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DUDLEY — Webster 
natives and co-founders 
of  the Massachusetts 
Walking Tour Mark 
Mandeville and Raianne 
Richards have part-
nered with The Last 
Green Valley and Local 
4 Life for a very special 
“Walking Tour” event on 
the Quinebaug River Rail 
Trail in Dudley. 

This event is part of  the 
very popular Walktober - 
a regional fall collection 
of  walks, paddles, lec-
tures and other events 
to connect people with 
the abundant and diverse 
natural, historical and 

cultural resources with-
in eastern Connecticut 
and south-central 
Massachusetts. The event 
will run from 1-4 p.m. 
with the approximate 
schedule of   gathering 
and welcome 1 – 1:15 p.m.; 
walk 1:15 – 2:15 pm; activ-
ities and concert 2:15 – 4 
p.m. The nature walk will 
be 2-miles round-trip to 
“Ken’s Bridge” on easy, 
mostly flat terrain suit-
able for strollers. Local 
4 Life will then lead a 
hands-on take-home kids 
activity to craft mason 
bee hotels (while supplies 
last). Light refreshments 

will be offered after the 
walk with an opportu-
nity to visit with local 
partners like The Last 
Green Valley and others. 
Acoustic music will be 
performed by acclaimed 
local artists Mark 
Mandeville and Raianne 
Richards, accompa-
nied by members of  
the Walking Tour band; 
attendees are welcome to 
bring a chair or blanket 
for the concert (can be 
left in the car or at the 
gathering space during 
the walk). Meet at the end 
of  Blue Herron Rd. in 
Dudley (off  New Boston 

Rd) for all activities; trail 
kiosk is located near the 
end of  the cul-de-sac. 

Street parking is avail-
able on Blue Herron 
Road and in the sur-
rounding neighbor-
hood. Alternative park-
ing for those who don’t 
mind a longer walk can 
be found in the small 
lot off  Schofield Ave in 
Dudley and along the 
driveway of  the Webster 
Water Treatment Plant 
in Webster. See www.
markandraianne.com 
for more information. 

Dudley to hold 
third budget 
override vote 

Aug. 17
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — Dudley voters will be called to the polls 
one more time to determine the fate of  the Fiscal Year 
2024 budget on Thursday, Aug. 17, where one final spe-
cial election will present a menu-style list of  funding 
priorities for citizens to consider.

This will be the third budget override vote in Dudley 
in 2023 after two prior votes in April and June both 
failed to earn voter support. Dudley has been left with 
a budget approved at a town meeting on May 22 that 
was not contingent upon the override vote. This budget 
implemented 10 percent cuts to every department in 
town. That is the budget Dudley has been working with 
in the new fiscal year. However, that budget was deemed 
out of  balance when the Dudley Charlton Regional 
School Committee only made minor cuts to its assess-
ment, sending back a spending plan that was $901,683 
higher than Dudley anticipated. Dudley attempted to 
rectify the difference during a special town meeting on 
July 24; however, voters chose not to support the school 
assessment and instead implemented minor changes 
to the budget that still leaves the overall spending plan 
out of  balance and the school budget in limbo.

The town has set a special election for Aug. 17 that 
will include override votes for the school assessment 
and four other items. Each item is meant to establish 
the priorities of  the town by providing separate over-
ride options for different departments. The menu-style 
override vote will seek funding for emergency services, 
the library, the highway department, municipal ser-
vices, and the school assessment. Voters can choose to 
support all five questions or only vote in favor of  the 
services they want to support. Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda confirmed that nothing has changed on 
the ballot despite the recent changes made at the July 
24 town meeting and that the town budget remains out 
of  balance. 

If  the school assessment is not approved on Aug. 
17, the Dudley Charlton Regional School District has 
called for a Super Town Meeting which would be held 
on Aug. 23. This meeting would bring the voters of  
Dudley and Charlton together to decide on the assess-
ment which Dudley town leaders are confident will 
pass at that meeting. This would legally bind Dudley 
to apply the assessment. Without the override votes, 
this would lead to cuts decimating emergency services 
and possibly closing or severely limiting the Pearle 
L. Crawford Memorial Library. However, if  any of  
the five items are approved on Aug. 17, town officials 
have implied they will be added to the budget and held 
harmless even if  the school budget passes at a Super 
Town Meeting. 

Town Administrator Ruda said as a town official and 
a citizen he feels there’s a lot at stake. 

“Passage of  all five ballot questions, not just one or 
a few, has an impact on the entire Town budget. My 
primary concern, beyond the obvious concern for our 
community such as providing a reasonable level of  
police, paramedic, fire, and rescue coverage, is also the 
proper staffing of  public safety, and the occupational 
safety of  our first responders. I’m concerned about 
Question 2 for the highway: snow and ice removal 
and road maintenance, not just so that school buses 
can safely pass, and we can all get to work, but so that 
public safety staff  can respond to the chimney fires 
that occur in the winter, and the car broken down in 
the middle of  January, or the elderly neighbor with 
chest pains from shoveling snow. Funding the library 
does much more than keeping it open. Question 4 for 
the library frees-up funding for two Police Officers 
and two Career Firefighters and provides for health 
inspections. It all fits together; all five of  the questions. 
Asking people to vote to pay more in taxes is a massive 
challenge to say the least. Opponents of  tax increases 
have the clear upper hand.  In some cases, all it takes is 
a statement from those who oppose it like, ‘The Town 
has the money’ or ‘we all know where the money’s 
going’ to trick voters into thinking that voting against 
funding a question will result in no change in the level 
of  service that they will receive. I’m here to tell you as a 
lifelong resident, as a public servant, as I guy who cares 
about our community, please don’t make that mistake,” 
said Ruda.

Ruda confirmed there are as many as 32 possible 
scenarios that could arise from the different potential 
voting results on Aug. 17. One of  those results could 
be that the school budget is the only item that fails. If  
that is the case and the budget is approved at the Super 
Town Meeting Ruda said the town will need to look 
inward to fit the funding within the established budget.

“It is likely that the Super Town Meeting will pass 
the full school assessment, including the additional 
$901,683 and that amount will need to be taken from 
the municipal side,” said Ruda. “Based on all the dif-
ferent scenarios of  some questions passing and some 
failing, it’s difficult to say definitively how the Town 
will make up the school assessment money, other than 
to say it will need to take it from the municipal side of  
the budget.”

The date of  the Super Town Meeting was confirmed 
during a meeting of  the Dudley Charlton Regional 
School Committee on Aug. 1 where district officials 
admitted there was still uncertainty and a lack of  clar-

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 OXFORD — After a 
process that had to be 
restarted when Town 
Meeting rejected leaving 
civil service, the select-
men unanimously chose 
Westboro Lt. Michael 
Daniels to be the next 
local police chief  on Aug. 
3. 

Pending contract nego-
tiations, he will replace 
Tony Saad who retired at 
the end of  June. Since 
then, the chief ’s job is 
being temporarily done 
by Lt. Jeromy Grneit. 
The board interviewed 
two other finalists that 
night: John Fraher and 
Benjamin Murphy.

“There may be some 
angst about an external 
chief  coming in, but I’m 
going to take care of  [the 
department] and take 
care of  the community,” 

Daniels said. 
Regarding the same 

issue, Daniels had earli-
er stated, “I will ensure 
that … if  I retire from 
here or you guys don’t 
want me, your next police 
chief  will be an internal 
candidate.” 

To do that, he said he 
has already drafted a 
career development plan 
for the command staff  
based on identifying 
what individuals’ talents 
are and encouraging 
those talents. He noted 
he’s worked with some 
Oxford officers in various 
regional capacities.

“My job as a leader is 
to find your strength and 
boost that strength and 
support you,” he said, 
noting he’s seen over 
his years that doing that 
“you’re going to get a lot 
out of  them.”

Daniels has been in 

Westboro about 22 years, 
and was also a dispatcher 
there in college. Between 
those two stints, he put 
himself  through the acad-
emy, served as an officer 
at Bentley University 
then in Bolton. Of  the 
former, he said it’s focus 
on community engage-
ment “helped me mold 
my philosophy,” while the 
latter “taught me how to 
start and finish a proj-
ect” since he was often 
the only officer on a call. 

Back in Westboro, he 
rose through the ranks 
and held a wide range of  
responsibilities includ-
ing “every single assign-
ment nobody wanted.” 
The latter, he said, largely 
came from his statement 
to the then-chief  that 
he wanted to become a 
chief; that man pledged to 
prepare him for a chief ’s 
role within three years.  

(Daniels was then just 
promoted to sergeant.)

Daniels said he hopes 
to do the same here. For 
starters, though, he said 
his 90-day goal is to “gain 
the trust of  the people of  
Oxford” and the depart-
ment itself  through 
“open communication.” 
He intends to rapidly 
meet with all depart-
ment heads, the schools 
(including Bay Path) and 
attend as many commu-
nity events as possible. 
Such engagement is one 
of  his top priorities; 
he said “The people of  
Oxford deserve to know 
what their police depart-
ment is doing,” and that 
includes posting depart-
ment policies online. He 
cited the master plan’s 
goal of  “building commu-
nity spirit,” noting “This 
is a very tight-knit com-

AUBURN — In sup-
port of  local nonprofits 
508 Forever Young Inc. 
and the CASA Project of  
Worcester, Webster Five 
branches are collecting 
backpacks and school 
supplies to donate to 
Worcester County stu-
dents in need. Donations 
will be accepted until 
Friday, Aug. 4, leading 
up to 508 Forever Young’s 
Back to School Backpack 
Giveaway on Saturday, 
Aug. 5.

Collection bins custom-
er and public donations 
are present in each of  
Webster Five’s branches. 

Mark Mandeville and Rianne Richards

Walktober comes to Dudley Rail Trail

“My job as a leader is to find your strength”
OxfOrd selects Mike daniels as pOlice chief

Webster Five supports students in need 
in time for first day of school

Courtesy

Samaris Escobar, Relationship Banker and one of the backpack project leads, at the Webster 
branch, located on Thompson Road.

Turn To WALKTOBER page     A13

Turn To DANIELS page     A13

Turn To WEBSTER FIVCE page     A16 Turn To VOTE page     A12



WORCESTER — The Pre-
Teen Session of  the Youth 
Summer Program (YSP) 
at The Hanover Theatre 
and Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts presents 
“Fiddler on the Roof  JR.” on 
Friday, Aug. 12 at 2 and 6 p.m. 
The cast includes Auburn 
youth Owen Brooks (Mendel) 
and Jacqueline Murphy (Lazar 
Wolf ’s Niece). 

 Featuring iconic and 
beloved songs such as 
“Sunrise, Sunset,” “If  I Were a 
Rich Man” and “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,”  this adaptation 
of  “Fiddler on the Roof  ” is the 
perfect mix of  audience-pleas-
ing humor and heart. The nine-
time Tony®-Award-winning 
Broadway musical follows 
Tevye the milkman as he tries 
to protect his daughters and 

his way of  life from a chang-
ing world. “Fiddler on the 
Roof  JR.” tackles the universal 
theme of  tradition in ways that 
reach across barriers of  race, 
class, nationality and religion. 

 Tickets for “Fiddler on the 
Roof  JR.” are $18. Seating 
is general admission. For 
more information, visit 
TheHanoverTheatre.org or 
contact the box office at 877-
571-7469. 

About The Hanover Theatre 
and Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts

Since opening in 2008, The 
Hanover Theatre has enter-
tained more than two mil-
lion guests with Broadway 
musicals, comedy headlin-
ers, music, dance and more. 
POLLSTAR consistently ranks 
The Hanover Theatre as one of  
the top theatres in the world. 
The award-winning historic 
theatre continues to establish 
its place as a world-class center 
for the performing arts, a venue 
for local cultural and civic 
organizations and a catalyst 
for the revitalization of  down-
town Worcester. The Hanover 
Theatre’s facilities at 551 Main 
St. house function spaces, offic-
es and The Hanover Theatre 
Conservatory. 

The Hanover Theatre 
Conservatory provides perfor-

mance opportunities, classes, 
and individual instruction 
in theatre, dance and tech-
nical theatre and design to 
more than 500 young people 
and adults from across cen-
tral Massachusetts each year. 
Established in 2016, the con-
servatory cultivates individ-
ual attention, ignites creativ-
ity and inspires confidence 
through arts education led by 
outstanding teaching artists. 
The state-of-the-art facility 
includes classrooms, rehearsal 
and teaching studios, and tech 
and costume labs for 
advanced education in 
stage craft and design. 
Students receive access 
to master classes with 
national touring artists 
and gain professional 
experience from per-
formance opportu-
nities with THT Rep 
and on The Hanover 
Theatre’s world-class 
stage. THTC believes 
in access to arts edu-
cation for all and pro-
vides financial aid for 
those in need. Many 
conservatory students 
have continued their 
pursuit of  the arts 
at institutions such 
as Emerson College, 
Boston University, 

NYU, Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee, Berklee College of  
Music, Hofstra, Hartt School 
at the University of  Hartford, 
Marymount Manhattan 
College, Syracuse University 
and more. 

 Worcester Center for 
Performing Arts, a regis-
tered not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, owns and oper-
ates The Hanover Theatre 
and Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts.  All dona-
tions are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law. 

2  •  Stonebridge PreSS  •  www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, August 11, 2023

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Looking for a 
perfect match 

to your Engagement ring?
Let us Help!

 Choose from our In Stock items  
or Custom Design Options

BUY ONE WEDDING BAND  
GET ONE 50% OFF

Discount on lower priced item.  
Must have coupon at time of purchase. 

 Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/26/23

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com | TUES, WED, FRI 10-5 • THURS 10-6 • SAT 10-3

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

WE’VE 
MOVED

Buy on 
Aug 12 

Tax Free

OCEAN 
Meet Ocean, the cutest pup around! Ocean is a bit nervous at first, and 

would do best with teens or adults in her fur-ever home. 
She loves squeaky toys and treats, which definitely help her come out 

of her shell! Ocean is a mixed breed dog, and we think she will stay on the 
small-medium size. Apply for this sweet baby today! 

Start the process to meet them today at www.BaypathHumane.org.

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER

QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, Aug. 5, the upper 
parking lot of  Westville Dam recreational area in 
Southbridge was filled with cars from Masonic fami-
ly members from the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge and 

the Doric Chapter of  Southbridge. 
Both highly respected organizations have been 

organizing this great family event since 1991. Also, 
in attendance were guests from The Clara Barton 
Chapter of  the Order of  the Eastern Star of  Oxford. 
Clara Barton is the founder of  the American 
Red Cross. She was born and raised in Oxford 
Massachusetts and helped to nurse hundreds of  
soldiers during the civil war. She was given the nick-
name the “Angel of  the Battlefield.” 

It was a beautiful summer day for this gathering 
of  Masonic family and friends. All enjoyed the walk-
ing trails and the beauty of  the area. Children were 
running around, and games were played by young 
and old. Most pleasant of  all was the tasty food and 
the comradery had by all.  If  you are interested and 
would like more information about Freemasonry, 
go to www.massfreemasonary.org and find a lodge 
nearest you. 

Courtesy

Members of the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge/the Doric Chapter and their families, friends and special guests, The ladies of the Clara Barton Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star of 
Oxford. All enjoying the cool breeze at one of Westville Dam recreational area pavilions. 

Annual Masonic Cookout still going strong 
after 32 years

Local students 
receive Bachelor’s 

degrees from 
UMass Amherst
  
AMHERST — Approximately 5,500 

students received bachelor’s degrees 
in over 100 majors at the University 
of  Massachusetts Amherst’s 
Undergraduate Commencement on May 
26 at the McGuirk Alumni Stadium. 

Below is a list of  students from your 
area who earned a degree.

OXFORD
Fawad Ghani
Kathryn Rose Horan
Liam Killian Loughlin
Catherine A Moineau
Anita Ren
Eric Anthony Stevens
Ryan Turner

WEBSTER
Patrick Matthew Denert
Adam J Howard
Jessica Marie Lorkiewicz
Alexandra Victoria Sobczak
Heidi Michelle Zelayandia

Auburn youth featured in Hanover Theatre’s 
“Fiddler on the Roof JR.”



Missing classmates sought for Auburn 
High School 50th class reunion

AUBURN — What do you do when you are the largest class to graduate Auburn High School about 
to celebrate a 50th year Class Reunion but are having trouble locating classmates?  You adopt the Milk 
Carton Missing theme and bring attention to your event.

The hope is that fellow classmates, family members, or friends of  the missing will share the word local-
ly, or on social media including Instagram or Twitter, and help get the word out that Saturday, Sept. 9 at 
the Auburn Elks, 754 Southbridge Street is the place to be if  you are one of  the members of  this spirited 
class. The reunion starts with cocktails from 4:00 to 6:00 in the upstairs hall and features a buffet dinner 
to follow.  

Missing classmates include Cathy Anderson, Deborah Barrette, David Brick, Linda Charest, Shelly 
Connor, Michael Connor, Cynthia Delorme, Robin Dunn, Charlene Ecklund, Kristine Enquist, Susan 
Fornari, Stephen Freeborn, Pamela Gasper, Darlene Gilbert, Deborah Gonyea, Michael Hanratty, 
Patricia Hartnett, David Haskell, Norma Huckins, Leanne Ivashek, Warren Jannson, Alan Johnson, 
Kathryn Johnson, Michael Kelly, Arthur Kimball, Ronald Kimball, Suzanne LaPlante, Lois Lee, Vera 
Mainheit, Steven Malone, Claire Martell, Kenneth Menard, Mary Menard, Warren Miller, Jeffrey 
Mills, James Mioduszewski, Bruce Molina, Patricia Morrissey, John Muzzy, Kenneth Nichols, Michael 
O’Leary, Deborah Olsen, Loda Perron, Richard Pineault, Katherine Plume, Jeffrey Poirier, Karen Pollett, 
Wayne Richards, Joanna Robidou, Kathleen Rockwood, Wendy Rudman, John Ryan, Russell Ryan, Paul 
Sarsfield, Steven Scott, Michael Shannon, Nancy Sheridan, Maureen Smith, Brian Spafford, Peter Starr, 
and Susan Walton 

In addition to being the largest class to graduate Auburn High, other memorable events include winning 
the state championship in golf  and having the last Auburn team to win a State Hockey Championship.  
The Hockey team 
was recently hon-
ored at a 50th 
anniversary cele-
bration at Hogan 
Arena.

The cost is 
$30 per person. 
C o n f i d e n t i a l 
scholarship funds 
are available.  
Please make your 
requests and RSVP 
by Aug. 28. 

For reservations, 
please contact 
Eileen (Pickett) 
A l e x a n d r o v 
via Email: 
A r o r a s p e a k s @
charter.net 

Anyone having 
information on 
locations of  class-
mates who may 
have moved from 
the area please 
send contact 
info by email to 
Hammond.alanj@
gmail.com.   There 
is also a Facebook 
page listed as AHS 
Class of  ’73 Class 
Reunion.

DUDLEY — Nichols 
College President Glenn 
M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M, 
has announced the 
appointment of  Suzanne 
B. Hofmann as Vice 
President for Marketing 
and Communications, 
effective July 3. Hofmann, 
who brings more than 25 
years of  higher educa-
tion marketing and com-
munications experience, 
will add a strong depth of  
knowledge and expertise 
to President Sulmasy’s 
senior leadership team 
and play an instrumen-
tal role in supporting the 
strategic priorities out-
lined in the College’s new 
Embracing Greatness 
strategic plan.

Most recently, Hofmann 
served as Senior 
Director for Executive 
Communications at 
College of  the Holy 
Cross in Worcester, 
Mass., as well as Senior 
Writer and Strategic 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Advisor for the Office 
of  the President at the 
University of  Richmond 
in Richmond, Va., 
where she also served 
as Special Assistant to 
the Vice President for 
Planning and Policy. In 
these roles, she was the 
primary speechwriter, 
secured national and 
international media 
placements, assisted in 
strategic planning and 
executed special projects. 
Previously, she served as 
Assistant Vice President 
of  Advancement 
Communications and 
Marketing at Merrimack 
College in Andover, where 
she oversaw the annual 
giving, donor and alumni 
relations teams and man-
aged class reunions. She 
has led communications 
teams at the University 
of  Buffalo, Lehigh 
University and The 
Governor’s Academy, and 

brings years of  market-
ing and communications 
consulting experience 
for nonprofits and family 
offices.

At Nichols, Hofmann 
will oversee Nichols’ 
marketing, communi-
cations and branding 
efforts and shape strat-
egies that will amplify 
the College’s standing 
regionally and national-
ly, and she will identify 
new marketing opportu-
nities and develop and 
implement marketing 
initiatives to build and 
strengthen the College’s 
brand. She will also be 
engaged with sharing the 
story of  the Embracing 
Greatness strategic plan 
and its commitment to 
creating career-ready 
leaders through a trans-
formative, real-world 
education.

The Embracing 
Greatness strategic plan 
will position the College 

for growth and transfor-
mation. It includes review 
and renewal of  academic 
and athletic program-
ming, infrastructure 
updates and forthcoming 
development campaigns. 
Today, with the College’s 
strategic expansion of  
programs in new tech-
nologies and experien-
tial learning, Nichols is 
already gaining increased 
recognition. The College 
recently reported a 
recording-breaking Class 
of  2027, which will be 
one of  the largest class-
es in 15 years, featuring 
significantly higher GPA, 
increased numbers of  
resident students, and 
more. Hofmann will play 
a key role in building 
on the College’s momen-
tum and accelerating 
the expansion of  the 
College’s prominence.

Hofmann holds a 
Master of  Nonprofit 
Studies degree from the 

University of  Richmond 
and a Bachelor of  Arts 
degree in English 
from the University of  
Maine. She and her hus-
band, Glenn, reside in 
Northborough.

About Nichols College
Nichols College has 

earned business accred-
itation from the pres-
tigious Association of  
Advance Collegiate 
Schools of  Business 
(AACSB International), 
the longest-serving glob-
al accrediting body for 
b u s i n e s s 
s c h o o l s 
and the 
l a r g e s t 
b u s i n e s s 
education 
n e t w o r k 
connecting 
l e a r n e r s, 
educators, 
and busi-
n e s s e s 
worldwide. 
F o u n d e d 

in 1815, Nichols College 
transforms today’s 
students into tomor-
row’s leaders through a 
dynamic, career-focused 
business and profession-
al education. Nichols 
offers real-world learn-
ing focused on profes-
sional depth - combined 
with vibrant living, com-
petitive athletics, and 
an unmatched alumni 
advantage - equipping 
students to exceed their 
own expectations. www.
nichols.edu
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LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/02/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

6-month 5.15
9-month 5.25
1-year 5.30

FOR SALE 
2 folding 

electric bikes
Excellent condition

Great for RVs. 
Transports easily. 
Call 508-439-1234

 for details

WEBSTER — South 
Worcester County 
Communications Center 
Director Gregory Lynskey 
along with Webster 
Police Chief  Michael 
Shaw and Webster Fire 
Chief  Brian Hickey are 
pleased to announce 
that major upgrades to 
the Public Safety Radio 
Communications System 
in Webster are coming in 
the near future. 

Following many years 
of  planning, the Webster 
Public Safety Agencies 
will transition from 
antiquated analog radio 
channels to P25 digital 
radio channels effective 
August 14, 2023. These 
upgrades are a major 
step in improving oper-
ational safety for First 
Responders in the com-
munity and bring the 
Webster Public Safety 

Departments in com-
pliance with nation-
al Public Safety Radio 
Interoperability stan-
dards. 

Director Lynskey stat-
ed, “This is a major mile-
stone in what has been 
a seven-year project that 
would not have been pos-
sible without the support 
and assistance of  the State 
911 Department through 
grant funding opportuni-
ties as well as the sup-
port of  the residents of  
the Town of  Webster who 
approved local funding 
for this project at sever-
al town meetings. While 
this milestone does not 
mark project completion, 
it is a substantial portion 
of  the project. Additional 
improvements to the sys-
tem will continue over 
the next year with full 
project completion antic-

ipated by Summer, 2024. 
We are extremely pleased 
to have such a great work-
ing relationship with 
both the communities we 
serve and the State 911 
Department, as is evi-
denced by their contin-
ued funding support to 
improving Public Safety 
in Webster and Dudley.” 

Director Lynskey added 
that funding for this proj-
ect consisted of  $139,467 
in State 911 Support & 
Incentive Grant funding 
and $582,171 in State 911 
Regional Development 
Grant funding. Grant 
funds were obtained over 
a total of  eight years 
through seven different 
awards. Additionally, 
a total of  $378,000 was 
approved between the 
May, 2022 and May, 2023 
Webster Annual Town 
Meetings. The total proj-

ect costs were $1,100,000. 
Chief  Shaw stated, “I 

am thankful to SWCCC 
Director Lynskey for 
all of  his hard work in 
achieving this milestone. 
The anticipated improve-
ment in our communi-
cations is something the 
officers have been look-
ing forward to for a very 
long time. I have no doubt 
this will have a positive 
impact on our depart-
ment in terms of  officer 
safety.”

Chief  Hickey stated, 
“Radio communications 
on the fire ground are no 
longer just another tool in 
the toolbox, they are criti-
cal to life safety, and every 
move we make towards a 
reliable and dependable 
system is essential to the 
well-being of  our fire-
fighters.” 

At the same time 

that Webster Police and 
Webster Fire radio chan-
nels will transition to 
digital, the Webster EMS 
channel will also transi-
tion their radio channel 
to digital communica-
tions. 

While there are no 
plans to encrypt any of  
the public safety radio 
channels and while the 
operating frequencies 
will not change, we must 
note that many older 
home scanners will not 
be capable of  receiving 
the new digital channels. 
Residents who wish to 
monitor the public safe-
ty departments via a 
home scanner will need 
to ensure their current 
scanner, or any newly 
purchased scanner, is 
capable of  receiving P25 
digital transmissions. 

The South Worcester 

County Communications 
Center has also obtained 
funding to upgrade the 
Public Safety Radio 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Systems in the Town 
of  Dudley, however due 
to delays in necessary 
equipment, a transition 
date for Dudley has not 
yet been determined. 

Webster Public Safety 
P25 Digital Radio 
Frequency Information: 

Webster Police Ch. 1: 
156.210 MHz – _Network 
Access Code: 094 

Webster Police Ch. 2: 
155.7375 MHz – _Network 
Access Code: 371 

Webster Fire: 153.860 
MHz – _Network Access 
Code: 100 

Webster EMS: 155.400 
MHz – _Network Access 
Code: 100

Upgrades to Webster police, fire, 
and EMS radio systems forthcoming

Nichols College appoints Suzanne B. Hofmann  
as VP of Marketing and Communications



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs: 

9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wed: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Fri: 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
 Want to receive updates about 

our upcoming events? Sign up for email 
alerts by visiting our website or contact-
ing our Program Coordinator Randa 
Cox at rcox@cwmars.org.

Spice Club is back!!! 
Each month will feature a new spice, 

recipes, and cookbooks. Stop by the 
lobby to grab a sample of  that month’s 
spice, then take it home and cook! 
August Spice is Lavender! 

Open Garden hours Monday- Friday 
from 9:00 AM- 10:00 AM

Come and help water and weed our 
new teaching garden! Watch everything 
grow!

Adult Programming
YOGA WITH JULIE – Tuesday August 

15th,and 29th at 6:15 PM 
Join Julie at the Gladys E. Kelly 

Library for a vinyasa yoga class for 
all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga 
translates to the “uniting of  movement 
with breath”. A typical class involves 
centering the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement of  the body to 
release energetic blockages, and, finally, 
rest and relaxation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

ADULT BOARDGAME NIGHT--- 
Monday August 28th —6:00 PM

Come in and play games with other 
board game enthusiasts. Learn a new 
one, or play one you know and help 
others learn!

CATNIP JUNKIES--- August 17th 6:00 
PM

 The Catnip Junkies are a New 
Orleans style swing band whose motto 
is to bring the streets of  New Orleans to 
the streets of  New England! Their show 
is a colorful three ring circus of  sorts 
as they share their version of  some of  
your favorite songs. The trombone, Sax, 
Seusophone, Banjo, piano, dancing and 
shenanigans will leave you smiling all 
the way home!

 
ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROUP—August 21st at 6:30 PM
 This month’s book discussion 

will be on Monday August 21st at 6:30 
PM in the Library’s Community Room. 
The Group will be discussing The 
Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty. 
Stop by the library, or reach out by 
phone at 508-949-3880, or by email to 
rcox@cwmars.org for inquiries.

TASTING CLASS FOR ADULTS : 
SALSA---- August 22nd at 6:00 PM

This short tasting class will have 
you chopping up tomatoes, onions, and 
more!  We will be using what we’ve 
grown in the library’s garden, and sup-
plementing from local farms. Chips will 
be provided. Bring your own container 
if  you would like to take it home.

TASTING CLASS FOR ADULTS: 
PESTO---- August 31st at 6:00 PM

 This short tasting class will 
have you us working with the Charlie 
Cart’s Vitamix to make different kinds 
of  Pesto. We will 
be using what 
we’ve grown in the 
library’s garden, 
and supplementing 
from local farms. 
Please note, nuts 
and dairy will be 
used.

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

SUMMER EATS—August  10th, 15th, 
16th, 17th at 12:00 PM

 A totally free-of-charge pro-
gram that provides free meals to all kids 
and teens, ages 18 and under, at loca-
tions all across Massachusetts during 
the summer months. Part of  Project 
Bread, the Massachusetts’ Department 
of  Education, and local school and com-
munity meal providers.

OUTDOOR MESSY PLAY---- August 
10th, 17th 24th, 31st  at 3:30 PM

Messy Outdoor Play is back! We sup-
ply the messy materials for your chil-
dren to play with, along with a hose for 
washing off  outside afterwards! This 
program is extremely messy, please 
dress in something you don’t mind get-
ting dirty or stained.

MAKER MONDAYS – Mondays from 
3:30-4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have a vari-
ety of  craft materials available to put 
your creativity to the test! Every month 
we will rotate our craft material, stop in 
to see what we’re making this month! 

MINI STEM-CHALLENGE – Tuesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 PM

 Join us every Tuesday for a 
self-guided STEM-based building chal-
lenge, appropriate for all ages. Younger 
kids should bring a parent. Instruction 
sheets will be provided. Contact Andrew 

at 508-949-3880, or atai@cwmars.org for 
more details.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES---  August 
16th at 10:00 AM

Come sing, dance, and make music 
with Lainey Hanlon! Geared for chil-
dren ages 2-5 and their caregivers, but 
all ages welcome! Funded by the Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library.

LITTLE WIGGLES AND GIGGLES ---- 
August 10th and 17th at 10:00 AM

Ages 6-23 months. Come sing, dance, 
and make music with Lainey Hanlon! 
Funded by the Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

TASTING CLASS FOR KIDS: SALSA-
--- August 22nd at 3:30 PM

This short tasting class will have 
you chopping up tomatoes, onions, and 
more!  We will be using what we’ve 
grown in the library’s garden, and sup-
plementing from local farms. Chips will 
be provided. Bring your own container 
if  you would like to take it home.

TASTING CLASS FOR KIDS: PESTO-
--- August 31st at 3:30 PM

 This short tasting class will 
have you us working with the Charlie 
Cart’s Vitamix to make different kinds 
of  Pesto. We will be using what we’ve 
grown in the library’s garden, and sup-
plementing from local farms. Please 
note, nuts and dairy will be used.
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Dudley parts ways with Library 
Director

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — A lot of  talk has focused on the future of  the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library, which 
depends heavily on the results of  the Aug. 17 special election in Dudley. However, even if  the library is 
fully funded it will see new leadership as Library Director J. Drucilla Carter and the Town of  Dudley 
have agreed to part ways.

In a letter provided by the town dated June 30, Dudley officials informed Carter that because of  the 
Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library being unfunded for Fiscal Year 2024 her contract would not be 
renewed. The letter confirmed that Carter, per her contract, would be paid for 90 days and provided 90 
days of  health insurance. The news was further confirmed by the Library Board of  Trustees during a 
meeting on July 15, who acknowledged the need for a new Library Director. The Trustees have confirmed 
that Youth Services Librarian Lida Carroll has taken on additional responsibilities in the absence of  
a full-time Director. Dudley has no plans to hire a new director until after the Aug. 17 special election 
where five override items, including funding the library, will be determined by the will of  the voters.

Town Administrator Jonathan Ruda offered few details into Carter’s departure as it is a personnel 
matter handled through the town’s Human Resources protocols. Ruda did confirm that the library does 
not have an acting Director and that if  the library receives its funding the Trustees will oversee the 
hiring process. 

“The Trustees are working with existing staff  to manage the library until an affirmative override can 
move the hiring process forward - The Library Director’s salary was funded to Oct. 1, 2023.  The Town 
won’t comment on (Carter’s) motivation beyond that or the terms in which she separated service,” said 
Ruda. “The Town will move forward on the advice of  the Library Trustees and support their replace-
ment of  the Library Director.”

While the Library Trustees confirmed that they did approach Carter about assisting the library 
throughout the 90-days remaining on her contract, Carter declined and wished the Pearle and its com-
munity the best in the future. Carter had been a vocal supporter of  the library and her staff  during 
Dudley’s tumultuous budget process. When the possibility of  closing the library came about in June 
as a result of  a higher-than-expected school assessment, Carter, along with members of  the Board of  
Trustees, gave impassioned speeches in a public forum seeking support for the library and thanking her 
staff  for their dedication to the town. There is no word on Carter’s future endeavors now that she won’t 
return to Dudley.

The remaining members of  the library staff  have received letters informing them that their position 
will be eliminated as of  Aug. 18 unless the override vote is successful in funding the library. A copy of  
one such letter was provided to the Stonebridge Press for reference. During a special town meeting on 
July 26, voters approved an amendment to the active Dudley budget which added $10,000 to the library 
budget and instructed selected to avoid closing the library even if  the August 17 override were to fail. 
However, cuts to library personnel and services will still be required if  the override is voted down.

On July 15, the Trustees agreed to begin work on formu-
lating a job description and other details in anticipation of  
beginning the hiring process for a new Director later this 
year, but to forego seeking any candidates until they receive 
clarity on the budget situation.

GlAdys e. kelly librAry

AlMAnAC
oPen to Close

DUDLEY

DuDley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Board of  Selectmen (949-8001)
Monday-Thursday ............. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Fridays...........................................8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Evening appointments if  needed. 
Note: Office hours are for selectmen’s secretary 

and town administrator. S
electmen do not hold office hours.

Town Clerk (949-8004)
Monday-Thursday ..................8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday nights ...............................5  to 7 p.m.
Fridays........................................9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

DuDley Police DeParTmenT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DuDley Fire DeParTmenT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

oxForD Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs ......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ............................ 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday .................................. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

oxForD Police DeParTmenT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

oxForD Fire DeParTmenT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

websTer Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday .............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

websTer Police DeParTmenT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 websTer Fire DeParTmenT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday .....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday ...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its original beauty.  
Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Take advantage of TAX FREE WEEKEND 
MUST CALL AHEAD FOR APPOINTMENT 

call now at 508-892-4193

5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Open Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Email: SeniorCenter@

Webster-MA.gov
Like the Webster 

Senior Center Facebook 
page to view our pho-
tographs, news and 
announcements. Please 
stop by to pick up our 
monthly newsletter for a 
complete list of  activities, 
upcoming events and our 
monthly lunch menu. 
You do not have to be a 
resident of  Webster to 
participate in our activi-
ties and programs. ALL 
Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches 
are served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays at 11:30 am.  
Please call (508) 949-
3845 at least 48-hours in 
advance to reserve or 
cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation is appreciated. 
All meals include milk, 
bread and fruit or des-
sert. This week’s menu: 
Tuesday 8/15 Meatballs 
with onion gravy, 
bowtie pasta, mixed 
vegies. Wednesday 8/16 
Marinated Pork Loin, 
cranberry herb stuffing, 
carrots. Thursday 8/17 
BBQ Chicken, mashed 
potatoes, corn. Friday 

8/18 Macaroni & Cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, green 
beans. 

A SHINE (Serving the 
Health Insurance Needs 
of  Everyone) counselor 
is available at the Senior 
Center to assist you with 
any health insurance 
questions you may have. 
Please call (508) 949-3845 
for more information or 
to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Senior Crafters 
Wanted! The Friends 
of  the Webster Senior 
Center are holding a Craft 
Fair on Monday, October 
16th from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm. Table space is only 
$10.00! Applications to 
be a vendor are available 
at the Webster Senior 
Center. No payment for 
table space will be accept-
ed until your applica-
tion is approved. Space 
is limited to 22 crafters. 
Tables limited to first 17 
approved crafters.

REC Farmer’s Market 
every Thursday from 1:00 
– 2:30 pm on the Town 
Hall front lawn.

Come on down to the 
Bomba Beauty Salon 
at the Webster Senior 
Center and enter a raf-
fle to win a free haircut! 
No purchase necessary. 
Bomba Beauty Salon is 

open for walk in appoint-
ments on Wednesdays 
from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays by appointment 
only from 10:00 am to 3:00 
pm. Call (508) 341-8724 
to schedule an appoint-
ment.

DID YOU KNOW??? The 
Webster Senior Center 
has a table shuffleboard 
with pucks available to 
play. If  you know how to 
play and how to score, 
come check it out!!!

Come enjoy our 
Christopher Heights 
soup social at the Senior 
Center on Monday, 
August 14th at 11:30 am. 
Please sign up at the 
Senior Center front desk.

Webster Manor Ice 
Cream Social will be held 
on Thursday, August 17th 
at 12:00 pm at the Senior 
Center. Please sign up at 
the Senior Center front 
desk.

The Webster Senior 
Center will be closed on 
Monday, August 21st.

Join us for our month-
ly movie matinee on 
Monday, August 28th at 
1:00pm. We will be show-
ing “The Book Club 
2, the Next Chapter”. 
Refreshments will be 
served. Please sign up at 
the Senior Center front 

desk.
Mondays and 

Wednesdays:  Exercise 
Classes with Forty 
Arroyo – Chair Dancing 
– the perfect workout for 
any fitness ability!  9:30-
10:30 am. Cost: $3.00 per 
class. 

Progressive Beginner 
Line Dancing with Forty 
Arroyo on Fridays, 1:00 
– 2:30 pm. Cost: $3.00 per 
class. We dance to all 
genres of  music, come 
join us! 

Mondays: Knitting/
Crochet Social 10:00 am 
– 12:00 pm

Bingo:  Every Tuesday, 
starts promptly at 1:00 
pm. Please plan to arrive 
by 12:30 pm to allow time 
to buy your bingo sheets. 
Bingo sheets are not sold 
after 12:45 pm. Why not 
sign up for lunch, come 
early and spend the day!

Do you like to play crib-
bage? Our weekly crib-
bage group now meets 
every Thursday at 1:00 
pm – feel free to join us!

Calling card players 
or interested persons 

to the Webster Senior 
Center – come join us for 
6-card or 13-card pitch! 
Six card pitch meets 
on Wednesdays at 1:00 
pm. Thirteen-card pitch 
meets on Thursdays at 
1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets 
every Friday at 1:00 pm – 
beginners welcome!

Trip 1: The McCartney 
Years, Live in Concert at 
the Danversport Yacht 
Club in Danvers, MA 
on Thursday, Sept. 21st. 
Trip price of  $119.00 
includes transportation, 
luncheon, meal tax, meal 
gratuity, and show ticket. 
Trip 2: Splish Splash, the 
Music of  Bobby Darin at 
Lake Pearl in Wrentham, 
MA on Wednesday, 
October 18th. Trip Price 
of  $109.00 includes trans-
portation, luncheon, 
meal tax, meal gratuity, & 
show ticket. Our trips sell 
out quickly so don’t wait 
to reserve your seat! Trip 
prices do not include bus 
driver gratuity. Please 
call the Senior Center at 
(508) 949-3845 for more 

information.
The Worcester County 

Sheriff ’s Office House 
Numbering Program will 
create a custom wood-
en sign with your house 
number free of  charge. 
One sign per senior 
household. Please con-
tact the Webster Senior 
Center if  you are inter-
ested in having a house 
number sign made for 
you. (508) 949-3845.

Senior SAFE is a pro-
gram that supports fire 
and life safety education 
for seniors. The Webster 
Fire Dept. will do a home 
visit to ensure that you 
have the correct smoke 
and CO2 alarms and that 
they are working prop-
erly, at no cost to you! 
All you have to do is give 
them a call at (508) 949-
3875. 

Please call the Senior 
Center at (508) 949-3845 
or stop in to pick up our 
monthly newsletter for a 
complete list of  addition-
al activities and upcom-
ing events.

Webster senior Center

Local resident makes Dean’s List at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology

 
BOSTON — The following local students have made the dean’s list at Wentworth 
Institute of  Technology for the Spring 2023 semester.

* Derek Lemberger of  Dudley
We n t wo r t h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Te c h n o l o g y 

Founded in 1904, Wentworth Institute of  Technology provides a comprehensive, 
interdisciplinary, project-based education in architecture and design, computing 
and data science, engineering, management, and sciences and humanities that 
integrates classroom, laboratory, studio, cooperative and experiential learning to 
develop career-ready, skilled professionals, and engaged citizens.

“The University of  Opportunity,” Wentworth aims to be a student-centered insti-
tution of  inclusive excellence that offers high-quality undergraduate, graduate, 
and life-long learning programs; embraces a culture of  innovation and creativity; 
serves society through urban engagement; and fosters growth for local, regional, 
and national economies. www.wit.edu

Michele Miller named 
2023 REALTORS® 

Choice recipient
WORCESTER — The REALTOR® Association of  Central Massachusetts held
its 100 Year Centennial Gala and Awards Celebration on Wednesday, June 28 

at Mechanics Hall, to honor excellence in service to the Association, the Central 
Massachusetts community, and the real estate industry.

The REALTORS® Choice Award was presented to Michele Miller, of  Premeer 
Real Estate. This

award recognizes a fellow REALTOR®, who went above and beyond to provide 
exceptional service in 2022.

The REALTOR® Choice Award is the only award that is chosen directly by our 
members. Over 192

members participated in electing a member as their chosen 2023 REALTORS® 
Choice winner. As the 2023 REALTOR® Choice Award, Michele Miller amplifies 
outstanding ethics and professionalism; courtesy and cooperation in the listing 
and selling of  real estate.

Michele Miller is a REALTOR® at Premeer Real Estate, located at 1 St.Mark St., 
Auburn. She resides in Sturbridge and can be reached at 508-281-2180 or via email 
at buyorsellinCentralMass@gmail.com.
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/07/23 was $3.29 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-500......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks . $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Real estate
AUBURN 

$580,000, 22 Old Meetinghouse Rd, J R & M N 
Kustigian RET, and Kustigian, John R, to Saari, 
Leah.

$530,000, 24 Eastford Rd, Turning Point Invs 
LLC, to Cheah, Loo M.

$530,000, 27 Eddy St, Kopka, Craig M, and 
Kopka, Sarah E, to Rusack, Kristine M.

$515,000, 20 Murray Ave, Rodriguez, Sonia, and 
Rodriguez, Higinio, to Lucius, Cherly, and Jean, 
Tatiana.

$505,000, 25 Barbara Ave, Leblanc, Laurie R, to 
Montano, Wildreen, and Rodriguez, Jessica.

$425,000, 23 Carroll St, Perkins, Kathryn W, to 
Odonnell, Katherine, and Beglane, Thomas.

$410,000, 18 Hampton St, Hanley, Matthew, to 
Coleman, Benjamin, and True, Alison.

$410,000, 40 Barbara Ave, Tateronis, Arthur A, 
and Tateronis, Elaine G, to Leblanc, Laurie R.

$370,000, 42 Paul St, Lsf9 Master Part T, and Us 
Bank TNa Tr, to Muller-Crone, Angela M, and 
Crone Jr, Peter V.

$335,000, 6 Victoria Dr #1, Irawan, Gunardi N, 
and Shao, Ping, to Racine, Marc.

$100,000, 4 Franklin St, Carey, Shawn, to Tw 
Franklin Street LLC.

DUDLEY 
$415,000, 56 Airport Rd, Abdalla-Muigai, 

Natasha, and Mwaura, Genshireh, to Lopez, 
Jorge A, and Lopez, Gladis D.

$407,000, 28 Carpenter Rd, Kbg Realty Properties 
LLC, to Lyth, David, and Lyth, Brittany.

$400,000, 84 Dudley Oxford Rd, Hazelrex LLC, 
to Barry, Lauren, and Polletta, Tyler.

$300,000, 8 Paglione Dr, Aviles, Elizabeth B, to 
Aviles, Angel.

OXFORD
$665,000, 8 Tower Hill Rd, Howe, Christine, and 

Guzik, John, to Heck, Heidi G.
$629,900, 4 Founders Ct, Sisko, Mary E, and 

Sisko, Karen M, to Clark, Ryan T, and Clark, 
Janet S.

$626,000, 72 Old Southbridge Rd, Bray, Douglas 
R, and Bray, Bonnie J, to Chartier Sr, Christopher, 
and Chartier, Elaine L.

$517,000, 15 Old Howarth Rd, Dejesus, Luis, and 
Dejesus, Ingrid, to Bowen, Brady, and Bowen, 
Melissa.

$460,000, 64 Old Southbridge Rd, Sosa, Herbert, 
to Chagas, Paula D.

$410,000, 5 Willow St, Marcelonis Jr, William C, 
and Marcelonis, Lisa J, to Vizzachero, Andrew, 
and Gendreau, Jacquelyn.

$362,000, 197 Old Webster Rd, Fino, Mark A, 
and Fino, Nichole M, to Butler, Bruce D.

$302,500, 66 Pleasant St #3, Kennedy, Edward J, 
to Mccarthy, Conor P.

$275,000, 2 Meadowbrook Ct #2, Curtis, Patricia 
L, to Manna, Patricia.

$133,765, 126 Charlton St #A, Webber, Edward 
A, and Mortgage Assets Mgmt LLC, to Mtg 
Equity T 2011-1, and U S Bank Na Tr.

$115,000, 17 Old Depot Rd, Bonneville, 
Christopher D, to Fritz, Lawrence.

WEBSTER
$503,400, 86 Upper Gore Rd, Valencia, Jose A, 

to Tarbox, Peter.
$400,000, 5 Hall Rd, Bullerwell, John, and 

Bullerwell, Mindy, to Boczanowski, Matthew, 
and Lumenello, Stephany.

$360,000, 49 2nd Island Rd, Clark, Ryan T, to 
Jaber, Ali T, and Perry, Carolyn A.

$300,000, 248 Main St, Zabek, Wesley J, to Agua 
LLC.

$257,500, 36 Highcrest Park #36, Mcmenemy 
Marguerite M Est, and Mcmenemy, Franchesca, 
to Hyde, Shelaigh.

$223,500, 23 Lakeside Ave, Gasparik Paul David 
Est, and Oconnor, Susan L, to Connolly, Michael.

$192,500, 10 Granite St, Chito, Michael, and 
Chito, Theoktisti, to Dembniak, Marlena.

$175,000, 10 West Ave #B, Helstrom Ft, and 
Helstrom, David R, to Berube, Karissa L.

$62,500, Gore Rd #7, Babcock, Joel S, to Rs& d 
Ventures LLC.

$62,500, Rawson Rd #15-3A, Babcock, Joel S, to 
Rs& d Ventures LLC.

$55,000, Windy Ridge Rd, Deptula Margaret B 
Est, and Mccausland, Edith, to Long, Bridget A.

Driver arrested after fleeing 
scene of collision

DUDLEY — On Friday, July 28 at approximately 7:30 p.m., Dudley Police were dispatched to the area of  West Main 
Street and Lyons Road for a report of  a motor vehicle accident involving a motorcycle.  While enroute to the call, 
dispatch advised officers that one of  the vehicles involved in the accident had fled the scene.  Witnesses followed the 
suspect vehicle and gave dispatch the registration and location of  the vehicle involved.

Upon arrival at the above intersection, officers located a heavily damaged motorcycle and a male victim laying on 
the side of  the road.  The victim appeared to have sustained a severe laceration above his left knee.  Officer Paige 
Moroz, along with an off-duty nurse, applied a tourniquet on the victim.  While officers rendered aid to the victim, 
other officers responded to the location of  the vehicle that fled the scene.

Shortly afterwards, Sgt. Paul Ceppetelli located the suspect vehicle in the driveway of  11 Leonard Ave. along with 
the operator.  The vehicle had significant damage to the left front end of  the vehicle.  After a brief  investigation, 
the operator of  the vehicle was placed in custody.  The suspect was identified as Edward Mahoney of  Dudley.  Mr. 
Mahoney was charged with the following:

OUI-Liquor-3rd offense
Fail to yield at intersection
Negligent operation of  motor vehicle
Leave the scene of  personal injury

 Mr. Mahoney was held on $2,500 cash bail and was arraigned this morning at Dudley District Court.  Officer 
Tyler Smith and Officer Ryan Daniels assisted with the investigation.

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police Department reported 
the following arrests during the month of  July.

An individual whose name has been withheld from 
publication was arrested on July 2 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member.

Travis Norman Kennett, age 40, of  Putnam, Conn. was 
arrested on July 7 in connection with an out of  agency 
warrant.

An individual whose name has been withheld from 
publication was arrested on July 11 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member and Strangulation or 
Suffocation.

James Edward Vancelette, age 23, of  Dudley was 
arrested on July 12 for Operating Under the Influence of  
alcohol, Failure to Stop or Yield, and Resisting Arrest.

Dimitri Correa, age 38, of  Framingham, Mass. was 

arrested on July 12 in connection with a warrant.
Ryan David Hackenson, age 40, of  Webster was arrest-

ed on July 14 for Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle 
and Operating Under the Influence of  alcohol (second 
offense).

Isaac Tyrone Troy, age 43, of  Worcester was arrested on 
July 20 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after Suspension of  
License for Operating Under the Influence and Speeding 
at a Rate of  Speed Exceeding the Posted Limit.

Arthur Tolman Christian, age 37, and Travis Norman 
Kennett, age 40, both of  Dudley, were arrested on July 28 
in connection with warrants.

Edward Mahoney, age 60, of  Dudley was arrested 
on July 38 for Operating Under the Influence of  alco-
hol (third offense), Failure to Yield at an Intersection, 
Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, and Leaving the 
Scene of  Personal Injury.

WEBSTER — The Webster Police Department report-
ed the following arrests during the week of  July 30 to 
Aug. 5.

Kionna Hazzard, age 24, of  Dayville, Conn. was arrest-
ed on July 30 in connection with a warrant.

A 40-year-old female from Webster whose name has 
been withheld from publication was arrested on July 30 
for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member.

Briana Marie Zella, age 27, of  Charlton was arrested 
on July 31 for Operating Under the Influence of  alco-
hol, Operating a Motor Vehicle in Violation of  License 
Restrictions, a Miscellaneous Motor Vehicle Equipment 
Violation, Possession of  an Open Container of  Alcohol 
in a Motor Vehicle, and Possession of  a Class E Drug.

Stephen Daley, age 52, of  Webster was arrested on July 
31 in connection with a warrant.

Hata Janette Richardson, age 29, of  Webster was 
arrested on July 31 in connection with a warrant.

Christian Omar Rodriguez Perez, age 25, of  Webster 
was arrested on July 31 in connection with a warrant.

Nikole K. King, age 28, of  Webster was arrested on 
Aug. 3 for Assault & Battery on a Police Officer, Resisting 
Arrest, and in connection with multiple warrants.

Jamez Torres Tinoco, age 40, of  College Point, N.Y. was 
arrested on Aug. 3 for Unlicensed Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle, operating an Unregistered Motor Vehicle, and 
operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

Randy M. Denham, age 31, of  Webster was arrested on 
Aug. 4 in connection with a warrant.

Alexander Babbitt, age 20, and Tanya Noel Hunt, age 
22, current address unknown, were arrested on Aug. 4 
for Misdemeanor Breaking & Entering and Trespassing. 

Tierra Mercado, age 30, of  Webster was arrested on 
Aug. 4 for Assault & Battery.

A 43-year-old female from Webster whose name has 
been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug. 
5 for Disorderly Conduct and Disturbing the Peace. A 
44-year-old female whose identity has also been withheld 
was arrested during the same incident for Assault & 
Battery on a Family or Household Member.

WebsteR police log

DuDley police log

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
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FSO
Painting and More
Pro Painter in the Brookfield 

and surrounding areas.
END OF SUMMER

 POWER WASH
From now till Sept 20, 

mention this Ad and get
 10% off your power washing

Call Matt (229)256-6929
 or Linda (774)402-0852

PAINTING

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

PlasteringGUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Stump Grinding

STORM CLEAN-UP
Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

HVAC

VIC’S 
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING
Residential or Commercial

NEW HEATING 
SYSTEMS 

OIL OR GAS

Service Installations
Cleanings - Maintenance
Fully Licensed and Insured

No Job too big 
or too Small

Quality workmanship 
20 years experience 

508-864-4534
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The WebsTer Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

A new school year will soon begin. 
And if  you have young children, that 
means it’s one year closer to the day 
when they head off  to college or some 
other post-secondary education or train-
ing. You might be preparing for that day 
with a 529 education savings plan — but 
should you be concerned if  you need 
to start taking withdrawals to pay for 
education expenses when the financial 
markets are volatile?

 
Long-term investment vehicles based 

on the financial markets, like a 529 plan, 
will always fluctuate in value. If  you’ve 
had a 529 plan for many years, you’ve 
probably invested money when the mar-
ket has been up, down and flat. In fact, 
during down periods, it’s often a good 
time to invest, because your dollars 
buy more shares than they could when 
prices are up. Your hope is that, over the 
years, your 529 plan will gain enough 
to overcome the short-term declines in 
value.

 
In any case, you’ll want to keep in 

mind the key benefit of  529 plans: 
Earnings and withdrawals are federal-
ly tax free when the money is used for 
qualified education expenses for college 
and some trade school programs. And 
your state may give you an income tax 
deduction or a credit for your 529 plan 
contributions. In some states, a 529 plan 
can be used for K-12 schooling as well.

 
You have another incentive to keep 

your 529 plan intact despite temporary 
drops in value. Specifically, if  you with-
draw money and don’t use it for eligible 
education expenses, your withdrawal 
may be subject to a 10 percent penalty, 
in addition to state and federal income 
taxes. That could be a high price to 
pay for a move that may not be in your 
best interest. After all, if  you were to 
move your 529 plan money into a min-
imal-risk asset, such as some type of  
cash vehicle, you could sacrifice some 
of  the growth potential you might need 
to meet the high costs of  higher educa-
tion.

 
Many 529 plans offer investment port-

folios that gradually become more risk 
averse as the beneficiary gets closer to 
college age. A financial advisor can dis-
cuss the investment options with you.

 
While this investment feature doesn’t 

guarantee you’ll have complete immu-
nity from financial market volatility, it 
can help reduce its impact when you 
need access to the money.

 
Here’s one more point to keep in 

mind: Just because you’ve planned to 
access your 529 plan when your child 
reaches 18, or whatever age they begin 
their post-secondary education, you’re 
not required to take money out at that 
point. You can keep your 529 plan intact 
until you feel more comfortable mak-
ing withdrawals, though you’ll need to 
consider how this decision will affect 
your ability to help pay for your child’s 
education.

 
The financial markets will always be 

in some type of  flux, but don’t let these 
movements deter you from sticking 
with a 529 plan — it’s still one of  the 
best investments you can make in your 
child’s future.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com. 

529 plans 
offer benefits 
in all markets

lEttErs to thE Editor

Confirm your divine calling
“Be more zealous to confirm 

your call and election,” advised 
Saint Paul. And what exactly 
is our call in life? What have 
we been elected for? This is not 
simply a call to whatever pro-
fession we do; it is not simply 
some temporary, earthly call-
ing. Our call in life is some-
thing much greater!

 Our call is connected to the 
feast of  Jesus’ Transfiguration 
on Mount Tabor! In the Gospel 
story that describes this event, 
we see how Jesus revealed to 
his closest disciples, Peter, 
James and John, who He truly 
is – “I am the alpha and the 
omega, the beginning and the 
end, the One who is, who was, 
and who is to come, the Lord 
Almighty.” Jesus is the Great 
I AM!

After three years of  travel-
ing with Jesus of  Nazareth, 
listening to His teachings, see-
ing the way He transcended 
the laws of  nature through His 
miracles, and coming to deeply 
know Him, Peter finally proclaimed on 
behalf  of  all the apostles, “You are the 
Messiah, the Anointed One of  Israel, 
the long awaited Christ and King of  
Israel!”

Yet even this proclamation doesn’t 
mean the disciples fully understand 
who Jesus is. That is why our Lord pro-
ceeds to reveal His Divine Majesty in 
the most spectacular manner. As Peter 
writes in his epistle, “We were eyewit-
nesses of  His majesty when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father; 
we heard the voice from heaven of  the 
Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased,” 

During an all-night vigil of  prayer on 
Mount Tabor, the disciples see Christ’s 
heavenly glory when Jesus becomes 
brighter than the sun, radiating the 
uncreated and eternal light of  God. This 
man Jesus of  Nazareth, who may be the 
Messiah of  Israel, is not simply another 
great king of  Israel like King David 
or King Solomon. He is nothing less 
than the Eternal God Almighty come 
as a human being. And to confirm this 
unbelievable reality, two of  the greatest 
prophets in the history of  Israel, Moses 
and Elijah, stand with Christ in His 
glory on Mount Tabor and confirm He 
is the fulfillment of  all the Jewish Law 
and Prophets!

Saint Peter goes on to say “Pay atten-
tion to this new revelation as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts.” Pay attention so that we 
can “escape from the corruption [and 
deception] in the world and become par-
takers of  His divine nature.” 

Pay attention – your calling in life is 
to partake of  divinity, to become one 
with God, to become united with Him 
and united in Him, to allow His Spirit 
to abide in us so much so that we can 
overcome the darkness and all the temp-
tations of  this fallen world and live out 

our divine calling!
 “Be zealous to confirm your 

call and election.”
Yet, how do we pursue this 

calling? By realizing that 
our main pursuit in life isn’t 
about seeking after the earth-
ly and temporary treasures of  
life. Our main pursuit in life 
shouldn’t be about our worldly 
cares here and now. Yes, we live 
in the world and must take care 
of  our needs in this world, but 
always remember we are not 
simply a part of  this animal 
world living in this temporary 
world. We are called to some-
thing greater, much more glori-
ous, something eternal.

How do we fulfill this call-
ing? By trying to live each day 
by allowing Jesus Christ to be 
at the center of  our lives. We 
begin each day connecting with 
God through prayer but then 
we invite Christ to continue 
to be a part of  everything we 
do throughout every day – in 
our homes, in our relationships 

and with our families, in our work, in 
our hobbies and in our past time activi-
ties. We learn to see Christ everywhere 
and allow Him to be presently active in 
all we do.

We cultivate the habit of  “practicing 
the presence of  God” everywhere and 
at all times. We never allow ourselves 
to forget that in every moment of  each 
day, God is present and we consciously 
invite Him to be actively involved in all 
we do, in all we say, in all we feel, and 
in how we act. This means that we have 
a constant dialogue with Him, we are 
in constant communion with Him, and 
our prayer becomes unceasing because 
we are constantly talking with Him and 
trying to connect to Him.

Our lives will be transfigured and 
changed as we will become partakers 
of  our Lord’s Divine nature and when 
we learn never to compartmentalize 
our faith and life by putting Jesus in 
a tiny partition in our lives which we 
visit only every so often, maybe every 
Sunday morning for one hour or during 
a few minutes of  prayer each day. 
Eliminate the compartments of  your 
life and create one reality, where Christ 
is everywhere present at all times in our 
daily lives.

Become partakers of  the Divine 
Nature by being a part of  God through-
out every moment of  the day!

If  we reflect on the Transfiguration of  
our Lord Jesus Christ on Mount Tabor, 
we celebrate the revelation of  who Jesus 
of  Nazareth truly is, the Almighty God 
who radiated the uncreated light of  the 
Eternal One, but we also remember 
the invitation for each one of  us to also 
be transfigured, for each of  us to be 
changed and transformed as we fulfill 
the divine potential that God has placed 
in us.

Let us be zealous to confirm this 
divine call and to fulfill the election that 
God has given us!

To the Editor:
On July 24, the citizens of  Dudley overwhelmingly voted to restore the town’s 

previously approved budget of  May 22.  In doing so, we restored funds to all town 
departments, including the library, and avoided a financial crisis.  Most important-
ly, we avoided Library decertification and possible repayment of  a $2 million-plus 
loan.   

We all need to vote again on Thursday, Aug. 17 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the town 
hall on each of  5 Prop 2 ½ override ballot questions.  A blank vote is not a “no” vote.   

Due to election timing, the ballot questions are based on an unapproved budget 
that had drastic cuts to all departments, not the level-funded May 22 budget. 

On Aug. 17, it is critical that we vote Yes on Question 5 to fund the schools assess-
ment.  The cornerstone to the May 22 budget that the residents approved is funding 
the school assessment through an override.  If  this override fails, the library loses 
its funding and town departments will be decimated.  The School Committee has 
lowered their initial “ask” by almost $100,000 as a compromise.  Voting Yes will keep 
Charlton from taking the money from other town departments.  Unfortunately, in 
a regional school district, they can do that and have expressed that intent.  In fact, 
the DCRSC voted unanimously to schedule the two-town meeting at SHRHS if  this 
ballot question fails.  If  it passes, the meeting will be cancelled.  Let’s keep Charlton 
out of  our business.  

There are 5 Prop 2 ½ ballot questions, that we must fill in – either yes or no, 
but not blank.  If  approved, these each permanently add additional funds to the 
level funded budget we approved May 22.   

If  only Question 5 (school) passes, the tax rate would increase 62 cents, a per-
manent 6 percent increase.  Considering the initial failed override in April was 30 
percent, and in June 18.11 percent, a permanent 6 percent increase is reasonable.   

If  all five questions pass, the total increase of  $1.67 (reduced to $1.43 because a 
town debt came off  the books in July) is a permanent 14 percent increase.  For a 
prop 2 ½ limit, 14 percent is high.    

Prop 2 ½ 
Ballot 

Department Pe r m a n e n t 
Increase 

Percentage 

Question 1 Police and 
Fire 

38 cents 3.8 percent 

Question 2 Highway 37 cents 3.7 percent
Question 3 Town Hall    9 cents   .9 percent 
Question 4 Library 21 cents 2.1 percent 
Question 5 Schools 62 cents 6.1 percent 

  
Question 5 must pass to restore library and town departments. The other ballot 

questions will add above and beyond the level funded budget we approved May 
22.  The results will be a permanent increase to the tax rate. 

Finally, Dudley taxpayers deserve that our elected and appointed officials are 
transparent and fiscally responsible.  We expect a forensic audit of  the town and 
the schools. 

Remember to vote Aug. 17 at the town hall between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
Robin Watson 

DuDley  

A blank vote is not a ‘No’

Prioritize 
happiness

In the hustle and bustle of  modern 
life, it’s easy to get caught up in the 
pursuit of  success, achievements, and 
material possessions. However, amidst 
the chaos, we often forget the signifi-
cance of  simply being happy in our day-
to-day existence. Happiness is not a dis-
tant destination or a fleeting emotion; 
it is a state of  mind and an essential 
aspect of  a fulfilling life.

When we prioritize happiness in 
our daily lives, we unlock a myriad of  
benefits that radiate into every aspect 
of  our being. It enhances our overall 
well-being, elevates our productivi-
ty, and strengthens our relationships. 
Happiness acts as a powerful catalyst 
for personal growth, creativity, and 
resilience, enabling us to navigate chal-
lenges with a positive outlook.

Embracing happiness doesn’t mean 
ignoring life’s difficulties; it means fac-
ing them with a hopeful spirit and an 
optimistic attitude. It is about finding 
joy in the simplest of  things, a beautiful 
sunrise, the laughter of  loved ones, or a 
heartfelt conversation with a friend. It’s 
about savoring life’s precious moments 
and appreciating the beauty that sur-
rounds us.

Choosing happiness is empowering. 
It empowers us to take control of  our 
emotions and responses to circumstanc-
es beyond our control. Instead of  dwell-
ing on negativity, we cultivate an inner 
sense of  contentment and gratitude. 
In doing so, we liberate ourselves from 
unnecessary stress and anxiety, freeing 
our minds to focus on what truly mat-
ters.

A happy disposition not only benefits 
us but also has a ripple effect on those 
around us. When we radiate positivity 
and joy, we inspire others to do the 
same. Our happiness becomes conta-
gious. 

In our fast-paced world, it’s essen-
tial to pause and reflect on what truly 
brings us joy. Material possessions may 
provide temporary gratification, but 
true happiness lies in fostering mean-
ingful relationships, pursuing our pas-
sions, and nurturing our well-being. It’s 
about cherishing the present moment 
and finding pleasure in the little things 
that make life extraordinary.

The importance of  being happy in 
our day-to-day life cannot be overstated. 
Happiness is not a luxury or an elusive 
dream; it is an essential ingredient in 
our pursuit of  a fulfilling existence. By 
embracing happiness, we enhance our 
well-being, uplift our communities, and 
live with purpose. 
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Letters to the editor

A Call We Haul 
Fast Junk Removal
We load it and take it 

appliances, junk, demo, 
clean outs

Credit cards accepted 
413-531-1936

JUNK REMOVAL HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com
Fully Insured

To the Editor:
I’ll get straight to the 

point…

On July 24, The 
Residents of  Dudley, in an 
unprecedented display of  
Unity stood up and saved 
this town.  We preserved 
the May 22 budget, tech-
nically restored May 22 
funding to Public Safety, 
Town Depts & literally 
saved the library from 
closing and being imme-
diately decertified.  This 
could have cost us well 
over $2 million and added 
more than $750 tax to resi-
dents to pay the state.

That was only Step #1 
of  a 2 Step Plan.  It bought 
us time.

On Aug. 17, we need to 
execute Step #2. We need 
to finish what we started.

We need to pay the 
school assessment of  
$900,000.  The only way we 
can realistically fund this 
without decimating the 
town, closing the library, 

or crippling our Public 
Safety depts is for you… 
to vote Yes on Question 
#5.

 
On an average real 

estate bill of  $3,600, it 
will add about $230 in 
taxes. For those on fixed 
incomes, your neighbors 
understand your pain 
and hardship. That is why 
we submitted an action 
plan to Dudley Board of  
Selectmen to help make 
sure this does not hap-
pen again.  One of  those 
action items is for BOS 
to set up a Community 
Fund rate where peo-
ple can contribute vol-
untarily to a Property 
Tax Relief  fund to help 
those on fixed incomes 
(like Social Security or 
Disability) pay their prop-
erty tax bills.

 
In addition, progress 

is being made on getting 
audit commitments for 
the town and the school. 

If  the town doesn’t deliv-
er significant progress on 
this, we…the residents, 
will create a bylaw change 
in the Spring that makes 
an Audit Committee a 
standing committee of  
the town.  That’s easy for 
us to do.  

 
So, please let’s end this 

on Aug. 17.  Please vote 
Yes on Question #5 for the 
School Override. 

 
If  you enjoy strong 

Public Safety and Reliable 
Fire and wish to see the 
same level of  service as 
last year, Please Support 
Question #1 as well.  I 
am supporting both.  The 
Library is funded com-
pletely if  Question 5 pass-
es, so you can Vote No for 
Question 4.

 
 
John Briare
Dudley

To the Editor:
       The real problem 

with Dudley’s fiscal cri-
sis is not that taxpayers 
are just stingy, or that 
we’re insensitive to the 
needs of  students, or that 
we’re reluctant to fund 
the town administration, 
the schools, the police, 
fire and public works 
departments that provide 
important, sometimes 
life-saving services to 
us. The real problem is 
that so many town offi-
cials have squandered 
any semblance of  credi-
bility that they may have 
had.  Many voters simply 
don’t trust them.

        Case – rather, 
cases- in point.  Town 
Administrator Jonathan 
Ruda’s response to 
the July 24 town meet-
ing’s rejection of  his 
“Armageddon” budget 
was that his budget was a 
“simple, responsible and 
legally sound strategy.” 
The alternative budget 
that voters approved, he 
said “did not restore pub-
lic safety, highway, or the 
library.”

     Remember now, that 
his budget emasculated 
the police, fire and public 
works departments with 
cuts of  30 per cent and 
closed the library, risking 
the very real probability 
of  repaying the state $2.3 
million for a construction 
grant plus 13 years inter-
est.  This is his idea of  
“sound strategy?”

     When he was ques-
tioned at a selectmen›s 
meeting about the $2.3 
million reimbursement, 
Mr. Ruda’s response was 
that publicizing that 
information was “unfor-
tunate.” “That informa-
tion did not come from 
my office,” he said. Well, 
it should have.  Voters 
need to know all the con-
sequences of  his deci-
sions not just the ones 
that he feels inclined to 
share in advance of  his 
own “sound strategy.” 
Otherwise, how can you 
trust the guy?  As they 
say, this isn’t brain sur-
gery.

      The budget approved 
by the town meeting also 
cut those town services 

but much more modestly 
than Mr. Ruda’s butcher-
ing. More importantly, 
it preserved the library, 
which in all of  this con-
troversy makes the most 
sense, not just economi-
cally but as a commitment 
to community service, 
concern for our children, 
seniors and, well, the edu-
cation of  every citizen. 
That we have heard not 
one word uttered by the 
Dudley-Charlton School 
Committee in support of  
the library is just another 
indication of   its over-
whelming self-centered-
ness in precipitating this 
crisis.

     Meanwhile, 
the Massachusetts 
Federal Funds Office 
has reported that the 
Dudley Charlton School 
Department  has spent 
only $2,918,450 of  the 
$3,908,496 it was allocated 
in federal Covid-19 relief  
funds. Richard Mathieu, 
the school department’s 
financial officer said that 
even though $990,046 of  
the allocation remains 
unspent, the money has 
been earmarked for var-
ious expenses related 
to substantial increases 
in basic services. But 
can someone please 
explain just how that 
works?  Where is all that 
money now, years after it 
was allocated? And  how 
does that relate to the 
$901,683 that the school 
department is demand-
ing from Dudley. 

    And speaking of  
using rising costs as a 
rational for increasing 
taxes, Dudley›s DPW 
Superintendent went on 
and on at a recent select-
men’s meeting about how 
his department was fac-
ing higher costs, includ-
ing “double digit infla-
tion.” Someone should 
inform him that the 
country hasn’t experi-
enced double-digit infla-
tion since Jimmy Carter 
was President. When this 
crisis began last March 
the national inflation rate 
was roughly just under 9 
percent. When he spoke 
to selectmen it was slight-
ly above 3 percent.  

     Then we have the 

Dudley Selectmen them-
selves, who just seem to 
go along with the out-
landish pronouncements 
of  Mr. Ruda that abound 
in the town’s opaque 
administration.  For 
instance, several weeks 
before the open days of  
the Town Hall were offi-
cially limited to Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, seniors 
were forbidden to use 
the hall’s Senior Center 
for their regular social 
gatherings on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
These did not involve 
any town-sponsored 
programs. Just a bunch 
of  seniors visiting and 
socializing together in a 
public space. The town 
Hall was still officially 
open on these days.  The 
administration even post-
ed a sign on the senior 
center door declaring it 
closed. No such restric-
tion was imposed, how-
ever, on a yoga class that 
was allowed to meet in 
the senior center every 
Monday evening.  

      Finally, some con-
fusion exists about the 
impact of  the immi-
nent override votes and 
the  effect of  the joint town 
meeting of  Charlton and 
Dudley voters that could 
occur. Suppose the over-
rides for fire, police and 
the library are approved 
but the school funds are 
rejected.  Is the money 
that voters approve for 
the specific departments 
inviolable? Or else, can 
those funds be raided 
to pay for the school’s 
request if  the joint town 
meeting approves the 
school budget and forc-
es Dudley to pay? In that 
case could the library 
indeed be closed despite 
an override vote that was 
intended to keep it open? 

 Once again, we need a 
simple, or at least under-
standable, explanation 
before we vote, not the 
bureaucratic double talk 
that seems to flow unre-
mittingly from these peo-
ple.

 
Frank Magiera

DuDley

To the Editor:
This letter is in response 

to a letter to the Editor, 
“Rigged Elections,” that 
was printed in the July 
28 edition of  the Webster 
Times. 

As Town Clerk, I am 
very disturbed by the 
statement that there is 
“manipulating the vote 
and rigging an election 
is taking place here in 
Dudley before our very 
eyes.”  Great effort is put 
forth in preparing for and 
facilitating the voting at 
town meetings and elec-
tions to ensure that the 
vote of  every registered 
voter in Dudley is count-
ed. 

Dudley registered 
voters who attend the 
town meetings are all 
checked- in by the Board 
of  Registrars and given 
a clicker which is how 
the votes are counted. 
This clicker system was 
instituted in May 2020 
and allows for quick 

accurate votes eliminat-
ing the need for standing 
counts and is much more 
accurate than the voice 
counts, as were held in 
the past. It is also much 
easier for the Moderator 
to determine if  a two 
thirds majority vote was 
achieved for articles 
requiring such. Clickers 
provide voters’ the mech-
anism to cast their vote 
while maintaining the 
privacy of  their vote.

The planning of  elec-
tions is not a simple pro-
cess, and takes place over 
several months prior to 
the actual election day. 
We are mandated to fol-
low federal and state laws 
for all elections. There 
are many deadlines 
which must be adhered 
to. Among these dead-
lines are very specific 
requirements on the last 
day to register to vote 
for elections; deadline to 
request vote by mail or 
absentee ballots, posting 

of  warrants, etc. The reg-
ulations specify how to 
record when ballots are 
mailed, received, pro-
cessed and stored, before, 
during and after elec-
tions. It is impossible to 
list all the requirements, 
deadlines and reporting 
processes in this letter. 

The Town Clerk’s office 
takes great pride in facil-
itating safe, secure, and 
accurate voting whether 
it be at Town Meetings or 
Elections. The Assistant 
Town Clerk and I are for-
tunate to have a capable 
and professional Board of  
Registrars and Election 
Workers to assist with 
the Town Meetings and 
Elections to make sure 
that the votes of  all 
Dudley registered voters 
are counted.

Respectfully submitted,

lori a. SMith 
town Clerk

DuDley

To the Editor:
 

On Aug. 17, the fate of  our 
community’s future lies 
in the hands of  Dudley’s 
residents. As we approach 
this crucial date, we 
stand united in our belief  
that supporting Question 
5 on the override ballot is 
essential for the benefit 
of  our students and the 
prosperity of  the town of  
Dudley and the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
District.

John Canavan, the 
first Superintendent 
of  DCRSD, wisely said 
“Very often in negotia-
tions and other consider-
ations it is easy to for-
get that the schools don’t 
exist for the benefit of  
adults. They exist for the 
benefit of  the students.”  
We must always keep this 
principle at the forefront 
of  our decision-making. 
The recent Special Town 
Meeting held on July 24 
was a huge step in the 
right direction, but 
uncertainties raised by 
the town’s counsel sur-
rounding the amendment 
passed during the meet-
ing have left us in a cau-
tious and conservative 
state. 

Due to this uncertain-
ty, the DCRSD School 
Committee voted unani-
mously to hold a Special 
District Wide Meeting on 
Aug. 23 at Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School’s 
football field at 7 p.m. 
However, this meeting 
will only be necessary if  
Question 5 fails to pass. 
Our intention is not to 
instill fear or pursue 
self-interest but to ensure 

the fiscal well-being of  
our District and be prop-
erly prepared and staffed 
for the start of  school. 

The success of  
Question 5 on the Aug. 17 
override ballot is crucial 
for implementing the will 
of  the voters at the July 
24 Special Town Meeting 
and securing the request-
ed funding for our schools 
in the Dudley Charlton 
Regional School District. 
Additionally, a positive 
vote on Question 5 will 
alleviate strain on the 
town’s budget for other 
important departments. 
This is not just about one 
day’s decision; it is about 
shaping the future of  our 
community and ensuring 
that our children have 
access to a close to “level 
services” education.  It 
is important to note that 
a positive vote does not 
mean that we receive an 
additional $901,683 but 
allows the town to reallo-
cate the funds that were 
held in the line item.  

Many residents have 
asked us why we need 
an additional $901,683.  
In reality, this is almost 
$2 million dollars when 
combined with Charlton’s 
increase to the assess-
ment.  As many of  you 
have been dealing with 
increased costs, these 
are also present in our 
schools.  For instance, 
this year, our bus con-
tract came back over 
$500,000 increase from 
the previous year.  We 
were able to renegotiate 
and save an additional 
$100,000 but this is just 
the tip of  the iceberg.  
The State has allowed out 

of  district placements to 
increase their rates by 14 
percent with no source 
of  additional funding 
for the local schools.  
Additionally, we continue 
to look for grants in any 
areas we can.  During the 
past few years, we were 
able to fund a new read-
ing curriculum and math 
curriculum using grant 
funds.  And in good faith, 
asked by many residents, 
we are currently looking 
into an independent audit 
of  our budget through 
DESE to continue to show 
transparency in our fis-
cal responsibility to the 
residents of  Dudley and 
Charlton.

Your vote matters, and 
your voice counts!  We 
understand the gravi-
ty of  this decision and 
the power that each vote 
holds. As concerned 
School Committee mem-
bers, we urge you to sup-
port Question 5 on the 
override ballot. Let us 
come together on Aug. 
17 to make a resounding 
statement in favor of  our 
students and the future 
of  Dudley and the school 
district.

 
 
Sincerely,

Cathleen 
CarMignani, Chair
Jeanne CoStello, 

ViCe-Chair
Maureen ChiCkering

JaiMe Dell’oVo
niCole enberg

Caitlynn PanCzyk
kelly Szela

DuDley-Charlton 
regional SChool 

CoMMittee

To the Editor:
After reading sev-

eral recent articles 
talking about the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
District, I would like to 
chime in with a few facts. 

This is a very emotion-
al time for all of  us with-
in the town, so I would 
like to try and provide 
some information so 
that everyone can make 
an informed decision on 
Aug. 17. 

The school is asking for 
$200,000 less than a level 
services budget. A level 
services budget means 
maintaining existing stu-

dent experiences, student 
supports, and instruc-
tional resources while 
absorbing increased fixed 
cost. Based on informa-
tion provided by school 
committee, the school 
budget increased by 6.87 
percent for Fiscal Year 
2024. Some of  these costs 
included contractual 
obligations- $1,285,000, 
transportation- $550,000, 
out of  district place-
ments- $430,000, employ-
ee benefits and insur-
ance- $500,000, line items 
like utilities $450,000, 
instructional technology- 
$300,000, and restoration/

Esser transition- $150,000. 
Hopefully this clarifies 
some of  the questions 
that recently has been 
brought up on why the 
school needs additional 
funds. We can all agree 
on how important this 
vote is on Aug. 17 for the 
community. Please vote 
yes on question 5 for the 
schools to be funded in 
order to save the town 
from additional cuts. 

Mary norton
DuDley

To the Editor:
Cost is one factor when evaluating the 

worth of  a school system to taxpayers. 
The Mass. Department of  Elementary 
and Secondary Education provides 
financial information on schools. The 
latest figures are for the 2021-2022 school 
year.

Dudley-Charlton cost $15,954 per pupil 
placing it 320nd out of  398 school dis-
tricts. This means that 86% of  districts 
spent more per student.

The State average cost per pupil is 
$19,062. If  Dudley-Charlton spent the 
state average of  $19,062, its budget would 
have to increase by over $11 million. 

Here’s what area towns spent Per 
Student for the 2021-2022 school year:

Sturbridge – Burgess Elem $19,414
Bay Path $19,364
Southbridge $19,262
Webster $17,546

Spencer-East Brookfield $17,400
Oxford $16,137
Leicester $16,045
Dudley-Charlton  $15,954
Tantasqua Middle/High $15,178
Dudley’s tax rate is low compared to 

other towns.
The Massachusetts Department of  

Revenue posts the tax rates for all cities 
and towns.

Here are the FY2022 average single 
family real estate taxes for area towns:

Sturbridge $6,538
Charlton $4,588
Oxford  $4,570
Webster $4,391
Southbridge $4,266
Dudley $3,608

williaM triFone
DuDley

Let’s finish what we started

Our officials owe us a simple explanation

Dudley-Charlton School District is a good buy

Financial information surrounding Question 5

Our future lies in your hands

All votes are counted in Dudley
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After the heatwave passed, my fishing 
partner and I decided it was time to 
go fishing on the saltwater last week. 
Aug. 1 was the opening of  tautog fish-
ing in Rhode Island, and although the 
daily limit per angler was only three 
fish, we decided to go anyway. We pur-
chase some green crabs for bait and 

head down to Galilee Rhode Island to 
try out luck at catching a few of  these 
hard fighting fish, not to forget the great 
eating we will enjoy if  we catch a few. 

We got to the ramp at Galilee at 7 
a.m. and found that the parking lot 
was full of  cars and boat trailers. My 
first comment to Matt was that fishing 
must be hot, but for what? We quickly 

unloaded the boat and 
headed out to the East 
breakwall, and were 
surprised to see only a 
couple of  boats in the 
area we planned to 
fish. Approximately a 
mile offshore, Matt 
used his GPS to locate 
the area we had fished 
numerous times, and we 
set anchor. Quickly cutting up a few 
crabs and leaving the legs on, I placed 
a half  crab and lowered it to the bot-
tom. It required an eight ounce weight 
to hold the bottom because of  the 
extremely fast tide, because of  the full 
moon. I quickly received a hard strike, 
but did not hook up. We use No. 3 cir-
cle hooks only, so you do not need to set 
the hook on each bite. When a strike is 
felt you need to gradually lift the rod tip 
up and the circle hook most often sets 
itself  in the lips of  the tautog. Their 
rubbery lips provide a solid hook up by 
merely raising the rod. This hard fight-
ing fish needs to be muscled up from the 
bottom, before he has you caught in the 
rocks. After you have the tautog a few 
feet off  of  the bottom, you can enjoy 
a good fight as your rod bends to near 
capacity. I use 50-pound test Power Pro 
braided line and three feet of  monofil-
ament 40 pound test for leader materi-
al. Give it a try!

Numerous ticks are being found on 
some hunting dogs after they have been 
out training for the upcoming hunting 

season. Keeping your dog’s 
medication up to date is 
extremely important, to 
ensure they are fully pro-
tected against Lyme dis-
ease. Heartworm medica-
tion is also important to 
keep your dog free of  this 
nasty disease. It is a lot 
cheaper to keep your dog 
healthy, than to try cur-

ing them from the above mentioned 
diseases. 

The lone star tick is also becom-
ing a problem in some states. If  the 
tick bites you, and is able to get their 
venom into your bloodstream, you 
could become allergic to red meats and 
other foods. Making sure you or your 
family members are not carrying the 
tick around for a few days is extreme-
ly important to insure your health from 
these nasty insects. Read more on ticks 
from your computer! Visually checking 
each other for ticks daily is the best way 
to stay healthy!

Bee stings also need to be treated, 
and the bites need to be monitored 
for a week to insure that the bite has 
not become infected. Spider bites and 
other insect bites are also serious and 
need to be closely watched for infec-
tions. Enjoying the Great Outdoors sure 
does have its risks, but in today’s world 
it is necessary! Stay safe!

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Herbs not only bring 
essence and beauty to 
the landscape, they also 
provide an element of  
enchantment to a garden. 
Whether you grow herbs 
for their unique flavors, 
medicinal value, or just 
for the pure pleasure 
of  it - the humble herb 
adds spice to any garden 
plot!  Read on for a round-
up of  harvesting and 
preserving tips from this 
column, plus few recipes 
to spotlight your fresh 
snipped herbs.

* * * 
Harvesting Herbs

While snipping herbs 
daily for kitchen use is a 
common practice, the act 
of  fully harvesting herbs 
regularly is also import-
ant to ensure new growth. 
For best flavor, cut or snip 
herbs in the morning, 
after the dew has evapo-
rated from the leaves but 
before the midday sun 
heats the plant. 

***
Most annual plants can 

be harvested twice during 
the planting season. Cut 
plants back to about five 
inches above the ground 
and feed after cutting. 
Annual herbs can be har-
vested until frost. 

***
Perennial herbs may 

be harvested once during 
the first year and up to 
three times each season 
after the initial growth 
year. Harvest up to 75 per-
cent of  the top growth in 
late spring and another 
quarter in late summer. 
Stop harvesting about 

one month before the 
frost date. Late pruning 
could encourage tender 
growth that cannot hard-
en-off  before winter. 

***
Flowering herbs should 

be harvested when the 
buds are apparent or 
when flowers are just 
opening. This is when 
their oil concentration is 
at its peak. 

* * * 
Preserving Herbs 
While herbs for cooking 
should be used fresh for 
optimal quality and fla-
vor, a zealous growing 
season can necessitate 
preserving the herbal 
plants. There are sever-
al methods to “keep” 
herbs for later use.  
Freezing: This is the eas-
iest method to preserve 
herbs that are to be used 
in cooking. Herbs should 
be cut fresh and rinsed 
briefly in cold water. Chop 
herbs and spread out on 
a cookie sheet to freeze. 
Once frozen, transfer to 
a zip lock freezer bag. 
Another popular way to 
freeze herbs for uses in 
soups and other dishes 
that require liquid is to 
place pinches of  herbs 
in water filled ice cube 
trays. Freeze and pack 

them into a zip lock freez-
er bag. Don’t refreeze 
herbs after thawing. 
Drying: Drying is the tra-
ditional method of  herb 
preservation. There are 
also several methods to 
dry herbs for later use.  
Air Drying: If  the herbs 
are clean, do not wet 
them. Otherwise, rinse, 

shake off  the excess 
water, and spread the 
herbs out to dry on paper 
towels or dishcloths until 
all surface moisture has 
evaporated. Remove any 
dead or damaged foliage. 
Then, tie the stems into 
small bundles with twine 
or string and hang them 
upside down in a warm, 
dry, airy place out of  the 
sun. Be sure to make 
small, loose bundles and 
allow for good air circula-
tion around each bunch. 
Dry indoors as sun and 
dew moisture can discol-
or and ruin the quality 
of  many herbs. Hang 
and dry in the kitchen 
or even a garage or shed. 
Note: Some herbs, such 
as basil and mints may 
mold if  not dried quickly. 
An alternative to hanging 
herbs to dry in bunches 
is to spread the herbs 
out on window screens. 
Suspend the screens over 
sawhorses or the backs 
of  chairs. Turn the leaves 
often to ensure even dry-
ing. To air dry herbs with 
seeds, tie the herbs in 
small bundles and sus-
pend inside a paper bag 
with holes punched in the 
sides. Suspend the bag 
in a dark area with good 

air circulation. Collect 
the seeds when they are 
dry, and store in rigid 
light-proof  containers.  
Oven Drying: Traditional 
kitchen stoves can also 
be used to dry herbs. 
Spread the herbs on 
cookie sheets and dry at 
the lowest temperature. 
Home food dehydrators 
also do an excellent job 
of  drying herbs. Follow 
the directions provid-
ed with the dehydrator.  
Herbs are sufficiently dry 
when they are brittle and 
crumble easily. When the 
leaves are dry, separate 
them from their stems 
and package the leaves 
in rigid containers with 
tight fitting lids. Glass 
or hard plastic are best, 
although zip-lock plastic 
freezer bags can be used. 
To preserve full flavor, 
avoid crushing the leaves 
until you are ready to use 
them. Store dried herbs 
in a cool, dry place away 
from sunlight, moisture, 
and heat. Many herbs ca 
keep for a year if  stored 
properly.

***
Herbal Recipes 

Below are some simple, 
yet delicious recipes that 
showcase the flavor of  
freshly picked garden 
herbs. 

 
Melted Cheese 

Spread with Yarrow  
This is a great salsa alter-
native when served with 
Tortillas or corn chips)

 
Ingredients: one pound 
soft cheese; one table-

spoon minced yarrow 
leaves; one half  cup 
tomato soup two table-
spoons whole Yarrow 
flowers; black pepper, 
onion powder and gar-
lic powder to taste.  
Directions: Melt the 
cheese and add the toma-
to soup, stirring until 
well mixed. Add Yarrow 
leaves and spices to taste. 
Blend in one tablespoon 
of  the Yarrow flowers. 
Use remaining flowers as 
a bowl garnish. 

***
 

Quick Chive Biscuits 
Bisquick makes it quick 
and easy to bake up a 
batch of  biscuits laced 
with fresh chives.

 
Ingredients: two 
cups Bisquick; 2/3 
cup sour cream; 1/3 
cup water; one table-
spoon chopped chives. 
Directions: Stir togeth-
er all ingredients to 
a soft dough. Beat 30 
strokes until stiff  but 
still sticky. Knead dough 
ten times. Roll out one 
half  inch thick and cut 
with a floured glass 
or biscuit cutter. *** 
  
Cilantro Salsa 
This spicy salsa is a tasty 
accompaniment to sea-
food. 

 
Ingredients: one half  
cup minced onion; 
one half  cup tomato 
(chopped small); one tea-
spoon minced Jalapeno 
chile; one teaspoon salt.  
Directions: Soak onion in 

cold water for a half  hour, 
rinse and drain. Mix 
together all other ingre-
dients and chill covered 
until serving time.

***
 
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding 
household or garden mat-
ters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

The dream thief  is 
a cunning adversary 
lurking in the shad-
ows, ready to strike 
at any stage. Whether 
you’re at the begin-
ning of  your journey,  
midway through, or 
standing on the cusp 
of  fulfillment, the dream 
thief  waits, poised to sow 
doubt and derail determi-
nation. 

Recognizing the dream 
thief, in its many guises, 
could be the key to keep-
ing your dream firmly in 
your grasp. 

At the inception of  
your dream, you’ll feel 
excitement mixed with 
uncertainty. You’ll sketch 
plans, cultivate ideas, and 
think about what you 
must do to lay the foun-
dation for your vision.

You may be preparing 
to launch a business, 
write a novel, or embark 
on a life-changing career. 

Yet, this stage, 
although exciting, 
is fertile ground 
for dream-killing 
doubts.

Friends and 
family may even 
feed those doubts, 

seemingly disguised as 
concern and well-intend-
ed advice. If  you listen, 
you’ll start to procrasti-
nate and make excuses. 
You’ll wonder if  it’s all 
just a pipe dream. 

Standing firm in this 
stage requires belief  in 
your vision and the cour-
age to pursue it despite 
others’ skepticism.

Your work ethic and 
ability to maintain dis-
cipline during all stag-
es will help fend off  the 
dream thief, especially in 
this early stage. If  you 
find you’re not taking 
action, ask yourself  why. 
Fear of  failure? That’s 
merely the dream thief. 

Remember, the echoes of  
inaction ring far louder 
than the thud of  a fall.

The middle stages are 
marked by progress and 
growing pains. Every day 
is a struggle, but things 
are taking shape, and 
you’re moving forward. 
Chapters fill the pages of  
your book, and your new 
career begins to blossom, 
but you’re still not there.

Those who you thought 
were on your side begin 
to complain. They’ve 
become impatient, too 
much time has elapsed, 
and you need to make 
more money. Your allies 
begin to resemble foes as 
they force you to question 
it all and pressure you to 
make decisions you don’t 
want to make. They urge 
you to settle, try to sell 
out, and insist you give it 
all up before it’s too late. 

Resilience is crucial in 
this phase. Recognizing 

that the dream thief  can 
take the form of  criticism 
and often only reflects 
others’ limitations rather 
than your potential can 
be the key to your sanity 
during this phase.

Keep pushing; you’ll 
find you’re growing and 
expanding. Revenue is 
beginning to flow; oppor-
tunities multiply; dreams 
edge closer to reality. 
Ironically, even success 
can breed negativity as 
competitors may attempt 
to undermine your con-
fidence. 

Remember, during 
expansion, balancing 
ambition with wisdom 
is critical. Listen to valid 
concerns but filter out 
mere negativity. Embrace 
constructive criticism 
while remaining true to 
your vision, and always 
stay vigilant; at this stage, 
fear of  success may creep 
in. That’s the dream thief  
again. Don’t fear what’s 

coming; embrace it.

Eventually, a dream 
reaches its natural con-
clusion. It might be time 
to sell the business, write 
a different book, or take a 
new turn in your career. 
You and those around 
you will question your 
decision to move on.

Even at this late stage, 
the dream killer can 
rear its ugly head, this 
time as the fear of  let-
ting go. Understanding 
when to transition is a 
deeply personal choice. 
If  the time has come, let 
it go, surround yourself  
with those who appre-
ciate your journey, and 
support your evolving 
dreams.

Guarding against the 
dream thief  is a continu-
ous battle fought at every 
stage of  your journey. It 
is a lifelong task to rec-
ognize its many faces. 
Embrace the challenges, 

believe in your vision, 
stand firm against nega-
tive influences, and move 
forward with courage. 

Your dreams are yours 
to achieve, and nobody 
can steal your desti-
ny unless you give it to 
them. Keep vigilant, fill 
yourself  with courage, 
and unyielding faith. 

The dream thief  lurks 
at every corner, but you 
have the power to defeat 
it. Will you succumb to 
doubt, fear, complacency, 
and criticism, or will you 
rise above and seize your 
dreams with both hands? 

The choice is yours, 
and the path is waiting. 
Arm yourself  with wis-
dom and determination, 
and step into your desti-
ny. Your dreams are not 
just figments of  your 
imagination; they are 
calls to greatness.

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Don Cook of 
Uxbridge with a monster Brown trout he 
caught while fishing with Gerry Gareri at his 
lodge in Maine! Nice fish. It was released 
after the photo was taken. 

This week’s second picture shows Billy “D” 
with a nice striper he caught at the canal 
recently. Unfortunately, it had to be released 
because it was too big!

Fishing for tautog in Rhode Island
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Don’t panic when 
you find a powdery 
white substance cover-
ing the leaves of  some 
of  your flowers, vegeta-
bles, and shrubs. This 
is a good clue that your 
plants are infected with 
the fungal disease, pow-
dery mildew. Most oth-
erwise healthy plants 
can tolerate the dam-
age and perennials will 
return the following year. 
 

You may see this dis-
ease on a variety of  
plants including zin-
nia, phlox, bee balm, 
lilacs, roses, cucumbers, 
and squash. Powdery 
mildew is caused by 
several different fungi 
with each attacking spe-
cific host plants. This 
means the powdery mil-
dew on one plant won’t 
necessarily infect its 
neighbors. But when the 
weather conditions are 
right, high humidity at 
night and low humidity 
during the day, powdery 
mildew can develop on 
a variety of  unrelat-
ed susceptible plants. 
 

This fungus grows on 
leaf  surfaces, preventing 
sunlight from reaching 
the leaves.  The infect-
ed leaves eventually turn 
yellow, brown and may 
wither.  The disease usu-
ally won’t kill the plant, 
but it does ruin the 
beauty of  ornamental 
plants and severe infes-
tation can reduce the 
size and quantity of  fruit 
when growing cucum-
bers, squash and other 
susceptible vegetables.   
 

Consider living with 
the damage. Mask the 
view of  the diseased 
leaves with slightly short-
er nearby plants, allow-
ing you to still enjoy the 
flowers.

If  you decide to treat 

the plants, you must 
start at the first sign 
of  the disease and 
then every 7 to 14 days 
for effective control. 
Consider using one of  
the organic fungicides 
labeled for controlling 
this disease on the 
plants you are treating. 

Cornell University 
found baking soda was 
effective at managing 
powdery mildew. You 
will find variations of  
the mixture using 1 to 
1.5 tablespoons of  baking 
soda and 2.5 to 3 table-
spoons of  lightweight 
horticulture oil mixed 
into one gallon of  water. 

Be sure to read and fol-
low label directions when 
using any organic, nat-
ural, or synthetic prod-
uct. Pretest any fungicide 
selected including the 
Cornell mixture. Apply 
the fungicide to a couple 
of  leaves and monitor 
for any toxic side effects 
before spraying all the 
infected plants.

Reduce the risk of  pow-
dery mildew in future 
gardens.  Remove and dis-
pose of  mildew-infected 

plants and leaves in fall. 
 

When adding new 
plants to the garden, 
select those noted for pow-
dery mildew resistance. 
They aren’t immune but 
less likely to develop the 
disease than more sus-
ceptible varieties.

Give plants plen-
ty of  room to reach 
their mature size. This 
increases airflow and 
light reaching the plants, 
decreasing humidity 
and the risk of  infec-
tion.  Avoid excess fer-
tilization that promotes 
lush succulent growth 
that is more susceptible 
to this and other diseases. 
 

Train vining crops 
like cucumber, squash, 
and melons onto a trel-
lis. You’ll not only save 
space but also increase 
light and air penetration 
around the plants for 
greater productivity and 
less risk of  disease.

Do a bit of  pruning on 
susceptible phlox and bee 
balm next spring. Remove 
one-fourth of  the stems 
of  susceptible perenni-

als when the plants are 
several inches tall.  This 
increases light penetra-
tion and airflow, result-
ing in stronger stems and 
less risk of  this disease.  
 

A bit of  prevention 
goes a long way in boost-
ing the beauty of  your 
garden and reducing 
the time spent man-
aging this disease. 
 

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the recent-
ly released Midwest 

Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition, and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio 
program. Myers is a 
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and 
her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

 
 

Preventing and managing powdery mildew in the garden

Melinda Myers

Powdery mildew on a bee balm plant.
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DUDLEY — Nichols College today 
announced a new partnership with 
Seven Hills Foundation that will 
offer the Foundation’s employees an 
enhanced opportunity to pursue 
Master’s, Bachelor’s and certificate pro-
grams at the region’s top-rated business 
school.

Employees of  the global health and 
human services agency, headquartered 
in Worcester, Mass., will now be able 
to enroll in online programs at Nichols 
College and take advantage of  a 20% 
tuition discount.

The Graduate School at Nichols 
College offers an MBA, Executive 
MBA, Master of  Science in 
Counterterrorism, Master of  Science in 
Organizational Leadership, and Master 
of  Science in Accounting. The College 
also offers a wide range of  bachelor’s 
degrees and certificate programs, 

including programs in high demand 
and emerging fields such as cyberse-
curity, healthcare management, intel-
ligent automation, and business ana-
lytics.

“Nichols College is deeply commit-
ted to Central Massachusetts and its 
citizenry, and is excited to proactively 
make higher education affordable and 
accessible to Seven Hills staff  through-
out New England and beyond,” said 
Nichols College Provost Daniel Borgia, 
Ph.D. “This partnership reflects the 
College’s desire to partner with the 
region’s top companies and organiza-
tions, and to bring Nichols’ exemplary 
education to professionals wherever 
they seek to learn.”

“We are truly excited about this new 
partnership with Nichols College that 
will offer Seven Hills employees an 
opportunity to pursue a fully accredited 

college degree,” said Marilyn Lopez, 
Vice President of  Human Resources at 
Seven Hills. “This new employee benefit 
will provide our staff  with the extraor-
dinary opportunity to study at Nichols 
College for both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees, as well as certificate 
programs at a reduced tuition rate.”

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned busi-

ness accreditation from the pres-
tigious Association of  Advance 
Collegiate Schools of  Business (AACSB 
International), the longest serving 
global accrediting body for business 
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners, 
educators, and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols College trans-
forms today’s students into tomorrow’s 
leaders through a dynamic, career-fo-
cused business and professional educa-

tion. Nichols offers real-world learning 
focused on professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, competitive 
athletics, and an unmatched alum-
ni advantage - equipping students to 
exceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

About Seven Hills Foundation
Seven Hills Foundation now stands 

as one of  the most dynamic and com-
prehensive health and human services 
agencies in the country. With more than 
235 locations in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire and eight coun-
tries abroad, Seven Hills is the premier 
provider of  comprehensive supports for 
people with significant life challeng-
es. www.sevenhills.org

Nichols College and Seven Hills Foundation launch 
innovative educational partnership

Hiring? 
Reach  
More 
Local Applicants

Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants  
from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local-

ly, where you will get qualified, local applicants for your local job.

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (774) 200-7308

•The Auburn New
•Blackstone Valley Tribune
•Spencer New Leader 
•Southbridge News

•Webster Times
•Sturbridge Villager
•Charlton Villager

•Woodstock Villager
•Thompson Villager
•Putnam Villager 
•Killingly Villager
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HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

Hi! My name is Joziah and I 
want to be a mechanic! 

Hi! My name is K’Lonie and I 
like listening to music! 

K’Lonie is a sweet young girl 
who is a social and engaging. She 
enjoys getting her nails done and 
watching videos. She likes listen-
ing to music and humming along 

to the songs. She loves interacting 
with her teachers and peers. 

K’Lonie currently attends a 
residential school where she par-
ticipates in lessons and activities 

but requires supervision throughout her day. She has shown immense 
potential for learning new skills. 

K’Lonie will thrive with an energetic and committed two-parent family 
that has natural supports in place. A family will also need to be strong 

educational advocates and comfortable accessing community services. 
The ideal family for K’Lonie will help her maintain contact with members 

of her birth family and support their relationships. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5794 

Can I Adopt?  

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or 
not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adop-
tive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is 
completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org 
. Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you 
guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to 
find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

K’Lonie 
Age 13 

OBITUARIES

WEBSTER – Daniel 
N. Gaudette, 85, of  
Webster and a long-
time resident of  
Southbridge, was 
Called Safely Home 
on Tuesday, August 
1, 2023. He passed 
into Eternal Life at 
Daybrook Senior 

Living in Holyoke surrounded by the 
care and comfort of  his loving family. 
He was born in Spencer on November 
9, 1937, a beloved son of  the late Origene 
J. and Dorothy L. (Reilly) Gaudette. He 
was raised in Southbridge and moved to 
Webster in 1959 where he lived for most 
of  his life. He served in the United States 
Army National Guard and attained the 
rank of  Specialist Fifth Class. He was a 
lifelong employee at the former B & W 
Footwear and was a longtime commu-
nicant of  Sacred Heart Church, both 
in Webster. Daniel was a hard working 
man who enjoyed the simple things 
in life, but most of  all, spending time 
with his wife and family. He leaves 
his loving wife and best friend of  63 
years, Arlene F. (Chomes) Gaudette; his 

loving daughter and 
son, Susan Grimes 
of  Webster and 
Timothy Gaudette 
of  Holyoke; his cher-
ished granddaughter, 
Allison Grimes of  
Newport, RI; his dear 
sister, Joyce Swana 
of  Webster; and his 
many dear nephews, nieces, cousins, 
extended family members and friends. 
In addition to his parents, he was pre-
deceased by his two dear brothers 
and three dear sisters, Gene Gaudette, 
Donald Gaudette, Dorothy Senecal, 
Judith Dupont, and Susan Desabre. 
There are no visiting hours. His funer-
al arrangements are entrusted to the 
St. Pierre-Phaneuf  Aldenville Chapels, 
(413-532-9806), 13 Dale Street, Chicopee, 
MA 01020. Memorial donations may be 
made in his memory to the Shriners 
Hospital for Children, 516 Carew Street, 
Springfield, MA 01104. For more details 
and to leave his family condolence 
messages, please visit: www.stpierre-
phaneuf.com 

Daniel N. Gaudette, 85
OXFORD – On 

Saturday, July 8, 2023, 
the face of  our family 
was forever changed. 
Stanley L. Sklarz, 
after a long period 
of  declining health, 
passed peacefully 
from our arms into 
the loving arms of  his 

heavenly father at the age of  87.
Stanley was born in Worcester 

on May 8, 1936, to Joseph and Anna 
(Lizewski) Sklarz.

Stanley is survived by his wife of  63 
years, Virginia M. (Gagliastre) Sklarz, 
whom he adored to the day of  his pass-
ing. He leaves his only daughter and 
most passionate and loving caregiver 
through the years, Debra, her husband 
Scott Dearent of  Dudley, and his son 
Michael Sklarz of  Spencer.  Always a 
devoted husband and father, he dedi-
cated his life to caring for his family. 
Through the years, he was overjoyed 
to welcome into the family his beloved 
grandchildren, Nathan Dearent and 
his wife Eve, Nicholas Dearent, Nolan 
Dearent and his fiancée Mariah, Molly 
Sklarz and Mitchell Sklarz.  Their 
Poppa always supported all of  their 
educational and athletic pursuits… 
never missing a ballgame, ceremony, or 
dance recital.

Stanley is also survived by two sis-
ters, Rosemarie Coulard of  Oxford, and 
Jean Whitaker of  Arroyo Grande, CA.  
He was predeceased by three brothers, 
John, Joseph Jr., Walter, and three sis-
ters, Anna Rauer, Irene Brunyak, and 
Helen Smith.   He leaves his loving 
sister-in-law, Maryann Hamilton and 
her husband Jack. Many nieces and 
nephews including his adored niece 
Jill Lemansky, her husband Richie and 
sons Dean and Drew, and nephew John 
O’Connell, his wife Annie and daugh-
ters Emily and Addie. You didn’t have 
to be related though – he was affection-
ally called Uncle by many.

As a young man, Stanley enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps proudly serving 
his country for three years, some of  
that time overseas in Japan.

Stanley worked 
in the food industry 
throughout his life.  
He worked for the 
International Salt 
Company, Salada 
Foods, Halpern 
Brothers, and 
Buckley and Tovsky, 
before retiring from 
Johnson O’Hare as vice president of  
sales.  His favorite job came after retire-
ment as part of  the staff  of  Paradis-
Givner Funeral Home.

A devoted parishioner of  St. Roch’s 
Parish, Stanley served as a member of  
the Parish Council for many years and 
was instrumental in advocating for and 
creating the outdoor prayer garden on 
church grounds.

Weekly Sunday Dinners were a 
long-standing tradition for Stanley 
and his family. There would always be 
enough room at the table and food for 
all who were welcomed to join. You 
didn’t have to be related to be consid-
ered part of  the family. He will always 
be lovingly remembered for making 
way too many mashed potatoes.

The family would like to thank the 
Charlton Manor Rest Home including 
Michael Turpin, Debra Fitts, and the 
extended staff  for the care and comfort 
they so passionately provided over the 
years. We are so grateful to all the won-
derful girls and those residents who 
became his friends. To the JHC Hospice 
team, especially Marlene and Hillary, 
for your care and compassion provided 
through his challenging last few days.

A funeral was held on Saturday, July 
15, 2023, from Paradis-Givner Funeral 
Home, 357 Main St., Oxford, followed by 
a Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Roch’s Church, 
332 Main St., Oxford.  Burial with mil-
itary honors followed at St. Roch’s 
Cemetery in Oxford.  Calling hours 
were Friday, July 14, 2023, from 4-7 p.m. 
at the funeral home.  In lieu of  flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made 
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, c/o 
St. Roch’s Church, 334 Main St., Oxford, 
MA 01540.

Stanley L. Sklarz, 87

WEBSTER – Mary 
Baxter passed away 
peacefully on Friday, 
August 4, 2023 at the 
age of  101. She was 
born Mary Athena 
Pappas on October 
25, 1921 in Webster, 
the daughter of  Alex 

and Christina (Shimo) 
Pappas and lived in Webster most of  
her life.

Mary attended Bartlett High School 
and worked in her father’s market after 
graduation. At the close of  World War 
II, she married Tom Buchka. They had 
two sons, Thomas S. Jr. and Robert. 
Tom changed the family name to 
Baxter in 1958. Mary continued to work 
in her family market for years and also 
assisted her husband in his nightclub 
business.

Mary’s main passion was her family, 
cooking and homemaking. She sewed, 

knitted, crocheted, kept an immaculate 
house, and was an excellent cook. She 
was always willing to try new recipes 
but was probably best remembered for 
her Greek pita, cornmeal pie and Greek 
cookies.

For 18 years she and Tom moved 
annually between Webster and Florida.

Mary had 3 brothers, Vasil, Peter 
and Charles Pappas and a sister Olga 
Pappas who preceded her in death as 
well as her husband of  70 years Thomas 
and her older son Tom, Jr. “Butch.”

She is survived by her son Robert and 
his wife Lucy of  Lake George, NY.

There are no calling hours. Donations 
in her name may be made to Saints 
Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Church, PO Box 713, Webster, MA 01570. 
Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of  Sitkowski, Malboeuf  & Hickey 
Funeral Home, 340 School Street.

 www.websterfunerals.com

May Baxter, 101

WEBSTER – 
Rosemary (Puchta) 
Pelc, 75, died Tuesday, 
August 1, 2023 in 
U M a s s / M e m o r i a l 
Healthcare University 
Campus in Worcester 
after a brief  illness 
with her family at her 
side.

She leaves 3 children, Patricia A. 
Salvas of  Webster, Donald E. Leighton, 
Sr. of  Putnam, CT and Richard C. 
“Richie” Leighton and his companion 
Esther Aldarawcheh of  Putnam, CT; 
10 grandchildren, Melanie, Danielle 
and her husband Nick, Patrick, Trisha, 
Donald, Jr., Jonathan, Justin, Brandon, 
Richard, Jr. and Katrina; 12 great-grand-
children; a brother, Leonard Gagliardi 
and his wife Jeannie of  Texas; a sister, 
Elizabeth “Betty” Puchta of  Tennessee; 
her best friends, Sheila Davern and 
Anna Erwin; her former son-in-law and 

good friend, Daniel Salvas of  Sutton; 
and many acquaintances.

She was born on June 5, 1948 in 
Southbridge, a daughter of  Emil and 
Louise (Gagliardi) Puchta and lived 
in West Brookfield and Palmer.  She 
attended Tantasqua Regional High 
School in Sturbridge.  She has lived in 
Webster since 1968.

For the majority of  her life, she was 
a homemaker.  She also worked several 
jobs including being an order picker at 
Filene’s Basement in Auburn.

She enjoyed playing cards especial-
ly cribbage, socializing, reading and 
spending time with her grandchildren.

Visitation was held from 4:00 to 6:00 
PM on Sunday, August 6, in Scanlon 
Funeral Service, 38 East Main Street. 
Donations in her name may be made 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105.

 www.scanlonfs.com

Rosemary Pelc, 75

ity following the July 24 town meeting. The School Committee officially voted to 
set a date of  Aug. 23 for a district-wide Super Town Meeting in case the education 
assessment fails. The meeting will be held on the Shephard Hill football field. In the 
case of  a weather situation the meeting would be postponed to the following day.

The Aug. 17 override vote that will determine the fate of  the school budget will 
include the following questions: $556,111.09 for public safety including fire and 
police, $534,304.50 for the highway department, $133,698 for general government and 
municipal services, $297,528.41 to support the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library, 
and the $901,683 for the school assessment. Information on voting locations and 
more details concerning the budget items have been made available on the Town 
of  Dudley Web site.

VOTE
continued from page     A1



MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage 
given by Talissa Barbalho and Hairo R. 
Bino to Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union 
dated July 14, 2017 and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds at Book 
57420, Page 141 of which Mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder, 
for breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 10:00 AM. on the 29th  day
of  August, 2023 at 51 Old Common 
Road, Auburn, Massachusetts 01501, 
all and singular the premises described 
in said Mortgage, to wit:
The following described property locat-
ed in the County of Worcester, Town of 
Auburn:
BEGINNING at a concrete bound 
on the northeasterly sideline of Old 
Common Road at the most westerly 
corner of the parcel to be described; 
said bound also being the most south-
easterly corner of land now or formerly 
of Post;
THENCE:  North 37 deg. of 59’ 00” East 
along land now or formerly of Post, 
a distance of Four Hundred Seventy-
Eight and 48/100 (478.48) feet to a 
point;
THENCE:  South 38 deg. 37’ 25” East 
along land now or formerly of Post, a 
distance of One Hundred Ninety-Three 
and 53/100 (193.53) feet to a point;
THENCE:  South 36 deg. 43’ 36” West 
along land now or formerly of Murray, 
a distance of Four Hundred Seventy-
four and 25/100 (474.25) feet to a point 
on the northeasterly sideline of Old 
Common Road;
THENCE:  North 40 deg. 30’ 00” West 
along said sideline, a distance of Two 
Hundred Two and 75/100 (202.75) feet 
to the point of beginning; and
CONTAINING 2.11 acres, more or 
less.

Subject to a New England Power 
Company right of way shown on said 
plan.
BEING Parcel A on a plan by Cullinan 
Engineering Co., Inc. titled “Plan of 
Property – Auburn, Massachusetts” 
dated April 20, 1979 owned by Joseph 
E. Murray and Olive D. Murray and filed
in the Worcester District Registry of
Deeds in Plan Book 463, Page 28.
For Mortgagor’s title see said Registry
Book 57420, Page 138.
The premises are to be sold subject
to and with the benefit of all ease-
ments, restrictions, building and zoning
laws, unpaid taxes, tax titles, water
bills, municipal liens and assessments,
rights of tenants and parties in pos-
session.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
shall be required to be paid to the
mortgagee in cash, by certified or
bank’s cashier check at the time and
place of sale. The balance of the pur-
chase price is to be paid in cash, by
certified check or by bank cashier’s
check in or within 30 days from the
date of the sale.  TIME WILL BE OF
THE ESSENCE.
Other terms if any, to be announced at
the sale.
Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
Edward P. McCarthy
McCarthy Law Office, LLC
303 Wyman Street, Suite 300
Waltham, MA  02451
(781) 577-6686
August 04, 2023
August 11, 2023
August 18, 2023

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 32 Pinehurst Avenue, Auburn, 
Massachusetts  

By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Arthur Marcotte 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Embrace Home Loans, 
Inc., its successors and assigns, said 
mortgage dated September 8, 2015, 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 54294 at Page 375 and now 
held by Embrace Home Loans, Inc. by 
virtue of an assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee for Embrace 
Home Loans, Inc., its successors and 
assigns to Embrace Home Loans, Inc. 
dated November 15, 2018 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 59746, Page 
347, for breach of the conditions in 
said mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same, will be sold at 
Public Auction on September 13, 
2023 at 2:30 PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The Land with the buildings thereon 
in Auburn, Massachusetts shown 
as Lot #13 on plan entitle “Plan 
of Pinehurst, North West Section 
dated March 25, 1939 by A.N. Pone, 
Surveyor and is more particularly 
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point in the wester-
ly line of Pinehurst Avenue, 900 feet 
southerly from the southeast corner 
of land now or formerly of Fritz and 
Agnes Carlson, which point is the 
southeast corner of lot 12 on said 
plan;
THENCE S. 40 38’ E. by line of
Pinehurst Avenue, 75 feet to a point 
at Lot 14 on said plan;
THENCE running westerly by Lot 14 
a distance of 288 feet, more or less, 
to the high water mark of Stoneville 
Lower Reservoir;
THENCE running northerly by said 
Reservoir 84 feet, more or less, to 
the point on said high water mark 

marking the southwest corner of 
Lot 12;
THENCE running easterly by said 
Lot 12 a distance of 305 feet, more 
or less, to the point of beginning.
32 Pinehurest Ave., Auburn, MA,
004-219
Title to the above described prop-
erty conveyed to Arthur Marcotte
from Sevim Bastug and Gabriel
Bastug by Quit Claim Deed dated
and recorded September 28, 2001 in
Book 24928 Page 88 or Instrument
No. 151930.
The description of the property
that appears in the mortgage to be
foreclosed shall control in the event of
a typographical error in this publication.
For Mortgagors’ Title see deed dated
September 28, 2001, and recorded
in Book 24928 at Page 88 with the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.
FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) Dollars
of the purchase price must be paid by
a certified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check at the time and place of
the sale by the purchaser.  The balance
of the purchase price shall be paid in
cash, certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within sixty (60) days
after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032
Attorney for Embrace Home Loans, Inc.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(860) 677-2868
August 11, 2023
August 18, 2023
August 25, 2023
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Sponsored by Mark 
Mandeville & Raianne 
Richards masswalking-
tour.org, Local 4 Life loc-
al4life.org, The Last 
Green Valley thelast-
greenvalley.org, and the 
Town of  Dudley dudley-
ma.gov and The Dudley 
Cultural Council. 

The Last Green 
Valley is two things - it’s 
the 35-town National 
Heritage Corridor in 
eastern Connecticut 
and south-central 
Massachusetts, and it’s 
also your member-sup-
ported, non-profit stew-
ardship organization 
working for you in 

the National Heritage 
Corridor. The Last Green 
Valley National Heritage 
Corridor is green by 
day and dark by night, a 
place with a rich history 
in a surprisingly rural 
landscape. With 84 per-
cent forest and farm, the 
Corridor is the last swath 
of  dark night sky in the 
coastal sprawl between 
Boston and Washington, 
D.C. TLGV advocates to 
sustain our region’s lega-
cy for future generations. 
TLGV is celebrating 33 
years of  Walktober in 
2023 with many wide-
open spaces to explore 
with walks, hikes, his-
toric tales, paddles, bike 
rides, farm visits and 
more. 

The mission of  Local 
4 Life is built around a 

passion for education, 
conservation and com-
munity-building. The 
non-profit was founded 
by two middle school 
Science teachers who 
were inspired to offer 
hands on learning that 
supported local farms 
and broadened their 
reach beyond the class-
room. They recruited a 
diverse board of  direc-
tors, advisors and vol-
unteers that consist of  
farmers, educators, and 
entrepreneurs. With the 
help of  their expertise, 
skills and talents, Local 
4 Life has hosted events, 
workshops and activities 
for all ages that have been 
centered in four core val-
ues- Agricultural & Local 
Partnerships, Youth 
Education. Conservation 
of  Resources, and 

Diversified Community 
Outreach.

Since 2010, singer-song-
writers Mark Mandeville 
& Raianne Richards 
have organized a grass-
roots bipedal trek annu-
ally to raise awareness 
of  recreational green-
space throughout the 
state and create folk cof-
feehouse-style musical 
events in each town.The 
Massachusetts Walking 
Tour has performed over 
131 concerts in 113 towns 
across the state, partner-
ing with the National 
Parks Service, Mass 
Audubon, Trustees, DCR, 
Freedoms Way and AMC 
to hike sections of  the 
Appalachian Trail, Mid-
State Trail, New England 
National Scenic Trail, 
Bay Circuit Trail, Cape 

Cod Rail Trail, South 
Coast Bikeway and many 
of  the region’s smaller 
recreational greenspaces. 
In 2017, Sen. Ed Markey 
officially recognized the 
Massachusetts Walking 
Tour in the congressio-
nal record for an annual 
commitment to promot-
ing trails, arts and cul-
ture throughout the state.

“Our intention is sim-
ply to help people under-
stand the importance of  
greenspace in our busy 
lives by inviting them 
out for a wal k, to see 
younger and older folks 
hiking together, shar-
ing thoughts on a nice 
day out in the woods,” 
states co-founder Mark 
Mandeville. “As for the 
concerts, we do our best 
to create a respectful 
listening environment 

which highlights local 
performers, artists and 
folks with good work to 
announce – in that way, 
each concert is unique.” 

Aside from organiz-
ing the Massachusetts 
Walking Tour, perform-
ing and recording their 
original compositions, 
Mandeville and Richards 
serve as music teachers 
in central Massachusetts 
through Blackstone 
Valley Music, an inde-
pendently owned school 
with a popular Band 
Camp Program and 
monthly community 
coffeehouse. To find 
out more about Mark & 
Raianne, visit markand-
raianne.com.

WALKTOBER
continued from page     A1

munity. … That’s why I’m 
here.”

Going forward, he said 
he sees three other key 
priorities: Adding two 
officers, a lieutenant and 
improving training; get-
ting Oxford accredited; 
and implementing body 
cameras.  Regarding the 
first of  those, he admit-
ted some people might 
not want to hear it, but 
the officers are “over-
worked.” Oxford is “a 
very active community 
for your size,” with crime 
up 10 percent, and with 
44 percent of  that crime 
being against people, he 
said. 

To do it, he argued in 
favor of  getting out of  
civil service, saying the 
list doesn’t have enough 
people to provide the 
candidates Oxford needs. 
Years ago, it was neces-
sary, because so many 
people were applying, 
but no longer. Instead, 
Daniels said he’d like to 
be able to send recruit-
ers to police academies to 
promote Oxford.

“You hire who is the 
best,” he said. “That’s 
what the community 
deserves.”

Regarding accredita-
tion, he said he did that 
in Westboro and has 
helped other towns do it, 
so he has “eyes on the 
most current policies and 
procedures.” Doing so, 

he added, will cut town 
insurance costs. The new 
regulations allow inter-
nal affairs investigations 
to be released, and he 
noted “People are look-
ing for their police to be 
accountable. Uner my 
leadership, that will hap-
pen.”

Regarding cameras, he 
said he ran that program 
in Westboro, too with 
“great results.” Overall, 
he said, “police officers 
are doing a great job, and 
it’s not shown enough.”

Daniels said he was 
also union president for 
nine years, and involved 
in negotiations often. 
Those included moving 
the dispatchers to the fire 
department. He said he’s 
read the Oxford contract 

and already highlight-
ed elements he’d like to 
change, and noted “an 
open dialogue will pre-
vent a lot of  problems.” 

During the delibera-
tions after the interviews, 
Chair Dennis Lamarche 
noted Daniels was the 
top ranked choice by civil 
service. If  they wanted 
to pick one of  the others, 
he said, they had to “give 
very very good reasons 
for changing their rank-
ing.”

Nobody proposed doing 
that, though. 

Robert King had the 
most to say about the 
candidates, saying he 
was impressed by their 
“diversity of  back-
grounds” but thought 
Daniels’ Westboro and 

Bolton experience 
seemed “most analogous” 
to Oxford. The other two, 
from Fitchburg and New 
Britain,  were both larger 
cities with issues Oxford 
doesn’t have; that made 
him concerned about 
“the culture not jelling,” 
he said.

Mark Lee said he liked 
Daniels’ “vision for us” 
and his willingness to say 
things “maybe we don’t 
want to hear.”

“Because I’m a denizen 
of  the courthouse, I was 
able to ask around and I 
heard great things about 
the Westboro police 
department as a leader 
in progressive policing,” 
he said. “... And the com-
munity supports the lieu-
tenant.”

To John Eul, the key 
issue was that “he envi-
sions growing the next 
chief  from within.” 
(King and Lamarche both 
agreed, with the latter 
saying Grneit “should be 
our next chief.”) Eul said 
he was impressed that 
Daniels had researched 
the town, had experience 
with young people and 
knew some of  Oxford’s 
officers already.

“All three candidates 
[were] phenomenal,” 
Lamarche said. “Good 
background, good 
thoughts.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

DANIELS
continued from page     A1
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A new school year presents a wealth of  opportu-
nities for incoming students. Students returning to 
the same school can build upon the previous year’s 
successes, while students transitioning from elemen-
tary school to middle school or middle school to high 
school can embrace the excitement and accept the 
challenges posed by continuing on their academic 
journeys.

It’s not uncommon for all students to experience 
some first day jitters, but that nervous excitement 
might be especially pronounced for transfer students. 
The transition to a new school is made simpler for 
many students because they make it alongside class-
mates they’ve known for years. Transfer students 
have no such security blanket, but can embrace the 
following strategies as they prepare to begin the 
school year in a whole new environment.

• Attend student orientation sessions. Orientation 
sessions can benefit any student, but may be espe-
cially useful for transfer students. Orientation ses-
sions typically include a campus tour, a rundown of  
both academic and social activities and a chance to 
meet the school staff, including teachers and coaches. 
Transfer students who attend these sessions also may 
meet fellow classmates, who typically serve as guides 

on campus tours or in other capacities which requires 
them to interact with session attendees. This can be 
a great opportunity to connect with individuals who 
could serve as a familiar face come the first day of  
school.

• Schedule a visit with a guidance counselor. 
Guidance counselors can be invaluable resources for 
transfer students. Parents can come along and discuss 
the student’s interests in a direct conversation with 
a counselor, who can fill the family in on all that’s 
available on campus. That can include academics and 
extracurricular activities.

• Dive in socially. Though it’s not always easy to 
transfer to a new school that already has its own social 
networks, the best way to meet new people is to make 
a concerted effort to engage socially. Student-athletes 
may have an advantage because the team atmosphere 
provides a ready-made social network. However, extra-
curricular clubs also provide that benefit and do so 
without the added pressure of  competing for a spot 
on a team.

• Don’t go it alone. Students should recognize that 
the transition is not something they need to do on 
their own. If  students transferred because their fami-
ly moved, then others in the family, including parents, 

are likely to experience their own ups and downs as 
well. Speak with parents and siblings if  the transition 
does not get off  to a smooth start. Such openness can 
open the door to new strategies and help to alleviate 
some of  the stress that can accompany a transition to 
a new school.

A new school year can be a nervous time for trans-
fer students. However, various strategies can help to 
make the transition go more smoothly.  

Parents can make every 
effort to encourage chil-
dren to make the most 
of  the school experience, 
including academics and 
extracurricular activi-
ties. Though students’ 
level of  engagement is 
ultimately up to them, 
parental involvement at 
school can be crucial for 
students’ success. 

According to the 
National Education 
Council, when parents 
get involved in their chil-
dren’s education, those 
children are more likely 
to do better in school and 
be more positive about 
the school experience. 
They also may be well-be-
haved. Parents wonder-
ing what they can do to 
assist at the school level 
can consider these possi-
bilities.

Attend school board 
meetings

Many community 
school boards are com-
prised entirely of  vol-
unteers who work with 
superintendents and 
other personnel to advo-
cate for policies and 
procedures for students. 
Decisions typically are 
up for vote, and par-
ents can run for school 
board positions or sim-
ply attend meetings each 
month and let their voic-
es be heard about various 
issues.

Attend open houses 
and conferences

Parents can make 
every effort to get to 
know teachers and other 
staff. Putting faces to 
names can help parents 
develop a connection to 
teachers and vice versa. 
Most schools have back 
to school nights, meet the 
coaches opportunities, 
open houses, and par-

ent-teacher conferences. 
Parents can take part in 
these events.

Open lines of  commu-
nication

Parents can ask teach-
ers and other staff  how 
they prefer to communi-
cate. Some teachers want 
students to take the lead 
and reach out first, with 
parents providing sup-
port if  need be. Adults 
can be responsive when 
teachers reach out.

Attend school events
Families can make it 

a point to support stu-
dents in all endeavors. 
Whenever the opportu-
nity to visit the school 
comes up — whether for 
a concert, sports game, 
trivia night, or fundrais-
er — parents can make 
an effort to attend.

Volunteer

When parents want to 
be involved even further, 
they can head commit-
tees at school or volun-
teer with the PTA or PTO. 
They also can help out in 
the cafeteria, library or in 

the main office. Parents 
who have particular skills 
may volunteer to provide 
tutoring or mentoring 
as needed. Furthermore, 
parents can volunteer in 
school-sanctioned extra-

curriculars, such as 
Scouts BSA or as sports 
coaches.

Involvement in school 
is part of  being an 
informed and supportive 
parent.

 (505 words, US, UK, 
CAN)

After a summer of  
relaxation, the start of  
a new school year gen-
erates mixed emotions 
among students. Many 
children look forward 
to being back on cam-
pus with their friends 
but may not revel in the 
idea of  waking up early 
or doing homework each 
night. 

While summer break 
is a much needed-re-
spite from the rigors of  
school, it doesn’t mean 
school should be forgot-
ten entirely. In fact, doing 
some preparatory steps 
before a new school year 
begins can make the year 
go much more smoothly. 
Here’s how students and 
parents can direct their 
focus during the final 
countdown.

Keep reading
According to 

Scholastic, summer 
slide is a concept that 
was first acknowledged 
by researchers in 1996. 
Many comprehensive 
studies have come out 
since then and indicated 
that kids lose significant 
knowledge in reading 
and math over summer 
break, which can have 
a cumulative effect and 
lead to skill loss each 

year. Some research says 
up to 20 percent of  school 
year gains in reading 
and 27 percent in math 
are lost during summer 
break. Children should 
be encouraged to read as 
much as possible during 
summer break, particu-
larly since many schools 
require summer reading 
and subsequent essays 
or book reports upon 
returning to the class-
room. Let kids read what 
they want, whether it’s 
comics, magazines, the 
newspaper, or even books 
they’ve read before.

Accumulate supplies
School may not be on 

the radar early in sum-
mer, but it’s wise to pur-
chase supplies early. 
Right before school starts 
there is a mad dash to 
grab notebooks, pens, 
clothing, and more, which 
can make for a stressful 
shopping experience for 
all involved. Shopping 
early helps families avoid 
that outcome. 

Brush up on math 

skills
It can’t hurt for stu-

dents to do a few math 
problems over the sum-
mer. Practice keeps skills 
fresh and any mathemat-
ical formulas prominent 
in their minds. All it 
takes is one or two prob-
lems per day to stay on 
top of  math skills.

Visit educational 
attractions

Families can include 
museums, art exhib-
its, animal sanctuaries, 
libraries, science centers, 
and similar attractions 
in the list of  places they 
visit over the summer. 
This way students can 
learn and be entertained 
simultaneously.

Start enforcing bed-
times

School-aged children 
(six to 13 years) need 
nine to 12 hours of  sleep 
every night, according to 
KidsHealth.org. During 
the summer, late nights 
can easily be rectified 
by sleeping in the next 
day. But when school 

resumes, the alarm clock 
will be ringing earlier 
than expected. Parents 
can gradually implement 
earlier bedtimes as sum-
mer winds down so that 
kids are getting the rest 
they will need.

Get in the know
Parents can begin to 

pay closer attention to 
emails and social media 
posts from schools as 
they’ll likely contain 
information about 
upcoming school calen-
dars, bus routes (or trans-
portation registration), 
changes in personnel, or 
any additional updates. 
This will help alleviate 
any surprises on the first 
day of  school.

Families can take sev-
eral steps to get ready 
for school as the first day 
draws near.  BS238164

SOCIAL MEDIA TEXT: 
Some preparatory steps 
before a new school year 
begins can make the year 
go much more smoothly.

What parents can do to be more involved at school

Start preparing for school now

Strategies to help transfer students adjust to a new school 

The rigors of  academia 
demand every student’s 
utmost devotion. For 
some, the challenges in 
the classroom are accom-
panied by the thrill of  
competition on the play-
ing fields. Multi-tasking 
may be most associated 
with modern profession-

als, but many might have 
learned how to balance 
multiple responsibilities 
at once during their days 
as student-athletes.

Student-athletes typi-
cally have a lot on their 
plates. Managing multi-
ple priorities at once can 
overwhelm anyone, espe-

cially young student-ath-
letes without much expe-
rience handling such a 
juggling act. As a new 
school year begins, stu-
dent-athletes can con-
sider these strategies as 
they try to do their best 
in the classroom and on 
the competitive playing 

fields.
• Practice time man-

agement over the sum-
mer. Summer vacation 
provides a much-needed 
respite for all students, 
but it also can serve as 
a time management 
trial run for student-ath-
letes. Over the course of  
summer break, create a 
schedule of  activities and 
allot a certain amount of  
time to devote to each. 
In the spirit of  summer 
vacation, these activities 
need not be rigorous, but 
the schedule can lay the 
foundation for the hope-
fully successful manage-
ment of  time that will 
be necessary when the 
school year begins.

• Take steps to avoid 
burnout. Burnout can 
affect student-athletes 
in the classroom and 
on the field. Work with 
parents, coaches and 
school staff, including a 
nutritionist if  one works 
for the school’s athletic 
department, to devise a 

meal plan that will help 
to energize the body and 
reduce injury risk. In 
addition, follow a consis-
tent sleep schedule that 
helps to overcome men-
tal and physical fatigue. 
According to guidelines 
from the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, teenagers 
between the ages of  13 
and 18 should sleep eight 
to 10 hours each night. 

• Avoid distractions. 
Student-athletes who 
are finding it hard to get 
at least eight hours of  
sleep each night might 
be too distracted during 
the day to get everything 
done so they can go to 
bed at a reasonable hour. 
Smartphones ensure dis-
tractions are never too 
far away, but student-ath-
letes can take a proactive 
approach and turn off  
app notifications once a 
new school year and sea-
son begins. In addition, 
pick a quiet homework/
study room in the house 

without distractions like 
a television or the hum of  
outside noise.

• Set academic and ath-
letic goals. Coaches typ-
ically establish goals for 
players before the season 
and then again during 
end-of-season exit inter-
views. Such goals can 
help athletes maintain 
their motivation, and a 
similar strategy can be 
employed in the class-
room. Parents and stu-
dent-athletes can meet 
with teachers to estab-
lish study goals to keep 
them striving toward 
academic achievement. 
Clearly defined goals can 
improve student-athletes’ 
focus, and that can make 
it easier to balance their 
responsibilities.

Student-athletes face a 
balancing act once a new 
school year or season 
begins. Various strate-
gies can help young peo-
ple successfully juggle 
their academic and ath-
letic obligations.  

How to help student-athletes balance academics and athletics
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* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Are you one of our 
Community Heroes?

If you served our currently served in the military, law enforcement, firefighter, EMS, area Healthcare 
Professional or a Teacher, we want to celebrate and REWARD you for your service. Our national 

program has REWARDED over 50,000 heroes with total rewards exceeding 100 MILLION. If you are 
buying or selling a home let us say THANK YOU with a REWARD check equivalent to 25% of our 

commission with an additional 5% give to the Homes for Heroes Foundation to help others in need. 
Call to schedule you consulation and let us get started on presenting you a REWARD check!

CHARLTON LAND
5+ Acres w/ Septic Design
12 Elliot Drive $124,900

Potential 40+ Lot 
Subdivision
$1,900,000

in Great Location
5-7 Market St. $369,900

3 bedrooms each unit, 
“Townhouse” Style, Town Water

WEBSTER- DUPLEX

TERMS:Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to 
qualify as a bidder. No CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  
Cashier/certified checks should be made out to whomever is going to 
bid at the auction. The balance to be paid within thirty (30) days at the 
law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Wednesday, August 16, 2023  

4:00 PM-SOUTHBRIDGE
20 Marc Avenue  

sgl fam, 960 sf liv area, 1.1 ac lot, 5 rm, 
3 bdrm, 2.5 bth, Worcester(Worc):

 Bk 45020, Pg 208

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 
1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107, 

0100030, 3099

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

REAL ESTATE

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 03, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 11, 2023

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage 
given by April M. Lowe to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Encore Credit Corp., 
its successors and assigns, dated 
July 27, 2005 and recorded with the 
Worcester County (Northern District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 36926, 
Page 155 for breach of the conditions 
of said Mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 1:00 PM on August 
25, 2023 at 11 Negus Street, Webster, 
MA, all and singular the premises 
described in said Mortgage, to wit:
That certain lot or parcel of land with the 
buildings thereon located in Webster, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as referenced 
below:
BEGINNING at the southwest corner 
thereof at land now or formerly of 
Amasa Davis;
THENCE easterly seventy and one-
half (70 1/2) feet by said Negus Street 
to land now or formerly of B. A. Corbin 
& Son Company;
THENCE northerly by said Corbin 
land, ninety-five (95) feet to the afore-
said Davis land;
THENCE westerly by said Corbin land, 
seventy-two (72) feet to the aforesaid 
Davis land;
THENCE southerly about ninety-six 
(96) feet to the point of beginning.
Subject to and with the benefits of any
and all rights, restrictions, covenants
and easements of record, insofar as
the same may be in force and appli-
cable.
For Mortgagor tittle see Book 36926
Page 154
The premises are to be sold subject to
and with the benefit of all easements,
restrictions, encroachments, building
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens
and assessments, rights of tenants
and parties in possession, and attor-
ney’s fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or money order will
be required to be delivered at or before
the time the bid is offered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement

immediately after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the form 
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satisfactory to 
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms of the 
sale by written or oral announcement 
made before or during the foreclosure 
sale. If the sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the deposit 
paid. The purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in this 
publication. TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
Deutsche Bank National Trust 
Company, solely as Trustee for 
MASTR Specialized loan Trust 2006-1 
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2006-1
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
22-011715
August 04, 2023
August 11, 2023
August 18, 2023

(SEAL)
TRIAL COURT OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

THE SUPERIOR COURT
Worcester County Superior Court 

225 Main Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608

Dennis P. McManus, Clerk of Court
Docket No: 2385CV00655A

ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION

Specialized Loan Servicing, LLC 
vs 

Heirs, Devisees, and Legal 
Representatives of Sara B Mills et 

al 
Re: Heirs, Devisees and Legal 
Representatives of Sara B. Mills 
WHEREAS a Complaint was filed in 
our Superior Court by Specialized 
Loan Servicing, LLC 
Wherein it is seeking to: Distribute 
surplus proceeds from its foreclo-
sure sale; 
Order that the Defendants appear 
and prove their claims, if any, to the 
surplus funds; 
Award the Plaintiff its costs, expens-
es and attorney’s fees incurred in 
bringing this action, to be paid from 
the surplus; 
Permit the Plaintiff to pay the sur-
plus funds into this Court, plus 
any accrued interest and less its 
costs, expenses and attorney’s fees 
incurred in connection with this 
action; 
After such funds have been depos-
ited with the Court, dismiss the 
Plaintiff as a party to this action; 
and Determine the rights of the 
Defendants as to the surplus funds 
paid into Court 
We COMMAND YOU if you intend to 
make any defense, that on or within 
such 09/05/2023 further time as the 

law allows you do cause your written 
pleading to be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of Court named above, in said 
Commonwealth, and further that you 
defend against said suit according to 
law if you intend any defense, and that 
you do and receive what the Court 
shall order and adjudge therein.
Hereof fail not, at your peril, or as oth-
erwise said suit may be adjudged and 
orders entered in your absence.
It appearing to this Court that no per-
sonal service of the Complaint has 
been made on the defendant a deputy 
sheriff having made a return on the 
summons that after diligent search 
he can find no one upon whom he 
can lawfully make service, a copy of 
which is hereto attached and made 
part of this notice, it is ORDERED that 
notice of this suit be given to them by 
publishing, once a week for three suc-
cessive weeks, the last publication to 
be at least 20-days before said return 
day in the: 
Newspaper: The Webster Times
City/Town: Oxford, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts
Date issued 07/11/2023
Cheryl Riddle, Clerk of Courts/Asst. 
Clerk.
July 28, 2023
August 4, 2023
August, 11, 2023

INVITATION TO BID
The Town of Webster Department of 
Public Works is requesting sealed bids 
for a new 2023 Ford F450 4x4-cab 
chassis or equal. Bids will be received 
up to and read at 10:00 am on Monday, 
August 28, 2023   
Specifications are available at the Town 
of Webster/Highway 
Department, 23 Cudworth Rd, Web-
ster, MA 01570. 
All envelopes must be marked “BID 
TRUCK”
Office hours are Monday – Friday 7:00 
am – 3:00 pm, office number 508-949-
3862.
The Town of Webster through its Board 
of Selectmen reserves the right to re-
ject any all bids if deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town. 
August 11, 2023
August 18, 2023

NOTICE OF SALE 
OF MOTOR VEHICLE 

UNDER G.L.C. 255, SECTION 39A
Notice is hereby given by: School Street 
Towing 17-31 School Street, Webster 
MA 01570 pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L.C. c. 255, Section 39A, that on: 
26 August 2023 at 9:00 AM at 17-31 
School Street, Webster MA by private 
sale the following Motor Vehicle will be 
sold to satisfy the garagekeeper’s lien 
theron for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle. 
Vehicle description: Year 2011
Make: BMW Model: 328I
Registartion#/State: 3YKE31
VIN: WBAPK5C5OBA655752
Name and address of vehicle owner 
Richard Watts, 28 Summer St., South-
bridge, MA 01550
By Frank A Czechowski 
4 Aug 2023
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L.c. 255, Section 39A.
August 11, 2023
August 18, 2023
August 25, 2023

LEGALS
LEGALS
continued from page     A13

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. W023P2532EA 
Estate of: 

Leonard Stanley Gevry
Also Known As: 

Leonard S. Gevry
Date Of Death: 
MAY 12, 2023 

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Linda J. Gevry of  Webster MA 
Linda J. Gevry of  Webster MA 
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.
August 11, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court 
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P2024EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Norman L Rudzinski
Date of Death: 08/18/2017

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited Formal 
Testacy and/or Appointment  has 
been filed by  P atricia A Rudzinski 
of North Grosvenord CT  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Patricia A Rudzinski of North 
Grosvenord CT be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/05/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-

The Webster Five home office is pitch-
ing in as well, with ongoing employee 
collection efforts taking place at their 
corporate headquarters in Auburn.

“The children we are assisting are 
transitioning between homes and 
schools, and often do not have reliable 
access to basic needs,” said Samaris 
Escobar, Webster Five Relationship 
Banker and one of  the backpack project 
leads. “Our goal is to provide as many 
children as possible with new school 
supplies to help them be better prepared 
to learn and feel more confident as they 
tackle the 2023-2024 academic year.”

The bank has also donated $1,000 to 
each of  these organizations in support of  
508 Forever Young’s Backpack Giveaway 
and the CASA Project’s Fifth Annual 
Champions for Children Celebration, 
recognizing the true need for the chil-
dren of  Worcester County.

Webester Five supports local organi-
zations both through corporate spon-
sorships and through the Webster Five 
Foundation. Through their Web of  
Caring to Make a Difference program, 
Webster Five has provided millions of  
dollars in charitable contributions to 
local nonprofit organizations and pro-
grams. 

WEBSTER FIVE
continued from page     A1

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & 
road. An old cement block garage is 
located on the property. It’s location 
is not Prime  Land area is Surveyed 
and has received DEP approval w/
order of conditions to build, FILE# 
323-1178. Property suitable for 
small craft dockage/off season stor-
age. Town Water & Sewer available 

$199,000

Featured New Listing!

Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. 
of mostly cleared flat land, gentle 

decline to waters edge.  Sandy Shore 
line! Western views

 Call for a viewing! $600,000

Webster Lake 
Waterfront Lot 

NEW LISTING! 
L o n g t i m e 
Family Home 
for Sale!! 
4 Bedrrom 
Cape W/Over 
2000SF of Liv-
ing Space! Liv-
ing room, Eat-

in Kitchen, Main Bedroom, 1/2 Bath. Second Floor 
3 Bedrooms, full bath. Economical Gas Heat! New 
Electrical Panel! Come Take a Look!     $225,000.

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  
RARE FIND! BEING BUILT~ SPRAWLING ONE LEV-
EL RANCH HOME! Situated on a Level 1/2 Acre Lot! 
Private backyard. OPEN FLOOR PLAN Living room, 
Dining room, Upscale Kitchen with 8’ Island, 3 bed-
room, 2 Baths, Garage. BEAUTIFUL SOLID HARD-
WOOD FLOORS, Central air. Plenty off-street parking 
for Owners & Guests!  $615,000.

WILBRAHAM
408 DIPPING HOLE RD 

Large 8 room ranch. Hardwood flooring. 
2 acres of land. Failed Title V. As Is!  
assisted sale $200,000.

OXFORD - 72 OLD SOUTHBRIDGE RD
Welcome to this Unique 
Property! Custom Ranch 
Architecturally Designed 
for Entertaining! 4.3 
Acres Set Back off the 
Road  Stone Walls & 
Pond Frontage. Kitchen 
Specifically planned for 
Large Gatherings! 24x34 
Garage  $625,000

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

OXFORD - 2 HAMMOND ST.
Remodeled single family ranch home - corner lot. 3 

bedrooms, 2 baths. 
New appliances, 
granite counter-
tops, Hardwoods. 
HWBB/OIL. At-
tached Garage.  as-
sisted sale     

$400.000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake  
48 Union PointSORRY, SOLD!

Make Cherished Memories on   
WEBSTER LAKE!  Beautiful Wa-
terfront Cape! 12,000 sq. ft. lot, 
sunrises are just astonishing. 
Fireplaced & Vaulted ceiling, Liv-
ing Room. 2 zone central air. 2 car 
garage. assisted sale 

 $1,260,000

WOODSTOCK - 4 BARBER RD

Circa 1800 Vintage 3 bedrooms. Renovations includ-
ed kitchen & 2 baths, refinished wood flooring, inte-
rior painting & more…Barn, large lot.   $450,000

WEBSTER - 16 BLUEBERRY LANE  

B l u e b e r r y 
Hill Scenic 
N e i g h b o r-
hood! Garri-
son Coloni-
al, 8 RMS, 4 
BRS, 2-1/2 
Baths, FR-

PL’D Family Room, 2 Car Garage $449,900

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 5 SUMMIT ST    

SORRY, SOLD!

Large & Beautiful! 6 Bedroom Cape! Gently cared 
for. OFFERS 1,937+/- SF OF LIVING AREA W/6 BRS. 
LARGE 9,900 SF  LEVEL LOT, DET’D GARAGE

$314,900.

DUDLEY - 24 CENTRAL AVE

ON DEPOSIT

CAMPOLITO REALTY GROUP
”Two Agents, One Goal = Your Real Estate needs!”

Chris Campolito 
Broker/Owner 

WHAT SETS US APART IN REAL ESTATE!
•Veteran Owned
•Family Owned
•Our Clients are our Family
•Pre-Staging & Interior design advice

•Helping to Organize your Move
•Experience Matters, 20 years 
combined

A phone call or text is FREE 
 774-200-5288 

Campolitorealty.com
Licensed in MA, CT & FL

Kelly Campolito 
Sales Agent/Stage & Interior Design

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

4 Camelot Circle $587,500

* 2.5 Baths * Central Air
* Fireplace * Great Room
* Family Room
* Fantastic Neighborhood

DUDLEY- NEW PRICE 
AGENCY BONUS

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
FOR EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS!

Over 20 years experience!

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood



GIRLS’ LEAGUE

Tuesday, Aug. 1 — Opening Round of  Playoffs
(6) Shepherd Hill 25, (11) Leicester 20
(7) Bay Path 54, (10) Auburn 19
(9) Worcester North 46, (8) Northbridge 30
Thursday, Aug. 3 — Elite Eight
(1) Sutton 42, (9) Worcester North 40
(2) Millbury 47, (7) Bay Path 32
(3) Tantasqua 42, (6) Shepherd Hill 26
(5) Uxbridge defeated (4) Grafton by Forfeit

BOYS’ LEAGUE

Wednesday, Aug. 2 — Sweet 16
(1) Millbury Received a Bye
(2) Uxbridge 41, (19) Whitinsville Christian 38
(3) David Prouty 53, (18) Sutton 38
(16) Douglas 66, (4) Northbridge 50
(5) Grafton 64, (12) Nipmuc 44
(6) Quaboag 61, (11) Auburn 55

(10) Hopedale 52, (7) Oxford 38
(8) Bartlett 55, (9) Bay Path 53
Monday, Aug. 7 — Elite Eight
(1) Millbury 74, (16) Douglas 49
(2) Uxbridge 55, (10) Hopedale 45
(3) David Prouty 39, (8) Bartlett 28
(5) Grafton 61, (6) Quaboag 39
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SportS

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

NEEDED
Brimfield Home needs Woman

 Caretaker/ Companion for Live-In Help
No Smoking, No Drinking.
Must be responsible, caring,

 compassionate and kind.
Job is Full Time

Must Drive, Job Duties:
1. Driving Own Car/ Family car to 
Bank on 1st and 3rd of each month
2. Companionship
3. Shopping

Pays $250 Monthly
Call 1-413-544-0806

For Job Appointment

MANSFIELD

 1 Woodstove 

Polished Soapstone
Black matted cast 

$500 OBO

Call 508-847-5737

Nick Ethier photos

The Elite Eight round of playoffs in the Auburn Recreation and Culture Girls’ Summer Basketball League took place on 
Thursday, Aug. 3.

Auburn recreAtion And culture 
Summer bASketbAll leAgue reSultS

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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Don’t settle for poor-quality 
vinyl windows. 

Not only can they look shiny and 
low-end, some poor-quality vinyl 
windows can warp, leak and 
become drafty after just a few 
years. Our windows are made of 
our exclusive Fibrex® material, 
which is twice as strong as vinyl. 

Unlike some other 
companies, we warrant our 
windows and installation.2

Renewal by Andersen is the  
full-service replacement window 
division of Andersen 
Corporation®, and 
because they’ve been 
around for 120 
years, you know 
we’ll be around 
to stand behind our 
window, our service 
and our installation.2  

`

2

3

1 

Save
on every 
window!

Save
on every 

door!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase 
date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. 

FOR 1 YEAR1

$0 0 0%
Down Monthly  

Payments
Interest

AND

WITH 

$120 OFF
No minimum purchase required.

each window and door1 

1-800-209-2746
1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/16/2023. You must set your appointment by 9/4/2023 and purchase by 9/16/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 18.75% off your entire purchase 
and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/30/2023 and 9/16/2023. Additional $120 off each window or 
entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 9/4/2023 and purchase by 9/16/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, 
veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. 
Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan 
programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison 
based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License 
number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights 
reserved. 2See limited warranty for details.

Triple Tax-Free  
Sale on windows!

•   From last year we know that these appointments fill up quickly, so call today
•  You must call by September 4

Through September 4 only, buy four and get 18.75% off your entire purchase, and get 
an additional $120 off each window and door with $0 down, 0 monthly payments 
and 0% interest for one year!1

Must call by September 4, 2023

Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

your entire purchase1

Minimum purchase of four.

18.75% 
OFF
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Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Haven’t been by in awhile? 
Come check our  

new delicious options!

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$19999

$54999

$169999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$57999$119999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$47999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$79999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$24999

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$47999

WAS $599.99

20 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$89999

WAS $1099.99

SALES TAX HOLIDAY
GRILL
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$299.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$399.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$399.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$749.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung............$1399.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

WE REPAIR BIKES!

20% Off
BICYCLE 

ACCESSORIES
WITH THIS AD!

PREVIEW NOW! - HUNDREDS OF DEALS!
WE SELL
E-BIKES!

AUGUST
12th & 13th
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SCRATCH & DENT CLOSEOUTS- HUNDREDS OF DEALS

Open August 12th 8-10 
August 13th 9-9

DOUBLE KITCHEN REBATES

We’ve Moved to Fiske Hill Plaza!
71 Main St./Rt. 131Sturbridge, MA 01566

508-909-6966
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

Cleaner Food, Better Supplements, & Purer Body Care
Organic ~ Non-GMO ~ Gluten-Free ~ Paleo ~ Vegan
Specialty Coffee and Teas

Chocolates • Candles
Nourish Healthier, Live Happier  

Sharing Natures Wisdom

Gift them Health... Certificates Available

SHARING 
NATURE’S WISDOM

Your Health Matters is the best 
place to buy all-natural products like 
organic food and snacks, natural skin 
and hair care products, and revitaliz-

ing supplements and protein powder. 
No matter your lifestyle or diet, we’re 
accommodating to all and our staff is 
happy to help you find what you need 
to treat your body and live healthier.

20 % Off
Your Total Purchase

~Your Health Matters~

When you spend $50.00 or more. 
Sale items included.

Must present coupon at checkout

Thank you for partnering with us to create a healthier 
community! As we enter our ninth year, look for our annual 

event of gratitude in early October to celebrate the last  
8 years. We couldn’t have done it without you.

We look forward to continuing to serve you.

ST. ROCH SUMMER FESTIVAL
St. Roch Church, 

332 Main St., Oxford 
Saturday, August 12 from 8 am - 5 pm

 in the church hall 
Activities include a giant 

Adopt-A-Basket raffle, crafts, gifts, 
handmade knitted items,

 homemade baked goods, plant sale. 
Lunch 10:30-2:30 pm. 

(burgers, dogs, sausage sandwiches and
 pulled pork sandwiches)

All are welcome!

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

W O R C E S T E R 
— Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with 
10 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, is 
pleased to announce the 
promotion of  Sutton res-
ident Daniel D’Amico to 
vice president, commer-
cial banking officer. In 
this role as a commercial 
lender and commercial 
services manager,he has 
a unique depth of  knowl-
edge regarding various 
elements and collabora-
tions within the bank, 
allowing him to provide 
a high level of  service for 
all customers. He expert-
ly assists customers with 
their lending and com-
mercial banking needs 
along with the help of  his 
team below him. He was 
previously the assistant 
vice president, commer-
cial banking officer.

“Dan began his career 
in the banking industry 
17 years ago and has been 
with us since 2013,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO 
Todd Tallman. “From 
his experience in both 
commercial lending and 
commercial services, 
he supplies exceptional 
advice and solutions to 
his customers while cre-
ating meaningful and 
long-lasting relationships 
along the way.”

D’Amico received a 
Bachelor of  Science 
degree in criminal jus-
tice from Worcester 
State University. He 
is a Certified Fraud 

Examiner through the 
Association of  Certified 
Fraud Examiners, as 
well as a graduate of  The 
New England School for 
Financial Studies. 

“I am proud to be a mem-
ber of  the Cornerstone 
Bank Commercial 
Services team,” said 
D’Amico. “The work our 
experienced staff  does to 
help businesses operate 
efficiently and grow is 
second to none, and it is 
an honor to partner with 
our amazing clients.”

By providing clients 
with the responsive sup-
port and extensive and 
enhanced commercial 
banking services they 
need, Cornerstone Bank 
simplifies banking so 
business owners can 
focus on what matters 
most to them: their busi-
nesses, employees, and 
customers.

D’Amico is also trea-
surer of  the Worcester 
Young Businessmen’s 
Association and a board 

member of  the Rainbow 
Child Development 
Center.

About Cornerstone 
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was 
formed in 2017, born of  
a long history of  sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence 
and community-based 
banking model enables 
a unique ability to deliv-
er outstanding service, 
with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides 
the highest level of  ser-
vice and expertise for 
individuals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities, through a 
broad range of  deposit 
and loan products, and 
services. Built on Trust is 
not just a tag line, but also 
one of  our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships 
are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Cornerstone Bank 
promotes Daniel D’Amico 

to VP, Commercial 
Banking Officer

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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