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Town officials, project partners, and community members gather for the ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating the grand opening of the new Fun Zone

Playground at Dudley Municipal Complex.

Auburn resident
named president
of Massachusetts
Elks Association

David Charbonneau

AUBURN — At a cer-
emony held on June 13,
David Charbonneau, of
Auburn, was sworn in
as the 115th president of
the Massachusetts Elks
Association.

The ceremony was held
during the association’s
annual convention held at
Margaritaville Resort Cape
Cod, in Hyannis. The
Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks is a national
fraternal organization, with
each state having its own
association. The Order’s
work is based on the prin-
ciples of charity, justice,
brotherly love, and fideli-
ty. Its programs serve youth,
veterans, and communities
at large.

“To be trusted with this
responsibility by an orga-
nization built on service,
compassion,  patriotism,
and community means
a great deal to me,” says
Charbonneau.

Charbonneau was
originally initiated into
Auburn Lodge #2118 of the
Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks in October,
1998. He quickly became
an active member and held
numerous officer positions,

becomlng Exalted Ruler
in 2006, and, in 2012, he
was appointed and served
as District Deputy Grand
Exalted Ruler for the West
Central District. Over
the years, Charbonneau
has served the MA Elks
Association as trustee and
as a member or chair of
several of larger programs,
such as the Hoop Shoot
and MA Scholarship, and
ENF Most Valuable Student
Scholarship committees. In
2023, he was elected as
2nd Vice President of the
Association, securing his
journey to become State
President.

“Serving with

Purpose” is the prevalent
theme for the year.
Charbonneau states

that “Service is not just
about keeping busy. It is
about doing the right work
for the right reasons. It is
about seeing a need, step-
ping up, and making a real
difference.”

In keeping with this, he
aims to increase help for our
veterans through growing
participation in the Welcome
Home Kits for Veterans pro-
gram, which provides vet-
erans rebuilding their lives
with basic items needed to
set up a home. He also
plans to continue the state-
wide Build-a-Bed program,
where Massachusetts Elks
partner with the organization
A Bed for Every Child to
provide beds for sleep-inse-
cure children.

“When we support this
program, we are giving chil-
dren comfort, stability, and
simple dignity of having a
place to sleep. That is exact-

Turn To CHARBONNEAU
page A9

D UDLEY

— Residents, fami- Suzy Qs Ice Cream Truck.
lies, local officials, and Addressing the crowd,
community partners Board of Selectmen
gathered at the Dudley Chairperson Jana

Municipal Complex on
June 17 to celebrate the
official opening of the
Town’s new Fun Zone
Playground, marking
the completion of a
community-driven proj-
ect years in the making.

The event featured
a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony hosted by the
Dudley  Recreation
Commission, followed
by an opportunity for
families to explore
the new playground,
enjoy free offerings
from Sturbridge Coffee

Roasters and treats from

Deschenes reflected on

the collaborative effort

this dream into reality,”
Deschenes said.

required to bring the proj-  process.

ect to life. She also thanked
“An incredible project the Commonwealth of

like this doesn’t happen Massachusetts PARC

overnight. It takes a com- Grant Program and the

munity coming together, Central

and I want to recognize Massachusetts Regional

the people who turned Planning Commission

ble, beginning with the

Dudley Woman’s Club,
whose initial fundraising
efforts helped launch the
project, and the Dudley
Recreation Commission,
which provided ongoing
oversight throughout the

(CMRPC) for their assis-
tance in securing critical
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Oxford

strengthens
FirelEMS

facility
protection
with MIIA

grant

OXFORD — The Town of Oxford
was awarded a $10,000 risk manage-
ment grant from the Massachusetts
Interlocal Insurance Association
(MIIA), the town’s property and
casualty insurance provider, to sup-
port replacement of deteriorated
water lines that had been putting
Fire/EMS apparatus and specialty
equipment at risk of damage.

Oxford said the funding allowed
the town to expedite replacement
of a failed fire suppression sys-

tem water line and sprinkler heads

Deschenes acknowl-  grant funding.
edged the many individ- Additional  recogni- assets.
uals and organizations tion was given to John
whose support  made g, 1, PLAYGROUND
the playground possi-
page A9

above the garage bay at Fire/EMS
Headquarters. The town said the
work helps ensure reliable fire pro-
tection and reduces the risk of water
damage to vehicles and equipment
stored in the facility.

“This grant funding has allowed
us to protect and safeguard the pub-
lic safety assets that help keep our
residents and businesses safe,”
Justin Leduc, Acting Town Manager.

Now in its 24th year, MIIA’s
FY2026 risk management grant pro-
gram awarded a total of $1 mil-
lion to 146 members to support risk
management practices and projects
that help protect employees, build-
ings, infrastructure, and other public

said

“This grant program is about help-
ing members take practical steps

Turn To GRANT page A8

Tree planting celebrates Semiquincentennial

WEBSTER — On
Wednesday, June 10, mem-
bers of the Webster Board of
Selectmen and the Webster
Conservation Agent
joined the Quiet Corner
Garden Club (QCGC) and
Webster Girl Scout Troop
64941 for a tree planting
ceremony at Memorial
Beach. The event is part
of the Semiquincentennial
(America  250) Tree
Planting Project sponsored
by the Connecticut based
garden club.

The white oak (Quercus
alba) planted replaces one
that once stood at the beach,
but was destroyed by light-
ning. Noreen Stehlik from
the QCGC guided the dig-
ging and planting which
was enthusiastically car-
ried out by the Girl Scouts.
White oaks are long lived,
native trees that can reach
heights of 80 to 100 feet
and support more wildlife
than any other tree species
in North America. Their
acorns provide critical win-
ter food for species such as
deer, squirrels, turkey, ad
waterfowl, and they serve
as a host for more than
900 species of caterpillars.
Unfortunately, due to hab-
itat fragmentation, natural
regeneration of white oaks

is declining—making the
generous gift to Webster
more important. These trees
serve as a lasting symbol
of the nation’s strength,
resilience, and growth, hon-
oring 250 years of history

while looking ahead to the
future. The Garden Club
will install a small com-
memorative plaque recog-
nizing its involvement and
that of the Girl Scouts.
Funding for the tree is

provided through a Plant
America grant from the

National garden Clubs
and supplemented by the
QCGC.
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PAW of the WEEK
CHESTER

5YR./59 LB./MALE/RETRIEVER/CATTLE DOG MIX [

About Me: Hi, I'm Chester — equal parts sweet, silly, and snuggly. I'm the kind of guy who will happily toss
atoy around one minute and then roll over for belly rubs the next. | love my people deeply and bond closely
with “my” humans. Once you're in my circle, you're in for life.

I'm happiest when I'm playing, relaxing near you, or soaking up affection. | have a big heart, a playful
streak, and a soft side that just wants to feel safe and loved.

A Few Honest Notes (Because Communication Matters )

I’'m not a cat guy — it’s just not my vibe.

I've been around other dogs at the rescue and have done fine, but | didn’t have much proper socialization
before coming here. When dogs rush up to me, | can feel unsure and a little overwhelmed. Because of
that, I'd feel most confident being your one-and-only pup while | continue building skills and confidence
at my own pace.

Vet visits used to make me nervous too — especially nail trims and being confined for exams. But guess
what? I've made amazing progress. With the help of our awesome trainer, Jackie, | learned to file my own
nails (yes, I'm basically a DIY king), and I've been muzzle trained so | can safely and successfully handle
checkups and vaccinations! With a little medication beforehand and the right support, I'm doing so much
better already. I'm proof that patience and training truly work.

MILFORD
8 AN\ FEDERAL

Est. 1887 Dur Community. Your Bank.

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! ¢g%

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any

branch and bring home a treat from our
3 complimentary doggy biscuit bar.
Member 508.234.8256 ¢ 800.357.2265
IC MilfordFederal.com A

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

CLUES ACROSS
1. Egyptian bull god 33. Shorthand for accepting
5. Romanian monetary unit 38. Promotional materials
8. Santa’s helper 41. Loss of memory
11. Fictional Pink Floyd corporal 43, One who beheads
13. Sea eagle genus 45, Photographers
14. Broad volcanic crater 48. Small, rich sponge cake
15. Minneapolis suburb 49. White clerical vestment
16. Actual commercial worth (abbr.) 50. Partner to “oohed”
17. Exchange rate 55. Abba __, Israeli politician
18. Ethnic peoples in Guinea 56. Zero
20. Men’s fashion accessory 57. Owl monkey genus
21. Craft material 59. Lace bug genus
22, Offerings 60. Mild expression of surprise
25. Early 61. Storage devices
30. Large room 62. Keyboard key
31. Soviet Socialist Republic 63. Make a mistake
32. One who hauls 64. One-time Korean president
CLUES DOWN
1. Bridge building degree 29. Scrape or wear away by friction
2. Expression of sorrow or pity 34. Popular vegetable
3. Large, stocky, lizard 35. Pacific Standard Time
4. Rumanian river 36. Brazilian state capital
5. Missive 37. Paddle
6. Stout-bodied moths 39. Cause to become insane
7. Brings out 40. Drier and flakier
8. Bird of prey 41, Mimic
9. King of Thebes 42, ESPN host Kimes
10. Cleaving tool 44, One who moseys
12. African antelope 45, Secret political clique
14. Three are particularly famous 46. Behind the stern of a ship
19. Satisfy 47. Supernatural force
23. C. European river 48. Sanctuary in Orthodox churches
24, Dictator 51. Swiss river
25. Portion of (abbr.) 52. Grayish white
26. The 17th letter of the Greek 53. Engrave
alphabet 54, UNC’s chief rival
27. Consume food 58. Midway between south and
28. Woman (French) southeast
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Clara Barton School
celebrates memorable week
of achievement and fun

OXFORD — It was a week to remember at Clara Barton School
as students, staff, and families came together to celebrate a year
filled with hard work, achievement, and community spirit.

The excitement began Thursday morning, when students arrived
at school to find Principal Anna Hill emerging from a tent set up on
the roof of the school. The unusual sight was the result of a friendly
challenge Ms. Hill made at the start of the school year. She promised
students that if they reached the top fundraising goal during the PTO
fundraiser, she would spend a night sleeping on the school’s roof.

The students rose to the challenge and exceeded the fundraising
goal, earning both bragging rights and a memorable reward. As chil-
dren entered the building on Thursday morning, cheers and laughter
filled the air as they greeted their principal after her night under the
stars.

The fun continued with a special celebration for Mrs. Gilligan’s
third-grade class, which won the school’s May attendance challenge.
Their prize included popsicles and an exciting water balloon activity.
Students lined up eagerly, taking turns throwing hundreds of water
balloons at targets. Smiles, laughter, and a few splashes made for a
perfect afternoon of celebration.

Meanwhile, Clara Barton’s fourth graders showcased their hard
work during their annual nonfiction project presentations. Family
members and friends toured the gymnasium, where students proudly
shared their research and knowledge on a wide variety of topics.
Visitors were quizzed on subjects ranging from the Titanic and
Major League Baseball to sea turtles and many other fascinating
topics. The event highlighted students’ research skills, creativity, and
confidence as presenters.

The week’s celebrations culminated on June 16 with the fifth-
grade move-on ceremony. Students, families, and staff gathered to
recognize the accomplishments of the Class of 2026 as they pre-
pared for their next chapter at Oxford Middle School. The ceremo-
ny marked an important milestone and provided an opportunity to
reflect on the friendships, memories, and achievements made during
their years at Clara Barton School.

From rooftop camping and water balloon fun to academic show-
cases and moving-up celebrations, the week captured the spirit of
the Clara Barton School community —a place where hard work is
rewarded, learning is celebrated, and memories are made every day.
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WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

«Bottles » Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps o Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More
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REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$300,525, 18 Elbridge Rd, Revive
Commonwealth LLC, to Ml Realty
Group LLC.

$270,000, 18 Elbridge Rd, Grass,
Cheryl H, to Revive Commonwealth
LLC.

$225,000, 8 Fletcher Dr, Bombek,
Vinko, to Laflamme, Susan Joan-Meta,
and Laflamme, Nicholas James.

DUDLEY

$535,000, 9 Susan Dr, Oconnor,
Daniel T, and Oconnor, Karen L, to
Gould, Emily L, and Apeagyei,
Kwabena.

OXFORD

$450,000, 20 Rocky Hill Rd,
Mccullough, Bruce J, and Mccullough,
Sandra L, to Lovett, Lori L.

$425,000, 59 Larned Rd, Bronson,
Derek, and Becerra, Catherine, to
Bernard, Allyson J.

$369,000, 18-4 Thayer Pond Dr
#18-4, Carmody, Alecia, and Williams,
Robert, to Evans, Nancy Marie, and
Evans Jr, Alan.

$245,000, 9 Ashworth Dr, Moylan Jr
Richard

WEBSTER

$$650,000, 23 Lakeside Rd, Miller,
Mary, and Cabana, Jason, to Bruso,
Wendy.

$530,000, 140 School St, John K & A
M Hultgren Ret, and Hultgren, Ashley
M, to Shannon, Taylor J.

$402,000, 11 Crystal St, Mello,
Jordan Lynn, and Dangelo, Michael
Thomas, to Weyhrich, Dylan, and
Weyhrich, Kathleen B.

$395,000, 66 Racicot Ave, Belanger,
Ashley E, and Doeg, Christopher W, to
Belanger, Ashley, and Silverio, Rachel.

$385,000, 6 Riebe Ave, Bedard,
Raymond, and Bedard, Carol, to
Bachand, James, and Bachand, Linda.

$379,900, 16 Pinewood Dr,
Kosakoski, Th

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DupLEY Town HALL (508) 949-8000

Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices),
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00
AM-12:00 PM.

DupLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)

Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week

DupLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ............cooeccceeeeeeeveneenes 6am.to6pm.

Oxrorp TowN HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues., Thurs....................9 am. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ........occ.eeeeeeeesssneenreneereen: 9 am. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday 9 am.to 12:30 pm.

OxroRD PoLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)

For emergencies, call 911
OxXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ...........cccooseccccre 8 am. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TowN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:

Monday 8am.to7p.m.

Tuesday-Thursday ...........cccoccccevveeee 8am.to4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

(943-1212)
For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday ..........cooooecccceceecee. § 2. t0 4 p01.
TV ) gam.to 12 p.m.
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A beautiful tradition continues with
crowmng of Mary during May devotions

Saint Joseph School hosts engaging

Social Studies Fair for students in
PreK—Grade 8

'L\'m ek Walel-eleram

I

pivotal moment in history.

WEBSTER — Recently, Saint
Joseph School proudly hosted its
inaugural Social Studies Fair, wel-
coming families and community
members after school to experience
an afternoon of student learning,
creativity, and discovery. Students
from the PreK 3-year-old program
through Grade 8 participated, trans-
forming classrooms and hallways
into vibrant showcases of historical
knowledge, research, and hands-on
exploration.

The purpose of a Social Studies
Fair is to provide students with an
opportunity to deepen their under-
standing of history, geography, civ-
ics, and culture through independent
and guided research. It encourages
critical thinking, organization, and
presentation skills, while also fos-
tering curiosity about the world and
its people. Events like this allow

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School Grade 8 student Axel Kapitulik proudly stands beside
his Social Studies Fair project focused on the attack on Pearl Harbor, which
occurred on December 7, 1941. As part of the Grade 8 study of major wars
throughout history, Axel researched the events leading up to the surprise
attack and its impact on the United States. His well-organized and informative
display reflected both careful research and a strong understanding of this

students to take ownership of their
learning and build confidence as they
share their knowledge with others.

Across all grade levels, students
created colorful, well-organized
displays that reflected both their
effort and enthusiasm. Each grade
explored age-appropriate topics
aligned with their curriculum: Grade
8 examined major wars, spanning
from the Revolutionary War to the
Gulf War; Grade 7 focused on gov-
ernment, including the Constitution
and the branches of govern-

ment; Grade 6 researched 3-Month

US. presidents; Grade BEST W|NDUW COMPANY o

:tat sStélh(‘i;(eld4 lgldlrvghtll?l Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable 4 0 5 0/ APY*
es; e 4 explored the

history and significance of VW INDOWS & DOORS 1-Year . °

the Olympics; Grade 3 also A KU B AI_ A

researched states, build- l Ij HOME IMPROVEMENT % APY*

il’lg foundational geogra- Y?ur Window & Door Experts 2-Year PY (]

phy skills; Grade 2 created

m  WEBSTER — Devotions honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary as “the Queen of Heaven
# and Earth” occur every weeknight and weekend during May at St. Joseph Basilica. A poi-
| gnant tradition is the crowning of the statue of the Blessed Mother, a task that carries deep
| reverence and beauty.
4 This year, on Monday, May 4, eighth-
grade student Ivonka Warnajtys, president
8 of the Children of Mary, had the privilege of
| placing the blessed floral crown on the Virgin
Mary statue, following its blessing by Pastor
Rev. Richard Polek. This was a moment of
profound beauty, reflecting the mystery it
evokes: The Fifth Glorious Mystery of the
Rosary — The Coronation of Mary. During
the devotion, the First Communion students
also received their rosaries. Although the
evening’s message was intended for the stu-
4 dents, the special devotion dedicated to the
Coronation of Mary should remind us of the
Blessed Mother’s extraordinary role as the
| Mother of Jesus and the Catholic Church.

Courtesy

Eighth-grade student Ivonka Warnaitys,
president of the Children of Mary at Saint

sCapstone

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Joseph School,
reverently places a
blessed tloral crown

upon the statue of
the Blessed Virgin
Mary during May

Devotions at  St. Plannln Group
f:glslz\?v}ilng theBEIZIsIL?r?Q WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcoME
of the crown by Rev. www.thecapstone.group

Richard Polek, the

moving  ceremony Located at Cornerstone Bank

reflected the beauty
and significance of
the Fifth Glorious

200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Mystery of the Rosary
_f The Coronation
M -
stdents,famites, | )} ‘REMODELING
andh dparishioners ‘0 EXPERT
A :
ol WLk - prOFESSIONAL [ I
Queen of Heaven ’.\ Q INSTALLED HARVEY
and Earth. T ‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .
BeU*I*L*D*E*R  Quality Bu:Idmg Since 1985

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING 4 DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

family trees, making meaning-
ful connections to their own his-
tories; Grade 1 learned about the
American Revolution, choosing to
study figures such as Betsy Ross,
Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere,
or Thomas Jefferson, while also
drawing George Washington and
learning about the 13 original colo-
nies; Kindergarten students explored
the United States by creating pass-
ports and learning about states and
presidents; PreK 4 students investi-
gated animals, including their habi-
tats, diets, and predators; and, PreK
3 students researched and shared
information about their favorite ani-
mals

The Social Studies Fair provided
meaningful benefits at every devel-
opmental stage. Younger students
were introduced to foundation-
al concepts through hands-on and
visual learning experiences, spark-
ing early curiosity and excitement.
Elementary students strengthened
their research and organization-
al skills while beginning to make
connections between topics and the
real world. Middle school students

\ GREENDALE

PHYSICAL THERAPY If you're interested

in becoming a

E 3 'F E
patient of our new *E, L
Auburn office scan to |

receive more info. E J

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.
LOWEST PRIGES - FULL SERVICE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...

www.alsoil.com

uf ’

We accept
demonstrated more advanced critical é most major
thinking, analysis, and presentation . credit cards
abilities, preparing them for future
academic challenges.

The event was a true reflection of
NLIRCICLINCI SRR uC i 04-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE - 508-753-7221
to fostering a “Foundation for Life”

through engaging, student-centered
learning. It was inspiring to see stu-
dents of all ages take pride in their
work and share their knowledge
with confidence. The Social Studies
Fair not only celebrated academic
achievement but also highlighted the
importance of inquiry, creativity, and
a deeper understanding of our world.

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

3.95 % *"

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate
needs in order”. No one likes to talk about death, that is
why you should have everything done in advance. Make
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to
those you want. Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St

B Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

100% Financing

Y Available

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/16/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest

CALL NOW FOR

50% OFF

| Courn()yer & Cournoyer, P,C, WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATION rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
Attorney DOn Cournoyer, JI‘_ not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
Cell: 508—868—79443 ( 5 O 8) 7 8 4 l 5 5 o CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
e s e FDI-1867P-A-E-FL EXP 31 MAR 2028 AECSPAD 291
—_ don@cournoyerlaw.net TS R

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
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EDITORIAL

Built by
many hands,
supported by
many hearts

The opening of Dudley’s new Fun
Zone Playground is about far more than
swings, slides, and climbing structures. It
is a reminder of what can happen when a
community identifies a need, commits to
a vision, and works together over time to
make that vision a reality.

In an era when public projects often
become defined by disagreements, delays,
or budget concerns, the story behind the
Fun Zone Playground offers a refreshing
example of cooperation. The playground
did not appear overnight. It required years
of planning, fundraising, grant writing, engi-
neering, coordination, and persistence. Most
importantly, it required people who were
willing to invest their time and energy into
creating something that would benefit future
generations.

The list of contributors is long, and that is
precisely what makes the project notewor-
thy. Community organizations, local busi-
nesses, town officials, state agencies, volun-
teers, and residents all played a role. From
the early fundraising efforts of the Dudley
Woman’s Club to the support of the Dudley
Recreation Commission, from grant assis-
tance provided through the Commonwealth
and regional planning agencies to the efforts
of local contractors and municipal depart-
ments, the project reflects a shared commit-
ment to improving the community.

It is easy to overlook the value of public
recreational spaces. Yet playgrounds serve
an important purpose. They provide children
with opportunities to develop physical skills,
build friendships, and engage in imaginative
play. They offer families a gathering place
and create opportunities for neighbors to
connect. In a world increasingly dominated
by screens and digital distractions, safe and
inviting outdoor spaces are more important
than ever.

The emphasis on accessibility also
deserves recognition. Modern playgrounds
are designed with the understanding that
recreation should be available to all children.
Every child deserves a place where they can
play, explore, and feel included. Investments
in accessible recreational facilities send a
powerful message about the values of a
community.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrated
a finished project, but it also celebrated
the process that made it possible. Behind
every successful community improvement
are countless hours of work that often go
unnoticed. Grant applications are written.
Meetings are held. Budgets are reviewed.
Plans are revised. Volunteers organize fund-
raisers. Public employees coordinate details.
None of it is glamorous, yet all of it matters.

The result is something tangible that fam-
ilies will enjoy for years to come. Long
after the speeches are forgotten and the rib-
bon-cutting photos are filed away, children
will continue to run across the playground,
climb its structures, and create memories
with friends and family. That lasting impact
is the true measure of the project’s success.

Communities are often defined not by
their buildings or budgets, but by the will-
ingness of people to work together for a
common good. Dudley’s new Fun Zone
Playground stands as a visible reminder of
that spirit. It is a place built by many hands,
supported by many hearts, and intended for
the benefit of all.

For that reason, the playground is more
than a recreational facility. It is a symbol of
community pride, cooperation, and invest-
ment in the future. Those are qualities worth
celebrating long after the ribbon has been
cut.

Letter submission
olicy

etters to the Editor must include the au-
thor’s name, address, and a daytime phone
number for purposes of verification in or-
der to be considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in which
they reside will be published. Letters sub-
mitted without all of the required informa-
tion will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to
determine whether a submission satisfies
our requirements and decency standards,
and any submission may be rejected at any
time for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

lewpoint

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

The mystery of the
empty front porch

A few evenings ago, I was tak-

retreating indoors.

ing a walk through a neighborhood LANTERNS Air conditioning certainly
not far from home when I noticed ALONG deserves some of the credit. Once
something I couldn’t stop thinking temperatures climb into the 80s,
about. The porches were beautiful. MAIN a comfortable living room can

Fresh paint. Hanging flower bas- STREET be difficult to resist. Streaming
kets. Rocking chairs. Porch swings. __=-"2~—" _ television, smartphones, laptops,
Flags fluttering in the breeze. By CHARLES and every other form of enter-

Everything looked exactly the way
a New England front porch is sup-
posed to look in June. There was
just one thing missing.

People.

Not a single person sat on any of them.

Years ago, front porches were practically
community centers. On a warm summer
evening, families would gather outside
after supper. Neighbors would stop and
chat while walking by. Children played
in the yard while adults exchanged news,
complaints, weather observations, and the
occasional town rumor. You didn’t need a
formal invitation. You simply happened to
be outside at the same time. Some of my
strongest memories involve those kinds of
evenings. Not because anything important
happened, but because nothing important
happened. Someone waved from across the
street. A neighbor wandered over with a
question about their lawn mower. A passing
dog stopped to make friends. You sat for an
hour and somehow learned everything that
had happened in town during the previous
week.

Today, most of those conversations occur
elsewhere. Some happen online. Some hap-
pen by text message. Some never happen
at all. The porch itself hasn’t disappeared.
The purpose of the porch seems to have
changed. Many of them have become dec-
orative spaces instead of gathering places.

Now, before someone points out that
people are busier than they used to be, I
understand that. Summer schedules are
packed. Youth sports seem to occupy every
available hour. Many people work longer
days than previous generations. But I don’t
think busyness tells the whole story. I sus-
pect we’ve become remarkably good at

tainment are waiting inside.

The front porch, meanwhile,
offers only fresh air and the
possibility of an unexpected conversation.
Maybe that’s exactly why it mattered.
Porches created opportunities for small
connections that weren’t planned or sched-
uled. They allowed neighbors to become
familiar with one another without making
a special effort. You learned who always
walked their dog at sunset. You knew which
neighbor grew the best tomatoes. You rec-
ognized the sound of someone’s laugh
before you ever saw them coming down
the sidewalk.

Communities are built from those small
interactions. Not grand events. Not offi-
cial meetings. Not carefully organized
programs. Just people seeing each other
regularly.

The funny thing is that I don’t believe
we’ve stopped wanting those connections.
Every time a power outage knocks out the
Internet for a few hours, people seem to
emerge from their houses. Suddenly, neigh-
bors are talking again. Children appear in
driveways. The street feels alive. It’s as
though the desire was there all along, wait-
ing for a reason to come outside.

This summer, [ may try an experiment.
Instead of heading indoors after dinner, I
might spend an evening on the front steps
with a cold drink and no agenda. Maybe
nobody will walk by. Maybe the whole
neighborhood will remain tucked away
behind screens and air conditioners. Or
maybe someone will stop and say hello. If
they do, I suspect we’ll find plenty to talk
about.

After all, the porch is still there. Perhaps
all that’s missing is us.

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The need to ease the burden on
Dudley’s taxpayers has not disappeared

To the Editor:

Thank you to everyone who supported
me throughout this campaign.

While the voters have chosen a different
path, I want to be clear about why I ran the
way that I did.

Dudley is facing rising expenses and
unreimbursed state mandates. We need
additional revenue, but that revenue should
not come solely from the taxpayers who
already shoulder the burden. In addition,
the town is facing significant costs related
to PFAS remediation, the duration and
total amounts of which remain uncertain
and are difficult to budget for. I believed
it was the right thing to keep pushing for
a fair PILOT agreement with Nichols
College, to pursue responsible commercial

growth, and to begin discussions with the
state about inadequate aid not because it
was politically convenient, but because
it was the responsible thing to do for the
long-term financial health of this town.

I understand that standing up on these
issues came with a price. I accepted that
price because I believe public service
should sometimes require doing what is
right rather than what is easy.

To my fellow residents of Dudley, I
hope the conversation about generating
revenue without placing the entire burden
on taxpayers continues. That need has not
disappeared.

A different viewpoint

To the Editor:

After several weeks and other writers, |
feel compelled to give my views. As this is
viewpoint, anyone who disagrees with my
views, please look it up; the information is
easy enough to find.

The national average for a gallon of gas
was cheaper during Trump’s first term, and
now again during his second, than it was
during Biden’s term, which included over
$5 a gallon in June 2022.

Year over year, inflation was lower during
Trump’s first term, and again his second,
than it was during Biden’s term, which hit
an all-time high of 9 percent, again June
2022.

The viewpoint that The One Big Beautiful
Bill Act 2025 was crammed down our
throats by the Republicans is just that
— a viewpoint. Just like the American
Rescue Plan Act 2021 and the Inflation
Reduction Act 2022 were crammed down
our throats by the Democrats using the
same exact process of reconciliation. Add
in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act 2021, and there was almost $4 tril-
lion in government spending, which could
become $10 trillion or more as the impacts
of the requirements are felt.

And finally, the Orwellian views.

Thank you.
KERRY J CYGANIEWICZ, SR.
DUDLEY
Orwellian — An adjective used to

describe destructive societal conditions,
totalitarian control, or government over-
reach that erodes personal freedom.

A bill or law that gives people an actual
choice of terms to use would, in my view,
be OK, but the bill in question drafted by
the New York state legislature would make
it law to use gestating and non-gestat-
ing. Once again, the Democrats in control
deciding what can and can’t be said. I guess
they really don’t believe in the freedom of
speech they keep trying to make everyone
believe Trump is getting rid of.

Section 24220 of the 2021 Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, a mandate, signed
into law by Joe Biden, a Democratic presi-
dent. No one can blame Trump. Something
that was supposed to serve a purpose, but
should Democrats be in control, will no
doubt be used to extremes that right now
only seem Orwellian.

The bright side is that while they seem to
have a tough time defining what a woman
is, they show some clue. The question now
becomes should males be able to compete
in sports against those capable of gestating?

JOHN GIAQUINTO
DUDLEY
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Turn your
savings Into
paychecks in

refirement

FINANCIAL
Focus

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

Margaret had saved diligently for
decades. Every paycheck, a portion went
toward her retirement account. Then, the
day finally came and she retired. Suddenly,
the hardest part wasn’t the saving. It was
learning to spend.

If that sounds familiar, you’re not alone.
Many retirees find the shift from building
savings to living off them emotionally
difficult, even when they’ve planned care-
fully. Here are five smart strategies that can
help you feel more confident about what’s
ahead.

Give yourself permission to spend con-
servatively. Your retirement plan likely
assumes a certain annual spending amount,
with increases each year to account for
inflation. All else being equal, the lower
those initial withdrawals, the longer your
money will last. A financial advisor can
help you set up portfolio withdrawals per-
sonalized to your goals and situation. Feel
free to give yourself permission to spend
those amounts, knowing there’s intention
behind them.

For many retirees, the challenge isn’t
math — it’s mindset. After years of being
rewarded for saving, spending can feel
like doing something wrong. It can help to
reframe withdrawals as a paycheck you’ve
already earned. For example, using your
monthly distribution to cover travel, hob-
bies or time with family isn’t indulgent;
it’s the purpose of the plan you built.
Connecting spending to your values can
make it feel more natural and sustainable.

Do be sure to review your spending reg-
ularly and don’t forget to set aside funds for
annual expenses like taxes and insurance.

Keep some cash on hand. A general rule
of thumb for retirees is to keep about 12
months’ worth of withdrawals in a separate
account for spending and another three to
five years’ worth in short-term, fixed-in-
come investments. This cushion can allow
your stock investments time to recover
from a market downturn, reducing the need
to sell investments when markets are down.
That said, holding too much cash carries its
own risk, as your portfolio may not grow
fast enough to keep pace with inflation.
So, while some cash is good, you’ll also
want to remain invested in assets with more
growth potential to help your portfolio last
through retirement.

Review regularly. Retirement can last 25
years or more, and even the best-laid plans
need updating along the way. Review your
financial strategy at least once a year or
after any major life change.

Stay flexible. Even small adjustments to
your spending can have a big impact on
how long your money lasts. Retirees who
hold off on spending increases in years
when their portfolio declines are often able
to stretch their savings further than those
who increase withdrawals each year for
inflation regardless of market performance.

Making the switch from saving to spend-
ing takes both careful planning and a genu-
ine shift in mindset. A financial advisor can
help you build out an effective approach to
switch from saving to spending, and work
with you so you can fully enjoy the retire-
ment you worked so hard to reach.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501
Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.antonopou-
los@edwardjones.com.  Edward Jones,
Member SIPC
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PEARLE L.
CRAWFORD LIBRARY

40 Schofield Ave., Dudley

508-949-8021

To register for events or sign up for the newsletter, go to
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021.

Plant a Seed, Read Summer Reading 2026 is in full swing.
Summer Reading is for all ages, sign up today and earn tick-
ets towards some amazing prizes! Registration is open until
August 10th.

Gentle Yoga

Every Monday

10:00-11:00

Join yoga instructor Patricia for a traditional “on the
mat” yoga class with chair yoga modifications. This truly is
a one-size-fits-all class. Bring your own mat. Wear layers,
do not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours before class. Registration is
required.

Mahjong at the Pearle

Every Wednesday

10:00-12:30 Fels Community Room

The game consists of players competing to form distinct sets
or pairs of tiles, similar to gin rummy.

Everyone is welcome; registration is not required.

Quilting Group

Every Wednesday

1:30- 3:30

All quilters and would-be quilters are invited to join our new
group. Bring your projects!

Knit & Crochet Group

Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 and Friday 10:00-12:00.

All stitchers are welcome to this informal group. Bring your
project and enjoy the company!

Teams will compete against each other, with the ultimate
goal of completing a puzzle faster than their opponents. Teams
can have up to six members. The first team to assemble the
puzzle wins! Registration is required. There is room for seven
teams; only one person from each team should register.

Al for Everyday Life

Thursday, June 25th

6:00-7:15

Join us for a 60-minute beginner’s session designed to
demystify Artificial Intelligence. We will explore two essential
pillars: Utility - how to use simple, free Al tools to make daily
life easier, and Defense - how to spot and protect yourself from
the new wave of Al-enhanced scams.

Crawford Library Book Group

Thursday, June 25th

Prague Winter by Madeleine Albright

6:00-7:30

Books are available at the circulation desk for checkout one
month before the discussion.

Children’s & Family Programming

Once Upon a Storytime with Kelcy

Every Monday

10:00-10:45

For ages 3-5 and their caregiver (siblings always welcome!).
Join us for stories, songs, fingerplays, scarves, shaker eggs,
moving our bodies to music, activities, bubbles, a craft, and
free play!

Peaceful Projects with Rileigh

Every Wednesday starting June 17th

2:00-3:00

Join Rileigh for a drop-in craft. There will be something a
little different every week! Painting, slime-making, doodling,
watercolor, and more! Best for ages 5-12.

Registration requested! Best for ages 5-12. This is not a drop
off event.

“The Library Boogie” with Tom Knight

Thursday, June 25th

1:00-1:45

Come join the fun while entertainer Tom Knight performs
his exciting combination of music, puppets, and stories in
“The Library Boogie”! This show is fun for the whole family,
with lots of laughter and audience participation. No registra-
tion needed, but when the room reaches capacity, the program
will be considered full - so come early!

Family Yoga

Friday, June 26th

11:00-11:45

Stretch and grow this summer! Join certified Yoga instruc-
tor, Buffy, for a 45-minute yoga class for families! Caregivers
and their children between the ages of 3+ are welcome to
register. Please bring your own mats. Registration is required
as space is limited.

Seed Art & Mosaics with Hands on Nature

Tuesday, June 30th

11:00-11:45

Join Hands on Nature for a simple lesson on the life cycle of
a plant and the importance of seeds. After, use your creativity
to make a mosaic with beautiful seeds! This program is for
ages 4 and up. No registration needed, but when the room
reaches capacity, the program will be considered full - so
come early!

Teen Programming

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Every Thursday

6:00-7:30

Ages 14-19

Needle Felted Carnivorous Plant for Teens

Tuesday, June 23rd

1:30-3:00

Join Pop Up Art to make this quirky and cute needle-felt-
ed carnivorous plant, complete with fangs and a bright red
tongue, all rooted in a real terra-cotta pot! This teen program
is for ages 12-17 only. Registration is required, as spots are
limited.

GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday-
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m;
Friday 9 am.-1 p.m.

The Library will be
closed on Saturdays from
July 4th — Labor Day

The Library will be closed
on Friday, July 3rd

JOIN
LIST!

OUR MAILING

Want to receive
updates about our upcoming
events? Sign up for email
alerts by visiting our web-
site or contacting our Adult
Services Librarian Jessica
Fontaine at jfontaine@
cwmars.org

Special Events

Family Capoeira
Workshop ~ Series -
Thursdays, June 25th-Au-
gust 20th at 3:00pm

Capoeira is an
Afro-Brazilian martial art
form originally developed
in Brazil by enslaved peo-
ples as a form of resistance.
It incorporates elements
of acrobatics, dance, and
music. In this class, parents
and kids will learn togeth-
er — beginning with basic
capoeira movements, songs
and rhythms.

No experience needed,
and all athletic levels are
welcome! Come ready to
move and wear something
comfortable. The class
is led by instructors from
Mass Capoeira Culture
Center, located right here in
Webster. See you there!

Taxation, Tyranny, and
Treason Virtual Talk with
Christopher Daley — Friday,
June 26th at 10:00am

This dynamic
lecture traces the turbulent
decade that transformed
colonial protest into outright
rebellion. Britain’s victory
in the French and Indian
War reshaped its empire—
and saddled Parliament with
staggering debt. In response,
long-ignored colonies sud-
denly found themselves
targeted by new taxes and
strict trade controls. Rich
with visuals and gripping
storytelling, this presenta-
tion reveals how outrage
became ideology —and pro-
test became independence.

SUMMER READING
KICK OFF - Saturday, June
27th 10:30am-1:30pm

Join us at 10:30am
for an animal extravagan-
za with Rainforest Reptile
Shows, followed by the
Summer Eats Kickoff!

Slime Time! — Monday,
June 29th at 5:00pm
Let’s cele-
brate summer with three
slime-tastic events! Once a
month we will be offering
different slime projects for
everyone in the community
to enjoy. Drop in anytime
between 5:00 PM until 6:00
PM to get creative.

Women in the American
Civil War — Monday, July

6th at 6:00pm
Women in
the American Civil

War explores the often-over-
looked effects of the war on
women. The program will
look at the acceptable roles
for women in 1860. It will
investigate women’s many
and varied important con-
tributions to the Union and
the Confederacy during the

four years of the War. The
program will use examples
of women whose efforts and
sacrifices changed the con-
cept of acceptable women’s
work.

Adult Programming

Literacy  Volunteers:
ESL Classes — Tuesdays at
6:00pm

The Literacy

Cafe is a free week-
ly English conversation
class offered by Literacy
Volunteers of South Central
Massachusetts (LVSCM).
This class is free to attend
and is open to all adults. For
more information, email us
at info@lvscm.org.

Grief Support Group
— 2nd Monday and 4th
Saturday of the Month
(6:30pm on Tuesdays;
10:00am on Saturdays) in
the Local History Room

Losing a loved one
is never easy. Please know
that you are not alone. If
you need support in trying
to navigate the changes
in your life, join us in a
place of safety and com-
fort with others who have
also experienced loss. This
grief support group is a
place to find understand-
ing as we explore our grief,
share coping strategies,
and begin to heal.**The
Saturday Sessions for July
and August will be held
offsite at Generations in
Webster.**

Yoga -
6:30pm

Join Meg at the Gladys
E. Kelly Library for a vin-
yasa yoga class for all lev-
els. A typical class involves
centering the mind with
the breath, aromatherapy,
movement of the body to
release energetic blockag-
es, and, finally, rest and
relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of
the Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library.

Tuesdays at

Midnight Society Book
Club — Wednesday, July Ist

at 6:30pm
Love to read
spooky books all year

round? Join us for a horror
book club where we will
meet and discuss a book
every month! We will try
out classic horror as well
as newer releases, and
scary horror as well as
cozy. Prepare to have fun
being scared! Copies of this
month’s book are avail-
able at the circulation desk.
To be added to the group,
email Janessa at jbarrette@
cwmars.org

The Final Frontier Sci-
Fi Book Group — Thursday,
July 2nd at 6:00pm

Want to explore
outer-space from the com-
fort of your own home?
Want to discuss specula-
tive futures? Join Assistant
Director Evan Hale for a
Sci-Fi Book group where
we will look at classic and
modern sci-fi titles.

Programming for All
Ages

Library for All -Mondays
and Fridays in June at 10am

Library for All is
an inclusive program for
teens and adults of all abil-
ities and their caregivers.
Please let us know if you
need any special accom-
modations! Join us every
Monday and Friday! The 1st
week of the month is color-
ing, the 2nd week is LEGO,
the 3rd week is chair yoga,
and the 4th week of the
month is painting.

Davis Bates Presents: Sea
Songs & Stories from Shore
to Deep Water — Thursday,
June 25th at 6:30pm

Celebrate  New

England maritime traditions
and folklore in this live-
ly, participatory program
by Davis Bates. Be sure
to join us for this wonder-
ful program of traditional

interactive entertainment
celebrating the magic and
power of the sea. Funded,
in part, by a grant from the
Webster Cultural Council, a
local agency supported by
the MA Cultural Council.

Children’s and Young
Adult Programming
Play-Doh Storytime -
Mondays at 10:30am
Join us for an
engaging storytime filled
with interactive stories and
Play-Doh fun! Kids are
invited to explore, squish
and make new creations
each week. This senso-
ry-friendly program is per-
fect for young learners and
their grown-ups.

Creators Club — Mondays
at 4:00pm
Come explore our
Creators Club, where each
month features a new theme
highlighting a different art
supply for kids to exper-
iment with and turn into
their own masterpieces!
July’s Theme: Button Art!
Kids will have an array of
buttons to choose as they
make their wildest cre-
ations. From button fish to
button trees anything the
ideas are endless. All cre-
ations left behind will be
displayed in the Children’s
program room for the rest of
the month.

Tiny Groovers —Tuesdays

at 10:30am
Join Miss Paige
for a groovy storytime!
Toddlers ages 2-5 and their
caregivers will dance to
popular kids’ tunes while
using instruments and play-
ful props, and enjoy an
interactive story each week.

Mighty  Builders -
Tuesdays at 4:00pm

Unleash creativity

in our free-build program

featuring LEGOs, magnet

tiles, wooden blocks, mar-
ble runs, and more!

PEFIN

WASTE SERVICE

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

= |||:.""{"m}"||||:||nmm‘:".T -

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars

10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

| VISA

Fully Insured = =

'Salem Cross InN,

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Comeonin
or a delicious
meal!

" LossTeR FeasT- 8/2 12:30

Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers ¢ Cauldron Clam Fritters
In the Barn: Starter ¢ Fresh Damariscotta Steamers
* Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

What You're Really Here For...Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster ,
Howe's Farm Corn on the Cob *Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert
- HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS
Thursdays- Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 « Fridays- Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20
For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

8/14 12:30

Brookfield Water Department
6 Central St.
Brookfield MA. 01506

Water Superintendent/Primary Operator

The Town of Brookfield is seeking a full time MA DEP Licensed Water
Superintendent/Primary Operator dedicated to water system opera-
tions, with additional duties as directed and assigned.

The Superintendent/Primary Operator will work under the direct su-
pervision and authority of the Brookfield Water Commissioner. This
position is responsible for all aspects of supervision, planning, ad-
ministration, operations-maintenance and customer service of the
Brookfield Public Water Department, D1/T1 system.

In accordance with MA DEP regulations, the Superintendent/Primary
Operator must be availahle to the system within one hour travel time.
For more information and a copy of the Position Description, please
contact the Brookfield Water Department at 508-867-2930 K17 or via
email: hchisholm@brookfieldma.us
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Little Pirats Clas

OXFORD — Proud families, friends,
and teachers gathered at Oxford High
School on Monday morning to celebrate
a special milestone for the Little Pirates
Preschool Class of 2026 as students partic-
ipated in their Moving On to Kindergarten
Ceremony.

The ceremony began at 10 a.m., with
excited graduates entering the venue
dressed in decorated caps and gowns,
showcasing their unique personalities and
creativity. The young students were met

DUDLEY — The Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library’s 2026 Summer Reading
Program, “Plant a Seed, Read!” is officially

Jayco Jay Feather
2010 Eagle
Super Lite (Trail)
EX-Port 17
Camper for sale.
Great Condition
$5,500 or BO.
(413) 245-9461

LVVI\ VUI
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with smiles, applause, and plenty of cam-
eras as loved ones captured the memorable
occasion.

Throughout the ceremony, teachers rec-
ognized the achievements and growth of
each child during the past school year. One
by one, students proudly crossed the stage
to receive their diplomas, marking the
completion of their preschool journey and
the beginning of an exciting new chapter in
kindergarten.

Family members and friends cheered

enthusiastically as each graduate accepted
their diploma, celebrating the hard work,
friendships, and stood politely for pictures.

The event concluded with a touching
slideshow featuring photographs of the
students throughout the school year. The
presentation highlighted classroom activ-
ities, special events, learning experiences,
and moments of laughter shared among
classmates.

The Moving On to Kindergarten
Ceremony served as a joyful celebration

s of 2026 celebrates preschool graduation

of the Little Pirates Class of 2026 and their
readiness for the adventures that await
them in elementary school. With diplomas
in hand and bright futures ahead, the grad-
uates left the ceremony surrounded by the
support and encouragement of their fami-
lies, friends, and teachers.

Congratulations to the Little Pirates Class
of 2026!

Summer Reading Program underway at Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library

underway, and community members of all
ages are invited to participate.

This year’s program encourages patrons
to make full use of library services.
Participants can earn tickets toward prize
drawings by checking out library materials,
including eBooks and audiobooks through
Libby, attending library programs, and
engaging with library resources throughout
the summer.

“Summer Reading is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for families, children, teens, and
adults to discover

everything the library has to offer,”

you earn chances to win.”

The library is grateful for the generous
support of local businesses, organizations,
and community members who have donat-
ed prizes and made the program possible.

Special thanks to: Hugh & Harriet
Endowment for the Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library; Friends of the Crawford
Library; Yummy’s; Worcester Red Sox
(WooSox); Candice of Emmerly Lane; A.
& K. Richford; S. Anderson; P. Korch;
Crystal Caves; Profile Salon; Yankee
Candle; Eric Carle Museum; Armstrong
Acres; Simply Baking; Boston Crawling;

Woodstock Fair; Bradley Theatre, and
Bryzee Candles.

Their generosity helps support literacy,
lifelong learning, and community engage-
ment, while providing exciting prizes for
participants throughout the summer.

Registration is open now, and there is
still plenty of time to join the fun. Visit the
Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library to
sign up and start earning entries today.

For more information about Summer
Reading 2026 and upcoming programs,
visit crawfordlibrary.org or stop by the
library.

Library = Director
Nicole Messier said.
“Whether you’re bor-
rowing books, listen-
ing to audiobooks on
Libby, attending pro-
grams, or exploring
new interests, every
library visit can help

Ny
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Trendiva
Age 9
Registration #9437

build confidence and explore new experiences.

Can | Adopt?

Massachusetts.
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Trendiva is a bright, kind, and curi-
ous young girl with a warm and engag-
ing personality. She enjoys learning,
sharing her thoughts with others, and
exploring the world around her. Tren-
divamakes connections easily when
she feels comfortable and supported,
and she takes pride in her accomplish-
ments. She is thoughtful, creative, and
self-aware, showing maturity as she
works on positive habits and personal
growth. Her resilience, kindness, and
eagerness to try new things make her a
joy to be around. Trendiva is a creative
learner who especially enjoys math and
reading. She loves hands-on activities
and projects, such as planting a chia
seed fairy garden, and enjoys opportu-
nities to express her creativity. She also
takes pride in helping around the home
and demonstrates responsibility in her daily routines. Trendiva responds
well to encouragement, consistency, and structure, and she thrives when
given opportunities to learn, create, and connect with others. With contin-
ued support and guidance, Trendiva will continue to grow and shine. She
would benefit from a nurturing and encouraging family that can support her
academic interests, creativity, and social development while helping her

https://www.mareinc.org/child/50901156408

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won't have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

((;\\ ({;\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ (li\\

DUDLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL ANNOUNCES

DUDLEY — Dudley Middle
School has released its honor roll for
the fourth quarter of the 2025-2026
school year.

Grade 5 High Honors

Adelynn Ashford, Reid Bachand,
Calleigh Barney, Jacob Belanger,
Emily Bell, Emma Bennett, Aleah
Blackburn, Estelle Brackett, Layla
D’Andrea, Charlie Durgin, Maurice
Hammiel, Makenna Karle, Mason
Karle, Logan Keefe, Phoenix
LeBlanc, Hunter Leverone, Rosalie
Lundy, Ivan Mayombwe, Christopher
Mello, Bella Menzone, Penny Myler,
Gregory Panu, Anderson Paradise,
Bayleigh Podles, Mackenzie Smart,
Gregory Standring, Kaiden Swift.

Grade 5 Honors

Joicey Agim, Xzavier Agosto,
Gunnar Anderson, Madeline Avakian,
Jadiel Berrios, Connor Campbell,
John Campbell, Noah Chestna,
Aidyn Choummanivong, Brendan
Clark, Maliyah Cooley, Landen
Cruz, Anthony Cunkovski, Jarilyn
Delcid, Emmeline Dirodi, Benjamin
Drewry, Lois Dzanka, Isabelle
England, Dominic Estremera,
Jonathan Fawzy, Nevaeh Fraticelli,
Stella Fuentes, Ashlyn Goetz,
Adelynne Greamo, Reagen Hansen,
Audrina Harrington, Averi Hortance,
Amelia Jones, Maaray Kostandy,
Cailin Lambert, Abigail Lamusta,
Miguel Lara Alves, Savannah
Lepage, Jensen Linares Calderon,
Jordan Lopez, Nathan MacCormack,
Aaliyah Maina, Alexandra McAvey,
Skylar Meehan, Mackenzie Mettel,

Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS

GLASSIFIEDY

HONOR ROLL

Mina Morgan, Eva Padgett, Gavin
Page, Lillian Paradis, Ann-Heavenly
Pommier, Gabriella Powaza, Carlos
Prefontaine, Rafael Rabski, Quinn
Remillard, Logan Rim, Avery
Ruderman, Gabriella Santos, Victoria
Santos, Norah Scott, Nicholas Spahl,
Alice St. George, Hazel St. Laurent,
Cedric Synal, Ayla Thurber, Isla
Tomlinson, Arsanios Towadros,
Jovahnni Vallejo, Alexis White,
Emma Wierbik, Cameron Wilson,
Owen Young, Paisley Zawalich.

Grade 6 High Honors
Jayden Agosto, Natalia
Androlewicz, Charlie  Audet,

Audrey Barcelo, Nina Browning,
Gabriela Cabrera, Mary Carmignani,
Nestor Castaneda Garland, Austin
Cazeault, Abigail Craver, Eleanor
Daniel, Luca DiDonato, Kaelee Fix,
Keilani Gonzalez, Connor Hains,
Elaria Ibrahim, Elianna Ibrahim,
Carter Lebeau, Sid Lindsay, Bryce
MacCormack, Riley Mackowiak,
Samuel Majka, Liam Mason,
Maxwell Mathews, Amora Mello,
Jameson Metzler, Maddox Millette,
Zachary Moisan, Liam Nelson,
Irvin Nyatuka, Kalisia Roldan,
Alayah Ruskin, Xander Sanchez,
Aniela Slanda, Alexander Vivenzio,
Theodore Weimbs-Tsvid, Charlotte
Young.

Grade 6 Honors

Julianna Androlewicz, Meadow
Arena, Noah Aubin, Hunter Baldwin,
Nicholas Bandelean, Colin Barnes,
Raegan Barrile, Biman Basalious,
Riley Bell, Kaelianys Boulos, Jak
Bousquet, Mason Cahill, Maya
Caron, Juliet Carter, Sadie
Cerand, Anthony Coccia,
Kaiden Coulson, Seth Cregg,
Rebecca Czernicki Ramsey,
Vincent D’Ambra, Robin
Donais, Tristan Ducharme,
Mia Fifield, Madison Fortin,

e Wyatt Foskett, Amelia Gago,
Plaggouraf Korbin Giantsios, Geomara
] ] Gonzalez, Lucas Henderson
- a Mendoza, London Hogan,
-'

Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:
Seeking Quality WWII & EARLIER

CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

24/7 Support Over 40 years’
Generous experience.
Reimbursement, Call David
$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847.
Bonus. I'LL COME TO YOU!
Call For Details.
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

Michael Keefe, Cash Keenan,
Owen Laro, Alexus McGinty,
Zoe Meeks, Cathaleya
Melendez, Cody Mitchell,
Elijah Murray, Iyla Navin,
Leo Piotti, Gabriela Prusinski,
Alexa Racine, Madalynn
Rodriguez, Bryce Rousseau,
Hailey Shaw, Adele Sikorski,
Grace-Ann Smith, Camellia
Sobinska-Colon, Hannah
Staruk, Andrew Szpakowski,
Hunter Tomlinson, Geovanny
Vazquez, Leah Waleski.
Grade 7 High Honors
Miah Amorelli, Jasmine
Arboleda, Grayson Belley,
Rihnaya Bembridge, Logan
Connor, Logan Dunn, Kylie
Ebbeling, Nadia Gawrych,
Penelope Habib, Elliott
Harnois, Henri Hokanson,

Charlotte  Langlois,  Anthony
LeBlanc, Alexandria Lundy, Olivia
Macek, Lauren Mitchell, Benjamin
Moisan, Annabel Murray, Rhys
Myler, Delaney O’Grady, Layla
Perez, Sara Rabski, Skylie Rivera,
Logan Rodrigues, Amarie Rosario,
Zachary Standring, Claire Synal,
Braden Traverso.

Grade 7 Honors

Ivory Agim, Addelin Anderson,
Connor Ares, Avery Battista, Ava
Baxter, Lily Blessington, Jason
Broadmeadow, Jacob Casey, Silas
Ciuchta, Caleb Coddington, Fiona
Cole, Ronan Coulson, Liv Cushing,
James D’Andrea, Chloe Daniels,
Lana Denson, Arianna Dos Santos,
Afram Geres, Malcolm Goetz, Leo
Guardiani, Ava Hortance, Jack Joyce,
Michael Kaloyanides, Cynthia Kerry,
Timothy King, Mia Kreft, Whitney
Kungu, Abigail Larrabee, Angelina
LeBlanc, Makayla Madee, Giada
Manzi, Isabella Mathieu, Marcus
Meschke, Sebastian Milewski,
Adriana Panu, D’Andre Parra-
Olivera, Aralynn Patraw, Peter
Penesis, Joseph Poletta, Hunter
Reid, Ava Rosario, Jenna Rousseau,
Sabella Rust, Colin Shorten, Leilani
Sobinska-Colon, Isabella Soto,
Ivy St. Laurent, Natalie Stinehart,
Lorenzo Trifone, Jacob Wilson, Ishak
Youssef.

Grade 8 High Honors

Abigail Avakian, Yosneiry Baez
Pena, Sophie Barcelo, Jackson Bell,
Gwyneth Boudreau, Sofia Cabrera,
Richard Carmignani, Paul Chabot,
Celeina Collins, Isabella Congdon,
Tiffany DePaula, Addison Duval,
Taya Greene, Milani Hammiel,
Phoebe Houatchanthara, Eliora
Ibrahim, Karolina Janusz, Camden
Karle, Olivia Laskowski, Taylor
Laskowski, Calista  Lawless,
Alexander Lewandowski, Chidimma
Madu, Maria Mankarios, William
Martel, Jolene Ndegwa, Arianna
Norton, Natalia Osowska, Carter
Paquin, Mia Piotti, Ariana Rodriguez,
Evan Steriti, Ayla Tombeno,
Anastasia Towadros, Lucas White.

Grade 8 Honors

Erik Anderson, Logan Ashford,
Jordan Ashton, Griffin Bachand,
Oltina Bektashi, Jason Bianchi,
Kellen Caines, Kolby Campbell,
Olivia DeLisle, John Doyle,
Olivia Dubreuil, Dylan Dufresne,
Benjamin Durgin, Chase Dzivasen,
Mason Fanion, Jaxon Flagg, David
Kruszewski, Noah LePage, Cooper
LeVierge-Mallet, Macy MacDonald,
Eleanor McCool, Victor Mensah,
Chanice Platel, Kiersten Plocher,
Alayna Pontbriand, Jolena Renaud,
Valentina Sedykh-Gil, Nathan Shay,
Justen Shenouda, Jacob Strafer,
Malik Thomas, Ryder Trajanowski,
Ivanka Twumasi-Ankrah, Avianna
Vega, John Whitcraft, Rofail Youssef.
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Experience an 18th century
magic show at the
Samuel Slater Experience

WEBSTER — Step back
into history for a one-of-a-
kind experience of magic,
illusion and mystery. The
Samuel Slater Experience
will be hosting a historical
magic show by award-win-
ning  Professor D.R.
Schreiber, the Historical
Conjurer, on July 3 at 3
p.m. Tickets are $16 per
person.

As  the  Historical
Conjurer, Professor D.R.
Schreiber evokes the spir-
it of early magical perfor-
mances and brings parlor
magic back to the public.
In the 18th century, con-
juring (as magic was called
then) emerged as a genuine
art form and entertainment.
Known as “professors of

Oxford Lions Club helps local F= =
resident regain independence

natural philosophy”, magi-
cians would rent taverns,
legitimate theaters or lec-
ture halls for the exhibition
and displays of legerde-
main, necromancy, or what
would today be called “illu-
sion” and “magic tricks.”
Top dollar would be paid
by the citizens of Europe to
see the latest discoveries in
the science of “natural phi-
losophy” presented by these
conjurers. Today, Professor
D.R. Schreiber presents an
historic look at the begin-
nings of modern magic
in his performances and
exhibitions. Professor D.R.
Schreiber leads his audi-
ences on a stroll through
the past centuries of con-
juring entertainment. His
unique presentations enter-

tain while educating the
audience about historical
events, literary and cultural
figures, and the science and
art of conjuring.

The Samuel Slater
Experience will be closing
at 2:30 p.m. to accommo-
date this special perfor-
mance. Please purchase
tickets online, at the box
office, or by calling 508-
461-2955. Buy both muse-
um admission for Friday,
June 3 and performance
tickets for a discount.
Email admin@samuelslat-
erexperience.org with any
questions. The performance
will be held at the Samuel
Slater Experience, 31 Ray
St., Webster.

Courtesy

Jenna Santos is joined by members of the Oxford Lions Club following the presentation of
funding for adaptive vehicle modifications that restored her ability to drive independently.

OXFORD — The Oxford
Lions Club recently helped
local resident Jenna Santos
regain her independence
through a community-wide
effort to fund adaptive
vehicle modifications.

Since December 2019,
Santos has lived with
Complex Regional Pain
Syndrome (CRPS), a con-
dition that limited the use
of her right leg and left
her believing she might
never drive again. While
a Cecropia Strong grant
helped her learn to use
adaptive driving equip-
ment, the cost of modi-
fying a vehicle remained
a  significant  barrier.

Funding for the proj-
ect was made possible
through a Lions Clubs
International Foundation
(LCIF) District Community
Impact Grant and support
from the Webster Lions
Club, Oxford Lions Club,
L & L Concrete, Webster/
Dudley Veterans Council,
DAV Chapter 53, Webster
PAV, and Webster VFW.

Advance  Wheels  of
Oxford completed the
vehicle adaptations, allow-
ing Santos to return to
driving  independently.

The project serves as a
powerful example of how

Lions Clubs help their
communities by identify-
ing local needs and bring-
ing together grants, busi-
nesses, organizations, and
volunteers to create mean-
ingful change. Through
the combined efforts of
community partners and
dedicated Lions mem-
bers, what once seemed
impossible became a real-
ity for one local resident.

“Because of your generosi-
ty, I have regained my inde-
pendence, reconnected with
my social life, and taken a
major step toward returning
to work. Thank you for giv-
ing me my freedom and my
future back,” said Santos.

We are in the process of selling out
some of our current stock to make

room for new Fall Models. Because
of this, we are offering savings

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Special Savings on

% Bedrooms

« Living Rooms

% Recliners

% Occasional Pieces

% Entertainment Centers
% Sealy Mattresses

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Road, Whitinsville « 508-234-877
Free Delivery « Free Layaway

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE LIVE MUSIC Music
EVERY WEEK! _eve

6/19: RYAN HOOD i

6/21: KEAGAN STANDRING
6/26: CHUCK CLOUGH
6/28: EVAN COUTURE

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Make

308 MAIN STREET : .
Reservations

EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

SUMMER EATS,
KICKOFF PARTY

Join us to kickoff our annual
W
¢/ Summer Eats program! /-

SATURDAY, JUNE 27TH

12PM T0 1:30 PM
Gladys E. Kelly Public Library

3, Pizza, games, raffles, freebies, and fun! f-

for our
Fathers’

Find us on

Facebook

s

Q
7

SPONSORED BY WEBSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS, GLADYS E.
KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY, AND PROJECT BREAD

' ALL KIDS + TEENS
EAT FOR FREE. /I

©  Summer Eats wil be held on the Library Lawn
Monday through Friday
0 July 7th through August 14th  12-lpm

\
) PARKING INFORMATION & DETALLS ON THE GEK LIBRARY WEBSITE

WASSACHUSLTTS OEPARTMINT OF
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

GLADYS E. KELLY EDUCATION

PUBLIC LIBRARY

PROJECT BREAD
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Webster First
announces
Premiere
Sponsorship
to save annual
Independence Day
Fireworks

WEBSTER — Webster First has announced it will serve
as the premiere sponsor for the annual Independence Day
fireworks display on July 2 at Memorial Beach. Hosted by
the Webster Dudley Charles R Guenter Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 654, the event will ensure local families can con-
tinue to enjoy this cherished community tradition.

The Town of Webster typically hosts the annual cele-
bration for residents. However, due to significant budget
limitations this year, town officials were faced with the
difficult possibility of canceling the event. Recognizing
the importance of the fireworks display to the local area,
the town partnered with the Veterans of Foreign Wars to
facilitate a sponsorship donation.

Webster First stepped forward to bridge the funding
gap, underscoring a deep commitment to its members and
the surrounding community. As an institution founded in
Webster, the organization prioritizes giving back to the
community that provided its foundation. Stepping in to save
the fireworks reflects a continued dedication to supporting

GRANT

continued from page Al

to reduce risk and strength-
en resilience,” said Stan
Corcoran, Senior Executive
and MIIA Executive Vice
President. “Our focus this
year was to empower mem-
bers to effectively address
the growing challenges of
evolving weather patterns,
employee health and safety,
and emerging cybersecurity
threats. We are pleased to
support Oxford’s efforts to
protect critical emergency
response equipment, reduce
property risk, and strengthen
facility safety.”

MIIA is a membership
service of the Massachusetts
Municipal Association. As a
mission-driven, member-led
nonprofit, MIIA focuses on
providing  Massachusetts
municipalities and other gov-
ernmental entities with insur-
ance coverage alternatives,
quality risk management,
and wellness programs.

For over four decades, MIIA
has proudly supported its
members in their efforts to
build stronger communi-
ties, foster safer work envi-
ronments, and implement
programs that promote the
health and well-being of their
employees. For more infor-
mation, visit www.emiia.
org and www.mma.org.

local families and preserving
important civic events.

“Having strong personal
connections with local orga-
nizations and Webster Town
Administration, I am deeply
moved by our shared rela-
tionship and respect for the
community where our credit
union began. As an immi-
grant, I especially value the
opportunities this country
offers. None of this would be
possible without the sacrific-
es and dedication of our vet-
erans, whose service makes
our freedom possible.” said
Halina Jachimczyk, Webster
Branch Manager.

The event organizers and
sponsors look forward to
gathering with the communi-
ty to celebrate the holiday. All
local families and residents
are encouraged to attend
the festivities at Memorial
Beach on July 2. The col-
laborative effort between the
Town of Webster, the VFW
Post 654, and Webster First
guarantees an evening of
safe, family-friendly celebra-
tion for everyone in the area.

About Webster First
Founded in  Webster,
Massachusetts,  Webster

First is dedicated to provid-
ing exceptional service and
financial stability to its mem-
bers. With a long history of
community engagement, the
organization actively sup-
ports local initiatives, orga-
nizations, and events that
enrich the lives of the fami-
lies and individuals it serves.

Community
Connection

Booklovers’ Gourmet hosting meet
& greet with author Jenn Bouchard

WEBSTER — Booklovers’ Gourmet, located at 72 East
Main St. in Webster, is hosting a summer meet & greet with
author Jenn Bouchard for her newest release, “Palms on the
Cape,” on Tuesday, July 14, from noon to 2 p.m. The event
is free and open to the public. Signed copies of several of
her books will be available for purchase. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, please call 508-949-6232 or email deb@
bookloversgourmet.com.

About the Book: After a tumultuous childhood, Rachel
Sinclair has made a life for herself. On the verge of turn-
ing forty, her upscale beach bar—Palms on the Cape-is
packed throughout the Cape Cod summer season. She has
surrounded herself with a devoted staff and great friends,
including her best friend, Carlos...who she might be in
love with. When Rachel learns of a plan to take over her
business, she must decide if it’s worth the gamble to join
forces with an unlikely ally, or risk losing everything she
has worked for.

Jenn Bouchard is the award-winning author of “Palms on
the Cape,” “Considering Us,” and “First Course,” as well
as several published short stories. She has been teaching
high school social studies for twenty-six years and also
teaches short story classes to adults in her community. She
is an avid cook, volunteer for good causes, and devoted Red
Sox fan. A graduate of Bates College and Tufts University,
she lives in the Boston suburbs with her husband and two
teenage children.

Local students named to Dean’s
List at Hofstra University

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Molly Starczewski of Dudley
and Patrick Bruso of Auburn excelled during the spring
2026 semester at Hofstra, achieving a GPA of at least 3.5 to
earn a spot on the Dean>s List.

Starczewski’s major is Dance, and Bruso’s is Political
Science.

Hofstra University’s primary mission is to provide a
quality education to its students in an environment that
encourages, nurtures, and supports learning. At Hofstra,
new ideas take shape through collaboration, engagement,
and interaction. Hofstra students create their success with
small classes and dedicated faculty, alongside a beautiful
campus, plus all the opportunities of New York City within
easy reach.

Lasell University’s
Abigayle Simpson receives
Collaboration Recognition

Award

NEWTON — Abigayle Simpson of Auburn was select-
ed to receive the Collaboration Recognition Award at
Lasell University for the Spring 2026 semester at Lasell
University. This peer-nominated award recognizes stu-
dents who demonstrate excellence in collaboration through
effective communication, idea-sharing, and teamwork. The
award reflects Lasell’s emphasis on collaboration as a core
learning outcome and a key career readiness competen-
cy identified by the National Association of Colleges &
Employers.

Dudley residents invited to
participate in Master Plan
Community Workshop

DUDLEY — The Master Plan Steering Committee
invites residents, business owners, and community stake-
holders to attend an upcoming Master Plan Community
Workshop on Saturday, June 27, 2026, at Shepherd Hill
Regional High School. The interactive workshop will be
held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., allowing participants to drop in
at any time during the event.

The workshop is an important opportunity for community
members to help shape the future of Dudley by sharing their
ideas, priorities, and vision for the town’s long-term growth
and development.

Participants will have the chance to provide input on a
variety of topics, including:

Open Space and Recreation

Housing

Land Use

Transportation

Economic Development

Public Services and Facilities

The feedback gathered during the workshop will help
guide an update to Dudley’s Master Plan, a

comprehensive roadmap that will influence future deci-
sions related to land use, infrastructure, economic growth,
community services, and quality of life.

“Community participation is essential to creating a
Master Plan that reflects the needs and aspirations of
Dudley residents,” Town Planner Bruce Webb said. “We
encourage everyone to attend and share their perspectives
as we plan for the future together.”

To make participation easier for families, free food will
be provided, and children’s activities will be available
throughout the event.

Residents of all ages are encouraged to attend and con-
tribute their ideas as Dudley works to create a shared vision
for the future.

Eastern student Ella Springer of
Dudley makes Dean’s List

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern Connecticut State
University recently released its Dean’s List for the spring
2026 semester, recognizing 1,216 students for maintaining
high GPAs.

Among them is Ella Springer of Dudley, a full-time
senior majoring in health sciences.

To qualify for Dean’s List, full-time students must com-
plete a minimum of 12 credits in letter-graded courses with
an average GPA of 3.5 or higher in the semester. Part-time
students are eligible if they’ve accumulated 15 or more
credits of letter-graded coursework with an average GPA of
3.5 or higher.

Local student earns degree from
Emmanuel College

BOSTON — Emmanuel College awarded a Bachelor
of Arts Psychology - Developmental Psychology Cum
Laude to Ava Brown of Auburn at the College’s 104th
Commencement on May 9.
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The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

Prdpcme

5075 uvssuueees $3.49 500 PLUS. .$2.10
76-150..00vc0ne $2.95 Duel Fuel...uves $3.75
151-300.......... $2.55 Drop off Tanks.....$3.00

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AV

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

SR

o 508-248-9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane
PROPANE PRICE PER GAL ~ PROPANE PRICE PER GAL
0-50. s $4.99 301-500..c.ve $2.25

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Friday price 6/19/26 was 53-95 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum

www.charltonoil.com

O

Tanks Filled
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

AILABLE AT

\[orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing

in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER (]©) JEWELERS™ [l

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

[=]:

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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‘rooked Creek Fa

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
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of Beef Available!
FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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DUDLEY - Irena
R. Paprocki, 101, died
Saturday, June 20, 2026
in Notre Dame Long
Term Care after a period
of declining health.

She leaves several
nieces and nephews:
Virginia M. Carmignani
of Dudley who was also her caregiver,
Mary V. Reilly and her husband Thomas
of Ashburn, VA, Katherine A. Vincent of
Atlanta, GA, and Donald F. Vincent, Jr. and
his spouse Dr. John Hohneker of Las Vegas,
NV; many great-nieces and great-nephews,
great great-nieces and great-great-nephews..
She was preceded in death by her brothers
Edward W. Paprocki and Henry A. Paprocki,
and by her sisters Helen Hajec, Dorothy M.
Paprocki and Theresa E. Vincent.

Ms. Paprocki was born on May 7, 1925
at home in Dudley, the third child of Walter
and Mary (Kozlowski) Paprocki and gradu-
ated from Bartlett High School in Webster
in 1943. She completed studies at the
Vesper George School of Art. She lived in
Boston during her working years, returning
to Dudley on the weekends and for vaca-

OBITUARIES

[rena R. Paprocki, 101

tions.

She worked for over 50 years as a com-
mercial artist for the advertising department
at the telephone company in Boston, retir-
ing from Verizon in 2000.

She was a communicant of Saint Andrew
Bobola Church in Dudley and, along with
her sister Dorothy, sang Masses there for
many years. She was a member of the
Chorus Pro Musica in Boston when she
lived there and participated in their inter-
national tours. She excelled at photography
and loved taking pictures at any occasion.
She was also an accomplished artist, spe-
cializing in oil paintings.

Her funeral will be held on Monday,
June 29, from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf &
Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School Street,
Webster, with a Mass at 11:00 AM in Saint
Andrew Bobola Church, 54 West Main
Street. Burial will be in the family plot in
Saint Joseph Garden of Peace, Webster.
Visitation will be held from 9:30 to 10:30
in the funeral home on Monday, prior to the
Mass. Donations in her name may be made
to Saint Andrew Bobola Parish, 54 West
Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571.

www.websterfunerals.com

tion process.

PLAYGROUND

to officially open it today,”

continued from page Al
Milas and the Webster
Dudley Oxford Chamber of
Commerce for fundraising
to rally business and com-
munity support in reduc-
ing the local contribution
financial impact on Dudley
taxpayers.

A special acknowledg-
ment was made to Assistant
Town Administrator Olivia
Antonson, who served as
the project’s primary coor-
dinator and liaison among
state agencies, designers,
and contractors throughout
the planning and construc-

Deschenes also thanked
Superintendent MJ Gatzke
and the Dudley Highway
Department for overseeing
site preparation, Michael
Radner and Katarina
Creamer of Highpoint
Engineering for the play-
ground’s design, and Mike
Lesher of Landscaping by
J. Michael for installing
the playground and site
enhancements.

“Finally, thank you to the
residents of Dudley for sup-
porting this investment in
our community. This play-
ground belongs to all chil-
dren, and we are so proud

Deschenes said.

The new Fun Zone
Playground represents a
significant investment in
recreation, accessibility, and
quality of life for Dudley
families. Town officials
noted that the project stands
as an example of what can
be achieved through part-
nerships among residents,
local organizations, busi-
nesses, and government
agencies.

The town extends its grat-
itude to everyone who con-
tributed their time, exper-
tise, funding, and support to
make the project a reality.

or by e-mail to
obits@stonebridgepress.news

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, Y

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS
)KEARNS

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics *+ A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators - Starters + ABS
Alignments * Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOUR VISION IN COLOR

e SPRING
= PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
before June 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399
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BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
/ 30+ years Doors
_EXp Basement Finishing
Licensed & Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

508-867-2877

Over 25 Years Experience)
Residential Specialist

508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com
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Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072
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MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS

OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
Chimney Repair PowerWashing
Foundation Repair Wallpapering
Steps, Patios .
Water Proofing General Repair
Walkways Fully Insured
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work Over 40:|- Years
Cord Wood Experience
Brian French 508-764-8548
(413)222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 774-230-8373

Paul S Wilga, 76

g Paul S Wilga, age 76,
| of Webster died Friday,
June 19,2026 at UMass-
'] a courageous battle
with cancer.
Paul was born August

12, 1949 in Webster, MA. He is the son of
the late Paul J and the late Rose (Gagnon)
Wilga. Paul graduated from Bartlett Trade
School and has lived in Webster all his life.

He is survived by his devoted wife
of 53 years Linda (Nezuh) Wilga an
d one daughter: Tara and her hus-
band Tim Whiting of Webster, His
beloved grandchildren grandson, Tyler;
granddaughter Taylin; two sisters:
Janet and her husband Gordon Forrester
of Thompson, CT and Norma
Kapitulik of Shelburne Falls, MA,
Sister In Law, Liz and her hus-
band Tom Gion of Dudley. many nieces
and nephews and great nieces and neph-
ews.

His greatest joy was watching his grand-
kids at all of their sporting events. Always
happy to show his support for not only
them, but all of the people in his vil-
lage. He was their loudest supporter, even
when you couldn’t hear him and was
always happy to share his opinion with

CHARBONNEAU

continued from page Al

ly what serving with purpose looks like,”
Charbonneau says.

Charbonneau’s internal goals within the
MA Elks Association focus on Getting Back
to Basics, strengthening or rebuilding areas
that suffered from and are still recuperating
since COVID, including lodge and public
ceremonies and rituals, and traditions. As
part of this, he has pledged to visit every
one of the 54 lodges in the state at least once
during his tenure.

During his speech at the association ban-
quet, Charbonneau thanked his wife, Debi,
his family, fellow lodge members, and past
State Presidents for their guidance and sup-
port over the years, which made it possible
for him to assume his new role as state
president.

’ Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

275 MIKE LAMBERT'S .
=4 PLUMBING & David
3 N i HgATIHG INC.
Commercial Barbale
1al,
Residential, ROOFI NG
New Construction| |Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
369 Main St, Fully Licensed
Ste 4 and Insured
Spencer, MA MA LIC #CS069127
1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721
FuIIy Insured INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | OF 308-248-6709
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

any official that would listen. He was truly
loved by so many .

He was employed many years in mainte-
nance departments at area plants. He later
worked for Dugas Vending in Webster and
All Seasons in Southbridge.

Second to his grandchildren was fam-
ily trips to Cape Cod and visits to Disney
World to visit “The Mouse”.

A Mass of Christian burial will be
held 11:00 am on Friday, June 26 at St.
Anthony Of Padua Church, 24 Dudley
Hill Rd., Dudley. Calling hours will be
Thursday, June 25 from 6 to 8§ PM at
Bartel Funeral Home, 33 Schofield
Avenue, Dudley, MA.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als donations may be made to Bartlett
High School Athletic Department,
c/o Bartlett High School 52 Lake
Parkway Webster, MA 01570 .www.bar-
telfuneral home.com

In Memoriam—Kevin Darling
A Half Century
of Remembrance
On July 4, 1976,
our beloved

Kevin Darling,
only 22 years old,

lost his life in a

tragic accident.
As we reach the fif- |
tieth anniversary of & ]
that day, we pause to BEEEE
honor his memory and the lasting im-
pact of his short but meaningful life.

Kevin was a proud athlete who loved
the game of football, and he carried
that same spirit — determination, loy-
-q-’ - alty, and heart — into
gty E i everything he did. His

4%/ | absence has been felt
/| across generations,
yet his legacy endures
in the stories we share
and the love we carry.

— The Darling
Family

S

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  mirm
492 Main St Oxford S

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\_LAWNMOWER.COM

)

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY | ELECTRICIAN |

CHIMNEY

COLONNA
CLEANINGS ELECTRIC
Starting at $99 L LC
Alé_kg(l)%%if Lic.# A1-8844
CONCRETE WORK

New & Repairs, Repointing, RESIDENTIAL &

Rebuilding, Re-lining, COMMERCIAL
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New ELECTRICAL,
& Stair Repair, Concrete GENERATORS,
Walkways, Stonewalls, FIRE ALARM &
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry. EV CHARGERS
Need to get it done? Call
Call me!
-FREE Estimates- (508)
Quality Chimney 234-4889

(508)752-1003

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

For Advertising
[nformation

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free

1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards
:

bl BUSINESS

Call
774-200-7308
email;
mikacla@
stonebridge
Press.news
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LEGALS

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 26 SM 001927
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Angela Phaneuf

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq)
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
27 Homestead Avenue, Auburn, MA
01501, given by Angela Phaneuf to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for United
Wholesale Mortgage, LLC, dated
October 31, 2023 and recorded in the
Worcester County Registry of Deeds in
Book 69829, Page 329, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer
in this court at: Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or
before 7/27/2026 or you may lose the
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance
with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief
Justice of this Court on 6/15/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
June 26, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 26 SM 001860

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Blossom A. Williams and Sandra
A. Simon

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
NewRez LLC D/B/A Shellpoint
Mortgage Servicing

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Oxford, numbered 39 Fairlawn
Avenue, given by Blossom A. Williams
and Sandra A. Simon to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as mortgagee, as nominee for Caliber
Home Loans, Inc., its successors and
assigns, dated November 18, 2022,
and recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 68505, Page 76, and now
held by the Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before 07/20/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 6/8/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
June 26, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. W026P1666EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Joyce A Nilson
Date of Death: 09/16/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Sandra
A Brown of Millbury MA and George
C Berry of Auburn, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree

and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Sandra A Brown of Millbury MA and
George C Berry of Auburn, MA be
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the estate in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
07/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 12, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 26, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P2678EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR FOR
ALLOWANCE OF ACCOUNT
In the matter of: Robert John Miller
Date of Death:07/19/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: Christine
M. Jacob of Webster MA requesting
allowance of the 1st account(s) as Per-
sonal Representative and any other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at
the court. You have a right to object
to this proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 07/07/2026. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and objection
if you object to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may be taken
without further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 10, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 26, 2026

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
9 Birch Dr, Webster, MA 01570

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage
given by Cynthia M. Bourbeau to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., acting solely as nominee
for First Magnus Financial Corporation,
an Arizona Corporation, its successors
and assigns, dated June 22, 2007 and
recorded in Worcester County Registry
of Deeds in Book 41372, Page 162,
of which mortgage the undersigned
is the present holder by assignment
from: Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as mortgagee to Aurora
Loan Services LLC recorded October
22, 2009 in Book 44995 at Page 213,
the mortgage was assigned to Aurora
Loan Services LLC, by Nationstar
Mortgage LLC, its Attorney-in-Fact to
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, recorded
October 21, 2013 in Book 51649 at
Page 98, the mortgage was assigned

from Nationstar Mortgage LLC to U.S.
Bank National Association, as Trustee
for Lehman Mortgage Trust Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2007-8, recorded April 11, 2025 in
Book 71844 at page 149 for breach of
the conditions of said Mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing same will be
sold at Public Auction on July 21, 2026
at 2:00PM local time upon the premis-
es 9 Birch Dr, Webster, MA 01570, all
and singular the premises described in
said Mortgage, to wit:

A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND
WITH THE BUILDINGS THEREON,
SITUATED IN WEBSTER, IN THE
COUNTY OF WORCESTER,
AND COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS, BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A RAILROAD
SPIKE ON THE SOUTHERLY SIDE
LINE OF BIRCH DRIVE AT THE
NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF
THE PARCEL TO BE DESCRIBED;
SAID SPIKE BEING THE MOST
EASTERLY CORNER OF LAND
OWNED BY IRWIN YOUNG AND
EUGENIA YOUNG;

THENCE N. 88 DEG. 16’ 13" E.
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY SIDE LINE
OF BIRCH DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE
OF 72.46 FEET TO A RAILROAD
SPIKE;

THENCE: S. 22 DEG. 07 52" W.
ALONG LAND OF JOHN JOHNSON
AND DONNA A. JOHNSON FOR A
DISTANCE OF 110.27 FEET TO AN
IRON ROD;

THENCE: IN A GENERAL WESTERLY
DIRECTION ALONG LAND OF MARY
DOW AND THE FORMER EDGE OF
A SWAMP FOR A DISTANCE OF 130
FEET MORE OR LESS TO AN IRON
ROD;

THENCE: N. 52 DEG. 16’ 46” E.
ALONG LAND OF IRWIN YOUNG
AND EUGENIA YOUNG FOR A
DISTANCE OF 36.10 FEET TO AN
IRON ROD;

THENCE: S. 54 DEG. 00’ 45" E.
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF
PARCEL B FOR A DISTANCE OF
14.48 FEET TO AN IRON ROD;
THENCE: N. 35 DEG. 59° 15" E.
ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF
PARCEL B FOR A DISTANCE OF
49.56 FEET TO AN IRON ROD;
THENCE: N. 52 DEG. 16’ 46” E.
ALONG LAND OF IRWIN YOUNG
AND EUGENIA YOUNG FOR A
DISTANCE OF 29.01 FEET TO THE
RAILROAD SPIKE AT THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE -DESCRIBED PARCEL
CONTAINS 9,975 SQUARE FEET
MORE OR LESS.

BEING A PORTION OF THE
PREMISES CONVEYED TO LEO
A. BOURBEAU AND CYNTHIA M.
BOURBEAU BY FOUR DEEDS
RECORDEDWITHTHEWORCESTER
DISTRICT REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN
BOOK 7670, PAGES 259, 261, 263
AND 264.

SAID PREMISES ARE SHOWN AS
PARCEL A ON PLAN OF ALBERT L.
FITZBACK,R.L.S.DATEDDECEMBER
16, 1982 AND RECORDED IN PLAN
BOOK 503, PLAN 80.

The premises are to be sold and
conveyed “as is” subject to and with
the benefit of all rights, rights of way,
easements, restrictions, covenants,
encroachments, building and zoning
laws, liens, improvements, unpaid
taxes, tax titles, water and sewer liens,
municipal liens and assessments, and
any other encumbrances of record
which are in force and applicable hav-
ing priority over said mortgage whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens,
encumbrances is made in the deed
and will be subject to any rights of
redemption for unpaid federal taxes, if
any, as shall, notwithstanding this pro-
vision, constitute valid liens or encum-
brances thereon after said sale, rights
of tenants and parties in possession,
and attorney’s fees and costs if any,
which take precedence over the said
mortgage above described.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00
CENTS ($5,000.00) in the form of a
certified check, bank treasurer’s check
or money order at the time and place
of sale will be required to be Paid by
the purchaser in the form of certified
funds at the time and place of sale.
The Deposit shall be forfeited to the
mortgagee if the successful bidder
does not comply strictly with the terms
of the Memorandum of sale. The bal-
ance of the purchase price shall be

paid within thirty (30) days from the
sale date in the form of a certified
funds to Albertelli Law, 5404 Cypress
Center Dr., Ste 300, Tampa, FL 33609.
A deed will be provided to the pur-
chaser for recording upon receipt of
the full purchase price. The Mortgagee
reserves the right to bid at the sale, to
reject any and all bids, to continue the
sale and to amend the terms of the
sale by written or oral announcement
made before or during the foreclosure
sale. The description of the premis-
es contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in this
publication. By order of the present
holder of said Mortgage which hereby
gives notice of its intention to bid as
said sale or at any adjournment or
postponement thereof.

TIME WILL BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Lehman Mortgage Trust
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2007-8, Present Holder of said
Mortgage

By Its Attorney,

Patrick D. Beaton, Esq.

Albertelli Law

400 Trade Center, Suite 5900
Woburn, MA 01801

Phone: 813-221-4743

25-002508

June 19, 2026

June 26, 2026

July 3, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIALCOURT
Docket Number:2 26 SM 001849 Date
Filed: 6/5/2026 ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Amanda J. Adams and to all
persons entitled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50
U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq) Federal
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation,
as Trustee for the benefit of the
Freddie Mac Seasoned Credit Risk
Transfer Trust, Series 2020-3 claim-
ing to have an interest in a Mortgage
covering real property in Haverhill,
37 Highcrest Park, Unit 4, given
by Amanda J. Adams to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
(“MERS”) as nominee for Norwich
Commercial Group, Inc., d/b/a Norcom
Mortgage dated November 16, 2012
and recorded with the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 49983, Page 141,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or
before 07/13/2026 or you may lose the
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance
with the Act. Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of this Court on 6/8/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson,
Recorder.

June 26, 2026

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
School Street Towing, 17-31 School
St., Webster, MA 01570
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L.c.
255, Section 39A. that on 11 July 2026
at 9am at 17-31 School St by Private
Sale. the following motor vehicle will be
sold to satisfy the garagekeeper’s lien
thereon for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices and sale
of said vehicle:
Vehicle Description: Year 2018
Make:Dodge
Model:Ram1500
Registrationj#/State: Un Reg
VIN:3C6JR6DG0JG312327
Name and Adress of vechicle owner:
KATELYNN MARRIE RICHARD
21 BRANDON RD
DUDLEY, MA 01571-3425
by Frank Czechowski
Dafted: 10 June 2026
This notice has been given under the
provisions of G.L. c. 2S5, Section 39A
June 26,2026
July 3, 2026
July 10, 2026

For Legal Advertising Information,
Call 908-909-412]
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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REAL ESTATE

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

hope2o0wn.com |
508.943.4333 i

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Webster - 106 Eact Wain St (Ree IE)

éamm@zcmé Oppontunity! ( -
Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely” H|
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts
. close proximity to Successful National Franchised
. Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

List Price: $ 615,000

o, =

Meticulously maintained Colonial, 2,042 sf +/-, 4
BRs, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car garage, conveniently located
on a park-like one acre, picturesque views. Kitchen is
a culinary enthusiast’s delight, elegant formal living/
dining rms offer a sophisticated ambiance enhanced
by hardwood flrs, crown moldings & custom built-ins.
REALTOR MLS # 73523347 $$589,900

() Webster- 18 DéDonats #ve )
;?C) Featuned Tew Listing! (i

THIS IS THE ONE: ANAFFORDA-
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+,
2 BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished
@ walk-out LL Family Room. Situat-
=45 ed on a 7,104 sf (0.16 Ac) level lot
g8 W/80’ road frontage, a fenced back-
yard, & 2 CAR GARAGE! Conven-
iently located in East Village, just a

___ short putt to shopping,restaurants
. &Webster Lake’s Memorial Beach!

~ 1st Time Offered

* MLS #7353410

Webster

ue
Coming Soon! 1st Time Offered! Beautifully
maintained, 1 Owner Raised Ranch. Lov-
ingly cared for, & 3-season porch, oversized
living rm, 3 BRs, Primary BR w/full bath, 2
car garage, Bonus: A Lower Level Walkout
1 BR Apartment!
MLS# 73527028

5$333,000

Price: $569,900.

() Webster ~ 55 Sltater Steet

e, I TS

| -
Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +- 0.5- -acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-

el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom

MLS # 73500183 $499,000
Webster - 24 Cooper B
%ew &mmm Craftoman Style bome
‘.- . Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-

. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
~ rms, 4 brs, 3 V2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
- sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
w/ slider. Central AC, garage

MLS # 73534271 %649,900.00

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webster Lake Watorfpot ()
22 Vnion Point Suag Fandon il

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an
exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/
| featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for re-
laxation & convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

Wetister Lake Waterfront!!
Ou %tdcmz ?omzf # 10

Astounding  Panoramic
Views across mid-section
of Webster Lake! View the
lake from all windows.
Located on a peninsula
providing 2 Shorelines.
Fireplaced Living Room!
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat!

Webster Lake Waterfront -

anoramic View, from this'ébsolutely lovely
home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths, 2

Central Air. Garage. car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
$ 900,000. Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

12} mis|

Come to Stoneybrook Gar-
dens II A premier location in
Charlton offering individuali-
ty designed homes . A private
setting with grounds offering
numerous plantings, an un-
derground sprinkler system,
unique Koi Pond with a water-
fall, a hot tub and deck, AND
a grilling area with pergola
and quiet retreat with nature.
This custom built home has a
kitchen designed for a gour-
met cook with an 09en floor
plan for gathering and enter-

taining friends. A 24x24 Great
Room on the first floor will be
perfect for watching the Big
Games. If you want to read a
book or have space, the living
room is the perfect getaway.
A main bedroom with sitting
area and a walk In closet will
hold a wardrobe for royalty.
Do you need additional space
for a family member. Walk to
the 3rd level which has another
full bath, office, or guest area.
Viewing this property requires
a private showing to see all the
amenities and details which
this home offer, on three com-
pletely finished living levels

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

k SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME i ~
ﬂ'\
Q ERAHALLOFFAME 0,5 g //n Ty RE!HA;\\I

Viston

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 \\L,T,-.-/

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI  CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

When

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)

508.612.1382 Szymczak

MESRealty.com CRS, GRI, SRES
. . 508-943-7669

Mary@WillSellit.com 774-230-5044

LET'S TALE REAL ESTATE INVESTING!!

Experience WORCESTER :3 Bedtoom Each Unit
: and 25 Almont Ave Rigac(eimen‘z1 \{:\?ndows
C itment ‘ Hardwood Floors '
ommi *Unit Available for Owner Occupied
Matter

C-ALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Join Me at Coffee Hour
June 27 ¢«11am to noon

21 Schoffield Ave., Dudley

ReMax Vision o @
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = Es|
Licensed in MA & CT]

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@aol.com

P
RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

Got Space?

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

we do.

Thinking about moving?

Find Out What Your
Home Is Worth Today!

Whether you're buying your first home,
upgrading, downsizing, or simply curious about
today's market, I'm here to help you navigate
] every step with confidence.,

+ Local Market Expertise
v Personalized Service
+ Strong Negotiation Skills
+ Dedicated to Your Success

Bob Berk Realtor®

508-367-9226
bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

-
w

Vision
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Courtesy

Saint Joseph School’s 2026 Spelling Bee winners are pictured with event judge Mrs. Krystal Kolesnik. From left:
Lukas Barbosa, First Place; Axel Kapitulik, Second Place; Quinn Meehan, Third Place; and Mrs. Krystal Kolesnik,
President of the Saint Joseph School Home and School Association. Lukas won the competition by correctly spelling
the word initiative.

Courtesy

Congratulations to the following students who were selected as May students of the Month at St. Joseph
School: Pre-K 3-year-old: Carter Healy; Pre-K 4-year-old: Forrest Lovett; Kindergarten: Maeve Haynes; Grade
1: Clark Collins; Grade 2: Harper Quetti; Grade 3: Paulina Deptula; Grade 4: Keziah Anobah; Grade 5:
Julia Biela; Grade 6: Giorgios Sgouritsas; Grade 7: Jacob Manzi; Grade 8: Kalleia Agosto. Students are
awarded Student of the Month for their outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility.
Keep up the great work!

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

- PORTER

CONTRACTING, INC

It's a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand
behind—because trust, quality and affordability
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work.

GREAT SELECTION
OF GAS GRILLS!

Greal

OF SPENCER’
Selection!

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199 / FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $209

(REG. $299) (REG. $499) (REG. $599)

SMOOTH-TOP 21 CU. FT.
STOVE FREEZER

REG. $999.99
$799.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.

TN (1000's INSTOCK!

REG. $699.99

$599.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

DEALS BETTER tuan
the BIG '
BOX SRS £F
STORES! e

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1499.99

FAMOUS-MAKER
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99

$229.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

REG. $899.99 REG. $699.99

*699.99 $599.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST TAMANA WASHER
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99

*489.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99 REG. $699.99 REG. $1,499.00

*1,399.99 *499.99 *1099.99

WHITCO

REG. $699.99

$499.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP:

$49.99!

Lukas Barbosa
crowned 2026
Saint Joseph

School Spelling

Bee Champion

WEBSTER — On
Wednesday, May 27, Saint
Joseph School held its annual
Spelling Bee for students in
Grades 7 and 8. The event,
which has become a cherished
school tradition, provided stu-
dents with an opportunity to
demonstrate their spelling pro-
ficiency, vocabulary develop-
ment, and ability to perform
under pressure in a friendly yet
challenging academic compe-
tition.

After several competitive
rounds, Lukas Barbosa, a Grade
8 student, was crowned the
2026 Spelling Bee Champion
by correctly spelling the win-
ning word, initiative. Second
Place was awarded to fellow
Grade 8 student Axel Kapitulik,
while Third Place honors went
to Quinn Meehan of Grade 7.

The Spelling Bee was judged
by Mrs. Krystal Kolesnik,
President of the Saint Joseph
School Home and School
Association (H.S.A.).Following
the competition, Mrs. Kolesnik
presented the awards on behalf

dedication, preparation, and
perseverance demonstrated by
all participants.

As part of this long-standing
tradition, Lukas’s name will be
added to the school’s perpetu-
al Spelling Bee plaque, which
proudly recognizes past cham-
pions and serves as a remind-
er of the academic excellence
fostered at Saint Joseph School.

Spelling bees offer students
far more than an opportuni-
ty to compete. They encourage
the development of strong lan-
guage skills, expand vocabu-
lary, improve reading compre-
hension, and build confidence
in public speaking. Participants
learn the value of preparation,
persistence, and good sports-
manship—qualities that will
benefit them both in and beyond
the classroom.

Congratulations to all of our
student spellers for their hard
work and commitment, and
special recognition to Lukas,
Axel, and Quinn for their out-
standing performances in this
year’s competition.

E-BIKES in sTock!
—

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
% “. Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

of the H.S.A., recognizing the

Deirdre Legasey
named to Dean’s List at
University of Maryland

Global Campus

ADELPHI, Md. — Deirdre Legasey of Auburn was named to
the Dean’s List for the spring 2026 term at University of Maryland
Global Campus. To be eligible for the honor, a student must com-
plete at least six credits during the term, earn a grade point average
of at least 3.5 for the term, and maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.5
at UMGC.

University of Maryland Global Campus was founded more than
75 years ago specifically to serve the higher education needs of
working adults and military servicemembers. Today, UMGC is
the largest provider of postsecondary education in Maryland and
continues its global tradition with online and hybrid courses, more
than 175 classroom and service locations worldwide, and more
than 100 degrees and certificates backed by the reputation of a
state university and the University System of Maryland. For more
information, visit umgc.edu.

Ted Spanos of Auburn named to
University of Alabama Dean’s List

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ted Spanos of Auburn was named to
The University of Alabama Dean’s List for Spring Semester 2026.

A total of 14,306 students enrolled during Spring Semester 2026
at The University of Alabama were named to the dean’s list with
an academic record of 3.5 (or above) or the president’s list with an
academic record of 4.0 (all A’s).

The UA dean’s and president’s lists recognize full-time under-
graduate students. The lists do not apply to graduate students or
undergraduate students who take less than a full course load.

For more information, visit news.ua.edu.

The University of Alabama, part of The University of Alabama
System, is the state’s flagship university. UA shapes a better world
through its teaching, research and service. With a global reputation
for excellence, UA provides a forward-think-
ing environment and over 200 degree pro-
grams on a beautiful, student-centered cam-
pus. A leader in cutting-edge research, UA
advances discovery, creative inquiry and
knowledge through more than 30 research
centers. As the state’s largest higher educa-
tion institution, UA drives economic growth
in Alabama and beyond.

7 Y C.

AUBURN — The Auburn Historical
Society & Museum will be doing a three-part
series on the ice cream shops past and pres-
ent. In the past, what was your favorite place
to get ice cream and why? Where do you go
today to get your ice cream? What’s your
favorite flavor? Maybe your favorite will be
in future articles.

This ice cream survey is still on the Auburn
Historical Society and Museum Facebook
page at Auburn Historical, for people to
chime in their opinion. There is also email
auburnmuseum@verizon.net , leaving a mes-
sage by phone [508-832-6856] or come into
the Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41
South St. The museum is open Tuesday and
Saturday mornings 9:30 am. — 12:30 p.m.
and www.auburnhistoricalmuseum.org.



