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Charlton Fire Chief to retire

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Town of Charl-
ton is launching a search for a new
Fire Chief with the announcement
that current Chief Ed Knopf will re-
tire as of Dec. 23 of this yvear

Knopf made the decision official
during the Board of Selectmen’s Now.
12 meeting where he said it's time for
new leadership to take over the depart-
ment,

“It’s been 23 vears, I think it's time
for somebody else to take the baton,”
said Knopf. “There's enough person-
al reasons and professional reasons
we don't need to get into in any great
depth. I just felt that the department is
ina good place right now, so I think it's
a good time to step aside.”

Selectmen were complimentary in
their assessment of Knopf's leadership
with many indicating disappointment
for his impending departure but heavy
gratitude for his many vears of ser-
vice and his successful efforts to grow
the department., While the announce-
ment was a rather quick affair, it took

Housin

longer for the Board of Selectmen to
decide on a succession plan debating
between several approaches included
a multi-tiered plan to advertise the job
for internal candidates before seeking
outside applicants and using an as-
sessment center, a third-party process
that conducts testing to determine the
proper candidate for a job using both
internal and external applicants. Se-
lectman David Singer recommended
they approach the hire by seeking in-
ternal applicants first and then, if they
can’'t find a worthy or gualified candi-
date, opening applications to outside
parties forgoing the use of an assess-
ment center,

“We always talk about how much we
believe in our departments, police, fire,
first responders. 1 still believe that,
and I believe we have a lot of qualified
members of these departments, so I'd
like to keep it in-house, I'd like to see us
post for the opportunity so interested
candidates can apply” said Singer.

Knopf admitted he did not agree
with Singer’s proposal. Although

Tum To CHIEF page 5

CoSts a

focus of concern

at forum

BY GU'S STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — A
couple dozen people
brought their concerns
to the town's second
housing plan forum
last Tuesday Nowv, 12 at
the Senior Center.

It started pretiy
quickly even during
the formal presenta-
tion, when Councilor
George Chenier said
“People want to stay
in Southbridege, espe-
cially the older people
who have been here
their whole lives.” But
they have been seeing
big rent hikes on top
of other costs. At his
complex, Lebanon Hill
Apartments (formerly
TAG), there's “no help”
for them, he said. Al-
though residents have
called wvarious state
agencies, many aren't
“gligible [for new hous-
ing] because the wait
list is years and years
away,” he said.

Chenier argued the
town needs the plan

to include funding for
those people who want
to stay

“When your afford-
able housing goes to
unaffordable, vour 10
percent never comes,”
he said. Later, he added,
“You're going to be cre-
ating homelessness,”

That 10 percent is a
reference to the state's
official goal - all towns
are supposed to aim to
have at least 10 percent
of their housing stock
“affordable™ by state
standards. That does
not necessarily mean
actually inexpensive;
just that the housing
is subsidized in a way
that renters are only

paying a maximum of ['§

30 percent of their own
income toward housing
costs.

Presenter Emily
Graubitz of the Central
Mass. Regional Plan-
ning Commission said
that cost should include
all housing expenses,
including utilities, in-
surance and the like,

Thanksgiving.

' To ensure that our Nov. 29 edition arrives in
subscribers’ mail boxes on schedule despite the
holiday, the submission deadline for any press re-
leases and letters to the Editor intended for pub-
lication that week has been moved up to Sunday,
MNowv 24 at 4 pm. Submissions can be e-mailed to
Editor Brendan Berube at newsi@stonebridge-

press.news,

| Thanksgiving holiday
_ g P

for Thanksgiving

The offices of the Charlton Villager will
be closed Thursday, Nov. 28 in observance of

The staff of the Villager thanks our read-
- ers for their‘eooperation with this scheduling
- change, and wishes one and all a safe and happy

Fot
<OENL

At this point, South-
bridge's “affordable”
total is slightly under
half of the goal, despite
the fact it “has a much
higher rate of renters
than much of central
Mass.” She noted 56
percent of the town's
units are rented, 60 per-
cent of the homes are
multi-families, and its
average rent is $1679 a

Turn To HOUSING page 5
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
—One thing South-
bridge residenis hear
often is how historic our
downtown is.

The town is aiming
to take advantage of
that, as members of the
Historical Society have
been working for some

Courtesy - Charlton Fire Department
Charlton Fire Chief Ed Knopf has announced his impending retirement effective Dec. 23.

Historical Society ofters
tour of streets and bottles

time to create a couple
of self-guided walking
tours.

The project's largely
being spearheaded by
Steve Brady who sum-
marized where things
stand at a Society meet-
ing last week, Theyre
organizing two loops:
the Center Village Loop,
which is essentially a

back-and-forth along
Main Street, with a
spur down Elm; and the
Church Loop, which is
Hamilton, Crane, Mar-
¢y and Main, named af-
ter the fact most of the
town's churches are on
it. The former is longer,
at about two miles; the
latter's about one mile,
Tum To HISTORICAL page 10

Police, fire investigate seven-

Street blaze

Gus Steaves

This plle is all that remained of the house at 11-13 Union 5t. on Friday. its neighbor, 7-9 Union, was under plastic sheeting

next door.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE

In the mid-
dle of the night early Wednesday
morning, residents of 79 and 11-
13 Union St. woke to the wailing
of fire alarms, and found their

homes on fire.

The resulting blaze derailed
some school bus routes that morn-
ing as the emergency went to sev-
en alarms, calling in crews from
as far away as Uxbridge and parts

of Connecticut.

Fortunately, none of the rough-

ly 30 people living in the apart-
ments were hurt,

Police Chief Shane Woodson
said the landlord, a John Mansor,
*is taking care of assistance” for

Tum To FIRE page 5
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Craft fair brings holiday spirit to Tantasqua

STURBRIDGE — Thousands of guests from
throughout the area got an early start on their holiday
shopping at Tantasqua Regional High School.

The annual TRHS craft fair featured dozens of
vendors filling the gymnasium and cafeteria. Student
volunteers are thanked for their efforts in helping the
Nov. 9 event run smoothly.

The National Honor Society ran a pie sale at the
event, while SkillsUSA and culinary students offered
afood cart. Meanwhile, the school’s Cornerstone Café
was once again open for service. :

Students are also thanked for helping vendors load
and unload their products.

—

——

AL HONOR SOCIEry

Photos by Kevin Flanders

(Right) Vendors and student volunteers enjoy the annual holiday fair
at Tantasqua Regional High School.

CLUES ACROSS

. Defunct airline

4. Beverage container

7. A team’s best pitcher

10. Unit of liquid capacity

1. It comes before two

12. Male child

13. Type of wheat

15. One’s mother

16. Upper side of an organism
19. United is one
21. Extraction process
23. A being with lesser divine

25. Luxury automaker

26. This (Spanish)

27. Semitic language

30. Period for a defined purpose

2. _ Faulkner, American writer
3. Guatemalan town

4. Of funny things

5.Actress  de Armas

14. Popular holiday dessert

17. Habitual drunkard

18. Used of a number or amount
not specified

20. Complications

22. Fail to win

27. Before the present

28. Musical genre

35. Up in the air (abbr.)

36. American marsupial

41. Decadent dessert

45. Aquatic plant

46. About aviation

47. Summer footwear

50. Rugged mountain ranges

54. With tin

55. Cut on the surface of a hard
object

56. Wrapped in cloth

57. Defensive nuclear weapon

status 59. “American Idol” contestant Clay
24. People living togetherina ~ 60. Midway between east and
community southeast

61. Court decision “  v. Wade”
62. Bom of

63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. Actress  -Margaret

34, Wander aimlessly in search  65. Not even
of pleasure
CLUES DOWN
. Heat unit 31.007’s creator

32. Indiana Pacer Toppin

33. Midway between north and
northeast

37. Feeling

43. Herb

44, Expressed concern

47. Mississippi scientific area (abbr.)
48, Consumed

49. Nostrils

51. Gathered fallen leaves

52. Express good wishes

53. Monetary unit of Brunei

UARANTEED

6. Agents of one’s downfall 38. Damage another’s reputation BUILDING MAINTENAncE Lau&k ;

7. Takes forcibly 39. Mottled citrus fruit Play ‘
8. Body lice 40. Beauty product LOV@

9. Large nest of abird of prey ~ 41. They man first, second and third . I

Contact Daniel Truax and.

508-450-7472
gbmaintco.com

29. Flurry 58. Japanese Buddhist festival
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DA partners with Autism Resource Center to dxpand
adaptive swim class offerings for neurodivergent children

WORCESTER
— Worcester  Coun-
ty District Attorney
Joseph D. Early, Jr.
recently  partnered
with the Autism Re-
source Center to help
expand adaptive swim
program offerings to
more families of neu-
rodivergent children
across Worcester
County.

The classes include
basic swim skills, as
well as water safety
training. They also
include a home safe-
ty workshop for par-
ents/caregivers to
provide information
and resources to pro-
tect against elope-
ment.

“We know that
children with Autism
Spectrum  Disorder
are 160 times more
likely to drown than
their peers without
adequate water safe-
ty instruction,” said
Early. “We want to pre-
vent such tragedies.
These swim classes
will help children be
safe, help give parents
some peace of mind,
and also allow chil-
dren to have fun in an
environment adapted
to their needs.”

The Autism Re-
source Center first
began setting up the
Adaptive Swim Pro-
gram last year with
the support of the
Doug Flutie Jr. Foun-
dation for Autism.

“The Swim and
Safety Program is
truly about preven-
tion and accessibility.
Our goal is to provide
swim lessons to as
many children and
young adults with au-

(Left) From left: Lainie Petrou from the Worcester County District Attorney’s Office, Logi Nathan from the British
Swim School of Blackstone Valley, Julie LeBeau of the Autism Resource Center, Janine LaPrade, swim instructor
at Worcester Fitness, Kristen Cariglia, Director of the Autism Resource Center, Kelly Sampson of the Worcester
JCC, Eileen Shea from the Worcester County District Attorney’s Office, and Worcester County District Attorney

Joseph D. Early, Jr.

tism as possible,” said
Kristen Cariglia, Di-
rector of the Autism
Resource Center. “By
training more Water
Safety Instructors
across our region to
increase the number
of adaptive lessons
and funding for par-
ticipants, children
are able participate
in these potentially
lifesaving lessons in
close to home. We are
beyond thrilled to be
partnering with the
Worcester County
District  Attorney's
office. With their sup-
port, we are able to
make these lessons
accessible to double
the number of chil-
dren and train more
swim instructors to
provide them.”
Through the fund-
ing provided by the
District  Attorney’s

Office, the program
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has been training ad-
ditional instructors
and expanding to
new locations across
Worcester County.
Classes are currently
offered at Worcester
Fitness, the Worces-
ter JCC, British Swim
School of Milford and
Orchard Hill Athlet-
ic Club in Lancaster.
There are plans to
add additional classes
soon.

“Providing water
safety skills to the
community is at the
forefront of prevent-
ing drowning inci-
dents,” said Janine
LaPrade, the adaptive
swim class instructor
at Worcester Fitness.
“Many times, accessi-
bility is a substantial
roadblock to acquir-
ing these survival
techniques. The part-
nership created by the
District  Attorney’s

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs ¢Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps « Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept « Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

office, the Autism
Resource center, and
swim academy sites
of Worcester Coun-
ty will increase the
number of trained
instructors, the num-
ber of sites providing
lessons, as well as an
increase in families
served all in hopes of
reducing the tragic
accidents that can oc-
cur, especially within
this population.”

The District Attor-
ney’s office provided
$10,000 to help cover
the cost of swimming
fees and additional
staff training needed
to expand the adap-
tive swim program.
The prevention pro-
gram money was
funded through the of-
fice’s Drug Forfeiture
Community Reinvest-
ment Program, which
uses money seized
from drug crimes

Local &

tion is free. Con-
tact the Autism
Resource Center

community initia-
tives in Worcester
County as a crime

preventionandin- at wwwautism-
tervention tool. resourcecentral.

These swim org/swim for ad-
classesareopento ditional informa-
the entire commu- tion and registra-

nity and registra- tion.

HolidayBazaar

Saturday, December 7, 2024
9:00 am — 3:00pm

St Joseph’s Church Hall
10 H Putnam Rd Ext., Charlton, Mass

We are actively seeking crafters and
vendors for this event.
Call Joyce at 774-262-0820 for a

registration form or information.

Courtesy

to provide funds for

Location: Christ Church
Routes 44 & 169 « Pomfret, CT
- 1 Mile South of The Vanilla Bean Cafe -
Christchurchpomfret.org « 860.315.7780

Saturday, December 7th

(Snow Date: Saturday, December 14th)

In-Person Dair: 10:00am-1:00pm

Holiday Gifts, Yummy Treats & Much More!
Luncheon Served 11:00 am- 1:00pm

Online Auction runs
November 23 (noon)- December 4 (noon)
www.biddingowl.com/ChristChurchPomfret

WASTE SERVICE =
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

10-15-20 Yd.

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses - Attics

Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

- Cellars
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Hi! My name is Shane and |
love riding horses!
Shane is a very friendly boy
who is engaging, happy, very
sociable and friendly. He en-
joys riding horses, running, and
swimming. Shane loves to ex-
plore the outdoors and be in-
volved in community events like
local fairs, festivals and farm-
er’s markets. When he goes out

hop)gw\

ten to music.
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7779

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’'t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.

Shane likes eating at restau-
rants, going to the movies, play-
ing in parks and in playgrounds.
When staying inside he likes to
use his iPad, watch TV and lis-

Age 12
Registration # 7779

Can | Adopt?

ai\\ ((;\\ (l;\\ ﬂ;\\ (l;\\ ai\\




4 *STONEBRIDGE PRESS®

Thursday-Friday, November 21-22, 2024

www.StonebridgePress.com

Federated Church announces 2024
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

STURBRIDGE — The Federated
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale
will host this year’s annual Ecumeni-
cal Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday,
Nov. 26 at 7 p.m. All members of the
community, regardless of faith, are
invited to attend this special service,
according to Federated Church Pastor
Rev. David Cote.

This year’s participating churches
include Holy Trinity Church, South-
bridge; Elm Street Congregational

Church UCC, Southbridge; Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, Sturbridge; First
United Methodist Church, South-
bridge; and St. Anne/St. Patrick Cath-
olic Church, Fiskdale. Together, they
will join in a collaborative service to
give thanks for the blessings of the
past year and to encourage a sense of
community through shared worship.
According to Rev. David Cote, pas-
tor of the Federated Church, "The Ec-
umenical Thanksgiving Service gives

us a chance to reflect on the blessings
we share and to celebrate the unity
that ties us all together. This service
is a great example of how faith can go
beyond individual churches, bringing
us together as one grateful and grace-
filled community."

For more information about the
event, please visit the church Web site
at sturfed.org or contact the church
office at (774) 304-1021 or via email at
churchoffice@sturfed.org.

Hazelwood Markets presents Christmas
at Crane Street: A Holiday Artisan
and Craft Market

SOUTHBRIDGE — Katherine Oakes and Christina Ciril-
lo-Schmidt of Hazelwood Markets, in partnership with 12
Crane Street, will present a two-day Christmas-themed ar-
tisan and craft market at 12 Crane St. in Southbridge on
Saturday, Nov. 30 and Sunday, Dec. 1 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. with
entertainment in the Dark Horse Tavern from 7-10 p.m.

The market will feature local and regional artists and
craftspeople selling their wares on the upper and lower
floors of the historic 12 Crane St. building. The market will
host blacksmiths, jewelry makers, stained glass artists,
painters, potters, fiber artists and more. Pub food and drink

will also be available on site at the Dark Horse Tavern, and

QCC’s Community Impact Award
goes to ACE volunteer

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond
Community College has announced
Ayman Abdelgadir as the recipient
of its most recent Community Im-
pact Awards. Abdelgadir received the
award in response to his work with
African Community Education (ACE),
an organization that aims to empower
African refugee and immigrant youth
through educational, leadership and
cultural programming.

Abdelgadir has been volunteering
with ACE since 2009, becoming the
volunteer and mentoring coordinator
in 2019. His role includes recruiting
volunteers and mentors for ACE’s
programs to assist with academic sup-
port, English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) and career develop-
ment. He is also the head coach of the

ACE youth soccer team.

“I take pride in working with all
newcomers to the community and
helping them flourish to their full po-
tential. It brings me tremendous joy to
see both the youth and adults continu-
ously reach new milestones and build
a successful future,” said Abdelgadir.

The Community Impact Award is a
project developed by QCC’s Director of
Community Engagement Sean Harris
in 2023. An award is given out during
each athletic season to highlight indi-
viduals and/or organizations in Cen-
tral Massachusetts who do impactful
work with young people from under-
served communities.

“I garnered feedback from our stu-
dent-athletes and Ayman’s name came
up repeatedly from his work with the

Moon Magick Café will serve specialty coffee drinks.

Saturday evening entertainment in the Tavern includes
singer/songwriter Seamus McMullen, storytelling from
author Robert Oakes and holiday music from singer/song-
writer Dan Blakeslee. Children will enjoy shadow puppet
performances from Jim Napolitano (Nappy) and a kids’
crafting table and scavenger hunt. On Saturday evening at
5 p.m., the town of Southbridge will be celebrating its tree
lighting and a holiday parade for all to enjoy.

Admission is $5 per person, free for children 12 and un-
der, and the event will be held rain or shine.

ACE soccer team. Not only that, but
also his reputation precedes him in
local community organizations. Ev-
eryone has high regard for Ayman,”
Harris said.

Abdelgadir was born in Sudan and
raised in Worcester, receiving two
graduate degrees from Clark Univer-
sity. He appreciated QCC’s recognition
of community development organiza-
tions and praised progress made by
the many groups in the city.

“I share this award with every
staff member at ACE and the other
organizations in Worcester that are
doing phenomenal work. In this field,
we don’t compete with each other, we
work together,” said Abdelgadir.

Southbridge Garden Club announces annual Holiday Greens Sale

SOUTHBRIDGE —The South-
bridge Garden Club will hold its an-
nual Holiday Greens Sale at the Ruth
Well Center for the Arts at 111 Main St.
(Route 131) in Southbridge on Friday,
Dec. 6, from noon to 5 pm, and on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The sale will feature a variety of
handcrafted items, including deco-
rative wreaths, holiday centerpieces,
door swags, and assorted decorations
and greens. All items contain different

types of live, fresh greens.

The Southbridge Garden Club’s
mission is to share an interest in hor-
ticulture and to expand our knowledge
of gardening for our mutual benefit
and that of our local communities.
The Club is a non-profit organization
and proceeds from the Greens Sale
support a variety of programs and
scholarships.

For more information, please con-
tact Sandra Gibson-Quigley at 508-347-

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8am.-4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 pm. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.......ccceeeevennns 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
(508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..........ccc....... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School

(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

» Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
» Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
» Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
+ Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
« Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
» Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Famlly Dlnlng & Gift Guide |

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Services - Sunday 9:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

» Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”

11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org

Sunday Service @ 10:00 am

Pastor Dan Maketansky

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559

Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

7956 or 508-864-6319, sgibquig@gmail.
comor Sally Anderson at 508-207-
6882, sallyh.anderson@outlook.com.

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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Spencer Country Inn
Diner ¢ Bar * Grill * Functions .

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER Blly Entree Get 1 //2 prlce
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
FRIDAY 11/22 & SATURDAY 11/23

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 12/31/24
starting at 5pm

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON
$270,000, 54 Stafford St, Petro, Greg-
ory M, to Ross, Alan, and Ross, George.
$94,900, Turner Rd #L, Charlton Or-
chards Grp LLC, to Grotton, Jacob A,
and Grotton, Haley. .

m

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10am-Ipm
All You Can Eat $21.95  (plus tax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA

HOLLAND
$200,000, 488 Mashapaug Rd, Roscio-
li, Annie R, to Porter, Andrew.

0'
HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 0‘”‘“{1 508-885-9036 SOUTHBRIDGE {e
Closed Mon & Tue www.spencercountryinn.com None 6
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562 /-'lN‘Jf\ Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
i@l 508-885-4033 Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00 STURBRIDGE

f

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

EIfeMl www.charliesdiner.com

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm K None
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Chief

continued from page 1

Knopf has submitted a
letter of recommenda-
tion for Deputy Chief
Scott Corio to succeed
him, he felt that utilizing
an assessment center
would allow Charlton to
ensure the very best can-
didate is chosen for the
job. He also felt that Dep-
uty Chief Corio would
shine as a worthy candi-
date regardless.

“I believe that the
town does itself a disser-
vice if it doesn’t spread
the search far and wide.
If (Deputy Chief Corio)
is truly the best candi-
date that I think he will
be, he will rise to the top,
but that doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t do your
due diligence in looking
for qualified candidates
and that doesn’t mean
they have to be internal
or external,” said Knopf.

Charlton Fire Captain

Travis McDonald, who is
President of the Perma-
nent Firefighters Union,
supported using an as-
sessment center while
also expressing his be-
lieve that Corio would be
a standout regardless of
the hiring process.

“'m speaking on
behalf of most of my
membership here when
I say that I truly believe
an assessment center is
the correct avenue. That
leaves the most trans-

parency in the process,”
McDonald said. “It’s
very common across
the Commonwealth and
it’s probably the most
common way to appoint
deputy fire chief and fire
chief positions and it’s
starting to trickle down
into the mid-level man-
agement as well. As far
as the internal versus
external debate, I want
to say that I appreciate
all of the sentiments
that have been echoed

about giving the oppor-
tunity to our internal
people, but our feeling is
our internal people are
going to rise to the top
anyways.”

Selectmen decided to
embrace Singer’s recom-
mendation in a 3-2 deci-
sion setting a seven-day
application period for
internal candidates and
the required number of
qualified candidates at
two. If enough qualified
internal candidates ap-

ply for the job they will
be interviewed and if no
candidate is chosen at
that time the application
will be open to external
candidates. Selectmen
confirmed any external
hiring process will not
use an assessment cen-
ter. Selectmen also solid-
ified the job description
for the position choos-
ing to make no changes
prior to the application
process.

Housing

continued from page 1

month, while 18 percent are
in poverty (“one of the high-
est I've seen in the region,”
she said).

Regarding currently “af-
fordable” units, she listed
176 as being “in perpetuity”
(mostly at the High Rise),
168 that expire in 2030 at
Brookside Terrace, and an
uncertain number among
the town's various group
homes. There are also a few
in the 5-15 Case Street build-
ing.

One participating woman
noted that Newton lawyers

recently bought 140 local
units and increased the rent
by $1,000 a month. “Now you
need two families to live in
one apartment to afford the
rent,” she said.

Chenier agreed, say-
ing hedge funds have been
spending millions to buy
properties and hike rents.
“We encourage free enter-
prise in this country, but we
also make a monster with
it,” he said.

As the forum's two
groups (one in Spanish,
one, English) went into
their “breakout sessions” to
throw ideas around, a lot of
the same themes surfaced.

For positive aspects of town,
many cited the library, di-
versity, history, walkability,
and interfaith/intergroup
connections. For negatives,
they cited the schools, lack
of jobs, departing business-
es, discrimination, poor
communication from town
government, and the need
for more effort to get people
involved.

For key housing priori-
ties, they cited more “little
units where they feel like
they're living in a home,”
places for young adults and
people with low income, ad-
dressing “predatory devel-
opers who target communi-

ties like ours,” and building
neighborhoods to have easy
access to local groceries and
other small businesses.

For key needs, they ar-
gued for rental assistance
and/or rent control, public
transit, clearer information
regarding services like heat
assistance and tax exemp-
tions, grants to help local
people buy and renovate
mixed-use property, provid-
ing things for youth to do,
and bylaws that promote
self-sufficiency.

The Nov. 12 forums are
intended to be the last pub-
lic forums of the housing
plan process, although the

survey (which includes op-
portunities to comment) is
still available on the town's
Civil Space page (https://
southbridge.civilspace.io/
en/projects/housing-pro-
duction-plan). From here,
the project shifts to one-on-
one stakeholder interviews,
then writing the final re-
port, which gets submitted
to the state. Sometime next
spring, Glaubitz will present
it to the Planning Board and
Town Council for approval.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Fire

continued from page 1

the displaced
people. “Some have
chosen to be relocated, and the landlord is covering
their expenses,” while some have found their own
housing, he said.

Fire Chief Paul Normandin said the residents
were lucky that the previous owner had sold it last
spring or early summer. At that time, the department
inspected the houses and found they had “two month
old [smoke] detectors and brand new batteries.”

“A year down the road, and we'd be having a very
different conversation,” Normandin added. “They'd
have been ripped off the walls.”

Soon after the fire, a neighbor gave the police vid-
eo footage of a “person of interest” who had been
hanging around the property around the time the
fire began. Woodson said “we've identified them and
the investigation is ongoing,” so the police will not

yet name that person. He noted Southbridge is work-
ing with the state police and fire marshal's office,
didn't know how long the case might take, and said
the cause is still “undetermined” at this point.

According to the WCVB.com Web site, 80-100 fire-
fighters helped fight the blaze, which started about
3:25 a.m. in 7-9 Union and spread to 11-13 Union. It
was under control by about 6:15 a.m.

By Friday afternoon, the buildings had both been
substantially demolished, with a crane and a couple
workers still on the fenced scene between two large
piles of debris. Woodson said the town ordered that
to happen “due to the instability of both properties.
They weren't safe, and there are lots of kids in that
area.”

That same day, the Community Center hosted a
“symposium” for the displaced people. State agen-
cies and non-profits brought clothing, food, pet food

and various other needs, plus information about var-
ious state and regional emergency services.

Normandin described the event as “a huge re-
source gift” for the displaced residents.

Coincidentally, a two-alarm fire hit a nearby
Cross Street house over the weekend. Normandin
said the department very quickly determined that
one was caused by “improper disposal of smoking
materials” and had “no connection whatsoever” to
the Union Street fire.

“On social media, everybody's scared to death
there's an arsonist going around,” he said, but added
that is not true.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Community
Connection

MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

= 508-248.9797 LTOPane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE MEPRGL  Tanks Filled

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

(X J— $5.70 300-500....c0re $25 10 80%
50-75 s $3.40 500 PLUS ... $2.40 )
75150 e $3.05 Duel Fuel ..uve ¢$375  Driver
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

e\Monday price 11/18/24 was $2.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ‘"Q

*prices subject to change

e

SEASONED

FIREWOOD
Cut Split
and Delivered

Call Paul

508-769-2351

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

‘Covmiies JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated by the S~y
ST etr Saaa 0116 - s S08ar 008 A
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

VISIT OUR STORE FOR

New job, new retirement
account options

We can talk through your financial goals and
find the option that works best for you.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Edwardjones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 21638c

For
Advertising
Information

Call

174-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

'perrd STt ¥F

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media

= /)\:/'/l)\:/’/ =, :/’///‘:/' /jl:////l:/’ U == =

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Save Main
Street: Shop
local and

keep our
towns alive

In a world dominated by two-day
shipping and digital convenience, it’s
easy to forget the personality of our
communities, the small businesses
that line our Main Streets. These aren’t
just shops; they're the heartbeats of
our towns, and the places where neigh-
bors gather. They are the framework
of New England’s charm, the pillars
of local economies, and the custodians
of our town’s character. Without them,
what remains?

The reality is stark: every time we
opt for an online order instead of vis-
iting a local shop, we make a choice
about the future of our communities.
Small businesses are facing a relent-
less uphill battle, competing not only
with giant corporations but also with
the shifting habits of modern consum-
ers. And when these businesses close,
they take more than their storefronts
with them—they take jobs, vibrancy,
and a sense of belonging.

Shopping locally isn’t just about
buying goods; it’s about investing in
the people around us. That cup of cof-
fee from the corner café supports a
family. That thrift store find funds lo-
cal charities. That gift shop purchase
puts money back into the local econ-
omy, where it’s reinvested to improve
schools, roads, and public services.
Your dollar goes further when spent
locally because it stays local.

But this requires a conscious effort.
Yes, online shopping is convenient, but
at what cost? Do we really want to trade
ease for a future of shuttered windows
and hollowed-out Main Streets? Do we
want our children to grow up in com-
munities where “downtown” is a relic
of the past?

We have a choice. This holiday
season and beyond, let’s make an
intentional effort to visit our local
bookstores, bakeries, and boutiques.
Explore the unique treasures of thrift
shops. Say yes to the farmer’s market,
the family-owned hardware store, and
the independent art gallery. These
businesses are run by our neighbors—
people who support our schools, spon-
sor our Little League teams, and show
up when we need them most.

If we don’t invest in them, who will?
Let’s work together to keep our towns
alive, vibrant, and full of opportuni-
ty. Let’s shop local-not because it’s
trendy, but because it’s essential.

Our communities depend on it.
Let’s not let convenience rob us of con-
nection. Together, we can ensure that
our Main Streets remain places we’re
proud to call home.

OPINION

An Ecumenical Thanksgiving sucia Security coLA cam
— finding common ground

"If the only prayer you

ever said was “thank you,” BEYOND

Yet great hospitality — that
is our calling, our charge as

that would be enough.” THE. people of faith. Making all feel
— Meister Eckhart welcome is the message Christ
PEWS taught again and again. Using

Was 1621 the first ecu- « « « « « o o o the person or people designat-
menical Thanksgiving ser- BYDR.RB  ed “the other,” He tried to re-
vice in North America? A McFEE veal a common goodness and
time when Spiritual peo- show us what it is like to be
ple and Christians shared gﬁé%{%g a Good Samaritan, a grateful

a meal and faith practic-
es, giving thanks together,
even if in different languages and
different ways?

Consider two cultures, two peo-
ples from vastly different experienc-
es and faiths, who for that three day
feast in 1621 found common ground
— they celebrated a harvest at a time
when both Wampanoags and Pil-
grims experienced the deaths of so
many of their people, when a brutal
winter took its toll, and where peo-
ple tried to bridge a large divide in
cultures to coexist.

Through great hospitality and
some common assistance across
groups, both made it to 1621 better
than they were in 1620, and celebrat-
ed their abundance, and survival.
Two vastly different cultures, they
found common ground. Perhaps
not the Hallmark image of the first
Thanksgiving, but worthy of being
remembered and passed down gener-
ation to generation.

It would have been easy for the
Wampanoags and Pilgrims to treat
each as “the other,” but they found
a way to work together at those early
moments.

Sadly today we face the threat of
treating people different from us as
“the other,” for a variety of reasons
— political, religious, you name it,
sometimes it seems humans make
an art form out of differentiating be-
tween people.

Yet we also have a great way of
making people feel at home when we
head our higher angels.

leper (the Samaritan), and a
person worth hearing the ulti-
mate Good News - the woman at the
well (a Samaritan). There was no
“other” in Jesus.

Is that ethos still alive and well in
our midst today?

Recently I spoke with Rev. John
Lucy, pastor of the Charlton City
Unite Methodist Church (CCUMC),
as we reflected upon those ques-
tions, Thanksgiving, the economy
and its impact on vulnerable people,
the election, and building a sense of
community.

During that time we talked about
the upcoming Ecumenical Thanks-
giving Service to be held at CCUMC.

Pastor John noted this was an an-
nual event, with each participating
church taking turns on hosting.

He went on to say “This is an
important Thanksgiving to demon-
strate God’s love to all people, re-
gardless of faith tradition. To reveal
what Jesus would have said - there is
no Democrat or Republican, Green
or Independent, rich or poor, no cul-
tural divide or other divide that mat-
ters more than a common humanity
and heart, as part of God’s Kingdom.
And that’s what people who attend
the November 24th Ecumenical
Thanksgiving service should feel - a
shared community in Christ, a sense
of Christ’s love, hospitality and wel-
come. “

We agreed that people of faith
need to share, to live as God’s beloved
children — coexisting with a sense of
Tum To THANKSGIVING page 11

Dream of holidays

As the holiday sea-
son heats up and the

burned for over 13 hours,
proving it was commer-

smell of roasted tur- PosITIVELY cially viable.

key and pumpkin pie SPEAKING

fills the air, it’s easy Edison later said,
to get caught up in the “Genius is 1 percent
magic of the season— TOBY inspiration and 99 per-
and just as easy to let MOORE cent perspiration.” His
your dreams slip into S dedication reminds us

the background.

that even in the season

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

Between family gath-
erings, festive celebra-
tions, and endless to-do
lists, the holidays can feel
like both a time of joy
and a reminder of what
you haven’t yet achieved.
But what if this season
could be the spark to re-
ignite your fire for your
dreams?

The holidays are dis-
tracting. There’s shop-
ping to do, meals to pre-
pare, and social media
posts showing everyone
else’s highlight reels.
That can leave you com-
paring your progress to
others and wondering if
you’ve fallen behind. But
here’s the thing—the hol-
idays aren’t about com-
peting; they’re about con-
nection, reflection, and
renewal. And that goes
for your dreams, too.

Think about the pow-
er of this time of year.
Latch onto the holiday
spirit, express gratitude,
reflect on where you've
been, and just as impor-
tantly, set your sights on
where you’re headed.

What about that
book you’re writing, the

weight you’re losing, or
the business you started
that hasn’t quite taken
off yet? Now is not the
time to hold back. Wake
up a little earlier, stay
up a little later—don’t
let your dreams take a
holiday break only to
resurface as New Year’s
resolutions. Keep the fire
burning!

Let the warmth of
the season fuel your
ambitions. Let the love
and laughter of family
remind you why you're
chasing your dreams in
the first place. Let the joy
of giving inspire you to
give your all in pursuit of
your goals.

Even history’s great-
est dreamers didn’t take
the holidays off when
their vision was on the
line. In the winter of
1879, Thomas Edison
worked tirelessly at his
lab in Menlo Park, per-
fecting the electric light
bulb. His assistants re-
ported working through
snowstorms and late into
the night by lamplight.
The breakthrough came
on New Year’s Eve when
his bulb successfully

of comfort, a little extra
effort can lead to monu-
mental breakthroughs.

Of course, no one
wants to become a work-
aholic. Ebenezer Scrooge
learned the hard way
that all work and no play
leads to misery, though
his ghostly intervention
came at Christmastime.
Thanksgiving reminds
us of balance. Gratitude
is as much about appre-
ciating where you are as
it is about striving for
more.

Here are a few ways to
stay motivated while sa-
voring the season:

1. Reflect: Take a mo-
ment to look back—not
to beat yourself up, but
to celebrate the progress
you’ve made. Even small
steps matter.

2. Write down your
dreams: Grab a notebook
and jot down your big-
gest aspirations. Putting
them on paper makes
them more real.

3. Visualize success:
As you sip on cider or
watch the leaves fall,
close your eyes and imag-
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sweeten your finances

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

If you’re receiving Social Securi-
ty benefits, you will see some bigger
checks in 2025. How can you best take
advantage of this increase?

First, here’s some background:
Each year, the Social Security Admin-
istration adjusts payments based on
the rate of inflation. In 2025, this cost-
of-living adjustment, or COLA, will be
2.5 percent. While this figure is lower
than the 3.2 percent bump for 2024, and
significantly lower than the 8.7 percent
increase in 2023, when inflation was
much higher, it’s still close to the 20-
year average of 2.6 percent.

The actual dollar amount increase
you’ll see will depend, of course, on
the size of your regular Social Security
payments. In any case, though, you may
find that the bigger checks can help you
in these areas:

Withdrawals from investment port-
folio— Once you retire, you’ll likely
have to start tapping into your tradi-
tional IRA, 401(k) and other invest-
ment accounts. Naturally, your goal
is to avoid taking out so much in your
early retirement years that you risk
running low on money later. A high-
er Social Security payment may allow
you to keep withdrawing the same
amount, or possibly even lower your
taxable withdrawals. This is especially
important when the inevitable market
downturns occur — as much as possi-
ble, you’ll want to avoid withdrawing
money, which essentially means selling
taxable investments, when the market
is down.

Cash reserves — It’s generally a
good idea for retirees to keep up to 12
months’ worth of portfolio withdraw-
als in cash, so the money is readily
available when you need it, along with
another three to six months of spend-
ing kept in an emergency fund. Having
these reserves available can help you
avoid dipping into your long-term tax-
able investments to pay for short-term
needs, such as a major car repair or a
needed home improvement.

Debt reduction — If the higher So-
cial Security payments allow you to
improve your cash flow, you might be
able to pay down some debts, especial-
ly those that carry a high interest rate.
And lowering your debts, justlike build-
ing your cash reserves, can help protect
you from increasing your withdrawals
from your retirement accounts.

In addition to implementing the new
COLA, the Social Security Administra-
tion is also raising the earnings limit
for those reaching their full retirement
age, which, for most people, will be be-
tween 66 and 67. If you are under your
full retirement age for all of 2025, So-
cial Security will deduct $1 in benefits
for every $2 you earn above the new
limit of $23,400, up from $22,320 in 2024.
If you reach your full retirement age
in 2025, Social Security will deduct $1
in benefits for every $3 you earn above
$62,160, up from $59,520 in 2024. Start-
ing with the month you reach your full
retirement age, you can earn as much
as you want without having your ben-
efits reduced. At that point, Social Se-
curity will also recalculate your ben-
efit amounts to give you credit for the
months you received reduced benefits
due to your excess earnings.

And here’s one final COLA-related
change: For 2025, the Social Security
tax limit will rise to $176,100, up from
$168,600 in 2024.

It’s not all that often when a source
of your guaranteed income goes up. So,
start thinking now about how you can
use these COLA changes to improve
your financial situation in 2025.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trev-
ornielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Turkey Tips

Thanksgiving w-_q TAKE  in the oven for roasting.
is arguably the h N THE If preparing the stuffing
most anticipated ahead-of-time, wet and
annual holiday, Hint dry ingredients should
and the highlight KAREN be refrigerated separate-
of an annual TRAINOR 1y and combined right
Thanksgiving before stuffing the tur-

celebration is
the fabulous feast, with a turkey
served up as the crowning cen-
terpiece of the both the table and
the holiday. A large, golden brown
bird, roasted to perfection and sur-
rounded by a medley of delicious
accompaniments has no culinary
competition at the dining table.

With so much at stake (and so
much to go wrong), it’s no wonder
we’re obsessed about turning out a
feast on par with the roasted beau-
ties we recall from our childhoods.
Thus, this week’s column offers a
guide to preparing a Thanksgiv-
ing turkey along with some fun
facts about the holiday bird.

Happy Thanksgiving!

%%

Many a novice cook has been
intimidated by the mere thought
of preparing a turkey for dinner,
nonetheless for a Thanksgiving
feast. The good news is turkeys
are not difficult to cook, and all it
takes is a little advance prepara-
tion to ensure a turkey success:

%%

Not sure how big a bird to cook?
A general rule of thumb is to al-
low one pound of uncooked turkey
per person from an 8 to 12 pound
turkey. Larger birds have a larger
proportion of meat to bones, so
three quarters of a pound per per-
son should serve well when pur-
chasing heavier birds.

Exd

Like all protein foods, should
be thawed in the refrigerator, nev-
er at room temperature. When
foods are thawed at room tempera-
ture, surface bacteria can rapidly
multiply to dangerous levels at
temperatures of 40 degrees F and
above. The National Turkey Fed-
eration offers the following guide-
lines to properly defrosting frozen
turkeys: For safety and superior
quality, leave turkey in the origi-
nal packaging and place in a shal-
low pan. Thaw, in the refrigerator,
using the simple formula: whole
turkeys thaw at a rate of 4 to 5
pounds per 24 hours. Example: A
15-pound frozen bird will take 3 to
4 full days to thaw in the refrigera-
tor. To speed thawing, keep turkey
in the original tightly sealed bag
and place in a clean and sanitized
sink or pan. Submerge in cold
water and change the cold water
every 30 minutes. The turkey will
take about 30 minutes per pound
to thaw. Refrigerate (at 40 degrees
F or below) or cook the turkey
when it is thawed. Do not refreeze
uncooked, defrosted turkey.

%%

Stuffing is a delicious requisite
for most Thanksgiving meals, but
it’s important not to stuff a tur-
key until just before it is placed

last update.

There’s been lots of
auction news since my

Beginning with an

key. The turkey should be
stuffed loosely, with about three
quarters of a cup of stuffing per
pound of turkey. It’s also import-
ant to test the internal tempera-
ture of the stuffing as well as the
turkey. The internal temperature
in the center of the stuffing should
register 160 to 165 degrees F.

*%

Many a Thanksgiving meal
has been delayed due to underes-
timating the time it takes to cook
a turkey. Since turkey is low in fat
and high in protein, the meat is
sensitive to extreme heat and pro-
longed cooking. Loosely place an
aluminum foil tent over the tur-
key breast during the first 1 to 1%
hours of roasting, then remove to
allow the turkey to brown. A tur-
key should be cooked just until
it is done. The best way to deter-
mine the level of doneness is with
a food thermometer. Even if you
subscribe to the “20 minute per
pound rule” you should also use
a thermometer to ensure the bird
if fully cooked. For whole turkey;,
place the food thermometer in the
deepest part of the thigh, but not
touching the bone. The internal
temperature of the turkey should
measure 180 degrees F in the thigh
and 170 degrees F in the breast.
Juices should run clear and the
drumsticks should be soft and
move easily at the joint.

*%

*Brine is a popular prep to en-
sure juice meat and crisp skin, but
it can be a hassle. Try this super
easy method that makes brining a
breeze.

Note: Add some herbs and spic-
es, it also infuses the turkey with
additional flavor.

Choose a bucket or container
large enough to cover the bird
with brine. To each gallon of fresh,
cool water, add one cup of Kosher
salt and one half cup of white or
brown sugar. Pour the mixture
over the turkey and refrigerate
for at least 12 hours. If you want
to flavor your turkey, add spices
such as black peppercorns, dried
thyme, garlic cloves or bay leaves
to the brine.

When the brining process is
complete, rinse the bird well and
pat dry. If you want a crispy skin,
allow the turkey to air dry over-
night in the refrigerator. Stuff
and roast the turkey as usual.

Another secret to delicious tur-
key is a simple spice rub, which
adds not only incredible flavor to
the bird, but a rich color as well.

Note: If using dried spices, half
the amount required.

Mix together in a small bowl,
three tablespoons each: chopped
fresh rosemary, chopped fresh

thyme, and chopped fresh tarra-

gon; one tablespoon ground black |

pepper; two teaspoons salt.

Pat turkey dry with paper tow- ‘

els and place on rack set in a roast-
ing pan. Tie legs together loosely
to hold shape of turkey. Brush tur-
key with a little olive oil. Rub herb

mix all over turkey. Roast as usual.
*%

Did you know?

* The average price of a whole
turkey is expected to increase by
just 8% in 2024, jumping from
$27.9 in 2023 to $30.15

*Half of all whole turkeys sold
in the United States are consumed
on Thanksgiving

*A frozen turkey keeps up to a
year, but usually loses some flavor,
according to the folks at Butter-
ball.

*Even a “pre basted bird” can
benefit from hand basting. Bast-
ing gives your bird color, crisps the
skin and helps hold in juices. Rub
the bird with a few tablespoons of
softened butter and pour two cups
of turkey broth, chicken broth
or water into your roasting pan.
Baste every half hour or so. And
be sure to baste quickly, because
the oven temperature will reduce
every time you open the oven door.

*Some seasoned chef’s recom-
mend rubbing the inside of the
turkey with a cut lemon before
stuffing.

*A turkey will carve more easi-
ly if you let it sit for 20 minutes to
allow juices to set.

*According to the Center of Sci-
ence in the Public Interest (CSPI),
the Thanksgiving turkey can be
safely eaten for just four days after
cooking.

*%

Your tips can win you a great
dinner for two at the historic Pub-
lick House Historic Inn in Stur-
bridge! Simply send in a hint to
be entered into a random draw-
ing. One winner per month (or
whenever I receive enough tips
for a column) will win a fabulous
three course dinner for two at the
renowned restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the town common
in historic Sturbridge. Because
I'm in the business of dispensing
tips, not inventing them (although
I can take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers out there
to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or
handy tip that has worked for
you? Do you have a question re-
garding household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share them
with readers of Stonebridge Press
newspapers? Send questions and/
or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o the
Southbridge Evening News, PO
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com. Hints
are entered into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic Publick
House Inn.

Auction news

Another important
artifact was recently
discovered in a Florida
museum, according to

item from the 16th centu-
ry, a pair of Ming Dynas-
ty jars sold well above
their estimate at auction

ANTIQUES recently. The “fish jars

> were made during the
COLLECTIBLES reign of the Jiajing Em-
peror, from 1522-1566,”

R fg[ ,E,S Tf\ T,ES, . according to CNN. They
WAYNE TUISKULA  Were made with ad-

vancements in ceramics
design and depict golden

carps along with lotus and other plants. The
jars were in a home in Wiesbaden, Germa-
ny, but were moved after the start of World
War II and placed in a secure location. The
jars far exceeded the £1 million ($1.3 million
USD) estimate selling for £9.6 million ($12.5

million USD).

Some rare presidential memorabilia
including artifacts from two of America’s
greatest presidents will hit the auction
block later this month. A lock of George
Washington’s hair inside a locket is one of
the pieces being offered. The locket was giv-
en to a family friend of Washington’s and
was documented as it passed down through
the generations. It’s estimated to sell for

$30,000 to $40,000.

the Chicago Sun-Times.
The museum manag-
er found an old dusty
shadowbox containing
an American flag. The

flag is dated April 14,
1865, the day after Abra-

ham Lincoln’s assassination. It was draped
over Lincoln’s coffin as his body traveled
1,654 miles to be buried in Springfield, Ohio.
The flag was signed by New York physician
Lewis Applegate, who went to school with
one of the pallbearers. It’s believed Apple-
gate’s school friend gave the flag to him.
After Applegate signed the border, other
owners followed suit which provided a doc-
umentation of ownership over the years. It
has an auction estimate of $800,000 to $1.2

million.

Moving to an item from more recent
times, a collection of “Star Trek” memora-
bilia from the popular 1960s television show
had many items selling past their estimates
and even saw an auction record broken. A
vintage red velour duty uniform worn by
Nichelle Nichols when she played Nyota
Uhura had an estimate of $3,000 and sold for
$114,300, according to mylanews.com. Cap-
tain Kirk’s yellow velour tunic and Starfleet

prop at $910,000.

Melinda Myers

The Thanksgiving cactus has toothed or jagged segments and
typically blooms earlier than the Christmas cactus.

Holiday cacti add weeks
of color and enjoyment

Add weeks 4 Grow
of  colorful GARDEN them in
flowers and MOMENTS an organ-
decades  of seserecs jo well-
enjoyment to MELINDA drai n ed
your indoor MYERS potting
plant col- mix for
lection with best re-
holiday cacti. sults. Wa-

Dress one up with a dec-
orative basket, contain-
er, or foil wrap and give
itto a favorite gardener
or holiday hostess. You’ll
find a variety for sale at
your local garden center
or florist.

The plant sold
as a Christmas cac-
tusmay in fact be a
Thanksgiving cactus.

The true Christmas cac-
tus blooms later and
has small segments
with rounded edges.
The Thanksgiving cac-
tus, though often sold as
the Christmas cactus,
has toothed or jagged
segments and typically
blooms earlier. To add to
the confusion, there are
hybrids of the two that
bloom in between these.

Fortunately, their
growing requirements
and care are essentially
the same so the plants
will do fine no matter the
name on the label. Keep
your flowering holiday
cactus in a cool bright lo-
cation to extend its bloom
time for as long as four
to eight weeks. Avoid hot
and cold air drafts, mois-
ture stress, and other
environmental changes
to reduce the risk of bud
and flower drop.

These holiday cacti are
epiphytes that naturally
grow on trees in the rain-
forests of Brazil. They
all prefer bright indirect
light, high humidity, and
thorough watering when
the top few inches of soil
begin to dry. Don’t over-
water, but don’t let the
soil dry completely. Water
a bit more often when the
plant is in bloom.

Command Bridge trou-
sers worn by actor Wil-
liam Shatner in the first
season sold for $455,000,
well above the $65,000 es-
timate. A communicator
and phaser used by Wil-
liam Shatner as Captain
Kirk were considered
“lost.” The original own-
er “was a veteran of Hol-

lywood’s prop industry,” according to Art-
Net. Don Hillenbrand, a long-time collector
and researcher compared the items to those
that appear in early episodes and to a docu-
mentary book on the series. The effort paid
off when the phaser, estimated at $100,000,
boldly went where no man has gone before,
setting an auction record for a “Star Trek”

We are currently cataloging for an online
antiques auction in a Beacon Hill Boston es-

tate and a large Civil War collection from a

local estate. We are accepting consignments
of all types for future auctions. Please visit
our Web site, https://centralmassauctions.
com, for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auc-
tion information at: Wayne Tuiskula Auc-
tioneer/Appraiser Central Mass Auctions
for Antique, Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@centralmassauc-
tions.com or (508-612-6111).

ter thoroughly and pour
off any excess water
that collects in the sau-
cer to avoid root rot. Re-
duce maintenance and
improve the growing
conditions with the help
of gravel trays. Place a
layer of pebbles, decora-
tive stones, or marbles in
the saucer or bottom of
the foil wrap or basket.
The pot will be elevated
above any excess water
collecting in the pebbles.
As this water evaporates
it increases the humidity
around the plant.

Fertilize with a di-
lute solution of flower-
ing houseplant fertilizer
once it finishes blooming
and throughout spring
and summer as need-
ed. Grow your cactus in
a north-facing window
or back from an east-
or west-facing window
where it receives bright
indirect light throughout
the year. Too much sun
turns the leaf segments
dark red.

Don’t be anxious to
move these plants to a
bigger container. They
prefer to be somewhat
pot-bound and can re-
main in the same pot for
years.

Encourage a new flush
of flowers with cool-
er night temperatures
around 55 to 60 degrees
and slightly drier soil. An
uninterrupted dark peri-
od will also help promote
flowering.

Next fall, start the dark
treatment in early Octo-
ber to get holiday flowers.
Cover the plants or move
them to a location free of
artificial light, indoors or
outside, each night for 14
hours and provide bright,
indirect sunlight each
day. Any interruption in
the dark period from out-
door, street, or reading
lights can delay or pre-
vent flowering.

Make this the year you
add holiday cacti to your
indoor plant collection
and consider purchasing
afew for friends and fami-
ly. These easy-care flower-
ing beauties will brighten
indoor holiday décor and
everyone’s mood.

Melinda Myers has
written over 20 gardening
books, including Midwest
Gardener’s  Handbook,
2nd Editionand Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video and
DVD series and the na-
tionally syndicated Me-
linda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Myers is
a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Myers’
Web site is www.Melin-
daMyers.com.
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“Where Friends Send
Their Friends!”

IAMOUREUX <z

“Always a great selection fo Pre-Owned

Cars, Trucks and SUV’s”

Great selection of both Full-Size Bronco and
Bronco Sport ....Choose from over 25 units!!!

Visit us on-line at
lamoureuxford.com?

Treat yourself,
Irs Time
We Make it Easy!

: 11 \

As a former primary care doctor, and now a Mass Advantage
member, what | most appreciate about Mass Advantage is the
dedicated team of Member Navigators who provide top notch
customer service and guidance.

Robert Babineau Jr. M.D., Member since 2023

Enroll in a Mass Advantage Medicare Plan!

Save More... Get More...
» $0 monthly plan premium* HMO & PPO plan Our Member Navigator Team is here to help.
options.

 Need an appointment?

 No medical or prescription drug deductibles. We’ll get you in with most UMass Memorial

- $0 copay in-network primary care Health providers within 10 days.

provider visits. .
* Have coverage questions?
» $0 copay preventive dental service and We'll explain benefits, assist with claims, and
generous comprehensive dental coverage.” more.
« $0 or low copays for Tier 1 and Tier 2 - e
s  Want Simplified Access?
prescription drugs and more... No referrals needed for in-network specialists.
Have Questions? Need help?
oM Call Us: (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711)
MASS ADVANTAGE RSVP for a local sales seminar or personal consult
i
e www.MassAdvantage.info/RSVP

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 am. - 8 p.m., 7 days a week;
and April 1 - September 30, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.
Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

.

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal.

* Premium and coverage may vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our
network. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a sales
seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather.

Access to the health care providers you trust at

." UMass Memorial Health

Y0173_250149_M Accepted
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G Ot S p a Ce? %mh Al Glickman Kovago & Jacobs
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EQU - Ne. 25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
we do. ' A |
Contact Mikaela Today
FISHER
774-200-7308 Authorized Distributor
TlmEa@ 508-867-6500

stonebridgepress.news 46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

O 536-SkE-HHSTFORITC OFFICE BUILDiSS

FOR SALE
- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $550,000
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 - Building size: 9,536 SF

®

-

. Large Executive Offices with Elegant . Lot size: 13,939 SF
Finishes and High Ceilings - Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
i - Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas « Basement: partial | Unfinished

Red Hot Prices.f"

Limited Time Only
Special Savings On

* Bedrooms
* Living Rooms

* Recliners 0% INTEREST

* Occasional Pieces FOR 1
* Entertainment Centers ~ FULL YEAR!
* Sealy Mattresses

sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

JONAH D. GLICKMAN

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE « 508-234-8777 JAMES GLICKMAN

FREE LAYAWAY « FREE DELIVERY 50::::?007 2;;_2:::?25
ML 9:30-()6;/00|;NTT}II-:.’RFI;.TQZIig;:(g;l\lsélT:.l?fl?f:X;RSUN s jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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/N /N r‘( PN N /‘( . ) . r‘( » s
\os
-
4
M
543 M St., Southbrid MA 01550 K
r ain St., Southbridge, N
<N/ \/
P~ 508-764-0644 »
| |

Follow Us @7StarLiquors

‘E( Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm -Sunday 10am- 11pm ‘:(
- TE ¢

NE w Look
BIG Store &
_ _ Parking

A 4 o A b

Spec:al Deal
Every Month
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Historical

continued from page 1

The goal, he said, is to
“describe all the build-
ings and what [they're]
all about.” that infor-
mation will be in three
kiosks of brochures,
small plaques on each
building that have QR
codes to a website, signs
that are “in view of the
next post, so nobody can
get lost,” and in-the-
sidewalk trail markers.
Over time, Brady added,
these walks will tie into
the Rail Trail and spark
local businesses where
visitors can get lunch
and more.

To Jim O'Brien, the
best part is “the histo-
ry of each building. It's
pretty cool what we've
come up with, and we've
hit each building” on
both routes. By scan-
ning the QR codes, “you
can go as deep as you
want to know” on a Web
site that's free to use, he
added later.

He also noted that from the corner of Marcy and Main you can see five
churches at once.

Brady said the project's historic information is coming from various
sources. The most basic of them are the National Registry forms for more
than 100 properties townwide; those date to 1979, with some updated in a
1984 study. Some of the buildings no longer exist (for example, the old police
station), some aren't in the registry, and some registry listings aren't in this
area of town.

He also cited documents from previous walking tours, two detailed South-
bridge News reports on the Globe and Center Village posted to the library's
Web site, material written by Society founder Arthur Casaubon, and Quine-
baug Historical Society leaflets book from the early 20th century.

The tours' Web site is tied to the town's site. There, the curious can find
“a little bit of detail on each one” of the listed buildings. As an example,
Brady called up the Hartwell Building at the Main/Hamilton corner, which
was a pharmacy until the 1980s. More recently, people will recall it being
vacant for a while, then housing a church briefly, and now it's home to a
property management firm. He also cited today's Elm Street fire station,
which was previously the site of Freeman's Tavern, the place where early
residents met to draft the documents creating the town in 1816.

the project has so far been funded by a Mass Office of Travel and Tour-
ism grant, with match funding from the Society. At this point, Brady said,
they're looking at the cost and durability of various kinds of sidewalk trail
markers and seeking funds for signage.

“It seems like it's been a long time,” O'Brien said. “But it's been fun.”

After they spoke, Society President Ray Petrelli talked a bit about his
hobby of bottle collecting.

“As a Kkid, I lucked out. The first bottles I found were in my own back-
yard,” he recalled.

That whetted an appetite for something he's still doing decades later. As a
youth, he found it was often safer to bike to potential dig sites. While parked
cars often attracted unwanted attention, a bike could be laid in the bushes
for as long as he was there.

Most of these bottles, inkwells and the like come from countless back-
yard dumps; he noted most households had one decades ago, before the town
started collecting trash. In some cases, though, bottles can be found in un-
usual places, such as under floorboards, in walls, and, quite often, in old
privies. One of his favorite sites was behind the Main Street building (now
gone) that once housed the police station and a courthouse

“For every antique bottle I find, I probably dig up 50 broken ones,” he
said. “... Where do I go digging? Anywhere I won't get arrested.”

Petrelli noted many of them in early days held substances that would
be probably illegal today. There were no agencies certifying medicines in
those days, so people sold such things as “Dr J Moore's Essence of Life” and
“Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup,” both of which “were filled with heroin.”
In other cases, many “drugs” were basically just booze with various herbs
and flavors. Petrelli said “People who didn't drink because they were very,
very religious would have their 'medicine."”

He showed a couple bottles that looked very similar to the unpracticed
eye. But he pointed out the often subtle differences that enable experienced
collectors to date them and estimate their value. Many are “pictorials,” in
that the glass has some sort of fairly common image, but some are “histor-
icals” that document a specific person or event. The latter are much more
valuable.

For example, he showed a post Civil War “pictorial” bottle he said was
worth about $200, then held up one of the “historicals” (a one pint whiskey
flask from about 1825) valued at around $3000. His oldest predates the Revo-
lution; it's a black-glass liquor bottle “so thick you could whack somebody
on the head and kill them, but not crack the bottle.”

“The people who collect these are fanatics,” Petrelli noted.

Most of his display focused on inkwells, because they're far easier to
transport. But the glass is largely the same. He noted “the sand you used
would affect the color,” as would impurities and exposure to chemicals. The
latter, such as those from privies, can discolor glass and “opalize” it; some
people term such glass “sick” and discard it, but the discoloration can be
removed.

Gus Steeves

Ray Petrelli points out a detail of one of his bottles.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

Snowblower for sale
Toro Power Max 828LXE
ELECTRIC START
Needs oil change and tuneup
$125

508-450-1413

OBITUARIES

Rodney P. Fountain, 60

OXFORD - Rodney P.
Fountain, 60, of Federal
Hill Road, passed away
on Friday, November
15, 2024, at St. Vincent
Hospital in Worcester. He
leaves behind his beloved
daughter, Dominique T.
Fountain of Brookfield,
and her mother, Jennifer |-
DeFilippo of Ludlow;
his cherished grandson,
Nicholas M. Gianakis of
Brookfield; two sisters,
Judith Bryniarski and
Melissa V. Christian,
both of Dudley; and many nieces and
nephews. Rodney was predeceased by
three brothers, Joseph P. Fountain
Jr., Dennis A. Fountain, and Mark
A. Fountain; and a sister, Cynthia L.
Marable.

Born and raised in Oxford, Rodney
was the son of the late Joseph P. and
Shirley R. (Beauregard) Fountain. A
lifelong resident of the community, he
worked for Gaftek Corporation in New
Hampshire for five years and was a
skilled heavy equipment operator for
many years.

Rodney was known for his love of

Vo

pool, earning the reputation of a “pool
shark” among friends. He enjoyed
fishing, mowing the lawn, and taking
leisurely drives around town. A hard-
working man with a big heart, Rodney
especially cherished time spent with
his daughter and grandson.

A celebration of his life will be held
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to UMass
Memorial Health, c¢/o Cancer
Research, One Biotech, Suite 301, 365
Plantation St., Worcester, MA 01605.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in
Oxford is directing the arrangements.

Sally A. Gallagher Mueller, 81

WALES, Mass. — Sally
A. Gallagher Mueller, 81,
of Wales, Mass., passed
away Monday, November
11, 2024. Born in
Stafford Springs, Conn.
on September 9, 1943,
daughter of Rayford R
Gallagher Sr and Grayce
M Robinson, she grad-
uated high school from
Springfield Technical,
attended  Springfield [g
Technical Community
College, and received [@
a master’s degree from
Westfield State University.

She was passionate about her work
and served the State of Massachusetts
for over three decades, primarily in
the Department of Developmental
Services. During Sally’s accomplished
career, she was notably awarded 2004
Advocate of the Year while serving
as Area Director. The recognition
highlighted her hands-on approach,
advocacy, and planning that helped
individuals, agencies, and families
receive crucial funding to receive or
provide quality service. Sally always
placed the welfare of individuals
above bureaucracy, funding short-
falls, and issues that at times seemed
insurmountable. Her dedicated work
helped numerous handicapped adults
in achieving their goals and dreams
that many thought were insurmount-
able. Sally was a selfless woman and
cared deeply for her family.

She raised three boys and rarely
missed a moment of her grandchil-
dren’s lives. She encouraged time
spent exploring outdoors, emphasized
education, and always had a good book
to share. She is regarded by many as a
pillar of support and guidance. Sally

Kevin MacConnell, 66

Kevin MacConnell,
66, of Sturbridge, MA,
passed away suddenly
on Thursday, November
7, 2024, at Saint Vincent
Hospital in Worcester. He
leaves his wife Patricia &
and their son, Jameson,
of Sturbridge, his moth-
er Marilyn MacConnell
of Sturbridge, his broth-
er David MacConnell
and his wife Trisha of
Marlborough, CT, and
several nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased
by his brother, Mark D. MacConnell,
and father, James H. MacConnell.

Kevin was born on October 19,
1958, in Des Plaines, IL the second
son of the late James MacConnell,
and Marilyn MacConnell. The family
moved from IL to Sturbridge, MA in
1970. He enjoyed being in the woods,
riding dirt bikes and raising various
farm animals at his grandmother’s
farm in Brimfield. He played varsity
soccer while at Tantasqua Regional
High School and his love of play-
ing and coaching soccer continued
into adulthood, when he even played
semi-professional soccer for a team
based in Worcester. After graduat-
ing high school, he attended UMass-
Ambherst where he earned a degree in
Education.

Kevin followed in his father’s foot-
steps after graduating from college,
becoming an entrepreneur and real
estate investor/developer. Kevin’s
love of history influenced his busi-
ness endeavors and included the
rehabilitation of older buildings in
Sturbridge including the development
and operation of the Commonwealth
Inn, the Sturbridge Country Inn and
the historic Blackington Building.

Over the years he was active in
the Sturbridge community, including

enjoyed traveling and cre-
ating new memories and
traditions. Whether retell-
ing her travels abroad
to Europe over high tea,
organizing  Gallagher
family reunions, or pack-
ing up the car to travel
with or to her family, she
was always eager to share
life with those she loved.

years of her life living
on Lake George in Wales,
Mass.

She enjoyed spending
days on her porch waving to neigh-
bors and watching, at times nervously,
her sons and grandchildren speed by
on boats, water skies, and jet-skis. She
was an avid animal lover and was kept
in good company with her well-loved
cats throughout her life.

Sally’s memory is cherished and
survived by her sister Suzanne
Gallagher of St. Johnsbury, VT, two
sons, Jeffery Mueller, and his wife,
Maureen, of Gilbertville, Mass., Joel
Mueller and his wife, Hilary, of Fort
Myers, Fla.; five grandchildren, Ivey
Ann, Mabel Elizabeth, Rayford Joel,
and Emily Gallagher; Erica Stanton,
and great-granddaughter Angelina
Leone. She was predeceased by her
brother, Rayford Gallagher Jr., and
son, Eric Mueller.

Family will receive friends begin-
ning at 4 p.m. prior to a memorial
service held in Sally’s honor from
5 to 6 p.m. on November 21, 2024, at
Sansoucy Funeral Home, 40 Marcy
Street, Southbridge, Mass. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made
in Sally’s memory to the Norcross
Wildlife Foundation, Inc. PO Box 269,
Wales, MA 01081.

assisting his father with
founding the Tantasqua
Regional Youth (TRY)
Soccer where he also
coached, was a member of
the Sturbridge Parks and
Recreation Committee
where he was the creative
#| and organizational force
| that established Concerts
| on the Common, was
co-creator and member of
the Sturbridge Tourism
Association, and mem-
ber of the Betterment
Committee. He was also
a long-standing member of many
national hospitality organizations.

Kevin was passionate about travel
and adventure his entire life having
been all over the USA, the Caribbean,
parts of Europe, and Mexico,
where he also studied International
Relations. He enjoyed many trips to
Washington D.C. and Gettysburg, PA
because of their historical relevance,
but ultimately his favorite destina-
tions involved a nice beach with soft
sand and warm water.

Kevin was a devoted husband,
father, brother and friend.

A Celebration of Life service
will be held on Saturday, November
23, 2024, at 1PM in the Sturbridge
Federated Church, Rt 131 and Maple
ST. Sturbridge.

In lieu of flowers the family rec-
ommends that a donation be made
in Kevin’s name to the Kevin J.
MacConnell Memorial Fund at
Southbridge Credit Union which will
go to assist local youth activities.

Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 51
Marcy St. Southbridge is directing
arrangements.

An online guestbook and a
video tribute are available at www.
BelangerFuneralHome.com

e
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Thanksgiving

continued from page 6

hospitality as best as
flawed people can.
Pastor John af-
firmed we can still be
an ecumenical peo-
ple trying to focus on
a sense of common
ground through our
faith, and to share a
sense of community.
Having grown up in
an ecumenical family,
I’ve seen firsthand how
focusing on what we
have in common has

ATO DY A

always been a bless-
ing, and significantly
better than focusing
on the differences.

In that spirit of
common ground, and
to share a sense of
community, Sunday,
November 24th at 7
PM three churches —
three communities of
believers, three peo-
ple of different faith
traditions Charl-
ton Federated Church,
Saint Joseph’s Cath-
olic Church of Charl-
ton, and Charlton

City United Methodist
Church are celebrat-
ing an ecumenical
Thanksgiving service.

Focusing on what
unites us - and offer-
ing a welcoming spirit
of love and hospital-
ity — all are welcome.
All, repeat all who are
people of faith and
goodwill, or seeking

answers about faith,
or looking for a com-
munity of believers,
all are welcome to the
Ecumenical
giving Service,

Thanks-
7 -8

p.m., hosted at Charl-
ton City UMC, locat-
ed at 74 Stafford St.,
Charlton.

Thanksgiving
2024...what do we need
to make it special
again and how do we
find our spirit of grat-
itude again?

Perhaps the Ecu-
menical Feast, the first
Ecumenical Thanks-
giving can remind
us....

As people of faith it
is our responsibility,
our privilege to give

thanks for our bless-
ings and to be a bless-
ing to others, through
hospitality, kindness,
tolerance; to provide
a sanctuary for those
facing the storms of
life, and help make
lighter the load of
those among us, so
that gratitude and
grace can emerge this
Thanksgiving.
Perhaps it starts
with community. Per-
haps it starts with
faith. Perhaps it starts
with looking at who

we’ve been helped by,
or who we can help.
Perhaps it starts with
“thank you.”

"If the only prayer
you ever said was
“thank you,” that
would be enough.”
— Meister Eckhart

Editor’s note: The
photo that accompa-
nied last week’s column
by Dr. McFee was of a
different  individual.
The Villager deeply re-
grets this unintention-
al error.
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KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Advertise on

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified  RS# 2678

Ph:

TR

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowhlower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford
WORCESTERCOUNTY

The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

ﬂﬁ%@

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
:ERO

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

\ LAWNMOWER.COM J

Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &
CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation

& Chimney Repair, New

& Stair Repair, Concrete

Licensed
& Insured

Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction

-FREE Estimates-

908-867-2877

\ d&;Carpin_ttr)G ) 508'754'9054
AWl /\ Fagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plastering J| PLUMBING Jj Plumbing

Glenn LeBlanc| [JOHN DALY
PLASTERING | | ™™
Plastering small Spec!allzmg
jobs; additions, on repairs or new
b;ﬁ:'fgg;g installs for home
remodels, ' _OWIIEI'S
patches. since 1988
Over 40 Years Fully licensed and
Experience. insured
Quality Lic #MPL 21763
Workmanship Call
Insured 508-304-7816
Email
CALL jdrainman%fll@aol.com
508-612-9573

MIKE LAMBERT'S
PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

»
g_\ \

Commercia/,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@aMAIL.COM

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
call or text

gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Financing Available
A+ Raling BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

PEST CONTROL

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services

Asian Longhorr; e
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured * Free Ouotes

REASONABLE BRATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

this page for
one low price!
Get 7 papers.

Call
774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader

o Sturbridge Villager

o Charlton Villager

o Southbridge News

» Webster Times

» Auburn News

o Blackstone Valley Tribune

For Advertising
Information,Call

774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

_ROOFING )| Roofing

David Barhale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

D4 sccreomeo
BBB

news
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LEGALS

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING
TAX CLASSIFICATION
A public hearing will be held by the
Town Council on Monday, December
9, 2024, at 6:30 p.m., in Council
Chambers, Town Hall.
This public hearing will be held pursu-
ant to Chapter 40, Section 56 on the
adoption of a residential factor for tax
purposes and the adoption of percent-
ages of the local tax levy to be borne
by each class of real and personal
property.
Any person wishing to speak will be
given the opportunity to be heard.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
John D. Jovan Jr.
Town Manager
November 21, 2024
November 28, 2024

Notification is hereby given that an
application has been filed by G & L
Group, LLC d/b/a Trail Dusters for New
On-Premises Liquor License — Restau-
rant —All Alcoholic Beverages at the
premises currently located at 139 Main
Street, Unit 2, Sturbridge, MA 01566
with the Sturbridge Select Board. In
accordance with MGL Ch. 138, a pub-
lic hearing will be held on Monday,
December 2, 2024 at 6:35 p.m. This
hearing will be held at Veteran’s Me-
morial Hall, Sturbridge Town Hall, 308
Main Street, 2nd Floor, Sturbridge, MA
01566.

November 21,2024

Town of Sturbridge
Public Hearing Notice

In accordance with MGL Chapter 132,
Section 40-46, the Select Board of the
Town of Sturbridge will hold a public
hearing on the petition of Craig Mas-
terman — Yankee Woodlands for a for-
est cutting plan for 25 acres of land on
7 Ladd Road, Sturbridge MA, 01566
owned by Andrew and Laura McHugh.
The hearing will be held on Monday,
December 2, 2024 at 6:40 p.m. at Stur-
bridge Town Hall, Veterans Memorial
Hall, 2nd Floor, 308 Main Street, Stur-
bridge, MA.

November 21,2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO11P1123EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Randy G LeBlanc
Also known as: Randy LeBlanc
Date of Death: 04/06/2010
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Personal
Representative
has been filed by
Pamela L LeBlanc of Charlton MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Pamela L LeBlanc of Charlton MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Personal Surety on the bond in un-
supervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
12/10/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 07, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 21, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
Docket No. 24 SM 003865
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Eric P. Azevedo
Meghan Dugan
and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Stur-
bridge, numbered 54 Breakneck Road,
given by Eric P. Azevedo and Meghan
Dugan to “MERS”, Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., a sepa-
rate corporation acting solely as nomi-
nee for “Lender”, Residential Mortgage
Services, Inc. and its successors and
assigns, dated August 29, 2019, and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 60966, Page 35, and now held
by Plaintiff by assignment, has/have
filed with this court a complaint for de-
termination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. If you object
to a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA
02108 on or before 12/16/2024 or you
may lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief
Justice of this Court on 10/31/2024
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
November 21, 2024

SOUTHBRIDGE SENIOR
CENTER
KITCHEN HOOD
RENOVATIONS
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
RENOVATION
KBA #24011.00
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Southbridge,
Massachusetts, hereinafter referred to
as the “Awarding Authority”, acting
by and through its Town Manager
invites sealed bids for Southbridge
Sr. Center Kitchen Exhaust at 153
Chestnut St, Southbridge, MA 01550
in accordance with the Bidding and
Contract Documents prepared by
KAESTLE BOOS ASSOCIATES
INC., 16 Chestnut Street, Suite 301,
Foxborough, MA 02035 (Telephone:
508-549-9906; Fax: 508-549-9907),
hereinafter referred to as the Architect,
will be received by the Southbridge, 41
Elm Street, Southbridge MA 01550, at
the dates and times specified below at
which time the proposals will be public-
ly opened and read:

General Contractor Bids: Thursday,
December 5, 2024 at 1:00pm.
Address Bids to: Town of
Southbridge, Town Manager’s

OfficeATTN: John D. Jovan Jr., Town
Manager41 Elm Street, Southbridge
MA 01550

Bid Security: Each Bid must
be accompanied by a bid security
consisting of a BID BOND, CASH,
CERTIFIED CHECK, TREASURER’S
or CASHIER’'S CHECK issued by a
responsible bank or trust company,
payable to the Southbridge in the
amount of (5%) of the bid price.
Pre-Bid Conference: A pre-bid con-
ference will be held on Tuesday,
November 21, 2024, at the Southbridge
Sr. CenterAll attending will assemble in
the Main Entrance Lobby.

Each Bidder may obtain complete sets
of the Electronic Bidding Documents,
including Bid Forms, -1:00PM, local
time, on Wednesday, November
13, 2024, from The Southbridge
Town Managers Office, 41 EIm Street
Southbridge MA AND , 508-764-5405
OR at the towns website www.ci.south-
bridge.ma.us Addenda will be issued
to all Bidders registered with The Town
Managers Office. Addenda will be
emailed.

Documents may be examined at each
of the following locations:

Office of the ArchitectKAESTLE BOOS
ASSOCIATES INC.16 Chestnut Street,
Suite 301, Foxborough, MA 02035
Aperformance bond in an amount equal
to 50 percent of the total amount of the
bid with a surety company qualified to
do business in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts will be required for the
faithful performance of the contract as
well as a labor and materials payment
bond in an amount equal to 100 per-
cent of the total bid amount.

All bids for this project are subject
to applicable public bidding laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
including M.G.L. c.149, §44A through
44H, as amended.

Attention is directed to the minimum
wage rates to be paid as determined
by the Commissioner of Labor and
Workforce Development, Division
of Occupational Safety, under the
provisions of Commonwealth of
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter
149, Section 26 and 27D inclusive.
The estimated cost of this Project is
$50,000.

Selection of the contractor will be
based upon bidder qualifications,
including evidence of past performance
in similar projects, and bid price. The
contract will be awarded to the bidder
deemed by the Awarding Authority to
be the lowest responsible and eligible
bidder. Each bid shall include a com-
plete list of projects completed over the
past 5 years with a brief description,
contract value and project reference
contact information.

Southbridge is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity owner.

The bidder agrees that its bid shall be
good and may not be withdrawn for a
period of 30 days, Saturdays, Sundays
and legal holidays excluded, after the
opening of the bids.

The Awarding Authority reserves the
right to waive any informalities, to
accept or reject, in whole or in part
any or all bids, or take whatever other
action may be deemed to be in the best
interest of the Town of Southbridge.
November 21, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W024C0371CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Roy Earl Hankins
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Roy Earl Hankins of Southbridge
MA requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:
Patricia Earlene Hankins
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 12/10/24 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must file a
written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date:November 01, 2024
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 21, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
December 10,2024 at 2:30pm Cen-
ter Office Building Meeting Room, 301

Main Street, Sturbridge, MA

In accordance with provisions of
M.G.L. Ch. 40. the Board of Health will
hold a Public Hearing on December
10,2024 at 2:30pm on the application
of The Town of Sturbridge. The ap-
plicant is requesting a Variance of the
Local Grease Trap Regulations for the
property located at 480 Main Street,
Fiskdale, MA 01518.

The Plan may be reviewed by contact-
ing the Sturbridge Health Department
at (508) 347-2504 or P & P General
Contractors at (508) 765-8700.

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of Charl-
ton Stormwater Management Rules
& Regulations, the Charlton Conser-
vation Commission will be accepting
comments on the following application:
The applicant, Curtis Hill Estates, Inc.,
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Permit on
November 13, 2024, for the proposed
construction of a 72-lot single family
flexible development.
The project site is located at 28 Cur-
tis Hill Road and New Spencer Road,
Charlton, MA 01507, and is also known
as: Parcel ID 2-B-4.
Copies of the Land Disturbance Ap-
plication are available at the Charl-
ton Conservation Commission office
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
November 21, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 173 Pleasant Street, South-

bridge, MA 01550

By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Ronald J Benvenuti Jr
and Ronald J Benvenuti to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC, and now

held by Guild Mortgage Company LLC,
said mortgage dated October 7, 2022
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds in
Book 68328, Page 320, said mortgage
was assigned from Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Guild Mortgage Company LLC to
Guild Mortgage Company LLC by as-
signment dated February 8, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds in
Book 70191, Page 304; for breach of
the conditions in said mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing the same will
be sold at Public Auction on December
19, 2024 at 02:00 PM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, to wit:
Closing Date: October 7, 2022
Borrower(s): Ronald J. Benvenuti and
Ronald J. Benvenuti, Jr.

Property Address: 173 Pleasant Street,
Southbridge, MA 01550

The land, together with the buildings
thereon, in Southbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, property now
known as Parcel B-1 of 173 Pleasant
Street, Southbridge, MA, and is more
formerly described as follows:
Beginning at a point at the northeast
corner of tract herein described on the
westerly sideline of Pleasant Street at
the southeast corner of Parcel B-2;
Thence S. 37° 37'40"W ., along the
westerly sideline of said Pleasant
Street, a distance of one hundred twen-
ty and sixty-one hundredths (120.61)
feet to a point;

Thence N. 61° 29°20” W ., along land
of Marc A. and Janet M. Cournoyer, a
distance of one hundred thirty-three
and sixty-one hundredths (133.61) feet
to a point;

Thence N. 27° 15°00” E. along land
of Felix Burda, now or formerly, a dis-
tance of sixty-eight and eighty-one hun-
dredths (68.81) feet to a point;

Thence N. 57° 57°00” W. along said
Burda land, a distance of four and ten
hundredths ( 4.10) feet to a point;
Thence N. 24° 40°00” E. along land of
Leo Desmarair, now or formerly, a dis-
tance of seventy- seven and forty-four
hundredths (77.44) feet to a point;
Thence S. 52° 02'00” E along said Par-
cel B-2, a distance of one hundred six-
ty-five and eighty- hundredths (165.80)
feet to the point of beginning.

The above tract contains an area of
19,670 square feet.

For title, see deed recorded herewith.
The description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall control in
the event of a typographical error in this
publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed dated
October 6, 2022 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 68328, Page
317.

TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) Dollars
of the purchase price must be paid in
cash, certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and place
of the sale by the purchaser. The bal-
ance of the purchase price shall be paid
in cash, certified check, bank treasur-
er’s or cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced at the
sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company
LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701

November 21, 2024.

November 28, 2024.

December 5, 2024

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news
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One of the teams works on their board.

SOUTHBRIDGE

“It's really fun and

Gus Steeves

A closeup of one of the boards of round 4.

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves Yolanda Alvarado, standing at left, calculates a team’s score

Word play for a cause

long-time regulars of the

words collectively. They

that round by a large

at the end of a round.

by-the-rules  Scrabble.)

The game Scrabble is
practically tailored for
an organization aimed
at literacy.

Last week, it did more
than that, as a couple
dozen people played it at
the Wellsworth Hotel as
a fundraiser for Litera-
cy Volunteers of South

definitely fitting for this
organization,” Litera-
cy Volunteers Director
Emily Farrell said, who
also noted “the turnout
was way more than we

expected.”
she noted Literacy
Volunteers expected

four teams and got sev-

group (tutors and staff),
others had no prior asso-
ciation with it, she said.
The game wasn't tra-
ditional Scrabble, where
people play against each
other with seven tiles,
making words on their
own. Instead, everyone
atthe table used all of the

had four rounds: Touch
a Corner, Mass Towns,
Authors, and High-point
Word. Although they
had a starter word in the
center, many teams built
their high-point word
first, then found ways to
link it to the center.

The winning team,

margin with “quintes-
sentials,” which used
every square along one
edge. If you play Scrab-
ble, you know that fea-
tures three triple word
and two double letter
score squares, mean-
ing the whole word
scored nine times. (That

In total, they won the
tournament with 2,014
points.

Farrell said the idea
came from the organiza-
tion's fundraising com-
mittee, who spoke to two
other Literacy Volunteer
groups for ideas on how
to run it.

Central Mass.

en. Some of them were

letters to come up with

The Buccaneers, took

wouldn't be possible in

November birthday celebrants and acts of kindness at Bay Path

CHARLTON —Donita Bytyqi of
Grafton and Flory Muleka of Worcester,
both members of the Practical Nursing
(PN) Class of 2025 at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy celebrated their No-
vember birthdays through the acts of
kindness of the rest of the PN Class of
2025 as coordinated by Nadeige Octavi-
us, also of Worcester.

Octavius recognized that some practi-
cal nursing students struggle to find the
balance not just of work-life but in their
nursing journey, work-life-school bal-
ance. The struggle to check in mentally,
physically, and emotionally be fully bal-
anced while juggling home, work, and
school is real. By celebrating birthdays
and engaging in acts of celebration, the
idea is to lessen the struggle. Octavius
gladly stepped up to help celebrate her
peers. Her acts of kindness do not go un-
noticed. According to research, “spread-
ing kindness not only helps others feel
better about themselves -- it can also
boost the giver's health and happiness!

November 13this World Kindness
Day and the PN Class of 2025 shared
simple ways they connected through
kindness, even the smallest acts can
create a ripple effect strengthening our
connections to one another. Practicing
kindness gives the PN Class of 2025, fac-
ulty, staff, and alumni of Bay Path Prac-
tical Nursing Academy a powerful way
to connect to each other, themselves, and
their values.

“Wherever there is a human being,
there is an opportunity for a kindness,”

Holidays

continued from page 6

ine achieving your goals.
What does it look like? How
will it feel?

4. Share your passion:
Talk about your dreams
with family and friends
who support you. Their
encouragement can spark
new ideas or give you a
much-needed boost.
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5. Set a small goal before
the New Year: Don’t wait
for January 1 to start fresh.
Take one small, actionable
step toward your goal now.

The holidays are the
perfect reminder that life
combines work and play,
effort and joy,

and doing. As you prepare
your Thanksgiving plans—
whether it’s organizing a

Town-to-Town

wrote Seneca.

Kindness is powerful, and it shapes
lives in ways that one may not easily
realize. Kindness is sharing in someone
else’s humanity. Kindness is choosing to
act with care, even when it is difficult
to. Sometimes, choosing kindness is a
small, quiet choice. But kindness leaves
an indelible mark.

Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy Director is
grateful for the members of the PN Class
of 2025 for sharing their kind gestures.

"Our student nurses continue to
make the world a better place," she
said. “Our faculty and staff not only
produce competent and prudent nurses
they are kind-hearted nurses. All acts
of kindness, big and small, change the
world, and kindness given to others is
also a gift to oneself.”

Here, members of the PN Class of
2025 share their acts of kindness. Kind-
ness that they do every single day, even
in the smallest ways.

“An act of kindness1 did over the
weekend, at work I was on a two on one,
and I tidied up both patients’ room, so
they had a clean room to wake up to!”
said Katelyn Smith

“Sharing an act of kindness from
Donita. Last week she bought our clin-
ical group dinner on Wednesday (pizza
and soda) when she did not have to! It
was exceedingly kind of her and very
much appreciated,” Johanna Marrero
shared.

“I would like to call out not just one

dreaming

menu, tidying up the house,
or coordinating with loved
ones—take a moment to
prepare for your goals.

Just like a well-thought-
out meal comes together
with care and attention,
your dreams need thought-
ful planning and action to
thrive. Let the spirit of the
season inspire you to dream
bigger and work harder.

Gratitude and ambition

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
174-200-7308

act of kindness done to me, but multiple
acts of kindness this person has done.
Nadeige has the greatest heart and al-
ways makes sure I am good. When we
first started school, she would always
cook for her four children and always
made sure to bring some for me and Brit-
ney, even though she did not know Brit-
ney, she just knew she was my friend.
Last week, my washer machine broke,
so I had my laundry bucket in my car.
Nadeige saw it when we were at school,
so she took it without telling me and
washed my clothes and called me the
next day to go to her house and pick it
up. This time last year was when we met
at work. Just a few days before my birth-
day. She found out through other co-
workers that it was my birthday, so she
threw a surprise birthday party for me
with a cake and a big basket filled with
a bunch of gifts. She will do anything
to see people happy. Nadeige goes out of
her way to help everyone she can. Just
in 2 months in this school, more than
half of the class can say she has done
something to help them out with what-
ever it may be. I am more than blessed
to have such a kind soul in my life, and
I hope one day I will be able to do any-
thing and everything in return for her,”
said Donita Bytyqi.

“Last year, during the month of De-
cember, I met a young woman with three
small children in my local grocery store.
As I shopped, I watched as this young
woman Kkept counting how much she
was spending and explaining to her chil-

go hand in hand. Some
might argue that being
happy with what you have
might stifle your drive to
achieve more. But think of
an athlete who cherishes ev-
ery victory while relentless-
ly training for the next one.

Here’s to chasing your
dreams as fiercely as you
chase seconds on pumpkin
pie!

Place your ad'tods

=eo
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II’,, FOSTER
j PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.
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Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

locodly owned businesces here to cerve you

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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Burden yourself no more
with higher rents!

Come see this cozy
mobile home for $76,000
in Thompson,

CT. Lot fee applies.
Age 40+ in this park.
Call 860-315-7395

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

dren this week we cannot buy some of
the items her children had brought to the
cart. Being in this same situation many
years ago, I stayed behind her picking
up the items that this young woman kept
putting back on the shelves because she
could not afford them, along with some
essentials that I thought could help. I
quickly used the self-checkout and wait-
ed for the family to go to their car. As she
was loading the small number of grocer-
ies she could afford into a car, I walked
over with my cart and said, ‘Let me help
you.” When I began giving her bags from
my cart, she explained that those were
not hers, I said ‘Yes they are, I've been in
your shoes, and I want to help,’” said Bob-
biejo Smith.

“I would like to share how Abigail
white and Nadeige supported me when
my car was repossessed. What they did
really brought me to tears because we all
are students and struggling financially
but they choose to sacrifice to help me
out. I am grateful and pray God bless
them. Adelaide also picked me up, ad-
vised, and prayed for me. In the morning,
she called to make sure I was okay,” re-
called Miriam Botuo.

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W011P2173GD
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Resignation or Petition
for Removal of Guardianship of a
Minor
In the interests of
Isabella V Lamica of Southbridge,
MA , MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on
a Petition to Resign as Guardian of a
Minor or Petition for Removal of Guard-
ian of a Minor by Wendy S. McFar-
land on October 31, 2024 will be held
12/06/2024 08:30 AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing
Located Worcester Probate and Fam-
ily Court, 225 Main Street, Worcester,
MA 01608
Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to the
Petition or by appearing in person at the
hearing. If you choose to file a written
response, you need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties
at least five (5) business days before
the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Presence of the Minor at Hearing:
A minor over age 14 has the right to be
present at any hearing, unless the Court
finds that it is not in the minor’s best in-
terests.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect
your rights has been scheduled. If you
do not understand this notice or other
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: November 5, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
November 21, 2024
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Stur-

CHILDREN’S  PRO-
GRAMS
WINTER STORY-

TIMES - Tuesdays and
Fridays at 10:45am. Join
us for stories, songs,
rhymes and a craft. All
children must be accom-
panied by an adult care-
giver. No registration re-
quired. There will be no
story times on December
20, 24, 27 and 31.

STORY TIME WITH
SANTA - Saturday, De-
cember 7 at 11:00am.

JostHuA HyDE PuBLIC LIBRARY

Come and listen as Santa
Claus reads his story "If
Mice Pulled the Sleigh".
Stay for a quick craft
with Mrs. Claus and a
photo opportunity with
Santa. Copies of his
book "If Mice Pulled the
Sleigh" will be available
for purchase. For chil-
dren of all ages with an
adult caregiver. Space is
limited and registration
is required.

LEGO CLUB - Thurs-
day, December 19 at
6:00pm. Love Legos?
Come build with us. For
ages 6 to 12 with an adult
caregiver. Registration is
required.

COMEDY MAGIC

SHOW with Ed Pop-
ielarczyk - Friday, De-
cember 27 at 11:00am.
Magician, Balloon
Twister, and Flea Cir-
cus. For children ages 3+
with an adult caregiver.
Registration is required.

MOOMAW 4 KIDS -
STORYSONGS - Monday,
December 30 at 11:00am.
For children of all ages
with an adult caregiver.
Registration is required.

TEEN & ADULT PRO-
GRAMS

VIRTUAL - MORE
HOLIDAY ROMANCE
BOOK  RECOMMEN-
DATIONS WITH BOOK-
LIST REVIEWER JOHN

Charlton Public Library
issues call for artists

CHARLES - Monday, De-
cember 2 at 7:00pm.

IN-PERSON - AFTER-
NOON BOOK GROUP
- Tuesday, December 10
at 1:00pm. This month’s
book is “Wait Till Next
Year” by Doris Kearns
Goodwin.

IN-PERSON
PLANTS OF THE
QUR’AN WITH CHRIS-
TEL WHALEN, PH.D.
- Thursday, December
12 at 6:30pm. Approx-
imately 22 plants are
specifically named in
the Qur’an with most of
them having either a cu-
linary or medicinal val-
ue. In this program we
will examine a handful

of key plants, from gar-
lic to pomegranate. Reg-
istration is required.

VIRTUAL: Q&A
WITH AUTHOR KRIS-
TIE FREDERICK
DAUGHERTY: "INVIS-
IBLE STRINGS: 113
POETS RESPOND TO
THE SONGS OF TAY-
LOR SWIFT.” Thursday,
December 12 at 7:00pm.
Swifties will experience
the profundity and nu-
ance of Swift’s lyrics
through this anthology
of brand-new poems in-
spired by Taylor Swift
songs! For poetry lovers,
this one-of-a-kind anthol-
ogy is an unparalleled
collection of new work
from today’s most lauded

and revered poets.

IN-PERSON - WORLD
BUILDING BOOK
GROUP - Tuesday, De-
cember 17 at 6:30pm.
This month’s book is
“The Ocean at the End
of the Lane” by Neil
Gaiman.

IN-PERSON - ARM-
CHAIR TRAVELERS
BOOK GROUP - Wednes-
day, December 18 at
6:30pm. This month’s
book is “Fresh Water for
Flowers” by Valerie Per-
rin.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Joshua
Hyde Public Library at
508-347-2512.

Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy Director attends Equity
Leadership Conference

CHARLTON — Charlton Public Library is seeking artwork of local artists
for the 2025 monthly exhibits in our front lobby. We can exhibit up to eight piec-
es. The exhibit space is approximately six feet by six feet. Works must have a
wire across the back to accommodate our hanging hardware.

If you wish to be considered for the 2025 exhibit season, please call the Li-
brary at 508-248-0452 or email perryb@cwmars.org.

Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St. in Charlton.

Courtesy

Center with black top hat is Brother Jonathan Neitz with the many Master Masons from the
24th Masonic District and the state to honor this “Worthy” brother’s last official visit.

Masons honor service of District
Deputy Grand Master

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

UXBRIDGE — On Thursday, Nov. 14, the District Deputy Grand Master
(DDGM) of the 24th Masonic District, Brother Jonathan Neitz, had his last offi-
cial meeting at the Solomon Temple Masonic Lodge in Uxbridge Ma. Master Ma-
son from throughout the 24th Masonic District and the state traveled to Uxbridge
to thank him for his service. Many delegates traveled from the Grand Masonic
Lodge of Boston were also in attendance to honor and thank this “Worthy of a
Man.”

The DDGM held this position for two years. A new DDGM is then elected from
the Grand Masonic Lodge located in Boston. Brother Jonathan Neitz was respon-
sible for seven lodges in his 24th Masonic District which included the towns of
Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Oxford, Southbridge, Webster, and Uxbridge Mason-
ic Lodges. There are hundreds of Brethren that he gets to meet and know very
well. In the past two years, he has traveled many miles to other Masonic Lodges
throughout the state of Massachusetts to meet other Master Masons in other
Districts. Usually at these last official visits of his term, the Lodge holding this
meeting is filled with Master Masons from other lodges from other districts who
want to show their respect and gratitude for his service.

Simply put, Master Masons witnessed the rise of a “Worthy of A Man.” As
Master Masons we had the opportunity to witness and experience first-hand the
results of “cause and effect” or simply put the ripple theory. As we go about our
day-to-day life, we sometimes forget the small and large gestures we experience
with others. The very simplest of things could mean the world to someone, espe-
cially during this time of year. As Master Masons we always strive to make that
“ripple” extend far beyond our pond. The light of Masonry shined bright in him
as he traveled to other Masonic Lodges throughout the state, with the simplest
of a handshake, well wishes, determination and participation in all the lodges
endeavors.

This is what Freemasonry is all about. The comradery and friendships you
build as a Master Mason will last the rest of your life. If you would like addition-
al information about what we are all about go to www.massfreemasonry.org and
read about Freemasonry. You can also find a Masonic Lodge located near you.

Contact Mikaela Today
TTE200-7308
mikaela@

We d(). sonebridgepress.news

Go Space?

MARLBORO — The 2024 Fall Part-
ners in Equity Leadership Conference
was held at the Courtyard by Marriott
Boston Marlborough. In attendance
as guest, was Filipino American and
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
Director Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA,
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN of Athol, formerly
of Dudley and Douglas.

The keynote presentation by Dr.
Darnisa Amante-Jackson was on deep-
ening cultures of relevance and Strong
Tier 1 instruction. Dr. Darnisa Aman-
te-Jackson led a dynamic session to
support leaders in gaining skills in un-
derstanding key roadmaps, best prac-
tices, and strategies to deepen Strong
Tier 1 instruction through academic
and behavioral strategies. Conference
participants had a chance to learn
roadmaps around enacting belonging,
tools for leaders and teachers in mon-
itoring increased relevance, and en-
gage in break-out sessions to process
learning.

Dr. Bolandrina’s attendance was

made memorable by the participation
of her children Lilly and Max Bolan-
drina who performed with the Isk-
welahang Pilipino (www.ipbahay.org)
Dance Performance Group. The Bo-
landrina children are graduates of the
Philippine cultural school in Boston.
It was through the invitation of Alpha
Sanford, MEd, CAGS, Director of Spe-
cial Education and Student Services,
Randolph Public Schools that Iskwela-
hang Pilipino came to share tradition-
al dances from the Philippines. The
Iskwelahang Pilipino Dance Perfor-
mance Group performed four tradi-
tional dances, Sakuting, Pandango sa
Wasiwas, Binasuan, and Tinikling, all
from Luzon, the largest island in the
Philippines.

Photo shows Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy Director Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN
and fellow Filipino American Irene
Cala of DESE during a break at the
conference.

The National Domestic Violence

HOTLINE

1.800.799.SAFE (7233) +1.800.787.3224 (TTY)

WWW.THEHOTLINE.ORG
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hope2own.com ON, HOPKINGTON 5 SOUTH BARN RD. \( j<
] 274 i ‘
D 508.943.4333 I - SORRY, SOLD!!! &
* = Licf,sed {n NIA,a ‘Te Fﬁ . Located in a serene 5 home subdivision! Handsome 4958 sf
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want ' i Colonial. 11 room, open concept floor plan! 4 - 5 bedrooms,
Your Listings! " B

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 ~| 4-1/2 baths, 3 cr garage. Gunite heated pool!
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! assisted sale $1,560,000.

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pellctier

WEBSTER - 22 COOPER RD (7 STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOODDR " - gl)'(#lg'? -
FEATURED NEW GUNSRUGTIN _ f( ) WATERFRONT LAND! Locani ogou! Logemon
‘" reagyt/SCOmmerciallﬂg?fic'e ‘&/or OF\{Ig{ellﬂ

Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level
Free Standing Building is located on a
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade
o Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!

~ Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE -
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units!
***Call Today!** $1,150,000

WEBSTER -
10 NEW STREET

S@ e 1st Time Offered! An Opportunity
¥ “To Have & To Hold” Quality Built,
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
| cious Rooms! Hardwood floors!

Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!
$499,900

: : o R 1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres
Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lake-  suggests the potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ roadfront
side Beach/Boat Ramp . Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage! $599,000 full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Fearuned Waterfrons Listing! =3 WEBSTER LAKE ””\

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL- WATEHFHOHT

| LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 92 Bmc" ISI-A"n

2| UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary WEBSTER  LAKE ~ WATERFRONT
{ BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location : Le‘{e' 'a'édscal\lf;l‘? dglO”F‘, “%“Sff 10t

s provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & : W:ng\?eev?e?&s'l 6 ?00?25 03 %r: dex1

full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever 4P ) T

D e . Bath. Walk out Lower Level! Fire up
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4

' X a the grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !
| Spectacular Seasons! It's more than a home - it’s a Life Style! $1,250,000 $669,900!

BLACKSTONE, PUT YOUR TRUST IN US lj’
/\ MA TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE (il /K
MORTGAGEE’S Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 3
X SALE OF Diane Luong 774-239-2937
= [R,;s Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y "
Realty Management, LLc REAL ESTATE ' Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Property Management Property Maintenance 92 MILK Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Residential Construction STREET, ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Commercial Remodeling BLACKSTONE , CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
Condominium Maintenance MA UXBRIDGE-2 CARHEATED | CHARLTON NEW CONSTRUCTION
Rental/Leasing Handyman Services GARAGE & WORKSHOP “Fantastic
, , APPROX. 3.85 ; i
Established in 1985 ACRE LOT . éotcegllpﬁ q
with almost 40 years of experience. TN
ST WITHBUILDING G Subdividion
Fully licensed and insured. L ¢ * 3 Bedrooms g Greatareafo
971 Providence Rd FRIDAY., DEC. 6, * 1700+ sq. ft % and commute
Whitinsville, MA 01588 2024, AT 11AM | *Hardwood Sudee *Completely
508-234-3414 ] Floors "'E‘" '1 g ﬁ Bﬁnlshed Lower
- e evel wi u ar
www.RRRMGT.com CL?)SS‘?ISOG ?,5 z(?gg'{s' b3 53 LM *6 Acres w/ low Mintenance Yard
FURTHER TERMS 27 Snowlmg Road $390 000 12 Elliot Drive $695,000
St b ° d ANNOUNCED AT SALE SZYMCAK - DIANE- SOLD LET’S TALK
- ww.stoneonrige | ... ASSISTED SALE _ CHARLTON HOMES FOR HEROES
P bkhco.com - . 3 Be r‘;“:‘ 34};30;5’; Bejfzoms BUYING OR SELLING
L 617) 500-5586 *Garage * cre * q. ft. *1.4 Acres . YOUR SERVICE
ress.com MA Lic. #284 » T, . . . DESERVES THIS
' REWARD!
CALLDIANE
www.Stonebridge et
ORJO-ANN
Press.com 7749437669

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

O R g5 TATE REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT rezmax RE/MAX

A custom built Ranch 1500 sq. ft.
with Central Air, Central Vacm Hard-
woods Floors, 2 Baths, 10 year old

We need properties to sell - any type! -
C d All PROFESSIONAL furnace and private 1/2 acre lot and new
onra en ASSOCIATES septic system.
plic sy
508.400.0438 - 49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA Easy highway access to Rte. 395, 290,

callenl995@ao| com MA Pike, 146, 20 and 12

29 Charlton Rd $535,000

Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
F/ MAx Realtor Realtor |© Jo-Ann Szymczak
R E / M A x License #9529769  License #904677 CRS, GRL, SRES ca" lo Allll 774 2 30 5044
(774) 452-3578 (508) 6410150 508-943-7669 # ReMax Vision m"’“"
RE/MAX Professional Associates Licensed in MA and CT 774-230-5044 . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 L
icensed in A an CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

: Sandi Grzyb
. ERA Koy Realty 4 I look forward to
"Put 39 years of combined 1 WO RC E STE R servmg vos in all of
real estate experience your real estate

Donna Flannery Realtor* to work for you!" Kaﬂee«Flan;\;rv Sauvageau ventures!

S0B-612-6771 Realtor” .
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com B s @) 508-612-9843 . Buylng

When For Advertising

Experience

and Information

% Commitment

Donnaflannery@erakey.net KayleenOO@aol.com ° Se"ing
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991 o Investingﬂ Matter cal I 774-200-7308
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER I:Q-; . .
TR . p. Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR . .
TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS 774.230.3500/508.943.6960 - ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame emall. mlkaela@
—_— (]

sandigrzyb@aol.com — T~ 508.612.1382
[ %
(e e II"“";\‘. MESRealty.com

O ebarn WA 01301 O vaewnseniveom | StONDFidgepress.news

SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
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MORSE TREE FARM

AT THE LUMBER YARD
OPENING DAY Nov 29th!

Cut your own or choose
from our large selection of
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, |

Blue Spruce,
Black Hills Spruce,
Balsam Fir,
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir
and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12°

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge « 508-764.3231 « www.morse-lumber.com
7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm

has been a local tradition bringing happiness
and joy to families for over 60 years!

. //{’(’1//4/”}?(
Zfr e(/(/ G%;

STURBRIDLE MA

Completé Thanksgiving meals available

Check our website or stop in store
for more details.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566 * 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week * 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Monson Arts Council
presents its 45" Annual

HOLIDAY

SATURDAY, NOUEMBER 30TH
9 AM - 4:00 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM

€

70 EXHIBITORS IN
FOUR BUILDINGS IN EASY
WALKING DISTANCE

200 MAIN STREET

(ROUTE 32), MONSON, MA
MA PIKE EXIT 63, 32 SOUTH

-FREE ADMISSION-

FOR MORE INFO CALL
413-896-8666

2 Lane 21 Brookfield MA
South Pond $824.900

] = Live your LAKESIDE DREAM at this unique, meticu-
lously maintained TURN-KEY home w/150ft of sandy
& beach front on SOUTH POND, a 70ft deep fully recrea-
M tional lake. You will be greeted by a beautiful 4 season
sunroom w/built in screens & custom made panels for
& winter. 1st fl has 8 1/2” European White Oak Floors, an
eat-in kitchen with stunning views of the lake, sliders
to the rebuilt deck, living room w/vaulted ceiling and
fireplace. Dining room & full bath. 2nd floor you have
master bedroom W/beamed celllng skyllght spacious
closets & view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The pse e :

finished walk-out lower level has brand new flooring, family §
room or 2nd living room, third bedroom, half bath & laundry. g5
There are doors leading out to a private patio area. Off the patio &
you will find brand new stairs leading down to your private 150’
beach area with 50" aluminum dock & ramps & 1998 Mastercraft |
boat INCLUDED. This home has gone through a modernized res- |
toration in the past 5 years

ad Broker/Owner « LISA CARON
) caronlisarick@aol.com e lisacaron.com
LISAT CARON 42 West Main Street Brookfield, MA 01506
L dseaesrae  ABR, GRI,SRES, MR, CDPE, PSA, SRS,

508-341-8299 RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES

BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry o ’@ 3%

St. Mary’s Church { APPLES
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506 o, () |
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM: Cua®

Saturday 9AM-11AM T h
CHARLTON e

Chip - In Food Pantry H t
McKinstry Building a rves
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507 Is I n !

Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon
Visit The Farm For:

LEICESTER ,
Leicester Food Pantry e Just Baked Pies

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish e Cider Donuts ® Cheese
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524 -

Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

296 No. Main St, North Brookfield, MA :
01535 Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA ¢ 413-436-7122

Distribution:First Thursday 5 PM-6:30 . BT LR, = T

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4, DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP  \SIC

11-22  KvuEe Harnis THEI}’RESRJAY

11-27  Missy’s Music Mix 7 T° 9
11-29  Easy Season
Book Your % ’?_,; TS )

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK o
11-CLosE ™ CHRISTMAS PARTIES SOON

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 MAIN STREET T / e sHEWS S Chock
EAST BROOKFIELD ' : out the
774-449-8333 new I-'all/

308LAKESIDE.COM Winter
menu

Find us on
Facebook

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow si
PM:Third Thursday 12 PM-1:15 PM L R

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint John Paul II Food Pantry

Saint Vincent de Paul

279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA 01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, Wednes-
day 9 AM -11 AM

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR...

$1000

IN REBATES!*

Purchase a qualifying Kitchen Package/
Laundry Bundle and

o Quenate sy ot |IMATTR ES S SALE! [ [0t i oo )

stribation: Thured: 2 . WASHER | | REFRIGERATOR|| REFRIGERATOR

Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon TWIN ;2 $199 szsssn %ssﬂg sqssm
(REGULARLY $299)

WEST BROOKFIELD (EE!;‘{!LIEHIG;{%:ZGQ % WAS $599 99 WAS $699.99 WAS $499.99 -

Sharing Cupboard Food Pant 7 CU.FT. WHIRLFOOL 20 CUBIC FOOT

Firz?gin urlz: :;(r)naloCOhuriIlll v F U I' L . $299 CHEST wp[‘}gﬁlgj ;):g(%R “g‘é«\gﬂﬂﬁ FRENCH DOOR FS'EEL?&'.EEE UPRIGHT

36 North %\/Iﬁn Street (HESK S5 St FREEZER DRYER WASHER BOTTOM FREEZER || REFRIGERATOR FREEZER

W.Bookfield, MA 01585 ALL TV’S $199% || $399% || $549* || $1599% || $1099% | $799°°

Distributiont Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM ' WAS $299.99 WAS 3538.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $2,699 WAS £1,590.99 WAS $999.95

- Thursday 7. PM- 8 PMY . o N SALE - DELUXE AMANA GE FRONT LOAD 15 CU. FT. GE SMOOTH OVER THE
50” HDTV . WHIRLPOOL GAS RANGE WASHER CHEST TOP ELECTRIC RANGE
(Regularly 354999] .... WASHER HAGR1513C3AS *Suainkess Stesl | | #GFWSSOSSNWW FREEZER £IOVE MICROWAVE
55'S : 9g% || $699% | $499% |S59999 || $199%
{Regum?;;ng?;‘g%] """" WAS 699 95 WAS 5639.99 WAS $990 99 WAS $699.99 WAS $693.99 WAS §279.99

75” Samsung....

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

99.
(Regularly $799.99) 140 MAIN STREET
85” Samsung ..... $1199.99 SPENCER, MA
(Regularly $1499.99 508.885.9343
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

i - - i -
6 Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm * Sat: 10am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12pm-7pm FOR 100'S OF DEALS!

www.StonebridgePress.com
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