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BROOKFIELD 
$577,000, 2 W Main St, Parker, Kevin S, and Parker, 

Justyna M, to Conlin, Thomas M, and Oconnell, William 
D.

$338,000, 143 Fiskdale Rd, Cash, Tina M, to Haley 
Jr, James W, and Haley, Melissa J.

$235,000, Lake Rd, Quaboag Vly Prop Mgmt LLC, to 
Paul, Dave, and Paul, Cindy.

$25,000, 6 Forrest St, Toto Rita Fern Est, and Toto, 
Eugene, to Lojko, Alexander S.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$165,000, 342 Podunk Rd, Deibel, Robert E, to Deering, 

Charles.
$75,000, 126 Drake Ln, Rodriguez, Ricardo, and 

Rodriguez, Catherine, to Rodriguez, Ricardo.

LEICESTER
$550,000, 562 Pine St, Asquith, Lindsey, and Beauregard, 

David, to Belmore, Jeffrey, and Ricci, Alyssa.
$490,000, 1271 Main St, Young, Robert L, to Miranda, 

Masill E.
$350,000, 300 Clark St, Tretheway, Christine S, to 

Nogueira, Daniel M, and Anholetti, Laylla G.
$675,000, 437 Rawson St, Deblois, Tasha, to Fabiano, 

Sarah A, and Fabiano, Gerson C.
$475,000, 55 Hemlock St, Sjogren, Alan J, and Sjogren, 

Deborah A, to Tomahawk T, and Sjogren, Christopher J.
$460,000, 68 Paxton St, Connly Sean C Est, and Tritone, 

Sarah, to Perez, Kevin O, and Peters, Nicole D.
$355,000, 11 Overlook Dr, Chartier, James R, and 

Chartier, Terry A, to Spahiu, Anxhela.
$300,000, 4 Sunset Dr, Desmararis, Melanie A, to 

Trudeau, Michael.
$272,500, 442 Henshaw St, Berisha, Linda, to Regele, 

Sean T.
$175,000, 392 Henshaw St, Lefebvre, Sandra M, and 

Lefebvre, Thomas L, to Strandgaard, Sandra M.
$167,000, 75 Huntoon Memorial Hwy #3-3, Kennedy-

Keefe, Jeannine, and Cialone, Donna, to Milioli, Juliano.
$580,000, 135 White Birch St, DAgostino FT, and 

Dagostino, Anthony, to Foster, Sasheyra, and Chiari, 
Nickelda A.

$490,000, 136 Charles St, Radzik, Steven J, and Radzik, 
Sonia K, to Radzik, Jason P.

$35,000, Chapel St, Amidon, William, to Graham, 
Clifford.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$629,000, 43 Rufus Putnam Rd, Seymour 3rd, Herbert F, 

and Seymour, Kristi L, to Hardaker, Mary, and Hardaker, 
Alexandra.

$450,000, 43 Smith Hanson Rd, Hodder, Stuart R, to 
Capodanno, Abbey, and Cronin, Conor.

$315,000, 4 Summit Ter, Berkshire Prop Buyers LLC, to 
Prashaw, Brandon S, and Prashaw, Nicole S.

$725,000, 10 Stoddard Rd, Howland, Wesley, and Fredette-
Howland, Janice, to Mathers, Ryan, and Mathers, Ashley.

$549,900, 73 Maple St, Asante-Bio, Akwasi, and Asante-
Bio, Matilda, to Arce, Chadassi.

$385,000, 342 N Main St, Equity TCo, to Mandella, Jack 
E, and Labelle, Samantha R.

SPENCER
$608,000, 6 Garrett Ln, Molloy, Michael J, and Molloy, 

Brittany, to Maloy, Nicholas, and Maloy, Christina.
$170,000, Gold Nugget Rd #7, Bruso Ft, and Bruso, 

Joseph P, to Agbay, Anthony J, and Agbay, Maureen F.
$990,000, 78 Donnelly Rd, Czechowicz, Peter, and 

Czechowicz, Joanne, to 611 Chelmsford LLC.
$599,000, 37 William Casey Rd, Morrissey, Ann M, to 

Clark Jr, Kenneth W, and Bellio, Regina A.
$458,000, 14 Brown St, Bauckman Ft, and Bauckman, 

William, to Barry, Lucy.
$398,000, 48 Buteau Rd, Griffin, Scott D, and Griffin, 

Angela K, to Woods, Richard.
$200,000, 16 Ledge Ave, Bird Gordon Farnum Est, and 

Bird, David H, to Bird, David H.
$425,000, 92 E Charlton Rd, Cassanelli William C Est, 

and Cassanelli, Jesslyn L, to Prunier, Jennifer, and 
Munroe, Benjamin A.

$400,000, 105 Clark Rd, Kleciak, Lauren M, to Coleman, 
Bryan, and Coleman, Joy.

$387,000, 14 Holmes St, Gregoire, Tyler M, and Gregoire, 
Brittany R, to King, Grace.

WARREN
$225,000, 11 Quaboag St #B, Wittnebert, Jennifer L, and 

Wittnebert, Dina, to Trabucco, Tonya N.
$490,000, 29 Chapel St, Parker, Robert, to Provest 

Partners LLC.
$422,500, 34 Nelson St, Azusa Rt, and Kirchner 2nd, 

Dominic, to Kenneway, Jayson.
$350,000, 145 Little Rest Rd, Wicked Deals LLC, to 

Rockwood, Kelly.
$255,000, 743 Main St, Gagne, Ashley E, and Gagne, 

Daniel A, to Hubert, Raymond.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$640,000, 98 Tucker Rd, Booth, Seth C, and Booth, 

Jennifer A, to Marshall, Torrey, and Epstein, Brook.
$176,300, 4 Foster Hill Rd, Byczek, Louise C, to Seymour
3rd, Herbert F.

Knights of 
Columbus to hold 
spaghetti dinner

WEST BROOKFIELD — Knights of  Columbus Council 
11080 is sponsoring a spaghetti dinner this month.

The event will be held on Saturday, Jan. 18, inside Dugan 
Hall at Sacred Heart Church (10 Milk St.).

Proceeds from this event will benefit Supporting Orphans 
Nationally and Globally (S.O.N.G.). 

Dinner  includes  pasta  fagioli, a garden salad, meatballs 
and sausage, spaghetti and sauce, Italian bread, dessert, and 
beverages. 

The dinner cost is a $15 donation ($10 for children under 12 
years old).

Take-out meals will be available for guests, beginning at 6 
p.m. The sit-down dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission tickets are also good for entry for a special door 
prize.

Meanwhile, tickets will be available for a 50/50 raffle.
Advance ticket purchases are encouraged. To secure your 

tickets, call 413-813-8100.
To learn more about the event, send an email to wallycon-

nor122@gmail.com.

Haston 
Library 

starts new 
year with 
variety of 
programs

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Haston 
Free Public Library team invites guests 
of  all ages to get the new year off  to 
a good start with fun, educational pro-
grams.

Craft Night for Adults returns on 
Thursday, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. Guests will 
learn how to make craft snowmen to cel-
ebrate the winter season. Please register 
for this event in advance by contacting 
the library by phone or email.

The library’s Book Discussion Group 
will next meet on Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. This 
month’s featured book is “Indian Horse,” 
written by Richard Wagames. 

The library’s Movie Discussion Group 
will next meet on Jan. 23 at 6 p.m. Group 
members will watch “While You Were 
Sleeping,” a 1995 film.

Several January story-time programs 
will be offered to youngsters on Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m. Winter-themed books will be 
paired with craft activities covering such 
topics as snowmen, animals in the winter 
months, snowflakes, and hot cocoa.

Additionally, the library will host 
Community Connections programming 
for kids on Jan. 15, Jan. 22, and Jan. 29. 
All sessions will begin at 10 a.m. Explore 
reading, crafts, and play activities with 
your child.

Contact the library for information on 
age groups for each session.

The library continues to host the 
Children’s Art Club on the first and third 
Monday of  each month. All sessions last 
from 4-5 p.m.

The library’s Lego Club takes place 
every Thursday at 4 p.m.

On Tuesday, Jan. 21, check out a histori-
cal story-time session at 1 p.m. A book set 
in nineteenth-century North Brookfield 
will be featured. This program is part of  
the library’s series celebrating its 130th 
anniversary. Snacks will be provided at 
the event.

Guests are also invited to help celebrate 
the library’s anniversary by purchasing 
T-shirts available in new colors and sizes. 
Contact the library if  you are interested.

Additionally, the library has plenty 
of  new technologies and programming 
opportunities for guests to explore.

“We have added more Nintendo Switch 
games to our collection. Take a look at 
our new additions,” read a statement 
released by the library.

As a reminder to guests, the library 
will be closed on Jan. 20 in observance of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

For more information about upcoming 
library events, or to register for an activ-
ity, call 508-867-0208. You may also send 
an email to: hastonfreepubliclibrary@
gmail.com.

The library is located at 161 North 
Main St.

Local students 
named to 

UW-Madison 
Dean’s List

MADISON, Wisc. — The University of  
Wisconsin-Madison has recognized stu-
dents named to the Dean’s List for the fall 
semester of  the 2024-2025 academic year, 
including Kasey Dutter of  Spencer.

 
Students who achieve at a high level 

academically are recognized by the dean 
at the close of  each semester. To be eli-
gible for the Dean’s List, students must 
complete a minimum of  12 graded degree 
credits in that semester. Each univer-
sity school or college sets its own GPA 
requirements for students to be eligible 
to receive the distinction. Most call the 
honor “dean’s list”, but some grant the 
“Dean’s Honor List” and “Dean’s High 
Honor List.”
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QCC’s 
Intersession 
courses offer 
more access 
to education

 
WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond 

Community College is offering acceler-
ated courses during its Intersession 2025 
semester, which runs from Jan. 6 to Jan. 22. 
Students can earn up to four college credits 
per course in only two and a half  weeks.

“Intersession is a great way to quickly 
earn college credits, whether you’re a stu-
dent from QCC or a student from another 
institution looking to fill in a course at QCC 
during winter break,” said Vice President 
of  Strategic Enrollment and Student 
Engagement Michelle Tufau.

QCC is offering more than 25 diverse class-
es during Intersession that cover a variety 
of  topics such as Cultural Anthropology, 
Windows Client Operating Systems, 
Principles of  Management and Social 
Problems & Social Change. 

Students from other institutions are 
encouraged to contact their registrar’s office 
to ensure credits will transfer before enroll-
ing. An official transcript from QCC will be 
required to transfer credits to another insti-
tution.

To learn more about 
Intersession courses, 
visit  theq.qcc.edu/ICS/
Course_Offerings_and_
Schedule.jnz.

SPENCER — 
The Spencer Police 
Department spread hol-
iday cheer during its 
annual Christmas party 
for the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional 
School District.

Held on Dec. 19, the 
event saw multiple gifts 
handed out to youngsters 
from grades K-4, visits 
from special guests, and a 
magic performance. 

“It was an unforget-
table day filled with joy, 
laughter, and holiday 
magic,” read a statement 
released by the SPD. 
“Thanks to the incredi-
ble efforts of  the Spencer 
Police Union, every stu-
dent from kindergarten 
through fourth grade in 
the district received a 
special present, remind-

ing us all of  the magic of  
giving this holiday sea-
son.”

Santa and Mrs. Claus 
stopped by to meet local 
kids. Everyone involved 
in the program is thanked 
for helping to make the 
holidays memorable for 
students.

“Events like this are a 
cornerstone of  our com-
mitment to the Spencer 
community,” the SPD-
issued statement read. 
“The Spencer Police 
Union takes pride in giv-
ing back, and we’re so 
grateful to everyone who 
made this event possible. 
Your generous donations 
helped bring this event to 
life and create memories 
that will last a lifetime.”

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Presents

Feb
 8th

7-10pm

Box Office
30 Front St.
Putnam, CT

Scan
or

$25.00/ $30.00 at the Door
Contact Karen.Warinsky@gmail.com to be in the Open Mic

A project of Windham Arts

Passion & Pulse: 
with Worcester band The Vig!

A Night of Live 
Poems and Music

Donations as of 12/30/2024 

Monetary Donations may be sent to: Spencer Toys for Kids, P.O. Box 186, 
Spencer, MA 01562.
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: Spencer Fire Dept, Cornerstone 
Bank (Spencer office), ERA Key Realty Services (415B Main St). If you would 
like to sponsor a child, please contact Donna at donnaflannery@erakey.net or
call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance, applications can be picked
up at: Spencer Post Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry, Town clerk's 
office in the town hall, or ERA Key Realty Services (outside mailbox). You can
see updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.

Spencer police spread cheer
 at annal Christmas party

Courtesy

Members of the Spencer Police Department recently helped brighten the holiday season for local kids.

REGION — Several local families and organiza-
tions benefited from the annual toy drive run by the 
Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office.

Staff  members from the Sheriff ’s Office combined 
to collect massive piles of  toys for families in need 
throughout the area. 

In recent weeks, toys were delivered to the follow-
ing local organizations: Net of  Compassion, El Buen 
Samaritano Food Program, Inc., Planting The Seed 
Foundation, and Safe Exit Initiative-SEI.

“A big thank-you to all of  the staff  members who 
contributed and made a difference in the lives of  
others,” read a statement released by the Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Sheriff’s Office toy drive benefits local families

Courtesy

Members of the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office recently 
held a toy drive to help brighten the holiday season for local 
families.

www.StonebridgePress.com
Homework help 
and Technology 

Tuesdays at East 
Brookfield library
 
EAST BROOKFIELD — Need help with a homework 

question? A staff  member will be available to assist 
children with homework questions. This is not a tutor-
ing session; this program is designed for children to 
ask for help on a specific question. 

Mondays from 5:30-6:30 p.m., children under the age 
of  12 must have a parent or guardian remain with 
them.

Need help with technology? We’re here for you! We 
can teach you how to do things like use the library cat-
alog to look for books and materials, place holds, add 
Libby to your e-reader or phone, and generally make 
the most out of  the online resources we have available 
for you! We can also help with non-library related 
things like setting up an e-mail account. Note: If  you 
would like help specific to your device, please bring it 
along. For quick basic instructions only, we are unable 
to instruct beyond basic needs.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

GREAT SELECTION OF
 NEW AND GENTLY USED 

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

In Home Service Calls

DAVE’S 
APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P4382EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Lynne J. Johnson
Date of Death: 10/25/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Emily J. Zieman of Huntsville AL
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Emily J. Zieman of Huntsville AL
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
01/28/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 30, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 10, 2025

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Joyce Mulherin has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commission 
to build a single-family home located at 
9 GH Wilson Road, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the 
Office of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held 
by the Spencer Conservation 
Commission in McCourt Social Hall 
at Town Hall, 157 Main Street, on 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at which 
time all persons having an interest 
may be present or call in remotely to 
participate. Conservation Commission 
meetings open at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
January 10, 2025

Eric Couture, owner of a 2005, Harley 
Davison, 883 Custom Plate# XH9195 
Vin# 1HD4CJM105K407084, has 
abandoned vehicle on 09/10/24 at Deer 
Pond Auto/ JR’S Towing LLC. Deer 
pond will seek ownership of vehicle 
after 21 days of first ad placement if 
vehicle is not reclaimed and all charges 
fully paid for. 
Rebecca Ortiz, owner of a 2016, 
Honda, HRV Plate# 4DNY86 Vin# 
3CZRU6H3XGM747815, has 
abandoned vehicle on 10/26/24 at Deer 
Pond Auto/ JR’S Towing LLC. Deer 
pond will seek ownership of vehicle 
after 21 days of first ad placement if 
vehicle is not reclaimed and all charges 
fully paid for. 
 January 3, 2025
January 10, 2025
January 17, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P4384EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Karen Coakley
Date of Death: 10/260/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Brian T Coakley  of Spencer MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:  
Brian T Coakley  of Spencer MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
01/28/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 27, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 10, 2025

LEGALS

After their 
stunning victo-
ry on Christmas 
morning, 1776, 
Washington and 
his army held 
Trenton, aware 
that the British 
would not let the 
humiliation go unan-
swered. Just days earli-
er, they had achieved the 
impossible. After a dar-
ing midnight crossing of  
the icy Delaware River, 
Washington’s army 
launched a surprise 
attack on the Hessians, 
overwhelming the enemy 
in a fierce battle. The vic-
tory saw over 900 enemy 
soldiers captured and 
reignited hope for the 
revolutionary cause.

But Washington knew 
the war wasn’t over. 
The British, eager for 
revenge, sent reinforce-
ments to crush the rebel-
lion. Washington, out-
numbered, outgunned, 
and with no easy escape, 
prepared his men for the 
inevitable showdown. 
Suspense hung in the 
frigid air as the sound 

of  marching British 
troops grew closer 
each day, setting the 
stage for a desperate 
fight to survive.

On Jan. 2, the 
British arrived in 
Trenton with 8,000 

men under General 
Cornwallis. “We’ve 
got the old fox now!” 
Cornwallis reportedly 
exclaimed, convinced 
there was no escape for 
the Continental Army. 
Throughout the day, 
Washington’s men bat-
tled fiercely, holding the 
British at bay in skir-
mishes that pushed them 
to the brink. As night 
fell, the British, certain 
of  their impending victo-
ry, settled in to rest, con-
fident they would crush 
the rebels at dawn.

But Washington wasn’t 
about to wait for defeat. 
Knowing that holding 
Trenton was impossible, 
he devised a bold plan. On 
New Year’s night, under 
the cover of  darkness, he 
ordered his men to quiet-
ly abandon their camp-

fires, leaving them burn-
ing brightly to deceive 
the British into thinking 
the army was still there. 
Then, in a daring maneu-
ver, Washington led his 
troops on a silent march 
toward Princeton.

Princeton, about 12 
miles away, was strate-
gically vital. It housed a 
smaller British force and 
was a key supply and com-
munication hub. Striking 
Princeton would weak-
en the British and allow 
Washington to escape the 
trap at Trenton and keep 
the momentum of  his 
campaign alive.

In the early hours of  
Jan. 3, Washington’s 
army arrived at Princeton 
under the cover of  
darkness. The Redcoats 
caught off  guard, scram-
bled to defend themselves 
as the Continental troops 
launched a swift and fero-
cious attack.

Initially, the element 
of  surprise worked in 
Washington’s favor, 
but the British quickly 

regrouped. Their dis-
ciplined volleys tore 
through the smoke-filled 
air, threatening to break 
the Continental line. 

Amid the chaos, 
General Hugh Mercer, 
one of  Washington’s most 
trusted officers and a key 
leader, was surround-
ed by British soldiers 
and mortally wounded 
while leading a daring 
charge. His fall sent a 
ripple of  panic through 
the American ranks, and 
the line began to falter. 
Soldiers hesitated, their 
resolve wavering as con-
fusion spread across the 
battlefield.

At that critical 
moment, Washington 
rode to the front, a com-
manding figure on horse-
back. With bullets whiz-
zing past him, he placed 
himself  squarely in the 
line of  fire, rallying his 
men with an unshak-
able display of  courage. 
“Stand firm, men!” he 
shouted, his voice steady 
and resolute, cutting 
through the din of  battle. 

Inspired by their com-
mander’s fearless leader-
ship, the troops surged 
forward with renewed 
determination.

The tide of  the battle 
turned. The Continental 
soldiers pressed their 
advantage, outflank-
ing and overwhelm-
ing the British forces. 
By mid-morning on 
Jan. 3, 1777, the town 
of  Princeton was firm-
ly in American hands. 
The victory was hard-
fought and costly, but it 
proved once again that 
Washington’s leadership 
and the army’s tenacity 
could triumph against all 
odds.

The back-to-back 
wins at Trenton and 
Princeton reinvigorat-
ed the revolutionary 
cause at its darkest hour. 
Washington’s daring 
maneuvers and ability to 
outthink and outfight the 
British proved that the 
Continental Army was a 
force to be reckoned with.

Cornwallis, upon dis-
covering Washington’s 
brilliant escape, was 
stunned. Across the col-
onies, news of  the vic-
tory spread like wild-
fire across the colonies, 
inspiring hope and a new 
wave of  recruits joining 
the fight for indepen-
dence.

General Washington 
and his band of  under-
dogs had prevailed. His 
New Year’s resolutions 
were clear: defy the odds, 
outwit his enemies, and 
keep the dream of  inde-
pendence alive, no matter 
the cost.

Let this be the year 
you face your battles, big 
or small, with the same 
fearless resolve—prov-
ing that, like Washington 
and his army, you, too, 
can achieve greatness 
against the odds. What 
will your resolutions be 
this year?

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

New Year’s victory

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 01/06/25 was $3.16 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

JANUARY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Hamburger
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Chicken Parmesan 
or Chicken Cutlet  

Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Candlelight vigil 
planned in honor 
of Brittany Tee

BROOKFIELD — There will be a Candlelight Vigil for Brittany Tee on Friday, 
Jan. 10 at 6 p.m. at the Brookfield Common. 

Please join Brittany’s family as they work to keep the search for Brittany alive 
and to support them as they grieve the passage of  a second year without her. 

Brittany Tee went missing on Jan. 10, 2023 from the town of  Brookfield. Despite 
extensive investigation and searching (and exhaustive efforts on the part of  
Brittany’s family and friends), Brittany’s whereabouts remain unknown. 

Brittany has brown hair, blue eyes and a distinctive voice and laugh. If  you have 
any information regarding her disappearance, please call the tip lines at (508) 453-
7589 (MA State Police) or (866)331-6660 (Private Investigator).

Leicester Senior 
Center offers cribbage
LEICESTER — If  you’re looking for a new favorite activity, check out cribbage at 

the Senior Center.
Sessions are held on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon. The group welcomes expe-

rienced players, as well as those who have never played before. Members are happy 
to teach those new to the game.

The Senior Center is located at 40 Winslow Ave.
To learn more about the program, or to sign up for other activities, please call the 

Senior Center.

Leicester Senior 
Citizens Club announces 

Foxwoods trip
LEICESTER — Guests are invited to take part in a bus trip organized by the 

Leicester Senior Citizens Club.
A Foxwoods Bingo and casino trip will take place on Feb. 13.
The bus will depart the Senior Center at 7:45 a.m. Passengers will arrive at the 

casino in time for Bingo; guests can also opt to enjoy the rest of  the casino on their 
own. 

The bus will depart the casino for home at 4:15 p.m., with an expected 5:30 p.m. 
arrival at the Senior Center (40 Winslow Ave.).

The cost of  the trip is $40. 
Departure times are strictly enforced, so please arrive early.  
Payment must be in the form of  a check, made payable to:  Leicester Senior 

Citizens Club.  
For more information about the trip, or to make a reservation, please call trip 

coordinator David Wood at 508-330-1118.

Police seek information in 
vehicular property damage 

incident
SPENCER — The Spencer Police Department is seeking public assistance in 

identifying a vehicle involved in a property damage incident last month.
The incident occurred on Dec. 20 around 6:30 p.m. on Bacon Hill Road.
If  you have information regarding the incident, please contact SPD Officer 

Brandon Fullam at 508-885-6333. You may also send an email to: BFullam@spencer-
police.org.

“Your help is greatly appreciated in resolving this matter. Thank you for your 
cooperation,” read a statement released by the department. 

Sponsor an author at 
East Brookfield Library

EAST BROOKFIELD — Do you have a favorite author? Hate being on the waitlist 
to check out their newest book? The East Brookfield Public Library’s “Sponsor an 
Author” program is for you! 

Sponsoring the newest book guarantees that you will receive the book first as 
soon as we get it in. Your price is what the library pays. See Carolann for details!

Interested in joining our teen volunteer program? We’d love to have you! Let us 
know when you are available. Assist us in cutting out art projects, straightening 
shelves and assisting with programs. For ages 12 and up.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Now that the calendar has flipped, it’s 
time for some New Year’s resolutions. 
You could decide you’re going to exer-
cise more, lose weight, learn a new skill, 
reconnect with old friends — the possi-
bilities are almost limitless. This year, 
why not add a few financial resolutions 
to your list?

Here are a few to consider:
Reduce your debts.  It may be easier 

said than done, but if  you can cut down 
on your debt load, you’ll increase your 
cash flow and have more money avail-
able to invest for your future. So, look 
for ways to lower your expenses and 
spending. You might find it helpful to 
use one of  the budgeting apps available 
online.

Boost your retirement savings. Try to 
put in as much as you can afford to your 
IRA and your 401(k) or other employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan. If  your 
salary goes up this year, you’ve got a 
good opportunity to increase your con-
tributions to these retirement accounts. 
And once you turn 50, you can make 
pre-tax catch-up contributions for your 
401(k) and traditional IRA. You might 
also want to review the investment mix 
within your 401(k) or similar plan to 
determine whether it’s still providing 
the growth potential you need, given 
your risk tolerance and time horizon.

Build an emergency fund. It’s general-
ly a good idea to maintain an emergency 
fund containing up to six months’ worth 
of  living expenses, with the money kept 
in a liquid, low-risk account. Without 
such a fund, you might be forced to dip 
into your long-term investments to pay 
for short-term needs, such as an expen-
sive auto or home repair.

Keep funding your non-retirement 
goals.  Your traditional IRA and 401(k) 
are good ways to save for retirement 
— but you likely have other goals, too, 
and you’ll need to save and invest for 
them. So, for example, if  you want your 
children to go to college or receive some 
other type of  post-secondary training, 
you might want to invest in a tax-advan-
taged 529 education savings plan. And if  
you have short-term goals, such as sav-
ing for a wedding or taking an overseas 
vacation, you might want to put some 
money    away in a liquid account. For 
a short-term goal, you don’t necessarily 
need to invest aggressively for growth 
— you just want the money to be there 
for you when you need it.

Review your estate plans. If  you hav-
en’t already created your estate plans, 
you may want to do so in 2025. Of  
course, if  you’re relatively young, you 
might not think you need to have estate 
plans in place just yet, but life is unpre-
dictable, and the future is not ours to 
see. If  you have already drawn up estate 
plans, you may want to review them, 
especially if  you’ve recently experi-
enced changes in your life and family 
situation, such as marriage, remarriage 
or the addition of  a new child. Because 
estate planning can be complex, you’ll 
want to work with a qualified legal pro-
fessional.

You may not be able to tackle all these 
resolutions in 2025. But by addressing 
as many of  them as you can, you may 
find that, by the end of  the year, you 
have made progress toward your goals 
and set yourself  on a positive course for 
all the years to come.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Time for 
New Year’s 

financial 
resolutions

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
To say what you mean and mean 

what you say, always being direct and 
clear with remarks.

To stop ruminating about past neg-
ative events they are over, serve no 
purpose, waste time.

To read a literary classic, which 
improves thinking skills, offers a life-
time of  positive memories.

To make a plan of  realistic goals 
for the purpose of  attaining a better 
quality of  life.

To appreciate and embrace all that 
is good in life, enjoy the journey and 
results achieved.

To reflect on positive ideas and 
actions. They build confidence and 
improve your well being.

To select friends you can trust. 
People who are loyal, honest and sup-

portive.
To write to a friend from the past 

and reconnect the lines of  communi-
cation.

To give moral and financial support 
to those in need, performing acts of  
positive service.

To pray for good health and harmo-
ny in families, asking for a permanent 
world peace.

Developing your own 2025 resolu-
tions could be a challenge, but also a 
rewarding experience. The name of  
the game is to stay healthy, serve oth-
ers, laugh a lot and have fun. Meet the 
new year with passion and gusto.

Donald L. Gaudette, Sr.
South Hadley (formerly of 

Brookfield)

Possible resolutions for 2025

To the Editor:
The church is made up of  people 

who want to know God and inherit 
Heaven. God’s Word, the Bible, teach-
es us the way to God’s heart is through 
His Son Jesus. We must welcome, 
receive Jesus Christ into our hearts 
as the Savior, anointed one, the Lord 
of  our life, lives. It is through Jesus 
we are reborn spiritually and through 
Jesus, God gives the right, privilege, 
to become children of  God (John 1:12).

The church mission is to stay, 
remain faithful to Jesus, searching 
the truth from the Gospel of  Jesus and 
remaining focused on our Triune God 
to help us share with the many who 
are in need of  spiritual help and to 
help inspire, to serve the one true God 
through Jesus the second person of  
the Trinity, Triune God, the only true 
God, self  existent.

The Bible is the inspiring Word, 
divinely delivered to us by the Holy 
Spirit through Jesus to confirm we 
need to conform to the rule of  faith 
and conduct.

There is only one true God; God 
is self-existent, revealing Himself  
through His Son Jesus Christ by the 
Holy Spirit.

The deity of  the Lord Jesus Christ 
the scriptures (Bible) declares the 
eternal Son of  God, Jesus.

Come on, church, let us be realistic; 
we have all sinned, and we all need a 
savior and he is Jesus, who is our only 
hope.

I welcome you, I invite you; our con-
gregation welcomes you if  you do not 
attend a church. You are committed to 
come and share with us and meet our 
Pastor, Jack Moore. We are a small 
church family and inviting you, if  you 
are not committed to another family, 
to come and grow with us. We are 
worshipping at the American Legion 
#138, 175 Main St., corner of  Grove 
Street, Spencer, at 9 a.m. God bless 
your endeavor.

Dwell in pace!
Roland Blais

Brookfield

The word of  life church

Editorial

To the Editor:
The following is a summary of  

the donations to date for the East 
Brookfield/Brookfield Toys for Joy 
program.  

The committee wishes to thank all 
of  the businesses and citizens for their 
continued commitment to this pro-
gram.  Without you, we would not be 
able to make this happen.

Jean Ledoux 	 $  25
Judith/Ronald Gagnon	 $  25
Cecil/Elizabeth Flory	 $  25
Donna Neylon	 $  50
Laurel Chesson	 $  50
Lex T. Varney	 $  50
Ann Auger	 $  75
Spencer Garden Club	 $100
Lisa/Herbert Chaffee	 $100
The Morin Family	 $100
Maryellen/Stephen Brunelle	 $100
Robert/Jean Bain	 $100
Thomas Cooper	 $100
Lee Ann Hamm	 $100
Montessori Academies of  
New England 	 $100
North Brookfield Savings Bank	  	

	 $100
East Brookfield/Spencer Railroad
	 $250
Brookfield’s Lions Club (For 

Brookfield Children)	 $250

Brookfield’s Lions Club (For East 
Brookfield Children)	 $250

Anonymous		
$250

North Brookfield Savings Bank – 
Toy Drive	 $686.31

Lamoureux Ford	 $750

Donations
Oakholm Brewing, North Brookfield 

Savings and the Snowmobile 
Association of  Massachusetts for their 
successful toy drives

To all those who so kindly dropped 
off  toys at one of  our locations.

 
For those who adopted families (who 

wish to remain Anonymous) and:
Jill Pietro, Deidre Cadieux, Martha 

Carroll

To our shopping superheroes and 
Toy Room Organizers:

Peter & Patti O’Neil

To our distribution day helpers:
Tammy & Tim Josti/ Peter & Patti 

O’Neil

Donna & Roger Lafleur
Debbie Morgan

Toys for Joy Committee of East 
Brookfield/Brookfield

To the Editor:
Thanks to all of  you, this is going to 

be the year to beat. 
Thanks to you and some help from 

the Exchange club, this was a record 
breaking year. The car was very full. 

Special thanks to Marcus Torti and 
his brother for delivering the 12 plus 
bags of  underwear. I would also  like 
to thank the New Leader and Spencer 
Cable Access for the articles and post-

ings Laura Torti and I would not get as 
far without them. I am already looking 
forward to next year. 

Thank you so much. Happy New 
Year, and God Bless.

Laura Torti and Beth 
McPherson

Spencer

To the Editor:

Thanks to the generous residents of  
Spencer, this year’s mitten trees were 
able to provide nearly 50 hats, mittens 
and scarves to the children of  Wire 
Village and Knox Trail schools.

Each year, a mitten tree is placed 
in the rotunda of  the Town Hall, and 
beginning in 2024-- in the Richard 
Sugden Library as well, for residents 
to “decorate” with hats, gloves, mit-

tens and scarves for the children of  
the Spencer East Brookfield Regional 
School District.  After the school 
holiday in December, the items are 
brought to Wire Village School and 
Knox Trail Middle School for distri-
bution.

Thank you to all who supported the 
mitten tree this year!

Laura Torti
Spencer

Your support of  Toys for Joy is appreciated

A big thank you from Operation 
Undercover

Thanks to all who decorated  
the Mitten Trees

Leave the 
phone ‘til last  

in the morning 
Most weeks, our Editorial space is 

typically some- thing our staff  is curi-
ous about. While the subject of  cell 
phone and screen addiction comes up 
often, this week, there was a noticeable 
shift in our view on the topic after 
receiving a wise tip. 

That tip was to ignore your phone, 
don’t even look at it, until 30 minutes 
after you wake up. In that time, sit 
down, have your morning coffee and 
read a book. When you start to scroll 
on your phone just after waking up, you 
put yourself  into what’s called a passive 
scrolling phase, which can derail your 
entire day and ward off  productivity. 

A few days into following this new 
advice, and there is a noticeable sense 
of  comfort and relaxation that can carry 
you throughout your day. It’s like taking 
30 minutes every morning to get back to 
the basics and recall simpler times. 

Most people feel like they are in con-
trol of  their phone use, but are you? 
How can you determine if  you have 
a phone addiction, or are just part of  
the modern era grind? We’ve said it 
before, and we’ll say it again, nothing 
beats the days of  watching Jeopar- dy 
uninterrupted, without the pressure of  
responding to a ding from your phone. 

In 2011, only 35 percent of  the popu-
lation owned smartphones, now 81 per-
cent do. It is our main form of  commu-
nication, so much so that now there is a 
term called nomophobia, or the fear of  
going with- out your phone. 

Excessive cell phone use is a huge 
problem for many. As far as addic-
tion goes, some experts say the dopa-
mine connection the phone offers can 
be linked to something akin to a drug 
addiction. The triggering of  that chemi-
cal in your brain, reinforces compulsive 
behavior. When we can’t predict when 
we will receive a text or a “like” on 
social media, we check our phones more 
often. 

Adolescents are more vulnerable to 
this problem than any other age group. 
Excessive use in that age group is such 
an issue that most teenagers never 
turn off  their phones. Experts say that 
the younger a child has access to a 
phone, the sooner the problems begin. 
Problematic cell phone use is linked to 
low self  esteem, low impulse control, 
depression and anxiety. 

Signs you may have a phone addiction 
could be that you reach for your phone 
if  you’re bored, you feel anxious or 
upset if  you can’t get to your phone, you 
wake throughout the night to check it, 
or your phone has caused you to get into 
an accident. Other signs could be that 
you spend most of  your waking hours 
on your phone, and that it interferes 
with per- sonal relationships or work. 

When trying to focus on work, or any 
task, you are significantly disrupted 
and your concentration is thrown off. 

Ways to break the addiction in order 
to fix your relationships, your health 
and other responsibilities include fig-
uring out if  there is a larger issue as to 
why you’re using your phone so much. 
Are you avoiding something else big-
ger? Resolving the larger issue at hand, 
could cause a decrease in phone use. 

Change your settings to remove notifi-
cations and other alerts, set your screen 
to dark mode at night, keep your phone 
out of  sight and never charge it in your 
bedroom. After a certain time, set your 
phone up so that only emergency con-
tacts can get through to you, everyone 
else can wait. Try replacing games on 
your phone with real in person games, 
or devel- op a hobby you’ve been want-
ing to try. Too much cell phone use can 
develop into a loss of  control. 

There have been some experiments 
where people have gone two days with-
out their phones. Some people choose 
to give up their phones all together, 
while others make significant changes 
to reduce use. 

The potential risk of  depression, 
insomnia and lack of  productivity just 
isn’t worth it. Think back to pre cell 
phone times. While there are safety 
bene- fits to having a phone, we don’t 
need to be connected 24/7, and we don’t 
need to respond or answer our phones 
just because they ding. 

Your responsibility is to yourself  and 
it’s wild how much you can get done if  
you just unplug. Take a breather, shut 
your phone completely off  for 15 min-
utes and see how you feel. If  you do try 
this trick, send us an email and let us 
know what you find. 

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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Happy New 
Year! Thank you 
to those of  you 
who reached out 
after my latest 
top 10 auction 
items column. 
As I mentioned 
in that column, 
there are many 
other categories 
of  antiques and 
collectibles that 
are selling well 
in addition to 
those I listed, but 
we’ve had good 
results recently 
for the 10 items I 
mentioned.

We’ll start in reverse 
order with number 10 
on my list: transporta-
tion memorabilia. Before 
European settlers arrived, 
Native Americans trav-
eled by foot, canoe, and 
some by horseback. 

The colonists used 
many of  those same meth-
ods to travel. Many of  
the trails used by Native 
Americans were widened 
to accommodate wagons. 
By 1735, stagecoaches 
were running between 
Boston and New York. 
Sailing ships were used 
in Egypt prior to 3000 BC. 
Steamship development 
started in the 1700s and 
Robert Fulton made the 
first commercial steam-
boat trip from New York 
to Albany in 1807. In 
1830, the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad ran the 
first train service for pas-
sengers and freight. As 
for aviation, the Wright 
Brothers made the first 
heavier than air powered 
aircraft flight in 1903.

Whether by plane, 
train, automobile, or ship, 
many collectors have an 
attachment to some form 
of  transportation memo-
rabilia. I’ll start by dis-
cussing nautical mem-
orabilia and trains. I’ll 
cover additional methods 
of  transportation in my 
next column. 

Ship paintings by good 
artists are always popu-
lar. We sold a ship paint-
ing by Canadian artist 
John O’Brien for over 
$20,000 in 2016. Over a 

decade ago, we 
auctioned a book 
of  trade cards, 
many related to 
the 19th century 
shipping trade, 
which brought 
a figure in the 
mid-thousands. 
Some of  our 
more recent sales 
were for a brass 
ship’s telegraph 
for $1,250, a model 
of  the U.S.S. 
C o n s t i t u t i o n 
by Lannan 
Ship Galleries 
in Boston that 

brought $1,300, and a 
Chelsea Ship’s clock for 
$550. 

Some rarer pieces can 
bring even stronger auc-
tion results. A 1907 moon-
light image of  Cunard 
Lines Lusitania sold 
for over $15,000 in 2015. 
George Henry Hunt was 
planning his return to the 
United States on White 
Star Line’s “Oceanic” in 
1912. The Oceanic devel-
oped mechanical prob-
lems and he was trans-
ferred to the Titanic 
before its ill-fated journey. 
Hunt was lost at sea when 
the ship sank. The letter 
he wrote to 
his parents 
explaining 
the change 
in his travel 
plans sold 
for $275,000 
at auction 
in 2022.

Railroad 
memorabil-
ia collectors 
often like 
to collect 
items from 
their area. 
O t h e r s 
specialize 
in certain 
categories 
like rail-
road signs 
or lanterns. 
R a i l r o a d 
p o c k e t 
watches are 
also pop-
ular with 
collectors. 
In 1895, 
r a i l r o a d s 

required that pocket 
watches contain 17 or 
more jewels so that they 
would be precise enough 
for workers in the indus-
try. In 2020, we sold a 
Ball Official Railroad 
Standard 23 jewel gold 
filled pocket watch for 
$425. In 2023, an Elgin 
10-karat gold railroad 
pocket watch brought 
$600.  In 2011, we sold 
an Illinois Watch Co. 
“Railroader” 14-karat 
gold pocket watch for 
$1,300. Other collectible 
railroad memorabil-
ia we’ve sold includes a 
group of  brass and nick-
el cap badges that went 
for $190 in 2011. Signs and 
broadsides are also pop-
ular with collectors. An 
enamel Newmarket, New 
Hampshire, railroad sta-
tion sign fetched $400 last 
year. A sign with a map of  
stations along the Boston 
and Albany Railroad sold 
for even more. A Norwich 
and Worcester Railroad 
excursion broadside (siz-
able sheet of  paper print-
ed on one side) to see the 
Worcester professional 
baseball team play in 1881 
brought $1,300 in 2022. 

Railroad memorabilia 

has brought strong prices 
in other auction houses as 
well. A 1935 poster adver-
tising trips to Atlantic 
City sold for $7,500 in 2023. 
A rare Kansas Pacific 
railway lantern from 1869 
reached $41,900 in 2022. 
For those who like larger 
memorabilia, a New York 
Central System caboose 
that had been restored 
and described as a tiny 
house sold for $37,500 in 

2018. That’s some steep 
train fare.

We are still cataloging 
the Civil War memora-
bilia auction, an online 
auction of  antiques in a 
Beacon Hill estate, and a 
comic book, sports mem-
orabilia, and collectibles 
auction. We are also 
accepting consignments 
of  items in my top 10 
list for future auctions. 
Please visit our website 

https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to 
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 1/10 & SATURDAY 1/11

TUNA 
STEAK

AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 1/31/25

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

HEXMARK TAVERN
 SPECIALS  

Thursdays-  Open Faced 
Sirloin Steak Sandwich $20

Fridays-  Whale’s Tale 
Fish & Chips $20

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

From boosting your 
hearing to cutting clean-
ing tasks down to size, 
the following random 
tips and tricks are easy 
ways to make everyday 
life a little easier.

And remember read-
ers send in your best 
hints and you could win 
a three course Dinner for 
Two at the Publick House 
in Sturbridge.    Drawing 
will take place next week!

** 
Hydrogen Peroxide 

Hint: Hydrogen perox-
ide. It does much more 
than sooth a sore throat 
or clean a cut. Did you 
know one cup of  H2O2 to 
one quart water creates a 
safe bleach substitute for 
fine washables? Pouring 
a couple of  ounces of  
hydrogen peroxide in a 
full dishpan can prevent 
the spread of  germs when 
had washing.  Even your 
plants can benefit from 
H2O2. Just water or mist 
plants with an ounce of  
hydrogen peroxide in one 
quart water. 

**
Boost your fitness 

training with these tips!: 

Experts advise doing car-
dio and weights in the 
same workout, rather 
than switching off  days 
to boost your fat burn-
ing.    They claim you 
can get most out of  your 
weight lifting workout 
if  you do just five min-
utes of  cardio warmup 
followed by your weight 
training sets, rather than 
doing your entire cardio 
session first. 

* * 
Want to make a fabulous 
first impression? Try 
these tips: Be positive and 
make others feel comfort-
able. Lean into a greeting 
with a firm handshake 
and a smile. Avoid these 
red flags of  anxiety: 
Frequently touching 
your mouth, a tight or 
forced smile, swinging 

your foot or leg, folding 
or crossing your arms, 
slouching and avoiding 
eye contact. 

**
The virtues of  a cup 

of  tea go way beyond 
taste! A study conducted 
by Harvard University 
found that those who 
drank one or more cups 
of  black tea per day had 
more than a 40 percent 
lower risk of  having a 
heart attack compared to 
non-tea drinkers. Need 
another reason to take 
a tea time break? Tea 
contains 1/3 less caf-
feine than coffee or cola!. 
**

Resolving to walk 
more? These tips are for 
you! Walking to “digest 
your meal” is more than 
an after dinner pastime. 
Studies show when you 
walk within 30 minutes 
after eating you can 
increase the amount of  
calories you burn by as 
much as 30 per cent! But 
be sure to avoid caffeinat-
ed beverages before you 
walk. They cause thirst 
and a loss of  bodily flu-
ids. 

**
Cut cleaning time in 

half  with these tips!: 
After cleaning grout and 
tile, rub liquid turtle wax 
car wax on, and polish 
when dry. It makes the 
tiles twice as easy to 
clean next time. When 
you clean your refriger-
ator or freezer, wipe the 
inside down with straight 
white vinegar and allow 
it to air dry. It will dis-
courage future growth 
of  mold and mildew and 
instantly deodorize your 
refrigerator. 

**
Attention Baby 

Boomers, if  your night 
sight isn’t what it used 
to be - improving night 
vision can be as close as 
your refrigerator! Did 
you know foods contain-
ing beta-carotene help 
you to see better in dim 
light? Cantaloupe, car-
rots, collard greens, kale 
and chicken all help 
deliver vision boosting 
Vitamin A! 

* * 
Do you suffer from fre-
quent backaches? Try 
drinking lots of  water! 

It helps prevent dehy-
dration that can contrib-
ute to muscle aches. By 
drinking eight 8-ounces 
of  water daily, yoú ll also 
flush out acidic wastes 
that can build up in the 
tissues & muscles - anoth-
er contributor to back 
pain. 

* * 
Have a headache? Try 
these unconventional 
remedies: Mix two table-
spoons of  apple cider vin-
egar with two teaspoons 
of  honey in a glass of  
water, drink it slowly, and 
get results within a half-
hour! Or eat ten to twelve 
almonds. Experts say 
the almonds are equal to 
taking two aspirins but 
won’t irritate your stom-
ach.

** 
Win a Three Course 

Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 

(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
  Do you have a help-

ful hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Random Tips and Tricks

Transportation memorabilia

Turn To POSITIVELY page  A7
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
WEST BROOKFIELD — Community 

members came together last month to 
honor those who served by supporting 
the Wreaths Across America program.

On Dec. 14, West Brookfield saw its 
first ever full wreath-laying initiative, 
a community mission that falls under 
the national Wreaths Across America 
organization.

Prior to the event, wreaths were 
delivered to town by Foster Hill 
Transport.  The truck was driven by 
Roger Gagnon, an Army veteran, and 
his father, a Marine veteran. 

“They were beyond proud of  being 
able to haul for Wreaths Across 
America deliveries. Next year, they are 
hoping they will be able to haul wreaths 
to Arlington National Cemetery,” said 
event coordinator Nadine Morin.

The Dec. 14 proceedings began with a 
ceremony at the Veterans Monuments 
on the Town Common. Several active 
duty servicemembers, veterans, orga-
nizations, and groups took part in the 
event, including the Quabbin NJROTC 
Color Guard led by Joshua Bibek; the 
Westover Civil Air Patrol Honor Guard 
under the leadership of  Major Stephen 
Edelman; Civil Air Patrol Commander 
and Captain Karen Chevalier; the 
Color Guard from Adams-Coney-Frew 
American Legion Post 244; and local 
eighth-grader Jillian Rigney, who 
played “Taps” during the ceremony.

James Waz, an Army Vietnam 
Veteran who received several Medals 
of  Honor, placed a veterans’ wreath in 
memory of  those who served. The event 
also included several other decorated 
local veterans, Gold Star Families, and 
area officials and volunteers eager to 
offer their thanks.

“The mission of  Wreaths Across 
America is to remember the fallen, 
honor those who serve, and teach the 
next generation the value of  freedom,” 
Morin said.

Guests were honored to learn about 
the lives of  several veterans, some who 
were lost during conflict and made the 
ultimate sacrifice defending freedom.

Following the initial program, volun-
teers representing several local orga-
nizations took part in wreath-laying 
exercises at Pine Grove Cemetery and 
Old Indian Cemetery in town.

The services honored more than 400 
of  West Brookfield’s veterans.

At Pine Grove Cemetery, wreaths 
were placed on every veteran’s 
grave.  Approximately 50 volunteers 
honored each veteran by saying the vet-
eran’s name aloud and taking a moment 
to thank them for their service to our 
country. 

“It’s a small act that goes a long way 
toward keeping the memory of  our 
veterans alive.  Volunteers could take 
the tag on the back of  each wreath to 
remember the veteran they honored,” 
Morin said.

Once the wreaths were placed at Pine 
Grove Cemetery, a smaller group of  vol-
unteers headed to Indian Cemetery on 
Cottage Street, where 14 Revolutionary 
War veterans are laid to rest.  

“Although we couldn’t identify each 
veteran’s grave due to stone deteriora-
tion, we left wreaths at the gravestones 

we could identify.  The 
remaining wreaths were 
left at the Indian Cemetery 

entrance to honor those stones we could 
not find,” Morin said.

In total, 434 wreaths were placed 
across town, all of  which were donated 
by local businesses, residents, and orga-
nizations. A grand total of  538 wreaths 
were sponsored; the excess wreaths will 
be used in West Brookfield’s Wreaths 
Across America event on Dec. 13. 

Organizers thank all area residents, 
volunteers, business owners, and con-
tributors for supporting the program. 

Special thanks goes to West Brookfield 
Police Chief  Nathan Hagglund and State 
Trooper Scott Shea, who coordinated an 
escort for the wreath delivery truck 
through Spencer and the Brookfields.  
The escort team included officers from 
the State Police, West Brookfield Police 
Department, West Brookfield Fire 
Department, West Brookfield Rescue 
Squad, Brookfield Police Department, 
and several other departments. 

West Brookfield began its partner-
ship with Wreaths Across America in 
2023.

Nationally, more than two million 
volunteers and supporters gathered at 
participating Wreaths Across America 
locations in all 50 states.

“We are forever grateful for the sup-
porters who dedicate their time, energy, 
and resources to fulfilling our mission 
all year long,” said Karen Worcester, the 
Executive Director of  Wreaths Across 
America.

Looking ahead, West Brookfield res-
idents are excited to once again honor 
those who served at next year’s pro-
gram.

“Because of  this year’s success, my 
goal is to have additional co-coordina-
tors who can help with this endeavor so 
that we can also include the veterans in 

Sacred Heart Cemetery as well,” Morin 
said.

To make an online donation 
supporting the cause, visit www.
WreathsAcrossAmerica.org.

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

WINTER IS COMING!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
1/10  Joe Macey

1/17  BeSS
1/18 coMedy Show (Sold out)

1/24  Seth loconto

1/31 Ryan hood

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

AS

 $79.99

FRIGIDAIRE

epth

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

QUEEN: $299
          (REGULARLY $599) 

$69999

GIANT TOY DEPT. CLEARANCE!

BIKUGE

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

WHITCO 508.885.9343

             

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP

STOVE
Reg. $599.99

$499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1299.99
$1499.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$1299.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

32” Smart..................$129.99
Regularly $139.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung 4k TV..$599.99
Regularly $799.99

85” Samsung 4k TV..$999.99
Regularly $1799.99

SAVE
UP TO

70% Off
TOYS!

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

$1499.99
$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$59999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

50” Vizio ............. $289.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $1199.99
(Regularly $1499.99)

$54999

AMANA
WASHER OR 

DRYER

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

thousands of
air conditioners
& dehumidifiers

in stock!
ALL SIZES - BEST PRICES!

E-BIKES
IN STOCK!

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

$99999
WAS $1,599.99

MATTRESS SALE!

7 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$19999

WAS $299.99
ALL TV’S
ON SALE!

STOREWIDE DEALS!

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

$79999
WAS $999.95

Huge Tv Clearance

SALE

Wreaths Across America program honors 
those who served

Courtesy

Local veterans, residents, officials, and volunteers came 
together in West Brookfield to honor those who served.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

StonebridgePress.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Kick-off  2025 with 
the addition of  a mon-
stera plant to your 
indoor garden. You’ll 
join other gardeners 
observing 2025 as the 
Year of  the Monstera.  
Each year, the National 
Garden Bureau (NGB) 
selects and celebrates 
one plant in each of  
the following categories: 
annual, perennial, bulb, 
edible, and shrub. The 
plants are chosen for 
their popularity, easy-
care nature, adaptability, 
diversity, and versatility.

Monstera certainly 
meets the criteria and 
as NGB declared it is 
“the world’s most iconic 
indoor plant.” The large, 
glossy heart-shaped 
leaves have distinct per-
forations called fenes-
trations. Scientists spec-
ulate these holes allow 
tropical downpours to 
pass through, minimiz-
ing plant damage.

There are several dif-
ferent  monsteras, rang-
ing in size and leaf  shape 
including some with var-
iegated leaves. Some are 
easy to grow while others 
are a bit fussier. Always 
check the plant label for 
specifics on caring for the 

monstera you select. 
One of  the most popu-

lar and readily available 
is the Monstera deliciosa, 
commonly called split-
leaf  philodendron, even 
though it is not a philo-
dendron. It’s known for 
its large heart-shaped 
perforated leaves on thick 
stems. In its native hab-
itat, it can grow 66 feet 
tall but typically grows 
up to 7 or 8 feet indoors. 
The flowers that seldom 
appear indoors are like 
a peace lily with a cone-
shaped structure (spadix) 
surrounded by a cupped 
white sheath (spathe). 
The flowers may be fol-
lowed by an edible fruit 
that tastes like a com-
bination of  pineapple, 
banana, and mango. This 
flavorful combination 
inspired its nickname, 
fruit salad plant, and 
the botanical name that 

translates to delicious 
monstrosity. 

In general, these 
tropical beauties prefer 
growing conditions like 
that of  their native hab-
itat. They prefer bright, 
filtered indirect sun-
light. Avoid direct sun-
light that can scorch 
or cause leaves to turn 

yellow.   Grow monsteras 
in a quality well-drained 
potting mix in a contain-
er with drainage holes. 
Water them thoroughly 
when the top two inches 
of  soil are dry.   Pour off  
excess water or place the 
pot on pebbles in a sau-
cer. The pebbles elevate 
the pot above any water 
that collects in the saucer 
to avoid root rot. As this 
water evaporates, humid-
ity increases around the 
plant.

Further boost the 
humidity by placing your 
monstera with other 
plants.  As one plant loses 
moisture or transpires, 
the neighboring plants 
will benefit.  

Only apply houseplant 
fertilizer when the plants 
are actively growing, 
usually March through 
October.   Let the plant 
and your garden goals be 

your fertilization guide. 
Fertilizers provide need-
ed nutrients to plants in 
need of  a nutrient boost 
or when you want to 
stimulate more growth.

Support the plant with 
a moss pole or trellis as 
it starts to climb.   The 
large aerial roots attach 
to nearby surfaces to help 
them climb. In nature, 
these roots help mon-
steras to climb trees and 
have been used to make 
rope in Peru and baskets 
in Mexico.

Use these beauties to 
create an indoor tropical 
paradise or to provide 
some green relief. No 
matter your indoor décor, 
this unique plant will 
make a welcome addi-
tion.

Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, Revised 
Edition, and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 

and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 

is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

2025 is the year of the Monstera

Melinda Myers

The National Garden Bureau has declared 2025 as the Year of 
the Monstera, calling it “the world’s most iconic indoor plant.” 

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments
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Leicester 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
1:46 a.m.: ambulance (Watch Street), 

transported; 2:21 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 3:16 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
4:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 6:57 a.m.: arrest war-
rant service (Town Beach Road), Fred 
Giovaninni, 40, 5 Town Beach Road, 
Leicester, home invasion, arrest; 
7:15 a.m.: accident (Rawson Street), 
mv towed; 8:54 a.m.: accident (Paxton 
Street), report taken; 9:48 a.m.: debris 
in road (Pleasant Street), removed; 
9:48 a.m.: debris in road (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), removed; 10:26 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 10:33 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), services 
rendered; 12:38 p.m.: illegal dumping 
(Second Street), report taken; 1:52 
p.m.: arrest warrant service (South 
Main Street), Fredlief  Eustac Rasch, 
36, 3 Harvard Street, Natick, straight 
warrant, arrest; 2:26 p.m.: summons 
service (South Main Street), served; 
2:30 p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant 
Street), assisted; 2:54 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Second Street), report taken; 3:21 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), written 
warning; 3:28 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 3:41 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
4:00 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 4:09 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 4:18 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
4:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 4:41 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 4:47 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Stafford Street), 
false alarm; 4:48 p.m.: mv stop (Soojians 
Drive), spoken to; 4:54 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 5:03 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 5:11 p.m.: threats (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), report taken; 
5:46 p.m.: lobby service (South Main 
Street), report taken; 6:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, lights violation, crim-
inal application issued; 8:26 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Main Street), resolved; 

10:55 p.m.: assist citizen (South Main 
Street), spoken to.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
1:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 1:16 a.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ver-
bal warning; 2:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 2:07 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 2:24 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 6:16 a.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 7:25 a.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), verbal warning; 7:51 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, speeding, cita-
tion issued; 8:31 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 8:45 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warn-
ing; 8:58 a.m.: ambulance (Baldwin 
Street), transported; 10:03 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warning; 
10:04 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 10:11 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:23 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford street), written 
warning; 10:31 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 10:41 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Stafford Street), gone 
on arrival; 10:45 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:45 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 1:13 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:16 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:20 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
1:26 p.m.: assist other PD (Hastings 
Road, Spencer), unfounded; 1:41 p.m.: 
mv stop (Marshall Street), citation 
issued; 1:45 p.m.: slippery roadways 
(Main Street), services rendered; 2:40 
p.m.: disabled mv (Mille Street), ser-
vices rendered; 2:47 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transported; 
4:04 p.m.: gunshots heard (Cricklewood 
Drive), unfounded; 5:37 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Colonial Drive), transported; 
7:16 p.m.: plowing/sanding requested 
(South Main Street), referred; 7:27 p.m.: 
assist other PD (Marshall Street), ser-
vices rendered; 8:27 p.m.: ambulance 
(Marshall Street), transported; 9:28 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
1:09 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 2:00 a.m.: ambulance 
(Stafford Street), transported; 6:34 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Watson Street), 
spoken to; 7:27 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Marshall Street), referred; 11:13 a.m.: 
accident (Main Street), report taken; 
12:38 p.m.: keep the peace (Craig Street), 
peace restored; 3:39 p.m.: family prob-
lem (Charlton Street), resolved; 3:42 
p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street), 
report taken; 7:59 p.m.: ambulance 
(Hemlock Street), transported.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
12:11 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), verbal warning; 1:18 a.m.: 
mv stop (Mannville Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:57 a.m.: ambulance 
(Sherri Lane), transported; 12:07 p.m.: 
ambulance (Auburn Street), transport-
ed; 2:24 p.m.: welfare check (Parker 
Street), assisted; 5:44 p.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street, Paxton), services ren-

dered; 6:07 p.m.: debris in road (Chaple 
Street), resolved; 6:20 p.m.: erratic 
operator (Stafford Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unli-
censed operation, child 8-12 or over 
57 inches w/o seat belt, marked lanes 
violation, citation issued; 7:41 p.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 7:44 
p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
resolved; 7:54 p.m.: ambulance (Clark 
Street), transported; 9:38 p.m.: welfare 
check (Mannville Street), assisted.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
12:54 a.m.: disturbance (Moose Hill 

Road), spoken to; 8:18 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Laurelwood Avenue), referred; 
8:49 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:55 a.m.: investigation 
(Laurelwood Avenue), report taken; 
9:03 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:06 a.m.: summons service 
(South Main Street), served; 9:58 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:17 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 10:42 a.m.: summons 
service (Craig Street), served; 10:50 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 11:11 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 11:28 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 12:10 p.m.: ambulance (Esther 
Street, Worcester), transported; 12:46 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 2:41 p.m.: fraud 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), report 
taken; 4:12 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Willow Hill Road), unable to serve; 
6:25 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, larceny under $1200, criminal 
application issued; 6:31 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Stafford Street), transported; 
7:08 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:53 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Stafford Street), gone on arrival; 9:32 
p.m.: ambulance (South Main Street), 
transported; 10:29 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
8:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 8:59 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 9:27 
a.m.: mv off  road (Whittemore Street), 
services rendered; 10:27 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 11:01 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 11:14 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 12:28 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 12:40 p.m.: ambulance 
(Virginia Drive), services rendered; 
1:07 p.m.: welfare check (Cemetery 
Road), services rendered; 1:24 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), no action 
required; 1:33 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 1:51 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 4:42 p.m.: ambulance 
(Baldwin Street), transported; 7:31 
p.m.: residential alarm (Stafford 
street), false alarm; 7:49 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Hemlock Street), spoken to; 
8:01 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
transported; 11:04 p.m.: disturbance 
(Pleasant Street), resolved; 11:45 p.m.: 
residential alarm (Leela Lane), call 
canceled; 11:48 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
12:45 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 

Street), false alarm; 1:28 a.m.: hit/
run accident (Warren Street), report 
taken; 4:52 a.m.: suspicious activity 
(Pine Street), spoken to; 9:34 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Main Street), report taken; 
10:57 a.m.: welfare check (Auburn 
Street), assisted; 11:01 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
11:19 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, uninsured mv, 
citation issued; 12:05 p.m.: ambulance 
(Prouty Street, Spencer), transported; 
12:17 p.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), false alarm; 12:19 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 12:29 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 12:47 p.m.: mv 
stop (Chaple Street), verbal warning; 
1:21 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 1:28 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Stafford Street), gone on arrival; 1:55 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spo-
ken to; 5:44 p.m.: assist other agency 
(Main Street), resolved; 9:31 p.m.: errat-
ic operator (Stafford Street), resolved.

# # #

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26
1:42 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 

Street), transported; 4:31 a.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), spoken to; 8:29 
a.m.: ambulance (Tanglewood Road), 
transported; 9:12 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:42 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op 
w/suspended license, no inspection 
sticker; 10:43 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 11:51 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
11:57 a.m.: fraud (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), report taken; 12:14 p.m.: 
ambulance (Auburn Street), transport-
ed; 12:48 p.m.: welfare check (Sargent 
Street), resolved; 3:28 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 3:30 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Stafford Street), 
referred; 3:53 p.m.: fraud (Sargent 
Street), report taken; 4:46 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Stafford Street), unfound-
ed; 6:01 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 9:04 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 9:17 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 9:25 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 9:29 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, uninsured mv, unregistered mv, 
op w/suspended registration, criminal 
application issued; 10:00 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:03 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 10:09 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 10:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warning; 
10:33 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 10:50 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 11:16 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 11:32 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
12:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

spoken to; 12:11 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 12:44 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
1:05 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 2:00 a.m.: ambulance 
(Marlboro Drive), transported; 2:58 
a.m.: ambulance (Knollwood Road), 
transported; 9:19 a.m.: ambulance 
(Flint Way), transported; 9:37 a.m.: 
ambulance (Monterey Drive), trans-
ported; 11:00 a.m.: ambulance (South 
Main Street), transported; 12:26 p.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), 
services rendered; 12:45 p.m.: wel-
fare check (McCarthy Avenue), ser-
vices rendered; 1:18 p.m.: debris in 
road (King Street Extension), referred; 
1:55 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street, 
Worcester), transported; 2:03 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Spring Street), services 
rendered; 2:39 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Sargent Street), referred; 3:14 p.m.: 
mv stop (Marshall Street), spoken to; 
8:34 p.m.: ambulance (Parent Street, 
Spencer), call canceled.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
12:35 a.m.: welfare check (Pine 

Street), assisted; 8:25 a.m.: ambulance 
(Siani Road), transported; 9:13 a.m.: 
disabled mv (Main Street), resolved; 
9:27 a.m.: debris in road (Paxton Street), 
resolved; 9:41 a.m.: welfare check 
(Chapel Street), services rendered; 
10:12 a.m.: summons service (Dale 
Street), served; 10:50 a.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 10:54 a.m.: 
ambulance (Craig Street), transport-
ed; 11:04 a.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Brantwood Road, Worcester), Richard 
Raymond Brigham, 28, 16 Woodland 
Street, West Boylston, straight war-
rant, arrest; 11:58 a.m.: fraud (Ingram 
Road), services rendered; 12:51 p.m.: 
assist other PD (Marshall Street, 
Paxton), call canceled; 3:37 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Newfield Street), 
unable to serve; 4:17 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Camp Street, Worcester), call 
canceled; 9:17 p.m.: suspicious activ-
ity (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
report taken; 11:24 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:56 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Main Street), mv towed.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
5:48 a.m.: investigation (South Main 

Street), report taken; 7:34 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Elmwood Avenue), transported; 
9:03 a.m.: assist citizen (Mill Street); 
9:26 a.m.: suspicious mv (Oak Bluff  
Lane), investigated; 10:07 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 11:16 
a.m.: keep the peace (Mill Street), ser-
vices rendered; 12:07 a.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 12:26 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Main Street), unfound-
ed; 12:31 p.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 12:49 p.m.: ambulance 
(Soojians Drive), transported; 3:45 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
3:55 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 4:59 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
lights violation, criminal application 
issued; 6:09 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), spoken to; 6:37 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 9:32 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), false alarm; 9:41 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
11:45 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30
12:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 8:23 a.m.: accident 
(Salminen Drive), report taken; 8:24 
a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
resolved; 9:07 a.m.: suspicious activi-
ty (South Main Street), report taken; 
9:41 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:24 a.m.: ambulance 
(Parent Street, Spencer), transport-
ed; 10:34 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 11:54 a.m.: investiga-
tion (North Lake Avenue, Worcester), 
report taken; 1:59 p.m.: ambulance 
(Little Mugget Road, Charlton), trans-
ported; 2:02 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 2:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
2:27 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), no 
action required; 2:33 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 2:57 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), referred; 3:24 p.m.: 
ambulance (Washington Square, 
Worcester), call canceled; 3:37 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 3:43 
p.m.: welfare check (Peter Salem Road), 
resolved; 4:29 p.m.: ambulance (Lillian 
Avenue), transported; 5:25 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Stafford Street), unable to 
locate; 6:18 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), name and address redacted 
from police log, shoplifting by asporta-
tion, criminal application issued; 8:56 
p.m.: erratic operator (Baldwin Street), 
unable to locate.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
12:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 1:23 a.m.: mv stop 
(Soojians Drive), citation issued; 6:09 

POLICE REPORTS

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Aliyana and I 
love to play in the water!     
Aliyana, also known as Ali, is 

an active and curious girl who is 
described as “adorable, sweet, 
affectionate and highly intel-
ligent.” She loves to explore, 
and would be happy to spend 
all day outside looking at bugs 
and plants. Her very favorite 
thing to do is play with water, 
whether in a pool, water table 
or even a puddle! Aliyana also 
enjoys pretend play like feed-
ing stuffed animals and putting 
them to bed. She will put Little 
People toys in the bus and drive 

it around while singing “Wheels on the Bus,” and can also be 
heard singing other songs such as “Baby Shark” throughout the 
day.   

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7858 

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.   

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with.  

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Aliyana 
Age 10 

 Registration # 7858 
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a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 8:31 a.m.: search warrant ser-
vice (Mill Street), resolved; 9:21 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:26 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:43 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 10:41 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
11:23 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 12:23 p.m.: ambulance 
(Shelter Ridge Road), transported; 
12:42 p.m.: investigation (Derby Street, 
Worcester), report taken; 12:48 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
12:50 p.m.: assist citizen (Main Street); 
1:00 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
assisted; 1:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:40 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), resolved; 3:21 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 3:29 p.m.: summons ser-
vice (Brown Street), served; 4:09 p.m.: 
gunshots heard (Charlton Street), 
unable to locate; 4:17 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unregistered 
mv, uninsured mv, criminal applica-
tion issued; 4:36 p.m.: welfare check 
(Main Street), referred; 5:21 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Breezy Green Road), assisted; 
5:31 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 7:15 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Pleasant Street), resolved; 8:24 
p.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal 
warning; 8:51 p.m.: mv stop (Henshaw 
Street), citation issued; 8:53 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Stafford Street), services 
rendered; 9:58 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:51 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
11:54 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1
1:01 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 

Street), services rendered; 5:22 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 7:16 a.m.: ambulance (Lake 
Drive), transported; 7:23 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Elmwood Avenue), transported; 
7:43 a.m.: drug violation (South Main 
Street), investigated; 11:05 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
11:20 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 11:39 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:40 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
11:51 a.m.: ambulance (Whittemore 
Street), transported; 11:59 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
12:21 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:14 p.m.: ambulance 
(May Street, Worcester), transported; 
2:04 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 2:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:56 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), services rendered; 
5:16 p.m.: suspicious mv (Reservoir 
Street), services rendered; 11:03 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Main Street), call 
canceled; 11:22 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), call canceled.

# # #

Spencer
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
12:01-1:40 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:05 a.m.: medical/general 
(Sherwood Drive); 1:34 a.m.: parking 
violation (Grove Street), ticket issued; 
1:51 a.m.: parking violation (Church 
Street), ticket issued; 1:56 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Wilson Street), rep. yelling/
banging outside; 1:56-2:28 a.m.: park-
ing violations/3 (Church, Elm, Main 
streets), tickets issued; 2:34 a.m.: DPW 
call (Meadow Road), dead raccoon 
in road; 2:42 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Thompson Pond Road); 5:41 a.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), assist 
Leicester PD w/warrant; 7:36 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Prospect Street), re: 
mv sale; 8:04 a.m.: DPW call (South 
Spencer Road), rep. icy bridge deck; 
8:17 a.m.: DPW call (Lake Street), c/o 
broken window; 8:28 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Chestnut Street), loose dog; 
8:38 a.m.: medical/general (Crestview 
Drive); 10:41 a.m.: restraining order 
service (Browning Pond Road); 12:31 
p.m.: mv lockout (Howe Village), assist-
ed; 1:24 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 1:45 p.m.: 
medical/general (Chestnut Street), 
lift assist; 1:56 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 2:26 p.m.: accident (West 
Main Street), report taken; 3:01 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Wilson Street), rep. 
dog attack; 3:08 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Duggan Street), apt. lockout; 3:31 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 3:42 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Howe Village); 4:16 p.m.: medical/
general (Jones Street); 4:58 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Cooney Road), loose 
dog; 5:50 p.m.: officer wanted (Lambs 
Grove), rep. open door/vacant home; 
10:55 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street), 11:52 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Mechanic Street), services rendered; 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
12:12-2:08 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:55 a.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 4:25 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Clark Road), 
hang-up; 6:07 a.m.: 911 call (Westland 
Drive), open line; 6:34 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Road); 7:38 a.m.: DPW 
call (Hastings Road), icy conditions; 
7:59 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:11 a.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 8:16 a.m.: 
accident (Marble Road), report taken; 
8:37 a.m.: disturbance (Main Street), 
issue w/landlord; 9:43 a.m.: DPW call 
(Clark Road), icy conditions; 10:17 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Main Street), per-

son knocking over benches; 10:56 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), rep. 
sale/transfer of  firearms; 10:57 a.m.: 
medical/general (Valley Street); 12:46 
p.m.: mv lockout (High Street), assist-
ed; 1:15 p.m.: officer wanted (Laliberte 
Lane), assist citizen; 1:33 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Main Street); 1:49 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (West Main Street), DA 
referral; 2:22 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Powers Street), concerned about 
dog; 2:45 p.m.: officer wanted (Wilson 
Street), spoken to; 3:00 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Shore Drive), loose dog; 
3:14 p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
resolved; 3:27 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Wilson Street), re: dog issue; 4:11 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Paxton Road), erratic 
operator; 4:23 p.m.: medical/general 
(Wilson Street), dog attack; 4:58 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
children left in mv; 5:57 p.m.: hit/run 
accident (Main Street), report taken; 
8:23 p.m.: disturbance (Wall Street), 
family issue; 9:16 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pearl Street); 10:47 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); (total daily mv 
stops – 0).

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
12:19-1:43 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:36 a.m.: parking violation 
(Chestnut Street), ticket issued; 1:28 
a.m.: parking violation (Main Street), 
ticket issued; 3:39 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Thompson Pond Road); 8:05 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Meadow Road), rep. 
sale of  multiple pistols/revolvers; 8:44 
a.m.: citizen complaint (Ash Street), 
re: flyer left on mv; 9:59 a.m.: larceny 
(Smithville Road), re: missing chain-
saw; 10:08 a.m.: officer wanted (Church 
Street), rep. theft of  cabinet; 10:46 
a.m.: officer wanted (Paxton Road), 
c/o calls rec’d; 11:39 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Elm Street); 1:11 
p.m.: intelligence/criminal (Wilson 
Street), Celina Pearl Descoteaux, 38, 
104 Wilson Street, Spencer, reckless 
endangerment of  a child, resisting 
arrest, arrest; 1:51 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Wilson Street); 2:17 p.m.: 
disturbance (Wall Street), c/o fem. in 
laundry room; 3:14 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (West Main Street), c/o harass-
ment; 4:50 p.m.: missing person/juve-
nile (West Main Street), report taken; 
6:01 p.m.: medical/general (Thompson 
Pond Road); 6:16 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Pleasant Street), barking dog; 
6:46 p.m.: vandalism (Bacon Hill Road), 
report taken; 6:56 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Old East Charlton Road); 6:58 
p.m.: accident (Hastings Road), report 
taken; 10:04 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), services rendered; (total 
daily mv stops – 1).

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
1:00 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 

Street), Charlton PD bolo/wel-
fare check; 1:36-1:46 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 2:25 a.m.: medical/
general (Maple Street); 5:29 a.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village), lift 
assist; 5:41 a.m.: DPW call (Meadow 
Road), road snow-covered; 7:07 a.m.: 
medical/general (Chestnut Street); 
9:33 a.m.: medical/general (Washburn 
Terrace); 9:50 a.m.: lost/found (Main 
Street), wallet found; 10:48 a.m.: officer 
wanted (G.H. Wilson Road), spoken to; 
11:24 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), rep. poss. scam call; 1:25 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Wire Village Road), 
tree across road; 2:19 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), domestic issue; 
3:43 p.m.: animal complaint (Pleasant 
Street), c/o barking dog; 4:03 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Main Street), referred; 4:05 
p.m.: 911 call (Elm Street), misdial; 
4:34 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 5:38 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Marble Road), referred; 6:59 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Main Street), services 
rendered; 7:24 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 8:07 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), assist Worcester 
PD; 8:36 p.m.: medical/general (Ash 
Street), 11:37 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; (total daily mv stops – 0).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
3:14-3:29 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:17 a.m.: suspicious persons 
(West Main Street), investigated; 8:48 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), rep. 
theft; 9:36 a.m.: officer wanted (Route 
49), erratic operator; 10:14 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Crestview Drive), referred; 10:27 
a.m.: lost/found (Bixby Road), referred; 
2:03 p.m.: officer wanted (Dustin 
Street), parked mv obstructing traffic; 
2:41 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 3:16 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (West Main Street); 3:56 p.m.: res-
idential fire (East Avenue), referred; 
4:36 p.m.: residential alarm (Hastings 
Road), services rendered; 4:40 p.m.: 
hit/run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 5:59 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Lincoln Street), referred; 6:48 p.m.: 911 
call (Clark Road), accidental; 6:50 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Mechanic Street), 
services rendered; 7:01 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), resolved; 7:19 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Pleasant Street), c/o 
texts rec’d; 7:30 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 9:15 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; (total daily mv 
stops – 0).

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
12:53 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 

Street), hang-up; 1:18-2:00 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 4:39 a.m.: resi-
dential alarm (Water Street), services 
rendered; 8:17 a.m.: residential fire 
(East Avenue), referred; 8:21 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:26 a.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 10:43 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), concerned about niece; 

10:51 a.m.: accident (North Spencer 
Road), report taken; 11:09 a.m.: suspi-
cious persons (East Avenue), investi-
gated; 11:39 a.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), services rendered; 11:45 a.m.: 
trespassing (Hastings Road), hunter 
on property; 11:47 a.m.: officer wanted 
(G.H. Wilson Road), services rendered; 
12:31 p.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 1:36 p.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 
1:44 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street), lift assist; 1:50 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
2:01 p.m.: citizen complaint (West Main 
Street), vape sold to underage son; 3:06 
p.m.: DFPW call (Point Eastalee Drive), 
limb on wires; 3:37 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Sherwood Drive); 4:16 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), erratic 
operator; 5:59 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 6:55 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 8:24 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street), rep. smoke/
orange light; (total daily mv stops – 1).

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
12:45 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 

Street), services rendered; 12:59-2:49 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 7:42 
a.m.: suspicious persons (Cherry 
Street), investigated; 7:57 a.m.: sex 
offender registration (Wire Village 
Road), info taken; 8:08 a.m.: medical/
sudden death (Main Street); 8:09 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Maple Street), 
services rendered; 8:29 a.m.: 911 
call (Cherry Street), child w/phone; 
8:59 a.m.: officer wanted (Route 49), 
unwanted party; 9:40 a.m.: medical/
general (Temple Street); 10:19 a.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 
10:28 a.m.: restraining order service 
(Paxton Road); 10:48 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Lincoln Street); 11:15 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (South Spencer Road), re: 
texts rec’d; 11:55 a.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 1:57 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 4:46 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Prospect Street), c/o no place 
to park/parking ban; 5:27 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), erratic oper-
ator; 5:42 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Charlton PD bolo; 6:05 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), errat-
ic operator; 8:20 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), c/o dangerous opera-
tion; 8:24 p.m.: officer wanted (Paston 
Road), c/o kids doing donuts in lot; 9:41 
p.m.: medical/general (Whittemore 
Court); 11:48 p.m.: medical/general 
(Grant Street); (total daily mv stops – 
0).

# # #

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
12:53-1:20 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:37 a.m.: disturbance (Cherry 
Street), noise complaint; 3:45 a.m.: 
medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
10:21 a.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 11:27 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pleasant Street); 11:34 a.m.: juve-
nile matter (Main Street), custody/
Christmas visitation issue; 11:57 a.m.: 
medical/general (Prouty Street); 2:08 
p.m.: accident (Clark Road), mv vs 
deer; 2:53 p.m.: disturbance (Smithville 
Road), rep. shooting in area; 4:51 
p.m.: medical/general (McCormick 
Road); 6:06 p.m.: mv stop (Charlton 
Road), Joseph Aaron Tremblay, 27, 40 
Raymond Street, Holden, OUI liquor, 
negligent operation, arrest; 7:52 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Paxton Road), erratic 
operator; 8:25 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), barking dog; 8:52 
p.m.: accident (Bacon Hill Road), mv 
vs deer; 9:03 p.m.: officer wanted (Wall 
Street), req. welfare check; 9:16 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), open line; 
9:43 p.m.: hit/run accident (Charlton 
Road), report taken; 11:02 p.m.: distur-
bance (School Street), unwanted party; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26
5:48 a.m.: intelligence/parole (West 

Main Street), info rec’d; 7:16 a.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), wallet found; 
8:20 a.m.: 911 call (Pleasant Street), 
child w/phone; 8:21 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Borkum Road), req. welfare check; 
9:01 a.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 9:17 a.m.: medical/general 
(North Spencer Road); 9:21 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Paxton Road), needs to 
retrieve belongings; 11:17 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Main Street); 11:49 a.m.: 
medical/general (Brooks Pond Road); 
1:44 p.m.: juvenile matter (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 1:44 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Greenville Street); 1:50 
p.m.: mv repossessed (Grove Street), 
info rec’d; 3:07 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 3:42 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (North Spencer Road); 3:56 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Maple Street), referred; 
4:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Lake Street), 
wants to retrieve dog/belongings; 5:46 
p.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 8:31 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Mechanic Street); 9:55 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Charlton Road), loose dog; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
2:30-2:59 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 8:11 a.m.: disabled mv (North 
Spencer Road), assisted; 9:04 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
10:01 a.m.: animal complaint (Main 
Street), turtle found; 10:34 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Dale Street), re: loss of  power; 
10:49 a.m.: accident (Chestnut Street), 
report taken; 11:55 a.m.: citizen com-
plaint (Main Street), siding/nails blow-
ing onto Wall Street; 12:00 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (Maple Street), rep. dumped 
on property; 12:26 p.m.: lost/found 
(Mechanic Street), c/c found; 1:32 

p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 2:03 p.m.: fraud 
(Charlton Road), report taken; 4:07 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
5:28 p.m.: 911 call (Northwest Road), 
services rendered; 5:38 p.m.: medical/
general (Cranberry Lane); 7:03 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
7:46 p.m.: animal complaint (Paxton 
Road), dead deer in road; 7:58 p.m.: 
medical/general (Maple Street); 8:31 
p.m.: medical/general (Parent Street); 
8:38 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); (total daily mv stops – 0).

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
12:52-1:45 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:23 a.m.: disturbance 
(Mechanic Street), people arguing/
fight possible; 9:28 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pearl Street); 11:37 a.m.: residential 
fire (Wall Street), referred; 12:02 p.m.: 
hit/run accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 3:02 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Bixby Road); 3:10 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Pleasant Street), barking dog; 
4:29 p.m.: medical/general (Charlton 
Road); 4:39 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 4:50 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spoken 
to; 6:04 p.m.: medical/general (Valley 
Street); 8:18 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), investigated; 9:45 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), State 
Police bolo/re: bomb threat; (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
12:12-2:16 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:25 a.m.: parking violation 
(School Street), ticket issued; 2:44 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Sampson Street), referred; 
4:46 a.m.: medical/general (Condon 
Drive); 7:14 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Ash Street), rep. injured owl; 8:29 
a.m.: officer wanted (Valley Street), 
re: previous assault; 10:38 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Oakland Drive), unwanted 
party; 12:06 p.m.: fire alarm (Mechanic 
Street), referred; 1:26 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Church Street), resolved; 2:25 
p.m.: 911 call (Lake Street), no contact; 
4:21 p.m.: animal complaint (Kingsbury 
Road), loose dog/killed chickens; 
4:34 p.m.: medical/general (Chestnut 
Street); 5:52 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), services rendered; 8:04 
p.m.: medical/general (Paxton Road); 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30
 12:19-2:27 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:11 a.m.: parking violation 
(Mechanic Street), ticket issued; 1:17 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
2:05-2:43 a.m.: parking violations/3 
(Elm, Main, Grove streets), tickets 
issued; 6:17 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Greenville Street), loose dog; 7:43 
a.m.: medical/general (Borkum Road); 
8:36 a.m.: DPW call (Chestnut Street), 
tarp blown onto power lines; 9:05 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Highland Street), re: 
trailer purchase; 9:15 a.m.: burglary 
(Sampson Street), report taken; 9:55 
a.m.: medical/general (G.H. Wilson 
Road); 10:09 a.m.: accident (Mechanic 
Street), report taken; 10:21 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Parent Street); 1:44 p.m.: 
citizen complaint (Mechanic Street), 
c/o messy yard; 2:35 p.m.: lost/found 
(West Main Street), wallet found; 3:00 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), re: 
RMV/immediate threat; 3:36 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Maple Street), rep. items 
being taken from mv; 3:40 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), req. welfare 
check; 4:32 p.m.: accident (Main Street), 
report taken; 6:28 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Browning Pond Road); 6:59 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Howe Village), referred; 
8:59 p.m.: mv complaint (Buteau Road), 
erratic operator; (total daily mv stops 
– 4).

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
12:02-2:31 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:14-2:23 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/2 (Main, Cherry streets), tickets 
issued; 3:33 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 3:34 a.m.: FID 
card issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 9:34 a.m.: officer wanted (Ash 
Street), spoken to; 10:08 a.m.: lost/
found (Paxton Road), debit card found; 
10:27 a.m.: DPW call (Pleasant Street), 
stop sign should be replaced; 11:11 
a.m.: officer wanted (Franklin Street), 
garage window shot w/bb gun; 12:42 
p.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 1:42 p.m.: RV complaint (Ash 
Street), re: kids on dirt bikes; 5:10 p.m.: 
medical/general (Chestnut Street); 
5:36 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
erratic operator; 5:39 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 6:53 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Temple Street); 6:57 p.m.: 
medical/general (Lincoln Street); 7:06 
p.m.: mv lockout (West Main Street), 
assisted; 8:13 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), barking dog; 8:45 
p.m.: officer wanted (Valley Street), 
unwanted party; 9:54 p.m.: hit/run 
accident (West Main Street), report 
taken; 10:17 p.m.: suspicious mv (West 
Main Street), investigated; 10:38 p.m.: 
mv complaint (West Main Street), 
erratic operator; (total daily mv stops 
– 4).

ARRESTS, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
28

Craig Robert Little-Ricard, 42, 52 
Chestnut Street, Spencer, possession 
Class B drug; Katelynn Jeanne Beer, 
31, 330 Sunderland Road, Worcester, 
trafficking cocaine/100 gm or more, 
possession Class B drug w/intent to 
distribute, possession Class A drug; 
Dylan G. Shaw, 28, 2 Dustin Street, 
Spencer, trafficking cocaine/100 gm 
or more, possession Class B drug w/
intent to distribute, possession Class 
A drug.

POLICE REPORTS



14 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 10, 2025

In addition to the Project 351 day of  service, ambas-
sadors also spend a year leading community projects 
in their respective towns.

“Project 351 is determined to meet the demand for 
high quality, enriching service opportunities that 
reflect the unique gifts and world-changing aspira-
tions of  young people,” read the statement issued by 
the leadership team.

Additional service opportunities for ambassadors 
include alumni mentorship, enrichment programs, 
and participation in Project 351’s Service Leadership 
Academy.

To date, Project 351 has featured more than 5,000 
youth ambassadors who combined to assist more than 
1.3 million people. 

“Ambassadors build unity, cultivate kindness, and 
transform lives and communities through service,” 
read the statement released by the organization. “As 
they serve, they develop the courage, compassion, and 
capabilities to lead awe-inspiring change.”

To learn more about how Project 351 is helping the 
community while bringing together the next genera-
tion of  leaders, visit www.project351.org.

Upcoming editions of  the New Leader will include 
features highlighting the experiences of  local Project 
351 ambassadors.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

774-200-7308

MANUFACTURING JOB SHOP IS SEEKING

EXPERIENCED CNC MACHINIST
 CONVENTIONAL MACHINIST

ESTIMATOR

• CNC Milling Center
• CNC Turning Center
• Manual Bridgeports
• Manual Lathe
• CNC or Manual Vertical Milling Centers

Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm.
Email resume or apply in person.

Southbridge Tool & 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.

181 Southbridge Road, Route 131, Dudley, MA  01571
(508) 764-2779 • Fax: (508) 765-1193

info@southbridgetool.com

 
Experience  on one or
more of the following:

For Immediate Hire!

$5000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Laborers-
Material Handling
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

Welders/Plate 
Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

name generator that kept 
guests entertained.

Additional party offer-
ings included holiday 
crackers, noise mak-
ers, and a free raffle to 
win one of  the library’s 
anniversary shirts (new 
sizes and colors are avail-
able; contact the library 
if  you’re interested in 
obtaining a shirt).

“Diane Buzzell also put 
together mini gift bags 
of  black eyed peas, as 
one of  the old traditions 
was to make a dish with 
them called Hoppin John, 
which was said to bring 
good luck in the new 
year,” Lamb added. “We 
had a wonderful turnout 
with people of  all ages. 
Kids had a blast, and so 
did the adults.”

In yet another First 

Night celebration in 
town, the Herard Lane 
team offered snacks and 
games at their common 
room.   

North Brookfield’s New 
Year’s Eve festivities con-
cluded with a bonfire held 
at the Town Common, 
featuring music and a hot 
dog truck.  

Officials thank every-
one who came together 
to make the celebration 
enjoyable for local fam-
ilies.

“Many volunteers 
made this evening a 
success, and communi-
ty members of  all ages 
enjoyed a local event to 
usher in the new year,” 
Waldron added.  

NEW YEAR
continued from page  A1

Library guests celebrate the new year with creative activi-
ties. The festivities conclude with a bonfire on the Town Common.

lic safety answering 
points) is challenging 
and expensive,” Bridges 
said.  “Some of  the chal-
lenges include staff-
ing.  Towns compete for 
a fewer number of  peo-
ple who want to do this 
type of  work—it is a 24/7 
operation. Also, the radio 
systems, dispatching con-
soles, and software are 

very costly. Upgrading 
an entire system can cost 
millions.”

Added Bridges, “As 
older systems are no lon-
ger supported, the only 
available systems are 
much more expensive to 
purchase.”

Technological inno-
vations over the past 
two decades have also 
addressed many region-
alization concerns that 
existed in previous years, 
officials said.

“The concern has 
always been that, if  there 
was regionalization, the 
emergency telecommuni-
cator will not know the 
community.  The advent 
many years ago of  E911, 
where the calls are geo-
located, made that issue 
moot,” Bridges added.

Expanded grant oppor-
tunities are also a major 
benefit cited by public 
safety leaders.

“State 911 Department 
grants will cover costs 

for purchasing necessary 
equipment, renovating 
or constructing the facil-
ity, and funding a portion 
of  operational costs for 
five years, easing finan-
cial burdens on local 
communities,” Befford 
added. “These initiatives 
help strengthen emer-
gency services, improve 
public safety, and create 
long-term sustainability 
for the regional dispatch 
center.”

Looking ahead, Spencer 

officials will work with a 
consulting firm,  Mission 
Critical Partners, LLC 
(MCP), which will assess 
the town’s current sys-
tem and help identify the 
feasibility of  regionaliza-
tion.  

“The model we are 
looking at is that all the 
participating commu-
nities have joint own-
ership of  the region-
al center,” Bridges 
explained. “There will be 
a governing board made 

up of  representatives 
of  all the communities, 
looking out for the best 
interests of  the commu-
nities.”

All survey responses 
are anonymous and will 
go directly to the MCP 
team.

If  you would like to 
access the survey, visit 
www.spencerma.gov. The 
survey link is posted on 
the homepage.

REGIONALIZATION
continued from page  A1

AMBASSADORS
continued from page  A1

that no one was inside 
the house.

Several units from 
the Leicester Fire 
Department assisted at 
the scene, including Car 
2, Engine 1, Engine 2, and 

Tower 53.
“I can’t say enough for 

the hard work and dedi-
cation  that my guys con-
tinue to show at tough 
calls like these—always 
proud,” said Leicester 
Fire Chief  Michael 
Dupuis.

Firefighters from North 
Brookfield, Oakham, 

East Brookfield, and 
several other towns also 
responded.

The primary struc-
ture at 2 East Ave. was 
destroyed, while a home 
at 4 East Avenue endured 
extensive damage. 

Parsons told the New 
Leader the lack of  wind 
during the response was 

a major benefit amid sev-
eral challenges. If  windy 
conditions had been in 
place, additional struc-
tures might have been 
lost, officials said.

The cause of  the fire 
remains under investi-
gation by local and state 
agencies.

FIRE
continued from page  A1

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.                    

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA  01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, 
Wednesday 9 AM -11 AM

Southbridge Food Share Pantry 79 Elm St., 
Southridge, Ma. 01550.  
Distribution:  
MWF from 10:00AM - 11:15AM

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry
Located at St.Anne & St. Patrick Church
16 Church St.
Fiskdale, MA 01518
Distribution: By appointment 508-347-6398

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor
License #9529769
(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 
Realtor

License #904677
(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

CHARLTON- NEW PRICE
12 Elliott $675,000 Glenview Estates

*3 BR
* 3.5 
Baths

*6 acres
* Best 
Value, 

Location 
& Price

CHARLTON
JAN. 21  5-7 PM

CHARLTON GRANGE
Let's Talk Real Estate

*Mortgage Rates
* Financing Program
* Homes for Hereos 

Rewards
*Buyer Representation

*Central Air 
and Vac

*2 Full Baths
* Private 
Backyard

*Hardwood 
Floors

 Throughout
*Finished 

Game Room
*Recent Furnace
*Near Schools, 

Shopping, 
Highways and 

Recreation Opportunites- 
golf, wakking, trrails, 

town beach
29 Charlton Road
$499,900

DUDLEY- ONE LEVEL LIVING! HOLDEN- 2.5 ACRES

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

*1.5 Baths
*Private 

Wooded Yard 
with Out 
Building

*Fireplace
* Newly

Designed 
Septic 
System

*3 Bedroom
*1700 sq. ft.

*2 car garage

130 
South Rd 
$575,000

JANUARY 21  5-7 PM CHARLTON GRANGE
REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSE

LEARNING OPPORTUNITY!
STOP & Let's Chat About Real Estate

Learn About Opportunites for Single Family Homes, 
2 and 3 Unit Properties (Financing Them)

Homes for Heroes Rewards Program

Buyer - Sellers
Chat With Us!
Diane Luong

Jo-Ann Szymczak
Bob Berk

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake - 237 Thompson Rd.
FOR RENT....1St floor 1 Bedroom Apartment! 
Sliders to large deck with outstanding views! 
Located in the mid section of the Lake. 

Catch the sunrises!
Heated by fuel efficient Natural Gas forced hot 
air. Enjoy Lake living!

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $899,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES!

WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   
Level landscape from house to the 
waters edge. Middle Pond offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Walk out Lower Level! Fire up 
the grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll ! 

$669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT

92 BIRCH ISLAND

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER -
 10 GODDARD STREET

This two family is centrally located, 
convenient access to major routes. 
Owner occupied with a first floor 
tenant lease. Roof replaced two years 
ago , basement windows are new and 
several new windows through out 
the home. Rents are currently below 
market.  $330,000

WEBSTER - 
38 COLONIAL RD.  

LAKE RESIDENTIAL      
Webster Lake Area! Investors take 
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot!  Home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split 
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement 
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating*  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD !   
13 Units -  4 Well Maintained & Updated Multi-Family Buildings 
with 2 Commercial Spaces! Located within the “ “Central Core” 
District of Downtown Southbridge!! .... Mixed Use Zoning !!  
Side by Side Buildings being sold as 1 Package !! Multiple Off-
Street Parking spots. Heated Garage Space - Room enough for 
up to 18 Vehicles!! ALL Units Occupied !! Addresses include #s 
140, 142, 148 & 152 Hamilton.St.                        $1,300,000

Location ~ Location ~ Location! Move-in ready Commercial Office &/or Re-
tail Space ! Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Companies looking to expand, 
Banks, Medical facilities etc.... This 2 Level Free Standing Building is located 
on a Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade Level” w/Rear Access & Parking! 
Located in an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 
20...Zoned General Business - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 
units $1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT 

WATERFRONT

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON
ON DEPOSIT      

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health 

UMass Memorial Medical Center  |  UMass Memorial Medical Group  |  Harrington  |  HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital

Marlborough Hospital  |  Milford Regional  |  Community Healthlink

WHEN CHOOSING HEALTH CARE, 
YOU CAN CHOOSE TO HAVE IT ALL.

Our network of hospitals, providers and services was created to  ensure that everyone in our region 
has access to exceptional health  care and a chance to live the healthiest life possible. So, regardless  of 
where you live, a UMass Memorial Health hospital or service  is nearby. And that means no matter 

what you need for your health,  the best choice is also the convenient one.

ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

Courtesy

Police recovered several items during a drug 
bust in Spencer.

Police search leads 
to multiple 

drug-related arrests
SPENCER — A search of  a residence 

last month led to multiple arrests on drug 
charges. 

On Dec. 28, the Western Worcester 
County Major Crime and Narcotics 
Task Force, which includes officers 
from the Spencer and Leicester Police 
Departments, executed a search warrant 
in Spencer.

The search led to the seizure of  about 
138 grams of  crack cocaine, police 
said. Two men and one woman were 
arrested on trafficking charges under 
Massachusetts law.

“The Spencer Police Department is 
dedicated to combating illegal drug activ-
ity in our community. If  you suspect 
drug activity in your area, please contact 
us directly or submit an anonymous tip 
through our department website,” read a 
statement released by the SPD.

The Western Worcester County Major 
Crime and Narcotics Task Force was 
established to combine the resources and 
manpower of  the Spencer and Leicester 
Police Departments.

“By working together, we can more 
effectively target illegal activity and pro-
tect the residents of  both towns,” read a 
statement released by the task force.

Community members in both towns 
are thanked for their ongoing assistance 
and support of  law enforcement.

“The task force relies on the support 
and vigilance of  our community mem-
bers. If  you believe illegal drug activity is 
occurring in your neighborhood, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us,” read the 
statement issued by the task force. 

You can reach the task force by con-
tacting the Spencer or Leicester Police 
Departments, or by sending a message on 
their Facebook pages.
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