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Leicester 
celebrates 
longtime 

police 
officer’s 

retirement 
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER —  The 
Leicester Board of 
Selectmen celebrated the 
retirement of a longtime 
member of the town’s police 
department, Officer Michael 
Lombardozzi, in late July.

After 18 years Officer 
Lombardozzi, also known to 
many as “Lombo,” officially 
retired from the force earlier 
this year and was recognized 
by town and state leaders 
last month for his years of 
service. A Coast Guard vet-
eran turned police officer, 
Officer Lombardozzi has 
made an impact in his com-
munity becoming a leader 
and mentor to both his fel-
low officers and local youth 
alike.

Chief Kenneth Antanavica 
commended Lobardozzi for 
his unending commitment 
to his duties and his com-
munity during the Board of 
Selectmen’s July 21 meet-
ing.

“Mike started as a part-
time officer in 2008 and 
when the department went 
exclusively full-time in 
2014, he went to the acad-
emy - during Mike’s tenure 
at the LPD he was a mentor 
to many juveniles that need-
ed a little guidance through 
life and worked with them 
in Project New Hope along 
with many other tasks like 
cleaning up roadsides and 
many other community ser-
vices,” said the Chief. “Mike 
has always proudly worn his 
LPD uniform and always 
looked sharp and ready to 
take on any challenge.”

In addition to recogni-
tion by the Select Board, 
State Sen. Peter Durant also 
made an appearance to pres-
ent a citation from the State 
Senate. Speaking about the 
ceremony on social media, 
Durant said he was proud 
to help recognize a clearly 
popular figure in the local 
police department.

“For 18 years, Leicester 
Police Officer Michael 
Lombardozzi has been an 
integral part of the commu-
nity - It was an honor to 
present him with a citation 
from the State Senate to rec-
ognize his commitment to 
the town and to our country 
as he also served in the US 
Coast Guard,” Durant wrote. 
“It is clear from the respons-
es to his retirement that he is 
greatly loved in Leicester.”

During his tenure with the 
Leicester Police Department, 
Lombardozzi supported the 
Officer Tarantino cause by 
running and riding in char-
ity events and recently took 
part in the Police Unity Tour, 
a 320-mile trek from New 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER —  The 
Spencer Police Department 
announced and confirmed 
two promotions last month, 
holding a ceremonial pin-
ning of both officers during 
the Board of Selectmen’s 
July 27 meeting.

Chief Michael Befford 
presented newly promoted 
Lt. Patrick Waugh and Sgt. 
Todd LaPorte who official-
ly took their titles on July 
5. The pair were joined 
by friends and family for 
a short celebration where 
loved ones pinned their 
badges and the chief recog-
nied their individual contr-
butions to the department.

“Patrick has been with us 
since September of 2017. He 
was promoted to sergeant 
in July of 2021 and now 
he’s going to serve as our 
lieutenant,” said the Chief. 
“Todd joined us in 2002 and 
worked a variety of shifts 
and then became our School 
Resources Officer around 
2016 and has done an excel-
lent job up there.”

The department also post-
ed a tribute to both offi-
cers on social media as part 
of the celebration of their 

promotions. Following the 
retirement of Lt. Norman 
Hodgerney, then-Sgt. 
Patrick Waugh was deemed 
the best fit for the job for his 
“leadership, and dedication 
to law enforcement.” He 
serves as a firearms instruc-
tor and a leader in other 
training areas including 
active shooter preparation 
and is widely seen as a men-
tor for officers even beyond 
his own department.

The department’s newest 
Sgt. Todd LaPorte is consid-
ered “the professor” accord-
ing to the department’s post. 
Respected among his fellow 
officers and the community 
at parge, LaPorte was recog-
nized for his “patience, and 
ability to teach and men-
tor others.” As the Chief 
noted during the Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting, 
LaPorte also served as the 
town’s School Resource 
Officer, allowing him to 
have a positive impact on 
the lives of local youth.

“We are proud to have 
these two exceptional lead-
ers serving the Town of 
Spencer and look forward 
to all they will continue to 
accomplish,” the depart-
ment’s statement concluded.

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Russell (“Russ”) Buzzell 
has been named Artist of 
the Month for August by 
the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House.

Buzzell is a paint-
er and illustrator from 
North Brookfield whose 
work is closely tied to the 
rural landscape, wildlife, 
and the history of central 
Massachusetts. He has had 
a professional career span-
ning many years, moving 
from illustration to fine art 
and historical painting.

Buzzell grew up on his 
family’s farm in North 
Brookfield. He milked the 
cows, drove the tractor, and 
participated in all the other 
jobs required of a farm fam-
ily. But art was his first love. 

A close family friend 
and artist known to young 
Buzzell as “Uncle Louie” 
nurtured his interest in art 
and helped him develop 
his skills. Russ graduated 
from North Brookfield High 
School in 1960 and the Art 
Institute of Boston in 1966. 

He spent several years 
illustrating the publica-
tions of the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society.  His 
impressive work there led 
to his being called upon to 
illustrate books and maga-
zines, including “Animals 
Nobody Loves” by Ronald 
Rood, “The Farm Book” 
by the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, and 
“The Wilderness Home of 
Giant Panda” by William G. 
Sheldon.  He also illustrated 

for Gray’s Sporting Journal 
and Wisconsin Sportsman 
magazines and freelanced 
for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Department 
of Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Buzzell’s most notable 
artwork includes “Sunday 
Afternoon on the Buzzell 
Farm” and the historical 
rendition of “Wheeler’s 
Surprise,” the ambush by 
Nipmuc Natives during the 
King Phillips War in West 
Brookfield on Aug. 2, 1675.  

Buzzell works out of 
his Buck Hill Studio in 
North Brookfield where the 
majority of his time is spent 
on privately commissioned 
paintings and drawings of 
New England farms, land-
scapes, and wildlife.  He 
works with oils, scratch-
board, watercolor, and pen 
and ink.  

People attending the 2026 
Backroads Studio Tour Oct. 
3 & 4 will be able to visit 
Russell Buzzell’s Buck Hill 
studio to appreciate his work 
in person.  While there, they 
can purchase original art, 
limited edition numbered 
prints, and greeting cards.

For more information 
on Russell Buzzell visit 
nbtownhouse.com and click 
on featured artists.  

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation focused on restoring, 
preserving, and sustaining 
the historic Town House 
in the center of North 
Brookfield.  Every month 
this organization recogniz-
es a featured artist in their 
community.

AA Transportation 
invites incoming 
Kindergarteners 

to First Ride 
for Safety

EAST BROOKFIELD — AA Transportation Co., Inc. is 
inviting incoming kindergarten students and their families 
to its annual First Ride for Safety program on Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, from  10 a.m. to noon  at the company›s facili-
ty, 174 West Main St. (Route 9), East Brookfield.

Designed to help children prepare for their first school 
bus experience, the award-winning program gives future 
riders the opportunity to learn school bus safety in a fun, 
hands-on environment before the school year begins. 
The program previously received a  Certificate from the 
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles  recognizing its 
outstanding efforts in promoting school bus safety. 

The event will be conducted in an open house format, 
allowing families to arrive at any time during the two-hour 
session and stay as long as they wish. School bus rides will 
depart approximately every 15 minutes, giving children a 
chance to become familiar with riding a bus before their 
first day of school.

Participants will learn about several important safety 
topics, including:

Taking a ride on a school bus.
Understanding the school bus “danger zone.”
Learning the meaning of school bus warning lights.
Practicing how to safely cross in front of a stopped school 

bus.
Reviewing other essential school bus safety rules.
Parents are encouraged to bring cameras to capture their 

child’s first school bus ride.
Drivers and school personnel serving North Brookfield, 

East Brookfield, Leicester and Spencer  will also be on 
hand throughout the event to answer questions and provide 
information about school transportation and student safety.

AA Transportation officials say the goal is to help chil-
dren feel comfortable and confident before the start of the 
school year while reinforcing safe habits that can help pro-
tect students throughout the year.

For more information, contact  AA Transportation Co., 
Inc. at 508-867-4500.

Spencer PD promotes 
new Lieutenant and Sergeant

Russell Buzzell named 
Town House Artist of the Month

Russ Buzzell
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SPENCER —  The Gaudette 
Kirk Post 138 American Legion 
Spencer invites golfers, sponsors, 
and community members to par-
ticipate in its Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 
26, at Heritage Country Club. 
This annual event combines a day 
of golf, fellowship, and giving 
back, with all proceeds supporting 

veterans in need.
The mission of the Gaudette 

Kirk Post 138 Charity Golf 
Tournament is to help veterans by 
preventing hunger, homelessness, 
and the lack of life’s basic neces-
sities. Funds raised through the 
tournament provide direct assis-
tance to local veterans and their 
families, ensuring those who have 
served our country receive sup-

port during difficult times.
Golfers of all skill levels are 

welcome to participate in the 
18-hole scramble. The tourna-
ment fee is $115 per golfer, which 
includes 18 holes of golf with 
a cart, a light lunch at Heritage 
Country Club, and dinner at the 
Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American 
Legion following the tourna-
ment. The day will also feature 
on-course contests, raffles, prizes, 
and awards.

Businesses and organizations 
are encouraged to become spon-
sors, while individuals and four-
somes are invited to register early 
and help make a difference in the 

lives of local veterans.
For registration, sponsorship 

opportunities, or additional infor-
mation, please contact Carol by 
phone at 774-454-0366 or e-mail 
post138spencerma@gmail.com.

About Gaudette Kirk Post 138 
American Legion

Gaudette Kirk Post 138 
American Legion is com-
mitted to serving veter-
ans, supporting military 
families, promoting patri-
otism, and strengthening 
the local community. 
Through its annual char-
ity golf tournament and 
other fundraising efforts, 

the Post provides direct assistance 
to veterans by helping prevent 
hunger, homelessness, and the 
lack of basic necessities, honoring 
the service and sacrifice of those 
who have served our nation.
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•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

BROOKFIELD 
None

EAST BROOKFIELD
$749,000, 771 Podunk Rd, Strauss, 

Jean A-S, and Strauss, Jon C, to Hohne, 
Gillian.

$550,000, 284 Howe St, Wall, James 
F, to Lajoie Jr, Richard, and Lajoie, 
Alexandra.

LEICESTER
$5,400,000, 1671 Main St, Srec 

Leicester LLC, to Granite Ridge 
Realty LLC.

$99,250, Chapel St, Mulberry St 
Realty LLC, to Conte, Karin M.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$399,000, 11 Cider Mill Rd, Cyr, 

Kendra L, and Cyr, Kendra, to Pacek 
4th, Benjamin J.

SPENCER
$800,000, 12 Stiles Ave, Bryan Ft, 

and Mulroy, Ellen, to Cote, William, 
and Cote, Jeanette.

$770,000, 37 Wilson Ave, Coleman, 
Deborah A, to Heeran, Maria, and 
Raso, Stephen.

$400,000, 54 Ash St, Jolicoeur Ave 
Inc, to Piligian, Tracy, and Piligian, 
Nicholas.

$330,000, 97 Pleasant St, Woodward 
David Bruce Est, and Woodward, Dana 
A, to Parsons, Thomas.

$70,000, 2 Terkanian Dr, Cycz, 
Joyce Marie, to Cycz, Scott.

WARREN
$415,000, 308 Brimfield Rd, 

Caldwell, Lea R, to Carpio, Vivianna, 
and Albinson, Justin Pierce.

$285,000, 44 Manning Rd, Bowley, 
Erik, and Ciccotelli, Mark, to Heibel, 
Gabriel, and Jagielski, Alissa.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$410,000, 48 Clearview Dr, Araujo, 

Jill A, to Ward, Dane Joseph, and 
Gaumond, John Peter.

$26,500, Coy Hill Rd, Shuttleworth 
Barbara Est, and Kraus, Christina S, to 
Como, Matthew, and Como, Stephanie.

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of July 22-28.
Layne Richard Pollinger, age 22, of Boylston was arrested on 

July 22 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), Negligent 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and operating a motor vehicle with 
No Inspection Sticker.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of July 23-30.
Philip S. Hollyer, age 56, of Leicester was arrested on July 23 for 

Disorderly Conduct, Disturbing the Peace, and Failure to Register 
as a Sex Offender.

Isado Dolores Ramirez Roa, age 50, of Worcester was arrested 
on July 24 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of reg-
istration, operating an Uninsured and Unregistered Motor Vehicle, 
and operating a motor vehicle after suspension of license for OUI/
CDL/MVH.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication 
received a summons in lieu of arrest on July 25 for Unlicensed 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Number Plate Violation to Conceal 
ID, and operating an Unregistered Motor Vehicle.

William R. Denson, age 65, of Spencer was arrested on July 26 
for Shoplifting By Asportation and Furnishing Law Enforcement 
with a False ID.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publica-
tion received a summons in lieu of arrest on July 27 for Assault & 
Battery.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publica-
tion received a summons in lieu of arrest on July 28 for Operating 
a motor vehicle after suspension of license and a Number Plate 
Violation.

Kimberly Anne Kane, age 59, of Leicester was arrested on July 
28 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of registration.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publica-
tion received a summons in lieu of arrest on July 28 for Larceny, 
Shoplifting By Recording a False Value, and Malicious Destruction 
of Property.

Spencer American Legion Charity Golf 
Tournament set for Sept. 26

Spencer Town 
Moderator launches 

new community 
television show, 

“The Brewster Call”
SPENCER — Jason Brewster, the newly 

elected Town Moderator of Spencer, is 
announcing the launch of  “The Brewster 
Call,” a new community television show on 
Spencer Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays from 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
and focuses on informed civic participation 
and respectful dialogue.

Special thanks to Spencer Cable Access 
for making this program possible and for 
its continued commitment to local program-
ming and community engagement.

“The Brewster Call” is produced by Jason 
Brewster in his capacity as a private citizen. 
The views expressed are his own and should 
not be construed as official statements or 
positions of the Spencer Town Moderator or 
the Town of Spencer.

For questions or episode suggestions, 
email thebrewstercall@gmail.com.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Alex Cordy Memorial 
Golf Tournament set for 

Sept. 12
OAKHAM — St. Carlo Acutis Parish, Brookfield/West Brookfield/Warren, is having 

their Ninth Annual Alex Cordy Memorial Charity Golf Tournament at Quail Hollow 
Golf and Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham, Massachusetts on Saturday, 
Sept. 12. Registration begins at 7:15 a.m., with a Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are aware, Alex Cordy was an integral part of our West Brookfield 
Community for many years. In memory of his outstanding service to his community, 
his parish, and being a founding member of our Knights of Columbus Council 11080, 
this tournament will once again benefit our Youth Activities Fund to support the youth 
in our local community, a cause that was very important to Alex. 
We were able to award two $1,000.00 scholarships this past year 
from the proceeds of this event to two local high school seniors, as 
well as fund many other youth activities. We ask that you please 
consider supporting our event by sponsoring or participating in the 
tournament individually or with a foursome.  Tournament Raffle 
Items and General Donations to this event are always welcomed 
and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are now available for this tourna-
ment. To register, and for more information, please call (413) 813-
8100 or email wallyconnor122@gmail.com. 

LEICESTER — The Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee is inviting Democrats from across Central 
Massachusetts to gather for an afternoon of food, con-
versation, and community at its second annual Potluck 
BBQ.

The event is designed to bring together local residents 
and party members to reconnect with friends, meet new 
people, exchange ideas, and strengthen relationships 
ahead of the upcoming election season.

Organizers encourage attendees to bring a favorite 
dish to share while enjoying an informal afternoon 
focused on fellowship and civic engagement.

“Come together with Democratic friends from across 
Central Massachusetts for an afternoon of great food, 
laughter, and meaningful conversation,” organizers said 
in the event announcement. “It’s a chance to reconnect 
with old friends, make new ones, share ideas, and 

strengthen the relationships that will help us work 
together during the upcoming election season.”

Participants are asked to bring a potluck item and are 
encouraged to RSVP by Sunday, Aug. 16. Registration 
is required, as the event loca-
tion will only be provided to 
those who register in advance.

Organizers said they hope 
attendees will leave with new 
connections, fresh ideas, and 
renewed enthusiasm for the 
months ahead.

For more information or 
to register, visit the Leicester 
Democratic Town Committee’s 
Web site, ldtcmass.org.

   SPENCER — The Spencer Parks & 
Recreation Commission  2026 Summer 
Concert Series continues from 2 to 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, Aug. 9 at Powder Mill Park, 
corner Smithville and Meadow Roads, 
Spencer with the Gold Dust Refugee.

 
     Gold Dust Refugee is a premier New 

England tribute band comprised of six sea-
soned musicians playing guitars, drums, 
bass, and featuring dual-vocal harmonies 
that replicates the music of Fleetwood 
Mac and Tom Petty. The six-piece group 

performs combined live shows blending 
classic rock hits from two legendary cat-
alogs.

 
          Following  Gold Dust Refugee, 

the  series continues on Aug. 16 with the 
Silverbacks. 

 
     The concert series is proudly sponsored 

by Cornerstone Bank.  Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and communi-
ty-based banking model enables a unique 

ability to deliver outstanding service, with 
a personal touch. Cornerstone provides 
the highest level of 
service and expertise 
for individuals, busi-
nesses, and commu-
nity organizations 
with branch locations 
throughout Central 
Massachusetts.

LEICESTER —  Leicester Public 
Schools participates in the National School 
Lunch Program and the School Breakfast 
Program. As part of this program, all 
schools offer healthy meals every school 
day at NO COST to the students due 
to the implementation of the Community 
Eligibility Provision for school year 2026-
2027. Students receive breakfast and lunch 
at school without having to pay a fee or 
submit a household application.

Non-Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with federal civil rights 

law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and pol-
icies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disabili-
ty, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. Program information 
may be made available in languages other 
than English. Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of communica-
tion to obtain program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language), should contact the respon-
sible state or local agency that administers 
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination 
complaint, a Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can 
be obtained online at: https://www.usda.

gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-
OASCR%20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a 
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, 
telephone number, and a written descrip-
tion of the alleged discriminatory action 
in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about 
the nature and date of an alleged civil rights 
violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Pets Are People Too
Professional in home pet care

Call or text 774-402-2383
www.petsarepeopletoopc.com

• Daily Walks And Potty Breaks
• Overnight & Vacation Care
• 20 Years Experience In The Veterinary Field
• Certified Veterinary Assistant
• Fully Insured

Leicester Public Schools offers 
meals at no cost for students

Gold Dust Refugee next up in 
Spencer’s Summer Concert Series

Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee plans second annual 

potluck barbecue
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In its simplest form, saving can mean 
putting money into a jar, adding to it and 
letting it grow slowly. A 401(k), or other 
workplace retirement plan, is a step beyond 
that. It’s more like a garden than a jar. Once 
you understand the basics of your 401(k), 
it becomes easier to feel confident in your 
decisions.

In a jar, your money only grows when 
you add more. In a garden, what you plant 
can begin to grow on its own. Your invest-
ments can earn returns, and those returns 
may in turn earn additional returns. That’s 
called compounding, and it can have a 
meaningful impact over time. Like a gar-
den, however, growth is not guaranteed. 
Markets can rise and fall, and investments 
can lose value.

Most workplace retirement plan con-
tributions are made with pre-tax dollars, 
which lowers today’s taxable income; 
you’ll pay taxes when you withdraw it in 
retirement. Some plans also offer a Roth 
option: you contribute after-tax dollars and 
withdrawals in retirement can be tax free. 
Your plan administrator can provide more 
information.

Many 401(k) plans include an employer 
match, either up to a set dollar amount, per-
haps $500, or a percentage of your salary, 
typically 3–5 percent. Contributions you 
make, as well as those from your employ-
er, can grow over time. Try to contribute 
at least enough to capture the full match; 
anything less means you’re leaving money 
on the table.

Now the question is how to invest your 
contributions inside your 401(k). The menu 
of investment options may seem compli-
cated, but most fall into a few common 
categories.

Stock or equity funds  focus on stocks, 
which represent ownership in companies. 
Because they›re tied to company perfor-
mance, they have the potential for higher 
growth over time, but their value can go up 
and down in the short term. When you›re 
decades from retirement, that short-term 
volatility matters less; you have time to ride 
out the swings.

Bond funds invest in loans made to gov-
ernments or corporations. These tend to be 
more stable than stock funds but typically 
grow more slowly. They can help balance 
the ups and downs.

Balanced or blended funds  hold a mix 
of stocks and bonds in a single investment.

Target-date funds  combine different 
types of investments in one fund. As you 
move toward a specified retirement year, 
the fund gradually adjusts to focus more on 
stability and less on growth.

The earlier you start planting, the more 
time your money must grow. Even small 
contributions early in your career can end 
up as large amounts later, simply because 
they had more time to compound.

If you change jobs, keep in mind that 
your employer’s contributions may not 
be fully yours immediately. It depends on 
your plan’s vesting schedule, so it’s worth 
checking before you go.

The most important steps in a retirement 
plan are getting started, contributing con-
sistently and taking advantage of what your 
plan offers. With a little knowledge, you 
can feel more confident moving forward. 
The garden is yours. Start planting.

 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Build confidence 
in your 401(k) 

decisions

Honor 
measured by 

service
Communities often celebrate milestones with 

ribbon cuttings, anniversaries, and groundbreak-
ing ceremonies. Those events deserve recogni-
tion, but there is another kind of milestone that 
carries a quieter significance: the retirement of 
someone who has spent years serving neighbors 
without seeking the spotlight.

The recent recognition of Leicester Police 
Officer Michael “Lombo” Lombardozzi reminds 
us that the true measure of public service is not 
found in headlines or accolades. It is found in 
thousands of ordinary days spent answering 
calls, helping people through crises, mentoring 
young people, and showing up whenever the 
community needs you.

Law enforcement is often viewed through the 
lens of emergency response, but the strongest 
police departments understand that their greatest 
work frequently happens long before an emer-
gency occurs. Building relationships with young 
people, participating in community projects, sup-
porting charitable causes, and simply becoming 
a familiar, trusted face all help create safer neigh-
borhoods. Those efforts rarely generate dramatic 
stories, yet they leave lasting impressions that 
shape a community for years.

Chief Kenneth Antanavica’s remarks about 
Officer Lombardozzi highlighted exactly that 
kind of service. Beyond wearing the uniform, 
he invested in mentoring juveniles who needed 
guidance, participated in community improve-
ment projects, and willingly stepped into what-
ever role was needed. Those responsibilities 
may not have appeared in a job description, but 
they reflected an understanding that policing is 
ultimately about people. The ceremony honoring 
his retirement underscored those contributions. 

His involvement extended beyond Leicester as 
well. Whether participating in the Police Unity 
Tour to honor fallen officers, supporting the 
Officer Tarantino cause, volunteering with Stuff-
a-Cruiser events, or serving with the depart-
ment’s color guard, he demonstrated that service 
does not end when a shift is over. Communities 
benefit when public servants choose to invest 
their personal time in causes larger than them-
selves.

It is also fitting that Officer Lombardozzi’s 
background includes military service in the U.S. 
Coast Guard. Many veterans continue serving 
their communities after leaving the armed forces, 
bringing with them discipline, leadership, and 
a commitment to duty. Leicester has benefited 
from that tradition.

Perhaps the most meaningful moment of 
the retirement ceremony came not from the 
presentations or citations, but from Officer 
Lombardozzi’s own remarks. After 18 years with 
the department, he simply said that Leicester 
would always be his home and that he hoped he 
had represented the town well.

Those words reflect genuine humility. After 
nearly two decades of service, he was less con-
cerned with listing accomplishments than with 
whether he had honored the community he loves.

That attitude may explain why so many people 
gathered to recognize him. Respect is earned 
over time, through countless interactions that 
may seem small in the moment but become 
significant when viewed across an entire career.

Every community depends on individuals like 
Officer Lombardozzi. Teachers who stay after 
school to help struggling students. Firefighters 
who volunteer for extra duties. Librarians 
who know every child by name. Public works 
employees who head out during storms before 
most residents are awake. Police officers who 
understand that listening can sometimes accom-
plish more than enforcing.

Their careers rarely receive widespread atten-
tion until retirement arrives. By then, however, 
their influence has become woven into the com-
munity itself.

Leicester’s farewell to Officer Michael 
Lombardozzi was more than recognition of one 
individual’s career. It was a reminder that com-
munities grow stronger because of people who 
quietly dedicate themselves to serving others, 
year after year, without expecting recognition.

Retirement marks the end of wearing the 
badge, but it does not erase a lifetime of service. 
As Officer Lombardozzi said himself, Leicester 
will always be his home. Judging by the appre-
ciation shown during his retirement ceremony, 
it is equally clear that Leicester will always be 
proud to call him one of its own.
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To the Editor:

I already used my other title options 
for describing this administration. 
From the promise of no war, to one 
with no end in sight, Ukraine starting 
to support our war effort, when we 
abandoned them. Their drones destroy-
ing arms from Iran destined for Russia, 
and cutting Russia’s ability to forward 
targeting of US troops to Iran.

This millionaire president, increas-
ing his wealth to more than the last 
18 presidents, while in office.   The 
money has to come from somewhere. 
It is a surgical split between Medicare 
cut rewards, sold pardons, insider trad-
ing on replacing weapons from your 
sons to replace munitions depleted, the 
absolute clown show this cabinet puts 
on daily.

His speeches all are rally style and 
disgusting and he is a complete embar-
rassment to our nation. It will take at 
least a generation to erase his legacy 
and our stupidity for electing a lying, 
grifting, felon  and pedophile.

The swamp has never needed drain-
ing more than now, How many of you 
know we bought two more match-
ing planes and a multimillion-dollar 
hanger to support our free plane, now 
undergoing millions more in upgrades?

How many of you know that Trump 
drove a motorcade over the uncured 
reflecting pond surface?

How many of you think promoting 
Todd Blanche to AG will do anything 
but end any additional Epstein infor-
mation?

How many of you who supported 
ending US Aids, are OK with elimi-
nating both pandemic and food safety?

How many of you think his remedy 
for non-existing voter fraud, does any-
thing but create some. 

How will you feel when ICE illegal-
ly shows up at polling places?

You either support the constitution, 
or you don’t.  We are seeing how Hitler 
took over.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Fantasia

To the Editor:
I first heard of Jeromie Whalen at 

the first No Kings rally in June 2025. 
At that time, he was a school teacher 
whose friend had been taken by ICE. 
I knew nothing else other than he was 
a compelling speaker and part of an 
event that spoke to every fiber of my 
being. 

The Trump Administration’s strate-
gy was working, I was losing hope. It 
hadn’t affected me yet, but I was pain-
fully aware that my government was 
taking people from their homes, com-
munities, and livelihoods. I was also 
aware that it could only be a matter of 
time, that eventually it would be one 
of my friends or colleagues. This is a 
targeted strategy, designed to make the 
people that are engaged feel hopeless, 
like there’s nothing they can do.

I had also been applying to jobs in 
the statehouse, but I don’t know any-
one, I don’t have connections. I never 
got calls back. I wanted to volunteer 
too, but the districts that I live in are 
safe for the incumbents at the state 
and federal levels, and nobody seemed 
willing to try. Even if there was some-
one willing, it felt like a pointless 
endeavor to undertake. I was sick of 
every election being a choice between 
the lesser of who cares. 

So, I buckled down, decided to work 
harder at my nine-to-five and finish 
school. I was also in a band, putting 
out an album, the works. The point is 
that I was tired and my faith that I had 
the power to make meaningful change 
was running on empty. At this point, 
I’d seen that Jeromie was running, but 
my dejection was so deep that I didn’t 
even bother to reach out. I just threw a 
sign-up on his volunteering portal and 
figured that, maybe someday, I’ll get 
off my butt and knock some doors or 
something. 

Jeromie Whalen found me. He tex-
ted me and invited me to his house 
for volunteer appreciation, of which I 
had never done and certainly did not 
feel deserving of any kind of appreci-
ation. But he didn’t care, he said come 
anyway. So I did. What I found was a 
way forward, a community of loving, 
caring individuals, cultivated by a can-

didate that was not interested in power 
for power’s sake. 

Representatives shouldn’t need to be 
contacted, they should find you. Forget 
policy for a moment and just think 
about this: do you know what Richard 
Neal looks like? Do you know what 
he sounds like? If you don’t, go ahead 
and call his office, one of two things 
will happen: a staffer will pick up, tell 
you they don’t know the answer to 
your question and that they’ll get back 
to you, or, you won’t get an answer at 
all. He and his campaign will tell you 
that he is in Washington D.C., hard at 
work. On what? Fundraising? What 
is his platform? In a recent Politico 
article, Neal claimed that he’d be using 
his power on Ways and Means to hold 
the wealthy and the corrupt Trump 
Administration accountable. When 
Donald Trump flew to China in May, 
he took twelve CEOs with him, eight 
of which own companies that have 
donated to Richard Neal. How does 
he plan to hold an administration that 
is friends with the people that bankroll 
his reelection accountable, exactly?

Compare that with Jeromie Whalen. 
No corporate donors, a true grass-
roots campaign made up of the people 
that live in the district, and a policy 
platform that is centered on a sustain-
able future for all of us. Medicare for 
All, the Green New Deal, overturning 
Citizens’ United.

If you have been sitting at home, 
watching and feeling as though the 
world is burning around you, then 
know you are not alone. I was there 
too. It is my firm belief that it is my 
personal duty to be a good person and 
if that is true, it must also be true that 
it is my civic duty to leave behind 
a nation that is better than the one I 
inherited. Through activism, I found a 
reason to believe in myself. Through 
this campaign, I have found a reason 
to believe in my country. Through 
Jeromie Whalen, I have found a rea-
son to believe in tomorrow. If you are 
waiting for your moment to believe, 
it’s here. Vote Sept. 1.

Logan Peterson
North Brookfield 

Believing in tomorrow —  
volunteering for Jeromie Whalen

Editorial

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a day-
time phone number for purposes of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they 
reside will be published. Letters submitted without all of the required 
information will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission 
may be rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appro-
priate.
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ADVERTISEMENT
The Leicester Housing Authority, the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids from Contractors for the Sunset Gardens, 667-02 Elderly 
Development for the Leicester Housing Authority in Leicester 
Massachusetts, in accordance with the documents prepared by Nault 
Architects.

The Project consists of: Capping the existing water pipes coming up 
from below the slab and running new pipes in new soffits down the 
hallway between units.

The work is estimated to cost $ 77,200.00

Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J & to minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive.
General Bids will be received until Friday, 8/21 at 2:00 
PM, and publicly opened, forthwith. This project is being 
Electronically Bid (E-Bid). All bids shall be prepared and 
submitted online at
Projectdog.com and received no later than the date & time specified 
above. Hard copy bids will not be
accepted by the Awarding Authority. For assistance, contact Projectdog, 
Inc. at 978.499.9014.

General bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit that is not less 
than five (5%) of the greatest possible bid amount (considering all 
alternates) and made payable to the Leicester Housing Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract Documents will be available in electronic 
form and without cost or charge at Projectdog.com, project code 
261326, beginning Wednesday, 8/5 at 12:00 PM. Persons desiring 
hard copies of the documents shall be solely responsible for all 
printing costs.

The job site and/or existing building will be available for inspection 
between 2:00 PM and 2:30 PM on
Wednesday, 8/12.

For an appointment call Leicester Housing Authority at (508) 892-4620 
.

The empty 
parking space

I pulled into a crowded parking lot last 
week and did what most of us do. I start-
ed looking for the closest available space. 
There wasn’t one. So I circled once. Still 
nothing.

By the second lap, I noticed something 
interesting. Every driver seemed to be 
doing exactly what I was doing. We were 
all hunting for the perfect spot while 

dozens of perfectly good spaces sat empty just a little farther 
away. I finally gave up, parked near the edge of the lot, and 
walked. It took all of about 45 seconds.

By the time I reached the front door, several of the cars 
that had passed me were still circling. It made me wonder 
why we’re so determined to save a few extra steps.

When we were kids, walking wasn’t something we tried 
to avoid. We’d think nothing of hiking across a field to visit 
a friend or riding a bicycle halfway across town because 
someone said there might be a pickup baseball game.

Now many of us will spend five minutes searching for a 
parking place that saves us 30 seconds of walking. I’m as 
guilty as anyone.

There’s something strangely satisfying about finding that 
front-row space. It feels like winning a prize, even though 
the prize is usually a walk that’s shorter than the average 
television commercial. The funny part is what happens 
when you park farther away. You notice things.

You see flowers planted along the sidewalk that you 
would have driven right past. You hear conversations 
instead of engines. You notice the small independent busi-
nesses tucked between larger stores. Sometimes you even 
run into someone you haven’t seen in years because you’re 
both walking instead of rushing from one door to another.

Those extra few steps become part of the outing instead 
of something to be avoided. I suppose that’s true of a lot 
of life.

We’re always looking for shortcuts. Faster internet. Faster 
checkout lines. Faster shipping. Faster routes around traffic. 
We measure success by how quickly we can get from one 
thing to the next.

But not everything improves by speeding it up. Some 
conversations are worth lingering over. Some roads are 
worth taking because they’re scenic instead of efficient. 
Some Saturday mornings deserve to unfold without con-
stantly checking the clock.

Living in New England reminds us of that every season. 
Nobody hurries through the first blaze of autumn color. 
People stop to watch a fresh snowfall. We pull over for cov-
ered bridges and scenic overlooks even when we’re already 
running a little late.

Those moments aren’t productive by any measurable 
standard. They’re simply enjoyable. Maybe that’s why I 
didn’t mind the longer walk after all.

The parking lot gave me a few extra minutes outside on 
a pleasant afternoon. I watched a family loading pumpkins 
into the back of a pickup. An older couple strolled toward 
the garden center without seeming to be in any hurry. A little 
boy proudly carried a loaf of bread that was almost as long 
as his arm.

None of those moments would have registered if I’d 
found that perfect parking space. I still like parking close 
to the door. Old habits don’t disappear overnight. But every 
now and then, the best spot in the lot isn’t the closest one. 
It’s the one that reminds us slowing down is sometimes the 
shortest path to enjoying the day.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

East Brookfield 
Summer Concert 
series underway
EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Bandstand 

Committee is once again bringing live music to Connie 
Mack Field this summer with six free Thursday evening 
concerts celebrating local talent, classic rock, and commu-
nity traditions. Organized entirely by volunteers, the com-
mittee relies on sponsorships, food sales, and donations to 
make the annual series possible.

This year’s lineup features a variety of musical styles, 
beginning with The Otters on July 16, followed by home-
town favorites  Big Gunz  (July 23), classic rock tribute 
band  Brookfield Rhythm  (July 30), Beatles tribute  4Ever 
Fab (Aug. 6), the rotating ensemble ‘Dentity Crisis (August 
13), and the Brookfield-based rock trio  Moonlight 
Saints  closing the season on Aug. 20. Highlights include 
‘Dentity Crisis’s special performance celebrating the 45th 
anniversary of The Rolling Stones’ rehearsals at Long View 
Farm in neighboring North Brookfield, as well as the farm’s 
connections to The J. Geils Band and Aerosmith.

The East Brookfield Summer Concert Series continues to 
provide an opportunity for neighbors and visitors alike to 
gather, enjoy live music, and celebrate the community.  We 
would love to see you there! 

Girl Scout Troop 
welcomes new 

members 
 
SPENCER —  Girls entering grades Kindergarten and 

1 in the fall are invited to join Troop 65501.The troop 
meets in Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Girl 
membership registration fee is $111, and is active until 
September 30, 2027. Financial Assistance is available.  

 
Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls to learn 

about leadership, financial literacy, life skills, the outdoors, 
community service, science and technology. Girl Scout pro-
gramming is customizable for all types of learners! Previous 
Girl Scout experience is not necessary. 

 
You can register for a spot in the troop at https://go.gscwm.

org/troop65501. Questions?  E-mail  info@gscwm.org  or 
call 508-365-0115.

            
About Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 
 Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts serves 

nearly 6,000 girls in grades K through 12 with the strong 
support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 186 towns and 
cities in central and western Massachusetts. The Girl Scout 
program allows girls to discover the fun, friendship, and 
power of girls together while building their personal lead-
ership qualities. GSCWM supports girls by giving them 
extraordinary opportunities to explore, experience, and 
learn about their world and helps girls recognize that they 
are vital members of their communities.

Registration 
open for 

Brookfields 
Lions Club Golf 

Tournament
NORTH BROOKFIELD — Registration is now open for 

the 2026 Brookfields Lions Club golf tournament, accord-
ing to event chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is taking place on Saturday, Aug. 22 at 
the Quail Hollow Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Rd., 
Oakham. The four-person scramble tournament begins with 
registration at 12 p.m., followed by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 per golfer, which includes 18 holes 
of golf, cart, skins competition, closest-to-the-pin contests, 
and a meal following the tournament at Quail Hollow 
Country Club. 

Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the Brookfields 
Lions Club’s charitable programs and community service 
projects throughout the area. Through fundraising events 
such as this tournament, the club supports local organiza-
tions and individuals while carrying out the Lions’ mission 
of serving those in need.

To register a team or obtain additional information, con-
tact Marc Kokansky at 508-847-9843. Registration is open 
now through August 15.

As the world’s largest, youngest and most active service 
organization, the mission of Lions Clubs International is 
to empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet 
humanitarian needs, encourage peace, and promote inter-
national understanding. Members of the Brookfields Lions 
Club are dedicated to service and support in the communi-
ties of Brookfield, East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, and New Braintree.

 

Vendors wanted 
for flea market 

on W. Brookfield 
Common 

WEST BROOKFIELD —  The First Congregational 
Church 36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, UCC has been 
hosting their Flea Market on the town Common for more 
than 50 years. This year the Flea Market will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in 
6:30 - 8:30 a.m.). 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique 
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying out 
basements and attics!  No food vendors, please. Spaces are 
available for $40 for a 20-by-20-foot grassy spot. Vendors 
must bring their own tables and tents. The church will 
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold drinks and sweet 
treats. Email to  fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com  for an 
application or call Karen at 508-801-7692.

Mark your calendars; the tradition continues!
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

Stainless Steel Dishwasher 
with 3rd rack  

$699
• 30+ Total Wash Jets for targeted cleaning on every level
• 5 Cycles provide flexibility so you can adapt to each load
• Automatic Door Open Dry System releases water vapor 

after cycle ends for an exceptional dry.
KDTS224SPS

www.StonebridgePress.com

For 
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Call 
774-200-7308
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stonebridge 
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Ayala of North 
Brookfield 

named to Regis 
College Dean’s 

List
WESTON — Regis College today recognizes Serenity 

Ayala, Class of 2026, of North Brookfield, whose academ-
ic excellence and commitment to learning have earned 
them a place on the spring 2026 Dean’s List. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn a GPA 
of 3.5 or higher. First-year students qualify with a GPA of 
3.25 or higher.

Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph nearly a century 
ago, Regis College educates students to lead with integ-
rity, purpose, and compassion. Through an inclusive and 
innovative learning community, Regis prepares graduates 
to build meaningful careers 
and make a positive impact 
in the world.

Emmanuel College 
announces Spring 

Dean’s List 
BOSTON — In recognition of their outstanding academ-

ic achievement, Emmanuel College has named more than 
850 students to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2026 semes-
ter, including Kathy Cai of Leicester and Megan Bokis of 
North Brookfield. 

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel students 
must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or higher for a 
16-credit semester.

With more than 80 majors and areas of study, Emmanuel 
College combines outstanding classroom instruction and 
real-world experience to prepare students for lives of 
professional achievement, lifelong learning, and purpose. 
Voted the #1 college location in America in 2026 by Niche.
com, Emmanuel offers ready access to world class medical, 
cultural, and business organizations in the Heart of Boston, 
all with a tight-knit 17-acre campus and 13:1 student-to-fac-
ulty ratio. Learn more at Emmanuel.edu. 

Magician Ed 
Popielarczyk 

bringing family 
show to East 

Brookfield library
EAST BROOKFIELD — Families are invited to expe-

rience an entertaining morning of magic, balloon art, and 
comedy when magician Ed Popielarczyk visits the library 
on Thursday, Aug. 13, at 10:30 a.m.

The free program is open to all ages and will feature 
Popielarczyk’s interactive magic show, along with his 
colorful balloon creations and his unique flea circus per-
formance.

Popielarczyk has been performing magic for nearly 35 
years, delighting audiences throughout New England with a 
blend of humor, audience participation, and family-friendly 
entertainment.

Library officials encourage community members of all 
ages to attend and enjoy the performance. The event is 
designed to provide a fun and engaging experience for chil-
dren and adults alike.

Leicester’s Zavier 
Morales 

graduates from 
UMass Amherst

AMHERST — Approximately 7,000 students received 
bachelor’s degrees in more than 100 majors at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst’s Undergraduate Commencement 
on May 15 at the McGuirk Alumni Stadium. 

Among this year’s graduates was Zavier Morales of 
Leicester, who was also named to the Dean’s List for the 
Spring Semester of 2026.

East Brookfield 
seeks public input for 

Open Space and 
Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD —  The Town of East Brookfield, with assistance from the 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey to share their thoughts 
on open space, recreational opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback will 
help guide the development of the updated plan, which is required to maintain the Town’s 
eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies 
are also available at Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help shape the future of East 
Brookfield’s parks, recreation resources, and open spaces.
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OXFORD —  bank-
Hometown is pleased to 
announce the addition of 
four experienced bank-
ing professionals across 
its retail network. These 
appointments reflect the 
bank’s continued invest-
ment in customer service, 
employee development, 
and community-focused 
banking throughout Central 
Massachusetts and north-
eastern Connecticut.

  Jerusa DeBrito appoint-
ed AVP, Branch Officer in 
Leominster

Jerusa DeBrito has joined 
bankHometown as assistant 
vice president, branch offi-
cer of the bank’s 9 Sack 
Blvd., Leominster office.

With nearly 30 years of 
retail banking experience, 
DeBrito most recently 
served as AVP, bilingual 
branch manager at M&T 
Bank. She is known for 
her relationship-focused 
approach and commitment 
to serving customers and 
the community.

DeBrito serves as a 
board member of Fresh 
Start Furniture Bank and 
She’s Local and is a mem-
ber of the American Heart 
Association’s Go Red 
Awareness Committee. She 
earned a Certificate in the 
Fundamentals of Banking 
from the New England 
College of Finance and has 
participated in the Certified 
Financial Educators’ 
Financial Wellness 
Program.

 
Alison Tozzi named AVP, 

Branch Officer in Putnam
Alison Tozzi has joined 

bankHometown as assis-

tant vice president, branch 
officer of its 182 Main St., 
Putnam, Connecticut office.

Tozzi brings nearly 30 
years of banking experi-
ence to the organization. 
Most recently, she served 
as branch manager at 
KeyBank and previously 
worked as a senior personal 
banker at Bank of America. 
Her extensive background 
in branch leadership and 
customer service will sup-
port the continued success 
of the Putnam team.

 
Dhimitri Piluri joins 

Worcester Office as Branch 
Officer

Dhimitri Piluri recent-
ly joined bankHometown 
as branch officer of the 
bank’s 1001 Millbury St., 
Worcester office, bringing 
more than 10 years of bank-
ing experience to the role.

Most recently, Piluri 
served as branch manager at 
Savers Bank and previously 
held positions as a relation-
ship banker at Main Street 
Bank and Santander Bank. 
He has developed expertise 
in customer service, rela-
tionship management, and 

retail banking operations.
Piluri holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in marketing from 
La Sapienza University in 
Italy and a master’s degree 
in information technol-
ogy from Southern New 
Hampshire University. A 
strong advocate for finan-
cial education, Piluri has 
volunteered with Junior 
Achievement, assisting 
with lessons on budgeting, 
saving, credit, and loans. 
He has also participated 
in financial workshops for 
immigrants and low-in-
come families and served 
through the IRS Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.

 
Maria Baker joins 

Sturbridge office as 
Assistant Branch Manager

Maria Baker recently 
joined bankHometown as 
assistant branch manager of 
its 331 Main St., Sturbridge 
office.

Baker has 25 years of 
banking experience and 
most recently served as mar-
ket manager at Cornerstone 
Bank. Her extensive knowl-
edge of retail banking and 
customer relationship man-
agement will be an asset to 
the Sturbridge team and its 
customers.

“At bankHometown, our 
success is driven by the tal-
ented individuals who serve 
our customers and com-
munities every day,” said 
Robert Morton, president 
& CEO of bankHometown. 
“We are excited to welcome 
these accomplished banking 
professionals to our team. 
Their experience, leader-
ship, and commitment to 
relationship banking will 
strengthen our ability to 
deliver exceptional service, 
build meaningful customer 
connections, and support 
the communities we proud-
ly serve.”

           
About bankHometown
Founded in 1889, 

bankHometown is head-
quartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have 
$1.6 billion in assets and 
offer a complete line of con-
sumer and business deposit 
and lending products and 
services through 15 loca-
tions throughout Central 
Massachusetts and north-
east Connecticut.  We’re 
proud to fulfill our commu-
nity banking mission—pro-
viding individualized finan-
cial support, comprehensive 
products and services, and 
banking tools—to ensure 
our customers can unlock 
their potential and build a 

successful future.
 
Through our charitable 

giving program, The Giving 
Tree, we support non-profit 
organizations and caus-

es throughout Worcester 
and Windham Counties. 
In 2025 alone, The Giving 
Tree donated more than 
$550,000 and over the last 
decade donated more than 

$3.3 million.  bankHome-
town was named a Corporate 
Citizenship Award win-
ner by Boston Business 
Journal  for the past six 
years, reaffirming our sta-
tus as one of Massachusetts’ 
most charitable compa-
nies. Additionally, we 
were named a 2025 Top 
Place to Work award win-
ner by The Boston Globe, 
and both bankHometown 
and our parent compa-
ny, Hometown Financial 
Group, were recognized as 
five-time USA Today Top 
Workplaces award recipi-
ents. For more information, 
visit bankHometown.com.

 

j j j j j j

Paul is an adorable baby with a sweet, 
easy-going temperament. He enjoys 
teething toys and toys that he can spin 
with his hands. Paul loves sensory 
bubble timers and listening to nursery 
rhymes, and music is one of his favorite 
activities. His favorite songs are from 
“Super Simple Songs” on YouTube. 
When Paul likes a song, he will wave his 
hands around as if he is conducting an 
orchestra. Paul is easily soothed, enjoys 
engaging with others, and feels comfort-
able in new environments. His gentle 
personality and love of music make him 
a joy to be around. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/32358211403 

Can I Adopt?             
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.            

Paul 
Age 1 

Registration #9291 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY
 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu 

Taco Tuesday Aug 4 & Aug 18
Wing Wednesday Aug 12 & Aug 26

Saturday & Sunday, August 8th & 9th!

Jerusa DeBrito Alison Tozzi Dhimitri Piluri Maria Baker

bankHometown strengthens Retail Banking 
team with key leadership appointments

Bay Path 
Continuing 

Education’s fall 
catalog available
CHARLTON — We are excited to announce that the Fall 

2026 catalog is now available at  www.baypath.net/bpce. 
There is something for everyone, featuring offerings in 
trades exam preparations, continuing education, profession-
al development, health & wellness, art, food & entertaining, 
financial wellness, and much more. 

Here are some of the new classes available:
Basket Weaving
Breadmaking and more
Gluten-Free Pasta Making
Japanese Ikebana Flower Design
Professional Writing
Tai Chi
and more
Additionally, we have returning favorites including:
Line Dancing
Ballroom Dancing
Stained Glass Making
Bob Ross Art Classes
Yoga for All
Classes for Two People to Take Together
Registration Opens on July 20  – Make sure to sign up 

early for the classes that catch your interest so you don’t 
miss this opportunity! You can reach us at www.baypath.
net/bpce or call 508-248-5971, ext. 1715. Bay Path has been 
providing engaging adult continuing education classes for 
the past 30 years, conveniently located at 57 Old Muggett 
Hill Rd., Charlton.
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CHARLTON — Bay 
Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
proudly celebrated the 

graduation of 59 students 
from its Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) program 
last evening, marking a 

significant milestone in 
the program’s continued 
growth and impact.

The CTI program, 
launched in 2024, provides 
adult learners with access 
to high-quality, hands-on 
technical training designed 
to meet regional workforce 
demands. Last night’s grad-
uates represent a diverse 
group of individuals who 
demonstrated dedication, 
perseverance, and a strong 
commitment to building 
new career pathways. Many 
balanced work, family, and 
personal responsibilities 
while completing rigor-
ous 200-hour training pro-
grams that prepare them for 
immediate employment in 
high-demand industries.

“This graduating class 
represents the heart of 
what the CTI program is 
all about—opportunity, 
access, and workforce read-
iness,” said Marci Komssi, 
Program Coordinator. “We 
are incredibly proud of 
these 59 graduates and the 
determination they demon-

strated throughout the pro-
gram.”

The success of the CTI 
program is made possible 
through continued state 
investment and work-
force development part-
nerships. As part of the 
Commonwealth’s commit-
ment to economic recov-
ery and growth, $24.2 
million was awarded to 23 
organizations throughout 
Massachusetts to train 2,490 
individuals. These strate-
gic investments, led by the 
Massachusetts Workforce 
Skills Cabinet, are designed 
to expand access to career 
pathway programs and bet-
ter position residents to fill 
critical workforce needs 
across the state.

Building on this momen-

tum, Bay Path is expand-
ing its program offerings 
to reach even more adult 
learners. For the first time, 
the school will offer a 200-
hour Building Maintenance 
program in a five-week 
hybrid summer format, run-
ning from June 29 through 
July 31. This program is 
offered in partnership with 
MassHire, with applica-
tions opening this week.

Looking ahead to Fall 
2026, Bay Path will offer 
nine CTI programs, further 
increasing access to career 
training opportunities. 
These programs include:

Building Maintenance
HVAC
Culinary
Manufacturing
Auto Collision

Auto Technology
Diesel Mechanic
Welding
Electrical
Since its inception, the 

CTI program has continued 
to expand in both enroll-
ment and program diversi-
ty, attracting students from 
local communities as well 
as across the region. The 
program remains a critical 
component of Bay Path’s 
efforts to support workforce 
development and provide 
meaningful career path-
ways for adult learners.

For more information 
about the CTI program or to 
apply for upcoming oppor-
tunities, please contact 
Marci Komssi at mkoms-
si@baypath.net.

Colleen Carney

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Webster First Federal 
Credit Union has announced 
the promotion of Colleen 
Carney to Chief Risk 
Officer. The appointment 
reflects the growing impor-
tance of risk management 
within the credit union and 
recognizes Carney’s leader-
ship in supporting Webster 
First’s continued success.

“Colleen brings a strong 
and well-rounded back-
ground in banking, oper-
ations, finance, revenue 
management, and risk man-
agement,” said President 
and CEO John Thomasian, 
“As Webster First contin-
ues to demonstrate strong 
performance and sustained 
growth, the importance of a 
comprehensive and proac-
tive risk management func-
tion has never been greater. 
I am confident that Colleen 
will excel in this important 
leadership role.”

Before joining Webster 

First, she spent 10 years at 
Flagship Bank in Worcester. 
She earned a B.S. in 
Business Administration, 
magna cum laude, from 
Worcester State University.

Carney joined Webster 
First in October 2007 
as Spencer Branch 
Manager. During her ten-
ure, she earned an M.S. 
in Management from 
Worcester State University 
and later transitioned to the 
Accounting Department as 
Assistant Vice President of 
Risk Management in July 
2018. She was promoted to 
Vice President of Revenue 
in October 2020, and in 
January 2024 assumed 
responsibility for risk man-
agement as Vice President 
of Risk and Revenue. In 
this role, she expanded 
and strengthened the cred-
it union’s risk manage-
ment function, enhanced 
the work of the Risk 
Committee, and helped 
ensure that risks across the 
organization are appropri-
ately assessed, evaluated, 
mitigated, and managed. 
She is currently pursuing 
an M.S. in Enterprise Risk 
Management at Boston 
University.

Carney said “I am hon-

ored to step into the newly 
created role of Chief Risk 
Officer and grateful for 
the opportunity to help 
shape this important func-
tion for the credit union. 
Establishing this position 
reflects our continued com-
mitment to strong gover-
nance, thoughtful risk man-
agement, and long-term 
organizational strength. 
I look forward to work-
ing collaboratively across 
the organization to protect 
and support our members, 
employees, and commu-
nity while helping guide 
sound decision-making and 
responsible growth.”

About Webster First 
Federal Credit Union 
Webster First Federal Credit 
Union ranks among the 
largest credit unions oper-
ating in Massachusetts. 
Since its founding in 1928, 
Webster First has grown 
its operations, services, 
and membership to serve 
four counties across the 
state, Worcester, Essex, 
Middlesex, and Suffolk 
with branches throughout. 
For more information, visit 
websterfirst.com.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO26P2385EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

John Flannery
Date of Death: 11/05/2017

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment 
has been filed by Mark J. Flannery  
of Bellingham MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Mark J. Flannery  of Bellingham MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/25/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-

pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 23, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 7, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing– Planning 
Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2026, in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hear-
ing will be conducted in person and 
remotely on the following items start-
ing at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as can be heard:

Public Hearing Scenic Road Permit– 
Applicant: Harold Leaming-Code 
Consultants.; Owner: Samuel Shaw-
Phoenix Properties LLC: 23 William 
Casey Road, Spencer, MA, Assessor’s 
Map R01-15-2. The applicant is seek-
ing a Scenic Road Permit under 
M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 15C, to 
remove 24’ of stone wall for driveway 
access for a single family dwelling. 
The property is located within the 
Rural Residential (RR) zoning district.
July 31, 2026
August 7, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Worcester 
Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

Docket No. WO24P2982PM 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR 
EXPAND THE POWERS OF A 

CONSERVATOR 
In the interests of: 
Elaine R Allen of Sandwich , MA 
RESPONDENT Incapacitated Person/

Protected Person 
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Paul Allen of N Brookfield, 
MA  of in the above captioned matter  
requestig that the court: Expand the 
powers of a Conservator .The petition 
asks the court to make a determination 
that the powers of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be expanded, 

modified. or limited since the time of 
the appointment. The original petition 
is on file with the court.  
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appear-ance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
08/18/2026. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this 
matter without fur-ther notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your at-torney must file 
a written affidavit stat-ing the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Balley, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date:July 24, 2026
August 7, 2025

LEGALS

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates, 
expands workforce training programs

Webster First Federal 
Credit Union promotes 

Colleen Carney to 
Chief Risk Officer

Ryan Rushford 
joins Weichert, 

Realtors® - Hope 
& Associates

 
WORCESTER — Weichert, Realtors®  - Hope & 
Associates is proud to announce Ryan Rushford has joined 
their Worcester office. Rushford joins a dedicated team of 
knowledgeable agents at Weichert, Realtors®  - Hope & 
Associates, who bring many years of combined real estate 
expertise to their clients.

Weichert, Realtors®  - Hope & Associates, located at 
470 Park Ave., is an independently owned and operat-
ed affiliate of Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. For 
more information, please contact Julia Acquaah-Harrison 
at (508) 795-3885 or  jharrison@hope-homes.com. 
 
About Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. is a top real estate 
franchisor established in 2001 by Jim Weichert, president, 
chairman and CEO of Weichert Companies, which has been 
in operation since 1969. The company provides a clearly 
defined business model for operating, managing, and mar-
keting a real estate brokerage, along with industry-leading 
technology, marketing tools, and support. Its first affiliate 
opened in 2002, and the franchise network has since grown 
to over 330 offices, serving markets in over 40 states. The 
company has appeared on the Entrepreneur Franchise 500 
list as a top residential real estate franchise and been iden-
tified by Franchise Business Review as a top franchise for 
owner satisfaction 11 years in a row. For more information 
about Weichert, visit Weichert.com. For more information 
about franchise opportunities, visit WeichertFranchise.com.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOODPainting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

Brighten Your Curb Appeal 
With a Power Wash 

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. 
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts 

Call Today For A Free Estimate 
Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

www.StonebridgePress.com

REGION —  As the Bartlett 
High School Class of 1986 pre-
pares to celebrate its 40th reunion 
on Sept. 26, organizers are asking 
the community for assistance in 
locating classmates who have not 
yet been reached through social 
media or via text.

To make the process simple, 
the reunion committee has cre-
ated a short contact-information 
form and is encouraging residents, 
friends, and former classmates to 
help spread the word. If you know 
someone on the “missing class-
mates” list, organizers ask that 
you text them the link to the form 
so they can update their informa-
tion.

Contact Info Form: https://
tinyurl.com/BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you may also com-
plete the form on a classmate’s 

behalf—so long as you have their 
current contact details. Organizers 
emphasize that any help tracking 
them down is truly appreciated, 
as personal connections often suc-
ceed where digital outreach falls 
short.

A list of classmates the com-
mittee is hoping to locate appears 
below. With the community’s sup-
port, they hope every member 
of the Class of ’86 will have the 
opportunity to join this milestone 
celebration.

Peter Allain
Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek

Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto

Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher

Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok

BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s  help locating 
classmates for 40th reunion
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WORCESTER —  The 
41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour drew more 
than 250 participants who 
walked, ran, and rolled 
through the Blackstone 
Valley on June 6 and raised 
nearly $110,000 to bene-
fit  Open Sky Community 
Services, a nonprofit behav-
ioral health and human ser-
vices organization.

 
The Valley Friendship 

Tour, which starts and ends 
at Alternatives’ Whitin 
Mill, is Open Sky’s signa-
ture fundraising event for 
the agency’s nearly 150 

programs serving children, 
adults, and families with 
mental health challenges, 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, sub-
stance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and 
other complex challenges. 
Since it began just over four 
decades ago, the tour has 
raised millions in support of 
individuals and families in 
Central Massachusetts.

 
“The Valley Friendship 

Tour is a visual represen-
tation of Open Sky’s mis-
sion – individuals of all 
abilities coming togeth-

er in the community with 
purpose,” said Ken Bates, 
President & CEO of Open 
Sky Community Services. 
“We are grateful to this 
community that has been 
created over the past four 
decades and for its unwav-
ering support of our neigh-
bors throughout Central 
Massachusetts facing com-
plex challenges. Thank you 
to our participants, attend-
ees, sponsors, and staff for 
making this year’s Tour 
another one to remember.”

 
Teresa Pitaro, a resident 

of Norwood who has a fam-

ily member served by Open 
Sky, was the top fundraiser 
for the fifth year in a row. 
She raised nearly $7,000 for 
the 2026 Valley Friendship 
Tour.   

 
The individual and team 

participants of all ages and 
abilities had the option of 
a 1-mile walk, 5K run or 
walk, or a 30-mile bike 
ride through the Blackstone 
Valley. The all-day event 
featured lunch, live music, 
raffles, and entertain-
ment on the Dennis H. 
Rice Community Plaza at 
Alternatives’ Whitin Mill.

 
About Open Sky 

Community Services
 

Open Sky Community 
Services is a 501(c)3 non-
profit agency based in 
Worcester that has been 
helping individuals in our 
community achieve more 
than they imagined possi-
ble for over 50 years. The 
agency provides a wide 
range of services through-
out Central Massachusetts 
for children, adults and 
families with mental health 
challenges, intellectual and 
developmental disabili-
ties, substance 
use disorders, 
brain injury, 
homelessness, 
and other com-
plex challeng-
es. Open Sky 
C o m m u n i t y 

Services has over 1,300 
dedicated employees 
and  nearly 150  programs 
throughout the region, sup-
porting more than 8,000 
individuals annually. Open 
Sky is committed to equi-
ty and belonging, and pro-
motes a trauma-informed, 
whole-person care culture. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.open-
skycs.org.

Kristy Glover

WORCESTER —  What 
is it like to get out of pris-
on and start over? QCC 
Professor of Criminal 
Justice Kristy Glover spent 
her sabbatical researching 
this question and creating 
“Voices of Justice,” a doc-
umentary film that she pro-
duced, filmed and edited 
herself.

“Voice of Justice” fea-
tures accounts from three 
men who have firsthand 
experience with the justice 
system. The documentary 
highlights how multiple 

support systems are critical 
for re-entry, the  period of 
time when individuals are 
transitioning out of incar-
ceration. Support from fam-
ily members, community 
organizations and probation 
officers, along with raising 
awareness to reduce stig-
ma, were all mentioned as 
ways to reduce recidivism 
and influence personal and 
professional growth.

“There are so many 
things that we expect of 
individuals when they’re 
just getting released. They 
have to get a job, pay their 
monthly supervision fees 
and find a place to live,” 
Glover said.

Glover witnessed the 
re-entry process during her 
time as a parole officer for 
the state of Georgia, but the 
connection is also personal. 
Her grandfather encoun-
tered challenges when he 
was released from prison, 
which left a lasting impres-
sion on the family, includ-
ing Glover’s mother, who 
also joined law enforce-
ment, eventually becoming 

a police captain.
In the documentary, 

Glover interviews Mario 
Rivera, who spoke about 
his own re-entry expe-
rience. Rivera praised 
Worcester-area nonprofits 
such as Legendary Legacies 
and Open Sky Community 
Services for providing ser-
vices such as counseling 
and assistance with obtain-
ing a laptop and hygiene 
products. He also acknowl-
edged his family as a large 
source of support.

“Without initial help 
in the first 60 days of me 
coming home, my progress 
wouldn’t have taken off the 
way it did,” Rivera said.

Rivera didn’t wait until 
he was released to start 
preparing. He completed 
QCC’s culinary re-entry 
program, a partnership with 
the Worcester County Jail 
and House of Correction 
that teaches skills needed 
to work in food service 
and includes multiple cer-
tifications upon successful 
completion. In “Voices of 
Justice,” Rivera shared that 

during the program, he real-
ized education was a vital 
part of his path to a new 
future. After his release, he 
enrolled at QCC and in the 
Liberal Arts for Returning 
Citizens (LARC)program 
at Clark University.

“The culinary program 
has had a significant impact 
on hundreds of incarcer-
ated individuals,” said 
Worcester County Sheriff 
Lew Evangelidis. “We are 
proud to have helped Mario 
build a successful path for-
ward after incarceration.”

Anthony Bryant, who 
also appeared in “Voices of 
Justice,” has seen multiple 
sides of the criminal jus-
tice system. Before he was 
incarcerated, he held roles 
as a corrections officer, a 
deputy sheriff and a high-
way patrolman.

“Law enforcement is not 
just a job; it’s your iden-
tity. And losing that role 
can produce deep internal 
shame,” Bryant shared. 

Bryant, however, drew 
on his law enforcement 
training to stay calm and 

focused during his incarcer-
ation, using that discipline 
as a foundation for working 
to improve his life. As his 
release date approached, he 
didn’t receive any re-entry 
preparation from the prison, 
so he got ready by reading 
self-help books and journ-
aling.

After his sentence, Bryant 
relied on employment assis-
tance programs, but he was 
often steered into manual 
labor positions that didn’t 
reflect his skills, making it 
difficult to rebuild his pro-
fessional career.

In addition to family and 
community programs, both 
Bryant and Rivera said that 
a strong relationship with a 
probation or parole officer 
can make a positive differ-
ence. They noted that the 
stigma of having a criminal 
record can be detrimental to 
progress, but even one per-
son who sees past their mis-
takes can be instrumental. 
They hope others can offer 
the same grace to those who 
are going through re-entry.

“People change when 

their dignity is restored, 
responsibility  is entrusted 
gradually and their story is 
allowed to mean something 
more than their worst deci-
sion,” Bryant remarked. 
“It’s a mindset shift that 
many people and legislators 
don’t understand.”

Rivera and Bryant have 
also taken it upon them-
selves to help others with 
similar experiences. Bryant 
has become an ethics train-
er for law enforcement and 
other public service organi-
zations. Rivera has stayed 
connected with Legendary 
Legacies to educate others 
and advocate for those in 
the re-entry process.

“I’m taking account-
ability in my own life for 
the things that I’ve done,” 
Rivera said. “Some people 
might not be receptive to 
my situation, but I take it as 
motivation to do better.”

“Voices of Justice” can 
be viewed at youtube.com/
watch?v=odTT0Stx3Tg.

774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FOR RENT 
Townsend, CT 

Route 197 
10x40 mobile unit with 

12x16 porch 
Full bath, furnished 

OHA 
40+ Community 

Nice location 

$375/weekly, $1500 deposit
508-344-0732

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Jersey to Washington DC to benefit fam-
ilies of fallen police officers. He’s also 
been involved in the department’s stuff-
a-cruiser and color guard. 

Antanavica also commended Officer 
Lombardozzi for be the “go-to guy” 
for properly folding the American flag, 
one of which was presented to him as 
a memento during his retirement cere-
mony.

After receiving his retirement badge, 
Officer Lombardozzi concluded the cer-
emony with a soft-spoken note to the 
town that he may be retiring from the 
force, but he will remain a part of the 
community.

“I’ve been in town 56 years, this will 
always be my home no matter where I 
am. I just hope I represented the town as 
best I could,” he said.

LOMBARDOZZI 
continued from page  A1

QCC professor gives voice to formerly
 incarcerated in new documentary

41st Valley Friendship Tour raises nearly $110,000 for 
Open Sky Community Services 

Lorie Martiska (right), Open Sky Executive Vice President and Chief Advancement Officer, poses 
with Teresa Pitaro, the 2026 Valley Friendship Tour top fundraiser.  Pitaro, of Norwood, has been 
the top fundraiser for five years in a row and she raised nearly $7,000 for this year’s community 
event.sCourtesy

Worcester-based nonprofit Open Sky Community Services brought together over 250 partici-
pants for its 41st annual Valley Friendship Tour fundraiser.  The community event, for all ages and 
abilities, was held on June 6 in Whitinsville to support Open Sky’s programs throughout Central 
Massachusetts.
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $679,900 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic Views 
across mid-section of Webster 
Lake! View the lake from all win-
dows. Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced 
Living Room! 2 Baths. FHW Oil 
Heat! Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront!!
On Indian Point # 10

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Dudley - 3 Marshall Terrace  
A Contractor’s Opportunity! 
8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot, 
great location, est. neighbor-
hood, key resources > town 
water & sewer & natural gas in 
street.  By appointment only!

.
MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!
Webster Lake Waterfront 

22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

Experience ultra-luxury lake-
front living on prestigious 
Webster Lake. This master-
fully designed, brand-new 
construction masterpiece 
spans 2,556 square feet of 
sophisticated, two-story living 
space optimized for pano-
ramic Western water views 
and direct lake access. The 
upper level features a mag-
nificent primary bedroom 
suite, anchoring an exquisite 
year-round sunroom that 
flows seamlessly onto an ex-
pansive open deck. Designed 
for seamless entertaining, the 
lower level serves as a private 

guest floor, complete with a full second kitchen, additional bedroom, and premium fin-
ishes throughout. From morning coffee to sunset gatherings, you’ll enjoy every minute 
while overlooking the water from the lakeside deck, gorgeous covered patio, open 2nd 
story deck/sunroom. Every detail of this high-end estate redefines waterfront elegance.
MLS#73542689  $1,550,000.

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront 

“Newly Constructed” - 26 Laurelwood Dr
Up & Ready For Your Viewing!

SORRY, SOLD!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
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*4 Bedrooms
 * Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/ 

Center Island * 4 Baths
 * 24'x24' Great Room

*Meticulously Maintained 
Grounds with Pergola 

and Koi Pond
East Access to Majoy Highways

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

30 Knollwood Dr. $849,900

Featured Home- "Stonybrook Gardens"

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*3 Bedroom
*1.5 Baths 
*Fireplace
*Recessed 
Lighting

 * Family-
room w/ 
Skylight

*1.4 Acres

9 Colonial Rd $550,000

SUTTON- 7 ROOM COLONIAL

*1.5 Acres * 30’x50’ Split * 3 Full Baths 
* Finished Lower Level *Office/Familyroom 

*Catherdral Ceilings
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

CHARLTON - NEW CONSTRUCTION

*Buyer Incentive Available* &Custom Built 2800 sq. ft.
*High Energy Efficient Heating System *2.3 Acres

 * 4 Bedrooms *Hardwood Floors
277 Yew St. $799,900

DOUGLAS- SELLER RELOCATING

*2 BR Ranch * Barn/Garage * 2 Greenhouses
 * Quiet Country Setting

78 Blackmer Rd. $489,500

SOUTHBRIDGE- 17 ACRES IDEAL FOR 
HORSESE OR MINI FARM

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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WEBSTER — On Wednesday, June 10, 
Saint Joseph School Kindergarten students 
and their families gathered in the Richard 
A. Nowak Gymnasium  to celebrate an 
exciting milestone as the students partic-

ipated in their  Kindergarten Graduation 
Ceremony. Dressed proudly in tradition-
al Saint Joseph School red and white caps 
and gowns, the students processed into the 
gymnasium as family members, faculty, 
and friends looked on with pride.

The ceremony began with wel-
come remarks from Kindergarten 
Instructor,  Mrs. Alicia Maurer, followed 
by the students leading the audience in 
the  Pledge of Allegiance,  The Our 
Father, and  The Hail Mary. The gradu-
ates then showcased their talents through 
musical performances of  “One Small 
Voice,” “Hosanna!,”  and  “Kindergarten 

Graduation,”  inspired by songs from the 
beloved musical Grease.

One of the highlights of the morning 
was the students sharing what they hope to 
become when they grow up. Their dreams 
reflected both creativity and ambition, with 
students sharing aspirations of becom-
ing  teachers, singers, a nurse, police offi-
cer, astronaut, soccer player, veterinarian, 
zoologist, artist, baker, banker, builder, con-
struction worker, gymnastics coach, balleri-
na teacher, dog sitter, reading teacher, and 
even a Savannah Bananas baseball play-
er. The wide variety of responses brought 
smiles to the audience and served as a 
reminder of the limitless potential within 
this special group of students.

The ceremony concluded with the 
presentation of graduation certificates 
by  Principal Beth Boudreau, followed by 
a special slideshow celebrating memorable 
moments from the school year and the 
many accomplishments of the Kindergarten 
Class of 2026.

This year, 23 students proudly advanced 
to First Grade: Joel Anobah, Gloria Basha, 
Wesley Goulet, Maeve Haynes, Anna 
Berry, Zuzanna Bialik, Faustyna Kicilinski, 
Giovanni Laramee, Alex Chruslicki, Emy 
Corbin, Lillith Marchand, Elliette Nowicki, 
Sadie Dejordy, Milena Deptula, Eve Pytko, 
Sonny Saad, Marcus DiTullio-Cedeno, 
Sophia Dowd, Robert Thrun, Brody 
Walker, Charles Dziedzic, Aceson Wright, 
and Emilia Dziobak.

Saint Joseph School Kindergarten stu-
dents are taught by  Mrs. Alicia Maurer, 
with the support of  Mrs. Sandra Gibson, 

whose dedication, encouragement, and care 
helped prepare these young learners for a 
successful transition into First Grade.

Congratulations to the Saint Joseph 
School Kindergarten Class of 2026. We 
wish each of these students continued suc-
cess as they begin the next chapter of their 

educational journey!

774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/7 & SATURDAY 8/8

LOBSTER 
ROLL 

AFTER 5PM

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 

Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting

Hexmark Taver n  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

LOTS OF
GREAT DEALS!

STOREWIDE SALE!

BIKE SALE!
TAX-
FREE 

WEEKEND 
HOURS:
SAT, AUG 8th 

8:00am-9:00pm
SUN, AUG 9th 

9:00am-9:00pm

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

FOR RENT 
Townsend, CT 

Route 197 
10x40 mobile unit with 

12x16 porch 
Full bath, furnished 

OHA 
40+ Community 

Nice location 

$375/weekly, $1500 deposit
508-344-0732

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

PEACHES!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.
$8.00 minimum purchase

Saint Joseph School celebrates Kindergarten Class of 2026

Courtesy

The Saint Joseph School Kindergarten Class of 2026 proudly displays their graduation certificates following their ceremony on Wednesday, June 10, in the Richard A. Nowak Gymnasium.  


