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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER —  School 
officials recently teamed 
up with the police depart-
ment and the Worcester 
County District 
Attorney’s Office to 
educate students on the 
importance of  responsi-
ble online behavior.

Held earlier this month, 
the program was offered 
to all middle school and 
high school students 
within the school district. 
The goal for law enforce-
ment officials, who have 
seen a rise in cyberbul-

lying and other incidents 
across the area in recent 
years, is to achieve pre-
vention through educa-
tion.

“As always, we are 
happy to partner with 
DA Early’s Office to give 
our kids the tools to suc-
ceed,” said Leicester 
Police Chief  Kenneth 
Antanavica. “Education 
is the key to success 
and respect.  Once you 
put something on social 
media, it never goes away. 
Respect one another as if  
you are face to face.”

Topics covered during 

the program include 
respectful social media 
use, digital footprints, 
and preventing harmful 
future incidents. Students 
also learned that even 
one ill-advised post or 
photo has the potential to 
cause damage far down 
the line, if  viewed by col-
lege officials or potential 
employers.

LPD Officers Ed 
Santiago, Scot Brooks, 
and Jim Murphy attend-
ed the event. School offi-
cials thank the police 
department and the DA’s 
Office for their ongoing 

support of  teen 
safety programs.

“LPS meets 
quarterly with 
representatives 
from the DA’s 
Office and LPD to 
constantly review 
our protocols 
and procedures,” 
said Leicester 
Public Schools 
Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian. 
“Maintaining  a 
safe and support-
ive learning envi-
ronment is our 
goal.”  

To augment 
the lessons pro-
vided in class, 
law enforcement 
officials urge 

guardians to serve as 
role models for respon-
sible online behavior at 
home. Too often, children 
assume it’s acceptable 
to bully other students 
online after seeing their 
own adult family mem-
bers berating or threat-
ening people on social 
media pages and message 
boards, officials said.

Looking ahead, public 
safety leaders are hoping 
all residents—students 
and adults alike—take 
a few moments to think 
before they post.

In addition to cyberse-
curity and anti-bullying 
programs, members of  
the DA’s Office also reg-
ularly visit schools to 
provide education on sev-

eral other topics. These 
include the dangers of  
drugs and alcohol for 
teens; avoiding distracted 
driving; and teen dating 
safety.

To learn more about 
educational and outreach 
programs conducted 
by the DA’s Office, visit 
www.worcesterda.com. 
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Real Estate

Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$495,000, 108 Fiskdale Rd, Cogen, 

Geraldine M, to Ramirez, Cesar I, 
and Solano, Amy A.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$320,000, 189 Harrington St, 

Wozniak, Jessica, to Przypek, 
Adam.

LEICESTER
$1,400,000, 12 Huntoon Memorial 

Hwy, Dicentes, James P, to Leicester 
Storage LLC.

$575,000, 99 Lake Ave, Kennan, 
Lance, to Smith, John, and Smith, 
Susan.

$150,000, 91 Brown St, Mcshera, 
Linda A, and Mcshera, Joseph, to 
91 Brown Street LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
 $332,000, 7 Chestnut St, Jbg 

Investments LLC, to Couture, 
Kayla A, and Couture, Willem E.

SPENCER
$558,000, 2 Lincoln St, Marcia 

E Pottle RET, and Camerer, Jean 
L, to Valdes, Ana R, and Romero, 
Diolbys D.

$482,000, 16 Irving St, Jebola 
Properties Inc, to Fusco-Bartley, 
Annmarie.

$325,000, 2 Parent St, Birch Grove 
Prop Inc, to Noyes 4th, Gordon A.

$315,000, 5 Candlewood Dr #5, Sec 
Of  Veterans Affairs, to Lawrence, 
Brian P.

$275,000, 25 Clark Rd, Toomey-
Lovett Inc, to Lussier Enterprises 
LLC.

$275,000, 25 Marble Rd, Toomey-
Lovett Inc, to Lussier Enterprises 
LLC.

$275,000, 37 Marble Rd, Toomey-
Lovett Inc, to Lussier Enterprises 
LLC.

$225,000, 4 G H Wilson Rd, Brown 
Joseph R Est, and Cycz, Annette L, 
to 123 Kids LLC.

$210,000, 72 Thompson Pond Rd, 
Thibeault Rt, and Thurber, Cecelia 
M, to Lynch, Thomas W.

WARREN
$600,000, 1300 Bemis Rd, Fountain 

& Sons Const Co, to Sauve, Michael 
J, and Sauve, Michelle D.

$439,000, 965 Cronin Rd, Lee, 
Pauline, and Wang, Qing P, to 
Watson, Kendall L, and Watson, 
Amanda S.

$200,500, 110 Maple St, Harris, 
Emily, to Reis, Anthony.

$150,000, 790 Bemis Rd, Mainville, 
Paul R, to Mckusick, Jason.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$550,000, 43 Ragged Hill Rd, 

Goodwin, Patricia N, to Robillard, 
Olivia, and Mace, Matthew.

$542,750, 117 Ragged Hill Rd, 
Roy, Robert A, and Roy, Jeryl L, to 
Ferranto, Peter.

$335,000, 10 High St, Adams, 
Kenai M, to Stevens, Holly A.

School, law enforcement officials team up 
for online safety program

Courtesy

Leicester students team up with local law enforcement officials to promote responsible online 
behaviors.

Asparagus 
chowder is back!

WEST BROOKFIELD — On Saturday, May 17 during the 
town of  West Brookfield’s Asparagus, Heritage and Flower 
Festival on the town common, the First Congregational 
Church (36 N. Main St.) will offer their famous asparagus 
chowder from the church lawn. Hot chowder by the cup, cold 
chowder to take home, heat and eat by the quart, cookies and 
cold drinks will be available from 10 a.m. until it runs out. 
Inside and outside dining is available. 

Call the church for more information at 508-867-7078.

Kindergarten 
registration open  

at NBES
NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield 

Elementary school is excited to announce that Kindergarten 
registration is now open for the 2025-2026 school year!  
Please contact Dresden at NBES to register at 508-867-8326 
or drenaud@nbschools.org.
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REGION —  On Wednesday, April 
16, Wire Village School Principal Mrs. 
Melanie Ethier and East Brookfield 
Elementary School Principal Mrs. 
Christine Lavin were informed by 
the Massachusetts Department of  
Elementary and Secondary Education 
today by letter that their elementary 
schools, which are part of  the Spencer-
East Brookfield School District were 
awarded the Class of  2025 Purple Star 
Designation. 

The award is in its second year in 
Massachusetts, having been established 
during the 2023 - 2024 school year. Each 
school met all the criteria outlined in 
the application process for this three-
year designation. 

Recipients of  this award support mil-
itary-connected students enrolled and 
attending their schools, as well as the 
families and staff  who interact with 
military-connected students. The goal 
of  this award is to recognize schools 
that are helping to close educational 
gaps military-connected students expe-
rience, as a result of  their high mobility 
while their parent/guardian is serving 
our country.

“The Purple Star School program is 
designed to help schools support mil-
itary-connected students, who often 
experience frequent relocations and the 
challenges of  parental deployments. 
In Massachusetts, the benefits of  the 
Purple Star Designation include sup-
port(s) in areas like relocation, enroll-
ment, registration, and social and aca-
demic planning for military-connect-

ed students,” said Superintendent of  
Schools Paul Haughey.

To be clear, our entire regional school 
district - all four of  our schools are com-
mitted to providing the programming 
and services of  Purple Star Designation 
in grades PreK-12, and will provide the 
necessary programming, services, and 
supports of  military-connected stu-
dents and their families - now and into 
the future.

On behalf  of  all of  us within the 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District, we look forward to the 
collaboration and work ahead with our 
military-connected students and their 
families.

LEICESTER —  With 
scams on the increase, 
area residents recently 
attended the Leicester 
Senior Center to learn 
about ways to protect 
their information. 

Kevin Donohue, of  
the Worcester County 
District Attorney’s out-

reach team, delivered a 
presentation earlier this 
month on fraud preven-
tion. 

“The older adults in 
attendance were very 
interested and appreci-
ated all the information 
and warnings that he 
was able to share,” read 

a statement released by 
Senior Center leaders.

Looking ahead, Carol 
Cohen will attend the 
Senior Center on April 
28 at 1 p.m. to give a pre-
sentation titled: “If  Pots 
Could Talk – Pottery of  
Ancient Greece.”  

Cohen will provide 

a show about the pot-
tery of  ancient Greece. 
Afterward, there will be 
time for a hands-on activ-
ity of  pot painting. 

On May 6, per-
former Tommy 
Rull will visit the 
Senior Center 
to entertain the 
Leicester Senior 
Citizens Club at 
10:30 a.m.

On May 8, a 
luncheon at the 
Senior Center 
will take place, 
titled “Women 
C e l e b r a t i n g 
Women.” 

Hosted by Vibra 
Hospital and The 
Meadows, this 
event will start at 
noon. Attendance 
is limited, so 
please sign up 
on the luncheon 
sheet at the Senior 
Center.

On May 19, 
during the cen-
ter’s “Tea and 
Talk” group, 
Muriel Dyas, a 
historical reenac-
tor, will present a 
show about Susan 
B. Anthony.

On May 20, author 
Christie Higginbottom 
will visit the Senior 
Center to present her 
book.

For more information 
about events happening 
at the Senior Center, call 
508-892-7016.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

PROMOTION ENDS May 10th, 2025

$1888*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends May 10th, 2025

38

NOTICE 
HYDRANT FLUSHING

TOWN OF SPENCER 
The Town of Spencer Water Department will be flush-
ing fire hydrants throughout the  western part of the 
distribution system starting April 7th thru April 25th, 
2025.  Flushing removes sediment from the water mains 
to help maintain water quality. When the Water Depart-
ment staff is in the immediate area, residents could expe-
rience loss of pressure and short periods of rusty water. 
We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. A 
daily list of the flushing locations will be posted on the 
Spencer town website www.spencerma.gov each day by 
8:00AM (click on Departments, then click Water  De-
partment, then click Hydrant Flushing 2025). If you have 
any concerns, please feel free to contact the Spencer Wa-
ter Department office at 508-885-7525. Thank you.

Attention North Brookfield 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
April 28th through

May 31st 2025
The North Brookfield Water Department 
will be flushing water mains throughout 
town beginning Monday, April 28th 
through Friday, May 30th 2025.
The purpose of the flushing is to remove 
sediment buildup in the mains. The 
flushing may result in temporary 
discoloration of the water, caused by 
small particles dislodged during the 
flushing. This discoloration might stain 
your laundry, especially white materials.
Flushing is performed between the 
hours of 7:30AM and 3:30PM. We 
post our daily flushing schedule on 
the North Brookfield Water Department 
Facebook page. If you would like ad-
ditional information, please call the 
Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

71ST ANNUAL WINDHAM COUNTY 4-H 
AUCTION & TAG SALE
326 Taft Pond Rd, Pomfret, CT

Join us for a great cause! All proceeds benefit the Windham County
4-H Foundation, Inc., sponsors of the Windham-Tolland 4-H Camp

and Ragged Hill Woods Education Program

Over 4,000 sq ft of
household, garden, toys,
tools, linens, Christmas...

We have it all!

Friday, May 2
9 - 10:30 am $5 Early Bird Buy-In
10:30 am - 5 pm (free)

Saturday, May 3
9 am - 5 pm (free)

Friday, May 2
Preview @ 5 pm
Auction @ 6 pm

Saturday, May 3
Preview @ 4:30 pm 
Auction @ 5:30 - starts outside 

FRIDAY come bid on a Cape Escape, tickets to
Six Flags New England

SATURDAY is sports night including 2 VIP Red
Sox Tickets for July 11, signed memorabilia
from the Patriots and much more!

A little bit of everything will be on the auction block.
 Restaurants, museums, ski resorts, tourist attractions.

New, used & antique furniture & collectible items.

Leicester Senior Center announces upcoming programs

Courtesy

Guests attend the Leicester Senior Center to learn about ways to protect themselves from 
scammers.

Local schools earn Purple 
Star Award designation

Leicester Senior Center 
offers Cribbage Club

LEICESTER —  Guests are invited 
to check out the Cribbage Club at the 
Leicester Senior Center. 

Club members get together every 
Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to noon. 
If  you are new to the game, members 
will teach you the rules.

Call the Senior Center for more infor-
mation about the club.
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, APRIL 10
12:26 a.m.: assist other PD (Marshall 

Street), message delivered; 1:19 a.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), 
message delivered; 3:08 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Soojians Drive), resolved; 
8:33 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 9:14 a.m.: restraining 
order service (South Main Street), 
served; 9:41 a.m.: welfare check (Logan 
Street), services rendered; 10:51 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
11:25 a.m.: welfare check (Paxton 
Street), services rendered; 11:43 a.m.: 
welfare check (Mannville Street), ser-
vices rendered; 12:56 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 1:07 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 2:01 p.m.: assist citizen (Main 
Street); 3:12 p.m.: mv stop (Baldwin 
Street), verbal warning; 3:19 p.m.: mv 
stop (Baldwin Street), verbal warning; 
3:22 p.m.: ambulance (Charles Street), 
transported; 3:27 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Baldwin Street), no action required; 
3:33 p.m.: mv stop (Charlton Street), 
written warning; 3:46 p.m.: mv stop 
(River Street), verbal warning; 4:13 
p.m.: ambulance (Greenville Street), 
transported; 4:56 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 5:06 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 5:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 5:51 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 6:04 
p.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, no inspection 
sticker, criminal application issued; 
6:15 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 6:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 6:32 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
7:10 p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
unfounded; 9:17 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Main Street), services rendered.

FRIDAY, APRIL 11
10:26 a.m.: welfare check (Main 

Street), services rendered; 10:33 a.m.: 
investigation (Moose Hill Road), report 
taken; 2:27 p.m.: ambulance (Shirley 
Street, Worcester), transported; 2:48 
p.m.: suspicious person (Mulberry 
Street), report taken; 3:15 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Salminen Road), referred; 
3:18 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), unli-
censed operation, op w/suspended 
registration, uninsured mv, criminal 
application issued; 3:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), written warning; 
3:54 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 3:56 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 4:02 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), written warn-
ing; 4:08 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), written warning; 4:16 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
4:22 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 4:28 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 4:40 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
4:47 p.m.: mv stop (Massasoit Drive), 
report taken; 5:00 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police report, unlicensed oper-
ation, no inspection sticker, criminal 
application issued; 5:10 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 5:11 
p.m.: accident (Pleasant Street), report 
taken; 5:27 p.m.: ambulance (Columbus 
Street, Worcester), transported; 5:52 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 6:11 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 6:25 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended registration, uninsured mv, 
criminal application issued; 7:59 p.m.: 
soliciting (Towtaid Street), resolved; 
9:44 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12
12:40 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

spoken to; 2:10 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Paxton Street), resolved; 5:25 a.m.: 
ambulance (Flint Way), transported; 
6:31 a.m.: disabled mv (South Main 
Street), assisted; 7:54 a.m.: accident 
(Mannville Street), report taken; 7:56 
a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford Street), 
assisted; 7:58 a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford 
Street), no action required; 8:12 a.m.: 
disabled mv (Winslow Avenue), 
assisted; 8:14 a.m.: accident (Auburn 
Street), report taken; 8:47 a.m.: acci-
dent (Stafford Street), report taken; 
8:53 a.m.: disabled mv (Mayflower 
Road), gone on arrival; 9:21 a.m.: dis-
abled mv (Stafford Street), assisted; 
9:26 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:42 a.m.: debris in road 
(Sabine Circle), referred; 11:02 a.m.: 
debris in road (Moose Hill Road), 
referred; 11:27 a.m.: erratic operator 
(Lexington Avenue), gone on arrival; 
11:29 a.m.: ambulance (Paxton Street), 
assisted; 12:26 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), referred; 1:33 p.m.: ambulance 
(Stafford Street), transported; 1:57 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name and 

address redacted from police log, forg-
ery/misuse of  RMV document, crim-
inal application issued; 5:53 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 7:52 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 8:44 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), assisted; 9:20 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 10:01 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Mannville Street), 
assisted; 11:33 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Charlton Street), false alarm; 11:56 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
12:15 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 1:49 a.m.: abandoned 
mv (River Street), mv towed; 1:54 
a.m. suspicious mv (Pleasant Street), 
resolved; 2:26 a.m.: welfare check 
(McCarthy Avenue Street), assist-
ed; 2:54 a.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), assisted; 11:09 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Masonic Home Road, Charlton), 
report taken; 11:18 a.m.: investigation 
(South Main Street), report taken; 
11:26 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 11:31 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:57 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 12:08 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 12:32 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
12:32 p.m.: welfare check (Stafford 
Street), assisted; 12:40 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Howard Terrace), transported; 
12:44 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 12:50 p.m.: ambulance 
(Stafford Street), transported; 12:53 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 1:06 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 1:15 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:23 p.m.: arrest warrant 
service (Stafford Street), Fabrine C. 
Marques, 50, 502 Stafford Street, #1, 
Cherry Valley, administrative book-
ing/Sturbridge PD, arrest; 1:27 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:32 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 1:39 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 2:10 
p.m.: mv stop (River Street), written 
warning; 2:20 p.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), written warning; 2:35 p.m.: mv 
stop (River Street), written warning; 
2:42 p.m.: investigation (Lake Avenue 
North, Worcester), report taken; 2:45 
p.m.: investigation (Stafford Street), 
report taken; 4:54 p.m.: assist other 
agency (Stafford Street), services ren-
dered; 5:32 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 7:43 
p.m.: investigation (Stafford Street), 
report taken; 7:52 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported.

MONDAY, APRIL 14
2:50 a.m.: welfare check (Town Beach 

Road), services rendered; 6:55 a.m.: 
ambulance (Pitcairne Avenue), trans-
ported; 8:27 a.m.: ambulance (Moose 
Hill Road), transported; 10:19 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
11:51 a.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
assisted; 12:45 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 2:01 p.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), citation issued; 2:16 
p.m.: ambulance (Southbridge Street, 
Auburn), call canceled; 2:25 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Town Beach Road), 
unable to serve; 2:31 p.m.: ambulance 
(Southbridge Street, Auburn), trans-
ported; 6:27 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
8:03 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 8:09 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 8:17 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Stafford Street), assisted; 
9:30 p.m.: assist citizen (Wesley Drive), 
report taken.

TUESDAY, ARPIL 15
12:51 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

citation issued; 1:40 a.m.: larceny 
(Newfield Street), report taken; 02:50 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 3:09 a.m.: suspicious activity 
(Main Street), resolved; 3:54 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
5:12 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 7:16 a.m.: assist other 
PD (Town Beach Road), no service; 
11:18 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 11:33 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 11:43 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 11:54 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 12:05 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 12:16 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 12:32 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:00 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), written warn-
ing; 1:15 p.m.: residential alarm (Collier 
Avenue), false alarm; 1:32 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), citation issued; 2:01 
p.m.: summons service (River Street), 
served; 2:19 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 2:29 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 4:33 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Waite Street), spoken to; 5:26 
p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 6:37 p.m.: ambulance 
(Greenville Circle), transported; 7:14 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), citation 
issued; 7:55 p.m.: disturbance (Town 
Beach Road), unfounded; 8:34 p.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), 
no action required; 8:49 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Crystal Street), unfound-
ed; 11:28 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 11:55 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 11:58 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), cita-
tion issued.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
1:20 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-

tion issued; 3:05 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 6:57 a.m.: 
accident (South Street), report taken; 
8:30 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:06 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 10:08 
a.m.: disturbance (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:00 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 11:21 a.m.: 
ambulance (Maple Street), transport-
ed; 12:00 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 1:06 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 1:47 
p.m.: ambulance (Watson Street), ser-
vices rendered; 2:15 p.m.: investigation 
(McCarthy Avenue), report taken; 3:56 
p.m.: ambulance (Watch Street), trans-
ported; 4:24 p.m.: investigation (Green 
Street), report taken; 4:44 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 5:33 p.m.: residential b&e 
(Ingram Road), report taken; 8:04 p.m.: 
ambulance (Leela Lane), transport-
ed; 8:53 p.m.: investigation (Pleasant 
Street), report taken; 9:43 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Burncoat Lane), spo-
ken to; 10:00 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), transported.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, ARPIL 9
12:47-12:48 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:51 a.m.: residential fire 
(Northwest Road), referred; 1:06 a.m.: 
disturbance (Salem Street), neighbor 
dispute; 6:40 a.m.: medical/general 
(Brooks Pond Road); 7:48 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:36 a.m.: commercial alarm (Water 
Street), services rendered; 9:32 a.m.: 
animal complaint (McCormick Road), 
bat in horse stall; 11:09 a.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 11:22 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Bixby Road), spoken to; 
11:44 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
req. EMS to Paxton; 12:01 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Church Street), 
Ediberto Angel Rojas-Rodriguez, 23, 52 
Church Street, warrant, arrest; 12:38 
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
12:40 p.m.: fire/woods/grass (West 
Main Street), referred; 1:50 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Ash Street), misdial; 
2:20 p.m.: suspicious persons (School 
Street), info taken; 2:41 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Meadow Road), spoken to; 2:49 
p.m.: officer wanted (Bixby Road), rep. 
theft; 4:08 p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry 
Street), spoken to; 5:23 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Old East Charlton Road), 
spoken to; 5:36 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Bixby Road), services rendered; 6:22 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Worcester PD bolo; 6:28 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Meadow Road), assisted; 8:13 
p.m.: accident (Paxton Road), Duane 
Francis Laythe, 46, 19 Mechanic Street, 
Spencer, OUI liquor, negligent opera-
tion, marked lanes violation, arrest; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

THURSDAY, APRIL 10
12:11 a.m.: larceny (Temple Street), 

report taken; 12:33 a.m.: missing per-
son/juvenile (Ash Street), report 
taken; 1:59-3:00 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 2:43 a.m.: 911 call (Main Street), 
no response noted on police log, 6:43 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 9:11 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lincoln Street); 10:03 a.m.: mv com-
plaint (West Main Street), erratic TT 
unit; 10:15 a.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Vista Lane), referred; 10:40 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Brookfield 
PD bolo; 11:38 a.m.: citizen complaint 
(Greenville Street), re: pavement work; 
12:13 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 12:35 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), info taken; 12:53 p.m.: 
citizen complaint (Meadow Road), via 
FB; 1:11 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 1:23 p.m.: accident (Mechanic 
Street), report taken; 1:43 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Chestnut Street); 2:08 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Wm. Casey Road), 
investigated; 2:35 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Main Street), assisted; 3:20 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Chestnut Street); 3:31 
p.m.: restraining order service (G.H. 
Wilson Road); 4:05 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Greenville Street); 5:00 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Greenville Street), investi-
gated; 6:08 p.m.: juvenile matter (Maple 
Street), 7:08 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), re: dog; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, APRIL 11
12:40-2:06 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 8:14 a.m.: DPW call (Bay Path 
Road), re: water shutoff; 8:22 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
10:28 a.m.: 911 call (Maple Street), hang-
up; 12:08 p.m.: mutual aid (Oak Lane), 
assist Deerfield PD; 12:45 p.m.: medical/
general (Chestnut Street); 12:56 p.m.: 
mv stop (McCormick Road), Alexander 
R. Innamorati III, 56, 55 Lakeshore 
Drive, Spencer, OUI liquor, open con-
tainer of  alcohol in mv, arrest; 1:42 
p.m.: animal complaint (Elm Street), 
re: loose dog; 2:36 p.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 3:29 
p.m.: medical/general (Wall Street); 
4:09 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Deer Run Road); 4:51 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Casey Road), re: mvs speeding; 
6:07 p.m.: juvenile matter (Lake Street), 
re: spray painting; 6:38 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), assisted; 7:36 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
resources for the homeless; 8:26 p.m.: 
hit/run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 11:17 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), son not home; (total daily mv 

stops – 3).
SATURDAY, APRIL 12
12:57 a.m.: mv complaint (Main 

Street), erratic operator; 1:47 a.m.: 
DPW call (West Main Street), icy con-
ditions; 4:43 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Old East Charlton Road), no contact; 
4:49 a.m.: suspicious mv (Pine Acres), 
investigated; 8:29 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Valley Street), abandoned mv/
wrong side of  road; 8:36 a.m.: DPW call 
(Howard Hurley Road), tree down; 9:23 
a.m.: officer wanted (Elm Street), mv 
stuck in road; 9:40 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Main Street); 9:51 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 9:51 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Greenville Street), referred; 11:05 a.m.: 
medical/sudden death (Meadow Road); 
11:10 a.m.: suspicious persons (West 
Main Street), investigated; 12:10 p.m.: 
DPW call (Cherry Street), re: steel 
plate in road; 12:53 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Cranberry Meadow Road); 1:12 
p.m.: 911 call (Pleasant Street), acci-
dental; 1:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Howe 
Road), services rendered; 4:34 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Pleasant Street), erratic 
operator; 7:03 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Thompson Pond Road), no response 
noted on police log; 7:30 p.m.: resi-
dential fire (Ash Street), referred; 7:59 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Ash Street), spo-
ken to; 9:14 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), unwanted party; 9:18 
p.m.: officer wanted (Charlton Road), 
re: something in road; (total daily mv 
stops – 2).

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
12:00 a.m.: suspicious persons 

(Mechanic Street), investigated; 12:20-
1:37 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
12:23 a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), 
assist State Police; 8:40 a.m.: medical/
general (Irving Street); 11:26 a.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 11:41 
a.m.: medical/general (Charlton Road); 
1:46 p.m.: officer wanted (Paula Bay), 
spoken to; 1:52 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Bay Path Road), accidental; 1:53 p.m. 
officer wanted (Main Street), re: poss. 
harassment prevention order; 2:11 
p.m.: officer wanted (Church Street), 
req. welfare check; 2:18 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Town House Court), service 
rendered; 3:38 p.m.: 911 call (Main 
Street), open line; 3:52 p.m.: officer 
wanted (McCormick Road), re: former 
employee; 3:59 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Brown Street), loose cat; 6:15 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Lake Street), re: 
kids in schoolyard; 6:24 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Lincoln Street), duress alarm; 
6:35 p.m.: officer wanted Marble Road), 
re: issues w/ex; 7:22 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), no response noted on 
police log; 7:48 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pleasant Street); 7:51 p.m.: distur-
bance (Gold Nugget Road), unwanted 
party; (total daily mv stops – 8).

MONDAY, APRIL 14
12:09-12:50 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:52 a.m.: accident (Fourth 
Avenue), report taken; 3:21 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Leicester PD 
bolo; 6:21 a.m.: mv lockout (Charlton 
Road), assisted; 6:51 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), injured owl; 8:59 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
10:09 a.m.: illegal dumping (Cooney 
Road), couch left on property; 11:00 
a.m.: medical/general (Church Street); 
11:15 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; 12:35 p.m.: medical/general 
(North Brookfield Road); 12:43 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 12:55 p.m.: fraud (Bond Street), 
report taken; 1:17 p.m.: commercial 
alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 2:28 p.m.: mutual aid (Sunset 
Lane), Auburn PD req. assistance; 
2:42 p.m.: medical/general (Brown 
Street); 3:28 p.m.: arrest warrant ser-
vice (West Main Street), Seamus M. 
Donahue, Junior, 25, 1 Oakham Road, 
North Brookfield, warrant, arrest; 3:33 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Temple Street), 
investigated; 4:43 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Paxton Road); 4:59 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Candlewood Drive), services 
rendered; 11:50-11:58 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; (total daily mv stops 
– 1).

TUESDAY, APRIL 15
 12:01-12:42 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:33 a.m.: domestic/no abuse 
(Church Street), domestic dispute; 7:10 
a.m.: accident (Charlton Road), report 
taken; 7:30 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:02 a.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 9:06 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Cherry Street), req. 
property checks; 10:32 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), Harrington Hosp. 
on code black; 11:10 a.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 12:19 p.m.: 
DPW call (Meadow Road), re: alarms 
sounding; 1:52 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), assist Fitchburg PD/en 
route; 2:24 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(High Street), info taken; 2:24 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (Maple Street), re: assault; 
3:19 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), can’t retrieve belongings from 
ex; 3:44 p.m.: juvenile matter (West 
Main Street), re: previous incident; 
4:00 p.m.: sex offender registration/
annual (West Main Street), assisted; 
4:40 p.m.: 911 call (Cherry Street), hang-
up; 4:55 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), rep. theft; 7:47 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Mechanic Street), referred; 8:38 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 8:43 p.m.: accident (East 
Charlton Road), report taken; 9:45 p.m.: 
animal complaint (West Main Street), 
re: re-homing; (total daily mv stops – 1).

# # #
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Growing a healthy lawn in a more 
sustainable manner is better for the 

environment and can 
also help reduce main-
tenance. As a major 
component of  land-
scapes, they provide 
living surfaces for play 
areas and pathways 
while protecting the 
soil from erosion and 
slowing stormwater 
runoff. 

When starting a new 
lawn, selecting the best 
lawn grass is as critical as 
selecting the right plant 
for your gardens. Look for 
a mixture of  grasses that 
thrive in your growing 
conditions and activity 
level, provide the aesthet-
ics you prefer and with 
the care you are willing 
and able to provide. 

Fescues are known for 
their shade and drought 
tolerance and ability to 
thrive in warm and cold 

climates. Tall fescues are among the 
toughest with their dense root system, 

ability to 
t o l e r a t e 
heavy foot 
t r a f f i c 
and other 
wear and 
c o m p a c -
tion. Turf-
type tall 
f e s c u e s 
have finer 

leaf  texture, denser growth, and tend 
to spread better than the bunching tall 
fescues.

When selecting a tall fescue grass 
seed, look for one with several varieties 
to create an attractive, resilient and 
low maintenance lawn. Varieties like 
Annihilator, Marauder, Rhizing Moon, 
and Bloodhound have excellent heat 
resistance while Channell is great for 
high traffic and low maintenance areas. 
Barbarian can be managed at a mod-
erate height. Roman tolerates diverse 
soils and Warhawk produces a beautiful 
dark green lawn.

Using a mixture of  grass seed allows 
the various varieties to fill in where they 
excel, tolerate the often-challenging 
growing conditions and work together 
to create an attractive lawn. Grass seed 
mixes, like Combat Extreme Transition 
Zone  (Outsidepride.com), contain sev-
eral tall turf  type fescue seeds to create 
a heat, cold, and drought resistant lawn 
that looks good and requires less water-
ing and fertilizing and is suitable for 
zones 3 to 8. 

Prepare the soil and begin planting 
the seeds when the soil temperature 
is 55 degrees and warmer or up to six 
weeks before the first fall frost. Use this 
seed calculator  to help you determine 
how much seed you’ll need.

Broadcast the seed over the soil sur-
face and lightly rake to ensure ade-
quate seed to soil contact. Water often 
enough to keep the soil slightly moist 
and mulch to conserve moisture. Look 
for seedlings to sprout in seven to 14 
days and be ready to start mowing in 21 
to 30 days. 

Mow high, two and a half  to three 
inches, and often enough to remove no 
more than 1” at a time. Regular mow-
ing is less stressful on the lawn and 
the short clippings quickly decompose, 
adding nutrients and organic matter to 
the soil. 

Save even more time, fuel, and water 
with sharp mower blades when cutting 
the grass. You can cut more efficiently 
when the blades are sharp, your mower 
will consume 22 percent less fuel, and 
the lawn will use up to 30 percent less 
water when using sharp blades.

Put away the rake and mow over 
fall leaves in the lawn. As long as they 
are the size of  a quarter or less, they 
will not pose a problem to the grass. 
You  may need to make several passes, 
but the leaf  pieces will decompose, add-
ing nutrients organic matter to the soil 
for your lawn to benefit.

Selecting the best grass seed for your 
climate and growing conditions and 
making a few changes in maintenance 
can help you grow a beautiful lawn. 

 
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 

gardening books, including the Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening.  She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”  instant video and DVD 
series  and the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for  Birds & 
Blooms  magazine and was commis-
sioned by Outsidepride for her exper-
tise to write this article. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

A sustainable lawn starts with the right grass seed 

Courtesy — Outsidepride

A healthy lawn starts with selecting the right grass seed.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 4/25 & SATURDAY 4/26

LEG OF 
LAMB
AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 4/30/25

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Scarlett (FKA Melinda) 

Scarlett is a beautiful 7-year-old 
shepherd mix with a heart full of 
love and a tail that never stops 
wagging! This playful girl adores her 
toys-whether it’s a squeaky plush or 
a sturdy chew, like her beloved pine-
apple, she’s always up for some fun. 
Walks are another favorite pastime, 
and she’s a fantastic companion on 
adventures, always ready to explore 
by your side.
Due to a tough experience as a puppy, 
Scarlett prefers to be the only pet in the home. She thrives in a 
calm, predictable environment where she can be your one-and-
only. For everyone’s safety, she is muzzle trained and wears it 
comfortably and happily-she knows it means more time out and 
about with her people!
Scarlett is looking for a loving, pet-free home where she can 
shower her humans with affection. If you’re searching for a 
loyal, playful, and devoted best friend, Scarlett just might be 
the perfect match!

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

ATTENTION  
 WEST BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS

Hydrant Flushing
  The West Brookfield 

Water Department will be  

flushing hydrants

April 28th through May 9th

during the hours of 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Flushing will cause some

disturbance in the water mains. 

The water may appear cloudy  

but will eventually dissipate.

           Please plan water use accordingly.

Does the U.S. military 
possess technology capa-
ble of  bending time and 
space?

Michael Kratsios, the 
White House Science 
Advisor, remarked last 
week, “Our technologies 
permit us to manipulate 
time and space. They 
leave distance annihilat-
ed, cause things to grow, 
and improve productiv-
ity,”

That could be a state-
ment geared to intimi-
date our enemies, but. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if  
he was telling the truth.

DARPA, the Defense 
Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, isn’t 
exactly known for its 
modest goals. These are 
the same people who’ve 
dabbled in weather mod-
ification, psychic war-
fare, invisibility cloaks, 
and aircraft that all but 
scream alien tech.

As a longtime listener 
of  “Coast to Coast AM” 
with George Noory—a 
show I’m proud to say 
my father appeared on 
twice to discuss the 
tragic plane crash that 
claimed Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens, and 
the Big Bopper—I’ve 
spent years entertain-
ing the possibilities of  
the strange, the fringe, 
and the not-so-easily dis-
missed.

This brings me to 
another time-bending 
story that doesn’t involve 
black-budget tech but 
the power of  the human 
mind.

Back in 1980, an inter-
esting report for the U.S. 
Army would eventually 
land in the CIA’s archives. 
The title? “Analysis and 
Assessment of  Gateway 
Process.” If  it sounds 
like a sci-fi manual, 
that’s because it practi-
cally is.

The report explores 
the possibility that we 
can naturally access 
altered states of  con-
s c i o u s n e s s — s t a t e s 
where time, space, and 

even physical reali-
ty don’t behave the 
way we think they 
do. Using something 
called Hemi-Sync, 
a brainwave-al-
tering technique 
developed by the 
Monroe Institute, 
the Gateway Process sug-
gests that with enough 
mental focus, we can 
transcend the physical 
body entirely.

And it’s not just theo-
retical. The report was 
funded, studied, and 
taken seriously enough 
by intelligence agencies 
to remain classified for 
decades.

But you don’t need clas-
sified documents to toy 
with time. Sometimes, 
all it takes is a change in 
perception—and a pow-
erful enough intention.

In the 1980 film 
“Somewhere in Time,” 
Christopher Reeve plays 
a playwright so obsessed 
with a woman from the 
past that he wills him-
self  back to 1912. No 
machine, no portal—just 
pure belief  and focus. 
He changes his clothes, 
removes all signs of  the 
present, meditates, visu-
alizes… and suddenly, 
he’s there. In love and 
living in another era, but 
that’s Hollywood, right?

If  you ask Dr. Joe 
Dispenza, maybe it’s not 
that far off.

Dispenza, a neuro-
scientist and author 
who’s made a career out 
of  studying the inter-
section of  thought and 
biology, teaches that the 
brain doesn’t know the 
difference between a real 
experience and a vividly 
imagined one. “Where 
you place your attention 
is where you place your 
energy,” he says. “If  you 
can mentally rehearse a 
future and emotionally 
embrace it as if  it’s hap-
pening now, your body 
begins to believe it’s 
real.”

That belief, according 
to him, is the catalyst for 
change. Internal change. 

External change. 
C e l l u l a r - l e v e l , 
reality-bending 
change.

He teaches that 
the quantum 
model of  reality 
suggests all pos-
sibilities exist in 

the present moment. By 
mentally rehearsing a 
desired future and emo-
tionally embracing it as 
if  it’s happening now, we 
can condition our bod-
ies to believe it’s real, 
thereby influencing our 
reality.

Physicist David Bohm 
believed that time may 
be a secondary effect—
an unfolding of  a deeper, 
implicate order.

Max Planck, the 
father of  quantum the-
ory, once said, “I regard 
consciousness as funda-
mental. I regard matter 
as derivative from con-
sciousness.”

In other words, real-
ity might not be some-
thing that happens to us. 
It could happen through 
us.

What if  time isn’t 
fixed, but relative—not 
just in Einstein’s equa-
tions, but in our day-to-
day experience of  real-
ity?

So what do we do with 
that?

Maybe nothing. Maybe 
everything.

Maybe the next time 
you catch yourself  
trapped in routine, con-
vinced that life is fixed 
and time is ticking in 
one direction, you pause 
and wonder: what else is 
possible?

Not in a metaphori-
cal way—but in a very 
real, very strange, very 
human way.

Because if  time can 
stretch, and reality can 
bend—even just a little—
then maybe your future 
isn’t something you wait 
for.

Maybe it’s something 
you reach back from and 
pull toward you.

Space & Time!

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Spencer Town 
Meeting,  
election  

coming up
SPENCER — Spencer will be holding 

its Annual Town Meeting on Thursday, 
May 1 at 7 p.m. in the town hall.

Spencer will be holding its Annual 
Town Election on Tuesday, May 13 from 
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. in the town hall.

 



6 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, April 25, 2025

Until recently, if  you received a pen-
sion from a job that did not pay into 
Social Security and you’ve also worked 
in a job that did, your Social Security 
benefits at retirement were reduced 
based on your pension income.

As of  Jan. 5, that’s no longer the 
case, thanks to the  Social Security 
Fairness Act. Now, you’ll receive both 
your pension and your fully earned 
Social Security benefits because the 
Act repealed the Windfall Elimination 
Provision (WEP).

This new law also repealed the 
Government Pension Offset (GPO) pro-
vision which had reduced spousal or 
survivor Social Security benefits for 
people employed in government jobs. 
These benefits will be increased in 2025.

There are nearly three million people 
who, depending on their situation, may 
see their benefits increase – from very 
little to $1,000 a month or more. Those 
impacted fall into these professional 
categories: teachers, firefighters, and 
police officers in many states; and fed-
eral employees covered by the Civil 
Service Retirement System.

The Act is retroactive to January 2024, 
and the Social Security Administration 
paid an additional lump sum benefit to 
affected people in March 2025. Going 
forward, most monthly income “raises” 
appear on April checks (for March ben-
efits). A few more complex cases may 
take a little longer.

A word of  caution – beware of  
scammers. The Social Security 
Administration doesn’t tend to call, 
email or text; they’ll send a letter 
regarding changes to your retirement 
benefits. And they will never ask you 
to pay for assistance or to have your 
benefits started, increased, or paid ret-
roactively. But you can call the SSA 
at 800-772-1213 to ask if  your retirement 
benefits have changed.

Plan for your increased retirement 
income

Of  course, everyone’s needs are dif-
ferent, so there’s no one “right” way to 
handle a lump sum benefit or a monthly 
raise in income. But here are a few sug-
gestions:

Pay off  some debts. If  you have credit 
card debt a car or student loan, you may 
want to pay it down, or even pay it off.

Invest in an individual retirement 
account (IRA). If  you still have “earned” 
income – from wages, salaries, tips, 
bonuses, commissions, self-employ-
ment earnings or long-term disability 
payments – you can contribute from 
these sources to an IRA. There are tax 
benefits and an array of  investment 
choices, so it’s an excellent way to build 
resources for retirement.

Save for college. If  you have children, 
or grandchildren, who have college in 
their plans, you might want to put some 
money into a college savings vehicle, 
such as a 529 plan, which provides tax 
benefits and gives you great flexibility 
in distributing the money.

Build an emergency fund. If  you don’t 
already have an emergency fund with 
three to six months of  living expenses, 
you can work on that. Keep the money 
in a liquid, low-risk account, so that it’s 
readily available to pay for unexpected 
costs. Without such a fund, you may be 
forced to tap into your long-term invest-
ments.

Above all, you may want to get some 
help. A financial professional can rec-
ommend ways of  using the money to 
help you meet your goals. Take any 
recent government correspondence 
that shows how your retirement ben-
efits have changed so you can build or 
review your retirement income strate-
gies.

If  you’re thoughtful about how you 
put your new income to work, you’ll be 
doing yourself, and your retirement, a 
favor.

  This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Stop  
saying 
we’re 

divided
We are growing tired of  the constant 

narrative that America is hopeless-
ly divided. Turn on the news, scroll 
through social media, or listen to 
national pundits, and you’ll hear it over 
and over: the country is split in two. But 
here’s the thing — when we look around 
at the small community we call home, 
that is not at all what we see.

Do we all agree? No. Of  course not. 
People have different beliefs, political 
opinions, and worldviews. But that 
doesn’t stop them from showing up for 
one another. Out here, disagreement 
doesn’t automatically equal division.  It 
definitely does not mean disconnection.

In our town, and in so many like it, 
neighbors still bring each other meals 
when someone’s sick. People still shov-
el snow from a neighbor’s driveway 
just because they can. When someone’s 
house burns down, the whole town ral-
lies, no matter which yard signs are out 
front. That’s not just anecdotal, that’s 
reality in small-town America. And it 
stands in direct contrast to the “us vs. 
them” story being pushed at a national 
level.

It’s not that we don’t have our chal-
lenges. Sure, we’ve got people who stir 
the pot, and yes, sometimes things get 
tense. There are always outliers. But by 
and large, people here care more about 
helping than about who voted for who. 
The shared value of  showing up for 
each other is still very much alive.

We are not saying we shouldn’t be 
aware of  national issues or political 
conflict. I’m saying we shouldn’t let 
them convince us that the divide is 
bigger than our humanity. The truth is, 
many of  us in small towns work hard to 
build bridges every day quietly, without 
headlines, without applause.

So, when we hear people say this 
country is broken beyond repair, we 
push back. Not because we are intent 
on ignoring the issues, but because we 
have seen firsthand what happens when 
people come together, even when they 
disagree. We have watched neighbors 
with opposite views work side by side 
on a community project. We have seen 
people set politics aside to get the job 
done, to take care of  each other, and to 
keep our small towns thriving.

If  you want proof  of  unity, look away 
from your screens and into your local 
community. You might be surprised to 
see just how strong and connected we 
really are.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
For the last four years, the only 

thing the world saw as our leader was 
a pathetic Alzheimer’s patient. Biden 
was led around at the D-Day remem-
brance event by Macron like a patient 
in a nursing home. We were laughing 
stocks on the world stage. They won-
dered how a country that saved the 
world in WWII and sent astronauts 
to the moon could elect a president so 
weak and feeble. So weak that he let 
our adversary, China, freely fly their 
spy balloons over our country; what 
American wasn’t shocked by that! 
He placed DEI hires in defense and 
high Cabinet positions, not based on 
skills, but based on their sex and race. 
Our national safety took back place 
to progressive Democrat ideology. We 
watched as a  drugged out criminal 
who died from resisting police was 
put up as an idol. We then had BLM 
and Antifa burn and ransack our cit-
ies with Democrats applauding them. 
America was truly looked upon as a 
nation in decline, and one to be taken 
advantage of  by any country. We were 
a country in decline under Biden. 
Officially the worst president ever. 

Well, not anymore! Throughout 
those four years, there was one guy 
who held on to the dream of  a great 
America. A fighting president in the 
mold of  Teddy Roosevelt. When he 
walks in rooms with the heads of  
nations at the EU, he walks in the 
front, with his head held high. Leaders 
such as Putin and Xi tremble in fear. 
The mullahs in Iran and terrorists 
keep their traps shut. They know 
they’re dealing with a new America 
with a tough, hardened fighter at the 
helm. Threaten us and you get a guid-
ed missile up your butt. Donald J. 
Trump is the ultimate fighter. He took 
a bullet and jumped up with his fist in 
the air. He is fighting for our country 
the same way. The tariffs are a weapon 
showing the world who is in charge. 
It’s America, and we aren’t taking it 
anymore. You either deal honest or 

feel the pain. Biden traveled to China 
with his son and sold out America 
for a few pieces of  gold. Not Trump; 
on day one, Trump changed the sell-
ing out of  the American worker by 
placing record tariffs on China to stop 
the steal. He has his people shutting 
down the agencies that are slush funds 
for the Democratic politicians. The 
corrupt Dems use the NGO’s (Non 
Government Agencies) to steal your 
tax money. Biden funneled $2 billion to 
one run by Stacie Abrams two months 
before he left.

You have to wonder what kind of  
people stand against Trump getting 
rid of  government corruption, get-
ting rid of  the illegals flooded into 
our country, trying to get manufac-
turing back in our country, ending 
the wars, and making America pow-
erful again. Truly, some people have 
something wrong in their heads. You 
have witnessed what has been done 
in three short months. It’s a miracle 
from God. It truly is the affirmation 
that God saved Trump on that day in 
Pennsylvania in divine intervention 
to save these United States. These peo-
ple who oppose his commonsense solu-
tions are not true Americans. They 
are the takers in society. The ones 
that want to live off  what others make 
while giving nothing. In short socialist 
with limited skills. They are perfectly 
happy if  America goes down the drain 
because that’s where they feel equal. 
At the bottom, where they dwell. No 
innovation. No inspiration. No moti-
vation. Fortunately, the majority of  
our citizens are hardworking common 
sense people. With their support, he is 
bringing back America. The freeload-
ing socialists are whining like crazy. 
They are like ticks on a dog. Donald 
has sprinkled insecticide on them, and 
they are frantically trying to stay on. 
Its time they start pulling their weight 
because America’s back, baby!

Mark Robillard
Spencer

America’s back!

To the Editor:

The noted conservative writer 
David Frum indicated how difficult 
normally free and fair opposition 
would become during the second. This 
would happen because of  the massive 
number of  attacks it would make  on 
our Constriction, Government, other 
Public and Private organizations, 
friendly  countries and neighbors and 
specific groups and persons.

As examples we need only look 
at the last week or so. Begin with 
President Trump’s horrible, horrible 
posting on Easter Sunday or sending 
“Home Grown” -  that is American 
citizens - to jail in foreign countries, 
his attacks on judges or “terminating” 
the  Chair of  our  Federal Reserve 
Bank. 

  
Instead, taking Frum’s advice - and 

with reliable sources - this letter will 
focus  some of  the ways the second 
Trump administration will further 
harm the climate and environment 
we want to pass on to our children and 
grandchildren.

Overall, the Trump administra-
tion has stopped the effort to reduce 
Global Warming even as our plan-
et has reached record levels of  heat 
mainly driven burning fossil fuels. 
Due to this, we experience rising tem-
peratures  in the form of  deadlier 
hurricanes, and floods droughts and 
wild fires like the one that recently 
devastated Los Angeles. 

The situation will get worse in the 
next four years and beyond because 

this administration has cancelled 
projects, fired masses of  federal cli-
mate workers, all but eliminated the 
work of  environmental agencies, and 
attacked needed  regulations. 

It has frozen funds for clean ener-
gy projects, particularly wind ener-
gy ones which  make up America’s 
largest potential source of  renewable 
power. 

The Trump Administration almost 
immediately withdrew from the Paris 
Climate Agreement. We stand as 
the only country to withdraw – once 
again,  we become “America alone.”

Finally, look at the  impact  of   the 
Trump administration to reduce 
efforts  efforts to protect the envi-
ronment and reduce  global warm-
ing. Economists say doing this would 
increase health and other costs to the 
country by $254 billion. 

Worse still, estimates are that over 
the next 25 years, climate and environ-
ment contributed deaths will  increase 
by about 200,000, asthma incidents by 
over 150 million, restricted activity 
days by 90 million, and heart related 
ER visits by over 20,000.

On Easter Sunday, my family cele-
brated the birthday of  a 14 year old 
grandnephew and five year old grand-
niece.  More than anything else I hope  
they and all others live in a healthy 
world.     

Kevin Kane
Spencer

Putting aside other Trump horribles  
to focus on our children’s climate  

& environment

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

New law raises 
Social Security 

income for 
some
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 4/21/25 was $3.15 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

APRIL SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Bacon 
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Grilled Chicken  
Sub

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Make it a stirfry $1.00 more 
Sautéed onions, peppers, 
mushrooms, and cheese 

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

 SEASONED 
CORD WOOD

Our Wood was Cut 
down 2 years ago.

 All hard wood. 
Cut and Split to your 
size. 2 cord orders no 

delivery Charge.
$300. Per Cord.                         

Call or Text 
413-668-7858

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Aromatherapy prod-
ucts are big business. 
With a seemingly nev-
er-ending array of  can-
dles, oils, and potions 
promising to do every-
thing from altering a 
mood to healing an ail-
ment, it can be easy to be 
taken in by exaggerated 
marketing claims.  While 
outrageous promises can 
be just hype, don’t be 
too quick to dismiss the 
power of  scent.   Beneath 
all the brouhaha  is 
decades of  data support-
ing a link between smells 
and moods. Medical 
research proves scent 
stimulation does in fact, 
send particular messag-
es to the brain, which in 
turn effects our moods 
and feelings.      Read on 
for some research find-
ings, as well as some aro-
matherapy potions you 
can whip up to change 
your little corner of  
the world - or at least 
the way you perceive it! 
NOTE:  Organic essen-
tial oils should be used 
with care and caution.  
Be sure to check with 
a health professional 
before using any aro-
matherapy treatment. 
* * * 
Orange you calm?:  
University of  Vienna 
research revealed expo-
sure to ambient odor of  
orange can have a relax-
ant effect and it relieved 
levels of  anxiety in study 
subjects awaiting dental 
treatment.   As a bonus 
the orange scent prompt-
ed a positive mood 
among the participants. 
Tip: Have a fresh orange 
handy for a quick snack 
to de-stress and cheer 
up. Or, add some natu-
ral orange essential oil to 
the bath to ease anxiety.  
* * * 
Vanilla memories:   In 
a study conducted at 
the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Hospital in 
New York, patients under-

going an MRI reported 63 
percent less claustropho-
bic after being exposed 
to the aroma of  vanil-
la. Experts attributed 
the reduced anxiety to 
the pleasant memories 
evoked by the vanilla 
aroma or by some other 
physiological response 
related to the fragrance. 
Tip: Mix up this vanil-
la room freshener and 
spritz at whim or will to 
relax fast: Mix together 
two ounces of  vanilla 
extract and two ounces 
of  distilled water. Pour 
into a small, clean per-
fume or spritz bottle.  
* * * 
An apple a day:  Scientific 
studies show the scent of  
apple and cinnamon make 
people feel secure, com-
fortable and “at home.”  
The feeling of  well being 
was experienced  by both 
men and women partic-
ipants who experienced 
the fragrance of  an apple 
and cinnamon mixture. 
Tip: Welcome visitors 
with   a batch of  apple 
and cinnamon potpourri.   
Mix together in a glass 
jar or ziplock bag: one 
cup dried apple slices; 
two tablespoons ground 
cinnamon; 1/4 cup whole 
allspice berries (or two 
tablespoons ground all-
spice); two tablespoons 
whole cloves; 10 two 
inch cinnamon sticks; 
10 to 12 small pinecones; 
eight drops cinnamon 
oil (or 32 drops of  cinna-
mon extract).   Shake up 
every few days to distrib-
ute scent until desired 
fragrance is achieved.   
* * * 
Safe slumber:   In a 

study published in 
the British Medical 
Journal Lancet, elder-
ly patients slept “like 
babies” when a laven-
der aroma was wafted 
into their bedrooms at 
night. These patients 
had complained of  dif-
ficulty falling asleep 
and had to take sleep-

ing pills to get sleep 
prior to the aromathera-
py. While lavender sleep 
products are available, 
why not make your own? 
Tip: Place one drop of  
natural lavender essen-
tial oil in one cup of  
boiling water.   Inhale 
the vapors to induce 
sleep.   Or if  fresh laven-
der flowers are available, 
sew up a muslin sachet, 
fill with lavender flow-
ers and tuck between a 
bed pillow and its case. 
* * * 
Dump Depression: 
Studies show the fragrant 
flowers of  ylang ylang and 
roses help halt depres-
sion.   Furthermore, 
ylang ylang has been 
touted as an anti panic 
treatment.   When added 
to a warm bath, feelings 
of  depression can liter-
ally be washed away. 
Tip: Simply add three 
drops of  rose essential oil 
and four drops of  ylang 
ylang essential oil to a 
tub full of  warm water. 
To induce further relax-
ation, bath by candlelight. 
* * * 
Here are some more 
“tried and true aro-
matherapy aids: 
*To improve concentra-
tion: Blend equal parts of  
basil, cardamom, ginger 
and black pepper essen-
tial oils in a diffuser.  
*To increase alert-
ness: Peppermint, dill 
and coffee essential 
oils dispersed in the 
air might do the trick.  
*To aid memory: Try 
using lily of  the valley 
or coriander essen-
tial oils in a diffuser. 

*Heighten focus by 
combining in a diffus-
er equal parts cypress 
and cinnamon oils.  
*Tame a headache by 
dabbing one drop of  lav-
ender essential oil on 
each temple.  Take sever-
al deep breaths and relax.  
(Note: most essential oils 
should not be applied 
directly to the skin, but 
lavender is one exception). 
* * * 
Organic essential oils 
to transform moods: 
*These oils promote 
inner security and 
self-acceptance:   frank-
incense, jasmine, san-
dalwood, vetiver, cedar-
wood and bergamot.  
* To improve self  esteem 
and confidence,   try 
bay laurel, bergamot, 
cypress, grapefruit, 
jasmine, rosemary or 
orange essential oils.  
*Be the vibrant happy 
person you should be with 
help from grapefruit, 
lemon, orange, rose, san-
dalwood and ylang ylang.  
*Jasmine is the oil to boost 
your spirit help bring 
out your sunnier side. 
*Help dispel negative 
feelings and loneli-
ness with rose, clary 
sage, frankincense 
and Helichrysum oils. 
*Cheer up with the essen-
tial oil of  lemon balm. 

***
Win a Three Course 

Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 

in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 

why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Aromatherapy for What Ails You

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

j j j j j j

Aiden is a resilient, calm, and 
friendly young man who enjoys 
staying active. He loves playing 
sports, especially basketball and 
football, where he can have fun 
and challenge himself. When he’s 
not outside, he likes playing vid-
eo games and watching TV. His 
favorite show is Supernatural, 
which he enjoys for its exciting 
storylines. Aiden’s positive atti-
tude and friendly nature make 
him a joy to be around! 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22543252044 

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.     

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with.    

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care.

Aiden 
Age 14 

Registration # 5427 

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SPRING IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

183 Fiskdale Road Brookfield $675,000

Gorgeous colonial set on 3.6 acres....on the Brookfield/Sturbridge border. Grand 2 story foyer 
w/hardwoods throughout. Fam rm w/vaulted ceilings, tons of natural lighting & fireplace. 1st 
fl offers a bedroom or office, dining room & full bath w/shower & laundry. Open floor plan - 
Kitchen is fully applianced w/tons of storage & granite countertops. 2nd fl has 3 bedrooms & 
2 full baths. Master has walk-in closet & full bath w/jacuzzi tub & separate shower. Basement 
is fully finished w/mud room, huge pantry, what could be an exercise room, craft room, home 
office or 2nd living room. Oversized deck off the back, shed and fire pit area. Easy access to rte 9, 
20, 84 and mass pike. Forced hot water/hydro air/central air, 5 zone. 2 car heated garage under

SOLD

MATTRESS SALE!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
INSTANT

FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$159.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

 VOTED
WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”

2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!

BEAT THE TARIFF PRICE INCREASES!

PRE-SEASON 
A/C
SALE! WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

Courtesy

The David Prouty High School Band has returned from Disney! The band scored “Excellence,” which is a score of 89.5, placing second among the high school concert bands in 
this competition! The Prouty Band received feedback from renowned musicians who were impressed with how we represented our school through music and personalities. Positive 
feedback was provided regarding emotion and connection to the music, as well as telling a story. A huge thanks to our students, chaperones, and Mrs. Forfa for coordinating this 
trip, rehearsals, and so much more to ensure this trip was a success! You can see the band perform on May 6 at 6:30 p.m. here at DPHS, the last concert before the auditorium 
begins the renovation process. See you there!

Hofstra 
recognizes 

student 
employees

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — During 
National Student Employment Week, 
Hofstra University is celebrating the 
impact and experiences of  student 
workers across campus and in the sur-
rounding community. Through the stu-
dent employment program - whether 
through Federal Work-Study or other 
opportunities - students are receiving 
more than just a paycheck. They’re 
building transferable skills, gaining 
practical experience, forming meaning-
ful professional relationships, and in 
many cases, engaging with the wider 
community.

The following list are students that 
are student workers at Hofstra:

Elizabeth Manfield of  Spencer
Jordan Cox of  Spencer
Supporting student employment is 

one of  many ways Hofstra is advancing 
its commitment to student success, a 
key priority of  the Hofstra 100 strate-
gic plan. On-campus jobs help students 
integrate into the University communi-
ty, while Federal Work-Study positions 
connect them with meaningful opportu-
nities both on and off  campus.

The Office of  Student Employment 
plays a central role in supporting 
Hofstra’s student workforce, which 
includes more than 1,100 students each 
year. Amanda Nastasi, manager of  the 
Office of  Student Employment, sees 
firsthand the impact these opportuni-
ties have on students’ personal and pro-
fessional growth. 

“One of  the most gratifying parts of  
my role is meeting a student at the start 
of  their job search and later welcoming 
them into the office for onboarding once 
they’ve secured a position,” she said. 
“It’s a privilege to play a small part in 
students’ journeys, and to watch them 
grow through the student employment 
program.”

Hofstra University’s primary mission 
is to provide a quality education to 
its students in an environment that 
encourages, nurtures, and supports 
learning. At Hofstra, new ideas take 
shape through collaboration, engage-
ment, and interaction. Hofstra students 
create their success with small classes 
and dedicated faculty, alongside a beau-
tiful campus, plus all the opportunities 
of  New York City within easy reach.
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Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, May 6, at 6:00 p.m. at the West 
Brookfield Town Hall, to act on an appli-
cation for a Special Permit, for Gary & 
Karen Brisbois, for the property located 
at 78 Lake View Ave., West Brookfield.  
The applicant wishes to close in an 
area below their deck.  A special permit 
is required as per section(s) -1.5 Non-
conforming structures (a) (et al).
April 17, 2025
April 25, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Paul T. Burke to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, NA, dated March 23, 2007 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 40973, Page 223, as modified 
by a certain modification agreement 
recorded on January 5, 2018, and 
recorded with said Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58283, Page 157, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 12:00 PM on May 
12, 2025, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 94 Clark Road, Spencer, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND 
SITUATED IN SPENCER, 
WORCESTER COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS, ON THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY SIDE OF 
BALDWIN STREET, AND BEING LOT 
NO. 17, AS SHOWN ON A PLAN 
OF WILDWOOD PARK, PREPARED 
BY E.A. CHAMBERLIN, SURVEYOR, 
DATED MAY 1, 1954, AND RECORDED 
WITH THE WORCESTER DISTRICT 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN PLAN BOOK 
197. PLAN 14. SAID LOT CONTAINS 
ABOUT 4,180 SQUARE FEET OF 
LAND, BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING 
AT THE NORTHEASTERLY 
CORNER THEREOF, TO THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF 
BALDWIN STREET, AT A POINT 
ABOUT 154 FEET NORTHWESTERLY 
OF A STONE CULVERT CROSSING 
SAID STREET FOR A BROOK 
EMPTYING INTO STILES LAKE; 
THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY BY 
LOT NO. 16, ABOUT 101.5 FEET; 
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY BY 
LAND NOW OR FORMERLY OF 
EDWARD DESPLAINES ET UX. 
72.76 FEET TO LOT NO. 18; THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY BY LOT NO. 18, 
ABOUT 107.75 FEET TO BALDWIN 
STREET; THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY 
BY SAID STREET, 50 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. SBL 27-72-0.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 11501, Page 377.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The 
balance is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to 
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within 
thirty (30) days from the date of sale. 
Deed will be provided to purchaser 
for recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The description of the 

premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of an error in 
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26861
April 18, 2025
April 25, 2025
May 2, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P0007EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Russell Gardner Auclair
Date of Death: 06/06/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A- Formal Probate fo 
Will has been filed by Amy M. Auclair	
of  Chicopee MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Amy M. Auclair	 of  Chicopee MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/06/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 08, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1415EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Thomas J Arnesen
Also known  as:   

Thomas John Arnesen
Date of Death: 03/10/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by has been filed 
by Arne 0 Arnesen, Jr. 	of  Hampden	
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Arne 0 Arnesen, Jr. of Hampden	
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/20/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 17, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO18P3553PM  

Estate of: 
Frances Laflamme 

CITATION ON PETITION  
FOR ORDER OF  

COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by Anita Pal-
maccio of Lancaster MA
requesting that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account , 
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 05/13/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court
April 14, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 25, 2025

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ADVERTISEMENT

The West Brookfield Housing Au-
thority, the Awarding Authority, in-
vites sealed bids from Electrical Con-
tractors for the EOHLC #307061 Fire 
Alarm System Upgrade project at Olde 
Village Place (667-1) located in West 
Brookfield, MA, in accordance with the 
documents prepared by Hesnor Engi-
neering Associates, PLLC.
The Project consists of but is not lim-
ited to: Removal of existing fire alarm 
system and installation of new ad-
dressable fire alarm control panel and 
devices.
The work is estimated to cost $275,765
Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-

J and to minimum wage rates as re-
quired by M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H 
inclusive.
THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELEC-
TRONICALLY BID AND HARD COPY 
BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
Please review the instructions in the 
bid documents on how to register as 
an electronic bidder. All Bids shall be 
submitted online at biddocs.com and 
received no later than the date and 
time specified.  
General bidders must be certified by 
the Division of Capital Asset Manage-
ment and Maintenance (DCAMM) in 
the following category of work, Electri-
cal, and must submit a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and signed 
DCAMM Prime/General Contractor 
Update Statement.
General Bids will be received until 2:00 
PM on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 and 
publicly opened online, forthwith. 
General bids shall be accompanied 
by a bid deposit that is not less than 
five (5%) of the greatest possible bid 
amount (including all alternates), and 
made payable to the West Brookfield 
Housing Authority.
Bid Forms and Contract Documents 
will be available for review at biddocs.
com on Wednesday, April 23, 2025 
(may be viewed and downloaded elec-
tronically at no cost).
A pre-bid walkthrough is scheduled for 
Friday, May 2, 2025 at 10:00 AM at 29 
East Main Street, West Brookfield, MA. 
Meet at the Community Building (Build-
ing #7).
April 24, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1401EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Beatrice C. Lawrence
Date of Death: 09/23/2024 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Ellen M. 
Lawrence of Wallingford, CT request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Ellen M. Lawrence of Wallingford, CT 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/13/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 18, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 25, 2025

LEGALS

LEICESTER — Leicester High School has released 
its honor roll for the third quarter of  the 2024-2025 
school year.

High Honors
12th Grade: Kayla Bouchard, Sophia Danforth, Ryan 

Delage, Vanessa Finney Madeline Milionis, Alexander 
Ngo, Gia Norcia, Sedona Richard 

11th Grade: Kate Barbato, John Gahagan 
10th Grade: Joshua McCormick 
9th Grade: Brady Bouchard, Zachary Couture, 

Allison Gagne, Annalise Guzman, Haylee Kularski, 
Charlotte Mercer, Max Milionis, Alivia Perry, Paula 
Roberts, Jayke Williams 

Honors 
12th Grade: Jenna Abusalah, Sean Alves, Matthew 

Beique, Jayden Benton, James Colonies-Kelley 
Jacob Cruz, Dylan Delage, Kathryn Dolimount, 
Jason Fournier, Jacqueline Gallant, Alexis Herbert, 
Angela Kitchen, Felix Landor, Benjamin LaPointe, 
Jack Ledbetter, Daymien Lindstrom, Ngoc Ly, Joseph 
Nelson, Jordan Patterson, Kadienne Patterson, Tyler 
Pierce, Dylan Raskett, Brendan Salek, Ella Smith, 
Shya Stephens, Cooper White 

11th Grade: Abigail Baker, Kaylee Buckley, Avery 
Bullock, Timothy Coll, Sophia Comeau, Jacob Cosper, 
Brandon Escobar, Jordan Giggey, Brody Grant, 
Eliannie Guzman Bueno, Emily Hunt, Natalia Kallio, 
Ava Lane, Savannah Lumb, Makayla Lyons Hannah 
Martin, Crislary Martinez Castillo, Augustine 
Marubu, Christopher Moffat, Zoe Morales, Jemima 
Noel, Bethany Parke, Lucas Souza Sampaio, Jack 
Skoglund, Luke Soden Johanna Torres, Nicole Tuson, 

Tyler Williams, Dakota Zinkevich 
10th Grade: Jacob Beaulac, Taylor Gallant, Ariana 

Gursky, Kenneth Lane, Arunas Orloff, Gianna 
Panepinto, Ava Petruzzi, Taylor Rodrique, Phuc Hoai 
Truong, Mary Van Hazinga, Sabrina Wright 

9th Grade: Matthew Alves, Brody Arnberg, 
Muhammad Arslan, Russell Baker, Rory Barrett, 
Kennedy Bates Emma Bernabei, Jude Campbell, 
Sarah Kozlowski, Joseph Kulla, Brock Lopez, Kaylee 
Luby Michael Lupien, Matthew Magoun, Alena 
Martinkova, Julianna McCormick, Trinity Medeiros 
Maia Mitchell, Trevor Moorghen, Brandon Nguyen, 
Juliana Ormon, Katherine Ozarowski Maryangelie 
Rivas, Naya Rodriguez, Nicholas Stuart, Shane Stuart, 
Ryan Sweeney

Leicester High School announces honor roll
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

Serving areas in Massachusetts
Our Services: 

Roofing • Siding
Gutters 

Skylight Installament
Chimney Repair
Exterior Repair

508-689-8295
Reasy to get started? Reach 
out to Willard Roofing today 
for all your exterior needs. 
Our friendly team is here to 
assist you. Contact us now

Swillardroofing.com

ROOFING

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Landscaping
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 

 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 

Septic Systems 
Design, Installation, and Repairs 

• Complete Outdoor Living
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Drainage Solutions
• Asphalt Paving
774-696-3246

Financing Available

DRYER VENT CLEANING

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

• CLOGGED DRYER VENT
• DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW

• MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
•  REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE 
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

774-289-3581
amvdryerexhaust.com

gbmaintco.com 
Daniel Truax  

508-450-7472 

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Residential/Commercial 
Roofing and Siding Specialist

Gutter installations

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Check Out Our
 Reviews Online

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

The two-day event is 
organized in conjunc-
tion with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, which runs 
an annual campaign 
called “The Longest Day” 
around the summer sol-
stice. 

“The idea is that peo-
ple will fight the dark-
ness of  Alzheimer’s on 
the longest day of  the 
year.  All funds raised 
will be directly donat-
ed to the Alzheimer’s 
Association,” read a 
statement promoting the 
event.

For Czyzewski and 

Viens, now in their fourth 
year of  membership on 
Team Memory Mile, it’s 
an honor to hold events 
that expand awareness 
and fundraising. Last 
year, they raised nearly 
$15,000 for the cause.

“Since 2016, we’ve 
proudly supported the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
through  The Longest 
Day  campaign—host-
ing events, building 
community, and raising 
funds for a cause close 
to our hearts,” Czyzewski 
said.  “One constant is 
that our participation 
keeps growing and our 
fundraising goals keep 
increasing.”

During each commu-

nity event, the organiz-
ers are honored to see 
their mother’s legacy 
inspire other families 
to keep fighting to end 
Alzheimer’s disease.

“Our mom, Louise 
‘Weezie’ Peterson, was 
a very special lady—a 
single mom who raised 
five kids in a very lov-
ing home. Weezie was a 
beloved member of  the 
Southbridge/Sturbridge 
community,” Czyzewski 
added. “Throughout 
our years of  fundrais-
ing for the Alzheimer’s 
Association, we’ve talked 
with so many people who 
have that same connec-
tion, through a family 
member or friend. We feel 

very passionately that, by 
working together, we can 
end Alzheimer’s disease.”

Community events 
also provide an opportu-
nity for families affected 
by the disease to build 
solidarity through their 
shared battle.

“When she was first 
diagnosed, our mother 
said that relationships 
were the most import-
ant thing in her life and 
now Alzheimer’s was 
taking them away. With 
Alzheimer’s, you lose 
a family member piece 
by piece,” Czyzewski 
said.  “We are a family 
who want to do some-
thing bigger than our-
selves. And what better 

way to honor our won-
derful mom and make a 
difference, than to host 
our own party to put an 
end to the disease that 
took her life.”

The organizers are hop-
ing to reach the $20,000 
fundraising threshold 
this year. Community 
members are invited to 
join the battle and get 
involved in Summer 
Solstice Fest activities.

“This is a family event. 
Donna and I, our spouses 
and children, our three 
brothers and their spous-
es and children all come 
together to support this 
cause,” Czyzewski said.

For the June 1 inaugu-
ral cornhole tournament, 

sponsored by Southbridge 
Credit Union, registra-
tion begins at 10 a.m. The 
entry fee is $80 per team.

The June 7 celebration 
at Timberyard Brewing 
Company will begin at 1 
p.m. 

“We can’t thank the 
local businesses enough 
for their continued sup-
port of  our events. Their 
donations are an integral 
part of  our success,” 
Czyzewski said.

Timberyard Brewing 
Company is located at 
555 East Main St. in East 
Brookfield. 

FEST
continued from page  A1
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
•Clear Plastic Replacement

•Custom Pontoon Seat Cover
• Cox Pit & Bow Covers

• Seats Reupholster
• Wood Replacements • Mooring Covers

508-867-8072
onsitecanvas@yahoo.com

Google Us
45 Years experience

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

gencies. Additionally, 
scam incidents have sky-
rocketed over the past 
five years, many of  which 
target seniors.

Last year, SPD officers 
handled  87 fraud-relat-
ed cases, plus another 
139 responses encom-
passing Section 12 of  
Massachusetts General 
Laws (which often involve 
emergency mental health 
situations). Additionally, 
officers made 773 motor 
vehicle stops and pro-
cessed 287 accidents.

The SPD also respond-
ed to 67 domestic inci-
dents in 2024.

“These numbers reflect 
a heavy workload for our 
current team, with specif-
ic areas that require addi-
tional focus and resourc-
es,” Befford added.

The police department 
initially requested a pair 
of  new positions—includ-

ing the second detective 
and a day shift officer—
to be funded through the 
override. After receiv-
ing feedback from resi-
dents at public hearings, 
selectmen decided to 
pare down the request to 
include only the detective 
position.

“As our caseload 
increases, having a sec-
ond detective will allow 
us to provide more thor-
ough investigations and 
follow-up on cases,” 
the Chief  explained. 
“Specifically, the rise in 
fraud cases requires ded-
icated investigative time. 
A second detective will 
reduce case backlogs, 
ensure timely investi-
gations, and help close 
cases that might other-
wise go unsolved due to 
limited resources.”

In addition to man-
aging the investigatory 
facets of  the position, a 
second detective would 
also help the department 

address several other 
challenges presented by 
post-pandemic police 
work.

“Recent changes in 
policing have significant-
ly increased the time offi-
cers spend on each call,” 
Befford said. “Officers 
are now required to com-
plete detailed reports for 
each incident, ensuring 
accuracy and compli-
ance with legal stan-
dards. This process can 
be time-consuming, often 
extending the duration of  
routine calls.”

Body-worn cameras 
(BWCs) have also intro-
duced responsibilities 
and procedural expecta-
tions that never previ-
ously existed for officers. 
These include taking 
several steps to ensure 
privacy when releasing 
footage.

“The implementation 
of  BWCs has improved 
transparency and 
accountability. However, 

managing video foot-
age—including storage, 
retrieval, and redac-
tion—adds a layer to 
each incident, further 
extending the time offi-
cers spend on individual 
cases,” Befford said.

A second detective 
would also help free up 
other officers to investi-
gate more incidents. In 
recent years, the flood of  
scam investigations has 
taken time away from 
other critical needs. 
Local seniors have been 
heavily targeted through 
email, text, and social 
media, with scammers 
sending messages regard-
ing bogus unpaid tolls 
and past-due bills. Some 
cybercriminals even go 
as far as fabricating local 
craft fairs, charity events, 
and other community 
programs, then collect-
ing preregistration fees 
or donations online.

“The detective’s work-
load has increasingly 

been burdened by the 
rise in fraud and technol-
ogy-related crimes. These 
cases present unique 
challenges,” Befford said. 
“Fraud and cybercrimes 
often involve intricate 
schemes and require 
specialized knowledge 
to trace and understand. 
Investigators must ana-
lyze digital evidence, 
which can be complex 
and technically demand-
ing.”

Cybercrime cases 
frequently involve col-
laboration with federal 
agencies, financial insti-
tutions, and technology 
experts, adding even 
more layers of  coordina-
tion to the investigative 
process. Additionally, 
legal facets present yet 
another dimension that 
can hinder investiga-
tions. 

“Navigating the legal-
ities of  digital evidence 
and ensuring compliance 
with evolving regulations 

requires meticulous 
attention, further extend-
ing the investigative 
timeline,” Befford added.

Increased training 
requirements also play a 
role in officers’ time man-
agement. Regulations 
now require 32 hours of  
classroom updates, bi-an-
nual firearms training, 
CPR and first aid pro-
grams, and taser certifi-
cation. Additionally, offi-
cers regularly attend spe-
cialized training sessions 
to increase their skills.

For the override to 
pass, an appropriation 
must be approved at 
Town Meeting on May 1. 
The increase in the tax 
levy authority would 
then need to be approved 
by voters at the May 13 
election.

For the latest informa-
tion and announcements 
regarding the override, 
visit the town Web site, 
www.spencerma.gov.

DETECTIVE
continued from page  A1

by school leaders.  “The 
demand for STEM jobs is 
higher in Massachusetts 
than in almost any other 
state. According to a 2022 
report by Commonwealth 
Corporation, 21 percent 
of  the Commonwealth’s 
workforce is employed 
by a STEM industry, sig-
nificantly higher than 
the nation’s average of  14 
percent.”  

LHS engineering 
students are also eli-
gible to receive a Level 
1 certification from 
the Manufacturing 
Advancement Center 
Workforce Innovation 
C o l l a b o r a t i v e 
(MACWIC). This certifica-
tion is available through 
the Massachusetts 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
Extension Partnership. 

“It provides stu-
dents with both the 
basic competency skills 
that entry-level posi-
tions require in today’s 
advanced manufacturing 
environment—and the 
more advanced comput-
er-assisted manufactur-
ing utilized by most man-
ufacturers today,” read 
the statement released by 
school leaders. 

For LHS staff  mem-
bers, it’s exciting to add 
another program that 
provides opportuni-
ties for students to gain 
knowledge and critical 
skills while still in school.

“At LHS, we are commit-
ted to getting our students 
access to industry-rec-
ognized credentials,” 
said LHS Principal Ted 
Zawada. “Our Chapter 74 

and Innovation Career 
Pathway programs are 
specifically designed to 
allow our students access 
to industry credentials 
and a leg up on the com-
petition. The MACWIC is 
another highly desirable 
skill for students to suc-
ceed after high school.”

In addition to earn-
ing industry-recognized 
credentials, students in 
the Innovation Career 
Pathway programs 
must enroll in advanced 
coursework, which are 
eligible for college cred-
its.  Students have a 
number of  options for 
this coursework, includ-
ing participation in AP 
courses and applying for 
college credits by com-
pleting a range of  engi-
neering courses. These 
include Introduction to 
Engineering, Principles 

of  Engineering, 
Computer Integrated 
Manufacturing, and 
Engineering Design and 
Development.  

Students can also par-
ticipate in early college 
courses offered at no cost 
through Worcester State 
University. These courses 
are taken on campus at 
LHS.

School leaders are also 

working with local indus-
try partners, including 
companies like Flexcon 
and St-Gobain.  Leicester 
Public Schools Assistant 
Superintendent Rich 
Lind works closely with 
each partner to help stu-
dents maximize their 
opportunities.

“Industry partners like 
Flexcon and St-Gobain 
are integral to these pro-

grams,” Lind said. “They 
allow us to understand 
what students need to be 
successful in this field, 
and they provide access 
to experts in the industry 
that can guide us in pur-
chasing the right equip-
ment, tools, and mate-
rials, as well as provide 
internship opportunities 
for our students.” 

LHS
continued from page  A1

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



14 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, April 25, 2025

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON —  With 
the air outside warm-
ing up, it’s time to think 
about planting.

“I think everybody 
should grow a garden,” 
said Eric Bromberg. 
“Even if  you only have 
an empty coffee can with 
a hole in it, you should 
plant something at least 
once.”

As a long-term Master 
Gardener and member 
of  the Blackston Valley 
Vegetable Gardeners, he 
was speaking to about 
a dozen people at the 
library on April 15 about 
seed starting. It’s some-
thing he’s done since 
about age seven, when 
his family was surprised 
he was the only one of  
nine grandchildren to get 
the “green thumb.” 

Of  course, he hasn’t 
been teaching it that 
long, just since 2017.

“When the world shut 
down (for Covid), that’s 
when everyone wanted 
to learn how to grow for 
themselves … and I didn’t 
want to pay $3.49 for a 
one-pound bag of  car-
rots,” he recalled. 

Likewise, growing 
from seed is much cheap-
er than starting with 
seedlings: you can get a 
packet of  100-200 seeds 
for the same price as a 
four- or six-pack of  start-
ed plants in small plas-

tic trays. When you get 
seeds, you know what 
variety they are; often, 
the seller doesn’t iden-
tify (and may not even 
know) what the seedlings 
are beyond “tomato” or 
“pepper.”

Here in New England, 
weather makes planting 
a little tricky. Our climate 
doesn’t allow enough 
time for seeds of  sev-
eral major food species 
planted outdoors (termed 
“direct sow”) to grow to 
maturity before fall frosts 
hit, and spring variabil-
ity (late frosts) can kill 
them before they get 
started. To compensate, 
Bromberg urges starting 
many plants indoors.

When you do, the cru-
cial factor is not light. In 
fact, many seeds should 
not get any light until 
their first leaves (termed 
dicots or “seed leaves”) 
emerge, nor should they 
get fertilizer. What they 
need is warmth – a heat 
from the bottom that 
warms up the root zone 
to start, using a heat 
mat, heating pad or even 
the top of  a refrigerator. 
They need a steady tem-
perature of  80-85 degrees, 
but be careful to avoid 
both too hot and too cold, 
and be careful to make 
sure the seed isn’t too 
close to either the top or 
bottom of  the soil it’s in. 
(One-fourth to a half  inch 
down is best; that way, 

they don’t have to push 
up too far to emerge.)

Seeds need “very light” 
watering (by mist spray-
er), and covering them 
with plastic wrap will 
keep the moisture in. 
“Don’t deluge it. You’ll 
drown the seed or dis-
lodge it from the soil,” 
he said.

How long they’ll take to 
emerge can vary greatly 
by species and growing 
conditions. “Some things 
go as quickly as three 
days; some take as long 
as a month,” he said. He 
noted he’s had lettuce 
come up within 24 hours, 
and peas can germinate 
when the soil’s just 35 
degrees. 

Many seeds will ger-
minate by simply being 
wrapped in a damp paper 
towel inside a plastic bag-
gie.

Among the plants that 
do best starting inside 
are tomatoes – “by far the 
most popular vegetable 
in backyard gardens any-
where in the world” – and 
Brussel sprouts, which 
have a very long season. 
As a rule of  thumb, he 
recommended taking the 
“direct sow” date on the 
package and backing it 
up six weeks when plant-
ing indoors.

By contrast, some 
plants are fine to start 
outdoors; in our climate, 
we can often get two crops 
of  them, one planted in- 

or outdoors in spring for 
mid-summer harvest, on 
in mid-summer (start-
ed indoors, because the 
soil’s too hot) for fall har-
vest. Those include rad-
ishes, beets, carrots, zuc-
chini, peas, beans, lettuce 
and broccoli. If  you’re 
growing a plant for its 
leaves (like kale, lettuce 
and broccoli), they’re 
usually shade-tolerant. If  
you want their fruit, they 
usually need a minimum 
of  six to eight hours of  
direct sunlight (some 
quite a bit more).

“If  it’s your first time, 
I’d recommend you start 
with radishes,” he said. 
“(Growing time) can be 
as little as 2.5 weeks,” 
and that’s particularly 
good for children “who 
are looking for instant 
gratification and have no 
patience.”

Bromberg also noted 
a few other details to 
remember. Seeds will 
keep up to five years if  
stored properly, and you 
can determine if  they’re 
still viable by dropping 
them in water: If  they 
sink, they’re good, if  the 
float they’re dead. 
Some plants need 
a minimum of  600-
1,000 “chill hours,” 
where the air tem-
perature is under 
40 degrees, the pre-
vious winter to set 
fruit for next spring. 

When giving 
emerged young 
plants light, they 
need 12-14 hours a 
day. Any flourescent 
bulb is fine, but don’t 
use incandescents; 
they’re too hot. Also, 
the light should only 
be about 1.5 inches 
above the plants and 
directly overhead 
to avoid creating 
“leggy” plants that 
put all their energy 
into growing long, 
thin stems to reach 
the light. He recom-
mended putting the 
plant tray on a pile 
of  books and remov-
ing one at a time as 
they grow.

Only start light-
ly fertilizing them 
after they get their 
third set of  true 
leaves (not the 
dicots). He recom-
mended using fertil-
izer mixtures where 
the numbers are 
close to each other 
(for example, 5/5/5, 

for the N/P/K). Giving 
them too much nitrogen 
(N) will make them tall 
and bushy, but with no 
fruit; giving them too 
much potassium (K) will 
give them strong roots, 
but little or nothing above 
the surface. (That’s good 
for root crops like car-
rots; if  that’s your plant, 
he recommended adding 
a bloodmeal that’s high 
in K to the soil and com-
panion planting with let-
tuce. The P, by the way, is 
phosphorus. If  your root 
crop is potatoes, though, 
they like a lower pH soil 
(about 5.0, when most 
plants prefer 5.5-6.0, he 
said. In either case, “keep 
the plants completely 
covered in soil” with only 
a little greenery above so 
they grow properly.)

When you’re think-
ing about transferring 
indoor seedlings outside, 
you need to make sure 
the plants are ready for it 
by exposing them to the 
change gradually over 
7-10 days (termed “hard-
ening”). For the first 
three days, they should go 
out only for two to three 

hours of  indirect sun; for 
the next three, they get 
three to five hours; and 
for the last four, they get 
four to six hours. 

That should only hap-
pen at temperatures of  
50 degrees or above. Done 
right, “it may not grow 
in height, but you’ll see 
the girth of  the stem 
increase” as the plant 
gets stronger. Done 
wrong, especially with-
out enough time, it caus-
es “transplant shock,” 
and the plant may not 
grow at all.

It’s important to water 
the young plants out-
doors from the bottom, 
and do it before sunrise, 
after sunset, or in over-
cast. Otherwise, the water 
droplets on the leaves will 
concentrate the sunlight 
and scald the plants. He 
noted it’s just the same as 
how it’s much easier for 
people to get sunburned 
early in the season.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Master Gardener introduces audience to seed starting

Gus Steeves 

Eric Bromberg explains how to use a heat mat for starting seeds.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

2006 Excellent 
Running 50 Horse 

Power Yamaha 
Pontoon Boat

 Includes Low Mile Trailer 
$10,900 OBO 
508-868-1218

ESTATE / INDOOR YARD SALE - 
3 Parent Street, Spencer

4/26 & 4/27 8:00AM - 3:00PM - 
NO EARLY ENTRY

50+ years of items! Lots of vintage items!!  
Other items include dining table /chairs, bed 
(headboard & footboard), bureau, hutch, 
living room chair, small kitchen applianc-
es, dishes, glassware, dining sets, bakeware, 
pots, pans, electronics (such as Texas Instru-
ments Home Computer - new in box, Intel-
livision game console/games), records, vin-
tage games, dolls, Denim Days collectibles, 
yard/garden tools and more! If you need it, 
you can probably find it here! 

 Tons of holiday decorations!!!

DUDLEY 
FOR RENT

2 bedroom, 
well kept, 

quiet neighborhood, 
off street parking, 

Call 774-230-7731

TOWN-WIDE

Rutland, MA 
29th Annual Town Wide Yard Sale  

Sat. April 26  
200+ participants

Maps at town lines and on Common 
(Rts 122A and 56) starting at 7:15 AM 

Rain or Shine  ~  Join the Fun!

Leicester Middle 
School announces 

honor roll
LEICESTER —  Leicester Middle School has released its 

honor roll for the third quarter of  the 2024-2025 school year.

8th Grade High Honors
Camden Beaudry, Elijah Belisle, John Derrick, Javier 

Flores, Liam Gentile, Benjamin Hagglund, Natalie 
LaPointe, Papayaw Larbi, Rocco Lauder, Tighe Lauder, 
Kingston Nguyen, Nick Nguyen, Jaedyn Perry, Thinh Pham, 
Malin Stimson, Marielee Valentin, Hunter Wright, Robert 
Zinkevich

7th Grade High Honors
Olivia Cardona, Fiona Liebman, Cadence Medeiros, Sonya 

Potvin, Hailey Rooney, Leah Varney
 
6th Grade High Honors
Juliette Bellisario, Edmund Besse, Aubrey Bullock, 

Brooklyn Bullock, Anna Derrick, Raegan Higgins, Sophia 
Kennedy, Larissa LaFlamme, Nanakwasi Larbi

5th Grade High Honors
Skylar Backstrom, Kaydence Beamenderfer, Vivienne 

Belizaire, Leah Cunningham, Angelica De Brito, Giuliana 
Escobar, Calvin Fryer, Rosalie Hayes, Aoife Kane, Adhuresa 
Latifi, Noah Loosemore, Benjamin Machado, Emmaline 
Milgate, Benjamin Miller, Tylor Moorghen, Layla Mullins, 
Anna Nguyen, Ayva Robidoux, Helena Senko, Taymiyyah 
Sullivan 

Honors

8th Grade Honors
Godfrey Angua-Mante, Jansen Benton, Brody Dufries, 

Avril Halbedel, Braydon Herbert, Liana LaFlamme, Ryan 
Lynch, Lincoln Meloche, Gia Rigiero, Lily Schimke, Serenity 
Whalen 

7th Grade Honors
Dianexiz Acevedo-Ortiz, Elisa Aguirre, Beverly Ampaw, 

Jolene Boudreau, Annika Bowen, Landon Bullock, Justin 
Cai, Avery Cole, Mila Cortes, Bridget Dillon, Athena 
Flanders, Gavin Ford, Adalynn Grant, Shelby Grant, Haidi 
Hadi, Christopher Harrington, Emily Hipple, Isabella Jasgur, 
Ava Johnston, Tyler Kularski, Ayla Lis, Benjamin Marjault, 
Charlie Marttila, Francis Marubu, Chloe Mayotte, Emma 
Mercier, Cole Milgate, Sophia Muzzy, Nana Obeng, David 
Sanborn, Lily Schrader, Rayman Singharaj, Diego Suarez 
Ramirez, Joseph Ukoh, Oliver Underwood, Aiden Valinski

6th Grade Honors
Phillip Armstrong, Mackenzie Beaulac, Victoria Cardona, 

Daniel Ciciliane, Ava Cruz, Logan Curren, Rylee Garrahie, 
Alessandro Guzman, Jealousy Hollyer, Siobhan Kane, 
Andrew Lemerise, Nora MacDonnell, Olivia Maki, Jackson 
McKenzie, Amiah Medina, Stacy Morrobel Dominguez, 
Benjamin Murphy, Logan Perry, Theresa Reynolds, Nevaeh 
Sackor, Hugo Salas, Kason Ward

5th Grade Honors
Maxwell Alade, Gannon Arnberg, Nolan Beaudry, Stratton 

Bombard, Sadie Bosco, Huy Bui, Addyson Conway, Khaleesi 
Dejesus, Tyler Dube, Bailey Foley, Hunter Hayes, Sophia 
Heguys, Haley Johnson, Luke LeBlanc, Jonathan Letourneau, 
Olivia Mason, Jackson McCauley, Santy Melendez Vasquez, 
Addison Murphy, Lily Nguyen, Cobby Obeng, Bentley Payne, 
Blake Potvin, Emilianna Rodriguez, Dominic Salas, Rayden 
Singharaj, Richard Spratt, Branden Ukpong, Enzo Valente 
Senna, Anthony Walsh, Tristan Walsh, Madison Westberg, 
Dylan Williams, Finian Wood, Julian Wooden. 

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
mhicks@c21ne.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 25 years experience!

CENTURY 21!  
A NAME AROUND FOR 
OVER HALF A CENTURY

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Beat the 
Spring 

Market,
call for 
a FREE 
Market 

Analysis
Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

SZYMCZAK SELLS

DUDLEY
SOLD

29 Charlton Rd
$450,000

OXFORD
9 Quoboag Ave

$350,000
 2 Family

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

36 Center Rd $515,000 21 Champlain Dr $619,900

DUDLEY- OVERSIZED RANCH HUDSON- 2,000 SQ. FT. RAISED RANCH

*Sided * 2 Car garage
* 1/2 Acre Lot * Wood Stove

* Kitchen and
Formal Dining Area

* 1/2 Bath off Main Bedroom
* Lower Level Family Room... 

Full Bath

1 West Hollow 
Lane
$435,000

NEW LISTING

WEBSTER- ONE LEVEL LIVING- 2.5 BATHS

*6 Rooms * 2-3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors
 * Well Maintained Mechanicals

*Updated Kitchen
*4 Bedrooms * 7 Rooms

*2.5 Baths * Fireplace

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 
Location! Location! This 
Oversized & Well Main-
tained 2 Family offers 
2,472 sf Total! Apt 1 >1st 
Floor Unit >has 1,052 sf, 3 
BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd & 
3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels 
>1,420 sf, 5 BRs, 2 Baths. 
Corner lot w/.30 acre,   Two 
Car Garage! Patio. 

$559,900

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE 
VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 
UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR 
Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location 
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & 
full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever 
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 
4 Spectacular Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

WEBSTER -
 22 COOPER RD.    

New Construction!  2nd of 4 
Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
self in a New Craftsman Style 
home - Tucked away on Cooper 
Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access 
to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 4 
BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout slid-
er from Basement. 2 Car Garage!

$649,900

13 Units -  4 Well Main-
tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central 
Core” District of Downtown 
Southbridge!!   Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough 
for up to 18 Vehicles!!                      

$1,300,000

44 West Point Rd
1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer 
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom 
kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace! 
Entertainers Dream!  Beautiful 
Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

Webster Lake 
Waterfront  Webster Lake Waterfront 

88 Union Point
Excellent opportunity!  Natural 
Western Facing Shoreline- 
Beautiful Sunsets - Views of 
Middle to North Pond! 7,000 
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage. 
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
ter’s edge! - $660,000

Featured Listing!!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   
Location ~ Location! Move-in ready 
Commercial Office &/or Retail Space ! 
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing 
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in 
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB 
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST Featured  Listing
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING! 

Snug Harbor Villa!
SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 ON DEPOSIT 
Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 ON DEPOSIT
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 ON DEPOSIT
SORRY, SOLD !   

NEW PRCE!! 1640’ direct 
waterfront on Cedar Lake!  
Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pris-
tine, Undeveloped, Private & 
Serene! Potential  for up to 5 
house lots!  119’ roadfront w/
Gravel Drive Access to Land 
& Lake!   A Once in a Lifetime 
Opportunity!     $750,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— In celebration of  its 2025 

theme, “Turning Pages 
for 130 Years,” Haston 
Free Public Library host-
ed a showcase honoring 
authors throughout the 

town’s history.
Held on April 12, the 

event enabled local read-
ers and writers to meet 
several authors and learn 

about their collections.
“Without writers and 

authors, we wouldn’t have 
books. And without books, 
we wouldn’t have librar-
ies,” said Diane Buzzell, a 
library trustee who orga-
nized the event.

The program began 
with a presentation high-
lighting many accom-
plished authors and 
writers from throughout 
North Brookfield’s history, 
going back as far as 1870. 

Guests learned about 
a fascinating lineup of  
historical writers, includ-
ing Amasa and Frances 
Walker, Tryphosa Bates-
Batchelor, William Cullen 
Bryant, George Cohan, 
and William Cary Duncan, 
among others.

More recently, writ-
ers like Tim Parker 
and Richard Johnson 
have added to North 
Brookfield’s rich literary 
history.

“A secretary of  state, 
president of  MIT, inter-
national concert singer, 
lawyers, and scientists cre-

ating computer program-
ming and spacesuits for 
the Apollo mission were 
just some of  their amazing 
talents,” Buzzell added. 
“These people lived among 
us, walking the streets of  
North Brookfield and call-
ing it home.”   

Following the historical 
presentation, local writ-
ers described their back-
grounds, inspirations, and 
writing processes before 
sharing passages from 
their works. 

Guests enjoyed hearing 
Brianna Lamb’s poetry, 
Kristi Seymour’s moving 
memories of  a close friend, 
and Tammy Doherty’s pas-
sages interweaving town 
aspects into her mystery 
fiction. 

The program con-
cluded with author Jack 
McClintock sharing his 
poetry and other works. 

Presenters enjoyed the 
opportunity to share their 
works and connect with 
local readers.

“I recited four poems, 
and the other three 

authors read from their 
books and talked about 
their writing experiences. 
They ranged from mem-
oirs and short stories to 
romance,” said Lamb, who 
also serves as the library’s 
youth services specialist.

After the authors shared 
their works, guests enjoyed 
refreshments while pur-
chasing books from writ-
ers on the panel. Guests 
said they appreciated the 
opportunity to meet local 
writers and learn about 
books inspired by central 
Massachusetts.

Buzzell is thanked for 
the hard work she put into 
organizing the program. 
She also made a display 
celebrating the town’s lit-
erary history.

For more information 
about upcoming library 
events, or to register for 
an activity, call 508-867-
0208. You may also send an 
email to: hastonfreepubli-
clibrary@gmail.com.

The library is located at 
161 North Main St.

arte’s
ome

furniture & mattress
H

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA • 508-438-4400 • harteshome.com

While Supplies Last
 Hurry in for best selection!

Get Deep Discounts 
on the exsiting Stock 

and Floor Models!

We need to clear 
out our inventory to 
make room for the 

new collections. 

MATTRESS 
CLOSE-OUTS!

furniture 
& mattress

$400 Off

$200 Off

$800  Off

$600 
Off

Stearns & Foster

 $400 
Off
Sealy

STOCK & 
FLOOR 
MODEL

CLOSEOUTS

STOCK & 
FLOOR 
MODEL

CLOSEOUTS

Huge Savings on In-Stock Mattresses & Floor Models

STOCK & 
FLOOR MODEL

CLOSEOUTS

STOCK & 
FLOOR MODEL

CLOSEOUTS

STOCK & 
FLOOR MODEL

CLOSEOUTS

SINCE 1850

Thanks for 
giving us

Nobody makes it to their 175th year alone. We’ve  
been a part of this community since before cars,  
before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations  
of community members have put their trust in us, 
despite all the changes in the world, all the things 
we’ve had to weather. And, together, we’ve come out 
all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years, 
we’re giving 175 gifts to the community this year.  
We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

16516_CBM_AnniversaryPrintAd_ONE_5x7_StonebridgePapers.indd   1

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH BUFFET

10am-3pm reservations required

$39.99/person 
12 and under $12.99
Call to make your reservation today!

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
4/25 Kylie Harris 4/26 your MotHer

5/2 Ciara Cargiulo 5/9 Missy and MiKe

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

Library showcases authors throughout 
North Brookfield’s history

Courtesy

Writers from throughout North Brookfield’s history are celebrated with a special display at a 
recent library showcase.
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