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North 
Brookfield 
selectmen 

nix override
 proposal

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD — 

Facing stiff  financial challenges, 
selectmen confirmed during a 
recent meeting that an override 
vote is off  the table this budget 
season.

Many residents have pushed 
for an override to cover the 
town’s general budget, but Select 
Board members nixed the propos-
al during their Jan. 14 meeting.

“Budget season is upon us, and 
there are a lot of  questions that 
come up regarding the budget. 
There have been a lot of  people 
insisting that we have an over-
ride vote,” said Select Board 
Chairman Jason Petraitis, who 
outlined the town’s dire financial 
situation during a presentation.

An override request can only be 
put forth to voters by the Board of  
Selectmen. It cannot be done by 
a citizen’s petition, officials said.

During the financial presen-
tation, Petraitis highlighted 
several key metrics reflecting 
challenges for residents. These 
include North Brookfield’s medi-
an household income ($81,010) 
and its unemployment rate of  
4.2 percent (higher than the state 
average). Additionally, about 30 
percent of  the town’s population 
is comprised of  residents age 60 
and above. Many of  these resi-
dents are living on fixed incomes, 
officials said.

Earlier this winter, selectmen 
were considering whether to hold 
an open town discussion on the 
override proposal. Run by the 
Moderator, the forum would have 
allowed townspeople to share 
their opinions on the proposal.

But after speaking to several 
residents, researching detailed 
numbers, and sharing the data, 
Board members said there was 
no sense in furthering override 
talks.

“Based on the numbers that 
I showed you, our people can’t 
afford it,” Petraitis said. “As the 
Chairman of  the board, I won’t 
be entertaining any discussion 
on an override.”

Added Selectman Vaughn 
Schlegel, “I have talked to a lot of  
people in town, and it seems that 
most citizens’ consensus is that 
they don’t think they can afford 
an override. Everybody’s already 
being hurt by the taxes that have 
increased, and I don’t know that 
they can afford anything more at 
this point.”

Among the town’s financial 
challenges, selectmen pointed to 
sewer costs projected to increase 
due to an EPA-mandated upgrade 
of  North Brookfield’s sewer sys-
tem, with a cost of  approximately 
$23 million.

Additionally, selectmen said 
the school portion of  the bud-
get is another major source of  
strain. The school district cur-
rently enrolls 397 students, from 
Pre-K through Grade 12.

With low enrollment and high 
costs across the district, North 
Brookfield officials have explored 
school regionalization oppor-
tunities for years. In Nov. 2024, 
the Quaboag Regional School 
Committee (serving Warren and 
West Brookfield) rejected a pro-
posed regionalization between 
North Brookfield Public Schools 
and the QRSD.

In the absence of  a region-
alization opportunity, North 
Brookfield officials are faced with 
tough decisions on how to afford 
education, especially at the high 
school level.

“Based on the salary level 
and the budget at the school, I 
would recommend to the School 
Committee to start looking at tui-
tioning the high school kids out. 
We can’t afford that,” Petraitis 

Courtesy

Members of the David 
Prouty High School indoor 
track team competed earli-
er this week at the MSTCA 
Coaches Invitational Meet 
at Reggie Lewis Track and 
Athletic Center in Boston 
vs. Division 3,4, & 5 Small 
Schools.  The Panthers 
had many outstanding per-
formances highlighted by 
their 4x200 relay team of 
Zoe Barnett, Morgan Kates, 
Elyse Da Silva and Grace 
Kates placed 4th with a 
time of 1:53, as well as 
their 4x50 relay team of Zoe 
Barnett, Alicia Sauvageau, 
Lauren Tutlis and Morgan 
Kates placed 4th with a 
time of 26.39. 
Congratulations, Panthers!

Courtesy

Lia Tulip recently became the new 
Director of Haston Free Public Library.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD — Newly 

hired Haston Free Public Library 
Director Lia Tulip is excited to start 
the next chapter of  her career.

Having previously worked as a 
library media specialist in local 
high schools, including NBHS, 
Tulip brings many valuable skills 
she can translate to her new role. 
These include experience with 
managing library resources, curat-
ing collections, and developing pro-
grams that engage a wide range of  
audiences. 

“My background as a high school 
library media specialist has shown 
me just how much libraries can 
impact people’s lives. I’m eager to 
bring new ideas and programs to 

Local author offers 
writing workshop

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
WEST BROOKFIELD — Award-winning author Ed 

Londergan invites local writers to attend a workshop 
that will help them take the next steps toward publi-
cation.

Londergan’s ninth annual creative writing and pub-
lishing workshop will be held on Sunday, March 9, from 
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Salem Cross Inn.

“Everyone has a story to tell,” said Londergan, who 
penned popular colonial New England novels like 
“The Long Journey Home” and “The Devil’s Elbow.” 
“The writing workshop aims to help those who want 
to write but don’t know where to start, as well as those 
who have had an idea for a story that’s been bubbling in 
their head for years and finally want to put it on paper.”

Added Londergan, “I also help people who have writ-
ten something and need to know how to move ahead.” 

The workshop will cover the entire process of  writ-
ing and manuscript creation, including idea devel-
opment and sources of  inspiration; drawing from 
storytelling traditions; developing the plot structure 
and flow; bringing characters to life; creating dynamic 
dialogue; and managing the always daunting editing 
process.

Additionally, the workshop covers publication pro-
cesses for those seeking to transform their stories into 
print. Several publishing options exist, and it can often 
be tricky for authors to decide which routes to take. 

Londergan always enjoys sharing his experiences 
with writers and helping them choose the best paths 
to publication. These might include working with 
agents or traditional publishing houses; exploring 
self-publishing opportunities; or focusing on maximiz-
ing e-book and audiobook markets.

“The publishing process can be confusing and frus-
trating. I’ll take the group through the various pub-
lishing options available. There will also be some fun 
writing exercises,” Londergan said.

Whether you’re a student seeking to complete your 
first novel, or a senior hoping to publish a memoir 
for friends and family members to enjoy, Londergan’s 
workshop is helping to make writing dreams a reality. 

“Past workshops have been attended by people of  
all ages and occupations, from 12-year-old students to 
retirees,” Londergan told the New Leader. “Five attend-
ees have written books and had them published, while 
others have had stories and articles placed in various 
publications.”

The workshop is also helpful for guests seeking 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Even at 

the height of  winter, 
with temperatures in 
the single digits and 
local water bodies fro-
zen, youngsters are 
still enjoying the thrill 
of  swimming thanks 
to a special program.

Each summer, the 
Wild Bill Swim and 
Paddle Challenge, 
held in memory of  the 
late gold medalist and 
local swimming leg-

New Haston Library 
Director excited to start 

next chapter

Courtesy

Local students enjoy swim lessons and water safety 
programming.

Local students learn 
about water safety
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WESTON — Regis announces the students that 
met academic requirements to be named to the 
university’s fall 2024 Dean’s List, in recognition of  
their outstanding academic achievements. To earn 
a spot on the Dean’s List, Regis students must earn a 
grade point average (GPA) of  3.5 or higher; first-year 
students must have a GPA of  3.25 or higher. 

This year’s Dean’s List includes:
Serenity Ayala of  North Brookfield
Alexis Gosselin of  Spencer
“Being named to the Dean’s List is an honor 

earned by students who show a persistent commit-
ment to their academic journey throughout the 
semester,” said Dr. Mary Erina Driscoll, PhD, the 
Provost and Vice President of  Academic Affairs. “At 
Regis, we prioritize the development of  students’ 
character and confidence, equipping them with the 
skills they need for a successful career and life of  
meaning. Recognition on the Dean’s List reflects a 
student’s continuous dedication to academic excel-
lence and we congratulate them on this well-earned 
recognition.” 

Founded by the Sisters of  St. Joseph nearly a cen-
tury ago, Regis challenges, inspires, and supports 
students who are driven by passion, purpose, and 

a pursuit to positively impact the world within a 
learning community that embraces inclusivity and 
innovation and builds strong character, confidence, 
and careers.

Regis College is a coed university 12 miles west 
of  Boston in Weston, founded by the Sisters of  
St. Joseph of  Boston nearly a century ago. With 
over 3,200 undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral 
students enrolled on campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis provides an academically 
rigorous education within the schools of  nursing, 
arts and sciences, business and communication, 
and health sciences. In line with Regis’ mission 
of  providing innovative, industry-focused learn-
ing opportunities, the university offers academic 
partnerships with hospitals and local employers, a 
clinical dental center in Waltham, Mass., and bache-
lor’s completion and accelerated nursing programs 
at its campus in Lawrence, Mass. The university’s 
20 NCAA Division III athletic teams compete within 
the Great Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC). 
Regis challenges, inspires, and supports students 
who are driven by passion, purpose, and a pursuit to 
positively impact the world within a learning com-
munity that embraces inclusivity and innovation 

and builds strong character, confidence, 
and careers. Visit regiscollege.edu to learn 
more.

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Dental Hygiene 
Clinic is continuing to offer free preven-
tative dental services to anyone aged 55 
or older, as well as active military mem-
bers and veterans. The clinic, located 
at QCC’s West Boylston Street campus, 
offers dental assessments, teeth clean-
ing, X-rays and fluoride treatments. 
For patients who are not in the afore-

mentioned categories, rates are $25 for 
adults and $20 for children.

“We currently have a relationship 
with Senior Connection (former-
ly Central Mass. Agency on Aging) 
through a grant that gives our senior 
patients free services in the dental clin-
ic,” said Dental Clinic Operations and 
Facilities Manager Sheryl Ficorilli.

The grant, which 

began in January of  2022, has support-
ed over 750 senior patients. The pro-
gram also provides transportation to 
and from the dental hygiene clinic.

QCC’s dental hygiene students are 
required to spend a certain number 
of  hours in direct patient care and the 
patients from this program provide that 
valuable interaction. 

“This helps our students gain the nec-
essary skills to graduate and become 
active in the area dental communi-
ty,” Ficorilli added.

To make an appointment or for 
more information, call 508-854-4306 
or visit www.QCC.edu/dental-hy-
giene-clinic.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Gov. 

Maura Healey recent-
ly announced major 
upgrades planned for the 
state’s roads, bridges, and 
regional transportation 
systems.

During an announce-
ment earlier this month, 
the Governor outlined $8 
billion in infrastructure 
projects targeted over the 
next decade. The invest-
ments will be made with-
out raising taxes, officials 
pledged.

The plan will be filed 
as legislation in the com-
ing weeks as part of  the 
Governor’s Fiscal Year 
2026 budget proposal and 
an accompanying supple-
mental budget.

“This historic trans-
portation proposal 
represents smart, for-

ward-thinking fiscal man-
agement, and it will have 
an impact on people in all 
regions of  our state,” said 
Healey. “We’re going to 
invest billions of  dollars 
to deliver better roads, 
less traffic, safer bridges, 
and a transit system that 
works in every region.”

Across central 
Massachusetts, officials 
have long called upon 
state leaders to make sig-
nificant investments in 
road and bridge improve-
ments. The Governor’s 
new plan is expected to 
bring relief  to drivers 
whose daily commutes 
not only cause traffic 
headaches, but also dam-
age to vehicles due to 
banged-up roads.

“This plan will accel-
erate our efforts to 
repair crumbling bridg-
es, fix our culverts, and 

advance important 
projects throughout the 
state,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “Our adminis-
tration knows the role 
a safe, reliable, and effi-
cient transportation sys-
tem plays in the future of  
Massachusetts, and this 
plan represents a gigan-
tic step forward.”

If  approved, the pro-
posal would direct $857 
million in surplus Fair 
Share revenue from FY24 
to public transportation. 
Additionally, the propos-
al would dedicate $765 
million in Fair Share 
resources from FY26 
to the Commonwealth 
Transportation Fund.

As part of  the cap-
ital expansion effort, 
Governor Healey intends 
to file a multi-year 
Chapter 90 bill later this 
month that would grow 

the funding pool directed 
to cities and towns to $300 
million per year for five 
years. 

The transportation 
proposal includes $2.5 bil-
lion for road and bridge 
repairs across the state 
through MassDOT, with 
money set aside for 
culverts, small bridge 
repairs, and safety and 
congestion hotspots. 

The funding would 
also allow for projects 
advancing east-west 
rail operations. These 
include proposed capac-
ity improvements near 
Pittsfield, track work and 
accessibility upgrades in 
Springfield, and station 
planning in Palmer. The 
ultimate goal is to reduce 
traffic congestion by 
offering fast, reliable 
rail service linking the 
Berkshires to Boston.

“Gov. Healey and 
Lt. Gov. Driscoll have 
stressed that transpor-
tation systems must 
work if  we want our 
communities to thrive,” 
said Massachusetts 
Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Monica 
Tibbits-Nutt. “With the 
Governor’s plan, we are 
taking very actionable 
steps to increase the use 
of  Fair Share revenue 
and offer municipalities 
more money through the 
Chapter 90 program.”

Additional proposed 
funding includes $400 mil-
lion to address workforce 
and safety initiatives 
identified as necessary 
by the Federal Transit 
Authority; $25 million 
for a Winter Resilience 
Assistance Program for 
municipalities; and $25 
million for RTA work-

force recruitment and 
retention.

The Governor also 
plans to use $1.2 billion in 
Grant Anticipation Notes 
(GANs) to borrow against 
future federal highway 
grants to finance priority 
projects statewide.

The financing plan 
was heavily informed 
by the work of  the 
Transportation Funding 
Task Force, which was 
created by Governor 
Healey through executive 
order last January. The 
task force spent the past 
year reviewing current 
and projected revenue 
sources.

To learn more about 
the Governor’s transpor-
tation and infrastructure 
proposals, visit www.
mass.gov. 
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Real estate

SPENCEr ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$565,000, 59 Molasses Hill Rd, Spink, 

Dylan J, to Bettencourt, Robert.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$325,000, 135 Baker Hill Rd, Dubois, 

Keith, to Dubois, Samuel G, and 
Grenier, Evan.

LEICESTER
$595,000, 5 Sandys Cir, Masterson, 

Lynne, to Cross, Chrisa, and Cross, 
Colin L.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
None

SPENCER
$599,900, 5 Lambs Grv, Mts Realty & 

Dev LLC, to Usher, Brenda.
$425,000, 1 Willow Ln, Carlson, 

Marie, and Carlson, Kurt, to 
Weideman Ft, and Weideman, 
Thomas E.

$370,000, 103 Maple St, Rivelli, Mark 
A, to Tuffaha, Amer, and Adam, 
Rania.

$270,000, 5 Watson St, Kelly Michael 
J Est, and Widen, Barbara A, to 
Zabecca LLC.

WARREN
$250,000, 381 Town Farm Rd, 

Gelinas, David L, to Costa, Eric P, and 
Costa, Leigh A.

$205,000, 970 East Rd, Wilson, 
Joanne R, to Naultaug Valley Farm 
LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$1,125,000, 58 John Gilbert Rd, 

Highview Campground Inc, to Wb 
Rv LLC.

$154,447, 59 Lake View Ave, Lane, 
Heather A, and Us Bank TNa Tr, to 
Tiki Properties Iii LLC.

Funds proposed for infrastructure statewide

QCC’s Dental Clinic offers free preventative dental 
services for seniors and veterans

Regis announces fall Dean’s List

Charley Blair named to President’s 
List at Plymouth State University
PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire — Charley Blair of  Leicester 

has been named to the Plymouth State University President’s 
List for the Fall 2024 semester. To be named to the President’s 
List, a student must achieve a grade point average of  3.70 or 
better for the Fall 2024 semester and must have completed 
at least 12 credit hours during the semester, at least nine 
of  which must confer grade points, at the time the lists are 
finalized. Blair is a Environmental Science & Policy major at 
Plymouth State.

About Plymouth State University
Established in 1871, Plymouth State University serves the 

state of  New Hampshire and the world beyond by transform-
ing our students through advanced practices where engaged 
learning produces well-educated undergraduates, and by pro-
viding graduate education that deepens and advances knowl-
edge and enhances professional development. The Plymouth 
State Cluster Learning Model emphasizes open, integrative, 
and project-based experiences. With distinction, we con-
nect with community and business partners for economic 
development, technological advances, healthier living, and 
cultural enrichment with a special commitment of  service 
to the North Country and Lakes Region of  New Hampshire. 
To learn more about Plymouth State University, visit www.
plymouth.edu.
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Local students earn Dean’s List 
honors at Nichols College 

DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud to recognize the academic accomplishments of  students on the 
fall 2024 Dean’s List.

Dean’s List recognizes those students who achieve high grades during a single semester. In order to 
be included on the Dean’s List, a student must have a minimum grade point average of  3.5 for at least 12 
undergraduate credit-hours and must have received no grades below B- during the semester.

The following local students have achieved Dean’s List honors for the fall 2024 semester:
Zoe Cataldo of  N. Brookfield
Anthony Costello of  Spencer
Alannah Downs of  Spencer
Nicholas Michaelian of  Leicester
Brennan Ogert of  Spencer

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned business accreditation from the prestigious Association to Advance 

Collegiate Schools of  Business (AACSB International), the longest serving global accrediting body 
for business schools and the largest business education network connecting learners, educators, and 
businesses worldwide. Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms today’s students into tomorrow’s leaders 
through a dynamic, career-focused business and professional education. Nichols offers real-world 
learning focused on professional depth - combined with vibrant living, competitive athletics, and an 
unmatched alumni advantage - equipping students to exceed their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

Local students earn President’s 
List honors at Nichols College 
DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud to recognize the academic accomplish-

ments of  students on the fall 2024 President’s List.
President’s List recognizes those students who achieve high grades during a sin-

gle semester. Students whose semester grade point average is 3.85 or higher for at 
least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and no grades below B- will receive President’s 
List honors.

The following local students have achieved President’s List honors:
Kiana Barnes of  E Brookfield
Olivia Charette of  Spencer
Timothy Charette of  Spencer
Dylan Clark of  Brookfield
Stephen Comtois of  Brookfield
Faith Lamonda of  Spencer
Jett Reilly of  Spencer

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned business accreditation from the prestigious 

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of  Business (AACSB International), the 
longest serving global accrediting body for business schools and the largest busi-
ness education network connecting learners, educators, and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms today’s students into tomorrow’s leaders 
through a dynamic, career-focused business and professional education. Nichols 
offers real-world learning focused on professional depth - combined with vibrant 
living, competitive athletics, and an unmatched alumni advantage - equipping stu-
dents to exceed their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — For area 

residents who have grap-
pled with the crumbling 
foundations crisis since 
2017, disappointment and 
setbacks have become 
all too familiar. But in 
spite of  the latest hitch 
endured when the State 
House of  Representatives 
failed to take up a bill 
meant to support affect-
ed homeowners, the new 
year is bringing fresh 
waves of  hope.

During the final leg-
islative session of  2024, 
House members took no 
action on the bill that 
was approved by State 
Senate members. Had the 
bill been greenlighted, it 
would have provided des-
perately needed support 

to homeowners.
“It’s frustrating that 

the House failed to take 
up the crumbling foun-
dations bill in the previ-
ous legislative session, 
but we’re not giving up 
and will refile legislation 
this month,” said State 
Sen. Peter Durant (R—
Spencer). “I am hopeful 
that we can garner sup-
port from our colleagues 
in the House, many of  
whom have constitu-
ents struggling with this 
issue.”

The crisis began in 
2017 with the discovery 
of  multiple deteriorating 
foundations in northern 
Connecticut and west-cen-
tral Massachusetts, all of  
which were constructed 
with concrete produced 
from stone aggregate that 
was supplied by the same 

quarry in Willington, 
Conn. 

A 2018 investigation 
confirmed that the pres-
ence of  a naturally occur-
ring iron sulfide miner-
al—pyrrhotite—tainted 
the stone aggregate pro-
duced from one vein of  
the quarry. Because the 
mineral causes a slow 
deterioration of  con-
crete foundations when 
exposed to oxygen and 
water, problems didn’t 
start surfacing at homes 
until many years after 
they were built. 

Homes constructed 
between 1983 and 2015 
could be impacted by the 
crisis, officials said. The 
majority of  the tainted 
concrete was supplied 
by the now defunct J.J. 
Mottes Concrete and 
Septic Supply Company 

in Stafford, Conn.
Cracking, flaking, 

bowing, and separa-
tion of  concrete are all 
indicators of  a problem 
that could jeopardize 
the entire house if  not 
addressed, officials warn.

The cost to replace 
a foundation ranges 
between $150,000 and 
$250,000 per house. Most 
home insurance policies 
do not cover costs associ-
ated with the crisis.

In recent years, many 
homeowners whose foun-
dations are showing signs 
of  deterioration have 
been afraid to get test-
ing done and risk being 
unable to sell their prop-
erties. Other residents 
have passed up oppor-
tunities to buy homes 
because they weren’t able 
to get extensive testing 

done in finished base-
ments.

Having spent sev-
eral years advocating 
for affected homeown-
ers, local legislators 
explained that it’s critical 
to continue putting pres-
sure on their colleagues 
and conveying the dire-
ness of  the situation.

“We often hear about 
affordable housing and 
ways the legislature can 
work to provide that, 
yet we have people who 
can afford their homes 
until their foundations 
crumble from a natural-
ly occurring element, 
and we are not working 
quickly enough to help 
them retain their homes,” 
Durant said.

This year’s refiled bill 
would establish a com-
m i s s i o n 

to study the best ways 
to deal with the growing 
problem of  crumbling 
concrete. Bay State legis-
lators are hoping to catch 
up to their counterparts 
in Connecticut, who have 
already taken several sig-
nificant actions to assist 
homeowners.

“Connecticut has 
established a workable 
program, and we cer-
tainly could use that as 
a model, or find a meth-
od more suitable for 
Massachusetts,” Durant 
said.

Last year, the proposed 
legislation was passed 
in the Senate at a formal 
summer session, then 
again at an informal 
December session.

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Kitty is the ultimate sweetheart, 
always ready to shower you with 
affection. This loving senior boy 
thrives on attention and is never 
shy about seeking out cuddles. 
He will nuzzle up to you with a 
soft purr and gracefully settle 
onto your lap, where he will hap-
pily curl up for hours of warmth 
and love.

Kitty expresses his affection with 
gentle head butts, a sign of how 
much he cherishes your company. With his sweet nature and con-
stant desire to be close, he is the perfect companion for anyone 
looking for a loving and cuddly feline friend. He would be a foster 
or a foster to adopt as he does have some medical needs. He is 
looking for a quiet, pet free home.

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

 WORCESTER — The 
Worcester County District Attorney’s 
Office has received a $50,000 grant to 
expand its youth diversion program 
to the residents of  Southbridge and 
Fitchburg, according to Worcester 
County District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early, Jr. 

 The grant from the Executive 
Office of  Public Safety and Security 
(EOPSS) will allow the office, in collab-
oration with Choices, Inc., to expand 
the Early Diversion Worcester (EDW) 
program, which diverts vulnerable 
adolescents between the ages of  12 to 
18 who might otherwise enter the crim-
inal justice system due to the impact of  
school suspensions. 

 “By reaching kids early, we 
can work to adapt and modify behavior, 
while hopefully preventing a lifetime 
of  involvement with the criminal jus-
tice system,” Early said. “This is crime 
prevention at its best.” 

The current Early Diversion 
Program has successfully enrolled 

and screened 60 youth since its full 
implementation in February 2024. 
One parent of  a participant shared, 
“The Choices program is a support-
ive, accepting environment that has 
had a huge impact on my son and our 
family. In just a couple of  months, he 
has made new friends and has found 
the motivation to strive for his dreams 
again. We are forever grateful.”

Research by Citizens For Juvenile 
Justice (CFJJ) has shown that youth 
are twice as likely to be arrested 
during periods of  school suspension 
or expulsion. In response to this issue, 
the Healey-Driscoll Administration 
allocated nearly $200,000 through the 
Title II Formula Grant Program to 
support nonprofit organizations, local 
police, and state agencies working to 
prevent at-risk youth from entering the 
juvenile justice system. The funding 
is designed to improve outcomes for 
adolescents through community-based 
organizations that offer essential ser-
vices and support.

The program offers a pre-arrest 
diversion model that provides com-
prehensive, trauma-informed, recov-
ery-oriented, and equity-based behav-
ioral health services to youth and their 
families. These services will be pro-
vided at the Choices program center 
in Worcester, where participants will 
receive individualized care.

Voluntary participants in the pro-
gram will undergo a comprehensive 
intake and assessment, which will 
guide the development of  a person-cen-
tered care plan. This plan will con-
sider the child’s current risk status, 
history, available resources, and the 
needs of  both the child and their fam-
ily. In addition, participants will have 
access to daily programming and free 
transportation to the Choices center in 
Worcester. It is anticipated that the pro-
gram will assist 20 to 25 youth through 
the duration of  the grant.

Legislators seek support for those  
dealing with crumbling foundations

DA’s office receives $50,000 to  
implement Juvenile Diversion program

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Leicester Police Log  
Thursday, January 16
12:10 a.m.: disturbance (Stafford 

Street), resolved; 8:27 a.m.: restraining 
order service (Pleasant Street), report 
taken; 8:28 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 
Street), services rendered; 8:53 a.m.: 
accident (South Main Street), report 
taken; 8:56 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), citation issued; 10:12 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
resolved; 10:31 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
10:41 a.m.: fraud (South Main Street), 
report taken; 11:13 a.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), spoken 
to; 11:39 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 12:07 p.m.: welfare check 
(Mill Street), services rendered; 12:32 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken 
to; 12:43 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 12:51 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), no action required; 1:03 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 1:13 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended 
license, criminal application issued; 
1:43 p.m.: summons service (King 
Street Extension), unable to serve; 
1:57 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 2:13 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 2:14 
p.m.: investigation (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 4:07 p.m.: welfare check 
(South Main Street), unable to locate; 
5:10 p.m.: summons service (King 
Street Extension), unable to serve; 5:53 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), writ-
ten warning; 6:08 p.m.: summons ser-
vice (King Street Extension), unable 
to serve; 8:07 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Warren Avenue), resolved; 8:18 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Paxton Street), resolved; 
8:27 p.m.: mv stop (Whittemore Street), 
written warning; 8:46 p.m.: ambulance 
(Merrick Street), transported; 9:16 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 9:29 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 9:46 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
7:06 a.m.: suspicious mv (Douglas 

Drive), resolved; 8:54 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Main Street), report taken; 9:18 
a.m.: assist other agency (Main Street), 
services rendered; 9:47 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Main Street), report taken; 11:05 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op 
w/suspended license, improper opera-
tion, criminal application issued; 11:40 
a.m.: suspicious mv (McNeil Highway), 
resolved; 11:55 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:15 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
1:16 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 1:35 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), written warning; 1:39 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 1:44 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 1:52 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), resolved; 2:01 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 2:10 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 2:19 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 

2:22 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 2:34 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 3:55 p.m.: 

ambulance (Silver Street, Worcester), 
transported; 3:58 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 5:07 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 
Street), transported; 5:48 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Hawley Street), transported; 
5:48 p.m.: erratic operator (South Main 
Street), gone on arrival; 6:02 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
8:02 p.m.: residential alarm (Pleasant 
Street), call canceled.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
1:50 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 2:44 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
3:25 a.m.: accident (Main Street), 
Kristopher J. Dufault, 40, 19 Willow 
Street, North Brookfield, OUI liquor, 
marked lanes violation, arrest; 8:08 
a.m.: transport (South Main Street), 
transported to hospital; 8:10 a.m.: 
ambulance (Virginia Drive), transport-
ed; 9:01 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 
Street), services rendered; 10:58 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 11:25 a.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), name and address redacted 
from police log, shoplifting by asporta-
tion/second offense; 11:48 a.m.: assist 
other PD (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 12:54 p.m.: ambulance (Henshaw 
Street), transported; 2:07 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 2:15 
p.m.: ambulance (Rawson Street), 
transported; 4:37 p.m.: ambulance 
(Redfield Road), transported; 4:53 p.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 5:34 
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street); 
9:19 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, uninsured mv, op w/suspended 
registration, criminal application 
issued; 11:10 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), false alarm.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
1:22 a.m.: erratic operator (Main 

Street), unfounded; 1:30 a.m.: assist 
other police (Main Street, Spencer), 
services rendered; 2:46 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), false alarm; 
3:46 a.m.: attempted b&e (Salminen 
Drive), investigated; 4:45 a.m.: plow-
ing/sanding requested (Town Beach 
Road), resolved; 8:01 a.m.: ambulance 
(Salminen Drive), transported; 8:18 
a.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 8:42 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 9:16 a.m.: assist citi-
zen (Sargent Street); 9:21 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:33 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:51 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), verbal warning; 9:55 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:23 a.m.: missing person (Whittemore 
Street), report taken; 10:40 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Whittemore Street), transport-
ed; 11:30 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Flint 
Way), resolved; 12:47 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, no inspection sticker, crim-
inal application issued; 1:19 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:25 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 1:33 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Main Street), resolved; 2:00 p.m.: 
mv stop (Paxton Street), verbal warn-

ing; 2:20 p.m.: assist other agency 
(Marlboro Drive), resolved; 2:26 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
2:30 p.m.: animal complaint (Parker 
Street), referred; 3:42 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 
mv, unregistered mv, op w/suspend-
ed registration, criminal application 
issued; 6:13 p.m.: disturbance (Auburn 
Street), peace restored; 6:28 p.m.: acci-
dent (Stafford Street), report taken; 
7:51 p.m.: parking complaint (Burncoat 
Lane), resolved; 8:43 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Main Street), referred; 10:18 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Marshall Street), assisted.

MONDAY, JANUARY 20
8:41 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 

Street), false alarm; 3:42 p.m.: welfare 
check (Birchwood Drive), assisted.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
12:24 a.m.: erratic operator (Main 

Street), unable to locate; 6:59 a.m.: inves-
tigation (South main Street), report 
taken; 10:45 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 12:59 p.m.: 
investigation (Rawson Street), report 
taken; 1:15 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 2:19 p.m.: ambulance 
(Mulberry Street), transported; 6:08 
p.m.: disturbance (Soojians Drive), ser-
vices rendered; 6:16 p.m.: ambulance 
(Waterman Street, Worcester), trans-
ported; 11:03 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 11:51 
p.m.: ambulance (Wheelock Street, 
Oxford), transported.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
3:18 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 8:24 
a.m.: animal complaint (Washburn 
Street), referred; 8:51 a.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, criminal application 
issued; 9:15 a.m.: accident (Bond Street), 
report taken; 9:24 a.m.: ambulance 
(Denny Place), transported; 9:44 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 11:48 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 12:04 p.m.: 
mv stop (Whittemore Street), verbal 
warning; 12:30 p.m.: larceny (Fairview 
Drive), call canceled; 12:49 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
12:52 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 3:56 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Tanglewood Road); 4:51 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 5:12 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 6:32 p.m.: welfare check 
(Baldwin Street), transported to hos-
pital; 7:02 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
10:29 p.m.: ambulance (River Street), 
transported; 11:39 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Soojians Drive), unable to locate.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
12:30-2:26 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:18 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 7:32 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:47 a.m.: fire alarm (McCormick 

Road), referred; 11:14 a.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 11:15 
a.m.: fraud (Sumner Street), report 
taken; 11:43 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 12:48 a.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 1:16 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Paxton Road), DA 
notification; 1:43 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Church Street); 2:11 p.m.: officer 
wanted (North Spencer Road), re: call 
from former customer; 5:38 p.m.: 911 
call (Craig Street), child w/phone; 5:39 
p.m.: medical/general (Wall Street), 
lift assist; 5:40 p.m.: medical/general 
(Lincoln Street); 6:15 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Mechanic Street), referred; 7:10 
p.m.: officer wanted (Valley Street), 
roommate dispute; 9:52 p.m.: 911 call 
(Richland Avenue), hang-up; 10:01 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Maple Street), mailbox 
stolen; (total daily mv stops – 1).

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
12:23-2:44 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:41 a.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; 2:27 a.m.: parking 
violation (Grove Street), ticket issued; 
6:51 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 7:58 a.m.: medical/
general (Church Street), lift assist; 8:58 
a.m.: medical/general (Valley Street); 
9:04 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
accidental; 9:52 a.m.: illegal dumping 
(East Charlton Road), investigated; 
9:54 a.m.: animal complaint (Wilson 
Avenue), re: dog waste; 10:03 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Bixby Road); 12:53 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Greenville Street), req. 
escort/retrieve belongings; 12:47 p.m.: 
medical/general (Valley Street); 1:52 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), req. 
welfare check; 3:37 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Lincoln Street), investigat-
ed; 4:05 p.m.: hit/run accident (North 
Spencer Road), report taken; 4:42 p.m.: 
accident (West Main Street), report 
taken; 6:20 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 6:51 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Bixby Road), lift assist; 
7:02 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; (total daily mv stops – 1).

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
12:13 a.m.: mv repossessed (Cottage 

Street), info rec’d; 12:45-1:42 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 1:48 a.m.: 
parking violation (Main Street), ticket 
issued; 2:00 a.m.: mv theft (Meadow 
Road), plates stolen from mv; 4:29 a.m.: 
medical/general (Sherwood Drive), 
lift assist; 7:36 a.m.: medical/general 
(Mechanic Street); 7:55 a.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), services rendered; 
8:15 a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
assisted;  11:53 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Cherry Street); 3:03 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Howe Village), req. welfare 
check; 3:05 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Wilson Street); 3:26 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), response not noted 
on police log; 5:09 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Franklin Street), req. escort; 5:49 
p.m.: fire/woods/grass (East Charlton 
Road), illegal burn; 6:01 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 6:22 p.m.: 
mutual aid (Route 49), assist East 
Brookfield PD; 6:54 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Paxton Road); 7:56 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Pleasant Street), 
investigated; 9:38 p.m.: officer want-

POLICE REPORTS

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

GREAT SELECTION OF
 NEW AND GENTLY USED 

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

In Home Service Calls

DAVE’S 
APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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ed (Chestnut Street), issue w/neigh-
bor; 11:29 p.m.: medical/sudden death 
(Cranberry Meadow Road); (total daily 
mv stops – 2).

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
12:05 a.m.: medical/general 

(Lakeview Drive); 1:34-2:27 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 1:55 a.m.: DPW 
call (Paxton Road), wire down; 2:35 a.m.: 
parking violation (Mechanic Street), 
ticket issued; 2:42 a.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), assist Brookfield 
PD/mv stop; 7:58 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Longview Drive); 8:07 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), spoken to; 8:09 
a.m.: medical/general (Marble Drive), 
lift assist; 9:11 a.m.: medical/general 
(Treadwell Drive); 10:29 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Paxton Road); 11:28 
a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), assist 
Leicester PD/Walmart shoplifter; 12:35 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
assist Worcester PD/locate male; 12:51 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:11 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Cherry Street), loose dog; 1:54 p.m.: 
medical/general (Paxton Road); 3:10 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
re: lost wallet; 4:07 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Wire Village Road), loose dogs; 
5:06 p.m.: RV complaint (Clark Road) 
kids/quads on ice; 5:48 p.m.: disturbance 
(Chestnut Street), noise complaint; 6:00 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Smithville 
Road), investigated; 6:41 p.m.: accident 
(Cranberry Meadow Road), report 
taken; 6:46 p.m. officer wanted (Church 
Street), unwanted parties; 7:19 p.m.: 
accident (North Brookfield Road), mv 
vs deer; 7:23 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 8:34 p.m.: resi-
dential fire (North Brookfield Road), 
referred; 8:47 p.m.: medical/general 
(North Brookfield Road); 9:14 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Valley Street), rep. harass-
ing text msgs.; 9:26 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), restaurant lights left on; 
(total daily mv stops – 1).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
12:13-1:12 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:19 a.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), m/f  verbal dispute; 1:34 a.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; 4:24 a.m.: DPW call (West 
Main Street), rep. slippery conditions; 

4:43 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:09 a.m.: medical/
general (Browning Pond Road); 9:22 
a.m.: medical/general (Longview 
Drive); 9:53 a.m.: DPW call (Delude 
Avenue), icy conditions; 10:31 a.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), pt. left 
residence/has dementia; 10:33 a.m.: 911 
call (Bond Street), hang-up; 10:52 a.m.: 
mv complaint (Bond Street), req. speed 
board; 11:55 a.m.: officer wanted (Park 
Street), c/o unsafe ice; 12:05 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (Kingsbury Road), tires left 
on property; 12:07 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Donnelly Road); 12:46 p.m.: hit/run 
accident (Church Street), report taken; 
12:50 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 1:43 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 2:40 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (West Main Street), rep. violating 
no passing zone; 2:54 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 3:27 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 3:27 p.m.: 
disturbance (Elm Street), noise com-
plaint; 3:40 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), response not noted on police 
log; 3:53 p.m.: medical/general (Cherry 
Street); 4:48 p.m.: mutual aid (Main 
Street), assist State Police/mv stop; 7:14 
p.m.: medical/general (Donnelly Cross 
Road); 8:23 p.m.: accident (Smithville 
Road), report taken; 8:32 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Chestnut Street), c/o mv 
in roadway; 9:55 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 10:45 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Adams Street), rep. poss. acci-
dent; 11:10 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), DPW req. mvs removed by 
library; 11:39 p.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; (total 
daily mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, JANUARY 20
1:25-1:41 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:36 a.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 4:28 a.m.: 
DPW call (Charron Street), snow block-
ing d/way; 6:41 a.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street), lift assist; 8:42 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Pleasant Street), referred; 9:49 
a.m.: officer wanted (Church Street), 
rep. stolen items; 9:51 a.m.: medical/
general (Candlewood Drive); 10:49 a.m.: 
medical/general (Pioneer Valley Drive); 
11:05 a.m.: medical/general (Briarcliff  
Lane); 12:34 p.m.: accident (Clark Road), 

report taken; 1:25 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (Linden Street), juveniles entered 
bldg.; 1:37 p.m.: fraud (Main Street), 
report taken; 2:42 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Pleasant Street), mv obstructing plow; 
3:03 p.m.: 911 call (Woodside Road), acci-
dental; 4:36 p.m.: DPW call (West Main 
Street), DPW advising will treat roads; 
5:10 p.m.: mv lockout (Main Street), 
assisted; 6:21 p.m.: mv complaint (Route 
49), erratic operator; 7:28 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), unwanted party; 
7:49 p.m.: 911 call (Mechanic Street), 
open line; 8:45 p.m.: disturbance 
(Cherry Street), verbal altercation; 
10:20 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); (total daily mv stops – 0).

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
12:58 a.m.: medical/general (Westland 

Drive), lift assist; 6:55 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 7:58 a.m.: 
accident (Main Street), report taken; 
8:35 a.m.: accident (Ash Street), report 
taken; 8:40 a.m.: fire alarm (Mercury 
Drive), maintenance; 9:40 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Greenville Street); 10:10 
a.m.: fraud (Borkum Road), report 
taken; 10:40 a.m.: juvenile matter (West 
Main Street), DA referral; 11:32 a.m.: 
medical/general (Sherwood Drive); 
11:50 a.m.: fire alarm (Pleasant Street), 
referred; 12:04 p.m.: illegal dumping 
(Mill Street), hot water heater dumped; 
12:20 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 12:40 p.m.: officer 
(Main Street), c/o pharmacist refusing 
to fill Rx; 1:00 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Paxton Road), misdial; 1:06 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Donnelly Road); 2:25 p.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(West Main Street); 2:42 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 4:11 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Debbie Drive), referred; 
4:29 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 6:00 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 6:33 p.m.: mv lockout 
(North Spencer Road), assisted; 7:25 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
c/o issues w/mv purchased; 7:31 p.m.: 
medical/general (Valley Street); 10:57 
p.m.: medical/general (Collier Circle), 
lift assist; (total daily mv stops – 1).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 01/27/25 was $3.47 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL Community 
    Connection

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

JANUARY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Hamburger
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Chicken Parmesan 
or Chicken Cutlet  

Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

 SEASONED 
CORD WOOD

Our Wood was Cut 
down 2 years ago.

 All hard wood. 
Cut and Split to your 
size. 2 cord orders no 

delivery Charge.
$300. Per Cord.                         

Call or Text 
413-668-7858

Paxton 
Senior 

Explorers 
planning trip 

to Norway
PAXTON — Ever wished to travel to 

Norway? Here’s your opportunity to 
join the Paxton Senior Explorers as 
we plan a trip to Norway in September.

Trip highlights include:
Bergen, Fløibanen Funicular 
Nordfjord Folk Museum
Geirangerfjord Cruise
Loen Skylift
Flåm Railway
Borgund Stave Church, Oslo  

The trip details are as follows:
Nine-day trip from Sept. 12-20
Includes seven breakfasts and five 

dinners
There is an optional three-night 

post-tour to Iceland (Collette supplied)
If  there are 10 people interested, we 

will offer an optional custom planned 
three-day pre-tour trip to Sweden, 
including

Flight to Stockholm, with transfers 
to Hotel and back to airport

Tour of  Stockholm sites
Dinner 
Breakfast
Ferry to one or two archipelagos
Swedish smorgasbord supper
Breakfast
Flight to Norway
 

We have arranged a presentation 
by Collette about the trip details at 
the Paxton Senior Center 19 West St 
(Route 31) on Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. If  
interested, I hope you can attend! If  
you are interested but cannot attend 
the presentation, please contact Bill 
Murwin at (508)-756-3192.
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To the Editor:

I have previously pointed out that 
Trump kept none of  his campaign 
promises in his first term.  We have hit 
the jackpot this term, with him spend-
ing much of  his first day, signing exec-
utive orders that either created new 
rules or undid Biden term initiatives.  
In fact, I think the Gulf  of  America 
concept might even have been created 
post election. While many of  his exec-
utive actions, may be desirable, the 
here are many the courts must rule on 
and some are just illegal.

He has removed the Medicare phar-
ma negotiations, price protections and 
watch for the cap on insulin to go 
away. One of  his minions is looking 
to pare down the number of  federal 
employees.  If  he fired them all, it 
would save less than a trillion dollars, 
but still plans to  borrow four and a 
half  trillion to give tax breaks to his 
group.  Considering that Elon Musk’s 
net worth has gone from $40 billion 
to $500 million, I fully expect his $500 
million influence purchase will make 
him the first trillionaire.

Trump is not a racist; it is people 
who are not rich that he dislikes.  It 
is just coincidence that many of  the 
not rich are also not white. When 
asked by an aide why he gets away 
with so many lies, he replied that his 
cellar dwellers will believe anything 
he repeats often enough.

He loves the uneducated, and has 
tried to expand their majority.

I am not saying  that all of  his 
cabinet selections are awful, because, 
with absolute loyalty being the major 
prerequisite, choices, especially for 
jobs that require judgement and hon-
esty,  limits choices. With the Sec Def  
choice, my granddaughter and several 
female friends , are rethinking their 
potential if  they stay in.  Tell me you 
are just kidding about no polio vac-
cine.  When I heard the DOJ was going 
to focus on drugs and sex trafficking, I 
did not realize he meant putting some-
one experienced at both , in charge as 
AG.  When choosing a national secu-
rity advisor familiar with our major 
adversaries, I did not think meant 
someone who visits them.

In putting a convicted felon, who 
has threatened to weaponize the DOJ 
against his detractors, is not an excel-
lent reason to issue them all pardons’ 
then the guy who pardoned his posse 
last term and all of  the cop beating 
insurrectionists this term, does not 
prove that he is a mob boss, you proba-
bly voted for him and don’t care.

If  anything he said or did during his 
campaign, led you to believe he would 
improve your lives, you have my sym-
pathy. I have long explained that you 
can tell he is lying when his lips move.  
Let the buyer’s remorse commence, 
if  not immediately, when you go buy 
eggs or lumber.

Ken Kimball
brooKfield

Getting what we deserve

To the Editor:

Like Humpty Dumpty, our United 
States just fell off  a wall.  Can we put 
it back again? 

Our now current President indi-
cated that if  elected, he would begin 
as “dictator for a day.” As with the 
numerous others like him,  he really 
meant day after day after day. 

In the case of  our country, this 
means, from the first day, dumping  
our country’s great and mostly suc-
cessful  250 year old democracy, which 
has been the envy of  the world.  It 
means into that Mar-A-Lago gar-
bage bag goes our Constitution, our 
democratic values, rule of  laws and 
our separation of  powers between 
Congress, the Supreme Court and the 
Presidency.

It also means that unlike our great 
presidents of  the past -Washington, 
Lincoln, the Roosevelts, Truman, 
Eisenhower and others, who governed 
with the advice and consent of  those 
powers, we now have a President who 
says “I alone” have the power and 
ability to govern all the United States.  

After growing up in working class 
family in Auburn and Spencer, I had 
the opportunity to work and live in 
most parts of  the world. Doing this, I 

got to see  and work in many democra-
cies and dictatorships. 

Democracies, even young ones, 
since they govern with “We the peo-
ple,” while they most often do a better 
job for the people, like, say,  those in 
Eastern Europe.  

Dictatorships by the “We alone will 
govern” concentrate on control and 
providing wealth and benefits to the 
“Making Great”  leader  and their 
billionaire supporters, like, say, Elon 
Musk. 

With democracies, if  you aren’t 
happy with a particular government, 
you can vote it out of  power.

With dictatorships, you can’t, and 
once a country goes down that road, it 
becomes very, very, hard to come back. 
Like, say, Putin’s Russia.

We now most certainly have to take 
one road or another – keeping and 
saving  our 250 American democracy 
or taking the “I Alone” road.  

Like Ben Franklin, I hope we put in 
the hard work needed to keep democ-
racy.   

Kevin Kane
Spencer

Can we put Humpty Dumpty 
 back together again?

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Keeping it 
local 

—why our 
community

 matters 
most

Big stories from far away dominate 
our feeds, leaving little room for the 
stories that directly impact our daily 
lives. But here in New England, we have 
something special, a culture of  prag-
matism, resilience, and a commitment 
to our neighbors that deserves more of  
our attention than any distant drama.

When you know what’s happening in 
your town, you can make better deci-
sions, participate in meaningful ways, 
and strengthen your community. From 
town meetings and school board deci-
sions to the opening of  a new business 
or a neighbor organizing a food drive, 
these are the stories that impact our 
daily lives. 

Local news reminds us that what 
happens right outside our door often 
affects us far more than what’s unfold-
ing hundreds of  miles away. Sure, keep-
ing an eye on national or global events 
is important, but the real opportunities 
for change and impact start right here.

Living in New England is a badge of  
honor. This isn’t an easy place to call 
home, and we like it that way. The win-
ters are brutal, the terrain is rugged, 
and the people. We’re straightforward, 
skeptical of  nonsense, and fiercely inde-
pendent. But beneath that no-nonsense 
exterior is a deep sense of  loyalty and 
community.

We might argue about who makes the 
best chowder or complain about tour-
ists clogging the roads in leaf-peeping 
season, but when someone in our com-
munity needs help, we show up. 

Social media and national headlines 
are filled with division and negativity, 
but we know better. We’ve built a cul-
ture where actions matter more than 
words and where we measure people 
not by their politics, but by how they 
treat others.

Ask yourself, how can I make an 
impact here? Can you volunteer at a 
local food pantry? Mentor a student? 
Organize a block party to bring people 
together? These small, tangible actions 
might not make national news, but 
they’ll make a world of  difference to the 
people around you.

At the end of  the day, we’re New 
Englanders. We don’t fall for the fluff  
or the fearmongering. We know life is 
about the relationships we build and the 
community we create. It’s about show-
ing up, speaking truth, and taking care 
of  the people around us.

Once you retire, you’ll likely need to 
draw on a variety of  financial sources 
— and one of  the most important ones 
may be your 401(k). And for 2025, you 
can put even more money into your plan 
than ever.

You can invest in your 401(k) in one 
of  two ways, depending on your employ-
er’s plan. With a traditional 401(k), you 
contribute pre-tax dollars, which can 
lower your taxable income, and your 
money can grow tax deferred. If  you 
have a Roth 401(k) option, you can con-
tribute after-tax dollars, which aren’t 
deductible, but your eventual withdraw-
als will be tax-free if  you’ve had your 
account at least five years and you’re at 
least 59 and a half.

For either a traditional or Roth 401(k), 
as well as similar plans such as a 457(b) 
(for government employees) or a 403(b) 
(for educators and employees of  some 
nonprofit groups), the contribution 
limit has increased by $500 for 2025, to 
$23,500. If  you’re 50 or older, you can 
contribute an additional $7,500, for a 
total of  $31,000. And under the SECURE 
2.0 legislation, if  you are between 60 and 
63, you have a higher catch-up contribu-
tion — $11,250, instead of  $7,500, for a 
total of  $34,750.

If  you can afford to contribute the full 
amount to your 401(k) or similar plan, 
consider doing so. Of  course, not every-
one is in that position. If  you’re a young-
er worker, you may well have other 
financial obligations, such as paying off  
student loans. And even if  you’ve been 
in the workforce for a while, you may be 
putting away money for other things — 
such as your children’s education — as 
well as your own retirement. But even 
if  you can’t “max out” on your 401(k), 
try to contribute at least enough to earn 
your employer’s matching contribution, 
if  one is offered.

Regardless of  how much you con-
tribute to your 401(k), consider these 
suggestions on managing the money 
within your plan:

Create a portfolio that fits your risk 
tolerance. Most 401(k) plans offer up to 
a dozen investment options, while some 
plans offer many more. You obviously 
want to increase your 401(k) balance 
as much as possible, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean putting all your 401(k) 
dollars into the most aggressive funds 
available. Instead, consider spreading 
your 401(k) contributions among a 
range of  investments, which can help 
you lower your risk level while still 
giving you opportunities for long-term 
growth. Everyone’s risk tolerance is dif-
ferent, though, so you’ll want to evalu-
ate yours when constructing your 401(k) 
portfolio.

Adjust your portfolio as needed. It’s a 
good idea to review your 401(k)’s invest-
ment mix at least once a year to see if  
it’s performing as you’d hoped. But be 
patient — one “down” year doesn’t nec-
essarily mean you must make changes. 
However, as you approach retirement, 
you may want to lower the risk level 
of  your 401(k) by moving some of  your 
dollars into more conservative vehi-
cles. Still, even when you’re retired and 
have started drawing money from your 
401(k), you might want to keep some 
growth potential in it to help you stay 
ahead of  inflation.

By contributing what you can afford 
to your 401(k), and by carefully manag-
ing the investments within your plan, 
you can help maximize the value of  this 
powerful retirement savings vehicle — 
and give yourself  a key asset to help you 
enjoy your retirement years.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

You can put 
more into 

your 401(k) 
this year

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

Many people feel they can’t 
have the life they want because 
of  their past limitations or fail-
ures.

Maybe your family wasn’t 
there for you, you didn’t get the 
proper education, or you’ve been 
fired from multiple jobs or mis-
treated in relationships.

Many things aren’t fair and can 
cause a chain reaction of  events that 
can take us far off  course. Sometimes, 
we make bad choices and miss out on 
the life we want, but that doesn’t mean 
it has to stay that way

“All our dreams can come true, if  
we have the courage to pursue them.” 
– Walt Disney.

But what gives a person the courage 
to pursue their dreams? One factor is 
a positive vision of  what’s possible.

The problem isn’t that people lack 
vision—it’s that their vision of  the 
future is often shaped by the failures 
and limitations of  their past. In other 
words, they do have a vision—but it’s 
a negative one.

One trait of  a successful person 
is they don’t allow themselves to be 
defined by their failures or their pres-
ent unfavorable circumstances.

Instead, they define themselves by a 
positive vision of  their future.

That seems odd when you think 
about it. They define themselves by 

something that hasn’t even hap-
pened yet.

It’s easy to look at a great per-
son and assume they had every-
thing handed to them or that 
somehow life was much easier 
on them than it was on you.

I have many fond memories of  
my parents taking me to Disney 
World. I’ve been on the rides, 

seen the movies, and heard about the 
man who built it all, Walt Disney. I’ve 
driven past the Disney skyscraper in 
Burbank, Calif., hundreds of  times; 
I’ve auditioned at Walt Disney Studios 
dozens of  times.

When surrounded by all that accom-
plishment, it’s hard to imagine that 
Walt ever faced any hardship.

Most don’t know that Walt Disney 
was fired from his job at the Kansas 
City Star after his newspaper editor 
told him that he didn’t have enough 
imagination or creativity!

What if  Walt Disney allowed him-
self  to be defined by that moment, 
and for the next 20 years, he wan-
dered from job to job, telling himself, 
“I’m not creative, I don’t have a good 
enough imagination….”

Instead, imagine Walt in Kansas 
City after Laugh-O-Gram failed, sit-
ting alone in his office, staring at 

TOBY
MOORE

PositiveLy 
sPeaking

Walt Disney

Turn To POSITIVELY page     A7
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Creating an indoor oasis of  greenery can help lift 
your spirits, reduce stress and improve your overall 
wellbeing. Challenges arise when growing indoor 
plants with kids and pets in the house. Keep them 
safe by selecting pet- and kid-safe plants and pest 
management strategies.

Increase your indoor gardening success by select-
ing plants suited to your home’s growing condi-
tions and gardening style. If  you tend to overwater 
your plants, grow moisture-loving plants or opt for 
more drought-tolerant plants if  you practice benign 
neglect. Once you have your list, double-check their 
people and pet toxicity. Consult with your veterinari-
an and visit the American Society for the Prevention 
of  Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) website for a list of  
pet-safe and toxic plants. Consult with your pediatri-
cian, local botanical garden, and children’s hospital 
for a list of  kid-friendly indoor plants.  

Keep an ongoing list of  all the plants you are grow-
ing. Include both common and botanical names for 
accurate identification. Research the care they need 
and their toxicity to your pets and youngsters in the 
home. If  you suspect your pet or child has ingested a 
toxic plant, you’ll have the proper plant name when 
contacting your veterinarian or poison control center.

Display any toxic plants out of  the reach of  curious 
kids and pets.  This can be challenging if  your cat or 
child is skilled at jumping and climbing. With so many 
beautiful houseplants, play it safe and avoid those that 
are toxic or too tempting.

Secure plants against 
accidental tipping by 
inquisitive pets and 
kids with mounting 
putty. A couple of  pieces 
on the bottom of  the pot 
will help reduce the risk 
of  spilled plants and 
soil. Invest in pots with 
wider bases for floor 
plants or secure several 
pots together to reduce 

the risk of  tipping.
Cover the soil surface to prevent children and pets 

from digging. Fiber mulch and plant pot grid covers 
create a barrier between the soil and those who like 
to dig.

 Once you narrow down the list, place your kid- and 
pet-friendly plants where they will receive the nec-
essary amount of  sunlight.  An east- or west-facing 
window provides enough light for most indoor plants.  
Keep those that need brighter light within two feet 
of  the window. Those that prefer lower light can be 
grown near a north-facing window or up to six feet 
back or off  to the side of  an east- or west-facing win-
dow. 

Regularly groom and wipe dust off  the leaves of  
your indoor plants to help reduce the risk of  insect 
damage.  Remove spotted leaves when they appear 
and adjust your watering. This is often enough to 

correct fungal disease problems. Enlist children in 
the ongoing care of  your indoor plants. This will help 
them gain respect for the plants and may instill a love 
of  gardening.

Give kids a hand lens and go on an indoor pest 
hunt. Children often find bugs more interesting 
than plants. Have them place yellow sticky traps 
like Summitâ Sticky Traps in various pots to help 
monitor and trap insect pests. 

Always look for kid- and pet-friendly options when 
intervention is needed. Start with a strong blast of  
water to dislodge pests like aphids and mites. Follow 
with an application of  a lightweight horticulture oil 
like Summitâ Year-Roundâ Spray Oil. This organic 
spray controls aphids, mites, immature whiteflies, and 
all stages of  scale and mealybugs.  

And if  those tiny fruit-fly-like gnats are 
too annoying to tolerate, consider man-
aging them with a Bacillus thuringiensis 
israelensis product like Summitâ Mosquito 
Bitsâ(SummitResponsibleSolutions.com).

 It’s labeled for controlling fungus gnat lar-
vae and is non-toxic for people, pets, and plants. 
Always read and follow label directions when using 
any product. You’ll have better results and prevent 
problems caused by misapplication.

Proper plant selection and ongoing care will help 
keep your indoor plants healthy and children and pets 
safe from harm.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening 
books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and was commissioned by Summit 
for her expertise to write this article. Myers’ website 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Kid- and pet-friendly indoor gardening

Melinda Myers

Prayer plant (Maranta leuconeura) is a tropical plant with 
beautiful, unique foliage that’s non-toxic to pets and people.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 1/31 & SATURDAY 2/1

COD
AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 1/31/25

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Tips for Painting Perfection!  
Are the winter dol-

drums setting in?  Why 
not perk up your space 
with a paint project? 
Since nothing trans-
forms a space quicker or 
cheaper than paint, it’s 
a natural choice for a 
mini makeover.  Whether 
you’re painting an entire 
room or a piece of  furni-
ture, the following ideas and tech-
niques can help ensure paint per-
fection!

**
Paint is one the easiest, cost effec-

tive ways to alter and enhance the 
spaces you live in. The golden rule 
to painting walls is that dark col-
ors absorb light, making a room 
appear smaller, and whites and pas-
tels reflect the light, creating a spa-
cious feel.  To expand a small room, 
paint the walls a color from the 
cool end of  the color wheel.  In fact, 
paint company Sherwin-Williams 
recommends choosing blue, green 
or violet hues to make walls appear 
to recede.

**
Paint can also be used to visual-

ly correct architectural flaws. To 
widen a long narrow room, use a 
slightly darker color on the short-
er walls and a lighter color on the 
longer walls. To make a low ceiling 
appear higher, be sure the ceiling 
is a lighter color than the walls.  A 
long hallway can be shortened by 
painting the wall at the end a dark 
color to bring it closer.  And rectan-
gular rooms can instantly appear 
more symmetric by painting the 
two short end walls a darker shade.

**
The proper paint finish can be 

used to camouflage imperfect walls. 
For example, Paints that have no 
sheen, also known as “flat” or 
“matte” finishes absorb the light. 
These porous finishes are ideal for 
hiding flaws in ceilings and walls 
and are especially appreciated 
when working with old, plaster sur-
faces. The downfall is they cannot 
withstand cleaning and scrubbing 
so they are not practical for kitch-
ens, bathrooms, children’s rooms or 
other high traffic areas.

**
Eggshell finish has a slight sheen, 

similar to that of  an eggshell, so it 
is still somewhat effective at hiding 
flaws. Its velvety look makes it a 
popular choice and eggshell finish 
is a bit more reflective than flat 
paint so it doesn’t show every scuff  
and can tolerate light cleaning.  
Satin finish paint is more durable 

than matte or 
eggshell fin-
ishes. It has a 
light sheen, and 
resists mois-
ture, which 
makes it a pop-
ular option for 
kitchens and 
bathrooms.

S e m i - g l o s s 
finishes reflect light and offer a 
bright, glossy finish which can real-
ly add to a room’s appeal. Surfaces 
are easily cleaned, however the 
shiny finish shows surface imper-
fections, making it impractical for 
many applications. Newer trims 
and moldings are ideal candidates 
for semi-gloss paint.

A glossy finish provides a high 
gloss shine, is very durable and easy 
to clean. The brilliant shine is typ-
ically used for small accent areas, 
as the finish is very reflective and 
too distracting for most area appli-
cations.

**
Not sure how much paint to 

buy?  Most major paint compa-
nies and home centers offer easy 
to use paint calculators on their 
websites for precise measuring.  Or, 
to estimate the amount of  paint you 
need in order to cover the walls of  
a room, multiply the perimeter of  
the room by the ceiling height to get 
square feet. Subtract 20 square feet 
for each door and 15 square feet for 
each average-sized window in the 
room. The figure you end up with is 
a pretty close estimate of  the actual 
wall area. Keep in mind, you can 
expect one gallon of  paint to cover 
approximately 350 square feet.

**
Want to know the most efficient 

order of  painting a room? Experts 
advise painting ceiling, walls, trim, 
cabinets, and doors.

**
Quick Tips
For a quick patch job on walls, 

simply use items on hand: Mix 
equal parts of  starch and salt, with 
just enough water to make a thick 
paste.  Apply and smooth over 
cracks or small holes.  

When mixing up commercial 
plaster, you’ll reduce lumps if  you 
add the powdered plaster to the 
water instead of  adding water to 
the plaster.

Sanding is a tedious chore.  To 
reduce sanding on plastered walls, 
simply go over freshly applied joint 
compound with a wet paint brush 
for a smooth finish.

Ensure a smooth surface: Before 

painting over an old bureau or 
other piece of  furniture, you can 
easily clean the finish by wiping it 
down with a lintfree cloth damp-
ened with straight turpentine.  This 
method picks up any stray dust and 
helps smooth out the surface to pre-
pare it for painting.

When painting new plaster, or 
other porous surface, paint on a 
solution of  water mixed with PVA 
glue first. This seals the surface and 
stops the paint from soaking into 
the plaster, giving a better finish 
and making the paint go further!

When painting with a brush, 
always keep a wet edge as you paint, 
and work away from that wet edge. 
If  you paint over a dry edge, you 
will get overlap marks.

 Aerosol paint is a popular 
choice for revamping furniture 
and small accessories, but it can 
be frustrating when the paint does 
not dispel evenly.  Here’s a trick to 
ensure a finer and more even coat 
of  paint:  Simply place the can in 
warm water several minutes prior 
to spraying. The higher tempera-
ture helps the paint to flow out more 
easily, and smoothly.  

**
 
Win a Three Course Dinner for 

Two at the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great din-

ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One win-
ner per month (or whenever I 
receive enough tips for a column) 
will win a fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 
across the town common in his-
toric Sturbridge.  Because I’m in 
the business of  dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on 
you readers out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
 Do you have a helpful hint or 

handy tip that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a question 
regarding household or garden 
matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send questions and/
or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com.  Hints 
are entered into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

take

the

hint

empty walls. He had no money, no plan, and no clear 
way forward. Perhaps he wondered if  his editor had 
been right all along—maybe he didn’t have what it 
takes. It would’ve been so easy to give up then, to let the 
weight of  failure convince him to settle for less.

But he didn’t.
He sold his camera, scraped together enough for a 

one-way train ticket to Hollywood, and took a leap of  
faith. That train ride wasn’t just a change of  scenery—
it was a statement of  hope.

Walt was choosing to believe in a future that hadn’t 
been written yet, even when his circumstances told 
him otherwise. The rest is history.

I often wonder how many potentially great people 
never accomplish their vision because they believe in 
their failures more than in their dreams. They accept 
what their present circumstances are telling them 
instead of  what their future vision could create.

If  Walt Disney had been one of  those people, we’d 
have missed out on one of  the most creative minds of  
the 20th century.

He wouldn’t have created Mickey Mouse, one of  the 
most beloved characters of  all time. There’d be no 
Snow White, no Cinderella, no Fantasia—classics that 
redefined animation forever.

He wouldn’t have built Disneyland, the first-ever 
theme park of  its kind, or Epcot, a visionary concept 
of  a utopian community.

The Disney legacy wouldn’t have touched billions of  
lives through films, theme parks, and innovations that 
continue to inspire the generations.

Walt Disney refused to let his failures or limitations 
define his future, so he became one of  the most influ-
ential people of  all time. 

Like all great people, he focused on what could be 
instead of  what had been. 

We have the same choice—focus on what could be 
and take the first step toward your vision.

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A6
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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Local students earn Dean’s List recognition at 
Norwich University

NORTHFIELD, Vt. — The following students from your readership area have 
been recognized on the Dean’s List at Norwich University for the Fall 2024 semes-
ter:

Kyle Stapel, Leicester
David Splaine, Rochdale
Ashley Parker, Spencer
Matthew Czaja, West Brookfield

Full-time undergraduate students, who earned a semester grade point average 
of  at least 3.40 are awarded Dean’s List honors.

About Norwich University
Norwich University is a diversified academic institution that educates tradi-

tional-age students and adults in a Corps of  Cadets and as civilians. Norwich 
offers a broad selection of  traditional and distance-learning programs culmi-
nating in baccalaureate and graduate degrees. Norwich University was founded 
in 1819 by Captain Alden Partridge of  the U.S. Army and is the oldest private 
military college in the United States of  America. Norwich is one of  our nation’s 

six senior military colleges and the birth-
place of  the Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC). www.norwich.edu

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

WINTER IS COMING!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

Spring into action 
and give me a call 

or check out my 
website

www.lisacaron.com.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

QUEEN: $299
          (REGULARLY $599) 

$69999

GIANT TOY DEPT. CLEARANCE!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
INSTANT

FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP

STOVE
Reg. $599.99

$499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1299.99
$1499.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$1299.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

32” Smart..................$129.99
Regularly $139.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$189.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$429.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$499.99
Regularly $899.99

85” Samsung 4k TV..$849.99
Regularly $1799.99

ALL OLED TV’S ON SALE!

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

$1499.99

BUY NOW!
BEAT THE APPLIANCE

PRICE INCREASES!

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

WINTER SALE!  VOTED
WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”

2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024

ALL FREEZERS 
ON SALE!

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
1/31  Ryan Hood    2/1 youR MotHeR
2/7  CHRis BReault 2/14  Kylie HaRRis
2/15  so luCKy (dave MatHews tRiBute Band)

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

www.StonebridgePress.com

Leicester 
Knights of 
Columbus 

hosting 
family  
dinner

LEICESTER — The Leicester 
Knights of  Columbus will host a fam-
ily dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 6 
p.m. 

The cost of  dinner is $15 per person, 
which includes a salad; choice of  pot 
roast or baked fish; a dessert; and cof-
fee.

To reserve your spot, please call 
Don at 508-615-8434, or send an email 
to: ohno7g7@yahoo.com.

Please make your reservations 
by Feb. 6. 

The Knights of  Columbus is located 
at 90 Manville St.

PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire — 
Abigail Radebaugh of  Brookfield has 
been named to the Plymouth State 
University Dean’s List for the Fall 2024 
semester. To be named to the Dean’s 
List, a student must achieve a grade 
point average between 3.50 and 3.69 
during the Fall 2024 semester and must 
have completed at least 12 credit hours 
during the semester, at least nine of  
which must confer grade points, at the 
time the lists are finalized. Radebaugh 
is a Nursing major at Plymouth State.

About Plymouth State University
Established in 1871, Plymouth State 

University serves the state of  New 
Hampshire and the world beyond by 
transforming our students through 

advanced practices where engaged 
learning produces well-educated under-
graduates, and by providing graduate 
education that deepens and advances 
knowledge and enhances profession-
al development. The Plymouth State 
Cluster Learning Model emphasizes 
open, integrative, and project-based 
experiences. With distinction, we con-
nect with community and business 
partners for economic development, 
technological advances, healthier liv-
ing, and cultural enrichment with a 
special commitment of  service to the 
North Country and Lakes Region of  
New Hampshire. To learn more about 
Plymouth State University, visit www.
plymouth.edu.

EASTON — Stonehill College proudly 
recognizes the students named to the 
Fall 2024 Dean’s List. To qualify for this 
recognition, students must achieve a 
semester grade point average of  3.50 or 
better. They must also have successfully 
completed all courses for which they 
were registered during the term.

Isabella Ortiz of  Leicester 
Shelby Wessell of  Rochdale 
Julianna Rondeau of  Spencer 

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-

tion of  higher learning, was founded 
by the Congregation of  Holy Cross in 
1948. Located on the beautiful 387-acre 
campus and former estate of  Frederick 

Lothrop Ames in North Easton, it is a 
community of  scholarship and faith, 
anchored by a belief  in the inherent 
dignity of  each person.

Through more than 100 academic 
programs in the liberal arts, scienc-
es, business and pre-professional field, 
Stonehill College provides an educa-
tion of  the highest caliber that fosters 
critical thinking, free inquiry and the 
interchange of  ideas for more than 2,500 
students.

Stonehill College educates the whole 
person so that each Stonehill gradu-
ate thinks, acts and leads with courage 
toward the creation of  a more just and 
compassionate world.

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of  
Rhode Island is pleased to announce that 
several area students have been named 
to its Fall 2024 Dean’s List. Among them 
are: 

Gabriella Cervi of  Spencer 
Colby Constantine of  Leicester 
Elizabeth Czaja of  West Brookfield 
Jack Dorman of  West Brookfield 
Megan Genaway of  Brookfield 
Haven Hubacz of  Brookfield 
Luke Snow Girard of  Spencer 
To be included on the Dean’s List, full-

time students must have completed 12 
or more credits for letter grades which 
are GPA applicable during a semester 
and achieved at least a 3.30 quality point 
average. Part-time students qualify with 
the accumulation of  12 or more credits 
for letter grades which are GPA applica-
ble earning at least a 3.30 quality point 
average.

Students named to the Dean’s List 
represent nearly all of  Rhode Island’s 
cities and towns, all six New England 

states, New York and New Jersey, and 
many other states and countries.

About the University of  Rhode Island
The University of  Rhode Island is a 

diverse and dynamic community whose 
members are connected by a common 
quest for knowledge. As a global edu-
cation leader and the state of  Rhode 
Island’s flagship public research insti-
tution, URI offers distinctive oppor-
tunities designed to meet the global 
challenges of  today’s world and the 
rapidly evolving needs of  tomorrow. 
Founded in 1892, URI now enrolls more 
than 18,000 students and offers more 
than 200 degree programs across nine 
schools and colleges. As a land- and 
sea-grant institution, URI is a key driv-
er of  economic development in Rhode 
Island and contributes significantly to 
the health and vitality of  the state, the 
New England region, and the nation. To 
learn more, visit: uri.edu.

University of Rhode Island names area 
students to Dean’s List

Abigail Radebaugh named to Dean’s List at 
Plymouth State University

Stonehill announces fall Dean’s List

Savannah Cole named 
to Dean’s List at 

University of New 
England

BIDDEFORD and PORTLAND, Maine 
— Savannah Cole of  North Brookfield 
has been named to the Dean’s List for 
the 2024 fall semester at the University 
of  New England. 

Dean’s List students have attained 
a grade point average of  3.3 or better 
out of  a possible 4.0 at the end of  the 
semester.

 
The University of  New England is 

Maine’s largest independent university, 
with two beautiful coastal campuses 
in Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad 
campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an 
array of  flexible online offerings. In 
an uncommonly welcoming and sup-
portive community, we offer hands-on 
learning, empowering students to make 
a positive impact in a world full of  chal-
lenges. We are the state’s top provider 
of  health professionals and home to 
Maine’s only medical and dental col-
leges, a variety of  other interprofession-
ally aligned health care programs, and 
nationally recognized programs in the 
marine sciences, the natural and social 
sciences, business, the humanities, and 
the arts. Visit www.une.edu.
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the Haston Library while 
building on the strong foun-
dation it already has,” Tulip 
said.

When the opportunity 
presented itself  to apply for 
the library director position, 
Tulip was excited about the 
possibility of  joining the 
team and utilizing her expe-
rience to better the commu-
nity.

“I was drawn to the direc-
tor’s position at Haston 
because I’ve been a member 
of  the North Brookfield com-
munity for nearly 15 years, 
and I care deeply about its 
success,” Tulip told the New 
Leader. “Libraries aren’t 
just about books—they’re 
about bringing people 
together, offering resources, 
and creating opportunities 
for learning and connection. 
The chance to step into a 
leadership role at such an 
important community hub 
really excites me.”

For Tulip and her team, 
it’s important to focus on 
offering a strong lineup of  
programs and activities for 
guests of  all ages. 

“I love the idea of  creating 

a space where everyone—
whether they’re kids, par-
ents, or older adults—feels 
welcome and supported. 
This role feels like a great 
opportunity to make a differ-
ence in a place I truly care 
about,” Tulip said.

Having worked with 
countless students over the 
years to help them secure 
the resources they needed 
for projects, Tulip is well-pre-
pared for the demands of  
finding the right materials 
to keep patrons of  all ages 
engaged, informed, and 
inspired.

“I worked closely with 
teachers and students to 
create a culture of  reading 
and learning, which often 
meant tailoring resourc-
es and events to meet the 
needs of  diverse groups,” 
Tulip said. “In all my roles, 
I’ve prioritized creating wel-
coming and inclusive spac-
es where people can learn, 
connect, and grow. Whether 
it’s running events, working 
on budgets, or finding the 
right resources for a patron, 
I’ve always focused on ensur-
ing everyone feels supported 
and valued.”

In addition to her library 
leadership expe-
rience, Tulip also 
ran a small busi-
ness that helped 
keep her skills 
sharp in commu-
nity engagement, 
resource coordina-
tion, and program 
expansion. 

“I’m excited to 
bring that same 
approach to the 
Haston Library, 
working with the 
community to pro-
vide services and 
programs that 

make a real difference,” said 
Tulip, who was slated to 
start her new role on Jan. 27.

Tulip earned her BA in 
writing and literature from 
Emmanuel College, then 
spent several years gaining 
certifications and participat-
ing in continuing programs 
in childbirth education. 
She later became a certi-
fied birth and postpartum 
doula, as well as a certified 
lactation counselor with 
the Academy of  Lactation 
Policy and Practice. 

Tulip eventually co-found-
ed a community center for 
new and expectant families. 

“These experiences 
allowed me to support fam-
ilies through the pregnan-
cy and birth process. Later, 
I transitioned into high 
school library media special-
ist roles, where I applied my 
skills in program develop-
ment, community engage-
ment, and education,” Tulip 
said.

Prior to officially taking 
over as Library Director, 
Tulip was welcomed by 
several leaders. She thanks 
everyone in the community 
for their support and guid-
ance.

“I’ve already had the plea-
sure of  meeting both the 
staff  and the board of  trust-
ees. Their enthusiasm for the 
library and commitment to 
the community really stood 
out to me. It’s clear they care 
deeply about making the 
library a vibrant resource 
for North Brookfield, and 
I’m excited to work along-
side them,” Tulip said.

Looking ahead, Tulip is 
eager to meet more patrons, 
families, seniors, and guests 
from North Brookfield and 
surrounding communities 
who use the library. She 
plans to assess current pro-

grams, learn what’s working 
well, and identify areas for 
future growth.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to getting to know the 
community and hearing 
directly from them about 
their needs and hopes for 
the library,” Tulip said. “In 
my first few months, I plan 
to focus on listening, wheth-
er that’s talking with staff, 
engaging with patrons, or 
connecting with communi-
ty members. Understanding 
the library’s role in people’s 
lives and the challenges of  a 
small rural town like North 
Brookfield will be key for 
me.” 

One of  Tulip’s main goals 
is to support the strong 
foundation of  program-
ming already in place at the 
library, while also looking 
for ways to enhance services. 
Opportunities might include 
expanding programming, 
creating new initiatives, or 
building partnerships with 
local organizations. 

“This will be a collabora-
tive process, and I’m looking 
forward to working along-
side the library staff  and 
board of  trustees to ensure 
we’re providing the best pos-
sible service to the people 
of  North Brookfield,” Tulip 
said.  

Away from work, Tulip 
enjoys spending time with 
her three teenagers, gar-
dening, baking, and fishing. 
She also loves foraging and 
studying botany and mycol-
ogy. 

For reading interests, 
Tulip is drawn to historical 
fiction, fantasy, and YA nov-
els, along with nonfiction 
titles related to her areas of  
interest.

said.
Asked whether the town has a Plan 

B for dealing with mounting budgetary 
challenges, selectmen urged residents to 
seek assistance from higher levels. 

“I would encourage everybody to call 
your state legislators, call your fed-
eral legislators and senators, call the 
Governor, and tell them to fix things,” 
Petraitis said. “The state had billions of  
dollars in surplus last August, so they 
can alleviate a lot of  the strain, depend-
ing on what they do.” 

Added Petraitis, “There are towns that 
are in much worse shape than we are, 
despite what people think.”

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Mikel and I 
can make one handed three 
shots in basketball!    
Mikel is a thoughtful, ma-

ture and likeable teen. When 
asked to describe his personal-
ity, Mikel stated “I am friendly, 
and I try to be kind to others.” 
Mikel has a variety of interests. 
He loves watching and playing 
sports, specifically basketball 
and football. Mikel enjoys sing-
ing and dancing to pop and 
HipHop music. He is a real fan 
of songs by Bruno Mars and 
Anderson .Paak. Mikel also 

likes playing video games such as Mario and NBA 2K. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/7138  

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.   

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with.  

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Mikel 
Age 17 

Registration # 7138 

OVERRIDE
continued from page     A1

to overcome the dreaded writer’s block. 
Through a combination of  fun exercis-
es and group discussions, the program 
has assisted several writers with getting 
their creative trains back on track.

“One of  the things past attendees have 
enjoyed and learned from is the writ-
ing exercises,” said Londergan, whose 
latest novel, “Unlike Any Other,” has 
captivated New England readers. “The 
writing exercises this year are different 
than what I’ve done in the past. I enjoy 
seeing the creative ideas that come out 
of  them.”

Writers also benefit from meeting and 
engaging with others who enjoy reading, 
writing, and creating. Many workshop 
attendees have developed friendships 
and regularly share ideas with each 
other.

“Back-and-forth discussion is always 
a popular part of  the day,” Londergan 
added. “Attendees learn from each other. 
Individual issues or problems anyone 
has with their writing are discussed, and 
the group helps them with suggestions 
and observations.”

The workshop is limited to 14 partic-
ipants. The cost is $110 per person, and 
lunch is included. 

Registration is required for partici-
pation in the workshop. The deadline to 
register is Feb. 28. 

If  you would like to register for 
this year’s program, send an email to: 
ed.londergan@gmail.com. You may also 
call 508-864-8685 to learn more. 

WORKSHOP
continued from page     A1

end Bill Yorzyk, raises funds 
to support youth swimming 
lessons. The event is orga-
nized by Yorzyk’s daughter, 
Jennifer Yorzyk Triger, a 
longtime supporter of  water 
safety programs for area 
kids.

In recent weeks, third 
graders from Wire Village 
School and East Brookfield 
Elementary School have ben-
efited from the swim lessons 
held at the Tri-Community 
YMCA in Southbridge as 
part of  the Just Get in the 
Water Program.

“We have worked hard to 
establish a program that pro-
motes water safety, health, 
and wellness. Thanks to Jenn 
Triger of  Wild Bill Swim 
and her philanthropy, our 
Grade Three students from 
Wire Village School and East 
Brookfield Elementary, for 
the second year in a row, 
are fortunate to be able to 
go off  campus and take part 
in learning to swim as part 
of  our physical education, 
health, and wellness class-
es,” said Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School 
District Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “I cannot thank 
Jenn Triger enough for her 
philanthropic efforts over 
these past two years. The 

benefits to our students are 
quite amazing.”

Held each year at South 
Pond in Brookfield, the 
Wild Bill Swim and Paddle 
Challenge features sev-
eral offerings, including 
an open-water swim, a 
short-distance swim, a one-
mile stand-up paddleboard 
challenge, and a family fun 
flotilla. 

The fundraiser always 
brings together participants 
from throughout the area 
and the region to support 
youth water safety activities 
offered by the Just Get in the 
Water Program.

“We created this event 
to honor my father and his 
commitment to swimming 
by making sure everyone 
feels safe,” Yorzyk Triger 
said in a previous statement. 
“Everything we raise in this 
annual event goes to teach-
ing local kids water safety 
and to swim.”

Funds raised during the 
event cover the costs of  
transporting kids to the 
local YMCA pool, in addi-
tion to providing swimsuits 
and goggles for youth partic-
ipants.  

“We are so excited to be a 
part of  this program for the 
second year. The Just Get in 
the Water Program provides 

such an amazing oppor-
tunity for the third grade 
students in the SEBRSD to 
receive four sessions of  swim 
lessons free of  charge,” said 
East Brookfield Elementary 
School Principal Christine 
Lavin.

SEBRSD leaders thank 
everyone who played a role 
in making the lessons possi-
ble, including Yorzyk Triger 
and her team; the WaterWise 
Foundation; volunteers and 
supporters at the Wild Bill 
Swim and Paddle Challenge; 
the YMCA of  Southbridge; 
and all SEBRSD parents, fac-
ulty, and staff  members who 
have volunteered their time.

“This program is geared 
toward a non-traumatic 
approach to water safety 
and fun in the water,” Lavin 
added. “The emphasis is 
given to skills that nurture 
comfort in their surround-
ings, basic safety skills, and 
pool etiquette.”

Each year, drowning is a 
leading cause of  accidental 
deaths in children under 
the age of  14 nationwide. 
Through the Just Get in the 
Water Program, local young-
sters are learning invaluable 
lessons to help stay safe in 
the water and also protect 
other swimmers.

“Proper education can 
significantly reduce the risk 
of  accidents and potentially 

save lives,” Lavin said. “This 
can also help the children to 
establish a healthy respect 
for water and, in turn, they 
are more likely to make 
safe choices near swimming 
pools, lakes, and oceans.” 

School officials and volun-
teers have enjoyed seeing the 
kids getting comfortable in 
the water during their les-
sons.

“The students were so 
excited to start their lessons 
these last two weeks and 
could not stop talking about 
their time at the Southbridge 
YMCA when they returned 
to school,” Lavin told the 
New Leader. “They are look-
ing forward to their next 
lessons and what they will 
learn.”

To find out more about the 
Wild Bill Swim and Paddle 
Challenge, or to discover 
ways you can support youth 
water safety programs, visit 
www.WildBillSwim.org.

“When I started the 
Wild Bill Swim and the 
WaterWise Foundation, I did 
not realize the deep commu-
nity impact it would have,” 
Yorzyk Triger said. “We are 
creating the next generation 
of  swimmers and lifeguards. 
I am grateful every single 
day for being able to provide 
this to children who may 
have never been in a body 
of  water.”

SAFETY
continued from page     A1

TULIP
continued from page     A1

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Worcester Probate & Family Court

WO25E0004P 
Petition to Partition Citation 
(A.C. 92A)
To Brian E. Fritze  and to all other in-
terested persons. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by  Dianne E. Lincoln of Fiskdale 
in the County of Worcester represent-
ing that he hold as tenant in common 
undivided part or share of certain land 
lying in North Brookfield in said Coun-
ty Worcester and briefly described as 
follows: 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 157 School 
Street, North Brookfield, Massachu-
setts
The land and the buildings thereon sit-
uated on the northerly side of School 
Street in North Brookfield, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, and being 
shown as Lot #7 on a Plan of Land 
Owned by Brian K. Marvelle, dated 
November 3, 2000, by Donald A. Para 
Land Surveyor, Inc. and recorded in the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds in 
Plan Book 762, Plan 41, and bounded 
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at drill hole in a stone wall 
at the southeasterly corner of the lot 
to be described on the northerly side 
of School Street, also being a corner 
of Parcel B shown on Plan Book 555, 
Plan 15 no or formerly owned by Chris-
ti Cournoyer;
THENCE South 65º 41’ 29” West along 
a stone wall on the northerly side of 
School Street, eighty-seven and nine-
ty-four hundredths (87.94) feet to drill 
hole;
THENCE South 63º 53’ 18” West along 
a stone wall on the northerly side of 
School Street, ninety-four and sixty one 
hundredths (94.61) feet to drill hole;
THENCE South 48º 04’ 18” West along 
a stone wall on the northerly side of 
School Street, sixty-eight and three 
hundredths (68.03) feet to a point;
THENCE North 16º 08’ 13” West along 
Lot #2, two hundred fifty(250.00) feet;
THENCE North 65º 17’ 27” East along 
Lot #2, three hundred eighteen and 
forty-five hundredths (318.45) feet to a 
point at land of said Cournoyer.
THENCE South 0º 56’ 23” West along 
Parcel B said Cournoyer land, two hun-
dred fifty (250.00) feet to the point of 
beginning.
Containing an area of 1.473 acres ac-
cording to said plan.
BEING the same premises as con-
veyed to the Gilbert Bailie by deed of 
Richard E. Kennan and Karen Kennan 
dated June 29, 2004 and recorded with 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 34039, Page 51.
setting forth that he/she desires that  
all the aforesaid described part  of said 
land may be sold at private sale for not 
less than Four Hundred Thirty Thou-
sand ($430,000) dollars, and praying 
that partition may be made of all the 
land aforesaid according to law, and 
to that end that a commissioner be ap-
pointed to make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and conveyance 
of all, or any part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advantageously 
divided either at private sale or public 
auction, and be ordered to distribute 
the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the Eleventh day of February, the re-
turn date of this citation.

Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this fifteenth 
day of January.
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
January 31, 2025
February 7, 2025
February 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P0153EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Joseph John Williams
Also Known As:
Michael Williams

Date of Death: 12/16/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative  
has been filed by 
Michael T Williams of Brookfield MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Michael T Williams of Brookfield MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 15, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 31, 2025

Town of Spencer
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Sec. 15A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws that a public hearing will 
be held on February 10, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. in the McCourt Social Hall at the 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, on the application of Miguel 

A. Perez for a change in location/ alter-
ation of premises change for the all-al-
coholic beverages license for Tulence, 
Inc., 117 Main Street, Spencer, MA. 
Described premises: 4,400 square feet 
with one floor.
John J. Howard,
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
January 31, 2025

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2025, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public 
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit & Variance– Appli-
cant/ Owner: Jimmy George: Loca-
tion: 20 Whittemore Cove, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map U17-08. The appli-
cant is seeking a Special Permit un-
der Sections 4.9.2 (Nonconforming 
Structures) and a Variance under 
Sections 5.5.3 (Maximum building 
Coverage) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to build an addition of deck 
with overhang that is 5 feet from the 
side property line. The property is in 
the Suburban Residential (SR) zon-
ing district.
January 24, 2025
January 31, 2025

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Matt McLaughlin has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for herbicide treatment located 
at R57-999 Browning Pond, Spencer, 
MA.
Jay Gallant has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission 
to add an earthen berm located at 69 
Browning Pond Road, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednes-
day, February 12, 2025 at which time 
all persons having an interest may be 
present or call in remotely to partici-
pate. Conservation Commission meet-
ings open at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
January 31, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 9 Hebert Road, Spen-
cer, Massachusetts
 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Keith Scott to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee, 
as nominee for Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper its successors 
and assigns and now held by Lakeview 
Loan Servicing, LLC, said mortgage 
dated December 17, 2019, and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61605, Page 268, as affected by an 
Assignment of Mortgage dated July 5, 
2023, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 

of Deeds in Book 69343, Page 170, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on February 14, 
2025 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
Land in Spencer, Worcester Coun-
ty, Massachusetts, with the buildings 
thereon, on the southerly side of He-
bert Road being shown as Lot 9, on 
a plan of lot in Spencer, Mass. owned 
by James D. McGrath, dated July 26, 
1973, plan and survey by Theodore P. 
Drazek, R.L.S. and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
on July 31, 1973, Plan Book 385, Plan 
20, and being more particularly bound-
ed and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on the southerly 
side of Hebert Road said point being 
242.72 feet from the southeastern cor-
ner of the intersection of Hebert Road 
and Jolicoeur Road, being the north-
western corner of the lot herein de-
scribed; 
Thence S. 19° 31` 50” E. 267.70 feet 
along other land now or formerly of 
James D. McGrath to a point at other 
land now or formerly of McGrath; 
Thence N. 42° 33` 10” E. 78.70 feet 
along other land now or formerly of Mc-
Grath to a point; 
Thence S. 80° 59` 10” E. 69.93 feet 
along other land now or formerly of Mc-
Grath to a point; 
Thence N. 15° 30` 42” W. 270.34 feet 
along other land now or formerly of Mc-
Grath to a point in the southerly line of 
Hebert Road; 
Thence S. 68° 24` 40” W. 150 feet along 
the southerly line of Hebert Road to the 
point of beginning. 
Containing 35,300 sq. feet of land, 
more or less.
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication.
 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated December 17, 2019, and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61605, Page 266.
 TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed subject 
to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above 
described.
 TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must be 
paid by a certified check, bank treasur-
er’s or cashier’s check at the time and 
place of the sale by the purchaser.  The 
balance of the purchase price shall be 
paid by a certified check, bank treasur-
er’s or cashier’s check within forty-five 
(45) days after the date of sale.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for Lakeview Loan Servicing, 
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.:  23-05010 
January 17, 2025
January 24, 2025
January 31, 2025

LEGALS

Hiring? 
Reach  
More 
Local Applicants

Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants  
from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local-

ly, where you will get qualified, local applicants for your local job.

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (774) 200-7308

•The Auburn New
•Blackstone Valley Tribune
•Spencer New Leader 
•Southbridge News

•Webster Times
•Sturbridge Villager
•Charlton Villager

•Woodstock Villager
•Thompson Villager
•Putnam Villager 
•Killingly Villager
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Valentine’s Day dinners out on the town can be spe-
cial. However, there is no denying that reservations 
can be difficult to come by and some establishments 
must limit their menus for this busy night to make it 
easier to serve a packed house. Because restaurants 
can be so busy on February 14, some couples may opt 
to stay in and enjoy a special home-cooked, romantic 
meal. 

Shellfish may not be served at home on a regu-
lar basis, which makes it an option for a memora-
ble Valentine’s Day dinner. Ceviche is popular along 
Mexico’s western seaboard and consists of  very fresh 
raw seafood that is “cooked” by the action of  lime juice.

This Valentine’s Day, romance-minded home cooks 
can whip up this recipe for “Ceviche” from “The 
Complete Mexican, South American & Caribbean 
Cookbook” (Metro Books) by Jane Milton, Jenni 
Fleetwood and Marina Filippelli.

CEVICHE

Serves 6
7 ounces raw peeled shrimp
7 ounces shelled scallops
7 ounces squid, cleaned and cut into serving 

pieces
7 limes
3 tomatoes
1 small onion
1 ripe avocado
1⁄4 cup chopped fresh oregano, or 2 teaspoons 

dried
1 teaspoon salt
Ground black pepper
Fresh oregano sprigs, to garnish
Crusty bread and lime wedges to serve (optional)

1. Spread out the shrimp, scallops and squid in a 
non-metallic bowl. Squeeze six of  the limes and pour 
the juice on the mixed seafood to cover it completely. 
Cover the dish with plastic wrap and set aside in the 
refrigerator for 8 hours or overnight.

2. Drain the seafood in a colander to remove the 
excess lime juice, then pat it dry with paper towels. 

Place the shrimp, scallops and squid in 
a bowl. 

3. Cut the tomatoes in half, squeeze 
out the seeds, then dice the flesh. Cut 
the onion in half, then slice it thinly. Cut 
the avocado in half  lengthwise, remove 
the pit and peel, then cut the flesh into 
1⁄2-inch dice. 

4. Add the tomatoes, onion, and avoca-
do to the seafood with the oregano and 
seasoning. Squeeze the remaining lime 
and pour on the juice. Garnish with 
oregano and serve with crusty bread 
and lime wedges, if  desired.  

If  asked to describe 
the favored foods of  
Valentine’s Day in a sin-
gle word, “decadent” 
might prove the most apt 
descriptor. Foodies and 
non-foodies alike recog-
nize that Valentine’s Day 
and chocolate are inter-
twined, making the day 
an ideal time to indulge 
in something decadent. 
This Valentine’s Day, 
couples can share their 
love for decadent delights 
by working alongside 
one another to whip up 
this recipe for “Devil’s 
Food Layer Cake” from 
Elisabeth M. Prueitt 
and Chad Robertson’s 
“Tartine” (Chronicle 
Books).

DEVIL’S FOOD 
LAYER CAKE

Yields 1 10-inch cake; 12 
to 16 servings

Cake layers
13⁄4 cups all-purpose 

flour
41⁄2 t a b l e s p o o n s 

cornstarch
1 teaspoon baking 

powder
1⁄2 teaspoon baking 

soda
11⁄4 cups cocoa pow-

der

1 teaspoon salt
1 cup unsalted but-

ter, at room temperature
23⁄4 cups sugar
5 large eggs
11⁄4 cups full-fat but-

termilk

Chocolate Ganache
24 ounces or 32 

ounces bittersweet choc-
olate

3 cups or 4 cups 
heavy cream

1⁄2 cup plus 1 table-
spoon caramel

Preheat the oven to 350 
F. Butter and lightly flour 
the sides of  two 9-inch 
cake pans, knocking out 
the excess flour. Line the 
bottom of  each pan with 
parchment paper cut to 
fit exactly.

To make the cake lay-
ers, sift together the flour, 
cornstarch, baking pow-
der, baking soda, cocoa 
powder, and salt into a 
bowl and set aside. In the 
bowl of  a stand mixer 
fitted with the paddle 
attachment, beat the but-
ter on medium-high speed 
until light and creamy. 
Slowly add the sugar and 
continue to beat on the 
same speed light in color 
and fluffy. Add the eggs 
one at a time, mixing well 

after each addition until 
incorporated before add-
ing the next egg. Stop the 
mixer and scrape down 
the sides of  the bowl with 
the rubber spatula. With 
the mixer on low speed, 
add the flour mixture in 3 
equal batches alternately 
with the buttermilk in 2 
batches, beginning and 
ending with the flour 
mixture. Stop the mixer, 
scrape down the sides of  
the bowl and then mix 
again for another few sec-
onds.

Divide the cake batter 
evenly between the pre-
pared cake pans. Bake 
until the top springs back 
when lightly touched or a 
cake tester inserted in the 
center comes out clean, 
about 45 minutes. Let the 
cakes cool completely in 
the pans on a wire rack.

When the cakes are 
cool, turn them out by 
inverting the pans, and 
then turn the cakes 
upright. Using a serrated 
knife, slice off  the domed 
portion from the top of  
each cake to make the 
tops flat. If  you want to 
decorate the cake with 
crumbs as described in 
the headnote, reserve 
the slices for making the 
crumbs.

To make the crumbs, 
preheat the oven to 250 F. 
Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper or a 
nonstick liner. Break up 
the cake slices and spread 
on the lined baking sheet. 
Place in the oven and 
toast until completely 
dry, about 1 hour. Let cool 
completely, then trans-
fer to a food processor or 
blender and process until 
finely ground. Sift the 
crumbs through a medi-
um-mesh sieve. (Don’t use 
a sieve with fine mesh or 
the crumbs won’t pass 
through.) Set aside.

To make the ganache, 
place the chocolate in a 
heatproof  bowl, using the 
smaller amount of  each 
ingredient if  you will be 
decorating the cake with 
crumbs and the larger 
amount if  you will not. 
Bring the cream to just 

under a boil in a small 
saucepan. Pour the cream 
over the chocolate. Let 
the mixture sit for a few 
minutes without stirring 
until the chocolate is par-
tially melted, and then 
stir with a rubber spatula 
until smooth and shiny.

To assemble the cake, 
split each cake into 2 lay-
ers to make 4 layers in 
all. Transfer 1 layer to a 
serving plate. Using an 
offset spatula, spread 3 
tablespoons of  the cara-
mel evenly over the cake 
layer. Spread a thin layer 
of  ganache (about 1⁄4-inch 
thick) over the caramel. 
Top with a second cake 
layer, and again spread 
with 3 tablespoons cara-
mel and then a thin layer 
of  ganache. Top with 
the fourth cake layer. 
Refrigerate the cake until 
the center seems firm, 
1 to 2 hours. Cover the 
remaining ganache with 
plastic wrap and leave at 
room temperature for fin-
ishing the cake.

Remove the cake from 
the refrigerator. Using 
the rest of  the ganache, 
frost the top and sides of  
the cake with the offset 
spatula. If  you are going 
to coat the cake with the 
toasted cake crumbs, 
the cake must be evenly 
frosted and the ganache 
must be soft enough for 
the crumbs to adhere. If  
the ganache has hard-
ened, use a kitchen torch 
to soften it slightly, or put 
the whole cake into a 400 
F oven for 10 seconds or 
so, just until the chocolate 
looks shiny. Sprinkle the 
crumbs evenly over the 
top of  the cake, then tilt 
and turn the cake so that 
they spill over the sides, 
adhering to them as they 
fall. If  you are using only 
the ganache and not the 
crumbs, the ganache will 
be thicker on both the top 
and sides.

Serve the cake at room 
temperature. To store, 
cover tightly and keep in 
a cool place for up to 4 
days. It is not necessary 
to keep this cake in the 
refrigerator.  

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

774-200-7308

MANUFACTURING JOB SHOP IS SEEKING

EXPERIENCED CNC MACHINIST
 CONVENTIONAL MACHINIST

ESTIMATOR

• CNC Milling Center
• CNC Turning Center
• Manual Bridgeports
• Manual Lathe
• CNC or Manual Vertical Milling Centers

Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm.
Email resume or apply in person.

Southbridge Tool & 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.

181 Southbridge Road, Route 131, Dudley, MA  01571
(508) 764-2779 • Fax: (508) 765-1193

info@southbridgetool.com

 
Experience  on one or
more of the following:

For Immediate Hire!

$5000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Laborers-
Material Handling
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

Welders/Plate 
Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Valentine’s Day indulgence 
done devilishly right

Ceviche makes Valentine’s Day 
dinner special
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

OPEN HOUSE 
16 BUCKBOARD PASS BROOKFIELD 

SAT 2/1/2025 11-1 $142,000!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor
License #9529769
(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 
Realtor

License #904677
(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEBRUARY 4TH •5-7PM 
LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE

DUDLEY TOWN HALL- SENIOR CENTER
1. What is the Homes for Heroes Program?

2. How Do I Finance an Investment Property?
3. Is Now a Good Time to Buy?

4. Is it Still a Sellers Market?

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

*1/2 Acre lot 
with Private 
Backyard
* Central Air 
and Central 
Vac
* hardwood 
Floors
*Lower LEvel 
Familyroom
* Easy  
Commuter 
Location

29 Charlton Road $499,900

DUDLEY- 2 BATHS
*Ideal for 
Owner  
Occupied
*2 Bedroom 
each level
*Garage w/ 
Loft area
*Newly 
Installed Septic 
System9 Quobaug Ave $425,000

OXFORD - 1ST FLOOR VACANT

CHARLTON- OPPORTUNITY FOR OWNING NEW CONSTRUCTION
*30’ Family Room
*3.5 baths... 3 Levels of Living area
*Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Cabinet Packed Kitchen  
 w/ Center Island
* Oversized Deck overlooking 6 Acres
*Established Subdivision- 
 Glenview Estates12 Elliott $695,000- Motivated Seller!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake - 237 Thompson Rd.
FOR RENT....1St floor 1 Bedroom Apartment! 
Sliders to large deck with outstanding views! 
Located in the mid section of the Lake. 

Catch the sunrises!
Heated by fuel efficient Natural Gas forced hot 
air. Enjoy Lake living!

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, 
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full 
recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity!  $899,000

Location! Location! This Oversized & 
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472 
sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has 
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd 
& 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf, 
5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,  
22’x22’ Two Car Garage! 12’x16’Con-
crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied. 
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the 
Property. $559,900

There are very few waterfront homes available for sale & many Buyers 
waiting for an opportunity to purchase. Call us at the Hope Real Estate 
Group for a no obligation consultation. If you are thinking of selling a 
Waterfront home on Webster Lake, please contact us to discuss pri-
vate showings to pre-approved Buyer prospects. 

Let’s talk Webster Lake!  

DUDLEY
 3 PRINCE CIRCLE   

Come to Pierpont Estates! Young 
2100 Sq Ft +/- Colonial on 1+ acre! 
Featuring 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms! 
Master Bed W/Master Bath & Walk-
in Closet! 2 Baths and 1/2 Bath! Cozy 
propane gas fireplace. Hardwood 
flooring & carpeting. Central air. 2 Car 
Garage.  Yr. 2024 Taxes $5448 .  
assisted sale. $620,000

WEBSTER - 
38 COLONIAL RD.  

LAKE RESIDENTIAL      
Webster Lake Area! Investors take 
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot!  Home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split 
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement 
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating*  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD !   

13 Units -  4 Well Main-
tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central 
Core” District of Downtown 
Southbridge!! .... Mixed 
Use Zoning !!  Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough 
for up to 18 Vehicles!!                      

$1,300,000

WATERFRONT

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON

SORRY, SOLD !   
ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing!!

First Time Offered!! This Unique, Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built 
Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in 2001 & offers 
1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full Baths! Fabulous Split Floor 
Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER 
SUITE w/Private Full Bath, Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. Lg Triple 
Casement Windows overlooking rolling Landscape! $469,000

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11:00AM-1:00PM
WEBSTER - 61 PARK AVENUE                  

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   
Location ~ Location! Move-in ready 
Commercial Office &/or Retail Space ! 
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing 
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in 
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB 
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST 
Featured New Listing!!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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    presents 

 FRIDAY 

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

Nancy Bishop

MARLBOROUGH — Thrive Support & Advocacy, 
a nonprofit empowering youth and adults with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities in Central 
Massachusetts, today announced six appointments, 
including internal promotions and new hires, includ-
ing Nancy Bishop of  Spencer.

 
“I am certain our dedicated staff  members will 

continue to excel in their new senior roles and look 
forward to welcoming new members equipped with 
the expertise needed to provide the individuals we 
serve with the tools to thrive,” said Thrive President 
& CEO Sean Rose.  “We are thrilled that our agency’s 
continued growth puts us in a position to make these 
key appointments.”

 
Nancy Bishop, of  Spencer, has joined Thrive as Vice 

President of  Individualized and Integrated Services, 
overseeing the nonprofit’s various residential pro-
grams, Family Support Center services and clinical 
services.  Previously, Bishop served as chief  clini-
cal officer at another human services provider.  She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in social work from Anna 
Maria College, a master’s in social work from Boston 
University and a certificate in project management 
from Bryant University.

 
 
 
About Thrive Support & Advocacy
Thrive Support & Advocacy has been empowering 

youth and adults with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities to lead active and self-directed lives 
since 1973.  The Marlborough-based nonprofit supports 
more than 1,200 individuals and families living in the 
Worcester County and Middlesex West regions of  
Massachusetts, providing recreational and social ini-
tiatives for youth and adults, community residences, 
and individual and family supports.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.icanthrive.org.

 

Cindy Leinonen

EAST BROOKFIELD — Cindy Leinonen with 
Houseworks Realty LLC has been awarded the Resort 
and Second-Home Property Specialist (RSPS) certifi-
cation. 

The RSPS certification is a nationally-recognized 
certification awarded by the National Association of  
REALTORS® to real estate professionals who wish to 
demonstrate and promote – to consumers and their 
peers alike – their expertise in the resort and sec-
ond-home specialty.

 
Leinonen joins more than 4,000 real estate professionals 
who have earned the RSPS certification. REALTORS® 
who receive the RSPS certification have successful-
ly completed the Resort & Second-Home Specialist 
(RSPS) Certification Course. She now joins other real 
estate professionals who specialize in buying, selling, 
or managing second-homes in a resort, recreational, 
and/or vacation destination and properties for invest-
ment, development, or retirement.

 
Leinonen, a seasoned REALTOR® with MORE THAN 
25 years of  experience, specializes in helping her 
Central Massachusetts clients find their dream homes 
locally or their ideal vacation homes in Southern 
Vermont, including the highly sought-after Mount 
Snow area. As a snowboarder and snowmobiler, and 
an expert in Vermont’s vibrant four-season real estate 
market, Cindy brings unmatched dedication to guiding 
clients seeking second homes, vacation retreats, or 
investment properties. She understands what makes 
Southern Vermont a year-round paradise for out-
door enthusiasts. When she’s not assisting clients, 
Cindy enjoys spending time with her husband, Cliff  
Leinonen—also a REALTOR® at Houseworks Realty 
in Massachusetts and Four Seasons Sotheby’s in 
Vermont—and their yellow Labrador, Colby. Cindy’s 
local expertise, passion for the lifestyle, and commit-
ment to exceptional service make her the trusted part-
ner for your next dream home, whether it’s in Central 
Massachusetts or Southern Vermont!

 
REALTORS®  or consumers interested in learning 
more about the program can visit www.nar.realtor/
resort or contact RSPS Member Services at 800/874-
6500, ext. 8320.

Spencer’s Nancy 
Bishop joins 

Thrive Support 
& Advocacy staff

Local realtor 
awarded RSPS 

certification

Leicester Public 
Library offers 
vacation week 

activities
B Y  K E V I N  F L A N D E R S 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — February vacation week activities 

will highlight a busy schedule of  programs at Leicester 
Public Library next month.

School vacation week programs will take place from 
Feb. 17-21. A variety of  activities will be offered for 
students of  all ages, including an Intro to Coding with 
OzoBots workshop. See the library calendar for details 
and a complete list of  events.

On Thursday, Feb. 20, “Intro to Tarot Cards” with 
Laura Campagna will be offered from 6-7:15 p.m. 
This event is free to the public, with no registration 
required.

The following day, guests will have the opportunity 
to learn how to play the ukulele from Julie Stepanek 
(Friday, Feb. 21, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.). Intended 
for guests ages eight and older, this event is free to the 
public. Registration is required to attend.

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, from 6-7:30 p.m., a program high-
lighting the importance of  superfoods will be delivered 
by Kim Larkin. This free educational culinary work-
shop celebrates the powerhouses of  nutrition. The 
event is suitable for older teens and adults; registration 
is required to attend.

On Tuesday, March 11, from 6-7:30 p.m., a winter sow-
ing event will be offered to guests.

“Learn how to start seeds using recycled materials 
to get a jump on your gardening and grow delicious, 
nutritious food year-round,” read a statement released 
by library officials.

This free program is suitable for teens and adults. No 
registration is required to attend.

Meanwhile, the Friends of  the Library plant sale 
will be held from Feb. 25 through March 1.

On Thursdays, Feb. 6 and March 6, office hours with 
State Representative David LeBoeuf  will be held from 
5-6:30 p.m. Stop by the library and ask questions or 
share concerns with Rep. LeBoeuf. No appointments 
are necessary.

A complete list of  upcoming library programs and 
events can be found in the online calendar section 
available at: www.leicesterlibrary.org. 

The only way to register for library programs is 
through the Web site calendar.

 As temperatures drop, 
Cornerstone Bank is 
helping families stay 

safe and warm
 
 
WORCESTER — Temperatures are dropping 

and Cornerstone Bank, a community bank with loca-
tions throughout Central Massachusetts, wants to 
help make sure residents have the tools they need to 
get through the coldest months. Cornerstone is donat-
ing $25,000 toward the Worcester Community Action 
Council’s Emergency Fuel Fund.

“We know the high price of  fuel is making it diffi-
cult for families to stay warm as winter sets in,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “That’s why we 
appreciate the Worcester Community Action Council’s 
work to make sure our neighbors are taken care of.”

 The Emergency Fuel Fund helps homeowners and 
renters pay home heating bills and past due balances 
on utility bills incurred from November through April 
of  each year. Income-eligible residents can apply for 
aid through the agency’s federally funded Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program. 

“As a community bank, we are committed to support-
ing causes that improve the quality of  life for those 
around us,” said Tallman. “We hope this donation 
helps offer some relief  to residents facing challenges 
trying to safely get through the winter.”
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