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WEST BROOKFIELD 
— Fifth graders at West 
Brookfield

Elementary School 
recently completed an 
annual program cele-

brating local wildlife 
and natural resources.

Organized by the 
Wickaboag Sportsmen’s 
Club, the research

project and essay con-
test has been held at 
WBES for several

years. Fifth graders 
always look forward to 
the project, which

kicked off  with a 
February assembly fea-
turing guest speakers.

The event’s key-
note speaker was 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Environmental

Police Lt. Michael 
Lees. His presentation 
introduced this year’s

research topic for stu-
dents: beavers and their 
habitats, life cycles,

behaviors, and charac-
teristics.

WBES students 
have spent the last 
few months complet-
ing their essays and 
research projects. Last 
month, students’ presen-
tations were judged by 
a panel of  Wickaboag 
Sportsmen’s Club mem-
bers. Top selections in 
multiple categories were 
announced during a 
May 29 program held at 
the school.

“Not everyone will 
take home an award 
today, but you are all 
winners,” said Paul 
Lapenas, a member of  

the club’s education 
committee who coordi-
nates the annual proj-
ect at WBES. “You all 
showed up on time, put 
in the hard work, and 
did your best. We were 
so impressed with the 
projects.”

First-place honors for 
the group project cat-
egory went to a team 
consisting of  students 
Nathan Hampp, Thomas 
Charron, Madison Clark, 
and Kacey Camarda. 

The team won sever-
al prizes for their hard 
work and comprehen-
sive project, including 
gift certificates to Camp 
Marshall. Their project 
is also scheduled to be 
displayed at the library.

Meanwhile, student 
Bella Messier earned the 

Free by request to residents of 
East Brookfield, West Brookfield, North Brookfield, Brookfield, Leicester and Spencer

Send Your newS and picS to newS@StonebridgepreSS.newS Friday, June 6, 2025

©2025, Issue #23

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — The Exchange 

Club of  Spencer recently hon-
ored its fifth annual class of  18 
Under 18 Award recipients.

The award celebrates young 
people in Spencer and East 
Brookfield who are making a 
meaningful difference in their 
communities. 

This year’s award recipients, 

selected from a competitive 
pool of  applicants, were hon-
ored during a May 30 Worcester 
Bravehearts game at Fitton 
Field.

“I’m honored to help recognize 
these individuals who lead with 
kindness, step up when it counts, 
and show us all what it means 
to make a difference—no matter 
your age,” said Jennifer Wysocki 
Moschini, who co-chairs the 

club’s 18 Under 18 Committee.
This year’s 18 Under 18 Award 

recipients include Morgan 
Kates, Sophia Lambert, Isabella 
Dixon, Grace Kates, Lucas 
Mateucci, Martina Ethier, Kinley 
Sauvageau, Clarence Hitchner, 
Olivia Hintlian, Victoria Zheng, 
Shilah Nokeo, Sophia Delvalle, 
Stella Hitchner, Brenna Stanley, 
Nadia Rondeau, Mason Russo, 
Alexis Huard, and Raegan Tatro.

“Applicants submitted either 
an essay or a video describing 
how they have positively impact-
ed their communities, schools, 
churches, clubs, workplac-
es, or neighborhoods,” read a 
statement released by the club. 
“Together, these 18 young leaders 
have completed more than 1,100 
hours of  community service, a 

Spencer 
selectmen 
to decide 
on next 
EMS 

contract
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — Selectmen 

will meet next week to dis-
cuss the future of  emer-
gency medical services in 
town.

Following the rejected 
override requests at last 
month’s election, town 
officials are facing diffi-
cult decisions involving 
emergency services. 

The Spencer Rescue 
Squad, which has served 
Spencer for nearly seven 
decades, will see its con-
tract with the town expire 
on June 30.

Town Administrator 
Jeffrey Bridges said 
selectmen will soon 
decide between a few final 
options. These include 
signing a one-year con-
tract for $325,000 with the 
Rescue Squad, then issu-
ing a formal request for 
proposal (RFP) for other 
ambulance services.

The town also has the 
option of  contracting 
with Cataldo Ambulance 
Service, Inc., for the same 
services currently provid-
ed by the Rescue Squad, 
while costing $100,000 less 
per year, Bridges said. The 
cost of  this contract is 
$225,000 annually.

“The additional $100,000 
for the one-year contract 
with the Rescue Squad is 
one-time funds that would 
not be available in future 
years,” Bridges told the 
New Leader. “The town 
did seek proposals from 
numerous providers, but 
the only one that provided 
a proposal was Cataldo.”

Pat George, the 
President of  the Rescue 
Squad’s Board of  
Directors, presented at a 
Select Board meeting on 
May 21.

“We were organized for 
the sole purpose of  pro-
viding emergency 911 
ambulance service to the 
town. That service is pro-
vided at a cost much less 
than if  delivered by the 
town itself,” George told 
the New Leader in a previ-
ous interview.

On May 27, selectmen 
heard a presentation from 
representatives of  Cataldo 
Ambulance Service, Inc., a 
private company based in 
Somerville. 

Selectmen have 
expressed concerns over 
the logistics involved with 
a potential switch from 
the Rescue Squad to a pri-
vate provider, if  the Board 
were to choose that route.

“For 66 years, the 
Rescue Squad has saved 
Spencer millions of  dol-
lars. They provide excel-
lent service, and we know 
it works really well,” said 
Selectman Ralph Hicks. 
“If  we were to go with 
another option and things 
didn’t work out as well, 
we wouldn’t be able to go 
back to what we had with 
the Rescue Squad.”

Hicks said the com-
pressed timing of  the sit-
uation would add extra 
challenges to a potential 
transition to a new pro-
vider. 

“I thought Cataldo had a 
good presentation, and I’m 
not saying anything nega-
tive about them,” Hicks 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Thanks 

to an initiative from the 
Worcester County District 
Attorney’s Office, several 
local police departments 
recently received supplies 
that will help responders 
support children during 
traumatic events.

In recent weeks, the 
DA’s Office has distrib-
uted crisis bags to law 
enforcement agencies 
across the county, includ-
ing the Leicester Police 
Department.

The crisis bags are 
tailored to three differ-
ent age groups: young 
children (ages five and 
under), elementary-aged 
children (ages six to 10), 

and teens. 
Each bag contains 

carefully selected, devel-
opmentally appropriate 
comfort items intended to 
reduce the psychological 
impacts of  trauma and 
provide reassurance. 

“With these bags, 
we’re looking to remove 
the trauma, the anxiety, 
and the fears and tears 
of  children in crisis,” 
said Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph 
Early, Jr. “We appreci-
ate our law enforcement 
partners, who are on 
the frontline when these 
traumatic events occur. 
We couldn’t do this work 
without them.”

The distribution of  
1,500 crisis bags is part 

of  a national initiative 
designed to assist chil-
dren impacted by sub-
stance use and related 
emergencies.

“Research has shown 
that giving children items 
or activities to engage 
with during an emergen-
cy can lessen the traumat-
ic impact of  the situation 
unfolding around them,” 
read a statement released 
by the DA’s Office. “These 
resources aim to offer 
immediate comfort and 
stability in times of  cri-
sis.”

Law enforcement per-
sonnel and other first 
responders will distrib-
ute the bags in situations 

Kevin Flanders

 West Brookfield Elementary School fifth graders celebrate their first-place group project 
with members of the Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club.

WBES fifth graders complete program 
with Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club

Turn To WBES page     A10
Turn To EMS page     A10

Turn To SUPPLIES page     A10

Leicester police receive supplies 
to help children undergoing trauma

Courtesy

Leicester Police Department Assistant Ann Marie Parkinson 
displays a crisis bag received from the Worcester County 
District Attorney’s Office.

Courtesy

The Exchange Club of Spencer recently honored its 2025 class of 18 Under 18 Award recipients.

Exchange Club honors 
18 Under 18 Award recipients

Turn To 18 UNDER 18 page     A10
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WORCESTER — Almost 1,200 
undergraduate students at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) completed a 
senior capstone thesis that is required of  
all graduating seniors as part of  the uni-
versity’s distinctive project-based edu-
cational experience. Known as Major 
Qualifying Projects (MQP), these are 
professional-level research experienc-
es in the students’ fields of  study that 
challenge students to solve the kind of  
problem they would typically encounter 
in their professional discipline.

“It’s inspiring to see the creativi-
ty and skills that our students bring 
to these hands-on projects, as well as 
the professionalism with which they 
present their research,” says Arne 
Gericke, interim dean of  undergradu-
ate studies and director of  the Office of  
Undergraduate Research. “Their expe-
rience managing a major project like 
this-including identifying a problem 
and researching all of  the implications 
and possible solutions while also man-
aging team dynamics over an extended 
period of  several months-sets them up 
well for success not only in their first 

jobs after graduation but throughout 
their careers.”

WPI’s innovative undergraduate edu-
cation is centered around project-based 
learning, a hands-on approach that 
requires students to apply their scien-
tific and technical knowledge to real-
world, open-ended problems. During 
their time at WPI, all students complete 
two significant research projects that 
produce tangible results and often affect 
the quality of  people’s lives. These proj-
ects change both the student and their 
world.

MQPs are usually team-based and 
often focus on specific issues or needs of  
an organization that has partnered with 
the university to sponsor the students’ 
work. In addition to providing practical 
work experience that proves valuable 
to future employers, MQPs often lead to 
publications in peer-reviewed journals, 
presentations at regional and national 
conferences, patents, and entrepreneur-
ial ventures. Others become useful inno-
vations and products for their corporate 
sponsors.

The following students completed an 
MQP:

J o s e p h 
Berthiaume from 
Spencer, major-
ing in Chemical 
Engineering, class 
of  2025, complet-
ed a project titled 
“MQP: Renovating 
the Fluidized Bed 
Apparatus for 
Modern Uses.”

Nicole Morris 
from Rochdale, 
majoring in 
M e c h a n i c a l 
E n g i n e e r i n g , 
class of  2025, com-
pleted a project 
titled “Tray Carry 
Assistive Device.”

B r e n d a n 
Halloran from 

Spencer, majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology, class of  2025, completed 
a project titled “Characterization of  A. 
annua Extracts.”

Maksymilian Robidoux from 
Rochdale, majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering, class of  2025, completed 
a project titled “Battlebots for NHRL 
Competition.”

Gavin Burkhardt from North 
Brookfield, majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology and Environmental 
and Sustainability Studies, class 
of  2025, completed a project titled 
“Phylogeography and Invasion of  Virile 
Crayfish in N. America.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused 

research university and a recognized 
pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865 
on the principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying the the-
ory learned in the classroom to the 
practice of  solving real-world problems, 
WPI’s continued mission is to trans-
form lives, turn knowledge into action 
to confront global challenges, and rev-
olutionize STEM through distinctive 
and inclusive education, projects, and 
research. WPI’s project-based curricu-
lum engages undergraduates in solv-
ing important scientific, technological, 
and societal problems throughout their 
education and at more than 50 project 
centers around the world. Today WPI 
offers more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s, 
and doctoral degree programs across 
18 academic departments in science, 
engineering, technology, business, the 
social sciences, and the humanities and 
arts. To help address ongoing challeng-
es, improve lives, and help create a more 
sustainable world, WPI faculty and stu-
dents pursue groundbreaking research 
in such areas as the life sciences, smart 
technologies, materials and manufac-
turing, and global initiatives.
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Fenway Frank!

Meet Fenway Frank - our big, 
goofy guy with a heart full of 
affection and plenty of love to 
give.
Fenway was found as a stray, so 
his history with dogs and cats is 
unknown, but we think he’d do 
best in a home without young 
children at this time.We do know 
is that he’s a sweet soul who 
enjoys attention and compan-
ionship on his terms. One thing 
Fenway takes seriously is his mealtime. He’s a true food 
lover, but he prefers to enjoy his meals without inter-
ruptions. Giving him a little space while he eats helps 
him feel safe and content. If you’re looking for a gentle 
companion with a big presence and an even bigger 
heart, Fenway Frank might be the perfect match. Come 
meet him and see if he’s the one for you.

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Real estate

SPENCEr ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$651,000, 175-A Rice Corner 

Rd, Dudle, Jeanine D, and Dudle, 
Steven J, to Blais, Diane L, and 
Blais, Jeffrey R.

$170,000, 81 Town Farm Rd, 
Howard, Steven O, to Pearl, Brian 
D, and Pearl, Bonnie M.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$840,000, 62 Lake Sargent Dr, 

Olivo, John F, and Olivo, Susan 
A, to Jakubiak, Keith, and Labrie, 
Stacy.

$500,000, 60 Lake Sargent Dr, 
Arcm Properties LLC, to Franchi 
Jr, John A, and Franchi, Mireille S.

$500,000, 99 Waite St, Bourassa, 
Brian, and Bourassa, Kim, 
to Peterson, Katelynn M, and 
Croteau, Casey A.

. $380,000, 9 Redfield Rd, Carmody, 
James P, to Kennedy, Jill.

$140,000, 28 Crestwood Rd, Sweet, 
Sarah, and Banach, Kimberly, to 
Banach, Joshua J.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
None

WARREN
$620,000, 2120 Southbridge Rd, 

Blais, Jeffrey R, and Blais, Diane 
L, to Kewer, William D.

$105,000, Town Farm Rd #A, 
Angelo C Memoli T RET, and 
Memoli, Margaret R, to Fountain 
& Sons Const Co.

$105,000, Town Farm Rd #B, 
Angelo C Memoli T RET, and 
Memoli, Margaret R, to Fountain 
& Sons Const Co.

$105,000, Town Farm Rd #C, 
Angelo C Memoli T RET, and 
Memoli, Margaret R, to Fountain 
& Sons Const Co.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$680,000, 59 Snow Rd, Widen, 

Daniel R, and Widen, Christine T, 
to Mccuen, Shane T, and Mccuen, 
Amy.

$633,333, 153 Ragged Hill Rd, 
Property Group Inc, to Figueroa, 
Luis, and Figueroa, Crystal.

$329,900, 4 Foster Hill Rd, 
Seymour 3rd, Herbert F, to Caron, 
Hunter H, and Mallard, Tanya M.

$250,000, 29 Burwell Ter, Obrien, 
Patrick D, and Obrien, Mary E, 
to Stangle, George, and Goodwin, 
Christana.

news@
stonebridgepress.news
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Assumption students named to 
Spring Dean’s List 

WORCESTER — Assumption University has announced 
those who have been named to the University’s Dean’s List 
for the spring 2025 semester. Students named to the Dean’s 
List must achieve a grade point average of  3.5 for a five-
class, 15-credit semester to be included on this prestigious 
list, which is announced at the completion of  the fall and 
spring semesters.

Morgan Smith of  Leicester 
Anne Bisson Ingersoll of  West Brookfield 
Breana Escobar of  Rochdale 
Assumption University, founded in 1904 by the 

Augustinians of  the Assumption, is a premier New England 
university for high-quality education, integrating career 
preparation and education of  the whole person, drawing 
upon the best in the rich and centuries-long tradition of  
Catholic higher education. Assumption’s graduates are 
known for their intellectual seriousness, thoughtful citi-
zenship, and devotion to the common good. The University 
offers 37 majors and 49 minors in the liberal arts, sciences, 
business, nursing, professional studies, and other areas, 
as well as graduate degrees and professional credentials. 
For more information about Assumption University, please 
visit assumption.edu or follow us @AssumptionUMA.

Worcester Polytechnic Institute students 
complete intensive capstone research projects
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SPENCER — The Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District invites local families 
to take advantage of  its Summer Eats Program, 
which provides free, nutritious meals to children 
throughout the summer.

The Monday-Thursday program will run from 
June 30 through Aug. 14. Families can access con-
venient and free breakfast and lunch services at 
multiple community locations.

“All children 18 and under are welcome to par-
ticipate in the free meals program, regardless of  
district enrollment,” read a statement released 
by Ashley Chevrette, the school district’s food 
service director. “Our goal is to ensure every child 
has access to healthy meals during the summer, 
keeping them energized and ready for the upcom-
ing school year.”

Adults who attend the sit-down meal sites with 
children will also have the option to enjoy a free 
meal on site.

This year’s Summer Eats Program will launch 
with a kickoff  celebration on June 24 from 4-6 
p.m. at Wire Village Elementary School. Enjoy 
free meals, raffles, lawn games, inflatables, and 
information about the program.

For additional information about the fami-
ly-friendly kickoff  party, check out the SEBRSD 
Food Services Facebook account.

As part of  the Summer Eats Program, East 

Brookfield Elementary School and East Brookfield 
Library will offer grab-and-go services (Monday 
through Thursday). Meals for Friday will be avail-
able at these sites on Thursday at lunch. 

Breakfast will be provided from 8–9 a.m. Lunch 
services will be offered from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Additionally, Powder Mill Park and Richard 
Sugden Library in Spencer will provide sit-down 
sites for lunch (11–11:45 a.m.).

Meanwhile, the Bixby Road Apartments will 
offer a sit-down site. Breakfast will be offered from 
8:30–9 a.m., while lunch services will take place 
from 11–11:45 a.m.

“Meals will be served in safe environments, 
making it easy for families 
to access healthy food during 
the summer break,” read 
the statement released by 
Chevrette. “Let’s make this 
summer healthy, fun, and full 
of  community spirit.”

For more information about 
the Summer Eats Program or 
the kickoff  party, please con-
tact Chevrette at 508-885-8500 
(ext. 5). You may also send an 
email to: Chevrettea@sebrsd.
org.

WORCESTER — Madison Laflamme, a 
member of  the class of  2026 majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), was a mem-
ber of  a student team that recently com-
pleted a professional-level research-driv-
en project titled “Designing Accessible 
Activities and Outdoor Spaces.” 

Known as the Interactive Qualifying 
Project (IQP), this project is a core part 
of  the innovative undergraduate expe-
rience at WPI. Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this hands-on 
approach offers students opportunities 
to help develop thoughtful solutions to 
open-ended problems. These real-world 
problems affect the quality of  life for 
people in the communities where stu-
dents work, giving students a chance to 
make a difference in the world before 
they graduate. All WPI undergraduates 
are required to complete an IQP, usually 
in their junior year, through which they 
apply science and technology to address 
an important societal need or issue. 
About two-thirds of  WPI students com-
plete their IQP at one of  the university’s 
50+ off-campus project centers located 
in more than 30 countries around the 
world.

“The WPI project-based curriculum’s 
focus on global studies brings students 
out of  the classroom and their com-
fort zones and into the global commu-
nity to apply their knowledge and to 
solve problems,” said Professor Kent 
Rissmiller, professor of  International 
& Global Studies and associate dean 
of  The Global School. “Students are 
immersed in all aspects of  a different 
culture-from the way people live and 
work to the values they hold to the foods 
they eat, all valuable perspectives for 
surviving and thriving in today’s global 
marketplace. They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of  teamwork; make a 
real and meaningful difference in their 
host community; and gain a competitive 
edge for any resume, or graduate or pro-
fessional school application.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused 

research university and a recognized 
pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865 
on the principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying the the-
ory learned in the classroom to the 
practice of  solving real-world problems, 

WPI’s continued mission is to trans-
form lives, turn knowledge into action 
to confront global challenges, and rev-
olutionize STEM through distinctive 
and inclusive education, projects, and 
research. WPI’s project-based curricu-
lum engages undergraduates in solv-
ing important scientific, technological, 
and societal problems throughout their 
education and at more than 50 proj-
ect centers around the world. Today 
WPI offers more than 70 Bachelor’s, 
Master’s, and doctoral degree programs 
across 18 academic departments in sci-
ence, engineering, technology, business, 
the social sciences, and the humanities 
and arts. To help address ongoing chal-
lenges, improve lives, and help create 
a more sustainable world, WPI faculty 
and students pursue groundbreaking 
research in such areas as the life scienc-
es, smart technolo-
gies, materials and 
manufacturing, 
and global initia-
tives.
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

While Supplies Last

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
YARD SALE

Saturday, 
June 7, 2025

8:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Killdeer Island
Webster, MA

Every Thursday Night
Spencer Council No 118 

Knight of Columbus Bingo 
at the Spencer Senior Center
68 Maple St., Spencer, MA

Doors open at 4pm 
Kitchen open at 4pm

Free Coffee
We start selling at 5:15 PM

Shotgun Games start at 6 PM
Regular Bingo start at 6:15 PM

Troll Game played at intermission
 with a $300 prize

We have Two Cover-All and Two Progressives
ALL ARE WELCOME

Puppies for Sale
Beagles -

 pure bred tri color
Parents on site

3 males. 2 females
1st shots provided

$800
 (cash or check only)

Ready to Go
Call Jim at

 508-294-7264

Correction
LEICESTER — Due to erroneous 

information inadvertently provided to 
our reporter, in a recent edition of  the 
New Leader, it was incorrectly stated 
that Leicester Middle School was send-
ing its first group of  students to the 
National History Day national compe-
tition. 

This year’s group is, in fact, the sec-
ond group to attend nationals, following 
the inaugural group of  students who 
attended last year’s national competi-
tion.

The New Leader deeply regrets any 
confusion that may have resulted from 
this unintentional error.

Brookfield resident Madison Laflamme 
completes intensive research project at WPI

Local families invited to 
take part in School District’s 

Summer Eats Program
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

SPENCER — The Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District is 
a community committed to teaching 
and learning with purpose. To this end, 
we wanted to celebrate our Knox Trail 
Middle School scholars who earned the 
honor roll for Q3 of  the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year.  

The honor roll for Knox Trail Middle 
School will be calculated after each 
marking period for Grades 5 - 8. All 
courses in which students earn credit 
and receive a numerical grade will be 
used to determine the honor roll. The 
honor roll is based on the average a 
student achieves each marking period. 
The following averages will be used to 
calculate the honor roll:

High Honors - an average of  90 per-
cent or greater 

Honors - an average of  85 percent or 
greater

Knox Trail Middle School utilizes an 
unweighted average, which is the exact 
numerical average a student receives 
for each class in a marking period, to 
determine the honor roll. 

Please join us in congratulating our 
Knox Trail Middle School scholars who 
made the 2024-2025 Q3 High Honors and 
Honor Roll! 

Grade 5
Honors: Hadiya Azimi, Abigail Leary, 

Alayna Theurer, Amelia Lusignan, 
Anthony Rigiero, Anya Sarita, Augustus 
Black, Ayden Viens, Barbara Vasquez 
Guacaran, Benjamin St. Cyr, Catherine 
Warren, Daniella Estrella-Morales, 
Daxon Cadarette, Grace Olivo, Greyson 
Burtt, Harleigh Bartkus, Isaac St. Louis, 
Lily O’Malley, Lorenzo Carofaniello, 
Luke Bergstrom, Ryder McGill, Silas 
Boivin, Xadrian Papp

High Honors: Annabelle Hanbury, 
Chloe Keenan, Cooper Keenan, Emma 
Nokeo, Hudson Belton, Hunter Viens, 
Hunter Wilder, Julianna Gillespie, Max 
Berthiaume

Grade 6
Honors: Abigail Graves, Adrian Clark, 

Ana Medina, Aria Hoffner, Avianna 
Cardoso, Cailyn Verity, Caleb Kozak, 
Gavin Prater, Jack Bjork, Jackson 
Brown, Julius Corrado, Keegan Day, 
Londyn Agyeman, Luis Mackenzie, 
Maeley Ellis, Mia Rocha, Patrick Bauce, 
Rylee Cusson, Tommy Pantojas, Trente 

Bulak
High Honors: Aidan Doyle, Aiden 

Sigel, Allison Granger, Amazing 
Asensoh, Annabel Gillespie, Brayden 
Laliberte, Caiden Hathaway, Carleigh 
Huard, Emma Reilly, Emmett Edwards, 
Griffin Grenier, Hezekiah Kabbah, 
Isaiah Vega, Isabella Morazzini-Bolden, 
Jaxson Huard, Jonathan Navarro, 
Katherine St. Laurent, Kyle McCabe, 
Logan Pelchat, Mason Gariepy, Shaylie 
Moore, Stella Racicot

Grade 7
Honors: Allyson Wilder, Angeliz 

Guzman, Ayla Touchette, Brayden Day, 
Brayden Rodriguez, Brayden Roldan, 
Brayden Tetreault, Brayden Theurer, 
Colton Zwirko, Emery Leveille, Emma 
Graves, Emma Rose Njenga, Gabriel 
Cardona, Jackson Harney, Jackson 
McGill, Jackson Sampson, Landon 
Hoyt, Lillian Lavallee, Lily Walker, 
Lydia Clark, Madelyn Bjork, Mason 
Lusignan, Mason Marrier, Michael 
Bailey, Omayra Rivera, Shane Bayard, 
Taya Barry, Victoria Mulrain, Zachary 
Albano

High Honors: Brendan Bartone, 
Ella Monette, Jonah Schold, Karissa 
Cormier, Leo Wilson, Mason Garwood, 
Shelby Parsons, Wes Obrzut, Zuzanna 
Gladek

Grade 8
Honors: Aaron Bagrowski, Anthony 

Carofaniello, Anthony Latour, Ava 
Sandberg, Brody Hoffner, Camila 
Garcia-Montoya, Carlie St. Cyr, Cason 
LeBeau, Christopher Gauvin, Dimitri 
McDermott, Divino Colon, Hunter 
Brodeur, Hunter Cusson, Jadaly Rivera 
Rodriguez, Jahzaian Torres-Benitez, 
Joseph Larson, Julieanna Tong, Lena 
Goyette, Madilynn Foresteire, Mason 
Toscano, Matthew Paquette, Olivia 
Roberts, Raegan Tatro, Sheyenne 
McConnell, Sienna Lewis, Zoe Barnett

High Honors: Anna Messier, Aubree 
Donaldson, Aviana Roberts, Connor 
Cormier, Elyse DaSilva, Irelyn Padden, 
Isabella Perchak, Jackson Roode, 
Jonathan Dehner, Kinley Sauvageau, 
Kylie Nelson, Landon Kaiser, Lillian 
Perchak, Lucas Mateucci, Madelyn 
MacDonald, McKinnon Pacheco, 
Mikayla Moorcroft, Sophia Delvalle, 
Sophia Lambert, Stella Hitchner, Tyler 
Josti

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
Chamber of  Central 
Mass South Chamber 
(CMS) would like to 
assure its members, and 
local businesses that we 
have not closed and 
remain fully operational. 
Despite any confusion or 
rumors to the contrary, 
the Chamber is actively 
working to support eco-
nomic growth and pro-
vide valuable resources to 
the businesses and orga-
nizations in our region. 
  
“We want our members 
and the wider communi-
ty to know that we are 
here, we are open, and we 
are committed to helping 
our region thrive,” said 
Erika Burrows, chair of  
CMS Board of  Directors. 
“From networking events 
to advocacy and business 
support services, we are 
continuing to do what we 
do best—strengthening 
the business community.” 
  

The Chamber encourages 
local business owners and 
entrepreneurs to reach 
out with questions or 
needs. Whether it’s navi-
gating resources, connect-
ing with fellow profes-
sionals, or finding ways 
to grow, CMS remains 
a steadfast partner. 
  
We are coming off  of  a 
very successful May Fun 
at Five at Rapscallion, 
and looking forward to 
our next Fun at Five at 
Scoops of  Hope on June 
17. Head to the CMS web-
site to register and check 
out our other upcoming 
events scheduled for 2025. 
 
Please visit https://www.
cmschamber.org/ or con-
tact us at 508-753-2924 
or info@cmschamber.org. 
  
About the Central 
Mass South Chamber 
of  Commerce 
The Chamber of  Central 
Massachusetts South 

(CMS) is committed to 
advancing the econom-
ic well-being of  our 
Chamber service region 
and member business-
es and organizations. 
Founded in 1945, the CMS 
service region includes 
the following munici-
palities: Southbridge, 
Sturbridge, Charlton, 
Brimfield, Holland, Wales, 
Warren, East Brookfield, 
West Brookfield, North 
Brookfield, Brookfield, 
Spencer, and Northern 
Connecticut. Moreover, 
the Chamber staff  and 
Board will work to pro-
vide a robust sched-
ule of  programs and 
events for our members 
that is relevant to their 
needs. Additionally, the 
Chamber will be proac-
tive in advocating for our 
members’ interests, both 
individually and collec-
tively, whenever possible, 
in the spirit of  expand-
ing the region’s economic 
vitality.

Knox Trail Middle School 
announceS honor roll

Chamber of Central Mass 
South remains open, ready 

to serve local businesses

Liam Flynn of 
W. Brookfield graduates 

from Clarkson University
POTSDAM, N.Y. — Liam Daniel Flynn of  West Brookfield, received a bachelor of  

science degree in engineering and management, project management minor from 
Clarkson University on May 10.

Clarkson University is a proven leader in technological education, research, inno-
vation and sustainable economic development. With its main campus in Potsdam, 
N.Y., and additional graduate program and research facilities in the Capital Region 
and Hudson Valley, Clarkson faculty have a direct impact on more than 7,800 stu-
dents annually through nationally recognized undergraduate and graduate STEM 
designated degrees in engineering, business, science and health professions; exec-
utive education, industry-relevant credentials and K-12 STEM programs. Alumni 
earn salaries among the top 2 percent in the nation: one in five already leads in the 
c-suite. To learn more go to www.clarkson.edu.

West Brookfield Flea 
Market seeking vendors
WEST BROOKFIELD — The Annual Flea Market on the West Brookfield 

Common is seeking vendors for their annual flea market, which will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 13 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Vendor sites are $40 for a 20-by-20-foot grassy 
spot. Vendors must provide their own tables and clean up their space at the end 
of  the day. Vendor check-in runs from 6:30 - 8:30 a.m. For an application, please 
email fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com or call 508-867-7078 and leave a voicemail. 

This Flea Market is sponsored by The First Congregational Church of  W. 
Brookfield, UCC, located at 36 N. Main St.

Leicester Garden Club 
hosting Plant Sale

LEICESTER — The Leicester Garden club will hold their annual plant sale on 
Saturday, June 7. The sale will be held at the Leicester Rod and Gun Club located 
at 1015 Whittemore Street located in Leicester. The sale will feature many beautiful 
pots of  annuals, vegetable plants , perennials and many other plants. The hours 
are 9 a.m. to noon. This is your chance to get that one more plant you need for your 
yard.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 6/2/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

MAY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Hamburg 
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Ham and 
Cheese Sub

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

WORCESTER — Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) cel-
ebrated its 2025 Commencement 
with a series of  ceremonies hon-
oring the achievements of  gradu-
ates across all degree levels. For 
the second year, commencement 
exercises were held at the DCU 
Center, where WPI conferred 1,298 
bachelor’s degrees representing 
a diverse range of  disciplines in 
science, engineering, technolo-
gy, business, and the humanities. 
President Grace J. Wang, PhD, and 
Board of  Trustees Chair William 
Fitzgerald presided over the 156th 
Commencement exercises on 
Friday, May 16.

Wang told members of  the Class 
of  2025 they are entering a chang-
ing world filled with competing 
visions for how to solve challenges 
and advance society. But, she said, 
along with knowledge and tech-
nical competence in their chosen 
fields of  study, WPI graduates have 
been equipped with the ability to 
think critically, to be resilient, to 
work in teams, and to do it all with 
a sense of  ethics and global respon-
sibility.

“Outside these walls today is a 
world that needs you,” Wang said. 
“Not just because of  what you 
have learned to do in your chosen 
field, but because of  who you are, 
and also because of  the leadership 
qualities you built at WPI.”

Delivering the undergraduate 
Commencement address, Michelle 
Gass ‘90, president and chief  exec-
utive officer of  Levi Strauss & Co., 
reflected on her journey from stu-
dent to global business leader to 
inspire the Class of  2025. Gass said 
she’s often asked how a chemical 
engineering graduate from WPI 

became CEO of  one of  the most 
iconic apparel companies in the 
world. The answer, she told the 
graduates, lies in a handful of  guid-
ing principles she started refining 
in her years on the WPI campus.

“I’ve realized that to the extent 
I’ve been successful and able to 
engineer the kind of  life I want-
ed for myself  and my family, it’s 
largely because I learned how to 
approach problems and moments 
intentionally and productively, 
while keeping real people in mind 
at all times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller, chair and 
treasurer of  the George F. and 
Sybil H. Fuller Foundation, a sig-
nificant supporter of  WPI, received 
honorary degrees as part of  the 
ceremony.

Student speaker Dhespina 
Zhidro, a biomedical engineering 
and mechanical engineering dou-
ble major, reminded fellow grad-
uates about the community they 
formed for themselves, shaped by 
a collective experience that includ-
ed struggle, doubt, and, ultimately, 
achievement.

“WPI has given us more than 
an education,” Zhidro said. “It has 
given us a blueprint for how to 
live, how to lead, create meaningful 
change, and leave every place we 
enter better than we found it.”

The following graduates earned 
BS degrees:

Brendan Halloran from 
Spencer majored in Biology and 
Biotechnology

Gavin Burkhardt from North 
Brookfield majored in Biology and 
Biotechnology and Environmental 
and Sustainability Studies

Joseph Berthiaume from Spencer 
majored in Chemical Engineering

Maksymilian Robidoux from 
Rochdale majored in Mechanical 
Engineering

Nicole Morris from Rochdale 
majored in Mechanical 
Engineering

About Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused 
research university and a recog-
nized pioneer and global leader in 
project-based learning. Founded in 
1865 on the principle that students 
learn most effectively by applying 
the theory learned in the class-
room to the practice of  solving 
real-world problems, WPI’s contin-
ued mission is to transform lives, 
turn knowledge into action to con-
front global challenges, and revolu-
tionize STEM through distinctive 
and inclusive education, projects, 
and research. WPI’s project-based 
curriculum engages undergradu-
ates in solving important scientif-
ic, technological, and societal prob-
lems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project centers 
around the world. Today WPI offers 
more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s, 
and doctoral degree programs 
across 18 academic departments 
in science, engineering, technol-
ogy, business, the social sciences, 
and the humanities and arts. To 
help address ongoing challenges, 
improve lives, and help create a 
more sustainable world, WPI fac-
ulty and students pursue ground-
breaking research in such areas as 
the life sciences, smart technolo-
gies, materials and manufacturing, 
and global initiatives.

Local residents receive degrees 
at WPI’s 156th Undergraduate 

Commencement

St. Joseph’s hosting 
32nd annual
 Strawberry 

Festival June 14
NORTH BROOKFIELD — St. Joseph’s Parish 

in North Brookfield will be having its 32nd annu-
al Strawberry Festival on Saturday, June 14 from 
5 – 6:30 p.m.  in the Parish Hall.  The menu will offer 
baked ham, homemade baked beans, homemade pota-
to salad, homemade cole slaw, rolls, iced tea, coffee, 
water, and the always delicious strawberry shortcake.  
Tickets can be obtained by calling the parish office 
at (508) 867-6469.  Tickets: adults $15  and children, 
five to 10 years old, $7.  Take out is also available. 
Location: St. Joseph’s Church Hall, 296 No. Main St., 
North Brookfield.  

Christ Memorial 
Episcopal 

Church to hold 
annual chicken 

barbecue
NORTH BROOKFIELD — Christ Memorial Episcopal 

Church will hold its annual chicken barbeque this 
month.

The event is set for Saturday, June 14, from 1-2 p.m. 
The location is 133 Main St.

Offerings will include chicken, baked potato, cole-
slaw, a roll, drinks, and strawberry shortcake. 

Take-out and eat-in options are available. 
Tickets ($20 per person) will be sold at the door. You 

may also call Sandi at 508-867-3272, or Mary at 508-662-
8174, to secure your tickets.
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You should always be able to ask 
as many questions as you’d like when 
working with your financial advisor. 
So, before you have your annual review, 
think carefully about what you’d like 
to ask.

Here are a few suggestions:
Are my goals still realistic? When you 

first began working with your financial 
advisor, you may well have articulated 
several financial goals. For example, 
you might have said that you wanted to 
pay for most of  your children’s college 
education, or that you’d like to retire at 
age 55, or that you hope to travel inter-
nationally every year during retire-
ment. In fact, you could have many 
different goals for which you’re saving 
and investing. When you meet with 
your financial advisor, you’ll certainly 
want to ask whether you’re still on 
track toward meeting these goals. If  you 
are, you can continue with the financial 
strategies you’ve been following; but 
if  you aren’t, you may need to adjust 
them. The same is true if  your goals 
have changed. You and your financial 
advisor will want to build a strategy 
to address any new or different goals 
such as emergency cash needs, having 
adequate insurance protection or estate 
planning.

Am I taking on too much — or too 
little — risk? Put market declines in 
perspective. The financial markets 
always fluctuate, and these movements 
will affect the value of  your investment 
portfolio. Suppose you watch the mar-
kets closely every day and track their 
impact on your investments. You may 
find yourself  fretting over their value 
and wondering whether you’re taking 
on too much investment risk for your 
comfort level. Conversely, if  during an 
extended period of  market gains your 
own portfolio appears to be lagging, you 
might feel that you should be investing 
more aggressively, which entails great-
er risk. In any case, it’s important to 
consult with your financial advisor to 
determine your risk tolerance and use 
it as a guideline for making investment 
choices.

How will changes in my life affect my 
investment strategy? Your life is not 
static. Over the years, you may expe-
rience any number of  major events, 
such as marriage, remarriage, loss of  a 
spouse, birth of  children or grandchil-
dren, changing jobs or illness leading to 
early retirement. When you meet with 
your financial advisor, you will want to 
discuss these types of  changes, because 
they can affect your long-term goals and 
your investment decisions.

How are external forces affecting 
my investment portfolio? Generally 
speaking, you will want to create an 
investment strategy based on your 
goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. 
And, as mentioned, you may need to 
adjust your strategy based on changes 
in your life. But should you also make 
changes based on outside forces, such 
as interest rate movements, political 
events, inflation, new tax legislation or 
news affecting industries in which you 
have invested substantially? Try not to 
make long-term investment decisions 
based on short-term news. Yet, talk with 
your financial advisor to make sure 
your investment portfolio and spending 
strategy are not out of  alignment with 
relevant external factors.

By making these and other inquiries, 
you can help yourself  stay informed 
about your overall investment picture 
and what moves, if  any, you should 
make to keep advancing toward your 
goals. A financial advisor is there to 
provide you with valuable guidance — 
so take full advantage of  it.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

Questions to 
ask your 

financial advisor

Pride Month — 
a celebration of 
freedom, love, 

and basic human 
respect

Pride Month isn’t about parades for 
the sake of  spectacle, or some imagined 
political agenda. It’s about something 
much deeper and far more American: 
the right to live freely, love openly, and 
exist without fear.

At its core, Pride is a celebration of  
freedom of  expression, a reminder that 
all people are created equal, and a pro-
test against the idea that anyone should 
feel ashamed of  who they are or who 
they love.

It’s wild, honestly, that in 2025 we 
still have to say this out loud: LGBTQ+ 
people have every right to exist, to love, 
and to thrive just like anyone else. But 
the hate, the violence, the bullying is 
still happening. Most of  it comes from 
people who seem to be bothered by lives 
that have absolutely nothing to do with 
them.

What makes someone furious about 
two women holding hands? Or two men 
building a life together? Why do some 
people fixate on other people’s relation-
ships as if  they were their business to 
approve or condemn? It’s strange, and 
it’s telling.

A big part of  it comes down to repre-
sentation. For so long, gay couples and 
anyone who isn’t straight were invisible 
in media, ignored in history, and left out 
of  the everyday story society tells about 
itself. And when something seems dif-
ferent or unfamiliar, some folks decide 
it’s wrong. But different doesn’t mean 
wrong. It just means different.

Pride Month is about countering that 
invisibility. It’s about creating a world 
where LGBTQ+ people don’t have to 
wonder if  they’ll be safe in public, or if  
their identity will cost them their job, 
their family, or their lives. It’s about 
telling the kid in the small town, or the 
adult who’s finally coming out later in 
life: you are not alone, and there is noth-
ing wrong with you.

Pride isn’t about sex. That’s a tired 
excuse opponents use when they don’t 
want to confront their own discomfort. 
Pride is about love, the right to love 
without shame, without silence, and 
without asking permission.

LGBTQ+ people are more than who 
they love. They are teachers, veterans, 
parents, artists, first responders, elected 
officials, neighbors, and friends. They 
contribute to society in every way imag-
inable. The idea that some people’s lives 
matter less because of  their identity is 
not just wrong, it’s un-American.

Pride Month is a time to honor cour-
age, community, and the hard-won right 
to live authentically. It’s also a time to 
remind ourselves that no one’s exis-
tence is more important than anyone 
else’s. We’re all just trying to live.

And for those who still feel the need 
to tear others down because of  who 
they love, perhaps it is time to ask what 
that says about yourselves, not ‘them.’ 
Because live and let live isn’t just good 
advice — it’s one of  the bedrock princi-
ples of  a civil society.

Letters to the editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan BeruBe
editor

To the Editor:
If  you were not disgusted enough 

with Musk, his 19 year old cyber 
ninjas, and the devastation that the 
Department of  Government Excuses 
has wrought by its design being to 
ignore value and consider cost cuts to 
be savings, then as a loyal cult member, 
you probably applaud cuts to the IRS, 
Social Security and the VA, who were 
already so understaffed that reaching 
them by phone, was already nearly 
impossible, saving the half  billion dol-
lar Consumer Protection Agency bud-
get, that returned $18 billion last year, 
cutting the National Park Services $3 
billion budget that had $55 billion rev-
enue last year, and the most disgusting 
and foolish, the world’s richest man 
putting a halt to USAID, that provided 
our surplus food and drugs to the most 
destitute people in the world, and now 
causes devastating riots ,genocide and 
the environment that breeds terror-
ists. Even Musk, who drank the Kool 
Aid and thought he was part of  Trump 
ending deficit spending, is in disfavor 
and walking away after seeing his 
butchering of  government will result 
in justification to again put a giant 
addition on the deficit.  When a final 
account audit is done, I doubt the bal-
ance sheet of  his impacts and results 
produce any savings.

Are any of  you actually buying the 
fact that the actions of  the current 
POTUS, can be justified because they 
are done in open defiance of  laws?

His violations of  emolument laws 
prohibiting profiting from foreign 
sources, was ignored, tongue in cheek, 
in his first term.

In a recent “Meet The Press” appear-
ance, he was asked if  he would follow 
the constitution, that he had sworn 
to preserve and protect. (He used no 
Bible this time as they refused to use 
the China Bible he sells). His answer 
to the question was,  “I will have to 
check with my lawyers.”

He really needs to get better lawyers, 
not just those who  justify his illegal 
acts.  He has stated that the courts 
are ruining a presidential power by 
declaring his tariff  levies illegal. The 
courts pointed out that tariffs, are not 
, and never have been a presidential 
power and it says so in the consti-
tution. By obtaining a stay on that 
ruling, he guaranteed to pay interest 
on monies illegally collected, thereby 
actually , both costing us money, but 
creating a climate where nobody who 
is not already doing business here, 
would consider starting to be prudent.

Qatar has now confirmed that the 
$400 million “gift” plane was actually 
solicited by our DOJ, and Hegeseth 
has tried to accept it  before the quid 
pro quo is spelled out.   Trump had 
already ordered two new AF#1 planes 
in his first term, and it is a mystery 
why Boeing has not delivered, espe-
cially with China cancelling 30 planes, 
but the fact remains that this plane is 
13 years old, would need massive cost-
ly upgrades and, like the other planes, 
carries $135 million a year mainte-
nance costs.

The self  serving crypto fiasco, 
speaks for itself.  He is a mob boss and 
a crook.

Ken Kimball
brooKfield

Keep following the money

To the Editor:
The East Brookfield Memorial 

Day Committee would like to extend 
thanks to everyone who made this 
day possible: The Boulette-Skyten 
American Legion Post, the veterans 
who marched in the parade, the fire 
department, police department, the 
Board of  Selectmen, Father Don, 
Pastor Dennis, the David Prouty 
Marching Band,  the Scouts, the 
Jacobs Family and Mark Carpentier 
and Marc Lamoureux for providing 
transportation to parade participants, 
and the teachers and students of  East 
Brookfield Elementary School.  We 
would also like to express thanks and 
gratitude to Dennis and Paul LeBeau 
for the set up and use of  their sound 
system.  

Thank you also to Amanda Lambert 

for singing this morning and Peter 
McNeaney for playing Taps at Podunk 
Cemetery. Special thanks also to 
Joe Fish,  Ed Gablaski, Carina Holt, 
Debby Silliman, Mary Wyne, Jordan 
Gablaski, Isabella Descenza, and 
Susan Lydick for their help and the 
members of  the Senior Center for 
the use of  their space. It takes many 
people working together to make this 
commemoration possible and my 
apologies if  I have forgotten anyone.  
All veterans are invited to march in 
the parade each year and we hope to 
see you next year!

HeatHer GablasKi
James Joyce

amanda lambert
east brooKfield Historical 

commission

Thanks to all who supported East 
Brookfield’s Memorial Day celebration

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:
Week after week, the K and K writ-

ers constantly send their Trump bash-
ing letters in.  Just once, I would love 
to read something positive about their 
“chosen” party!  Honestly, I don’t think 
they can find anything positive in that 
leftist, activist gone crazy party!  This 
is why they choose to pick apart any-
thing that President Trump has done 
these past 130 days or so.   As the old 
saying goes, “Never get in the way of  
the enemy when it’s destroying itself.”  

We are watching the destruction of  
the once moderate, what I would call 
the JFK Democrat party who said at 
his inauguration, “Ask not what your 
country can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your country!”  Beautiful, 
well-spoken words that meant so much 
back in 1961, but no longer apply to 
this current, radical and extreme 
Democrat party!  The Democrats care 
more about the illegals than American 
citizens!  For example: In April 2025, 
Pressley, Markey, and McGovern- 
all legislators from MA  traveled to 
Louisiana to an ICE facility to check 
on the well being of  Mahmoud Khalil, 
the protestor arrested at Columbia 
University with direct ties to Hamas 
and Rumeysa Ozturk , the illegal from 
Somerville who has terrorist ties and 
a expired Visa. These Congress people 
are supposed to be working for US not 

Illegal Alien Terrorists!!!!  
In President Trump’s first 100 days in 

office, he has accomplished more than 
corrupt President “Autopen” did in the 
four years he lived in the White House!   
Trump closed the southern border, ini-
tiated DOGE which has uncovered bil-
lions of  government fraud and waste, 
executive orders to cut taxes, no tax on 
tips, no tax on social security, signed in 
Title IX, signed bill to stop child muti-
lation, working hard to bring peace in 
Middle East with Russia and Ukraine, 
Iran, Israel and Gaza, making huge 
deals to bring big businesses and jobs 
to US like Nippon Steel. Every day 
he is working hard against all the 
rogue judges, to deport the illegal alien 
criminals!  This is why Americans 
voted Trump into office again to Make 
America Safe Again!

By the way — Mr. K stated in his let-
ter that he felt Woke was the new word 
for patriot?  I vehemently disagree 
with you, sir!  Woke describes AOC or 
a Jasmine Crockett, both Democrats, 
and no way are they, or could they ever 
be, considered a patriot!

The only way we are going to Make 
America Great Again is to live by the 
words of  our Pledge of  Allegiance: We 
are one nation under God! 

linda bucKley
leicester 

Democrat Follies

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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We’ve all done 
it. Something goes 
wrong—a bad day 
at work, a fight 
with a friend—
and the words 
come pouring out. 
Complaining can 
feel like a relief. 
But what if  science says 
it’s not helping at all?

Your brain is like a 
hiking trail. Every time 
you walk the same path, 
it gets easier to find—and 
harder to avoid. Venting 
carves that path deeper. 
The more you fixate on 
what went wrong, the 
more your brain learns to 
return to that place.

Your brain can learn 
both positive and nega-
tive habits. And the more 
you replay either one, the 
more your mind is trained 
to stay in that state. So 
when you constantly 
focus on the negative—
by venting, complaining, 
or reliving what went 
wrong—you’re teaching 
your brain to live there. 
To expect it. To look for 
it. Constantly hiking that 
trail, so to speak. 

When you vent without 
seeking a solution, your 
brain starts to believe 
the problem is bigger—
and that you’re smaller. 
Over time, you’re not 
just describing the strug-
gle; you’re training your 

mind to feel pow-
erless in the face 
of  it. Complaining 
becomes less about 
release and more 
about rehearsal. 
Conditioning your-
self  for failure. 

Contrary to pop-
ular belief, expressing 
anger without resolu-
tion doesn’t release emo-
tion—it amplifies it. It’s 
like turning up the vol-
ume without changing 
the song. Each time you 
vent, your brain thinks 
the threat is still happen-
ing, flooding your body 
with stress and keeping 
your nervous system in 
a state of  fight-or-flight. 
The more you relive the 
stress, the more your sys-
tem stays on high alert. 
Not because of  what hap-
pened but because you 
won’t stop replaying it.

It’s hurting your rela-
tionships. It turns con-
versations into dumping 
grounds, leaving listeners 
feeling drained or help-
less—especially when 
they feel unable to make 
a difference. In trying to 
release stress, we end up 
spreading it. When grum-
bling becomes the main 
event, connection takes 
a back seat. Instead of  a 
conversation, it’s a mono-
logue. The listener can’t 
help, and you both walk 

away less happy.
Conventional wisdom 

taught us that voicing our 
struggles helps us “get it 
all out,” but research sug-
gests otherwise. Studies 
show that it doesn’t create 
clarity—it creates confu-
sion. Instead of  moving 
toward resolution, we 
circle around blame, frus-
tration, and helplessness. 
This kind of  repetitive 
negativity dampens our 
brain’s ability to plan, 
prioritize, and think 
creatively. Complaining 
aimlessly doesn’t unlock 
solutions—it shuts them 
down. The mind can’t 
design solutions while it’s 
stuck in survival mode.

Emotions are conta-
gious! When we grumble, 
we’re not just express-
ing—we’re transmitting. 
Cortisol (your body’s 
stress hormone) doesn’t 
just stay in your blood-
stream; it causes others to 
produce stress hormones, 
too! Dysregulating not 
just your nervous sys-
tem but everyone else’s 
as well. What feels like a 
release at the moment can 
leave others feeling anx-
ious, irritable, or exhaust-
ed—and you even more 
out of  sync.

Sadly, every time you 
vent, voice your pain, 

When planting your 
garden this season, why 
not choose a few plants 
that contain natural mos-
quito repellent proper-
ties?  From catnip to lav-
ender, there are several 
easy to grow flowers and 
herbs that have proven 
to repel the pesky insects 
– with some proving to 
be as effective as chemi-
cal commercial offerings! 

Read on for a rundown 
of  the most common 
garden favorites that 
keep the bugs at bay!

**
Mint:  Mint is an 

easy to grow mosqui-
to repellent.  Thanks 

to the oils that the plant 
produce, mint does dou-
ble duty:  Not only does 
mint deter mosquitos, but 
dabbing the leaves it on a 
fresh mosquito bite can 
provide relief !

A popular mosqui-
to spray recipe: Mix in 
a spray bottle, one cup 
freshly picked mint leaves 
with two cups of  distilled 

water.  Add two table-
spoons of  Witch Hazel 
and shake. 

 
FYI:  Mint also deters 

flies and ants! 
**
Marigolds:  Marigolds 

are not only a bright spot 
in the garden and easy 
to grow, but their dis-
tinctive scent also repel 
mosquitos.  The pompom 
flowers contain the natu-
ral chemical pyrethrum, 
which is an ingredient in 
some commercial mos-
quito sprays. (Last week, 
this column highlighted 
the health boosting prop-

erties of  Marigolds.)  
 
FYI:  Plant marigolds 

in the garden as compan-
ion plants to deter com-
mon garden pests such 
as aphids and whiteflies.

**
Catnip:  Catnip’s secret 

weapon against mosqui-
toes is a natural com-
pound, Nepetalactone.  In 
fact, studies show that 
catnip is at least as power-
ful as the chemical DEET 
as deterring mosqui-
tos.  One early study from 
the American Chemical 
Society revealed catnip is 
ten times more effective 
at deterring mosquitos as 
DEET!

 
FYI: Pick leaves and 

rub it between your palms 
to release compounds 
and wipe it on exposed 
skin.  The effects last up 
to an hour at a time. 

**
Bee Balm: Bee Balm is 

noted for its capacity to 
lure bees, but a bonus to 
planting this herb is that 
the plants contain thy-
mol and carvacrol, and 
in addition to its natural-
ly strong scent has the 
power to deter mosquitos.

How to: You can simply 
pick leaves and rub it on 
exposed skin.  Or, concoct 
a simple infused oil by 
soaking leaves into coco-
nut oil.

 
FYI: Native Americans 

discovered Bee 
Balm’s anti-inflammatory 
and antimicrobial prop-
erties could bring down 
fevers, relieve coughs 
and congestion and fight 
infections. 

**

Basil: Basil is not only a 
favorite kitchen herb, but 
the plant also repels mos-
quitos (and flies)!  

According to Metode.
org, basil contains sev-
eral volatile compounds, 
including estragole (also 
known as tarragon), meth-
yl-nonyl-ketone, geraniol, 
citronellal, and limonene.

 
Bentley Seed Company 

published this natural 
mosquito spray:

Pick six ounces of  fresh 
basil leaves, clean them 
thoroughly and place 
them in a container such 
as a pitcher or glass jar.  

Pour four ounces of  
boiling water over the 
leaves and let the mixture 
steep for several hours. 
Remove the leaves and 
squeeze their remaining 
juices into the liquid. Pour 
the liquid into a spray bot-
tle.  Add four ounces of  
vodka (it functions as a 
carrier) to the liquid and 
shake the mixture gently; 
your homemade insect 
repellent is ready to be 
sprayed on skin and cloth-
ing.

Take care to keep this 
“adult” DIY repellent out 
of  the reach of  children 
and don’t get the spray in 
your eyes, nose or mouth.

FYI: As a bonus, basil 
is toxic to mosquito lar-
vae too; plant basil where 
freestanding water col-
lects. 

**
Lavender:  Lavender 

has many virtues, not the 
least of  which is that it 
serves as a natural mos-
quito deterrent.  This is 
due to the natural com-
pounds, such as linalool 
and liminene, which have 

proven repellent proper-
ties.

To use, simply crush 
lavender (flowers and 
leaves) in your hand and 
rub on exposed skin.

 
FYI:  Linalool is what 

gives lavender its calming 
properties.  

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at 
the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in his-
toric Sturbridge.  Because 
I’m in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding 
household or garden mat-
ters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Garden Plants that Deter Mosquitos

Venting!

TOBY
MOORE

PosiTively 
sPeaking

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 6/6 & SATURDAY 6/7

WHOLE BELLY
 CLAMS
AFTER 5:00 PM

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 6/30/25

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

leTTers To The ediTor

To the Editor:

Donald Trump likes to talk about 
how the United States needs to increase 
exports and payments the rest of  the 
world makes to the USA. 

At the same time, he and his people 
go about not only interfering with but 
actively trying to halt the success and 
contributions of  one of  our best-in-the- 
world and most sought after economic 
sectors, education. 

As an example, the education sector 
contribution to the American economy. 
Let’s just look an international student’s 
spending and support to employment. 

In the 2023 – 2024 school year, a well 
regarded analysis showed that students 
from other countries spent $44 billion in 
the United States and supported 378,000 
American jobs. 

Our home state of  Massachusetts 
earned and benefited from almost 10 
percent of  this total, nearly $4 billion of  

spending and over 35,000 jobs. 
Estimates indicate that the dozen or 

so Worcester colleges and universities 
earn and benefit up to S150 million and 
support 1,500 jobs.      

Yet despite good student vetting and 
acceptance procedures, just two years 
later,  theTrump administration, mas-
sively tries to limit and international 
student arrivals. It also brutally goes 
about cancelling student visas, and 
mostly without due cause, arresting and 
imprisoning legally here students and  
denying or discouraging the applica-
tions of  admission of  future  students.

In this and other ways,  the hate filled, 
self  interested Trump administration 
seeks to damage or destroy an import-
ant part of  what makes our  “America 
Great.”   

Kevin Kane
Spencer 
            

To the Editor:

One of  the things liberal Democrats 
have complained about for years, and 
they still do, is republicans taking care 
of  their rich business leaders, corporate 
welfare they call it. “They always take 
care of  the rich,” liberals say, almost 
daily. You never hear of  Democrats 
wanting to get rid of  corporate wel-
fare for their rich democratic donors 
though, or those getting rich off  of  
the government. I believe that’s what 
President Trump is trying to do.

One “corporation” Trump wants to 
cut federal funding to has between $50 
to $60 billion in the bank, with threats to 
cut over $2.2 billion in grants & over $60 
million in contracts. Another “corpora-
tion” has almost $15 billion in the bank 
with threats to cut over $450 million in 
funding. With that much money at their 
disposal, why spend their cash when 
they can spend our cash-tax dollars. 
Liberal democrats should be screaming 
about that, especially socialist Bernie 
Sanders, but they’re not. Those two 
“corporations” are Harvard University 
& Columbia University respectful-
ly, which charges their students over 
$105,000/year & $92,000/year respectful-
ly. These endowment funds are used to 
generate income. With those rates why 
beg the government for any money?

Another corporate welfare target of  
Trump is NPR & PBS, both of  which can 
be listed, in my opinion, as small fake 
news organizations. How many people 
actually listen to NPR on a daily, reg-
ular basis? What is the NPR station in 
Worcester? Is there one? Then there’s 
PBS, the TV station famous for “Sesame 

Street.” With an estimated net worth 
of  between $33 million  to $45 million 
& yearly revenues between $8 million 
to $15 million yearly, they can clearly 
afford to go on regular TV and pay 
to have “Sesame Street” in Iraq them-
selves ($20 million US tax dollars). The 
Boston Globe had a story citing almost 
$6 million in total salaries for the top 16 
executives at PBS’s WGBH. This for a 
“nonprofit” TV station.

NPR & PBS receive their tax dol-
lars from the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting (CPB), which receives 
over $500 million/year. With the vary-
ing forms of  public communications 
now easily available (podcasts, etc.) why 
should the federal government fund 
this? They say they get only 1 percent of  
their budget from the federal govern-
ment. If  so, why complain about a 1 
percent decrease of  your budget when 
elderly citizens & veterans get larger 
“budget cuts” each year with increased 
medical costs?

DOGE recently announced they are 
in the process of  removing 12.8 mil-
lion people over the age of  120 from 
collecting Social Security benefits; not 
bad, considering America’s oldest citi-
zen is 115. So this cut will affect nobody 
“legally” collecting SSA benefits. Add 
these savings to the above-mentioned 
savings and the Trump Administration 
will be able to properly take care of  vet-
erans and the elderly without any cuts 
in services or additional costs to the 
American taxpayer. How can anyone be 
mad about that?

John Shocik
cherry Valley

Trump damages  one of  our country’s, 
state’s and Worcester area’s greatest 
assets and sources  of  employment — 

universities  

End liberals’ corporate welfare also

Turn To POSITIVELY page     A11
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DOUGLAS — Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy proudly 
inducted fifteen stu-
dents and one alum into 
the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) 
during a scenic out-
door ceremony held on 
Sunday, May 11 at Douglas 
Orchard and Farms. 
Surrounded by blooming 
apple blossoms, the event 
marked the Academy’s 
tenth annual induction 
and the sixth consecutive 
year it has been hosted at 
the orchard’s picturesque 
pavilion.

The ceremony honors 
practical nursing stu-
dents who demonstrate 
excellence in academics, 
leadership, service, and 
character. Eligibility for 
NTHS is based on grade 
point average, faculty 
recommendation, and 
involvement in extracur-
ricular activities and vol-
unteer service. The recog-
nized qualities align with 
NTHS’s core values: skill, 
honesty, service, respon-
sibility, scholarship, citi-
zenship, and leadership.

“Making it through 
nursing school and 
earning NTHS induc-
tion is a true feath-
er in our students’ 
caps,” said Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy 
Director. “These students 
balance rigorous course-
work with work and fam-
ily responsibilities—it’s a 
remarkable achievement. 
We are incredibly proud 

of  their resilience and 
dedication.”

Bolandrina has orga-
nized the NTHS induc-
tion ceremony each year 

since its inception and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  the tradition. 

“What started during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

has grown into a mean-
ingful annual event. Our 
students and their fami-
lies look forward to cele-
brating in such a beauti-

ful and welcoming envi-
ronment,” she said.

Aaron Socrat, owner, 
architect, and builder 
of  Douglas Orchard and 
Farms, expressed pride 
in hosting the event. 

“I envisioned this 
pavilion with the orchard 
as the backdrop for 
moments just like this,” 
said Socrat. “It’s an honor 
to support the next gener-

ation of  nurses in such a 
memorable setting.”

The Academy 
expressed its gratitude 
to Douglas Orchard and 
Farms for its continued 
hospitality and support. 

“We are thankful for 
this partnership that 
allows us to celebrate our 
students’ accomplish-
ments in such a special 
way,” said Bolandrina.

Courtesy

Pictured here is the PN Class of 2025 NTHS Inductees are as follows:  Elizabeth Achayo of Worcester (UNICEF Club Officer), Cynthia Agyeman of Worcester, 
Rachel Anane of Worcester (MassHire Grant Recipient, UNICEF Club Officer), Emily Bamberger of Wales, Sandra Celestin of Taunton (DDS Scholar), Maria 
DeAmorim Hentschke of Worcester, Chali Desrosiers of Oxford, Jason Houatchanthara of Fiskdale, Flory Muleka of Worcester, Loise Ngigi of South Grafton 
(MassHire Grant Recipient, P.E.O. Chapter N, UNICEF Club Officer), Grant Peterson of Millbury (MassHire Grant Recipient, MassAbility Grant Recipient), 
Natasha Rovan of Worcester (MassHire Grant Recipient), Gorret Rusoke of Springfield, Delene Sarsfield of Charlton (MassHire Grant Recipient, P.E.O. Chapter 
AA, UNICEF Club Officer), and Bobbiejo Smith of North Brookfield (DDS Scholar). The PN Class of 2024 Honorary NTHS Inductee was John Martin Wanjiru, 
LPN of South Grafton.

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy celebrates 
10th Annual National Technical Honor Society induction 

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

QCC students 
recognized at

 all-state academic 
team ceremony

 
WORCESTER — Two students from Quinsigamond 

Community College were recognized earlier this month 
by the Massachusetts Association of  Community 
Colleges (MACC) for their induction to the 2025 Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) All-State Academic Team. QCC 
students Deanna Kelsaw and Vijay Kesavan joined 31 
students from other community colleges throughout 
the state at the ceremony.

“It is an honor to have two of  our outstanding PTK 
students, Deanna and Vijay recognized as members of  
the state’s All-Academic Team. Their achievements 
are a testament to what can be accomplished through 
hard work, dedication, and determination,” said QCC 
President Luis Pedraja, Ph.D.

PTK International Honor Society recognizes and 
encourages the academic achievement of  two-year 
college students. Students nominated to the national 
All-USA Academic Team are automatically named 
to the All-State Academic Teams. To be eligible for 
nomination, students must have earned a minimum 
cumulative college-level grade point average of  3.25 on 
a 4.0 scale

Kelsaw, who recently received a certificate in medi-
cal assisting, recognized PTK as a support system that 
contributed to her success at QCC, in addition to her 
own strength and perseverance.

“At first, when I thought about a career, I was not 
sure what I wanted to do because I have cochlear 
implants and limitations,” Kelsaw shared, explaining 
that support from PTK staff  and other students helped 
her embrace both her strengths and weaknesses while 
guiding her academic and professional journey in 
healthcare.

“Once you become a Phi Theta Kappa member, you 
are never truly alone,” Kelsaw added.

Kelsaw plans on continuing her studies to become 
a registered nurse, so she can pursue her passion for 
helping others.

Kesavan, who will be transferring to Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in the fall, has been involved in 
many extracurricular and academic pursuits at QCC.

“I was very happy to have been recognized. I had 
never been to the State House before, so getting to go 
there for an event like the recognition ceremony was 
an amazing experience,” Kesavan said. 

QCC’s PTK Alpha Zeta Theta chapter offers students 
opportunities for growth through leadership and ser-
vice programming and has won several regional and 
national awards.

For more information visit www.QCC.edu/PTK.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Look for our 
Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
6/6          Exodus RobERts
6/13        Jonny tayloR
6/20         Evan CoutuRE
6/27         John dEmERs

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

143 Eagle Street Ware $385,000

Super Cute Well Maintained Home That Was Completely Renovated In 2005.This 3 Bedroom 
2 Full Bath Cape On A Nice Manageable Lot Features A Spacious Eat-In Kitchen With Quartz 
Counter Tops And Hardwood Floor, Open Floor Plan, Dining Room With A Gas Fireplace & 
Hardwood Floors. Nice Sun Filled Living Room With Propane Stove And Wall Of Windows. 1St 
Floor Includes Full Bath With Jacuzzi Tub And Master Bedroom With A Huge Walk-In Closet. 
2Nd Floor Has 2 Good Size Bedrooms And Another Full Bath. Highly Energy Efficient Heating 
System With Central Air. Large Deck. 26X16 Heated 1 Car Garage W/16 Ft Ceiling, Additional 
Space For Storage. Town Water And Sewer

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS
389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)

508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

11” Hanging Baskets 

2 for $39
 Select varieties. or $23.99 ea.

6 for $44
                or $7.59 each
Over 24 different types 

of plants to choose from!

Variety’s include; Agastache, Ageratum, Celosia, 
Coleus, Cosmos, Diascia, Euphorbia, Evolvulus, 

Fuchsia, Gazena, Geranium, Heliotrope, Humming-
bird Lunch, Lantana, Lobelia, Lysimachia, Million 

Bells, New Guinea Impatien, Silver Falls, Sunscape 
daisy, Sweetgrass, Sweet Potato Vine & Verbena

Support locally grown (in Spencer) and family owned small business
We grow 1000’s of Hanging baskets & plants and regularly restock our garden center

6” Premium Annuals

Knox Trail band performs 
at Great East Music Festival

SPENCER — The Knox Trail Middle School Band, under the direction of  Mrs. Christine Noble, per-
formed beautifully last week at the Great East Music Festivals at the MassMutual Arena in Springfield.  As 
a result of  their efforts, they are bringing home the “Gold Medal Performance” plaque for the Knox Trail 
Middle School trophy case once again.  

“We could not be any more excited for our music program, which has only grown in popularity and 
quality of  performances over the past six-plus years,” said Superintendent of  Schools Paul Haughey.  

“Today’s gold medal performance speaks to the growth and development of  talent that our young people 
have demonstrated, under the direction of  Mrs. Noble,” added Haughey. “That makes a hat trick, three 
consecutive years of  winning gold...The students performed beautifully, and I speak for many people in 
our regional schools when I say, ‘we could not be prouder’ of  where we are and where we are going with 
our districtwide music program. Congratulations to Mrs. Nobles and the Knox Trail Middle School Band 
on a job well done!”    

Courtesy

Robert and Claire Kresco recently celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary with a small 
gathering of family and friends. A special guest also stopped by to join the celebration, 
as State Rep. Donald Berthiaume provided a State House citation honoring the occasion. 
From all of us at the New Leader, congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Kresco, who were 
married on May 28, 1960.
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Emily is a warm, empathetic, 
and outgoing child who shines in 
the spotlight and enjoys connect-
ing with those around her. Often 
described as a “girly girl,” Emily 
embraces her playful and styl-
ish side. She’s adventurous and 
open-minded, always willing to try 
something new. Emily loves stay-
ing active—whether she’s playing 
soccer, spending time outdoors, 
or imagining stories with her dolls. 
She also enjoys reading, listening 
to music, and is enthusiastic about 
school, where her love for learning 
really shines through. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21185047586 
 

 
 Can I Adopt?

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from 
foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Re-
source Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Emily 
Age 10 

Registration #8787  

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

true testament to their 
dedication and compas-
sion.”

This year’s recipients 
represent both David 
Prouty High School 
and Knox Trail Middle 
School.

“Since its launch in 2021, 

the 18 Under 18 Program 
has become a cornerstone 
of  the Exchange Club of  
Spencer’s mission to pro-
mote youth excellence 
and community service,” 
read the club-issued state-
ment.

Each year, the program 
highlights community 
involvement, work ethic, 
leadership, selflessness, 
and citizenship, among 

several other categories. 
Understanding that 

students are often rec-
ognized for academic 
and athletic success, 
Exchange Club members 
created the 18 Under 18 
Program as a tool to cel-
ebrate youngsters whose 
achievements may have 
gone overlooked. These 
include volunteering at 
a local church or orga-

nization; assisting family 
members and friends in 
need; or serving as a lead-
er in school.

The Exchange Club 
congratulates all stu-
dents who were selected 
for this year’s 18 Under 
18 Program. They join an 
all-time roster of  several 
impressive local young 
people who have impact-
ed their communities in 

myriad ways.
Past 18 Under 18 

Award recipients include 
Spencer’s Ryleigh Modig, 
who inspired the commu-
nity with her journey on 
NBC’s The Voice. More 
recently, several local stu-
dents have been selected 
for their community con-
tributions. Whether it’s 
serving as a lifeguard, a 
camp counselor, a church 

volunteer, or a men-
tor, area kids are stay-
ing active and involved. 
Exchange Club members 
already look forward to 
recognizing next year’s 
young achievers.

For more informa-
tion about the 18 Under 
18 Program and how to 
apply, send an email to: 
exchange18under18@
gmail.com.

18 UNDER 18
continued from page     A1

involving overdoses and substance-re-
lated incidents where children are pres-
ent. By providing these resources at the 
scene, responders can offer immediate 
support to vulnerable children.

For Leicester Police Chief  Kenneth 
Antanavica and his team, it means a 
lot to receive ongoing support from the 
DA’s Office.  

“The LPD received nine crisis bags 
from DA Joe Early’s Office,” Antanavica 
said. “We have placed these bags in all 
front-line police cruisers and supervi-
sors’ cruisers. They will be utilized in 
any situation where a child might be in 
crisis. We will always have something 
on hand to help a child in crisis get 
through a difficult time.”

The number of  crisis bags distributed 
to each community was decided by the 
level of  need, as determined by data 
submitted to the DA’s Office regarding 
past emergency responses. Accordingly, 
Worcester’s Police and Fire Departments 
combined to receive approximately 400 
of  the 1,500 bags, with the remainder 
allocated to other municipalities across 
the county. 

To learn more about other community 
assistance programs run by the DA’s 
Office, visit www.worcesterda.com.

SUPPLIES
continued from page     A1

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
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stonebridgepress.news

added. “The reality is that, 
when you come into a new 
community, you need a lot 
of  time to properly prepare. 
There wouldn’t be enough 
time to do this the right way.”

Selectman Jonathan Viner 
said he supports utilizing a 
formal RFP process to deter-
mine the best option.

“Following a formal RFP 
process establishes a level 
playing field for all par-
ties and provides the best 
opportunity for the town to 
obtain quality, cost-effective 
ambulance service,” Viner 
said. “Obviously that pro-
cess takes time, and during 
the interim I’m in favor of  
extending Spencer Rescue 

Squad’s contract on a short-
term basis.”

The Rescue Squad receives 
approximately 2,200 calls for 
ambulance service annually, 
with more than two-thirds of  
those calls requiring hospital 
transport. 

Additionally, nearly 80 per-
cent of  transports are for 
Medicare/Medicaid recipi-
ents, necessitating a write-
off  of  nearly $2.4 million in 
annual transport billings. 
The government reimburs-
es less than 30 percent of  
the amounts billed for those 
transports.

As part of  the override 
requests, officials were 
seeking to fund contractu-
al expenses for the Rescue 
Squad. Additional funds were 
requested to cover the posi-
tions of  four firefighters in 

the Spencer Fire Department 
(replacing the expiring grant 
funds for these positions).

Both override questions 
were overwhelmingly defeat-
ed at the May 13 Annual 
Town Election, leading to 
uncertainty not only for EMS 
providers but also fire ser-
vices personnel.

“The override vote to pro-
vide the Spencer Rescue 
Squad more funding failed by 
a two to one vote, as did the 
other funding requests that 
would have provided funds 
for keeping four firefighters 
and clearing a structural 
deficit caused by the funding 
requirements imposed on the 
town by the State Department 
of  Education,” Bridges said. 
“It is clear that the taxpayers 
of  the town have no appetite 
for increasing the levy limit, 

and therefore the town must 
make choices that fit within 
its fiscal constraints, regard-
less of  the fact that the town 
does not have control over 
large portions of  those fiscal 
responsibilities.”

Selectmen will next dis-
cuss emergency medical ser-
vices at their June 9 meeting. 
A final decision on the next 
contract could take place at 
the meeting, officials said.

“My biggest concern is 
ensuring that Spencer con-
tinues to have adequate 
emergency medical services 
without any gaps in cover-
age,” said Selectman Jared 
Grigg.

The New Leader was 
unable to reach officials with 
Cataldo Ambulance Service, 
Inc., by our press deadline for 
this week’s edition.

EMS
continued from page     A1

top prize for best expository 
essay, as determined by club 
members.

Several additional honors 
went to top achievers in var-
ious categories. Raffle prizes 
were also available to project 
participants.

School officials thank club 
members for taking the time 
to educate and inspire the 
students each year.

“I was incredibly 
impressed by the thought-
fulness and effort each stu-
dent put into their work. 
It’s always impressive to see 
students engaging with big 
ideas and expressing them-
selves with such confidence,” 
said WBES Principal Melissa 
Provost. “Their dedication 
truly deserves recognition, 
along with their fifth grade 
teachers who helped to 
inspire them.”

During their research for 
the project, students discov-
ered the critical role beavers 
play as a keystone species for 
area wetland ecosystems.

School officials and stu-

dents alike enjoy the presen-
tations each

year. For staff  members, 
it means a lot to welcome 
community

leaders into the building to 
share their knowledge.

“It’s such a nice collabora-
tion between the Sportsmen’s 

Club and
our school. It gives the kids 

a unique opportunity for a 
fun,

educational project,” 
WBES fifth grade teacher 
Nicole Jones told the New 
Leader when the project 
began.

Officials thank all sup-
porters of  the project that 
contributed prizes, including 
Camp Marshall. An array of  
secondary prizes included 
T-shirts, blankets, puzzles, 
games, and stuffed animals, 
among others.

WBES
continued from page     A1

Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club members celebrate the completion of an annual project with WBES fifth 
graders.

 Bella Messier, a WBES fifth grader, earned the top prize for the expository essay category.

Investing in tomorrow: Fueling youth 
growth, leadership and resilience

 
WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a community bank with locations through-

out Central Massachusetts, has donated $25,000 to YMCA of  Central Massachusetts 
for the fifth year straight. The money will support programs that build academic 
skills and help kids develop as future leaders.

“The YMCA is a place where children form lasting positive relationships with 
peers and mentors,” said Cornerstone CEO Todd Tallman. “We’ve seen how power-
ful that can be.”

Thousands of  teenagers attend the YMCA of  Central Massachusetts’ many pro-
grams every year, including summer camp, after-school activities, internships, food 
assistance, education, mental health assistance and programs for cancer survivors. 
Cornerstone Bank’s donation will help ensure that children continue to have access 
to these life-changing programs regardless of  their financial means.

“The Y gives children the tools they need to develop into healthy and socially 
responsible leaders,” said Tallman. “We’re proud to have a small part in uplifting 
that important mission.”  

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of  a long history of  supporting the 

community, and providing a strong foundation to help people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking model enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. Cornerstone provides the highest level of  service 
and expertise for individuals, businesses, and community organizations with 
branch locations throughout Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect 
customers with opportunities through a broad range of  deposit and loan products 
and services. Built on Trust is not just a tagline, but also one of  our guiding corpo-
rate values. Whether a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands on the 
foundation that relationships are built on trust. To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s 
personal and business banking offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 
800-939-9103.                                                                                                  
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On May 12, 2025, the Spencer Board 
of Health voted to enact revised reg-
ulations entitled “Town of Spencer 
Tobacco Regulations”. The regulation 
includes, but is not limited to, new 
policies in the 2019 state law, “An Act 
to Modernize Tobacco Control,” and 
105 CMR 665.000. The regulation will 
go into effect on May 19, 2025. For a 
copy of these regulations, please call 
the Board of Health Office at 508-885-
7500, Ext. 126, or you can review them 
on our website at www.spencerma.gov.
June 6, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1833EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Susan Rose Gervais
Date of Death:   02/08/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for   Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Jessica R Leonard of Spencer MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jessica R Leonard of Spencer MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 

administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/17/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 22, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 6, 2025

The Town of Brookfield invites sealed 
Bids for the Gay Road Improvement 
Project.  The project consists of fur-

nishing all labor, tools, materials and 
equipment necessary for the installa-
tion of approximately 970-LF of 12-inch 
drainage pipe, drainage structures, full-
depth pavement reclamation, 1,450 lin-
ear feet of asphalt berm, approximately 
3,800 tons of hot mix asphalt, drive-
way aprons and all appurtenances. 
MassDOT prequalification of contrac-
tors with class of work as, Highway-
Construction, for the project with an 
estimated value of $1,241,300 will be 
required.
THIS PROJECT IS BEING 
ELECTRONICALLY BID AND HARD 
COPY BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
Please review the instructions in the 
bid documents on how to register as 
an electronic bidder.  The bids are to 
be prepared and submitted at www.
biddocsonline.com.  All bidders must 
complete and submit the electronic 
bidder registration form (Signature 
Authorization Form – hard copy) to 
BidDocs Online, Inc. at least three 
business days prior to the bid opening/
deadline for processing.  Tutorials and 
instructions on how to complete the 
electronic bid documents are available 
online (click on the “Tutorial” tab in the 
bottom footer).
Electronic bids for the Gay Road 
Improvement Project shall be submit-
ted to BidDocs Online, Inc. until Friday 
June 13, 2025 at 11:00 AM EST, at 
which time they will be publicly opened 
online.  Complete instructions for filing 
bids are included in the project manual.
Contract Documents may be viewed 
electronically at www.BidDocsOnline.
com and hard copies requested at 
Nashoba Blue, Inc., 433 Main Street, 
Hudson, MA 01749 (978-568-1167).  

There is a refundable deposit of $50.00 
per set (maximum of 2 sets) payable to 
BidDocs Online, Inc. Deposits must be 
electronically paid or by certified or 
cashier’s check.  Bidders requesting 
contract documents to be mailed to 
them shall include a separate non-re-
fundable check for $40.00 per set for 
UPS Ground (or $65.00 per set for 
UPS overnight), payable to BidDocs 
Online, Inc., to cover mailing costs.  
Plan deposits may be refunded for up 
to two sets for general bidders upon 
return of the sets within ten (10 days 
of receipt of general bids.  Otherwise, 
the deposit shall be the property of the 
Awarding Authority.

All bids for this project are subject to 
the provisions and minimum wage 
rates required by M.G.L. c.30, §39M 
as amended, and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 
to 27H, inclusive.
A bid bond with an acceptable sure-
ty, or a certified or bank check in the 
amount of 5% of the total bid shall 
be submitted with each bid.  The suc-
cessful bidder must furnish a 100% 
Performance Bond, and a 100% Labor 
and Material Payment Bond. 
The Town of Brookfield reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, to waive 
technicalities, and to award the con-
tract as will best serve the sole interest 
of the Town of Brookfield.

Kyle Rutkowski
Kyle Rutkowski, 

Highway Superintendent
Town of Brookfield

May 30, 2025
June 6, 2025

LEGALS

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

North Brookfield – 
Douglas L. Fountain, 
73, of  North 
Brookfield, died on 
Saturday, May 17, 2025, 
in UMass Memorial 
Medical Center – 
University Campus in 
Worcester following a 
brief  illness.

He leaves his siblings, Sandy Bazley 
of  Spencer, Bruce Fountain and his 
wife Sandra of  Norwich, CT, Ronald 
Pocis of  New Hampshire, and Gene 
Fountain of  Brimfield, as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his sister, Debra Lincoln and 
his brother, Norman Knapton.  He was 
born in Ware, son of  the late Louis and 
Veronica (Pocis) Fountain and was a 
life-long resident of  North Brookfield.  

Doug worked as a talented and 
skilled Corian crafter and carpenter 
at Lavalleille Architectural Millwork, 
Inc. in Spencer for the past 31 years.  

Along with his family, in his younger 
years, he was also part of  the Fountain 
Construction Company originally 
founded by his father.  Doug enjoyed 
fishing in many of  the local waters 
throughout the area.  He also liked 
trying his luck with the lottery daily – 
Mass Cash was his favorite game, and 
he would also give scratch tickets and 
Keno a try too.  He was also an avid 
fan of  the Boston Red Sox and the New 
England Patriots.

A Celebration of  Doug’s Life will 
be held on Saturday, July 12, 2025, at 
1:00 p.m. in the American Legion Hall, 
Post 41, in North Brookfield.  A private 
Graveside Service for Doug will be held 
in Walnut Grove Cemetery in North 
Brookfield at a later date.  

Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main 
St., in West Brookfield is assisting his 
family with his arrangements.  An 
online tribute page is available on his 
obituary at varnumfuneralhome.com

Douglas L. Fountain, 73
OBITUARY

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

your wounds, your “stuck-
ness”—you strengthen the 
story that you are those 
things. Instead of  help-
ing your brain process 
the experience and move 
forward, constantly vent-
ing blends your identity 
with the version of  you 
that’s still hurting. Over 
time, that repeated focus 
doesn’t lead to healing—
it leads to entanglement. 
You stop being someone 
who had a challenging 
experience and starts 
becoming someone who is 
the experience. 

Sure, complaining can 
feel good—for a second, 
like a steam valve hiss-
ing open. But long-term 
relief  doesn’t come from 
circling the same com-
plaints. It comes from 
breaking the loop. From 
reflection. From pattern 
interruption. From choos-
ing to move forward, even 
when your feelings are 
still catching up. 

So, the next time you 
feel the urge to vent, 
pause. Breathe. Ask your-
self  what you want—
relief  or repetition. The 
answer might change 
everything. The truth is 
that your brain is always 
listening. 

Every word you speak 
shapes the path ahead. So 
talk like someone who’s 
going somewhere. Use 
words that push you for-
ward, not hold you back. 
You’re not powerless—
you’re learning, growing, 
becoming. You don’t need 
more drama. You need 
direction. You don’t need 
everything figured out—
you need to stop looking 
back and start moving for-
ward.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of  Emmy - 
Nominated A Separate 
Peace, and the CEO of  
Cubestream Inc. 

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A5

Corona Tools – Courtesy

A gardener using an Ergocut dead header in the 
garden.

Keep your flowers blooming longer and 
your garden a bit tidier with deadhead-
ing. Removing faded flowers can promote 
repeat bloom on some plants, encourage 
fuller, more compact growth, and tidy up 
the garden. 

 Use a bypass hand prun-
er, garden snips or other 
dead-heading tool to remove 
faded flowers. Bypass tools 
have two sharp blades like 
scissors, resulting in a clean 
cut that closes quickly, leav-
ing your plant looking its best. 
Corona Tool’s Ergocut dead 
header (coronatools.com) has 
a finger loop that provides better control 
and an ergonomic design for less stress on 
your hands and wrist.  

The type of  flower will influence how 
and where to make the cut.  In general, 
remove the stem of  faded blooms back to 
the first set of  healthy leaves or nearby 
flower buds.

 Remove the flower stem of  salvias, 
speedwells (Veronicas), and snapdragons 
as the blooms begin to fade.  Cut below the 
spike of  flowers just above the first set of  
leaves or the side shoots where the new 
flower buds are forming.

 Encourage additional blossoms and 
improve Shasta daisy’s appearance by 
removing faded flowers. Prune back just 
above a set of  healthy leaves.

 Cut the flowers of  plants 
like Armeria and coral bells back to the 
base of  the flower stems that arise from 
the foliage. This improves the appearance 
and encourages more blooms on some of  
this type of  flowering perennial. 

Plants like daylilies and balloon flowers 
require a bit different care. Remove the 
individual blooms as they fade if  you don’t 
like looking at the faded flowers. Once all 
the individual flowers have bloomed out, 
you can cut the flower stem back at the 
base. 

 Removing fading flowers of  fuch-

sia and lantana will prevent the plants 
from going to seed and encourage more 
blooms. Remove any berries that do form 
to keep these plants flowering throughout 
the growing season.

 Deadheading peonies is strictly for aes-
thetics and won’t extend the bloom time. 
Remove the faded flowers or seedpods as 
they form. Cut just above a healthy set of  
leaves to keep the stems more upright and 
create a tidier appearance in your garden.

 Prevent some flowers, like colum-
bine, Amsonia, and Alliums from 
reseeding and spreading throughout the 
garden by removing the faded flowers. 
Even though it won’t promote additional 
blooms, it will help eliminate unwanted 
seedlings in next year’s garden.

 Remove flowers as they appear on cole-
us, grown for its colorful foliage, to pro-
mote more compact growth.  Late bloom-

ing, flowerless varieties 
and self-branching coleus 
hybrids reduce or eliminate 
time spent on this task. 

 Reduce time spent dead-
heading by including some 
self-cleaning, also called 
free-flowering plants, like 
impatiens, fibrous bego-
nias, Calibrachoa, and moss 

rose.  Lobelia, many of  the newer petu-
nias, and verbenas are also self-cleaning 
but may benefit from a bit of  grooming. 
Prune back heat-stressed lobelia and ver-
bena that get leggy and petunia stems that 
need to be kept in bounds.

 Allow seedheads to develop on cone-
flowers, rudbeckias, and other plants that 
provide winter interest and food for the 
birds. And consider skipping the dead-
heading of  late blooming perennials.  This 
allows them to prepare for winter and 
form seedpods for additional winter inter-
est.

 And while you are out in the gar-
den deadheading, pick a few flowers at 
their peak to enjoy in a summer bouquet 
indoors.

 Melinda Myers has written over 
20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” instant video 
series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and was commissioned by Corona Tools 
for her expertise to write this article. Myers’ 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com. 

The why and how of 
deadheading 

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents



12  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, June 6, 2025

Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, MAY 22
12:50 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 8:53 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 9:00 
a.m.: trespassing (Henshaw Street), 
report taken; 10:49 a.m.: accident 
(Henshaw Street), report taken; 12:05 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Towtaid Street), 
unable to locate; 3:40 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 4:09 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), unfounded; 5:21 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 7:46 p.m.: wires down 
(McCarthy Avenue), services rendered.

FRIDAY, MAY 23
1:15 a.m.: suspicious mv (Pleasant 

Street), resolved; 1:50 a.m.: family prob-
lem (Peter Salem Road), resolved; 8:01 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 8:03 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
8:22 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 8:28 a.m.: summons 
service (Main Street), unable to serve; 
8:38 a.m.: summons service (Willow 
Hill Road), served; 8:48 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 
9:21 a.m.: mv stop (Dale Street), spo-
ken to; 9:30 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Wind in the Pines Way), false alarm; 
9:32 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 9:47 a.m.: erratic operator 
(Stafford Street), unfounded; 10:01 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 10:06 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:17 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:23 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:28 a.m.: mv stop 
(Bottomly Avenue), spoken to; 10:43 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Deer Pond Road), 
gone on arrival; 10:43 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 11:02 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), verbal 
warning; 12:18 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 12:44 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
12:46 p.m.: ambulance (Lincoln Street, 
Spencer), transported; 12:49 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 1:02 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 1:05 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), name and address redacted 
from police log, shoplifting by asporta-
tion/3rd offense, trespassing, criminal 
application issued; 1:07 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Pryor Road), referred; 2:07 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 2:34 p.m.: ambulance (Mill 
Street, Worcester), transported; 3:39 
p.m.: animal complaint (Henshaw 
Street), referred; 4:42 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Henshaw Street), referred; 4:54 
p.m.: ambulance (Ingram Road), trans-
ported; 4:57 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
11:34 p.m.: suspicious person (Pleasant 
Street), unable to locate.

SATURDAY, MAY 24
12:05 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:36 a.m.: suspicious 
person (McCarthy Avenue), gone on 
arrival; 5:08 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), false alarm; 8:33 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 8:34 
a.m.: stolen mv (McCarthy Avenue), 
report taken; 9:14 a.m.: stolen mv 
recovery (McCarthy Avenue), report 
taken; 9:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 9:37 a.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), gone on arrival; 
10:07 a.m.: suspicious person (Main 
Street), gone on arrival; 12:27 p.m.: 
suspicious person (Stafford Street), 
investigated; 12:39 p.m.: welfare check 
(Henshaw Street), assisted; 1:52 p.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), 
message delivered; 2:04 p.m.: suspi-
cious activity (Hammond Street), gone 
on arrival; 3:05 p.m.: investigation 
(McCarthy Avenue), report taken; 4:36 
p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street), 
gone on arrival; 6:04 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 6:52 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 8:34 p.m.: tres-
passing (Main Street), resolved; 9:09 
p.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), message delivered; 9:20 p.m.: 
ambulance (Pond Court), transported; 
9:38 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:12 p.m.: investigation 
(McCarthy Avenue), report taken; 11:42 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unin-

sured mv, unregistered mv, criminal 
application issued.

SUNDAY, MAY 25
12:40 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), spoken to; 8:48 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 9:05 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:22 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 9:38 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 9:39 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 9:59 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:09 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:18 
a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 10:33 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), spoken to; 11:10 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
1:07 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:34 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:46 p.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 
2:10 p.m.: suspicious person (Main 
Street, Oxford), investigated; 2:11 p.m.: 
mv stop (Pine Street), citation issued; 
4:53 p.m.: ambulance (Mayflower 
Road), transported; 5:00 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Main Street); 5:34 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
5:41 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 6:38 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 6:56 p.m.: distur-
bance (Woodland Road), assisted; 8:35 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 
8:49 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 8:55 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
citation issued; 9:13 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transported; 
9:15 p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
citation issued; 9:28 p.m.: malicious 
mischief  (Brook Street), spoken to; 
9:59 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning.

MONDAY, MAY 26
1:12 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-

ten warning; 3:42 a.m.: debris in road 
(Stafford Street), removed; 7:22 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
7:59 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 8:17 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:09 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warn-
ing; 9:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 9:39 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 9:40 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:16 a.m.: keep the peace 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ser-
vices rendered; 10:26 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 10:39 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 10:46 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:12 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:49 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 3:17 p.m.: accident 
(Paxton Street), report taken; 3:17 p.m.: 
disturbance (Soojians Drive), gone on 
arrival; 4:47 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 7:07 p.m.: resi-
dential b&e (Maighan’s Way), report 
taken; 7:31 p.m.: assist citizen (Rawson 
Street), spoken to; 8:20 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported.

TUESDAY, MAY 27
8:40 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 

Street), transported; 10:21 a.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:49 a.m.: residential b&e (Main 
Street), report taken; 11:35 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), no action required; 
11:36 a.m.: commercial alarm (Paxton 
Street), false alarm; 11:46 a.m.: acci-
dent (Rawson Street), report taken; 1:46 
p.m.: ambulance (Birchwood Drive), 
transported; 2:21 p.m.: welfare check 
(Salminen Drive), unfounded; 3:04 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Stafford Street), 
referred; 3:17 p.m.: investigation (Main 
Street), report taken; 4:04 p.m.: mali-
cious mischief  (Grove Street), report 
taken; 5:36 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians 
Drive), transported; 6:20 p.m.: fami-
ly problem (Rawson Street), assist-
ed; 6:23 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 8:47 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 11:28 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Lakeview Drive), resolved.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
7:53 a.m.: assist citizen (Main 

Street); 10:36 a.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), services rendered; 11:32 a.m.: 
ambulance (Jay Hammond Road, 
Charlton), transported; 12:00 p.m.: mv 
stop (Rawson Street), verbal warning; 
12:08 p.m.: mv stop (Rawson Street), 
spoken to; 1:06 p.m.: investigation 

(Main Street), report taken; 1:44 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), call can-
celed; 1:52 p.m.: ambulance (Worcester 
Road, Charlton), transported; 2:16 p.m.: 
ambulance (Pleasant Street), trans-
ported; 2:56 p.m.: disabled mv (Marshall 
Street), unfounded; 5:41 p.m.: suspi-
cious activity (Main Street), spoken to; 
7:35 p.m.: animal complaint (Pleasant 
Street), referred; 7:51 p.m.: debris in 
road (Mayflower Road), removed; 8:43 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
4:34 a.m.: domestic (Church Street), 

c/o feeling unsafe; 4:43 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 5:35 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Water Street), services rendered; 7:03 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 7:25 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Route 49), rep. injured deer; 8:42 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), VIN 
verification; 9:28 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Wilson Street), re: dogs; 11:38 
a.m.: medical/general (Kingsbury 
Road); 11:56 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), re: father/power of  attor-
ney; 12:35 p.m.: fire alarm (Bellevue 
Road), referred; 1:09 p.m.: DPW call 
(Gold Nugget Road), tree on wires; 1:40 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
req. speak to chief; 2:07 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Greenville Road); 2:14 
p.m.: officer wanted (North Spencer 
Road), re: previous incident; 2:15 p.m.: 
medical/general (West Main Street); 
2:29 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street); 3:36 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 3:59 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), re: road rage incident; 4:33 
p.m.: officer wanted (Northwest Road), 
welfare check; 5:15 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Greenville Street), assisted; 5:34 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator/mc; 6:19 p.m.: 6:19 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Lyford Road), req. regular 
property check; 6:37 p.m.: commercial 
alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 9:00 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Southbridge PD bolo; 10:26 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
10:45 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), c/o DoorDash order; (total 
daily mv stops – 7).

THURSDAY, MAY 22
12:20 a.m.: medical/general (Clark 

Terrace); 12:56-2:46 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 5:58 a.m.: 911 call 
(Richland Avenue), response not 
recorded on police log; 6:21 a.m.: intel-
ligence/parole (Meadow Road), info 
rec’d; 7:13 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:25 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (West Main Street); 9:21 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Greenville Street); 10:41 
a.m.: sex offender registration (West 
Main Street), rep. address change; 2:28 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
2:31 a.m.: DPW call (Northwest Road), 
tree limb in road; 4:27 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Pope Street), trailer par-
tially in road; 4:34 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 5:15 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), rep. 
harassment/stalking; 5:30 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Donnelly Road), rep. dog 
left in rain; 7:10 p.m.: medical/general 
(Bixby Road); 8:26 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), re: son’s behavior-
al issues; 8:26 p.m.: DPW call (Donnelly 
Road), tree on wires; 11:43 p.m.: 911 call 
(East Avenue), open line; (total daily 
mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, MAY 23
12:06-2:30 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:09 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(North Spencer Road), investigated; 
5:00 a.m.: disabled mv (Greenville 
Street), assisted; 5:28 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 7:05 a.m.: 911 
call (Wilson Street), open line; 7:19 
a.m.: animal complaint (Paxton Road), 
re: sick cat; 7:40 a.m.: accident (Water 
Street), report taken; 7:52 a.m.: dis-
abled mv (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 8:22 a.m.: illegal dumping (South 
Spencer Road), resolved; 8:36 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Cherry Street); 8:48 a.m.: 
fraud (Howe Village), report taken; 9:10 
a.m.: mv complaint (North Spencer 
Road), erratic operator; 9:29 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Church Street), req. wel-
fare check; 9:50 a.m.: medical/general 

(Woodside Road); 
11:01 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Valley 
Street), dog locked 
in mv; 11:09 a.m.: 
medical/general 
(Meadow Road); 
12:06 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Valley 
Street), resolved; 
12:21 p.m.: medical/
general (Valley 
Street); 12:39 p.m.: 
medical/general 
(Lincoln Street); 
1:32 p.m.: medical/
general (Meadow 
Road); 3:17 p.m.: 
mv lockout (West 
Main Street), 
assisted; 3:52 
p.m.: vandalism 
(Lakeshore Drive), 
report taken; 3:59 
p.m.: fraud (Grove 
Street), report 
taken; 5:38 p.m.: 
hit/run accident 
(Main Street), 
report taken; 6:37 
p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (High Street), 
rep. kids pour-

ing gas on poles; 10:50 p.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Road), Trent Michael Auretto, 
28, 35 Pleasant Street, Spencer, OUI 
liquor, leaving the scene of  a property 
damage accident, negligent operation, 
arrest; (total daily mv stops – 3).

SATURDAY, MAY 24
12:00 a.m.: medical/general (Temple 

Street); 1:39 a.m.: hit/run accident 
(High Street), report taken; 2:46 a.m.: 
medical/general (McCormick Road); 
6:07 a.m.: medical/general (Briarcliff  
Lane); 6:11 a.m.: accident (North 
Spencer Road), mv vs deer; 6:52 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; 6:56 a.m.: disturbance 
(Kingsbury Road), noise complaint; 
7:03 a.m.: fire alarm (Hastings Road), 
referred; 9:31 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Gold Nugget Road), loose dogs; 11:41 
a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Leicester PD bolo/stolen mv; 11:42 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Wilson Avenue), 
rep. aggressive dog; 1:00 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Route 49), speeding/tailgating; 
1:11 p.m.: suspicious mv (Hastings 
Road), investigated; 1:45 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), citizen making 
report; 2:34 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(School Street), investigated; 3:41 p.m.: 
mv complaint (West Main Street), mv 
driving in BDL; 3:58 p.m.: medical/
general (Church Street); 4:29 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Maple Street), errat-
ic operator; 4:37 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Chestnut Street), spoken to; 6:07 p.m.: 
RV complaint (Howe Road), reckless 
operation/dirt bikes; 7:28 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 9:06 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), c/o people 
playing basketball; 9:17 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), Southbridge 
PD bolo; 10:01 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), req. welfare check; 11:10 
p.m.: officer wanted (Ash Street), req. 
welfare check/child; (total daily mv 
stops – 1).

SUNDAY, MAY 25
 12:58 a.m.: medical/general (Main 

Street); 1:19- 2:43 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 6:22 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Chestnut Street), ser-
vices rendered; 9:44 a.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Sturbridge PD 
bolo; 10:04 a.m.: RV complaint (Ash 
Street), c/o dirt bikes on road; 11:07 
a.m.: medical/general (McCormick 
Road); 12:06 p.m.: fire alarm (Maple 
Street), referred; 1:43 p.m.: medical/
general (Valley Street); 1:50 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 4:07 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Charlton Road), errat-
ic operator; 4:17 p.m.: parking com-
plaint (Adams Street), mv in no park-
ing zone; 4:54 p.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 6:31 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Lyford Road), rep. 
dog bite; 6:45 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Road); 8:59 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), rep. melee; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

MONDAY, MAY 26
2:35-3:19 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:24 a.m.: threats (Maple 
Street), report taken; 6:20 a.m.: DPW 
call (North Spencer Road), tx light 
not working; 7:03 a.m.: disturbance 
(Kingsbury Road), noise complaint; 
7:40 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Bixby 
Road), accidental; 8:38 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:47 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Howe Village), referred; 
10:54 a.m.: juvenile matter (Adams 
Street), services rendered; 11:48 a.m.: 
medical/general (Paxton Road); 11:55 
a.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
12:31 a.m.: citizen complaint (Briarcliff  
Lane), c/o cutting trees on holiday; 
12:36 p.m.: animal complaint (Donnelly 
Road), c/o loose goats; 1:45 p.m.: RV 
complaint (South Spencer Road), 
ATVs on rail trail; 2:09 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (North Spencer Road); 2:36 
p.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut Street), 
spoken to; 2:45 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Chestnut Street), illegal burn; 
2:45 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), LTC change of  address; 2:49 
p.m.: medical/general (Meadow Road); 
4:20 p.m.: DPW call (Main Street), rep. 
no water; 5:56 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 6:28 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Wilson Avenue); 9:10 p.m.: distur-
bance (Chestnut Street), poss. alcohol/
mental health issue; 9:46 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Prospect Street), req. welfare 
check; (total daily mv stops – 0).

TUESDAY, MAY 27
1:04-2:01 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:01 a.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 6:56 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 7:02 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
7:52 a.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); 9:29 a.m.: medical/general 
(High Street); 9:46 a.m.: officer want-
ed (North Spencer Road), re: strange 
phone call; 9:53 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 
10:00 a.m.: identity theft (Chickering 
Road), report taken; 11:52 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Kingsbury Road), 
found dog; 12:23 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 1:15 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), neighbor dispute; 
1:35 p.m.: animal complaint (Maple 
Street), rep. neglect of  dog/bird hoard-
ing; 4:12 p.m.: animal complaint (West 
Main Street), re: bird nest; 5:25 p.m.: 
medical/general (Ledge Avenue); 5:44 
a.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), concern re: kittens/cats; 6:06 
p.m.: lost/found (North Spencer Road), 
lost wallet; 7:06 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Roys Drive), illegal burn; 8:08 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Brooks Pond Road), c/o mc 
speeding; 9:56 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 10:33 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (East Charlton Road), investigated; 
(total daily mv stops – 6).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
North Brookfield 
Highway Dept. is

Hiring a Full-time 
Diesel Mechanic
Applications available at 

65 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield
Or call (508)867-0213

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

WORCESTER — Mechanics Hall 
presents the United States Army 
Field Band and Soldiers’ Chorus 
in a free concert Monday, June 16, 
2025. In celebration of  the 250th 
anniversary of  the United States 
Army, the Concert Band and the 
Soldiers’ Chorus will honor past, 
present, and future military ser-
vice with a powerful and patriot-
ic program in the Great Hall of  
Mechanics Hall. 

Based in Washington, D.C., the 
U.S. Army Field Band is known as 
the “Musical ambassadors of  the 
Army.” Made up of  active-duty sol-
diers, the elite musicians connect 
with communities across the coun-
try and around the world through 
live performances and digital out-
reach, inspiring patriotism and 
honoring those who have served 
with every note. The U.S. Army 
Field Band is considered by music 
critics to be one of  the most versa-
tile and inspiring musical organi-
zations in the world. 

The Concert Band is the oldest 
and largest of  the Field Band’s 
four performing components. The 
65-member instrumental ensem-

ble have performed for over 100 
million people since its founding 
in 1946, performing diverse and 
powerful programs that include 
marches, overtures, pop music, 
and patriotic selections. The group 
have performed in a wide vari-
ety of  settings, from world-famous 
concert halls and presidential 
inaugurations to fairgrounds and 
school gymnasiums. Regardless of  
the venue, the pageantry and pro-
fessionalism of  the Band’s perfor-
mance have entertained audiences 
for nearly 80 years, creating emo-
tional experiences and instilling 
pride in American heritage. 

The Band will be accompanied 
by the acclaimed Soldiers’ Chorus, 
a 24-member vocal ensemble with 
a rich performing history. The 
Chorus have performed inter-
nationally and throughout all 50 
states, with top symphony orches-
tras including the Boston Pops, 
and at significant events includ-
ing the Kennedy Center Honors, 
the rededication of  the Statue of  
Liberty, and State funerals of  U.S. 
Presidents. With repertoire rang-
ing from classical and opera to 

Broadway, pop, and Americana, the 
Chorus showcases both ensemble 
excellence and individual artistry. 

The joining of  these two ensem-
bles allows them to offer unparal-
leled versatility of  programming, 
ranging from orchestral master-
works and operatic arias to Sousa 
marches, jazz classics, pop hits, and 
Broadway musicals. 

Registration and tickets are not 
required for this Mechanics Hall 
concert - entry is free and open 
to the public. Cabaret-style seating 
is available on a first-come, first-
served basis starting at 11:30am, 
and the performance will take 
place from 12:00pm to 1:00pm. 
Attendees may bring their own 
lunch, and additional food and bev-
erage options will be available for 
purchase. 

Mechanics Hall is located at 321 
Main St., Worcester. The Great Hall 
is on the 3rd floor, which is acces-
sible by elevator from the Waldo 
Street entrance, or by stairs from 
both the Main Street and Waldo 
Street entrances.

Sheriff’s Office prepares 
to host annual Senior 

Picnic Saturday
REGION — Sheriff  Lew Evangelidis and members 

of  the Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office (WCSO) look 
forward to their annual Senior Picnic this month.

The event is set for Saturday, June 7, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at SAC Park in Shrewsbury.

“Due to the success of  previous years, the picnic will 
once again be held as a drive-thru and feature a BBQ 
boxed lunch, goodie bags, music, giveaways, and raffle 
prizes,” read a statement released by the WCSO.

The free event is open to all seniors who are resi-
dents of  Worcester County. Pre-registration is required 
to attend.

To pre-register for the picnic, send an email to: 
Nydia@WorcesterCountySheriff.org. You may also 
call 508-796-2638.

“The Senior Picnic marks the beginning of  summer 
for many in Worcester County,” Evangelidis said. “I 
am excited to reconnect with friends and familiar faces 
we see throughout the year at local senior centers and 
community events.” 

This year, the picnic is sponsored by the Worcester 
County Reserve Deputy Sheriff ’s Association. 
Additional community supporters include Care One at 
Millbury, The Overlook, Table Talk Pies, Mercadante 
Funeral Home, Worcester Red Sox, Automatic Rolls 
of  New England, JV Mechanical Contractors, Inc., 
Diamond Auto Group, Falcone Enterprises, NEPBA 
Local 550, The Savickas Family, Worcester Housing 
Authority, and House Hangers.

“As Sheriff, it is my mission to support the commu-
nities we serve. Our older generations deserve to be 
celebrated for all they have accomplished and continue 
to contribute to our communities,” Evangelidis said.

US Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus 
brings free concert to Mechanics Hall 

www.StonebridgePress.com
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
mhicks@c21ne.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 25 years experience!

CENTURY 21!  
A NAME AROUND FOR 
OVER HALF A CENTURY

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

OXFORD- 
COMING SOON

*Unbelivable Yard
*Gambrel Style Home

* 1.5 Baths
* Oversized Yard

* Central Air
*Be Quick to see this 

Opportunity

SZYMCZAK SELLS!

*New Construction *2500 Sq. Ft.
 * 3 Baths *Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $650,000

SOLD

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CHARLTON- UNBELIEVABLE- 
YOUR OWN PRIVATE RESORT

* 1864 sq. ft. Ranch • 2.5 Baths * One Level 
Living * 24x24 Indoor Training Space
*Outdoor Kennels specifically built for 

Working Dogs
* 25x30 Play Yard * Inground Pool with 
Tikki bar * Hot Tub with Eletric Cabana

*Main House has Buderus (5 Zone) Boiler
* Oil Furnace 

* Lower Level Media Room 
with Custom Bar

* Expansive Deck with Grill Area

8 New Spencer Road $825,000

Private Showings by Appointment Only
Contact Diane Luong 774-239-2937

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL-
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS 
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,150,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
88 Union Point

Excellent opportunity!  Natural 
Western Facing Shoreline- 
Beautiful Sunsets - Views of 
Middle to North Pond! 7,000 
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage. 
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
ter’s edge!  $660,000

Featured Listing!!

That Cozy “I’m so Happy to be Home” Vibe! Move 
In Ready.Updated Kitchen w/stainless appliances. 
Formal Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 3+ 
BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.Great floo. Classic 
hardwood floors, rounded archways.. wood burning 
fireplace.Quality Owens-Corning finished basement 
system with 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath w/
Shower, kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Mor-
ton Barn Style Garage (24x24) w/open lean-to-roof. 
Property well kept & has loads of character. .39 acre 
+/- cleared lot w/179’ Rd Front!  $435,000

Featured New Listing
WEBSTER

4 PERRYVILLE RD  

100+/- feet of Pristine, 
Sandy Shoreline! Boasting 
6 Large rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. All on a 
Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

Don’t Miss This One! 
Absolutely Beautiful 

Cape with
3 Bedrooms, & 2 
Baths! 1acre +/-

Nicely Landscaped, 
 Large deck!

$399,900

OXFORD - 30 BAILEY RDFeatured  Listing
Snug Harbor Villa! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING! 

ON DEPOSIT

Family in Desirable Dudley!! Featuring Each Unit - 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, large 
eat-in kitchens, bright and sunny living rooms,some hardwood floors & car-
peting, economical & eQicent gas heat, private decks, landlord meter, Bonus 4 
bay garage!! OQ street parking. Appliances included, washer and dryer for each 
unit. Property is being sold with a failed Title 5, price reflects presumed cost for 
new system. Great opportunity for investors/contractors..  $380,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/
Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- 
of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceil-
ings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Through-
out w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2 Baths. 
Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Pri-
vate Full Bath w/5’ Tiled Shower, Double-Sink Van-
ity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central 
AC! Garage.          $649,900.

DUDLEY - 9 NEW BOSTON RD

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

New Featured Listing

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

WEBSTER -
 22 COOPER RD.    

New Construction!  2nd of 4 
Homes to be built! Imagine 
Yourself in a New Craftsman 
Style home. 4 BRS., 2-1/2 
Baths! Walkout slider from 
Basement. 2 Car Garage!

$649,900

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — For the sec-

ond consecutive year, Leicester 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian heads into 
summer vacation with the 

highest possible marks on his 
report card.

Kustigian’s annual perfor-
mance evaluation, prepared 
by the School Committee, once 
again featured the highest 
overall rating of  “Exemplary.” 
The Superintendent exceeded 
all expectations for his goals 
and objectives, committee 
members unanimously agreed. 

The evaluation results were 
announced during the May 20 
School Committee meeting. 
Kustigian received a standing 

ovation from guests in atten-
dance.

“Dr. Kustigian is a very 
skilled and experienced lead-
er. His passion for what he 
believes in shines above all,” 
said School Committee Chair 
Donna McCance. “He truly 
cares about the success of  
our students and the town of  
Leicester, and he has the tal-
ent and ability to bring people 
together.”

Kustigian, who grew 
up in town, has been 

instrumental in the transi-
tion of  Leicester High School 
to the campus of  the former 
Becker College. Under his lead-
ership, several academic build-
ings and athletic facilities were 
transformed into venues tai-
lored to high school offerings.

Additionally, Kustigian and 
his team have significant-
ly expanded Chapter 74 and 
Innovation Career Pathway 
programs that are preparing 
students for career opportuni-
ties while still in school.

In his annual evaluation, 
Kustigian was described as 
having exceeded expectations 
in all categories. These include 
professional practice goals; stu-
dent learning objectives; and 
district improvement practic-
es.

Kustigian was also com-
mended for his achievements 
in family and community 
engagement; management and 
operations; instructional lead-
ership; and professional cul-
ture.

“Dr. Kustigian’s performance 
as the Superintendent of  the 
Leicester Public Schools most 
certainly serves as a model of  
practice regionally or state-
wide,” the evaluation read in 
part. “He is a brilliant leader, 
and his talents, skills, and expe-
riences have helped drive the 
Leicester Public Schools in a 
new, positive direction that will 
not only benefit our students, 
but the town of  Leicester and 
surrounding towns as well.”

State officials, including 
those at the Massachusetts 
Department of  Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE), are also impressed 
with Kustigian’s leadership.

“Because of  his efforts, 
MA DESE is taking notice of  
the Culinary and Electrical 
Chapter 74 applications for the 
2025-2026 school year and has 
asked LPS to host a meeting 
in June,” the evaluation read. 
“The Building and Property 
Maintenance Program is get-
ting stronger each day, with 
students gaining life experienc-
es through landscaping school 
grounds.”

Kustigian also played a crit-
ical role in LPS receiving a 
$966,561 grant to support an 
electrical lab and classroom 
space under the Electrical 
Chapter 74 application, updat-
ing the building with new con-
struction and improved drain-
age.

“The Chapter 74 pro-
grams are doing so well that 
their popularity has brought 
Shrewsbury and Clinton on 
board, which is going to bring 
in over a quarter million dol-
lars a year for the next four 
years, while spending less on 
tuition going out,” the evalua-
tion read.

Kustigian thanks all School 
Committee members, district 
officials, educators, parents, 
and students for their support. 
At the time of  Kustigian’s hir-
ing in 2022, parents and com-
munity members were seeking 
stronger leadership for the 
district following a challeng-
ing stretch under the previous 
administration. Three years 
later, officials are thrilled with 
the direction and momentum 
of  the district. 

“I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to give back to my home-
town that has done so much 
for me. I am also grateful for 
a strong staff  and countless 
passionate people who believe 
in Leicester,” Kustigian 
said. “The best part is that we 
are just getting started, and 
there is much more to come.”

Regret nothing, replace it today

(508) 892-4378
bondtitetank.com

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$159.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

A/C
SALE!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

BIKE SALE!
HYBRID WATER

HEATERS
$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

WE REPAIR BIKES!

BEAT THE TARIFF PRICING!

Courtesy 

Congratulations to the Leicester High School Class of 2025, which held its graduation ceremony last week. 

Leicester Superintendent receives glowing review

Courtesy

Following another spotless eval-
uation, Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett Kustigian is 
looking forward to building more 
momentum for the district next 
year.

www.StonebridgePress.com

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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