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WEBSTER — The United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla, 
Massachusetts will be instructing a 
one-day boating safety course at the 
Webster Fire Department, 55 Thompson 
Rd., Nov. 2 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  It is time 
to get your family’s boating knowledge 
and skills ready for the waters and for 
required Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
or Connecticut Certification.

This course was developed to pro-
vide the skills and confidence needed to 
explore the coast and inland waters; and 
the basic knowledge necessary to have 
safe, enjoyable boating experiences.  
This course is perfect for families that 
have just purchased any type of  boat or 
are planning to in the future, including 
paddlecraft, and for the boater keep-
ing up with changes to boating reg-

ulations and laws.  
Some marline-
spike seamanship 
(knots etc.) will 
also be included, 
along with the new 
Rhode Island regu-
lations.  Successful 
completion of  the 
course will certify 
any minor, from 12 
to 16 years of  age, 
to operate a pow-
erboat, including 
a Personal Water 
Craft / Jet Ski 
(for 16 & 17-year-
old operators), on 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
waters; in con-

junction with the Mass. Environmental 
Police.  Certification requirements for 
MA may be expanded in the future; 
approved by NASBLA this course cov-
ers requirements to operate a vessel 
in other states and many countries 
where boating safety education is man-
datory; including RI and CT where it 
is required for all PWC operators and 
most boaters.  Most boating insurance 
companies offer a discount on premi-
ums for successful completion of  this 
course.  The Webster course is limited 
to 30 students; an additional course at 
this popular location may be scheduled 
with interest.  

Register by Oct. 28, as space is lim-
ited!

The USCGAux. offers courses at no 
charge however there is a $45 fee for 
the cost of  materials including the Boat 
America textbook, handouts, and certi-
fication(s). Participants under the age 
of  16 must be accompanied in person by 
a registered parent/guardian. 

Contact our Public Education Officer 
Phil Kubat for registration or addition-
al

information: email phil.uscgaux@
verizon.net or call (508) 478-3778.

Coast Guard offers boating safety 
certification course
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Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Brownie! 
Meet our next eligible 
bachelor, Brownie! He 
has been waiting for his 
forever home for quite 
sometime. He is looking 
for a special home where 
he can soak up all the 
love for himself, and he 
deserves it! Brownie does 
not like to share, and he 
is quite the ladies man. 
He is very loyal to his 
person, because of this 
he needs to go to a one 
person household. He is an easy going guy who likes to spend his 
days going on walks, doing some sunbathing outside, then coming 
in to enjoy some cuddles on the couch. If you’re looking for a sweet 
boy who will be your most loyal sidekick your search is over!

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC
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ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST/CIRCULATION 9/17/24

BROOKFIELD 
$340,000, 65 Molasses Hill Rd, 3b 

Brookfield Rt, and Tessier, Brian J, 
to Niven, Gwendolyn, and Dempsey, 
Thomas.

$70,000, 13 Boyes Ave, Kearns, 
Kim, and Kearns, John, to K 
Chalmers LLC.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$502,000, 18 South St, Piascik, 

Karol, and Piascik, Justyna, to 
Hroni, Damiano, and Hroni, 
Julinda.

$410,000, 402 Stafford St, Andrade, 
Robert, to Rivera, Nikolle.

$400,000, 98 Brown St, Dyson Jr, 
Jon W, to Jones, Jared.

$110,000, 47 Howard Ter, Pileggi, 
Richard, to Zhu, Shigen.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$450,000, 4 King Rd, Cote, Randy 

A, to Rodriguez, Jordan, and 
Rodriguez, Hannah.

$437,000, 34 Gilbert St, Kassis 
Group LLC, to Cruz, Erin M, and 
Cruz, Alex S.

$410,000, 16 Nursery Ave #B, 16 
Nursery Ave LLC, to Yamoah, Eric 
A, and Yamoah, Juliet B.

SPENCER
$375,000, 16 Lambs Grv, Nguyen, 

Bobby, and Tran, Kathy, to Crago, 
Mackenzie, and Crago, Timothy.

$325,000, 26 May St, Rodriguez, 
Jordan, and Rodriguez, Hannah, to 
Graham, Colleen A.

WARREN
$479,900, 451 Cronin Rd, Paquette 

Bro Contracting, to Mruk, Marcin, 
and Christian, Valerie.

$345,000, 291 Crouch Rd, 
Whitcomb Jr, Duane E, and 
Whitcomb, Joann, to Berthiaume, 
Ross E, and Berthiaume, Tina C.

$122,500, 32 Richardson St, 
Freedom Mortgage Corp, to 
Antonio, Debra, and Antonio, 
Kevin.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$650,000, 107 E Main St, Honey 

Bee Farms Prop LLC, to Nicola 
Farms LLC.

$650,000, 108 E Main St, Honey 
Bee Farms Prop LLC, to Nicola 
Farms LLC.

$650,000, 19 Freight House Rd, 
Honey Bee Farms Prop LLC, to 
Nicola Farms LLC.

$650,000, 46 Foster Hill Rd, Honey 
Bee Farms Prop LLC, to Nicola 
Farms LLC.

$525,000, 43 E Main St, Varnum, 
Marc A, to Milestone Funeral Svcs 
Of.

$325,000, Long Hill Rd #3, T-C-P 
Enterprises Inc, to Sea Monster 
Bills Squid E, and Culverwell, 
Justin P.

$82,500, 39 Foster Hill Rd, Honey 
Bee Farms Prop LLC, to Nac 
Ventures LLC.

$67,500, 91 E Main St, Honey Bee 
Farms Proeprtie, to Piermarini, 
Garrett.

Leicester Senior Citizens Club 
announces final bus trips of 2024
LEICESTER — As we rapidly approach the holiday season, 

guests are invited to take advantage of  the final two bus trips 
organized by the Leicester Senior Citizens Club.

On Nov. 8, a bus trip will take guests to the New England 
Christmas Festival at Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, CT.  Shop 
over 300 pop-up shops full of  handmade crafts and specialty 
foods. There is also access to the casino on site. 

The cost of  this trip is $64 per person.
On Dec. 10, a bus will take guests to the Kennebunkport 

Christmas Prelude, a seaside holiday celebration in Maine. 
Lunch will be offered at Jonathan’s Restaurant in Ogunquit 
(included in the trip). 

The cost of  this trip is $88 per person.
All bus trips depart from the Leicester Senior Center (40 

Winslow Ave.). Departure times are strictly enforced, so please 
arrive early for your trip.  

Bus trips are open to all area residents.  
Full payment is due two weeks before each trip’s departure. 

Payment must be in the form of  a check made payable to the 
“Leicester Senior Citizens Club.”  

For more information about the trips, or to make a reserva-
tion, call trip coordinator David Wood at 508-330-1118.
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — With Halloween 

and the holiday season quick-
ly approaching, central 
Massachusetts residents are 
encouraged to check out local 
fairs, festivals, and programs 
this fall.

Whether you’re looking 
for Halloween decorations, 
Thanksgiving supplies, or 
Christmas gifts, area crafters, 
vendors, and event organizers 
have something for everyone.

In Brookfield, the 45th annual 
Apple Country Fair will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 12, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will 
bring thousands of  guests to the 
Brookfield Town Common for a 
day of  fun and festivities.

Highlights will include fund-
raisers; dozens of  crafters; food 
trucks; and the famous apple pie 
contest.

“Fairgoers can browse and 
buy hand-knit 
sweaters and 
blankets, carved 
wooden bowls 
and décor, beaded 
jewelry, specialty 
soaps and lotions, 
hand-crafted toys, 
locally-produced 
honey, and more,” 
read a statement 
released by event 
organizers.

Proceeds from 
the event will ben-
efit the Brookfield 
Community Club, 
a charitable orga-
nization that 
awards grants to 
enrich communi-
ty life.

To learn more 
about the festival 
and how you can 
get involved, visit 
www.applecoun-
tryfair.com. 

Meanwhile, cen-
tral Massachusetts 
officials urge res-
idents to think 
local this shop-
ping season and 
support vendors 
at area festivals. 
As we look deeper 
into the fall, addi-
tional craft fairs 
will take place 

at Tantasqua Regional High 
School in Sturbridge (Nov. 9), 
Oxford High School (Dec. 7), and 
Auburn High School (Dec. 14).

Leicester High School will 
also host its holiday craft fair 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.

An array of  local church fairs, 
festivals, and other programs 
will also take place this fall sea-
son. Guests are invited to enjoy 
the seventh annual Pumpkin 
Patch organized by Sturbridge 
Federated Church.

Running from Sept. 28 
through Oct. 31, the Pumpkin 
Patch will be located between 
Town Hall and Joshua Hyde 
Library in Sturbridge. 

“Let everyone know the 
best place to get your autumn 
decorations is the Sturbridge 
Federated Church. Our 
high-quality pumpkins and 
gourds are grown by the Navajo 
Nation,” read a statement 

released by organizers. “We also 
offer locally produced mums, 
hay bales, and cornstalks. Most 
of  our proceeds support our 
ministries, including local and 
regional charities.” 

Weather permitting, the 
hours of  operation for the 
Pumpkin Patch are: Monday 
through Friday (10:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m.); Saturday (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.); 
and Sunday (11 a.m. to 6 p.m.).

Featured activities will 
include a pumpkin carving 
demonstration by a professional 
carver (Oct. 5); pumpkin stories 
for children (Oct. 12 and Oct. 
26); Rock Voices singers; pho-
tos with a scarecrow (available 
daily); a corn hole toss activity 
(available daily); and pumpkin 
bowling (available daily).

For more information about 
this year’s Pumpkin Patch, 
please contact the church office 
at 774-304-1021. You may also 
visit www.sturfed.org. 

For informa-
tion on other 
local church 
events and activ-
ities, contact 
church leaders 
in your commu-
nity.

Local fairs and 
festivals roll on

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

C H A R L T O N 
— “Everyone has the 
right to secure his or her 
home from intrusion of  
another’s poison.”

That quote came from 
one of  Rachel Carson’s 
last public appearanc-
es, testifying before 
Congress when she was 
deathly ill with cancer in 
1964. But its message is 
still relevant, maybe even 
more so, now, and retired 
professor Ellen Duzak 
brought that message to 
a Southbridge Garden 
Club talk in Charlton last 
week.

Duzak said Carson’s  
message of  humanity’s 
ecological interdepen-
dence with other species 
was a new and some-
times controversial one 
in that era. Carson grew 
up during the heyday of  
what was called the “nat-
ural studies movement” 
of  the early 1900s, and 
was raised a reformist 
Presbyterian, with her 
family believing in “fix-
ing nature.” 

While her youthful 
education focused large-
ly on what nature could 
do for humanity, “what 
she got from it was a 
biocentric idea.” Carson 
started expressing that in 
print with four articles 
in St Nicholas magazine, 
a quite popular media 
source then, before she 
graduated high school in 
1925. They helped her get 
into what was then the 
Pennsylvania College for 
Women (now Chatham 
University) as an English 
major, where she was 
praised for her writing. 

But one of  her advisors 
saw her interest in biolo-

gy, and pushed her in that 
direction instead, leading 
to a master’s in marine 
biology at Johns Hopkins 
despite the fact she’d 
“never seen the ocean.” 
That changed rapidly. 
Before long, eight weeks 
in the “completely equal” 
(in terms of  male-female 
and student-scientist) 
atmosphere of  Woods 
Hole Marine Biology Lab 
(MBL) set Carson on the 
path that would make her 
famous and connect her 
with “the elite” of  world 
biologists in that era. 
As Duzak noted, Carson 
would later send “the 
best minds in the world” 
10-15 letters a day for both 
friendly correspondence 
and scholarly research.

“She ends up finding 
her voice and who she is 
at the MBL,” she said.

Like most female scien-
tists and other profession-
als of  that era, Carson 
never married (women 
had to resign their jobs 
if  they did). She got her 
feet wet professionally at 
the US Fisheries Division 
(now Fish & Wildlife) 
as one of  the first two 
women hired there, writ-
ing “every pamphlet 
known to mankind.” Her 
boss and friend told her 
“the government doesn’t 
deserve this” and urged 
Carson to submit to the 
Atlantic. When she did, 
the magazine ran it with 
the comment that it 
would “fire the imagina-
tion of  the layman.”

Reading it prompt-
ed publisher Simon & 
Schuster to ask Carson to 
write them a book, which 
became “Under the 
Sea-Wind.” Duzak said 
Carson wrote it on the 
Beaufort, N.C. seashore 
“because of  the tides and 

the full moon,” walking 
the beach at night with 
“a profound sense of  
awe.” Her mother helped 
as her secretary, typing 
Carson’s notes.

Upon publication, it got 
good reviews and “acco-
lades,” but the timing 
was awful. It came out 
just before the US entered 
World War II in 1941, so it 
sold poorly.

Duzak noted that kind 
of  luck seemed common 
for Carson – “Something 
wonderful happens, and 
something terrible, and 
she always makes her 
peace with it.” Part of  
that peace came from 
“creat[ing] an ecological 
social world as well as a 
professional world.” She 
had to juggle her research 
in various places, caring 
for mom, siblings, nieces 
and a nephew, activism in 
Audubon and more. Her 
journeys took her all over 
the nation, with favorite 
sites including Parker 
River on Cape Ann, 
Boothbay Harbor, ME, 
a visit to Georges Bank 
on the Albatross III, and 
even a brief  dive in one 
of  the era’s cumbersome 
diving suits at Key West.

They led to her second 
book “The Sea Around 
Us,” which Duzak 
described as expressing 
the ocean as “a web of  
life, an ecological whole” 
and advocating for pro-
tecting it. That book also 
won awards and became 
“a runaway best-seller” 
because “people are look-
ing for some big answers.” 
A New York Times critic 
praised Carson as being 
“a physical scientist with 
literary genius.”

Success enabled Carson 
to quite the Fisheries ser-
vice and devote time to 

research and writing in 
1952. Spending summers 
at Woods Hole and liv-
ing in Southport, Maine, 
“she’s in seventh heav-
en,” Duzak said. 

Over the next few 
years, Carson wrote 
“Edge of  the Sea” (look-
ing at how the coastline 
nurtures life), “A Sense of  
Wonder” (a child-focused 
book written largely for 
her nephew Roger) and 
Silent Spring (sparked by 
receiving letters about 
birds dying “as soon 
as they’re spraying”). 
Duzak noted the latter’s 
working title was “Man 
Against the Earth,” with 
“Silent Spring” 
as a chapter title, 
but friends said 
the original title 
would be seen as 
“ugly and toxic” 
and urged her not 
to publish.

Of  course, that’s 
what it was about – 
the toxic effects of  
DDT. At that time, 
Duzak said, the 
common (chemi-
cal-company-pro-
moted) idea was 
to kill all insects. 
When “Silent 
Spring” came out 
in 1962, Monsanto, 
DuPont, the 
USDA and others 
attacked her as “a 
communist and a 
subversive” and 
claimed “if  you 
don’t spray, crops 
will die and every-
one will starve.” 

But Carson 
got support from 
various sources, 
including garden 
clubs, Sierra Club, 
President John 
Kennedy and 
Interior Secretary 

Stuart Udall. Those led to 
Congressional hearings 
and a CBS-TV interview 
in her home when she 
was so sick she had to be 
“propped up.” It was seen 
by 15 million people. 

The combination 
of  those efforts led to 
DDT being banned, the 
Clean Air and Clean 
Water acts being passed, 
and the creation of  
the Environmental 
Protection Agency over 
the next several years. 
Subsequent decades have 
seen the discovery of  
other toxins with wide-
spread ecological impact, 
including endocrine dis-

ruptors, PFAS and micro-
plastics. Environmental 
concern has largely gone 
mainstream, but also 
faces renewed corporate 
pressure against regula-
tions and Supreme Court 
decisions undermining 
EPA authority to do so.

Carson didn’t live long 
enough to see those hap-
pen, dying April 14, 1964. 
But, as Duzak concluded, 
“She’s still with us today, 
guys. She’s still with us.” 

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Presentation pays tribute to Rachel Carson

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

4 ALMOST NEW 
WINTER SNOW TIRES

( 2 - 3 thousand miles)
Firestone Winterforce LT tires.

Size, LT225/75 R16
(40,000 mile
 tread life)

Paid $160.00 each.
Sell for $80.00 each.
John (508)596-8065

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING

TOWN OF SPENCER
The Town of Spencer Water Department will be flushing fire 
hydrants throughout the eastern part of the distribution sys-
tem starting September 30th thru October 31st 2024.
Flushing removes sediment from the water mains to help 
maintain water quality. When the Water Department staff is in 
the immediate area, residents could experience loss of
pressure and short periods of rusty water. We are sorry for any 
inconvenience this may cause. A daily list of the flushing loca-
tions will be posted on the Spencer town website www.spen-
cerma.gov each day by 8:00AM (click on Departments, then 
click Water Department, then click Hydrant Flushing 2024). If 
you have any concerns, please feel free to contact the Spencer 
Water Department office at 508-885-7525. Thank you.

PLOW DRIVERS
The Town of West Brookfield Highway Department is look-
ing for part-time plow drivers
This is an on-call position. Duties require a background in 
light and heavy equipment operation. High School Diploma 
or G.E.D. is required or experience may be substituted. Snow 
plowing experience is preferred but not required
Must have a valid, clean MA Driver’s License and a DOT 
physical card. Starting pay is $20.82/hour or $23.85/hour 
with a Class B License with air brakes.
This position is not eligible for benefits. Alcohol, controlled 
substance and criminal background testing is mandatory. 
Applications are available on the Town Website @ wbrook-
field.com
Application deadline:  Friday, November 1, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.
Please contact:  Jim Daley
(508) 867-1417 or via email jdaley@wbrookfield.com
The Town of West Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

and values diversity at all levels of the workforce. EOE

Attention North Brookfield 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
October 1ST 2024 through November 8th 2024

The North Brookfield Water Department will be flushing wa-
ter mains throughout town beginning Tuesday, October 1st 
2024 through Friday, November 8th 2024.
The purpose of the flushing is to remove sediment buildup in 
the mains.  The flushing may result in temporary discoloration 
of the water, caused by small particles dislodged during the 
flushing.  This discoloration might stain your laundry, espe-
cially white materials.  
Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30AM and 
3:30PM.  We post our daily flushing schedule on the North 
Brookfield Water Department Facebook page.  If you would 
like additional information, please call the Water Department 
at (508) 867-0207.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 9/23/24 was $3.05 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Pepperoni
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Meatball
 Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

W O R C E S T E R 
— The Quinsigamond 
Community College 
Foundation has elected 
its new president, Jorgo 
Gushi, QCC alum and 
technical account manag-
er at MathWorks, a global 
company specializing in 
technical computing soft-
ware for engineers and 
scientists. Gushi’s nom-
ination was approved 
by unanimous vote on 
Sept. 17, replacing for-
mer president Matthew 
Wally, vice president 
of  Audit, Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
and Fair Lending at 
UniBank, who led the 
Foundation for two years.

“I am eager to raise 
awareness about the vital 
role community colleges 
play, particularly QCC,” 
Gushi stated. “Returning 
to where my educational 
journey began is thrill-
ing, and I am committed 
to supporting the col-
lege’s mission of  provid-
ing equitable education 
and preparing the local 
workforce. My achieve-
ments are deeply rooted 
in the foundation QCC 
provided me.”

Gushi’s journey with 
QCC began in 2018 after 
he moved to the United 
States from Albania, 
enrolling immediately 
after high school.

“Arriving in the U.S. 
alone to live with my 
Greek and Albanian-
speaking grandparents, I 
balanced improving my 
English, attending col-
lege, and caring for them 
while working part-time. 
I want to inspire others 

to understand that dedi-
cation and hard work can 
lead to significant accom-
plishments,” Gushi 
shared.

Despite these challeng-
es and the need to adapt 
to a new culture, Gushi 
fully embraced and par-
ticipated in college life. 
In 2019, he was elected 
as president of  the QCC 
Student Government 
Association and chair 
of  the statewide Student 
Advisory Council (SAC) 
to the Massachusetts 
Board of  Higher 
Education, a role he held 
for three years. During 
his tenure, he worked 
to advance open educa-
tional resources and 
championed a successful 
campaign that changed 
a state law, which now 
allows part-time students 
to run for student trustee 
positions.

After his time at QCC, 
Gushi pursued further 
education at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI), where he earned 
both a Bachelor of  
Science and Master of  
Science in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering.

In 2022, Gushi received 
official citations from the 
Office of  the Governor, 
the Massachusetts 
State Senate and the 
Massachusetts House of  
Representatives for his 
contribution to advanc-
ing public higher edu-
cation. The same year, 
Gushi also received a 
GOLD award, given to 10 
outstanding WPI gradu-
ates from the previous 10 
years.

“Jorgo is going to 
be fantastic. Being an 
alum puts him in a very 
strong position to share 
the experience that stu-
dents are going through,” 
Wally said.

Under Wally’s lead-
ership, the Foundation 
offered various support 
to QCC students, faculty 
and staff  through direct 
student scholarships, 
funding for special aca-
demic projects and invest-
ments in the HomePlate 
Food Pantry & Resource 
Center, which will con-
tinue under Gushi’s lead-
ership

“It’s been an honor to 
serve. The benefits that 
I received from being 
part of  the Foundation 
are ten-fold what I’ve 
given. I run into QCC 
alumni weekly and see 
the quality of  graduates 
who are contributing to 
the economic vitality of  
greater Worcester,” Wally 
said, adding, “The other 
Foundation directors 
and the QCC staff  and 
faculty are so committed 
to the mission. Without 
them, QCC wouldn’t be as 
strong as it is today.”

Other changes in the 
QCC Foundation include 
the nomination and elec-
tion of  Diane Giampa, 
chief  community engage-
ment officer at Bay State 
Savings Bank, who will 
serve as the new clerk. 
Giampa has been a board 
member since 2019, 
spearheading multiple 
efforts to recruit and 
engage new and current 
directors.

The mission of  the 

QCC Foundation is to 
raise funds and provide 
the resources to support 
the college in advancing 
educational and eco-

nomic opportunities in 
Central Massachusetts, 
make impactful com-
munity connections and 
create and expand on 

initiatives to ensure stu-
dents have a successful 
academic experience.

WORCESTER — The 
Worcester Regional 
Transit Authority 
(WRTA) is excited to 
announce the celebration 
of  its  50th Anniversary, 
marking five decades of  
providing reliable, acces-
sible, and affordable 
transportation services  
to 37 communities in 
Central Massachusetts. 

WRTA will host 
two special events on 
Thursday, Sept. 26 to com-
memorate this signifi-
cant milestone.  The first 
celebration, exclusively 
for Advisory Board mem-
bers and invited guests, 
will take place at the 
WRTA  Maintenance & 
Operations Facility at 11 
a.m. Later in the day, a 
Rider Appreciation Event 
will be held at 2 p.m. at 
the WRTA Central Hub, 
located at 60 Foster St. 

The 50th Anniversary 
celebration will feature 
remarks from local offi-
cials, transportation 
leaders, and communi-
ty advocates. Keynote 
speakers will reflect on 

WRTA’s evolution from 
its founding in 1974 to 
becoming the central 
transportation network 
in the region. The events 
will also showcase a spe-
cial 1974-themed wrapped 
bus, celebrating WRTA’s 
history and contributions 
to the community. 

As part of  the 50th 
Anniversary festivi-
ties, WRTA invites the 
community to a Rider 
Appreciation Event at 
the Central Hub. The 
event will include a tour 
of  the 50th Anniversary 
themed bus, giveaways, 
and opportunities for 
riders to engage direct-
ly with WRTA staff. This 
celebration highlights 
the critical role riders 
have played in WRTA’s 
growth and success over 
the years. 

Since its incorpo-
ration in 1974, WRTA 
has been instrumental 
in connecting Central 
Massachusetts residents 
to jobs, schools, medical 
facilities, and essential 
services. Over the last 50 

years, WRTA has grown 
into a vital network that 
serves thousands of  
riders daily. The orga-
nization has continual-
ly adapted to meet the 
evolving needs of  the 
community and remains 
committed to improving 
service quality. 

As WRTA looks toward 
the future, it will continue 
to embrace technological 
advancements, enhance 
service offerings, and 
promote more sustain-
able transit solutions. 

“These events are 
about saying ‘thank 
you’ to our riders, con-
tractors, members of  
our Advisory Board and 
community partners,” 
said Administrator Josh 
Rickman. “For 50 years, 
they have been the driv-
ing force behind every-
thing we do. They are all 
at the heart of  our oper-
ations, and this anniver-
sary is the perfect time to 
celebrate their continued 
trust and support.”

QCC Foundation elects alum 
as new president

Worcester Regional Transit 
Authority celebrates 

50th anniversary
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — When 
you run into Scott 
Maloney, it sure doesn’t 
look like he’s dead.

But for a while 20 years 
ago, he was.

One night in September 
2004, while a senior 
at Worcester’s Becker 
College, Maloney did 
what college kids often 
do – went out drinking. 
When he came home 
that night, he found he’d 
locked his room keys 
inside, and thought he 
could climb in by way of  
the window.

He didn’t make it.
“Every parent’s worst 

nightmare is receiving 
that phone call,” Maloney 
said of  that night. “That 
call” was from the hos-
pital telling his parents 
to come to the ER, where 
they were “told to say 
goodbye.” 

He’d fallen four stories 
and landed on his head, 
leaving him officially 
brain dead at age 21.

But the doctors gave 
him long emergency sur-
gery, and Maloney spent 
“weeks in a coma, months 
in a semi-coma,” and 
even longer recovering 
the ability to talk, walk 
and perform other basic 
functions. He described 
that period as “the big-
gest challenges I’ve ever 

encountered.”
Traumatic brain inju-

ries (TBI) are extreme-
ly widespread, but 
seriously undercount-
ed. According to the 
National Institutes of  
Health Web site (https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
books/NBK580076/), mul-
tiple studies have found 
a huge range of  TBI fre-
quency, often due to the 
lack of  consistent record-
ing systems in various 
countries and the fact 
many minor TBIs never 
get diagnosed. One study 
from 2019 “estimated a 
TBI incidence of  939 per 
100,000 population [glob-
ally], which included 55.9 
million mild and 5.48 mil-
lion severe TBIs annually. 
These estimates are far 
higher than any other 
global estimates, yet are 
unlikely to include false-
ly identified cases of  peo-
ple with TBI, and there-
fore provide some idea of  
the extent of  TBI under-
counting.”

In the US, the Centers 
for Disease Control start-
ed tracking TBIs in 1989, 
that page states. “The cen-
ter’s most recent report 
provides information on 
TBI mortality in 2017, 
including an estimated 
61,131 TBI deaths,” the 
site states. “...Throughout 
this period, TBI death 
rates were significantly 
higher for males than for 

females and were high-
er for American Indian/
Alaska Native people 
than for other reported 
racial/ethnic groups. 
The leading causes of  
TBI death included motor 
vehicle crashes, falls, sui-
cide, and homicide.” That 
same year also saw just 
under 224,000 TBI hospi-

talizations.
Of  the total, 48 per-

cent came from falls, as 
Maloney’s did. The NIH 
data show a general trend 
of  growing frequency as 
people get older, with a 
huge jump for those age 
75-plus. (The lowest risks 
were for ages 5-14.)

“I realized I could 

either get better or get 
bitter,” he recalled to a 
small audience at Gladys 
Kelly Library last week. 

A big part of  recov-
ery for him was being 
“blessed with the ability 
to motivate myself” and 
having a “great support 
system” in his family.

Today, Maloney brings 
his experience to audi-
ences in various forms as 
an effort to remind people 
to remember “you don’t 
got to, you get to” do the 
basic tasks of  life, some-
thing he almost didn’t get 
the chance to do. The core 
message was to remem-
ber “the two most power-
ful words” – “I am...” 

“The words you follow 
that with will dictate 
your future,” he said, 
encouraging the audi-
ence to repeat after him 
positive thoughts about 
themselves. Many people 
experiencing loss (of  per-
sonal skills, loved ones 
or many other things) 
tend to go down “a rabbit 
hole” of  negative think-
ing, sometimes includ-
ing suicidal thoughts. 
Maloney noted that’s “a 
permanent solution to a 
temporary situation.”

“If  you see me, hear 
me, or feel my energy, 
you’re still in the game.”

Instead of  going that 
way, “don’t water the 
weeds, fertilize the flow-
ers,” he said. “... The best 

way to fix problems” is to 
help others. 

That can be as basic as 
approaching them with 
a smile. “There are over 
7,000 languages, and a 
smile speaks them all,” 
he said. 

Recovery, though, also 
requires personal disci-
pline, because “it’s going 
to be harder before it gets 
easier,” he learned.  “... 
If  you truly want some-
thing that’s realistically 
attainable and you don’t 
have discipline, you will 
feel regret.”

He credited his brother 
for pushing him to recov-
er – sometimes literally, 
as in pushing his wheel-
chair into the YMCA pool 
for therapy sessions.

In Maloney’s case, 
those trials have included 
PTSD and daily seizures, 
multiple medications, 
and other “consequences 
you can’t charm your way 
out of,” he said. One of  
them was a total change 
of  career – he’s now a 
TV reporter and speaker, 
but in high school and 
college, he wanted to be 
a cop.

“I’ve talked in many 
places, but I’ve never met 
the doctor who saved my 
life,” he noted.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

SEAFOOD TRIO 
PUMPKIN PANCAKES
ARE BACK FOR FALL! 

FRIDAY 9/27 & SATURDAY 9/28
Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY

 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 10/31/24

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

   SPENCER — The 
largest grassroots cultur-
al funding network in the 
nation, the Local Cultural 
Council (LCC) Program 
enriches the cultural life 
of  all cities and towns in 
Massachusetts. Led by 
municipally appointed 
volunteers, LCCs award 
$7.5 million every year, 
supporting 7,500 cultur-
al programs that include 
everything from field 
trips to lectures, festivals, 
and dance performances. 

     The Spencer Cultural 
Council grant cycle is 
now open (closes Oct. 
16).  This is a very easy 
grant to apply for.  Grants 
are awarded/denied by 
Jan. 1, 2025.  The grants 
need to be completed by 
Dec. 31, 2025.  Grants are 
reimbursed to grantees 
when paperwork is sub-
mitted after the program.  
For questions contact 
Denise at dfarmosa@
cwmars.org.  The online 
application can be found 
at https://masscultural-
council.org/communi-
ties/local-cultural-coun-
cil -prog ram/applica-
tion-process/.

     Who is eligible to 

apply for an LCC grant?
·         Applicants must 

reside or be located in 
Massachusetts. Local 
Cultural Councils may 
accept applications from 
anyone included in the 
list below:

·         Individuals. 
Individual applicants 
must show that a public 
benefit results from the 
project for which they are 
applying.

·         Incorporated pri-
vate nonprofit organiza-
tions.

·         Unincorporated 
associations that can 
establish a nonprofit 
objective.

·         For-profit orga-
nizations whose applica-
tion demonstrates public 
benefit.

·         A group of  indi-
viduals coming together 
with a common purpose 
(e.g., local community 
band, theater group) that 
do not have nonprofit sta-
tus.

·         Public schools, 
libraries, other munic-
ipal agencies, and the 
Local Cultural Council 
itself.

·         Religious orga-

nizations. Religious orga-
nizations or groups with 
a religious affiliation are 
eligible to apply for fund-
ing for a project or pro-
gram that: Is available to 
the general public.  Has 
the purpose of  benefiting 
the public, not the reli-
gious organization.  LCCs 
cannot fund activities 
that are “inherently reli-
gious” such as religious 
worship, instruction, and 
proselytization.

     The Mass Cultural 
Council is extreme-
ly appreciative of  the 
efforts made by Local 
Cultural Council mem-
bers in ensuring public 
access to culture in our 
communities. LCCs and 
their grant recipients 
are vital partners in our 
attempt to raise aware-
ness about public fund-
ing for arts and culture 
in Massachusetts, both in 
the Legislature and with 
the public.  The Spencer 
Cultural Council is a 
local agency funded by 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Scott Maloney

  Remembering “the two most 
powerful words: I am...”

Spencer Cultural 
Council now accepting 

applications

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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It’s probably not on your calendar, but 

September is Life Insurance Awareness 
Month. And it’s indeed a pretty good 
idea to be aware of  what life insurance 
can do for you.

Life insurance can help you in two 
main ways. First, life insurance policies 
offer a death benefit that can assist your 
family if  you’re no longer around. And 
second, some types of  life insurance 
offer the chance to build cash value, 
which can work for you during your 
lifetime.

Let’s look at the death benefit first. If  
something were to happen to you, your 
life insurance proceeds could help your 
family meet at least three major needs:

Paying a mortgage – The biggest 
expense many families face is their 
monthly mortgage. If  you weren’t 
around, could your family continue pay-
ing the mortgage? Or would they have 
to move? With a sufficient life insur-
ance death benefit, they could remain 
in their home, meeting the monthly 
mortgage payments, or perhaps pay off  
the loan entirely (although this might 
not be in their best financial interest).

Paying for education – If  you have 
young children, you may already be 
saving for their college education — 
because you know college is expensive. 
Without your income, would college, 
or some other form of  post-secondary 
education or training, still be realistic? 
Again, the proceeds from an insurance 
policy could make the difference.

Paying off  debts – You might have 
a car loan, credit card debt or other 
financial obligations. If  your surviving 
spouse is a joint account holder for 
these debts, they could still be liable 
for paying them off. But insurance pro-
ceeds could be used to retire the debts 
immediately, or over time.

All life insurance policies offer a 
death benefit. But permanent insur-
ance, unlike term insurance, also offers 
the chance to build cash value — which 
can be a valuable supplement to your 
IRA and 401(k) or other retirement 
accounts.

A cash value policy such as whole life 
also can provide flexibility for chang-
ing financial needs or emergencies in 
retirement. And here’s another key 
advantage: Because this type of  policy 
provides fixed, guaranteed returns, it 
is not dependent on the performance 
of  the financial markets and is thus 
insulated from the market downturns 
that can happen while you’re retired. 
So, taking money from the cash value 
of  your whole life policy may help you 
avoid selling investments that have tem-
porarily declined in value.

Keep in mind, though, that the premi-
ums for a cash value policy will gener-
ally be substantially higher than those 
for term insurance. That’s why some 
people choose to “buy term and invest 
the difference” rather than purchase a 
permanent life policy with cash value. 
Whether this strategy is right for you 
depends on a few different factors, per-
haps the most important of  which is 
your ability and willingness to consis-
tently invest the money you would have 
otherwise placed in a cash value policy.

In any case, should you choose cash 
value insurance, you generally have 
three ways to get at the money: with-
drawals, loans or surrender of  the pol-
icy. You’ll want to weigh all the fac-
tors involved — including taxes and 
the effect on the policy’s death benefit 
— when deciding on how to access the 
cash value.

Life Insurance Awareness Month 
ends on Sept. 30. But your need for life 
insurance, and the potential benefits it 
provides, can last a lifetime.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

What can 
insurance 

do for you?
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To the Editor:
I, like so many Americans, am not 

thrilled with either of  our presidential 
candidates. However, we must vote 
for the candidate that will better our 
country and fight for what is right.

If  you vote for Harris and she doesn’t 
meet your expectations, you can vote 
her out in four years. Democracy!

If  you vote for Trump, you may 
be stuck with him forever, as he has 
stated many times that he wants to be 
a dictator and run this country like 
Putin, Kim Jong-un and Victor Orban. 
Dictatorship!

Think about it.
NoreeN FerNaNdes

West BrookField

Food for thought

To the Editor:
This poem is dedicated to the people 

who never get a birthday card or a 
birthday call.

Happy Birthday special one
On your birthday, hope you have 

some fun
As balloons turn, twist, and float in 

the air
My wishes for you today are special 

because I care
It’s a fact, thinking about you during 

the year
Gives me a desire and energy to give 

you a loud cheer

You always greet people with a 
bright smile, 

Handshake that is firm
There are so many good things 

about you we could all learn
Continue to go for the “Gold”
Have faith, you are never too old
On your special day, we have many 

birthday wishes
You deserve all the good things in 

life, that enriches

doNald l. Gaudette, sr.
south hadley 

(Formerly of  Brookfield)

Happy Birthday wishes

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Staying 
united after 
the election: 

A call to 
remember 

what matters 
most

Once the dust settles after the upcom-
ing presidential election, it’s import-
ant for all of  us—no matter who we 
voted for—to remember that we are still 
neighbors, friends, and family. Elections 
have the power to highlight our differ-
ences, but they don’t change the core 
of  what really makes us a community. 
When the votes are counted and the 
debates subside, we must find our way 
back to what binds us: a shared commit-
ment to the well-being of  our families, 
our neighborhoods, and the place we 
call home.

While political divisions can feel 
sharp and personal, especially in today’s 
climate, it’s essential to remember that 
the most meaningful connections in our 
lives aren’t determined by a vote. The 
person who will lend you a cup of  sugar, 
help you shovel your driveway, or cheer 
for your kid’s team on a chilly Saturday 
morning is your neighbor—not just 
a political identity. Whether we find 
ourselves celebrating or disappointed 
by the election’s outcome, the morning 
after still requires us to move forward—
together.

Our communities are built on cooper-
ation and common ground, regardless 
of  who holds office. We rely on each 
other in ways that go beyond politics. 
Schools still need teachers, businesses 
still need customers, and we all still 
need that feeling of  connection with 
those around us. The conversations we 
have at the local coffee shop, at school 
pick-ups, or during community events 
are what truly shape the fabric of  our 
daily lives. These moments, not political 
debates, are what sustain us.

This is not to say that the issues at 
stake in elections don’t matter—they 
absolutely do. We must continue to advo-
cate for what we believe in, speak our 
minds, and hold our leaders account-
able. But it’s also vital that we don’t let 
the divisions of  the political arena spill 
over into the personal relationships that 
hold our communities together. After 
all, when the election is over, we still 
share the same streets, parks, and gro-
cery stores.

So, how do we move forward? First, 
by listening. Let’s take the time to really 
hear one another, even when we dis-
agree. Let’s focus on finding common 
ground—there’s often more of  it than 
we realize. Whether it’s addressing local 
issues, supporting a neighbor in need, 
or simply being kind to one another, 
we can all contribute to the healing and 
rebuilding process that follows every 
election.

To the Editor:
Under the Progressive Biden/Harris 

last four years, they have spent $113 
billion of  your tax money on the Obama 
started Ukraine war. If  you’re a farmer 
in Ukraine, do you care if  you have 
Zelenskyy or Putin as the head of  you 
government? Of  course not! They are 
going to tax and rule over you the same 
while you just try to live your life farm-
ing. Instead, for the last four years, we 
have seen incessant bombing, destruc-
tion, and killing all in the name of  
power. What is the end result? A country 
destroyed and thousands of  poor people 
dead. Those at the top with the power on 
both sides being enriched in their bank 
accounts. What is the end game for the 
people?

In Haiti, we see a government over-
thrown by militias and thugs. A people 
thrown in total chaos. Why hasn’t the 
Biden/Harris administration sent in 
peace keeping forces to help the poor 
people getting preyed upon?  Wouldn’t 
it be a better use of  our $113 billion to 
build a country instead of  destroying 
one? Instead of  destroying a country 
and people like Ukraine, why not save 
and build up a country like Haiti. Why 
hasn’t the immigration Czar Kamala 
proposed this?  Instead of  fixing their 
homeland the Harris answer for coun-
tries like Haiti is to ship the people over 
to the US suburbs and burden the poor 
people of  the USA. Is that what the citi-
zens of  our country want our tax dollars 
to be used for? Do you trust Kamala to 
be the solution?

It’s time to open your eyes to reality. 
The Progressive Dems party plan is to 

purposedly creates chaos. When these 
happens, they can institute emergency 
solutions that eliminate an individual 
or a community right. It’s a path to 
power and control. A path to destroy 
Democracy and instead have a socialist 
style government where you get to vote 
in a free election. The only problem is 
they will only give you the choice of  
voting for one person. Is that the kind of  
future you dream your children have?

It’s time to bring common sense and 
sensibility back to our lives. Trump will 
broker peace in the Ukraine. Trump 
will demand the countries that are send-
ing these illegals here take them back 
and provide for their citizens. We pro-
vide millions of  dollars of  aid to these 
countries. He will send our US forces 
in to build refugee camps in their coun-
tries and set up business zones there for 
companies to provide work. Instead of  
our aid being funneled to the dictators, 
Trump will  make sure its building their 
countries up to support them where 
they were borne and call home. That’s 
the way a smart a businessperson solves 
the migrant crisis. Kamala will just 
keep dumping them in your neighbor-
hoods. Vote this fall for the sensible 
solution. Vote Trump in 2024. Those 
socialists that write letters that support 
Kamala and are concerned with the ille-
gals can go volunteer to help set up in 
the refugee camps. Do your part to make 
their lives better and do something use-
ful in your life!

                                                                                                                            
Mark roBillard

speNcer

To the Editor:
In the upcoming November election 

voters will have a chance to vote for or 
against five Ballot Questions.

The first ballot question almost with-
out doubt ranks as the most important. 

Brief  summaries of  the question, 
summary,  what your yes vote will do, 
statement of  fiscal consequences and 
the argument in favor follows.   
“SUMMARY: A YES Vote would specify 
that the State Auditor has the authority 
to audit the legislature 

“STATEMENT OF FISCAL 
CONSEQUENCES: The proposal has no 
discernable material fiscal consequenc-
es for state and municipal government 
consequences 

“ARGUMENTS: IN FAVOR A YES vote 
expressly authorizes the State Auditor 
to audit the Massachusetts Legislature.

“The State Auditor is independently 
elected by the people of  Massachusetts 
to audit every state entity to help 
make the government work better The 
State Legislature is the only state enti-
ty refusing to be audited by the State 
Auditor’s office. Legislative leaders 
claim it is sufficient for the Legislature 
to conduct audits of  itself  through a 
procured private vendor. However, the 
Massachusetts legislature is continu-
ously ranked as one of  the least effec-
tive, least transparent legislatures in 
America and is one of  only four legis-
latures that exempts itself  from public 
record laws.  

“Support for this initiative will help 
the state Auditor’s office shine a bright 
light on how taxpayer dollars are spent 
to help increase transparency, account-
ability and accessibility the people of  
Massachusetts.“ 

(Readers can find the full brief  for 
Ballot Question 1 in the red colored 
Ballot Question Information for Voters 
booklet in the mailed copy or on-line.)

The leadership of  the  Ultra 
Democratic controlled   State Legislature 
has strongly opposed this outside their 
control  Audit proposal and other sim-
ilar efforts. They want to hide their 
in-house shenanigans and possible 
crimes from voters and legal authority’s 
eyes.  This outside audit proposal, orig-
inally put forward by a knowledgeable 
former Democratic legislator stands as 
a big step in the right direction.

Regarding last week’s “Taylor Swift is 
talented but uniformed” letter:

My reading of  Ms. Swift’s endorse-
ment of  the nominated Kamala Harris – 
Doug Walz for President  ticket indicates 
that whether you agree or not stands 
as a well-informed opinion. Likewise, 
many other billionaires endorse the 
Harris -Walz ticket.

Further, this female written letter 
says “But as is often the case with 
female voters, they have often no clue 
about policy, they choose their candi-
dates based on gender.” No evidence of  
this is presented. 

Women do favor the Harris - Walz 
ticket by a large and increasing margin.  
I see at least two policy and personal 
reasons.

 First, they understand who Donald 
Trump is and how his personal actions 
and “policies”  have affected women. 
Read for example, why former conser-
vative Republican ranking member of  
Congress Liz Chaney why she will vote 
for Harris-Walz, as will her father for-
mer Vice President Dick Chaney.

Then remember that the moderately 
liberal policies that Harris -Walz pro-
pose appear are similar to those select-
ed and enacted the last seven (male) 
Democratic Presidents and their male 
and female administrations.

keviN kaNe
speNcer

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

Sense and sensibility

Massachusetts Ballot Question 1: State auditor’s 
authority to audit the legislature, etc. 
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Following a long New 
England winter, few 
signs of  spring are more 
welcome than the first 
sprouts of  green popping 
up in a barren garden.  
The promise of  a sea-
son of  beautiful blooms, 
the tiny shoots are the 
gardeners reward of  
a past autumn spent 
preparing and planting.  
Experts agree fall offers 
ideal conditions to plant 
perennials.  In fact, 
autumn is the preferred 
time to plant spring bloom-
ing bulbs. The following 
is a beginner’s guide to 
preparing, planning and 
planting bulbs now for a 
flourish of  flowers come 
spring.

**
Choosing Choice Bulbs 

If  you are selecting 
bulbs in bulk, such as 
loose bulbs offered at dis-
count garden centers, it’s 
important to follow a few 
rules of  thumb.  Typically, 
big bulbs produce the larg-
est blooms and may yield 
more flowers, therefore, it 
may be worth the cost to 
pay a bit more for good 
sized, healthy bulbs. 
However, if  you are on a 
budget and have the time 
to wait, smaller bulbs will 
eventually increase in 
size and bloom each year.   
When choosing a bulb, 
look for those that are 
firm and plump. Hold 
them in your palm and 
select bulbs that feel 
heavy for their size. Avoid 
bulbs with bruises, spots 
or signs of  mold.  And 
steer clear of  soft, mushy 
and lightweight bulbs.  
Sprouting bulbs may indi-
cate a bulb that has been 
in storage for a long time.  

**
Planning a 

Flower Garden  
A little thought and prepa-
ration go a long way in 
reaping the benefits of  a 
successful spring and sum-
mer flower garden. The 
planning you take time for 
in the fall will be apparent 
when the flower garden 
plantings burst with color 
and texture next year.  
Know your flowers before 
you plan to plant. While 
most bulbs require an area 
where there is full sun, 
other varieties such as the 
iris and crocus enjoy some 
shade after blooming.  For 
best results select a loca-
tion in full sun or sun with 
morning shade only. Well 

drained soil is a requisite 
for flower bulbs.  If  you 
have poor soil, raised flow-
er beds may be an effec-
tive alternative. 

* * 
For best results, design 
your garden with pen and 
paper first, mapping out 
the size of  the beds and 
the flowers to scale. Keep 
in mind color, texture and 
fragrance are all import-
ant factors when decid-
ing on a particular flower 
garden plan.  Plotting a 
garden plan is an exciting 
chore, and there are some 
basic rules that ensure a 
pleasant mix of  color for 
a showy display.  Notice 
how a clump of  daffo-
dils and tulips are much 
more eye appealing than 
a tidy row of  the spring-
time flowers.  The eye is 
drawn toward the burst of  
color when these flowers 
are in generous groups of  
plantings.  Be sure to take 
an accurate bulb count 
of  such large splashes of  
plantings.  Your layout 
plan should also include 
using flower bulbs as 
accents in perennial beds, 
or to fill in rock gardens or 
as an interesting border 
to greenery.  Be sure to 
plan for extra bulbs to fill 
in areas or to add as land-
scape accents.

* * 
For an interesting mix, 
merge short plants with 
tall specimens to give 
variety and depth as well 
as differing textures.  
And don’t underestimate 
the power of  fragrance.  
Nothing is more delight-
ful than a pathway of  
floral scents welcoming 
visitors to your door!   
You should also decide 
if  you want to plan out 
every aspect of  planting 
a semi formal garden, 
or if  you choose instead 
to toss convention and 
bulbs to the wind, plant-
ing bulbs the natural 
way, thus creating a natu-
ral sprinkling of  blooms.     
Scaling plants to the bed is 
another important factor 
when plotting your plan.   

A simple rule to follow is 
to keep in mind the tallest 
plant in an island flower 
bed should have a mature 
height that is equal to 
about half  the width of  
the bed.  Place these plants 
in the center, so they can 
be viewed from all sides.  
Also remember to take 
into account plants that 
grow and expand quickly. 

* * 
Color is another major 
consideration when plant-
ing your bulbs. If  you 
want your garden to be 
a showcase all season, 
select a variety of  bulbs 
that flower during early, 
middle and late spring 
and summer for a con-
tinuous burst of  color.   
Just as in the home, in 
the garden bed cool colors 
seem to recede and warm 
colors appear to come for-
ward.  To make a small 
garden area appear larger 
and more spacious, plant 
flowers in cool, light col-
ors.  As a general rule 
white goes a long way in 
a ga rden bed, but if  you 
use a lot of  white flow-
ers in an area, consider 
adding a dramatic splash 
of  bright red or bright 
pink or purple for visual 
contrast. And, remember, 
if  you are growing flow-
ers to cut and bring the 
blooms indoors, choose 
colors that will go with 
the decor of  your home, 
as well as harmonize with 
one another in the garden.  
Gardens, in fact, are often 
planned around color.  The 
ambiance of  your out-
door living space is deter-
mined by color and your 
choices decide whether 
your garden flowers con-
trast or complement each 
other which can result 
in either a subtle hue of  
color or a spectacular 
show of  brilliant blooms.   
For a bright, showy gar-
den, eye catching bright 
reds, yellows, purples and 
whites take center stage 
in a flower bed. Such 
contrasting colors can be 
often be achieved with lit-
tle effort simply by match-
ing up opposite colors on 
the standard color wheel.  

**
Planting Prep: Planting 

time varies depending 
on location, but here in 
the Northeast it ranges 
from September until as 
long as the soil can be 
worked, usually around 
the end of  October.   

Prepare your bed by mak-
ing sure soil is properly 
fertilized. Be sure to dig 
out the soil to the proper 
depth. Loosen the soil and 
if  you choose, add a bulb 
booster to the soil. Bulbs 
should be planted with 
pointed side up.  Place 
them firmly, yet gently, 
into the ground.  Cover 
the bulbs loosely with soil, 
water lightly and add a 
layer of  mulch. . Typically, 
bulbs should be planted 
three times as deep as the 
bulb is wide.  In sandy 
soils, you can plant a lit-
tle deeper, and in heavy 
soils you can dig a slight-
ly shallower hole. Bulbs 
should be spaced approx-
imately a width twice 
the diameter of  the bulb.  
Note: Tulips should be 
planted one inch deeper 
then indicated if  the soil 
is not too heavy and their 
location is permanent as 
deep rooting can prolong 
the effective life of  the 
tulip bulb. 

** 
  
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you a 

great dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month (or whenever I 
receive enough tips for a 
column) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding 
household or garden mat-
ters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Tips for Planting Bulbs  
this Season 

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181
www.countryautobodyinc.com

69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

LeTTers To The ediTor

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

There is only one reason 
Democrats oppose voter ID 

requirements
To the Editor:
Do you need to buy an airline ticket, book a hotel 

room, reserve a rental car?  Without a valid ID, you will 
be holed up at home!

If  you look younger than 40, you need an ID to pur-
chase alcohol and cigarettes.  Some events/ venues 
require wristbands that confirm IDs were checked.  

All banking transactions, from cashing a check to 
setting up a savings/checking account to applying for 
a loan/mortgage require identification.

How do I get a fishing license, a hunting license, 
a firearms license, a driver’s license, a construction 
supervisors license, a hoisting license, a marriage 
license? I need a photo ID. 

Try adopting a pet!  You need to fill out volumes 
of  paperwork that includes name, address, SSN, IRS 
filings, next of  kin, food in the fridge and varmints in 
the yard!  

To be eligible to adopt a child in Massachusetts, you 
need to be a Massachusetts resident 18 years of  age 
or older, have a stable source of  income, rent or own 
a home that meets DCF’s home safety standards and 
pass a background check thus valid identification is 
mandatory.  

A visit to a doctor requires registration with a valid 
ID then repeating your date of  birth to every person 
that speaks to you.  A visit to a hospital requires a 
wristband ID and repetition of  your date of  birth to 
every person that speaks to you. 

Do you need food stamps or welfare benefits? Be pre-
pared to show ID.

Applications for jobs and unemployment benefits 
require valid identification to start the process.

Casino patrons must have a state driver’s license, a 
military ID, or a valid passport to gain physical access 
to gaming floors.  

Is it possible to pick up your prescription without 
ID?  What about donating blood?  Can anyone donate 
blood anonymously?  not!

What if  your cell phone lands at the bottom of  the 
lake or if  you need to call the cable company to scream 
about your bill?  No ID equals no progress!

So how can requiring a valid identification to vote be 
racist?  It’s obviously not!  

Democrats don’t want valid identification as a pre-
requisite to vote because valid identification prevents 
fraud, theft and other criminal activities and safe-
guards the revenues and reputations of  those provid-
ing the sales or service.  

Jen Gaucher
Spencer

I plan to vote for freedom
    To the Editor:
     I was so glad to read your Editorial, “Sanity Over 

Chaos,” in last week’s Spencer New Leader.  It says all 
that everyone should know in order to vote well this 
coming Nov. 5.  

      In my view, unfortunately, Trump and his MAGA 
Republicans have been pretty strong in planning an 
authoritarian/oligarchy rule for our country, eliminat-
ing our Democratic Republic and our freedoms under 
our Constitution. I have heard and read from reliable 
news sources that in the MAGA Republicans Project 
2025 manual, it explains how and where our loss of  
freedoms will take place under a Trump leadership.

     I will be thinking about all the freedoms that we 
enjoy and old ones to be restored when I vote for our 
next President on Nov. 5.

carol J. (lucaS) rizzo
Spencer
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — The 

Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office (WCSO) 
has now completed all 
requirements for re-ac-
creditation through the 
American Correctional 
Association.

Worcester County 
Sheriff  Lewis Evangelidis 
recently announced that 
his department received 
a compliance score of  

98.7 percent for its re-ac-
creditation process.

For more than 150 
years, the American 
Correctional Association 
(ACA) has promoted cor-
rectional effectiveness 
on a national level. The 
organization serves all 
individuals and groups, 
both public and private, 
that share a common goal 
of  improving the justice 
system. 

In April, the Worcester 

County Jail and House 
of  Correction hosted a 
panel of  ACA auditors 
who evaluated the facili-
ty on over 420 standards. 
These include inmate 
safety, healthcare, mental 
health resources, educa-
tion, programming, offi-
cer training, staff  safety, 
and facility administra-
tion.

“In an exit interview 
with on-site ACA audi-
tors and WCSO adminis-

trative staff, the auditors 
praised the work of  the 
Sheriff ’s Office,” read 
a statement released by 
the WCSO. “The auditors 
mentioned that they reg-
ularly evaluate correc-
tional facilities across 
the nation, but have 
seen few institutions 
that operate at the level 
of  the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office.”

For Evangelidis and 
his team, the results are a 
testament to strong train-
ing, a dedicated staff, and 
a daily commitment to 
safety and high-quality 
services.

“The auditors’ com-
ments strongly affirmed 
the excellent quality of  
the work our staff  does,” 
Evangelidis said. “It is 
incredibly valuable to 
receive such a high level 
of  praise from the ACA 
auditors, especially con-
sidering their extensive 
careers in corrections 
and experience visiting 
correctional facilities. 

Their feedback is not 
only important to hear, 
but also serves as a great 
source of  motivation for 
us to continue our work.”

Correctional institu-
tions accredited by the 
ACA must be re-accred-
ited every three years to 
maintain their accredita-
tion status. The Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
has maintained its status 
since its initial accred-
itation in 2008, but the 
review process was far 
more challenging for the 
WCSO during that early 
period prior to the cur-
rent Sheriff ’s arrival.

“When I took office in 
2011, my administration 
inherited one of  the old-
est facilities in the state,” 
added Evangelidis. 
“Initially, we faced sig-
nificant challenges that 
jeopardized re-accredita-
tion. Meeting ACA stan-
dards became a top prior-
ity for my administrative 
team. Striving to meet 
all standards has set our 

facility up for long-term 
success.”

Even though 
Massachusetts does not 
mandate an audit of  its 
correctional facilities by 
the ACA, Evangelidis and 
his team welcome the 
regular reviews of  their 
facility.

“It is important that 
we are held to the high-
est standards of  care, 
custody, and control of  
the inmate population,” 
Evangelidis said. “We 
also want to ensure a 
high level of  profes-
sionalism and train-
ing across all staffing 
groups. The employees 
of  the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office play a 
crucial role in the over-
all safety and well-be-
ing of  the residents of  
Worcester County. Thank 
you to the hardworking 
WCSO staff  who strive 
every day to improve our 
communities.”

Leicester Arts Council 
invites funding proposals

 
LEICESTER — The Leicester Arts Council invites interested organizations, 

schools and individuals to apply for grants that support community-based projects 
in the arts, humanities and sciences. The Leicester Arts Council is a local agency 
funded by Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 

 To be eligible, applications must be submitted online between Friday, Sept. 1 
and Tuesday, Oct. 16.

 Application forms, complete information on the online grant applica-
tion process, grant process tips and trick Webinars and specific guidelines 
for Leicester applicants are available at https://massculturalcouncil.
org/communities/local-cultural-council-program/application-process/. 
Grants can support a variety of  projects and activities in Leicester-- including 
exhibits, performances, festivals, workshops and lectures, as well as school field 
trips and short-term artist residencies or performances in schools. 

 Previously funded projects have included: Leicester Concerts on the Common, 
art classes at the Leicester Public Library, visiting artists and field trips to cultural 
events for Leicester school children and the McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys, 
music and drama performances for the Leicester Senior Center, historical pro-
grams at the Swan Tavern, and grants to local artists.

The Leicester Arts Council is part of  a network of  329 Local Cultural Councils 
serving all 351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program is the 
largest grassroots cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands 
of  community-based projects in the arts, humanities and sciences every year. The 
state legislature provides an annual appropriation to the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which then allocates funds to each community. Each council 
awards money based on individual community cultural needs, assessed and set by 
local council members.

 

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

Sheriff’s Office earns re-accreditation from 
American Correctional Association

Courtesy

Worcester County Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis (pictured center) recently announced a major 
accomplishment for his office.

C H A R L T O N 
— Research states that 
the overall suicide rate in 
the US has increased by 
35 percent since 1999, and 
suicide is the 10th lead-
ing cause of  death over-
all in the US. September 
is National Suicide 
Prevention Month and 
Bay Path practical nurs-
ing (PN) students are 
doing their share in 
learning. The PN class of  
2025 learned the signs of  
suicide to prevent home 
or workplace-based trag-
edy.

Some members of  the 
PN Class of  2025 com-
pleted the Blended Adult 
Mental Health First 
Aid (MHFA) training 
lead by Jammie Glenn, 
Project Director of  the 
Shrewsbury Youth and 
Family Services, Inc. 
(www.SYFS-MA.org) . 
The six-hour curriculum, 
completed in one full pro-
fessional development 
day, gives the participant 
a three-year certifica-
tion upon completion. 
Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 

Academy Director at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy has been work-
ing with the Shrewsbury 
Youth and Family 
Services for the PN stu-
dents MHFA training for 
over five years. 

“We are blessed to 
have Jammie Glenn, the 
Project Director and the 
Shrewsbury Youth and 
Family Services for their 
continued provision of  
the MHFA training for 
the PN students!” said 
Bolandrina. 

“It is important for our 
future nurses to have the 
skills and knowledge to 
identify and respond to 
signs of  mental disorders 
and how to provide ini-
tial help and support,” 
Bolandrina added.

MHFA trained individ-
uals may assist someone 
experiencing a men-
tal health or substance 
use-related crisis. In the 
MHFA course, the PN stu-
dents learned risk factors 
and warning signs for 
mental health and addic-
tion concerns, strategies 
for how to help in crisis 

and non-crisis situations 
and well as where to turn 
for help for both adult 
and youth.

Topics covered include 
depression, mood disor-
ders, anxiety, trauma, psy-
chosis, and substance use 
disorders. Participants 
learned how to apply the 
MHFA action plan in sit-
uations when someone 
is experiencing panic 
attacks, suicidal thoughts 
of  behaviors, non-suicid-
al self-injury, acute psy-
chosis (hallucinations or 
delusions), overdose or 
withdrawal from alcohol 
or drug use, and reactions 
to a traumatic event. 

“Providing educa-
tion to the PN students 
and supporting them so 
they’re in the best state 
of  mind for their nursing 
journey is a wonderful 
tie-in,” Bolandrina said. 

The feedback on the 
MHFA training remains 
positive. We continue to 
engage in conversation, 
education, and breaking 
the stigma of  mental 
health disorders.

Bay Path Nursing students 
complete adult mental 

health First Aid training

Courtesy

Pictured — Far left, standing: Jammie Glenn with members of the Bay Path PN Class of 2025.

Public invited to 
open house at Spencer 

Fire Department
SPENCER — The fire department invites local residents and families to attend 

its annual open house, which always features a packed schedule of  activities and 
displays.

This year’s open house will take place on Sunday, Oct. 6, from 8 a.m. until noon at 
the fire station (11 West Main Street).

Highlights will include a bake sale; a fire safety information table; visits from 
Smokey Bear and Sparky the Fire Dog; and a demonstration by Remy, the ATF and 
State Police ignitable liquid-sniffing canine.

Guests will also get to see a demonstration of  the SFD’s lifesaving rescue tools 
at work, as firefighters showcase how they cut apart vehicles during rescue oper-
ations.

Additionally, a Life-Flight helicopter is scheduled to land on site, and guests will 
also enjoy a free pancake breakfast.

The event is a great way for kids and families to meet their first responders and 
see fire trucks on display. Several other emergency vehicles will also be featured.

The program is free to the public.



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER    9 Friday, September 27, 2024

Spencer police will sport 
updated uniforms this fall

SPENCER — Along with the changing of  the seasons, the Spencer Police 
Department also has some exciting changes to announce this fall.

“We are proud to announce that our officers will be sporting a new look. Chief  
Michael Befford, in collaboration with an internal uniform committee, has intro-
duced updated uniforms to better serve our community,” read a statement released 
by the SPD.

Spencer Police officers are now wearing a new police patch that celebrates histo-
ry and quality of  service. 

“This new patch incorporates our town seal, which features our historic Town 
Hall,” the SPD statement read. “Along with the updated patch, officers will be wear-
ing new pants and duty belts designed to better distribute weight and reduce tension 
on our officers while they serve. These changes enhance both comfort and perfor-
mance, allowing us 
to be at our best for 
the community.”

Residents are 
also reminded to 
be on the lookout 
for new SPD pink 
patches for sale.

CHARLTON — New student repre-
sentatives to the Bay Path RVTHS 
Practical Nursing Academy PN Class 
of  2025 were elected recently and began 
their term this fall. 

Practical nursing students Julie 
Peloquin and Delene Sarsfield were 
voted as student representatives for the 
PN class of  2025. The student represen-
tatives are an important part of  the 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
Faculty Organization (PNFO). Their 
main responsibility is to be a link 
between Practical Nursing faculty, staff, 
and the students, and to contribute to 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
activities and projects. Peloquin and 
Sarsfield represented the students of  
the PN Class of  2025 on the advisory 
board and steering committee meeting 
held on Sept. 24. 

Student representatives are respon-
sible for attending the PNFO meetings, 
where they serve as non-voting mem-
bers. The student representatives speak 
on behalf  of  the student body and 
report on topics they want to bring to 
the PNFO’s attention. The student rep-
resentatives are also invited to attend 
the spring Advisory Committee meeting 
scheduled for in the Spring, March 2025. 

“One of  the goals of  the student repre-
sentative role is to continue to advocate 
for governance by increasing awareness 
of  student’s role in governance,” said 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN, Ed, 
RN, CRRN Academy Director. 

The student representatives will work 
together towards feedback on topics on 
the PNFO agenda. 

“The topics that go into the agenda are 
ones that resonate with the student body, 
these are very unifying topics, and are 
all in congruence with regulatory and 
accreditation requirements for BORN 
(Board of  Registration in Nursing), COE 
(Council on Occupational Education), 
and ACEN (Accreditation Commission 

for Education in Nursing),” Bolandrina 
said.

Peloquin of  Southbridge is with the 
Department of  Developmental Services 
as DSW II, providing direct care in a 
group residential setting for individu-
als with developmental, physical, and 
mental disabilities. As DSW II, she acts 
as shift supervisor and guide staff  in 
care and operation of  the shift. She 
mediates issues and handles schedul-
ing/house duties as necessary. Peloquin 
is a graduate of  Southbridge High 
School (2004) where she was active in 
Show Choir, Drama Club, Chess Club 
(Vice President), and School to Career 
Program. Her project was with Dystopia 
Rising Massachusetts- setting guide. 
From 2015-2020 she studied at Worcester 
State University majoring in Psychology. 
She took four semesters of  French (flu-
ent in conversational French) and vari-
ous visual/fine arts courses. 

Sarsfield of  Charlton is a multi-facet-
ed, efficient, ethical, motivated, and reli-
able Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 
She has over 15 years of  centered-based 
patient care and customer service expe-
rience. She is employed at CareOne at 
Millbury as a CNA (since 2019) and was 
with Sterling Village at Sterling from 
2008 to 2019. She graduated from the 
Holy Name Central Catholic Jr./Sr. High 
School in Worcester (2005). Sarsfield’s 
long-term goal is to complete her prac-
tical nursing education, become an 
LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse), and 
bridge into an RN (Registered Nurse) 
program with her field of  interest- hos-
pice and palliative care nursing. She is 
a 2024 PCE (Program for Continuing 
Education) Grant recipient from 
P.E.O. International (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization, www.peoint-
ernational.org) Sarsfield was also newly 
elected as an officer of  the UNICEF 
Club. 

Both Peloquin and Sarsfield have a 
valid Health Care Provider/ Basic Life 
Support Provider CPR, Dementia Care 
Certified, and Mental Health First Aid 
Certified. Student representatives will 
bring student issues up, participate in 
governance, and focus on not just cur-
rent students but may include alumni 
and possibly incoming students in con-
versations and activities.

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Greige 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

FALL Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
9-27        RYAN HOOD
9-29        EVAN COUTURE
10-4        KEVIN KVEIN
10-11       KYLIE HARRIS

Book your 
Christmas Parties soon

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$59999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

50” Vizio ............. $289.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $1199.99
(Regularly $1499.99)

$54999

AMANA
WASHER OR 

DRYER

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

WAS $699.99

END OF SEASON BIKE SALE!
GRILL
SALE!

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

$99999
WAS $1,599.99

MATTRESS SALE!

7 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$19999

WAS $299.99
ALL TV’S
ON SALE!

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

$79999
WAS $999.95

DON’T BUY UNTIL
YOU SEE US!

*See store for rebate details and 
brands participating.

Excludes GE, Profile, & Café products
Offer valid 7/17/24 - 9/30/24

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
BUY MORE, SAVE MORE!

UP TO 

$1000
IN REBATES!*

*See store for rebate details and 
brands participating.

Excludes GE, Profile, & Café products
Offer valid 7/17/24 - 9/30/24

Buy 2 pieces = $100
Buy 3 pieces = $300
Buy 4 pieces = $400
Buy 5 pieces = $600
Buy 6 pieces = $1000

Purchase a qualifying Kitchen Package/
Laundry Bundle and receive up to 

$1000 in Rebates!

E-BIKES
IN STOCK!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Endless Summer
Back to school blues? 

Let us tackle 
the dinner rush! 
Stop in for our 

weekly specials.

APPLES
Honey Crisp

Cortland & Macoun
Peaches Still Available

Apple Cider Donuts
on Weekends

U Pick Apples & Fall Raspberries!

Ragged Hill Orchards
Open Daily 10-6 • 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield

raggedhill.com
Directions from Rt 9, take Pierce Rd.  
to Ragged Hill Rd., or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Road.  
to Ragged Hill Rd.

Class of 2025 student 
representatives elected at Bay Path 

Practical Nursing Academy!

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Octoberfest returns 
to Town House this 

weekend
NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Friends 

of  the North Brookfield Town House 
will hold their annual Octoberfest this 
weekend.

The event is set for Sunday, Sept. 29, 
from noon to 4 p.m. at Common Ground 
Cider Works (31 East Brookfield Rd.).

The program will include vendors 
offering a variety of  goods; music pro-
vided by the Dee Gees and Mama Mia 
Mania; and North Brookfield’s own 
Tabby LeBlanc playing music through-
out the day.   

Raffle prizes will also be available, 
including a three-day vacation package 
to Misty Harbor Resort in Wells, Maine; 
a family pass to Old Sturbridge Village; 
a wine tasting at Hardwick Winery; and 
a gift card from Salem Cross Inn, among 
others.

Common Ground Cider Works will 
offer German food and desserts. The 
event will also include games and activ-
ities for the whole family.  
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

THE TOWN OF EAST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
 HEARING

he East Brookfield Select Board, as 
Local Licensing Authority shall hold 
a public hearing on the application of 
Hadley Path, LLC to Amend an exist-
ing Fuel Storage License at 232 East 
Main Street.  The Amendment is to add 
a 6,000-gallon underground Diesel 
Fuel storage tank.  Said public hearing 
will be held on Monday, October 7, 
2024 at 7:00 PM in the Memorial Town 
Complex, 122 Connie Mack Drive, 
East Brookfield.  
All interested parties are invited to 
attend.
Andrew Lynch, Chairman
Andrew Levasseur, Clerk
Robert Button, Member
Cc:  Town Clerk
Cc:  Tim Reeves – Hadley Path, LLC/
Sherman Oil Company
Cc:  Abutters (attached)
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 08, 2024, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public 
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit (Renewal) – Appli-
cant/ Owner: Leo Aucoin; Location: 
Cranberry Meadow Road, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map R02-2 & 2-1. The ap-
plicant is looking to renew their Spe-
cial Permit under Sections 4.2.H.1 
and 4.8.6 (H) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to continue a gravel removal 
operation. The property is located in 
the Rural Residential zoning district.
Special Permit (Renewal) – Appli-
cant/ Owner: Royal Crest Farm/ Rob-
ert, Margaret, & Anthony Moschini; 
Location: 30 Howe Road, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map R23-25. The appli-
cant is looking to renew their Spe-
cial Permit under Sections 4.2.H.1 
and 4.8.6 (H) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to continue a gravel removal 
operation. The property is located in 

the Rural Residential zoning district.
September 20,  2024
Septmber 27, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 24 SM 003290
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Ronnie Joseph Boudreau a/k/a 
Ronnie Boudreau; Jennifer Towle; 
Vanessa Towle
And to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
CMG Mortgage, Inc.
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 54 Cherry Street, 
given by Ronnie Joseph Boudreau 
and Jennifer Towle to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee for 
Homebridge Financial Services, Inc., 
dated December 20, 2021, and record-
ed at Worcester County (Worcester 

District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
66787, Page 116, and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before October 28, 
2024 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on September 
13, 2024.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
Septmber 27, 2024

LEGALS

OBITUARIES
West Brookfield – 

Beverly A. (Dorman) 
Arnesen, 85, of  West 
Brookfield, died on 
Tuesday, September 
10, 2024, in Quaboag 
Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Center follow-
ing a brief  period of  
declining health.

She leaves her husband, Thomas J. 
Arnesen; her son, Ronald Lariviere and 
his partner, Amy of  Charlton; as well 
as her grandson, Nathan Lariviere and 
his partner, Kiera; and two great-grand-
children, Amelia and Audrey.  She also 
leaves her sister, Jill OConnor and her 
husband Mark of  Barre; her broth-
er-in-law, Arne Arnesen and his wife 
Diane of  Hampden; her sister-in-law, 
Anne Tetreault and her husband Paul 
of  Southbridge; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews whom she loved 
dearly. She was born in Northampton, 
daughter of  the late Kenneth and Elva 
(Wheeler) Dorman, and has lived in 
West Brookfield for over 45 years.

Beverly spent her early years in 
Gilbertville and graduated from 

Hardwick High School.  She worked 
as a hairdresser, once owning her own 
salon in Sturbridge for many years. 
She enjoyed working as a hostess at the 
Sturbridge Host Hotel where she could 
meet and talk with both local residents 
and travelers. Tom and Beverly lived on 
Lake Wickaboag and enjoyed the relax-
ation, boating, and numerous activities 
offered with lake living.  She and Tom 
were members of  the Springfield Yacht 
Club in Chester, CT., and they loved 
navigating the waters of  Long Island 
Sound for nearly 40 years. Beverly had 
an infectious laugh and was loved by 
all she touched. She loved all God’s 
animals and was adored by those lucky 
enough to have her befriend them.  

A Celebration of  Beverly’s Life is 
being planned in the fall. In lieu of  flow-
ers, memorial donations may be made 
to Shriners Hospital for Children, 516 
Carew St., Springfield, MA 01104 or at 
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org. 

Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main 
St., in West Brookfield is assisting her 
family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

Beverly A. Arnesen, 85 

SPENCER: A 
dearly loved man 
is being mourn-
ed by relatives and 
friends. Surrounded 
by his loving fami-
ly, Roger Raymond 
LaMontagne passed 
from this world 
into eternal life on 

September 21 after a relentless bat-
tle with acute myeloid leukemia. He 
was the oldest of  eight children, born 
in Pawtucket, RI, the son of  Jeanne 
(Ferland) LaMontagne and Raymond 
LaMontagne. He is predeceased by 
three brothers, Raymond, Lucien, and 
Ernest. He is survived by his wife of  52 
years, Phyllis (LeBlanc) LaMontagne, 
two children, Elizabeth McNicol and 
her husband Eric and their chil-
dren, James and Matthew; James 
LaMontagne and his children, Ellen 
and Nathan. He is also survived by 
siblings Armand, Lucille, Henry, and 
Anne and many nieces and nephews. 

Roger began his teaching career 
as a member of  the religious order 
of  Brothers of  Christian Instruction. 
He taught at Prevost High School in 
Fall River, MA in 1958 and later at Mt. 
Assumption Institute in Plattsburgh, 
NY, and Cathedral High in Detroit, MI. 
He ended his forty-year career in educa-
tion at Quabbin Regional Middle - High 
School in Barre, MA in 1998. Roger was 
a master teacher who received acco-
lades from countless former students 
who were grateful for his guidance and 

encouragement. Many of  them pur-
sued careers in areas related to the 
subjects he taught. Roger was an active 
member of  his parish church, where 
he taught religious education for many 
years. He also served on the parish 
council, was a Eucharistic minister 
for over forty years, and a member 
of  the St. Vincent de Paul committee. 
Roger was a skilled carpenter who 
spent a good part of  his summers 
building and repairing. A lover of  the 
outdoors, he always reserved time for 
camping trips with his family, finding 
solace and relaxation in the wonders 
of  nature. Family was always front and 
center for Roger; he was ever thank-
ful for the happy life he shared with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren. 
His days were filled with purpose 
and love, and he has left us a lega-
cy of  happy memories and an exam-
ple of  a strong faith that promises a 
happier life beyond the present one. 
Roger’s funeral will be held on 
Thursday, Sept. 26th. from the J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 
Maple Terr., Spencer with a Mass of  
Christian Burial at 10 am. in Our Lady 
of  the Rosary Church, 7 Church St., 
Spencer. Burial will follow in Worcester 
County Memorial Park, Paxton. Calling 
hours are Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m in 
the funeral home. In lieu of  flowers, 
contributions may be made to Mary, 
Queen of  the Rosary Parish, 46 Maple 
St., Spencer 01562.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Roger Raymond LaMontagne

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

Manifestation—does it truly work? 
For decades, this concept has captured 
significant attention, especially in the 
pages of  popular self-help books like 
“The Secret” by Rhonda Byrne, “Think 
and Grow Rich” by Napoleon Hill, and 
“The Power of  Now” by Eckhart Tolle. 
These works suggest that the mind can 
create reality, emphasizing positive 
thinking, visualization, and belief  as 
the key.

So, what’s the truth behind mani-
festation? Is it a genuine force or just 
another trend?

Looking through history, we find 
compelling examples of  people who 

have manifested their
desires remarkably. 

Jesus manifested bread 
and fish to feed thousands, 
turned water into wine, 
and raised Lazarus from 
the dead. How did He do 
it? He told us: ‘Everything 
is possible for the one who 

believes’ (Mark 9:23). This belief, cen-
tral to Jesus’ miracles, also applies 
to those who have shaped the world 
through their conviction.

Gandhi, through non-violent resis-
tance, and Martin Luther King Jr., with 
his vision of  equality, both relied on 
unwavering belief  to drive their move-
ments. Likewise, innovators like Elon 
Musk and Steve Jobs revolutionized 
industries by maintaining steadfast 
belief  in their visions. They didn’t just 
wish for success—they visualized it, 
believed in it, and worked relentlessly 
to bring it to reality.

There is a distinction between mirac-
ulous manifestations, such as Jesus 
multiplying bread, and the achieve-
ments of  inventors and social activists. 
While one may seem instantaneous and 
the other a slower, deliberate process, 
both are rooted in the same fundamen-
tal principle: belief.

Whether miraculous or transforma-
tive, faith in the outcome drives these 
manifestations into reality.

A common thread among those who 
teach manifestation techniques is the 
importance of

assuming your desires are already 
fulfilled, even before they physically 
manifest. Whether it’s modern self-help 
gurus or ancient spiritual teachings, 
the principle remains the same: you 
must believe you have what you want 
before it arrives in your reality.

The central idea is that by align-
ing your thoughts, feelings, and beliefs 
with the desired

outcome, you attract that outcome 
into your life.

This idea of  belief  has been central to 
Jesus’ teachings, as mentioned above. 
He emphasized it again in Mark 11:23: 
‘Truly I tell you, if  anyone says to this 
mountain, “Go, throw yourself  into the 
sea,” and does not doubt in their heart 
but believes that what they say will 
happen, it will be done for them.’ Here, 
Jesus highlights the crucial role of  
unwavering belief  in the process. It’s 
not enough to ask for what you want—
you must act as if  it is already done.

The idea is clear: belief  and emotion-
al alignment with your desired out-
come create the

conditions for its realization.
So how does this apply in your life? 

Imagine you’re aiming for a promotion 
at work. Instead of  doubting or hop-
ing, visualize yourself  already in that 
role—feeling confident, acting as if  the 
promotion is yours. The same goes for 
personal goals, like getting healthier. 
Instead of  focusing

on the obstacles, believe you’re 
already living a healthier lifestyle, mak-
ing choices aligned with that belief. 
The principle remains the same even 
in bigger dreams—starting a business, 
finding your dream home, or writing 
a book.

If  you think success is inevitable, 
you’ll naturally align your actions, 
mindset, and energy toward making 
that vision a reality. Belief  becomes the 
foundation for your daily actions, driv-
ing you forward even when challenges 
arise.

So, does manifestation truly work? 
Well, it has great business leaders and 
revolutionaries. You might attribute 
their success to luck or chance, but 
you can’t deny that they believed with 
all their heart in their vision. That 
kind of  belief—so strong that it drives 
every action—is undeniably a com-
mon thread among those who achieve 
remarkable outcomes. So, is it luck, 
or is it the power of  belief ? The line 
between the two may be thinner than 
we think.

The real question is: Are you willing 
to believe before you see? As countless 
teachers and

thinkers have encouraged, can you 
assume your wish is already fulfilled? 
Perhaps it’s time to believe not only 
in the world around you but in your 
ability to shape it. What if  the life you 
dream of  is waiting on the other side of  
the limits you’ve created in your mind?

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Manifestation
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

**Serving the Boston, Worcester, 
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning

- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning

- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning

- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization
Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
 WITH CARE

774-999-7819
Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

Cleaning Services LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
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ER
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S
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NG

S

For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



12  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, September 27, 2024

More and more gardeners are add-
ing native plants to their landscapes. 
These plants provide more than beau-
tiful flowers for us to enjoy. They also 
support pollinators and other benefi-
cial insects, and provide food and shel-
ter for songbirds, toads, and 
other wildlife. 

In addition, these plants 
help protect and improve 
our soil and manage storm-
water.  The plants slow 
stormwater runoff  and 
help direct it into the soil 
through pathways created 
by their deep roots to the 
groundwater below. These 

deep roots also help break up com-
pacted clay soils. Legumes like blue 
false indigo (Baptisia australis) that are 
hardy in zones 3 to 10 help add nitrogen 
to the soil while supporting a variety of  
pollinators.

Look to wood-
land native plants 
if  you are garden-
ing in the shade. 
Tall black cohosh 
(Actaea racemo-
sa) grows four to 
six feet tall, has 
white flowers in 
summer, and is 
a host plant for 
the Appalachian 
azure butterfly. 

The spring-blooming native colum-
bine’s (Aquilegia canadensis) red and 
yellow flowers provide food for hum-
mingbirds and long-tongued insects. 
Wild ginger (Asarum canadense) 
makes an excellent groundcover that 
can hold its ground against garlic mus-
tard and other invasive plants.

Perhaps you or members of  your 
household have been reluctant to add 
these plants to your landscape. Some 
people worry that these plants won’t fit 
in with their current landscape design 
or be accepted by their neighbors. 
One option is to start including native 
plants in your landscape one plant or 
garden at a time.

As always, make sure the plants you 
select are suited to the growing con-
ditions, your garden design, and the 
available space. Some native plants are 
aggressive and work best when given a 
lot of  room to grow and spread. Others 
grow in clumps and slowly increase in 
size making them easier to include in 
smaller yards. 

Common milk-
weed (Asclepias 
syriaca) is a won-
derful but very 
aggressive native 

plant that’s a favorite of  the monarch 
caterpillar. It spreads by seeds and deep 
rhizomes making it challenging to con-
tain. Consider growing other native 
milkweeds that will support the mon-
arch but are less aggressive when space 
is limited. Butterfly weed (Asclepias 
tuberosa) hardy in zones 3 to 10 is a 
great option for those with sunny well-
drained locations. Red milkweed also 
known as swamp milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata) also grows best in full sun, 
but this milkweed tolerates moist soils.  

Think about substitutions when 
starting to add native plants to the 
garden. When one plant dies look for 
a native plant to fill the void. Consider 
one with a similar growth habit, tex-
ture, and bloom time. Prairie dropseed 
(Sporobolus heterolepsis) is a North 
American native grass with a growth 
habit similar to ornamental fountain 
grass (Pennisetum) and it provides 
many more benefits. Hardy in zones 3 
to 8, it has uniquely fragrant flowers 
in late summer, golden fall color, and 
seeds that look like gems when covered 
with ice in the winter. It is also a host 
plant for six different moths and but-
terflies. This elegant grass is at home 
in just about any style garden.

As you get to know the native plants 
of  your region and gain experience 
adding them to your gardens you may 
decide to create gardens of  all native 
plants. Look to nature for some win-
ning combinations. Combine plants 
that look good together, have the same 
growing conditions, and are equally 
assertive. When aggressive plants are 
mixed in with timid plants, you end up 
with a garden of  just one or two overly 
assertive plants.

As always, do your research first. 
Visit nearby nature centers and talk to 
others growing native plants to gather 
information and inspiration. As you 
gain success and confidence, you are 
sure to find creative ways to add these 
beauties to your landscape. 

Melinda Myers has written over 20 
gardening books, including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and DVD 
series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio 
program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Strategies for adding native plants 
to your landscape

Melinda Myers

A bee nectaring on purple prairie clover 
(Dalea purpurea) which is hardy in zones 
3-8.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Stanis Laus 
and I am very welcoming! 

Stan loves learning about 
trucks and dinosaurs! He en-
joys screen time, however, but 
he is very active and loves be-
ing outdoors, running, playing 
on his scooter, and basketball. 
You can also find Stan spend-
ing time with his friends, as he 
is very social and personable. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org /
waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/8566 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, 

and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a 
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to 
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right 
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling 
group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption 
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

Stanis Laus 
Age 9 

Registration # 8566 

and a selectman.”
A previous attempt by Spencer offi-

cials to implement a cap on large-scale 
solar arrays in town was blocked by the 
Attorney General.

Now that petition signatures have 
been delivered to state officials, Carol 
McPherson and her team are hoping for 
broader discussions among legislators 
about the impacts of  large-scale com-
mercial solar development, particularly 
on small rural communities.

“The McPhersons wish to thank 
everyone who collected signatures and 
those who signed the petitions,” read a 
statement released by Carol McPherson. 

The petition drive has also served as 
an educational tool for local youngsters 
eager to learn about environmental con-
cerns in their own back yards, group 
leaders said. The process also highlights 
the opportunities for residents to get 
actively involved in issues affecting 
their communities, rather than remain 
on the sidelines of  social media pages.

“A teacher in Spencer took a copy 
of  the petition to use in his classroom 
to discuss the rights of  each citizen to 
express their opinion by using this pro-
cess,” Carol McPherson said.

 

SOLAR
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in the community. I’d 
much rather have people 
coming here to get super-
vised help instead of  buy-
ing street drugs. We all 
want them to get the help 
they need to become pro-
ductive members of  the 
community.”

At the Sept. 16 meet-
ing, Hicks reiterated 
his request for mem-
bers of  the clinic’s lead-
ership team to attend a 
Selectmen’s meeting and 
answer questions.

Selectman Anthony 
Pepe, who opposes 
the clinic operating in 
Spencer, shared concerns 
that it could negatively 

impact recent momen-
tum across town. 

Following the Select 
Board meeting, Pepe told 
the New Leader, “I under-
stand the human side of  
this issue. Opiate addic-
tion is a scourge that is 
taking a huge toll on fam-
ilies and communities 
across the country. I do 
believe facilities of  this 
kind serve a purpose to 
address this huge prob-
lem. My job is to look 
after the best interests of  
the town. My 
point at our 
last meeting is 
that I don’t see 
the fit with 
our town; I see 
it as a safety 
and quality 
of  life issue 

for our townspeople, as 
well as an infrastructure 
issue.”  

Added Pepe, “I am also 
concerned about any 
effect on the businesses 
in town. I fear we don’t 
have the resources to deal 
with any issues that arise 
from this. We are work-
ing to improve our town 
as best as we can. We’re 
building a new school, 
trying to fix our roads, 
trying to draw families 
and new businesses to 

Spencer, and attempting 
to revitalize downtown. I 
am worried that this clin-
ic will take us a step back 
in that effort.” 

Selectmen also con-
veyed frustrations over 
having no local control 
of  the proposal.

“We have no say in 
what happens. The state 
takes everything out of  
the town’s hands and 
leaves it so you don’t 
have an opportunity to 
fight it. I think it’s a big 

mistake,” said Selectman 
Gary Woodbury. 

Hicks, who previously 
worked as a school super-
intendent, said the clinic 
could play a major role 
in helping area residents 
transform their lives.

“I saw kids’ lives 
destroyed because of  
drugs. If  someone needs 
help, I don’t mind them 
coming to Spencer to 
get help,” Hicks said 
during the Board meet-
ing. “There are people 

out there who, without a 
place to go to, are going 
to revert back to street 
drugs.”

As of  press time, no 
date had been scheduled 
for the clinic’s leadership 
team to present to the 
Board.

“I look forward to meet-
ing with the management 
of  this facility to see how 
they will help us address 
these concerns,” Pepe 
said.

CLINIC
continued from page     A1

              Co-ops also show up 
in some less familiar places.  Acorn 
Renewable Energy Co-op in Vermont, 
for example, was founded in 2008 to 
help transition area communities from 
dependence on fossil fuels to a greater 
reliance on renewable energy.  Real 
Pickles in Massachusetts, which trans-
forms produce from Northeast family 
farms into fermented foods such as 
organic dill pickles, sauerkraut, and 
kimchi, converted to a co-operative in 
2013, demonstrating the potential for 
a more sustainable path for business 
succession that roots wealth, jobs, and 
infrastructure in our region over time.

Credit Unions, with more than 403 

million members in 118 countries, 
will be celebrating the 76th annual 
International Credit Union Day on Oct. 
17.  As not-for-profit financial co-opera-
tives, these community based financial 
institutions are owned by their mem-
bers, the people who use them for sav-
ings and checking accounts, loans, and 
retirement funds.  This year’s observa-
tion will emphasis how the movement 
brings people closer together through 
co-operative finance and its continuing 
efforts to building financial inclusion 
around the world through the co-opera-
tive business model.  

As we enjoy summer’s bounty and 
prepare for the arrival of  fall color 
in our region, Co-op Month offers an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
many co-operatives that are part of  
the fabric of  our communities. Look 

for the “Go Co-op” signs on the shelves 
of  your food co-op that identify co-op 
made products. You may be surprised 
by what you find, including dairy prod-
ucts from Cabot Creamery Co-op and 
Organic Valley, fresh produce from 
local farmers, fairly traded coffee, tea, 
and chocolate from Equal Exchange, 
supplements, cards, gifts— and much 
more! 

For more information on Co-op 
Month and resources on co-operatives, 
visit https://nfca.coop.   

Erbin Crowell is Executive Director 
of  the Neighboring Food Co-op 
Association and serves on the Board of  
Directors of  the National Cooperative 
Business Association. He may be con-
tacted at erbin@nfca.coop

TIP TOP
continued from page     A1

The students recent-
ly met the President 
of  the Tournament of  
Roses, Edward Morales, 
at Leominster High 
School. The musicians are 
thrilled to receive this oppor-
tunity to take part in a signa-
ture event.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to visiting California, 
considering I’ve never been, 
and I’m super excited to be 

marching with so many peo-
ple in such a big parade,” 
said Ella Smith, an LHS 
senior who plays trombone. 
“I’m grateful for the oppor-
tunity to meet more trom-
bonists like myself, and I 
hope I get to visit the beach 
while I’m there.”

Added McKenzie Settle, 
a Millbury High School 
junior flutist who resides 
in Leicester, “It means 
so much to me because 
Marching Band has become 
a staple part of  my high 

school career. I’m look-
ing forward to going to 
California with my friends 
and performing together.”

Additional local band par-
ticipants include Russell 
Baker (trumpet); Trevor 
Moorghen (tenor saxo-
phone); Sean Alves (drum-
line); and Zachary Soulor 
(trumpet).

“The New England Honor 
Band isn’t just a band—it’s 
a symphony of  passion, tal-
ent, and camaraderie,” read 
a statement released by band 
organizers. “Our ensemble 

comprises over 300 dedicat-
ed marching band members, 
each bringing their unique 
musical voice to the grand 
stage.”

To learn more about the 
band and how it is creating 
unforgettable experiences 
for young musicians across 
New England, visit www.
newenglandhonorband.com. 

Officials from area schools 
congratulate the musicians 
on their accomplishment of  
being selected to perform as 
part of  the band. 

MUSIC
continued from page     A1



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER    13 Friday, September 27, 2024

Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

12:21 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 2:05 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), written warning; 
2:36 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 3:18 a.m.: suspicious 
activity (Stafford Street), resolved; 7:11 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton Street), 
gone on arrival; 7:16 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Mulberry Street), gone on arrival; 
8:38 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:48 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 8:56 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured mv, 
op w/suspended registration, unregis-
tered mv, criminal application issued; 
9:22 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), verbal 
warning; 9:37 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended 
license, criminal application issued; 
9:52 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:41 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 11:39 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 11:43 
a.m.: suspicious person (Main Street), 
transported to hospital; 1:43 p.m.: mv 
stop (Sargent Street), verbal warning; 
1:57 p.m.: mv stop (Sargent Street), cita-
tion issued; 2:06 p.m.: mv stop (Sargent 
Street), verbal warning; 2:40 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), written warning; 
2:44 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 3:35 p.m.: welfare check 
(Chesnar Drive), unable to locate; 4:14 
p.m.: investigation (Main Street), report 
taken; 4:20 p.m.: welfare check (Sunset 
Drive), spoken to; 4:50 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Mulberry Street), report taken; 
5:00 p.m.: mv stop (River Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:04 p.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), written warning; 5:13 p.m.: mv 
stop (River Street), verbal warning; 5:49 
p.m.: welfare check (Lexington Avenue), 
services rendered; 6:37 p.m.: mv stop 
(Marshall Street), written warning; 
7:00 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:42 p.m.: welfare check 
(Mannville Street), spoken to; 10:01 p.m.: 
mv stop (Whittemore Street), verbal 
warning; 10:16 p.m.: suspicious activi-
ty (Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unregistered 
mv, uninsured mv, criminal application 
issued.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, op w/suspended license, obstruct-
ed/nontransparent window, criminal 
application issued; 1:10 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:38 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 6:45 a.m.: accident (McNeil 
Highway), mv towed; 7:03 a.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (South Main Street), call 
canceled; 8:18 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), referred; 8:28 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 8:45 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), verbal 
warning; 8:54 a.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 9:19 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), mv towed; 9:37 a.m.: suspicious 
person (Locust Street), report taken; 
10:01 a.m.: welfare check (South Main 
Street), transported to hospital; 12:17 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 1:12 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Breezy Green Road), transport-
ed; 4:30 p.m.: assist citizen (Fairview 
Drive); 5:23 p.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 5:27 p.m.: trespassing 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by concealing merchandise, shoplifting 
by asportation, trespassing, criminal 
application issued; 6:34 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), Allison Avagianos, 43, 
402 Neponset Avenue, #3M, Dorchester, 
failure to appear upon recognizance, 
larceny under $1200, warrant, arrest; 
7:17 p.m.: residential b&e (Tobin Road), 
report taken; 8:22 p.m.: investigation 
(Soojians Drive), report taken; 8:31 p.m.: 
suspicious activity (Winslow Avenue), 
resolved; 10:00 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Chesnar Drive), Ahmed Ali Termos, 
58, 4 Chesnar Drive, Cherry Valley, 
strangulation/suffocation, intimidating 
a witness/juror/police, court official, 
kidnapping, assault & battery, a&b w/
dangerous weapon, attempting to com-
mit a crime (possession of  firearm w/o 
FID), possession of  ammunition w/o 
FID, arrest; 11:34 p.m.: investigation 
(Chesnar Drive), report taken.

SATURDAY, SEPEMBER 14
12:01 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, failure to dim headlights, op w/
suspended license, criminal application 
issued; 2:47 a.m.: investigation (South 
Main Street), report taken; 9:06 a.m.: sus-
picious activity (Chesnar Drive), spoken 
to; 10:36 a.m.: animal complaint (Main 
Street), referred; 10:44 a.m.: mv stop 
(Auburn Street), verbal warning; 10:49 
a.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), verbal 
warning; 11:13 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 11:37 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
11:55 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 12:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:23 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:06 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 1:43 p.m.: mv stop (Marshall 
Street), citation issued; 1:54 p.m.: mv 
stop (Mulberry Street), verbal warning; 
2:02 p.m.: erratic operator (Mulberry 
Street), citation issued; 2:48 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 
4:03 p.m.: investigation (Soojians Drive), 
report taken; 4:19 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Chesnar Drive); 5:20 p.m.: assist citizen 

(Stafford Street, Worcester); 6:58 p.m.: 
ambulance (Pleasant Street), transport-
ed; 8:23 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Spencer), transported; 8:24 p.m.: welfare 
check (Pleasant Street), assisted; 9:11 
p.m.: welfare check (Chesnar Drive), 
assisted; 9:51 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Hemlock Street), call canceled.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
2:42 a.m.: animal complaint (Craig 

Street), referred; 6:51 a.m.: parking 
complaint (Main Street), resolved; 7:40 
a.m.: ambulance (Winslow Avenue), 
transported; 9:06 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 9:20 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 9:25 a.m.: 
mv stop (Soojians Drive), spoken to; 9:33 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 
10:03 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:26 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:28 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 11:00 a.m.: suspicious per-
son (Main Street), verbal warning; 11:26 
a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), gone on 
arrival; 11:31 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:20 p.m.: mutual aid 
(Pleasant Street, Paxton), call canceled; 
12:24 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 12:25 p.m.: mv stop (Marshall 
Street), verbal warning; 12:27 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Paxton Street), inves-
tigated; 12:48 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), citation issued; 1:00 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 1:34 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 1:48 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 2:01 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
2:09 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), no 
action required; 2:28 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:37 p.m.: mv stop 
(Soojians Drive), verbal warning; 3:53 
p.m.: erratic operator (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 4:20 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 4:44 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
5:14 p.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal 
warning; 5:19 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 5:37 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
5:42 p.m.: suspicious person (Mulberry 
Street), resolved; 6:09 p.m.: mv stop 
(Watson Street), verbal warning; 6:22 
p.m.: mv stop (Hemlock Street), writ-
ten warning; 7:41 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), unfounded; 7:47 p.m.: mv 
stop (Harberton Drive), written warn-
ing; 8:50 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 9:45 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 9:58 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 11:20 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
1:48 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

citation issued; 2:20 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 3:50 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Pleasant Street), resolved; 
5:15 a.m.: mv stop (Paxon Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:25 a.m.: mv stop (Paxon 
Street), citation issued; 6:56 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Chapel Street), transported; 7:37 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 7:57 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), citation issued; 8:10 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 
8:27 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:06 a.m.: welfare check 
(Stafford Street), report taken; 9:32 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 11:47 a.m.: ambulance (Warren 
Avenue), transported; 11:53 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 1:42 
p.m.: assist other PD (Henshaw Street), 
call canceled; 2:06 p.m.: welfare check 
(Pleasant Street), transported to hospi-
tal; 2:43 p.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), report taken; 3:52 p.m.: assist cit-
izen (Maple Street); 4:36 p.m.: investiga-
tion (South Main Street), report taken; 
4:58 p.m.: animal complaint (Mannville 
Street), referred; 5:28 p.m.: mv stop 
(Mulberry Street), verbal warning; 5:39 
p.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), written 
warning; 6:42 p.m.: ambulance (Rawson 
Street), transported.

TUESDAY, SEPTMBER 17
1:56 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Chesnar 

Drive), unfounded; 8:31 a.m.: accident 
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 9:48 a.m.: 
assist citizen (Stafford Street); 10:28 
a.m.: illegal dumping (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 10:35 a.m.: investigation (Pelham 
Street, Worcester), report taken; 
12:05 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Worcester), call canceled; 1:31 p.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 1:34 
p.m.: threats (River Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, a&b 
on public employee, improper storage 
of  a firearm/2 counts, assault, criminal 
application issued; 2:32 p.m.: ambulance 
(Maple Avenue, Oxford), transported; 
3:20 p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
written warning; 6:28 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
6:34 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), 
report taken; 8:37 p.m.: ambulance 
(Mian Street), transported; 8:57 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 9:53 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 10:29 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Chesnar Drive), investi-
gated.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
4:05 a.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), 

transported; 5:17 a.m.: ambulance 
(Watch Street), transported; 6:59 a.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 7:56 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), spoken 
to; 10:57 a.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), report taken; 12:00 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Henshaw Street), transported; 
12:33 p.m.: disturbance (Soojians Drive), 
spoken to; 12:44 p.m.: investigation 
(Stafford Street), report taken; 12:59 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 

1:33 p.m.: neighbor dispute (Rawson 
Street), report taken; 2:57 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Reservoir Street), resolved; 
4:19 p.m.: accident (Stafford Street), 
Diana Pandi Progi, 57, 1146 Stafford 
Street, Rochdale, OUI liquor, negligent 
operation, arrest; 8:29 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 9:16 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
12:12-3:24 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:30 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Brimfield PD bolo; 4:10/5:49 
a.m.: intelligence/parole (West Main 
Street), info rec’d; 7:15 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:12 a.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:29 a.m.: officer wanted (Crown Street), 
app. to make/register firearm; 8:38 am.: 
officer wanted (Greenville Street), app. 
to make/register f  irearm;  9:11 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Sherwood 
Drive), hang-up; 9:43 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), debris in road; 
9:51 a.m.: juvenile matter (Ash Street), 
rep. incident w/son; 10:29 a.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), loose dog; 
10:52 a.m.: suspicious persons (Highland 
Street), investigated; 12:54 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 1:00 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Lake Street), no action required; 
1:50 p.m.: disabled mv (Meadow Road), 
assisted; 1:58 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Gold Nugget Road), rep. illegal burn; 
2:48 p.m.: juvenile matter (Ash Street), 
re: threat to bring firearm to school; 
3:22 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), child 
w/phone; 3:30 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 4:42 p.m.: assault (Main 
Street), report taken; 4:42 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Mechanic Street), rep. poss. sto-
len bike; 5:16 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Lambs Grove), cat attacked by dog; 5:45 
p.m.: officer wanted (Dufault Road), req. 
welfare check; 6:59 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), open line; 9:09 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Valley Street); 9:10 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Greenville Street), req. 
welfare check; 11:12 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Crestview Drive); (total daily mv 
stops – 1).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
12:14-1:19 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:42 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lyford Road); 4:05 a.m.: intelligence/
parole (West Main Street), info rec’d; 
6:36 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main 
Street), hang-up; 7:51 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:38 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Robert Bay), re: tenant/
rent pay’t; 9:48 a.m.: fire alarm (Brown 
Street), referred; 10:54 a.m.: citizen 
complaint (Casey Street), re: road clo-
sure; 11:40 a.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Chestnut Street); 12:00 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), c/o excessive 
exhaust; 12:17 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Marble Road); 12:45 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
1:21 p.m.: medical/general (Chestnut 
Street); 1:36 p.m.: fraud (Gold Nugget 
Road), report taken; 1:50 p.m.: odor of  
gas (Charlton Road), referred; 1:50 p.m.: 
fire/woods/grass (Ash Street), illegal 
burn; 2:18 p.m.: elderly matter (Laurel 
Lane), re: concern for neighbor; 2:46 
p.m.: disturbance (Greenville Street), 
unwanted party; 3:05 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
3:08 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Hastings Road); 3:36 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), LTC change of  
address; 3:46 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 3:46 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Lyford Road), req. welfare 
check; 4:57 p.m.: DPW call (Donnelly 
Road), branch in road; 8:55 p.m.: larceny 
(Main Street), rep. delivery taken by 
neighbor; 11:40 p.m.: medical/general 
(Irving Street); (total daily mv stops – 4).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
12:23-2:38 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:33 a.m.: mutual aid (Main 
Street), assist State Police; 5:13/5:30/5:57 
a.m.: intelligence/parole (West Main 
Street), info rec’d; 6:23 a.m.: residential 
alarm (Sherwood Drive), services ren-
dered; 7:00 abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), resolved; 7:26 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 8:30 
a.m.: medical/general (Wall Street); 8:35 
a.m.: animal complaint (Wm. Casey 
Road), porcupine/appears sick; 10:14 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
10:39 a.m.: fraud (Pearl Street), report 
taken; 12:18 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 12:18 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (West Main Street), services 
rendered; 1:13 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Meadow Road), re: K9 shepherd in 
kennel; 1:50 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Route 49), no contact; 5:06 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (North Spencer Road), erratic 
operator/mc; 5:35 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(G.H. Wilson Road), daughter threat-
ening to run away; 7:41 p.m.: medical/
general (Brooks Pond Road); 9:37 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Pleasant Street), rep. 
school incident; 11:09 p.m.: disturbance 
(Brooks Pond Road), noise complaint; 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
12:39-12:41 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:48 a.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), catalytic converter found; 3:22 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street), 
lift assist; 4:32 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street), lift assist; 7:52 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Howard Hurley Road), 
injured possum; 10:07 a.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Chickering Road), rep. brush fire; 
11:04 a.m.: fire/woods/grass (Summit 

Street), rep. neighbor burning trash; 
11:06 a.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 11:27 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Charron Street), re: crack in apt. 
window; 11:28 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Chestnut Street), re: issues w/spouse; 
11:46 a.m.: fire alarm (Adams Street), 
referred; 11:49 a.m.: medical/general 
(Dufault Road); 12:25 p.m.: fire (Westland 
Drive), referred; 12:37 p.m.: school alarm 
(Main Street), accidental; 12:43 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Cherry Street), re: male 
waving rifle; 1:36 p.m.: 911 call (Taylor 
Drive), no emergency; 4:21 p.m.: resi-
dential alarm (North Spencer Roads), 
services rendered; 4:54 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Howe Village), referred; 6:29 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Cottage Street); 7:34 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Smithville Road), 
investigated; 7:44 p.m.: accident (Paxton 
Road), report taken; 7:47 p.m.: officer 
wanted (North Brookfield Roads), wel-
fare check; 8:12 p.m.: medical/general 
(Crestview Drive); 8:18 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 9:02 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Crown Street), investigated; 
9:43 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Leicester PD bolo; (total daily mv stops 
– 2).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
1:05 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 

investigated; 1:19 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Park Street), investigated; 9:32 a.m.: 
medical/general (Lambs Grove); 9:37 
a.m.: medical/general (Church Street); 
11:45 a.m.: medical/general (Jones 
Street); 12:46 p.m.: mv lockout (West 
Main Street), assisted; 2:11 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Church Street), referred; 2:25 
p.m.: 911 call (Howe Village), resolved; 
2:35 p.m.: suspicious persons (West Main 
Street), investigated; 4:01 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 5:17 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Howe Village), referred; 5:42 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Chestnut Street), 
rep. child yelling for help; 6:51 p.m.: 
mv lockout (Maple Street), assisted; 
7:06 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
keep the peace; 7:13 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Cherry Street), referred; 8:36 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
c/o radio station; 8:55 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Roys Drive), investigated; 9:26 
p.m.: commercial alarm (Elm Street), 
services rendered; 10:36 p.m.: 911 call 
(Irving Street), hang-up; (total daily mv 
stops – 5).

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
12:11-2:20 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 6:39 a.m.: medical/general (Roys 
Drive); 8:10 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Bixby Road), re: missing cat; 9:46 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
missing juvenile; 10:10 a.m.: medical/
general (Fairview Drive); 10:19 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Howe Village), wants 
to surrender her dog; 10:44 a.m.: fraud 
(Howe Road), report taken; 11:07 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 11:34 
a.m.: mv lockout (West Main Street), 
assisted; 11:56 a.m.: disturbance (West 
Main Street), re: mv tow; 12:00 p.m.: 
medical/general (North Spencer Road); 
12:34 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Church Street); 1:08 p.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 1:12 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), no 
emergency; 1:16 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Lloyd Dyer Drive); 2:29 p.m.: 911 
call (West Main Street), Harrington CT 
down; 2:32 p.m.: medical/general (Clark 
Street); 2:51 p.m.: trespassing (Duggan 
Street), rep. neighbor trespassed; 4:25 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Main Street), re: 
incident at school; 4:39 p.m.: fraud (East 
Charlton Road), report taken; 6:50 p.m.: 
intelligence/drugs (West Main Street), 
info rec’d; 7:00 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), kittens found; 7:54 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Hastings Road), 
investigated; 8:36 p.m.: disturbance 
(Prospect Street), noise complaint; 11:23 
p.m.: disturbance (Bixby Road), noise 
complaint; 11:57 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; (total daily mv stops – 1).

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
 12:03-12:13 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:27 a.m.: disturbance (Lake 
Street), noise complaint; 3:41 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
email rec’d; 4:21 a.m.: school alarm (Ash 
Street), services rendered; 6:39 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Howe Village), rep. poss. 
break-in; 6:59 a.m.: FID card issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 7:27 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 7:28 
a.m.: animal complaint (Condon Drive), 
barking dogs; 10:35 a.m.: mutual aid 
(Main Street), assist State Police; 11:17 
a.m.: animal complaint (North Spencer 
Road), re: missing cat; 12:01 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Bixby Road); 12:34 p.m.: 
fraud (Borkum Road), report taken; 12:44 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (McCormick 
Road), req. board of  health; 1:42 p.m.: 
medical/general (Mechanic Street); 3:04 
p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic Street), 
questions re: restraining order; 4:21 
p.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), dog in closed car; 4:23 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Greenville Street), neighbor 
dispute; 4:47 p.m.: restraining order 
service (West Main Street); 5:31 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
text msgs. rec’d; 6:00 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Howe Village), items taken from 
apt.; 6:11 p.m.: accident (Mechanic 
Street), report taken; 6:44 p.m.: DPW call 
(McDonald Street), req. new stop sign; 
8:06 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street); 8:23 p.m.: mv stop (Maple Street), 
Charles P. Mandeville, 34, 21 Lincoln 
Street, Spencer, OUI liquor/2nd offense, 
negligent operation, arrest; 8:56 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (South Spencer Road), 
investigated; (total daily mv stops – 4).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

*5 Acres * 3.5 Baths
* Oak Floors throughout

*Gourmet Kitchen w/ center island
* Finished Lower Level w/ Full Bath

* Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEATURE HOME- CHARLTON
NEW Construction- Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $715,000

*1.37 Acres
* 2.5 Baths

*Private Country 
Setting

*Hickory  
Cabinets reaching 

to the ceiling
*Step down 
livingroom

93 Haggerty Rd. $654,900

CHARLTON- 4 BEDROOMS BUYER- 
REPRESENTATION 

OFFERED!
*Experinced Agents
*Market Knowledge
*Participants in the 
Homes for Heroes 

Program offering Buyer 
and Seller Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

2 BANKOWNED 
PROPERTIES 
AVAILABLE 

WEBSTER - 4/5 Bedroom 
Home, totally redone

$499,900
DUDLEY- 2 Units, 

2 bedroom each, 
 2 car garage

$499,000
BUYERS CALL FOR 
REPRESENTATION
Jo-Ann 508-943-7669

LAND! LAND! LAND!
CHARLTON- 6.1 ACRES

Existing well on property
Unique Opportunity - 

Existing House needs to be demolished
Call Jo-Ann for details

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski
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Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To 
Have & To Hold” Quality Built, Re-
spectfully Maintained Two Family! Built 
in 1941 & owned by the same family 
for 83+ Years. 10 Spacious Rooms! 
Hallway w/custom staircase ~ Very 
Impressive! Hardwood floors! Level lot 
w/outdoor fireplace!  $499,900.

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

Featured New Construction Listing!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside 
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction 
Homes To Be Built at this Site.  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living 
Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!      $579,900

WEBSTER- 22 COOPER RD 

Property Management   
Residential 
Commercial

Condominium
Rental/Leasing 

Property Maintenance
Construction
Remodeling
Maintenance

Handyman Services
Established in 1985 

with almost 40 years of experience. 
Fully licensed and insured.

971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

Realty Management, llc

R&R

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant

Cell 508-769-9211

I am thrilled to share that I have joined the esteemed team at 
Hope Real Estate in Webster, MA as a real estate professional! 
Having grown up in this area and worked successfully with buyers 
and sellers for over 25 years, I bring a wealth of experience and a 
personal touch to every transaction.

My commitment is to offer professional, personalized, and 
effective communication throughout the real estate process. 
Whether you’re buying or selling, I’m here to provide exceptional 
service and guide you every step of the way.

Let me put my expertise to work for you and help you find your 
perfect home or achieve your real estate goals.

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

REAL ESTATE

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news



16  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, September 27, 2024

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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