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on their first-place win!

CONGRATULATIONS, TRINITY CHEERLEADERS!

Trinity Catholic Academy Varsity Competition Cheerleaders took the mats on Sunday, Feb. 23 to compete in the Southbridge High Cheer Competition. The squad is made up of four-
teen cheerleaders ranging from grades four through eight. We are so proud of the dedication and hard work these athletes put into each practice and performance. Congratulations

Courtesy

DCRSD

362
million
budget

proposal

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARL-
TON The Dudley
Charlton Regional School
Committee had pushed
forward a $62 million
spending plan for the
next fiscal year, bringing
a close to a relatively qui-
et budget season for the
district as they now await
the fate of their request at
the annual town meetings
in May.

The new budget totals
$62,219.434. With capital
expenditures included,
the assessments for each
respective  community
are $12,557,273 for Dudley
and $20,256,945 for Charl-
ton. The School Commit-
tee voted to send the rec-
ommended spending plan
to the towns on March 5
with Superintendent Ste-
ven Lamarche saying he
felt little pressure for cuts
from either community.

In his comments pri-
or to the vote, Lamarche
praised the School Com-
mittee for their hard work

Turn To DCRSD page A1

Charlton Library presents program on
puts forth - “Women Painters Through the Centuries”

CHARLTON — The
first of a three-part art
lecture series by noted
art historian Martha
Chiarchiaro will take
place on Saturday, March
22, from 11 a.m.-noon in
Dexter Hall. This presen-
tation will focus on wom-
en painters through the
centuries.

For the past several
years, museums around
the world have held a
campaign called #5;
promoting the public’s
knowledge of at least 5
women artists. In this
presentation, Chiar-
chiaro will explore the
highlights of 14 women
painters over the past
five centuries. As a sam-
pling, we’ll view the dra-

ma of Artemisia Gen-
tileschi, the glamour of
Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun,
the maternal paintings
of Mary Cassatt, and
the boldness of Georgia
O’Keeffe. By the end of
the presentation, you’ll
have a better under-
standing of the tremen-
dous contribution made
by women artists over
the past five centuries.
Future lectures are
“Art Colonies of New
England” on Saturday,
April 5,11 a.m.-noon and
“American Landscapes
Through the Centuries”
on Saturday, April 19, 11
a.m.-noon, all in Dexter

Hall.

Martha  Chiarchia-
ro has brought history
to life through the art
of the times for more
than 30 years. She re-
ceived her Masters’ De-
gree in History of Art
from Williams College
and provides a variety
of art history presenta-
tions for the Worcester
Art Museum, for WISE
(the Worcester Institute
for Senior Education)
libraries, garden clubs,
senior centers, and other
organizations. As noted
on her Seeing History

Turn To WOMEN page A14
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Adélaide Labille-Guiard, “Self-Portrait with Two Pupils,” 1785,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Gift of Julia A.

Berwind, 1953.

Mini golf helps Joshua Hyde Library raise a “hole” lot of money

STURBRIDGE — The
Friends of the Joshua
Hyde Public Library
held its annual Library
Mini Golf fundraiser
on March 1 and 2 in and
around the book stacks
of the library. With
more than 180 golfers,
the Friends were able
to raise in excess of
$1,000 that will be used
to support the ongoing
programs at the library

throughout the year.
This years’
event was organized

by the Friends’ newest
volunteer Kadion Phil-
lips. Phillips chairs the

Sturbridge’s Recreation
Department and is also
the father of three boys
who play on the Tanta-
squa High School golf
team. He worked with
Aaron Berthiaume,
Tantasqua’s golf coach,
and golf team mem-
bers to create a number
of holes. Additionally,
many volunteers from
the community and
Friends’ board mem-
bers also participated in
hole design. High school
students, community
members, Friends board
members and library
staff all helped volun-

teer throughout the two
days to make sure fun
was had by all.

“This is definite-
ly a great event for all
ages and I was happy to
be able to help keep it go-
ing,” says Phillips.

The Friends initially
started this FUNdraiser
to not only raise money
for the organization, but
to bring the community
out for a nice mid-winter
distraction. Leila Glaser
originally created this
event and has been the
main force behind it, but

Turn To LIBRARY page A14
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Gateway Players Theatre celebrates 50 years!

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Play-
ers Theatre Kkicked off their 50th
season with a performance of Neil
Simon’s “Plaza Suite.” This year, the
Board of Directors decided to fill the
season with shows that had been per-
formed during one of the decades that

The 1975 and 2025 casts of “Plaza Suite.”

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME
www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Gateway Players has been in existence.

In 1975, the Tri-Community Theater
Association, soon renamed to Gateway
Players Theatre, held auditions for its
first ever production. Charles F. Rus-
sell, Jr., director of Plaza Suite, led the
auditions at the AO auditorium. After

Courtesy

discussions  be-
tween Russell and
Aileen Lau, show
producer, the fol-
lowing cast was
set: Chris Cas-
tendyk (Bellhop),

Phyllis  McNitt
(Karen Nash),
Wade Cloyd (Sam
Nash), Sofoclis

Kollios (Waiter),

Lonalee Berkow-

itz (Jean McCor-
mack), Kinson

19. Manning and Wallach are two 51. Open spaces in a forest

Perry (Bellhop), Charles Hesse (Jesse
Kiplinger), Sally Seelig (Muriel Tate),
Pauline Julien (Norma Hubley), Mi-
cheal Dube (Roy Hubley), Andrew
Simpson (Borden Eisler), and Carol Di-
etrich (Mimsey Hubley). Members of
the theatre group soon began working
on the Plaza Suite set in an AO donat-
ed shop. Construction would continue
every Saturday until production time.
Once built the sets would be trans-
ported to Southbridge High where the
show would be performed. The show
was performed on May 8-10, 1975.

Occasionally a community theater
produces a show more than once. So
was the case with Plaza Suite. In
1987, “Plaza Suite” was performed at
the Gateway Barn located behind the
Dresser House, now home to the Ruth
Wells Center at 111 Main St., South-
bridge. The production team con-
sisted of Carole Hayes, Director and
Jane Clarke-Loretz as stage manager.
The cast for this production includ-
ed: Cathy Righi, Dick Reardon, Peter
Proulx, Larry Day, Wendy Blizzard,
Sally Seelig, Al Cook, Ross Dixon, Pau-
line Julien, and Lorna Bumpus. Pro-
duction dates were June 19, 20, 26 & 27,
1987.

This year’s production directed by
Mike Dupuis and produced by Jeanne
Dupuis brought the story back to life
in Gateway’s current home - Elm
Street Congregational Church. Ap-
pearing in this production were: John
Golden (Jesse Kiplinger), William Bol-
ster (Waiter), Kevin McGee (Roy Hub-
ley and Sam Nash), Hillary Robertson
(Jean McCormick and Muriel Tate),
Deb Hollett (Karen Nash), Asher Mc-
Coy (Borden Eisler), Cynthia Claudio
(Norma Hubley), and Chamira Santia-
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go Flores (Bell Hop and Mimsie Hub-
ley). The show dates were February
21,22, 28 and March 1 & 2.

Coming up next at Gateway Players
Theatre will be On Golden Pond by Er-
nest Thompson, May 2, 3, 4, 9 and 10.
Visit our Facebook page or website
gatewayplayers.org for complete infor-
mation.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUuTHBRIDGE TowN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. reeerereees 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccooeveevveeiiririereceeeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoOLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
+ Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE
— On Monday, March 3,
the Quinebaug Mason-
ic Lodge had its regular
monthly meeting. In at-
tendance were a group
of men not seen in our
lodge before.

These Master Masons
from different parts of
the state came to our
lodge for a fraternal
visit. Come to find out
these men were from
the Rabonni Lodge of
Westwood Mass. This
Lodge is part of the 6th

Masonic District which
covers the southwest of
Boston area. These vis-
iting brethren were on
a mission. The Rabonni
Lodge heard about our
huge, beautiful Travel-
ing Regalia Gavel that
the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge had in their pos-
session and wanted to
take this huge, beautiful
Gavel back to their home
lodge.

Other Masonic Lodg-
es from throughout the
state may come to a reg-
ular monthly meeting
to retrieve these Travel-
ing Regalia Gavels. This
lodge heard about Quine-
baug Lodge Traveling

Gavel adventures and
wanted a piece of the ac-
tion. To retrieve the gav-
el and return it to their
lodge they must have a
minimum of three broth-
ers which must include a
Worshipful Master, an of-
ficer and a fellow broth-
er. In return the lodge
that it was taken from
must go to one of their
monthly meetings to re-
trieve it back. This is one
way how fellow Master
Masons meet new breth-
ren. If you would like
more information about
Freemasonry, go to www.
massfreemasonry.org
and to find a lodge near-
est you.

Courtesy

Elm Street Congregational Church, located at 61 EIm St., Southbridge, invites you to
join us on Sunday, March 16 at 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Jennifer Layte, pastor at
Central Baptist Church in Southbridge, will be leading a discussion of her book “Favored
One.” A writer, teacher, and spiritual caregiver at heart, Jenn loves team building, intro-
ducing people to Jesus, and teaching things she is also learning. A lot of that happens
via the written word, as in the book “Favored One.” A potluck lunch will precede the
book discussion beginning at noon. For more information call 508-764-4531and leave a
message. We will return your call as soon as possible. All are invited to attend this lively

discussion and community meal. Pictured below is Central Baptist Church.
AUCOIN RYAN REALTY
201 South Street | Southbridge, MA

Aucoin
Ryan
ealty 508-765-9155

YOour Newghoory . = N .
- womood a4 coinryanrealty@verizon.ne
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SPRING INTO SELLING OR BUYING

invites you to this open house to meet the
following professionals to answer all your
questions about buying or selling.

Where: When:

SAT ‘ 29 ‘ MAR

1:00pm to 3:00pm

Aucoin Ryan Realty
201 South Street
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

Who else will be there?

ATTORNEY TOM MARIND

oG

M \Rl\()l \\\ \'

Ateoemey The

Ao

'(é%{lCKY SIMONEAU
“If your pre-approval isn't 1st, it's last!”
FOR ALL OF YOUR MORTGAGE
(QUESTIONS

Caring
?\v‘ Transitions.

WHAT DO YOU NEED T0 KNOW
BEFORE YOU SELL OR BUr?

E SHAHIN PRENTICE 1l
SCoTT PECK

n_-

PHOTOGRAPGER

/,!J\\

FLAWLESS

FOR BUYERS AND SELLERS NO JOBT00 SMALL

S AW AN A\ W " |
RSVP NOW BY SCANNING THE QR CODE AND SECURE YOUR
SPOT FOR THIS INFORMATIVE AND EXCITING EVENT!

Gavel Raiders!
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From left to right, members of the Rabonni Lodge of Westwood Mass
brother Evan Weisenfeld, bro. Edward Alexander, bro. Michael Slyman,
Master of Quinebaug Lodge Southbridge with top hat Bro. Will Proper,
Master of Rabonni Lodge, Bro. William Ralph holding Quinebaug beau-
| tiful Gavel, Bro. Paul Williams holding Rabonni Lodge Gavel and Bro.
| Joel Reich the master mind of this Gavel Raid!

f,—%_SLIPEHICIH STORAGE

WE'LL MOVE
YOU FOR
FREE!

Move in SPECIAL!
First 25 NEW Customers

72 MAIN ST
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255

860-792-1088

VWWW\V.SUPERIORSTORAGECT.COM!

Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics -« Cellars

10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA
Fully Insured == =

—
ViIsA

Affordable™

Windows & MARVIN

Doors company, inc. T\-\!hue Del'liveurt
— rougho
vish | |gEm 9 New England |
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 » SAT, 9-1 —

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292

ELEEMTI&G

338

é"‘z‘l}‘,““ﬁ 93

Elevate Slider
Price Includes:

Ultrex Threshold

Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set
Low E Argon Gas
60x80 » 72x80

A" 1 - ame]])

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
Ends March 31st, 2025 _#

BARGAIN BAY

Visit our
LARGE STOCK Qe et 77
SELECTION ’

MKitehen Cabinets
FREE

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS March 31st, 2025

:...Best Price! Best Selection! Best Service!
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY - With
higher winds and more
unpredictable weather,
we’ve been seeing more
power outages in re-
cent years. Sometimes
they’re brief, sometimes
they last days.

Of course, the latter
is a problem when you
have food in the fridge.

But if it’s dehydrated,
it’s “shelf stable,” local
farmer Lanette Lep-
per told a small group
at Dudley library last
weekend. “If the power
goes out, it doesn’t mat-
ter.”

Lepper, of the Dudley
Agricultural Commis-
sion and Grange, has
been dehydrating food
“probably 15 years,”
since before she even
started growing her own
food.

But human beings
have been doing it, in
one form or another, for
at least 1000 times that
long.

She notes “everyone’s
going to have different

nevért.newﬂﬂ-
she ppesel":fﬁd
f

reasons for doing it.”
Among them are “you’re
overrun with zucchinis”
in summer and don’t
want to buy in winter, or
you want to send loved
ones their favorite rec-
ipe, or you want light-
weight and space-saving
food for camping, or you
have stuff that’s stale or
just about to go bad and
don’t want to waste it.
The list is pretty long.

While there are many
food preservation meth-
ods, most require more
work than dehydration.
Take canning, for exam-
ple - that requires boil-
ing in a large pot and
being very careful to
make sure the cans seal
to avoid botulism. De-
hydration doesn’t have
that risk, although if
you don’t make sure its
truly dry, you might see
it mold in storage. (That
said, though, Lepper
notes “Some things just
need to be canned.”)

One commonly
canned thing - tomato
sauce — is also ideal for
dehydrating. Lepper

Gus Steeves
Lanette Lepper holds up one of her sample jars, with several others in the background.

showed her audience it
in two forms — a jar of
powder and a crinkly
sheet that looked like a
fruit rollup (which it es-
sentially was). Both of
them will reconstitute
into sauce by simply
adding water, and you
can do the same thing
with apple sauce and
many other things.

She said dehydrating
provides a lot of “DIY
convenience,” giving her
a lot of ingredients to
throw in soup, often with
more nutrients than
stuff that’s “fresh” at the
supermarket (especially
in winter). Beyond that,
it’s preparation for the
unexpected; “It’s good
way to have things on
hand when you don’t
know if you can get
them,” Lepper said.

“Almost  anything”
can be dehydrated, “but
there are a few things I
don’t recommend,” she
said. One of the latter
is meat — very lean meat
is OK, but fats will spoil
(true also of fatty plant
products like avocadoes;

# Fridap’s Child % + +

Dehydratlng glves “DIY convenience”

Lanette Lepper and Maureen Doyle look over one version of a dehydrator.

she urged just freezing
them).

Historically, meats
and fish were typical-
ly cured with salt and/
or various spices and
dried either in the sun
or smoked in a dry, hot
place. According to the
online essay “Histor-
ical Methods of Food
Preservation” by Bri-
an Nummer, “Evidence
shows that Middle East
and oriental cultures
actively dried foods as
early as 12,000 B.C. in the
hot sun.” (Chances are
it was actually far older
than that.) He also notes,
“In the Middle Ages pur-
posely built ‘still hous-
es’ were created to dry
fruits, vegetables and
herbs in areas that did
not have enough strong
sunlight for drying. A
fire was used to create
the heat needed to dry
foods and in some cases
smoking them as well.”

His essay is at https://
nchfp.uga.edu/resourc-
es/entry/historical-or-
igins-of-food-preserva-
tion. Lepper noted there
are many online resourc-
es for curing meat, some-
thing she doesn’t do.

Lepper said she typi-
cally starts by chopping,
slicing or shredding the
fruit or vegetables, and
frozen veggies will dehy-
drate quite well. Apples
and pears are ‘“easy-
peasy,” — and apples are
one of her family’s favor-
ites; “They hardly ever

make it to a storage bag,
they’re so good.” Also
easy are peas, tomatoes,
peaches, strawberries,
nectarines and cherries.
Some, like cherries and
cherry tomatoes, need to
be cut in half first, with
the cut side up to retain
the nutrients; full size to-
matoes get sliced (as do
most others).

Lepper is not fond
of dehydrated blueber-
ries; she’ll freeze them
instead, and notes you
can’t get banana chips
from dehydrating be-
cause they’re actually
fried in oil. Carrots, cel-
ery, broccoli and many
other things dehydrate
easily, but onions, hot
peppers, and garlic will
“stink up your house,”
so she recommends do-
ing them outdoors.

She also noted po-
tatoes “are one of the
types of vegetables you
have to blanch before
dehydrating” or they’ll
turn black. They’re still
edible, but not very ap-
pealing; blanching is
simply boiling them for
a few minutes before
slicing them. She rec-
ommends running them
under cool water before
sticking them in the de-
hydrator.

Most herbs don’t need
a dehydrator; just hang
them in a dry, dark place.
But you need to harvest
them before they go to
flower to collect the most
essential oils and nutri-

ents. If doing them in a
dehydrator, they need
a temperature of 95 de-
grees “so it doesn’t ruin
the essential oils,” she
said.

Other things need the
following:  vegetables,
125 degrees, fruit, 135
degrees, and 160 degrees
for meat jerky (because
it has to cook, too). Some
ovens can get that low,
but most can’t. Most
dehydrators have ther-
mostats, but she notes
they’re “helpful but not
necessary.” Timers are
useful, but also unneces-
sary; the key is simply to
check on the drying pro-
cess occasionally.

“If you have any
doubt, leave it in an ex-
tra hour or two, but don’t
leave it in overnight,”
she added. Things are
dry if they pass the
“snap, crackle, pop” test
—they break easily when
folded, for example.

One useful tool is a
portable vacuum-sealer
for cans; they’re avail-
able online and in some
stores. You can reuse
cans of various kinds
(with or without vacu-
um seals) for storage, un-
like in canning.

Lepper said a basic
startup costs $50-$60, her
dehydrator cost about
$300, and commercial
varieties can cost thou-
sands.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Tommy is very passionate and
enjoys engaging in conversa-
tion with adults and children. He
loves a good debate with a trust-
ed adult! Tommy loves techno
music and Pokémon. He is also
very active outdoors, riding his
scooter around the neighborhood
and helping his foster mother with
gardening and yard work. He is a
very entrepreneurial young man,
and is creating a small business
plan to mow his neighbors’ lawns.
Tommy is very interested in golf.
He is a wealth of knowledge when
it comes to club styles and putting

Thomas

Age 14
Registration # 8537

techniques.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177981306

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.
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Southbridge Lions Club hosts successful
No-Limit Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Lions Club’s No-Limit Texas Hold ‘Em
Poker Tournament, held on Saturday, March 1 at Maqui’s, was a resounding suc-
cess. A total of 81 players tested their skills and strategies, competing for a prize

pool of $4,400.

Throughout the evening, participants and spectators enjoyed a lively atmo-
sphere with food and refreshments provided. The event was not just about com-
petition—it was also an opportunity to bring the community together for a great

cause.

The Lions Club extends its heartfelt gratitude to all the players, supporters,
and volunteers who contributed to making the tournament a memorable occa-
sion. Proceeds from the event will go toward supporting local initiatives, helping
those in need within the Southbridge community.

With such enthusiastic participation, the Lions look forward to hosting future
tournaments and continuing their mission of service and support.
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APPLIANCE Inc.

All Major Brands
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| In Home Service Calls
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DAVE'S APPLIANCE, INC - GREAT sELEcTIoN oF
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APPLIANCES
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Dmmarons 42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
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Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!
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ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.
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Llectric vebicle mandate at issue in local budgeting

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE —1In
the course of this year’s
budget presentation
March 4, Town Admin-
istrator Robin Grimm
brought up an issue that
will likely affect all area
communities.

Starting with model
year 2026 (that is, later
this year), the state is re-
quiring many municipal
trucks be electric. Her
budget seeks to buy a new
truck this year for the
DPW (plus an ambulance)
and has others upcoming
for future years.

The problem, she and
others noted, is that “the
technology has not caught
up” with what they’re
needed for. Towns gener-
ally lack the infrastruc-
ture to run them or store
them indoors, and they
don’t run well in winter.

“The vehicles them-
selves are not ready
to handle the kinds of
storms where we're out
45-50 hours (for plowing),”
Grimm said. “You have to
take them off the road ear-
lier, and that means you
need more trucks.”

For now, though, she’s
aiming to get in line to
buy one of the remain-
ing diesel trucks, and will
keep the old one it replac-
es instead of selling it at
auction. She said Stur-
bridge is lucky to have an
early Special Town Meet-
ing (the same night as the
annual in April), since
it might enable the town
to get its order in before
communities who have to
walit for next year’s bud-
get to start in July.

Finance Director Bar-
bara Barry agreed, say-
ing the Mass Municipal
Association “is working
to get (this requirement)
delayed because of the is-
sues Robin said.”

So did Finance Com-
mittee chair Kevin Smith,
who said, “Even though
we're mandated to buy
them, they don’t exist.”
Another speaker predict-
ed the Legislature will
end up delaying the rule.

On Nov 5, MMA's Web
site noted the state al-
ready has delayed it once;

it was slated to start last
year. It’s online at https://
Wwww.mma.org/massdep-
adjusts-emissions-rules-
for-medium-and-heavy-
duty-trucks/.

“MassDEP announced
that it will exercise en-
forcement discretion
to exempt vehicles pur-
chased by state and local
agencies for snow plow-
ing, snow removal, and
street sweeping purposes
from ACT manufacturer
compliance requirements
for model years 2025 and
2026, MMA stated. “...
State and local govern-
ment agencies must sub-
mit written requests to
MassDEP and manufac-
turers or their authorized
dealerships detailing the
make, model, model year,
and number of vehicles
to be purchased. Mass-
DEP will make a deter-
mination as to whether
enforcement discretion is
allowable for the proposed
purchase, and will com-
municate its decision to
therequesting agency and
the manufacturer.”

The same page notes,
“In Massachusetts, for
model year 2025, the rule
requires 7 percent ZEV
(Zero Emission Vehicle)
sales in classes 2b-3, 11
percent in classes 4-8;
and 7 percent for tractors
classes 7-8.” According
to Wikipedia, Class 2b
“light duty” starts at 8501
pounds; Classes 3-6 “medi-
um duty” run from 10,001-
26,000 pounds; and Class-
es 7-8 “heavy duty” are up
to 80,000 pounds.

Grimm said that is-
sue is just one this year’s
budget faces. Fiscally, the
town is looking at a re-
tirement system hike of
16.7 percent, plus a health
insurance hike averag-
ing 16.1 percent over last
year’s rise (9.9 percent
for active employees, but
more than 20 percent for
retirees). The total budget
increase this year is about
$1.5 million, 45 percent of
it “for those uncontrolla-
ble costs,” she said. Gen-
eral government salaries,
by contrast, make up 12
percent of the increase,
although they’re only ris-
ing 2 percent.

Grimm said Sturbridge
“is not a big enough pool
to take the risk of self-in-
suring,” but she wants
to look into plan changes
and may consider bidding
out insurance next year,
depending on union nego-
tiations.

At the same time, state
aid is only rising 0.6 per-
cent, and she noted Stur-
bridge only gets the min-
imum for education aid
($100 per pupil). Overall,
department requests ex-
ceeded income projections
by about $815,000, and that
required Grimm and Bar-
ry to do some things they
said they normally do not
want to do to balance the
budget. Among them are
cutting two part-time jobs,
eliminating two cruisers
(they’ll buy one with free
cash), buying a bus with

free cash, cutting police
and fire overtime. She’s
also seeking to buy an am-
bulance with Ambulance
Stabilization funds and
free cash, and she noted
the fire department is al-
ready seeking two major
vehicles next year. Some
other changes shifted cer-
tain costs into revolving
funds that had been in the
general budget (typically
in the health department,
regarding the landfill).
Regarding free cash
usage, Smith objected,
noting that’s essentially
using it “to pay operating
expenses to balance the
budget.” Grimm agreed,
saying she’d rather have
things like cruisers in the
budget because they’re
regular needs. Many
towns do use free cash for
such purchases, but the

amount of free cash var-
ies annually.

She added that part
of this year’s budgeting
issue is the fact it’s ear-
lier. The state has “no
urgency to have a budget
balanced and out to us,”
and sometimes doesn’t
even approve one until
the fall. (Towns usually
base theirs on the Gover-
nor’s proposal, because it
comes out fairly early in
January)

“We’re not in distress,
just not in as good a shape
as we’ve been,” she said.
“.. We don’t feel good
about how we had to do it,
but we held the line,” not-
ing the actual budget in-
crease is the same as last
year’s, 3.6 percent.

One concern going
forward, though, is that
hotel/motel and food tax-

es have basically been
“flat for years” excluding
covid, Grimm added. The
town has largely built-out
its commercial zone and
has shown no interest in
multiple such areas, so
there’s “not a lot of places
for major commercial/in-
dustrial growth” and only
a little population growth.

To Smith, “We're get-
ting close to spending
more than we earn. This
year, we’re covering it ...
but it seems we’re at that
tipping point” if costs
keep rising. He noted a 3.6
percent budget hike isn’t
bad, but “we’re not get-
ting 3.6 percent increase
in revenue.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Celtic Celebration returns to

Old Sturbridg

STURBRIDGE — Old
Sturbridge Village is ex-
cited to welcome back
Celtic Celebration this
year, a celebration of cul-
tural heritage through
music, dance, storytell-
ing, and poetry. This
event occurs March 15
and 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Plus, during March
and April up to two chil-
dren aged seventeen or
younger will be admitted
for free with each adult
full-price standard day-
time admission ticket.

Enjoy a selection of
Celtic music performanc-
es, including fiddle tunes,

t-—- )

bagpipes, and harp (Sun-
day only). On Saturday,
the Village will host the
Lee Irish Dance school,
and guests can watch an
Irish step-dancing perfor-
mance.

Visitors will learn
about Celtic history in
19th-century New En-
gland and the impacts
that people of Celtic her-
itage had on early Amer-
ica, including the Mont-
gomery Guards, the first
volunteer militia compa-
ny in Massachusetts com-
prised entirely of men of
Irish heritage. Various
folk tales and poetry read-

ings will be held in the
Village for guests to enjoy
throughout the weekend.
Celtic magician Daniel
Green Wolf will perform
a magic show for guests
on Sunday, and children
can participate in Irish
games on the common.
New this year, Old
Sturbridge Village will
host a poetry reading.
Registration to partici-
pate in the poetry reading
ends on March 10. Infor-
mation about the poetry
reading opportunity can
be found at osv.org. Poet-
ry readings will be from
3 to 4 p.m. during Celtic

Celebration weekend.
Celtic Celebration is
included with standard
daytime admission. To
learn more about this
event or to purchase tick-
ets, visit osv.org/event/
celtic-celebration.
Visitors are encour-
aged to purchase tickets
online in advance, with
an additional $3 discount
compared to door prices.
The Kids Free March and
April offer applies to stan-
dard daytime admission.
To learn more about this
offer, visit osv.org/event/
kids-free-march-april/.

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
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VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

‘Couvmico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated hy the

Cormier family since 1947,

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!
Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

Community
Connection

Vorin

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

EumbeCo™pinc?
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SEASONED
CORD WOOD

Building Materials & Supplies h

Lumber © Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Joll Free d gB00=764-3231 01golibybere 7y
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Edward Jones

Advertising | ., .
Information Your money
ca" ur terms.

174-200-7308
email:

mikaela@

stonebridge
press.news

At Edward Jones, we're in it for
the long haul. We'll be with you
every step of the way as you
celebrate life's biggest milestones.
Let us help you work toward them

Contact us today to start creating
a financial strategy tailored to
your specific needs.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

Our Wood was Cut

down 2 years ago. i

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

Al hed wood eV oty Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
) : 75150 v $3.05 Duel Fuel . $375 _ Driver f B f A -’ b’ I
Cut and Split to your 150-300........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion o eer Avalianie:

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eThursday price 3/6/25 was s3.4-7 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ‘&

size. 2 cord orders no

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media G

VY I R R I R R S I R R VI R R A RV A

delivery Charge. FREE LOCAL

$300. Per Cord.
Call or Text
413-668-7858

DELIVERY!

*prices subject to change
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This
moment
will never
come
again

It’s easy to rush through the day, to
get caught up in schedules, responsi-
bilities, and the endless loop of what’s
next. But the moment you are in right
now will never happen again. It will
pass, just like all the ones before it, and
once it’s gone, you don’t get it back.

We think we have time. But the
truth is, life isn’t a dress rehearsal.
This is it. The way you show up today;,
the way you treat people, the way you
spend your time, it all matters, because
every single second is a version of life
you’ll never live again.

Some moments seem small standing
in line at the store, a conversation with
a friend, a quiet drive home. But even
that matters. Every interaction, every
choice, every seemingly unremarkable
moment adds up to the story of your
life. Are you making it a story you’ll be
proud of?

It’s not about perfection, it’s about
presence. It’'s about choosing to be
where you are, instead of always look-
ing ahead to where you think you
should be. It’s about speaking up when
something needs to be said, reaching
out when someone needs you, and ap-
preciating the good that exists right
now, even if it’s not the moment you
expected.

If today were the last time you had
this exact moment, how would you
show up for it? Would you listen more?
Laugh harder? Say the thing you’ve
been holding back? Would you let the
small stuff go and focus on what actu-
ally matters?

The seconds are already slipping by.
Make them count.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news ~ i\

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

To THE EDITOR

Thank you for caring for your
community this winter

To the Editor:

I guess the winter is over. Soon, we’ll
be hearing the spring peepers, seeing
the robin return, and getting our gar-
dens ready.

I just wanted to take the time to
thank all the people who shoveled out
the fire hydrants and catch basins,
helped neighbors with ice and snow
(our neighbors helped to extricate our
car when it was frozen to the driveway!)
and, of course, all the municipal em-
ployees (the firefighters, police, DPW

workers, teachers, etc.) who kept things
plowed and moving. They helped build
community, while the people who shov-
eled their sidewalk and left the pile of
snow at the end (or didn’t move the pile
that was plowed there), leaving it to get
icy and being difficult for folks with
walkers, wheelchairs, strollers, or just
bad knees to get over did not. Shame on
them.

MAUREEN DOYLE
SOUTHBRIDGE

Meatless Meals
Roundup Part II

Still searching for creative and
tasty meatless meals to serve this
season? Read on for a
second compilation of
delicious dishes - sans
the meat.

And remember read-
ers, your hints will put
you in the running for
a fabulous three course
dinner for two at the
Publick House!

*%

A reader suggested this meatless
favorite that is quick, easy, and a tried
and true favorite during Lent.

An inexpensive recipe for Lent is
frozen pierogis w/potato or cheese or
fresh pierogis (some of the churches
make them) with sautéed onions &
mushrooms.

Jean Ciesluk
%%

Mock and
Artichoke Casserole
Rich, filling and delicious, this recipe,
making the rounds on the internet, is
a five star favorite!

Crabmeat

Ingredients: 8 ounces uncooked
small shell pasta; 2 tablespoons but-
ter; 6 green onions, chopped; 2 table-
spoons all-purpose flour; 1 cup half-
and-half; 1 teaspoon dry mustard; %
teaspoon ground red pepper; salt and
black pepper; % cup shredded Swiss
cheese, divided; 1 (8 ounce) package
imitation crabmeat, chunks; 1 (14
ounce) can artichoke hearts, drained
and cut into bite-size pieces

Directions: Preheat oven to 350.
Cook pasta according to package di-
rections; drain and set aside. Melt
butter in large saucepan over medi-
um heat; add green onions. Cook and
stir about 2 minutes. Add flour, cook
and stir two minutes more. Grad-
ually add half-and-half, whisking
constantly until mixture begins to
thicken. Whisk in mustard and red
pepper; season to taste with salt and
black pepper. Remove from heat and
stir in 1/4 cup cheese until melted.
Combine crabmeat, artichokes and
pasta in a buttered two quart casse-
role. Add sauce mixture and stir until
blended. Top with remaining 1/4 cup
cheese. Bake about 40 minutes or un-
til hot, bubbly and lightly browned.

*kk

Simple Soufflé
This souffle uses canned soup as a
shortcut, but it still tastes impressive

Note: If you object to canned soups,
you can make homemade condensed
cream of celery soup with celery, on-
ion, flour, butter, vegetable stock, s &
p. Recipes are easy to find online.

Ingredients: One (10 3/4 oz) can
of condensed Cream of Celery Soup
(or homemade); 1 cup sharp cheddar
cheese, grated; 3 eggs, separated

Directions: Mix together soup and

cheese in a saucepan and heat slow-
ly until cheese melts, stirring occa-
sionally. In a large

TAKE bowl, beat egg yolks
THE until thick and lemon
colored. Slowly stir

ﬂ soup mixture into
KAREN beaten egg yolks. In
TRAINOR & separate bowl, and

using clean beaters,
beat egg whites un-
til stiff peaks form.
Fold into soup mixture. Pour into
ungreased two quart casserole. Bake
at 300°F. for about an hour or so un-
til the soufflé is brown. Serve imme-

diately. Makes four to five servings.
£

Classic Mini Clam Cakes

This classic mid-century recipe
can easily be doubled or tripled for
hearty family servings:

Ingredients: two eggs; one half cup
clam juice; one half cup milk; dash
pepper; one and one half cups flour;
one quarter teaspoon salt; three tea-
spoon baking powder; one 6.5 ounce
can minced clams or equal weight of
fresh, chopped clams.

Directions: Beat eggs. Add milk
and clam juice. Sift flour, baking pow-
der, salt and pepper. Add the minced
clams to the sifted flour and then add
enough of the liquid to make a thick,
lumpy batter. Drop batter by table-
spoon into 375 degree oil. When one
side is cooked, the cakes will roll over
by themselves. Drain on brown paper
and serve immediately with chowder.

Baked version: Drop by table-
spoon on a parchment lined cookie
sheet. Cook at 425 degree oven for
about 20 minutes until lightly and
crispy - or try the air fryer with the
same temperature (time till doneness
will vary)

*%

Win a Three Course Dinner for
Two at the Publick House

Your tips can win you a great din-
ner for two at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge!
Simply send in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing. One winner
per month (or whenever I receive
enough tips for a column) will win a
fabulous three course dinner for two
at the renowned restaurant, located
on Route 131 across the town common
in historic Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dispensing tips, not
inventing them (although I can take
credit for some), I'm counting on you
readers out there to share your best
helpful hints!

%%

Do you have a helpful hint or
handy tip that has worked for you? Do
you have a question regarding house-
hold or garden matters? If so, why
not share them with readers of Stone-
bridge Press newspapers? Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: Take the Hint!,
C/0 the Southbridge Evening News,
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.com. Hints are
entered into a drawing for dinner for
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

wiew.StonebridgePress.com

Don’t lose track
of financial

accounts

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

For years, people save and invest in
401(k) plans, IRAs and other financial ac-
counts. They wouldn’t lose track of this
money, would they?

You might be surprised. About one
in seven people has unclaimed cash or
property, totaling billions of dollars, ac-
cording to the National Association of
Unclaimed Property Administrators.

People lose track of their money for a
variety of reasons: They change jobs and
forget about their retirement accounts;
they move and leave no forwarding ad-
dress; they change names and don’t noti-
fy former employers; or their employers
go out of business or merge with another
company.

Whatever the reason, losing tabs on
accounts that could be worth thousands
of dollars is never a good thing. What
can you do to avoid suffering this type of
loss?

Here are a few suggestions:

Maintain good records. Keep records
of all your financial, investment and
retirement accounts — and let a family
member know where these records are
kept.

Keep a manageable number of finan-
cial accounts. The fewer bank and bro-
kerage accounts you have, the easier it
will be to keep track of everything. You
might even want to consolidate accounts
when possible.

Report your change of address. When-
ever you move, contact your financial
services providers and any former em-
ployers with whom you may have retire-
ment accounts.

Report name changes. If you change
your name, notify new and old 401(k)
plan administrators, banks, brokerages
and any other institution connected to
your money.

Manage retirement accounts when
you change jobs. If you leave your job,
you might be able to leave your 401(k) be-
hind with your old employer. But if you
do, keep track of it. On the other hand,
you could roll your old plan into your
new employer’s plan or into an IRA.

Inform your financial professional
about all your accounts. If you work with
a financial professional, they can help
you track your accounts, so inform them
of all past and present IRAs and 401(k)s
or similar employer-sponsored plans.

So far, we’ve looked at ways you can
prevent losing track of financial ac-
counts. But can you do anything if you
suspect you've already left some money
behind?

If you think you’ve lost tabs on an
IRA, you can check old tax returns and
bank statements to help you track your
contributions and find the name of the fi-
nancial provider that held your account.
If it’s a 401(k), you can contact your old
employer’s plan administrator.

You can get some help from other
sources, too. The Department of Labor
recently launched a retirement savings
lost-and-found database (lostandfound.
dol.gov) that can help you find pension
or 401(k) plans connected to your Social
Security number. For a stray IRA, you
can check unclaimed.org, the website of
the National Association of Unclaimed
Property Administrators. And for vari-
ous other sources of money — including
uncashed checks from corporations and
financial institutions, inactive broker-
age accounts and unclaimed safe deposit
boxes — you can check MissingMoney.
com, the unclaimed property Web site of
the National Association of State Trea-
surers.

These sites offer no guarantees of
finding your lost or missing accounts or
other sources of money, so you still may
have to do your own sleuthing. But as
the old saying goes, “an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure” — which,
in this case, means you’ll help yourself
greatly by tracking your accounts from
beginning to end.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor:
nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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My dad was obsessed
with the Battle of the
Alamo, which fell in the
early morning hours of
March 6, 1836—nearly
189 years ago this week.

His passion for this
pivotal moment in his-
tory shaped some of my
earliest memories. The
first time I ever traveled
on a plane was when he
took me to San Antonio,
Texas, just to see the Al-
amo.

He'd guide me
through every historical
marker, narrating the
story with the enthusi-
asm of a historian. After
dinner, we’d walk back to
the Alamo and just stand
there, staring at its walls
for hours. I was only six
years old, and even then,
I was intrigued—less
because of the battle it-
self and more because
of how much it meant to
him.

His obsession

Garden

That first full day
in the garden may find
you tired, sunburned,
and stiff. Whether you
are a young or young-at-
heart gardener, include
some strategies to help
extend your enjoyment
and reduce fatigue and
muscle strain so you can
keep gardening longer
each day and for years to
come.

No matter your age,
it’s important to protect
your joints when garden-
ing. Use a kneeler pad
or knee pads to protect
your Kknees. Knee pads
secured to your legs al-
low you to conveniently
and comfortably protect

Remember the Alamo!

deep. He owned every
book ever written on the
Alamo, studied every ac-
count, and took us back
to San Antonio many
times over the years. And
if there was one night in
that story that truly de-
fined his fascination, it
was the final night—the
moment when the walls
were breached.

For 12 long days, a
small band of Texan
rebels, including legend-
ary figures like James
Bowie, William B. Tra-
vis, and Davy Crockett,
had held off the mas-
sive Mexican army led
by General Santa Anna.
Despite being vastly out-
numbered—fewer than
200 men against thou-
sands—not a single de-
fender had fallen during
the siege. But in the
early hours of March 6,
under the cover of dark-
ness, the Mexican forces
launched their final as-
sault.

Wave after wave

PosITIVELY

chord with me—

of soldiers stormed  Sppaxing  Something  that
the mission, scaling transcends the Al-
ladders, battering TOBY amo itself.

gates, and over- MOORE

whelming the de- Reflecting on
fenders with sheer the Alamo de-

numbers. In less than
an hour, the Alamo was
overrun. Every last Tex-
an fighter was Kkilled,
their sacrifice becoming
the rallying cry of the
Texas Revolution.

“Remember the Ala-

0!” became more than
Just words—it became
the battle cry of those
who would go on to win
Texas its independence.
And for my dad and so
many others, the Ala-
mo wasn’t just histo-
ry—it was a symbol of
defiance, courage, and
an unwavering stand
against impossible odds.

I read one of my fa-
ther’s old articles that he
wrote about the Alamo
and he said something in
that article that struck a

fenders, my father said,
“Heroes are important.
No human being today
can hold up to the scru-
tiny we give them, but
we need someone to em-
ulate.”

Having someone to
admire and emulate is
important, especially
when that person ex-
cels at something we
aspire to do ourselves.
It’s natural to be drawn
to greatness, to want to
follow in the footsteps of
those who have achieved
something remarkable.
But that admiration can
sometimes turn into
idolization, and that’s
where things get compli-
cated.

I once idolized an
Olympic swimmer. He

was a powerhouse in the
water, someone I want-
ed to be like. But after
getting to know him, I
realized that while I re-
spected his skill, I didn’t
necessarily admire his
personality. And that’s
when it hit me—people
are just people. Even
those we put on pedes-
tals.

Great people, even
those with strong moral
convictions, have made
mistakes. And when
those mistakes come to
light, they can shatter
the illusion we’ve built
in our minds. The ques-
tion isn’t whether our
heroes are perfect—they
never are—but whether
we can still draw inspira-
tion from the best parts
of who they were while
understanding that they,
too, were human.

No one is perfect, and
if we expect our heroes
to be, we set ourselves up
for disappointment. The

truth is that greatness
and imperfection exist
side by side. A person
can make mistakes and
still leave behind some-
thing worth admiring.

Maybe we’ve become
too harsh on our heroes,
or maybe we’ve been too
unrealistic about what it
means to have role mod-
els in the first place.

Admiration doesn’t
require blind devotion;
learning from someone’s
greatness doesn’t mean
ignoring their flaws. Be-
cause if perfection is the
requirement for being
worthy of admiration,
we won’'t have any he-
roes left at all.

Our heroes, past and
present, aren’t meant to
be untouchable figures.
They’re reminders that
even flawed people can
do extraordinary things.
And maybe, that means
we can too.

longer with less muscle strain and fatlgue

your knees as you
move from one garden
bed to another.

If you need help
kneeling, consider a
garden kneeler with
handles. The han-
dles provide needed
support when kneel-
ing and standing up.
The ones that can be
flipped over and used as
a garden bench provide
double the benefit. The
seating position reduces
bending and helps min-
imize the need to kneel.

Elevating your gar-
den can also help. It is a
great way to save space
and eliminate the need
to bend when planting,

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

weeding, and harvest-
ing. Elevated gardens
and raised beds also
offer a place to garden
where planting space is
limited or nonexistent.
You’ll enjoy planting and
harvesting with min-
imal weeding needed.
Just be sure to monitor
soil moisture and water
as needed. Use self-wa-

JUNIORS NAMED TO HONOR

ROLL AT BAY PATH

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical School congratulates
the following students in grade 11 on being named to the honor roll for the second
quarter of the 2024-2025 school year.

High Honors

Helena Rowan Adkins, Addison Emily Aho, Vincent Paul Bedard, David
Betancur, Isabella Aria Bitar, Dominic Dewayne Boyd, Brianna Livia Brink,
Liam Michael Carlson, Aiden Matthew Coleman, Emily Ann Corey, Jacob Wil-
liam Creeron, Jocelyn Elizabeth Evans, Jordan Mariah Ferreira, Jayla Marie
Fowler, Aliyah Marie Gonyea, Luke Robert Heller, Natalie Rose Ingles, Joshua
William Irons, Ayden Matthew Kennedy, Samuel Arjun Kittredge, Phoebe Alyson
Lawendowski, Miranda Kate Linde, Cullen Gregory MacLeod, Ava Rose Mastro-
totaro, Felix Casey Menard, Alexis McGee Messina, Alexis Paige Moody, Mariah
Lynn Pereira, Kayliegh Jean Ramm, Nathan Alexander Rouille Montoya, Jordan
Joyce Russell, Luke William Smolski, Anne Turcotte, Esmerelda Velez, Haylee

Marie Zurowski

Honors

Bayleigh Alexis Abdella, Adrianna Nataly Alicea, Jacob John Archambault,
Violet Renee Aucella, Emma Theresa Baldyga, Rhianna Anne Balliet, Logan
Amanda Barriere, Arianna Rose Belanger, Megan Lucy Bell, Emma Nicole
Berry, Ryan Michael Berthiaume, Edward Stephen Blash, Aleah Claire Brink,
Dominic Raymond Brodeur, Lucien Stephen Brodeur, Alissa Lynn Burlingame,
Samuel Elia Ceppetelli, Lily Sabina Chartier, Nathan Louis Chenevert, Freder-
ick James Cierpich, Ellie Rose Clark, Charles Michael Congdon, Hunter Matthew
Coombs, Maxton Anthony Cournoyer, Valentina Ashley Culberson, Brody Law-
rence Cunningham, Connor Anthony Czechowski, Joseph Michael Daige, Myiah
Kiara DeLaRosa, Treyton Joseph Dery, Cody Daniel Dombroski, Savannah Jane
Dubois, Christopher Michael Dufresne, Grace Elizabeth Dumas, Yandel Felicia-
no, Ethan Alexander Ford, Rylee Rose Fulmine, Riley Morgan Gilmore, Aiden
Mark Giroux-Provencher, Anthony Mark Gonya, Molly Elizabeth Grant, Kylie
Dorothy Greska, Liam Wayne Hesselton, Lillian Elaine Horneer, Grace Winifred
Huehls, Hannah Jean Ingalls, Nicholas Edward Jalbert, Christian Michael John-
son, Zackery Collin Kelleher, Allison Hemenway Klar, Cassie Lee Kotomski, Mar-
shall Thmas Lafond, Nia Mya Laforest, Joel Carlos Landor, Zachary Raymond
Landry, Nicolas Sebastian Londono, Michael Anthony Lulu, Mia Marie Lussier,
Lucas Scott Lyons, Philipos Anastasio Makrodimitras, Emily Jean McDonald,
Avery Lynn McLaughlin, Sebastian Luke Moniz, Gianna Marie Morelli, Chase
Patrick Newman, Liam Macrae Nicoll, Sebastian Alexander Nieuwenhoff, Con-
nor James O’Brien, Matthew Thomas Obrycki, Kelsey Lynn Olson, Cole Henry
Paradis, Maddox James Parente, Niti Nilesh Patel, Amari Audrey Pereira, Adam
Jason Phaneuf, Jacob Paul Pratt, Grace Elizabeth Retallic, Taylor Lynn Richard,
Sawyer Luke Schultz, Jaxon Russell Sitko, Alexander Charles Skladzien, Nathan
Adam Steen, Gaige Charles Thompson, Josiah Felix Torres, Yandel Omar Torres,
Thadaeus Boadi Tweneboa, Sebastian Paul Vargas, Natalie Helen Vigeant, Ava
Quiyn Wall, Hunter Earl White, Trey Stephen Wilkin, Noah Williamson

Principal’s List

Sarah Rebecca Appiah Kubi, Alexander Tyr Audunsson, Victoria Rose
Bachand, William Stephen Blash, Dimitri Anthony Burtt, Thomas Patrick Cho-
quet, Abigail Taylor Dejong, Carla Janely Diaz, Max Andrew Domineck, Nathan
Robert Dube, Matthew Aaron Falcigno, Leia Marie Foster, Anna Rosa Guay,
Sadie Lynn Hawley, Joshua Liam Jeffers, Callie Mae Lambert, Jomar De Jesus
Landor, Gabrielle Ruth Lapan, Michael Wayne Lapointe, Elyse Louise Laramie,
Carlos Rafael Liriano, Alyssa Ivellisse Lopez, Matthew Jams Lopez, Mystic Leigh
Marion, Madeline Beverly McDonald-Trimby, Brandon Raymond McGlone, Eli
Mitchell, Kyle Joseph Mondor, David Antonio Morales, Tyson Joseph Moriarty,
Jackson Ryan Mullins, Benjamin Francis Nocchi, Jeremiah Betsaleel Noel, Sam-
uel Joseph Prefontaine, Leah Jane Raymond, Samantha Jeanne Reseigh, Brent
Michael Robidoux, Kiarelis Ester Rodriguez, Vincent Timothy Rose, Wyatt Glenn
Snay, Elias Manuel Vega, Ethan John Wall, Harrison Riley Wilson

tering containers, add
irrigation or employ
water-extending prod-
ucts to help lengthen
the time between wa-

tering.

Further expand
planting options by
dressing up walls,

fences, and more with
vertical gardens. Mon-
itor soil moisture in
wall-mounted gardens
regularly as many have
limited soil that dries

out quickly.
Clean and sharpen
your tools, including

pruning equipment, dig-
ging and weeding tools.
This allows you to make
cuts more easily and dig
into the soil and weed
with less effort.

Consider  investing
in ergonomic tools de-
signed for comfort to
help prolong your time
in the garden. Select
lightweight tools with
non-slip comfortable
grip handles aligned
to keep your wrist ex-
tension straight, which
helps reduce muscle
strain.

Use pruners with
ratcheting, compound,
or Dual Link action
for more cutting power
with less effort. You'll
be able to spend more
time pruning with less
muscle strain and fa-
tigue. Consider invest-
ing in shovels with an
anti-skid plate above the
blade, providing more
foot support for more
digging power. Or ret-
rofit an existing shovel
with a commercially

: E;:

available anti-skid foot
plate.

Don’t overlook the im-
portance of protecting
your hands as well when
gardening. Quality gar-
dening gloves provide
support and protection
when digging, planting,
pruning, and more.

Start with some pre-
season training. Every
gardener knows gar-
dening is a workout and
often involves different
motions and muscles
than other exercises.
Always warm up your
muscles and do a bit of
stretching before getting
out in the garden.

Enlist the help of
wheeled carts and wag-
ons to move plants,
mulch, soil, and other
heavy loads. Don’t be
afraid to break heavy
loads into smaller batch-
es or ask for help. You’ll
spare your muscles and
probably save time in the
long run.

Wear a pair of safety

Famnly Dmmgfy Gift Guide 4

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Melinda Myers
Kneeler pads provide comfort and protection for knees

glasses to protect your
eyes and don’t forget
the sunscreen. Take fre-
quent breaks and drink
plenty of water.
Preseason planning
and preparation can
help reduce muscle
strain as the garden sea-
son begins. You’ll boost
your enjoyment and be
able to garden longer.

Melinda Myers has
written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, Revised Edi-
tion,and Small Space
Gardening. She  hosts
The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” in
stant video and DVD se-
riesand the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. My-
ers’ Web site is www.Me-
lindaMyers.com.

Cal Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

MARCH 13TH - MARCH 16TH

% (ORN BEEF %
AND CABBAGE

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8

BOOKING
FROM 2-300 GUE

E3T3 i FO0M EES) |

E GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 3/31/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

All You Can Eat $22.95  (lustax & gratuity)

IPFNCFR |

500 Main St., Spencer, MA

www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

10am-1pm

508-885-9036

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 236 HHSTORIC OEFICE BU|L DS
FOR SALE

©

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com



Thursday-Friday, March 13-14, 2025 ¢ STONEBRIDGE PRESS ¢9

Ruth Wells Center offers

charcuterie workshop

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, located at 111 Main St. in Southbridge, is very excited
to offer a workshop on charcuterie.

Charcuterie by Cherise will be held Saturday, March 22 at 1 p.m. in the Ruth Wells Center gallery:

This is for adults to learn about artful charcuterie presentations. You will make a small plate of meats,
cheese, fruit, etc. and learn the skills necessary to make a beautiful presentation for all your parties. Cost is $30
per person if you are a member, or $35 for non-members. All materials are included.

Don’t wait to register- space is limited for this fun and tasty workshop. Registration form is on Web site, ruth-
wellscenter.com. Just go to workshop tab. For more information about the presenter, go to charcuteriebycherise.
com. For more information about the Center or this workshop, call 508 764 3341. The Ruth Wells Center started in
1978 as the Quinebaug Valley Council for the Arts and Humanities and offers a variety of workshops, exhibits,
classes- all to promote art
and culture in the commu-
nity. The historic building
is also available for rental
and there is a large park-
ing lot.

www.StonebridgePress.com

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

I

308 4

NS/ Gelebrating St. Patrick’s Day Sunday 3/16 pusic
LIVE 3|/¥!1|'!ISIGTI'INE“P BEI\I’!EYO Spring into action
OHNNY TavLOR THURSDAY :
3/15 Tony anp Mart oF Lower Lever 7709 and gl}‘:e Ee a call
3/16 Duuin Down *3/21 Curis BreauLt or check out .
. 3/28 Joe Macey website
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Get your comedy tickets for www.lisacaron.com.

11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Aprll 5th featuring Steve Sweeney!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Lise Carom Real [EStEie

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
W, Vet Sirest; RO Berddy Breelkiele], MA 01503
cellE

InstantlyAhttp/ANWivilisacaronfcom!

LIVING ROOM e

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

b Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

Find us on
Facebook

U ;
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SODI & 0

Our finest lines will include Co,hé"ples,o"
Names like
La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

175 gif

For our 175th year, we're giving back to the community that got us here. We've
always had a heart for investing in our community, but our 175th anniversary
called for something special. Throughout the year, we'll be giving 175 gifts to
community members, nonprofits, charities, and local folks in need. Consider it
a celebration of appreciation.

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville  508-234-8777
FREE REMOVAL ¢ FREE DELIVERY

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

micountrybank

Made to make a difference.

WINTER SALE!

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

Member FDIC | Member DIF

SEND US YOURNEWS!!

5 “BEST APPLIANCE STORE™
2021 -2022 - 2023 - 2024
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Old Sturbridge Village

calls for CowParade art

STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge
Village invites artists to unleash their
creativity at the 2025 CowParade in
Sturbridge. Artists can apply for the
opportunity to transform life-size cow
sculptures into unique artworks that
support the largest outdoor living his-
tory museum in the Northeast.

With more than 200,000 visitors an-
nually, Old Sturbridge Village provides
a unique and inspiring backdrop for
this vibrant public art event. CowPa-
rade welcomes artists of all levels to
apply—from acclaimed professionals
to enthusiastic amateurs. A panel of
renowned judges from New England
will select standout designs to become
part of this celebrated tradition that
has traveled the globe.

CowParade facts:

250 million people on 6 continents
and in 32 countries have seen CowPa-
rade

7,000 cows have been painted and
transformed by more than 15,000 art-
ists

More than 20 talented artists will
have the opportunity to participate.
Once completed, the cows will be pub-
licly displayed at New England’s larg-
est living history museum from June
to September 2025.

Old Sturbridge Village Chief Mar-
keting Officer Chris Tieri said, “Cow-
Parade at Old Sturbridge Village pres-
ents an exciting opportunity for artists
to showcase their creativity in a global-

ly recognized event that has captivated
audiences in remarkable cities around
the world. This event invites artists of
all levels to participate in a celebration
of culture and creativity as well as the
opportunity to showcase their work to
thousands of local, regional, and inter-
national visitors expected at the Vil-
lage this summer.”

CowParade Old Sturbridge Village
is looking for artists to be inspired by
their own cultural contexts and their
artistic vision. There are three catego-
ries for artists to consider:

Life in New England: Designs that
celebrate the essence of life in New
England. Submissions considered for
this category should be inspired by
Old Sturbridge Village, drawing from
19th-century textiles and wallpaper,
historic homes, gardens, traditional
trades, and extensive museum collec-
tion.

America 250: Designs that honor the
250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, reflect-
ing the spirit of the nation’s founding.

Artist’s Choice: Designs with limit-
less creative freedom. Artists are invit-
ed to express their unique vision and
style, exploring any theme or concept
that resonates with them.

Artists, individuals, or groups in-
terested in applying to paint, sculpt,
or decorate a cow must submit their
application online (osv.org/cowpa-
rade) by March 30. More information
is available at osv.org/cowparade.

Southbridge Senior
Citizens Association
announces trip to
Montreal and Quebec

Informational
meeting
changed to
March 24

SOUTHBRIDGE
The Southbridge Senior
Citizens Association is
pleased to announce that
it is sponsoring a trip to
visit Montreal and Que-
bec from July 15-18. The
trip is presented by Best
of Times Travel. Join
us as we explore two of
Canada’s great cities in
this wonderful four-day/
three-night program.

Montreal is the second
largest city in Canada
and the largest city in the
province of Quebec. Orig-
inally called Ville-Ma-
rie, or “City of Mary,”
the city takes its present
name from Mont-Royal,
the triple-peaked hill lo-
cated in the heart of the
city. Designated a World

Heritage treasure by UN-
ESCO, Old Quebec is the
only walled city north
of Mexico. As the cradle
of French civilization in
North America, it’s a liv-
ing history lesson with
a remarkable mix of ar-
chitecture, heritage, art
and culture. After trav-
eling to Montreal on day
one we will have time
visit Old Montreal. After
enjoying dinner at Mon-
treal’s oldest continuous
restaurant-DuVieux Port
Restaurant we will retire
to our accommodations
at the Marriot Chateau
Champlain.

Our adventure in-
cludes a guided tour of
Montreal with visits to
Notre-Dame Basilica,
Olympic Park, the Bo-
tanical Gardens and the
unique Biodome. In the
evening folks will have
time to enjoy a local ca-
sino or free time on you
own to visit this cosmo-
politan city. Once we
leave Montreal it’s off to
Quebec with a stop at the

Basilica of Saint Anne de
Beaupre. Our hotel, the
beautiful Marriot Delta
Hotel is located just steps
from the old walled area
of Quebec. On our way
home we will make a stop
at the Citadelle, which is
an active military instal-
lation and the oldest mil-
itary building in Canada.

To learn more about
this trip and have all of
your questions answered
join us the Casaubon Se-
nior Center on Monday,
March 24 at 10:15 a.m.
The original meeting
schedule for March 10
has been cancelled. The
Senior Center is locat-
ed at 153 Chestnut St. in
Southbridge. All senior
citizens are welcome.
You need not be a resi-
dent of Southbridge to
enjoy this trip. Bring
your friends and make it
a trip to remember! For
more information, please
email southbridgese-
niortrips@gmail.com.

LEGALS

THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION - HIGHWAY
DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Project Description:

Route 20 Reconstruction Project in
Charlton & Oxford
Project File No. 602659

A Live Virtual Public Informational
Meeting will be held by MassDOT to
discuss the Route 20 Reconstruction
Project in Charlton & Oxford, MA.
WHEN: Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at
6:00 PM

PURPOSE: At this virtual meet-
ing, the project team will update
the public on construction activities
completed to date and plans for
2025 for the Route 20 Reconstruction
Project in Charlton & Oxford.
PROPOSAL: The project consists of
widening the roadway, replacing bridg-
es over the Little River and the French
River, adding sidewalks and shared-
use paths, installing a median barrier,
improving safety and traffic operations
at various intersections, and enhanc-
ing stormwater treatment.

This meeting is accessible to people
with disabilities. MassDOT provides
reasonable accommodations and/or
language assistance free of charge
upon request (e.g interpreters in
American Sign Language and languag-
es other than English, live captioning,
videos, assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats), as avail-
able. For accommodation or language
assistance, please contact MassDOT’s
Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer
by phone (857-368-8580), TTD/TTY at
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602
or by email (MassDOT.CivilRights@
dot.state.ma.us). Requests should be
made as soon as possible and prior
to the meeting, and for more difficult
to arrange services including sign-lan-
guage, CART or language translation
or interpretation, requests should be
made at least ten business days before
the meeting.

This meeting will be hosted, or a can-
cellation announcement posted, on the
internet at https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER

HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE

CHIEF ENGINEER

March 14, 2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 000589
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Angela Chiodi f/k/a Angela Broden;
Frances Broden, as Trustee of the Alan
Broden Testamentary Trust

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc.
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Sturbridge, numbered 71 Shepard
Road, given by Angela Broden, Alan
Broden to Bank of America, N.A.,
dated August 23, 2006, and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
39630, Page 1, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before April
14, 2025, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on February 28, 2025.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

27034

March 13, 2025

The Brimfield ZBA will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, April 23, 2025,
at 5:00 pm in the Town Annex Clerk’s
Office, 23 Main St. This hearing is
on behalf of Michael Partlow of 114
Dudley River Rd, Southbridge, MA
for the vacant land located at 145
Sturbridge Rd, Brimfield, MA. Parcel
14-A-11. The applicant is seeking
relief in the amount of parking spaces
allowed, 9 additional parking spaces
are being requested, including one
ADA space for the proposed building
project. Project will conform and meet
all setback and dimensional require-
ments. Abutters and members of the
public are encouraged to attend and
share feedback.

March 13, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on March 26, 2025,
at 7PM on the application of Danielle

Perron & Jessica Rodier.

The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the proposed upgrade of a septic
system within 100 feet of a Bordering
Vegetated Wetland. Adress: 57 Old
Spencer Road, Charlton, MA, 01507.
Parcel ID: 3-B-5.25

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.

Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

March 13, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on March 26, 2025, at
7PM on the application of Vincent &
Katelyn Tiberii.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of
Intent for the proposed construction
of a single-family residence, well, and
associated site work within the 100-ft
buffer zone of a Bordering Vegetated
Wetland. The project location is: 75 E
Baylies Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 75-A-1.2.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
March 13, 2025

Town of Holland Zoning Board of
Appeals
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G. L Chapter
40A the Holland Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a public hearing on
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 at 7:15
P.M. at the Holland Town Hall, 27
Sturbridge Rd, 1st Floor Community
Room, Holland, MA 01521.

If dial in access is needed, please
contact the Town Hall at 413-245-7108
x101.

The purpose of the hearing is to
consider a request from Ed & Patty
Fellows for a Special Permit accord-

ing to Holland Bylaw section 7. Relief
requested: Location of a Shed
Installation

The property located at: 31 Lee Ave.,
Holland, MA Parcel ID # R28/C/7.
Don Beal, Chairperson

Zoning Board of Appeals
Date:3/4/2025

March 13, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0109CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Arthur George Sandola Jr.
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Arthur George Sandola Jr. of South-
bridge MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Arthur George Sandoli Jr.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 04/01/2025 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance if you object to this
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: Febuary 28, 2024
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 13, 2025

In accordance with the Wetlands
Protection Act, Chapter 131, Sec
40, a public hearing by the Holland
Conservation Commission will be
held on Tuesday 03/25/2025 in the
Community Room, 1st floor, Holland
Town Hall, 27 Sturbridge Rd, Holland,
MA. This meeting is to review a Notice
of Intent (NOI) filed by Town of Holland
for Lake management at Hamilton
Reservoir, in Holland MA, to con-
trol nuisance and non-native plants
growth, and lake drawdown. To comply
with the Open Meeting Law, all public
hearings are scheduled for 6:30 PM
and, barring unforeseen circumstanc-
es, will be taken in the order in which
they appear on the agenda. This meet-
ing will be held in person and virtual;
for virtual meeting login information
contact Holland Conservation at con-
servation@hollandma.org or call (413)
245-7108 x114.

Conservation Commission

Town of Holland

March 13, 2025
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Friends of Sturbridge Trails
to hold Annual Meetmg

STURBRIDGE
the winter of 2013, a
group of Sturbridge res-
idents came together ex-
pressing an interested in
establishing a local, non-
profit (5013c) trail support
group to be known as the
“Friends of Sturbridge
Trails” (FrOST) and how
appropriate that their
first organizational meet-
ing was held in the winter
of 2013. This group was
started by Sturbridge res-
ident and Conservation
Commission member
David Barnicle, as the es-
tablishment of a friend’s
group is one of the objec-
tives set out in the Town’s
Recreation Trail Master
Plan.

From that start in 2013,
the Friends group has
slowly grown, however
as in any good organiza-
tion, The Friends of Stur-
bridge Trails is looking
for new members from
the Sturbridge area, with
a desire to help the trails
in Sturbridge, from casu-
al hiking and dog walk-
ers to highly technical
Mt Bikers, folks who just
like to be outdoors and

everyone in between. In
its bylaws, the mission of
the Friends of Sturbridge
trails states “composed of
individuals, businesses
and families sharing an
appreciation of the poten-
tial for trails and trail re-
lated activities, interests
and pursuits.”

The Friends of Stur-
bridge Trails (FrOST) will
hold its 13th annual meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 25,
at 7 p.m. at the Publick
House. Along with the
routine business items of
financials, membership,
officer elections & annual
report & calendar, new
this year is the rollout of
our online dues payment
process, a redesigned
Sturbridge Trails website
with a page devoted to
FrOST including a link to
the recently released vid-
eo on our trails and vol-
unteer program entitled
“The Sturbridge Trails:
Pathways to Community,”
and our own email ad-
dress, Froststurbridge@
gmail.com.

We will also be pre-
senting our special David

Barnicle Founders Award
to Rich Paradise and De-
nise LaChapelle a couple
who are longtime sup-
porters and volunteers
of our trail program and
in the community. The
David Barnicle Found-
ers Award, our previous
Pinnacle Award, was re-
named last year in honor
of David, the founder of
FrOST who passed away
two years ago. A presenta-
tion of the David Barnicle
Founders Award is made
only upon a recommenda-
tion and agreement by the
FrOST officers and is not
an annual award.

Also, as a part of our
annual meeting, a special
volunteer recognition
program will be held. If
you have ever volunteered
to help the trail commit-
tee in any way, please plan
on attending to be rec-
ognized as a part of this
special volunteer appre-
ciation presentation. Last
year (2024) our trail vol-
unteers put in an amazing
2500+ hours in construc-
tion and maintenance
totaling some $ 124,000 in
value! Achievements well

BEST WINDOW COMPANY BUILDER
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worth celebrating!

The guide to Stur-
bridge trails, trail bro-
chures of the Leadmine,
Heins and Riverlands
properties, will also be
available.

The friends’ group is
open to anyone who would
like to support trails in
Sturbridge. If you cannot
make the March 25 meet-
ing, and have questions or
wanting to help in the or-
ganizational effort please
email us directly at:
Froststurbridge@gmail.
com.

More information
on FrOST or to “like
us” can be found on our
Facebook Page: https://
www.facebook.com/
Friends-of-Sturbridge-
Trails-476149822433894/

and the Sturbridge
Trails Web site: http://
www.treksturbridge.org/.

Membership forms/
online renewal to join
FrOST will be available
that night.

' ' |____CONTRACTING
Cleaning Services CONTRACTING

SOUTHBRIDGE
POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police De-
partment reported the following arrests during the
week of March 3-10.

Eric Xavier Gonzalez Pizarro, age 32, of South-
bridge was arrested on March 3 in connection with
a warrant for operating an Unregistered Motor Vehi-
cle.

A 23-year-old male from Southbridge received a
summons in lieu of arrest on March 5 for Violation of
a Harassment Order.

A 28-year-old female from Southbridge received a
summons in lieu of arrest on March 6 for Nighttime
Felony Breaking & Entering into a Building and De-
struction of Property (window).

Anita Michelle Fortier, age 29, of Southbridge was
arrested on March 6 in connection with a warrant for
Credit Card Fraud in an amount less than $1,200.

A 30-year-old male from Southbridge received a
summons in lieu of arrest on March 7 for Intimida-
tion of a Witness and Domestic Assault and Battery
(Intimate Relationship).

A 37-year-old male from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on March 8.

A 36-year-old male from Southbridge received a
summons in lieu of arrest on March 9 for Failure to
Stop or Yield, a Motor Vehicle Lights Violation, Re-
fusal by the Operator of a Motor Vehicle to Identify
Themselves, Failure to Stop for Police, and Operating
a Motor Vehicle after Suspension of License.

A 41-year-old female from Worcester received a
summons in lieu of arrest on March 9 for Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and operating an Un-
registered and Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Ph:

ln&oor/Outdoor Remocleling

HOUSE CLEANING

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
:ERO K

B+U+*I+L*D*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

___CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION CORP.
Septic Systems

Design, Installation, and Repairs
* Complete Outdoor Living
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios
* Drainage Solutions
* Asphalt Paving

774-696-3246

AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166
/) |

AMYV

o 4/ Nationally Certified
%= Dryer Exhaust Expert

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Lanclscaping
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc
Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Black @

CONTRACTING

Home Improvementlj MASONRY

GJLEDUC

SAVING ENERGY

g

774-289-3581

amvdryerexhaust.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

* CLOGGED DRYER VENT
* DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW
* MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
» REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

N centiFien
-%@.ﬁ;

YlAWNMOWEH

‘ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 i AE
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [EI%¢= J

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!
-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY BONETTI’S
CLEANINGS | |Home Improvement
Starting at $99 RS‘:S::I"Q

ALL KINDS OF Decke

MASONRY & Remodeling
CONCRETE WORK Windows
New & Repairs, Repointing, Doors

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

For
Advertising JOHN DALY
Information Plumbing
Call Specializing
a in repairs or new
774-200-7308 | installs for home
ol owners
email: since 1088
mikaela@ .
. Fully licensed and
stonebridge insured
Lic #MPL 21763
press.news Call
508-304-7816
Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

4725 MIKE LAMBERT'S
g‘ PLUMBING &

HEATING INC.
Commeroial,
Residential

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH

@GMAIL.COM

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUARANTEED

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Roofing and Siding Specialist
Gutter installations

gbmaintco.com
Daniel Truax

508-450-7472

LERO
Check Out Our

Reviews Online

Flnancm%; Available
A+ Raling BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0865243

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
[ .

StonebridgePress.com
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Money:

Lenders and other
people use this as a
way to judge if a
person is financially
responsible.

910238 }1pal) IaMsuy

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

-

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

12

1913: The Girl
Guides (later the Girl
Scouts) are founded
in the United States.

1918: Moscow
becomes the capital
of Russia again.

2003: The World
Health Organization
releases a global
Double Word Puzzle warning about SARS.
outbreaks.
Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.
NMOYE 1 .
NVTSEI
3 4
DCERTI
5
BNK A BORROW
take and use
6 money with the
promise to pay it
M U G back
4 3 2 4 A1 6 5 2 4
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@€ How the

€€ sa
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English: Credit
Spanish: Abonar
Italian: Accreditare
French: Créditer
German: Etwas einzahlen

CkNoW?

Checking your credit score will
not adversely affect it. Checking
the score can show if something
is not right and

needs to be ¢4
corrected.

Get the KOy

\/

PICTURE

H
"#’; qt

Canyou guess what
the bigger pictureis?
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R\
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o
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(Hint:22=0)

5 18 20 10

6 20 22 19 14

INEYE BN
ABCDEFGHiOKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FON

Solve the code to discover words related to agriculture.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

3 20 18 6 3 22 20

3 17 6 4 11 22 26 22 12 21

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: intermediate
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Facob Edwards
Library bosting

Latino poetry
presentation with

Magdalena Gomez

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Jacob Edwards
Library is pleased to
present the second part
of Latino Poetry: Places
We Call Home Thursday,
March 27 from 6-7:30 p.m.

This program is pre-
sented as part of a ma-
jor public humanities
initiative taking place
across the nation in 2024
and 2025, directed by Li-
brary of America and
funded with generous
support from the Nation-
al Endowment for the
Humanities and Emer-
son Collective. This eve-
ning’s event will be led
by Magdalena GoOmez
who will read some of
her poetry and with mu-
sical interludes provided
by Gian Carlo Buscaglia.
The audience is invited
to participate in the pro-
gram and read their po-
etry at the event, as well.
Please note the ear-
lier start time of 6
pm. The event will
close at 7:30 pm.
Magdalena G6mez, Poet
Laureate of Springfield
(2019-2022) and an Acad-
emy of American Poets
Laureate Fellow (2021-
2022) has been a cultur-
al worker since 1976.
Her memoir noir, Mi’ja,
received the 2024 Inter-
national Latino Book
Award, in the autobiog-
raphy category. In 2019
she received the Latinas
50 Plus Literature Award
at Fordham University
and the Latinx Excel-
lence on the Hill Award
from the Black and Lati-
no Legislative Caucus of
MA at the State House.
Her solo play on icono-
clastic Puerto Rican la-
bor leader, activist, femi-
nist and journalist Luisa
Capetillo, (Oct. 28, 1879
— April 10, 1922) is in-
cluded in The Routledge
Companion to Latine
Theatre and Perfor-
mance (2024).

Ms. Gomez has been a

Magdalena Gomez

volunteer writer for An
African American Point
of View for over four-
teen years. She was the
Co-founder and Artistic
Director of Springfield’s
first intergenerational
Latinx theater, Teatro
V!da and the youth open
mic series, Ign!te the M!c
- from 2006 - 2020. She
also initiated and helped
launch the first public
LGBTQIA2S+ open mic
series in Western Mas-
sachusetts at the Bing
Arts Center. She is cur-
rently working on the
sequel to her memoir, a
new collection of poet-
ry, and a new multi-me-
dia solo show based on
her memoir. Ms. Gomez
is currently a Commis-
sioner with the Massa-
chusetts Commission in
the Status of Women for
Hampden County and a
Trustee with the Com-
munity Foundation of
Western Massachusetts.
You can learn more at
Wwww.mijamemoir.com
or www.latinapoet.com.
This is a participatory
event, and there will be
an opportunity for poets
in the audience to share
their work too! Please feel
invited to bring your po-
etry to read at the event.
Music by Gian Carlo
Buscaglia on guitar.
A recognized trouba-
dour who travels in the
New England states, as
well as having estab-
lished residencies in
Boston and Providence.
For nearly five centu-
ries, the rich tapestry of
Latino poetry has been
woven from a wealth
of languages and cul-
tures. With distinctive
rhythms, lyricism, and
candor, and nuanced un-
derstandings of place,
history, and origin, Lati-
no poets have brought
dazzling insight to
what it means to make
a home in America.
Recognition of the beau-

ty and power of this
tradition has grown in
recent years, with Lati-
no poets receiving two
national and twelve
state Poet Laureate-
ships, two Pulitzer Priz-
es, and three National
Book Awards. At the
same time, the perennial
questions confronted by
Latino poets—of exile
and belonging, language
and identity, struggle
and solidarity, and labor
and landscape—have be-
come ever more urgent.
What does Latino po-
etry reveal about Amer-
ica? How might it help
us imagine a more just,
joyful, and capacious
future? Places We Call
Home seeks to foster na-
tionwide conversation
on this vital literature
through a groundbreak-
ingnew anthology edited
by Rigoberto Gonzalez,
events around the coun-
try, an online media ar-
chive, and a wealth of
library resources meant
to spur in-depth reflec-
tion and discussion on
key figures and themes.
Funded with generous
support from the Nation-
al Endowment for the
Humanities and Emer-
son Collective, Places We
Call Home is directed by
Library of America and
presented in partnership
with the National Asso-
ciation of Latino Arts
and Cultures; the Acad-
emy of American Poets;
Cave Canem; Poetry So-
ciety of America; and
the National Book Foun-
dation, among others.
Library of America is a
nonprofit organization
that champions our na-
tion’s cultural heritage
by publishing America’s
greatest writing in au-
thoritative new editions
and providing resources
for readers to explore
this rich, living legacy.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

St. Mary’s Church

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9OAM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, MA

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint John Paul IT Food Pantry

Saint Vincent de Paul

279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA 01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM,
Wednesday 9 AM -11 AM

Southbridge Food Share
446 Hamilton St.

(508) 764-6583

M,W,F 10-11:15 a.m.

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry
Located at St. Anne & St. Patrick Church

16 Church St.

Fiskdale, M A 01518

Distribution: By appointment 508-347-6398

16 Church Street, Fiskdale, M A 01518.
Located in the Saint Anne Church basement
and stocked by donations.

Open to the public by appointment.
Contact: Business Office, 508-347-7339,
stannestpatoffice@gmail.com

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM
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DCRSD

continued from page Al

in helping narrow down a
plan that will help main-
tain and build on the
district’s commitment
to its students while also
meeting contractual obli-
gations in the process.
“Your commitment
to ensuring that our stu-
dents and educators have
the resources they need
to succeed has been in-
strumental in shaping
this year’s budget that
reflects our shared pri-
orities. With your deep
understanding of the
challenges before us, we
have developed a bal-
anced budget that main-
tains fiscal responsibility
with our efforts to pro-
vide high quality edu-
cation for all of our stu-
dents,” said Lamarche.
“This year, the budget
represents not just an in-
vestment in our schools,
but in the future of our
community The part-
nership between our dis-
trict, local officials, and
the school committee had
been invaluable. Togeth-
er we are making stra-
tegic decision that will
support student achieve-
ment, enhance educa-
tional programs, and

maintain the financial
stability of our district.”

The budget as ap-
proved on March 5 shows
an increase of $1.6 mil-
lion for Charlton and
$316,394 for Dudley over
the current fiscal year.
The plan assumes the
continuation of mini-
mum Chapter 70 funds
and that Excess & Defi-
ciency, and School Choice
and Charter Assess-
ments remain stable and
level funding for supplies
and technology. Reim-
bursements remained in
question as of the March
5 meeting.

The budgets will now
be sent to the towns to
be incorporated into
their individual spend-
ing plans as Dudley and
Charlton enter their re-
spective budget debates.
The school assessments
will be addressed along
with the town budgets at
each town’s annual town
meeting which, for the
second consecutive year,
will be held on the same
night, May 19. A copy
of the approved budget
proposal has been made
available as part of the
March 5 School Commit-
tee meeting agenda on
the district’s Web site.

Assessments

FY25

$ Change % Change

DCRSD

FY26
59885638 § | 62219434| & 2333796 3.90%

Charlton (53.79%)

WOMEN

continued from page Al

Web site (seeinghistory.
org), Martha’s specialty
presentations related to

and activities provide
an in-depth look at the
life and times of people
through their art.

These programs are

public. Registration is
requested but not re-
quired. This program is
supported in part by a
grant from the Charlton

agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.
Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40

specific periods, artists,

free and open to the

Cultural Council, a local

Main Street.

LIBRARY

continued from page Al

was ready to pass the adds.
putter on to Kadion.

“I wanted to give ku-
dos to Leila for all her
help along the way with

instructions and support

for showing me what
was needed to run the
tournament,”

The Friends of
the Joshua Hyde Public
Library is the fundrais-
ing organization that
supports

Phillips
enjoy

programs,
events, the

the library.

The money raised will
be used for programs for
all of the community to
including: book
discussion groups, mov-
ie series, speakers, craft
children’s

Summer
Reading Program, and

much more. The group
is currently in the mid-
dle of it’s annual Mem-
bership Drive. Go to:
https://www.sturbrid-
gelibraryfriends.org/
get-involved to become a
member.

DCRSD avoiding controversial
material promoted by MTA

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON —A
recent controversy involving the
Massachusetts Teachers Associa-
tion (MTA) has led officials at the
Dudley-Charlton Regional School
District to clarify its stance on the
situation after a local town official
brought the matter to the table
during a recent school committee
meeting.

The MTA, which represents
around 117,000 educators across
the Commonwealth, including
in the Dudley-Charlton Regional
School District, has come under
fire over the last month for posting
materials in a members-only sec-
tion of its Web site geared towards

15,494,647
1,158,776

11.04%|

3.77%|
140,571 446%‘

1,723,662 9.46%|

Minimum
Transportation
Additional
Subtotal Operating
Capital
Sewer Charges
Shepherd Hill Field (Debt Excl)

13,953,628
1,116,704

1,541,019
42,072

helping educators discuss the con-
flict between Israel and Hamas. A
link on the page contained what
some state officials considered po-
tentially offensive images and con-
troversial material regarding the
conflict. The content has sparked
outcries of potential antisemi-
tism, and caused David Singer of
Charlton to approach the school
committee. Singer’s concerns were
shared during the public comment
segment of the school committee’s
March 5 meeting where he wanted
the district’s assurance that local
teachers were not utilizing the con-

3,148,450
18,218,822

3,289,061
19,942,484

25776
68,904

25,776 -
58,639 (10,265)
Sept. 2022 Capital (Voluntary) - -

luly 2024 Capital-Bond
Subtotal Capital

Total assessment Charlton FY26

272,467
367,147
18,585,969

230,050
314,465

(42,417)
(52,682) -14.35%]
1,670,980 8.59%]

Dudley (46.21%)
Minimum
Transportation
Additional

Subtotal Operating

Capital

8,359,605
995,484
2825571
12,180,660

8,077,755
978,819
2,759,729
11,816,303

281,850 3.49%)
16,665 1.70%)
65,842 2.39%

364,357 3.08%]

Sewer Charges 9,224 9,224
Shepherd Hill Field (Debt Excl) 64,039 64,039
luly 2024 Capital-Bond 351,313 303,350

Subtotal Capital 424,576 376613 "

Total assessment Dudley FY26 12,240,879 | 22557273

32814222

(47,963)
(47,963) -11.30%]
316,394 2.58%)

Total Assessment 30,826,848 1,987,374 6.45%

Courtesy

The proposed FY 2026 Dudley-Charlton Regional School
District budget as presented and approved on March 5.

Home Town Service,

Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

Place your ad'today!

troversial materials recommended
by the MTA.

“The MTA got caught putting
out pro-terrorist, antisemitic pro-
paganda for the teachers to use
as teaching materials to teach the
teachers to teach the kids. They
got caught, the backlash was swift,
they had a public presser, they said
they were going to take it down.
The problem with this is the dam-
age was already done. They put the
propaganda out there. Once you’ve
already put it out there and the
teachers have all seen the materi-
als, you can’t just take it down,”
said Singer.

Dudley-Charlton  Superinten-
dent Steve Lamarche put Singer’s
worries at ease explaining that
the district was aware of the situ-
ation and that while they are affil-
iated with the MTA, their teachers
work independently and are not
required to embrace the MTA's rec-
ommendations.

“They use some of their re-
sources, but Dudley-Charlton has
this unique thing where we’re in-
dependent and there isn’t this over-
investment in what MTA produces
for them to try to incorporate for
us within our district,” said La-
marche. “We’ve learned our les-
son over the past couple of years,
including myself personally as
the Superintendent, that there are
certain topics that are
very important to this
community, to Dud-
ley and Charlton, and
there are certain topics
that we should not be
addressing. I'm happy
to say we weren’t im-

=S =B pacted by that because

we weren’t using those

WAR RELICS & resources. That was

HELP WANTED WAR SOUVENIERS not something that

The Resid C WANTED: our association or our

e] esident Care WWII & EARLIER LIVE BAIT teachers or our edu-

ili | CASH WAITING! cators brought into

- Faci lty, at Saint Helmets, Swords, FORICEFISHING |, <c10015 and said,
@& Joseph S Abbey, Dfﬂg%erls, Iga)(/jonets, Open 24/1 ‘we’ve got to do this.”

- edals, Badges, i i
% 167 North Spencer — T ta Spencer pleigéﬁer t?;’lldﬂfllg was
@=9 Road, Spencer, MA., has an opening Greiiuloets 908-885-9416 | < onse but hoped that

experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
'LL COME TO YOU!

—

for a part time facility cook.
Hourly wage negotiable depending on expe-

A

the district would take
a harder stance on the
matter and provide an

rience and related skills

Requirements: High School Diploma or

5

—
Ny
i
&

S GED. Ability to speak and read English re- PFAORSETNE:!S Thank
quired. Must be able to understand written WANTED: You
policies and procedures. Must be able to Seeking Quality Homes
work unsupervised while Throug'\r)loAu$Central St. ]ude

H 0
following food safety protocols. Provide Foster Care for
For more information and to apply, contact To Children In Need. d
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager at 24/7 Support answere
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 Generous
or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org Reimbursement, prayers
$1000 Sign-On D.W.M.E

Bonus. Call For Details.

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news

H iri , Devereux Therapeutic

l'lng ® Phone:(774)200-7308 Fosier Care.
(508)829-6769

Reach More Mty | o
cvereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Local Applicants Waus,

About Holy Cross

official statement to the teachers
that the district is “no place for
hate.” Lamarche did not provide
a clear answer to how he would
proceed with that request simply
responding “understood.”

The MTA came under fire in
February after controversial imag-
es were displayed during a hearing
before the Special Commission on
Combatting Antisemitism. These
images were reportedly not post-
ed on the MTA Web site but rather
accessible through a link on the
site’s members-only resource page.
The material was intended to help
provide educators with resources
to help discuss the ongoing war be-
tween Israel and Hamas with their
students, a conflict that has gained
international attention and prov-
en to be one of the most contro-
versial wars of its time sparking
increased concerns and reports of
antisemitism against both Israelis
and Palestinians. The co-chairs
of the committee showed concern
about the content including its
lack of diversity and its promotion
of stereotypes.

Although the MTA stated in a
press release on Feb. 19 that they
felt the hearing was used for “po-
litical grandstanding” and that the
resources were “manipulated” to
make the union appear to promote
antisemitism, they promised to re-
move the links from their Web site.

“The Massachusetts Teachers
Association vigorously defends
the right of all students and teach-
ers to feel supported and included
in our classrooms and unequivo-
cally condemns antisemitism and
Islamophobia and all other forms
of hatred and discrimination,” the
statement read. “We recognize that
the conflict in the Middle East is
complex and nuanced with long-
standing historical, political, eco-
nomic and cultural roots. We strive
to help our members foster critical
conversations and understanding
with each other and with their stu-
dents as they wrestle with the on-
going conflicts in the Middle East.”

As of this writing there were
conflicting reports among news
agencies about if the material had,
indeed, been removed.

Local students named to
Holy Cross Dean’s List

WORCESTER — More than 1,700 students were named to
the College of the Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding
academic achievement during the Fall semester of the 2024-
25 academic year. The following local students made the list:

Erin Moran of Charlton, class of 2026

Alexandra Matheson of Sturbridge, Class of 2028

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must pass four or
more letter-graded courses with no failing grades during the
semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher.

The College of the Holy Cross, in Worcester, is among the
nation’s leading liberal arts institutions. A highly selective,
four-year, exclusively undergraduate college of 3,100 stu-
dents, Holy Cross is renowned for offering a rigorous, per-
sonalized education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since
its founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a positive impact

in society by graduating students who distinguish them-

for a Full-Time Administrative Assistant

The full job description can be found on the SHA website. Pay: $20.00 per hour
Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to:
Spencer Housing Authority 13 McDonald Street Spencer, MA 01562
Attn: Kimberly Hurlbrink

spencerhousing.org
Resumes will be accepted until 2:00PM on March 21, 2025
Spencer Housing Authority is an equal Opportunity Employer.

The Spencer Housing Authority has an opening

The Spencer Housing Authority is seeking a qualified full-time Administrative Assistant
to assist with a variety of tasks including, but not limited to, processing applications, main-
taining waitlists, calculating rent determinations, and general reception duties including
answering phones, entering work orders, filing and assisting the public. This is a full time
(40 hours) benefited position. Retirement is through the Worcester County Retirement
Office. Successful candidates must have excellent written and verbal communication skills
and be proficient in computer skills. Working knowledge of EOHLC, CHAMP, or PHA-Net
software. The selected applicant must be able to pass a criminal background check (CORI).

You may also email cover letter and resumes to Kimberly Hurlbrink: kim.hurlbrink@

civic life.

selves as thoughtful leaders in business, professional and

14th Annual Al DiPetro Memorial
Golf Tournament sponsored by

Southbridge Lions Club

SOUTHBRIDGE — Please join the Southbridge Lions
Club Friday, May 16 at Heritage Country Club in Charlton for
the 14th Annual Al DiPetro Memorial Golf Tournament.

The tournament follows an A, B, C, D scramble format
with four-player teams competing for prizes awarded to the
top three finishers. The entry fee is $125 per player, and in-
cludes greens fees, golf cart, lunch, refreshments, prizes, and
a steak or chicken dinner. Advance registration is required,
and forms are available from any Southbridge Lions Club
member or by contacting Gary Fontaine at 774-230-1412 or
Steve Blanchard at 774-318-0486.

Check-in begins at 7 a.m., with a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.
Golfers of all skill levels are welcome to join us for a great
day on the course while supporting a worthy cause. Enjoy a
fun, relaxed atmosphere and take a shot at winning outra-
geous raffle prizes. Don’t miss out!
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hope2own.com | Y%
D 508.943.4333 (@ 61 PARK AVENUE R
p Sthanon Dellieticr - Owaer Buokier & irst Time Offered!! Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built
Licensed in MA, CT & RI i
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want = L
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 o - v
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your L'Stlngs- o

Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

2001 & offers 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON (7 Featued New Listing!! () WEBSTER -

= Baths! Fabulous Split Floor Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double

. Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER SUITE w/Private Full Bath,
13 Units - 4 Well Main- 7" ( j( 22 COOPER RD.
tained & Updated Mul- >( y. . WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST e ‘k “/ . New Construction! 2nd of 4
ti-Family Buildings with 2 ¢ ON DEPOSIT S|

Location! Location! This Oversized &
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472
< sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has
. 1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd
%/ .« & 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf,
‘i 1 5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,
S 22'x22’ Two Car Garage! 12'x16°Con-
. crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied.
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the

* Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. $469,000
| Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
Commercial Spaces! Lo- < ul gl u

ICig Ices ¢ self in a New Craftsman Style
cated within the * “Central A home - Tucked away on Cooper
Core DI'SmCItIOf Downtown | Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
_ Southbndge.. ... Mixed “ to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp.
5 Use Zoning !! Heated Ga- 4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout
rage Space - Room enough slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-

, forunto18Vt=.h$c1leg"]'[l 0 T e $559,900 rage! $649,900

OXFORD - 25 S'L’ 0 WENUE 1640 FRONTAGE - 11. 61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND 38 COLONIAL RD.

& " % Location ~ Location! Move-in ready B T ST e

ON DEPOSIT Commercial Office &or Retail Space | =~~~ g ,}--m"-’ LAKE RESIDENTIAL
_L Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com- }“‘- E il £ ok ';..' e W Lele Al Tvesas (@
.. ' panies looking to expand, Banks, Med- & =2 T e ,,. Sr e notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
' icalfacilities etc...2 Level Free Standing ey A ble extra buildable lot! Home has 2

oy oy Building on a Corner Lot - Located in Lot

! bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
'_.g- an Active area of Restaurants & Retail  1640” direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split
* 1Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB  Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential for upto 5 house lots! 119 road- = = = : \%’Stdem- V%chgldlmtg’ . Rep'acdeme“t
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots  front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full St LS ggggsggg
Y $1,150,000  recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $899,000 A 0"

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

7%540:64 .&dwy 74 Featuned New Listing! Webster Lake
Webster Lake Waterfront- w t f t
; 88 Union Point Wetboster Lake WW Lots 44‘: ?: r?:d
“| Excellent opportunity! Natural West- est Poin

ern Facing Shoreline- Beautiful Sun- g@m pm zd

sets - Views of Middle to North Pond! .
7,000 +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Uti- In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ove

lize this one Bedroom Winterized cot- v
e D e Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

_yolu;_drelam lr;ol_m_e! or just|li\1/e2i;,3a(sJ 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000
IS! Fireplaced living room * H
"\ one car garage. Beautiful Pine trees Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

at the water's edge! - $660,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000

1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
T erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom
W88 kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace!
Entertainers Dream! Beautiful
§ Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE _y MK
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 3£
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

HOPEDALE- Better than a Condo OXFORD - 2 (1 bedroom)
) \Q 3 Units on 2.2 Acres units

:\\:; *1 ~ . . ) *1
\\ 7

(2 bedroom
unit)
*Great
Commuter
location-

. near all
Enclosed major routes

(= 5 & Porch 3 * Inventory

54 Hill St. $385,000 65 Charlton St. $395,000 Opportunity

CHARLTON - NEW CONSTRUCTION - 6 ACRES +1.rdvo0d floors

throughout
*3.5 Baths
*Gas Fireplace
* Cathedral
Ceilings Living
Room
*cabinet packed
Kitchen w/ center
island seating 6
*Finished lower
level family room

Bedroom
* Open
Floor Plan
*Hardwood
Floors

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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We need properties to sell - any type! NORTH EAST i We do 508-612-6771
£% . - L] Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
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callen]995@co| com — LENDER www.maryahicks.com NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
CENTURY 21! 774-200-7308 SERVICE
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Gus Steeves

Margaret Morrissey gets a closeup of Simone Germain’s “Sun-kissed.”

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— March is women’s art
month at Jacob Edwards
Library.

Last week, several local
female artists presented
some of their creativity in
paint, stitchery, multime-
dia and other forms.

“What’s nice about this
is it is a group show, and
everything’s  different,”
Library Director Margaret
Morrissey observed, not-
ing all of the participants
live within about 10 miles
of town.

Some are locally well
known, some not, but may-
be soon will be.

One of the former,
Simone Germain, kicked
things off by talking about
her piece “Sun-kissed,” a
very colorful and textur-
ally complex marriage of
the sun and moon.

“I've enjoyed art for
the majority of my life,”
she said, recalling that
she’d “make a picture with
stones on the ground” as a
little girl. Over time, Ger-
main has probably used
every possible medium
- including jewelry, clay,

paint, ice sculpture, metal,
drawing and fabric — and,
as many know from her
Art Center classes, she of-
ten uses recycled materi-
als in her pieces. For exam-
ple, she was wearing shoes
she’d painted with swirls
to the show. (She was also
wearing a kerchief made
by another presenter who
wasn’t there.)

“There probably isn’t a
surface I haven’t tried to
paint on,” Germain add-
ed, noting she particularly
finds painting outdoors
“exhilarating.”

The outdoors, in fact, is
a common theme of many
of the show’s pieces, with
various formats used to
present birds, trees, flow-
ers, bears and more. One
of those was Megan Gar-
lie’s “Love Lake Loon,” a
painting based on a photo
she took at her family’s
Wisconsin cabin.

“In the right sunlight,
you can see the many dif-
ferent hues in the (bird’s)
head,” she said, noting her
favorite topics are “mostly
nature-based  paintings,
landscapes and birds.”
when asked why she fa-
vored that, she simply

said, “It’s so beautiful and
all around you.”

Unlike Germain, Gar-
lie came to art relative-
ly late. She said she was
self-taught during Covid,
while she was in graduate
school, and this is just her
third show, with this paint-
ing only a month old. Two
were group shows, one her
own here at the library,
where people might recall
she worked for a couple
years. (She’s now at Har-
vard’s museum library)

Another bird was
around the corner from
Garlie — Deb Tracy’s “Can-
ada Goose.” Although you
could easily see a goose in
the same setting as a loon,
Tracy’s interpretation
couldn’t look much differ-
ent, since she did it in nee-
dlepoint back in the 1990s.

“I believe needlepoint
began as far back as the
Egyptians,” she said.

She said she started
with sewing at her grand-
mother’s treadle machine
and still enjoys that. But
eyesight has pushed her
to focus on watercolors in
recent years.

To do needlepoint,
“you have to have good

how
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Some of this month’s artists are, left to right: Deb Tracy, Simone Germain, Laura Cenedella,
Megan Garlie and Maureen Doyle.

eyesight,” but it’s gotten
“hard to do tha intense
work,” she admitted. Wa-
tercolor, by contrast, is “a
freer type of art” and “an
escape. It's a quick medi-
um (the paints) dry quick-
ly;” she said.

On the show’s other end
is Laura Cenedella’s depic-
tion of a birch forest. To
her, art is “very peaceful,
good for your mind. ... You
get in the zone and don’t
hear anything around
you.”

Like Germain, she’s
been an artist since child-
hood. She was largely self-
taught, but has taken var-
ious workshops and now
teaches at Bay Path. These
days, she’s creating about
100 pieces for a solo show
at the Art Center that will

highlight her life’s jour-
ney, including aspects of
dealing with MS.

“I consider myself to be
an outdoor artist, but can’t
always paint the way I'd
like to” because of her dis-
ability, she said. But, she
adds, “If it’s not perfect-
ly straight, it’s OK. ... To
make me feel better, I paint
to go into another space
and not feel the pain.”

To Maureen Doyle,
“versatility” of art ma-
terials and ideas is what
matters. Her submission
“Beary;” is a fuzzy take-off
on a pattern she’d found
called “Lamby,” but in a
color she thought seemed
more like a bear. Like Ger-
main, she feels recycling
materials is important;

among her other projects
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has been making carrying
bags out of large chick-
en and other animal food
bags. Her piece is in the
glass case, alongside sev-
eral other smaller works,
most of them knitted fab-
ric.

The show’s largest
piece, an untitled work by
Shelley Klein, also show-
cased nature in a different
way. In it, flowers stick
out of a “vase” that’s also
quite obviously anatomi-
cal, seen from behind. She
wasn’t at the show to dis-
cuss her creative process.

The show will be up
through the month.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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