
SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
Southbridge Lions Club will 
once again take to the streets 
of town for its annual “Fill 
the Bucket” Bucket Brigade 
fundraiser on Saturday, May 
30, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Club members will 
be stationed throughout 
Southbridge collecting dona-
tions at several key intersec-
tions, including Main Street, 
Elm Street, Central Street, 
Foster Street, Everett Street, 
Chapin Street, and Hamilton 
Street. Residents can also 
stop by the Lions Club 
table outside the Big Bunny 
to make a contribution and 
learn more about the organi-
zation’s community efforts.

Funds raised during the 
Bucket Brigade directly 
support local individuals 
and families facing sight 
and hearing challenges. The 
Southbridge Lions Club has 

long been dedicated to help-
ing those in need through 
vision and hearing assistance 
programs, community ser-
vice projects, scholarships, 
youth initiatives, and chari-
table outreach throughout the 
area.

The club encourages res-
idents to take part in this 
year’s “Fill the Bucket” chal-
lenge by giving whatever 
they can to help neighbors in 
need. Every donation, large 
or small, helps the Lions con-
tinue their mission of service 
and support within the com-
munity.

Members of the 
Southbridge Lions Club 
expressed their appreciation 
for the continued generosity 
of local residents and busi-
nesses who make the annu-
al fundraiser a success year 
after year.

CHARLTON — The fifth-
grade students at Charlton 
Middle School recently 
enjoyed an immersive "Back 
In Time" field trip, explor-
ing local history at the Rider 
Tavern, the #2 Schoolhouse 
in Charlton, and the Samuel 
Slater Experience in Webster.

At the Samuel Slater 
Experience, students engaged 
with interactive exhibits that 
brought to life the story of 
Samuel Slater, the "Father 
of the American Industrial 
Revolution." Additionally, the 
Charlton Historical Society 
provided an enlightening tour 
of the town’s most historic 
sites: the Rider Tavern and the 
#2 Schoolhouse, Charlton's 
last remaining one-room dis-
trict school. This field trip 
successfully bridged the gap 
between classroom curricu-
lum and real-world history, 
fostering a deeper apprecia-
tion for the region’s unique 

heritage.
This field trip was funded 

in part by a grant from the 
Charlton Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is 
supported by Mass Cultural 

Council, a state agency. The 
students and staff of Charlton 
Middle School are grateful 
for their financial support 
and also wish to thank Frank 
Morrill and Tony Dean of the 

Charlton Historical Society, 
as well as the staff at the 
Samuel Slater Experience, 
for volunteering their time 
and expertise to educate our 
students.
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The “Spirit of Brimfield” America 250 
celebration to take place June 13

Sturbridge cerebrates Arbor Day 2026, recognizes 250th anniversary

Southbridge Lions Club to hold annual “Fill the Bucket” fundraiser

Charlton Middle School students travel back in time

BRIMFIELD — On Saturday, June 13, a communi-
ty-wide celebration marking the 250th anniversary of 
our nation’s freedom will take place in Brimfield. In 
recognition of this year’s historic milestone, a full day of 
remembrance and celebration is planned. All are welcome 
to attend the day’s events, which include the following:

A Pancake Breakfast fundraiser by the Wales 
Community Food Pantry at the First Congregational 
Church in Brimfield. Registration and time preference 
required at bit.ly42negIT (8:30-10:30 a.m. seatings).

Revolutionary War themed guided cemetery tours at the 
Brimfield Cemetery on Wales Rd. honoring those who 
volunteered to fight for freedom and the Brimfield fam-
ilies who supported them. Registration (508) 523-9544 
between 10 a.m. and noon

1 p.m. Fife and Drum Music- Army National Guard 
215th Band on the Town Common. Face painting

2 p.m. Parade- starting from the Public Safety Complex 
at 34 Wales Rd via the Town Common, to the Brimfield 
Winery. The parade features the Springfield Kiltie Band, 
the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment Honor 
Guard of the Massachusetts National Guard, Paul Revere 
mounted rider and Revolutionary Reenactors, the 54th 
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment-Civil War 
reenactors with muskets, 4H club, Brimfield’s antique 
fire truck, Veterans Float and Brimfield Library float, the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Office Mounted Patrol Unit, 
participants from the Wales Library and police and fire 
departments, and so much more!

A ceremony at the town common gazebo (immediately 
following the parade) featuring the 250th Stars and Stripes 
Flag raising,  music, three round musket volley by OSV 
militia, historical reading by TRHS graduating senior Ben 
Bachand- honoring Brimfield’s history in the revolution, 
recognition of local legacy families whose Brimfield 
ancestors fought for freedom, keynote address from the 
Honorable Representative Todd Smola, and the recogni-
tion of Don Moriarty, Jim Adams, Cindy Skowyra, and 
Kathleen Boyer for their selfless service to their commu-
nities, and more. Bring lawn chairs and blankets for your 
comfort and enjoyment on the town common.

A celebration at the Brimfield Winery (immediately 
following the ceremony) featuring 18th century living 
history demonstrations, food trucks, patriotic youth art dis-
play by the Brimfield Elementary and Tantasqua Regional 
High Schools, face painting, old-fashioned kids’ games, 
music, a live broadcast from Classic Hits 97.7 FM, bon-
fire, and much more! A Chicken BBQ sponsored by Saint 
Christopher’s Parish will be held from 4-7 p.m. at the 
winery. Purchase tickets at St. Christopher’s, Hitchcock 
Academy or online for $22 (half chicken, baked potato, 
salad, roll, and a drink). Limited quantity at the door for 
$25. The band, SOAPSTONE will perform from 6-9, and 
the day concludes with a grand display of fireworks!

Additional details and updates will be available through 
the Friends of Historic Brimfield website and clicking/
tapping the Spirit of Brimfield Event image: www.
fohbrimfield.org.

Red, white, and blue Spirit of Brimfield event merchan-
dise is also available to order on the website with direct 
shipping from the vendor.

This event is currently being sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Army National Guard, Classic Hits 97.7 
FM, and the Brimfield Winery. The Spirit of Brimfield 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our busi-
ness level and private donors. Special thanks to Patriot’s 
Legacy Sponsor- Dennis McCurdy with the McCurdy 
Group, as well as Green Acres Antiques and Flea Market, 
AJS Restoration and Construction, Inc., and Action EMS 
for their generosity.

STURBRIDGE — 
Sturbridge Tree Warden 

Tony Crane led a series of 
special tree plantings in cel-

Courtesy

Sixth grade students proudly hold up the Tree City USA flag after bagging & distributing tree seedlings to the students at Burgess 
Elementary.

Courtesy

From left to right: Ellen Thibodeau, Marcia Wildgrube, JoAnn 
Kass, help Leslie Wong with the shovel, plant the weeping Spruce 
at the Senior Center

ebrating Arbor Day 2026.  
He was assisted by Deputy 
Tree Warden Joe Kowalski 
and retired Tree Warden Tom 
Chamberland.

Starting the week of April 
13, in an annual observance 
of Arbor since 1990 over 750 
seedings were bagged and 
distributed by sixth grade stu-
dents at Burgess Elementary 
School.  A highlight of the 
program was a visit to the 
sixth grade class by both 
Tony and Tom to talk about 
the seedlings they bagged, 

as well as the history of, and 
what Tree Wardens do, along 
with the importance of cele-
brating Arbor Day.

Then, on  April 24, the 
Sturbridge Senior Center 
celebrated the 250th 
Anniversary with Senator 
Ryan Fattman as a special 
guest. The event featured 
a tree planting, symboliz-
ing growth, and continuity, 
and encouraged community 
members to contribute let-
ters and pictures for a time 
capsule to be opened in 25 

years. Following the ceremo-
ny, a reception was held as 
the Sturbridge Senior Center 
Bell Ringers performed 
patriotic songs.

The town’s “official” 
arbor day tree planting was 
on April 23, in front of the 
Central Office Building, 
Town employees led by 
Town Administrator Robin 

Grimm assisted Tony & Joe 
in the planting of another 
weeping Spruce.

And finally, in special rec-
ognitions of our country’s 
250th Anniversary a 32 ft 
American Liberty Elm tree 
was planted on the town 
common.  Due to the size of 
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SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Lions Club’s 15th Annual 
Al DiPetro Memorial Golf Tournament enjoyed a terrific turnout 
on Friday, May 15, as 33 teams gathered at Heritage Country Club 
for a day of golf, camaraderie, and community support.

While weather forecasts had many participants keeping an eye 
on the radar throughout the week, Mother Nature cooperated and 
provided a pleasant day for one of the club’s most anticipated 
annual events.

Golfers came from throughout the area and represented local 
businesses, community leaders, longtime friends, retired teachers, 
and even multiple generations of families enjoying a day on the 
course together.

As always, the tournament was about more than golf. The 
event’s success was made possible by the many volunteers who 
handled everything from registration and raffles to contests, food 
service, setup, cleanup, and countless behind-the-scenes details 
that kept the day running smoothly.

The Southbridge Lions Club extends its sincere appreciation 

to the businesses and individuals who generously donated prizes 
and raffle items, including Ed Galonek Sr., Southbridge Credit 
Union, Micknucks, Chris Ciukaj, Incisal Edge Dental Studio, and 
Sunshine Bakery.

The club also thanks its Tee Hole Sponsors for their support: All 
Star Incentive, Arland Tool, Bruso Trucking, Charlton Oil, Corner 
Pocket, Dr. Natalie Stanley, Garieri Jewelers, Paul’s Automotive, 
Pizza Chef, Plaza Auto Parts, Rubens Transport, Sawdust Coffee 
House, Soper Construction, Southbridge Credit Union, Teddie G’s, 
Tutti Quanti, VCOS AUX, VCOS, Dave’s Pest Control, Sturbridge 
Metallurgical, Economy Canvas, Place Motor, Kerrin Graphics, A 
& M Tool and Die, and Central Mass Sunrooms.

Special thanks also go to Heritage Country Club for once again 
serving as a wonderful host for the tournament.

Although final fundraising totals are still being calculated, the 
proceeds will help support the Southbridge Lions Club’s many 
community programs, including vision and hearing assistance, 
scholarships, youth initiatives, and other charitable efforts that 
benefit local residents.

The day concluded with plenty of excitement surrounding the 
raffle prizes, including two large-screen televisions, but the real 
winners will be the community members and organizations that 
benefit from the funds raised.

The Southbridge Lions Club extends its gratitude to everyone 
who played, volunteered, sponsored, donated, or supported the 
event and looks forward to welcoming golfers back to the course 
next year.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Real Estate
Charlton
$615,000, 164 Oxford 

Rd, Bolton, Craig B, and 
Tierney-Bolton, Mary Jane, 
to Kompel, John F, and 
Mateo, Mercedes.

$475,200, 25 N Main St 
#25-A, Joseph Const Services 
Inc, and Joseph, William B, 
to Lenox, Samantha, and 
Schneider, Christian.

$431,000, 34 Northside 
Rd, Poirier, William, 
and Morang, Jillian L, to 
Hanrahan, Laura E, and 
Hanrahan, Brendan Liam.

$376,000, 72 Park Rd, 
Parker, Laurie Ann, to 
Marcotte, Sam Ross.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$460,000, 69 Ellis Rd, 

Premier Rc Properties LLC, 
and Mayer, Christopher J, 

to Negron, Yamelys, and 
Melendez-Lemis, Andres.

$398,000, 411 Dennison 
Dr, Beatrice A Smith Ft, and 
Laplante, Elizabeth A, to 
Reyes, Any Lidia-Torres.

$365,000, 796 Charlton St, 
Kjr Rt, and Daou, Joseph, to 
Butterworth, Joyce A.

$200,000, 6 Walker Ct, 
Champoux, Theresa, to 
Phoenix Properties LLC.

$50,000, 401 E Main St, 
Lariviere, Mark F, to Hazzard 
3rd, Sidney Cyril.

STURBRIDGE
$353,000, 125 Brookfield 

Rd, Anderson 3rd, Edwin 
Hoyle, to Johnson, Catherine.

$238,000, 7 Crescent 
Way #105, Hope, Phyllis J, 
to Erickson, Lisa M, and 
Erickson, David A.

Southbridge Lions Golf 
Tournament scores another success

 Quaboag mini grant 
funds free programs at 
Wales Public Library

WALES — The Friends of the Wales Public Library are thrilled 
to announce a mini-grant awarded from Healthy Quaboag to create 
free events at the library that support wellness, movement, creativity 
and connection!

On Mondays Jun 1, 8, 15, and 22, Sharon Palmer will provide 
Chair Yoga Classes from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and Meditation for 
Managing Stress from 11:45 a.m. - 12:15/12:30 p.m., teens to adult.

On Wednesdays June 24, July 1,8,15, & 22 1:15 – 2 p.m., Kiki 
Morin Will lead a class in Movement with Fun and Games. pre-
school and up with adults encouraged to join in!

On Thursday, July 16 from 10-11 a.m., Elaine Mewhiney will help 
prek - elementary age students with and adult to make some healthy, 
creative snacks together.

To register for any of these programs, email wales@cwmars.org, 
call 413 245-9072, or register through our Facebook page: Wales 
Public Library.



CHARLTON — 
Bay Path Regional 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical High 
School proud-
ly celebrated the 
graduation of 59 
students from its 
Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) 
program last 
evening, mark-
ing a significant 
milestone in the 
program’s contin-
ued growth and 
impact.

The CTI pro-
gram, launched 
in 2024, pro-
vides adult learn-
ers with access 
to high-quality, 
hands-on tech-
nical training 
designed to meet 
regional work-
force demands. 
Last night’s grad-
uates represent a 
diverse group of 
individuals who 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
dedication, per-
severance, and a 
strong commit-
ment to building 
new career path-

ways. Many bal-
anced work, fam-
ily, and personal 
r e spons ib i l i t i e s 
while completing 
rigorous 200-hour 
training programs 
that prepare them 
for immediate 
employment in 
h i g h - d e m a n d 
industries.

“This gradu-
ating class rep-
resents the heart 
of what the CTI 
program is all 
about—opportu-
nity, access, and 
workforce readi-
ness,” said Marci 
Komssi, Program 
Coordinator. “We 
are incredibly 
proud of these 
59 graduates and 
the determination 
they demonstrat-
ed throughout the 
program.”

The success of 
the CTI program 
is made possible 
through continued 
state investment 
and workforce 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
p a r t n e r s h i p s . 

As part of the 
Commonwealth’s 
commitment to 
economic recov-
ery and growth, 
$24.2 million 
was awarded 
to 23 organiza-
tions throughout 
Massachusetts to 
train 2,490 indi-
viduals. These 
strategic invest-
ments, led by the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
W o r k f o r c e 
Skills Cabinet, 
are designed to 
expand access to 
career pathway 
programs and 
better position 
residents to fill 
critical workforce 
needs across the 
state.

Building on this 
momentum, Bay 
Path is expanding 
its program offer-
ings to reach even 
more adult learn-
ers. For the first 
time, the school 

will offer a 200-
hour Building 
Maintenance pro-
gram in a five-
week hybrid 
summer format, 
running from 
June 29 through 
July 31. This pro-
gram is offered in 
partnership with 
MassHire, with 
applications open-
ing this week.

Looking ahead 
to Fall 2026, Bay 
Path will offer 
nine CTI pro-
grams, further 
increasing access 
to career train-
ing opportunities. 
These programs 
include:

• Building
Maintenance
• HVAC
• Culinary
• Manufacturing
• Auto Collision
• Auto
Technology
• Diesel
Mechanic

• Welding
• Electrical
Since its incep-

tion, the CTI pro-
gram has contin-
ued to expand in 
both enrollment 
and program 
diversity, attract-
ing students from 
local commu-
nities as well as 
across the region. 
The program 
remains a crit-
ical component 
of Bay Path’s 
efforts to support 
workforce devel-
opment and pro-
vide meaningful 
career pathways 
for adult learners.

For more infor-
mation about the 
CTI program or to 
apply for upcom-
ing opportunities, 
please contact 
Marci Komssi at 
m k o m s s i @ b a y -
path.net.

C H A R L T O N 
— The Charlton 
Garden Club 
and students at 
Heritage School 
recently collab-
orated on a gar-
dening venture at 
the school. The 
project integrates 
lessons learned 
in the classroom 
with hands-on 
outdoor activities 
and is a part of 
the bigger under-
taking of differ-
ent classrooms 
beautifying areas 
all over Heritage 
School.

T w e n t y - f i v e 
s e c o n d - g r a d e 
students in Lisa 
Biron’s class and 

21 fourth grad-
ers in Maura 
Gordon’s class 
collaborated in 

planting an assort-
ment of flowers, 
herbs, and vege-
tables in colorful 

raised beds bear-
ing their hand-
prints and names.

C h a r l t o n 
Garden Club 
member Maureen 
Standring orga-
nized the opera-
tion with assis-
tance from sev-
eral other Club 
members. The 
Club donated the 
plants, flower 
seeds, some gar-
den tools, and 
garden features. 
The Heritage stu-
dents provided 
enthusiasm and 
“manpower.”

The students 
planted a vari-
ety of flowers, 
including black-

eyed Susans, Bee 
Balm, marigolds, 
sedum, snapdrag-
ons, dahlias, sun-
flowers, and oth-
ers, as well as a 
variety of flower 
seeds. They added 
tomatoes, cucum-
bers, squash, 
parsley, and mint 
to the assortment.

According to 
Biron, this proj-
ect primarily aims 
to build team-
work and also 
teaches students 
the importance 
of sustainability. 
“This is our com-
munity project 
and shows that we 
have pride in our 
school,” she said. 

“We study the life 
cycle of plants in 
class and apply 
those lessons to 
real life.”

For more infor-
mation about the 
Charlton Garden 
Club, please 
email charlton-
g a r d e n c l u b @
gmail.com.
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Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

j j j j j j

I have many hobbies, including 
playing video games, playing the gui-
tar, cooking, and spending time with 
friends and family. My favorite movies 
are Treasure Planet and Pirates of the 
Caribbean, and I especially enjoy sea-
food such as shrimp, tilapia, sushi, crab, 
and lobster. I was part of the Dungeons 
and Dragons Club in high school, where 
I enjoyed connecting with classmates 
and teachers through shared adven-
tures. Since graduating, I have com-
pleted a culinary program and am in-
terested in furthering my culinary skills 
through additional training and courses. 
In the future, I hope to travel more and 

explore new places. 
https://www.mareinc.org/child/25347643487 

Can I Adopt?             
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.            

Jason 
Age 20 

Registration #9202  

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

SUMMER-IN-LINE
LINE DANCING
for Beginners

Thursdays from 5:30 - 8pm (July & August)
Starting July 2, 2026

8 session $70 •(or pay u go $10)
at The Hayloft Barn, Sturbridge, MA

To register - email: forty.arroyo@gmail.com
or call 508 461 7247 LL

(508) 784-1550
MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

Charlton Garden Club supports 
Heritage School planting project

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates, 
expands workforce training programs



Getting married is a major decision that 
comes with a financial to-do list that's arguably 
more important than choosing a venue or a 
cake. Talking openly about money can help set 
you and your partner up for a stronger future.

What financial conversations should I have 
with my fiancé?

Head into your marriage with honest conver-
sations about money, including these four topics:

1. Discuss how your families handled finances when you were 
young, whether you're a spender or saver and what debt you're willing 
to take on.

2. Share how much you each earn, spend, and save. Discuss assets 
and debts, including mortgages, student or auto loans and credit card 
balances; your partner's debt can become joint debt after marriage.

3. Align on a budget as a couple that reflects the life you want to 
build – where you'll live; what you'll spend on housing, travel and 
hobbies; and how often you'll review your finances together.

4. Talk through your goals. Make separate lists of short-, medium- 
and long-term financial dreams and compare them. You'll likely find 
some common ground, and where you don't, look for ways to com-
promise. A financial advisor can help.

Should I ask for a prenup?
Couples with significantly different assets or debts, those expecting 

large inheritances or those blending families are more likely to want 
to consider a prenuptial agreement. A prenup outlines how assets, 
debts, future income, inheritance, and even spousal support will be 
handled during the marriage and if it ends, but it cannot address child 
custody.

Should my new spouse and I blend our finances?
Regarding couples blending finances, there's no one right answer. 

Some couples combine everything; others keep accounts separate and 
many land somewhere in between. Agree on who pays which bills, 

how major decisions get made and what spending 
threshold triggers a check-in.

What financial tasks should we complete after 
getting married?

Once you're married, these six tasks deserve 
attention.

1. Take advantage of the special enrollment 
period, which typically lasts 30 days after getting 
married, to update employer benefits such as 

health insurance. Revisit retirement plan contributions if your com-
bined income has grown.

2. Review insurance coverage. Combining homeowners or renters, 
auto and umbrella policies can often reduce costs. Make sure you 
have enough life insurance.

3. Update beneficiaries on insurance policies, retirement plans, 
investment accounts, bank accounts, and real estate.

4. If you change your name, order multiple copies of your marriage 
certificate. You'll need them to update your Social Security card, 
financial accounts, and employer and medical records.

5. Update your W-4 withholding to reflect your new marital status 
and ask a tax professional whether filing jointly or separately makes 
more sense.

6. Work with an attorney to create or update your will, medical 
directive, and financial and health care powers of attorney. Your estate 
plan should reflect your new life together.

Marriage is a fresh start.
With honest conversations, careful planning, and the right profes-

sional support, you can build a financial foundation as strong as your 
relationship.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

The other day, I arrived early.
Not accidentally. On purpose.
I had an appointment across town, and years of 

experience have taught me that traffic, road con-
struction, misplaced keys and life's general unpre-
dictability can make even a short trip an adventure. 
So I left with plenty of time to spare.

Naturally, I arrived about twenty minutes early.
What struck me wasn't the wait. It was what happened next.
Nothing.
I sat in my car.
No radio. No phone. No errand to squeeze in before the appoint-

ment. No email to check. No task to accomplish.
For 20 whole minutes, absolutely nothing happened. And it felt 

strangely unusual.
There was a time when waiting was simply part of life. You waited 

at the doctor's office. You waited for the barber. You waited for a 
friend to arrive. You waited for a store clerk to finish helping another 
customer. Nobody liked waiting, but nobody expected otherwise.

Today, we've become remarkably efficient at eliminating empty 
moments. Standing in line? Check your phone. Waiting for an 
appointment? Scroll through headlines. Five spare minutes? Answer 
messages. Ten spare minutes? Watch a video. We're rarely alone with 
our thoughts anymore.

Now, I'm not criticizing technology. I enjoy many of the same con-
veniences everyone else does. Being able to find information instantly 
still feels a little miraculous to someone who remembers searching 
through encyclopedia volumes. But I've begun to wonder whether 
we've accidentally crowded something out along the way.

The quiet spaces.
The unused minutes.
The little gaps in the day where our minds once wandered.
Some of my best ideas have arrived when I wasn't actively looking 

for them. Not while working. Not while concentrating. Not while try-
ing to be productive. They showed up while sitting on a park bench, 
waiting for an oil change, staring out a window or taking a slow walk 
with no destination in particular.

For reasons I don't fully understand, the mind 
seems to do important work during those moments. 
It sorts things out. It makes connections. It notices 
details. It remembers things that matter.

I suspect that's one reason older generations often 
appeared comfortable sitting quietly on a porch for 
an hour. As a young man, I never understood it. 
How could someone sit there doing nothing?

Now I realize they probably weren't doing nothing at all.
They were thinking. Observing. Reflecting. Watching the world 

go by.
Those activities may not produce anything measurable, but they are 

hardly a waste of time. In fact, they may be among the most valuable 
uses of time we have.

The older I get, the more I appreciate the difference between being 
busy and being occupied. Busy is rushing from one thing to another. 
Occupied can mean simply being present where you are. One creates 
motion. The other creates perspective.

That afternoon, sitting in my car with twenty unexpected minutes to 
spare, I watched people come and go. A man walked across the park-
ing lot carrying a box that looked heavier than he expected. A woman 
stopped to help an older gentleman reach something that had fallen. 
Two strangers held a door for one another and exchanged a smile.

Nothing remarkable. Nothing that would ever make a headline.
Yet those ordinary moments felt surprisingly interesting once I 

slowed down enough to notice them.
Maybe that's what those empty spaces in our day are really for. 

They give us a chance to pay attention. Not to a screen. Not to a 
schedule. Not to the next thing demanding our attention. To the world 
directly in front of us.

When my appointment time finally arrived, I went inside and got 
on with the day. But I've thought about those twenty quiet minutes 
ever since.

Most of us spend a lot of effort trying to fill every empty space.
Perhaps now and then it's worth leaving one empty.
You never know what might find room to enter.
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To the Editor:
This is a good year to vote! (Well, every year is a good year to vote...). Before 

you go to the polls on June 9, take a look at this year’s Town Council forum/
debate. It is on SCTV, on demand (Town Council Candidate Debate Forum: 
5/19/2026). Many issues and good plans came out of it. An example is in the 
question about evaluating the Town Manager. This is not punitive! It is in his 
contract to have a public evaluation. One candidate, Shelley Klein, brought 
some logic to the discussion with a common practice of having goals and a per-
formance evaluation on them. She also made the suggestion of the town council 
meeting with the school committee more often. Since the town council approves 
their budget, i think that is a good idea as well as being more involved in our 
public education system.

Housing was another topic with candidate Gus Steeves promoting more public 
housing (not corporate owned from outside the town or state). Another councilor 
brought up a good idea of NOT using industrial buildings for housing (due to 

possible structural and age issues as well as possible toxins and dust).
Business in town is a perennial issue and Gus’s suggestion to grow from with-

in with a business incubator in town was a great one.
The regional dispatch is a huge issue (and a ballot question). Thank you to 

candidate Kathi Grenier for putting a human face on it by saying that a regional 
dispatch would allow for dispatchers to step away from this stressful job as 
needed (while another dispatcher could step in). When the first one returns, they 
will be at the “top of their game” for this important job. Several towns within the 
region can pool resources and staff to effectively direct our police, fire and EMS..

“Do what is best for Southbridge” is an oft repeated refrain. I think that is 
clear. Let’s focus on our townspeople (the citizens and taxpayers): Vote Steeves, 
Klein, and Grenier and vote yes on dispatch regionalization.

Thank you!
Maureen Doyle

Southbridge

The weight of yesterday: Why our community must choose tomorrow
To the Editor:

Southbridge is a town with a rich history and a long memory. That memory has 
become a weight we can’t seem to put down.

Walk into any meeting, scroll through social media threads, chat with someone 
at the Common or sit in on any public hearing, and you’ll hear the same refrains: 
what the town used to be before American Optical was no longer. We replay the 
same arguments, elect the same leaders, resurrect the same grudges, and cling to the 
same narratives about decline, empty store fronts, the receivership, that all end in 
languishing disappointment.

Southbridge is stuck because we keep trying to solve today’s problems with yes-
terday’s mindset. We keep electing the same people to office that have led us astray 
in the past.

Our schools are still in receivership. Our tax burden keeps rising while services 
lag. Senior housing and affordable housing for families have been nothing more 
than a passing thought. Downtown storefronts struggle to stay filled and our roads 
continue to crumble.

We cannot keep doing this.
A community that fixates on what went wrong decades ago loses the ability to 

imagine what could go right tomorrow and we stop believing in new possibilities. 
When we treat change as a threat instead of a chance, we guarantee that nothing 
improves.

We are at a crossroads. Our tax rate was set at the highest allowable rate without a 
2 ½ override. We are facing an understaffed fire department, an understaffed dispatch 

department, $30 million in town hall renovations, $100 million in school building 
repairs are needed, rising health insurance premiums, increased fuel prices are only a 
handful of the challenges we are looking at in the future. Many of our senior residents 
are living on fixed incomes, and many of our families have parents working more 
than one job to keep their households going.  We must be creative and thoughtful 
about how these challenges are addressed while considering the financial constraints 
that so many people are experiencing.

Will we remain a town that talks about what it used to be, or a town that becomes 
what it can be? This requires courage. It requires change. It requires letting go of old 
narratives and acknowledging that the future isn’t meant to look like the past and 
that this is not a loss but an opportunity. We can honor our history. We can respect 
the work of those who came before us while still demanding better for those who 
will come after. We can stop fighting the same old battles and build something new. 

But only if we take a chance and choose a new direction.
Next Tuesday, June 9, Southbridge residents will have an opportunity to vote for 

change and a new direction. I am respectfully asking you to consider voting yes to 
regionalize dispatch services. A yes vote will improve public safety while significant-
ly reducing local dispatch costs – saving Southbridge nearly $5 million in the first 
five years. I respectfully ask for your support on Election Day – a vote for Shelley 
Klein is a vote for change.

With sincere gratitude,
Shelley Klein
Southbridge

To the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must include 
the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be 
considered for publication. Only 
the author’s name and the town in 
which they reside will be published. 
Letters submitted without all of the 
required information will not be 
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements 
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time 
for any reason he or she might deem 
appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Ten financial steps to take before and after your wedding day

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Planting more 
than trees

Communities often mark important anniver-
saries with speeches, banners, and ceremonies. 
Those moments have value, but some of the 
most meaningful commemorations are the 
ones that continue growing long after the 
crowds have gone home.

That is what made Sturbridge's Arbor Day 
celebrations this year particularly special.

Over the course of several weeks, Tree 
Warden Tony Crane, Deputy Tree Warden 
Joe Kowalski, retired Tree Warden Tom 
Chamberland, town employees, students, and 
residents all participated in a series of events 
that connected the town's past, present, and 
future. At first glance, these may have seemed 
like simple tree plantings. In reality, they repre-
sented something much larger.

The effort began with one of the commu-
nity's longest-running traditions. Since 1990, 
sixth-grade students at Burgess Elementary 
School have participated in Arbor Day by 
helping distribute hundreds of seedlings. This 
year's students not only prepared more than 
750 seedlings for distribution, but also had the 
opportunity to learn firsthand about the role of 
a tree warden and the importance of steward-
ship. Those lessons may prove just as valuable 
as the seedlings themselves.

Children who learn the value of caring for 
trees today become the adults who will care for 
their communities tomorrow.

The celebrations continued with the 
Sturbridge Senior Center's observance of both 
Arbor Day and the nation's upcoming 250th 
anniversary. A tree planting, a time capsule, 
patriotic music, and community participation 
created a fitting reminder that every generation 
leaves something behind for those who follow. 
The time capsule will eventually offer future 
residents a glimpse into life in Sturbridge today, 
while the newly planted tree will stand as a 
living witness to the passing years.

Meanwhile, town employees joined in plant-
ing a weeping spruce outside the Central Office 
Building, demonstrating that community beau-
tification is not the responsibility of any one 
department or volunteer. It takes a collective 
effort to maintain the public spaces that resi-
dents enjoy every day.

Perhaps the most symbolic moment came 
with the planting of the 32-foot American 
Liberty Elm on the town common. The size 
of the tree required a crane to place it into 
position, an impressive sight in itself. Yet the 
significance of the tree extends far beyond its 
size. The elm was planted in recognition of 
America's 250th anniversary, creating a living 
monument that future generations will enjoy 
long after today's residents are gone.

That may be the greatest lesson Arbor Day 
offers.

Trees require patience. The people who plant 
them rarely experience their full maturity. They 
do the work anyway because they understand 
that the benefits belong not only to them but 
also to those who come after them.

In a world that often rewards immediate 
results, tree planting remains one of the purest 
acts of optimism. It is an investment in a future 
that we may never fully see.

Sturbridge's Arbor Day celebrations were 
successful not simply because trees were plant-
ed. They were successful because they brought 
together students, seniors, town employees, 
volunteers, and community leaders around a 
shared belief that some things are worth doing 
for the benefit of future generations.

As the new seedlings take root and the 
Liberty Elm begins its life on the common, 
they will serve as lasting reminders that com-
munities grow stronger when residents are 
willing to plant seeds whose shade they may 
never sit beneath.

That is a lesson worth celebrating every year.

What’s best for Southbridge is clear

The empty spaces between us

By CHARLES

Lanterns Along
Main Street



DUDLEY — Lydia Julian of Holland 
received the John F. Birch Memorial 
Award at the Nichols College annu-
al Academic Awards Ceremony on 
Tuesday, April 21. This award is given 
to a student who is specializing in 
accounting and entering senior year 
with proven academic excellence.

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned busi-

ness accreditation from the prestigious 
Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB 
International), the longest serving 

global accrediting body for business 
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners, 
educators, and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms 
today's students into tomorrow's lead-
ers through a dynamic, career-focused 
business and professional education. 
Nichols offers real-world learning 
focused on professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, competitive 
athletics, and an unmatched alum-
ni advantage - equipping students to 
exceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu
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Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Member SIPC

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Retirement happens whether you're ready 
or not. Ready is better.
Let's review your strategy.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Thursday price 5/28/26 was $4.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

This program is supported by a 
grant from the Southbridge Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is 

funded by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
Southbridge Recreation Department, 
in partnership with the Southbridge 
Cultural Council, is excited to present 
a lively and engaging performance by 
Henry the Juggler June 25 at 12:30 
p.m. at 153 Chestnut St.

A seasoned professional entertain-
er, Henry the Juggler has delighted 
tens of thousands of audiences up 
and down the East Coast at theaters, 
schools, libraries, festivals, and com-
munity events. With over 40 years 
of experience, Henry blends phys-
ical comedy, movement, and skill 
into a one-of-a-kind performance that 
appeals to audiences of all ages.

Trained at California’s renowned 
Dell’Arte School of Physical 
Comedy, Henry continues to refine 
his craft through studies in Tai Chi, 
Feldenkrais, and Tango. He is an 
active member of the International 
Jugglers Association and the Hats Off 
Performers Guild, and also produces 
the annual New England Performers’ 

Retreat.
Known for his expressive, mostly 

nonverbal style, Henry communicates 
through movement, gestures, and 
humor—often with the help of unex-
pected props and signage. His act fea-
tures a variety of juggling equipment 
including balls, clubs, rings, and even 
torches, along with balancing feats 
such as wire walking and stilt work.

Audiences are advised: Henry is 
“armed (and legged) and danger-
ous” — known to cause spontaneous 
laughter and may involve unsuspect-
ing volunteers from the crowd!

This family-friendly performance 
is funded in part by a grant from 
the Southbridge Cultural Council, 
a local agency supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

For more information, please 
visit the Southbridge Recreation 
Department at https://www.facebook.
com/SouthbridgeRec or https://www.
ci.southbridge.ma.us/532/Recreation

Southbridge Cultural Council 
presents “Henry the Juggler”

Lydia Julian of Holland receives John F. 
Birch Memorial Award from Nichols College



CHARLTON — MTD Micro Molding 
has appointed Chad Nikel as Chief Executive 
Officer, effective May 11. Nikel brings exten-
sive leadership experience, having served as 
President and CEO of a global medtech 
manufacturer. Prior to that, he spent 13 
years at Haemonetics Corporation, rising to 
President, Global Plasma and Blood Center.

Nikel brings an uncommon vantage point 
to this role: he has led a specialized medical 
device CDMO serving global OEM custom-
ers and has managed those partnerships from 
the customer side as well. He understands 
what OEMs need from a specialist manu-
facturing partner — and what it costs when 
that partner can’t deliver. Roughly a third of 
MTD’s new programs arrive either as rescues 
from work that stalled at another molder, or 
as programs no other molder would attempt. 
That is the work MTD is built for.

“What drew me to MTD is specific,” said 
Nikel. “I looked at the capabilities — the 
tooling, the metrology, the cleanroom pro-
duction — and they are impressive. But what 
immediately stood out was the culture: the 
team’s genuine passion for working together 
to solve today’s most complex manufactur-
ing challenges. MTD has always been the 
first to invest in what micro medical manu-
facturing requires next. My job is to continue 
building the capabilities and expertise that let 
us take on the programs others can’t.”

Nikel joins a leadership team strengthened 
by the return and addition of experienced 
industry talent across operations, engineer-
ing, tooling, quality, and commercial strate-
gy. Peter Wojtas, a certified Master Molder 
with a Plastics Engineering degree, rejoins 
MTD with more than 30 years of process 
and automation expertise, helping to further 
optimize procedures and adopt new technol-
ogies. John Clark, who first joined MTD in 
2008 and later oversaw the completion of the 
company’s facility expansion that doubled its 
manufacturing footprint, brings more than 20 
years of tooling excellence and has returned 
as Director of Operations. New to MTD, 
Randy Guertin brings 30 years of medical 
tooling design and leadership, and Nick 

Scenna adds his expertise in managing spe-
cialized manufacturing. Lindsay Mann has 
been promoted to Director of Commercial 
Strategy and Maggie Beauregard to Director 
of Quality, as the company continues to 
deepen its technical expertise and operational 
excellence.

“There’s already an expectation that every 
customer, every program is a long-term part-
nership,” said Nikel. “Our primary focus is 
to continue expanding upon the precision, 
innovation, and responsiveness customers 
have come to expect.”

That culture was established by Dennis 
Tully, a posthumous inductee into the Plastics 
Hall of Fame, who transformed MTD into 

a globally recognized specialist in micro 
medical manufacturing. Under Tully, MTD 
became the smallest company to be named 
Plastics News Processor of the Year, a recog-
nition announced only days after his passing 
in 2019. It remains the standard MTD holds 
itself to today: Ever Forward.

“Chad understands that the culture my 
late husband built — the expectation that 
we solve the hard problem, not the easy 
one — is the asset worth protecting most,” 
said Darlene Tully, Owner of MTD Micro 
Molding. “Companies like MTD earn cus-
tomer trust through technical performance, 
not through promises. That’s what our people 
have delivered for more than 50 years, and 

Chad’s addition to this team strengthens our 
ability to keep doing it.”

About MTD Micro Molding
MTD Micro Molding is a single-source 

manufacturer in Charlton, Mass., specializing 
in minimally invasive medical and health-
tech devices – from complex overmold-
ing applications to bioabsorbable implants. 
Leveraging deep expertise and advanced 
in-house capabilities in tooling, molding, 
automation, and metrology, MTD partners 
with customers to solve micro manufacturing 
challenges and achieve validated production, 
faster speed-to-market, and long-term price 
stability. Learn more at mtdmicromolding.
com.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 6/5 & SATURDAY 6/6

WHOLE BELLY 
CLAMS  

AFTER 5PM

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

the tree a crane was 
used to pick the tree 
from the delivery 

trailer and set for planting. Leading the plant-
ing was Tom Chamberland, assisting in the 
planting were members of the DPW staff and 
Tree Warden Tony Crane. A plaque commem-
orating the official dedication of this 250th 
Anniversary tree will occur later this summer.

Courtesy

From Left to right, Sturbridge Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm, Asst Conservation Agent Lori 
Williams, Asst DPW Director Jacquelyn Burmeister, 
Deputy Tree Warden Joe Kowalski, DPW Director 
Heather Bakeley, Tree Warden Tony Crane, and 
Conservation Agent Lauren Vivier assemble 
around the weeping spruce tree marking the offi-
cial Arbor Day ceremony tree for Sturbridge. 

Courtesy

From left to right, Tree Warden Tony Crane and 
Retired Tree Warden Tom Chamberland stand next 
to the 32 ft American Liberty Elm tree planted on the 
town common in celebration of the National 250th 
Anniversary. The Common was selected for this tree as 
it was the very same grounds that Sturbridge Patriots 
assembled to respond to the call for arms in 1775. 

PLANTING
continued fromcpage  A1

MTD Micro Molding appoints Chad 
Nikel as Chief Executive Officer

Courtesy Photo
Addison Ellithorpe graduated Sunday, May 
10 from Quinnipiac University earning her 
Doctor of Physical Therapy Degree. She is a 
2020 graduate of Tantasqua Regional High 
School.  During her six years at QU she was a 
member of the EQUIP Team, Pro Bono Honor 
Society and was a Health and Wellness Team 
Co-Leader. She was a member of the PT Club 
and served as President in her third year. She 
was a resident assistant, men’s club volley-
ball team manager and received the Harold 
Potts Memorial PT Award. Addison’s clinical 
rotations included outpatient rehab in New 
Haven, Conn.; ortho and neuro in Umbertide, 
Italy and inpatient rehab in Orlando, Fla. QU 
is a private co-ed university in Hamden, Conn. 
known for its career-focused education, pop-
ular programs in health sciences, business and 
communications and its Division I athletics. It 
offers undergraduate, graduate and doctor-
al degrees across multiple schools including 
health sciences, law, business and nursing. The 
university is recognized for its personalized 
attention, hands-on learning and the influen-
tial QU Poll.

Courtesy Photo

Chad Nikel



After watching a 
short video, par-
ticipants explore 
core questions 
about faith, God, 
and purpose. 
Small group dis-
cussions about the 
video encourage 
participants to ask 
key questions and 
share opinions in 
a non-judgmental 
environment.

Young Adult 
Alpha will meet 
on June 22, 23, 29, 
30 and July 7, 13, 
and 14. All meet-
ings take place in 
the Parish Center 
at St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish, 
16 Church St., 
Sturbridge, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will 
be served.

To register or 
for more infor-
mation, contact 
alphasturbridge@
gmail.com.

St. Anne St. 

Patrick Parish is 
an active parish 
community. It 
offers daily Mass 
for worship, reli-
gious education, 
and community 
ministries. It wel-
comes visitors to 
St. Anne Shrine, 
the new Memorial 
for the Unborn, 
the Hall of Saints, 
the Russian Icon 
Exhibit ,  the 
Votive Chapel, 
the Generations 
Statue, and the 
Angel of Hope 
Monument. The 
Daily Rosary is 
recited at 3 p.m. 
in the St. Patrick 
Chapel, and week-
end Masses are 
celebrated in its 
outdoor pavilion 
in the summer. Its 
religious gift shop 
is open every day 
from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m.

STURBRIDGE 
— St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish 
will hold a Young 
Adult Alpha pro-
gram for those 
seeking to explore 
life’s biggest 
questions and the 
foundations of the 
Christian faith in a 
safe and welcom-
ing space. Young 
adults between 
the ages of 18 and 
30 are invited to 
attend this no-cost 
program.

The program 
comprises three 
important com-
ponents: con-
nection, content, 
and conversation. 
Participants share 
light refreshments, 
which helps to 
build friendships. 

BY BRO. JIMMY 
FALZONE

MAJOR GENERAL SALEM 
TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE 
— On May 19, 
John Cloutier, who 
owns and operates 
the Globe Sign 
Company at 15 
Goddard Street in 
Southbridge, was 
completing a proj-
ect by installing a 
new sign he cre-
ated for the Major 
General Salem 
Towne Masonic 
Lodge (MGSTL) in 
Southbridge.

Back on Oct. 
4, 2025, both 
Quinebaug Lodge 
and Webster Lodge 
merged to form 
MGSTL. John 
founded Globe Sign 
while still a lively 
young man and has 
successfully run 
the business for 39 
years. He started 
this sign and vehi-
cle graphics mak-
ing business when 
he was 21 years 

old back in 1987 at 
the Globe Village 
Mills complex 
near West Street in 
Southbridge.

Over the past 39 
years, Globe Sign 
has produced five 
signs for our organi-
zation, three for the 
Masonic Lodge and 
two for the Doric 
Chapter Lodge. 
John Cloutier has 
also created signs 
for well-known 
local business-
es, including the 
Public House, 
Old Sturbridge 
Village, Dexter 
Russell, and Hyde 
Manufac tu r ing . 
Much of his work 
comes through 
referrals, as peo-
ple often notice 
the quality of his 
craftsmanship and 
ask who created the 
sign. He also owns 
The Logo Shop, 
which he operates 
with his sons, Jack 
and Sam, from the 
same building. In 
addition to signage, 

Globe Sign offers 
custom screen print-

ing and embroidery 
for T-shirts and hats. 

For more informa-
tion about Globe 

Sign or The Logo 
Shop, contact John 
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9WEEKLY SPECIAL

Check out our $19.99 
Three-Course Meal Deals

 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Make 
Reservations 

for our 
Fathers’ 

Day Brunch

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
6/5        JEFF ANDERSON

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS
389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)

508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

11” Hanging Baskets 

2 for $42
 or $24.99 ea.

6 for $46
                or $7.99 each
Over 22 different types 

of plants to choose 
from!

Variety’s include: Ageratum, Angelonia, , Celosia, 
Coleus, Cosmos, Euphorbia, Evolvulus, Fuchsia, Ga-
zena, Geraniums, Heliotrope, Hummingbird lunch, 
Lantana, Lobelia, Lysimachia, Million bells, New 

Guinea impatiens, Petunia, Portulaca, Silver Falls, 
Sunscape daisy, Sweet potato vine, & Verbena.

Support locally grown (in Spencer) and family owned small business
We grow 1000’s of Hanging baskets & plants and regularly restock our garden center

6” Premium Annuals

June 13 & 14,2026
10am-4pm
at the Putnam 

Municipal Complex
200 School St, Putnam, CT
A day of art, demonstrations, live music, 

and fun! Over 55 artists on display 
featuring paintings, pottery, photography, 

woodworking, jewelry and more. Free 
parking, admission, and shuttle. After the 

festival, relax in one of Putnam’s wonderful 
restaurants and visit our unique businesses. 
Info: PutnamCtArtsCouncil.com 

SPONSORED BY

Putnam Area 
Foundation

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Out with the old, in with the new

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish announces Young Adult Alpha Program

Courtesy

John Clouiter all smiles as he removes the old Quinebaug Masonic lodge 
sign in the sweltering heat.

Courtesy

John just finished putting up the new Major General Salem Towne Lodge 
sign and cleaning and wiping the surface down.

Courtesy Photo

LOCAL NURSE RECEIVES NIGHTINGALE 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN NURSING
National Nurses Week takes place annually to celebrate the contributions 
and impact of nurses in healthcare systems. This May, Michelle Boivin RN, 
BSN, BA, OCN Southbridge received a Nightingale Award in recognition 
of her commitment to the nursing profession. The Nightingale Awards for 
Excellence in Nursing recognize outstanding nurses for their dedication, 
leadership, and clinical expertise. Boivin has dedicated more than 25 
years to the nursing profession, practicing in pediatrics and adult oncol-
ogy. Her award followed the nomination by her peers in the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit at Connecticut Children’s for her expert patient care, 
leadership initiatives and role model behavior. She was celebrated on 
May 5 at the Connecticut Convention Center at this year’s Nightingale 
Gala with other award recipients from across the region.

Cloutier at john@
globesignco.com or 
call 508-764-4809. 
To learn more about 
Freemasonry and 

find a lodge near 
you, visit massfree-
masonary.org.
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BOSTON — Grace Garon 
of Charlton has been select-
ed to the College Sports 
Communicators (CSC) 
Softball Academic All-
District Team, as announced 
by the CSC on May 26.

Garon makes her first CSC 
Academic All-District Team 
in her first year eligible. She 
started in all 40 games in her 
second season, asserting her-
self as one of the team's most 
dangerous hitters. Garon fin-
ished her second campaign 
batting .319 with 36 hits and 
34 RBI's.

Nomination to the CSC 

Academic All-District Team 
requires a combination 
of academic and athletic 
achievements to be selected. 
Academically, student-ath-
letes must be at least a soph-
omore in academic standing 
and hold a 3.50 cumulative 
GPA. Athletically, those 
selected must start in 66 per-
cent of their team's games or 
participate in 90 percent of a 
team's contests. For pitchers, 
a student-athlete must have 
made at least 17 appearances 
or pitched 35 innings.

With more than 80 
majors and areas of study, 

Emmanuel College com-
bines outstanding classroom 
instruction and real-world 
experience to prepare stu-
dents for lives of profes-
sional achievement, lifelong 
learning, and purpose. Voted 
the #1 college location in 
America in 2026 by Niche.
com, Emmanuel offers ready 
access to world class med-
ical, cultural, and business 
organizations in the Heart of 
Boston, all with a tight-knit 
17-acre campus and 13:1 stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio. Learn 
more at Emmanuel.edu.

WORCESTER — Holy 
Cross celebrated the 803 
bachelor of arts degree 
recipients at its 180th 
Commencement held on 
Friday, May 22 at the 
DCU Center in Worcester.

Charlie Baker, president 
of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association 
(NCAA) and former gov-
ernor of Massachusetts, 
delivered this year's 
address to the Class of 
2026 and received an hon-
orary degree.

In his remarks, Baker 
emphasized the impor-
tance of resilience, person-
al growth and community, 
encouraging graduates to 
embrace life's unexpect-
ed turns and define them-

selves through character.
"Life is a journey, not a 

destination," said Baker. 
"The goal is to take the 
paths that give you the 
best chance to grow, find 
meaning in what you do, 
and become the very best 
version of yourself. These 
are the paths that embrace 
perseverance, build char-
acter and define purpose."

In addition to Baker, 
Holy Cross also award-
ed an honorary degree to 
Tim Garvin, president and 
CEO of the United Way of 
Central Massachusetts.

The following local stu-
dents earned degrees:

Molly Hachey of 
Charlton

Erin Moran of Charlton, 

Cum Laude
Ivori Hidalgo of 

Southbridge
About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy 

Cross, in Worcester, is 
among the nation's leading 
liberal arts institutions. A 
highly selective, four-year, 
exclusively undergraduate 
college of 3,200 students, 
Holy Cross is renowned 
for offering a rigorous, 
personalized education in 
the Jesuit, Catholic tradi-
tion. Since its founding 
in 1843, Holy Cross has 
made a positive impact 
in society by graduating 
students who distinguish 
themselves as thoughtful 
leaders in business, pro-
fessional and civic life.
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Arthur G. Freeman, Jr., 
affectionately known as 
“Chipper” by his family and 
friends, passed peacefully at 
his home on May 12, 2026, 
after a brave and valiant 
battle with cancer. Born in 
Worcester, MA, on November 
19, 1946, Arthur was a bea-
con of love, joy, and laughter 
throughout his 79 years of 
life.

Chipper was the cherished 
son of the late Gloria Richford 
and Arthur Freeman, Sr., and 
was predeceased by his infant 
son, Arthur Freeman Jr. the 
second. He leaves behind 
a legacy of love through 
his devoted wife, Patricia 
(Duefield/Latour) Freeman, 
with whom he shared 56 
wonderful years of marriage. 
Their union, marked by a 
commitment to strong bonds and play-
ful banter, began on May 22, 1970, 
and remains an inspiring testament to 
enduring love and partnership.

A proud father, Chipper is sur-
vived by his five children: Anthony 
Latour of Oxford, MA; Joanne Dusoe 
of Thompson, along with her part-
ner Jeffrey Plumb; Louie Latour of 
Charlton, MA; Mike Freeman and 
his partner Kim Bilodeau of Oxford, 
MA; and Gloria Freeman and her 
partner Harley Davis of Oxford, MA; 
and his half brother John Freeman on 
Saratoga, New York. His legacy contin-
ues through his 10 grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren, who brought 
immense joy to his life.

Chipper’s sense of duty and service 
was evident from an early age. After 
completing high school, he enlisted in 
the United States Navy in 1964, serving 
with honor on the USS Voge (DE 1047) 

until 1967. His service to his 
country was a source of pride, 
and he often reminisced fond-
ly about his time in the Navy.

His professional life was 
marked by dedication and 
hard work as a truck driver 
for Automatic Rolls/Northeast 
Foods, where he was a proud 
member of Teamsters Local 
170 until his retirement. 
Beyond his career, Chipper 
found fulfillment in simple 
pleasures—traveling with 
Patricia, enjoying golf, and, 
most notably, sharing his 
signature “dad jokes” with 
anyone willing to listen. His 
humor was infectious, and he 
might jest, “I am survived by 
everyone who ever laughed 
at my jokes. And some who 
didn’t.”

Arthur’s warmth, generos-
ity, and infectious smile left a lasting 
impact on all who had the privilege 
of knowing him. He was a man of 
immense kindness, with a gift for gab 
that made others feel welcomed and 
valued. His ability to connect with 
people from all walks of life was truly 
remarkable.

The family extends heartfelt gratitude 
to the staff at Metro West Hospice, 
who provided invaluable support 
during Arthur’s final months, and to 
the UMASS Chan School, to which he 
donated his body for scientific research. 
In accordance with his wishes, no for-
mal memorial services will be held. 
However, a celebration of his life will 
be announced in the near future, invit-
ing all who wish to honor his memory.

Chipper’s life was a testament to 
love, service, and laughter. His spirit 
will forever live on in the hearts of 
those who loved him.

Arthur G. Freeman, Jr.
November 19, 1946 - May 12, 2026

OBITUARIES

Auction
The equipment was owned and 

abandoned by John Carpenter of 
Carpenter Molds, located at 316 

County Home Road,
Thompson CT 06277.

The items listed are HURCO CNC 
MILL

The auction will be held at 342 
Compass Circle,

Unit B4
North Kingston, RI 02852 

June 12, 2026 at 9am
May 21, 2026
May 22, 2026
May 28, 2025
June 4, 2026

TOWN OF CHARLTON
CHARLTON DPW
100 FLINT ROAD

CHARLTON, MA 01507
(508) 248-2212

I. ADVERTISEMENT/PUBLIC 
NOTICE

TOWN OF CHARLTON – 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

INVITATION FOR BIDS
FY2027-01

PAVEMENT SURFACING
 OF VARIOUS STREETS

Sealed bids for the Pavement 
Surfacing of Various Streets Town of 
Charlton (hereinafter referred to as 
“The OWNER”) will be received at the 
Town Administrator’s Office, Charlton 
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton MA, 01507 until 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 at which 
time they will be publicly opened and 
read. No late bids accepted.
Obtaining Bid Packages: 
Specifications, general instructions, 
and Bid Forms must be obtained 
at the Town Administrator’s Office, 
Charlton Municipal Offices, 37 Main 
Street, Charlton, MA 01507 between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday via pick-
up at the Town Administrator’s Office, 
by email mary.devlin@townofcharlton.
net, or call (508) 248-2206. Bidders 
are required to submit on the Bid 
Forms provided.
Bid Deposit: All bids over $10,000 
MUST be accompanied by a bid 
deposit in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of the bid in the form of cash, a 
bid bond, or a certified check made 
payable to the Town of Charlton. The 
bid deposit will be forfeited if the bidder 
fails to execute the contract and satis-
factory Bond within ten (10) days after 
the contract may have been awarded 
to them.
Conditions of Contract: All awarded 
contracts shall be subject to the Special 
Contract Conditions that accompany 
this bid package. Successful Bidders 
will be required to produce a certificate 

of insurance. All work being performed 
requires 100% Performance Bond and 
a 50% Payment Bond in accordance 
with G.L. c. 149, section 29. The bidder 
shall be able to start work under this 
contract and after the acceptance by 
the Select Board.
Wage Rates: All wage rates will 
comply with those established by the 
Commonwealth Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development, M.G.L., 
Chapter 149, Section 26-27G as set 
forth in the contract documents.
Prequalification: Bidders for all proj-
ects that cost over $50,000 must be 
prequalified by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (former-
ly Mass. Highway Department). All 
bidders shall be subject to Section 34 
of Chapter 90, must be prequalified 
in accordance with 720 CMR 5.00 
“Prequalification’s of Contractors”. This 
will apply to horizontal construction 
only.
MassDOT prequalification of con-
tractors with the class of work as 
PAVEMENT SURFACING for the 
project with an estimated value of 
$336,752.46 will be required.
Award/Rejection: The OWNER 
reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, and to waive minor informalities in 
the bids, or to accept the bid deemed 
best for the OWNER. The OWNER 
further reserves the right to award all 
portions of the contract to one bidder. 
In this case, the price bid by the bid-
der for each item as detailed on the 
Bid Form shall remain the same. The 
contract will be awarded to the lowest, 
responsible and eligible bidder.
June 4, 2026
June 11, 2026

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Select Board

Public Hearing
 National Grid has made a petition to 
the Sturbridge Select Board to install 
one (1) JO Pole on Burgess School 
Road beginning at a point approxi-
mately 846 feet north of centerline of 
the intersection of Main Street and 
Burgess School Road. Installing Pole 
#4-89 in a public way to guy corner 
pole. The pole hearing will take place 
on  Monday, June 15, 2026 at 6:45 
p.m. at the Sturbridge Town Hall, 2nd 
floor, Veteran’s Memorial Hall located 
at 308 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566. 
June 4, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 

public hearing on June 17, 2026, at 
7PM on the application of Robert Mills.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the installation of temporary rip rap on 
the bank of South Charlton Reservoir. 
Address: 93 Leland Drive, Charlton, 
MA, 01507.  Parcel ID: 73A-A-45
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by EZ Learning 
Realty LLC to Middlesex Loans 
LLC, dated December 11, 2023, and 
recorded at the Worcester County 
(Southern District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 69982, Page 207, of 
which mortgage the undersigned 
together is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction, at 11:00 A.M. 
on the 11th day of June 2026, at 
100 North Street, Southbridge, MA 
01550, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage,
To wit:
The land in Southbridge, with 
the buildings thereon and all 
privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, more particularly 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the 
southerly line of North Street, 39 
feet westerly from the corner of said 
Street and Crystal Street;
THENCE westerly by said North 
Street, 55 feet, 1 inch to an iron pin;
THENCE southerly by land now or 
formerly of Alfredo and Clorinda 
Francazzi, 47 feet, 5 inches to an 
iron pin;
THENCE westerly at right angles 
by the last named land, 8 feet to an 
iron pin;
THENCE southerly at right angles 
by the last named land, 49 feet, 1 
inch to an iron pin at land now or 
formerly of the Estate of Morton et 
al;
THENCE easterly, 34 feet 2 inches 
to an iron pin in the ground; 
THENCE northerly, 17 feet, 10 
inches to an iron pin in the ground;

THENCE again, easterly 21 feet, 10 
inches to an iron pin in the ground 
at land now or formerly of Guiseppi
A. Salviuola;
THENCE northerly by last named 
land, 70 feet, 6 inches to the point 
of beginning.
Said land is conveyed subject to and 
with the privilege of enjoying two 
certain rights of way to pass from 
said North Street to the building 
on the above-granted premises, 
first, that right of way described in 
an indenture dated November 16, 
1926 between Channing M. Wells 
et al and Francazzi and recorded 
with Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds in Book 2423, Page 332, and 
second, that right of way described 
in a deed from said Channing M. 
Wells et al to Guiseppi A. Salviuola 
dated July 17, 1928 and recorded 
with said deeds.
For title see deed recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 
66274, Page 300.
Premises to be sold and conveyed 
subject to and with the benefit of 
all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
improvements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
tax liens, water and sewer liens and 
any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the deed.
Terms of sale: A deposit of five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) by certified 
or bank check will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by wire transfer to 
Ligris + Associates, PC, 1188 Centre 
Street, 2nd Floor, Newton, MA 
02459 on or before thirty (30) days 
from the date of sale. Deed will be 
provided to purchaser for recording 
upon receipt in full of the purchase 
price. In the event of an error in 
this publication, the description 
of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control.
Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
Middlesex Loans LLC,
Present holder of said mortgage, 
By its Attorneys,
Ligris + Associates, 
PC 1188 Centre Street
Newton Center, MA 02459 (617) 274-
1500
May 21, 2026
May 28, 2026 
June 4, 2026

LEGALS

Local students graduate from 
College of the Holy Cross

Local student named to 
Academic All-District Team



ROCHESTER, N.Y. — 
Nazareth University is proud 
to announce that Matthew 
Schirm of Fiskdale has been 
named to the dean's list for 
the spring 2026 semester.

A student's grade point 
average must be at least 3.5 
or above, and they must 
complete 12 credit hours of 
graded work that semester in 
order to be included on the 
dean's list at Nazareth.

Nazareth University is 
an inclusive community of 
inspired learners, educators, 
and changemakers who for 
100 years have been driven by 
a bold commitment to action, 
empathy, equity, and leading 
innovation for the common 
good. Impact experiences are at 
the heart of a Nazareth educa-
tion, preparing each student to 
discover within themselves the 
potential to cultivate positive 
change in their life's work, in 
any career field, and in a world 
that is constantly evolving and 
infinitely interconnected.

Our broad academic offer-
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates
774.452.0321

PAINTING Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.
Landscaping

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 
 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

COLONNA 
ELECTRIC  

LLC
Lic.# A1-8844

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL, 

GENERATORS,
FIRE ALARM & 
EV CHARGERS

   Call 
(508)

234-4889

ELECTRICIAN

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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Nazareth University student Matthew Schirm 
of Fiskdale earns Spring Dean’s List honors

Central Mass. farmers’ market season starts now!

ings present a range of study 
options typical of big uni-
versities, yet achieved in our 
supportive campus culture. 

Nearly 2,100 undergrad 
and 600 graduate students 
enroll in degree and certif-
icate programs and engage 

in collaborative, transforma-
tive learning experiences, 
preparing them for the pro-
fessions and society of today 

and tomorrow. In a learning 
community that purpose-
fully integrates liberal arts 
and professional programs, 

Nazareth graduates launch 
lifetimes of changemaking 
leadership in communities 
and workplaces near and far.

REGION — May marks 
the semi-official beginning 
to farmers market season, 
with many of the season-
al farmers’ markets in our 
region starting their regular 
schedules, with more start-
ing in June. Central Mass 
Grown is proud to support 
more than two dozen farmers 
markets across the Worcester 
County area.

Just in the city of 
Worcester, residents can 
choose from no less than 
six different markets, includ-
ing the markets run by the 
Regional Environmental 
Council, both the Beaver 
Brook Market (306 
Chandler St.) Friday morn-
ings starting June 12 and the 
University Park Market (965 

Main St.) Saturday morn-
ings starting June 13, plus 
the Out To Lunch Market 
on the Worcester Common 
Oval behind City Hall every 
Wednesday from June 24 
to Aug. 26. On Sundays, 
there’s both the Market on 
Exchange Street starting 
May 17th and the Brussels 
Street Market starting June 
7. And on Thursdays, check 
out the Burncoat Center 
for Arts and Wellness at 78 
Burncoat St. for their new 
farmers market starting May 
14th. Some of these mar-
kets feel like festivals, while 
others are farmers markets 
in the truest sense, focused 
on offering fresh food and 
agricultural products directly 
from local farms.

Throughout the region, 
there’s a market nearly every 
day of the week: for exam-
ple, the Sturbridge Farmers 
Market on Sunday, Holden 
on Tuesday, Grafton on 
Wednesday,

Westborough on Thursday, 
and Westminster on Friday. 
And so many, many more 
markets featuring a wide 
variety of items you won’t 
find anywhere in supermar-
kets, including purple cauli-
flower, celeriac, husk cher-
ries, goat cheese, duck eggs, 
or alpaca wool socks!

Every farmers’ market is 
important to the farmers and 
other vendors that are there.

According to Central Mass 
Grown Executive Director 
David Reed, “Farmers mar-

kets are a vital source of 
revenue for farmers, because 
every dollar goes right back 
to them. And they are an 
important way for consum-
ers to see where their food, 
flowers, wool, and soap all 
come from. If you usually 
shop in a big box store or 
online, you’ve never had a 
real chance to know any-
thing about what you are 
buying.”

Most farmers markets 
in our region have one or 
more farms that participate 
in the Healthy Incentives 
Programs, a benefit con-
nected to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). SNAP 
recipients can use their 
EBT card to purchase fresh 

produce from participating 
farms and receive an imme-
diate refund to their card, 
up to a monthly limit that 
is based on household size. 
The end result? Free farm-
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
and the reward of knowing 
you supported your local 
farm!

So this summer season, 
visit a farmers’ market and 
take a second to say hi to 
your local farmers. The 
farmers want to meet you. 
They want to say hi. Because 
farming is hard work, and 
they do it because they love 
it and they want you to love 
it, too.

Find out more about local 
farmers markets at central-
massgrown.org.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

The Killdeer 
Island Club 

Neighborhood 
Yard Sale

 will be held on
 Saturday, June 6th 
on  Killdeer Island, 

Webster
 from 8:00 AM

 to 2:00 PM. 
Raindate is June 7th.

Apartment for rent
 7 Lyon Street, 
SOUTHBRIDGE

first floor, garage 
included

3 bedroom, no 
pets, non smoker

Call 508-764-6425

LAWN MOWER 
MAN WANTED!

FREE PICK UP 
ONLY

Whitinsville, MA
Bureau- 

10 drawer 
Large couch 
with day bed

Call 508-266-0178

www.StonebridgePress.com

Joshua Hyde Public Library
306 Main St. , 

Sturbridge
508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

The Library will be 
closed on Friday, June 
19th for Juneteenth.

Wednesdays from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm

WEEKLY TECH 
HELP

Free tech assistance! 
Bring your own device 
or use our available 
computers. We can 
assist with: Printing, 
E-mailing, Microsoft 
Office Suite, Google 
Suite, word processing, 
digitizing photos and 
scanning documents, 
setting up eBooks and 
audio books through 
Libby onto your tablet 
or smartphone, device 
setup and updates, basic 
smartphone and tablet 
use, accessing Library 
databases and resourc-
es, and more. Need help 
with something else? 
Just ask! Please note: 
This is BASIC tech assis-
tance. We cannot repair 
broken devices, recover 
lost passwords, or enter 
your private information 
(such as a bank number) 
online. Please have your 
passwords ready. Please 
make an appointment.

Wednesday, June 3 - 
5:30pm to 7:30pm

COLOR ME CALM
Slow down, settle in, 

and color. Drop by the 
library for a friendly, 
low-key coloring ses-
sion. We’ll provide a 
wide variety of coloring 
pages and plenty of sup-
plies. Come explore a 
creative activity that has 
been shown to support 
mindfulness and reduce 
everyday stress. This 
program is suitable for 
teens and adults.

Wednesday, June 3 - 
6:30pm to 7:30pm

BOOK DISCUSSION: 
ATMOSPHERE BY 
TAYLOR JENKINS 

REID
Join us for a discussion 

of the book Atmosphere 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid. 
Books are available 
through the library and 
downloadable on Libby. 
This Pride Month event 
is sponsored by the 
Friends of the JHPL and 
presented in collabora-
tion with the Charlton 
Public Library and the 
Jacob Edwards Library, 
Southbridge.

Thursday, June 4 - 
2:00pm to 3:30pm at the 
Senior Center

BECOMING THE 
ANCESTOR YOUR 
FAMILY REMEMBERS: 
D O C U M E N T I N G 
YOUR OWN LIFE

This session offers 
practical guidance on 
documenting your own 
life story using a variety 
of formats—from job 
applications and photo 
captions to vivid per-
sonal memories. Leave 
behind more than just 
dates—leave your voice, 
your story, and your leg-
acy. This event is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the JHPL in coopera-
tion with the Sturbridge 
Council on Aging.

Monday, June 8 
through Saturday, June 
13 - all day

PRIDE RAINBOW 
SCAVENGER HUNT

Red, orange, yel-
low, green, blue, pur-
ple - so many colors! 
What can you find in 
our Children's Room? 
Complete the scavenger 
hunt and win a fun prize 
to help celebrate Pride 
month! This is a drop in 
program and no registra-
tion is required.

Monday, June 8 
- 7:00pm to 8:00pm - 
Virtual

SUMMER ROMANCE 
B E A C H  R E A D 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
WITH LORELEI

We have so much fun 
with Lorelei that we are 

thrilled to have her back 
again. This time, Lorelei 
will be chatting about 
the books she's looking 
forward to reading this 
summer - the best of 
romance beach reads! 
Please register for this 
event and you'll receive 
the link in the confir-
mation and reminder 
emails. This program 
is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Ashland 
Public Library and they 
are thrilled to be part-
nering with a multitude 
of MA and NH libraries.

Tuesday, June 9 - 
10:45am to 11:30am

LOVE MAKES 
A FAMILY: PREK 
STORYTIME

Children of all ages 
and their families are 
invited to join us for 
a special Pride-themed 
story time celebrating 
what makes a family a 
family, no matter what 
it looks like. We'll read 
a book or two and make 
fun, rainbow-themed 
crafts.

Wednesday, June 10 - 
10:45am to 11:30am

BABY TIME ON THE 
COMMON

Join us for a spe-
cial Baby Time on the 
Common. We’ll enjoy a 
beautiful morning while 
we sing, read books, and 
play with our friends. 
This program is weather 
dependent. Feel free to 
bring items needed to 
enjoy time outside.

Thursday, June 11 
- 7:00pm to 8:00pm - 
Virtual

AUTHOR PANEL: 
A JOURNEY TO 
DISCOVERY

Boyden Library, 
Foxborough, will be 
hosting an author panel 
of three YA authors who 
will share their person-
al journey of discovery 
of identity and growing 
up LGBTQIA+! We wel-
come authors Matteo L. 
Cerilli (he/him), Josh 

Galarza, and Lin / L.T. 
Thompson (they/them) 
to our virtual stage. This 
is a virtual program and 
registration is required.

Monday, June 15 
- 7:00pm to 8:00pm - 
Virtual

LOST: AMELIA 
EARHART’S THREE 
M Y S T E R I O U S 
DEATHS AND ONE 
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y 
LIFE WITH RACHEL 
HARTIGAN

Join author Rachel 
Hartigan as she dis-
cusses her book, "Lost: 
Amelia Earhart's Three 
Mysterious Deaths 
and One Extraordinary 
Life". Unravel one of 
history's greatest mys-
teries in this spellbind-
ing narrative exploring 
three leading theories of 
Amelia Earhart’s tragic 
disappearance. This is 
a virtual program and 
registration is required. 
This program is spon-
sored by the Friends 
of the Ashland Public 
Library and they’re 
thrilled to be collaborat-
ing with a multitude of 
MA libraries.

Tuesday, June 16 - 
6:30pm to 7:45pm

C O O K B O O K 
AUTHOR TALK 
& TASTING: THE 
REVOLUTION WILL 
BE WELL FED

Join author Corrie 
Locke-Hardy and learn 
about the Black Panther 
Party’s free breakfast 
program and other social 
movements while sam-
pling recipes from the 
book. *Note: The rec-
ipes were developed 
using all-purpose glu-
ten-free flour but read-
ers can easily swap in 
all-purpose wheat flour. 
This Pride Month event 
is sponsored by the 
Friends of the JHPL and 
presented in collabora-
tion with the Charlton 
Public Library and the 
Jacob Edwards Library, 
Southbridge

Wednesday, June 17 - 
10:45am to 11:30am

BABY TIME AT THE 
LITTLE BARN

Join us for a special 
Baby Time at The Little 
Barn! We'll sing songs, 
read a book, and then 
play together in The 
Little Barn's indoor play 
space. The first 15 crawl-
ers/walkers who arrive 
will receive a ticket for 
free entry courtesy of 
the Friends of the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library. 
After the first 15 crawl-
ers/walkers, there will 
be a reduced fee of $10 
per child to enter. All 
infants who are not yet 
crawling may enter for 
free. Children must be 
accompanied by a care-
giver.

Wednesday, June 17 - 
6:30pm to 7:30pm

LOOSE ENDS 
P R O J E C T:  A N 
I N F O R M A T I O N 
SESSION

The Loose Ends 
Project, a global non-
profit crafting network, 
aims to ease grief, create 
community, and inspire 
generosity by matching 
volunteer handwork fin-
ishers with projects left 
undone due to death, 
illness, or disability. 
During this informa-
tion session, you'll learn 
how to submit a loved 
one's textile project to 
be completed by a vol-
unteer and how to vol-
unteer your time and 
crafting skills to help 
someone get a treasured 
project completed.

Thursday, June 18 - 
9:00am to 11:00am

BOOK DISCUSSION 
BREAKFAST

Come enjoy a light 
breakfast while planning 
for the upcoming year of 
the Armchair Travelers 
2026/2027. Don’t forget 
to bring your book sug-
gestions! Registration is 
required

Thursday, June 18 - 
6:00pm to 7:00pm

LEGO CLUB
Come build with 

Legos. Suitable for 
children ages 5 to 12 
with an adult caregiver. 
Registration is required.

Tuesday, June 23 - 
6:30pm to 7:30pm

WORLD BUILDING 
BOOK GROUP

This month’s book 
is “Exhalation” by Ted 
Chiang.

Tuesday, June 23 
- 6:30pm to 7:30pm - 
Virtual

WE WERE ALWAYS 
HERE: UNCOVERING 
QUEER HISTORY IN 
EVERY ERA

From the Friends of 
Dorothy to Boston mar-
riages, LGBTQIA+ peo-
ple have been living as 
their authentic queer 
selves in every era, in 
every culture. Gender 
queer inclusion con-
sultant, Ali Kane (she/
they) will share queer 
stories from the 1600s 
to the 1960s. From these 
accounts, you will gain 
a glimpse into queer 
lives throughout histo-
ry, as well as explore 
how these truths were 
uncovered and strategies 
for preserving queer his-
tory today. This Pride 
Month event is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the JHPL and presented 
in collaboration with the 
Charlton Public Library, 
the Jacob Edwards 
Library in Southbridge, 
and other MA libraries.

Summer reading 
begins Wednesday, June 
24 and this year’s theme 
is “Unearth a Story”.

All programs are spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the JHPL unless other-
wise indicated.

To register for pro-
grams and for more 
information go to stur-
bridgelibrary.org.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

OXFORD- 7 ROOM COLONIAL
*2 Full Baths

*1st Floor 
Main Bedroom

*10x35 Po-
tential 

Great Room
*Updates 
Include: 

Recent Roof, 
Electric, 
Heating3 Elm St. $445,000

BROOKFIELD- 
55+ COMMUNITY LIVING

*Cathedral Ceilings Throughout *2 Full Baths
Floor to Ceiling Stone Fireplace * New Flooring 

Throughout * New Stainless Steel Appliances* Trex Deck
20 Deer Run $285,000

WORCESTER 3 UNITS
*3 Bedrooms 
Each unit
*Replacement 
Wndows
*6/6/6 Rooms 
Each Unit
*Hardwood 
Floors
*In Unit Washer 
and Dryer
*Gas Heat25 Almon Ave $825,000

DUDLEY NEW CONSTRUCTION

126/128 Old Southbridge Rd $699,000

*Hardwood 
Floors throughout
*8’ Center Island

 w/ Quartz 
Countertops

*2.5 Baths
*Privacy 

Wooded Setting
*1 hr. to 

Providence, 
Boston Hartford

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

 BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME ON 30.2 ACRES 
IN SOUTHBRIDGE/DUDLEY

Private Wooded Setting

SIMILAR DESIGN

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake –
 302 Killdeer Island  

Lakefront home w/1,700+/- 
sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/
living w/cathedral ceilings + 
wall of windows. Full baths. 
Lower level family room w/
walkout to water.                         

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this ab-
solutely lovely home. 2600 +/- 
SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car 
detached garage! 63’ +/- wa-
terfront.  .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-
terfront!                        $1,100,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac! 
1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs, 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC.  A 
comfortable open space w/lots of natural light, private main 
BR w/California closets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap ac-
cessible wide-door roll-in shower.  Offers a half acre of land 
Close to I-84 & Sturbridge.                               $459,000

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic 
Views across mid-section 
of Webster Lake! View the 
lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. 
Fireplaced Living Room! 
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront!!
On Indian Point # 10

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre 
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 
1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-
places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,  $525,000

Featured Listing Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 
OPEN HOUSE! SUN. 11 - 2

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) 
Commercial Building, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Economical, Efficient 

Natural Gas FHA 
Heat & Cooling.  
Its close proximity 
to Successful Na-
tional Franchised 
Businesses gen-
erates Significant 
Commerce at this 
Location.  Conven-
ient Access. 

List Price:
 $ 615,000

Webster - 4 Eastern Ave
 Featured New Listing!

OPEN HOUSE JUNE 7 11 -1
Coming Soon! 1st Time Offered! Beautifully 
maintained, 1 Owner Raised Ranch. Loving-
ly cared for, with a newer kitchen, windows, 
roof, water heater, & 3-season porch, over-
sized living rm, remodeled bath, 3 BRs, Pri-
mary BR w/full bath, 2 car garage, Bonus: A 
Lower Level Walkout 1 BR Apartment! 
 Price: $569,900.

Webster - 3 Oakwood Dr
 Featured New Listing!

Meticulously maintained Colonial, 2,042 sf +/-, 4 
BRs, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car garage, conveniently located 
on a park-like one acre, picturesque views. Kitchen is 
a culinary enthusiast’s delight, elegant formal living/
dining rms offer a sophisticated ambiance enhanced 
by hardwood flrs, crown moldings & custom built-ins.
MLS # 73523347 $$589,900

OPEN HOUSE 6/7 SUN. 11-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & 
convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
MLS # 73507605  $1,050,000.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront - 
31 Bayview!!

Southbridge 
 14 Servant Way

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Pt Snug Harbor Villa 

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 
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Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE



SOUTHBRIDGE 
— Sadie Green’s, 
a beloved local 
retail destination, 
is proud to cele-
brate its 35th anni-
versary this year. 
Since opening its 
doors in 1991, the 
shop has become 
a staple in the 
Sturbridge com-
munity, known 
for its jewelry 
and thoughtfully 
curated selection 
of gifts, accesso-
ries, and unique 

finds.
Over the past 

three and a half 
decades, Sadie 
Green’s has built 
lasting relation-
ships with gener-
ations of custom-
ers, offering not 
just products but 
a warm and wel-
coming shopping 
experience. The 
store has remained 
committed to sup-
porting local arti-
sans, embracing 
evolving trends, 
and maintaining 
the personal touch 
that defines small 
businesses.

“To reach 35 
years in retail is 
incredibly mean-
ingful,” said 
Laurie Boniface, 
owner of Sadie 
Green’s. “We’re 
so grateful to our 
loyal customers 
and this amaz-

ing community 
for supporting 
us throughout 
the years. Sadie 
Green’s wouldn’t 
be here without 
them.”

To mark the 
occasion, Sadie 
Green’s will host 
a special anniver-
sary celebration 
on Sunday, June 
7, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at its 
283 Main St., 
Sturbridge shop. 
The event will 
include promo-
tions, exclusive 
anniversary edi-
tion earrings, 
and light refresh-
ments. The com-
munity is invited 
to join in the fes-
tivities and cel-
ebrate this mile-
stone together.
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E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!

DEALS  BETTER THAN
the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

at
GREAT SELECTION 

OF GAS GRILLS!DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1499.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $699.99
$499.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$499.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1099.99

It’s a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand 
behind—because trust, quality and affordability 
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no 
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work. 

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING 
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

  Call or text 774-452-2129, or visit APCROOFS.com. 

Now available for select Delta and JetBlue morning flights, the Framingham 
Remote Terminal lets you complete airport check-in, baggage drop, and TSA 
screening before you arrive at Boston Logan. 

Once through security, board a dedicated secured bus and travel directly 
to your terminal, where you are dropped o­ airside—just steps from your gate. 
It’s a simpler, more relaxed way to travel.

Morning hours only. Advanced reservation required. Available June
through August.

CHECK IN. CHECK BAGS. CLEAR SECURITY. THEN HEAD STRAIGHT TO YOUR GATE.

REMOTE TERMINAL

Sadie Green’s celebrates
35 years of community, style, 

and small business success
Anniversary celebration to be held Sunday, June 7
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