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Relay for Life moves to

Serving Thompson since 2005

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

PUTNAM — Relay for
Life of Northeastern
Connecticut returns for
another year this June
with a new home and a
new theme to help raise
money in support of the
American Cancer Society.

The Relay has long
been a tradition in the
region previously host-
ing the walk at the
Woodstock Fairgrounds
before moving to the
Brooklyn Fairgrounds
and, most recently, spend-
ing a year at Roseland
Park. However last year
the Canadian wildfires
forced the Relay indoors
for the first time with
Putnam High School as
its host. With the 2024
Relay fast approach-
ing, Event Chair Shane
Donahue has revealed
that Putnam will serve

as the new home for the
event full-time with the
Saint Marie-Greenhalgh

Sports Complex on
Wicker Street as the host
site. While the Putnam
community has long been
supportive of the Relay
for Life and provided a
last-minute emergency
site in 2023, this is the
first time the town will
serve as the official host
community for the event.

“Roseland Park was a
great host for us, but after
last year moving inside
Putnam High School the
town was such a support-
ive community and really
came together for us in
the eleventh hour and we
decided we wanted to be a
part of the Putnam com-
munity,” said Donahue.
“It’s a smaller venue, too.
Roseland is beautiful, but
it’s really big so we were
more spread out. The new
venue is more an appro-

Killingly Memorial
School renovation
progresses

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — While
renovation efforts contin-
ue at Killingly Memorial
School into 2024, teachers
and students have already
become accustomed to
their new classrooms fol-
lowing a move-in at the
beginning of the year.
However, while the tran-
sition has been smooth
heating has become a
minor issue as teachers
are unable to control the
temperature in their indi-
vidual classrooms due to
delays in equipment that
forced project managers
to resort to a temporary
heating system.

Representatives of
Downes Construction
Company met with
the Killingly Board of
Education on Feb. 14 to
provide an update on the
situation while they await
the permanent instal-
lation later this year.
Frank Tomcak, a Project
Executive with Downes
Construction Company,
provided a brief presen-
tation that explained the
reasoning for installing a
temporary system to get
the school through the
rest of the winter.

“With COVID, it’s real-
ly plagued our industry
We’ve been up against
a lot of supply chain
issues, especially when

it comes to mechanical
equipment, electrical
equipment, light fixtures,
roofing, pretty much you
name it a lot of the lead
times we’re used to are
out the window. We have
the permanent heating
equipment approved
in March of last year.
Tracking the delivery,
we were on track to get
those units on time to
turn over the mechani-
cal equipment with the
addition in December.
However, the needle
began to move once we
contacted the vendor,”
said Tomcak. “We looked
at other options in terms
of expediting production
of the permanent equip-
ment. That wasn’t an
option available to us. We
also looked at the possi-
bility of going with an
alternate manufacturer.
That was also not a pos-

sibility.”
In anticipation of the
delays, the company

began examining tempo-
rary heating options by
the end of summer 2023
settling with Polygon as
the vendor. Tomcak said
Polygon was vetted by
the project team which
included the fire marshal
and building department.
The temporary system
includes three units that
work very similarly to
the permanent system,
Turn To RENOVATION page A10
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priate size for us.”

The new year also
brings a new theme as
every Relay embraces a
different concept to help
create unity among the
teams and add to the fun
of the day This year’s
theme is “Hollywood
Nights,” and will include
plenty of television and
movie themed displays
and activities that honor
survivors, caregivers and
more.

“We’re going to have a
Walk of Fame that shares
some research mile-
stones and important fig-
ures from the American
Cancer Society. We're
going to have our teams
pick their favorite TV
shows and movies and
decorate their sites based
on that choice. We’ll have
ateam parade where each
team will dress up as the
characters from those
movies and TV shows
and walk a lap so we're
pretty excited about that
this year,” said Donahue.

Another new addition
is a Relay poetry contest
which will be conducted
prior to the event. Two

different age categories
will be judged in May
with the winning poems
to be read during the
opening ceremonies at
the 2024 Relay. The event
also has a new fundrais-
ing goal of $100,000 after
raising more than $90,000
and surpassing their goal
in 2023.

While there will be
plenty new to enjoy at
Relay, many staples will
also return including
the luminaries, survivor
and caregiver lap, and
survivor reception. It all
starts at 10 a.m. on June
1, and will run through
the night concluding at
10 a.m. on June 2. Relay
for Life is still accepting
new teams and partici-
pants with team captain
meetings on the third
Wednesday of every
month, the next meeting
scheduled for March 20.
Details on how to start a
team or get involved can
be found on the Relay
for Life of Northeastern
Connecticut Facebook
page or by visiting www.
relayforlife.org/north-
easternct.

Complimentary to homes by request

Killingly
continues to seek
solutions for

Ballouville Mill

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — Three months after a fire destroyed
the historic Ballouville Mill in Killingly, locals are still
waiting for answers as the remaining debris and pro-
tective fencing have created an eyesore with seemingly
no solution in sight. However, Town Manager Mary
Calorio has stated she is doing her due diligence to
procure help from state and federal sources to resolve
not only the Ballouville Mill, but other problematic
mill properties as well.

After receiving a letter from a local taxpayer during
the Town Council’s Feb. 21 meeting calling for a
quicker cleanup of the mill property, Calorio told the
Council that she feels the same frustration as citizens
that the process is moving slow. She explained that she
has made efforts to grab the attention of any lawmaker
or official she can to stress the importance of clearing
the property as soon as possible.

“That is definitely a complex situation. We do have
active engagement from the EPA. They’ve been out
recently and checked the monitoring wells. They have
been in contact with the property owner, and they are
taking their actions. I realize that in the neighborhood
and in front of everyone’s faces it seems like nothing is
happening,” said Calorio.

Her office has been in constant contact with the EPA
about both the Ballouville Mill and the Bailey Hill
Road Mill which burned down in 2019 to determine
next steps for both properties which note only look
unsightly, but present potential safety and health haz-
ards the longer they go unaddressed.

As far as the Ballouville Mill is concerned, Calorio
said the EPA needs to activate their emergency
enforcement action plan and re-test the entire site to
determine hazardous material levels and a disposal
plan. In the meantime, she has approached state law-
makers advocated for a quick response even going so
far as to make the subject her primary question to
Gov. Ned Lamont during a recent convention of small
town leaders. She told the Council Lamont promised
the state would assist and she plans to hold him to that
guarantee.

“I'm going after it; I am. The state has to step in. The
towns don’t have the financial resources to be able to
do this lift. We don’t have the teeth on the environmen-
tal side to remediate these and really that’s where we
need to go,” said Calorio.

On the local level, the Town Council has no power
to enforce any cleanup requirements. Council Chair
Jason Anderson noted that both the Ballouville Mill
and the Bailey Hill Road Mill are privately owned, leav-
ing the town with few options in terms of proceeding
with any cleanup.

Turn To MILL page A10

Roseland Legacy Campaign
moves toward goal

WOODSTOCK

Approximately
150 years ago, Henry
Chandler Bowen, a well-
known philanthropist
and community activ-
ist embarked on a plan
to build a park around
what is known today as
Roseland Lake. Engaging
hundreds of local farmers
and residents, he success-
fully completed the work
and his project became a
reality. On July 4, 1876,
on the 100th anniversa-
ry of the United States,
the Park was dedicated,
with President Ulysses S.
Grant, the first of four
United States Presidents
to come to Roseland Park
in attendance.

Over the years, the Park
and the adjoining Golf
Course, which opened in
1896 have provided the
residents of Woodstock
and the towns of Putnam,
Thompson, Pomfret and
Eastford as well as the
Massachusetts communi-
ties of Webster, Dudley
and Southbridge thou-
sands of days and hours
of recreation, relaxation
and outdoor exercise.

Under the guidance
and leadership of the
Roseland Park and Golf
Course Board of Trustees
the facility has continued

to be available to thou-
sands of visitors and
groups annually. Over
the years, time and ‘moth-
er nature’ have taken a
toll on the facilities and
grounds. Through the
years the park and the
golf course have with-
stood the New England
seasons and served the
public faithfully and well.

It’s now time for the
people of Woodstock and
the surrounding commu-
nities to take care of the
successful project nur-
tured by Henry Chandler
Bowen a century and a
half ago.

With the goal of main-
taining and restoring the
park and golf course to its
past grandeur the Board
of Trustees embarked
on a needs and financial
assessment necessary to
maintain the facilities
for the next “150 Years
and Beyond,” which is
the theme of the Legacy
Campaign.

“We have a true trifecta
of beauty in the lake, the
park and the golf course.
We are fortunate to enjoy
these facilities.  Most
communities would love
to have what the people of
our area have enjoyed for
the past 150 years,” said
John Rauh, Chairman

of the Roseland Park

and Golf Course Legacy

Campaign.

The Legacy Campaign
B A

is the Board’s effort to
raise $500,000 or more

Turn To ROSELAND page A9

Youngsters from the surrounding communities and as far
away as Griswold participated in the RP&GC “Kids Golf

Camp” during the past summer. Kids programs and nature
programs are planned for the upcoming season as part of the
Roseland Park and Golf Course education effort.
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Audubon Center to host program on CT natural history

POMFRET — Paul
Colburn will pres-
ent a natural history
of Connecticut from
the early 1600’s, when
European colonists
arrived, to the present
on Saturday, March 9 at
2 p.m. at the Connecticut
Audubon Society (CAS)
Center at Pomfret, 218
Day Road, Pomfret
Center. Paul is a gradu-
ate of the Connecticut
Department of Energy
& Environmental
Protection (CT DEEP)
Master Wildlife
Conservationist
Program. Adult admis-
sion is $5 for CAS mem-
bers; $10 for non-mem-
bers. There is no charge
for children 12 and under.

Colburn describes the
interactions between
native species and
Europeans, particularly
from habitat and harvest
perspectives. In this con-
text, he covers Eastern
mountain lions, Eastern
gray wolves, Eastern
coyotes, elk, turkeys, pas-
senger pigeons, fishers,
white-tailed deer, black
bears, New England cot-
tontails, and more. Paul
concludes by addressing
the state of Connecticut’s
wildlife today and cur-
rent habitat and popula-
tion management issues.

European colonists
had a different mindset
than that of Indigenous

Peoples with regard to
the use of the land and
its resources. When they
first came to Connecticut,
the land was heavily for-
ested. By the mid-1800’s,
forest covered only a
fifth of the state. Trees
had been cut to clear the
land for agriculture and
construction, and stone
walls built to pen live-
stock and mark bound-
aries. Wildlife requiring
forest habitat began to
disappear.

At the same time the
landscape was being
altered, colonists encour-
aged hunting of preda-
tory animals, such as
bobcats, cougars, and
wolves, by putting boun-

ties on them. Cougars
and wolves were quick-
ly extirpated from the
state and the black bear
and bobcat populations
were greatly reduced.
Animals and birds were
harvested/overharvested
for food, fur, or feathers.
Today, we often come
across place and road
names that reflect the
animals that once lived in
the area. Joshua’s Trust
Pigeon Swamp Preserve,
located in Lebanon, once
hosted large numbers of
now extinct passenger
pigeons, congregating
there to devour beech
nuts.

In the second half of
the 19th century, people

began to abandon their
farms. Their cleared land
was subject to ecologi-
cal succession, with one
plant community and its
associated wildlife giv-
ing way to another. By
2022, according to an esti-
mate by the Connecticut
State Council on
Environmental Quality,
forests again covered
most (between 57-60 per-
cent) of the state’s land
area. These are not the
large, dense forests of
hundreds of years ago.
Most is edge forest and
much of it is fragmented.
Still, it provides habitat
in which some animals,
previously eradicated or
uncommon, Now survive.
Wildlife reintroduced to

Connecticut and/or nat-
urally expanding their
ranges include fishers,
black bears, and wild tur-
keys.

Sarah Heminway,
director of the Center
at Pomfret, says, “The
Connecticut Audubon
Society manages and
protects 20 sanctuaries,
providing 3,300 acres of
wildlife habitat. We want
people to understand the
relationship  between
changes to the landscape
and changes to habitat
suitability for various
animals and birds. We
also want to let people
know what they can do to
successfully co-exist with
the state’s wildlife.”

Putnam High School Wall of Honor announces Class of 2024

PUTNAM — The
Putnam High School Wall
of Honor Committee has
released the names of
five individuals who will
make up the Class of 2024.

The award honors PHS
graduates or those who
have provided service
to the school through
demonstrated spirit, lead-
ership in their chosen pro-
fession, high standards of
citizenship and service
to their community. The
induction ceremony to
honor these individuals
will be held in October.

Selection to the Wall of
Honor is also a reminder
to current students that
a Putnam High School
education can serve as
a springboard to careers
in various fields of one’s
choice.

This is the seventh class
of inductees and includes:
William Perry Barber,
class of 1925; William
Kelleher, class of 1949;
Roger Franklin, class
of 1956; Harold Alvord,
class of 1962 and Albert
Cormier for service to
the school. All except
Franklin are posthumous

inducees.

William Perry Barber
served two terms as
Putnam’s mayor in the
1940’s and then compiled
an outstanding political
and judicial career at the
State level. He served
fourteen years on the
Connecticut  Supreme
Court including two years
as President Pro-Tem and
was State Senator for ten
years.

William Kelleher was
an outstanding football
and track
athlete while
at Putnam
High School
before con-
tinuing his
education

the high school and col-
lege level he developed a
number of athletes who
earned All American hon-
ors and one Olympic com-
petitor.

Roger Franklin was
a graduate of Norwich
University where he was
commissioned Second
Lieutenant.  Following
active duty he was
assigned to serve in var-
ious training command
and staff positions before
retiring as a Colonel in
1992. He served in the

Connecticut Labor depart-
ment for 36 years before
turning his attention to
local volunteer commu-
nity services, including
over 18,000 hours at Day
Kimball Hospital.

Harold Alvord was a
military veteran who
served in Vietham where
he was injured when his
helicopter was shot down.
He retired after reach-
ing the rank of Colonel
and went on to become
Director of Public Works
in Norwalk, Connecticut

where obligations includ-
ed many varied assign-
ments. His organizational
and managerial expertise
brought about significant
changes in the city for
which he was recognized.

Albert Cormier will be
the first inductee who is
not a graduate of Putnam
High School but was rec-
ognized for his contribu-
tions while serving as the
school’s guidance coun-
selor. In his capacity as
counselor to the students,
he introduced new pro-

grams and opportunities
and more importantly
developed a rapport with
students that played a sig-
nificant role in their high
school development and
beyond.

This will bring the
total of inductees to thir-
ty since it’s inception in
2017, and their plaques
are prominently dis-
played on a “wall” in a
corridor adjacent to the
gymnasium.

WA partners with Omega Educational
Consulting to create new summer program

at Brown
and the
University of
Connecticut
where he
continued
to estab-
lish  school
records in
track. As a
coach and
teacher at

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

At CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut
Audubon Society Center at Pomfret
and Wyndham Land Trust prop-
erties for the week of Feb. 19:
Bluebird, Flicker, Song Sparrow,
Barred Owl, Eastern Towhee, Red-
winged Blackbird, Common Grackle,
Carolina Wren, House Finch, Junco,
White-throated Sparrow, American
Tree Sparrow, Red-tailed Hawk.
Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, L.c

Remodeling
Kitchens, Baths

and More!
CALL Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com

CT #0606460 » #MA-HIC#196807 * RI #763
Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

\WOODSTOCK — The odstock
Academy is proud to partner with
Omega Educational Consulting, Inc.
to run the newly created Woodstock
Academy College Immersion Program
(WACIP). This new 21-day boarding pro-
gram is geared toward high school stu-
dents, domestic or international, who
are seeking to immerse themselves in
the American college and university
discovery process.

The President of Omega Educational
Consulting, Steve Cruz, brings over two
decades of professional experience in
educational counseling and student
affairs to The Academy. He has an estab-
lished record of providing admissions
and personal support to both domestic
and international clients. Throughout
his career, Steve has worked with count-
less international students to ensure

successful acculturation and acclima-
tion to life in the United States.

Head of School Chris Sandford said,
“We are very lucky to be able to part-
ner with Steve and the Omega team.
Since the company’s founding in 1998,
they have helped thousands of students
through the admissions process. This
summer boarding program is very
unique, and we are excited to offer this
on our South Campus.”

The WACIP will be individualized for
students and assist them in choosing
the correct list of schools for them,
compiling their applications, and work-
ing on leadership and team-building
skills that will benefit all students as
they prepare for the collegiate envi-
ronment. In addition to the on-cam-
pus work, the students will be visiting
colleges in New York, Massachusetts,

Connecticut, antd Rhode Island.

“I am so grateful and excited to part-
ner with such an excellent institution.
My team and I look forward to bring-
ing our expertise in college admis-
sions and leadership development to
this program in collaboration with
The Woodstock Academy faculty and
administration. Cheers to an excellent
summer in Connecticut,” said Cruz.

The Woodstock Academy has pre-
pared students for their futures since
1801. This new partnership and pro-
gram will serve to enhance and
strengthen this preparation beyond our
current student population and allow
additional students to engage with The
Academy during an important part of
one’s educational journey If you are
interested in being a part of this pro-
gram, please visit our Web site.

NEW OFFICERS

PUTNAM INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION APPOINTS

The Putnam Inland Wetlands Commission appointed new officers at their monthly meeting. Left to right: Ted Altmeier (commissioner),
Scott Irwin (vice chair), Adam Paquin (chairman), Cindy Dunne (commissioner), Mike Bogdanski (secretary/commissioner).
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WOODSTOCK BY THE WEEK

TOWN HALL MEETINGS (agendas and minutes at
woodstockct.gov.)

Monday the 4th
+ Beautification Committee. 4:30 p.m.
+ Inland Wetland Commission, 7 p.m.

Tuesday the 5th
+ Economic Development Commission 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday-Thursday this week:
+ Board of Assessment Appeals, 6 p.m. each day.

Thursday the 7th

+ Board of Selectmen, 4 p.m.

+ Open Space & Farmland Acquisition Committee,
7p.m.

+ Planning & Zoning, 7:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Each Weekday
+ Stepping into Sobriety Meetings, South Woodstock
Baptist Church.

Monday the 4th
¢+ Community Kitchen Free Lunch, First
Congregational Church, noon.

MARCH 4-10

+ Yoga Roots to Fly Wellness, Senexet Grange, 6:30
p.m.

Tuesday the 5th

+ The Bridge Young Adults, Evangelical Covenant
Church

+ Yoga Roots to Fly Wellness, Senexet Grange, 6 p.m.

Wednesday the 6th

+ Story Hour, West Woodstock Library.

+ Knitting Group, Town Hall.

+ Yoga, Roots to Fly Wellness, Senexet Grange, 6 p.m.

+ Youth Group, South Woodstock Baptist Church

+ The Bridge (young adults), Evangelical Covenant
Church ¢ Book Club, Taylor Brooke Winery, 7-9 p.m.

+ Arm Knitting Workshop, Taylor Brooke Brewery,
7-9 p.m.

¢+ Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group, East
Woodstock Congregational Church, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday the 7th

+ Lady’s Small Group and Men’s Bible Study, South
Woodstock Baptist Church

+ Grief Share Group, East Woodstock Congregational
Church, 6:30-8 p.m.

+ Sip & Craft Spring Wood Ornament, Taylor Brooke
Brewery, 6-7:30 p.m.

Community Kitchen of Northeastern

CT to benefit from Stop and Shop

Bloomin’ 4 Good program

PUTNAM — Community Kitchen of
Northeastern Connecticut, Inc. has been selected
to benefit as March’s Stop and Shop Bloomin’ 4
Good Program.

Community Kitchen of Northeastern
Connecticut, Inc. has been selected by store lead-
ership to benefit from the Stop & Shop’s Bloomin’
4 Good Program, created to fight hunger across
the communities served by Stop & Shop.

During March the purchase of a $10.99 bouquet
in the sleeve marked “Bloomin’ 4 Good” from the
Stop & Shop at 60 Providence Turnpike, Putnam,
will brighten a home or make someone’s day
while also directing a $1 donation to Community
Kitchen of Northeastern Connecticut, Inc.

This is a great way to broaden awareness in
the local community and raise donations for our
organization to help fight hunger. Since the pro-
gram’s launch in February 2021, more than $1.2

Ava Bollig of Woodstock named to

million has been donated to more than 2,500 hun-

ger organizations. To learn more about this pro-

gram, please visit stopandshop.2givelocal.com.
Community Kitchen of Northeastern

Friday the 8th

+ Woodstock Sustainable Kitchen, Taylor Brooke
Brewery, 3-8:30 p.m.

+ New England Trivia, Taylor Brooke Brewery, 6:30-
8:30 p.m.

Saturday the 9th

+ Woodstock Sustainable Kitchen, Taylor Brooke
Brewery, noon-7:30 p.m.

¢ Live Music — Jonny Taylor Brooke Brewery, 2-5
p.m.

¢ Italian Dinner, First Congregational Church of
Woodstock, dine in 5 or 6:30, take out 4:30-6:30.

Sunday the 10th

+ “Woodstock Through the Camera’s Eye” exhibit,
Woodstock Historical Society, 10 a.m. — noon

¢ Jayy’s Catering Food Truck, Taylor Brooke
Brewery, 1-6 p.m.

¢ Live Music — Turas, Taylor Brooke Brewery, 2-5
p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 15, 7 p.m.
Mar. 16th, 2 p.m.
+ Disney’s Newsies, Jr. Loos Center for the Arts.

March 23

+ Easter Egg Hunt, Roseland Cottage, 1 p.m.

Souper Supper, WDTC, East Woodstock
Congregational Church, 5-7 p.m.

*

March 21
+ “Day Kimball Homecare,” Senior Social, First
Congregational Church of Woodstock, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

March 28
+ Azul String Quartet, Loos Center for the Arts, per-
formances 9-10 a.m., 11 a.m.-noon

To submit calendar items:
woodstockbytheweek
@gmail.com.

Connecticut, Inc., is a community meal program
that has provided free nutritious noon-time meals
since 1982 at one of five locations in the “Quiet
Corner” of Connecticut, covering every Monday
through Friday  We are “Neighbors Feeding
Neighbors, to reduce food insecurity one meal
at a time.” Their five sites provide opportuni-

ties for community building and essential social |+

support services as well as food. Now serving
more than 25,000 meals each year. To learn
more about Community Kitchen of Northeastern
Connecticut, Inc. at www.communitykitchens-
nect.org.
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Woodstock . Public * Schools

Child Find
Developmental Preschool Screenings

Assumption University Dean’s List

Woodstock Elementary School is accepting appointments for
Woodstock children ages three and four for developmental

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Assumption University has
announced that Ava Bollig, of
Woodstock, Class of 2027, has
been named to the University’s
Dean’s List for the fall 2023
semester. Students named to
the Dean’s List must achieve a
grade point average of 3.5 for
a five-class, 15-credit semester
to be included on the presti-

education of the whole person,
drawing upon the best in the
rich and centuries-long tradi-
tion of Catholic higher educa-
tion. Assumption, located in
Worcester, Mass., seeks to pro-
vide students with a transforma-
tive education that forms gradu-
ates who possess critical intel-
ligence, thoughtful citizenship,
and compassionate service. The

University offers 34 majors and
49 minors in the liberal arts,
sciences, business, nursing and
professional studies; as well as
master’s and continuing educa-
tion degrees and professional
certificate programs. For more
information about Assumption
University, please visit www.
assumption.edu.

preschool screenings. These screenings are intended to screen age
appropriate development skills, address questions/concerns about
growth, development and speech, and identify children who may

Please call the Woodstock Elementary School office to schedule an

gious list, which is announced

need further evaluation for special services.
Screenings are held on Friday mornings.

appointment at 860-928-0471. Preregistration is required.

at the completion of the fall and
spring semesters.

“Earning the right to be
named to the Assumption
University’s Dean’s List is an
extraordinary accomplishment
and we congratulate those stu-
dents who demonstrated exem-
plary academic excellence this
semester,” said Assumption
University President Greg
Weiner, Ph.D. “These students
have demonstrated a deep com-
mitment to the pursuit of truth
in the company of friends that
lies at the heart of the Catholic
liberal education Assumption
provides.”

Assumption University, found-
ed in 1904 by the Augustinians
of the Assumption, is New
England’s premier university
for high-quality education, inte-
grating career preparation and
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FREE ESTIMATE
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* Snow Plowing
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Advance your
financial travel plan.

And stay on course to where you want to go.
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How about this
weather?

“How about this weather?”

If ever there was an easy, non-challeng-
ing conversation opener, this is it. You can
be in line at the grocery store, serving jury
duty or pushing papers around at work — it
doesn’t matter where you are - this line
never fails.

Everyone seems willing to talk about
the weather. It’s a built-in, slam-dunk, easy
topic that allows complete strangers to
either commiserate or celebrate, depend-
ing on the daily meteorological situation.

So, what is it with the weather? Why do
we love to discuss, comment and re-hash it?

Weather is complicated, frustrating and
ultimately uncertain. Weather breaks our
hearts and lifts our moods and forces daily
choices for everyone. Weather drives our
decisions, affects our attitudes and makes
fellow survivors out of strangers.

Weather is our most true common
denominator. No matter what our life cir-
cumstances - student, professional, retiree
— when you live in the same geograph-
ic area, you and your fellow community
members have the weather in common.

Weather doesn’t care about politics or
sports teams or vacations or the date on
the calendar. It is an equal opportunity
annoyer and a great equalizer — everyone
has to drive in snow, or dash to the car in
the rain, or stand in long lines at the fair
in the hot sun. Almost everyone has had
a picnic cancelled, a vacation spoiled or a
ball game rained out.

But weather is also the unexpectedly
warm, sunny, sweet-smelling spring morn-
ing that causes smiles and banter with
co-workers. It’s the light snow flurries that
add sparkle to early December and prompts
holiday greetings between shoppers. It’s
the crisp, snappy feel of fall football games
and the slow, sultry, humidity of summer
evenings spent on backyard patios. It’s the
backdrop of every day of our lives.

So, what is it with the weather? Maybe
we love the topic because it’s universal.
Maybe we love the excitement of some-
thing that will change - either for the good
or the bad. Maybe it’s that it is temporary
and fleeting and some- thing to either be
withstood or enjoyed, knowing that it will
not last. Maybe it’s simply because weather
is always with us... whether we like it or
not.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No one but himself

To the Editor:

I hope loyal viewers enjoyed this inter-
view of Trump conducted by one of their
blonde mannequins. Said he: «Were going
to take over Washington, D.C. We're going to
federalize; we’re going to have very powerful
crime and you’re going to be very proud of
it.” No one in the news media picked up on
this. Not one word. He continued: “They
come out with faucets where no water comes
out you know if you go out and buy a home
and they know what I mean the showers you
stand under a shower and there’s no water
five times longer...” No media response to
that beauty either. Who would stand under
a shower with no water coming out for five
minutes let alone “five times longer,” what-
ever that means? Trump’s new platform —
faucet and shower reform.

Granted, these were the only two snip-
pets of this debacle I saw, thank goodness.
The rest was probably just as incoherent.
President Biden didn’t utter this nonsense.
It was the proud Republicans candidate for
President.

If Biden did, though, the press would be all
over him! Now who really is showing signs
of cognitive decline?

Do you know the most important part of
being a president? Making intelligent deci-
sions. All of you wringing your hands about
Bidern»s age, just look at a sample of whats
been done under his leadership:

Bipartisan infrastructure package
(Example: Have you noticed more bridge
repair and road paving?); Covid Relief Rescue
Plan (no uptick in Clorox sales, though). I'm
sure all the Trumpers sent those checks
back.

The Pact Act expanding VA benefits;
A more strident effort to combat climate
change; First major gun safety bill in decades
(still more could be done, Republicans); The
CHIPS Act, building semi-conductors here at
home rather than China; Inflation Reduction
Act; expanded access to health care: Lower
drug costs for seniors; Support for Ukraine in
the fight against Russian expansion. Google
Biden Administration Accomplishments
for more details. This all came about with a
MAGA led House more than willing to fight
him at every turn. There’s Speaker Johnson
with his head up where the sun doesn’t shine

(bipartisan Senate Border Bill “DOA”).

Then there’s Trump parasites Marjorieé
Greene and Elise Stefanik lining up to be:
Vice President, a heartbeat away from being :

the leader of the free world. Terrifying.
These Republican House cowards then go
back to their home districts and take credit
for what they voted against! What’s worse,
the shamelessness of their actions or their
hapless constituents just not getting it?
Everything could be easier and better,

- Opring

will come

. To enjoy living in our cor-
‘ner of the world, it is good
‘ to have a short memory. In
- one day, the weather may do

NANCY WEISS

a complete
reversal. I
set out on a
walk with a
friend only
to be pelted
with  sleet
and freezing
rain halfway
on our jour-
ney. By the
afternoon,
I went out-

- side to look for snow drops,
:pussy willows and witch
- hazel. Although I didn’t find
. the greenery I was seeking, I
: found spring. No matter how
- much snow falls in the next

but all that Joe has helped to achieve is a lot : feW weeks, spring is here
better than nothing. Maybe you just think a : and it is wonderful.

tax break for the ultra-wealthy is the zenith :

of what government can do for Americans.
Trump wouldn’'t know the difference

between Medicare or Medicaid. He’s too busy : Welsh people.

standing under a waterless shower for “five
times longer.”

Then there is their crowning glory:
the House Hearings on the Biden «Crime

to the chin when another of their star infor-
mant was arrested not once but twice by the
FBI.

Seems his devastating information was
all a lie. With a name like Smirnov, I won-
der who he was taking his marching orders
from? The least he could have done was
change his name, the dope. Smells like anoth-
er dose of Russian disinformation aimed at
gullible American voters.

This is Putinys plan to help re-insta]l§

his repellant, idiot-clown puppet back into
the White House; To encourage Trumps
plan to exit NATO; To expand his land grab

farther into Eastern Europe. Think of what : chilly morning.

could be in store with that depravity in the
Presidency again.

Not only here at home, but across the globe.
If you think sending aid to Ukraine is costly,

nuclear powers would cost? Most important-
ly in human life. Do you really trust Putin
to be that rational? Read NATO Collective
Defense Article 5 and think about it.

Do I sound paranoid? Dm not, just con-
cerned of approaching the end of my time in

a country and a world I womt recognize the :

same way I have all my life.
RICK ROCHELEAU
DANIELSON

Woodstock’s sky-high dump fees

To the Editor:

Even before the start of 2024, Woodstock’s
annual dump pass cost more than any
other town’s in northeast Connecticut. But
apparently, it just wasn’t high enough.

On Jan. 1, the town raised the fee another
10 percent for general residents, to $220 a
year. For seniors, the price went up 20 per-
cent, to $125. I live in Woodstock, and I feel
penalized for trying to take out the trash.

My frustration only grew when I called
neighboring towns to check on their dump
fees. Hampton, which has a tax rate near-
ly identical to Woodstock’s mill rate of
22.4, charges $25 for an annual dump pass.
Eastford (mill rate 25.61) charges $60 for
two passes a year. Killingly (mill rate 28.66)
charges $80. Ashford provides compli-
mentary dump services to all residents,
with the cost factored into the town’s 33.085
mill rate.

Brooklyn (mill rate 28.60) provides free
recycling services and only charges per

13-gallon trash bag. (The town sells them
for about $2 apiece.) Thompson (mill rate
25.02) charges $135 for an annual dump
pass. When every other town is significant-
ly more affordable than Woodstock, it’s no
wonder that many residents opt for private
trash collection from Casella (formerly
Willimantic Waste).

I asked First Selectman Jay Swan why
Woodstock’s transfer station charges so
much compared to other towns. “I don’t
know what other towns do,” Swan replied.
But if Woodstock is charging nearly 10
times more for its dump pass than other
towns, isn’t that a sign of someone drop-
ping the ball? “The transfer station is not at
the top of my priorities,” Swan said.

Swan said he wasn’t going to raise taxes
on everyone just to make Woodstock’s
transfer station cheaper for the one-third
of residents who do use it. I see some liber-
tarian sense in that. But at some point, pro-
viding reasonably priced trash services is
common sense for the overall public good.

Many residents don’t use our transfer
station because it’s prohibitively expen-
sive. I'm not the only person aware of
Woodstock homes where garbage is strewn
about in the yard, burned illegally, packed
into basements, or discarded on the side of
the road. It’s not hard to imagine that the
town’s high dump fee plays a part in dis-
couraging responsible waste management.

I’'ve been frustrated for years with
Woodstock’s eye-popping dump fees. Back

March 1 is St. David’s

:Day, the patron saint of

I am more

:than half Welsh and for
:many years I put daffodils
“in my church in honor of
:my family. Daffodils are one
Family” Looks like they took one more shot : of the symbols of the holi-
‘day. Once, alone on a train
- in England, I looked out the
- window to see a hillside cov-
“ered in daffodils. The mem-
- ory of that moment pops up
:when I think about spring.
: Daffodils won’t appear here
“on March 1, but who cares,
: the possibility is palpable.

A collective noun for rob-

:ins is a blush of robins. It

‘is a perfect

word for the

- assembly of birds I saw one

I've been

‘calling these early visi-
‘tors Canadian Robins, but
‘that may not be accurate.
- Wherever they reside, the
what do you think a possible war between : pipds are beauSt’iful, perhaps
:because they are so com-
- mon. They radiate the sense
that all is well and we live
- in friendly communion with

‘ nature.

‘come signs

While the robins are wel-

of spring, a

‘nasty looking insect keeps
: turning up inside the house.
: Many years ago, I witnessed
: the first onslaught of orange
:ladybugs as they settled all

cover a shed.

It was shock-

:ing at the time, but now
‘everyone is familiar with
“small infestations of lady-
:bugs in the corners of the
- ceiling. My grandson and I
“are always on the hunt now
:for the Brown Marmorated
:Stink Bug. The big, ugly
‘insects turn up on window
:sills and drop to the floor

‘to be tossed

outside. They

in 2020, a dump pass cost $180, which feltbad : are harmless to people but
: tough on crops. Atleastthey
‘ are better than ticks!

year for the same service. The thing is, :

enough when my relatives in Canterbury
(mill rate 23.00) were paying only $20 a

Canterbury’s dump pass still costs $20, -

while Woodstock’s fee just keeps climbing.
First Selectman Swan said he’d welcome
the creation of a committee to study trans-
fer station prices. I'd like to see Woodstock
residents be able to take out the trash with-
out losing their paychecks.
STEPHEN KURCZY

The government isn't spying on you — your neighbors are

To the Editor:

The WINY Talk Show should be treat-
ed like a podcast where I can listen after
the fact on Facebook or something. Then
maybe I can listen to it more than just
on weeks I take off from work like this
one. Regardless, I tried listening to the
WINY Talk Show on Monday and the Quiet
Corner’s predictable Chicken Littles went
on about how smart speakers like Amazon
Alexa and Google Nest are tools for the
government to spy on you. You know, that
classic Orwellian paranoia?

It’s always interesting how in a country
of three hundred and thirty million people
there are individuals who think the gov-
ernment is singling them out specifically
for some reason. All these people who
cause all these problems but somehow, it’s
you that dudes in suits have to snoop on
via that little tennis ball smart speaker
your Kkids got you for Christmas? Give me

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verifica-
tion in order to be considered for publi-
cation. Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be pub-
lished. Letters submitted without all of
the required information will not be ac-
cepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to

determine whether a submission satis-
fies our requirements and decency stand-
ards, and any submission may be reject-
ed at any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

a break.

If we're going to be paranoid about
people watching us, we should be para-
noid about the private sector more than
the government. First, smartphones have
been a thing for nearly 20 years already,
and recording laws may define “in person
encounters” as one-party consent so your
meltdown in Walmart over spaghetti sauce
prices or whatever can go viral on TikTok
in seconds if someone whips out their
phone. Also, how many times have people
made fun of surveillance footage for being
fuzzy whenever the police have needed
help finding suspects? Imagine if stores
invested in better gear and not only are
you being filmed, but you’re being filmed
in high definition?

These wouldn’t be government agents in
fancy suits and black helicopters snooping
on you - it’s Johnny from Loss Prevention
who’s grumbling about his boss who’s been
on his case about tube socks being stolen
from aisle such and such.

Let’s also have a little fun with the double
standard that it’s terrible if government
people spy on you with today’s technology
but if you bust out your phone and record
government folks messing up it’s “citizen
journalism” as they say on Twitter, now X.
We can’t have good names and bad names
for the same technology depending on who
uses it. It is what it is, and what people use
it for makes it good or bad, not who uses it.

You might as well just pretend you’re
on TV everywhere you go, because you're
only one malicious person or closed-circuit
system away from that being the case, and
nearly all the time it won’t be the gov-
ernment doing it. Never underestimate
the audacity of private citizens going all
Citizen TMZ on you for clicks on some viral

video site.

Outside of video, let’s talk about all the
screeching and hollering I see on Facebook
these days. First, everyone has screenshot
buttons. Second, anyone you block can just
make a mole account via a business page to
see what you’re saying behind their back,
S0 once again, the accountability rests on
your shoulders to do the right thing and not
freak out in text format because Joe Biden
did something or whatever.

Lastly, when it comes to companies
snooping on us, it’'s important to remem-

be trolled — badly. Worried about Creepy

Uncle Algorithm watching what you click
on the internet? Mess with the system by
filling it with junk data. Create a burner
account on Google or Microsoft or some-
thing and look up the most random stuff
you can think of so the systems think
you’re the weirdest person on the face of
the planet. The computers will go along
with it, and you’ll see the weirdest targeted
advertising as you click in your browser.
Such is the folly of government trying
to spy on us via things like smart speakers
and tracking cookies. It’s too easy to flood

the system with junk data, and I imagine :

Al is about to make that a lot worse.

So yeah. Chill out. Take a deep breath, :

and casually go about your business. You
should be more worried about that person
with a smirk on their face in the grocery
store noodling around on their phone than
folks in suits with sunglasses descending
on your house in SWAT gear with big black
helicopters and assault rifles. Life isn’t
a Jerry Bruckheimer movie, and that’s a
good thing.
JAY GERHART
Purnam

Spring skiing is a glorious

‘ experience. I am no longer a
- downhill sKkier, but the mem-
cory of bright sun glistening
coff of a ski slope is indeli-
:ble. The snow gets wet and
‘heavy, but the reflections
‘are magical. I love the deep
WOODSTOCK VALLEY : pyrple shadows of late after-
noon on a mountain.

. My husband dusted off
“his golf clubs and went to
‘an indoor golf place to get
:ready for spring. He fusses
‘about the sport, but loves
- days with his friends on area

: courses.

This year, I plan

:to muddle my way through
- Woodstock Golf Course. I
:love the relaxed nature of
: the place and I want to see
‘all the work that is being
- done on the property. It’s a
- course I am comfortable on.
ber that these snooper tech systems can

: The plant
pouring in.

catalogs are
White Flower

: Farm in Litchfield is a favor-
;ite of mine as they show
“interesting plantings for

: container gardens.

I try

:to copy their suggestions,
‘but purchase the plants
‘locally. T'll need a visit to
: Logee’s Greenhouse to get
‘me through the last weeks
- of wintry weather, but soon
- our local nurseries will open

“up.

: We are nearly at the end
- of the first real winter we’'ve
‘had in a few years.

We've

: had low temperatures, a fair
“amount of snow, too much

‘rain.
;and quince.

I've forced forsythia

Bright spots

‘of color — aubergine and
:puce herald the skunk cab-
bage. Early one morning, it
‘will arrive. You'll know it.

: Spring.
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Why you should plan taxes two years at a time

Let’s admit it: planning
for taxes is not the most
fun activity There are
likely (many) other things
you would rather be doing.
But accurate tax planning
is important for your
overall financial health.
Planning early for taxes
can help you save money,
make fewer mistakes, and
stress less when tax sea-
son arrives.

In fact, you might be
surprised to know that
there are even benefits
to planning your taxes a
full two years in advance.

Here’s why...
The benefits of
planning ahead

When it comes to tax plan-
ning, it’s natural to want
to procrastinate and put it
off until the last minute.
But a two-year tax plan
is a smart strategy and
can help you plan well.
Approaching your taxes
two years at a time allows
you to look ahead and
implement strategies to
maximize benefits and
lower your tax liability.
Here are some of the
benefits of planning your
taxes two years at a time:
Early organization
means fewer errors
Any errors on your tax
returns are going to delay
the process even further,
so planning ahead allows
you to gather all your doc-
uments and avoid poten-
tial errors before your
taxes are due.
Eliminate
deadline stress
Taking the time to get
important tax documents
in order reduces pro-
crastination and elimi-
nates tax deadline stress.

LETTERS

Increased ability
to take advantage
of all available tax
deductions & credits
Early planning will
ensure that you are
claiming all the tax
deductions and credits
available to you. You
can assess where you
stand by reviewing your
current and projected
income levels and making
any changes as you cal-
culate your taxes correct-
ly. You can use the Tax
Withholding Estimator
on the IRS website to esti-
mate the federal income
tax you want your employ-
er to withhold from your
paycheck as you think
ahead.1

There’s also a Form 1040
calculator at whzwealth.
com/resources that allows
you to estimate your tax
liability using the current
year’s tax rates and rules.

Have time to review
tax law changes
Tax laws change frequent-
1y, so by planning for two
years at a time, you can
review these laws and
know when they go into
effect to be proactive in

your planning.
Develop a pay-
ment plan strategy

By planning ahead, you
can project any tax lia-
bility ahead of time and
develop a payment plan
strategy, if needed. If
you are self-employed or
receive income from your
investments, you will have
time to calculate your
quarterly taxes and build
those expenses into your

TO THE EDITO

budget.

Be strategic with your
investments
for greater
tax efficiency
With a two-

year plan, you

Let’s face the facts aboutiocate

Trump

To the Editor:

can also real-
your
investments to
be as tax effi-
cient as possi-
ble. For exam-
ple, you may

FINANCIAL
Focus

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT
ADVISER

A

Planning out your
taxes two years in
advance allows you to
be strategic about your

» tax savings and prepare
for any tax changes
coming your way. When
you plan early, you can
limit the stress and
anxiety that come with

want to consider any cap-
ital gains and plan to pay
taxes on those gains when
it’s more advantageous
for you. It’s important to
estimate your tax burden
before you sell any major
asset, such as your home,
business, or appreciated
stocks.

Plan major
life changes
Planning ahead allows
you to adjust to major life
changes, such as selling
a home, getting married
or divorced, retiring, or
moving to a different state
with different tax require-
ments.

Plan your retire-
ment contributions
Just like planning for your
investment allocations,
you can also plan out your
retirement contributions
to be tax efficient (and to
ensure that your plan is

for

funded).

Time  your  char-
itable giving
Charitable giving is

another way you can use
proactive tax planning to
your advantage. Use char-
itable donations as a way
to reduce your tax liability

by planning ahead.
Find tax help
Lastly, planning ahead

gives you time to find
and work with a trust-
ed professional, if need-
ed, to coordinate tax and
financial planning. For
helpful resources and this
year’s key filing informa-
tion and dates, as well
as insights to help you
minimize your tax liabil-
ity, be sure to access our
Tax Resource Center, now
available at Tax Resource
Center available on the
WHZ website at bit.ly/
WHZTaxCenter2024.

last-minute tax plan-

ning. No one wants to
be gathering important
tax documents days before
the filing date! Being pro-
active and looking at your
short-term and long-term
financial picture will help
you approach tax plan-
ning more efficiently.

Our team at WHZ folds
tax planning and tax-ef-
ficiency into the overall
financial strategy and

plan for each of our cli-
ents, as part of our Plan
Well. Invest Well. Live
Well.™ process. To learn
more about how our pro-
cess and partnership
could benefit you and
your financial goals, give
us a call at (860) 928-2341
or book a complimentary
consultation online any
time on our website, www.
whzwealth.com.

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner James
Zahansky, AWMA®,
Securities and advi-
sory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. These materials

Lenten traditions

The Lenten season
marks a period of 40 days
when faithful Christians
prepare for the glory of
Easter Sunday. Easter
commemorates the mira-
cle of Jesus Christ’s res-
urrection, which is foun-
dational for the Christian
faith.

Lent is a season when
Christians reflect and pre-
pare to celebrate Easter.
Lent is a period of spiritu-
al purification that begins
on Ash Wednesday and
ends on Holy Thursday.
Fasting, giving alms and
prayer are some of the
hallmarks of Lent.

Many Lenten tradi-
tions are well known, but
others are not. Here’s a
glimpse at some of those
traditions.

The first ‘Lent’

Lent is based on the
40 days that Jesus spent
in the desert in prepara-
tion for his public life.
Matthew 4:1-11 shares that
Christ was led into the
desert by the Holy Spirit
for a period of fasting
and prayer, where He con-
stantly encountered the
devil and his temptations.

Lent also mirrors the
period of time (40 days)
that the Israelites spent in
their journey from slav-
ery in Egypt to the prom-
ised land of Israel.

Black fasts

While certain Lenten
restrictions have light-
ened up a bit in recent
years, it once was the
norm to consume a sin-
gle meal per day of bread,
water and herbs after
sunset on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, which
was known as a black fast.
During the other days of
Lent, no food was allowed
until 3 p.m., which
Christians believe was the
hour of Our Lord’s death.

Pinatas for Lent?

The Lenten tradition
of hitting a papier-maché
creation filled with
candy originated in Italy.
Eventually the idea was
picked up by the Spanish
and brought to Mexico,
where the familiar pinatas
now known to partygoers
across the globe appeared.
Professor Michael Foley,
author of “Dining with
the Saints,” says the orig-
inal pinata had seven

are general in nature and
do not address your spe-
cific situation. For your
specific investment needs,
please discuss your indi-
vidual circumstances
with your representative.
Weiss, Hale & Zahansky
Strategic Wealth Advisors
does not provide tax or
legal advice, and noth-
ing in the accompanying
pages should be construed
as specific tax or legal
advice. 697 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
and 392-A Merrow Rd.,
Tolland, CT 06084. 860-
928-2341. www.whzwealth.
com.

https://www.irs.gov/
individuals/tax-withhold-
ing-estimator

explored

cones to represent the
seven deadly sins. Hitting
the cones and defeating
the sins revealed the heav-
enly reward in the form
of candy.

Prayerful pretzels

In the early Middle
Ages, when other foods
were not allowed during
Lent, pretzels became pop-
ular. The twisted shape of
the pretzels was associat-
ed with arms entwined in
prayer.

Hot cross buns

Hot cross buns are syn-
onymous with Easter.
Although they may pre-
date Christianity and
might have been a tra-
dition adopted to make
Christianity more relat-
able to the masses, one
legend suggests they orig-
inated with a twelfth cen-
tury Anglican monk. This
monk reportedly baked
the buns and marked them
with crosses in honor of
Good Friday. These yeast-
ed sweet rolls have since
become a popular treat on
Easter weekend.

Lent precedes Easter
each year and is full of
time-honored traditions.

Let’s face it. Trump is a crook. He
has been convicted of fraud at least
twice. Oh, you may say, “This doesn’t
count because they were in civil court
not criminal court.” Well, fraud is a
fraud is a fraud. It is still a crime and
he has been found guilty. For those of
you GOP’ers who say they won’t vote
for Trump if he is convicted of a crime,
I challenge you to step up and vote Blue.

Let’s face it. Trump is a hypocrite.
The latest is his complaining about
countries who have not paid their share
into NATO. This is from someone who
has stiffed hundreds over 40 years “in
business”. I put this in quotes because
his history is one of “business” failures
one after another. In fact, he has never
had a “business” success unless you
consider using one loan or con to pay
off previous loans or investors.

Let’s face it. Trump is not a patriot.
He has done nothing to protect our
country. The latest is his encouraging
Putin to invade NATO nations. NATO
has been and continues to be a bulwark
against Russian aggression. Trump
knows so little about world economy
and security. We are all interconnected.
If Europe falls to Russia, the world will
be plunged into irreversible depres-
sion. And for what? Just to placate a
child’s ego.

Let’s face it. Trump has no solution
for the immigration problem. He prom-
ised us in his first Presidential run that
he would fix immigration. Well, he had
four years to do so and he didn’t. The
Wall was and is an overwhelming disas-
ter. What he and both political parties
have done is not realizing that the bor-
der is not the problem. The problem is
that Latin American countries are rife
with corruption, violence and drugs.
This forces people to flee their country
just to stay alive. Until these countries
provide safe and stable societies, there
will always be huge numbers of people
trying to find someplace safe.

Let’s face it. Right now, med school
is not a prerequisite to become a judge
or legislator. Then why do they feel
empowered to dictate medical deci-
sions when they are completely incom-
petent to do so? Since when is it jus-
tified to insinuate politics or religious
belief into the workings and decisions
in doctors’ offices or hospitals? This is
corruption at it’s most basic form, i.e.,
imposition of dogma against the will
and to the detriment of the majority.

Let’s face it. The Alabama decision
is exactly to this point. And for all you
far right evangelicals, I offer up a Bible
verse, to wit, Genesis 2.7. “And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man became
a living soul.” In simpler words, life
begins at first breath. For all you evan-
gelicals, please justify to me this con-
tradiction to your abortion stance.

STEPHEN ETZEL
PurNam

EXPERT ORTHO CARE
AND INNOVATIVE
TREATMENTS

TIMES 3

The Day Kimball Ortho Group has expanded, and we're thrilled to welcome three
exceptionally talented Advanced Practice Professionals to our team:

David J. LaChance
APRN, RNFA

Alyson Hernigle Michael Olm
PA-C, AT-C MS, PA-C

This expansion significantly bolsters our capacity to meet the healthcare needs of patients
throughout the region. Our devoted advanced practice team specializes in seamlessly
overseeing patient care as part of continuous care, offering intake, and assessments. We
cater to a range of specialties including Orthopedic Care and Surgery, Children and Adults,
Fractures, Degenerative Joint Disease, Sports Medicine, and Total Hip & Knee Replacement.
Schedule an appointment with our Advanced Practice Team today at (860) 963-3883.

Healthcare in motion.

daykimball.org/orthopedics
The Ortho Group

DAY KIMBALL HEALTH

12 South Main Street, Putnam CT 06260 ia
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Woodstock Academy

Gymnastics

Saturday, February 24

Centaurs finish 3rd in Class S

MILFORD - The Woodstock
Academy gymnastics team was bol-
stered by the return of junior Olivia
Aleman who had missed all but one
meet this season due to injury.

The Centaurs finished third in the
Class S gymnastics championship
at Jonathan Law High School with
a 133.175 total behind Daniel Hand
which placed first with a 140.275 total
and Killingly (138.0).

Although individual results count
only toward the team score, Aleman
had a tremendous meet as she was
best on the floor (9.525) and bars
(9.425) and second in the vault (9.2).

Boys’ Hockey

Tuesday, February 20

Woodstock Academy 4

Burrillville, R.I. 1

BURRILLVILLE, RI - Noah
Sampson finished with the hat trick
to lead the Centaurs (9-9) to their
third straight victory. Brady Lecuyer
also scored in the win for Woodstock
Academy.

Wednesday, February 21

Simsbury 5

Woodstock Academy 3

SIMSBURY - The Centaurs may
have surprised the second-ranked
team in Division I early as Woodstock
Academy held a 2-1 lead at the end
of the first period courtesy of goals
from Maxx Corradi and Brady
Lecuyer. But Simsbury (16-1-1) scored
four unanswered goals, two by Reid
Anastasio, in the second and third
periods to claim the lead for good.
Donny Sousa scored the last goal for
Woodstock Academy (9-10) with nine
seconds left. Noah Sampson had two
assists and Troy Daviau had the other
for the Centaurs.

Saturday, February 24

Woodstock Academy 8

Notre Dame-Fairfield 1

POMFRET - Captain Noah
Sampson celebrated Senior Night
with three goals and two assists to
help the Centaurs finish the regu-
lar season with a 10-10 record and
second-seeded in CIAC Division II.
Sampson’s production gave him 22
goals and 21 assists this season. He
scored two of his goals in the first five
minutes in the game, both coming
on breakaways and the second was
a short-handed tally. Maxx Corradi
added two goals and an assist and
Keegan Covello, Brady Lecuyer
and Troy Daviau also scored for
Woodstock Academy.

Lukas Grinvalsky had the only goal
for the Lancers (3-16).

Girls’ Basketball

Fleeton honored as Coach of the
Year Tuesday, February 20

Woodstock Academy girls’ basket-
ball coach Will Fleeton was honored
as the inaugural Eastern Connecticut
Conference girls basketball Coach of
the Year. It’s the first year that the
league has asked its coaches to select
one of their own to receive the honor.
Fleeton led the Centaurs to a 15-5 fin-
ish in the regular season. Sophomore
guard Isabel D’Alleva-Bochain was
named an ECC Division I All-Star.
Junior Center Eva Monahan received
honorable mention recognition
while D’Alleva-Bochain earned the
team’s ECC Scholar-Athlete award
and senior captain Reegan Reynolds
was the recipient of the team’s ECC
Sportsmanship Award.

Ellis Tech

Girls’ Basketball

Ellis Tech lost 33-39 to Kaynor Tech
in the semifinals of the CTC tour-
nament on Wednesday, February 21.
Kylie Damble scored a team-high
15 points and add 6 rebounds, Rose
Lopez scored 7 points and added 6
rebounds and Sadie Murray added 7
rebounds.

SPORTS

Strong defense, team offense

enough for Centaurs to
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Woodstock Academy’s Gabe Luperon Felcha goes in for a steal while defending a Ledyard player.

= \ : !
Teddy Richardson of Woodstock Academy shoots a 3-pointer while
completely open.

Matt Hernandez of Woodstock Academy attempts to cross a Ledyard
defensive player while coming down the court.

Jason Mckay photos

Woodstock Academy’s Carter Tosetti lets a shot fly while being pres-
sured by a Ledyard defender.

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — On
Wednesday, Feb. 21, the eighth
seeded Woodstock Academy
boys’ basketball team hosted
No. 9 Ledyard High for an
ECC play-in game and the
Centaurs, behind their home
crowd, bolted out to a quick
lead, outscoring Ledyard
16-4 after the first quarter.
The lead was kept through-
out with great defense and
a team effort offensively, as
Woodstock defeated Ledyard
47-38 in a defensive battle.

“It was big because I feel
like it got them settled in,
but we got too content a lit-
tle bit, guys let the offensive
guys go by them and we just
can’t get tense in the play-
offs,” Woodstock Academy
head coach Donte Adams said
about his team’s quick start.
“We have to treat every pos-
session like it is the last, so if
we do the right things every
time, we will win the game. It
is hard to win a playoff game,
but I feel like my guys came
out with energy tonight and
it settled them in, which was
big.”

The Centaurs found success
when they moved the ball on
the offensive end and every-
one got involved. That is how
the scoring was in this con-
test. Junior Garrett Bushey
stepped up and led Woodstock
with 13 points, and seniors
Hunter Larson and Teddy
Richardson each scored seven
points. Ten Centaurs scored

HELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
SAND BLASTER

opening available in Oxford, Ma.
Duties include high pressure manual
blasting of steel shot, grit and garnet.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries
508-987-3042

HELP WANTED
INDUSTRIAL PAINTER

opening available in Oxford, Ma.
Duties include priming and
painting of machine parts ~
and structural steel.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries
508-987-3042

brendan@
villagernewspapers.
com

in this contest.

“One hundred percent we
always go one more, which is
one more pass, so if everyone
gets a touch on each posses-
sion that’s great offense and it
makes everyone comfortable
and makes everyone a factor
on the team,” stated Adams
about finding the best shot.
“We want our opponents to
guard us, we want everyone to
be a threat. It was big tonight
that guys were able to score,
and I felt like we got guys
to score we usually don’t get.
That is big, it was great on the
offensive end for us.”

Despite getting production
for a number of players, it
was defense, especially in
the first half, that was the
strength for the Centaurs
in this win. Woodstock held
Ledyard under 40 points and
only allowed 15 points in the
first half. Nothing was easy
offensively for the visiting
Colonels due to the energy
from Woodstock on that end
of the court.

“It is playoff basketball, so
it is one and done, so I have
been putting an emphasis
the last few practices that we
have to play defense,” stat-
ed Adams. “It has been one
of the main things we have
been working on coming into
practice and the guys played
defense tonight and we just
have to continue and pick it
up and play tomorrow.”

Woodstock ended up unfor-
tunately losing to St. Bernards
in the ECC quarterfinals on
Thursday, Feb. 22, 74-39.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Tourtellotte celebrates after defeating Killingly.

——

Quin Crowley of Killingly makes his way up to the net with
Tourtellotte defenders surrounding him.

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Michael Fabiano of Killingly looks around a Tourtellotte
defender to passs the ball down the court.

“It feels great, I am really happy for the kids,”
emphasized Tourtellotte head coach Gino Manzi. “It is

Jason Mckay photos  all about the kids, it is always about the kids. Where we

started and where we are now is a testament to them
believing in what we were trying to accomplish, and
we put it all together tonight. Obviously, Josh fouled
out and we had to step up and Nick made four huge
free throws down the stretch. I just couldn’t be more
proud of them. Jake was unbelievable, Deonte played
great, Josh did his thing. It was a total team effort.”

Manzi also added some insight into what changes
were made to make the third quarter push.

“We mixed it up a little bit, we changed the tempo.
The press got us some turnovers and we converted off
of those turnovers, and they just fought all year long.
There is just no quit in them, I am just really proud of
them.”

Down the stretch, Killingly made a great push, and
it was led by junior Johnny Kazantzis who scored
10 of his team-high 23 points in the fourth quarter,
including three from the charity stripe to pull within
two with eight seconds left in the game. The late push
was countered by four crucial free throws by senior
Nicolas Kostacopoulos on two straight possessions to
keep a two-possession lead.

Throughout, the Tigers got consistent contributions
from senior Jake Patterson, who scored a game-high
24 points, 15 of which came in the second and third
quarters. This was important because Patterson hit
big shots in the second to keep his team within dis-
tance when Killingly was in a groove, and in the third
quarter he was a big reason for the run to give his
team the lead. The senior forward hit tough shot after
tough shot.

“Some kind of fire lit up in me, I don’t know how
else to say it,” stated Patterson. “It felt good to hit some
shots, you see it go in a couple times, a tough shot espe-
cially, and everything feels easy just going in.”

Tourtellotte ended up going on to play Stonington
High and was defeated on Saturday, Feb. 24, 76-64.

THOMPSON — The Killingly High boys’
basketball team led by four points going into
halftime, 36-32, against Tourtellotte High on the
shoulders of freshman guard Quin Crowley,
who scored all 19 of his points. However, the
host Tigers came out of the halftime locker
room with something to prove.

Led by two seniors, Jake Patterson and
Deonte Snow, and junior Joshua Carlson,
Tourtellotte outscored Killingly 18-8 in the
third quarter to take a 50-44 lead going into the
fourth. The momentum shifted quickly and the
Tigers ran with it, holding the lead for the rest
of the contest to defeat Killingly, 59-55, to move
onto the semifinals of the ECC tournament on
Thursday, Feb. 22.

Tourtellotte’s Nicolas Kostacopoulos finds a lane to make a pass.
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In case of inclement
weather, listen to WINY
or call the Killingly
Historical Center a little
after 10 to see if it is open.
If you get the answering
machine, leave a mes-
sage. We are probably
closed. Thank you.

Lynn LaBerge,
archivist for the Killingly
Historical Society and
Center, was cataloguing
several donations for
the archives, which you
might find interesting.
The first was a small
booklet entitled “Course
of Study for the Dayville
Village School”,1884.” T'll
give just a few extracts.
“First Year. Receive your
pupils cordially, taking
great pains to make first
impressions of school
life pleasant. Give them
something to do at once...
Let the reading for the
first two months be
entirely sight reading.
Write the names of famil-
iar objects on the black-
board and associate these
names with the objects
for which they stand...
Writing. Drill upon the
straight line “/” giving
special heed to slant and
spacing. (Many of us are
old enough to remember
when penmanship was a
regular part of our cur-
riculums. Special lined
paper. There were special
wooden chalk holders to
make lines for penman-
ship on the chalkboard.
There was endless prac-
tice with writinglinesand
ovals. Some of us even
had Ink wells). Farther
on, the text of the book-
let refers to using slate
and blackboard. Among
the general rules was,
“Shouting to those pass-
ing in the street and the
throwing of stones, nuts,
snow-balls or any other
missile near the school
building or at any person
passing in the street, are
strictly forbidden.” (p.15).
A photo of the Dayville

It’s never too early to
prepare for the garden
season ahead. Having
the right tool for the job
saves time, reduces the
frustration of trying to
make the wrong tool
work, and allows you to
garden longer with less
muscle fatigue.

Take an inventory of
all your tools. Be sure to
check the shed, garage,
or tool caddy. Make a
list of those that need to
be replaced or need an
update. This is also a
good time to clean and
sharpen those tools you
plan to use in the coming
growing season.

As you update your
tools, you may want to
purchase a few hand tools
with comfortable wooden
handles and carbon steel
heads. The wood adds
a natural aesthetic that
goes hand in hand with
gardening.

Make sure you have
the right shovels for
those frequent digging
tasks. Perhaps it is time
to invest in a long-han-
dled shovel with a nar-
row head that allows
you to dig in small spac-
es. Corona’s DigMaster
Nursery Shovel has a

The wives of Israel Putnam

School can be found on
page 85 of “Images of
America” by Natalie L.
Coolidge and Robert A.
Spencer.

Were you a stu-
dent at Killingly High
School in 19767 They
produced the Broadway
musical “George M.” on
Feb. 25 and 26 of that year.
It was based on the life
of Broadway star George
M. Cohan (1878-1942) who
was called “The Man who
created Broadway.” Some
of his most famous songs
were “You're a Grand Old
Flag,” “Yankee Doodle
Boy,” and “Give My
Regards to Broadway.”
(Wikipedia). Perhaps you
were amember of the cast

of the musical: George
Cohan-Stephen Jax;
Archie-James Pestana;

Jerry Cohan-Jeffrey
Merrill; Mellie Cohan-
Debra Doff; Josie Cohan-
Claudia Reid; E. F. Albee-
Roger Baxter; Madame
Grimalde-Stacy Asal; Mr.
Beckman-Eddie Rahab;
Ethel Levy-Alice Berrios;
Agnew Nolan- Lorraine
Gingras; Ben-Leslie
Anthony; Freddie (Fay
Templeton’s Manager)-
Scott White; Mayor
(Norvet T. Harty-Brian
Holt; Sam Harris- David
Chandler; Fay Templeton-
Tami Martineau;
Rose (Fay Templeton’s
Maid)-Brenda Page; Ma
Templeton- Cheryl De ()
ne; Walt-James Pestana;
Director-Leslie Anthony.
While I was researching
this, I discovered that
there are You-Tube pre-
sentations of the musical
by a variety of artists.
The volunteers
at the Center chuckled
at the little statement on
the program, “The audi-
ence is requested not to
use flash cubes during
the performance.” I
wondered how long
they had been in exis-
tence. “In 1965 Eastman
Kodak of Rochester, New
York replaced the indi-
vidual flashbulb tech-

GARDEN

MELINDA
MYERS

' MOMENTS

steel blade

hardened
and a handle for dura-
bility and long life. The
ComfortGel grip allows
you to keep working lon-
ger.

Like digging with the
right-sized shovel, dead-
heading flowers with the
right tool makes it easier
and you're more likely
to get the job done. For
those with a lot of dead-
heading, select one with
an ergonomic design, a
finger loop for better con-
trol, and an easy-release
lock like Corona’s Ergo
Dead Header Snips.

Late winter and early
spring are also the time to
do a bit of trimming and
pruning on indoor plants.
Pruners and snips with
specially shaped blades,
like the Corona BP14623
Houseplant Pruner, make
trimming  individual
leaves and stems easier,
ensuring you make the
cut where planned.

nology used on early
Instamatic cameras with
the Flashcube developed
by Sylvania Electric
Products. A flashcube
was a module with four
expendable flashbulbs,
each mounted at 90° from
the others in its own
reflector.”(Wikipedia).
Of course, now people
just use their cell phones
to take photos.

March is
Women’s History Month.
In past years, I've written
about local women who
rose to national promi-
nence such as Mary
Dixon Kies of Killingly
who is credited with
receiving the first pat-
ent given a woman in
her own right (1809) and
Emeline Roberts Jones of
Danielson who was the
first female dentist. This
year I want to pay trib-
ute to local women who
endured much for our
country, especially as we
begin to think about the
250th anniversary of the
United States in 2026.

I'm sure most
of you have heard of
General Israel Putnam
of Pomfret and Brooklyn.
Can you imagine what
it must have been like
to have been his wife?
I think I might have
fainted if I had known
he was going to crawl
in the wolf den to shoot
wolf. Then, there was
being captured during
the French & Indian War,
being tied to a stake,
and about to be burned!
Later in 1762 Putnam sur-
vived a shipwreck during
the British expedition
against Havana, Cuba.
Then there was worry-
ing about him during the
Revolution! Being “Old
Put’s” wife was filled
with more than your nor-
mal everyday worries!

Israel Putnam’s
first wife was Hannah
Pope, the daughter of
Joseph and Mehitable
Pope. When they were
married in  Salem,

Gear up for the 2

A scoop comes in
handy when placing
potting mix or fertiliz-
er in containers. The
more you use it, the
more uses you will dis-
cover for scoops like
Corona’s Multi-Scoop
with a stainless-steel
scoop and ComfortGel
grip.

If you struggle to haul
soil, mulch, and plants to
the garden bed, it may be
time to invest in a gar-
den cart. Wheelbarrows
are a traditional favorite
but how about a four-
wheeled cart with pneu-
matic tires to make mov-
ing the load over rough
ground easier? Consider
one with sides that fold
down for easier loading
and unloading. Or per-
haps one with a dump-
ing mechanism, like
Corona’s CR1000 Poly
Dump Cart, that makes
it easy to empty loads of
mulch and soil where it
is needed.

And don’t forget about
the young gardeners in
your life. Having their
own set of properly sized
hand tools, long-handled
tools, and of course, a
wheelbarrow will make
working with you in the

Massachusetts on
July 19, 1739, she was
just a few months
shy of her 18th birth-
day In her “History
of Windham County
Connecticut, Vo. L,”
Ellen D. Larned says
that Israel Putnam
purchased land in
Pomfret in that same
year. “Within two
or three years (he) had
erected a house and out
buildings, broken up land
for corn and grain, set
out fruit trees and collect-
ed many valuable cattle
and sheep. This fine flock
soon caught the fancy of
his appreciative neighbor
(the wolf) and one morn-
ing some ‘seventy sheep
and goats were report-
ed Kkilled, besides many
lambs and kids torn and
wounded’”(Swordsmith
ed., p. 294, 301). You
might wonder why the
Putnams had so many
sheep. Their meat was
a valuable trade com-
modity, being sent from
New England ports to the
West Indies. So Hannah
Putnam was married to a
young, enterprising, dar-
ing man.

Hannah and
Israel Putnam had ten
children born between
1744 and 1764. The young-
est son, Peter Schuyler
Putnam, born in 1764,
was an infant when his
mother passed away the
following year on April
6, 1765 at age 43. She
was interred in the South
Cemetery in Brooklyn.
Hannah (Pope) Putnam
did not live to endure
thy tribulations of
the Revolution. Her
son Israel Putnam, Jr.
served under his father
during the Revolution.

(Most biographical
information is from
Mark Allen Baker’s

“Connecticut Families of
the Revolution”; some is
from findagrave).

Israel Putnam’s
second wife was a
woman he had known

024 garden

garden even more spe-
cial. Kids, like adults,
benefit from spending
time in the garden. Give
them their own garden
patch or row to dig, plant,
and tend. You’ll all have
more fun.

When upgrading your
garden tools, consider
donating those that are
still in good working
order to a nearby commu-
nity garden, school gar-
den, or master gardener
group. They can always
use extra tools to help
them grow gardeners of
all ages. And those that
have reached the end of
life can be turned into
garden art. It’s a great
way to save memories of
gardens’ past.

Melinda Myers has
written more than
20 gardening books,
including the recent-
ly released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant
video series and the
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-

time---widow

a long
Deborah (Lathop) Avery

Gardiner. She was the
daughter of Samuel and
Deborah (Avery) Lathrop
of Norwich, Connecticut.
Deborah was the widow
of the Reverend Ephraim
Avery, who had served as
the pastor of Pomfret’s
second Congregational
Church (Brooklyn) until
his untimely death of
dysentery in 1754. The
Averys had had nine
children although sev-
eral died young. It was
as a widow with seven
children that Deborah
married Lord Gardiner,
the fifth proprietor
of Gardiner’s Island.
Deborah had two more
children before Lord
Gardiner passed away in
1764. On June 3, 1767, she
married Israel Putnam.
(I don’t know the ages or
whereabouts of all these
children so have no idea
how crowded the Putnam
household might have
been after their mar-
riage. That’s a project for
a future date).
According
to Baker, “As Colonel
Putnam was one of the
most popular men of
his days, their home,
as one might imagine,
drew throngs of visi-
tors. So much so that
it encouraged the cou-
ple to move from their
rural home to the Avery
estate in Brooklyn, their
hope being to convert the
spacious property into
an inn. Presided over
by the dignified Mrs.
Putnam, the success-
ful establishment soon
became the most noted
gathering place in east-

MARGARET
WEAVER

ern Connecticut.”

(p. 109,110).
KILLINGLY Deborah was
Israel’s wife when
AT 300 the controversy

over replacing the
meetinghouse in
that society ensued.
It certainly must
have been a great
topic of conversa-
tion at the inn. If
you are a long-time read-
er of this column, you
might remember that
Godfrey Malbone ended
up erecting Old Trinity
Church as a result.

Like the wives
of many other generals
during the Revolution,
Deborah Putnam accom-
panied Israel to head-
quarters during at least
one winter. Sadly she died
while at his Fishkill head-
quarters on the Hudson
Oct. 14, 1777 and was
interred “in the Beverly
Robinson’s family vault”
at Trinity Episcopal
Cemetery in FishKill,
Dutchess County, New
York. (North American
Family Histories, p. 225,
Ancestry; findagrave).

We think of men
sacrificing their lives
for their young country.
Don’t ever forget that the
women did also!

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, February 2024.
For additional informa-
tion, email me at mar-
garetmweaver@gmail.
com or visit the Killingly
Historical & Genealogical
Center Wed. or Sat. 10
am.-4 p.m. or wwwkill-
inglyhistorical.org. or
call 860-779-7250. Like us
at Facebook at www.face-
book.com/Kkillinglyhis-
toricalsociety. Mail for
the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc.
or the Killingly Historical
and Genealogical Center
should be sent to PO Box
265, Danielson, CT 06329.

Courtesy — Corona Tools

The long-handled Digmaster nursery shovel with its narrow
head makes it easy to dig even in small spaces.

uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
was commissioned by
Corona Tools for her
expertise in writing this

article. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Fastern announces spring 2024 music events

WILLIMANTIC — The
Eastern Connecticut
State University
Department of Music has
announced its schedule
of music events for the
remainder of the spring
2024 semester. Events
will include performanc-
es and guest lectures. All
events will be held in the
Fine Arts Instructional
Center (FAIC).

March will Kkick off
with a faculty recital
featuring pianist David
Ballena and saxophon-
ist Joshua Thomas on
March 2 at 2:30 p.m.
in the Concert Hall.

On March 30 at 3 p.m.
in FAIC 110, Eastern’s
University Hour series
will feature musicologist
Dana Gooley of Brown
University analyzing
iconic theatre compos-
er Stephen Sondheim’s
compositional strategies.

April, the Dbusiest
month of the perfor-
mance season, will begin
with  “Kaleidoscope,”
an evening of tradition-
al and contemporary
wind band repertoire by
Eastern’s Concert Band
on April 3 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Concert Hall. On
April 11, Christie Echols,
professor of music tech-

nology, will perform a
faculty recital of con-
temporary and electron-
ic works for the upright
bass at 7:30 p.m. in the
Concert Hall.

Eastern’s opera
program will host a
30-minute adaptation
of Mozart’s “The Magic
Flute” on April 13 at
2:30 p.m. in the FAIC’s
Susan Sukman McCray
Foyer. This event will be
free to the public thanks
to a grant from the
Jeffrey P. Ossen Family
Foundation. A Piano
Studio recital will be held
on April 15 at 3 p.m. in the
Concert Hall.

On April 19, the
Colloquium Series will
host a recital of German
lieder, German songs
that set poetry to music,
titled “Heroes, Gods and
Sirens” at noon in the
Concert Hall in conjunc-
tion with the University’s
Big Read program.

An honors recital for
music students will take
place on April 21 at 2:30
p.m. in the Concert Hall,
followed by an awards
ceremony after the per-
formance.

The last full week of
April will begin with
a performance by the
Concert Chorale on

April 22 at 7:30 pm. in
the Concert Hall in cele-
bration of Earth Day. On
April 26, the Percussion
Ensembles concert will
take place at 7:30 p.m.
in the Concert Hall, fea-
turing works for large
and chamber percussion
ensemble and steel band.

Eastern’s Jazz
Ensemble and Jazz
Combo concert will take
place on April 29 at 7:30
p.m. in the FAIC foyer.
The Jazz Combo will spin
interpretations of jazz
standards, while the Jazz
Ensemble will perform
classic big band charts.
The season will con-

clude with the Student
Chamber Music recital
on April 30 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Concert Hall.

To learn more about
Eastern Performing
Arts or to find tickets for
events, visit https://east-
ernct.showare.com/ or
email theatreboxoffice@
easternct.edu.
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Do-it-yourself (DIY)
advice abounds on
streaming services.
There are decorating
shows, repair shows, gar-
dening shows. There are
even programs that fea-
ture a professional who
comes in to rescue the
homeowner floundering
out of their depth. All
the major home improve-
ment chains offer DIY
workshops to learn how
to lay pavers, install floor-
ing, faux paint a wall,
or put in koi ponds. It

Pinwheels and dinosaurs

is exhausting to keep
up with all the current
trends.

In the early
19th-century, home décor
experienced trends,
as well. Wall stencil-
ing became a means of
imitating the expensive
imported  wallpapers
coming into America
from Europe. Although
urban areas like Boston
had access to such luxu-
ries, wall decoration in
the countryside took a
practical approach. Wall

stenciling was
appreciated for
its frugality, as
well as its beau-
ty. The decora-
tive process was

WoonsTtock THROUGH

CHARLENE PERKINS CUTLER

THE YEARS

simple. A coat of
paint was applied
directly over the plaster,
usually whitewash or
tinted whitewash in ivory,
gold, pink, blue or gray.
Some of the backgrounds
were quite dark and dra-
matic. The stenciled
motifs were mechani-
cally and systematically
painted in combinations

Work has begun as part of The Roseland Park and Golf Course Legacy Campaign. Widening
of fairways, which have become overgrown, is in process. The tree removal will also allow for
much needed sunlight to the course in needed areas.

ROSELAND

continued from page Al

in the initial phase.
According to Rauh, the
original financial projec-
tions indicate the need
for $2 to $3 million to sat-
isfactorily bring the park
and golf course to its
original state. Working
with former Woodstock
resident and nationally
acclaimed park architect
Wilson Martin the Board
will undertake paving
and redesign of the cur-
rent roadways to ensure
the safety of pedestrians,
youngsters and motor
vehicles.

A new main entrance is
planned, which will offer
immediate views of the
lake and the beauty of the
park. Updates to the barn
and boathouse, including
indoor facilities for the
convenience of patrons
and visitors to the park
are in the plans. Another
important aspect of the
project is construction
of an equipment storage
facility, which will extend
the life of park and golf
course maintenance
machinery. Playground

improvements including
new equipment and resto-
ration of grassy areas for
the safety of youngsters
are integral to the future
of the park and the fam-
ilies who are daily users.

“The plan is to
work closely with the
Woodstock Little League
which has been located
on the grounds of the
park for 65 years. The
Little League Complex
is the first thing people
see when arriving from
a southerly direction.
Along with the baseball
fields, improvements to
the golf course to ben-
efit the more than 9,000
rounds played there
during the summer
months have already been
initiated,” said Chairman
Rauh.

Since embarking on
the $500,000 Legacy
Campaign on October
29, 2023, Rauh, along
with Vice Chairmen Dr.
Jonathan Gradie and
Honorary Chairman
Paul Kelly noted that the
fundraising efforts have
edged over 80 per cent of
the goal. The trio has
been working closely
with the leadership team

of Trustee President
Martha Beckwith,
Patrick O’Brien, Jeff
Bond, Anthony Listro,
Lynn Converse, Pam
Brown and Board
Historian Marc Cotnoir.

The Legacy Campaign
is designed to allow
donors three years to ful-
fill pledges or their intent
to participate, giving indi-
viduals, corporations,
organizations and finan-
cial institutions an oppor-
tunity to make signifi-
cant gifts. Recognition
opportunities honoring
donors or memorializing
loved ones are part of the
pledge process according
to Rauh.

“This is a major under-
taking by the Board
and the first time we’ve
ever embarked on such
a venture. If we are to
maintain the beauty and
utility of this land and
operate it as a private
location, the support of
the community is vital-
ly necessary. We plan to
start on improvements in
late spring or early sum-
mer;,” concluded Rauh.

of black, red and black,
green and black, or red
and green.

The earliest
examples of stenciling
date from the late 1700s,
and its motifs were
drawn from nature and
usually painted in two
colors. Stenciling applied
during the Federal Period
emphasize a formal, one-
piece stencil and designs
like eagles, corner fans,
festoons and tassels. As
the technique evolved
into the Victorian Period,
the design was applied

{ with even greater preci-

sion, by using multiple
stencils to form intri-

| cate motifs, and painting

them in only one color.
The artists traveled about
from town to town and
few of their names have
been recorded. Moses
Eaton is probably the
most famous. He worked
in central Massachusetts,
southern New Hampshire
and southern Maine.

The evidence of
original stenciling in an
historic house is often
found when stripping

| away layers of wallpa-

per. The oldest layer may
carry the transfer of the
original painted décor
on the reverse side as it
is pulled away from the
plaster. Occasionally, the
removal of wall board
will reveal a decorated
area. However, much
original work has been
painted over or walls
have been removed.

Occasionally,
the homeowner picked
up stencil and brush,
but more often, itinerant
artists were employed to
stencil the walls. These
were the folks who also
painted family portraits,
produced murals and
painted and/or stenciled
floors, embellished car-
riages and signs, and did
other tasks for a small
stipend or room and
board. Some were very
talented, others not so
much. This author has
viewed stencils in nearby
Canterbury composed of
giant pinwheels of a dark
forest green, measuring
16 inches in diameter,

and applied
to a teal blue
background.
The decoration
covered all the
walls of a small
parlor. It was
disturbing. The
same house had a border
applied around the top of
a pale-yellow room which
resembled a parade of
dark green dinosaurs.
This particular itinerant
artist identified himself
by his use of distinctive
patterns and their place-
ment on the wall. As he
moved further north on
Route 169 to Brooklyn, he
painted the same huge
pinwheels in another
home, this time black
painted on yellow. To
date, no giant pinwheels
or dinosaurs have been
found in Woodstock.

There were
several unidentified
traveling craftsmen
who transected south-
ern Worcester County
and northern Windham
County in the early 1800s.
They left their signature
in their work as vivid-
ly as if they had signed
the walls; each artist
can be distinguished by
their color palate and
patterns used, and in the
way they combined col-
ors and placed designs on
the walls. Their simple,
portable tools included
stiff brushes, powdered
pigments to mix with
whitewash or milk paint,
and stencils made of thin
sheets of tin, wood, leath-
er or heavy paper.

These anonymous art-
ists seemed to follow the
major “highways” of the
day. In Woodstock, those
routes would have includ-
ed the Boston & Hartford
Central Turnpike (parts
of Route 197), the Somers
Turnpike (parts of
Route 171), the Norwich-
Springfield Turnpike
(part of Route 169), and
the Norwich -Worcester
Turnpike (a portion of
which followed Roseland
Park Road and Paine
District Road). It is no
surprise that most of the
documented examples of
early 19th century sten-
ciling in Woodstock has
been found along or near
these routes. Six hous-
es with rooms decorated
with original stenciling
were photographed in the
1980s cataloguing various
patterns and colors. The
images are part of the col-

lection of the Woodstock
Historical Society:

During Woodstock’s
Tercentenary, the exhib-
it catalogue reproduced
a photograph of a sten-
ciled wall from the home
of Thomas Lyon (1760-
1824), located in North
Woodstock. It illustrated
walls completely filled
with stenciling, includ-
ing a special overmantel
treatment. The back-
ground was blue-gray
and the designs were
painting in green, red
and black. While the
individual motifs have
been used in other parts
of New England and
New York, this room was
unusual because the sten-
ciling included Masonic
symbols of tradesmen’s
tools and religious ele-
ments integrated into
the overall design. This
has not been document-
ed elsewhere. The Lyon
home was used as the
meeting place for Putnam
Lodge No. 46 A.F. and
AM. The Freemasons
were a ritualistic, secret
society of tradesmen and
craftworkers, and in the
early 19th century were
criticized by the church
as having heretical ten-
dencies. (Heritage and
Horizons, 55).

Do more examples
of this artform exist in
Woodstock? Future DIY
projects may undercov-
er additional work but
the owner of an historic
home is well-advised to
be gentle with renovation
and, particularly, demo-
lition.

Books on Woodstock
history available at any
of the town’s four librar-
ies and the website for
the Woodstock Historical
Society (www.centerfor-

woodstockhistory.com):
Bowen, Clarence
Winthrop. History of
Woodstock. Boston:
James R. Osgood, 1882.
Larned, Ellen D.
History of Windham
County, Connecticut.
2 vols. Worcester,

Massachusetts: Printed

by Charles Hamilton,
1874.

Woodstock

Tercentenary Committee.
Heritage and Horizons,
Woodstock Remembers
300 Years.

Woodstock, CT, 1968.
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We Want
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_%/ WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE:

(or Large Covered Patio as needed ). Munlmpal water & sewer. Hardwood floors in the Living

7eadaed%ewl’ww X

First Time Offered!1960 era One Level,
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large,
near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport

Duck, Chickens, soo much More!

Webster Lake
15 Soutt Point ZA.

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement |
block garage is located on the property.. Land area C
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town
Water & Sewer available

A Unique Opportunity to Own a Rural Farm-
house on 2.52 Acres! Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-,
4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is in full
operation with Goats, Sheep, Pony, Donkey,

$450,000

Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You! Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. $322,000
June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il
THOMPSON - 47 FABYAN- WOBDSTOBK/IIQ_ %"  WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE. E ‘% WEBSTER 17 BRODEUR AVENUE
(D) OPEN HOUSE () A Featuned New Listing N B mg BEING  BULT!
L samaswimor T : = ST e

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole
lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family
for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd
flr. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side
entry porch for the 1st floor apt only. A rear open porch provides
a private space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It's situated on an
acre plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and
Pine St. 480 on Pine St. which has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room,
upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful
Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

| RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2

ON DEPOSIT

$399,000.

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

$195,000

ON DEPOSIT

=y 0.1
;

sg/ft of I|V|ng spaceI Gleaming hardwood floors can be found
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

Your Lake
| Home

Hene!

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This
Half Duplex home features one
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274
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Brenda A. Grenier,
60, of Danielson
passed away peace-
fully on Friday
February 23, 2024,7 at
Davis Place. She was
born in Putnam on
November 15, 1963,
daughter of Carol A.
(Giard) and the late

OBITUARIES

Brenda A. Grenier, 60

Fred W. Wood, Jr. Brenda is survived by
her mother Carol Wood of Danielson,
brother Bradley Wood of Danielson,
and daughter Laura Grenier of
Canterbury. A calling hour will be held
in Tillinghast Funeral Home, 433 Main
Street Danielson on Monday March 4,
2024, from 10-11 AM with a Memorial
Service at 11. tillinghastfh.com

Priscilla Perkins

Priscilla Perkins
passed away
on January @ 24,
2024 in Brewster,
Massachusetts after
a brief hospital stay.
Born Priscilla Mae
Sheldon in Putnam,
Connecticut, on
December 20, 1935,
she was the beloved wife of the late
Richard Perkins. Priscilla and Richard
were married on September 17, 1955.
They lived in Woodstock, Connecticut
before moving to Brewster in 1998.

Priscilla was the daughter of Charles
and Eva (Rhodes) Sheldon. She grad-
uated from Woodstock Academy. She
worked at Annhurst College, Pratt &
Whitney, and as the bookkeeper for
Woodstock Auto Body. Priscilla liked
to travel, loved Cape Cod, her children

and her cats.

She leaves behind her brother
Charles Sheldon of Florida, her daugh-
ter Deborah Perkins and her husband
Michael Morin of Difield, Maine, her
son, Michael Perkins of Woodstock,
his wife Judy, and their daughters
Amelia and Rachel, and her son Jeffery
Perkins of Brewster, his wife Cheryl,
their daughter Nicole, son Craig
and his wife Emma. She also leaves
behind many much loved cousins and
friends. Private services will be held
at Quassett Cemetery in Woodstock at
a later date. Smith & Walker Funeral
Home of Putnam is in charge of the
arrangements. To share a memory or
leave a candle, go to smithandwalkerth.
com. In lieu of flowers, please donate in
Priscilla’s name to your favorite chari-
ty or local animal shelter.

Sara Parker, 87

Sara (Gifford)
Parker, 87, formerly
of East Woodstock

and Ella Grasso
Apartments in
Putnam, widow

of Joseph Parker
g| ( married for 59
al years), passed

away at Matulaitis
Nursing Home on January 31, 2024.
Born May 16, 1936, in Putnam, CT to
Ruth (Aldrich) and Harry Gifford, she
was predeceased by sisters Virginia
Kesaris, Jean Sanchini, and Priscilla
Butler, great-granddaughter Adelynn,
and great-great-grandson Caspian. She
is survived by her son, Mark, and wife
Natalie; daughter, Joy, and husband
Bob; son, Timothy, and wife LeAnn;
son, Shawn, and husband David; and
son, Matthew; nine granddaughters,
fifteen great-grandchildren, and many
nieces and nephews.

She was an avid baker, knitter, quil-
ter, UConn Women’s basketball fan, and
lover of holidays. She kept in touch
with classmates from the Putnam High
School Class of 1954 and helped orga-

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF Raymond J Phelps
(23-00439)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated
December 20, 2023,, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Courtney Phelps, 7 George Street, Apt.
3, Putnam, CT 06260
March 1, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING

Town of Thompson
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hear-
ing will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday,
March 5, 2024 at 7:00 pm at Thompson
Town Hall, 815 Riverside Drive, North
Grosvenordale, CT regarding the appli-
cation by the Thompson Congregational
Church for the Neighborhood Assis-
tance Act Tax Credit Program. The ap-
plication materials are available for pub-
lic inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office
in Thompson Town Hall, 815 Riverside
Drive North Grosvenordale, CT during
regular business hours.
Dated at Thompson, Connecticut this
16th of February 2024.
February 23, 2024

@m@@/

Funeral Homes and Crematory

nize their annual reunions. She worked
many jobs, including as a nurse’s aide
at Matulaitis and as a secretary/admin
to doctors, ministers, and organiza-
tions including Putnam Savings Bank,
Windham County Country Parish,
Marianapolis, and American Optical/
Cabot Safety/Aearo.

Sara and her late husband, Joe,
shared their strong faith, both locally
as members of Living Faith United
Methodist Church in Putnam and in
the greater Methodist connection.
Together, they embodied the dual tradi-
tions of Methodism, Joe embodying its
evangelical spirit and Sara driven by
its vision of social justice.

Sara always wanted the world to be a
better place and endeavored to do what
she could do to make it so, encouraging
others to do the same. This drive fueled
her advocacy for nuclear disarmament,
the UN. Law of the Sea, the covenant
relationship between the New England
Methodist Church and the Asociacion
de Iglesias de Cristo de Nicaragua
(AICN), and many other causes.

In many, many ways, Sara succeed-
ed in leaving the world a better place
despite health her health problems;
she fought through it and rarely let
chronic pain prevent her from making
a difference. She was helped in ways
great and small by friends, neighbors,
and medical professionals, especially at
Matulaitis Nursing Home and through
Day Kimball Homecare and Hospice.
Her family thanks you all for provid-
ing patient support and compassionate
care.

A memorial service will be on March
9, 2024, at 11:00 am at the Living Faith
United Methodist Church. The family
asks that donations in Sara’s name be
made to the Memorial Fund of Living
Faith United Methodist Church, 53
Grove St, Putnam, CT 06260.

Send all obituary notices
to Villager Newspapers,

]acquehne ‘Jacque” Dunaway, 75

Jacqueline
“Jacque” Dunaway
(age 75) died of com-
plications due to
Parkinson’s Disease
and leukemia on
January 12, 2024. She
was born on June 22,
1948, in Little Rock,
Arkansas, the third
of three daughters of James Munroe
Dunaway and Carolen Thibault
Dunaway. She was preceded in death
by her parents and close friend Terry
Bates of Gloucester, RI; and is sur-
vived by her long-time partner, Michael
Burdett, of Woodstock Valley, CT; dear
friend and end-of-life caregiver, Ann
Ryder (Burdett) of Winchester, NH;
sisters Pam Dunaway (Jim Rasco) of
Little Rock, AR, and Judy Dunaway of
Westhampton, MA; and three nieces:
Laura Rasco Reeves (Darren Reeves) of
Little Rock, AR, Lisa Rasco (Ben Weil)
of Leeds, MA, and Elizabeth Dunaway
(Jordi Herold) of Northampton, MA;
and one nephew Edward Smith III
of Greenfield, MA, as well as five
grand-nieces and two grand-nephews.
Jacque attended Little Rock Public
Schools and graduated from Hall
High in 1966. She excelled in academ-
ics, attending Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, TN and pursuing higher
education in Educational Psychology
at the University of Connecticut grad-
uate school. She spent the majority of

her adult life advocating for the empow-
erment of individuals with develop-
mental disabilities. Whether through
the analysis and improvement of edu-
cational and residential programs or
working within the court system to
support adjudicated youth, Jacque was
a tireless advocate for accessibility and
the rights of individuals with disabili-
ties. Until her health no longer allowed,
she was actively involved in her local
community, serving on boards or assist-
ing a neighbor by bringing food, good
humor, or a helping hand when needed.
In her downtime, Jacque enjoyed cook-
ing, hiking, and always the company of
at least one or two dogs. She was a mas-
ter gardener, who created ornamental
and kitchen gardens wherever she lived.
She will be remembered for her fierce
intelligence, sharp wit, down-to-earth
nature, practical skills and her sincere
dedication to helping others in need.
Jacque’s ashes will be buried in the
Dunaway-Eagle family lot in Roselawn
Memorial Park next to her much loved
uncle and also scattered at some of the
places in nature she loved, including
the levee of a reservoir on her farm in
Lonoke, AR. A small family gathering
at her gravesite will take place at a later
date.

Memorials in honor of Jacque’s
life can be made to Symphony Flower
Farm, a non-profit NEPS organization,
PO. Box 185, South Woodstock, CT
06267.

Robert (Bob) Francis Lee, Jr., 85

Robert (Bob)
Francis Lee, Jr., 85,
resident of Brooklyn,
CT passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday,
February 20, 2024
at Pierce Memorial
Baptist Home in
Brooklyn. Bob was
born on August 1, 1938
in Nashua, NH to parents Robert F. and
Lucille Guilmette. He graduated from
Nashua High School in 1956. While in
high school, he enlisted in the US Army
and was honorably discharged in 1956,
his service cut short due to family
hardship. Bob married his best friend,
J. Gloria Paquin, in Lowell, MA on May
16, 1959.

A lifelong lover of geology and a
devoted rockhound, Bob graduated
with a Bachelor’s of Science in Geology
from the New Mexico Institute of
Mining and Technology, Socorro, NM
in 1966. His professional career began
at The Boeing Aircraft Company in
Renton, WA that same year. In 1969,
Bob began a 35-year-long career with
Rogers Corporation in Arizona. He set-
tled with his family in Brooklyn, CT
in 1972. At Rogers, he pioneered indus-
try-defining environmental health
and safety practices. Bob retired from
his position as Manager of Corporate
Environmental and Safety in 2004.

Additionally, Bob was active in his
community. He was involved in the
Boy Scouts of America with Troop

44 of Brooklyn and
served as a District
Commissioner, for
which he received
the District Award

of Merit. He was
an active member
of the Exchange

Club, the American
Legion Post 21 for
over 18 years, and a past member of
the Danielson Elks. In addition, he
served as the Emergency Management
Director for the Town of Brooklyn and
as a member of the Resource Recovery
Authority following his retirement.
He and his wife also enjoyed traveling
across Europe and Australia and trying
new hobbies in their retirement.

Bob is survived by his wife, J. Gloria;
brother, John (Anne); sister, Sandra;
sons, P. Bryan and R. David; grandchil-
dren, R. Tyler (fiancée Katelin) and
Alyssa; and several nieces and neph-
ews. Bob was predeceased by his par-
ents, Robert F. and Lucille; and his
sister, Patricia. The family thanks the
staff at Day Kimball Hospital (ICU),
specifically Dr. Fattaleh, and Pierce
Memorial Baptist Home for caring for
Bob, as well as friends and family for
their thoughts and prayers. Services
will be private. There will be a celebra-
tion of life in August with more infor-
mation to come. To honor Bob, dona-
tions can be made to a charity of your
choice in his name. tillinghastfh.com

MILL

continued from page Al

“As far as the Town
Council taking action
on this, because they are
private properties it isn’t
like the Council can go
in and do anything,” he
said.

seek assistance from any
lawmaker or agency will-
ing to listen, but it will
take time. She pointed out
that the EPA already has
a vested interest in clean-
ing up the Ballouville Mill
property as Killingly had
received an EPA grant to
revitalize the mill before
it burned down. Calorio

meantime, as frustrating
as it may be to endure the
eyesore of the mill rub-
ble, Calorio said all citi-
zens can do is be patient
and hope the efforts of
town leaders pay off.

“l understand their
frustration. I have the
same level of frustration
atthe snail’s pace that this

PO Box 90, shgalsc;ao aa%(vi:? ;&attﬁg urged the Town Council takes,” said Calorio, later
. . to continue to be a voice noting the advantage of
Southbr ldg e, MA 01 550’ or ‘;10;‘\/,2 tg: éip }111,3’ siilet\go;lﬁg for the people with some many voices speaking up
by e-mail to Council a lc%ng time ago cpunpil members con- about the situatior}. “’I_‘he
. . Calorio promised she 31der“1ng sending Week}y more communication
obits@stonebridgepress. .1 others in the town €Mails to lawmakers in and voice and advocacy
hall would continue to Hartford to advocate for they receive, the more

news a faster solution. In the attention we have.”
RENOVA'"ON for temperature and relative humidity isexpected tobe in place forthe duration

continued from page Al

except that they do not allow for indi-
vidualized temperature control which
lead Downes Construction to test the
settings to find a happy medium for
teachers and students.

“There was a period of adjustment
that we went through to, for lack of a
better terminology, find the sweet spot

'%mm%

“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory

104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 »

860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

so we started taking readings on a daily
basis back on Jan. 25, and we’ve been
averaging about 68 degrees and relative
humidity right around the 30 percent
mark, which is really an ideal condi-
tion,” said Tomcak.

The company will continue to mon-
itor the temperature daily to ensure
comfort levels for teachers and students
alike.

While the temporary heating system

SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com

L A

GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors
Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner

Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity

of the winter, the new system could be
installed as soon as April pending any
further delays. The permanent system
will include room-specific thermostats
that will allow teachers control over
their own room’s temperature within
three degrees of the building’s stan-
dard settings. The Killingly Memorial
School renovation project as a whole is
expected to be completed in 2025.
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Bryant University students
named to Dean’s List

SMITHFIELD, R.I. — Bryant
University is pleased to recog-
nize the students named to the
Fall 2023 Deans’ List.

To earn a place on the Deans’
List, students must have a
GPA of 3.4 or better for at least
12 semester hours of work.
Congratulations on this out-
standing achievement!

Michaela Clifford of Putnam

Avery Pedersen of Putnam

Karly Seiffert, of Dayville

Curtis Lefebvre of Pomfret

Center

Matthew Roethlein of Pomfret
Center

Nathan Roethlein of Pomfret
Center

About Bryant University

For overl60 years, Bryant
University has been at the fore-
front of delivering an excep-
tional education that antici-
pates the future and prepares
students to be innovative lead-
ers of character in a changing

world. Bryant delivers an inno-
vative and uniquely integrated
business and liberal arts edu-
cation that inspires students to
excel. With approximately 3,700
graduate and undergraduate
students from 38 states and 49
countries, Bryant is recognized
as a leader in international edu-
cation and regularly receives
top rankings from U.S. News
and World Report, Bloomberg
Businessweek, Forbes, and
Barron’s. Visit www.Bryant.edu.

Local students make
Dean’s List at RIT

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Garrett Geyer of Pomfret
Center and Jonah Whitney of Thompson were
named to the Dean’s List at Rochester Institute of
Technology for the fall semester of the 2023-2024
academic year. Geyer is in the computer engineer-

Local students
on Dean’s List
at University of
Saint Foseph

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The University

ing program.

credit hours.

leading creators,

Full-time degree-seeking undergraduate stu-
dents are eligible for Dean’s List if their term
GPA is greater than or equal to 3.400; they do not
have any grades of “Incomplete,” “D” or “F”; and
they have registered for, and completed, at least 12

Rochester Institute of Technology is home to

entrepreneurs, innovators, and

researchers. Founded in 1829, RIT enrolls more
than 20,500 students in 200 career-oriented and
professional programs, making it among the larg-
est private universities in the U.S.

With 145,000 alumni worldwide, the university is

internationally recognized and ranked for its lead-
ership in technology, the arts, and design. RIT also
offers unparalleled support services for deaf and
hard-of-hearing students. The cooperative educa-

tion program is one of the oldest and largest in the
nation. Global partnerships include campuses in
China, Croatia, Dubai, and Kosovo.

For the latest news, go to rit.edu/news.

To follow RIT
socialmedia.

of Saint Joseph has announced its Fall 2023

University of Saint Joseph Dean’s List.

“Students on the Dean’s List exempli-
fy academic excellence and their ability
to achieve their goals. We are very proud
of these students who join the network
of accomplished USJ scholars competi-
tively pursuing a range of studies from
health sciences to criminal justice,” said
Provost Michelle Kalis, Ph.D.

Local students on the USJ Fall Dean’s
List:

Emma Carpenter of Brooklyn

Isabella Belanger of Eastford

Alicia Smith of Eastford

The University of Saint Joseph is
the premier small private university
in Connecticut developing profession-
als for in-demand fields. A USJ degree
is a proven credential for undergradu-
ates seeking a traditional New England
college setting with exceptional NCAA
Division III athletics and a strong sense
of community. For graduate students
ready to learn more and earn more, USJ
offers online, hybrid, and on-ground
masters and doctoral programs with
innovative modular curricula that
attract students from around the world.

View our website at www.usj.edu.

Dean’s List
honors
announced
at Tufts
University

MEDFORD, Mass. — Tufts University
recently announced the dean’s list for
the Fall 2023 semester. Dean’s list hon-
ors at Tufts University require a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.4 or greater.

Ben Gordon of Woodstock, Class of
2026

Zachary White of Pomfret Center,
Class of 2026

Tufts University, located on cam-
puses in Boston, Medford/Somerville
and Grafton, Mass., and in Talloires,
France, is recognized among the pre-
mier research universities in the
United States. Tufts enjoys a global rep-
utation for academic excellence and for
the preparation of students as leaders
in a wide range of professions. A grow-
ing number of innovative teaching and
research initiatives span all Tufts cam-
puses, and collaboration among the fac-
ulty and students in the undergraduate,
graduate, and professional programs
across the university’s schools is widely
encouraged.

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

on social media, go to rit.edu/
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Home of lowa State University 34, Made a mistake
5. -fi(slang) 39. Sacred sound symbol
8. Mottled green and yellow fruit 42, Large N. American reindeer
12. Capable of thinking and 44, Dull and flat
expressing oneself clearly 46, Partner to huffing
14. Sports broadcaster Eagle 47. Written works
15. Midday 49. Monetary unit of Serbia
16. Kinsmen 50. Midway between east and
18. Cable network southeast
19. Simpleton 51. Peninsula of southwestern Asia
20. Brunch beverage 56. Widely used multiuser OS
21. Fed 57. Aggressive dog
22, European capital 58. Varnished
23. Native inhabitants 59. Hindu queen
26. Mechanical device 60. Time units, abbr.
30. Rare geese native to Hawaili ~ 61. Farm animals
31. Bedroom furnishing 62. Capital of Latvia
32. The products of human 63. Where golfers begin
creativity 64. Takes to civil court

33. Mass transit option

CLUES DOWN
1. One who graduated 28, “Kill Bill” actress Thurman
2. An inspired holy person 29, Hawaiian dish
3. Electronic counter- 35. Moroccan coastal region
countermeasures 36. Baseball statistic
4. A place to store things 37. Long period of time
5. Indian instrument 38, Moved earth
6. Spanish saloon 40. Central Netherlands city
7. Whole number 41. Take stock of
8. Not fastened 42. Central processing unit
9. Gives a boost 43. Distinctive qualities one
10. Lounges about generates
11. Interested in 44, Getting stuck
13. Remove salt 45, Loss of bodily movements
17. Type of sword 47. Veranda
24. Naturally occurring solid 48. Abrupt
material 49. What cats do
25. Gets involved without 52, Expresses pleasure
being invited 53. Type of cheese
26. Feline 54. Professional STEM organization
27. Bobby _, NHL champ 55. Automatic data processing
systems
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Specializing
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
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1st Dan Blackbelt.

LOCAL MARTIAL ARTS
STUDENT EARNS
BLACKBELT

American Martial Arts Center, Foster, R.l., recently
held a blackbelt grading. The candidates demonstrat-
ed a mastery of skills in forms (hyung), self defense,
kicking techniques, and weapons. Grandmaster Ken
Saucier proudly promoted Logan Hamel (Danielson) to

Courtesy

Enemies. We all have
them. Some people are
your enemy, and you
don’t even know it. They

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

]F .11?9 . Fy

- QEUFP

Never tell them they’re wrong

may have been motivated
by jealousy or envy, or
maybe they misinterpret-
ed something you said to

them once and felt slight-
ed. Since then, they’ve
been quietly undermin-
ing you at worst, and at

" LEBOEUF
RUBBISH REMOVAL

www.leboeufrubbishremoval.com

CURBSIDE TRASH & RECYCLING PICKUP
WOODSTOCK & POMFRET RESIDENTS
ONE MONTH FREE, WHEN YOU SIGN UP FOR A YEAR OF SERVICE

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

e e e

9 536-SkE-HSFFORITCOFFICE BUILDEES

FOR SALE
- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $650,000
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 « Building size: 9,536 SF
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant - Lot size: 13,939 SF
Finishes and High Ceilings . Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas . Basement: partial | Unfinished

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

best, they may just be
waiting for their moment.

There are a million
ways to make an enemy.
Maybe you accidentally
took someone’s favorite

get demographic spends
most of their time online,
it’s evident that digital
marketing is where we
should be allocating the
majority of our budget.”

pen, and they’ve Your coworker,
sworn a vendetta. however, believes
Or perhaps you Posimverly traditional market-
got the last slice  gppaxine Ing methods like
of pizza at a party, print and televi-
not knowing it TOBY sion ads will have a
was earmarked MOORE broader reach, coun-
for someone else, tering, “Our brand’s

sparking a silent,
saucy rivalry.

Let’s not forget the clas-
sic “reply all” email
faux pas, where you
accidentally shared your
not-so-flattering opinion
on the monthly birthday
cake choices with the
entire office. And I'm
sure there are some listed
elsewhere.

Nobody wants an
enemy, do they? I don’t.
Some say that if you
don’t have any enemies,
then you’re not doing it
right.

Winston Churchill
said, “If you don’t have
any enemies in life, then
you haven’t stood up for
anything.”

He’s probably talking
about a different type
of enemy than what I'm
about to present.

While leafing through
one of the most popular
self-help books ever writ-
ten, “How to Win Friends
and Influence People,”
I came across one sure-
fire way to not make an
enemy.

Imagine you're in a
team meeting discuss-
ing the direction of the
upcoming project. You
believe that focusing on
digital marketing will
yield the best return on
investment, arguing,

“Considering our tar-

"~ MARCH 8-10

strength has always

been its appeal to a
wide audience, and tradi-
tional media gives us that
visibility.”

Your ego flares up at
this moment, tempted to
dismiss their perspec-
tive outright. You might
feel inclined to assert,
“That approach is outdat-
ed and inefficient. Wait
until we see the results
from focusing solely on
traditional methods and
missing out on the digital
audience. Then we’ll see
who’s right.”

Often, our ego comes
up, and the ego always
wants to be correct. This
temptation to prove your
point without fully con-
sidering their viewpoint
can quickly turn a profes-
sional disagreement into
a personal conflict.

Now, you may be right.
Your reasoning may be
sound. But you must also
consider that other peo-
ple almost always want to
be correct. Whether you
know it or not, you insult-
ed their intelligence, and
now they’re your enemy.

Enemy is a strong
word, but whatever the
case, they almost certain-
ly see this as a challenge.
Why wouldn’t they? You
told them they’re not see-
ing the big picture. Now
they have something to
prove.

Now, you've got a sit-
uation on your hands
because you were right
and made them feel silly
about it, and they’re
now going to want their
chance to make you seem
foolish.

What’s a way to avoid
this? Well. It’s straight-
forward. You can begin
by saying, “Well, now,
look, I thought otherwise,
but I may be wrong. I fre-
quently am, and if I'm
wrong, I want to put it
right. Let’s examine the
facts.”

Nobody will object to
you admitting that you
could be wrong, and let’s
examine the facts!

It’'s a curious thing
about us humans: we can
change our minds in a
heartbeat over the small-
est things, no drama
involved. But the moment
someone tells us we're
wrong? That’s when the
walls go up, and we stand
our ground harder than
ever.

Telling someone
they’re wrong is a dead-
end strategy, especially in
a way that might make
them feel less than bril-
liant. You could throw
every fact and figure
their way, and more often
than not, they’ll stick to
their guns, convinced of
their rightness, even if
it’s just in the privacy of
their thoughts.

So, how do we navi-
gate this tricky terrain?
Dale Carnegie hit the
nail when he said, “Show
respect for the other per-
son’s opinions. Never say,
‘You're wrong.”” It’'s as
simple as that.

DCU CENTER

50 FOSTER STREET - WORCESTER, MA
FRI 4PM - 8PM - SAT 10AM - 5PM - SUN 10AM - 4PM
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EdHilton

Garden Inn
WORCESTER

TICKETS: ADULTS $10 - SENIORS (65 & over) $8 - KIDS (12 & under) $5
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