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Dudley energy
programs announce
new rates

DUDLEY — The town of Dudley has signed a 13-month
contract with its current aggregate supplier, First Point
Power.

Beginning with the October 2026 meter reads, the Dudley
Community Choice Power Supply Program, designed to
meet the specific needs of the town’s electricity ratepayers,
will continue to offer the same options but at new rates:

+ The standard product which meets the Massachusetts
Renewable Energy Requirement of 69.1 percent at a rate of
$0.16345 per kWh.

+ An optional product that is 100 percent renewable -
meets the MA Req plus an additional 31% National Wind
Renewable Energy Certificates - at a rate of $0.16423 per
kWh.

+ A second optional product which meets the MA Req
plus an additional 5% Massachusetts Class I RECs at a rate
of $0.16545 per kWh.

For Dudley residents and businesses who are enrolled in
the town’s standard product, the current rate of $0.12826
per kWh will expire and the new rate of $0.16345 per kWh
will take effect with the October 2026 meter reads. This
represents an increase of $21 per month on the supply side
of the bill given average usage of 600 kWh. However, this
new rate is 5 percent lower than National Grid’s Residential
Basic Service rate of $0.17185 per kWh. Residents can
expect to see an average savings of $5 per month for the
months of October 2026 through January 2027.

Dudley launched its electricity program in April 2025
in an effort to develop an option for residents that would
be stable, affordable and incorporate renewable energy.

Turn To ENERGY page A10

Dolly’s Imagination Library
thrives in Webster

WEBSTER — Since
launching in 1995, Dolly
Parton’s Imagination
Library has become the
preeminent early child-
hood book gifting program
in the world. The flagship
program of The Dollywood
Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, has
gifted over 300 million free
books in the United States,
Canada, United Kingdom,
Australia, and The Republic
of Ireland. The Imagination
Library mails more than 3
million high-quality, age-ap-
propriate books each month
to enrolled children from
birth to age five. Dolly envi-
sioned creating a lifelong
love of reading and inspir-
ing children to “Dream
More, Learn More, Care
More, Be More.”

The Friends of the Gladys
E. Kelly Public Library are
proud to have been Local
Program Partners with the
Dollywood  Foundation
since 2024. There are
currently 351 children
enrolled in the local pro-

Dudley Woman’s Club to kick off
19th year with Meet & Greet

p-m., and is open to women

WEBSTER — The from throughout the region,

Dudley Woman’s Club will
kick off its 19th club year
with a Western-themed
Meet & Greet on Thursday,
Sept. 10, at The Mill @
French River, 9 Frederick
St.

The event begins at 6:30

whether or not they are cur-
rent members of the club.
Organizers are invit-
ing women to “mosey on
down” for an informal eve-
ning of fun and an opportu-
nity to learn more about the
Dudley Woman’s Club, its

adventure.

Ava of Dudley has successfully completed the 1,000
Books Before Kindergarten program at the Pearle L.
Crawford Memorial Library. Ava found that books about
Paw Patrol made reading so many books, so much fun.
The Pigeon books by Mo Willems are also some of her
favorites and make her laugh out loud! Congratulations,
Ava, on this wonderful accomplishment! We are incredibly
proud of your dedication to reading and learning! The
Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library’s 1000 Books
Before Kindergarten program is generously funded by
the Friends of the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library.
Families with children from birth through age five are
encouraged to stop by the library to register for this
free early literacy program and begin their own reading

Courtesy

activities and its community
service projects.

The club has grown to
more than 70 members from
communities throughout
Southern Worcester County
and Northern Connecticut.
Despite its name, member-
ship and club events are not
limited to Dudley residents.
Women from all towns are
welcome.

The Meet & Greet will
give prospective members
an opportunity to meet cur-
rent members, make new
connections and learn about
the club’s plans for the
coming year. Attendees are
encouraged to bring a friend
or several.

In keeping with the eve-
ning’s theme, guests are wel-
come to wear their “cowgirl
glam,” although Western
attire is not required.

Community service will
also be part of the open-
ing gathering. The club’s
voluntary Giving Project
for September will collect
school supplies for the Boys
& Girls Club of Webster-
Dudley. Attendees who
would like to participate
may bring school supplies
to donate.

The Dudley Woman’s
Club has made charitable
giving and volunteerism a
central part of its activities
while also providing oppor-
tunities for members to
socialize and become more
involved in their communi-
ties. Last year, the organi-
zation similarly opened its
club year with a gathering
at The Mill @ French River
and emphasized that its
membership extends well
beyond Dudley.

The Sept. 10 Meet &
Greet is open to members
and nonmembers alike.

gram, with 141 ‘graduates’
who have reached the age
of five. Local partners who
work with the Imagination
Library are asked to enroll
children in the coverage
area and pay an average of
$2.60 per child per month
toward wholesale books
and mailing costs. The
Dollywood  Foundation
has he program will con-
tinue despite Dolly Parton’s
passing. Representatives for
the foundation stated that
the program ‘“was never
meant to last for Parton’s
lifetime but for the lifetime
of the children it serves.”
To enroll your child
or grandchild in the
Imagination Library pro-
gram, please visit www.
imaginationlibrary.org and
search for Webster under
«Check Availability.» Right
now, this program is only
open to residents of Webster.

Booklovers” Gourmet
plans full slate of
September arts, music and

literar

WEBSTER — Art, music,
literature and an evening
exploring the paranormal are
among the offerings com-
ing to Booklovers’ Gourmet
during September.

The independent book-
store and cafe at 72 East
Main St. will begin the month
with “Green Rapture,” an
exhibit featuring the work
of Debra Horan, owner of
Booklovers” Gourmet.

Horan’s work focuses
on connections with nature
and the experiences that can
come from walking through
the woods, spending time in
a garden or observing the
natural world. The exhibit
explores how time outdoors
can provide opportunities
to slow down, reduce the
distractions of everyday life
and reconnect with one’s
surroundings.

A meet-and-greet with
Horan will be held Saturday,
Sept. 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Light refreshments will be
served. The exhibit will
remain on display in the
cafe gallery throughout
September.

The month’s program-
ming continues Wednesday,
Sept. 16, with “Whispers
from Spirit,” featuring psy-
chic medium Leo McCarthy
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

McCarthy will lead an
evening centered on spiri-
tual connections and mes-
sages, followed by time
for questions and answers.
Organizers note that because
of the nature of the program,
there is no guarantee that
every attendee will receive
an individual connection.

Tickets are $45 per person,
and attendance is limited
to 12 people. Reservations
may be made at the store
or through Eventbrite, where

additional X(et fees apply.

Music takes center stage
Saturday, Sept. 19, when
longtime friends and collab-
orators Eddie Barnett and
Bob Jordan present a concert
from 6 to 8 p.m.

The pair will perform
rock, folk, country and other
musical styles, with the eve-
ning including short solo
sets from each musician on
vocals and guitar before they
join forces for the bulk of the
performance.

Barnett and Jordan’s
musical connection stretch-
es back decades. Barnett
was 11 when he moved to
Shrewsbury and began visit-
ing Mac Duff’s Music, locat-
ed next to the former Spag’s
store, where Jordan worked.
They have since performed
together in numerous live
and studio sessions, but
the Booklovers’ Gourmet
appearance will mark their
first concert featuring only
the two musicians.

Jordan, a Winchendon
resident, performs at farmers
markets, elder care facili-
ties and occasional concerts,
including an annual appear-
ance at the Webster Senior
Center.

Barnett has lived in
Webster for 20 years and
performs an annual summer
concert in town. A guitarist
and drummer, he has per-
formed with several bands,
including Bees Knees and
Cosby Sweaters.

Admission to the Sept. 19
concert is $20 per person or
$30 per couple.

The month’s schedule
concludes Saturday, Sept.
26, with a program for
young readers and families
featuring local author and
illustrator J. Roach-Evans
from 1 to 3 p.m.

events

Roach-Evans will read
from her latest children’s
book, “Beach Rocks:
Treasures from the Northeast
Coast,” and lead participants
in a craft activity in which
they can paint their own
beach rock creature.

The book introduces
young readers to common
rocks and pebbles found
along the Northeast coast,
ranging from Maine’s “wish-
ing stones” to New Jersey’s
Cape May “diamonds.” It
also includes information to
help readers identify min-
erals and rocks including
quartz, feldspar, basalt, gran-
ite, jasper, gneiss, slate and
quartzite.

Roach-Evans grew up
in Auburn and studied art,
English and graphic design at
the School of the Worcester
Art Museum, Worcester
State  University  and
Quinsigamond Community
College. She also earned a
master’s degree in education
from Worcester State.

She is the author and illus-
trator of six children’s begin-
ner guidebooks exploring
seashore life and the natural
world. Her previous titles
include “Seashells: Treasures
from the Northeast Coast,”
“Seaweed: Marine Algae
from the Northeast Coast,”
“Marine Animals from the
Northeast Coast,” “Marine
Birds from the Northeast
Coast,” “Little Piping
Plover” and “Wildflowers
from the Northeast Coast.”

Booklovers”  Gourmet
is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5
p-m., with extended hours
until 6 p.m. Wednesdays.
For additional information
about the September pro-
grams, call 508-949-6232.
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Small Shelter Big Heart

Meet Mimi & Bentley

Mimi and Bentley are a sweet bonded pair who are looking for a loving home
where they can stay together. These two rely on each other and are happiest
when they have their best friend by their side.

Bentley is the more outgoing of the pair and is usually the first to show you that
everything is okay. Mimi'is a little more nervous and needs some time to warm
up to new people and new surroundings. Once they get to know you and feel
comfortable, though, both Mimi and Bentley are incredibly sweet and affectionate.
They are looking for an experienced dog owner and an adult only
understand that some dogs need a little extra time and patience to build trust.
Their ideal home will give them the opportunity to settle in at their own pace,
with plenty of consistency, reassurance, and positive experiences.

If you're willing to let these two special dogs take their time getting to know you,
you'll be rewarded with two very loving companions. Mimi and Bentley are ready
to find someone who will give'them the patience, understanding, and forever
home they deserve.

home who

500 Legacy Farms North + Hopkinton, MA 01748
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MILFORD
FEDERAL

Our Commanily. Your Bank.

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor Baypath Humane Society's
Pet of the Week! o080
‘l

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat

from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

Member

\ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

508.234.8256 = 800.357.2265
MilfordFederal.com
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CLUES ACROSS

1.

Egyptian bull god

5. A young canine

8.
11.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
20.
21.
22.
25.
30.
31
32.
33.
38.

North Carolina university
“Oddbod” actor Tom

Midway between northeast and east
A place to shop

Mysterious “Severance” family
Single Lens Reflex

Malaria

Informal loan organizations
Twitching

Holm oak

Willing to consent

In an early way

Stuck it out

Language in Ghana

Obtain

Ancient Greek currency

One point east (clockwise) of due
north

CLUES DOWN

1. Bridge-building degree

2. Expression of sorrow or pity

3. Lizard species

4. Turkish leader title

5. A way to bother

6. Blank

7. A fine, closely woven cotton fabric
8. Sports broadcaster lan

9. Popular whodunit board game

10.
12.
14.
19.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

Alkali flats mineral
Large African antelope
It’s delivered most days
Satisfy

Water soaked soil

Of a past era

Chest muscle (slang)
Ribonucleic acid
Doctor of Education
Coffee receptacle

41. Popular baseball movie

43, Group of islands

45, Church building

47. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea

49. Late AC/DC frontman Scott

50. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

55. Thick piece of something

56. Breakfast food

57. One mole of solute per kilogram
of solvent

59. Ancient Greek City

60. Bitterly regret

61. Don’t forget it

62. Dishonorable man

63. Affirmative

64.*  and flows”

29. Where rockstars work

34. International airport in Connecticut
35. Russian river

36. It’s used to make cabins

37. OJ trial judge Lance

39. A means to persuade

40. Short poem

41. A way to begin hostilities with
42, Multi-function radar (abbr.)
44, Joints

45. Blatted

46. Swedish rock group

47, Millisecond

48. _ podrida: Spanish stew

51. Doctors’ group

52. Trunk of a tree

53. Tattle

54. Metrical foot

58. _ Angeles
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UAlbany welcomes Brielle
Bremang of Auburn as part
of largest incoming class in

ALBANY, N.Y. —
The University at Albany
is welcoming Brielle
Bremang of Auburn for
the start of the Fall 2026
semester.

Bremang, who is major-
ing in Political Science, is
among more than 3,500
students to make up the
Class of 2030, mak-
ing Bremang part of the
largest first-year class
in  UAlbany’s history.
Approximately 18,000 stu-
dents are enrolled at the
University this year.

The incoming class
with Bremang was select-
ed from more than 36,000
applications and represents
a 20 percent increase in
first-year enrollment
compared with last year.
Students in the Class of
2030 come from 40 states
and 35 countries, bring-
ing a wide range of back-
grounds and experiences to
UAlbany.

Among this
incoming class:

More than 1,280 stu-

year’s

school’s history

dents are from New York
City.

558 students are from
the Capital District.

512 students are from

Long Island.

451 students joined
the University’s Honors
College.

In addition to the new
freshmen, UAlbany is wel-
coming more than 1,000
transfer students this fall.

“T am delighted to wel-
come these first-year and
transfer students to the
University at Albany, and
I look forward to all they
will accomplish at our uni-
versity. With innovative
new academic programs
that are tied to career
paths, a holistic approach
to student wellbeing, and
a commitment to afford-
ability and accessibility,
UAlbany is a place where
all students can thrive. Our
world-class faculty and
dedicated staff will nur-
ture this newest class of
Great Danes, ensuring they
have the resources, oppor-

tunities, and support they
need to succeed in col-
lege and in their careers,”
said Havidan Rodriguez,
President of the University
at Albany.

After moving into their
residence halls, these new
Great Danes attended the
University’s  traditional
Welcome Week events,
introducing new students
to the campus communi-
ty. The week was high-
lighted by the annual class
photo, followed by the
University’s Convocation
by Candlelight Ceremony.

The large incoming
class reflects strong inter-
est in UAlbany’s contin-
ued investment in student
success. That investment
includes an expanding
portfolio of academic
programs, stronger edu-
cational partnerships and
enhancements to the stu-
dent experience.

About the University at
Albany

The University at Albany
is one of the most diverse

public research institutions
in the nation and a national
leader in educational equi-
ty and social mobility. As
a Carnegie-classified R1
institution, UAlbany facul-
ty and students are advanc-
ing our understanding of
the world in fields like arti-
ficial intelligence, atmo-
spheric and environmental
sciences, business, educa-
tion, public health, social
sciences, criminal justice,
humanities, emergency
preparedness, engineer-
ing, public administration,
and social welfare. Our
courses are taught by an
accomplished roster of fac-
ulty experts with student
success at the center of
everything we do. Through
our parallel commitments
to academic excellence,
scientific discovery, and
service to community,
UAlbany molds bright,
curious, and engaged lead-
ers and launches great
careers.

Dudley Conservation Land Trust
announces fall events

DUDLEY — The
Dudley  Conservation
Land Trust (DCLT) today
announced its vibrant
lineup of upcoming
autumn events designed
to connect communi-
ty members with local
protected open spac-
es. Highlights include
an educational mush-
room forage, the highly
anticipated  celebration
of the newly acquired
Antos Farm sanctuary,
and the Annual Member
Meeting. In tandem with
these gatherings, the
all-volunteer organization
is extending a popular
promotional drive to help
fund ongoing conserva-
tion efforts.

The autumn program-
ming kicks off with a
Mushroom  Foraging
expedition at Wieloch
Woods, located at 380
West Main St. in Dudley,
on Saturday, Sept. 19

from 10 a.m. to noon.
Led by expert mycolo-
gist Jonathan Kranz, this
walk covers the basics of
mushroom ecology, hab-
itat, and safe identifica-
tion. While the event is
entirely free to the pub-
lic, space is limited and
interested  participants
should register ahead of
time on the DCLT Events
Calendar.

The schedule contin-
ues on Sunday, Sept. 27
with the Annual Member
Meeting at the historic
Black Tavern, located at
138 Center Rd. in Dudley,
from 5 to 7 p.m. This
meeting serves as a core
event where active mem-
bers will cast votes for
the incoming Board of
Directors, review accom-
plishments, and discuss
future goals. Attendees
will also enjoy dinner
from The Rose Room,
featuring carefully curat-

ed, locally sourced ingre-
dients. Interested indi-
viduals can sign up for
a yearly membership to
gain voting eligibility and
support local conserva-
tion efforts by visiting the
DCLT Membership Page.

Public  celebrations
resume on Saturday,
Oct. 3 at Antos Farm (90
Marsh Rd., Dudley). The
morning kicks off with a
pre-celebration mini hike
from 8 to 8:45 a.m., giving
community members of
all ages and hiking expe-
rience levels a chance to
explore. The main Antos
Farm event will follow
immediately from 9 to
10 a.m., celebrating the
important acquisition and
commemorating the land-
mark 100th anniversary
of the farm’s founding in
1926. Attendees will have
the unique opportunity
to meet descendants of
the founding family and
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through Dudley and
Oxford. The celebration
ends at 10 a.m., allowing
attendees to head to the
Grange (139 Center Rd.,
Dudley) for the annual
Apple Festival.

To support its ongoing
land preservation goals,
DCLT is extending a pro-
motion offering free mer-
chandise for new recur-
ring monthly pledges.
Anyone who commits to
a monthly recurring gift
of $15 or more before
the start of the annual
meeting on Sept. 27 will
receive a free DCLT hat
or t-shirt. Enrolled sup-
porters can pick up their
merchandise during the
Annual Member Meeting
or at the Dudley Grange
Apple Festival. To sign
up, select the “Monthly”
option on the secure
DCLT Donation Page.

Further details, event
RSVPs, and background
information  available
through DCLT’s new
Web site: https://dudley-
clt.org.
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Help shape Oxford’s future

OXFORD — What should Oxford look
like 10, 20, or even 30 years from now?
That question is at the heart of the Town
of Oxford’s Master Plan process—and res-
idents are being asked to help provide the
answer.

The town is encouraging residents, busi-
ness owners, property owners, and anyone
who has a connection to Oxford to partici-
pate in the Master Plan survey. The survey
provides an opportunity for the community
to share its thoughts about the future of
the town, particularly how Oxford should
approach land use and development.

A Master Plan is more than a planning
document. It establishes a long-term vision
for the community and provides a frame-
work to help guide future decisions about
growth, development, infrastructure, hous-
ing, open space, transportation, and other
issues that affect the character and quality
of life in Oxford.

One of the most important components

of developing a successful Master Plan is
understanding what residents value about
their community—and what they would
like to see change.

Oxford has experienced significant
growth and change over the years, and
additional changes are likely in the future.
Decisions about where and how develop-
ment occurs can have lasting impacts on
neighborhoods, businesses, natural resourc-
es, municipal services, and the overall char-
acter of the community.

The Master Plan survey gives residents a
chance to weigh in on these issues.

Do you think Oxford has the right bal-
ance of residential, commercial, and indus-
trial development? Are there areas where
additional development would make sense?
Are there places where development should
be limited or carefully managed? What
characteristics of Oxford are important to
preserve as the community grows?

These are the types of questions that

community members can help address
through the Master Plan process.

Importantly, residents do not need to be
experts in planning, zoning, or develop-
ment to participate. The survey is designed
to gather the opinions and experiences of
the people who live, work, own proper-
ty, operate businesses, and spend time in
Oxford every day.

Every response helps provide a clear-
er picture of the community’s priorities.
While the survey is only one part of the
Master Plan process, broad participation
will help ensure that the plan reflects the
community rather than the views of only a
small group of residents.

The Master Plan will ultimately serve
as a roadmap for

by taking Master Plan survey

decisions about how land is used and how
future development should occur.

Your participation matters. Whether you
have lived in Oxford for decades or recent-
ly made the community your home, you
have a perspective that can contribute to the
conversation.

Take a few minutes to complete the
Master Plan survey and help shape the
future of Oxford.

Oxford’s future is a community decision.
Make sure your voice is part of it.

To take the survey, visit https://cmrpc.
typeform.com/oxfordmp.

Paper copies are available t Town Hall,
the Public Library, and the Senior Center.

Oxford’s future. It

Strategic Master Plan Committee
seeks public’s mput

WEBSTER — The
Webster Strategic Master
Plan Committee (SMPC)
wants to hear from
Webster residents.

In June, the Board of
Selectmen  appointed
the committee to devel-
op a Strategic Plan that
will guide Webster over
the next decade. The
Committee is in the infor-
mation gathering phase of
the project. It is reach-
ing out via the town’s
NotifyMe system to ask
residents to answer some
questions about Webster.
The answers will provide
a better understanding of
the community’s thoughts
about a future Webster. It
will help lay a basis for
the development of strate-
gic goals and objectives.

The SMPC is not start-
ing from scratch. Webster
is fortunate to have a
wealth of information
available to assist the
Committee in developing
the strategic plan. Key
is the prior Master Plan
which will be updated in
this effort. More recent
plans cover demograph-
ics, economic develop-
ment, land use, hazard
mitigation, community
development, and town
services. These plans
have been generated to
allow the town to apply
for resources in specific
areas. They will be very
useful in building a stra-
tegic plan. One example
is the Community Wide
Preservation Plan issued
last year. It summarizes
Webster’s history as a
mill town and explains

its unique relationship to
Samuel Slater— Father of
the American Industrial
Revolution. But it also
provides solid approaches
to revitalize key areas of
Webster, while preserv-
ing and learning from its
history. In addition to the
call to the community for
their ideas, the SMPC is
updating statistics; con-
ducting focus groups for
business, community, and
government; and doing
interviews.

The SMPC recognizes
that a plan is only useful
if it is used. One key task
is to lay out an approach
for turning the plan from
goals to actions. While
it is too soon to say
what this process will
be, it could include such
things as town annual

action plans and progress
reviews by the Board of
Selectmen. It is the inten-
tion of the Webster Board
of Selectmen to make this
a living plan.

Once the information
gathering phase is done
and the Committee has
evaluated all the infor-
mation, it will begin to
draft long term strategic
goals and objectives. The
drafting phase will begin
in October. A complet-
ed plan is scheduled for
February 2027. You can
follow the progress of the
SMPC on the Webster
town Web site (www.
webster-ma.gov) by going
to the Strategic Master
Plan page. You can also
sign up for NotifyMe on
www.webster-ma.gov.
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identify priorities, Aucoin ”
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Your Neighborhood .
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Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o« Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
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CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

DUDLEY POLICE LOG

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police Department reported the following arrests during the
month of August.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug.
3 for Assaault & Battery on a Family or Household Member.

Edward J. Wright, age 66, of Southbridge was arrested on Aug. 6 in connection with an
out of agency warrant.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug.
8 for Intimidation of a Witness, Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official, Assault with a
Dangerous Weapon, and Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug.
8 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member and Intimidation of a Witness,
Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug.
8 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member, Assault & Battery with a
Dangerous Weapon, and Violation of an Abuse Prevention Order.

Paul Eric Bilodeau, age 56, of Webster was arrested on Aug. 20 for Possession of a
Class E Drug (subsequent offense) and multiple counts of Distribution of a Class B Drug
(subsequent offense).

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on Aug.
22 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member and Intimidation of a Witness,
Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

John Francisco Crosbie, age 49, of Boca Raton, Fla. Was arrested on Aug. 22 for a
Motor Vehicle Lights Violation, Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), and Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

Michael Francis White, age 30, of Dudley was arrested on Aug. 25 for Assault & Battery
with a Dangerous Weapon, Assault & Battery on a Person with an Intellectual Disability,
Wanton Destruction of Property, and Possession of a Firearm (Taser) Without FID Card.

Jadbiel B. Rivera, age 29, of Dudley was arrested on Aug. 28
for Malicious Destruction of Property and in connection with a
warrant.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publica-
tion was arrested on Aug. 31 for Violation of an Abuse Prevention
Order.

WASTE SERVICE , .
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

SPECIAL
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EDITORIAL

A small investment in books can pay
dividends for years

There are few gifts simpler than a book.
There are also few that can continue giving
long after the wrapping paper is gone.

For 351 young children in Webster, a
new book arriving in the mail has become
a regular part of growing up. Through
the Friends of the Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library’s partnership with Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library, children from birth to
age five can receive age-appropriate books
at home at no cost to their families.

That is the kind of program whose value
can be easy to underestimate.

A book delivered to a toddler is not
merely another object for the bookshelf. It
can become part of a bedtime routine. It can
introduce a new word, spark a question or
inspire an imaginative game the next morn-
ing. It can give a parent and child 15 quiet
minutes together at the end of a busy day.

Most importantly, it helps establish the
idea that books belong in a child’s everyday
life.

Dolly Parton launched the Imagination
Library in 1995 with a remarkably straight-
forward goal: Encourage children to devel-
op a lifelong love of reading. Since then,
the program has distributed more than 300
million books and now mails more than
three million books each month to children
in several countries.

Those numbers are impressive, but the
numbers that matter most locally are much
smaller.

There are 351 Webster children currently
participating, and another 141 have already
“graduated” after reaching age five.

That means hundreds of Webster families
have already experienced a program that
did not exist locally until the Friends of the
Gladys E. Kelly Public Library became a
program partner in 2024.

It is also important to recognize that the
books are free to families, but they are not
free to provide. Local partners are respon-
sible for enrolling eligible children and
contributing an average of $2.60 per child
each month toward the wholesale cost of
books and mailing.

That is a modest amount for one child.
Multiply it across hundreds of children and
an entire year, however, and it represents a
meaningful community commitment.

It is a commitment worth making.

Communities spend considerable time
discussing education after children enter
the classroom. School budgets, curriculum,
test scores and facilities naturally receive
attention because they are important. Yet
learning begins years before a child walks
through a Kindergarten classroom door.

Reading aloud introduces children to
language. Turning pages teaches them how
books work. Talking about pictures encour-
ages observation. Hearing the same favorite
story for what may seem like the hundredth
time helps build familiarity with words and
ideas.

The Imagination Library also has an
important quality that makes it particularly
well suited to a community program: It
is available without regard to a family’s
income. A child does not have to demon-
strate financial need to deserve books. The
goal is simply to put books into the homes
of young children and encourage reading.

Webster should be proud that its library
community has embraced that mission.

Public libraries have always been places
where people can encounter ideas regard-
less of the size of their bank account.
Helping a child build a home library before
reaching school age is a natural extension
of that principle.

The best measure of the program’s suc-
cess may eventually be found not in statis-
tics but in memories.

Years from now, some Webster chil-
dren may remember waiting for an enve-
lope containing their next book. They may
remember a particular story their parents
read again and again. Some may eventually
read those same books to younger siblings
or even their own children.

For now, there are still more Webster
children who can become part of that story.

Families with eligible children should
learn about the program, and the broad-
er community should recognize the work
required to keep it going.

At roughly the price of a cup of coffee
each month, helping put a book into the
hands of a child seems like a remarkably
good investment in Webster’s future.

Viewpoint

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Labor Day goes hand in hand with democracy

To the Editor:

Labor Day and democracy, for me, go
hand in hand. Democracy, a system of
government for the people by the people
based on the rule of law. Labor Day, a day
observed nationally and acknowledge by
law in 1894 to honor the men and women in
our nation who provide the propulsion for
our economy through their work and inno-
vation. Both Labor Day and democracy are
long term commitments to our indepen-
dence, freedoms and enjoyable way of life.

Democracy is where we the people elect
qualified representatives and leaders that
support the notion of universal human
good, benefit for all, fairness, tranquility
and the rule of law. Labor is where partici-
pants are eligible for their fair share of the
common good and the dignity of an earned
livelihood. Both democracy and labor sup-
port the norms of democracy and adher-
ence to the US constitution. Additionally,
democracy and labor support public educa-
tion, research to solve our common prob-
lems, invites committed intellectuals to our
shores to invent, innovate, start new needed
enterprise’s. It also is a system where doc-
tors and patients decide on their care, not
the government.

Both democracy and labor are under fero-
cious attack from our elected and unelected
government leadership ... full stop. When
our elected representatives ignore the US
constitution, seek to limit our ability to
vote, seek to harm our workers from orga-
nizing, fail to make a living wage a priority
for workers, seek to attack and deport our
neighbors because they do not look or talk
like us, seek to kill citizens in the streets by
exercising their right to question authority,
seek to eliminate our healthcare and food
assistance and vaccinations against life
threatening disease ... That’s a problem.

In a functioning democracy, problems
get fixed at the ballot box and by public
response and voice, absent of the fear that
is being imposed on us. Fear is cheap and
easy to use to distract from the common
good. Becoming fully informed with truth-
ful information is important. The ballot box
provides an active performance evaluation
for people elected to work for us nation-
wide. I would encourage everyone to start
that evaluation and necessary course cor-
rection this November and beyond.

BiLL MAy
DUDLEY

Sept. 29: The choice before Dudley

To the Editor:

T'understand why some residents are frus-
trated that another Proposition 2% override
is on the ballot. Dudley voters rejected an
override in June, and less than four months
later they are being asked again. It is fair to
ask whether the Town heard the first vote.

We did.

The June request was $1,985,187. The
September request is $717,630 — approx-
imately $1.27 million less. Most of the
June proposal is gone. What remains is
limited to maintaining two police officers,
two firefighter/paramedics and Highway
staffing and operations that support road
maintenance, snow removal, tree work and
other basic services.

These are not new programs or an expan-
sion of the Town government. They are
existing employees and services. A majori-
ty of the Board of Selectmen believes they
should be maintained. I agree.

The June vote mattered. The September
request is nearly two-thirds smaller
because of it. Rather than simply make the
remaining reductions, the Board substan-
tially narrowed the request and decided
residents should make the final decision
about whether these services are worth
maintaining.

Some will say we have heard warnings
about public-safety reductions before and
they never happened. The history is import-
ant. Dudley went to the voters three times
during the 2023 budget crisis. The first two
override attempts failed. In August 2023,
voters were presented with five separate
questions and approved three — public
safety, the library and the increased school
assessment. The public-safety positions at
risk were maintained because voters ulti-
mately provided the revenue to maintain
them.

Something else has changed since 2023.
Three of our five Selectmen have changed,
and we have a different Town Accountant.
Different elected officials and a different
financial professional have reviewed the
numbers and asked their own questions.
Yet a majority of today’s Board has reached
essentially the same conclusion: eventually
further reductions stop being efficiencies
and begin reducing basic services.

Thatdoesn’t mean residents have to agree,
but I think it matters. This isn’t simply the
same group of people repeating the same
recommendation three years later. Different
people, with responsibility for balancing
the budget today, have looked at the num-
bers and arrived at much the same place.

There is no popularity to be gained by asking
residents to increase their own taxes. There
is no joy in doing it. Under Proposition 2/,
we cannot make that decision for you. Only
the voters can. Our responsibility is to tell
you when we believe the revenue is neces-
sary and what happens if it isn’t available.

The override itself is estimated to add
approximately 39 cents per $1,000 of

assessed value to whatever the FY2027
tax rate would otherwise be. Using the
FY2026 average single-family assessment
of $449928, that is about $175 per year,
or $14.62 per month. That is real money,
particularly when families are dealing with
many of the same rising costs affecting the
Town, and I don’t minimize it.

There is another issue on Sept. 29 that
is equally important. Dudley and Charlton
voters will decide whether to authorize
$11.18 million in school capital borrow-
ing, while Dudley voters will separately
decide whether our approximately $5 mil-
lion share should be paid through a debt
exclusion.

The distinction matters because rejecting
the debt exclusion does not necessarily
reject the debt.

If the district borrowing passes, Dudley
owes its share. Without the debt exclu-
sion, those payments would come from
the Town’s existing operating budget —
the same budget that funds Police, Fire,
Highway and every other municipal depart-
ment. The current financing projection
shows Dudley’s annual payment reaching
approximately $739,000 at its peak, rough-
ly the size of the entire public-safety and
Highway override.

That isn’t a scare tactic or an argument
for or against the school projects. It is
how the financing works. A vote against
borrowing and a vote against the proposed
way of paying for borrowing that has
already been authorized can have very
different consequences. Residents should
understand that distinction before voting.

On Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the Dudley
Municipal Complex, the board will hold
a public information session. Our Town
Accountant, Principal Assessor, Treasurer/
Collector and I will be there. If you think
there are other places to cut, ask us. If
you question the tax calculation, ask
us to show you. If the debt exclusion
is confusing, we will walk through it.

You don’t have to agree with our rec-
ommendation, but you should expect
us to explain it, defend the num-
bers and answer the difficult questions.

The June vote was clear, and the board
responded. What remains is what a
majority of a substantially different
Board believes is necessary to main-
tain Police, Fire/EMS and Highway
services. I believe it is necessary too.

We will make our case, show
our work and answer the ques-
tions. Then the decision is yours.

On Sept. 29, that is exactly where it belongs.

Sincerely,
JONATHAN RUDA
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
DUDLEY

Letters to the Editor must include t

Letter submission thcy

e author’s name, address, and a daytime phone
number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters sub-
mitted without all of the required information will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies
our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any
time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

The windows
are open
again

There is a particular day every September
when I realize the windows are open.
Nobody announces it.

LANTERNS There is no family
ALONG meeting where we agree
that summer humidity

MAIN has officially ended and
STREET authorize the reopening
———————— of the house. One day,
By CHARLES  (he air conditioner is

humming away, doing
its best to keep the living
room from feeling like the inside of a baked
potato, and a few days later there is a breeze
coming through the kitchen window. That
first open-window day is one of my favorite
days of the year.

I noticed it the other morning when I
came downstairs. The house was quiet, and
somewhere outside I could hear a truck
backing up. Farther away, somebody was
running a lawn mower. There were birds
making whatever announcements birds feel
compelled to make at 6:30 in the morning.
And I could hear all of it because the win-
dows were open.

Summer tends to seal us inside. When
it gets hot enough, we close the windows,
turn on the air conditioning and create our
own little climate-controlled worlds. The
houses along the street might be only 30
feet apart, but everybody is tucked inside
behind closed windows.

September changes that. Suddenly, the
neighborhood comes back. You hear some-
one calling the dog. You hear a screen door
slam. You hear a kid bouncing a basketball
in a driveway.

Somebody is doing something involving
a power tool that apparently needs to begin
before breakfast. You smell somebody’s
coffee in the morning and somebody else’s
dinner at night. And every once in a while,
you hear a conversation you weren’t sup-
posed to hear.

That is when you quietly move away
from the window and remind yourself that
good neighbors occasionally need to pre-
tend they are deaf.

Open windows were simply part of life
when I was growing up. We didn’t think of
fresh air as an amenity. It was the cooling
system.

You opened every window you could,
and if the house was still hot, you found a
fan. The fan was usually about 40 years old,
weighed as much as a lawn mower and had
metal blades capable of propelling a small
aircraft.

Safety standards were apparently more of
a suggestion back then.

At night, an open bedroom window
brought in all the sounds of the neigh-
borhood. Cars passing. Crickets. A dog
barking three streets over. Sometimes, you
could hear a radio playing somewhere.
Eventually, those sounds faded into the
background and you fell asleep. I hadn’t
thought much about that until recently.

Modern life has become remarkably
good at separating us from our surround-
ings. Cars have climate control. Houses
have climate control. Offices have climate
control. We put earbuds in when we walk.
We can travel from our garage to a parking
lot to a building and barely experience the
outdoors at all.

Then September arrives in Massachusetts
and gives us a brief stretch when the best
temperature-control system is a wooden
frame, a screen and a little cooperation from
Mother Nature. It doesn’t last long.

Soon enough, one of those chilly morn-
ings will arrive when somebody says,
“Why is it freezing in here?” The windows
will come down. Then the heat will go on.

And before long we’ll be standing beside
the thermostat having the annual household
debate over what temperature constitutes
“perfectly comfortable” and what tempera-
ture constitutes “Do you think we’re made
of money?”

For now, though, the windows are open.
The curtains move a little when the breeze
comes through. The house smells differ-
ent. The neighborhood sounds closer. It
is a small thing, certainly. But the older I
get, the more convinced I become that the
calendar doesn’t really tell us when the
seasons change.

The little things do. The first morning,
you need a sweatshirt. The first leaf you
notice in the driveway. The first time you
see apples stacked outside a farm stand.

And that September morning when you
walk into the kitchen, hear the neighbor-
hood outside and realize somebody has
opened the windows again.

That is when you know fall is on its way.
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PEARLE .. CRAWFORD LIBRARY

40  Schofield Ave.,
Dudley

508-949-8021

To register for events or
sign up for the newsletter,
go to www.crawfordlibrary.
org or call 508-949-8021.

The Library will be
closed on September 7th in
observance of Labor Day.

The September featured
artist is Jim Socki. A vari-
ety of his pieces will be on
display for you to enjoy in
the Fels Room whenever

the Library is open.

Gentle Yoga

Every Monday-NO
SESSION Monday,
September 7th

10:00-11:00

Join yoga instructor

Patricia for a traditional “on
the mat” yoga class with
chair yoga modifications.
This truly is a one-size-
fits-all class. Bring your
own mat. Wear layers, do
not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours
before class. Registration is
required.

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday
10:00-12:30 Fels

Community Room

The game consists of
players competing to form
distinct sets or pairs of
tiles, similar to gin rummy.
Everyone is welcome; reg-
istration is not required.

Quilting Group

Every Wednesday

1:30- 3:30

All quilters and would-be
quilters are invited to join
our new group. Bring your
projects!

Knit & Crochet Group

Every Thursday 5:30-
7:45 and Friday 10:00-
12:00.

All stitchers are welcome
to this informal group. Bring
your project and enjoy the
company!

Yoga with Buffy

Every Friday

10:00-11:00

Join Buffy for Friday
Yoga! Take time to relax,
stretch, and recharge at
this weekly Friday session.
Registration is required:
wideopenyoga@ gmail.
com. A co-payment is
required to attend.

Birding Tours: A Tool for
Conservation

Thursday,
10th

6:00- 7:00

Join us for a talk explor-
ing the primary drivers of
decline in birds, the threats
they face as our climate
changes and human-in-
duced habitat loss continues
and how individuals can
make a difference in their
own backyards and through
ecotourism.

September

The Office of State
Representative John Marsi

Monday, September 14th

10:00-11:00

A representative from the
Office of John Marsi will
be here to answer questions.

Pearle’s
Group

Monday, September 14th

4:00-5:30

Let’s regrow our gene-
alogy group! Facilitated
by Patricia M. St. Marie,
Professional Genealogist.

Genealogy

Violin Voyages

Monday, September 14th

6:00-7:00

Violin Voyages: Music
from Around the World
with Abigail Epplett. Let
the music transport you
around the world, inspire
your imagination, and cre-
ate a warm, memorable
experience. Come relax, lis-
ten, and enjoy the timeless
beauty of violin music.

Create a Button Heart

WWW.SI()IICbI’idgCPI'CSS.COIII stonebridgepress.news -

Sign
Thursday,
17th
6:00-7:00
Get creative with this
fun and easy craft! Paint
colorful wooden buttons
and arrange them into a
beautiful heart design on
a wooden sign. Perfect for
all skill levels, this charm-
ing handmade decoration is
a wonderful way to enjoy
some creative time and
make something special to
take home. Registration is
required. Ages 17+

September

Facial Scrub Workshop

Monday, September 21st

6:00-7:00

Enroll in this hands-on
workshop where you’ll
learn to craft two different
scrubs using simple pan-
try staples like sugars, oat-
meal, a delightful array of
carrier oils, and aromatic
essential oils. We’ll dive
into the properties, benefits,
and proper usage of each
ingredient, emphasizing a
100% natural approach with
no added preservatives.
This workshop is absolute-
ly perfect for both begin-
ners and anyone seeking to
venture into the world of
homemade exfoliants. Each
participant will take home
two beautifully packaged 2
oz. jars of scrubs alongside
comprehensive information
that will empower them to
create countless batches in
the future.

Registration is required.
Ages 17+

Crawford Library Book
Group

Thursday,
24th

1776 by
McCullough

6:00-7:30

Books are available at the
circulation desk for check-
out one month before the
discussion.

No Registration Required

September

David

The Missing Piece Puzzle
Race

Thursday, September
24th

6:00-7:30

Teams will compete

against each other, with the
ultimate goal of completing
a puzzle faster than their
opponents.  Registration
is required- ONLY
ONE PERSON FROM
EACH TEAM SHOULD
REGISTER. Teams can
have up to six members.
The first team to assemble
the puzzle wins!

Dudley  Board  of
Selectmen Office Hours

Saturday, September 26th

10:00-12:00

Have a question, con-
cern, or idea to share? Stop
by the Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library during
Board of Selectmen Office
Hours. This is an informal
opportunity to meet with
members of the Board, ask
questions, discuss town
issues, and learn more
about what’s happening in
the community. No appoint-
ment iS necessary—resi-
dents are welcome to drop
in during the scheduled
office hours. There might
even be refreshments!

“Cook the Book” Book
Club-Today Loves Food;
Recipes from America’s
Favorite Kitchen

Monday, September 28th

6:00-7:00

“Cook The Book” Book
Club will meet on the 4th
Monday of every month at
6:00

You will pick one recipe
from the book selected for
the month-the dishes don’t
have to be complicated or
fancy, any recipe from the
book is fair game, except
alcoholic beverages-sorry!
Prepare the recipe at home
and share it at the library.

We cannot reheat or keep
food warm, so consider this
when choosing your recipe.

You are responsible for
bringing serving utensils.
We will provide paper
goods and utensils for eat-

ing.

Children’s & Family
Programming

Storytime with Polly

Every Monday at 10:00-
10:45

For ages 2.5-5 and their
caregiver (but babies and
toddlers are welcome to join
as well!)

Join us for stories, songs,
fingerplays, scarves, shaker
eggs, moving our bodies to
music, activities, bubbles, a
craft, and free play!

Wiggles & Giggles for
Littles

Sept. 17, 24, and Oct. 1,
8,15,22,29

10:15 - 10:45 am

YFCP is pleased to offer a
FREE 7-week music series
for children, ages 6-24
months, with a parent/care-
giver. Ms. Laine will intro-
duce music, movement,
instruments and stories to
your little ones. Registration
is required. Please note, you
are registering for a 7-week
series.

This series is sponsored
by the YMCA Family &
Community  Partnership
(YFCP) and hosted by
the Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library. YFCPisa
Massachusetts Coordinated
Family & Community
Engagement (CFCE) grant
funded by the Department
of Early Education & Care
and awarded to the YMCA
of Central Massachusetts.
REGISTRATION
REQUIRED

Wiggles & Giggles

Sept. 17, 24, and Oct. 1,
8,15,22,29

11:00 - 12:00

Join YFCP and Ms.
Laine for a FREE 7-week
music series held here at the
Pearle L. Crawford Library.
Children (ages 2-5) with a
parent/caregiver, will sing,
move, play musical instru-
ments, learn rhythm, and
listen to stories. Siblings are
welcome. Please note, you
are registering for a 7-week
series.

This series is sponsored
by the YMCA Family &
Community  Partnership
(YFCP) and hosted by
the Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library. YFCPis a
Massachusetts Coordinated
Family & Community
Engagement (CFCE) grant
funded by the Department
of Early Education & Care
and awarded to the YMCA
of Central Massachusetts.
REGISTRATION

REQUIRED
Pokemon Club
Thursday, September
17th
6:00-6:45

Do you love everything
Pokemon? Join us for
Pokemon Club where you
can meet other Pokemon
fans and trade cards if you
want to! Best for ages 6 and
up. No registration required.
This is not a drop off pro-
gram.

Make Your Own Stuffie-
Spots the Pigles

Friday, September 25th

2:00-2:45

Join us to make an ador-
able NO SEW stuffed piglet
to call your very own! We’ll
supply all the materials,
including a rainbow wish-
ing star to place inside your
stuffie, and a take-home bag
with a birth certificate! This
program is for ages 6-12
and registration is required.
(Please note that there is
another program in a few
weeks to make a different
stuffie - please only choose
ONE session.)

GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday-
Thursday 9 a.m.-8§ p.m.;
Friday 9 am.-1 p.m.

JOIN
LIST!

OUR MAILING
Want to receive
updates about our upcom-
ing events? Sign up for
email alerts by visiting our
website or contacting our
Adult Services Librarian
Jessica Fontaine at jfon-
taine@cwmars.org

Special Events
Friends of the Library
Annual Meeting — Thursday,
September 17th at 6:00pm
The Library staff
will present statistics and
accomplishments from the
previous fiscal year. The
Friends will also update
members regarding the
state of the organization.
All Friends of the Gladys
E. Kelly Public Library are
invited to attend.

Elephantand Piggie Party!
— Saturday, September 19th
10:30-11:30am

It’s time for an Elephant
and Piggie Party! Drop by
for silly activities, themed
snacks, and the chance to
meet Elephant and Piggie
themselves.

Bites, Books, and
Blooms: Friends of the
Library Annual Fundraiser
— Wednesday, September
23rd at 6:00pm

Enjoy local hors
d’oeuvres, beverages,
music, and books in bloom.
A magical night of stunning
floral displays inspired by
books, plus local food and
live music! Proceeds benefit
the Friends of the library.
This is a ticketed event. You
must purchase a ticket to
participate.

Goose  Returns!! -
Saturday, September 26th
at 11:00am

Join us in welcom-
ing back our dear friend
Goose, the Water Monitor
Lizard. Our pals from
Rainforest Reptile Shows
will be here with Goose to
welcome him back to where
his lore began.

Adult Programming

Literacy  Volunteers:
ESL Classes — Tuesdays at
6:00pm

The Literacy

Cafe is a free week-
ly English conversation
class offered by Literacy
Volunteers of South Central
Massachusetts (LVSCM).
This class is free to attend
and is open to all adults. For
more information, email us
at info@lvscm.org.

Grief Support Group
— 2nd Monday and 4th
Saturday of the Month
(6:30pm on Mondays;
10:00am on Saturdays) in
the Local History Room

Losing a loved one
is never easy. Please know
that you are not alone. If
you need support in try-
ing to navigate the changes
in your life, join us in a
place of safety and comfort
with others who have also
experienced loss. This grief
support group is a place to
find understanding as we
explore our grief, share cop-

[ IBRARY

ing strategies, and begin to
heal.

Yoga -
9:15am

Join Meg at the Gladys
E. Kelly Library for a vin-
yasa yoga class for all lev-
els. A typical class involves
centering the mind with
the breath, aromatherapy,
movement of the body to
release energetic blockag-
es, and, finally, rest and
relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of
the Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library.

Saturdays at

Afternoon Tea Party
for Adults — Thursday,
September 10th at 3:00pm

Join us in celebrat-
ing our chamomile harvest!
Our Garden Committee has
been hard at work this sum-
mer tending to our beautiful
garden, and it’s time to cel-
ebrate with afternoon tea!
Don your finest tea party
attire (if you want to!) and
join us for a spot of tea and
some sweets. This program
is for adults and requires
registration.

Grow  Your  Local
Business in the Era of
Al-Monday, September
14th at 6:30—7:30 PM

Join Himan for
a workshop designed to
help local business owners
understand how to use Al in
practical ways to grow their
business, reduce costs, and
improve customer engage-
ment—without requiring
technical experience.

Adult Book Group -
Wednesday, September
16th at 6:30pm

Join the adult book
group for their monthly
book discussion! This group
meets on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month. September’s
title is Atmosphere by
Taylor Jenkins Reid.

Programming for All
Ages

Library for All: Crafts
—Mondays and Fridays at
10am

Library for All
is an inclusive program
for teens and adults of all
abilities and their care-
givers. Please let us know
if you need any special
accommodations! Join us
every Monday and Friday!
September-February, the
crafts will rotate between
coloring and painting. We’ll
provide the space and sup-
plies, you bring the creativi-

ty!

Puzz Fest — Thursday,
September 17th at 6:00pm
Assemble  your
team (up to 5 people!) and
join us to see which team
can complete their puzzle
first. We’ll have snacks to
keep you fueled as you tack-
le your 500 piece jigsaw.
Registration is required.

Children’s and Young
Adult Programming
NEW Toddler Storytime
— Mondays, 10:30am
STARTS on September
14th
Join us every
Monday from 10:30-
11:30am for a storytime
designed for toddlers and
their caregivers! We’ll read
stories, sing songs, and
enjoy fingerplays together

before diving into hands-on
sensory free play. Together
we’ll build early literacy
skills, spark curiosity, and
discover the joy of learning
through play!

Creators Club — Mondays
at 4:00pm
Come  explore
our Creators Club, where
each month features a new
theme highlighting a dif-
ferent art supply for kids to
experiment with and turn
into their own masterpiec-
es! September’s Theme:
Library Card Holders!
Celebrate Library Card
sign-up Month with your
very own card holder. All
creations left behind will be
displayed in the Children’s
program room for the rest
of the month.

Tiny Groovers —Tuesdays
at 10:30am Returns on
September 8th!

Join Miss Paige
for a groovy storytime!
Toddlers ages 2-5 and their
caregivers will dance to
popular kids’ tunes while
using instruments and play-
ful props, and enjoy an
interactive story each week.

Mighty  Builders -
Tuesdays at 4:00pm Returns
on September 8th!

Unleash creativity
in our free-build program
featuring LEGOs, magnet
tiles, wooden blocks, mar-
ble runs, and more!

Kim the LEGO Lady —
Tuesday, September 15th
and 22nd at 4:00pm

Do you love build-
ing, creating, and having fun
with LEGO? Look no fur-
ther! Kim the LEGO Lady
is here and we want YOU to
be part of our LEGO CLUB
adventure. Join us for inter-
active building challenges,
new skills and create fabu-
lous imaginative builds. For
ages 5 to 11. Registration is
required.

Storytime and Apples at
Lapsley Orchard — Friday,
September 18th at 4:00pm

It’s apple picking
season! Join us for a spe-
cial storytime at the Lapsley
Orchard in Pomfret, CT
as families join in for a
story, a small craft, and
then pick some apples to
bring home. Families who
register should meet Miss
Paige and Jess at Lapsley
Orchard 10 minutes prior
to the program to check in.
Free parking is available
on premise. Registration is
required. You only need to
register for one member as a
follow up question will con-
firm how many are in your
group. Rain Date: Saturday,
September 25th at 4:00 PM

Snack Club: Apple
Treats, Monday, September
21st at 5:30pm

Snack Club is
back! Each month, kids
ages 7-12 will get to make
their own tasty treats or try
out fun new flavors with
friends. This month’s snack:
Apple Treats! Due to lim-
ited supplies, this program
requires registration. Please
only sign up your child if
they fall within the required
age range

SEND US YOUR NEWSI!II

Email Us,

news@
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Samuel Slater Experience hosting author talk
with Chloe Chapin

WEBSTER — Samuel
Slater Experience will host
an historical talk, A Perfect
Fit: Samuel Slater’s Mills,
Daniel Webster’s Wardrobe,
and the Fashioning of a
Republic by author Chloe
Chapin. The program will
be held on Saturday, Sept.
12 at 11 a.m. at the muse-
um, 31 Ray St., Webster.

Samuel Slater

and Daniel Webster were
towering figures in nine-
teenth-century  America,
united by friendship,
a Massachusetts town,
and a textile revolution.
While Slater is famous for
his cotton mill in Rhode
Island, he also helped
establish America’s first
woolen mills in Webster,
Massachusetts.  Slater’s

friend Daniel Webster was
not a handsome man, but
boy did he love to have
his portrait painted. Images
of Webster show he was
a very fashionable dresser,
dressing in the most cur-
rent fashions for suits. In
this talk, dress historian
and former Broadway cos-
tumer Chloe Chapin uses
these two men to tell the

story of American industry
and men’s fashion. She will
explore how the rise of fac-
tory-produced cottons and
woolens allowed American
statesmen to project power,
civility, and republican
equality through the dark,
tailored suit. Drawing from
her new book, Suitable,
Chapin reveals how the
mills of New England wove

the fabric of the modern
man.

This talk is free host-
ed at the Samuel Slater
Experience in Webster.
The talk will be approxi-
mately one hour, followed
by a short Q&A session
and opportunity for book
signing. Copies of Chapin’s
newly published book,
Suitable, will be available

for purchase at the Samuel
Slater Experience shop.
Attendees will receive a
small discount card to use
toward museum admis-
sion. Register for this talk
by calling 508-461-2955,
or emailing admin@samu-
elslaterexperience.org.

Auburn resident sets out to raise awareness for
Frontotemporal Degeneration

REGION — The Jim Tobin Memorial is inviting the
community to support two upcoming events dedicated to
raising awareness of Frontotemporal Degeneration (FTD),
advancing research, and advocating for families affected

by the disease.

The Third Annual Jim Tobin Memorial Golf Tournament

~_ Restaurant « Bar « Banquet
1992 Victory Hwy (Rt 102)
Glendale, RI'» 401-568-6996

OPEN: Thur 4-9pm, Fri 4-10pm, Sat 4-10pm, Sun 12-8pm

£ BELLARESTAURANTANDBANQUET.COM

will be held on Saturday, Sept. 26 at Holden Hills Country
Club. Registration is now open for foursomes at $500
per team, and individuals who do not golf are welcome
to attend the Italian buffet lunch for $40 with advance
registration. The event will also feature raffles, contests,
and sponsorship opportunities. Net proceeds will benefit

the Frontotemporal Disorders Research Center at

UMass Chan Medical School and The Association
for Frontotemporal Degeneration (AFTD).

On Sunday, Sept. 6, Auburn resident and David
Prouty High School graduate Devyn Tobin will take
on the “From Lab to Legislator” Walk, a 40-mile
one-man journey from UMass Chan Medical
School in Worcester to the Massachusetts State
House in Boston. Wearing a 40-pound weighted

University of Rhode Island
celebrates new graduates during

vest to symbolize the weight FTD places on families,
he hopes to increase public awareness, support research,
and encourage legislative action for those living with

Frontotemporal Degeneration.

Both events honor the memory of Jim Tobin, a long-
time Spencer resident, Air Force veteran, husband, father,
and grandfather who lived with FTD. Many members of
the Tobin family, including Jim’s wife, continue to call
Spencer home and hope the community will join them in
honoring Jim’s legacy and supporting efforts to improve
the lives of families affected by FTD.

For golf registration, sponsorship information, or to learn
more about the awareness walk, contact jimtobinmemo-
rial@gmail.com or visit the Jim Tobin Memorial social

media pages.

Every Thursday and Sunday We Offer:

;Zaim/é; \S)ng/e
Mo Con Eut

CHICKEN &
ROAST BEEF

with bread, salad, pasta & potato
not applicable for

$23000Pp larger parties
PRIME RIB $39y

Tax and gratuity are not included. Excluding Holidays.

2026 Commencement

KINGSTON, RJI. — The
University of Rhode Island cele-
brated more 4,000 of its newest
alumni during the University’s 2026
Commencement. Approximately
3,800 undergraduate degrees and
900 graduate degrees were con-
veyed to students during the cer-
emonies which took place May
15-17,2026.

Among the graduates were:

Nathan Jette of Auburn graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering

Jasmyn Gates of Auburn grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science,
Kinesiology

Alexa Reheuser of Auburn grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science,

Textile Fash Merch & Design

Austin Giarnese of Dudley grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Arts,
Criminology & Criminal Justice

Tori Masiello of Oxford gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science in
Animal and Veterinary Science

Keirsten Doud of Dudley gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science in
Nutrition

About the University of Rhode
Island

The University of Rhode Island
is a diverse and dynamic commu-
nity whose members are connected
by a common quest for knowl-
edge. As a global education leader
and the state of Rhode Island’s

flagship public research institution,
URI offers distinctive opportunities
designed to meet the global chal-
lenges of today’s world and the
rapidly evolving needs of tomor-
row. Founded in 1892, URI now
enrolls more than 18,000 students
and offers more than 200 degree
programs across nine schools and
colleges. As a land- and sea-grant
institution, URI is a key driver of
economic development in Rhode
Island and contributes significant-
ly to the health and vitality of the
state, the New England region, and
the nation. To learn more, visit: uri.
edu.

Elijah
Age 10

busy.

Massachusetts.

Registration #9241
park. He especially enjoys opportunities to get outside, explore, and stay

# o Fridap’s Child 4+

Elijah (“Eli”) is a sweet,
kind, resilient, and lova-
ble young boy who brings
warmth and positivity
wherever he goes. Eli
has a bright and cheer-
ful personality, and his
smile and enthusiasm
can quickly make those
around him feel comfort-
able and welcomed. He
loves being active and
enjoys playing basket-
ball, going for a swim,
and spending time at the

When it’s time to slow down, Eli enjoys reading and getting creative
through arts and crafts. He appreciates spending time with others and is
naturally social, making connections with the people around him. Eli has
a wonderful ability to bring people together and enjoys participating in ac-
tivities where he can interact, laugh, and share experiences with others.
He approaches new experiences with a positive attitude and continues to
show resilience when faced with challenges. Eli’'s kindness, warmth, and
infectious positivity make him a joy to be around, and his caring personality
shines through in the way he interacts with others.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/27712856128
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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Dudley sets public
information meeting on
Sept. 29 Special Election

DUDLEY — he
Dudley Board of Selectmen
has called a special election
seeking voter approval for
two ballot questions.

The Board has set a
Public Information Meeting
for 6:30 p.m. Sept. 14 at
the Dudley Municipal
Complex, 71 West Main
St., where Dudley residents
are invited to learn more
about the Town’s Special
Election comprising two
ballot questions.

Question 1 seeks voter
approval to override the
limits of Proposition 2% for

$717,630 to protect Police,
Fire, and Highway services
from budget cuts.

Question 2 seeks
voter approval to debt
exclude from the limits of
Proposition 25 a sum of
$5,018,583 over 14 years
to fund the town’s share of
Dudley-Charlton Regional
School District’s proposed
capital borrowing.

The Dudley-Charlton
Regional School Committee
has called a district-wide
special election in both
Dudley and Charlton seek-
ing voter approval to bor-

row $11,183,734 for capital
improvements across all
seven district schools.

The School District and
Town special elections
will be held concurrently
on September 29. Voters
in Dudley will receive two
separate ballots. For more
information, visit

https://www.dudleyma.
gov/m/newsflash/Home/
Detail/149.

Polls will be open for
both special elections from
noon to 8 p.m. on Sept.
29 at the Dudley Municipal
Complex.

Girl Scout troops welcome
new members

AUBURN — Girls
entering grades K and 1 in
the fall are invited to join
Troop 65600, which meets
in Auburn every other
Tuesday 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
and Troop 655999, which
meets every other Thursday
in Dudley from 6-7:15 p.m.
Girl membership regis-
tration fee is $111, and is
active until September 30,
2027. Financial Assistance
is available.

Girl Scouts is the pre-
mier organization for girls
to learn about leadership,
financial literacy, life
skills, the outdoors, com-
munity service, science and

technology.

Girl Scout programming
is customizable for all types
of learners!

Previous Girl Scout expe-
rience is not necessary.

You can register for a
spot in the troop at https:/
g0.gscwm.org/troop65600

Questions? Email info@
gscwm.org or call 508-365-
0115.

About  Girl  Scouts
of Central and Western
Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of Central
and Western Massachusetts
serves nearly 6,000 girls
in grades K through 12

with the strong support of
over 2,500 adult volun-
teers in 186 towns and cit-
ies in central and western
Massachusetts. The Girl
Scout program allows girls
to discover the fun, friend-
ship, and power of girls
together while building
their personal leadership
qualities. GSCWM  sup-
ports girls by giving them
extraordinary opportunities
to explore, experience, and
learn about their world and
helps girls recognize that
they are vital members of
their communities.
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Ticket Sales begin Aug. 24
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Poets at Large
presents Knowles and
Aeroelastic Flutter

POMFRET — Poets at Large will con-
tinue its seventh season on Saturday night,
September 26th with two disparate types
of poetry. The show begins at 7 p.m.
at The Vanilla Bean Café, 450 Deerfield
Rd. in Pomfret, and featured that night
will be Frederick-Douglass Knowles II and
performance artist duo Aeroelastic Flutter.
Suggested donation is $10.

Aecroelastic Flutter is a spoken word
and sound collaboration, combining the
often-absurdist poetry of Jim Whitten with
the guitar work and sound exploration of
Nicholas Pecsok. Their project experiments
with lo-fi audio and borderline performance
art, challenging audiences to reevaluate how
poetry can be performed and defined.

Poets at Large has brought over 150 pub-
lished and awarded poets to the area since
2020 and dozens of people have participated
in the open mic portions during that time.
Poets at Large is a project of Windham Arts.
All events are ADA compliant and are rec-

Knowles is a Hartford Poet Laureate
| Emeritus, an English Professor at CT
State Community College and author of
“BlackRoseCity” (Author House 2011).
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Courfesy

A Book in Bloom from Flower Garden Florist & Gifts of Webster.

WEBSTER — Don’t
miss out! The fourth
annual gala event, “Bites,
Books and Blooms” is
coming to the Gladys E.
Kelly (Webster) Library on
Wednesday, Sept. 23, from
6 to 8 p.m. The Friends of
the Library invite you to
an evening of live music,
food, a beer and wine cash
bar, and, of course, Books
in Bloom. Local florists,
clubs, churches and some
crafty individuals are busy
designing displays made
from flowers and whatever
props spring to their imag-
inations to represent their
chosen book or poem.

For example, Flower
Garden of Webster created
this take on Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets
featuring Hedwig in some
mood-setting  vegetation.

Owner Lisa Grzyb hints
that her submission this
year might require a power
source-? We can’t wait to
see what it will be!

As in past years, Bistro
Eighty Ates will provide
delicious hors d’oeuvres,
and the Latin jazz and
instrumental trio RioFlow
(led by Peruvian-born gui-
tarist Dr. Carlos Odria) will
lend a smooth vibe to the
evening.

Tickets, $50 each, will
go on sale on Aug. 24
on the library Web site,
gladyskellylibrary.org, and
in-person at the library.
Proceeds from ticket sales
help to keep all programs
free to the public. Stop by
the library to hear what’s
available to our community:
yoga classes, book clubs,
historical walks and talks,

trivia nights, Dungeons &
Dragons events, children’s
book character appearanc-
es, music programs, Lego
building, and many more!
While you’re there, we
hope you’ll want to sign up
as a Friend of the Library,
too, to add your support and
stay informed about all the
events and opportunities.

Generous  supporting
individuals and businesses
have donated more than 20
gift baskets and gift certif-
icates to the fundraiser as
well. These and a 50-50 raf-
fle prize will be awarded to
some lucky winners at the
BB&B. Come as you are
or “dress to the nines” and
make this a great night out
while supporting the com-
munity!

He is the recipient of The Nutmeg Poetry
| Award, a Connecticut of the Arts Fellow
W] in Artistic Excellence in Poetry/Creative
Non-Fiction, and a two-time Pushcart Prize
nominee. He will be showcasing work from
his newest book, “Sinking in Moonlight

Alone.”

ommended for ages 16 and up. Readings
for the rest of the season are sponsored in
part by donations from bankHometown,
Charter Oak FCU, WHZ Financial and The
Putnam Area Foundation. Contact karen.
warinsky@gmail.com to sign up for the

open mic; five-minute max as time allows.

Oxford’s biggest
Fall treasure hunt returns

OXFORD — As the
leaves begin to change, it’s
the perfect time to clear out
the clutter and uncover hid-
den treasures! On Saturday,

| Sept. 19, Oxford residents

are invited to take part in the
Fall Town-Wide Yard Sale,
a community favorite that
turns neighborhoods into
one giant bargain-hunting
destination.

Whether you’re looking
to downsize, make a little
extra cash, or simply con-
nect with neighbors, this is
the perfect opportunity to
give your gently used items
a second life. Residents can
host their own yard sales at
home or reserve a space at
Joslin Park near the Oxford
Bandstand, where shoppers

Got Space?

we do.

Sept. 19!

can browse multiple sellers
in one convenient location.

To be included on the
official yard sale map or
to reserve a space at Joslin
Park, register through the
Community Center at
www.oxfordma.myrec.
com. Registration closes
Sept. 15 to allow time for
maps to be prepared. Maps
will be available online,
at the September Oxford
Farmers’ Market, and at the
Community Center begin-
ning at 1 p.m. Friday, Sept.
18.

The cleanup doesn’t stop
there!

Also on Sept. 19, the
Oxford Department of
Public Works will host a
Community  Shredding

Day from 9 to 11 am. at
the DPW Administrative
Office, 450 Main St. This
free service is available
exclusively to Oxford res-
idents and provides a safe,
secure way to dispose of
sensitive documents and
unwanted paperwork.

For more information
about Shredding Day, con-
tact the DPW at 508-987-
6006.

So, mark your calen-
dars, gather your treasures,
and get ready for a day
of deals, decluttering, and
community fun. After all,
your unwanted items could
become someone else’s per-
fect find!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Community
Connection

For

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Qutside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308

508-248-9797

Prépane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PRIGE;;NM Tanks Filled

.$2.10

(5 () $4.99 301-500...

50-75 .uvssnnes $3.49 500 PLUS.
76-150...0000000: $2.95 Dul FUel ovvvsvene $3.75
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks.....

$3.00

to 80%

Driver
Discretion

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning, ?mail:
Buy What You Like And I Will Install. mikaela@
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-] stonebridge
Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com press.news
: & 0
arlton Oil \ 1 JEWELERS
at Orln Fine Jewelry & Gifts
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"Crooked Creek Farm

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Thursday price 9/3/26 was 55-05 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘;
.'e ‘i

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER @ JEWELERS™ EIZtE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

*prices subject to change

SR

,///\-:—7/1\-:-:/'* "///—:-—7/}\-:—7/4—:—?/{-:—1 -:_-:///—:__://}-:_;///—:__: //—:__:7/-— = ’7//\‘-:__://1-:_;/}-:_; .-:—: ;

\ \ \




8 « STONEBRIDGE PRESS -

Friday, September 11, 2026

www.StonebridgePress.com

LEGALS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Worcester Community Action
Council, Inc.’s Heating Emergency
Assistance Retrofit Task Weatherization
Assistance Program is currently
accepting proposals for the following
activities:

HEATING SYSTEM SERVICE
CONTRACTORS: for new installations,
cleaning and repair of natural gas and
propane furnace/boilers, oil furnac-
es/boilers, electric baseboard heating
systems, solid fuel heating systems,
air source heat pumps and heat pump
water heaters.

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT
CONTRACTORS: for asbestos remov-
al from pipes and boilers, and boiler
removal.

CHIMNEY SERVICE CONTRACTORS:
for inspections, liner installations/
replacements and potential cleanings
in conjunction with heating system
installations.

RFP packages with complete speci-
fications may be obtained on or after
Wednesday, August 26, 2026, between
8:30 am and 4:30 pm at: Worcester
Community Action Council, Inc. 18
Chestnut St, Suite 500, Worcester, MA
01608

Inquiries may be made by calling (508)
754-1176 Ext. 158. Completed pack-
ages must be received at WCAC, Inc.,
18 Chestnut St, Suite 500, Worcester
MA 01608-1810 no later than 4:30 pm
on Friday September 11, 2026.

This advertisement is subject in all
respects to the terms and conditions
of the Request for Proposals. Small,
women and minority owned business-
es and individuals are encouraged to
apply.

WCAC is an Affirmative Action/Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Marybeth Campbell, Chief Executive
Officer, Worcester Community Action
Council

August 28, 2026

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Department of Environmental
Protection Wetlands Program

Notice of 401 WQC Application and
Variance
Notice is hereby given that New
England Power Company (NEP),
170 Data Drive, Waltham, MA 02451,
seeks a 401 Water Quality Certification
(WQC) and Variance for the Central
to Western Massachusetts Energy
Improvement Project/E5/F6 Asset
Condition Refurbishment Project locat-
ed within Millbury, Auburn, Leicester,
Spencer, East Brookfield, North
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware,
Belchertown, Pelham, Shutesbury,
Leverett, Sunderland, Deerfield,
Conway, Shelburne, and Buckland,
MA.
NEP plans to replace existing struc-
tures, improve access to structures,
reconductor the lines, replace existing
shieldwires with optical groundwire,
and perform vegetation management
activities within the existing transmis-
sion corridor. A Variance is requested
for temporary construction matting and
permanent structure foundations with-
in wetlands located within 400 feet of
the high water mark of the Quabbin
Reservaoir.
Additional information may be obtained
from Theresa Portante, BSC Group,
Inc., 1 Mercantile Street, Suite 610,
Worcester, MA 01608, (617) 896-4509,
tportante @bscgroup.com.
Written comments on the 401 WQC
and Variance should be sent within
twenty-one (21) days of this notice to:
MassDEP Wetlands Program
— Major Projects and Policy Unit
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114
christina.y.wu@mass.gov
Any group of ten persons, any
aggrieved person, or any governmen-
tal body or private organization with a
mandate to protect the environment
who submits written comments may
appeal the Department’s Certification.
Failure to submit written comments
before the end of the public comment
period may result in the waiver of any
right to an adjudicatory hearing.
September 11, 2026

Public Notice
MARICOPA COUNTY SUPERIOR
COURT
Petitioner’s Name: Christopher Ngari
Mailing Address:
30117 W Weldon Ave
City, State, Zip: Buckeye, AZ 85396

Phone Number: 774-242-6781

Petitioner’s Name:

Christopher Ngari

Case Number: FN2026-070585
SUMMONS

Respondent’s Name: Nancy Frandsen

THE STATE OF ARIZONATO :

Nancy Frendsen

YOU ARE SUMMONED and required

to appear and defend within the time

applicable in this action in this court.

If served in Arizona, you shall appear

and defend within 20 days of service

on you of the Summons and Petition,

excluding the day of service. If served

outside of Arizona, you shall appear

and defend within 30 days of service

on you of the Summons and Petition,

excluding the day of service. Direct

service is complete when made. Ser-

vice by publication is complete 30 days

after the first publication.

If you fail to appear and defend within

the time applicable, judgment by de-

fault may be rendered against you for

the relief demanded in the Petition.

In order to appear and defend, you

must file a Response in writing with the

clerk of this court, accompanied by the

necessary filing fee, within the time re-

quired, and you must serve a copy of

any Response on the Petitioner.

A copy of the pleading being served

may be obtained from the Clerk of Su-

perior Court, Maricopa County Court-

house, 201 W Jefferson St, Phoenix,

AZ 850083.

Requests for reasonable accommoda-

tion for persons with disabilities must

be made to the court by parties at least

three (3) working days in advance of a

scheduled court proceeding.

If this is an annulment, divorce, or le-

gal separation, either party can ask the

court for counseling or mediation to try

to reconcile or to come to agreements

about the case outside of court. You

can find a form at the Law Library.

Leave this blank. This is for the court

to fill in.

SIGNED AND SEALED this date: May

11, 2026

Clerk of Superior Court

Revised May 2024

Clerk of Superior Court

By Deputy Clerk: /s/

September 11, 2026

September 18, 2026

September 25, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Town of Dudley Planning Board
In accordance with the provisions
of M.G.L., Chapter 40A, Section 9
and 11, the Town of Dudley Planning
Board will hold a public hearing for
a modification of a subdivision at 28
Budd Drive on Wednesday, September
23, 2026 at 7:15p.m. in the Dudley
Municipal Complex, Room 321-A
(DMC, Veterans Memorial Hall), 71
West Main Street, Dudley, Ma 01571.
A copy of the proposed modification
plans may be viewed in the office
of the Planning Board located in the
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West
Main Street, Dudley, Ma 01571, during

regular office hours.

Any person interested or wishing to be
heard should appear at the time and
place designated.

David Durgin, Chairman

Dudley Planning Board

September 11, 2026

September 18, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P4254GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR RESIGNATION OF A
GUARDIAN OF A INCAPACITATED
PERSON
In the Interests of:

Daniel Fagan Of: Webster, MA
RESPONDENT
ncapacitated Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has

been filed by

Sara Spooner of Auburn, MA

in the above captioned matter al-
leging requesting that the court:
Accept the Resignation of the Guard-
ian

The petition asks the court to make a
determination that the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be allowed to
resign; or should be removed for good
cause; or that the Guardianship and/
or Conservatorship is no longer neces-
sary and therefore should be terminat-
ed. The original petition is on file with

the court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
09/29/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 28, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
September 11, 2026

Notice is hereby given by: Precision
Auto Rebuilders, Inc., 243 W Main
St, Dudley, MA 01571 pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. ¢.255, Section
39 A that on September 25, 2026 at
5PM at: Precision Auto Rebuilders,
Inc., 243 W Main St, Dudley, MA
01571, the following motor vehicle
will be sold at a private sale to satis-
fy the garage keeper’s lien thereon
for storage, towing charges, care
and expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles:

Description of vehicles:

Vehicle: 2025 OTH MC Moped

VIN# L2BB6BCH1SB126065

Owner: Mark A Williame, 47 Orchard
Hill Dr Bldg C, Oxford, MA 01540
This notice has been given under
the provisions of G.L. ¢.225, Section
39A

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

September 18, 2026

Notice is hereby given by School Street
Towing 17-31 School St., Webster, MA
01570 pursuant to the provisions of
G.L. ¢.255, Section 39A, that on 12
September 2026 @ 9:00 AM at: 17-31
School St., Webster, MA 01570 by
Private Sale

The following motor vehicles will be
sold at a private sale to satisfy the
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicles.

Vehicle Description:

Year:2016 Make: Jeep Model: Wrangler
Registration#/State: UnReg.

VIN# 1C4BJWDGXGL191791

Name and address of vehicle owner:
Brian J Lehtola, 7 N Sturbridge Rd.,
Charlton MA 01507

by: Frank A Czechowski Jr.

Dated: 15Aug2026

Vehicle Description:

Year:2023 Make: VW Model: Jetta
Registration#/State: 6FEG67

VIN# 3VW7M7BU9PM057331

Name and address of vehicle owner:
Matthew Whalen, 3 Boyden St Ext Apt
1, Webster, MA 01570

by: Frank A Czechowski Jr.

Dated: 15Aug2026

This notice has been given under the
provisions of G.L. ¢.255, Section 39A
August 28, 2026

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 10 French River Circle,

Oxford, MA 01540

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Robert M Krawetz
and Sarah E Krawetz to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for
Evolve Bank & Trust, and now held by
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC,
said mortgage dated February 8, 2016
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 54921, Page 251, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage

Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Evolve Bank & Trust,
its successors and assigns to First
Guaranty Mortgage Corporation by
assignment dated November 19, 2018
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 59736, Page 287; said
mortgage was assigned from First
Guaranty Mortgage Corporation to
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC by
assignment dated June 24, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 70670, Page 240; for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclosing the
same will be sold at Public Auction
on September 30, 2026 at 10:00 AM
Local Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Oxford, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, on the westerly side of
French River Circle, shown as Lot 12 on
a plan entitled “Definitive Plan of French
River Estates, Oxford, Massachusetts
owned by French River Realty Trust”,
dated February 8, 1989, as revised,
drawn by A. F Paige Associates,
Registered Engineers and Surveyors,
Auburn, Massachusetts, recorded
with the Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Plan Book 627, Plan 73, and
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point on the westerly
side of French River Circle at the north-
easterly comer of the herein described
premises and at the southeasterly cor-
ner of Lot 13 as shown on said plan;
THENCE North 83 degrees 55’
09” West by said Lot 13, a dis-
tance of 244.24 feet to a point;

THENCE  South 73  degrees
21’ 16” East as shown on said
plan, 99.00 feet to a point;

THENCE South 08 degrees 08’
44” West as shown on said plan,
115.00 feet to a point at Lot 11;
THENCE North 86 degrees 20’ 34”
East by said Lot 11, a distance of
231.30 feet to a point on the west-
erly side of French River Circle;
THENCE Northwesterly by said
French River Circle and by a curve
to the left, the radius of whose arc
is 150.00 feet, a distance of 125.00
feet to the point of beginning.
CONTAINING 21,787 square feet
of land, according to said plan.
SUBJECT to twenty foot wide
drainage and walking easement of
which ten feet approximately affects
said premises along the norther-
ly boundary of said premises; and
SUBJECT to twenty foot wide walking
easement along westerly boundary of
said premises, all as shown on said plan.
SPECIFICALLY reserving all of the
Grantor'’s right, title and interest in the
street and ways as shown on said plan
but granting to the Grantees, their
heirs, successors and assigns the right
to pass and repass over said ways as
may be consistent with town ways
in the Town of Oxford together with
those others legally entitled thereto.
The description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall control in
the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated January 12, 2016 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
54921, Page 248.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises
will be sold and conveyed subject
to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above
described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the
time and place of the sale by the pur-
chaser. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, certified
check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’'s
check within thirty (30) days after the
date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

August 28, 2026

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

For Legal Advertising Information, Gall 508-909-4121
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 26 Perryville Road,

Webster, MA 01570-3073

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Virginia
D. Gogolinski to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for Genworth Financial
Home Equity Access, Inc., and now
held by Longbridge Financial, LLC,
said mortgage dated September 28,
2011 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 47914, Page 339, said
mortgage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Genworth Financial
Home Equity Access, Inc. to Reverse
Mortgage Solutions, Inc. by assign-
ment dated January 25, 2016 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds in
Book 54873, Page 209; said mortgage
was assigned from Reverse Mortgage
Solutions, Inc. to Broad Street Funding
Trust | by assignment dated August 16,
2018 and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 59398, Page
330; said mortgage was assigned
from Broad Street Funding Trust |
to Wilmington Savings Fund Society,
FSB, not in its individual capacity,
but solely as Trustee of RMF Buyout
Acquisition Trust 2018-1 by assign-
ment dated June 4, 2019 and recorded
with said Registry of Deeds in Book
60582, Page 143; said mortgage was
assigned from Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, not in its individ-
ual capacity, but solely as Trustee of
RMF Buyout Acquisition Trust 2018-1
to Reverse Mortgage Funding, LLC by
assignment dated November 19, 2021
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 66665, Page 378; said
mortgage was assigned from Reverse
Mortgage Funding, LLC to Longbridge
Financial, LLC by assignment dated
October 30, 2023 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 69944,

Page 161; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on October 6, 2026 at
11:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:

Acertain parcel of land with the buildings
thereon of every nature and description
and all the privileges and appurtenanc-
es thereto belonging, situated in the
Town of Webster, County of Worcester,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin at the
northerly line of Perryville Road
fifty three and twenty one hun-
dredths (53.21) feet westerly from
a proposed W. C. H. bound point
and at land of William H. Sherwood;

Thence N. 18° 16’ 28" W. by land of
said William H. Sherwood one hun-
dred fifty seven and fifty eight hun-
dredths (157.58) feet to an iron pin;
Thence S. 67° 44’ 20” W. seven-
ty nine and forty nine hundredths
(79.49) feet to an iron pipe;
Thence southwesterly one hundred sev-
enty and forty one hundredths (170.41)
feet on Goodwin Street, so called, to the
northerly line of said Perryville Road;
Thence easterly by the norther-
ly line of said Perryville Road one
hundred eighty one and sixty five
hundredths (181.65) feet to an
iron pin and the point of beginning.
Less and excepting that parcel that
was conveyed to William H. Sherwood
in Book 4402 at Page 478 of the
Worcester County Registry of Deeds.
For Title reference see deed as set
forth in Book 6071 at Page 304 of the
Worcester County Registry of Deeds.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated November 18, 1976 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester

District) Registry of Deeds in Book
6071, Page 304.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.
FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must be
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Longbridge Financial,
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
September 4, 2026
September 11, 2026
September 18, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P0508GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR RESIGNATION OF A
GUARDIAN OF A INCAPACITATED
PERSON
In the Interests of:
Stephen Barsky
Of: Worcester, MA

RESPONDENT
ncapacitated Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonebridye press.news

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  mnm
492 Main St Oxford =

WORCESTERCOUNTY 5]
\__AWNMOWER.COM

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY B Home |mprovemen

Sara Spooner of Auburn, MA
in the above captioned matter al-
leging requesting that the court:
Accept the Resignation of the Guard-
ian
The petition asks the court to make a
determination that the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be allowed to
resign; or should be removed for good
cause; or that the Guardianship and/
or Conservatorship is no longer neces-
sary and therefore should be terminat-
ed. The original petition is on file with
the court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
09/29/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 28, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
September 11, 2026

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators « Starters + ABS
Alignments * Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOUR VISION IN COLOR
Brighten Your Curb Appeal

With a Power Wash

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured.
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts
Call Today For A Free Estimate

Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &
CONCRETE WORK

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

New & Repairs, Repointing,

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing

Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GJ LEDUC
PAINTING] &=

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Interior and Exterior OUTDOOR
) LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Power Washing Chimney Repair
Wallpapering Foundation Repair
General Repair Steps, Patios
P Water Proofing
Fully Insured Walkways
Stone Veneer
Over 40:I-Years Brick and Block Work
Experience Cord Wood
508-764-8548 Brian French
(413)222-5542
774—23 0-83 73 cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

mmm

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Gall Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

N ACCREDITED
05s BUSINESS

David
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678 [I
Advertise on this page
for one low price! Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Stump Grinding

" Asian Longhomn
Beetle Certified Y
Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

) MIKE LAMBERT'S
PLUMBING &
HEATIHB INC.
Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction
Ufensed& 369 Main St,
nsured
Sted
508-867-2877 Spencer, MA
N LYY | 1-833-969-4330
Fullyl d
A. Eagle Gutters iy nsure
aeaglegutters com
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM
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ENERGY

continued from page Al

From inception through
March 2026, the program
has saved residents and
small businesses more than
$499,000 in electricity costs
as compared to National
Grid Basic Service.

“While energy costs
remain high given cur-
rent market conditions, we
are pleased that the town
has been able to secure a
reduced rate that will pro-
vide some relief to our
residents. We intentionally
chose a shorter-term agree-
ment rather than locking the
community into a long-term
rate in a volatile energy mar-
ket,” Town Administrator
Jonathan Ruda said. “This
approach gives us the flex-
ibility to regularly reevalu-
ate market conditions, test
available pricing, and make
sure we continue pursu-
ing the best possible value
for Dudley residents. Our

goal is to

provide

savings
where we can today while
maintaining the flexibility
to take advantage of better
opportunities as the market
changes.”

It is important to note
that no action is required
by current participants. All
accounts currently enrolled
in the program will remain
with their current prod-
uct selection and see the
new rate and First Point
Power printed under the
“Supply Services” section
of their monthly bill. This
change will be seen on the
November 2026 bills.

The Dudley Community
Choice Power  Supply
Program has no fees or
charges. However, anyone
switching from a contract
with a third-party supplier
may be subject to penal-
ties or early termination fees
charged by that supplier.
Ratepayers should verify

terms before switching.

Basic  Service rates
change twice a year or more.
As a result, the aggrega-
tion rate may not always be
lower than the Basic Service
rate. The goal of the aggre-
gation is to deliver savings
over the life of the program
against National Grid Basic
Service. However, future
savings cannot be guaran-
teed.

National Grid has several
programs to help income-eli-
gible families and customers
needing special assistance
meet their energy needs. To
learn more, visit national-
gridus.com/MA-Home/Bill-
Help/Payment-Assistance-
Programs. Residents may
also visit colonialpower-
group.com/dudley or call
(866) 485-5858, ext. 1 to
learn more about

Dudley’s Community
Choice Power Supply
Program, to opt in or opt
out, or to change product
selection.

Dudley’s First AgriFest
& Family Fun Day set
for Sept. 12

DUDLEY — The Dudley
Agricultural Advisory
Commission and the Dudley
Recreation Commission
are excited to announce
a AgriFest & Family Fun
Day, on Saturday, Sept.
12 from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
at the Dudley Municipal
Building, 71 West Main St.
Rain or Shine!

This exciting community
event will give local resi-
dents and visitors an oppor-
tunity to engage with local
farmers and vendors. It’s a
great way to support local

agriculture while bringing
the community together for
a fun-filled day.

Event features include:

-Heaviest Tomato Contest
- Think you’ve grown a
prize-winning  tomato?
Enter our Heaviest Tomato
Contest for a chance to win
a gift card prize! Contest
entries must be brought to
the event in person—photos
will not be accepted.

Free family fun for every-
one
In addition to shopping

Oxford Democratic Town
Committee hosting
candidate forum

OXFORD — The public is invited to a community
conversation with Democratic candidates on Sept. 12 from
noon to 2:45 p.m. at the Oxford Free Public Library.

Come hear from and ask questions of state representative
candidates Nick Lazzaro (7th Worcester district), Jen Heck

(18th Worcester district), and

possibly others prior to the

Nov. 3 state election. Refreshments will be available.
This event is being hosted by the Oxford Democratic

Town Committee.
Hanauer at 508-344-7018.

For more information, contact Rick

from local farms:

* Food vendors

e Live music

* Access to Dudley’s new
Fun Zone Playground

e Family-friendly activ-
ities

Local farm vendors want-
ed

Local farms are invited to
participate by selling farm
products or promoting agri-
cultural-related services.

Whether you offer farm-
raised meats, riding lessons,
fresh produce, flowers, or
other agricultural services,
we’d be happy to include
you in this event.

Reserve your space

Farmers or Food Vendors
interested in participating
should reserve a vendor
space by emailing:

LLorkiewicz@dudley-
ma.gov

Please Note: Vendors will
be reviewed by the organiz-
ers and upon approval must
provide their own tables,
tents, and display equip-
ment.

Vendor  Registration
Deadline — Friday, Sept. 4.

Dudley’s First AgriFest & Family Fun Day set for Sept. 12

CHARLTON — We are excited to
announce that the Fall 2026 catalog is now
available at www.baypath.net/bpce. There
is something for everyone, featuring offer-
ings in trades exam preparations, continu-
ing education, professional development,
health & wellness, art, food & entertaining,
financial wellness, and much more.

Here are some of the new classes avail-
able:

Basket Weaving

Breadmaking and more

Gluten-Free Pasta Making

Japanese Ikebana Flower Design

Professional Writing

Tai Chi

and more

Town-to-Town

Additionally, we have returning favor-
ites including:

Line Dancing

Ballroom Dancing

Stained Glass Making

Bob Ross Art Classes

Yoga for All

Classes for Two People to Take Together

Registration Opens on July 20 — Make
sure to sign up early for the classes that
catch your interest so you don’t miss this
opportunity! You can reach us at www.
baypath.net/bpce or call 508-248-5971, ext.
1715. Bay Path has been providing engag-
ing adult continuing education classes for
the past 30 years, conveniently located at 57
Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

774-200-7308

OBITUARIES

Alice Gail Davern, 80

Alice Gail Davern, age 80, of Dudley
died peacefully Friday, August 28, 2026 at
her home in Dudley. With Cloe and Danny
by her side.

Gail owned and operated the Beginning
Salon for over 30 years. A dedicated stylist
and friend to many customers in the local
area.

She is survived by her husband of 45
years Michael P. Davern of Dudley , a

daughter Denna Maisto . Granddaughters
Amanda Pesare and Angelina Cosentino
. Great granddaughter Viannea Santiago,
Great grandson Vincent Pesare all of
Oxford Florida.

There are no calling hours services are
private . Bartel Funeral Home 33 Schofield
Ave. Dudley is assisting the family www.
bartelfuneralhome.com

Edward C. Starczewski, Jr., 77

DUDLEY - Edward
C. Starczewski, Jr., 77,
passed away peaceful-
ly at home on Sunday,
August 30, 2026.
He leaves his devoted
wife of 55 years, Patricia
J. (Quinn) Starczewski;
a son, Christopher E.
Starczewski and his wife Kathleen of
Dudley; Laura S. Scott and her husband
Dana of Boylston; three grandchildren,
Molly, Sarah, and Colin Starczewski;
two brothers-in-law, James P. Quinn and
his wife Karen of Paxton, and William
T. Quinn, Jr. of Dudley; a sister-in-
law, Donna DeChiaro and her husband
Matthew of Falmouth; and several niec-
es and nephews. His brother, Dr. Joseph
“Al” Starczewski, passed away in 1989.
Ed was born in Webster on July 28, 1949,
the oldest son of the late Edward C.
Starczewski, Sr.and Adella T. (Nowosadko)
and lived in Dudley his whole life. He
graduated from Bartlett High School in
1967 and later earned a Bachelor’s of Arts
Degree in Business from Clark University in
Worcester and served in the Army National
Guard during the Vietnam Conflict.
Ed worked as a civil engineer for Worcester
County Engineering and later as a correc-
tions officer for Worcester County Sheriff’s
Department until his retirement in 2004.
Ed worked hard, obtaining his real estate
license while working full time. He was a
real estate agent with Centerwood Realty
in Oxford for 20 years. In the early part
of retirement, he kept busy as a customer

service representative
and later as an environ-
mental services depart-
ment shift manager at
Foxwoods—roles  he
loved because he could
talk to many people and
be his gregarious self.
While raising his fam-
ily, Ed served on multiple boards and
commissions for the Town of Dudley
including the Board of Selectmen
and volunteered his time with
Troop 273 BSA Dudley and as
equipment manager for a local
youth football organization.
Ed valued education, was a big animal lover
who truly treated pets as family, enjoyed
dining out, going on cruises and bus trips,
weightlifting, reading, and scuba diving/
snorkeling, as well as the finer things in life,
especially being with his family. He will be
truly missed for his way of joking around
and his animated knack for storytelling.
The family would especially like to thank
Mindy, Ed’s home health aide, who provid-
ed caring support to him and to Patty in navi-
gating the challenges of being Ed’s full-time
caregiver for the last few years of his life.
Memorial calling hours will be held from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, September
13, at Sitkowski, Malboeuf & Hickey
Funeral Home, 340 School Street, Webster
with a prayer service beginning at 4:30
p-m. In lieu of flowers, donations in Ed’s
name may be made to Be Better, Friends
of John Paire, Inc., PO Box 1505, Dudley,
MA 01571.

Bernard J. Bednarz, 86

In dawn’s early
light, on a cool August
15, 2026 morn-
ing, at Harrington

Memorial Hospital in
Southbridge, Bernard J.
Bednarz, age 86, passed
from this world peace-
fully to meet his Lord

and Maker.

Benny, also known as Cheyenne in
his earlier years, always felt that he had
lived a wonderful life. His ‘five-acre’
farm — which included a pair of long-
haired Scottish Highlanders and later, two
Brahmans, as well as goats, chickens, and
Homer, his mule — kept him busy after
he came home from long days working
as a tractor trailer driver at Sakrete (now
Bonsal American) in Oxford for over 30
years.

He also served as Dudley’s Animal
Inspector, as well as Dog Officer and
Constable for several years in the 1978-
1981 timeframe.

A hard-working man, Ben delivered tons
and tons of bagged cement on a flat-bed
trailer throughout New England and New
York, as well as Baltimore, MD. While
at Sakrete, he was the first driver to be
awarded special recognition for driving
over one million consecutive miles without
a preventable accident.

“Bernard Bednarz Honored for 1 Million

Place your ad'tods

=er e

YAR%ALE

SATURDAY, SEPT 19TH

Universal Tag Parking Lot,
36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) e $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc.
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high

chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

BOY SCOUT
TROOP 273

2011
Lincoln

Town Car

205,000 miles
Leather seats, airbags,
recent michilan tires.
Very dependable.
New manifold.

$2,900 oBO
774-635-9056

WAR RELICS & FOSTER
WAR SOUVENIERS PARENTS
WANTED:
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER Seeking Quality

CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

Over 40 years’ 24/7 Support
experience. Generous
Call David Reimbursement,

(508) 688-0847. $1000 Sign-On
I'LL COME TO YOU! Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Miles Without an Accident

Bernard Bednarz, a long-time driver
with Sakrete, has been recognized for
achieving a rare and impressive milestone:
driving over one million consecutive miles
without a preventable accident cpclogis-
tics.com. This accomplishment places him
among the elite group of “Million Mile
Safe Drivers” honored by CPC Logistics,
a company that celebrates drivers who
maintain exceptional safety records over
extended periods.”

In later years, some of you may have
seen Benny riding his mule buddy, Homer,
all over the back roads of Dudley and
Charlton, where children would run to see
and pet Homer.

From an early age, Benny’s other pas-
sions were hunting small game, deer and
bear in Mass. and Vermont. An avid
hunter, in later years, he especially enjoyed
an expedition to the Rockies to hunt large
game. Traveling on his Harley throughout
New England with his buddies. Taking
road trip vacations all across the U.S. of
A., including visiting Old West towns like
Tombstone, Deadwood and Dodge City.
Those were the days!

The first son of Stanley A. and Veronica
Bednarz of Dudley, Benny was born on
10/24/1939.  His siblings include Julia
Irene Gallant of Dudley, Stanley Bednarz,
Jr. (deceased) and Paul Bednarz (deceased).

Benny leaves the love of his life and
devoted wife, Natalie (Gatzke) Bednarz,
as well as his loving daughter, Lynne
Marie Bednarz of Missouri, and his dedi-
cated son, Ricky J. Bednarz of Dudley. He
also leaves two grandchildren and seven
great-children in Missouri.

He will be truly missed by his family,
especially his infectious laughter, and hard
work ethic, which will remain in their
memories forever.

There will be no calling hours. Funeral
arrangements are private.

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press,

PO Box %0, Southbridge,
MAOI550,

or by e-mail to

obits@

stonebridgepress news
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REAL ESTATE

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan*

hope2o0wn.com

NN

508.943.4333

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brgaw Pelletier

Webster -

106 East Main St (Zte 12) N
eammmmé Oﬁﬁa/zmmz'e/ { X

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely Hi
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
= ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its
, close proximity to Successful National Franchised
-~ . Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

| 0 MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +-, 4 BRs
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen
is a culinary enthusiast's delight, featuring a dining
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-

: ! : ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated
ambiance, enhanced by hardwood ﬂoors crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For special occa-
sions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm wisliders to a very private deck.
Also provides a 2 car att'd garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded
by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347  $589,900

"IN "f“\

Welster z’aée WW %fw Doint RH i;
XIS Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront Panoramic WATER VIEWS from almest

S|ng|e Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing Sunsets !!...The house La%
out is Designed for a Seamless Indoor- Outdoor Lifestyle, Weather-Protected Patio! The Gem o
— the House is the Living/Dining room Combination
! Il Offering a sweeping Wall of Windows to enjoy
watching Mother Nature at her Finest!! Granite
Countenops Stainless-steel Appliances, White

ThIS Main Level has an Effortless Layout adding
a Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Closet,
Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... Downstairs,
the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions into a phe-
nomenal Guest Retreat with 2 Bedrooms, Living
space, and Full Bath!!..2 Car Garage!
$1,050,000.

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Wetister .Zaée Waterfrnont

Open House Saturday Sunday 12-2
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
/ Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! ) 4
J’Presentlng a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex- ‘v&

N

Featuned New Listing! )
24 Lawrelwood D \
Webster Late Waz‘e’z{/za«t

On the shores of prestigious
Webster Lake! Experience
ultra-luxury  lakefront  living
with direct water access. This
young modern craftsman lake
4 home is masterly designed to
maximize panoramic Western
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of
sophisticated, three-story living
space, complete with multilevel
waterside decks, a radius stone
faced patio, and a tiered land-
~ scape with its own waterfall.
From morning coffee to sunset
| gatherings, you will enjoy every
. minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet
main level features a spacious

open floor plan, welcoming you
into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity,
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless,
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting
memories! MLS#73563787 $1,750,000

Harnborn Yilla

a0
> 4 L fl.l\r

We&zggz ~ 55 Slaten Stweer

="
Open House Sunday 11:30-1
Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 NEW PRICE $464,900

Welbster - 24 (oopern RA
%w&mmn Craftoman Style home

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11:30-1:00
Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 3 ¥ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
. sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
w/ slider. Central AC, garage

$649,000

MLS # 73534271

eatuned Vew Lioting!
7 60 WAKEFIELD AVE

RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real
estate package combining the financial benefits of
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium,
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features

1] I'l ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring - two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with
L0 25 O O IR 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con- | éj i s, | @ commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in
Im .!I' II}' FJ] venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell. et e < | aprime waterfront parcel, complete with a private
e VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900. eak —— = - beach and boat dock. MLS# 73564208 $525,000
wh
C PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
(]

—
s o SRS

e

Dlscover how a HEGM can help you
enjoy a more secure reitrement!

Call Today for a FREE Consulation

Ruta Convent NMLS#484339
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

(508)641-1464

Corporate NMLS #1025894. CT Mortgage Lender License ML-1025894, FL. Mortgage Lender Servicer
License MLD1827. ME Supervised Lender License 1025894. MA Mortgage Broker and Lender License
MC1025894. www.nlmsconsumeraccess.org

# 4513957078 Expires 07/2029 Equal Husing Lender

Got Space7

we do.

% MutuarOmana

REVERSE MORTGAGE

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

lsﬁ\’eg

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘

RV

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
W ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
?\ CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
?0\2- CHARLTON-30X4- SPLIT ENTRY CHARLTON ”STONEYBROOK GARDENS”
\46 *1.5 Acres
l 6“ 0 *3 Full Baths
*Main
i Bedroom with
"0” Tray Ceiling
N *Central Air
\‘6 S *Office
*Completely | F* : |
’ 6F 0 Finished *4 Bedrooms * 3rd Level Au Pair Suite * 24’x24” Great Room
: e Lower Level *2 Fireplaces * Koi Pond with Waterfall
: = e *Underground Sprinkler System « MLS #73536242
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500 30 Knollwood $849,900

SUTTON-NEW PRICE!

GRAFTON-

HOLDEN- 1500 sq. ft. RANCH

Charming Antique Cape

*3 Bedroom *Country Kitchen

*7 Rooms *1.5 Baths * Skyhght
* 1st Floor Familyroom
* MLS #73555830
9 Colonial Rd $545,000

T 2 Baths ;I}ZI-Acre Lot -
*Family Room *3 Bedroom

* MLS #73546247
1994 Main St. $519,000

*Wide Pine Floors*FANTASTIC
1/2 Acre Lot with Botanical Like Grounds
*MLS # 73543247

41 Worcester St. $449,500

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When
Experience
and
Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

Donnaflannery@erakey.net

SERVICE

Jo-Ann (Nedorosc1k)

s 508.612.1382 = SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME : Szymczak D
/‘?:!: X\ J_— #
(@) MESRealty.com B o o | crsorises #
Ry EL ORI R AV 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 774-230-5044

Buying or selling a CondominumWhat You Need to Know!

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Call for a Reservation!!!
Real Estate Coffee Hour
9/12/2026 11am to 12 noon

*What are Condo Reserves?
*Are there Restrictions?

*What Do My Fees Cover?
ReMax Vision e
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 S L MLS

Licensed in MA & CT]
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TAVERN

*BAR * GRILL -

MONDAY - THURSDAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 393 EASTFORD RD
11am - 8pM 11am - 9pm

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FORALIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Queen Mattress Only Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$399° $649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove

Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only
Upgrade toan

Adjustable Base $799 .' = e - ) P 3 Courtesy

CARRYING THE oty S >=7—~_ STEARNS 4. & R TN oY, A DREAM
TEMPUR-PEDIC

TOP BRANDS " & FOSTER x et ¥ egee = | YEARS

| A el IN THE
| = s 8 MAKING!
SUNDEEN 241 Providence Rd. Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM :

Whitinsville, MA01588 | Thurs~Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM TRY . Pl NG
FURNITURE | (508)234-8777 Sat.9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11AM-5PM | ' L , The dream of a new
By M e : Bobcat Park is finally com-
*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. Allights reserved. ; EACL il 7 % | ing to life! Trinity Catholic
Academy recently celebrat-
ed the groundbreaking of our new play-
ground—a project made possible through
the incredible generosity, dedication, and
support of our TCA community. We are
: so grateful to everyone who has donated,
7 - - ; volunteered, spread the word, and believed
f : ‘ in this longtime dream. What began as an
" idea has grown into a project that will bring
M ATT ALEI . ﬂ | HF countless years of play, laughter, and mem-

ories to our students.

T LG Ll (WIN: $199 / FULL: $269 / QUEEN:$299 8 n7#| SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

the BIG (REG. $299) (REG. $499) (REG. $599) Great . CHOIC]
Box FRIGIDAIRE G.E. STOVE Y SMOOTH-TOP Y 21 CU. FT. — Selectlon'
DISHWASHER w/AIR FRY STOVE FREEZER
STORES! REG. $449.99 REG. $899.99 REG. $699.99 REG. $999.99 s
$329.99 # $699.99 # $599.99 # $799.99 s
) R

G.E. 27 CU. FT.

CU. FT. CHEST TAMANA WASHE ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.
1 FRENCH DOOR
k- REFRIGERATOR FREEZER OR DRYER REFRIGERATOR END- OF SEASON .

REG. $1999.99 REG. $239.99 REG. $599.99 REG. $699.99

TA *1699.99 5189.99 5489.99 509,99
b OVER-THE STOVE LG WASHER ) g MAYTAG DELUXE 2 g FRIGIDAIRE B I KE SAI-E'
MCHOW\UER|  OR DRYER WASEEEE SRORVER | SIDE BY SIDE WE REPAIR BIKES! [-

J 22999 4 °1,399.99 *529.99 WRCCKCI  GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES {

i WHITCO 255
UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343

- T WE INSTALL MICROWAVES, .news@
S = Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm » Sun: 12 Noon-7pm  DISHWASHERS, and TVS! stonebridgepress.news ~

VisA|




