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WEBSTER — Saint
Joseph School recently wel-
comed Fr. James Kandole
Saturday, a Catholic priest
serving in Jamaica, for a
two-day visit on Tuesday,
Dec. 2, and Wednesday,
Dec. 3. Fr. Saturday is a
longtime friend of Rev.
Richard Polek, pastor of
Saint Joseph Parish, and
the two met through Food
for the Poor, an interna-
tional relief and develop-
ment organization that sup-
ports communities in need
through emergency aid
and long-term assistance,
including housing and other
basic necessities.

Fr. Saturday began his
visit by joining the school
community for its Advent
Prayer Service on Tuesday
morning. Afterward, he
spent the day in the school’s
classrooms, meeting stu-
dents and staff across every
grade level. Teachers noted
how naturally he connected
with younger children—at
times sitting on the floor
with them to talk about their
interests and questions. In

From Uganda to Jamaica

VISITING PRIEST CONNECTS WITH SAINT JOSEPH STUDENTS

S —— —
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Saint Joseph School National Junior Honor Society member Axel Kapitulik (Grade 8) presents a $500 check to Fr. James
Kandole Saturday. The donation will support Fr. Saturday’s ministry and help fund repairs to his church following Hurricane
Melissa, a Category 5 hurricane that struck Jamaica in October 2025.

Fr. Saturday used a small
Nativity set as a hands-on
way to discuss the birth

reflect on the meaning of
the season in an age-appro-
priate, engaging way.

the Pre-K 3 classroom, Later that afternoon,

Piwowarczyk sets indoor
high jump record at
Bartlett High School

WEBSTER — The Bartlett High School Indoor Track team competed in the CMAC
(Small) indoor track meet last week at the Reggie Lewis Center in Boston, Massachusetts,
and posted an impressive day of performances and personal records achievements.

Leading the way was senior captain Eryk Piwowarczyk, who set the BHS indoor high
jump record with a personal-best jump of five feet 10 inches, tying for the highest jump,
overall, in the event.

In the sprints, Xavier Sarfo placed third overall in the 55 meter dash with a time of 6.96
seconds. Personal records in the Boys’ 55 meter dash were also set by Hunter Claypool
and Jaid Montesinos. For the Girls’ the 55 meter dash saw personal bests from Deborah
Lamptey, Brittany Jubin, and Jetsun Lama.

Strong improvements continued in the 300-meter run, with personal records from
Brittany Jubin, Jetsun Lama, Xavier Sarfo, Eryk Piwowarczyk, Hunter Claypool, Jaid
Montesinos, Benjamin Horan, and Alexis Benito Torres. In the 600-meter run, Josh
Gonzalez set a new personal best, and in the 1,000-meter run, Ben Horan recorded his
fastest time, as well.

In the girls’ shot-put, Brittany Jubin made her personal-best throw, while Cameron
Forsythe and Hunter Adams each set personal records in the boys’. Xavier Sarfo also added
another personal best in the high jump event, rounding out a strong all-around performance.

Overall, the meet showcased the team’s continued growth, effort, and commitment to
improvement. The BHS Indoor Track Team continues to work hard and build momentum
as the season moves forward.

of Jesus, helping students

students in Grades 5-8
gathered in the parish cen-
ter for an energetic ques-
tion-and-answer session.
Students asked everything
from his favorite foods—
such as matoke (green
bananas) and Jamaica’s
well-known jerk chick-
en—to thoughtful ques-
tions about his childhood
in Uganda, his decision to
become a priest, his favorite
Bible verse, and his guiding
purpose in life. Fr. Saturday
emphasized a consistent
theme throughout the dis-
cussion: his hope is to help
others “fall in love with
God,” encouraging students
to live with humility, perse-
verance, and trust in God.
Middle school students
were especially interested
in Fr. Saturday’s reflections
on his ministry in Jamaica
and his community’s expe-
rience during Hurricane
Melissa, a Category 5 storm
that struck Jamaica in 2025.
He spoke candidly about
the fear and uncertainty of
the hurricane, the practical
steps people took to find
safety, and the lasting emo-
tional impact of the destruc-

Dudley-Charlton Education Foundation to host
Fourth Annual “Heroes Among Us” event
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CHARLTON — The
Dudley-Charlton Education
Foundation (DCEF), which
awards thousands of dol-
lars in grants annually, will
host its third annual “Heroes
Among Us” event on March
28 to recognize and honor
the exemplary individuals
in our DCRSD community.

This event will be an
opportunity to thank the
many educators and support
services staff who have gone
above and beyond to make a
difference in the lives of the
students of our community.
The event will be held at
the Wellsworth Hotel (for-
mally Southbridge Hotel &
Conference Center) and will
include a dinner and danc-
ing, awards ceremony, and

Turn To HEROES page A9

tion—while also sharing a
message of faith and resil-
ience in the aftermath.

Fr. Saturday returned on
Wednesday for a final gath-
ering with the entire stu-
dent body. Beth Boudreau,
Principal of Saint Joseph
School, presented him
with a school gift bag and
Saint Joseph School items
as a token of apprecia-
tion. During the assembly,
the Saint Joseph School
National Junior Honor
Society (NJHS)—advised
by Mrs. Karen Lefebvre—
presented Fr. Saturday with
a $500 donation to support
his church’s work.

NJHS is a national stu-
dent organization that rec-
ognizes middle school
students for scholarship,
leadership, service, charac-
ter, and citizenship. At Saint
Joseph School, members
commit to service through-
out the year and organize
regular fundraisers to sup-
port a variety of charita-
ble causes—both local and
beyond. The donation to Fr.
Saturday’s ministry is one
example of how NJHS stu-

Turn To KANDOLE page A9

Central
Massachusetts
Lions package

13,002 meals
to combat food
insecurity

DISTRICT 33

"ONE PRIDE,
ONE PURPOSE,
WE SERUE."”

Courtesy

Volunteers from the Oxford Lions Club Members, District 33A
Governor, and a Leo Volunteer from Baypath.

OXFORD — Oxford Lions joined other Lions of Central
Massachusetts, representing 23 Lions Clubs across the
region, came together to fight hunger during Lions Club
International’s Global Week of Service to Combat Food
Insecurity, demonstrating the power of community collab-
oration and service.

As part of this District-Wide Service Project for Lions
Club International District 33A, more than 100 volunteers,
including Lions members, local high school Leo Club mem-
bers, and community volunteers—worked side-by-side to
package 13,000 nutritious meals for individuals and fam-
ilies facing food insecurity throughout Worcester County.

This meal packing event was hosted at the Boys & Gitls
Club of Worcester, with meals prepared through a partner-
ship with End Hunger New England, part of The Outreach
Program. These meals will be distributed to local food pan-
tries and community organizations throughout Worcester
County, helping ensure access to nutritious food for those
most in need.

Turn To LIONS page A8
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Cornerstone Bank continues support
for WCAC with $25,000 Fuel Fund donation

WORCESTER
— Temperatures are drop-
ping and Cornerstone
Bank, a community bank
with locations throughout
Central ~ Massachusetts,
wants to help make sure
residents have the warmth
they need to get through
the coldest months. Just
like last year, Cornerstone
is donating $25,000 to
the Worcester Community
Action Council’s
Emergency Fuel Fund. The
Bank contributed $50,000
in both 2022 and 2023.

“Each year, we see how
rising fuel costs place real
strain on families,” said
Cornerstone Bank CEO
Todd Tallman. “WCAC
continues to be a lifeline

for residents who might
otherwise have to choose
between staying warm or
meeting other essential
needs. We are grateful to be
able to support their efforts
again this year.”

The Emergency Fuel
Fund helps homeown-
ers and renters pay home
heating bills and past due
balances on utility bills
incurred from November
through April of each year.
Income-eligible residents
can apply for aid through the
agency’s federally funded
Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program.

“Our mission as a com-
munity bank is to support
the well-being of the people

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

who live and work here,”
Tallman added. “We hope
this contribution helps ease
the burden for households
facing a difficult winter.”

ple and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County,
Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and
community-based banking
model enables a unique
ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone,
which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC,
operating independently
under its own name and

brand, provides the high-
est level of service and
expertise for individuals,
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad
range of deposit and loan
products and services. Built
on Trust is not just a tagline,

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was
formed in 2017, born of
a long history of sup-
porting the community,
and providing a strong
foundation to help peo-

but also one of our guiding
corporate values. Whether
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust.
To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings,
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Janet Malser Humanities Trust issues
call for 2026 grant applications

REGION — The Janet Malser Humanities Trust is currently accepting applications for the 2026 grant cycle.

Ms. Malser set up the charitable Trust in order to support the arts and humanities, community service and conservation
in the towns of Dudley, Oxford, and Webster. Trustees make awards annually to verified tax-exempt organizations meet-
ing the charitable purposes of the Trust. Prior recipients are encouraged to apply and are eligible as long as proper follow

up status reports have been filed.

Oxtord Community
Center hosting Fun,
Frost & Family

=
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Festival Jan. 31

The causes for which funding will be considered include: “the restoration and preservation of historic sites;
the furtherance of art and music in the schools, both public and private; public concerts with an emphasis on
classical music; the improvement and growth of public libraries; the support of church work aiding the indigent,
homeless, aging citizens and needy children;
beautification through planting and the pres-
ervation of park areas and cemeteries; the
improvement of service and equipment at the
Hubbard Regional Hospital (now UMASS
Memorial Health), and the environmental
protection of Webster Lake.”

Any questions should be addressed
to janetmalsertrust@gmail.com.

Applications and additional instructions
including filing final reports are available
at www.janetmalsertrust.org. All applica-
must be postmarked by Wednesday, April 1.
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OXFORD — The Oxford Community Center will be having its

REAL ESTATE

Fifth Annual Fun, Frost & Family Festival on Saturday, Jan. 31.
The event will kick-off with the Polar Plunge at 10:30 a.m. at
Carbuncle Pond. This will be followed by a Pancake Breakfast at
the First Congregational Church, 355 Main St., from 11 am. — 1
p.m. The main events will be held at the Oxford Community Center
from noon to 3 p.m., and will feature something for everyone
including food trucks, fire pits, s’mores, music, games and more!

> Also starting at noon, the Oxford Library will be hosting Kids’

a7

Crafts and Storytime.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Mechanical lever

7. Rocky peak

10. Leave a country

12. Discount

13. D.C. ballplayer

14. Partner to “oohed”

15. Engine sound

16. Japanese omamental box
17. Fido is one

18. Amounts of time

19. DiFranco and Phyo are two
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
22. Make secret plans

27. “Tiny Bubbles” singer
28. “His Airness™

CLUES DOWN

1. Yugoslavian communist leader
2. Exchange rate

3. High school dance

4. Peter’s last name

5. When you anticipate arriving
6. Israeli city __ Aviv

33. Moming

34. Perfected

36. Winger guitarist Beach

37. Abba _, Israeli politician

38. Self-immolation by fire ritual
39. A way to save money

40. Pulpit

41. Make ecstatically happy

44, Once more

45. Works on

48. Nocturnal S. American rodent
49. State again

50. Expression of disappointment
51. Type of door

25. Email subject line feature

26. A street with lots of nightmares

29. Rapper Rule

30. River in Scotland

31. One who settles a dispute
32. Most chummy

The Community Center will be having a Vendor Fair, Cookie
Decorating, Magic Shows, Face Painting and a Photo Booth. Come
out to this year’s Winter Festival and join in the fun!

Kenneth.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Job
change?

Whether retiring or
changing jobs, you'll
want to know your
retirement account
options.

LLC.

Tr.

There are four potential options for your 401 (k) when leaving an employer:

AUBURN

$712,000, 4 Linden Ln, Wheelock,
Danielle, and Wheelock, Andrew, to
Dolan, Elizabeth, and Dolan, Patrick.

DUDLEY
$240,000, 14 Central Ave, Berry Sr

Donald W Est, and Spooner, Sara, to
Reyes, Modesto D.

OXFORD

$352,000, 138 Main St, Gallivan,
Brendan J, and Sheehan, Heather L,
to Boyd, Katharine, and Rodriguez,

WEBSTER

$910,000, 34-36 Park St, Kbg Realty
Properties LL.C, to Meliyahu Properties

$530,000, 18 Granite St, Central City
Prop LLC, to Wps Cm 27 LLC.

$475,000, 13 Park Ave, Przybylek,
Robert P, and Przybylek, Catherine M,
to Nguyen, Thi D.

$330,000, 177 Gore Rd, Oliveira,
John B, and Nationstar Mortgage LLC,
to Meb Loan TViii, and U S Bank TNa

« Leave itin your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.

* Move it to your new employer’s 401 (k) plan, if you've changed
employers and your new employer plan allows for it.

* Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).

« Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works
best for you.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

AM-12:00 PM.
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WPI student Kevin Duong completes
Intensive Research Project

WORCESTER
— Kevin Duong, from
Auburn, a member of the
class of 2027, majoring in
Mechanical Engineering
at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI), was
a member of a student
team that recently com-
pleted a professional-lev-
el research-driven proj-
ect titled “Developing
a User-Friendly Tool to
Evaluate Parks.”

Known as
the Interactive Qualifying
Project (IQP), this proj-
ect is a core part of the
innovative undergradu-
ate experience at WPIL.
Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this
hands-on approach offers
students opportunities to
help develop thoughtful
solutions to open-ended
problems. These real-
world problems affect
the quality of life for

people in the communi-
ties where students work,
giving students a chance
to make a difference in
the world before they
graduate. All WPI under-
graduates are required to
complete an IQP, usual-
ly in their junior year,
through which they apply
science and technology
to address an important
societal need or issue.
About two-thirds of WPI
students complete their
IQP at one of the uni-
versity’s 50+ off-campus
project centers located in
more than 30 countries
around the world.

“The WPI  proj-
ect-based curriculum’s
focus on global studies
brings students out of
the classroom and their
comfort zones and into
the global community to
apply their knowledge
and to solve problems,”

said Professor Kent
Rissmiller, professor
of International & Global
Studies and  associ-
ate dean of The Global
School. “Students are
immersed in all aspects of
a different culture-from
the way people live and
work to the values they
hold to the foods they eat,
all valuable perspectives
for surviving and thriv-
ing in today’s global mar-
ketplace. They also learn
the meaning and magic
of teamwork; make a
real and meaningful
difference in their host
community; and gain a
competitive edge for
any resume, or graduate
or professional school
application.”

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI) is a
top-tier, STEM-focused

university with an RI
research classification
and global leadership in
project-based learning.
Founded in 1865, WPI’s
distinctive approach inte-
grates classroom theory
with real-world practice,
preparing students to
tackle critical challenges
through inclusive educa-
tion, impactful projects,
and interdisciplinary
research. With more than
70 bachelor’s, master’s,
and doctoral degree pro-
grams across 18 academ-
ic departments and more
than 50 global project
centers, WPI advances
knowledge and innova-
tion in fields such as life
sciences, smart technolo-
gies, advanced materials
and manufacturing, and
global innovation. Learn
more at www.wpi.edu.

EcoTarium selected for call to
International Space Station

AMATEUR
“HAM” RADIO
TO CONNECT

STUDENTS

WITH
ASTRONAUTS
AS THE
ISS ORBITS

250 MILES
ABOVE EARTH

WORCESTER — The
EcoTarium Museum of
Science and Nature has
been selected to host
a live contact with an
astronaut aboard the
International Space
Station (ISS) through
ARISS (Amateur Radio
on the International Space
Station) in spring 2026.
In collaboration with the
Central Massachusetts
Amateur Radio
Association (CMARA)
and North High School,
hundreds of students will
be invited to participate
in the event and relat-
ed education programs,
and 10 students will have
the rare opportunity to
speak directly with

place for everyone in
space science. This proj-
ect will serve as a catalyst
for curiosity, equity, and
lifelong engagement with
STEM learning.”

The EcoTarium’s
contact with ARISS is
scheduled for the week
of March 9. NASA will
confirm the exact date
and time in late February
or early March, depend-
ing on ISS orbital passes.
Recent changes to ISS
crew operations may
affect the availability of
participating astronauts,
and the contact schedule
remains subject to adjust-
ment. A public com-
munity celebration will
follow at the EcoTarium
on Saturday, March 14,
featuring hands-on activ-
ities and educational
experiences focused on
amateur radio and space
exploration.

“What a thrill to be
able to place a call to
outer space using radio
waves,” said EcoTarium
CEO Noreen Johnson
Smith. “For over 125
years, scientists have
been expanding the way
we use radio waves to
communicate and dis-
cover distant objects in
the universe. Calling the

astronauts is an exciting
lesson on the power of
electromagnetic waves.”

This initiative advanc-
es the EcoTarium’s mis-
sion of igniting curiosity
and inspiring a passion
for science, technology,
engineering, and math.
The Museum offers year-
round astronomy pro-
gramming for visitors of
all ages, including the
new NASA-funded per-
manent exhibit Lift Off!
Space Explorers, full-
dome shows in the Alden
Planetarium, newly ren-
ovated observatory, and
a monthly Astrophysics
Speaker Series.

“Space science and
wireless communica-
tions technology are
foundational to our
high-tech future,” said
Fred Kemmerer, ARISS
technical mentor and
American Radio Relay
League (ARRL) New
England Division direc-
tor. “An ARISS con-
tact gives young people
hands-on exposure to
these technologies and
often sparks a lifelong
interest in high-tech com-
munications and related
career paths.”

George Gumbrell, a
CMARA board member

and parent, emphasized
the long-term impact of
early exposure to amateur
radio.

“If you’re interested in
science and engineering,”’
he said, “amateur radio
provides a foundation for
lifelong exploration.”

Gumbrell’s son
Connor, now in high
school, was introduced
to amateur radio at age
5 and has since spoken
directly with an astronaut
aboard the ISS.

“The exposure to ama-
teur radio and hands-on
problem-solving showed
me what was possible,”
Connor said. “It’s why
I plan to pursue electri-
cal engineering after high
school.”

For more information,
visit ecotarium.org/iss.

TAX PREPARATION

Michael JarominsKi
Certified Public Accountant
6 Stratton Road ¢ Worcester, MA 01606

(508)864-3542

jarominskicpa@spectrum.net

LOWEST PRIGES - FULL SERVICE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!
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PAW of the WEEK

.
MESQUITE g
*CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION!** &
GOOD WITH KIDS, CATS & DOGS! .
L
MEET MESQUITE! -

Meet Mesquite! 5 mos./24 Ib./Female/Lab/Hound Mix She’s a sweet, 5
month, Female Lab/Hound mix. Currently weighing a sturdy 24 pounds,
Mesquite is named after the resilient desert tree and is quickly growing
into her name with a vibrant, playful personality! As a typical happy-go-
lucky puppy, she’s eager to explore the world around her and will thrive
in a home committed to positive reinforcement training and sociali-
zation. She’s looking for a family ready to provide her with plenty of
exercise, love, and guidance as she grows into a wonderful companion.

..‘. A\ MILFORD

¢ SFEDERAL
Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! ¢g%

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any
branch and bring home a treat from our
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA
508.234.8256 ¢ 800.357.2265
MilfordFederal.com

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

an astronaut in orbit.

“The ARISS con-
tact is an exciting
opportunity  for
museum  Vvisitors,
and school chil-
dren from across
the region,” said
Jason Gurtman,
manager of educa-
tional programs at

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis

of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems

WINTER
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

the EcoTarium. “By
giving students the
chance to speak
directly with an
astronaut aboard the
ISS, we’re sparking
wonder and affirm-
ing that there is a

Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

™
— v
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Salem Cross IN

RESTAURANT & 7Z7AVERN

Time to make
Valentine’s Day
reservations

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, Mé

Fully Insured
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Come on in for a
N delicious meal!

Don‘t forget...
TAKEOUT is available!
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EDITORIAL

Finding warmth
in winter’s
quiet days

Late January is rarely anyone’s favorite
moment on the calendar. The sparkle of
the holidays has faded, spring still feels far
away, and winter has settled into a routine
that can feel heavy. In towns like Webster
and Auburn, this stretch of the season often
tests patience, energy, and optimism all at
once.

Yet it is precisely during these quieter
weeks that something important continues
to happen, largely unnoticed. Community
life does not pause. It adjusts.

Library meeting rooms remain busy with
storytimes, clubs, and programs that bring
residents together for an hour or two at a
time. Local boards and committees contin-
ue to meet, reviewing budgets, policies, and
plans that will shape the year ahead. Small
businesses, nonprofit groups, and civic
organizations gather to assess where they
are and where they hope to go next. None
of this work is flashy. Much of it happens
with little fanfare and modest attendance.
Still, it is the steady foundation that keeps a
town functioning.

Winter has a way of shrinking daily life.
People go from warm house to warm car to
warm building, minimizing stops along the
way. Neighbors see one another less often.
Casual conversations grow fewer. That
makes these intentional points of connec-
tion even more meaningful. A parent bring-
ing a child to storytime. A retiree attending
a knitting group. A volunteer showing up
for a committee meeting after a long day.
These small acts are how communities stay
intact when conditions are less than ideal.

There is also value in the slower pace
winter forces upon us. Without the dis-
tractions of summer events and packed
calendars, residents have time to focus on
essentials. What needs fixing. What needs
planning. What needs care. Municipal bud-
gets are reviewed. School programs are
assessed. Community organizations evalu-
ate what worked last year and what did not.
This quieter season often produces some of
the most thoughtful decision-making.

It is easy to underestimate this period
of the year because it lacks visible excite-
ment. But towns are not sustained only by
festivals and parades. They are sustained
by consistency. By people who show up
week after week, even when the weather is
uninviting and the days are short. That reli-
ability builds trust, familiarity, and a sense
of shared responsibility.

For families, winter routines can be
grounding. For seniors, they can be a vital
source of social connection. For young peo-
ple, they provide structure and a sense of
belonging. The impact may not always be
obvious, but it is real. These moments add
up to a feeling that one is part of something
larger than oneself.

As January draws to a close, there is
no need to rush past this season or wish it
away. Winter will end on its own timetable.
In the meantime, our communities continue
to function as they always have, through
the quiet work of residents who remain
engaged even when it would be easier to
stay home.

That persistence deserves recognition.
It is the kind of strength that does not
announce itself, but it is there all the same,
carrying the community forward until the
longer days return.

iewpoint

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

Skating on bones

BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The winter cold used to invoke the
thoughts of gliding over the outdoor frozen
ponds for fun and enjoyment with friends.
Taking to the local mill ponds that weren’t
running in the winter in Auburn provided
plenty of places to go. People don’t usually
think about where the ice skates started and
how they evolved.

Archaeologists have discovered draw-
ings that depict people gliding over frozen
surfaces and artifacts of bone and leather
skates.

It shouldn’t surprise people that the envi-
ronment probably influenced the develop-
ment of skating. Places like Scandinavia
and Eastern Europe which have prolonged
periods of cold and ice needed a way to
travel over the ice efficiently. Skating pro-
vided a silent way to pursue animals across
frozen terrain, a crucial survival need. The
first skates were made from reindeer or
oxen rib bones, with holes drilled in to
pass straps through to secure the blade to
the foot. The thickness of the bone lying
flat could allow the skater to glide in all
directions. The blade traveling over the
ice melts a thin layer of water that lets the

skate glide. It was about the 13th century
when skates got medal blades which were
made from iron then embedded in wood.
The wood would be fastened to the shoe
with leather straps. Later on, there were
spikes that attached the blades to the bottom
of the shoe. Hopefully the sole was thick
enough for the spike not to go all the way
through to the foot. In 1850, E.V. Bushnell
of Philadelphia patented the first all-metal
clamp skates. This allowed the steel blade
to be permanently screwed directly onto the
sole and heel of a dedicated skating boot.

The Auburn Historical Society Museum
has a collection of “vintage” ice skate as
well as roller skates on display. There are
no bone ones, but there are the wooden
and medal strap on skates and some with
keys. Come in and hear stories about what
happens when you lose the key to the skate
and you can’t get the skate off.

This article is made possible by the
Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41
South Street. The museum is open Tuesday
and Saturday mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p-m., and may be reached at auburnmuse-
um@verizon.net or 508-832-6856, www.
auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or follow us
on Facebook at Auburn Historical.

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

Lanterns Along Main Street

There was a time when
every important message in
life arrived in an envelope.

You could tell what kind
of day it was going to be by
the look of the mail.

LANTERNS

shape each word. Someone

thought enough of me to

place a stamp in the corner

and walk it to a mailbox.

That effort carried meaning
all its own.

A thick envelope our
meant paperwork. ALONG Massachusetts
A thin one with towns, we still
careful handwriting MAIN see glimpses
meant something of that slow-
better. Sometimes m er rhythm. You
it was a birthday =~ ByCHARLES notice it when
card. Sometimes someone holds

it was a note from

an old friend who had not
forgotten you. Either way,
it required a small ritual.
You carried it inside. You
sat down. You opened it
slowly. You read it more
than once.

These days, most of our
messages arrive silently.
They pop onto a screen
and vanish with the swipe
of a finger. Efficient, yes.
Convenient, absolutely. But
I sometimes wonder what
we lost when we stopped
holding words in our hands.

I was reminded of this
last week, when I found a
small stack of old letters
tucked inside a desk draw-
er. They were not famous
letters. No historic figures.
No dramatic confessions.
They were simple notes
from people who mattered
to me at different points in
life. A thank-you card from
a neighbor after we helped
move a couch. A short let-
ter from a relative who has
since passed. A postcard
sent from a vacation years
ago, the handwriting slight-
ly crooked, the ink faded
around the edges.

What struck me was not
the content alone. It was the
care. Someone took time to
sit down, choose a pen, and

the door at the
post office and waits, rather
than rushing past. You see it
when neighbors exchange
Christmas cards that arrive
days after the holiday, yet
feel no less warm. You hear
it when someone says, “I
wanted to tell you this in
person,” and means it.

We live in a world that
rewards speed. Faster
replies. Faster news. Faster
everything. There is noth-
ing wrong with progress.
I appreciate being able to
check in on family with a
quick message or send a
photo across the state in
seconds. But speed should
not replace intention.

There is something
grounding about slowing
down long enough to put
thoughts on paper. When
you write a letter, you tend
to choose words more care-
fully. You pause. You recon-
sider. You often soften your
tone because you know the
message cannot be edited
after it is sent. That alone
might improve a few con-
versations in modern life.

I am not suggesting we
abandon technology or
return to quill pens and can-
dlelight. I am suggesting we
remember that human con-
nection benefits from effort.

A handwritten note does not
need to be long. It does
not need perfect grammar.
It needs sincerity.

Imagine what would hap-
pen if more of us sent a
simple card to a teacher
who made a difference, a
neighbor who checked in
during a tough week, or a
family member who rarely
hears how much they mat-
ter. Those envelopes would
carry more than paper. They
would carry recognition.

Our small towns have
always thrived on these
quiet gestures. The casse-
role dropped off without
being asked. The wave to a
familiar face at the grocery
store. The short conversa-
tion at the hardware counter
that turns into advice about
life rather than screws.
These are the lanterns along
our main streets. They
do not blaze. They glow
steadily, guiding us back to
one another.

This week, I plan to write
a few notes and send them
the old-fashioned way. No
special occasion. No dra-
matic reason. Simply a
reminder to people I appre-
ciate that they are seen and
valued.

If you are looking for a
simple way to make the
world around you feel a lit-
tle warmer, consider doing
the same. Write one let-
ter. Address one envelope.
Drop it in the mailbox and
walk away knowing you
have sent something more
lasting than a notification.

In a fast-moving world,
choosing to slow down,
even briefly, can feel quiet-
ly revolutionary. And some-
times, the smallest acts
carry the brightest light.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Emal Us,

news@
stonebridgepress.news ~J5\
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Today’s column will focus on pinback but-
tons. Pinback buttons are usually round metal
discs with a pin attached to the back that you
can wear on a shirt, jacket, etc. We often asso-
ciate them with political campaigns, but they
were used in advertising, political messaging,
and for other purposes.

I'll start by providing
some history on pinback
buttons. Prior to pinbacks
several variations of
clothes fastener buttons
were created by crafts-
men to commemorate
George  Washington’s
inauguration in 1789.
Mount Vernon has nine
different inaugural button
versions in their collec-

ANTIQUES,

COLLECTIBLES tion, according to their

website. One has an eagle

. .&.E.ST£¥11E5. , with the date March 4,

1789, when Washington

WAYNE was originally sched-
TUISKULA

uled to be inaugurated. It
was rescheduled to April
30. Another popular president’s campaign
advanced the use of buttons. During Lincoln’s
1860 campaign ferrotype (also known as
tintype) photographs were made into cam-
paign buttons. The images on thin metal
sheets were reproduced and typically inserted
inside of brass holders with campaign mes-
sages embossed on the brass. In 1896, the
Whitehead and Hoag Company began pro-
ducing brightly colored pinback buttons using
a new plastic material called celluloid.

Political buttons are some of the most pop-
ular with collectors. The American Political
Items Collectors group lists several sub-
categories of pinbacks. Some are presiden-
tial campaigns, focus on a single election
year, single political parties, 3D items, local
campaigns, Women’s Suffrage movement,
Prohibition movement, social causes, and
Civil Rights.

Other types of collectible pinback buttons
include comic characters, events, advertising,
funny or serious sayings, entertainment, and
sports.

You can buy some pinbacks for under
a dollar while others can sell well into the
thousands, and we’ve seen some good results
in our auctions. A group of political pinbacks,
including McKinley for president, sold for
over $200. A group of 17 advertising, souve-
nir, Temperance Movement, circus & other
pinbacks went for $330 in 2024. As you might
expect, sports related pinbacks are some of the
most collectibles. Twelve early 1900s tobacco
premium and 1930 Cracker Jack baseball
pinbacks brought over $260. Major Taylor
was an African American cyclist who lived
in Worcester and is in the U.S. Bicycling Hall
of Fame. A pinback button labeled “Black
vs. White” promoted an 1898 race between
Taylor and Eddie McDuffee. It sold in one of
our 2022 auctions for over $1.400.

There is also a Worcester connection to
one of the most iconic pinback buttons ever
made. Harvey Ball is said to have created the
iconic smiley face image that became popular
on buttons since the 1960s. An article in the
Smithsonian Magazine said that Ball was
paid $45 for what took him about 10 minutes
to design the image for the State Mutual Life
Assurance Company. Smiley face pinback
buttons with the original State Mutual mark-
ings on the back have recently sold between
$10 and $60 in online auctions. It’s not a
windfall but still enough to put a smile on
your face.

The single-collector Civil War auction
we’ve been working on will begin soon.
We’re preparing for a major auction with fine
jewelry, sterling silver, art, and other antiques
and collectibles that will take place after that.
We also have been accepting consignments
for a major sports and comic book auction that
will take place in the summer. It will feature
the first baseball Ted Williams signed when
he signed a contract with the Boston Red Sox.
Please visit our website https://centralmas-
sauctions.com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auction
information at: Wayne Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass Auctions for
Antique, Collectibles Auctions and Appraisal
Services info@centralmassauctions.com or
(508-612-6111).
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Rita Zielinski

Gelinas Alumni
Scholarship

available to
Bartlett 2022
alumni

WEBSTER — The Bartlett High School Guidance
Department is once again offering the Rita Gelinas
Scholarship for the study of math or science.

Students from the BHS Class of 2022 who will be imme-
diately entering a graduate program in a math or natural
science field are encouraged to apply. Funds are available
up to $5,000 per semester with a minimum award of 1,000
per semester for one year. Please pick up an application in
the Guidance Department or contact Kim Granger at (508)
943-8552, ext. 34017. Complete applications are due to the
Guidance Department by Friday, April 10.

Bartlett Class of
2026 invited to

apply for Gelinas
Scholarship

WEBSTER — The Rita Gelinas Scholarship is also
available to students in the Class of 2026. Two seniors will
be chosen to receive up to $10,000 a year for all four years
of an undergraduate program.

Applicants must have over a 3.0 (B average) and be
pursuing a major in either a math or natural science field.
The application process is very extensive so all applicants
should start the process early. In addition to other materi-
als, students must supply their SAR (Student Aid Report
through the FAFSA process) as well as the financial aid
award letter from the college that the student WILL attend if
given the award. Applications are due to the BHS Guidance
Department by Friday, April 10.

If you have any questions about either of these schol-
arships please contact Kim Granger in the Guidance
Department at Bartlett at (508) 943-8552, ext. 34017 or via
email at kgranger@webster-schools.org.

Local students earn Dean’s List
honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY Nichols College
is proud to recognize the academic
accomplishments of students on the
fall 2025 Dean’s List.

Dean’s List recognizes those stu-
dents who achieve high grades during
a single semester. To be included on
the Dean’s List, a student must have
a minimum grade point average of
3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate cred-
it-hours and must have received no
grades below B- during the semester.

The following local students have
achieved Dean’s List honors for the
fall 2025 semester:

Innis Acosta Bernazar of Webster

Felicia Benoit of Webster

Nico Borgia of Dudley

Ryan Bray of Oxford

Nasir Bridgewater of Dudley

Samantha Buchanan of Dudley

Anthony Burke of Oxford

Alexander Card of Dudley

Marc Dinary of Dudley
Jeremiah Dorbor of Dudley
Damien Dumont of Dudley
Abigail Graham of Webster
Brady Holden of Webster
Madeleine Jean of Oxford
Julia Lech of Dudley

Myla Leite of Dudley

Anna Lesperance of Oxford
Lizzy Mahlert of Oxford

Owen Marengo of Dudley
Mackenzie Masters of Oxford
Alexandro Montreuil of Oxford
Ava Pederson of Dudley
Nevaeh Pepper of Webster
Alymarie Rodriguez of Webster
Sammie Russell of Dudley
Samantha Tremblay of Webster
Kyle Banfill of Auburn
Anthony Casillo of Auburn
Daniel Handfield of Auburn
Trystan St. Pierre of Auburn

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned busi-
ness accreditation from the prestigious
Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB
International), the longest serving
global accrediting body for business
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners,
educators, and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms
today’s students into tomorrow’s lead-
ers through a dynamic, career-focused
business and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world learning
focused on professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, competitive
athletics, and an unmatched alum-
ni advantage - equipping students to
exceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

Local students earn President’s List
honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY Nichols College
is proud to recognize the academic
accomplishments of students on the
fall 2025 President’s List.

President’s List recognizes those
students who achieve high grades
during a single semester. Students
whose semester grade point average
is 3.85 or higher for at least 12 under-
graduate credit-hours and no grades
below B- will receive President’s List
honors.

The following local students have
achieved President’s List honors:

Daniel Adamuska of Dudley

Kaitlin Baca of Webster

Brea Brunelle-Jacoby of Oxford

Izabella Coughlin of Dudley

Cy Ducharme of Dudley

Pamela Gonzalez Vallardi of Dudley

Zachary Hebert of Dudley

Marta Hellstrom of Oxford
Thalia Hernandez of Dudley

Anthony Jancewicz of North Oxford

Kaiden Keddy of Webster
Lexani Lewis of Webster
Chase Marengo of Dudley
Natasha McClay of Dudley
Ethan Minarik of Webster
Leah Monti of Webster
Tomasz Pater of Dudley
Anthony Pellegrine of Dudley
Joseph Salonis of Dudley
Jonathan Vitkus of Dudley
Adam Warner of Webster
Aiden Wolfram of Webster
Tommy Burny of Auburn
Alex Leblanc of Auburn

Alex Mercadante of Auburn
Cindy Ngo of Auburn

Tyler Poshkus of Auburn
Lorenzo Santos-Diaz of Auburn

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned busi-
ness accreditation from the prestigious
Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB
International), the longest serving
global accrediting body for business
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners,
educators, and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms
today’s students into tomorrow’s lead-
ers through a dynamic, career-focused
business and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world learning
focused on professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, competitive
athletics, and an unmatched alum-
ni advantage - equipping students to
exceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

ariton Ofl

508-248-9797

_ Prépane

WE BUY GOLD

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER @ =I5

JEWELERS™ ¢

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

L1 — $4.99 301-500.......c00e $225 {0 80%
T 50-75 s $3.49 500 PLUS...........$2.10 )
SIJe(“a lizi ng 76150 ... $2.95 Duel Fuel........$375 _ Driver
151-300........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 1/19/26 was s3-1 9 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

o

*prices subject to change
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PROPHE MEMGL Tanks Filled

First!”

For

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And I Will Install.

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Qutside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Advertising
Information
Call
774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge

Press.nEws

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Sl === === === === =]

\

Community
Connection

\ \




6 * STONEBRIDGE PRESS o Friday, January 23, 2026

www.StonebridgePress.com

Sherift’s Office announces promotions of local officers

Sheriff Evangelidis (Right) and Sergeant Matthew Culley (Left).
WEST BOYLSTON —  Matthew Culley of Auburn ing the safety and security

Worcester County Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis is proud
to announce the promotion
of four officers to the rank
of sergeant at the Worcester
County Jail and House of
Correction.

Among those advancing
from officer to sergeant are

and Lindsay McNamara of
Dudley.

In their new roles,
these sergeants will take
on increased leadership
responsibilities, including
supervising officers and
civilian staff, overseeing
inmate activities, and ensur-

of both staff and inmates
within the facility.

“These promotions rec-
ognize individuals who
consistently demonstrate
leadership, professionalism,
and a deep commitment to
public safety,” said Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis. “Each of

Sheritt Evangelidis (Right) and

these officers has distin-
guished themselves through
their dedication and ability
to lead by example. I am
confident they will contin-
ue to strengthen our mis-
sion to serve the residents
of Worcester County with
integrity and excellence.”

The Worcester County

Sergeant Lindsay McNamara

Jail and House of Correction
houses pre-trial detainees
and inmates serving sen-
tences of two and a half
years or less. In addition
to managing the facility,
the sheriff’s office operates
community resource cen-
ters in Fitchburg, Worcester,
and Webster.

informa-
tion about the Worcester

For more

County Sheriff’s Office
and  opportunities  to
join as a Correctional
Officer, please visitwww.
WorcesterCountySheriff.
com.

SINARMIUP
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2024 FORD MUSTANG GT 2024 FORD RANGER

Premium Coupe, Oxford White, V8, 6 Speed Manual, #24M49 :
. - ‘ Crew Cab Lariat,

4 4x4, 2.3 Ecoboost,

' Chrome

Appearance
#24RA5

4X4

- ey o

Was $54,610 NOW $49,999  was $49,675 NOW $46,950

BRAND NEW!!! BRAND NEW!!!

PRE-OWNED VALUE!!

2022 FORD MAVERICK +ru11335 2023 FORD BRONCO “FULL SIZE”
1 Owner, Hybrid, Front Drive, 73k Miles, Rear Camera, Outer Banks in Egyptian Green! 4x4 hard Top, 18” Alum.
sz1 ’499 Wheels, 23k Miles, #TU11295 FULL SIZE FUN AT “5’999

Tonneau Cover, “Great fohose around town errands”
2023 VOLKSWAGEN 2022/23 LINGOLN
TIGUAN :ru1 125 CORSAIR(S)

AN
h from “4”,
1 Owner, “SE”, 4-Motion, 53K Mlles, Choose from

LUXURY FOR LESS z 999 ety of Col .
P/ Liftgate, 18” Wheels FROM s3 0 Variety of Colors and Options

—da

$24,999
Choose from Over “40” Pre-Owned, Fully Serviced Vehicles!
On Site Financing Options AND Extended Warranty Options

Visit us on-line at

lamoureuxford.com

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
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GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; Saturday
9 am.-2 p.m.

The Library will be closed on Monday,
Jan. 19 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

Want to receive updates about our
upcoming events? Sign up for email alerts
by visiting our website or contacting our
Adult Services Librarian Jessica Fontaine
at jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming

Literacy Volunteers:
Tuesdays at 6:00pm

The Literacy Cafe is a free week-

ly English conversation class offered
by Literacy Volunteers of South Central
Massachusetts (LVSCM). This class is free
to attend and is open to all adults. No
pre-registration is required. For more infor-
mation, email us at info@lvscm.org.

ESL Classes —

Library for All — Mondays and Fridays
at 10am
Library for All is an inclusive pro-
gram for teens and adults of all abilities and
their caregivers. Please let us know if you
need any special accommodations! Join us
every Monday and Friday! The 1st week
of the month is coloring, the 2nd week is
LEGO, the 3rd week is chair yoga, and the
4th week of the month is painting.

Grief Support Group — 2nd Tuesday and
4th Saturday of the Month (6:30pm on
Tuesdays; 10:00am on Saturdays) in the
Local History Room

Losing a loved one is never easy.
Please know that you are not alone. If
you need support in trying to navigate the
changes in your life, join us in a place of
safety and comfort with others who have
also experienced loss. This grief support
group is a place to find understanding as we
explore our grief, share coping strategies,
and begin to heal.

Yoga — Saturdays at 9:30am

Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E
Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class for
all levels. A typical class involves centering
the mind with the breath, aromatherapy,
movement of the body to release energetic
blockages, and, finally, rest and relaxation.
Classes are free. Funded by the Friends of
the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library.

Yoga Nidra with Jess — Fridays in January,
at 8:15am; No Class on January 23rd
Join Adult Services Librarian
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidra practice to
start your day. Jess will guide participants
through a few simple yoga asanas to release
physical tension. Participants will then set-
tle into a reclined position for a guided
relaxation (yoga nidra). This program takes
place before the library officially opens.
Registration is required and Jess will meet
you at the program door. If you have your
own yoga mat, please bring it and be sure
to dress in comfortable clothing.

The Chatty Chapter Book Group -
Thursday, January 22nd at 6:00pm

Join The Chatty Chapter, our

genre book group! Each month we read a

different genre. January’s genre is a dark
comedy: Sky Daddy by Kate Folk.

New England Ice Harvesting — Thursday,
January 22nd at 6:30pm
Join us for this illustrated talk
by Jane Hennedy as she provides a crys-
tal-clear look into a process that was once
commonplace for people in past centu-
ries. The program includes examples from
regional collections on food preservation
methods used prior to ice boxes, the oppor-
tunities for cold cash from this seasonal
industry, how activity invigorated food
culture here and around the world, and
with the advent of electrical refrigeration,
the slow melting of the ice business. Jane
Hennedy is a museum professional with
more than thirty years of experience in car-
ing for and sharing local history. She is the
site manager for two 18th century farms in
southern Rhode Island owned by Historic
New England.
Writing Group — Monday, January 26th

For
Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

at 6:00pm

Do you enjoy writing but struggle
to find the time or excuse to sit down and
do it? Join us for a low pressure evening
where you can sit and write creatively
with others in a cozy setting. There will be
prompts available, and time to share and
discuss our projects, or just chat about the
writing process, but sharing is not required.
Bring something you are currently working
on, or start something new! Snacks and
drinks will be available.

LUK Mentoring Drop-In Information
Session — Tuesday, January 27th from 3:00-
7:00pm

Are you interested in becoming
a mentor? January is International Mentor
Month and our community is in need of
role models. Drop in to meet with Hannah
from LUK to learn more about how you
can provide crucial support to young peo-
ple seeking mentorship. No registration is
required.

Something from Nothing Pantry Series —
Thursday, January 29th at 6:00pm
Join us for our pantry staples
cooking series, Something from Nothing,
from January-March. Each month we’ll
focus on creating a simple recipe from low-
cost ingredients that you can put together at
home again and again. In January we’ll be
making hummus. This program is for adults
and requires registration.

Winter Armchair Travel Series for
Seniors: Paris — Friday, January 30th at
10am

Join us on an unforgettable jour-
ney through the enchanting city of Paris.
Our expert guide, Cecelia, will lead you
through iconic landmarks and hidden gems
that make Paris a true global treasure. This
program is for senior citizens and will be
facilitated by one of our librarians. Please
come with questions for your tour guide!
Bon Voyage!

Programming for All Ages

The Dangerous Art of Chainsaw
Sculpture! — Saturday, January 24th at
11:00am

A fun, interesting, interactive and

engaging journey through the amazing
career of world-famous Master Chainsaw
Sculptor, Dr. “The Machine” Jesse Green
(AMERICAN CHAINSAW on National
Geographic Channel, ESPN/ Disney and
more.) Through an incredible series of
photos, the process of creating gigantic,
death-defying works of art from trees is
brought to life in a BIG way! Attendees
will be able to ask questions throughout and
fully participate in the discussion. You’ve
never seen anything like it!

Bingo - Saturday, January 31st at
11:00am
Join us for a fun all ages Bingo
event! Mystery prizes will be rewarded to
the winners. All are welcome, no registra-
tion required.

Children’s and Young Adult Programming
Play-Doh Storytime — Mondays at
10:30am
Join us for an engaging storytime
filled with interactive stories and Play-Doh
fun! Kids are invited to explore, squish and
make new creations each week. This sen-
sory-friendly program is perfect for young
learners and their grown-ups.

Creators Club — Mondays from 4:00-
5:30 PM

We will have a variety of craft materials
available to put your creativity to the test!
Come explore our newly rebranded Monday
night program: Creators Club! January’s
theme is Clay Art.

Tiny Groovers — Tuesdays at 10:30am
Join Miss Paige for a new story-

time! Toddlers ages 2-5 and their caregivers
will dance to popular kids’ tunes using
while instruments and playful props, and
enjoy an interactive story each week.

Busy Baby Storytime — Fridays at
10:30am
Join Miss Paige for Busy Baby
Storytime! Babies and caregivers will enjoy
rhymes, movement, and simple stories that
build early literacy skills in a fun and play-
ful way.

Tween Cupcake Wars — Monday, January
26th at 5:30pm

Time for a cupcake battle! Kids

ages 7-12 are invited to join our first-ever

Cupcake Wars, competing in teams of two

to decorate cupcakes based on a surprise

theme. Anonymous judges will vote, and

one duo will take home a prize!

Due to limited supplies, registration is
required. Please only register if your child
falls within the required age range. If you
are registered for the previous session
please do NOT sign up for this one.

Mini Chefs Club — Wednesday, January
28th at 5:30pm
Welcome to Mini Chefs Club!
Our food focused series is back, offer-
ing kids 7-12 the opportunity to practice
knife safety while learning new recipes that
involve cutting a variety of ingredients.
During this second session, participants
will often be split into groups of two or
more and collaborate to prepare larger
dishes for everyone to share. Due to limited
supplies, registration is required.
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LAKESIDE

1/16
1/23
1/24

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! \usic
BINGO

Jonny Taylor THEI‘ESRI‘){AY
Bad Tickers 7709

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99

Three-Gourse Meal Deals
Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Easy Season

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on

Facebook

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
ut or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check
> out the
" new Fall/
_ Winter
menu

Winter

We are in the process

make room for new
2026 models.
Because of this, we
are offering savings
throughout the store!

CLEARANCE

@@/@ InterestEoriAYeat

% Bedrooms

of selling out some of & Living R

our current stock to : 1ving hooms
% Recliners

% Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

SALE!

Occasional Pieces
Entertainment
Centers

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville ® 508-234-8777
FREE Delivery & Removal ¢ FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

NEW YEAR

SALE!

HUGE
KITCHEN
PACKAGE ¢

h
€
[
>

2026

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

LAUNORY L: $269 SAVE UP TO . FT.
REBATES (REGULARLY $499). 7 (1] I " ' PREELER
REBATES QUEEN: 5299 9 799
gzu |I.|[)I ssmglg'gv ........ $99.99 \ (REGULARLY $599) W‘
egularly . s 3\ SAMSUNG TOPLOAD| (* G.E.27cu.FT. [ FT.
43" Smart TV.....ve. $199.99 D(I;SEHI\)AIIEII\-gl)i(ER SRF ngh%%ﬁ'ﬁgn WASHER & DRYER | | FRENCH DOOR 50?.}.]5“ WASHER OR
Regularly $249.9 GAS RANGE Pair - Reg. $1199.99 REFRIGERATOR DRYER
50” HDTV Television..$229.99 s Reg. $499.9999 ng $399 99 s Reg. $399A99g o 399999 Reg. $1999.99 FREEZER Reg. $599.99
Regularly $269.99 "$ : ‘ 399 ) 299 J| Ao *l399"’” SI8999
55” HDTV Television..$229.99 p S — X/ 4
Regularly $349.99 WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT1 FRQI;G(I:IIJJAIFF_}_E wgngjﬁ é\nsAT%E‘;{E 16 7m0 Mm/s\ﬁE%EEgXE wHIRLPooL | WE INSTALL
ARl [ e, | | mermiGeaton || microwave || WASHER & DRYER || Mopyeg™ || SIDE BY SIDE NIIE:IEEJ\(IIUSL{\[I]?SS&
. Reg. $699.99 Reg’ $249:99 Reg. $699.99 ’ R
75" HDTV......core $ 99 || s=q@=> | * o || $ 99| s o |8 99
75" HOTL. ... °699 | | 599= | ‘229" || *1399°°)| 549 | *1199* | nisHuwasHers!

SLEDS, SKATES

I\
1 v ;
u 4 ’
>

GI.EABANGE

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

[ - ﬁ
L2 ' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-7pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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LIONS

continued from page Al

“We are seeing pandemic-level need among our families,
and we anticipate that it will continue to grow,” said Boys
& Girls Club of Worcester CEO Liz Hamilton. “The only
way to truly make a difference is by coming together as a
community: sharing resources, collaborating with new part-
ners, and collectively planning. We will do whatever it takes
to alleviate as much of the burden as possible that unfairly
falls on our youth and families. We are grateful for the Lions
partnership in helping us address food inequity.”

“This project reflects the heart of what Lions do— bring-
ing people together to serve our communities in meaningful
ways,” said Andrew Keane, District Governor, “By work-
ing collectively across Central Massachusetts, we are mak-
ing a real, measurable impact in combating food insecurities
in local communities.”

Community impact at a glance

13,002 meals packaged

More than 158 volunteers including Lions, Leo Club
members, and community volunteers

23 Lions Clubs participating across Central Massachusetts

6 districts of Leos/advisors 60 volunteers in total

District-Wide Service Project — Lions District 33A

Meals distributed throughout Worcester County

The project was made possible through generous support
from our corporate sponsor, bankHometown, along with
additional financial support from local Lions Clubs. The
initial effort was enabled by a $3,000 grant from Lions Club
International Foundation (LCIF), bringing total funding
support to $5,200.

About the Lions of Central Massachusetts
The Lions of Central Massachusetts are part of Lions Club
International District 33A, a network of 45 local Lions
Clubs dedicated to serving the communities of Central
Massachusetts. Lions focus on addressing critical commu-
nity needs, including hunger, vision care, youth services,
and disaster response.

About Lions Club International’s Global Week of Service
Each year, Lions around the world unite during Lions Club
International’s Global Week of Service focused on Hunger
to take action globally through local hands-on service proj-
ects and community partnerships.

About The Boys and Girls Club of Worcester
The Boys & Girls Club of Worcester serves more than
8,000 kids annually. Every day, 550+ kids (ages 5-18)
participate in programs at the three Clubhouses located
in Main South, Great Brook Valley and Plumley Village.
The Club offers award-winning arts programs, sports and
games, tutoring and college prep, leadership opportunities,
mentors, job readiness and employment, and provides free,
nutritious meals to all who attend.

About The Outreach Program/End Hunger New England
End Hunger New England is one of seven coastal regions
involved in the national Outreach Program. Our sole focus
is to help those who struggle with food insecurity in the
six states throughout New England. Over the last 15 years,
we have packed 51,500,000 meals for local food pantries,
backpack programs, and homeless shelters. To learn more,
go to www.EndHungerNE.org

For more information or to learn how to get involved:
www .lionsdistrict33a.com, Facebook: LionsDistrict33Al
Contact Email — kkeanecst33a@gmail.com or colleen@
oncay.net

WEBSTER SENIOR CENTER

5 Church St.

(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@ Webster-MA .gov

Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 am. - 4 pm.,
with one Thursday a month 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

THE SENIOR CENTER WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY (1/19) FOR MLK JR. DAY!

Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to view
our photographs, news and announcements. Please stop
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for a complete list of
activities, upcoming events, and our monthly lunch menu.
You may also join our email list to view our newsletter
online. You do not have to be a resident of Webster to par-
ticipate in our activities and programs. ALL Seniors are
welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am. Please call (508)
949-3845 at least three business days in advance to reserve
or cancel your meal. A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, and
$5 for 55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include milk, bread,
and dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, 1/20: Lasagna and
meatballs with marinara sauce, roasted broccoli and carrots.
Wednesday, 1/21: Chicken fajitas, Spanish rice, black beans
and corn. Thursday, 1/22: Vegetarian chili with cheese,
roasted potatoes, country blend vegetables. Friday, 1/23:
Soup du jour, roast beef sandwiches, bean salad.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at 1-800-
321-0243 at least two business days in advance to schedule
transportation. Elderbus is available Mondays- Fridays 8:30
am- 3:00 pm.

Come down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the Webster
Senior Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment.
Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in appointments
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays by appointment only from 10:00
am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an
appointment.

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty Arroyo are the
perfect workout for any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new video class will be
offered Thursday and Friday mornings, free of charge.

Now introducing Line Dancing with Forty Arroyo!
Classes will start on January 26th, and will be held from
11:00 am to 12:30 pm on every 4th Monday of the month.

Khnitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from 10:00
am- 12:00 pm.

Molly Starczewski named to Fall
Dean’s List at Hofstra University

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Molly Starczewski of
Dudley excelled during the fall 2025 semester at Hofstra,
achieving a GPA of at least 3.5 to earn a spot on the Dean’s
List. Molly’s major is Dance.

Hofstra University’s primary mission is to provide a
quality education to its students in an environment that
encourages, nurtures, and supports learning. At Hofstra,
new ideas take shape through collaboration, engagement,
and interaction. Hofstra students create their success with
small classes and dedicated faculty, alongside a beautiful
campus, plus all the opportunities of New York City within
easy reach.

LEGALS

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at 1:00 pm.
Please plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy your
bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly Cribbage
group meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested persons to the Webster
Senior Center! Come join us for six-card or thirteen-card
pitch! Six-card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm.
Thirteen-card pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1:00 pm.
Beginners welcome!

We now have an official Bridge group! We will be meet-
ing every Friday from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in the upstairs
activity room. All that are interested are welcome to join!

The Worcester County Sherift’s Office House Numbering
Program will create a custom wooden sign with your house
number free of charge. One sign per senior household.
Please contact the Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845.
if you are interested in having a house number sign made
for you.

Senior SAFE is a program that supports fire and life
safety education for seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will
do a home visit to ensure that you have the correct smoke
and CO2 alarms, and that they are working properly. This is
at no cost to you! All you have to do is give them a call at
(508) 949-3875.

Nomination
papers available
for Webster town
election

WEBSTER — The Annual Town Election will be held in
Webster on Monday, May 4. Nomination papers are now
available in the Town Clerk’s Office for those that wish to
run for local office. The offices with positions available are
as follows:

*Board of Selectmen - Two Seats - Three Years
*School Committee - Two Seats - Three Years
*Board of Health - One Seat - Three Years

- One Seat - Two Years
*Finance Committee - Two Seats - Three Years
*Board of Library Trustees - Two Seats - Three Years
*Housing Authority - One Seat - Three Years
*Redevelopment Authority - One Seat - Five Years

Nomination papers require 50 Webster registered voter
signatures for all town-wide offices. The last day to take
out nomination papers is Thursday, March 12. Nomination
papers must be returned to the Town Clerk’s Office for
certification of signatures by Monday, March 16 at 5 p.m.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Docket No. WO23P4268EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF

(A.C.92A)

Register of Probate

January 23, 2026

Docket No. WO25E0146PP
Petition to Partition Citation

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

January 16, 2026
January 23, 2026
January 30, 2026

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH OF

National Grid and
Verizon New England, Inc.
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L Chapter 166, § 22, a Public
Hearing will be held on Monday, Jan-
uary 26, 2026 beginning at 6:40pm

SUCCESSOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Estate of:
David McKay
Date of Death: 08/26/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for has been filed by
Paula L McKay of Webster MA and
Carleen A. Lewis of Thomspon CT
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order that:
Paula L McKay of Webster MA and
Carleen A. Lewis of Thomspon CT
be appointed as Successor Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond and
for such other relief as requested in the
Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
02/10/26.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
The estate is being adminstered under
formal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inventory and ac-
counts are not required to be filed with
the Court, but recipients are entitled
to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and
can petition the Court in any matter re-
lating to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 09, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,

Worcester Probate & Family Court MASSACHUSETTS at the Dudley Municipal Complex, 71
To Linda Berisha of Oxford and to all LAND COURT West Main Street, Dudley, MA in Room
other persons interested. DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 321A The Purpose of this Hearing: To
A petition has been presented to said COURT Act on a National Grid Pole Petition No.

Court by Zenel Cazimi of Oxford in the
County of Worcester representing that
he hold as tenant in common an un-
divided 50% part or share of that cer-
tain land lying in Oxford in said County
Worcester and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the southeasterly cor-
ner of the lot to be conveyed at a point
on Clarence Drive;

THENCE along a curve to the left with
a radius of 278.10 feet a distance of
8.88 feet;

THENCE proceeding west along a
curve to the left with a radius of 825.00
feet a distance of 116.12 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 48° 34’ 32” W. a distance
of 323.69 feet to a point;

THENCE N. 6° 23’ 41” E. a distance of
57.11 feet to a point;

THENCE N. 86° 53’ 29” E. a distance
of 171.49 feet to a point;

THENCE S. 38° 40’ 51” E. a distance
of 247.45 feet to the point of beginning.
setting forth that he/ she desire that all
the aforesaid described part of said
land may be sold at private sale for not
less than five hundred and fifty thou-
sand (550,000) dollars, and praying
that partition may be made of all the
land aforesaid according to law, and
to that end that a commissioner be ap-
pointed to make such partition and be
ordered to make sale and conveyance
of all, or any part of said land which the
Court finds cannot be advantageously
divided either at private sale or public
auction, and be ordered to distribute
the net proceeds thereof.

If you desire to object thereto you or
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on
the twenty fourth day of February 2026
the return day of this citation.

Witness, Kathryn M. Bailey, Esquire,
First Judge of said Court, this twen-
ty-ninth day of December 2025.
Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

Docket Number: 26 SM 000131
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Jeffrey Lucewich

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Webster, numbered 64 Myrtle Avenue,
given by Jeffrey Lucewich to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for NewRez LLC, dated
December 16, 2020, and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
64002, Page 140, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before March
2, 2026, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on January 15, 2026.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

28844

January 23, 2026

Town of Dudley
Notice of Public Hearing
Order for Joint or
Identical Pole Locations

31178149 Old Southbridge Road - Na-
tional Grid to install 1 JO Pole on Old
Southbridge Road beginning at a point
approximately 180 feet east of the cen-
terline of the intersection of Roberts
Road and Old Southbridge Road. In-
stalling Stub Pole# 30-84 to support
pole line. Pole line was originally sup-
ported by tree guy and anchor, but the
tree is gone and no longer supporting
utility pole line.

Anyone wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the date and times specified or
forward concerns in writing.

Jana Deschenes

Dudley Board of Selectmen

January 23, 2026

Town of Dudley
Notice of Public Hearing
Order for Joint or
Identical Pole Locations
National Grid and
Verizon New England, Inc.
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L Chapter 166, § 22, a Public
Hearing will be held on Monday, Jan-
uary 26, 2026 beginning at 6:35pm
at the Dudley Municipal Complex, 71
West Main Street, Dudley, MA in Room
321A The Purpose of this Hearing: To
Act on a National Grid Pole Petition
No. 31209149.
Cottage Road - National Grid to install
1 JO Pole on Cottage Road beginning
at a point approximately 335 feet north-
west of the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Cottage Rd. and Pierpont Rd.
Installing Stub Pole 3-84 with anchor
attached to support Pole #3 and ac-
companying pole line.
Anyone wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the date and times specified or
forward concerns in writing.
Jana Deschenes
Dudley Board of Selectmen
January 23, 2026
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dents at Saint Joseph School
put their values into action

through planned giving and
ongoing service initiatives.
The assembly concluded
with the school community
singing “Sto Lat” and tak-
ing a group photo with Fr.

Saturday. Staff and students
expressed gratitude for his
visit and shared hope that he
will return to Saint Joseph
School again in the future.

Fr. James Kandole Saturday sits with Saint Joseph School’s PreK three-year-old stu-
dents during his classroom visit, speaking about the Nativity and the birth of Jesus as the

children listen attentively.

OBITUARY

[rene Dabrowski, 96

PLYMOUTH -
Irene (Borowski)
Dabrowski, 96, former-
ly of Dudley, passed
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by family on
January 14, 2026. Her
husband of 49 years,
Louis A. Dabrowski,

died in 1999.

Irene was a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother. She
is survived by her 5 children, Eric and his
longtime partner Susan Hall of Laguna
Hills, CA, Paul and his wife Elaine of
Webster, Karen Monahan of Thompson,
CT, Linda and her husband Kevin ONeil of
Plymouth with whom she lived, and David
and his wife Lori Gooch of Charlton; 4
grandchildren, Benjamin, Zachary, Joseph,
and Dylan; 5 great-grandchildren, Ellah,
Otto, Elsah, Ozzie and Odin. Irene is
predeceased by her granddaughter Emily
Dabrowski, and by her brother Frederick
Borowski.

She was born in Dudley, MA in 1929 to
Jenny (Sczewczyk) and Stanley Borowski.
Irene graduated from Bartlett High School
in Webster. She spent the majority of her
life in Dudley where she raised her family.

In addition to raising five children,
Irene maintained a career as a bookkeeper.
Over the years she worked for Cranston

HEROES

continued from page Al

silent auction.
Honorees are:
Cindy Snow, music teach-
er, Dudley Middle School
Michelle Hooper, kinder-
garten teacher, Mason Road
Laurie Campos, food
service worker, Charlton
Middle School
Peter Olson, principal,
Heritage School
Heather
parent

Bowes,
volunteer

Steve Laabs, custodi-
an, Heritage School
Wayne Tower, custodian,
Dudley Elementary School
Nicole Fossas, girls cross
country coach, Shepherd
Hill Regional High School

Len Harmon, cross coun-
try & track coach, Shepherd
Hill Regional High School
MaryEllen Cerbone, direc-
tor of human resource,
District Office

“As we celebrate this
year’s extraordinary

‘Heroes,” I continue to be
humbled by the depth of

their dedication and the
lasting impact they have
on our community,” shares
DCEF President Sabrina
Webb. “Their unwavering
commitment to our students
goes well beyond the class-
room. I offer my heartfelt
thanks to each honoree and
to everyone who champions
the mission of DCEF.”
Tickets for the dinner are
$75 per person, and can be
purchased online at https://
dcedfoundation.org/
event/4th-annual-heroes-
among-us-awards-night/.

O

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| 1 KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

BUILDER

Print Works in Webster, Table Talk Pies
in Worcester and Xtra Mart in Woodstock
CT.

Upon retirement Irene began to explore
her talent for painting and drawing. She
enrolled in various local art classes includ-
ing at the Worcester Art Museum. Her tal-
ents were rewarded with ribbons and prizes
for many of her beautiful oil paintings.
She continued her passion for painting
and drawing well into her 90’s. She was
generous with gifting her art to her beloved
family that she often used as subjects.

Irene also loved animals of all kinds,
rescuing many needy dogs and cats over
her lifetime. There wasn’t a stray cat that
she didn’t care about so she volunteered for
the Community Cat Connection Animal
Shelter in Webster.

Her funeral will be held on Wednesday,
January 28, with a Mass at 11:00 AM in
Saint Andrew Bobola Church, 54 West
Main Street, Dudley (please meet at
church). Burial will follow in Saint Joseph
Garden of Peace, Webster. Donations
in memory of Irene may be made to
the Community Cat Connection, 289
Thompson Road, Webster, MA 01570.
Arrangements are under the direction of
Scanlon Funeral Service, 38 East Main
Street, Webster. www.websterfunerals.
com

Established in
2008, the Dudley-
Charlton Education

Foundation (DCEF) Inc. is
a nonprofit corporation that
unifies efforts among edu-
cators, parents, and commu-
nity members to secure the
highest advantages in pub-
lic education. The DCEF
strives to promote contin-
ued educational excellence
by strengthening communi-
ty support and by funding
programs that encourage
innovation and enrichment
throughout the district.

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press,

PO Box 90, Southbridge,
MA 01550,

or by e-mail to

obits@
stonebridgepress.news

Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters ¢ ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 - Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

F

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
s mEEEEEEEEEEEE SN N N

ﬂﬁ%@

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS

4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

SECHIITIE

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  gumm
492 Main St Oxford S
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM ¥+

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY For Advertising
CLEANINGS .
Starting at $99 H“Rl“ Informatlon MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
sl FIREWOOD Rer
CONCRETE WORK Cut, Split, LIVING CONSTRUCTION
. - = Chimney Repair
Neﬁi&?d?ﬁgstemgmg Delivered 7742007308 Foundation Repair
Waterproofing, Foundation ‘1, Steps, Patios
& Chimney Repair, New GREEN Cmall. Water Proofing
& Stair Repair, Concrete $z3o PER CORD . Walkways
Walkways, Stonewalls, Hllkaela@ Stone Vi
New Roofs, Construction Call John at Brick ::: B:)l::f\il‘\lork
& Carpentry. .
Neeatogetitdonez | IETTEITNEITI  stonebridge Cord Wood
-FREE Estimates- | i J Brian French
Quality Chimney preSS.HeWS (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S
f‘g PLUMBING &
N\ HEATING INC.
) , ommercial,
Interior and Exterior ¢ P
_ Residential,
PowerWashing | \ney, Construction
Wallpapering
General Repair 369 Main St,
Fully Insured s Sted MA
pencer,
O‘S(r 40+ Years 1-833-069-4330
perience Fully Insured
508-764-8548
g MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774'230 8373 @GMA”_.COM

_Plumbing | _RooFiNG I Roofing __

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Gall Bill Toll-Free

David
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters| | 1-866-961-Roof
Repair Work 508-765-0100
. Lifetime material warranty &
Fully Licensed 25 yr. labor warranty availeble

and Insured MA Reg #153955

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
) .
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Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS |
774-200-7308

WSA@ \@‘

Assumption students

named to Fall Dean’s List

WORUCESTER
— Assumption University has
announced those who have
been named to the University’s
Dean’s List for the fall 2025
semester. Students named to
the Dean’s List must achieve a
grade point average of 3.5 for

extraordinary accomplishment
and we congratulate those stu-
dents who demonstrated exem-
plary academic excellence this
semester,” said Assumption
University President Greg
Weiner, Ph.D. “These students
have demonstrated a deep com-

- Climate-controlled facility
- Annual Bonus

Thank You FOSTER a five-class, 15-credit semester —mitment to the pursuit of truth
PARENTS : to be included on this presti- in the company of friends that
St Jude WANTED: CE NTURY TOOL gious list, which is announced lies at the heart of the Catholic
Seeking Quality at the completion of the fall and liberal education Assumption

for AT Ry P P Brooke LeBlanc of Dudley © About Assumption Urivers
entra 0 rooke LeBlanc of Dudley out Assumption University
answered Provide Foster Care PREAGIIN MAGHINING Sebastian  Podgorny  of Assumption  University,
To Children In Need. CenturyToolUSA.com Oxford founded in 1904 by the
praye [S. Zggr%:gggrt % I Isabella Direda of Oxford Augustinians of the Assumption,
Reimbursement Upto 10,000 SIGN-ON BONUS. Benjamin  Duquette  of is a premier New England uni-
K.M. $1000 Sign-On Webster versity for high-quality educa-
Bonus. Employment Type: Full Time Abigayle Frappier of Oxford  tion, integrating career prepara-
Call For Details. Evan Remington of Oxford tion and education of the whole
WAR RELICS & Devereux Therapeutic Shift: 1st Shift (Mon-Thurs: 6am-3:30pm, Fri: 6am-10am Daniel Gronek of Oxford person, drawing upon the best
WAR SOUVENIERS Foster Care. . Vanessa Piwowarczyk of in the rich and centuries-long
WANTED: (508)829-67(.59 About the Role: Webster tradition of Catholic higher edu-
: Century Tool is seeking experienced, highly qualified Tool Makers and CNC Machinists to Abigail Ruda of Dudley cation. Assumption’s graduates

WWII & EARLIER @eve reux join our precision manufacturing team. This position is ideal for individuals who excel in Annabella T £ Web k ) for their intell

CASH WAITING! ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ducing tight-tolerance components in a job shop atmosphere and want to contribute to nnabella Lran of Webster are known for their mntellectu-
praCIng T T 0 e COMpOTE o7 SIOp oSk Tyrrell of Dudl 1 seriousn thoughtful cit-

Helmets, Swords, a high performance, team oriented environment. Sean Tyrrell of Dudley al seriousness, thoughttul €
Daggers, Bayonets, Logan Alexander of Auburn izenship, and devotion to the
Medals, Badges, What We Offer: Owen Fitzgerald of Auburn common good. The University
Flags, Uzl(f)orms, etc. : oe + - $10,000 sign-on bonus for qualified personnel, (see Sign-on Bonus Eligibility below). Marta Brzoska of Auburn offers 37 majors and 49 minors
Wit in s e(’( ‘ +-Top hourly rate based on experience Ashley Wilbur of Auburn in the liberal arts, sciences,
C:II David ?BV (€ *- BU/BS PPO Medical, dental and vision insurance Lia McDonald of Auburn business, nursing, professional
(508) 688-0847. \Xe --14;0-1dkt_ St and holld Jordan Tatro of Auburn studies, and other areas, as well
I'LL COME TO YOU! . aigtime o anchotcays James Deneault of Auburn as graduate degrees and pro-

Shannon Finan of Auburn fessional credentials. For more
Hannah Murray of Auburn information about Assumption
Qualifications: “Earning the right to be University, please visit assump-
+ - Minimum 5-10 years of Tool Making and/or CNC machining experience (milling, turning, named to the Assumption tion.edu or follow us @
surface grinding) University’s Dean’s List is an  AssumptionUMA.

- Strong undertstanding of G-code, tooling, and machining best practices

gzgétr};etr?creeajt;nélr?ﬁr g:)g'efigl?lfl?llddl:iv:;ggcsontrols preferred Bngham Aﬂhur DUbey Of DUdley
named to Clarkson University’s

Dean’s List

- Demonstrates commitment to quality, safety, and continuous improvement
POTSDAM, N.Y. — Brigham Arthur Dubey of Dudley, a junior
majoring in engineering and management, was named to the Dean’s
List for the Fall 2025 semester at Clarkson University.
Dean’s List students must achieve a minimum 3.25 grade-point
Qualified applicants will be contacted to schedule an interview and facility tour. average and also carry at least 14 credit hours.
Clarkson University is a proven leader in technological educa-
tion, research, innovation and sustainable economic development.
With its main campus in Potsdam, N.Y., and additional graduate

| |
H I rl n g ? ”e [ program and research facilities in the Capital Region and Hudson
F Valley, Clarkson faculty have a direct impact on more than 7,800
q h é students annually through nationally recognized undergraduate
Reach More
Local Applicants

and graduate STEM designated degrees in engineering, business,

science and health professions; executive education, industry-rel-
Email:ods@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

Help Wanted

The Resident Care Facility :
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 167
North Spencer Road, Spencer, .
MA., has an opening for a part
time facility cook.

Hourly wage negotiable de-
pending on experience and re-
lated skills

Requirements: High School
Diploma or GED. Ability to
speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to under-
stand written policies and pro-
cedures. Must be able to work
unsupervised while following
food safety protocols.

For more information and to apply,
contact Wally Connor,
Facility/HR Manager at
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or
by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

Sign-On Bonus Eligibility:
The $10,000 sign-on bonus is available to candidates who meet experience and skill
requirements and successfully complete onboarding milestones. Bonus is paid in structured
installments over the first year of employment.

HOW TO APPLY:

Submit your resume to centurytool@centurytoolcompany.com or contact (860) 923-9523.

evant credentials and K-12 STEM programs. Alumni earn salaries
among the top 2 percent in the nation: one in five already leads in
the c-suite. To learn more, go to www.clarkson.edu.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Crossword Puzzle

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

ds

S

1789: The first
American novel is
printed in Boston.

19185: Kiwanis
International is
founded in Detroit.

|| 1948: The Flag of

Quebec is adopted
and flown for the
y first time over the

ACROSS DOWN National Assembly of

. o Quebec.
1. Related to onions 1. Scoops liquid
4. Passage of minutes 2. Bases for soups

5. Reason 3. Importance given
This soup is 6. Artificial 8. Cooking vessel
intelligence

traditionally smooth
and creamy and
often begins with a
shellfish stock.

7. Liquid meals
9. Browned bread

j0d "8 siseydwig ‘¢ 001§ ‘7 SA[PET |

CHOWDER

umo(q
thick, hearty soup
15801 °6 defined by its
chunky texture
sdnog */ [V "9 91307 'G QW[ ‘y ST ']
SSOIOY

anS!S Jamsuy SIamsuy
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REAL ESTATE

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope2own.com >( ‘ Featuned Listing . %
508.943.4333 ¢ DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE )

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloern
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want - % i |
Your Listings! T

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacwus
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear
entry with it's own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric &
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

SR

>E elbotor Lake

_ WATERFHONT LIS“NG'

summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront!

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room,

Featured

ake Waterjront Listing!!
Ouw Judian Poict # 10 “Private RA"

WEBSTER LAKE

Astounding Panoramlc Vlews across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun
drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all
windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv-
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet.
Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Qil Heat! Central Air. Garage. $ 900,000.

(1)

Acres! Sandy Waterfront!

‘T’wodécadéago,ﬂ-@e&a(m

wWMW@@ngC
As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express our sincere gratétude for the support of
our amazing Cllents ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities we serve in MA, CT & Rl

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

_ Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Baywew"

Panoi'amlc View, from this absolutely IoJer home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+
Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37

$1,100,000

Ll
HTEE L

@swﬁﬁasﬁry&mﬁsﬁm

navigate the real estatz market!

Webster Lake Waterfront
8 Long Island

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique,
= CIean&WeII Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm
- of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms,
T 3BRs, 2-1/2 Baths Hardwood
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet
¢ Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
* Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full
== Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
| shop. Patio! Town Wir/Swr +
.| Private Well for Outdoor &/or
~. Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
4 SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of
Shoreline. $595,000

We&m Labe — 302 Riltdeer oland

Renovated + move-in ready
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq
ft. Open kltchen/dmmgllwmg
~ #1{ w/cathedral ceilings + wall of
£ | windows. Primary suite w/pri-
S 1 vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms,
2nd Full bath. Lower level
family room w/walkout to
water. Wraparound deck, new
vinyl railings, terraced yard,
| sandy beach, professional

landscaping. Many updates
$775,000

Mortgagee’s
F losure

107 Highfield Dr., S

Monday, January 26

AUCTION

outhbridge, MA

1,300= sf, 2BR, 2BA Ranch on .31x Acres
In “Pleasant Hills Estates” (55+)

at 11am On-site

Terms: $10,000 certified deposit; 30 days to close.

Info, Full Terms

800.521.0111 mAAuc

JJManning

& More at:

www.JJManning.com

Lic# 111 « Ref # 26-2222

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Buying or Selling a home?
Every move is a new
beginning! Let me help you
navigate the path through
your next journey..

Bob Berk REALTOR

Re/Max Vision
Worcester MA
508-367-9226
bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

B |MLS| &

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508-612-6771

ERA Key Realty

SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®

Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

SERVICE

ERA HALL OF FAME

[

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME Q

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 10 DAVE’S WAY
Great Lot, Great Location,

Great Features
*1.5 Baths *Kitchen with Dining Area
*3 Generous bedrooms *Oversized Deck
*Fenced in Yard
* Finished Lower Level Familyroom
*2 Car Detached Ovesized Garage

L

-] IE.|" [T

(e g
k. .

WORCESTER-

SOLD- DUDLEY-7 ACRES | DUDEY- 8 ROOMS
. NEW CONSTRUCTION ;
Near EJMASS Hospital LEICESTER NEW PRICE : E ~

/ IJ'\

.,-qpﬁ' '

*Huge 477’ Backyard

#1200 Sq. F h
00 Sq tRanc *3 Full Baths

s l-:;

*1/5 Baths

*Sided *Solar *24’ Great Room *2.5 Baths
*2 Bed Call Diane 774-239-2973 | *Hardwood Floors includes “Includes 2 Year
*Garage She Will Get It Sold! Extra Lot Home Warranty Plan
29A Chilmark St. $349,000 | 2 Victor Ave $395,000 126 Old Southbridge Rd $798,500 | 143 Charlton Rd
“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1 995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

CHARLTON- Featured Home
| 50 OLD SPENCER RD $525,000

| *7 Room Split * Fireplace
*2 Full Baths
*Finished Lower
Level-
3 Bedrooms-Bath
*Recent Septic System

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 e
Licensed in MA & CT]

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)

Szymczak S
CRS, GRI, SRES  #[1
508-943-7669 -
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Mahke the
move!

Find the homes

of your
neighborhood
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Central Mass Conference Football Officials (CMCFO) presented the 2025 Sportsmanship Award to the Oxford High School Football team. The award reflects exemplary
sportsmanship exhibited by the team, coaching staff, administration, student body and fans as voted by the officials of the CMCFO. Past sportsmanship award winners can be
found on the CMCFO Web site, hitps://cmcfo.org/. If interested in becoming a high school football official, please reach out to the CMCFO via its Web site.

Courtesy

Valentine’s Night

Maxwell Luciano’s
at Union Station "

. /- Dine & Dance \‘ 9

: to your favorite :

x

semester.

Camryn LaPrad named to

Dean’s List at
Miami University

OXFORD, Ohio — Camryn LaPrad was named to
the Dean’s list at Miami University for the 2025 fall

Miami University students who are ranked in the top

Saturday, Februéry-14_, 2026

/e 9

i twenty percent of undergraduate students within their

division for the 2025 spring semester have been named
to the Dean’s list recognizing academic performance.

Congratulations to LaPrad, from Auburn, for this
academic achievement.

Nationally recognized as one of the most outstand-
ing undergraduate institutions, Miami University is
a public university located in Oxford, Ohio. With a
student body of over 22,600 undergraduates and 2,200
graduate students, Miami effectively combines a wide
range of strong academic programs with faculty who
love to teach and the personal attention ordinarily
found only at much smaller institutions.

-, Call 508 755-1200 _

). . for reservations . . .

Established in 1809, Miami University is consistent-

ly ranked among the top 50 national public universities
by the U.S. News & World Report for providing stu-
dents with an Ivy League-quality education at a public
school price. Located in quintessential college town
Oxford, Ohio-with regional campuses in Hamilton
and Middletown, a learning center in West Chester,
and a European study center in Luxembourg-Miami
serves more than 22,600 undergraduates across more
than 100 areas of study, and more than 2,200 gradu-
ate students through 78 master’s and doctoral degree
programs. At this comprehensive research university,
students engage and conduct research with premiere
teacher-scholars. Miami adds $2.3 billion each year to
Ohio’s economy through innovative partnerships and
job creation. Miami is an NCAA Division I school,
serving more than 500 student-athletes across 19 var-
sity sports. For more information, visit MiamiOH.edu.

g T Joseph Hall of Auburn achieves
BE Dean’s List at NECC

o . ' @ .1 a . L
MmGFrlaaps hl o ap o

Kassidy is a bright, ener-
getic child with a big per-
sonality and a love for being
the center of attention. She
enjoys singing, dancing,
and doing arts and crafts—
especially when she can
show off her creative side.
Kassidy is imaginative and
expressive, often turning
everyday moments into op-
portunities for fun and per-

Kassidy formance. She has a great
. Agg 15 sense of humor and loves
Registration #7379

to make people laugh with
her jokes and silly antics. Kassidy especially enjoys spending
quality time with adults and responds well to positive attention
and encouragement. She’s at her best when she knows what to
expect and feels supported by the people around her. Kassidy is
curious, spirited, and full of life. Whether she’s working on an art
project or putting on a dance routine, she brings joy and excite-
ment to every activity she takes part in.
https:/www.mareinc.org/child/22540928059

IIf you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won't have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.

ap “;‘\ a;\\ a;\\ ai‘\\ ap

HAVERHILL — Congratulations to Joseph Hall
of Auburn on being named to the Northern Essex

Community College Fall 2025
Dean’s List.

To be included, students must
attain a grade point average of
3.3 or higher within the term,
carry six or more credits within
the term, and be matriculated in
a degree program.

Northern Essex Community
College, the first federally
designated Hispanic Serving

Institution in New England, is an education leader for
the Merrimack Valley. Through a supportive learning
environment and cultural inclusion, NECC embraces
all identities and inspires initiative and excellence
through top-notch affordable certificate and associate
degree programs online and at campuses in Haverhill
and Lawrence. NECC offers many bachelor’s degree
transfer options, workforce development and commu-
nity education classes, and is host to the NECC Police
Academy, MassHire Merrimack Valley, and Gallaudet
University’s Regional Center for the deaf and hard
of hearing. Visit Northern Essex online at www.necc.
mass.edu.

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine

Level: Baginner

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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