Street), citation issued; 
12:43 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; 1:10 a.m.: welfare check 
(Chesnar Drive), investigated; 3:35 a.m.: 
family problem (Dale Court), report 
taken; 4:05 a.m.: ambulance (Dale Court), 
transported; 4:49 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 7:46 a.m.: fraud 
(Dale Street), report taken; 10:44 a.m.: 
hit/run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 12:00 p.m.: investigation (Dale 
Street), report taken; 1:22 p.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Pleasant Street), resolved; 1:51 
p.m.: debris in road (Marshall Street), 
referred; 6:58 p.m.: ambulance (Charles 
Street), transported; 7:42 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
12:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 1:54 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 2:08 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
3:24 a.m.: assist citizen (South Main 
Street); 9:24 a.m.: ambulance (Stafford 
Street, Worcester), transported; 1:27 
p.m.: restraining order service (Green 
Street), served; 3:09 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transported; 
4:04 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 4:09 p.m.: welfare 
check (Virginia Drive), services ren-
dered; 4:30 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main 
Street), mv towed; 9:51 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Rochedale Park), resolved; 11:00 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Main Street); 11:42 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued.

# # #

Spencer Police Log
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
8:21 a.m.: fire/woods/grass (Main 

Street), resolved; 10:25 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Wall Street), req. welfare check; 10:41 
a.m.: trespassing (Main Street), no tres-
pass order violation; 11:41 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Chestnut Street), sick rac-
coon; 12:23 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Ash 
Street), resolved; 12:43 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Prospect Street); 1:26 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 2:19 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), call re: 
sister; 3:21 p.m.: officer wanted (Duggan 
Street), req. escort/retrieve belongings; 
4:02 p.m.: 911 call (Northwest Road), 
misdial; 5:43 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 5:48 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Main Street), investigated; 
5:51 p.m.: officer wanted (Bay Path Road), 
req. welfare check; 7:39 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Southbridge PD bolo; 
9:21 p.m.: building checked, secure; 10:29 
p.m.: medical/general (Smithville Road); 
11:22 p.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), info rec’d; (total daily mv 
stops – 8).

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8   
12:03 a.m.: medical/general (Pearl 

Street); 2:12-2:44 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 3:07 a.m.: medical/general (Pond 
Street); 7:21 a.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 8:48 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Crown Street); 9:17 a.m.: medical/
general (Ash Street); 9:20 a.m.: illegal 
dumping (Thompson Pond Road), rep. 
items side of  road; 10:15 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Laliberte Lane), loose dog; 
11:33 a.m.: larceny (Smithville Road), 
report taken; 11:48 a.m.: medical/general 
(Pearl Street); 12:21 p.m.: medical/general 
(Condon Drive); 12:50 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Main Street), rep. panhandler; 
1:36 p.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 1:59 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 2:11 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), rep. being followed; 
2:23 p.m.: officer wanted (Clark Road), 
req. welfare check; 2:43 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Howe Road), resolved; 4:18 p.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 4:29 p.m.: van-
dalism (Donnelly Road), rep. vandalism 
to cell tower; 4:55 p.m.: medical/general 
(Paxton Road); 5:02 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Bixby Road), rep. threats; 5:15 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Ash Street), concerned 
re: mother; 5:32 p.m.: medical/general 
(West Avenue); 6:29 p.m.: arrest warrant 
service (Wall Street), Jared M. Perron, 44, 
homeless, Spencer, warrant, trespassing, 
arrest; 6:40 p.m.: mv complaint (Maple 
Street), erratic operator; 8:07 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Howe Village), req. welfare 
check; 10:03 p.m.: officer wanted (Wall 
Street), req. welfare check; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9     
12:31 a.m.: arrest warrant ser-

vice (Bixby Road), Janet LaJoie, 38, 
25 Belmont Street, Southbridge, dis-
turbing the peace, disorderly conduct, 
arrest; Yanexis Smith, 29, 19 Bixby Road, 
Spencer, warrant, arrest; Zenon Rosa, 
35, 10 Everett Gaylord Block, Worcester, 
warrant, arrest; 9:30 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Northwest Road); 10:47 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), assist other agency; 
12:12 p.m.: officer wanted (Valley Street), 
re: mv sale; 12:45 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Browning Pond Road); 12:48 p.m.: 
counterfeiting (West Main Street), rec’d 
counterfeit $100 bill; 12:58 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 1:09 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Spring Street); 
3:06 p.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 3:15 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Smithville Road); 3:49 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), assist 
Worcester PD; 4:03 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Bixby Road); 5:00 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Howe Road), kids on ice; 
5:41 p.m.: animal complaint (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive), barking dog; 6:26 p.m.: medical/
general (Borkum Road); 8:23 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Bixby Road), welfare check; 8:50 
p.m.: mv lockout (Chestnut Street), assist-
ed; (total daily mv stops – 6).

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
12:25-2:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:43 a.m.: officer wanted (Valley 
Street), issue w/neighors; 2:20-2:44 a.m.: 
parking violations/3 (Mechanic, Church, 
Valley streets), tickets issued; 3:33 a.m.: 
medical/general (Charlton Road); 4:08 
a.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:30 a.m.: disabled mv 
(North Spencer Road), services rendered; 
11:44 a.m.: animal complaint (Charlton 
Road), loose dog; 1:00 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 1:23 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 1:54 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), c/o speed-
ing; 2:04 p.m.: accident (Mechanic Street), 

report taken; 3:10 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), open line; 3:39 p.m.: fire 
(Lincoln Street), referred; 5:37 p.m.: fire 
(Lyford Road), referred; 6:42 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), low-hanging 
wires; 6:47 p.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), 
req. welfare check; 9:32 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 10:10 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Mechanic Street); (total daily mv 
stops – 2).

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
12:01-1:03 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:48 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), re: assault/North Brookfield; 3:00-
3:09 a.m.: parking violations/2 (Mechanic, 
Church streets), tickets issued; 3:36 a.m.: 
medical/general (Smithville Road); 3:53 
a.m.: building checked, secure; 7:36 a.m.: 
residential alarm (Cooney Road), ser-
vices rendered; 8:32 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Pleasant Street), re: mv in accident; 
9:08 a.m.: disturbance (Cherry Street), 
re: neighbors drilling; 10:27 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Paxton Road), c/o construc-
tion work in area; 11:38 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 11:41 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Smithville Road), re: restrain-
ing order; 11:42 a.m.: medical/general 
(Bixby Road); 12:01 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 12:06 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), spoken to; 12:06 p.m.: 
911 call (Church Street), open line/hang-
up; 12:24 p.m.: 911 call (Dustin Street), 
open line/hang-up; 3:31 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), erratic operator; 
4:10 p.m.: elderly matter (Duggan Street), 
in need of  services; 5:03 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), services rendered; 5:32 
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
7:18 p.m.: animal complaint (Charlton 
Road), loose dog; 10:04 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Pleasant View Road), barking 
dogs; 10:20 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. info; 11:37 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Candlewood Drive); (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5
12:08-2:00 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:08 a.m.: medical/general (Pearl 
Street); 1:31 a.m.: parking violation (Main 
Street), ticket issued; 2:28-2:43 a.m.: park-
ing violations/2 (Brown, Sullivan streets), 
tickets issued; 5:04 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 5:31 a.m.: 
disturbance (Cherry Street), Kenneth J. 
Chiapulis Junior, 53, 19 Cherry Street, 
Spencer, disorderly conduct, disturbing 
the peace, arrest; 7:00 a.m.: disabled mv 
(Main Streett), assisted; 10:38 a.m.: acci-
dent (West Main Street), report taken; 
11:24 a.m.: harassment prevention order 
service (Bixby Road); 12:14 p.m.: mutu-
al aid (Wesst Main Street), assist State 
Police; 1:15 p.m.: 911 call (Ash Street), 
accidental; 1:39 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (Collier Circle), investigated; 1:54 
p.m.: medical/general (Pearl Street); 3:43 
p.m.: officer wanted (Valley Street), req. 
welfare check; 4:25 p.m.: officer want-
ed (North Spencer Road), re: erratic 
operator; 4:26 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), noise complaint; 4:50 p.m.: 
DPW call (Elm Street), re: leaning utility 
pole; 5:11 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 5:16 p.m.: officer wanted (North 
Spencer Road), pkg. tampered with; 5:24 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
5:33 p.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 5:39 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Smithville Road), stray cat; 8:01 p.m.: 
hit/run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 8:31 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. welfare check; 9:18 
p.m.: intelligence/drugs (Valley Street), 
info rec’d; 9:36 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Grove Street), investigated; (total daily 
mv stops – 1).

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
12:48-1:47 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:54 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 4:14 a.m.: building checked, 
secure; 4:42 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 7:18 a.m.: commercial 
alarm (Main Street), services rendered; 
10:46 a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), 
Leicester PD bolo; 11:47 a.m.: disabled 
mv (Prospect Street); assisted; 12:14 p.m.: 
citizen complaint (Mechanic Street), 
neighbor blowing snow into road; 1:05 
p.m.: disabled mv (Chickering Road), ser-
vices rendered; 1:35 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mercury Drive), spoken to; 6:45 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), erratic oper-
ator; 7:50 p.m.: medical/general (Bixby 
Road); 8:04 p.m.: parking complaint (Pearl 
Street), van parked in road; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

# # #

Self Pick-uP or 
call To Schedule  

Your deliverY TodaY! 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Concrete Sand  
• Title V Sand • Chicken Coop Sand  
• Silt • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel  

• Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete  
• Cold Patch 

• Screened Loam stored in building
• Landscaping Stone

WINTER IS HERE!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

$54999 $54999

STILL GOING ON!

Bill’s Daily Deals!

$289.99

POLICE REPORTS
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Town of North Brookfield 
Notice of Public Hearing

The North Brookfield Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at 6:15PM 
at the Senior Center, 29 Forest St., 
North Brookfield, MA. Public opinion 
will be received regarding two pro-
posed corrections for Zoning Map and 
two amendments to the Zoning Bylaws 
regarding fences and detached acces-
sory dwelling units. Fences will amend 
Section VI. General Regulations by 
adding a new subsection K. Detached 
accessory dwelling units will amend 
Section IV. Use Regulations by adding 
subsection A.2.t.  A definition for an 
accessory dwelling unit is also pro-
posed. Any person interested in being 
heard or seeking information should 
appear at the above stated hearing. 
A copy of the proposals are on file in 
the office of the Town Clerk, 215 North 
Main St., No. Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair 
February 23, 2024
March 1, 2024

NOTICE OF TIER CLASSIFICATION
69 WEST MAIN STREET

SPENCER, MASSACHUSETTS
RTN 2-0022222

A release of oil and/or hazardous 
materials has occurred at this loca-
tion, which is a disposal site as 
defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and 
the Massachusetts Contingency Plan, 
310 CMR 40.0000. The site has been 
classified as TIER II pursuant to 310 
CMR 40.0500. On February 13, 
2024 the Town of Spencer filed a 
TIER II Classification Submittal with 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP). To obtain more 
information on this disposal site, please 
contact Todd Kirton, LSP of Tighe 
& Bond, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
413-572-3222. The Tier Classification 
Submittal and the disposal site file 
can be viewed at MassDEP web-
site using Release Tracking Number 
(RTN) 2-0022222 at http://public.dep.
state.ma.us/SearchableSites2/Search.
aspx or at MassDEP, Central Region, 
8 New Bond Street, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, 508-792-7650. 
Additional public involvement oppor-
tunities are available under 310 CMR 
40.1403(9) and 310 CMR 40.1404.
February 23, 2024

Town of Spencer
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, March 
12, 2024, in Conference Room A of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit– Applicant/Owner: 126 
OP LLC; Location: 126 Main Street, 
Spencer Assessor’s Map U07-01. 
The applicant is seeking a Special 
Permit under Sections 6.1.1 (Off Street 
Parking & Loading Requirements) of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to desig-
nate parking to an existing mixed use 
building, containing 12 dwelling units 
and one commercial unit . The property 
is in Town Center (TC) zoning district.
February 22, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
The Brookfield Board of Health is 
holding a Public Hearing at 6pm on 
Wednesday, February 28th  located 
in the Town Hall Banquet Room 
at 6 Central Street, Brookfield 
MA,    for the following proposed 
Local Upgrade Variances regarding 
a Title V septic absorption system 
(SAS) repair located at 12 Pleasant 
Street in Brookfield:    1)    310 CMR 

15.211(1) The proposed (SAS) does 
not meet the required setback from 
a property line.   10 feet required; 
5 feet provided.   N/F Wilcox and 2) 
310 CMR 15.211 (1) The proposed 
(SAS) does not meet the required 
setback from a property line.   10 
feet required; 5 feet provided.   N/F 
Landine
February 16, 2024
February 23, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 113 Northwest Road, 
Spencer, MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Alfred Magnone Jr. 
and Christine M. Magnone to Citizens 
Bank of Rhode Island, and now held 
by Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a RBS 
Citizens, N.A. s/b/m Citizens Bank 
of Rhode Island, said mortgage dated 
September 30, 2003 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
31882, Page 34, for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on March 28, 
2024 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, in the Town of Spencer, 
County of Worcester, on the westerly 
side of Northwest Road and shown 
as Lot 2 on a plan by BryLee Civil 
Engineering Company titled, “Plan 
of land in Spencer, Massachusetts, 
owned by Lucien L. Tetrault” recorded in 
the Worcester County District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 659, Plan 71 
and to which plan reference may be 
had for a more particular description. 
Subject to all restrictions, conditions, 
rights and easements as set forth in 
deed recorded in Book 17489, Page 078. 
 
Being the same premises as conveyed 
to the Mortgagor by deed recorded with 
Worcester County Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 17489, Page 078 and which 
premises is subject to a mortgage 
held by Bay Finance Company, Inc., 
dated November 22, 1995, record-
ed with Worcester County Registry 
of Deeds, in Book 17489, Page 081. 
And for consideration, Alfred Magnone, 
Jr., hereby release unto the mortgagee 
all rights of homestead and other inter-
est in the mortgaged premises and do 
hereby specifically release and dis-
charge unto the mortgagee all rights to 
homestead for themselves, their fam-
ily and their minor unmarried children 
acquired by virtue of a Declaration 
of Homestead dated November 24, 
1995, recorded with Worcester County 
Registry of Deeds, Book 17491, page 
026.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated November 22, 1995 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
17489, Page 78.
Said mortgage is subject to a cer-
tain mortgage given by  Alfred 
Mangone, Jr. and Christine M. 
Mangone to Bay Finance Company, 
Inc. dated 04/23/2003 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
29844, Page 364. Further assigned 
by Assignment of Mortgage from Bay 
Finance Company, Inc. to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
its successors and assigns, as nom-
inee for Countrywide Home Loans, 
Inc., its successors and assigns dated 
April 23, 2003 and recorded in the 

Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 29844, Page 
381, further assigned by Assignment 
of Mortgage from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., its suc-
cessors and assigns, as nominee for 
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., its 
successors and assigns to BAC Home 
Loans Servicing, LP dated June 29, 
2010 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 46002, Page 68, further 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
from Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. to 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC dated April 
2, 2013 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 51169, Page 128, further 
assigned by Corrective Assignment 
of Mortgage ***This Assignment 
is being recorded to correct and 
replace the Assignment recorded on 
07/08/2013 as Book/Page/Instrument# 
51169/128/2013/00082185 in the 
records of the Clerk of Worcester 
South County, MA to correct the 
assignor*** from Bank of America, 
N.A., successor by merger to BAC 
Home Loans Servicing L.P., F/K/A 
Countrywide Home Loans Servicing, 
LP to Nationstar Mortgage LLC dated 
February 13, 2017 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 57110, Page 
257, further assigned by Assignment 
of Mortgage from Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC to MTGLQ Investors, L.P. dated 
January 13, 2017 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 56971, Page 
63, further assigned by Assignment of 
Mortgage from MTGLQ Investors, L.P. 
to U.S. Bank Trust National Association 
as Trustee of the Tiki Series IV Trust 
dated November 18, 2020 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
64139, Page 285, further assigned 
by Assignment of Mortgage from U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association as 
Trustee of the Tiki Series IV Trust to 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association 
as Trustee of the Bungalow Series 
IV Trust dated March 26, 2021 and 
recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 64917, Page 180.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, 
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the sale by 
the purchaser.  The balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in cash, 
certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days 
after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a 
RBS Citizens, N.A. s/b/m Citizens 
Bank of Rhode Island
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
February 16, 2024
February 23, 2024
March 1, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W012P0500GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF  

PETITION TO EXPAND THE  
POWERS OF GUARDIAN

In the Interests of: 
Elaine E Vallee

of North Brookfield, MA
Incapacitated Person/Protected Per-

son 
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Dept Of Developmen-
tal Services of Worcester, MA in the 
above captioned matter requesting 
that the court: Expand the posers of a 
Guardian
The petition asks the court to make a 
determination that the powers of the 
Guardian and/or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, or limited since 
the time of the appointment. The origi-
nal petition is on file with the court.
You have the right to object to this pro-
ceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 03/05/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about
personal affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above~named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this
request on behalf of the above~named 
person. If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one may be ap-
pointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 02, 2024
StephFnie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
February 23, 2024

LEGALS

Keep your green 
thumb in shape this 
winter while getting 
a jump on the growing 
season by  starting your 
favorite or hard-to-find 
plants  indoors. It’s fun, 
simpler than you think, 
and can help stretch your 
plant budget.

Start with some clean 
containers that you pur-
chase, recycle, or make 
from newspapers. Be sure 
to add drainage holes to 
any repurposed yogurt 
or similar containers 
you are using for start-
ing seeds to avoid water-
logged soil. Always clean 
used pots by soaking 
them in a one-part bleach 
and nine-part water solu-
tion for ten minutes then 
rinse with clear water. 
This helps reduce the 
risk of  disease.

Fill the containers 
with a moist well-drained 
potting mix or a sterile 
seed starting mix. Once 
the containers are filled, 

check the back of  
your seed packets for 
planting directions. 
Most contain all the 
information you need 
for when and how to 
plant the seeds. Some 
seed companies now 
provide this informa-
tion on their website 
instead of  the seed 
packets.

Most seeds are plant-
ed about twice the seed 
diameter deep while 
smaller seeds are often 
set on the soil surface and 
gently watered in place. 
Once again, check the 
seed packet for the seeds 
you are growing. Plant 
two seeds per container 
just in case one of  the 
seeds fails to sprout. 

Once planted, move 
the containers to a warm 
location. Many garden-
ers use heating pads 
designed for germinat-
ing seeds to help speed 
sprouting. Covering the 
containers with a sheet 

of  plastic or one of  the 
prefab domes will help 
conserve moisture so you 
will need to water less 
often.

Check the soil mois-
ture daily and water 
often enough to keep the 
soil evenly moist but not 
soggy wet. Remove the 
plastic and move the con-
tainers to a sunny win-
dow or better yet, under 
artificial lights as soon as 
any green appears. 

Regularly rotate plants 
that are growing in 
sunny windows to pro-
mote more even growth. 
Adjust artificial lights as 

plants grow. Most seed-
lings benefit from keep-
ing the lights four to six 
inches above the top of  
the seedlings. Leave the 
lights on for 14 but no 
more than 16 hours a 
day. Using a timer is an 
easy way to make sure 
the plants receive the 
right amount of  light 
each day.
 
Once the seedlings 

develop two sets of  true 
leaves (these will look 
like the leaves of  the 
plants you are growing), 
it is time to do some thin-
ning. Remove the weak-
est seedling in each pot so 
only one strong seedling 
remains. Trimming the 
weaker seedlings back to 
ground level instead of  
pulling avoids damage to 
the remaining seedling. 

 
Once seedlings have 

been thinned and are 
actively growing, use a 
fertilizer labeled for this 

use. Continue to water 
thoroughly and often 
enough to keep the plant-
ing mix slightly moist but 
not soggy wet.

 
Check the weather and 

seed packet to determine 
when it is safe to move 
your plants outdoors. 
You’ll need to prepare 
them for their new home 
outdoors with a tech-
nique called hardening 
off. Start by moving the 
plants to a sheltered and 
shaded location after 
the danger of  frost has 
passed. Stop fertilizing, 
and check soil moisture 
daily but allow it to dry 
just slightly before water-
ing thoroughly.

 
Gradually increase 

the amount of  sunlight 
the plants receive each 
day. Cover or move them 
indoors when frost is in 
the forecast. Your trans-
plants are ready to move 
to their permanent loca-

tion after a week or two. 
 
Start gathering your 

supplies and seeds now. 
And before you know 
it, you will be enjoying 
the beautiful blooms and 
tasty vegetables you start-
ed from seed yourself. 
 
Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd 
Edition  and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

 

Starting plants from seeds indoors

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments
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Advertising 
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WORCESTER — A 
packed Kneller Center 
was rocking on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 18, as a pair 
of  Clark Tournament 
Large Schools semifi-
nals took place. Local 
teams from Tantasqua 
and Shepherd Hill took 
part, as the Warriors and 
Rams won a day before 
at Shepherd Hill in the 
quarterfinal round. In 
those first round games 
Tantasqua, seeded sixth, 
upset No. 3 Westborough 
(80-47), while the top 
ranked Rams got past No. 
8 Groton-Dunstable (59-
45).

At Clark, the Warriors 
played No. 7 Oakmont 
in the opener, while 
Shepherd Hill took on 
No. 4 Millbury in the 
nightcap.

Tantasqua 52, Oakmont 
30 — The Warriors 
weren’t able to score at 
such a high rate like they 
did against Westborough, 
but the team’s pressuring 
defense — which they say 

is their calling card — 
stood out again against 
the Spartans.

“Yesterday, we were 
playing on a little bit 
more of  a traditional 
high school basketball 
court, so our pressure 
was able to generate some 
offense for us. Today, our 
pressure didn’t generate 
offense, but it kept them 
on their heels,” explained 
Tantasqua head coach 
Scott Dion. “They play 
with a lot of  guards and 
spread the floor, they’re 
really good at drive-and-
kick, and I thought our 
pressure slowed them 
down, even on a larger 
floor. So, it was pretty 
impressive for our kids.”

The Warriors grabbed 
a 9-0 lead at the end of  
the first quarter, with 
Bryce Tessier being the 
biggest beneficiary of  the 
start. Tessier scored the 
game’s first seven points 
and pulled down three 
quick rebounds. Tessier 
ultimately finished with 
a game-high 15 points.

“I came in pretty fired 
up today. We wanted to 

get a big win today, and I 
kind of  felt like today was 
my day. I knew that they 
were a little undersized 
and it was kind of  my 
spot to get in there,” said 
Tessier before weigh-
ing in on the defense. 
“Our strong point is our 
defense and just being 
able to hold a team low, 
especially scoreless in 
the first quarter like that, 
raises energy to the offen-
sive side. It just revs the 
motor and gets us going 
on both ends of  the floor.”

Tantasqua took a 21-12 
lead into the halftime 
break and then won sec-
ond half  scoring by a 31-18 
count to win by 22 points. 
The Warriors’ rebound-
ing advantage was also 
monumental. The taller 
Tantasqua side won the 
battle of  the boards, 41-10.

“Bryce Tessier was 
awesome. Elijah Webb is 
a good shooter, but he’s 
also tall and they were 
trying to take away his 
outside shot and he got 
down there and really did 
well around the basket, 
as did Sam Pieczynski 
coming off  the bench, 

and Jack Rapose,” said 
Dion. “We made it a con-
scious effort to try to 
score around the basket, 
and it paid off.”

In addition to Tessier’s 
15 points, Pieczynski 
added 13 points, and 
Webb (10 rebounds) and 
Rapose both finished 
with 9 points.

Millbury 51, Shepherd 
Hill 48 — Whenever 
the Rams and Woolies 
have met in the recent 
past — last year’s Clark 
Tournament title game 
and this winter’s regular 
season matchup — it has 
gone down to the wire. 
The same can be said this 
time around, except the 
end result was different. 
Shepherd Hill won each 
of  the first two games, 
but Millbury exacted its 
revenge.

“You know going into 
it that it’s going to come 
down to the last posses-
sion,” said Mike Rapoza, 
head coach of  the Rams.

Aside from a 4-3 lead, 
Shepherd Hill was play-
ing catch up during the 
game. The Hill trailed 

after the first quarter, 
11-4, at the half, 19-14, and 
through three periods, 
32-25.

“I give our guys cred-
it because we could have 
folded. We didn’t. We 
played hard,” Rapoza 
said. “Starting slow in 
the first half  definitely 
cost us. Obviously you 
want a different result, 
we’d love to get a win, but 
I’m proud of  our guys.”

The Rams’ fourth 
quarter rally was nearly 
enough to win, as they 
trimmed the deficit down 
to a single point (42-41) 
following one free throw 
from Alex Lanpher, an 
offensive rebound from 
Reid Szela and a 3-pointer 
from Lucas Miglionico.

“Our guys battle every 
single game. That’s all we 
ask,” said Rapoza.

Miglionico led 
Shepherd Hill with 24 
points, including 12 in 
the fourth quarter.

“He gets up for these 
moments,” Rapoza said 
of  Miglionico. “He makes 
big plays when the team 
needs him to.”

Zachary Wennerberg 

(10 points) and Lanpher 
(9 points) were the other 
high scorers following 
Miglionico’s output.

Now in the game’s 
final seconds, Millbury’s 
Kenny Donnelly hit one 
free throw and, follow-
ing his missed second 
attempt, Miglionico 
grabbed the ball. After a 
few dribbles, he passed 
down the court to Luke 
Poirier. As Poirier was 
about to shoot a 3-pointer, 
the final buzzer sounded 
as the Woolies celebrated 
their victory.

“You’ve got to regroup. 
You’ve got to take lessons 
from tonight because 
hopefully we’re playing 
games like this the rest of  
the way and we’ve got to 
find a way to come out on 
the other side,” Rapoza 
said of  the Rams’ next 
endeavor in the Division 
2 State Tournament, 
as Millbury will tan-
gle with Tantasqua for 
the Clark Tournament 
Large Schools champion-
ship back at the Kneller 
Center on Friday, Feb. 23 
at 7:45 p.m.

STURBRIDGE — 
Positive regular season 
schedules closed for the 
Tantasqua and Shepherd 
Hill girls’ varsity basket-
ball teams on Thursday, 
Feb. 15, as the 13-4 
Warriors, the Southern 
Worcester County League 
A Division champions, 
hosted the 11-6 Rams, the 
Midland-Wachusett B 
Division winners.

Shepherd Hill Head 
Coach Maura Hackenson 
said before the game, 
“We have always had 
strong  games with 
(Tantasqua) and  assum-
ing this will be the 
same this year. Both 
teams have winning 
records  and we are look-
ing to move up the State 

Power Rankings.”
Hackenson recognized 

that their opponents have 
some tough, physical, 
experienced players, add-
ing, “We are playing well 
together  as a team. We 
have an even balance of  
guard and forward play 
and they do as well. We 
will hope to continue our 
style of  play this game. 
Our team is focused 
late in the season and 
everyone is improving. 
I couldn’t ask for much 
more.”

Andrew Haley, head 
coach of  Tantasqua, was 
looking forward to the 
matchup with the Rams. 
He said before the game, 
“Shepherd Hill are a 
good, well coached team 

who play a tough sched-
ule. This should be a fun 
game for both teams. I 
expect both teams to play 
their best.”

Halfway through 
the first quarter, this 
evenly paced game had 
Tantasqua ahead 9-7. 
Both teams traded bas-
kets while feeling out 
what their opponents 
were going to bring to the 
court. Tantasqua showed 
their intentions first, 
doubling their score, 
holding Shepherd Hill to 
just 2 additional points 
through the quarter. 
Tantasqua led 18-9 at the 
end of  the frame.

The Rams were not 
going quietly, they settled 
into the game, coming 
within one point, 20-19, 
after 4 minutes of  sec-
ond quarter play. The 
Warriors held their lead 
with aggressive defense, 
gaining control of  some 
miss-timed Ram pass-
es. The Hill kept within 

striking distance, but the 
Warriors held the lead 
going into halftime, 29-25.

The Rams put pressure 
on the Warriors with 
their full-court press, 
but Tantasqua found 
outlet passes quickly 
and capitalized on many 
fast breaks. Coming out 
of  the third quarter, the 
Warriors extended their 
lead, 39-27.

Tantasqua pulled 
ahead and never looked 
back, out-scoring 
Shepherd Hill 16-12 in the 
final 8 minutes of  play. 
Tantasqua took the reg-
ular season finale win, 
55-39.

Shepherd Hill went on 
to play in the Westborough 
Invitational Tournament, 
which Coach Hackenson 
and the Lady Rams were 
looking forward to taking 
part in.

“As for a tournament, 
this one has great com-
petition, it is well run 
and respected,” said 

Hackenson, adding, “It 
is our home away from 
home (as we have played 
there so much.) They 
have successful teams 
from all divisions in the 
state and we have to men-
tally prepare for competi-
tion we know and compe-
tition  we don’t face nor-
mally. This tournament 
prepares each team for 
the postseason, and we 
will face Westborough 
again in the first game.”

Playing the Rangers 
for the third time this 
season, the fourth seed-
ed Rams defeated No. 
5 Westborough in the 
rubber match, 57-55. 
Shepherd Hill was 
then slated to play No. 
1 Medway in the semi-
finals, after press time. 
Once the Rams finish up 
play in the Westborough 
Tournament, the Division 
2 State Tournament is up 
next.

Tantasqua went on 
to play in the Clark 

Tournament Large 
Schools bracket before 
participating  in 
the Division 3 State 
Tournament. Haley 
believes that the Clark 
Tournament is a good 
test for his team before 
going into States.

“Don’t worry about the 
seeding and just look for-
ward to the experience,” 
Haley told his players.

The top seeded 
Warriors defeated No. 
8 Oakmont in the first 
round of  the Clark on 
Saturday, Feb. 17, by a 
final of  33-17 at Grafton 
High. Tantasqua then 
played No. 4 Millbury in 
the semifinals at Clark 
University on Monday, 
Feb. 19. The Warriors 
were able to defeat the 
Woolies for the third 
time this season, this 
time by a final of  30-26. 
Tantasqua will take on 
No. 2 Northbridge in the 
Clark final on Saturday, 
Feb. 24 at 7:45 p.m.

SPORTS

Maya Gidopoulos looks up court as she works the breakaway 
for Tantasqua.

Tantasqua’s Sophie Webb works her way between two 
Shepherd Hill defenders.

Tantasqua’s Gabby Scanlon keeps her eyes on the hoop as she 
goes in for the layup.

Tantasqua tops Rams before both sides 
head to impressive tournaments

Tantasqua, Shepherd Hill headline late slate of Clark Tournament
Warriors take down Oakmont, while Rams fall short against Millbury

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Bryce Tessier works the ball into the paint on an 
Oakmont defender.

James Sciaraffa of Tantasqua keeps his eyes glued on 
Oakmont ball handler Sam Curtis.

Tantasqua’s Colm McGrath heads down the floor dribbling 
the ball while on the fast break.
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NORTHBRIDGE — 
It was Senior Night at 
Veterans Memorial Field 
House on Thursday, Feb. 
15, as the Northbridge 
girls’ varsity basketball 
team hosted Bay Path. 
The Rams’ five seniors — 
Delaney Mahoney, Macie 
Allen, Natalie Zborowski, 
Rachel Sawyer and Erika 
Dresp (10 points) — all 
started, all contribut-
ed, and junior Molly 
Gahan chipped in with 
a double-double (14 
points, 14 rebounds), as 
Northbridge topped the 
Minutemen, 36-25.

“On Senior Night, it 
was a true team effort,” 
said Jeff  Kozik, head 
coach of  the Rams.

Northbridge improved 
to 13-5 on the season, 
while Bay Path slipped 
to 14-4.

“Bay Path is a very 
tough team. They keep 
coming at you. I thought 
a couple times we were 
going to put some dis-
tance between us, and 
they just crawled back. 
There’s absolutely no 
quit in that team,” Kozik 
said of  the Minutemen. 
“That’s only their fourth 
loss of  the season, so 
that’s a very good team 
that doesn’t get the 
respect it deserves in the 
State ranking.

“For our girls, being 
able to mentally stick 
with it — it’s tough when 
you’re trying to put a 
team away and they keep 

coming back — so to be 
able to make timely bas-
kets and big defensive 
stops was huge,” Kozik 
continued.

Bay Path head coach 
Randy Schulman men-
tioned that it wasn’t the 
type of  game his team 
has been accustomed to 
playing as of  late.

“I just think we didn’t 
come out and play our 
game. We didn’t play as 
aggressive as we had all 
season. We had more 
turnovers than we usu-
ally do, and our defense 
usually leads to offense,” 
said Schulman. “We’ve 
been shooting well the 
last three or four games, 
but not tonight. I think we 
only made one 3 tonight.”

The Minutemen — who 

were paced by Annika 
Ferrantino’s 9-point, 
9-rebound effort — had 
little time to worry about 
the loss to the Rams, as 
Bay Path and Northbridge 
met again on Saturday, 
Feb. 17 in the first round 
of  the Clark Tournament 
Large Schools bracket at 
Grafton High before the 
tourney moved to Clark 
University for the semifi-
nal and final rounds.

“It will be a tough game 
on a neutral floor,” Kozik 
said of  the upcoming 
rematch. “We’ll watch 
the tape, I’ll cut it up and 
we’ll watch it as a team, 
and I don’t think either 
team will drastically 
change much, you just 
try to fine-tune, see where 
your mistakes were.”

“There’s a fine line of  
what you want to show 
and what you don’t want 
to show,” Schulman 
added of  the two games 
in three days situation. 
“I know we lost, but I’m 
encouraged with what 
we saw here tonight. It 
was a seven- to eight-
point game for most of  
the game. We closed it to 
25-20 and then we had one 
defensive lapse.”

With the score at the 
aforementioned 25-20 
just seconds before the 
third quarter conclud-
ed, Gahan gathered two 
offensive rebounds and 
made a post move for 
a bucket at the buzzer. 
Then, in the final period, 
Gahan again had a situ-
ation play out where she 
had two offensive boards 
and then made a basket. 
That time it made the 
score 32-25 in the Rams’ 
favor.

“We know that they’re a 

good team and they work 
around Molly,” Schulman 
said of  Gahan. “She got a 
lot of  put-backs and when 
she got the ball in the 
paint, she made us pay 
for it.”

Both coaches had pos-
itive thoughts about 
the Clark Tournament, 
which Northbridge took 
part in last season.

“That’s the goal, play 
at the Kneller Center,” 
Kozik said of  trying 
to defeat Bay Path and 
then make it to the Clark 
floor for the later rounds. 
“(Our girls) got to play 
two games there (last 
year), so I think it could 
be in our advantage.”

The Clark is a new 
experience for the 
Minutemen, as it is the 
girls’ debut in the tour-
nament, while the boys 
haven’t taken part in over 
30 years.

“Bay Path hasn’t been 
in the Clark since 1992, 

so we’re excited,” said 
Schulman. “The goal 
is hopefully to win one 
game so we can actually 
play at Clark.”

In their second match-
up, No. 2 Northbridge 
again defeated seventh 
seeded Bay Path, this 
time by a final score of  
44-39. The Rams then 
took on No. 3 Hudson at 
the Kneller Center on 
Monday, Feb. 19. There, 
Northbridge topped the 
Hawks, 36-28. The Rams 
will now play No. 1 
Tantasqua for the Clark 
title on Saturday, Feb. 24 
at 7:45 p.m.

The Minutemen then 
played Lunenburg in 
a consolation game on 
Monday, Feb. 19. They lost 
that contest, 49-45. Before 
the Division 2 State 
Tournament, Bay Path 
will host Lynn Voke in the 
State Vocational Large 
Schools Tournament on 
Friday, Feb. 23 at 5:30 p.m.

SPORTS
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CHARLTON — Just 
eight seconds into 
their contest with 
Narragansett, Peter 
Barbale of  the Bay Path 
boys’ varsity basketball 
team drained a 3-point-
er. And, after Joseph 
Denis hit a triple for the 
Warriors, Zack Moody 
and Dale Nussey followed 
Barbale’s lead with back-
to-back 3-pointers in a 
Central Mass. Athletic 
Directors Association 
(CMADA) non-playoff  
game played Friday, Feb. 
16.

The Minutemen never 
lost their lead from 
there, and they com-
bined for 12 made 3-point-
ers as they surged past 
Narragansett, 66-38.

“That has been a focus 
of  ours because we have 

struggled to score this 
year,” Bay Path head 
coach Al Greenough said 
of  the successful shots 
from beyond the arc. 
“We spent a lot of  time 
at practice doing a lot of  
shooting drills and they 
seem to be responding to 
that.”

The Minutemen have 
now gone 8-2 following 
a 2-7 start to the season. 
As a result, Bay Path has 
automatically qualified 
for the upcoming Division 
2 State Tournament with 
its 10th victory.

“We knew that we 
were going to grow as 
the year went on, it’s 
kind of  what we’ve been 
building for. We just went 
from 2-7 and now we’re in 
the Tournament, which 
is great,” explained 
Greenough. “They 
earned it, so we’re excit-
ed about that.”

Greenough noted that 
losing Trent Szela before 
the season started was a 
huge blow to the team.

“We lost one of  our 
best players due to a sea-
son-long injury, Trent 
Szela, our senior cap-
tain,” said Greenough, 
as Szela was injured 
during the final soccer 
game in the fall. “He 
was our defensive stop-
per, probably one of  the 
best defenders in Central 
Mass., actually. When you 
lose a player like that, I 
think we kind of  lost a 
little bit of  our identity 
at the beginning of  the 
year because he was one 
of  our only seniors.”

Losing a great defen-
sive player, plus about 
10-14 points per game, 
put more emphasis on 
Barbale to score, and 
opposing teams did what 
they could to lock him 

down.
“I think the kids took 

a little time to adjust. 
I also think with Peter 
Barbale on the team, he’s 
one of  the better players 
in Central Mass., and 
teams all year long have 
been double-teaming 
him, triple-teaming him, 
box-and-ones, and it took 
our team a little bit of  
time to find their identi-
ty with that and to have 
other guys step up and 
have confidence to make 
their shots,” Greenough 
explained.

The Minutemen have 
certainly found their 
confidence, as all 11 play-
ers who played versus 
Narragansett scored at 
least one basket.

“I’m glad we’re play-
ing our best basketball 
right now, which is great. 
We’re a young team — 
we’re a junior laden 

team — so next year is 
what we’ve been building 
for. In the meantime, we 
want to win this year,” 
said Greenough. “In my 
30 years here, this is the 
most difficult schedule 
we’ve had top to bottom, 
and front heavy. I knew 
that if  we could weath-
er that storm, we could 
come on strong.”

Against the Warriors, 
Bay Path led after the first 
quarter, 19-12, at halftime, 
39-18, and through three 
quarters, 55-33, before 
winning by 28 points. 
Barbale hit five 3-point-
ers and finished with a 
game-high 23 points. And 
although no other mem-
ber of  the Minutemen 
reached double figures, 
Moody, Nussey, Luke 
Smolski and Colin Plante 
all hit treys. And, on the 
glass, Bay Path outre-
bounded Narragansett 

by a sizable margin of  
40-23, with 10 of  11 play-
ers pulling down at least 
one board.

“They know me as a 
coach and I’m a defen-
sive coach, and I want 
every loose ball and 
every rebound,” said 
Greenough. “If  they’re 
doing that and the lit-
tle things in the game, 
they’re going to give 
themselves a better 
chance to win.”

And the Minutemen 
— who concluded their 
regular season schedule 
with a 51-46 victory ver-
sus Quaboag in anoth-
er CMADA non-playoff  
matchup on Monday, 
Feb. 19 — have certainly 
done their fair share of  
winning recently as they 
now prepare to tangle 
in the Division 2 State 
Tournament.

Minutemen rain down 3-pointers to defeat 
Narragansett, qualify for State Tournament

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Corey Scovil elevates to win the game-opening jump ball versus Narragansett.
Peter Barbale of Bay Path, left, tries to block a shot from the interior taken by Narragansett’s 
Maxim Kauffman.

‘True team effort’ helps Rams 
get by ‘tough’ Bay Path

Northbridge again tops Minutemen in Clark Tournament rematch

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Hannah Cavan hoists a long pass down the court.

Annika Ferrantino of Bay Path focuses on the rim ahead before 
shooting a free throw.
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OXFORD — With 
the David Prouty boys’ 
basketball team, the 
No. 2 seed in the Clark 
Tournament Small 
Schools bracket, strug-
gling to score early ver-
sus No. 7 Southbridge in 
a quarterfinal matchup 
played Saturday, Feb. 17 
at Oxford High, senior 
Alec Fournier took it 
upon himself  to put some 
points on the board.

“I saw my team needed 
a lift, so I tried to go make 
the play,” said Fournier.

Just past the midway 
point of  the first quar-
ter, the Panthers had 
only totaled seven points, 
but all seven were from 
Fournier.

“Even in the first 
quarter, shots were not 
actually falling, but we 
were very happy with 
the shots. We just knew 
if  we kept getting those, 
they’re going in and it’s 
only a matter of  time,” 
said head coach Pat 
O’Connor.

Fournier added one 
more basket in the first 
quarter, and 3-pointers 
off  the fingertips of  Noah 
LaTour and Jayden Rubio 
propelled Prouty ahead, 
15-6, as play moved to the 
second quarter.

There, Fournier took 
over — again. Fournier 
opened the frame with a 
free throw, a layup, and 
then a steal and coincid-
ing layup as the Panthers 
went up, 20-6.

“We were just real-
ly ready to play,” said 
O’Connor, pointing to 
the senior leadership 
provided by Fournier 
and Jay Jay Neiray. “You 
could just see it in the 
kids’ eyes. Our goal was 
focus. We’ve had times 
where we can’t focus for 
32 minutes. I thought the 
kids were really mentally 
prepared. We took care 
of  what we could con-
trol, and that was the key 
because we’re a really 

good team when we do 
that.”

Fournier ultimately 
scored 15 of  his game-
high 17 points in the first 
half, most while attack-
ing the rim, as Prouty 
built a 38-15 lead with 
two quarters to play. The 
Panthers ultimately won 
in convincing fashion, 
doubling up Southbridge, 
72-36, as they defeated 
the Pioneers for the third 
time this season.

“He’s so unselfish, but 
he is really talented and 
can score when we need 
him to. It just doesn’t hap-
pen a lot,” said O’Connor 
of  Fournier. “He’s real-
ly strong getting to the 
rim. Alec just wants to 
win. His record for the 
last three years is ridicu-
lous. It’s like our 58th win 
in three seasons. He’s the 
ultimate warrior, the ulti-
mate high school player.”

Helping Fournier 
and Neiray (9 points, 8 
rebounds) to victory were 
Rubio (15 points, includ-
ing four 3-pointers) and 
LaTour (14 points, includ-
ing four 3-pointers), 
as nine total Panthers 
scored.

By defeating 
Southbridge (10-9), 
Prouty improved to 16-3 
and earned the right to 
play at Clark University’s 
Kneller Center for the 
semifinal round.

“It’s the best feeling. 
To get to do it again this 
year is just so fun,” said 
Fournier, as the Panthers 
are looking to defend 
their Clark Small Schools 
title.

On Sunday, Feb. 18, 
David Prouty played No. 
3 Douglas in the semifi-
nals. The Panthers will 
get a chance to defend 
their championship, as 
they defeated the Tigers, 
56-37. Prouty will play No. 
1 Maynard back at Clark 
on Friday, Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. 
for the Clark title.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Jordan and I 
love snuggles! 

Jordan is an active boy that is 
looking to be cared for and snug-
gled. He likes one on one attention 
and benefits from both structured 
and unstructured time with the 
adults in his life. He loves to climb 
ladders, poles, and any playground 
jungle gym. He loves building forts 
outside, playing video games, and 
swimming. Jordan is hoping to con-
tinue swimming lessons, gymnas-
tics, and karate when he moves to 
his new home. Socially, he does 
very well in his afterschool program 
and in his current placement. 

Jordan is in elementary school 
and is doing well. He thrives in struc-
tured, consistent environments with 
routines. He is supported by staff 
in school and is working on further 
developing his social and academ-
ic skills. Teachers say he is actively 

engaged in the classroom and makes friends quickly. 
Jordan also has a brother with whom he has a strong relationship with 

that he wants to continue when he is adopted. Jordan will do well in ei-
ther a one or two parent household where he can be the only child or the 
youngest child. Jordan will need some individual one on one time with an 
adoptive placement, so that love and trust can be built with his new family. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7551 

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your 

heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be 
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.

Jordan 
Age 9 

SPORTS
David Prouty powers by Pioneers 

in Clark Tournament opener
Panthers then dig past Douglas to reach Clark Final

Nick Ethier photos

David Prouty’s Jay Jay Neiray scans the floor while dribbling the ball.

Jayden Rubio of David Prouty finds room in Southbridge’s defense to attack the basket.

David Prouty’s Alec Fournier moves the head while on the fast break versus Southbridge.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 02/19/24 was $3.79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

FEBRUARY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Pepperoni
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Italian 
Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.49 
Lg. 12” $6.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

SPENCER- David 
A. Vandale, 81, died 
Sunday, February 11 
at St. Vincent Hospital 
in Worcester after an 
illness.

He was the husband 
of  Linda M. (Blodgett) 
Vandale who died in 
2011. He leaves his 

daughter Amy L. Vandale of  Spencer
and many nieces and nephews. He 

was predeceased by a sister, Marie 
Vandale in 2016.

David attended St. Mary’s School in 
Spencer and was a graduate of  David 
Prouty High School. He earned a degree 
from UMass Lowell in  physical chem-
istry, he also attended Assumption 
College for engineering. He was a mas-
ter plumber, working for his father 
at Vandale Plumbing in Spencer. He 
was a skilled heavy equipment opera-
tor and the President/Owner of  Vanco 
Sand & Gravel & Concrete in North 
Brookfield for 35 years, retiring in 2012. 
He also built and designed many homes 
in the area.  

He was a firefighter in the Spencer 
Fire Department for over 25 years, 
reaching the rank of  Captain. He was 
a member of  the Norco Sportsman’s 
Club

in Princeton and enjoyed fishing and 
shooting.   He had a love for baseball 
since he was a boy, excelling as a pitch-
er.  He was a longtime member of  the 
Spencer Exchange Club .

He had a great fondness for his black 
labs; Sheba, Daisey, Lucy and Claire. 

The funeral was held Saturday, 
February 17 from the J. HENRI MORIN 
& SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple 
Terr., Spencer, with a Mass at 10 A.M. 
in Our Lady of  the Rosary Church, 7 
Church St., Spencer. Burial followed in 
Mary, Queen of  the Rosary

Cemetery, Spencer. Calling hours 
were Friday from 4-6 P.M. in the funeral 
home. In lieu of  flowers contributions 
in Dave’s name can be made to

the Spencer Fire Dept. Relief  Fund, 
11 West Main St., Spencer, MA 01562.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

David A. Vandale, 81
OBITUARIES

L E I C E S T E R - 
Herber t  E. 
Whitworth, 85, died 
Wednesday, February 
14th at the Jewish 
Healthcare Center, 
Worcester. He was 
raised and spent his 
adult life in   the fam-
ily home in Leicester. 

For the past nearly two years he resided 
at Tatnuck Park in Worcester where 
the wonderful staff  cared for him and 
where he was able to make a new set 
of  dear friends in the last years of  his 
life. Herbert leaves a brother, David 
P, Whitworth and his wife Doris of  
Paxton, a sister, Dianne E. Hare and 
her husband, Stephen of  Leicester. He 
also leaves nieces and nephews, David 
Whitworth Jr., Michelle Gallant, Sherri 
Ferguson, Michael Hare and Tracey 
Christopher. Herb also leaves sever-
al great-nieces and great-nephews. He 
was predeceased by his great-nephew, 
Zachary Hare, who was a promising 
baseball pitcher. 

Born in Worcester, Herb was the 
son of  Herbert H. and Dorothy E. 
(Kincaid) Whitworth. He was a gradu-
ate of  Leicester High School, Worcester 
Junior College, and Clark University. 
Herb worked as an estimator at Riley 
Stoker Company in Worcester, retiring 
in 1994. For many years he worked in 
a part-time capacity at Becker College. 
Herb filled several roles over the years 
from instructor to sports writer, but 
the role he was most proud of  was 
that of  assistant basketball coach for 
Becker’s Women’s Basketball National 
Championship team. The winning 

game was among 
Herb’s favorite top-
ics of  conversation. 
Herb also devoted 
much of  his time to 
coaching Babe Ruth 
Baseball in Leicester 
and Worcester. He 
was especially proud 
of  his Eagle Scout 
award and of  his status as a veteran, 
having served in the U.S. Army. 

No remembrance of  Herb would 
be complete without mentioning his 
beloved dog, Bobo. They were constant 
companions for years. Among his other 
interests were his love of  gardening, 
especially raising gladiolus, trips to 
the town library, ice cream, Memorial 
Day parades, reading, spending holi-
days with his family, and most recent-
ly watching his great-nephew, Jack 
Christopher, play basketball. Herb will 
be dearly missed by his family. He truly 
was a kind and generous individual 
who always had a word of  advice or 
encouragement. 

Herb’s funeral services was held 
on Monday, February 19th at 10a.m. 
in the Greenville Baptist Church, 
674 Pleasant Street, Rochdale. Burial 
with Military Honors will follow at 
Worcester County Memorial Park, 
Paxton. Calling hours were Sunday 4-6 
PM in the Morin Funeral Home, 1131 
Main Street, Leicester. In lieu of  flow-
ers contributions may be made to the 
Make a Wish Foundation, One Bulfinch 
Pl., 2nd Floor, Boston, MA 01202 in 
Memory of  Zachary Hare.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Herbert E. Whitworth, 85

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 
PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, 
or by e-mail to 
obits@stonebridgepress.news
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

34 Ridge Road $369,900

316 Dresser Road $425,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- Great Location! Great Yard!

DUDLEY - One Level Living on 3/4 acre lot

* Open and Spacious Main Level Living
* 22’ Kitchen - fatastic for gathering
* 1st floor den with wood stove
* Main Bedroom with 2 Closets
* 2 additional bedrooms
* Living room with sliders leading to a deck overlooking a 
   fenced-in yard (and above ground deck)
* Lower level game room
* 1.5 Baths- Town Services

*Newly Carpeted Interior
• Eat In Kitchen
* Separate dining room with sliders to a deck
* Fireplace
* 1 car garage under
* New septic system and town water

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing
WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Offered!1960 era One Level, 
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large, 
near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport 

(or Large Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in the Living 
Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel.   $322,000

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  
Featured New Listing

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 47 FAYBYAN RD 
Featured New Listing

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST
3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car 
Garage !! House Has Good 
Bones And Straight Lines!!... 
Owner Occupied. All Natural 
Woodwork & Solid Doors 
Reflect “Ageless” Character 
Throughout This House!  Gas 
& Oil Heat.  $399,900

ON DEPOSIT

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family 
for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd 
flr. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor apt only. A rear open porch provides 
a private space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It’s situated on an 
acre plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and 
Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. which has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL 
RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 

acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, 
upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful 
Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

New 5-6 bedroom renovated home in 
North Brookfield!  Call for details!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

DUDLEY- SZYMCZAK SELLS

145 Baker Pond Rd $380,000 4 Camelot Circle $550,000
SOLD SOLD

FREE Real Estate Classes in February 
Call for a Reservation

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

INDUSTRIAL PAINTER 
opening available in Oxford, Ma.

Duties include priming and  
painting of machine parts ~ 

and structural steel.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries  
508-987-3042

HELP WANTED
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL 

SAND BLASTER
opening available in Oxford, Ma.

Duties include high pressure manual 

blasting of steel shot, grit and garnet.

Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries  
508-987-3042

HELP WANTED

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

decided to audition this 
year because I wanted to 
prove to people that I was 
a talented musician.” 

Despite the challenges 
facing Moorghen at his 
audition, he rose to the 
occasion and impressed 
the panel of  judges with 
his performance. 

“At the audition, I 
was extremely nervous. 
I kept thinking that I 
was going to mess up in 
front of  the judges and 
get a bad score. When I 
walked into the room, it 
was completely silent. I 
could feel my stomach 
twisting and turning,” 
Moorghen recalled. “I 
practiced so hard to get to 
this moment. It feels great 
to be accepted into the 
Central Districts Band. 
I always enjoy events 
where I am able to repre-
sent my town in any way.” 

Moorghen’s next task is 
to learn new music that he 
will rehearse along with 
other accepted students 
throughout the district. A 
pair of  four-hour rehears-
al sessions will take place 
in April at South High 
School in Worcester.

The process will culmi-
nate with an April 27 per-
formance at Blackstone-
Millville Regional High 
School. 

“I want to give spe-
cial thanks to Samantha 
Raillo, my music instruc-
tor. She was the one who 
introduced me to this 
competition and helped 
me practice for this audi-
tion. Without her, I prob-
ably would not have even 
known about this compe-
tition,” Moorghen said. 
“I also want to thank my 
parents. They always 
encourage me to follow 
my dreams and never give 
up.”

School leaders look for-
ward to not only seeing 
Moorghen continue his 
success this year, but also 
through the remainder 
of  his career in Leicester 
and beyond.

“Wherever music takes 
Trevor in his future, I 
hope he always remem-
bers to work hard and 
have fun,” Looney added.

Leicester, along with 
many surrounding 
towns, belongs to the 
Central District of  the 
Massachusetts Music 
Educator Association, 
which sponsors ensem-
bles for musicians in 
grades 7-9. The associa-
tion also sponsors a cho-
rus, jazz band, and orches-
tra.

TREVOR
continued from page  A1

million) was approved by 
STM voters in 2022.

Projects at the DPHS 
work site have contin-
ued throughout the 
winter. Jones Whitsett 

Architects, Inc., is serv-
ing as the architect for 
the project. The general 
contractor is Fontaine 
Bros., Inc.

The construction plan 
calls for a renovation 
of  the football field and 
track this spring. The 

facilities are expected to 
be ready for use in 2026.

The spring and sum-
mer of  2025 are slated to 
see a renovation of  the 
baseball field. The proj-
ect will include upgrades 
to the concession stand, 
and use of  the facilities is 

scheduled for 2027.
The tennis courts will 

be renovated in the sum-
mer of  2026, with use of  
the facilities expected in 
the fall of  that year.

The summer of  2026 
will also feature the dem-
olition of  Prouty’s cur-

rent classroom building. 
By then, the new class-
room wing will be fully 
constructed and ready for 
student use. 

To learn more about 
last week’s Special Town 
Meeting warrant, visit 
www.spencerma.gov.

MEETING
continued from page  A1

the presentation was 
helpful and gave them a 
better understanding of  
the importance of  inter-

net safety around social 
media,” Diorio added.

Committed to reach-
ing students of  all 
ages, the DA’s outreach 
team attends events 
at schools throughout 
central Massachusetts. 

Additional presentation 
topics include avoiding 
distracted driving; the 
dangers of  drugs and 
alcohol for young people; 
and teen dating safety.

“The District 
Attorney’s Office is com-

mitted to working with 
communities and schools 
to help protect our fami-
lies and keep them safe. 
The idea is to make peo-
ple aware, not afraid,” 
read a statement released 
by the DA’s Office.

To learn more about 
presentations and out-
reach programs offered 
by the District Attorney’s 
Office, visit www.
WorcesterDa.com.

THREATS
continued from page  A1

It’s widely accepted that a year 
is 365 days long. However, that 
statement is not entirely accu-
rate. In fact, it takes Earth a little 
more than 365 days  (365.24223 
days to be precise) to orbit the 
sun. A calendar cannot accom-
modate that small distinction 
every year. In order to ensure 
that seasons do not start drifting 
from the difference between the 
Earth’s rotation and the time 
it takes to get around the sun, 
leap years were established to 
keep the calendar more consis-
tent and working like clockwork. 
The first modern leap year took 
place in 1752.

Certain guidelines were 
established to determine which 
years would be leap years. A 
leap year typically arrives every 
four years. However, in terms of  
end-of-century years, they must 

be divisible by 400. That is why 
the year 2000 was a leap year but 
1900 was not, according to Royal 
Museums Greenwich. 

This approach is not an entire-
ly foolproof  plan since there still 
may be very small discrepancies 
in time. Leap seconds have been 
added to keep time ticking cor-
rectly at various points through-
out the years. This occurred on 
December 31 in the years 2005, 
2008 and 2012, and also on June 
30, 2015.

In terms of  adding a day to 
the calendar for the leap year, 
it is placed in February, which 
already is the shortest month. 
While February is typically 28 
days, in leap years the month 
features 29 days. A leap year next 
occurs in February 2024, and 
then again in 2028, 2032 and 2036.  

The rules about
 leap years

29 famous leaplings 
Individuals who are born on February 29 are known 

as leaplings. The chances of  being born on a Leap Day 
are slim, as estimates suggests there is a one in 1,461 
chance of  becoming a leapling. 

Being born on Leap Day can be both entertaining 
and frustrating, as it means having to celebrate your 
birthday on a day that is not exactly the true anniver-
sary of  your birth. However, since February 29 comes 
around just once every four years, it may mean you can 
celebrate four times as much to make up for lost time.

Many notable individuals were born on February 29. 
Here’s a look at 29 well-known individuals who were 
born on February 29.

  1. Ja Rule: Hip-hop artist.
  2. Tyrese Haliburton: Athletes
  3. Ferrán Torres: Athlete
  4. Joss Ackland: Actor
  5. Tony Robbins: Motivational speaker
  6. Pedro Sánchez: Spanish politician
  7. Mark Foster: Rock singer
  8. Jessie Usher: Actor
  9. Peter Scanavino: Actor
10. Max Torina: Actor
11. Korede Bello: Pop singer
12. Khaled: Folk singer
13. Dinah Shore: Pop singer
14. Gioachino Rossini: Composer
15. Lena Gercke: Model
16. Jessica Long: Athlete
17. Majesty Rose: Pop singer
18. Antonio Sabato, Jr.: Actor
19. Bizzy: Rapper
20: Dennis Farina: Actor
21. Deelodoitall: Rapper
22. Joey Greco: Actor
23. Monte Kiffin: Football coach
24. Janvi Chheda: Television actress
25. Dave Williams: Singer
26. Lydia Jacoby: Athlete
27. Jimmy Dorsey: Jazz musician
28. Pepper Martin: Athlete
29. Masten Gregory: Race car driver  

Leap into these Leap Year facts 
Leap Year typically takes place every four 

years. The process of  adding a day to the cal-
endar every four years was designed to realign 
the clock and calendar more closely with how 
long it takes the Earth to rotate around the 
sun, which is slightly longer than the 365 days 
attributed to a year. If  not for Leap Year, the 
seasons would slowly shift out of  place.

There are many interesting facts to learn 
about Leap Year, and February 29 is the perfect 
time to explore them. 

• It takes the Earth 365 days, 5 hours, 48 min-
utes and 45 seconds to circle once around the 
sun, says Time and Date. Without leap years, 
we’d lose almost six hours every year. After a 
century, the calendar would be off  by nearly 24 
days.

• Despite 2100, the next turn of  the century, being divisible by four, it will not be 
a leap year. That’s because it is divisible by 100 but not 400, which means it will not 
be a leap year. This exception to the rule pertains to new century years.

• Forbes reports that it’s likely the calendar will need to be changed again since 
the Earth’s rotation rate, the axial tilt orientation and the Earth’s orbital motion 
around the sun is not constant. Various effects, such as earthquakes and something 
called tidal braking, affect the passage of  time.

• Legend states that on February 29 it is alright for a woman to propose to a man, 
a custom attributed to St. Bridget. Bridget complained to St. Patrick that some 
women had to wait too long for their suitors to pop the question. As the legend goes, 
Patrick supposedly provided women this day to propose to compensate.

• Some cultures view February 29 as an unlucky day. In Greece, couples are 
warned against planning weddings during leap years. In Italy, the phrase, “Anno 
biseto, anno funesto” (“leap year, doom year”) is uttered.

• Individuals who are born on February 29th are known as leaplings or leapers.
• Leap Day is not considered a legal day. Those who are leaplings have to choose 

February 28 or March 1 for their official and legal birthdays.
• Individuals who are paid fixed monthly incomes often work for free on February 

29th because their wages will not be calculated to include the extra day.
• Guinness World Records indicates the only family it could verify as producing 

three consecutive generations born on leap days belongs to the Keoghs. The elder 
Patrick Anthony Keogh was born in 1940, his son Peter Eric was born in 1964, and 
his granddaughter Bethany in 1996.  
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hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Need some YOU time? 
Let Us prepare dinner for you!

Take if off your plate, and put it on ours

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

red hot prices... limited time only!

H BEDROOMS
H LIVING ROOMS
H RECLINERS
H OCCASIONAL PIECES
H ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
H SEALY MATTRESSES

STOREWIDE SAVINGS!

SPECIAL SAVINGS ON

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
214 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 • 508-234-8777

FREE LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-8:30; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

LEICESTER — The police department recently teamed up with local Scouts for a 
fun and informative program.

The Leicester Police Department’s K-9 Unit enjoyed a visit from the Scouts of  
Leicester Pack 123. Youngsters learned about several resources and programs the 
police department utilizes to keep the community safe.

“A big thank you to the LPD for hosting our Pack 123 Scouts,” read a statement 
released by the organization. “The Scouts got a great presentation on what the K-9 
unit does. They got to meet K-9 Cooney, and also got a tour of  the police station.”

Police leaders thank the Scouts for stopping by and showing their interest in 
community policing.

“Such a well-mannered group of  young future leaders. Thanks for stopping by to 
say hello,” read a statement released by the LPD.

Leicester police, Scouts team up for K-9 presentation

Courtesy

Leicester Pack 123 Scouts greet members of the LPD’s K-9 Unit.

Timothy St. John named to College of the 
Holy Cross’ Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Timothy St. John of  Leicester was named to the College of  the 
Holy Cross Spring 2023 Dean’s List.

A member of  the Class of  2026, St. John was named to the Dean’s List for out-
standing academic achievement during the fall semester of  the 2023-24 academic 
year.

To qualify, students must pass four or more letter-graded courses with no failing 
grades during the semester and earn a GPA of  3.5 or higher.

About Holy Cross
The College of  the Holy Cross, in Worcester, is among the nation’s leading liberal 

arts institutions. A highly selective, four-year, exclusively undergraduate college 
of  3,100 students, Holy Cross is renowned for offering a rigorous, personalized edu-
cation in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 1843, Holy Cross has 
made a positive impact in society by graduating students who distinguish them-
selves as thoughtful leaders in business, professional and civic life.
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