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Members of the Shepherd Hill Class of 1974, the first graduating class of the regional high school, celebrated their 50th class reunion on Oct. 12,

Courtasy

Shepherd Hill Class of 1974 celebrates 50th reunion

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

AUBURN For the
last five decades, Shep-
herd Hill Regional High
School has carved out
a place in local history
hosting students from
both Dudley and Charl-
ton, creating a lasting
relationship between the
communities that stands
strong today While those
50 wears have brought
plenty to be proud of, it
all started with the origi-

nal graduating class who
kicked off that legacy all
the way back in 1974,

The original gradu-

anniversary
ating class of Shepherd with a class

milestone
reunion

Hill celebrated their 50th  gathering at the Auburn

Webster Elks Club on
Oct. 12, sharing memo-
ries and their pride in

being a part of some-
thing few graduates get
Tum To REUNION page 8

Sturbridge officials frustrated with National Grid

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Although it wasn't
formally on the agenda, concerns about
the ongoing National Grid project on Po-
dunk Road rose at the Oct, 7 select board

meeting again.

The issue came up during Town Ad-
Robin Grimm's

ministrator

report,

when Selectwoman Mary Dowling said
she has “a lot of concerns about how
this entire project's been handled.”

She specifically requested legal guid-
ance on what authority the utility has
and doesn't have regarding going on pri-
vate property after getting complaints
from some residents that National Grid
has been marking their trees without

permission. As she understands it, the
utility has to get written permission,
and she said she'd like to see that in
writing from the attorney.

Chair Jamie Goodwin said he'd like
to see an “actual articulation of what
they're doing and where they're doing
it, from soup to nuis. This piecemeal

Tum To STURBRIDGE page 2

Charlton Middle School targeted by Swatting campaign

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT
CHARLTON - For the
second time in as many
months, school securi-
ty was at the forefront
of Dudley-Charlton Re-
gional School District
Superintendent Steven

Lamarche’s update to
the School Committee,
this time concerning an
incident much closer to
home,

In September, La-
marche was compelled
to address a school

shooting in Georgia to
reassure local parents
of the security practices
in the district schools.
At the School Commit-
tee's Oct. 9 meeting,
the Superintendent ad-
dressed a recent social

media threat targeting
Charlton Middle School
that, while a false alarm,
served as a reminder of
the sobering reality of
the times,

The threat was de-
termined to be part of

a non-credible swatting
campaign where prank
callers report threats to
law enforcement with
the intent of bringing
them to a specific loca-
tion where there is no
actual threat. Lemarche

explained that regard-
less of the context or
purpose behind these
threats the school al-
ways takes them seri-
ously and in light of the
incident the district is

Tum To SWATTING pese 8

Trunk or Treat is back at Quinebuag Masonic Lodge!

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBALIG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE
— It's that time of vear
again when the Quine-
baug Masonic Lodge
Community  Outreach
Program holds one of its
annual events. Children
and adults alike dress
up in their Halloween
costumes to  retrieve
candy and treats from
rows of cars all decorat-
ed for Halloween in the
parking lot of the Quine-
baug Masonic Lodge in
Southbridge. Join us for
fun games and treats.
We will be collecting Pet
food and or Food Pan-
try items for local Food
Share Pantry in South-
bridge also and loecal ani-
mal shelters.

This event will be on
Saturday, Oct. 26 from
noon to 4 p.m. at 339 Ash-
land Ave, in Southbridge.
Come experience the ex-
citement of the kids run-
ning to each vehicle and
the passing cars beep-
ing their horns as they
drive by Many lodge
members families and
friends even volunteer
students from Nichaols
College offer their time
and resources to put on
this event for the kids
in the surrounding com-
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Courtesy

Children and adults dressed up for Halloween at the Quinebaug Lodge parking lot Trunk or Treat past event last year. Come and join the fun this wealkend at
the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge 339 Ashland Ave. in Southbridge.

munities. So come one
come all to this event
sponsored by the Free-

masons of Southbridge. date will be the follow-

If it rains October 26th
the rescheduled rain

ing day Sunday, Oct. 27

from noon to 4 pm, If

you would like more
information about Free-
masonry and to find a

lodege nearest you, visit
our Web site at www
mas EfI'i:‘EI‘ﬂHHGIll‘}’.fJF!.{.
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Rotary Club of Sturbridge presents Fourth Annual
TREK Sturbridge Halloween SK, 1K & Fun

STURBRIDGE bridge is delight-
ed to announce
that its popular

The Rotary
Club of Stur-

Call 508-885-9895

TREK Sturbridge
Halloween 5K,
1K, and Fun Walk
will return on
Sunday, Oct. 27,
according to race
director  Klaus
Hachfeld. The
family-friendly
event offers two
timed races, in-
cluding a 5K Trail
Run & Fun Walk,
and a 1K Road

% "ﬁ* Race.
Purebred Lionhead The timed 1K
. Road Race ($20
Rabbits for sale. registration)
Litter trained.

for pre-teens (12
years & under)
starts at 9:15 a.m.

It will be a road
race along Old
Sturbridge  Vil-
lage Road, mak-
ing it accessible
to persons with
mobility chal-
lenges.

The timed 5K
Trail Run ($35
registration) &
Fun Walk ($30
registration) will
start at 10 a.m.
using Old Stur-
bridge Village
Road and the Ar-
butus Park Trail
in the Leadmine
Mountain Wild-
life Conservation

Lands.

An awards cer-
emony will follow
at 11:15 a.m. start-
ing with a compe-
tition for best Hal-
loween costume
for all registered
runners and
walkers. Judging
will be by popular
choice.

The event also
includes free chil-
dren’s game start-
ingat9a.m. at the
Education Center,
organized by a
volunteer team
from Burgess El-

ementary School.
No pre-registra-
tion is required
for the children’s
activities.

All activities
begin at the OSV
Education Center
on Old Sturbridge
Village Road (not
to be confused
with Old Stur-
bridge Village
Academy at the
main entrance to
the village). Park-
ing will be avail-
able in the Edu-

cation Center
lot.

Pre-regis-

tration is now
available on the
RaceWire  web-

site at https://
WWWw.racewire.
com/register.
php?id=14151

All partic-
ipants who
preregister by
Oct. 21 will get a
2024 TREK Stur-
bridge  Hallow-
een 5K, 1K & Fun
Walk  tee-shirt.
On-site registra-
tion will also be
available starting
at 8:30 a.m.

The Trek Stur-

Walk

bridge Halloween
5K and Fun Walk
is a Sturbridge
Rotary Club fund-
raiser, with all
profits going to
the organization’s
community needs
projects. For ad-
ditional informa-
tion, or to sign on
as an event spon-
sor, email the race
director at la-
serklaus@gmail.
com. Or visit the
Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club website
at  https://stur-
bridgerotary.com.

Winter Coat Closet returns for
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SUPERIOR

STORAGE

1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088

. Thompson, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com
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CLUES ACROSS

1. *60 Minutes” network
4. Train line
10. Go quickly

11. Straightforward 40. An Arab ruler

12. Canadian province 41. South Dakota

14. At any rate (abbr.) 42. Gnawed at with teeth
15. Genealogy 48. Hawaiian island

16. Make changes 50. Smaller

18. Utter repeatedly 51. Of a single person
22. In a way, turned up 52. Rigid bracelet

23. Type of ship 53. Barbary sheep (Fr.)
24, Agents of one’s downfall 54. Not even

26. Not out 55. Specific gravity

27. Something to scratch 56. Engage in petty bargaining
28. Round water pot 58. Boxing's “GOAT”

36.
37.
39.

30. Refreshing green fruit (slang) 59.

31. Promotions
34, Primordial matters

CLUES DOWN

1. A place to lounge
2. Skewed views
3. Peacefully

60.

29.
31
32

55

One-time world power (abbr.)

Source of illumination
The content of cognition

Split between parties
Notable offensive

CNN’s founder

. Texans can’t forget it
. “Oppenheimer” actor Matt

4. Commercial 33. Expression
5. Auxiliary forces 35. Vessel
6. Large mollusk 38. Lacking poetic beauty
7. Take out again 41. Tall, swift and slender dog
8. Sharp and forthright 43. Sports personality Michelle
9. Knight (chess) 44. Robber
12. Source of fiber 45. Liquefied natural gas
13. Flesh covering some birds’ 46. Snakelike fishes
beaks 47. The most worthless part of
17. Energy something
19. Night monkeys genus 49, City in Crimea
20. Small, sharp nails 56. Bad grades
21. Pleasant-smelling liquid 57. Reichsmark

25. Affirms one’s hold

PUZZLE SOLUTION
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17th year of keeping people warm

We offer gently used and
some new, warm winter coats
for men, women and children.
There is no charge and noth-
ing to sign. All are welcome
to come browse our racks. We
also have a limited number of
scarves, hats and mittens.

Donations may be made on

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Win-
ter Coat Closet, an ecumenical
project located at Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church, 446 Ham-
ilton St., Southbridge, will be
open Saturdays from Oct. 26
to Dec. 14. The hours are 9:30 —
11:30 a.m.

Saturdays when we are open or
at participating area churches.
The Winter Coat Closet is hap-
py to be in its 17th year of help-
ing people stay warm!

For more information, call
the Holy Trinity Church at 508-
765-9559.

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE 1LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police
Department reported the following arrests
during the week of Oct. 7-14.

Jose A. Perez, age 33, of Southbridge was
arrested on Oct. 7 in connection with multiple
warrants.

A 65-year-old male from Sturbridge was is-
sued a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 8 for
a Marked Lanes Violation, a Passing Violation,
and Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

Armani Santiago, age 20, of Webster and
Nathaniel Anthony Santiago, Jr., age 23, of
Worcester were arrested on Oct. 9 for Disorder-
ly Conduct and Disturbing the Peace.

Maria P. Gutierrez, age 27, of Southbridge
was arrested on Oct. 9 in connection with a
warrant.

Michael Aviles, age 37, of Southbridge was
arrested on Oct. 10 for Malicious Damage to a
Motor Vehicle and Intimidation of a Witness,
Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

Corey R. Bombard, age 35, of Southbridge
was arrested on Oct. 10 in connection with a
warrant.

Xavier Luis Marcano, age 21, of Southbridge
was arrested on Oct. 10 for Improper Operation

of a Motor Vehicle resulting in Harsh Exhaust
Noise, Not being in Possession of a License,
Disturbing the Peace, and Disorderly Conduct.

Wilson Swasey, age 37, of Southbridge was
arrested on Oct. 10 for Assault with a Danger-
ous Weapon (to wit, a chair) and Possession of
a Class E Drug.

Roger Augusto, Jr., age 74, of Southbridge
was arrested on Oct. 11 for Violation of a Ha-
rassment Prevention Order.

Michael Francis White, age 28, of Dudley
was arrested on Oct. 12 for Speeding, Failure to
Stop for Police, and Negligent Operation of a
Motor Vehicle.

Jonathan T. Romano, age 29, of Southbridge
was arrested on Oct. 12 for Assault & Battery
on a Person over the age of 60, Resisting Arrest,
Disorderly Conduct, and in connection with a
warrant.

Domenic Martinez, age 21, of Worcester
was arrested on Oct. 13 for operating a motor
vehicle with an Obstructed or Nontransparent
Window and operating a motor vehicle after
suspension of license.

David Rivera, age 63, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Oct. 13 in connection with a warrant.

UARANTEED

BUILDING MAINTENANCE
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Celebrating harvest time
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Ryan Lally’s final magic trick involved young William waving a giant inflatable wand.

Erin Harpe and Jim Countryman play older-style country, bluegrass
and blues.

The Four Seasons Welcome Signs tent invites peo-
ple in.

Alfie Riling of Franklin tries to keep the Jenga tower intact.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

A couple young women sit for caricatures.

STURBRIDGE

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Hiring Multiple Part-Time
/On-Call Firefighters
Min.req.: HS diploma/GED,

non-smoker, MA driver’s license
Starting $19.49 to $26.06, DOQ

Eli Galasso of Stubridge displays his facepainted dog.

Application and further details

STURBRIDGE — Sun and warmth put people in a good heeps://www.sturbridge.gov/

mood Saturday and Sunday as Sturbridge held its annual your-government/pages/job-opportunities
Harvest Festival on the Common. With magic and music on
the gazebo stage and everything includ-
ing axe-throwing, facepainting, games,
politics, crafts and food among the doz-
ens of tents, there was a little of some-

thing for everyone.
All Photos by Gus Stevens

WASTE SERVICE [
A dog watches the crowd while listening Town Of Charlton Your Local ROll'o.ﬂ. Sp ecz.aliSt
to Erin Harpe sing Mississippi John Hurt’s Early voting SChEdUIe

“Candyman.” . )
Presidential

Election sPeCial

HOlida Bazaar Town Hall, 37 Main St 10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

Sacfiiler Doguher 742024 Charlton, MA 3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
' W Sat.Oct.19  9AM-3PM

St Joseph’s Church Hall Mon. Oct. 21 8 AM-5 PM Ro ll o.ﬂ. containers
10 H Putnam Rd Ext., Charlton, Mass Tues. Oct. 22 8 AM-7 PM Weekend Dumpstel’s
We are actively seekix.lg crafters and Wed. Oct.23 8 AM-5 PM fOI’ th e Hom eowner
catmramizmamies ||| oo e Houses - Attics - Cellars
at. Ucl. - H H
registration form or information. - -
T f o ot o 4 AV DM 10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

Tueds. Oct. 29 8 AM-7 PM 508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Wed. Oct. 30 8 AM-5 PM — ' s
Thurs. Oct. 31 8 AM-4 PM e — Fully Insured @ E
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Opacum concludes urban planting project

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT tOWIl,” he said.

SOUTHBRIDGE — With several The goal was “to help alleviate
of their own trees in the audience, chronic health issues,” particularly in
Opacum Land Trust held a ceremony the parts of town that “have very lit-
formally concluding their five-year ur- tle tree cover,” he said. One of those is
ban tree planting project last week in  youth asthma, which is “higher than
World War I Memorial Park. the national average” in Southbridge.

According to project leader Steve Biologically, trees are “very helpful
Brady, the combined paid and volun- cleaning the air” of various particu-
teer effort planted 727 trees each in late pollutants, as well as converting
Southbridge and Ware under a US carbon dioxide into oxygen, and pro-
Forest Service grant, with the state viding summer cooling, he said.
Department of Conservation and Rec- “The shade of a tree can reduce tem-
reations providing the trees. perature by 20 degrees on a hot sum-

“I'm really excited we branched mer day,” Brady said, noting there's a
out [to do this] — pun intended,” said “tree app” that calculates the impact of
Opacum Director Laney Wilder, who each species.
later noted the goal was to “bring the The effort planted 100 different
environment to some of these [urban] tree types around town, with specific
spaces in Southbridge.” species selected to suit each location,

The first tree went in the ground in some municipal, some private. While
fall of 2019, and the original goal was not all of them were native, none
to plant 1000 trees in each town. But were invasive. The recipients agreed
Covid got in the way, slowing things to maintain them based on DCR stan-
down for a couple years. Brady noted dards, which included 15 gallons a
the planting really “began to take off” week of watering, mulching and other
in spring of 2023. duties.

“If we'd had a few more years, we “They are doing it, for the most
could have had 1,000 trees in each part,” Brady said.

He thanked those owners for their
work and the parish for storing the
trees before planting in a place that
“made it easy to distribute trees all
over town.” He also thanked the DPW,
Peg Dean, Jeff Heyman, and several
project workers.

“When you have a good crew and ev-
eryone gets along, it makes the day go
by,” he added later.

Brady was himself commended
by Amanda Hillyer, who said “it's in-
credible to see your passion. ... your
heart is spread all through the town
of Southbridge” with these trees. (She
spoke briefly before reading a formal
citation from the state Senate; Tammy
Ruda also presented one from then
House.)

Going forward, that work made
Southbridge eligible for a $1 million
Urban Forestry Grant, which enabled
the town to hire a temporary forester.
Her job is to identify all municipal-
ly-owned trees (especially hazards)
and create a pruning/maintenance
plan for them as part of a “communi-
ty arboretum,” work toward getting
Tree City certification, and a few oth-

CCUMC to hold third Dynamic Cards,
Collectibles and Craft Show Nov. 9

CHARLTON — On cards: These include cards valuable and are cherished sale. Partial proceeds help
Saturday, Nov. 9, Charl- from movies, TV shows, by collectors for their his- support many local com-

ton City United Meth- and other pop culture phe- torical significance.

munity causes. You win

odist Church will once nomena such as collectible - Unique and home- with all the sellers, and the
again host Dynamic cards for “Star Wars” and made items: quilts, bags, world wins when you come
Cards, Collectibles and Marvel. art, glassware, jewelry to support the show. Ad-
Craft Show at 74 Staf- - Historical and vin- mission is free. There is

ford St. Two full floors tage cards: These cards In addition to a very plenty of parking and the
of trading cards, col- often feature historical large variety of vendors building is handicapped ac-
lectibles and crafts of figures, events, or vintage and crafters, we'll also have cessible.

all kinds! The show designs. They can be quite Ilunch and baked goods for

will be jam-packed with
more than 60 tables of-

e eaead iene— St, John Paul II Parish Bazaar

or begin a new one.

Th'ese Szﬁ‘oertzmon;argls(; Set for NOV. 3

most popular, featuring

athletes from baseball, SOUTHBRIDGE — St. John Paul II eryone.

basketball, football, and Parish will hold the 2024 Parish Bazaar The Southbridge Cultural Council, a

more on Sunday, Nov. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. local agency, which is supported by the
Trading card in the La Salle Reception Center, 244 Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state

games (TCGs): Games Main St., Southbridge. Among the enter- agency, is pleased to provide a grant for

like Pokémon, Magic: tainment to be featured is “The Magic of this entertaining performance for the Ba-

The Gathering, and Yu- Your Imagination” with George Sateriale zaar.
Gi-Oh! from the Ballroom stage at 11:30 a.m. to
Entertainment be enjoyed by children, families and ev-

Y GFI'I&C[? s Child # + +

Hi! My name is lzabella and
| love nature and the out-
doors!

Izabella, who also goes by
Izzy, is an inquisitive, outgoing,
and outspoken girl in search of
her forever family. She loves
to explore the outdoors and
nature, which include various
community activities, garden-
ing, and collecting small in-
sects for her “bug sanctuary”
that she advocated to have.
- - - She always willing to try new

Izabella things and new foods. lzzy

Age 9 also enjoys arts and crafts and
Registration # 6966 going to the library to pick out
books to read. Her biggest
strength is her ability to advo-

cate and speak up for herself.
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/6966

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income,
and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling
group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ((?\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON

$678,000, 1 Stoneybrook Rd, Ma-
clean, Karen, to Lopez, Carlos, and Lo-
pez, Carmen.

$649,900, 39 Davidson Rd, Kirk Jr,
William D, and Kirk, Christine M, to
Griffin, Adam J, and Griffin, Heather
A.

$585,000, 13 Highfield Rd, Forget,
Janell, and Forget, Anthony, to Burgos
Jr, Wilfredo, and Burgos, Abigael.

HOLLAND

$616,000, 29 Butterworth Rd, D Lus-
sier Builders LLC, to Landstrom, Geof-
frey A, and Landstrom, Amanda R.

$291,000, 7 Davidson Rd, Allen,
George D, to Hibbard, Sherida, and
Guerin, Robert.

$120,000, 18 Halfway Ln, Murray,
Cheryl B, to Ingham, Kathryn.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$418,000, 35 Brookside Rd, Fournier,
Kristin M, and Butler, Daniel A, to Par-
ham-Hill, Malika.

$390,000, 51 Pinedale St, Pollone,
Anthony L, and Pollone, Heidi A, to
Farias, Andrew, and Bazzano, Jessica.

$230,000, 1 West St, Zachara, Mary A,
to Marsebcor LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$549,000, 102 S Shore Dr, Jennette,
Dennis, and Jennette, Natalie, to Moore
T, and Moore, Allen R.

$365,000, 1 Cormack Rd, Misiaszek
Jr Joseph J Est, and Misiaszek, Nancy
J, to Laduke, James, and Laduke, Kar-
en.

$365,000, 3 Cormack Rd, Misiaszek
Jr Joseph J Est, and Misiaszek, Nancy
J, to Laduke, James, and Laduke, Kar-
en.

$365,000, 4 CORMACK RD, MI-
SIASZEK JR JOSEPH J EST, AND
MISIASZEK, NANCY J, TO LADUKE,
JAMES, AND LADUKE, KAREN.

er things.

Regarding the arboretum, Brady
said, “We're going more the college
campus approach. Our arboretum will
be along Main Street.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays......c.ccoevvevrrerenne 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccoevevevvveeiicriercceeeeeene Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
«Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
« Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
» Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Selectmen provide update on proposed change for Town Clerk

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Roughly a year ago, the Charl-
ton Government Study Commission finalized
some recommendations for changes in town gov-
ernment including the possibility of changing the
Town Clerk from an elected position to appointed.
Earlier this year, the recommendation was offi-
cially presented to the Board of Selectmen, but
since then there have been few updates.

Selectman Steven Koronis made sure to bring
the matter up in a public forum during the public
comment section of the board’s Oct. 15 meeting
expressing his disappointment in the lack of ac-
tion or updates on the matter despite requesting
it be placed on several meeting agendas.

“My concern with that is if you’re serving on
(the Government Study Commission) and you’re
meeting monthly and then the Board of Select-
men take a year to say ‘well, it’s really not import-
ant to us and we don’t want to talk about it.” Why
would we not want to talk about it? We’re closing
in on a year, we’re coming up on the next one,
and when you’re trying to get people to join in for
town boards and other things they want to make
sure their voices are heard and I just feel we’ve
ignored that entire topic,” he said.

Selectmen didn’t engage the topic too heavily
since it was brought up in the public comment
section rather than as an official agenda item,
but several Board members were quick to defend
the lack of action as one of patience and prepara-
tion rather than disinterest. Board of Selectmen
Chair Peter Lancette said part of the delay was
the town’s change of legal representation and
that the matter will be discussed again soon. Se-
lectman Bill Borowski also indicated that the top-
icis not being ignored, it is simply being saved for
the appropriate time.

“It’s not a position of we don’t care, I think it’s

a matter of timing. We had the change (of Town
Counsel). I didn’t think when we discussed it last
year it would be appropriate to bring it forth for
the fall town meeting. I think for the May town
meeting it made a lot more sense,” said Borowski,
who also suggested the Board wait to have a deep-
er discussion until after the November election.
Part of Koronis’s concern is timing as the
Board would need to propose a change to the town
bylaws, bring the proposal to a town meeting and

ballot vote, receive authorization from the state,
and engage in a hiring process prior to next
Town Clerk election cycle. Town Clerk Karen La-
Croix’s current term expires in 2026. The Board
of Selectmen indicated in February, a reaffirmed
during the Oct. 15 meeting, potentially bringing
the change to the Annual Town Meeting in May of
2025 for consideration which they feel would still
provide enough time to make any bylaw changes
official before the next election cycle.

QCC generates $349.8 million in annual

economic impact

WORCESTER —A
recent economic im-
pact study revealed that
Quinsigamond Commu-
nity College (QCC) con-
tributed $349.8 million
to the regional economy
in fiscal year 2022-23.
The study, conducted
by Lightcast, demon-
strates QCC's role in sup-
porting local jobs, boost-
ing student earnings
and providing a strong
return on investment for
students, taxpayers and
society.

According to the
study, through its oper-
ations and construction
spending, student spend-
ing and alumni impact,
QCC added $349.8 mil-
lion in income to the
economy of its service

area, equivalent to sup-
porting 3,930 jobs.

Key findings of the
study included:

Alumni Impact: For-
mer QCC students gen-
erated $276.9 million in
added income for the re-
gional economy, support-
ing 2,738 jobs.

Student Return on In-
vestment: The average
associate degree grad-
uate from QCC will see
an increase in earnings
of $11,200 each year com-
pared to a person with a
high school diploma or
equivalent working in
Massachusetts.

Taxpayer  Benefits:
State and local taxpayers
see a return of $1.30 for
every dollar invested in
QCC.

Societal Impact: Soci-
ety receives $7 in added
state revenue and social
savings for every dollar
invested in QCC.

“This report clearly
demonstrates the influ-
ence QCC has on our lo-
cal economy, area indus-
tries and the workforce,”
said QCC President Luis
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “As one
of the largest colleges
in Worcester, QCC con-
tinues to make an indel-
ible impression on our
communities. This study
shows what we do here
each and every day - fa-
cilitate student success,
which translates into
our region’s success.”

QCC's day-to-day oper-
ations and construction

spending added $69.3
million to the regional
economy, while student
spending contributed an
additional $3.6 million.

The college serves
as a key source of em-
ployees for regional in-
dustries, particularly in
healthcare. The study
found that QCC's impact
supported 1,043 jobs in
the Health Care & Social
Assistance sector alone.

Lightcast based its
report on several sourc-
es including QCC’s aca-
demic and financial re-
ports, data from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics and data from the
U.S. Census Bureau.

Community
nnection

a‘ _ PrOpane

508-248-9797

For
Advertising

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

Information | New job, new retirement

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA

TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347-6985 PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE PRCEPRGL  Tanks Filled ca"
111 — $5.70 300-500....00000000 $255 10 80% t t'
L1 T $3.40 500 PLUS.......c0e $2.40 . a C C 0 u n O p | 0 n S
VISIT OUR STORE FOR P L — $3.05 Duel Fuel ...vvee $375  Driver 77 4 200 7 308 ) .
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion - - We can talk through your financial goals and

WEEKLY SPECIALS!
4 ., find the option that works best for you.

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 10/21/24 was 32.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e =

email;
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

P

J[orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS" EAtHE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Covmiies JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947.
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Collaboration
is key

As election season approaches, vot-
ers are faced with critical decisions
that go beyond party labels. It’s essen-
tial to understand the core values of
both Republicans and Democrats, and
more importantly, to consider how
those values align with your own inter-
ests and the needs of your community.
This election, one of the most import-
ant things voters must ask themselves
is whether a candidate is willing to
work across the aisle—because that’s
the only way real solutions happen in
a democracy.

In times like these, collaboration is
key. One of the candidates in this elec-
tion has shown a willingness to work
with people from both parties to solve
real problems. That kind of bipartisan-
ship is exactly what we need right now.
Our country, and especially local com-
munities, can’t afford to be gridlocked
by partisan infighting. When elected
officials are willing to compromise and
work with others, that’s when mean-
ingful change can happen.

The other candidate has made it
clear that they are more interested in
self-serving politics. They’ve proven
time and again that they aren’t inter-
ested in listening to or working with
those across the aisle. This is not
what democracy is about. Democracy
thrives when ideas are debated and
when leaders can come together to cre-
ate solutions that work for everyone,
not just their own base.

It’s important to remember that
your vote is your voice, and it’s crucial
to vote in line with your values and
interests. Voting against your own in-
terests because of party loyalty or neg-
ative campaign tactics can have last-
ing impacts on your community and
country. What truly matters is having
representatives who will work for the
common good—people who prioritize
problem-solving over political grand-
standing.

This election, take the time to think
critically about the candidates on your
ballot. Who is willing to put in the ef-
fort to work with those on the other
side? Who is willing to compromise for
the greater good? The future of our de-
mocracy depends on leaders who will
work across party lines to create a bet-
ter future for everyone, not just a select
few. Don’t let divisive rhetoric or blind
partisanship determine your vote—
vote for the candidate who will work
for you, for your neighbors, and for a
stronger, more unified community.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINIO

All Hallow’s Eve

Alot of religious

can also enter into our

folk,  Christians BEYOND world around that time.
included, dislike The tradition of dressing
Halloween. Some THE P EWS up in costume or carving
see the celebration jack-o-lanterns  started
of Halloween as an to scare away or trick
invitation to evil REV. J OHN ghoulish spirits. In the
and satanic spirits. H.D. LUCY case of Dia de los Muer-
Indeed, there is of- CHARLTON tos tradition, dressing up
ten an unfortunate as colorful skeletons en-
uptick in crime CITY UMC ables celebrants to honor
around Halloween I — and rejoice in the color-

as some take ad-
vantage of a mis-
guided notion of what Halloween is.

Any thought that -celebra-
tion of Halloween is inherently evil,
though, is misguided. Its roots are as
a holy day. The name comes from the
Christian holy day of All Hallow’s Eve,
the night before All Hallow’s Day—
more popularly known as All Saints’
Day. It is a time to honor the faith and
life of deceased loved ones and seek to
live guided by their faithful spirit.

Amazingly, cultures around
the world have a similar holy day, all
around the same time, often created
and established without communica-
tion with one another, all in some way
honoring the dead. Some traditions
claim that the reason why Samhain,
Dia de los Muertos, All Saints’ Day,
etc., are celebrated on or around Hal-
loween is that the veil between earth-
ly and spiritual life is blurred around
Oct. 31, making it possible for us to
again commune with our beloveds
who have passed on to the next life,
and that spiritually attune humanity
will always choose this time of year to
acknowledge the dead.

If that’s at all true, then the
problem of course is that evil spirits

Disposing of p

(GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

You've probably read
you should remove and
dispose of insect pest-in-
fected and diseased plant
material to reduce these

rol

‘.|| A" ,’pg

ful life of the deceased.

In neither tradition is
Halloween about participating in evil.
One could even say that the refusal
to celebrate Halloween makes us sus-
ceptible to evil machinations. Either
way, the holy day is about playful cele-
bration remembering those who have
lived well.

Now, I don’t intend to change
anyone’s mind. You either will or will
not participate in or celebrate Hallow-
een. Nothing I say will change that.
However, I share the history and pur-
pose of cultural traditions for two rea-
sons: first, to say that it’s sad when we
pass judgment claims upon the rituals
and traditions of other cultures with-
out understanding the true nature of
those rituals and traditions; and sec-
ond, to say that if we're going to par-
ticipate in the holy day of Halloween, I
hope and pray that you do so with a full
understanding of what it means. Yes,
dressing up and asking for candy is
fun. But Halloween can and should be
much more meaningful than that. So
I say blessings upon a comprehensive,
holy celebration, where each piece of
candy is an inspiration to follow in the
faithful footsteps of our ancestors.

em plant debris

Melinda Myers

problems in next season’s A peony plant infected with blight.

garden. This is not as easy

as it seems. Most compost piles do
not heat up and maintain hot enough
temperatures to Kkill weeds, weed
seeds, disease organisms, and insect
pests. In many locations burning is
not allowed and it negatively impacts
air quality. So, what’s a gardener to
do?

Start by calling your local munic-
ipality and asking about disposal op-
tions. Many communities allow you
to dispose of invasive plants in the
garbage after placing them in a clear
plastic bag labeled invasive.

Solarization is an option for man-
aging weeds. Place small amounts
of plant debris in clear plastic bags.
Then place the bags in a warm sun-
ny location before composting. For
larger quantities, set the problem
plant debris on a sheet of plastic and
securely cover it with a 2- to six-mil
clear plastic tarp. The plastic helps
create a greenhouse effect, trapping
heat while blocking access to water.
The seeds will sprout and then seed-
lings and other plants are Kkilled by
the high temperatures and lack of
water. It is most effective when the
days are long and hot.

This may be effective if the tem-
peratures are hot enough to kill plant
insect pests and diseases. Most plant
pathogens are killed when moist soil
remains at 145 degrees Fahrenheit
for 30 minutes, 160 degrees for bacte-
ria, and 180 degrees for weed seeds.

If battling jumping worms, the
University of Maryland has found
creating a solarization package is
effective for managing them in soil,
compost, and mulch. Spread a sheet
of clear plastic on the ground. Place
a six to eight inch layer of mulch,
compost, or soil on the plastic tarp,

leaving enough excess to wrap and
completely and securely cover the
enclosed material. On a sunny day,
the material inside can reach 150 de-
grees. Research varies on the number
of days needed to Kkill the jumping
worms. Several University sources
recommend three or more days of at
least 104 degrees or 105 degrees to Kkill
the eggs, cocoons, and adult jumping
worms.

You may want to enlist this strat-
egy when harvesting your compost
before applying it to the soil. This ex-
tra step may help reduce the risk of
introducing problems back into the
garden.

Burying diseased material can
help reduce the source of future in-
fection of some diseases. Dig a hole,
fill it with plant debris, mix it with
soil, and then cover it with an inch
or two of disease-free soil. Speed up
the decomposition of buried materi-
al by shredding it before burying it.
Avoid growing plants susceptible to
the disease in that location the follow-
ing season.

Remember to disinfect your pots,
stakes, and tools that may have
housed or touched diseased plants.
Disease-causing organisms can sur-
vive on these items, increasing dis-
ease risk in next year’s garden. Soak
pots for 30 minutes in a 10 percent
bleach solution, rinse with clear wa-
ter and air dry. Store in a clean lo-
cation. This is much more effective
with clay and ceramic pots than plas-
tic. Consider rotating plantings as
you would in the garden and chang-
ing display areas when using plastic
containers if you do not want to dis-
pose of them.

Disinfect garden tools by dipping

Tum To GARDENING page 12

Take advantage of open

enrvollment

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

If you work for a midsize or large com-
pany, you may soon be able to review your
employee benefits package, as we are en-
tering the open enrollment season. So,
consider your options carefully, with an
eye toward making changes appropriate
for your needs.

Here are some of the key areas to look
at:

Retirement plan — Depending on your
employer, you could change your 401(k) or
similar retirement plan at any time of the
year, but you might want to use the open
enrollment season to review your contri-
bution amounts. If your salary has gone
up over the past year, you might want to
boost your pre-tax contributions (includ-
ing catch-up contributions beginning at
age 50). Ataminimum, try to put in at least
enough to earn your employer’s match,
if one is offered. At the same time, look
over how your contributions are allocat-
ed among the various investment options
in your plan. You’ll want your investment
mix to reflect your goals, risk tolerance
and time horizon.

Life insurance - If your employer of-
fers group life insurance at no cost as an
employee benefit, you may want to take it —
but be aware that it might not be enough to
fully protect your family should anything
happen to you. You may have heard that
you need about seven to 10 times your an-
nual income as a life insurance death ben-
efit, but there’s really no one right answer
for everyone. Instead, you should evaluate
various factors — including your mort-
gage, your income, your spouse’s income
(if applicable), your liabilities, the number
of years until your retirement, number
of children and their future educational
needs — to determine how much insur-
ance you need. If your employer’s group
policy seems insufficient, you may want to
consider adding some outside overage.

Disability insurance — Your employer
may offer no-cost group disability insur-
ance, but as is the case with life insurance,
it might not be sufficient to adequately
protect your income in case you become
temporarily or permanently disabled. In
fact, many employer-sponsored disability
plans only cover a short period, such as
five years, so to gain longer coverage up to
age 65, you may want to look for a separate
personal policy. Disability policies vary
widely in premium costs and benefits, so
you’ll want to do some comparison shop-
ping with several insurance companies.

Flexible spending account — A flexible
spending account (FSA) lets you contrib-
ute up to $3,200 pre-tax dollars to pay for
some out-of-pocket medical costs, such as
prescriptions and insurance copayments
and deductibles. You decide how much
you want to put into your FSA, up to the
2025 limit. You generally must use up the
funds in your FSA by the end of the calen-
dar year, but your employer may grant you
an extension of 2% months or allow you to
carry over up to $640.

Health savings account — Like an FSA,
a health savings account (HSA) lets you
use pre-tax dollars to pay out-of-pocket
medical costs. Unlike an FSA, though,
your unused HSA contributions will carry
over to the next year. Also, an HSA allows
you take withdrawals, though they may be
assessed a 10 percent penalty. To contrib-
ute to an HSA, you need to participate in a
high-deductible health insurance plan.

Make the most of your benefits pack-
age — it can be a big part of your overall
financial picture.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.
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Water Power: Bathe Away What Ails You

THE
HinT

KAREN
TRAINOR

What could be better
than a relaxing soak in
a hot tub? How about
the knowledge the sim-
ple act of bathing can
provide drug free relief
from a myriad of ail-
ments.

When we sit in a tub
to relieve back pain, run
cold water over a skin
burn, or even seek so-
lace in a long, hot bath,
these familiar actions
employ the ancient
practice of hydrothera-
py - using water to heal.
From calming anxiety
and relieving pain to
combating insomnia
and detoxing the body,
baths are beneficial for
health. While water has
been used as therapy
for centuries, thankful-
ly the modern world is
rediscovering the sim-
ple art of bathing and
its many virtues. Read
on for some surprising
ways a good soak can do
a body good!

%%

Note: If you are preg-
nant, have high blood
pressure, diabetes, heart
disease, or any other
medical condition, get
your doctor’s OK before
bathing in hot water. Hot
water therapy is not for
infants, children or el-
derly.

As Halloween ap-
proaches, I'm wrap-
ping up my Spooky
season series with a
tale that fits perfectly
into the Strange, Dark,
and Mysterious. We've
explored  unsettling
phenomena in previ-
ous weeks, but for the
finale, I'm diving into
one of the most bizarre
and mysterious places
in the United States—
Skinwalker Ranch. This
500-acre ranch in Uintah
County, northeastern
Utah, known for tales of
supernatural occurrenc-
es, has intrigued inves-
tigators, scientists, and
paranormal enthusiasts
for decades.

In 1994, the Sherman
family purchased the
ranch, hoping to lead a
quiet life as cattle ranch-
ers. When the Shermans
arrived, they found the
home oddly fortified
with metal bars on the
windows, heavy-duty
door locks, and chains,
presumably for guard
dogs, on each side of the
house. It was as if the
previous owners were
preparing for an intru-
sion.

Soon after settling
in, the Shermans began
experiencing a series
of unsettling incidents.
One day, Terry Sherman
spotted a huge wolf in
the distance. The ani-
mal, which appeared to

*%

Some Like it Hot: Hot
baths can ease muscle
and joint pain, constipa-
tion and respiratory ail-
ments. To loosen tense
muscles and reduce
the pain of backaches,
experts suggest a bath
temperature of 102°F to
106°F.

For minor sprains,
the combination of a hot
bath and Epsom salts
can bring welcome relief
as the Epsom salt draws
fluid out of the body and
helps shrink swollen tis-
sues, easing pain. The
salts also draw out built
up lactic acid, which
can contribute to mus-
cle aches. For maximum
benefit, add two cups of
Epsom salts to a warm
bath, and relax.

*%

A nice, long soak
is also hailed for cut-
ting short cold and flu
symptoms. Submerge
as much of your body
as you can in a tub of
comfortably hot water.
Immediately after the
bath, dress warmly and
go to bed under warm
covers for a nap. To com-
bat the chills, add about
eight drops of lavender
and four drops of cinna-
mon essential oils to the
warm bath.

*%

Do you have trouble
sleeping? Combat in-
somnia by bathing in hot
(up to 103 degrees) wa-
ter approximately two
hours prior to bedtime.
If congestion is the cul-

prit to your insomnia,
soak in a hot tub and
place a warm washcloth
over your face. Breathe
through the cloth sev-
eral times. The combi-
nation of the bath and
the warm steam should
relieve congestion and
promote sleep.

%%

Neutral Soak: If you
are anxious, irritable,
or suffer from panic at-
tacks, a neutral bath can
relieve symptoms and
offer soothing comfort.
Bath water should be be-
tween 94 and 97 degrees
for optimum results.
Submerge as much of
your body as you can,
relax, and soak for at
least 20 minutes. Warm
water has been proven
to halt the physiological
part of the fight-or-flight
response, so familiar to
panic sufferers.

%%

Aromatherapy and
Hydrotherapy can also
work together to alle-
viate anxiety. Try this
formula: Add six drops
geranium and four
drops basil oils to a tub
of warm water. Soak for
at least 20 minutes.

To relieve hot flash-
es, naturopathic experts
advise taking a neutral
bath each morning to
“improve vasodilata-
tion, which might help
release the heat of a hot
flash.” Soak for about 20
minutes in water slight-
ly cooler than body tem-
perature. Refill water
to keep temperature

steady.

%%

This simple Dbath
blend has been praised
for its antidepressant
properties: Add three
drops of rose essential
oil and four drops of
ylang ylang essential
oil to a tub full of warm
water. To induce further
relaxation, bathe by can-
dlelight.

%%

Cool It: Cold water
prevents itching, mak-
ing it the perfect treat-
ment for summer skin
maladies. To further
relieve the itch of sun-
burn, bug bites or psori-
asis, add about two cups
of vinegar to the bath
water. A cool water bath
is also effective way to
fight fatigue. Cold water
increases the consump-
tion of oxygen to the
skin, helping your body
“wake up” quicker.

£33

A cold footbath had
long been used to treat
varicose veins, circula-
tory problems, or sleep-
lessness. Fill a basin or
tub with cold water and
submerge feet at least
calf depth. Soak feet
until water is no longer
cold.

£

Proper Bathing: The
deeper you can sub-
merge your body, the
more effective the hydro-
therapy will be. If you
can, strive for neck deep
water. (Those with heart
or respiratory problems
should not bathe in

water higher than the
heart.) If you are using
a regular tub, fill it as
high as possible, and lie
down, submerging your
hands and feet for opti-
mum coverage.

Experts advise soak-
ing in a bath for 15 to
20 minutes. However, if
you show any signs of
dizziness or overheat-
ing, get out of the tub

immediately.
*%

Detox Baths: Hot
baths are natural detox-
ifiers. Here’s why: Hot
water draws toxins out
of the body to the sur-
face of the skin. While
the water cools, it pulls
those toxins from the
skin. Salts added to a
bath accelerates this
process by promoting
sweating. Common salts
used in detox baths in-
clude sea salt, dead sea
salt, baking soda and
Epsom salts.

Detox Salts: Mix to-
gether Two cups baking
soda; one cup sea salts;
one cup Epsom salts.
Pour about a quarter
cup of the mix into the
bath while tub is filling.
If desired, add; one ta-
blespoon glycerin to pre-
vent dry skin.

Ginger Bath: Some
naturalists tout a ginger
bath as a great way to
sweat out toxins. Simply
add about one eighth cup
of ginger under running
hot bath water. Lie down
and soak for at least 30
minutes.

Skinwalker Ranch

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING

TOBY
MOORE

be nearly as tall as a hu-
man's chest, calmly ap-
proached the family and
their cattle. With a mus-
cular build and pierc-
ing blue eyes, the wolf
seemed tame initially,
but suddenly, it lunged
at a calf and locked its
jaws around the animal's
neck. Terry grabbed a
rifle and shot the wolf
several times, yet the
bullets seemed to have
no effect. Eventually,
the wolf casually turned
and walked away; as if it
wasn't riddled with bul-
lets, it trotted back into
the woods.

This bizarre encoun-
ter was only the begin-

ning. The Shermans
began noticing heavy
equipment disappear-

ing or moving to strange
places. On one occasion,
a 70-pound post digger
vanished and was later
found high up in a tree.

One of the strangest
incidents involved the
sudden disappearance
of four bulls, which were

later found crammed
into a locked trailer
in a seemingly trance-
like state. The trail-
er's latches were still
locked, and there was
no reasonable expla-
nation for how the
bulls could have end-
ed up inside alone. It
was as though some-
thing had teleported
them there.

At times, they felt an
invisible presence fol-
lowing them. On one oc-
casion, they heard heavy
breathing and saw brush
moving like an unseen
creature prowling near-
by. It was as if a cloaked

entity was  stalking
them.
Cattle mutilations

became another terri-
fying issue. The family
started losing cattle at
an alarming rate. These
cattle were found dead
with surgically precise
incisions, with organs
missing but no signs of
blood anywhere near the
scene.

The Shermans fre-
quently heard strange,
disembodied voic-
es above their ranch,
speaking in an unknown
language.

Even more chilling
were the glowing orbs
that frequently ap-
peared. The most unset-
tling encounter involved

a bright blue orb that
seemed to pulse with
energy, giving off an
almost electric crack-
le. These orbs filled the
air with an inexplicable
dread as if deliberately
manipulating the fami-
ly's emotions.

As they dug deeper,
the Shermans learned
that their property had
long been considered
cursed by local Indig-
enous tribes. The Ute
people, in particular,
believed the land was as-
sociated with Skinwalk-
ers, creatures known
for their shape-shifting
abilities. Because of this
lore, the ranch eventu-
ally became known as
Skinwalker Ranch.

Unable to cope with
the ongoing disturbanc-
es, the Shermans moved

out. Before they left, they
shared their experiences
with the media, drawing
the attention of billion-
aire Real Estate Tycoon
Robert Bigelow, who had
a longstanding interest
in the paranormal. In
1996, Bigelow purchased
the ranch to conduct his
investigations, enlisting
a team of scientists and
researchers to study the
strange phenomena.

Terry remained the
ranch manager, eager
to help Bigelow's team
uncover the truth. The
paranormal activity
continued, with cattle
mutilations, glowing
orbs, portals, UFOs, and
encounters with myste-
rious creatures.

In another chilling
event, one of Bigelow's
researchers claimed

Famllg Dlnmg & Git Gunde

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

*%

Win Dinner for Two
at the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because
I'm in the business of
dispensing tips, not in-
venting them (although
I can take credit for
some), I'm counting on
you readers out there to
share your best helpful
hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Pressnewspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/0
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

that a giant creature had
"taken over his mind,"
leaving him with a mes-
sage that they were be-
ing constantly observed.

Today's Skinwaler
Ranch remains shroud-
ed in mystery, heavily
guarded, and off-limits
to the public.

While I can't con-
firm the truth behind
every tale I've shared
this spooky season, the
lingering mysteries at
Skinwalker Ranch con-
tinue to warrant serious
attention. As we enjoy
the eerie delights of Hal-
loween, remember that
some of the strangest
stories aren't found in
horror movies—they're
hidden in remote places
like Skinwalker Ranch.

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikagla@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

1J

BOOKING C
FROM 2-300

SUNDAY BRUNCH

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 11/30/24

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

All You Can Eat $21.95 (lstax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

10am-1pm

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 10/25 & SATURDAY 10/26

PAN SEARED
TILAPIA

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei
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Swatting

continued from page 1

refining their commu-
nication protocols and
continuing to tout the
efforts made through-
out the 2020s to enhance
their emergency pre-
paredness. This has in-
cluded transitioning to
a unified digital surveil-
lance system, AiPhone
door stations creating
added security to school
entrances, and an inte-
grated two-way radio
system along while con-

tinuing to promote AL-
ICE (Alert, Lockdown,
Inform, Counter, and
Evacuate) training for
district staff and Ac-
tive Shooter Drills for
students and educators
which, this year, will in-
clude barricading for all
secondary schools.

One area that the
Superintendent knows
the district, specifically
Charlton Middle School,
needs to improve is al-
lowing better access to
mobile devices to create
more open communi-

cation during emergen-
cies. The district has
worked with a vendor
to test the equipment at
Charlton Middle School
revealing two specific
concerns: the overde-
pendence on a single
vendor and network
security concerns that
threaten the school’s
compliance with the
Children’s Internet Pro-
tection Act (CIPA).

“Our work is not
done. We continue to fo-
cus on improving com-
munication within our

FIND YOUR

BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

>

FOR ALIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

Upgrade toan $799°

Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE o oY=~ STEARNS
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC’ & FOSTER’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

— e

9 530-SkE-HHSFORTC OFFICE BUI LD

FOR SALE
- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $550,000
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 - Building size: 9,536 SF
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant . Lot size: 13,939 SF
Finishes and High Ceilings - Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas . Basement: partial | Unfinished

schools, specifically en-
hancing our ability to
make emergency calls.
We recognize the cellu-
lar dead zones near or
around our large con-
crete building — we re-
main committed to find-
ing a viable solution and
hope to identify effective
options this school year
to enhance communica-
tion at Charlton Middle
School around cell ser-
vice,” said Lamarche.
The Superintendent
added that in a contin-
ued effort to focus on
school safety, he attend-
ed a seminar on Oct. 9
presented by the FBI
Boston and the Massa-
chusetts State Police
that fittingly focused
hoaxes like what oc-

curred with Charlton
Middle School.

“The training provid-
ed an overview of reali-
ties of bomb threats and
swatting hoaxes includ-
ing a detailed review
of statistics and cur-
rent trends nationwide.
It was very helpful. It
shared a lot of informa-
tion,” said Lamarche. “It
also covered the charac-
teristics of hoax calls,
law enforcement best
practices for assessment
and response, and the
decision-making  pro-
cess for evacuation or
sheltering in place.”

After the Superinten-
dent’s update, members
of the School Commit-
tee discussed holding an
executive session that

would provide full up-
dates to the Committee
about the safety proto-
cols. Others asked about
bringing the protocols to
subcommittees for fur-
ther review, however, Su-
perintendent Lamarche
warned about advertis-
ing protocols in a pub-
lic forum and encour-
aged anyone, committee
member or the public, to
approach his office with
any questions about se-
curity procedures. The
School Committee is al-
lowed to enter executive
sessions to discuss mat-
ters pertaining to secu-
rity personnel, devices,
or strategies. It was im-
plied an executive ses-
sion may be placed on a
future agenda.

Reunion

continued from page 1

to accomplish, the first ever graduates
of not only a new school but a region-
al high school at that. Shepherd Hill
opened in 1973 after years of Dudley
sending students to Bay Path and, for
at least two years, Woodstock, Conn.
Members of the Class of 1974 recall the
opening of the school creating a bond
between the students of two communi-
ties that, despite being close neighbors,
had little interaction until that point.
During its lifetime Shepherd Hill has
been nationally recognized for numer-
ous achievements especially in its ex-
tracurricular programs specifically in
music and sports.

That legacy has left graduates like
Joe Nierodzinski, the school’s first
Class President who led the Class of
1974, extremely proud to have seen
where it all began.

“Just to see everyone still here is
great. We do have a memorial table.
Out of 134 people in our class, we’ve
only lost 18 people. There’s a lot of peo-
ple who couldn’t make it for whatever
reason, but to see all of these people
after all these years it’s an amazing
thing. We have had a reunion every
ten years, but 50 is a magic number,”
Nierodzinski said.

The former Class President re-
called one of the school’s early athletic
achievements as a member of the soc-
cer team as they went 13 and 5 in their
first season securing a spot in the state
tournament, a rare honor for a new

school.

One of Nierodzinski’s classmates,
Nancy Cyganiewicz Piscopo, served on
the committee that helped organize the
50th reunion and said being a part of
such an iconic gathering was a surreal
experience.

"After 40 years, we didn’t have a
good turnout but when it was time
for the 50th we started planning and it
was fun. It’s great to be here and see all
these people again,” she said. “Things
have changed so much. You go with
the times. It’s nice for us now because
there were always cliques, but there’s
no cliques here. You just walk up to
anybody and say ‘do you remember
me’ with no expectations, nothing to
prove. It’s great for all of us.”

State Rep. and former Dudley se-
lectman John Marsi served as a guest
speaker at the reunion and said he was
proud to be a part of such an amazing
recognition of the class that started it
all for the district’s iconic high school.

“Two towns came together all those
years ago to build the school and this
is the first graduating class, so why
wouldn’t we yell that from the moun-
tain tops? It’s a big deal. Shepherd Hill
remains a great school after all these
years and I'm happy to be here to sup-
port them,” said Marsi.

Shepherd Hill celebrated its 50th
anniversary throughout the 2023-2024
school year including embracing a new
temporary logo designed by a student
featuring the school’s longtime Ram
mascot.
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CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE MUSIC
LIVE MUSIC LINEUP BinGo
10-25  Stephen GEORGE  yhyroony
11-01  Joe Macy _ 1709
¢ 11-08  Jageo Fiske
OPEN 6 DAY WEEK mf Book Your ﬁm A :

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 8
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

JAMES GLICKMAN
Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

oy

CHRISTMAS PARTIES SOON

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Absolutely unique home meticulously maintained
located on South Pond, a 70’ deep fully recreation-
al lake. You will be greeted by a beautiful 4 season
M sunroom that has both heat & ac, built in screens &
custom made panels for the winter. First floor has 8
g 1/2” European White Oak Floors, an eat-in kitchen w/
stunning views of the lake, sliders to the rebuilt deck,
living room w/vaulted ceiling & fireplace. Dining room
& full bath. On the 2nd floor you have master bed-

2. Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

2 Lane 21 Brookfield MA

$849,000

room w/beamed ceiling, skylight, spacious closets
& view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The finished g™ - 5
walk-out lower level has brand new flooring, family room or 2nd ¢

leading out to a private patio area. Off the patio you will find &
brand rebuilt stairs leading down to your private 150’ beach area

CLUDED. This home has gone through a modernized restoration
in the past 5 years.

(’c >
L dSA CARON

— iHiAl!S'I;‘-\‘.I

508-341-8299

Broker/Owner « LISA CARON
+ Notary Public
caronlisarick@aol.com e lisacaron.com
42 West Main Street Brookfield, MA 01506
ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS,
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX
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Sturbridge

continued from page 1

BS is the same old song and dance.
They're a private company making
money on a public utility, so we need
better transparency from them.”

Although the board has seen
some partial plans, “as you dig
in and dig in, you find that's not
what's happening,” he said, noting
the board needs to constantly push
for more information. “... Being an
utter pain in their [rear end] is the
only way we can deal with them.”

At issue is the fact the board has
been approving pole locations a few
at a time for months now, but doesn't
have a clear view of what the whole
project is. Part of that has been due
to seeing different spokespeople for
each hearing who don't have details,
despite the fact they've asked for
one contact person. Grimm noted
Sturbridge's Grid contact had been
out on medical leave for a long time,
but recently returned to work.

Conservation Agent Lauren Vivi-
er said she told Grid to color code
trees based on whether they were
privately-owned, on the public sce-
nic road, or hazard trees, and to
submit a formal application to her
office. She noted their response was
“We thought we'd done all we need-
ed to do. I said you haven't done any-
thing with me.”

Dowling noted the trees are being
color-coded, but the residents aren't
being told what the colors mean.
In some cases, she said, residents
didn't answer when Grid workers
visited, but the trees were marked

ocal &

anyway. “They can't just mark the
trees because they want to.”

“They are moving quickly, and do
not focus on administrative tasks
because that interferes with their
bottom line,” Goodwin said.

He noted the town needs a clear
checklist of things Grid needs to do
so it's not playing “whack-a-mole”
and can also provide specific ques-
tions for the attorneys. That will
involve getting clarity from all af-
fected departments and putting any
available information on the web-
site.

Vivier said she'll do that when
she does get an application. But at
present, “they've given me noth-
ing.”

In other business, Grimm said
she's been requesting meetings with
the state Department of Transpor-
tation to discuss “general goals and
plans” of the long-running Route
20 work. She said they're willing to
talk to her and other town officials
individually, but will not attend a
public meeting and will “only dis-
cuss very specific projects.”

One recent issue is that DOT is

END OF

) SEASON
GRILL
SALE!

FALL: S

END OF SEASON BIKE SALE! '

recalling funds for a corridor study
for lack of bidders. Grimm said
that's “because their requirements
for insurance to even set foot on
their property is outrageous.”

She's also talking to them about
increasing reimbursement for EMS
services on DOT-owned highways,
which she said hasn't changed since
1991, and continues to look at access
for Streeter Beach.

Also, Facil-
ities  Manager
Robin Chrabas-
cz summarized

what that meant, she admitted “in
creasing our custodial staff to add
a mainteance person,” with handy-
man-type skills. She noted she has
used some senior tax workoff peo-
ple for some work, but “the projects
we have are physically demanding.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at
gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

various mainte-
nance projects
and recent ener-
gy grants. She
said she'd really
like to look at
“enhancing our
in-house main-
tenance capa-
bilities, [which]
could lead to
some long-term
savings for the
town.”
When

asked

Honey Crisp
U Pick Apples & Fall Raspberries!

Many varieties
of apples

Ragged Hill Orchards
Open Daily 9-5 « 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
raggedhill.com

Directions from Rt 9, take Pierce Rd.
to Ragged Hill Rd., or take Snow Rd,
to Wickaboag Valley Road.

to Ragged Hill Rd.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
BUY MORE, SAVE MORE!

UPTO

$1000

A
- |
4

l IN REBATES'*
® Purchase a qualifying /
| I [FrRiGiDARE ’
TWIN; $19 9 ‘*' sé?slhaa %s sss E::E ;i:: = §§§
(REGULARLY $299) =
FULL: $269 \ WAS $599.99 WAS $699.99 Buy & pleces = $1000 | . i
(REGULARLY $499) =
FULL: $299 ‘% 7TCU.FT. AMANA MAYTAG WHIRLPOOL FRIGIDAIRE EDL?SEE%II:-IOTOT
| eGS0 | rReczer || WASHEROR || Senex.  ||soTrow FReEzer || refhiocnator || FREEZER
ALLTV’S IRiilm go || $549°% | $1599%° | §1099°% || $799°°
o N s AL E ' WAS $299.99 WAS §539.99 WAS $699.99 WAS §2,600 WAS §1,599.99 WAS $999 95
- DELUXE AMANA (RE FRONT LOAD 10 CU. FT. LG SMOOTH OVER THE
Bt o il | VLIRS || casmace || wasreRr | (RHEST || TS || mickowave
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.99 9“
[Reguiaﬂy ngggl """" $379 WAS $699.95 s\tﬁi:’;ﬁgg WAS $999.99 WAS §599.99 WAS $593.99 WAS $279.99
$600.99 NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

75” Samsung.......
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $1199.99
(Regularly $1499.99

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Say Hello to Mass Advantage,
your local Medicare Advantage plan designed with
the help of UMass Memorial Health providers with

their patients’ needs in mind.

RSVP for a local informational seminar today.

Auburn

The Auburn ELKS Lodge

754 Southbridge Street
® Oct. 15, at 2 PM

East Brookfield

The Salem Cross Inn
260 West Main Street

e Oct. 24, at 2 PM

Southbridge
Harrington Hospital

100 South Street, Conference Rm 1

° Oct. 22, at 2 PM
* Nov. 19, at 10 AM

Sturbridge

277 Main Street

Publick House Historic Inn

* Oct. 16, at 10 AM

Uxbridge

@ Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 10am-8pm e

Tri-River Family Health Center
281 East Hartford Avenue

e Oct. 28, at 2 PM
Webster

Webster Senior Center

5 Church Street

* Oct. 17, at 10 AM

Virtual Seminars

via Zoom (online)

® Oct. 21, at 2 PM

* Oct. 26, at 10 AM

More locations, dates and times available.

Call our Benefit Information Center at
(844) 513-0529 (TTY:711)
or visit MassAdvantage.info/SeminarsNow

Representatives are available October 1- March 31, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., 7 days a week;
and April 1 - September 30, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Monday - Friday.
Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

WHITCO

Sun: 12pm-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

25

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

MASS

ADVANTAGE

A Medicare Advantage Plan

Get local support:

Our Member
Navigator Team is
here to help!

Need an appointment?
we’ll get you in with
most UMass Memorial
Health providers

within 10 days.

Enjoy these
benefitst and more:

$0 monthly plan
premium HMO & PPO
plan options

$0 or low copays
for Tier 1 and Tier 2
prescription drugs

Copays as low as

$0 for physical and
occupational therapy,
labs, and x-rays

Additional dental,
vision, over-the-
counter (OTC), too!

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enroliment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. TPremium and coverage may
vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our network. For accommaodation of persons
with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 513-0529 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather.

Y0173_250117_M Accepted

Access to the health care providers you trust at

..’ UMass Memorial Health
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Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library to
hold

~ A o o gl

Annu

-

STURBRIDGE — Looking for an entertaining and informative eve-
ning? The Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library will be holding its
annual meeting on Oct. 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sturbridge Town Hall in the
upstairs Veteran’s Memorial Hall at 308 Main Street in Sturbridge. The
meeting is free and open to all members of the Friends and the general

public.

With the Larchmont Remembered, prepare yourself to go back
in time and relive the tragic tale of New England’s most horrific sea di-
saster. On a snowy afternoon in February 1907, unsuspecting passengers
planned for a relaxing overnight cruise from Providence, R.I. to New York
City. What they experience instead was one of the worst maritime disas-
ters in New England’s history that few survived.

This tale is vividly brought back to life with eyewitness accounts
and never-before-seen photographs. Daniel F. Harrington, a popular
monthly columnist for the Providence Journal, originally wrote a piece
on this disaster and then became haunted by the chilling tale. He contin-
ued to research the story and unearthed a wealth of information on the
tragedy. His presentation has left many speechless and enthralled.

The program will be followed by the Friends’ annual business
meeting. Members will be voting on the slate of officers for the coming
year and an increase in annual dues. Any one interested in having their
name added to the ballot can contact the Friends at www.SLFriends.org.

LEGALS

al Meeting

Anyone who would like to be eligible to vote at the meeting, but is not yet
a member, can join through the Web site as well.

il

CESY
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The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, 111 Main St. in Southbridge, announces the final
weekends of the “Haunted Halls” exhibit in the galleries. Open to the public and free to
all, this exhibit features a variety of creepy, spooky and Halloween-themed art and sculp-
ture by local artists and artisans including Jim R. Wilton, Heather Croteau, Katherine
Oakes, Demitri Kasperson, Niko Day and Kevin Provost. Gallery hours are Saturday and
Sunday noon to 4 p.m. The galleries will also be open on Thursday, Oct. 31 for Halloween

Trick or Treating, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Don’t miss the final days of this fantastic exhibit. For
more information, call 508-764-3341 or go to the Web site, ruthwellscenter.com.

Courtesy

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A

Notice is hereby given by Cruise
Control Transportation Inc. Pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, Section
39A. that on or after October 26th,
2024 at Cruise Control Transportation
Inc. the following motor vehicle/s will
be sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle:

VEHICLE MAKE : 2007 Freightliner

M2 106

VIN:1FVACWCS27HY08782

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

360 Auto Group
79-02 Cypress Avenue
Queens NY 11385

VEHILCLE MAKE: 2010 Mitsubishi

Fuso FE85D
VIN:JL6CCJ1S6AK000382

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

Lester Luis Jova-Rodriguez
7505 PARK AVE APT 203
NORTH BERGEN NJ,07047

VEHICLE MAKE: 2017 Nissan Altima
VIN:1N4AL3AP4HN352494

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER:

Ryan Martin

108 HARRISON ST

MANCHESTER NH 03104

VEHICLE MAKE :2005 Mazda MPV
VIN:JM3LW28J950550946

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

Luis A Verges

55 GODDARD ST APT 3
SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550

VEHICLE MAKE: 2008 Kia Amanti
VIN: KNALD125085166675

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER:

James P Downs JR

165 PLEASANT ST

SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550

VEHICLE MAKE :2007 Audi
(Black)
VIN:WA1BY74L87D049247
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

Jyneisha Lahni Perucier
16 BEDFORD AVE, APT 1
WORCESTER MA 01604

Q7

VEHICLE MAKE:2007
Ridgeline (Maroon)
VIN:2HJYK16257H535273
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:

Honda

Sylvia D Nelson,
338 MAIN ST
CHERRY VALLEY, MA 01611

VEHICLE MAKE:2002 Toyota Camry
(Black)

VIN:JTDBF30K320043888

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:

Amber L Newell,

183 PLEASANT ST,APT 21
WORCESTER MA 01609

VEHICLE MAKE:2010 Lexus IS 250
VIN:JTHBF5C22A5122380

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Efrain Agosto

2561 SOUTHERN OAKS
CANTONMENT FL 32533

VEHICLE MAKE :2012 Nissan Altima
VIN:1N4AL2AP7CN510054

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

Louise M Deliddo

55 LAKE ST,

WEBSTER MA 01570

VEHICLE MAKE
MAZDA 3
VIN:UJM1BL1SGXA1227496
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Derrike J Lacross,

1350 NARRAGANSETT BLVD
CRANSTON RI 02905

2010 MAZDA

VEHICLE MAKE :2006 Toyota
Highlander Hybrid (Silver)
VIN:JTEEW21A660024685

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER :

Leroy Edwards,

1047 LA CROIX AVE

AKRON, OH 44307

VEHICLE MAKE :2005 Toyota Corolla
VIN:2T1BR30E85C555058

Kelcie S Farrell

138 JOSEPH CIR

WHITINSVILLE, MA 01588

VEHICLE MAKE:2012 Ford Fusion
(Black)

VIN:3FAHPOHAXCR138358

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Dorneus, Marckendy

3600 MYSTIC VALLEY PKWY APT
W809

Medford MA 02155

OCTOBER 11,2024

OCTOBER 18,2024

OCTOBER 25, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on November 13, 2024,
at 7PM on the application of John
Bartoletti.

The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the installation of a 10x16 shed and
associated land disturbance work with-
in 50 feet of a BVW. The project loca-
tion is: 11 Knollwood Drive, Charlton,
MA, 01507.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.

Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

October 24, 2024

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation
Commission will hold a public meeting
on Wednesday November 13, 2024, at
6:00 PM to review a Notice of Intent
submitted by Graves Engineering,
Inc. c/o Jonathan Leonard/Brimfield
Housing Authority. The Notice of Intent
requests to expand two parking areas.
Project Location: 20 Colonial Park,
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map (13-B-

3.11).

Meeting Location: Public Participation
will be In-Person at Hitchcock Academy
at 2 Brookfield Road, Brimfield, MA
01010 on November 13, 2024, at 6:00
PM.

Any person(s) interested or wishing
to be heard on this request should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the
Conservation Commission Office,
Salisbury Annex Building, 2nd Floor,
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010
or contact the office at 413-245-4100
ext. 1101.

Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia
Co-Chairs

10/07/2024

October 17, 2024

October 24, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P3347EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Michelle R Zacek
Date of Death:05/24/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of
Personal Representative has been
filed by
Tristan Arduini of Charlton MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Tristan Arduini of Charlton MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/19/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 17, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

October 25, 2024

www.StonecbridgePress.com
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Brimfield Historical Commission announces veturn of

popular plaque progmm

BRIMFIELD — The Brimfield Historical
Commission is proud to announce the return
of its historical plaque program. Any proper-
ty that is listed in Brimfield’s 1994 Inventory
of Historic Properties is eligible to purchase
an historical marker for their building. The
oval plaques are made of long-lasting alumi-
num and are approximately 18 by 12 inches,

will display the name of the original own-
ers or builder associated with the structure
along with the year it was built and the street
address or other identified historic area.

If you believe that your property meets the
eligibility requirements, please contact the
Historical Commission at historical@brim-
fieldma.com to request an order form. Mark-

LITTLE REST AREA

. Blashfield House

C.1790

with cream graphics on a dark green back-
ground. The typeface is electra. The plaque

ATO DY A

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters « ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Ei

‘ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

I

a1

AVAILABLE

100% FINANCING

<> KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

508-784-1550
:ERO K

ﬂﬁ%@

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

PEST CONTROL

AERIAL

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience

TREE SERVICE

Complete Site Work
Including:
Excavating * Bulldozing « Trucking ¢ Demolition
* Stump Removal « Timber Harvesting
* Yard Expansions & Tree Removal Lot Clearing
* Cellar Holes « Septic Systems
oLawn Installation * Retaining Walls
 Fields Made
+40,000 b excavator with jack hammer
for rent «Seasoned Firewood
860-382-5071

Snowblower & Generator Repair Reasonable Rates
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs Owner Operated
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775 508-757-8078
V‘\Ilg?R(IDVIEaSI'IIPESRtC%)S:\JITF(:( Ask for David or Jason Hight
\ LAWNMOWERCOM Auburn MA

Field Stone and Firewood for sale

GUTTERS [ Home Improvementll MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Plastering | PLUMBING | Plumbing

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING

Plastering small
jobs; additions,
ceilings,
bathrooms,
remodels,
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

CALL
508-612-9573

Licensed

& Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing

Water heaters, Faucets,
Toilets, New pex water piping,
Outside hose connections
replaced or added,
Dishwashers, Garbage
disposals, Water filters,
Tub & shower valves,

Tub & shower replacements
Any repair or
replacement needed.

Serving Worcester
County since 1988
Lic.#MPL-21763
Since 1988

Call John
508.304.7816

We are home owners’
plumbers!
jdrainman714@aol.com

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

C==)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

4725 MIKE LAMBERT'S

(ﬂﬂ\ PLUMBING &
3\ Hga(rysrns.
Commercia/,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472

call or text
gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

F|nancm%; Avallable

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

GJ LEDUC

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

"ROOFING_J Roofing__

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127

MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Fo Advertsng
nfomafion Gl
TRL00T308
el mikeela@
soneridgpress
o

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Burea.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

y G
BBB

ers are custom ordered and cost $65.

As:an Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free Quotes
REASONABLE BRATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Adbvertise on
this page for
one low price!
Get 7 papers.

Call
774-200-7308

» Spencer New Leader

 Sturbridge Villager
» Charlton Villager

» Southbridge News
» Webster Times

» Auburn News

» Blackstone Valley Tribune
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Seven of New England’s top comics take the
stage to support Manny 267 Foundation

WORCESTER — Sev-
en hilarious comics
will come together Nov.
2 at the DCU Center
in Worcester to raise
money for the Manny
267 Foundation. The
foundation is mnamed
in honor of Worcester
Police Officer Emman-
uel “Manny” Familia,
who tragically died in
2021 while attempting
to save a 14-year-old boy
from drowning. Hosted
by comedian Harrison
Stebbins, the night of
comedy will feature na-
tionally touring come-
dians who all call New
England home including
Emily Ruskowski, Or-
lando Baxter, Corey Ro-
drigues, Brian Glowac-
ki, Rafi Gonzalez and
Paul Nardizzi. Tickets
for the 267 All-Star Com-
edy Night are on sale
now at EventBrite.com.

The Manny 267 Foun-
dation aims to raise
awareness about the
hazards of drowning.
The foundation provides
funding for floatation de-
vices that are installed
in emergency vehicles
to be used as life-saving
tools when responding
to aquatic emergencies,
as well as supporting
water safety training for
police officers and swim-
ming lessons for young
people.

“Manny’s legacy con-
tinues to live on through

we have suffered,” said
Elvin Familia. “One
hundred percent of the
proceeds from this com-
edy show will go towards
providing Manny Tubes
and water rescue train-
ing for police depart-
ments around Massa-
chusetts.”

Manny is described
by his friends and fami-
ly as “always the funni-
est person in the room,”
making the All-Star
Comedy Night a fitting
tribute to his legacy.

The line-up at the

DCU Center includes:
Harrison  Stebbins,
Host

With a sarcastic wit
and an improvisational
style, Stebbins’ unique
blend of high-energy
physical comedy and
clever insights, keeps au-
diences laughing long af-
ter he has left the stage.
Not only is Harrison
widely regarded as one
of New England’s fun-
niest headliners, but he
has also performed with
some of the most popu-
lar national comedians
working today:

Emily Ruskowski

Ruskowski is a
one-woman charm of-
fensive. With a style
that’s totally approach-
able and instantly im-
pressive, she is equally
comfortable diving into

and delivers stories
loaded with punchline
after punchline. Rus-
kowski’'s comedy com-
bines a quick mind, an
infectious energy, and
a totally unique eye for
observation. She brings
a genuine sense of fun
to material that ranges
from a career in social
work to a passion for boy
bands. She has been fea-
tured in The Washington
Post and Boston Globe
and has appeared on the
popular 2 Dope Queens
Podcast and Laughs TV
on Fox.

Orlando Baxter

Baxter exploded onto
the Boston comedy scene
in 2005, and was quickly
established as one of the
area's hottest comics. His
fresh perspective and
unique relatability soon
made this former high
school teacher a fan fa-
vorite and led to a string
of finalist positions in a
host of contests and fes-
tivals all over the world
including NBC’s ‘Stand
Up for Diversity, Bos-
ton Comedy Festival,
and Montreux Comedy
Festival. In 2016, Bax-
ter made his late night
TV debut on the Conan
show on TBS. He has
since appeared on televi-
sion shows like "Comedy
Up Late" in Australia,
B.E.T.'s "50 Central,” Laff
Mobb's Laff Track on
Tru TV and TBN's Mike
Huckabee show. Orlando
currently tours across
the country performing
at clubs, colleges and fes-
tivals at home and over-

Corey Rodrigues

Rodrigues is a high-
ly sought-after national
touring college, club,
and corporate perform-
er. He was the winner
of The Catch a New
Rising Star, The Funni-
est Comic in New En-
gland, and the 2017 Big
Sky Comedy Festivals.
Rodrigues has been fea-
tured on the hilarious
Gotham Live, Laughs on
Fox, and True Tv's Laff
Mobbs Laff Tracks. In
2018 he released his Dry
Bar Comedy special, was
voted "best of the fest"
at the Big Pine Comedy
Festival, and was picked
as one of TBS's Comics
to Watch at the New York
Comedy Fest. In 2019, Ro-
drigues made his late-
night TV debut on the
Conan O'Brien show. In
2020 he released another
30-minute Comedy Spe-
cial for the EPIX series
"Unprotected Sets." His
comedy is honest and
fun, constantly pepper-
ing in stories from his
life and the lives of those
around him. Mix that
with a hilarious point of
view and he's able to talk
about just about any-
thing.

Brian Glowacki

Glowacki's comedy
feels like home. His play-
ful style and originality
have quickly taken him
from a small town class
clown to a nationwide
crowd favorite. His lik-
ability on stage paired
with sharp observations
on life have quickly cat-

of the nation's premier
emerging talents. Brian
is the national touring
opener for comedian
Bob Marley as well as
headlining many clubs
and festivals on his own.
Most notably he became
the first independent, lo-
cal comedian to headline
the historic Wilbur The-
atre in Boston. "BGlow"
has performed at the
Funny or Die "Oddball
Comedy and Curiosity
Festival". He received
"Best of Fest" honors at
Burbank Comedy Fes-
tival, Big Pine Comedy
Festival and San Diego
Comedy Festival. He
connects daily to his
growing tribe on social
media through short vid-
eos about his family and
his travels.

Rafi Gonzalez

A stand-up comedian
from Puerto Rico, Gonza-
lez originally found suc-
cess as the lead singer
of a nationally touring
rock band. In 2015, Gon-
zalez switched gears and
exploded onto the New
England and Boston
comedy scenes. In 2021,
he appeared on HBO
MAX’s Ha Comedy Fes-
tival. In 2022, Rafi partic-
ipated in the prestigious
San Francisco Comedy
Competition. He was a
finalist in the Boston
Comedy Festival in 2023,
and was also voted "Best
of the Fest" in The Noho
Comedy Festival and
The Burbank Comedy
Festival in Los Angeles.
In 2024, he was voted
"Comedian of the Year"

Choice Awards. Rafi has
also taken his comedy to
the sea after being hired
by several cruise lines.
Check him out across all
social media platforms,
where Rafi has accrued
millions of views.

Paul Nardizzi

Nardizzi began his
comedy career in 1990,
quickly becoming a Bos-
ton area favorite and
a national headliner
within four years. Paul
Nardizzi has made nu-
merous appearances on
Late Night with Conan
OBrien, Comedy Cen-
tral, NESN Comedy All-
Stars. He also won the
Boston Comedy Festival
Competition, HBO's U.S.
Comedy and Arts Fes-
tival and is one of the
most requested acts on
XM Satellite Radio. As a
top stand-up comedian
in Boston and the New
England Area, he is
known for his rapid-fire
comedy, ability to engage
the crowd, and tailor ma-
terial to audiences. He
can be seen performing
in clubs nationwide in
addition to providing
corporate entertainment
and working at charity
events and parties.

All-Star Comedy
Night to benefit The
Manny 267 Founda-

tion takes place on Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, at 8 p.m.
at DCU Center, 50 Foster
St., Worcester. Tickets
and information are
available at EventBrite.
com.

the incredible work the personal insecurities
foundation is doing to or workplace nonsense.
insure no other fami- With an irrepressibly
lies have to go through cheerful demeanor, she
the pain and loss that commands attention

seas. apulted him into one

in the Boston Comedy

Nichols celebrates investiture of President Pieczynski

DUDLEY — The Nichols College community con-
vened for the investiture of William C. Pieczynski on
Friday, Oct. 18, as the ninth president of Nichols Col-
lege, a role he has held since May 2024.

President Pieczynski has a long and distinguished
career at Nichols, working closely with faculty, staff
and students across academic disciplines and cam-
pus-wide departments. He joined the College as direc-
tor of the Nichols Fund in 2006, where he was charged
with expanding the President's Society, generating
annual funds and overseeing alumni relations. Pres-
ident Pieczynski was named vice president for ad-
vancement in 2010 when he oversaw the successful
completion of the College's bicentennial campaign,
Securing a Legacy of Leadership, which raised $66
million to support capital projects, endowment and
brand-elevating curricular and co-curricular initia-
tives. The campaign was the largest in the College's
history, generating a record number of multimil-
lion-dollar gifts, and far surpassed the campaign's
initial goal of $45 million.

The investiture ceremony, presided over by Chair
of the Nichols College Board of Trustees Randy Beck-
er '83 MBA '96, included calls to service and remarks
by representatives from various constituencies of
the college. Provost Daniel Borgia served as Master
of Ceremonies.

Messages of support were delivered throughout
the calls to service. "Bill has a proven track record
of outstanding leadership and loyalty to Nichols Col-
lege having been a valuable member and contributor
of the Nichols Family for over 17 years," said Nichols
College Trustee David Bedard '86, representing the
Committee for the Future of Presidential Leadership

Gardening

continued from page 6

them in a 70 percent alcohol solution using rubbing
alcohol or something similar for at least 30 seconds.
Or you can spray your tools with a disinfectant spray
containing about 70 percent alcohol.

Investing time in prevention will result in fewer
problems and better results in next year’s garden.

Melinda Myers has written over 20 gardening
books, including Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site is www.Melin-
daMyers.com.

(CFPL).

The investiture ceremony was conducted by Beck-
er, with special assistance from Pieczynski's sister,
Denise, and wife, Lana.

"Today, we gather to celebrate a man of genuine
integrity, humility and compassion. We are confident
that President Pieczynski will support the culture of
Nichols and foster change that is both forward-think-
ing and deep-rooted in the College's honored tra-
ditions," said Becker, who also noted Pieczynski's
many accomplishments, from setting new standards
of giving to securing contributions to support new
building projects to expanding experiential learning
opportunities.

Pieczynski in his inaugural address remarked,
"Now, this is a somewhat different investiture in that
I am not a newly appointed president, still unboxing
mementos or contemplating the quickest way to get
from Conrad Hall to Vendetti Field. I have had the
time to develop deep friendships here, to leverage a
tenure that dates to 2006, and to understand the com-
plexity of this institution at this moment in time.
Indeed, when I was asked to pursue the presidency,
Iresponded that I was eager to do whatever was best
for the College."

He praised the resilience of Nichols, noting its
evolution throughout its history, dating back to 1815,
commenting "I am fortunate to lead a college that is
comfortable in its own skin-always aware that we are
a work in progress-but one that has confronted mo-
mentous change and has persevered."

Turning to the challenges of educating students
for a future and jobs that don't yet exist, Pieczynski
remarked that the school possesses a strong founda-
tion for this task, with its "unabashedly" student-cen-
tered living and learning environment and unique

experiential opportunities.

He cited what the College's administrators casu-
ally refer to as the Nichols "triple threat," where stu-
dents complete an internship, receive a professional
certification, and complete an experiential learning
experience, as an area of focus and enhancement. He
quoted higher education research that spoke of these
kinds of experiences as "career game changers."

Developing such experiential learning opportuni-
ties and academic differentiation, said PieczynskKi,
will be one of four short-term strategic priorities,
alongside developing a robust budget model that
drives net revenue growth, an institutional brand-
ing, and a better understanding of the College's cur-
rent culture in building toward a more supportive,
collaborative and inclusive community.

Concluding the day's spirited events was a com-
munity celebration and Presidents' Society Dinner.

About Nichols

Nichols College has earned business accredita-
tion from the prestigious Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB Internation-
al), the longest serving global accrediting body for
business schools and the largest business education
network connecting learners, educators, and busi-
nesses worldwide. Founded in 1815, Nichols College
transforms today's students into tomorrow's lead-
ers through a dynamic, career-focused business and
professional education. Nichols offers real-world
learning focused on professional depth - combined
with vibrant living, competitive athletics, and an un-
matched alumni advantage - equipping students to
exceed their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

The National Domestic Violence

HOTLINE

1.800.799.SAFE (7233) - 1.800.787.3224 (TTY)

WWW.THEHOTLINE.ORG
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Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
celebrates AP Capstone diploma recipients

DUDLEY — At Shepherd
Hill Regional High School,
eleven students have earned
the AP

Capstone Diploma™. Addi-
tionally, three students have
earned the AP Seminar and
Research Certificate™ during
the 2023-24 school year. The AP
Capstone Diploma program
helps students develop critical
thinking, research, collabora-
tion, and presentation skills
that are essential to academic
success.

“We proudly recognize the
achievements of students who
participated in the AP Cap-
stone

Diploma program,” said
Darren Elwell, Principal at
Shepherd Hill. “With the help
of dedicated teachers, our AP
Capstone students explored
their passions through schol-
arly research as part of an im-
pactful, multi-year program.
This meaningful college
readiness program will serve
our students well after high
school.”

To receive the AP Capstone
Diploma, students must earn
scores of 3 or higher in AP
Seminar, AP Research, and on
four additional AP® Exams of
their choice. To receive the AP
Seminar and Research Cer-
tificate, students must earn
scores of 3 or higher in AP
Seminar and AP Research.

Student participation in
the AP Capstone program has
been steadily increasing, with
more than 100,000 students in

more than 2,500 schools world-
wide taking part during the
2023-24 academic year. Ap-
proximately 21,000 students
earned the AP Capstone Di-
ploma, and 11,100 students
earned the AP Seminar and
Research Certificate.

Unlike traditional AP sub-
ject exams with a single end-of-
year assessment, AP Seminar
and AP Research assessments
are project based and evaluate
skills mastery through group
projects, presentations, and
individual essays completed
throughout the year. Instead
of focusing on one specific
academic discipline, AP Sem-
inar and AP Research are in-
terdisciplinary: Students are
encouraged to create research
projects based on topics of
personal interest. Students
are assessed on the critical
thinking, research, collabora-
tion, time management, and
presentation skills needed to
complete their projects.

“We have been witnessing
students’ renewed passion for
learning through the AP Cap-
stone

program,” shared Bianca
Peart, global lead of the AP
Capstone Diploma program.
“Together

with the guidance of tal-
ented educators, students are
building essential college and
career

readiness skills while ex-
ploring subjects that are
meaningful to them.”

At Shepherd Hill, students

BROOKFIELD

St. Mary’s Church

Saturday 9AM-11AM

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:

BRIMFIELD —

focused their research on a
range of topics, including an-
alyzing the impact of banking
crises; ameliorating nursing
shortages; pursuing socioeco-
nomic equity in high school
athletics; examining rates of
Anterior Cruciate Ligaments
(ACL) in collegiate athletes;
assessing the mental health
of first responders; evaluat-
ing the efficacy of wind ener-
gy installation in low-income
communities; examining the
role of body image in ado-
lescent competitive dancers;
and identifying the needs of
library patrons to better meet
demographic interests.

“Congratulations to the
thousands of students who
worked so hard to earn AP
Capstone

Diplomas and AP Seminar
and Research Certificates,”
said Trevor Packer, head of
the

Advanced Placement® Pro-
gram. “These students are cre-
ating the pathways for their
future

academic and profession-
al careers by building highly
sought-after skills in project
management, presentation,
collaboration, and research.”

Of the students who par-
ticipated in the AP Capstone
Diploma program at Dud-
ley-Charlton:

Eleven were awarded the

AP Capstone Diploma by earn-
ing scores of 3 or higher in AP

Seminar, AP Research, and
on 4 additional AP Exams.

They are Vanessa Baclawski,

ty of Vermont.

Nicolas Benoit, Kelsy
Brown, Nicholas Damelio, College Board’s Advanced
Nicholas Dell’Ovo, Daniel Placement® Program (AP®)
Gronek, gives students the opportunity

Kierce Jarvis, Juliana Lan-
cette, Adrien Roach, Ava Sou-
sa, Carlie-Rose Tarr.

Three were awarded the
AP Seminar and Research
Certificate by earning scores
of 3or

higher in AP Seminar and
AP Research. They are Quinn
Cushing, Cayleigh Mayen, and

Kyra Santora.

14 were graduating se-
niors in the class of 2024 and
have enrolled at the following

institutions: Vanessa Ba-
clawski, Northeastern Univer-
sity; Nicolas Benoit, North-
eastern

University, Kelsy Brown,
Assumption University;
Quinn Cushing, University of

Connecticut; Nicholas
Damelio, Boston College;
Nicholas Dell’Ovo, Worcester

Polytechnic Institute; Dan-
iel Gronek, Assumption Uni-
versity; Kierce Jarvis, Univer-
sity of

Massachusetts-Amherst;
Juliana Lancette, University
of Connecticut; Cayleigh May-
en,

Wheaton College; Adrien
Roach, University of Massa-
chusetts-Amherst; Kyra San-
tora,

Worcester State University;
Ava Sousa, University of Mas-
sachusetts-Dartmouth;

Carlie-Rose Tarr, Universi-

to take challenging college-lev-
el courses while still in high
school. Earning a score of 3
or higher on an AP Exam has
multiple benefits for students,
including earning college
credit, advanced placement in
college courses, or both, sav-
ing them time and money. Re-
search shows AP students are
better prepared for and more
likely to enroll and remain in
college, do well in classes, and
earn their degrees on time.
Each exam is developed by a
committee of college and uni-
versity faculty and AP teach-
ers, ensuring that AP Exams
align with their high stan-
dards.

In partnership with the
higher education community,
College Board developed AP
Capstone courses to help stu-
dents build and master skills
essential for success in college
and career.

“What so distinguishes the
AP Capstone program as a
hallmark educational experi-
ence is its emphasis on holistic
development of inquiry and
articulation skills essential
for success and persistence in
college, the workplace, and ev-
eryday life,” said Dr. Gregory
Taylor, associate provost for
academic affairs at Purchase
College, SUNY.

Hitchcock Free Academy/Friends of
Historic Brimfield hosting talk by

rare book specialist

Kenneth

year of Gloss family owner-

and in print and online con-

LEICESTER
Leicester Food Pantry
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

NORTH BROOKFIELD
St. Joseph's Food Pantry

01535

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul

day 9 AM -11 AM

RESIDENTS ONLY

WEST BROOKFIELD

First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street,
W.Bookfield, MA 01585

- Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

296 No. Main St, North Brookfield, MA

Distribution:First Thursday 5 PM-6:30
PM:Third Thursday 12 PM-1:15 PM

279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA 01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, Wednes-
SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry

60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM

Gloss, internationally known
rare book specialist and ap-
praiser who runs the Brattle
Book Shop in Boston, will give
an in-person and virtual pre-
sentation for the Hitchcock
Free Academy in partnership
with Friends of Historic Brim-
field, 2 Brookfield Rd., Brim-
field, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 4 p.m.

Gloss will talk about the
"improbable finds" of his de-
cades-long career and discuss
the value of old and rare books.
The event is free and open to
the public.

Gloss, who is frequently seen
on national TV, will talk in part
about the history of his

historic bookshop (wWww.
brattlebookshop.com/about),
which goes back to circa 1825.
He

is a second-generation own-
er. He will discuss growing up
in the book business, show

some of his favorite finds
while enjoying “the thrill of the
hunt,” and explain how he

appraises books and manu-
scripts. He has many fascinat-
ing anecdotes to share about

private and institutional col-
lecting as well as guidelines for
building and maintaining a

significant collection. There
is also a Q&A session at the con-
clusion of his talk.

Following the talk and ques-
tion-and-answer session, Ken
will give free verbal appraisals

of books participants have
on hand or will do so at his shop
in Boston at a later

scheduled date.

For more information on this
event, or to register, please visit
https://www.hitchcockacade-
my.org/rare-books-talk.html.

Yankee Magazine Editor's
Choice Award for Best of New
England, the Brattle Book

Shop is one of America’s
oldest and largest antiquarian
bookstores. 2024 is the 75th

ship. Kenneth Gloss succeeded sumer

his late father, George

Gloss, a well-known figure
both in Boston and national an-
tiquarian circles. He had

worked in the store since
childhood and chose to go into
the book business rather than

pursue a doctorate in chem-
istry. He became the sole pro-
prietor upon his father's death

in 1985. "I found that books
were in my blood and that I
would never be really happy if 1

abandoned the business."

Among the many organiza-
tions of which Kenneth Gloss is
a member are the

Antiquarian Booksellers As-
sociation of America, the Inter-
national League of Antiquari-
an

Booksellers, the New En-
gland Antiquarian Booksellers
of America, Southern New

England Antiquarian Book-
sellers, the Committee for
the Boston International

Antiquarian Book Fair,
and the Boston Society. He
also is a Fellow of the

Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society as well as serv-
ing on the Board of Over-
seers of the

USS Constitution Muse-

Town-o-Town

CLASSIFIEDS

publications. The Brattle
Book Shop is also the recipient
of several “Best of Boston”

awards in the categories of
Best Book Shop or Best Anti-
quarian Book Shop. In addition,

it has been included in a list
as one of North America’s best
bookstores.

For further information
about this talk and more about
book-collecting, appraisals, and

future free and open talks,
call the store toll-free at 800-447-
9595, or visit their Web site,

www.brattlebookshop.com.
To learn of some of Ken’s more
fun and unique finds, listen

to Brattlecast, his new pod-
cast: http://www.brattlebook-

shop.com/brattlecast
(also available on iTunes:
https://itunes.apple.com/
us/podcast/brattlecast/
1d12957286237mt=2).

Home Toin Senics
BIG TIME RESULTS

TR

um.

The Brattle Book Shop is
proud to have been a con-
tributor to the WGBH An-
nual Auction

each year that the sta-
tion has held this fund
drive. Ken has appeared on
national and

local TV numerous times
over the years and has been
a popular guest on WBZ Ra-

as well as other radio,

TV, and cable stations nu- Foster Care.

merous times. His bylined (508)829-6769

articles @ i
cvercux

continue to appear in

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central

Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support

Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
dio Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

MA To

Generous experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
PLL COME TO YOU!

various antique journals
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This was one of the
most popular
Halloween costumes
in 2023.

algJpg JJamsuy

What's the Difference?

Find the four differences between these pictures.

MOPUIM UO 1bg ‘{7 Buissiw si 1oy
s,1B Ul mog "§ X0q Ul Ulajub]|-,0-320f Ul JUalayip
s1 8A3 'z 191UN02 UO siapids DJIXT °| :SleMsuUY

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

U OCTOBER Y

25

1760: King George
III succeeds to the
British throne on the
death of his
grandfather.

1940: Benjamin 0.
Davis Sr. is named
the first African
American general in
the United States
Army.

2001: Microsoft
releases its Windows
XP operating system.

DECEIVE

cause to believe
something that
is not true

@€ How the

€€ sa
that i my

g %

Costume
Disfraz
Costume
Costume
Kostim

English:
Spanish:
Italian:
French:

German:

*Did>Uou
‘e'KN ?

Edgar Allen Poe’s poems are
spooky enough to be read

around Halloween time. One
of his more famous is
called “The Raven.”

Get the I@g
PICTURE?

Canyou guess what
the bigger pictureis?

S|INS :1emsuy

O¥ 02 0RCxX %+

(Hint:15 =)

14 8 8 15 1

6 9 2 15 8 1

Wk AC*LHEN R0
ABCDEFGHiJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FUN

Solve the code to discover words related to business.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

24 2 15 16 12 15 14 18

21 17 18 23 15 1

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Levsl: Beginner

19BpNQg "a PPaYISAO "D 1SSAUI g 18SSD 'Y SIOMSUY

Slv|e|i|8|8]6|L|E
HEIEI I AR
LIE|L)G|2[(8)9|8|¥
v[L]|9]8|8|L]2|E|S
gl8|t]|g|g|E¥|6B)|L
M ELE EAAEH B EAR
Ak IRl B AR
glL|E|Z|8|L]5|¥7)|8
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REAL ESTAT

508.943.4333

Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope2o0wn.com >(

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

Y

WEBSTER- 22 COOPER RD

Imaglne Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside |5 1
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction ,ﬂ -—aj“—
Homes To Be Built at this Site. Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living s

Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage! $579,900

Featured Mew Watenfrons Levting!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST! THIS
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA'S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing,
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It's more than a home - it’s a Life Style! ~ $1,250,000

Webster Lake -
24-2 Lawreluwood Drive

Watenfrout Lot /
Approximately 11,000 Sg. Ft. of mostly
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters
edge. Sandy Shore line! Western views.
Call for a viewing! $625,000

. STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR f_ O
2{ WATERFRONT LAND! C

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan
suggests the potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ roadfront
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

0XFORD
25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
What's YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level
Free Standing Building is located on a
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade
4 Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!
~ ~  Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE -
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units!
***Call Today!™* $1,150,000

WEBSTER -
10 NEW STREET

@@ 1st Time Offered! An Opportunity
S “To Have & To Hold” Quality Built,
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
1 cious Rooms! Hardwood floors!

Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!
$499,900

~~ WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

b

" 2BIRCHISLAND | Y

PRICE IS RIGHT ! WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
3 erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar
| Price Tag!! Level landscape from house to the waters
. 1| edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle
16| Pond which offers expansive views! 6 rooms, 3 bed, 1
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer
|| expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the
< | grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll ! $669,900!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[R,;s Maria Reed 508-873-9254 f=x
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

*NEW *Private Setting with a
CONSTRUCTION  Low Maintenance yard
on 6 Acres *Easy Access
* Gas Fireplace to Mass Pike
@ “Bonus Room (24’x32’) *Hardwood Floors
*Cathedral Ceiling throughout
_ o e cai Family Room *Gourmet Kitchen
12 Elliot Drive $695 000 *3 Full Baths with Center Island

DUDLEY- 7.04 ACRES | ASHBURHAM- CAPE DUDLEY :
| | INVESTORS
\; Cac g CONTRACTORS
o e *2 OPPORTUNITIES
Sﬁ»ak'@k bl bz L & | 7 0ak St- 3 Units $205,000
o R 8 | 2-6 Green St- 6 Units plus
*Perc Test single family $513,000
*Wooded Lot.with Pivacy *1.5 Baths* Updated Windows Private Showings
* Opportunity to build *Fireplace witjh Wood Insert Must Show Proof of Funds
you Own Retreat *Town Water * Sewer * Garage or Financing Approval
1308 Dresser Hill Rd $280,000 1 Fairview Ave $423,000

HE W H TN

Realty Management, LLc
Property Management Property Maintenance

Residential Construction
Commercial Remodeling
Condominium Maintenance
Rental/Leasing Handyman Services
Established in 1985

with almost 40 years of experience.

Fully licensed and insured.
971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc...

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

{4

ERA Key Realty

"Put 39 years of combined
real estate experience
Donna Flannery Realtor® to work for you!"  Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau

508-612-6771 Realtor®
508-612-9843
Kayleen0Ogaol.com
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

Donnaflanneryrealter.com B s ™)
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

Contact Mikaela Today

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS 774-200-7308
P ™ mikacla@

stonebridgepress.news

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

E Whpn REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
Xxperience
b-) and A RE/MAX
< PROFESSIONAL
commltment ASSOCIATES
Mattel' 49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Carrie Abysalh
Realtor

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor

SATURDAY WITH SZYMCZAK
Real Estate Coffee Hour
Nov. 2 @ 11am » 21 Schofield Ave., Dudley

Chat about the Market for Buying or Selling a House
Reservation Suggested! Limited Seating!

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044
=

ReMax Vision [I!m
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 mi§

Jo-Ann Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669
774-230-5044

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MAR.KET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

7 508.612.1382 License #9529769  License #904677 |
I//u - 55:;'::";\' MESRealty.com (774) 452:3578 (508) 6410150
Y/ Mary@WillSellit.com Licensed in MA and CT

Sandi Grzyb “I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
I look forward to PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of

your real estate
ventures!
* Buying

e Selling
e Investing -
£

Contact Info:

774.230.3500|508.943.6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

[
65 Southbridge Street,
Auburn, MA 01501
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FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS

SELL YOUR VALUABLES

TO THE NATION'S LEADING ESTATE BUYERS

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

3 DAYS ONLY | OCTOBER 29 - 31

Tuesday - Wednesday | 9:30am - 5:30pm
Thursday | 9:30am - 4:30pm

409 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Call for directions: (508) 764-7250

WHAT WE BUY

Fine Jewelry

O Any Age & Any Style

O Gold, Silver and Platinum Jewelry
O Broken or Damaged Jewelry

O Designer Jewelry

Diamonds

O Loose & Mounted

O Damaged

O Any Size, Color, Style Natural Diamonds

Scrap Gold & Silver

O Gold, Silver & Platinum

O Dental Gold

O Old Mountings

O Class Rings & Fraternal Pins

Coins & Currency
O Gold & Silver Coins
O Bullion & Bars

O Old Paper Money
O Coin Collections

Watches

O Wrist Watches & Pocket Watches
(Rolex**, Breitling, Patek, Omega, Elgin,
Waltham, lllinois, Hamilton, etc.)

O Any Condition

Sterling Silver

No Need to Polish. No Silver Plate.

O Flatware & Serving Pieces

O Jewelry (Turquoise, Southwestern, etc.)
O Candlesticks & Candelabras

Rarities
O Military Memorabilia
(Uniforms, Daggers, Swords, etc.)
O Pre-1950 Advertising & Toys
O Old Photos & Autographs (Tintypes, etc.)

Fine Art & Luxury Goods
We Do Not Buy China or Glassware.

O Original Art By Known Artists
O Designer Handbags (Chanel, Fendi, Gucci,
Hermés, Louis Vuitton, Prada, etc.)

O Pens (Montblanc, Montegrappa, etc.)

RECEIVE A 20% BONUS

When you trade for store credit’

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

Ready to Sell?
SCAN QR CODE HERE
for full buying event details.

NATIONAL RARITIES

ESTATE B UY ERS

Over 1,000 5-Star Reviews!

“Had a great experience working with Blake Hahn today. He was very
engaging. He examined my items thoroughly, gave me a fair price and left the
decision to me if and how many of my items | wanted to sell. | would definitely
work with him again.” - Debra R.

Call (888) 787-1112 or visit NationalRarities.com
for any item-related questions.

*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.
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Jo-Ann Szymczak
REALTOR® EMERITUS
Re/Max Vision

c: 774.230.5044

0: 508.943.7669

With over 47 years of experience, I have a home office in
Dudley. The RE/Max Vision office is located on 25 Union Street
in Worcester. Being a real estate agent is more than just placing
an ad in the newspaper or marketing online. I act as a counseler
to my client (buyer or seller). I provide assistance in marketing,
staging, inspections, negotiation, and educating them to real
estate values. It is a full time job. In order to provide good
service, I have a client coordinator, Vicki Bennett assisting me.

I was originally a math teacher and always had an interest in
real estate. When I acquired alicense I approached alocal broker
and began my real estate career. I am still actively involved
in teaching. I have taught real estate licensing and conducted
numerous real estate education classes in buying foreclosures
and landlord/tenant classes in Night-life programs at Bay Path
Vocational and Assabet Valley Technical School.

VISION

w®

The business has changed because of techology and the
information network making it easier for buyers to obtain much
of their needed information through the internet. For sellers,
environmental issues and more informed consumers has made
it critical that sellers get professional assistance early to sell their
home. Buyers are all watching HGTV and have very specific
expectations. Sellers need guidance in staging and making
sure they have prepared their house for home inspections.
Professionals are able to make it a more pleasurable experience
for both buyers and sellers by counselling them.

“HOME FOR HEROES”

The most recent changes I have made in doing business is I
have partnered wih Diane Casey-Luong the Massaschusetts #1
Homes for Heroes Realtor.

We are participating in a program that recognizes thsoe
who serve our community. It’s just one way to give back and
say, “Thank You” for all you've done. Fire-fighters, EMS, Law
Enforcement, Healthcare Professional, Teachers and Military
Members and Veterans from across the country have saved
over 90 Mlllion Dollara!

COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT... PEOPLE ARE
IMPORTANT. If you need help in buying or selling
I offer a hometown advantage along with regional experience.
Feel free to call me to discuss your real estate options.

o RE/MAX

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS < A STONEBRIDGE PRESS PUBLICATION «Oct. 24-25, 2024 * 1




Stonebridge Press
&, Villager Newspapers

Home of
StonebridgePress.com
ConnecticutsQuietCorner,com

COWIE EXKOY
IFAKESIDEIDININGIIN
MHEICOMPANYAOERGOOD
FRIENPS AN FAILY

Stonebridge Press is the parent company to seven newspapers in Massachusetts,
and four newspapers in Northeast Connecticut. The best way to become familiar
with our publications is to visit our website - www.StonebridgePress.com - where
you can browse our papers and our advertisers. All advertisements are published
on our website in the current issue and on the archives.

All of our community newspapers are mailed by the U.S. Post Office to house-
holds who have requested the paper (nine of our publications are free to house-
holds and two by paid subscriptions). We have a circulation of approximately
43,000+ households in Massachusetts and 16,000+ households in Northeast
Connecticut.

If you have any questions about our papers, please don't hesitate to contact
Mikaela, 774-200-7308 who will be happy to assist you.

MASSACHUSETTS: Spencer New Leader, Southbridge News, Auburn News,
Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Blackstone Valley Tribune, Webster Times
CONNECTICUT: Killingly Villager, Putnam Villager, Thompson Villager, Woodstock Villager

One look at our name
gives away our aim!

At Your Health Matters we have spent the last nine years supporting our community in its
ongoing drive to improve health using the gifts that nature will always have to offer us.

With gratitude, we appreciate and thank you for joining us in this mission.

If you have yet to visit us we hope you will soon.

308 LAKESIDE

308 East Main Street
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333

We are open Sunday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday:
11 — 8 p.m. and Friday &
Saturday: 11 -9 p.m.

A

Stop in for our daily lunch
and dinner specials!

Live music
Friday nights

You can check out our quality line of supplements, body care without the unnecessary
chemicals, and foods closer to what nature has always intended.
Drop in and say hello to Cello, but be careful as she is very cute and quick to offer a friendly lick.

Keep yourselves well 'til we gather again,
ol s s David Termine, Your Health Matters

yo 7 ) (RN FISKE HILL PLAZA
71 Main St t (Rt 131) Sturbridge, MA
SHEALTH® it

N . 48

3% ‘ " Cleaner Food, Better Supplements, & Purer Body Care
i Organic, Non-GMO, & Gluten Free options

Where the entire store is
‘the healthy seation Nourish Healthier, Live Happier, Sharing Natures Wisdom

20 % OfF wienyouspenaso000r mor.
1
1

Must present coupon at checkout.
Your Total Purchase ~Your Health Matters~

Gift them Health... Certificates Available

Tues-Fri 10am-6pm ¢ Sat 10am-5pm

Purposeful Coffee and Teas ® Chocolates ® Candles
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Easy ways to support small businesses

It’s easy to overlook how - Before you immediately
integral small businesses are go with a well-known chain
to local, national and even or e-commerce giant, find out
global economies. The Small if a local retailer offers the

Ideas about shopping are never
set in stone, and the pandemic
illustrated just how quickly con-
sumer trends and opinions can

Business  Administration same items you need and shop change. Many individuals are
and the US Census Bureau there. ) now reevaluating how they spend
indicate small businesses « Actively discover new

their hard-earned money, partic-
ularly since inflation has affect-
ed just how far a dollar can be
stretched. When consumers think
about which stores to patronize,
locally owned businesses may be
the smartest option for a num-
ber of reasons — not the least of
which is the way such enterpris-
es benefit the communities they

brands, check them out, and
then spread the word about
your findings to others.

» Share posts from small
businesses on social media.
It’s good exposure for them
and can help to widen their
customer base.

» Attend special events or

account for 99.7 percent of
all American businesses,
employing 56.8 million peo-
ple. Similarly, according to
Statistics Canada, local busi-
nesses classified as micro or
small businesses made up 98.1
percent of all the employers in
Canada in 2021.

Since mall businesses are promotions hosted by local call home.
the economic engine of many businesses. Well-attended More money kept in the com-
neighborhoods and com- events may spark others’ curi- munity
munities, it’s in everyone’s osity. Shopping locally means that

best interest to pitch in and
ensure such firms’ success.
Thankfully, it’s easy for any-
one to support the small busi-
nesses that make their com-
munities unique.

« Shop locally and online
from small businesses as much
as possible. If you cannot shop
right away, consider purchas-
ing gift cards to the retailer

« Share a quick photo of
something you bought at a
small business or of a service
they provided. For example, if
a local landscaping company
did a wonderful job putting in
a new patio or pavers, share
the before and after with those
you know.

Communities can embrace
various strategies to support
or service provider and share the small businesses that
them as gifts to others. make Main Street unique.

more money will stay in the
community. According to recent
research from Civic Economics,
local eateries return nearly 79
percent of revenue to the com-
munity, compared to just over
30 percent for chain restaurants.
Overall, for every $100 spent
at a local business, around $73
remains in the community, verus
roughly $43 when shopping at a
non-locally owned business.
Get a personal touch

ly are inclined to go the extramile
for their customers and are per-
sonally invested in the services
and products they are selling. As
a result, shopping locally tends
to be a personalized experience.
Furthermore, a local business
owner may be more amenable to
ordering products for specific cli-
entele. Such personalized service
is typically not accessible when
shopping big box stores or other
shops where owners are off-site.

Lines are short

Waiting in long lines for check-
out or to pick up merchandise
ordered online can drain con-
sumers’ energy and contribute
to stress. Local businesses tend
to have short lines and small
crowds, which can lead to a more
pleasant shopping experience.

Generates tax revenue

Local businesses generate
more tax revenue per sales dol-
lar, according to Rubicon, a dig-
ital marketplace for waste and
recycling businesses. Taxes paid
by local small businesses go to
support schools, parks, roads,
and other programs that benefit
the community as well.

How communities benefit when consumers shop local
Local business owners typical-

Support nonprofits

Local businesses often support
good work in the community,
such as nonprofit groups. These
can include schools and sports
teams, among other groups.
According to Dr. Sue Lynn
Sasser, professor of econom-
ics at the University of Central
OKklahoma, studies indicate non-
profits “receive 250 percent more
support from small businesses
than larger ones.”

Support other local businesses

Local business support other
local businesses by buying and
selling among each other. A local,
independently owned restaurant
may source its ingredients from
local farms, which means visitors
to such eateries are supporting
multiple local businesses each
time they dine out.

Small businesses are a boon to
the economy, particularly local
economies. These enterprises

help their communities in a mul-

Local &

titude of ways.

Exceptional Service!

Buying... I am an accredited buyers representative
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way!

S
LISA | CARON

. |
L REAL ESTATE

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Over
20 Years
Experience

Lisa Garon, Broker/Owner
ABR, GRI. SRES, MRP. CDPE, PSA. RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

42 W. Main Street (Rt.9) Brookfield, MA

508-341-8299 =
www.lisacaron.com ==

ELECTRONICS

In-Home Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

508-867-3122 ¢ Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

New And
Slightly

| Used

| Appliances

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs 9-6

Fri 9-5
Sat 10-3
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"Quality counts when no one is looking."
Asphalt paving for over 50 years!

DRIVEWAYS

ASPHALT PAVING INC. I > gAR”gﬁ LoTs
SPENCER, MA. EAL GOATING

774-261-5181 FREE ESTIMATES
ESTABLISHED 1963

KeyesPaving.com Kennykeyes62@gmail.com
508-864-9708 | 508-347-7499

K Fully Insured * Owner/Operator

COME SEE OUR UPDATED
FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT® EQUIPMENT AND
5 FOR HEALTHY LIVING
[ 5 FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY WELLNESS CENTER!

THE MOVING CREW

like us on

facebook

CALL US TODAY FIND CU;WHAT ‘S NEW FIND YOUR Y

Tri-Community Family Branch
508-868-4291 43 Everett Street, Southbridge, MA

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326 YM CA OF CENTRAL MAS SACH US ETTS

4 *Qct. 24-25, 2024 « A STONEBRIDGE PRESS PUBLICATION « MEET YOUR MERCHANTS




Here for You Through All Life’s Journeys.

We provide wealthcare built on trust.

At Capstone Planning group, we specialize in retirement income planning to help you prepare for your future,
no matter how far down the road retirement may be. Visit our experienced wealthcare professionals in our
comfortable and modern office as we help you plan how to pursue your financial goals.

o

Christopher Mallon
Senior Vice President,
Program Manager
LPL Registered
Principal

John Jawor
Vice President,
Financial Consultant

James McNamara
Financial Consultant

"

A

i

Kevin C. Outland Dylan Arsenavult Jamey Mekal
Financial Consultant Investment Operations Manager of Client
Associate Relations

Schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Call us or visit our office.

508-764-0046
thecapstone.group

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

200 Charlton Road (Suite B)
Sturbridge, MA

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:
broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates.

Cornerstone Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE are not registered as a broker-dealer or
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using The Capstone Planning Not Insured by FDIC or any other Government Agency
Group or Capstone EDGE and may also be employees of Cornerstone Bank. These products and services are
being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from, and not affiliates of, Cornerstone Not Bank Guaranteed
Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE.

Not Bank Deposits

May Lose Val
or Obligations ay Lose Yalue

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS < A STONEBRIDGE PRESS PUBLICATION «Oct. 24-25, 2024 5



CENTURY 21 GLASS &

NORTH EAST
Here for all your SCREEN

real estate needs!

REPAIR

Foggy, cracked, or broken glass
in your windows or doors?
Repair or replace before the cold weather sets in!

New Screens made to fit
existing windows Estimates

We can save you time and money

We offer Same Day Service on most

Dorrincda O Kool Shea e oy insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

'978-434-1990 Ramco Window Services, Inc.
Dorrinda@c21lovett.com 1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200 « rwsi4108@verizon.net

Tired of the same old, same ol0) Need a relaxing hrobby
when shopping for gifts? < for the long cold duys?

=T

CRAFTWORKS

Founded in 1979, Craftworks is one of the oldest
artisan cooperatives in New England.

We carry high-quality, made in the US jewelry, pottery, quilts, bath
and beauty products, wood and glass decor, directly from the
artisans and priced competitively.

Craftworks also features an extensive selection of fine yarns and
sundries, and offers a variety of classes in knitting, crochet, and
other fiber arts, in a warm and supportive environment.

Stop in or head over to our website for online shopping
and class calendar.

243 WEST MAIN ST., NORTHBORO MENT]OE T
: AD FOR $5 OFF

. (508) 3939435

. HOURS: MON-FRI 12-6 & SAT-SUN 12-4

WWW.CRAFTWORKSCOOP.COM

*One per customer




al'te,S Trusted Brands. Great Prices.
OoOnme Excellent Service.

The Area’s Best Selection of
FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

Plenty of items In-Stock & Ready for Delivery OR Choose Custom Upholstery as well as
Handcrafted Dining Room and Bedroom options from Solid Wood & Made in America!

STEARNS Em{z/ TEMPUR-PEDIC (Serfa)

Check out the
work of an
assortment of
Area Artists.

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA - 508-438-4400 - harteshome.com
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= Alternat:ves Vi

- For Health
3]

%

=P e

Bulk Herbs Essential Oils Herbal Remedies Reiki, Ear Coning
Teas Flower Essences Homeopathics Biomat Classes

426 Main Street Sturbrldge MA 01566 * 508-347-2111 * alternatives-4health.com

With over 25 years as a licensed BrokRer, I'm here to guide you
through buying or selling your home—whether it's a cozy
condo, a waterfront property, or new construction.

My commitment to clients has earned me the trust of many,
leading to a business built on repeat clients and referrals.
In today’s bustling market, you deserve a Realtor who
brings experience, dedication, and a touch of integrity to
maRe your real estate journey smooth and stress-free.

I welcome you to see what my clients have shared

about their experiences with me

Check out my reviews on my website, www.MesRealty.com.

508.612.1382 111
22 RemAX MESResltmeam Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR

Mary@WiliSeltit.com ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
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