
throughout the state with the 
personal, medical and social 
service resources needed to 
remain comfortably in their 
own homes for as long as 
possible.

The theme for the event 
was “Aim for the stars. 
You will sooner reach the 

moon,” to shine a spotlight 
on the organization’s vision. 
Major sponsors were: 
BEACON OF LIGHT/
PRESENTING SPONSOR:  
Moss Home Solutions; 
C O N S T E L L AT I O N 
SPONSORS: BayCoast 
Bank, Imperial Distributors, 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc., 
and Waterson Terminal 
Services.

Honorees for the 2025 
gala were Michael Cole (a 
resident of Charlton), pres-
ident of the Aldersbridge 
Board of Trustees, in rec-

ognition of his strong lead-
ership; Colleen McMichael 
(Cumberland, R.I. resi-
dent), a family member 
who led a robotic ‘cat adop-
tion’ initiative at The Loft 
at Linn where her mother 
resided before she passed 
away; and Dawn Perry 
(East Providence, RI res-
ident), food service direc-
tor at St. Germain Assisted 
Living in Woonsocket, in 
recognition of her exempla-
ry service.

Additional highlights 
from the event were: a 
keynote address by Alrie 
McNiff Daniels, a social 
impact leader and facilita-
tor who advocated chang-
ing the way people think 
and talk about aging and 
ageism; a video presen-
tation that chronicled the 
addiction struggles of for-
mer pro basketball player, 
pro boxer and pro golfer 
Al Soares who now lives 
at Winslow Gardens; and 
when T.J. Del Santo came 
onto the stage dressed in 
full quahogging gear to 
auction off a package to dig 
with him for quahogs at one 
of his secret locations.

Free by request to residents of Charlton, Charlton City and Charlton Depot
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Every move is a new
beginning! Let me help you
navigate the path through

your next journey….
Bob Berk REALTOR ABR

Re/Max Vision
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

Buying or Selling a home?

Charlton resident honored at nonprofit gala

Dexter employees unite to fulfill 
holiday wish lists for 67 children 

in Charlton School District

Blessing Bags deliver more than comfort

Friends of Sturbridge Trails announces annual first day hike

SOUTHBRIDGE — In a heartfelt show of community 
spirit, employees of Dexter-Russell, Inc. came together this 
holiday season to support children and families across the 
Charlton School District. Through a coordinated Giving 
Tree initiative, Dexter employees fulfilled holiday wish lists 
for 67 children and 36 families at Heritage School, Charlton 
Elementary School, and Charlton Middle School.

What began as an internal call for volunteers quickly 
grew into a company-wide effort. Employees from across 
all departments—manufacturing, administration, customer 
service, and leadership—personally selected tags, shopped 
for gifts, and thoughtfully wrapped presents to ensure each 
child received a joyful holiday experience. The tradition 
culminated in a special delivery day, where Dexter team 
members, joined by Santa Claus, visited all three Charlton 
schools to drop off gifts for distribution. The gifts included 
winter clothing, books, toys, art supplies, sports gear, and 
other essentials requested by the families.

“Our employees never hesitate to step up for our commu-
nity,” said Alan Peppel, CEO/President of Dexter-Russell. 
“Supporting local families during the holiday season is 
something we’re incredibly proud of. The generosity shown 
throughout this initiative reflects the true heart of our com-
pany.”

In addition to internal participation, Dexter also received 
generous outside support. Employees from Old Navy in 
Sturbridge contributed donations that helped expand the 
number of fulfilled wish lists, while A Great Notion, a book-
store owned by a former Charlton Middle School teacher, 
donated a selection of books to accompany the children’s 
gifts. These community partnerships allowed Dexter to 
reach even more families across the district.

School administrators expressed deep gratitude for the 
partnership, noting that the support helped ease the financial 
burden on families during the holiday season. The impact of 
the initiative stretched far beyond presents—providing com-
fort, dignity, and joy to dozens of local children.

Dexter-Russell has a longstanding history of supporting 
community programs, including food insecurity initiatives, 
school partnerships, and charitable giving efforts throughout 
the region. This year’s Giving Tree collaboration marks one 
of the company’s largest holiday outreach efforts to date. 

“This is what community looks like,” added Mike Jenkins, 
Vice President of Operations. “We’re honored to support 
Charlton families and grateful to everyone who made this 
possible.”

The gifts were delivered to the schools on Friday, Dec. 12, 
ensuring all families had ample time to pick up items before 
the holiday break.

EAST PROVIDENCE, 
R.I. — Aldersbridge 
Communities, a nonprof-
it provider of affordable 
assisted living and indepen-
dent living housing, assisted 
living memory care, reha-
bilitation therapy, and nav-
igator services throughout 
Rhode Island, announces 
its 2025 “Adding Life to 
Years” fundraising gala has 
raised over $100,000 in sup-
port of the organization’s 
services.

Held at the Crowne Plaza 
in Warwick on December 
4th and presented by 
Moss Home Solutions, the 
event brought 250 attend-
ees together to celebrate 
Aldersbridge’s mission of 
caring for the health and 
living needs of older adults. 
Mr. T.J. Del Santo, mete-
orologist at WPRI-TV 12/
FOX, served as emcee for 
the evening’s programming.

Festivities included a cock-
tail reception, full-course 
dinner, a mission-driven 
speaking program, as well 
as live and silent auctions. 
Funds raised will support 
customized care, special-
ized activity programs, and 
operational capital needed 
to serve the resident pop-
ulation at Aldersbridge 
Communities’ four loca-
tions: Winslow Gardens 
(assisted and independent 
living), East Providence; 

Courtesy

Charlton resident Mike Cole, president of the Aldersbridge Communities Board of Trustees, was honored at the company’s annual 
holiday gala in recognition of his strong leadership during challenging times, such as COVID-19 and the sad closure of the organiza-
tion's long-time nursing home (Linn Health & Rehabilitation) due to inadequate and unsustainable Medicaid reimbursement funding. 
During COVID, Cole, a facilities manager by trade with an engineering mind, devised a "hug station" for families of nursing home 
residents to safely hug their loved ones.

STURBRIDGE — The St. 
Vincent de Paul chapter at St. 
Anne – St. Patrick parish in 
Fiskdale recently implement-
ed a blessing bag initiative 
designed to bring comfort 
to those who are unhoused. 
But, more important, these 
bags offer physical, emotion-
al and social connection.

The blessing bags con-
tain a variety of seasonally 
appropriate items, including 
a hat, gloves, toiletry items, 
socks, candy, crackers, 
snacks, lip balm, and a gift 
card for McDonald’s. The 
simple act of reaching out 
to another person amplifies 
the importance of the gesture 
and enhances the benefits for 
both giver and recipient.

John Lynch, long-time 
parishioner at St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish, introduced the 
idea of blessing bags after he 
attended a Catholic men’s 
conference. The speaker had 
related his family’s personal 
experience with homeless-
ness and addiction and how 
he had created the blessing 

bag as a way to reach those 
in need. Lynch identified 
with the speaker’s situation 
and felt compelled to launch 
a similar program.

Lynch introduced the 
idea to Father Luc Martel, 
then pastor at St. Anne – St. 
Patrick, and the St. Vincent 
de Paul chapter at the parish 
agreed to adopt the idea.

“We started with 
100 bags,” Lynch said. 
“Participation has increased 
and we have given out 200 
blessing bags so far.”

According to Lynch, his 
participation in the blessing 
bag program has educat-
ed him with regard to the 
plight of homelessness. Like 
many individuals, he was 
unaware of the root causes 
of homelessness but came to 
understand that some form of 
addiction triggered by mental 
illness can have devastating 
consequences on the individ-
ual and the family, including 
homelessness. The blessing 
bags have served to raise 
awareness and understand-

ing as more people become 
involved in the initiative.

“Most people are not 
aware that we are doing 
more than just helping the 
homeless,” said Lynch.

“The end result is that a lot 
of people have been educat-
ed. They now look at home-
lessness differently.”

St. Vincent de Paul pur-
chases the contents of the 
bags and accepts donations 
from individuals and busi-
nesses. Lynch noted that Joe 
Spadea, owner/operator of a 
local McDonald’s franchise 
donated 200 gift cards for 
the bags.

Lynch keeps extra blessing 
bags in his car in the event 
he encounters someone in 
need. When he gives a bag 
to an individual, he makes 
eye contact and engages in 
conversation.

“I initially thought the 
blessing bags were helping 
the homeless, but the spirit 
of the program is more ben-
eficial for the giver,” he said.

However, Lynch empha-

sizes that providing these 
bags does not solve the larger 
problem.

“Life has given these 
individuals challenges with 
which they cannot cope,” he 
noted.

For more information 
about the blessing bag pro-
gram, visit svdpfiskdale.org 
or call 508-347-6398.

St. Anne – St. Patrick 
Parish is an active parish 
community. It offers daily 
Mass for worship, religious 
education, and communi-
ty ministries. It welcomes 
visitors to St. Anne Shrine, 
the new Memorial for the 
Unborn, the Hall of Saints, 
the Russian Icon Exhibit, 
the Votive Chapel, the 
Generations Statue, and the 
Angel of Hope Monument. 
The Daily Rosary is recited 
at 3 p.m. in the St. Patrick 
Chapel, and weekend 
Masses are celebrated in its 
outdoor pavilion in the sum-
mer. Its religious gift shop is 
open every day from 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.

The Loft at Linn (assisted 
living memory care), East 
Providence; Arbor Hill 
(assisted living), Providence; 
and St. Germain (assist-
ed living), Woonsocket. 
In addition, funds will be 
used in support of outpa-
tient rehabilitation services 
at the Aldersbridge Physical 
Therapy and Wellness Center 
(East Providence), and the 
Aldersbridge Navigator 
service which helps guide 
seniors and their families 

STURBRIDGE — The 
Friends of Sturbridge 
Trails (FrOST) announc-
es it will again hold its 
annual first day hike on 
Thursday, Jan. 1. The 
hike will start at the main 
Leadmine Trails parking 
lot at 10 Old Sturbridge 
Village Rd. at 1 p.m.

The hike will be easy/
moderate trails of about 
2 miles in length and last 
about 1 1/2 hours.  The 
Hike will be led by Dave 
Peterkin, assisted by 
Dave Vadnaise.  Pets on 
a six-foot leash are OK.  
This is a family friend-
ly hike but will cover 
some moderate topog-
raphy. Please dress for 
the weather with good 
footwear as trails may 

be snow covered and 
icy.  Bring a water bottle.  
Please note that there 
will be no first Saturday 
trail hikes on Saturday, 
Jan. 3.

FrOST is a nonprof-
it membership support-
ed trail group to sup-
port Sturbridge Trails 
and holds/supports trail 
events throughout the 
year. To learn more about 
FrOST and the Sturbridge 
Trail system, visit: www.
treksturbridge.org.

or follow us on 
Face Book: https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
Friends-of-Sturbridge-
Trails-476149822433894/.

One can join FrOST: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. t r e k s t u r -
bridge.org/donate.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Freshmen named to Bay Path honor roll

QCC strengthens leadership 
with new trustees

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical School 
congratulates the following students in grade 9 on being named to the 
honor roll for the first quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors
Jureyn Axel Ambayec, Makenna Rose Anderson, Tyler Michael 

Beaty, Hope Alexandra Ceppetelli, Chloe Elizabeth Clifford, Nikolas 
Stephen Coraccio, Nicholas Anthony Cryan, Ashlynn Rose Cunniff, 
Hunter David Robert Cusson, Arthur Ribas Da Silva, Elyse Kimberly 
DaSilva, Helen Sofia Defranc, Kelsey Ann Dunn, Camila Isabelle 
Garcia Montoya, Tucker Hoopes Harrity, Virginia Heybeck, Iyla 
Lillian Huckins, Brady Larned Jackson, Elise Georgiana Kokoszka, 
Sophia Rose Lambert, Lev Francis Clemansky, Carrigan Frances 
Linde, Giavanna Louisa Lussier, Charles James Maglich, Reyo Xavier 
Matthews, Abbigail Quinn McClendon, Matthew Joseph Monticelli, 
Camden John Morgan, Ron Wallace Mosong, Alexys Grace Nault, 
Finley Ann O’Shea, Irelyn Mackenzie Padden, Elianna Rose Payson, 
Zachary Ernest Edward Penney, Luke Gibb Pettes, Selina Yvette 
Piehl, Anthony Raymond Postale, Savannah Rose Pratt, Destiny Rose 
Purcell, Ayla Grace Reed, Camden Francis Riley, Lilyana Paulina 
Rivas, Alexandria Anne Romero, Ella Minerva Ruiz-Acosta, Chloe 
John Skarzenski, Margaret Anne Straw, Nicholas Edward Tod, Juliana 
Velez, Jayden Francis Warren, Camryn Grace Weagle, Abigail Mae 
White, Kaiya Faith Zaczek

Honors
Cole Patrick Adams, Caleb Jeffrey Andersen, Jack Robert 

Angiolillo, Emersyn Sue Bacon, Zachery Michael Barberio, Mia 
Gracelyn Benoit, Ava Elyse Bernard, Camryn Sophia Jean Boyd, 
Collin Jacob Brink, Hunter Richard Brodeur, Kaedynce Paige 
Brown, Brendon Bui, Brady Alexander Camdzic, Alexander Stephen 
Campbell, Zachary Thomas Carlsen, Mason Robert Case, William 

Alexander Cheney, Lilly Sky Connor, Josiah Rafael Grimaldi Corpuz, 
Vincent Joseph Corriere, Kaylynn Elizabeth Costa, Ethan Denis 
Crosby, Logan Thomas Curtis, Kendra Lynne Cutroni, Connor 
William Dalrymple, Chance James Daniels, Dante James Dawkins, 
Tucker Anthony Dean, Aayla Rose Dennison, Yasmin Jakowatz Dos 
Santos, Lucas James Dowd, Owen Caine Eckert, Luciana Amelia 
Edwards, Nathan Charles Ferguson, Gavin Kennedy Fitzgerald, 
Aiden James Foley, Madilynn Priscilla Foresteire, Olivia Rose 
Forrester, Caleb Joshua Fowler, Connor Keith Gasco-Albro, Matthew 
Edward Gaudreau, Ryan Steven Gaylord, Kacey Jean Gemboski, 
David Anthony Gil, Laycie Adrienne Gordon, Lena Jean Goyette, 
Joseph Anthony Greska, Emmary Dawn Gustafson, Isaiah Kojo 
Owuna Hagan, Corinne Allie Harrington, Gabriel Alexander Jebidiah 
Hayes, Drew Edward Jarvi, Brianna Michelle Judge, Zachary Stephen 
Kaiser, Eva Isabel Kaminski, Lindsey Elizabeth Karlgren, Brody Neal 
Kenney, Jacey Lynn Kigar, Victoria Rose LaMountain, Maura Grace 
Lapriore, Jason Roberto Lareau, Joseph Nils Larson, Anthony Aaron 
Latour, Leandie Fariella Leandre, Alan August Levkovski, Valerie 
Abigail Lopez, Stella Grace Lovely, Matthew James Lynch, Brianna 
Macario, Cailyn Elizabeth Mackenzie, Rebecca Marie Malvey, 
Jathrian Angel Martinez, Nikolas Wayne Mason, Avery Mathieu, 
Oliver Patrick Mayotte, Keigan Adori McIlvaine, Vincent Andrew 
Menzone, Xavier Nikolai Metcalf, Alexander Wane Mikel, Athena 
Matilda Molnar, Mikayla Rae Moorcroft, Marlo Ann Nashold, 
Kenzie Macrae Nicoll, Oliver Parker Okolita, McKinnon Michael 
Pacheco, Matthew Dylan Paquette, Addison Lynne Paradis, Aden 
Mark Patterson, Max William Patterson, Wyatt Matthew Pelletier, 
Joseph James Peters, Logan William Pettinelli, Colton Joseph Porter, 
Kandace Rose Quattrucci, Miguel Lopes Ramos, Callen Michael 
Reardon, Trey Leonard Reichardt, Layla Sophia Reid, Ryan Paul 
Reno, Isabelle Louise Richmond, Jadaly Audrey Rivera Rodriguez, 
Alysmarie Robles Aviles, Gabriela Araceli Rodas, Jherian Emmanuel 
Rodriguez, Sophia Lynn Rogers, Jayden Manuel Rosado, Michael 
Clement Salvatore, Sophia Alexis Santa, Alexis Rita Savary, William 
Frederick Schroeder, Daniel Ray Shirley, Grace Ann Shivick, Nico 
Adrian Smolynsky, Lilah Ann Soule, Laiza-Michelle Monice Spruill, 
Carlie Rose St. Cyr, Aslynn Jade St. Laurent, Ethan Daniel Starkus, 
Michael William Steuer, Brandon Scott Stone, Daniel Edward 
Sullivan, Brenna Louise Tebo, Brandon Michael Terry, Elin Margaret 
Thorsen, Noah Eladio Torres, Payton Rose Tremblay, Kourtney Lucy-
Lynne Tucker, Peyton Michael Ward, Jacy Olivia Whalen, Landon 
Ryan Whitsitt, Jude Allen Worden

Principal’s List
Leanna Kate Alvarez, Kaydence Harmony Aubin-Corriveau, Grace 

Pearl Aucoin, Andrea Vioet Barnett, Meredith Alyse Bohenko, Vincent 
Anthony Bongovio, Mya Ashley Borelli, Arianna Elaine Breault, 
Carson Alexander Brunnett, Colton Riley Butterfield, Joshua Robert 
Cardenas, Domonic Mickle Choiniere, Kayden Thi Chuong, Ian 
Michael Conley, Bianca Alexis Crespo, Kenai Alberto Cruz Mateo, 
Edwin Rojeliomar Cruz, Devlin Walker Davis, Michael John Devine, 
Cristian Benjamin Diaz, Reagan Josephine Eddy, William Francis 
Fraim, Christopher Daniel Gauvin, Logan Joseph Horner, Joseph 
Earl Jaillet, Sean Michael Labbe, Asher Cooper Landrum, Kelsey 
Lynn Larson, Yamidiel Sadiel Lopez, Camden Jeffrey Lucier, Hunter 
William Luukko, Braylyn Ellen McCarthy, Mason James Monahan, 
David Ruhamya Mweze, Kohl Evan Neeser, Andrew Cunningham 
Nieves, Patrick Logan O’Donnell, Max Rheault Peterson, Asael 
Bernard Ravanelle, Savannah Valerie Richardson, Zachary Richard 
Rucho, Khloe Angelise Sanchez, Joao Eduardo Silva Gardino, Lily 
Jane Sperry, Ava Jade St. Peter, Parker Riley Verham, Mason Joel 
Waters

WORCESTER — 
Quinsigamond Community 
College announced the appoint-
ment of three new members to its 
Board of Trustees:  Max German, 
Maricelis “Mari” Gonzalez and 
Jessica Mandes. The appoint-
ments were made this October 
and November by Gov. Maura 
Healey following recommenda-
tions from the Public Education 
Nominating Council.

“We are thrilled to have the 
new members on board,” said 
QCC Board Chair Dr. Linda 
Maykel. “We have a lot of work 
ahead of us, and it’s great to 
be working together towards our 
goals.”

German is currently a student 
at Boston College Law School. A 
QCC alum, German transferred 
to Boston College after complet-
ing his studies at QCC. He brings 
experience in labor, politics, and 
government, and remains deeply 
connected to Worcester.

Gonzalez serves as executive 
director of El Buen Samaritano 
Food Program Inc., a Worcester 
nonprofit combating food inse-
curity and supporting vulnera-
ble families. Gonzalez has more 

than a decade of experience in 
nonprofit leadership and advo-
cacy. She is a member of Gov. 
Healey’s Latino Empowerment 
Council and has earned numer-
ous honors, including Worcester 
Business Journal’s 2025 
Nonprofit Business Leader of the 
Year and Telegram & Gazette’s 
“Hometown Hero” recognition 
in 2021.

Mandes, a Worcester native 
and first-generation college grad-
uate, is the director of multi-
lingual education for Worcester 
Public Schools. With more than 
25 years in youth work and 
15 years in public education, 
Mandes advocates for multilin-
gual learners and serves on sev-
eral boards, including Worcester 
Latino Dollars for Scholars.

“These new trustees bring a 
wealth of experience and a deep 
commitment to education and 
community,” said QCC President 
Dr. Luis Pedraja. “Their leader-
ship will help guide QCC as we 
continue to serve our students 
and the region.”

For more information about 
QCC and its Board of Trustees, 
visit QCC.edu/board-trustees.



For further details 
and to register for 
programs, please 
visit our Web site 
(charltonlibrary.org)

Additional park-
ing is available 
across the street at 
Town Hall and at the 
Elementary School.

The library will be 
closed Jan. 1 and 19.

Movies @ The 
Library

All showings are 
on Tuesdays at 1:00 
pm ONLY unless 
noted - Dexter Hall 
- no registration 
required.

January 6: 
YES MAN. New 
Year, New You! A 
perennial naysayer 
becomes a guy who 
just can't say "no" 
(and won't) after 
attending a self-help 
seminar that chal-
lenges him to say 
yes to everything for 
a year. 2008. Rated 
PG-13. 104 minutes. 
Starring: Jim Carrey, 
Zooey Deschanel, & 
Bradley Cooper.

January 13: 
GOOD FORTUNE. 
An angel named 
Gabriel tries to help 
a man who is strug-
gling to make ends 
meet in Los Angeles, 
by swapping his life 
with a super wealthy 
man, Jeff in order 
to show him that 
wealth won't solve 
all his problems. 
However, all doesn't 
go according to plan 
when the former 
actually loves his 
new life. As punish-
ment, Gabriel loses 
his wings and is 
sentenced to being 
a human, along 
with Jeff, who now 
lives without means 
as Arj had before. 
2025. Rated R. 98 
minutes. Featuring: 
Aziz Ansari, Keanu 
Reeves, Seth Rogen, 
Keke, & Sandra Oh.

January 20: JULIE 
& JULIA. This film 
is an adaption of 
Julie Powell's auto-
biographical book 
about an amateur 
chef who decides 
to try out every rec-
ipe in a cookbook 
by chef Julia Child 
and writes about it 
in a blog over the 
course of a year. 
Throughout the 
story, flashbacks 
show Child learning 
about French cui-
sine while living in 
Paris. 2009. Rated 
PG-13. 123 minutes. 
Cast: Meryl Streep, 
Amy Adams, Chris 
Messina, Stanley 
Tucci, Linda Emond.

January 27: 
ROOFMAN. Jeffrey 
Manchester, an 
inmate on the run, 
hides in a place no 
one would look for 
him — a toy store. 
When this paradise 
of fun becomes a 
prison of loneli-
ness, he falls for the 
one thing that can 
stop him from get-
ting away ... love. 
2025. Rated R. 125 
minutes. Starring: 
Channing Tatum, 
Kirsten Dunst, Peter 
Dinklage, Juno 
Temple, Uzo Aduba.

Private Visit with 
Taz the Therapy Dog

Friday, January 
2, 11:30-12:00 pm 
- Storytime Room - 
registration required

This is a private 
session to visit with 
our Therapy Dog, 
Taz. Taz is a super 
sweet Chihuahua 
mix and is a regis-
tered Therapy Dog 

with Therapy Dogs 
United. Registration 
is required. All ages 
are welcome. Please 
register one name 
only, even if you 
have more than one 
person attending the 
session.

Play Games!
Mondays, January 

5, 12 (Cribbage), 
26 (Scrabble), 
12:30-2:00 pm 
- Community 
Meeting Room - no 
registration required

Beginners and 
experienced players 
are welcome! Join 
us to play an old 
favorite or learn a 
new game!

Henna at the 
Library

Friday, January 
2, 1:00-3:00 pm - 
Storytime Room - no 
registration required

Mandy from 
Wicked Good 
Henna will be offer-
ing henna designs! 
Drop by the Story 
Time Room to 
receive yours before 
heading back to 
school! For children 
of all ages. Please 
note: because this is 
a drop in program, 
there may be a wait 
time.

Lego Club
Friday, January 

2, 3:30-4:30 pm - 
Storytime Room - no 
registration required

LEGO Club 
encourages children 
to learn while hav-
ing fun! Creativity, 
problem-solving, 
and teamwork are 
some of the skills 
that "playing" with 
LEGOS can teach 
children. Join us on 
the first Friday of 
each month to com-
plete a LEGO chal-
lenge. All LEGOs 
will be provided. 
Try out the Lego 
Challenge, or create 
your own design! 
Bring your friends! 
This is a drop-in pro-
gram recommended 
for ages 5 - 10.

Puzzle Race
Saturday, January 

3, 10:30-1:00 pm - 
Dexter Hall - regis-
tration required

Can your team 
complete a jigsaw 
puzzle faster than 
your friends and 
neighbors? Each 
team will receive 
the same 500 piece 
puzzle provided by 
the library. The team 
that finishes first or 
completes the most 
before time is called 
wins! Adults, teens, 
and families with 
children aged 8+ are 
welcome to partici-
pate. Registration is 
required- only one 
person from each 
team should regis-
ter. Teams can have 
up to six members. 
Don't have a team? 
Email Betsy at per-
ryb@cwmars.org 
and we'll put togeth-
er a team of interest-
ed folks!

Sonic Pi Coding
Saturday, January 

3, 11:00-12:00 
pm - Community 
Meeting Room - 
registration required

Welcome to the 
future of music. 
Sonic Pi is a code-
based music creation 
and performance 
tool that is simple 
enough for com-
puting and music 
lessons and pow-
erful enough for 
professional musi-
cians. Come learn 

to code creatively 
by composing or 
performing music 
in an incredible 
range of styles from 
Classical & Jazz to 
Grime & EDM. This 
workshop is aimed 
towards educating 
a new generation of 
programmers and 
sound engineers.  
The recommended 
age for this work-
shop is 10 and up.

Wiggles & 
Giggles for Littles 
(YFCP)

Mondays, January 
5, 12, 26, 9:45-10:15 
am - Community 
Meeting Room - 
registration required

Join the 
YMCA Family 
& Community 
Partnership for a free 
music and move-
ment series created 
and facilitated by 
music teacher Laine 
Hanlon! Children, 
ages 6-23 months, 
with a parent/care-
giver, will sing, 
move, play musical 
instruments, learn 
rhythm, and listen 
to stories. "Wiggles 
and Giggles" fos-
ters physical, cog-
nitive, social, and 
emotional learning 
through music and 
motion. Siblings are 
welcome. Space is 
limited, and registra-
tion is required each 
week. This series 
is sponsored by 
the YMCA Family 
& Community 
Partnership (YFCP) 
and hosted by the 
Charlton Public 
Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family 
& Community 
E n g a g e m e n t 
(CFCE) grant 
funded by the 
Department of Early 
Education & Care 
and awarded to the 
YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts.

Wiggles & 
Giggles (YFCP)

Mondays on 
January 5, 12, 
26, 10:30-11:30 
am - Community 
Meeting Room - 
registration required

Children, ages 
2-5, with a parent/
caregiver, will sing, 
move, play musical 
instruments, learn 
rhythm, and listen to 
stories in this FREE 
series facilitated by 
music teacher Laine 
Hanlon! “Wiggles 
& Giggles” fos-
ters physical, cog-
nitive, social, and 
emotional learning 
through music and 
motion. Registration 
is required. Space is 
limited. This series 
is sponsored by 

the YMCA Family 
& Community 
Partnership (YFCP) 
and hosted by the 
Charlton Public 
Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family 
& Community 
E n g a g e m e n t 
(CFCE) grant 
funded by the 
Department of Early 
Education & Care 
and awarded to the 
YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts.

Tiny Tots 
Storytime (ages 
0-2.5)

Tuesdays, January 
13, 20, 27, 10:00-
10:45 am - Storytime 
Room 

For babies and 
toddlers age 0-2.5 
with a caregiver. Join 
us for songs, finger-
plays, board books, 
shakers, scarves, 
dancing, motor skills 
activities, and free 
play! Due to the high 
number of attendees, 
this is now a ticket-
ed program. A cer-
tain number of tick-
ets will be given to 
each child on a first-
come-first-served 
basis. Once all tick-
ets have been passed 
out, the program 
will be full. Late 
Arrivals: Available 
tickets will be given 
out until 5 minutes 
after the program 
has started. After 
that time, the pro-
gram will be closed 
until free play time. 
We thank you for 
your understanding.

Adulting 101, 
Mindfully

Tuesdays, January 
6 and 20, 5:00-6:00 
pm - Community 
Meeting Room - 
registration required

Join us for a free, 
eight-week series for 
teens presented by 
Sur-thrive Wellness. 
Each session cov-
ers a different 
"Adulting" theme/
topic combined with 
mindful practices. 
These sessions are 
best for teens aged 
12-16, but older 
teens are welcome 
to attend. Please reg-
ister for each session 
you wish to attend. 
Sur-thrive Wellness 
is a Holistic 
Accessibility Expert, 
specializing in work-
ing with those with 
disabilities, includ-
ing depression, anx-
iety, autism spec-
trum, learning dis-
abilities, and other 
disabilities.

Baby Storytime 
(0-12 months)

We d n e s d a y s , 
January 14, 21, 28, 
10:00-10:45 am - 

Storytime Room - no 
registration required

For infants - 12 
months only. Join 
us for board books, 
songs, fingerplays, 
music, shakers, 
scarves, bubbles & 
free play! This is a 
drop-in program. No 
registration or ticket 
required.

Better Read Than 
Dead Book Club

W e d n e s d a y , 
January 7, 11:00-
12:00 - Local 
History Room - no 
registration required

Do you love true 
crime? So do we! 
Join us for a month-
ly meet up to dis-
cuss entertaining & 
fascinating details 
about true crimes. 
The book will be 
available at the adult 
circulation desk one 
month prior to the 
meeting. We will be 
discussing Blood in 
the Water by Casey 
Sherman. 

T h r e a d e d 
Together Fiber Arts 
Group (formerly 
Silver Needles Knit 
& Crochet Group)

T h u r s d a y s 
from 1:00-3:00 
pm - Community 
Meeting Room - no 
registration required 

Bring your current 
project and relax 
with friends. All are 
welcome regardless 
of skill level.

Private Visit with 
Olive the Therapy 
Dog

Tuesdays, January 
6 & 27, 5:30-6:00 
pm - Storytime 
Room - registration 
required

This is a pri-
vate session with 
our Therapy Dog, 
Olive. Olive is 
trained and licensed 
through Bright Spot 
Therapy Dogs, 
Inc. Registration is 
required.  All ages 
are welcome. Please 
register one name 
only, even if you 
have more than one 
person attending the 
session.

Open Session with 
Olive the Therapy 
Dog

Tuesdays, January 
6 & 27, 6:00-6:30 
pm - Storytime 
Room - no registra-
tion required

This is an open 
session to visit with 
our Therapy Dog, 
Olive. Olive is 
trained and licensed 
through Bright Spot 
Therapy Dogs, Inc. 
Registration is not 
required. All ages 

are welcome. (If 
you are interested 
in having a private 
visit with Olive for 
a reading session or 
any other reason, 
please register for 
one of our Private 
Visit sessions.)

Intro to Chat GPT
Tuesday, January 

6, 6:00-7:00 pm 
- Local History 
Room - registration 
required

Saturday, January 
10, 1:30-2:30 pm 
- Local History 
Room - registration 
required

Curious about 
ChatGPT and what 
it can do for you? 
Join us for a hands-
on introduction to 
one of today’s most 
popular AI tools! In 
this beginner-friend-
ly workshop, you’ll 
learn what ChatGPT 
is, how it works, and 
how it can help with 
everyday tasks like 
writing, researching, 
organizing ideas, 
learning new skills, 
and more. No tech-
nical experience is 
required—just bring 
your curiosity and 
get ready to explore 
the world of artificial 
intelligence in a sim-
ple, practical way.

Bullet Journaling 
101

Tuesday, January 
6, 6:00-7:30 pm - 
Dexter Hall - regis-
tration required

W e d n e s d a y , 
January 7, 
11:00-12:30 pm 
- Community 
Meeting Room - 
registration required

It's 2026 and we 
are not going to wait 
for opportunities—
we'll create them! 
Join us for Bullet 
Journaling 101 
where we will spend 
the first half of the 

class learning about 
the methodology of 
Bullet Journaling. 
Then in the second 
half, we'll bring out 
plenty of materials 
for everyone to get 
started on setting up 
your own journal. 
Each participant is 
provided a journal 
for free! Registration 
is required. For 
adults and teens ages 
13 and up.

Genealogy Group
Thursday, January 

8, 6:00-7:30 pm - 
Dexter Hall - regis-
tration not required

The Charlton 
Library Genealogy 
Group is a friendly 
group of people who 
share an interest in 
genealogy. We meet 
monthly on the first 
Thursday  of the 
month from 6:30-
7:30. Meetings will 
alternate between 
general discussion 
topics and guest pre-
senters. The meet-
ings are free and 
open to the public.

CPL Book 
Discussion - The 
Frozen River by 
Ariel Lawhon

Thursday, January 
8, 6:00-7:00 pm 
- Community 
Meeting Room - no 
registration required

Books are avail-
able for checkout at 
the adult circulation 
desk one month 
prior to discussion.

P r e s c h o o l 
Storytime (Ages 
3-5)

Fridays, January 
16, 23, 30, 10:00-
10:45 am - Storytime 
Room

For ages 3-5. Join 
us for stories, songs, 
fingerplays, scarves, 
activities, crafts, 
and free play! This 
is a TICKETED 

program. A certain 
number of tickets 
will be available for 
each child on a first-
come, first-served 
basis. Once all tick-
ets have been passed 
out, the program is 
full. Late Arrivals: 
Available tickets 
will be given out 
until 5 minutes after 
the program has 
started. After that 
time, the program 
will be closed until 
free-play begins. We 
thank you for your 
understanding.

Drop-in Tech 
Help - Local History 
Room - no registra-
tion required

S a t u r d a y s , 
January 10, 17, 24, 
31 from 10 am - 
noon

Tuesdays, January 
6, 13, 20, 27  from 
4:30 - 5:30 pm

Do you have a 
few quick questions 
about technology? 
Would you like to 
learn how to use 
apps like Libby 
or Kanopy? Drop 
in and speak with 
Charlton Library's 
Digital Skills 
Instructor and get 
the dedicated sup-
port you need. If you 
will need more than 
15 minutes of tech 
help, please make a 
one-on-one appoint-
ment in person at 
the library, online, or 
by calling 508-248-
0452.  We cannot 
assist with setting up 
a new device; fixing/
restoring/repairing a 
broken or infected 
device, app, or email 
account; entering 
sensitive information 
for you (e.g. cred-
it card information, 
social security num-
ber, online banking, 
etc.); keyboarding, 
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The work after 
the wrapping 

paper
A funny thing happens every year right after the 

last carols fade and the last ribbon hits the trash 
barrel. The calendar flips, the guests go home, 
and we look around our living rooms and yards 
and realize the holiday season has a second act: 
the cleanup.

It is not the glamorous part. It is not the part with 
twinkling lights or the good plates. But it is the part 
that determines whether January feels orderly or 
chaotic, safe or risky, neighborly or tense. In our 
local communities, where winter weather does 
not ask permission and small inconveniences can 
snowball quickly, the post-holiday stretch is a good 
time to do a few basic things well.

Start with what is most obvious: the trees, the 
greens, the packaging, and the leftovers of deco-
ration. Dry Christmas trees are no small matter. 
A tree that looked lush a week ago can turn into a 
brittle bundle of kindling once it has been indoors 
and watered inconsistently. If you have not already 
done it, keep that tree away from heat sources, 
unplug lights when you are not home, and do not 
wait until it is dropping needles like confetti. When 
it is time to take it out, do it deliberately. One awk-
ward trip down the front steps with a tree can lead 
to a fall, and winter is not forgiving about slips.

Then there is the less visible debris of the 
season: the boxes, plastic packaging, and the 
endless stream of cardboard. Cardboard is a gift in 
itself if it is managed properly. Broken down and 
stacked neatly, it takes up less space and is easier 
to haul, and it does not end up blowing down the 
street when the wind kicks up. The same goes for 
wrapping materials. Some can be recycled, some 
cannot, and when in doubt, taking a minute to sort 
it out saves everyone time later. A messy pile at 
the curb is not only an eyesore; it becomes litter 
in a hurry when the plows come through or a gust 
sweeps the neighborhood.

Speaking of plows: this is the season when 
curbside decisions matter. A street that is narrow 
on a sunny July afternoon is downright tight once 
snowbanks show up. Parking becomes more than 
a convenience issue. It becomes a public safety 
issue. Plows need room, and so do ambulances, 
fire trucks, and the cars of neighbors who are 
simply trying to get to work. If a storm is in the 
forecast, think ahead. Move vehicles off the street 
if possible. Avoid leaving bins and snowblowers 
where they create a pinch point. When residents 
make small accommodations, the whole town 
moves more smoothly.

The same practical mindset applies to shoveling 
and sanding. Everyone has their own rhythm for 
clearing steps and walks, but a lot of winter injuries 
happen during rushed jobs, especially after a thaw-
freeze cycle. A thin sheet of ice can form overnight 
on a walkway that looked fine at sunset. Taking a 
few extra minutes to salt or sand, and to keep steps 
clear, is not only a courtesy to delivery drivers and 
visitors. It is self-protection, too.

Finally, take the post-holiday week as a gentle 
prompt to check the basics: batteries in smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors, flashlights that 
still work, a charged phone power bank, and a 
plan for a power outage. This is not alarmism. It is 
New England common sense. Winter is long, and 
it is easier to set things up on a calm day than to 
scramble during a cold, dark night.

None of this is complicated. It is simply a 
reminder that community life is built as much on 
small habits as on big moments. The holidays give 
us the celebration. The days after give us a chance 
to reset the house, the curb line, and the neighbor-
hood so winter feels manageable.

The wrapping paper is gone. The work remains. 
If we do it thoughtfully, January has a way of 
starting clean.

There was a time when knowing your 
town meant more than knowing your 
password.

I do not say that to sound cranky 
or nostalgic. It is simply an obser-
vation. For many of us, the way we 
once learned about our community 
came from standing still long enough 
to notice it. You picked things up by 
listening, by watching, by being pres-
ent in places where people naturally 
gathered.

You learned who lived where, not 
from an app, but from repetition. You 
knew who worked nights because their 
lights were on late. You knew who ran 
the hardware store because they were 
always behind the counter. You knew 
who coached which team because you 
saw them every week on the same 
patch of grass.

These days, information comes 
quickly and endlessly. We can pull up 
town alerts, meeting agendas, weather 
updates, and neighborhood chatter in 
seconds. That is convenient. It is also 
strangely isolating.

Knowing about a 
place is not the same 
as knowing it.

Real familiarity 
comes from routine. 
It comes from walk-
ing into the same post 

office or store often enough that the 
nod of recognition no longer needs 
words. It comes from noticing when 
something is off. A closed sign where 
there usually is not one. A porch light 
that stays dark longer than usual.

Those details tell stories that no 
screen can capture.

I have found, over time, that the 
strongest sense of belonging comes 
from modest habits. Sitting in the same 
seat at a local meeting. Taking the 
long way home past the center of town 
instead of the faster route around it. 
Stopping to talk, even briefly, instead 
of waving and moving on.

None of this requires deep conver-
sation. Often, it is just a few words 
exchanged. A comment about the 
weather, a quick update about a family 

member, a shared sigh over the price of 
groceries. But those small exchanges 
stack up. They form a mental map of 
who we are together.

In small towns, this still exists. It has 
not disappeared. It has simply become 
easier to overlook. We rush through 
places that were never meant to be 
rushed. We treat locations as destina-
tions rather than shared spaces.

I try, when I remember, to slow down 
enough to notice the ordinary. The same 
crossing guard, doing the job with care. 
The librarian who remembers what you 
checked out last time. The cashier who 
asks how a relative is doing and genu-
inely waits for the answer.

These are the threads that hold a 
town together. They are quiet. They are 
steady. They do not announce them-
selves.

And when you take the time to see 
them, you realize something important. 
Community is not something you log 
into. It is something you practice.

One familiar face at a time.

Lanterns Along Main Street

By CHIPPY

Lanterns
Along

Main Street

Take control: Why budgeting
doesn’t have to feel restrictive
Let’s be honest: The word “budget” 

doesn’t exactly spark joy for most 
people. It can feel restrictive or even 
generate feelings of guilt about past 
spending choices. But what if bud-
geting could feel empowering? When 
done right, it’s simply about under-
standing your money and making sure 
it aligns with what truly matters to 
you.

Who needs a budget? While nearly 
everyone can benefit from budget-
ing, it’s especially helpful if you’re 
just starting out on your own, if your 
expenses exceed your income or if 
you're working toward a big goal like 
buying a home or retiring. Major life 
changes — marriage, a new baby, a 
job change or even retirement itself — 
are also perfect times to take a fresh 
look at your finances.

If your spending causes you stress or 
you simply want clarity about where 
your money goes each month, budget-
ing can help. Here are a few tips to 
help get you started:

Dispense with the dread. Often, the 
hardest part of budgeting is just get-
ting started. Try breaking it down into 
small, manageable steps, and dedicate 
30 minutes a week to tracking your 
income and expenses. Pair budgeting 
with something enjoyable — a favor-
ite coffee or a relaxing activity — to 

make it less 
of a chore.

If you 
have no idea 
how much 
you spend, 
start by sim-

ply observing your buying habits for 
a few months. Review your checking 
and credit card accounts to see money 
coming in and going out. You can’t 
change the past, but you can adjust for 
your future.

Find your level of detail. There’s 
no one-size-fits-all approach to bud-
geting. You might start by tracking 
just total income and expenses or by 
using the popular 50/30/20 rule: 50 
percent for necessities, 30 percent for 
wants and 20 percent for savings and 
debt reduction. Some people prefer to 
build detailed categories for every-
thing from groceries to entertainment, 
while others keep broader categories 
that work better for their lifestyles.

Technology can be your friend here. 
Budget apps and Ai-enabled spread-
sheets can pull information direct-
ly from your bank and credit card 
statements, making the process much 
easier.

Make it work for you. Once you’ve 
tracked your spending, look for areas 
to adjust. Can you swap brand-name 

items for generics? Are there subscrip-
tions you’re not using? Sometimes the 
biggest impact comes from examining 
your largest expenses — housing, util-
ities, transportation, insurance — to 
find opportunities to save.

If you can’t make room in your 
budget, you may need to revisit and 
reprioritize your financial goals. A 
financial advisor can help you under-
stand your options and any trade-offs.

Stay on track. Check in with your 
budget monthly, quarterly or annual-
ly — whatever works for you. When 
life changes, your budget should 
too. Salary increases, bonuses, new 
expenses or significant life events are 
all good reasons to review and adjust.

Above all, the goal of a budget isn’t 
perfection. It's progress toward finan-
cial confidence and peace of mind. A 
good budget shouldn't limit you — it 
should free you to spend guilt-free on 
what matters while saving intentional-
ly for your future.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please 
contact Trevor Nielsen, your local 
Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge 
at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@
edwardjones.com.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



CHARLTON — The Friends of 
Charlton Public Library, a 501(c)3 orga-
nization, has partnered with Sturbridge 
Coffee Roasters for a special holiday 
offer. While Christmas shopping is 
currently underway, the Friends are 
looking ahead to Valentine’s Day!

Place your order throughout the 
month of December and your coffee 
will be available in time for Valentine’s 
Day gift-giving.

The coffee sale features seven dif-
ferent blends from Sturbridge Coffee 
Roasters. Flavors include a special 
Library Friends Blend, Black Gold 
Blend, Mexican Organic Swiss Water 
Process Decaf, Colombian Supremo 
Medium, Sumatra Mandheling Organic 
Dark, Winter Wonderland, and 
Chocolate Raspberry; all flavors are 
available in ground and whole bean 
form. The cost is $17 per 12-ounce 
bag. Proceeds from the sale allow the 
Friends to support the mission of the 
Charlton Public Library.

Order forms are available at the cir-
culation desk at the Charlton Public 
Library, 40 Main St., Charlton, and also 
on the Friends’ Facebook page (face-
book.com/charltonlibraryfriends).

Completed forms and payment must 
be returned to the Library’s Circulation 
Desk by Jan. 2, 2026. Cash, check, 
and payment through Venmo (@
FriendsofCharltonLib) or Zeffy accept-
ed. Coffee orders will be available 
the week of Feb. 9 for pick-up at the 
library.

For every bag of coffee purchased, 
you’ll receive an entry to win a bas-
ket filled with a variety of Valentine-
related goodies. Stock up and increase 
your chances to win!

For questions or more information, 
please email charltonfriends@gmail.

com or call 774-230-1410.
Proceeds from fundraisers enable 

the non-profit Friends to further the 
mission of the Library by sponsoring 
a variety of programs, projects, and 
events, including discounted muse-
um passes, the summer reading pro-
gram, author talks, music concerts and 
performances, and other cultural and 
educational experiences. The Friends 
of Charlton Public Library appreciate 
your continued support.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

PRIME RIB 
ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 

STARTING AT 4PM 
OPEN UNTIL 9PM

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Wishing you joy, 
warmth, and good eats 

this holiday season!

We will be closed on 
New Years Day

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Friends of Charlton Library team up 
with Sturbridge Coffee Roasters

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Thursday price 12/18/25 was $3.19 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

508-764-0555508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Celebrating 20+ Years in Business

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Webster First Federal Credit Union
donates $25,000 to local food pantries
WORCESTER — Webster First 

Federal Credit Union announced today 
a combined donation of $25,000 to sev-
eral local food pantries to help ensure 
community members have access to 
food throughout the holiday season.

The funds are intended to alleviate 
food insecurity during a critical time of 
year, providing much-needed resourc-
es to organizations on the front lines 
of hunger relief. The donations were 
distributed among three key commu-

nity partners to maximize their impact 
across the region.

"We remain committed to ensuring 
every neighbor is fed and supported 
with dignity throughout this holiday 
season, a time when it is most need-
ed by so many in our community," 
said John Thomasian, [CEO of Webster 
First].

Webster First donated $10,000 to the 
Webster Dudley Food Share to support 
its local efforts. An additional $10,000 
was given to the Worcester County 
Food Bank, a vital organization that 
distributed one million pounds of food 
in November alone. A further $5,000 
was allocated to The Greater Boston 

Food Bank to aid its mission of ending 
hunger in Eastern Massachusetts. This 
financial support will help these orga-
nizations continue their essential work 
of providing nutritious food to individ-
uals and families facing hardship.

About Webster First Federal Credit 
Union

Webster First Federal Credit Union is 
a community-focused financial institu-
tion committed to serving its members 
and the communities it operates in. 
With a history of giving back, Webster 
First actively supports local initiatives 
and organizations that make a positive 
impact on the lives of its neighbors.



WORCESTER 
— The Health 
F o u n d a t i o n 
of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
today announced 
it has awarded 
$250,000 in emer-
gency financial 
assistance grants 
to three nonprof-
it organizations 
serving the region 
during this time of 
economic uncer-
tainty and growing 
need.

The grants were 
awarded proactive-
ly by The Health 
Foundation in 
response to rising 
demand for emer-
gency assistance 
amid unpredictable 
federal funding and 
shifting policies 
that are threatening 
safety net programs.  
The funding will 
support emergency 
finance assistance 
for basic needs such 
as housing, utilities, 
and food, with an 
emphasis on reach-

ing individuals and 
families who may 
not qualify for other 
assistance or who 
live in communities 
with fewer avail-
able resources.  The 
grants are intended 
to provide agencies 
with the ability to 
respond immediate-
ly to urgent needs.

“In this time 
of great need, The 
Health Foundation 
is committed to part-
nering with three 
trusted community 
action agencies to 
provide financial 
assistance that will 
address import-
ant basic needs 
throughout Central 
Massachusetts,” said 
Amie Shei, president 
and CEO of The 
Health Foundation 
of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  
“These organizations 
share a commitment 
to underserved pop-
ulations, and their 
expertise and com-
passion will ensure 
that critical financial 
assistance reaches 
those who are strug-
gling to make ends 
meet.”

C o m m u n i t y 
action agencies 
serve as trust-
ed, locally-based 
organizations that 
administer federal 
and state funding 
programs aimed at 
helping residents 
overcome barriers to 

economic stability.  
By working through 
these agencies, The 
Health Foundation 
aims to ensure that 
funds reach house-
holds facing finan-
cial hardship.

Allocation of 
funds between the 
three agencies is 
based on a rough 
estimate of the por-
tion of The Health 
Foundation’s geo-
graphic service area 
that each agency 
covers. The grant 
awards will support 
emergency financial 
assistance to indi-
viduals and families 
in the region. The 
recipient organiza-
tions are:

W o r c e s t e r 
Community Action 
Council – $100,000

M a k i n g 
Opportunity Count 
– $100,000

South Middlesex 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Council – $50,000

“These resourc-
es arrive at a piv-
otal moment for 
the neighbors 
we serve,” said 
Marybeth Campbell, 
CEO of Worcester 
Community Action 
Council.  “Rising 
costs for basic essen-
tials and diminishing 
public supports have 
created a perfect 
storm of economic 
insecurity.  This gen-
erous philanthrop-
ic investment will 

make a meaningful 
impact when it’s 
needed most.”

“The need for 
emergency assis-
tance is especially 
acute now, and hav-
ing flexible resourc-
es means that we 
can respond quickly 
and thoughtfully to 
what people coming 
to us need in that 
moment,” said Kevin 
Reed, executive 
director of Making 
Opportunity Count.  
“We are deeply 
appreciative of The 
Health Foundation 
of Central 
Massachusetts for 
this generous sup-
port that will make 
a huge difference for 
the individuals we 
serve.”

“We are incredi-
bly grateful to The 
Health Foundation 
of Central 
Massachusetts for 
recognizing the 
acute need across 
the region as costs 
continue to rise 
and resources 
for assistance are 
threatened,” said 
Susan Gentili, pres-
ident & CEO of 
South Middlesex 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Council.  “The 
stress created by 
financial hardship 
can be overwhelm-
ing.  This emergen-
cy assistance grant 
comes at a critical 
moment and will 

serve as a lifeline 
for people across 
our region as they 
work to meet their 
basic needs.”

About The 
Health Foundation 
of Central 
Massachusetts

The Health 
F o u n d a t i o n 
of Central 
Massachusetts is 
dedicated to improv-
ing the health of 
those who live or 
work in Central 
Massachusetts, with 
particular emphasis 
on vulnerable pop-
ulations and unmet 
needs.  Through its 
unique and impact-
ful approach to 
grantmaking, The 
Health Foundation 
supports communi-
ty-identified health 
issues, with health 
defined broadly to 
include social deter-
minants of health 
and with a focus on 
promoting health 
equity.  As a health 
conversion foun-
dation launched in 
1999 following the 
sale of the not-for-
profit HMO Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Health Care Inc., The 
Health Foundation’s 
grants have totaled 
over $60 million 
to more than 240 
unique organizations 
over its history.  For 
more information, 
visit www.thfcm.
org.

and faculty lead Dr. 
Adelina N. Healy of 
Dudley.

Her service 
extended well 
beyond the class-
room. Lombardo 
provided onsite 
medical care at 
large-scale events, 
including:

• The Central 
Massachusetts Show 
Choir Festival, sup-
porting more than 

500 student perform-
ers from 24 schools

• The Shepherd 
Hill Regional High 
School Festival of 
Crafts

• Community 
health screenings 
and first aid initia-
tives throughout 
Webster, Dudley, 
and surrounding 
towns

Volunteer shifts 
frequently stretched 

from early morning 
to late evening—an 
embodiment of nurs-
ing’s commitment to 
service and care.

Words that defined 
the bond

In 2021, 
Lombardo public-
ly reflected on the 
influence of her 
mentor:

“So thankful I met 
and have learned 
from you. I aspire to 
be half the woman 
you are.”

Dr. Bolandrina’s 
response captured 
the essence of mean-
ingful mentorship:

“You were great 
even before you 
came to Bay Path. 
Continue to soar and 
shine!”

That encourage-
ment proved pro-
phetic.

From student to 
speaker

In June 2025, 
Lombardo reached a 
milestone few alum-
ni achieve when 
she was selected as 
Commencement 
Speaker for the 
Bay Path Practical 

Nursing Class of 
2025, having also 
served as an inspi-
rational speaker wel-
coming the Class 
of 2024 into Term 
2. Standing on the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t 
stage, she represent-
ed not only personal 
achievement but the 
long-term impact of 
the program itself.

Her journey—
from PN student to 
RN, from volunteer 
to leader—became 
a living example for 
graduating students 
of what is possible 
beyond the class-
room.

More than col-
leagues

Beyond their pro-
fessional collabora-
tion, Dr. Bolandrina 
and Lombardo share 
a genuine friendship. 
They are often seen 
supporting charita-
ble causes and local 
music events, includ-
ing performances by 
Otan Vargas (https://
www.otanvargas-
music.com/), with 
Dr. Bolandrina’s 
husband, Joseph 

Bolandrina, fre-
quently part of the 
gatherings. These 
shared moments 
reflect a bond that 
transcends titles, 
timelines, and roles.

A lasting legacy
The birthday mes-

sage that sparked 
reflection this month 
was more than a cel-
ebration of another 
year—it was a quiet 
affirmation of Bay 
Path’s enduring leg-
acy.

The relation-
ship between Dr. 
Gretheline R. 
Bolandrina and 
Hannah Lombardo, 
RN, stands as a tes-
tament to what hap-
pens when educa-
tion extends beyond 
graduation and men-
torship becomes life-
long.

From classroom 
lessons to com-
mencement speech-
es, their shared 
decade tells a power-
ful story: at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
Academy, educa-
tion doesn’t end—it 
evolves.

WORCESTER 
— A simple birth-
day message shared 
earlier this month 
quietly revealed 
something extraordi-
nary: a decade-long 
mentorship between 
a Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy 
alumna and her for-
mer instructor—one 
that has grown into 
enduring profession-
al collaboration, gen-
uine friendship, and 
a legacy.

“Happiest of 
birthdays to you, 
my friend, mentor, 
and teacher,” wrote 
Hannah Lombardo, 
RN, of Woodstock 
Valley, Conn., for-
merly of Webster, 
in a Dec. 11 post 
to Gretheline R. 
Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN. “To many 
more years of wis-
dom and knowledge, 
happiness and for-
tune.” 

What might have 
appeared to be a 
warm personal greet-
ing instead under-
scored a bond forged 
in the classroom and 
strengthened through 
ten years of shared 
service to students 

and the broader com-
munity.

The celebration 
itself reflected Dr. 
Bolandrina’s com-
mitment to service 
beyond education. 
She marked her 59th 
birthday at Kuru 
Kuru Ramen (https://
www.kurukurur-
amenshop.com/) 
in the Worcester 
Public Market with 
a fundraiser bene-
fiting Bikes for the 
World (https://www.
bikesfortheworld.
org/). Continuing 
that effort, the 
Bolandrinas will 
travel in February 
2026, driving 
a U-Haul load-
ed with hundreds 
of donated bicy-
cles from Gardner, 
Massachusetts, to the 
organization’s head-
quarters in Rockville, 
Md.—transforming 
a personal milestone 
into an act of global 
generosity.

Where it began
The connection 

began in 2014, when 
Lombardo was a stu-
dent in the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
program under Dr. 
Bolandrina’s instruc-
tion. Like many 

students, Lombardo 
g r a d u a t e d — b u t 
unlike most, she 
never truly left.

Soon after earning 
her LPN, Lombardo 
began returning to 
Bay Path as a vol-
unteer skills lab 
assistant, mock code 
participant, and 
guest speaker. As her 
career advanced—
from LPN to 
Clinical Educator, 
CPR/BLS Instructor, 
Nurse Supervisor, 
and eventually 
Registered Nurse 
with an Associate 
Degree in Nursing—
her involvement 
with the Academy 
only deepened.

A model of men-
torship in motion

By 2017, 
Lombardo was reg-
ularly assisting in 
skills labs. By 2018 
and 2019, she was 
sharing job oppor-
tunities, mentoring 
students, and helping 
guide new nurses as 
they navigated their 
professional path-
ways. She became a 
familiar and trusted 
presence at commu-
nity events, often 
volunteering along-
side Dr. Bolandrina 
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plus so much more!

7:00

From classroom to Commencement stage: A Bay Path mentorship that spanned a decade

Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts 
announces emergency assistance grants

Courtesy

Chief Shane Woodson of the Southbridge Police Department was sworn in last week as President of 
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association. Photo courtesy of the Association’s Facebook page.



STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge Police 
Department proudly congratulates Sgt. 
Thomas Giordano and Sgt. Richard Tracy on 
completing the Command Training Series: 
First Line Supervisor Course at the Justice 
System Training and Research Institute 
at Roger Williams University in partner-
ship with the New England Association of 
Chiefs of Police on December 12th.

This intensive 80-hour course prepares 
first-line supervisors to lead effectively, 
make sound decisions, and manage the 
daily operations of a modern law enforce-
ment agency.

The role of sergeant is a critical leader-
ship position within the department, serving 
as the bridge between command staff and 
patrol officers. Sergeants mentor and guide 
personnel, ensure policies and procedures 
are applied consistently, and help shape the 
culture, performance, and professionalism 
of the entire department. Completing this 
training equips Sgt. Giordano and Sgt. 
Tracy with the tools and knowledge to 
excel in these responsibilities.

The course covered key areas includ-
ing leadership and management princi-
ples, problem-solving, organizational and 
interpersonal communication, labor rela-
tions, disciplinary issues, and ethical deci-
sion-making. Graduates represented police 
departments from across New England.

STURBRIDGE — On Dec. 16, 
the Sturbridge Police Department, 
in partnership with Seniors and Law 
Enforcement Together (S.A.L.T.), was 
proud to participate in the annual 
Christmas Spaghetti Luncheon at the 
Sturbridge Senior Center—a cherished 
tradition that continues to bring our 
community together during the holi-
day season.

This event would not be possible 
without Barbara Boiteau, our Lead 
Dispatcher, who for more than 20 
years has selflessly planned and coor-
dinated this dinner. Barbara’s dedica-
tion is truly remarkable. She generous-
ly donates countless hours of her own 
time and even some of her own money 
each year to ensure our seniors feel 
welcomed, appreciated, and celebrat-
ed. Her commitment is the heart of this 
event, and I am deeply grateful to her 
for taking on this role year after year.

Police officers, dispatchers, and 
civilian PD employees proudly stepped 
into new roles as waiters and waitress-
es, serving coffee, soft drinks, fresh 
salad from Hearthstone, rolls (includ-
ing the Publick House’s famous sticky 
buns), delicious pasta and meatballs 
from Village Pizza, and an incredible 
layered cake from the Publick House. 
Together, we served approximately 60 
seniors, shared a warm meal, and dis-
tributed Christmas gifts to everyone in 
attendance.

Most importantly, we want to recog-
nize and thank the seniors who attend-
ed this event. Your presence is what 
makes this luncheon so special. Seeing 
familiar faces, sharing stories, laugh-
ter, and conversation, and feeling your 
continued support means more to us 
than words can express. This event is 
held in your honor, and we are grateful 
for the opportunity to spend this time 
with you each year.

We would like to extend a special 
thank you to Michael Glick and Edwin 
Morales of the Publick House, Lenny 
Petrillo from Hearthstone, and Callie 
and Jose from Village Pizza. Not only 
did they generously donate the food 
for this event, but they also spent the 
afternoon working in the kitchen to 
ensure everything ran smoothly. Their 
continued support year after year is 
truly appreciated by the Sturbridge 
Police Department.

We also want to recognize the incred-
ible staff at the Sturbridge Senior 
Center—Michelle, Suzanne, Leslie, 

and Marcia—who consistently assist 
with setup and breakdown. Thank you 
for all that you do to help make this 
event a success.

In addition, police officers, dis-
patchers, civilian employees, and 
numerous local businesses donated 
to this event to ensure every senior 
in attendance received a thoughtful 
Christmas gift.

Finally, a very special thank you to 
Brian Fitzgerald, who once again went 
above and beyond by dressing up as 
Santa Claus and personally present-
ing the gifts. His enthusiasm brought 
smiles, laughter, and a little extra 
holiday magic to the room, making 
the evening even more memorable for 
everyone in attendance.

Without the generosity, time, and 
teamwork of all these individuals and 
organizations—and the wonderful 
seniors we are honored to serve—this 
special tradition simply would not be 
possible. Thank you all for helping 
make this a memorable holiday event 
for our seniors.

[Photos and information taken from 
the department’s Facebook page.]
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 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 
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LIVE MUSICLINEUP
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Winter 
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take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu
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LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$89999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 9am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

CHRISTMAS
SALE!

THOUSANDS OF
       BIKES    

E-BIKES!

SLEDS,
SKATES,
& TOBOGGANS
HUGE SELECTION!

OPEN: Dec. 23rd, and Dec 24th: 8:00am-8:00pm 

TOY
CLEARANCE!

SAVE UP TO

70% Off!

Thank you to all of 
our loyal customers 
this holiday season. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! and Happy New Year! ~Morse Lumber &  ~Morse Lumber &  

Morse Family Christmas Tree FarmMorse Family Christmas Tree Farm

Morse Lumber Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Co., Inc.
994 N Woodstock Rd., Southbridge MA 01550

Route 169, 1/2 Mile from Conn. Line
508-764-3231  Morse-Lumber.com

Sturbridge PD takes part in a holiday tradition

Sturbridge police sergeants complete first 
line supervisor training at Roger Williams
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Raymond J. 
Henrickson, Cynthia R. Henrickson 
to Sovereign Bank, dated March 10, 
2009 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 43965, Page 358, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing, the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 12:00 PM on 
January 23, 2026, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 389 Breakneck 
Road, Southbridge, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
That certain piece or parcel of land, 
and the buildings and improvements 
thereon:
In the Town of: SOUTHBRIDGE
County of: WORCESTER
and State of: MASSACHUSETTS
and being more particularly described 
in a deed recorded in Book: 11666 
Page 141 of the WORCESTER 
County, City of SOUTHBRIDGE 
which property is more commonly 
known as 389 BREAKNECK ROAD, 
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550 (“Propery 
Address”);
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed  
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 11666, Page 141.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are 
in force and are applicable, having 
priority over said mortgage, whether 
or not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Ten Thousand  ($10,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The 
balance is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to 
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within 
thirty (30) days from the date of sale. 
Deed will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The description of the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of an error in 
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
SANTANDER BANK N.A FORMERLY 
KNOWN AS SOVEREIGN BANK N.A. 
FORMERLY KNOWN AS SOVEREIGN 
BANK
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
28564
December 25, 2025
January 1, 2026
January 8, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P4300EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Paula Katherine Gidopoulos
Date of Death:08/13/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Marie Gidopoulos of Leominster 
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Marie Gidopoulos of Leominster MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
01/136/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 15, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P4233GD    

CITATION  GIVING NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF  
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO  
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304 & § 5-405 

In the matter of: 
Amanda Giles    

Of: Sturbridge, MA 
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Department Of Devel-
opmental Serv of Worcester, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleg-
ing that  Amanda Giles is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that
Catherine Giles of  Webster, MA 
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
01/06/2026. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 10, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
December 25, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Holly A. Moran to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc., dated 
September 17, 2003, and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
31726 at Page 52, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
by assignment from Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., S/B/M Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage, Inc., to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the LB Igloo 
Series IV Trust, dated May 5, 2021, re-
corded in Book 65100, Page 244; by an 
assignment of mortgage from US Bank 
Trust National Association, as Trustee 
of the LB-Igloo Series IV Trust to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, as 
Trustee of the LB-Cabana Series IV 
Trust, dated July 23, 2021, recorded in 
Book 65813, Page 83. For breach of 

the conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 1:00 
P.M. on the 7th day of January 2026, at 
9 Cricket Drive, Sturbridge, MA 01566, 
all and singular the premises described 
in said mortgage,
To wit:
The land in Sturbridge with the build-
ings thereon, situated on the westerly 
side of Cricket Drive extending from 
Grasshopper Lane, being lot 11 on a 
plan of Country Hill Estates by Wayne 
Morse and Donald Murray, dated 
February 19,1964 and filed with the 
Worcester District Deeds, Plan Book 
280 Plan 45, bounded and described 
as follows:
EASTERLY	  by Cricket Drive 109 
feet; 
SOUTHERLY	  by lot 12 on said plan 
103.25 feet; 
WESTERLY	  by land of Gervais 
109.02 feet; and
NORTHERLY by lot 10 on said plan 
102.40 feet.

Subject to restrictive covenants cover-
ing the premises and other lots shown 
on said plan dated April 8, 1964 and 
recorded with the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 4462, Page 
273. 
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of ten thou-
sand dollars ($10,000) by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
wire transfer to Demerle & Associates 
P.C., 10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, 
MA 02129 within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale.  Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording upon receipt 
in full of the purchase price.  In the 
event of an error in this publication, the 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 

as Trustee of the LB-Cabana Series 
IV Trust, 

Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle & Associates P.C.
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

December 11, 2025
December 18, 2025
December 25, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 173 Pleasant Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Ronald J 
Benvenuti Jr and Ronald J Benvenuti 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC, 
and now held by Guild Mortgage 
Company LLC, said mortgage dated 
October 7, 2022 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 68328, 
Page 320, said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC 
to Guild Mortgage Company LLC by 
assignment dated February 8, 2024 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 70191, Page 304; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on January 8, 2026 at 12:00 
PM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 
The land, together with the buildings 
thereon, in Southbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, property 
now known as Parcel B-1 of 173 
Pleasant Street, Southbridge, MA, and 
is more formerly described as follows:  
BEGINNING at a point at the northeast 
corner of tract herein described on the 
westerly sideline of Pleasant Street 
at the southeast corner of Parcel B-2;  
Thence S. 37° 37’ 40” W., along the 
westerly sideline of said Pleasant 
Street, a distance of one hun-
dred twenty and sixty-one hun-
dredths (120.61) feet to a point;  
Thence N. 61° 29’ 20” W., along 
land of Marc A. and Janet M. 
Cournoyer, a distance of one hun-

dred thirty-three and sixty-one hun-
dredths (133.61) feet to a point;  
Thence N. 27° 15’ 00” E. along land 
of Felix Burda, now or formerly, a 
distance of sixty-eight and eighty-one 
hundredths (68.81) feet to a point;  
Thence N. 57° 57’ 00” W. along said 
Burda land, a distance of four and 
ten hundredths (4.10) feet to a point;  
Thence N. 24° 40 ‘00” E. along land of 
Leo Desmarair, now or formerly, a dis-
tance of seventy- seven and forty-four 
hundredths (77.44) feet to a point;  
Thence S. 52° 02’ 00” E along said 
Parcel B-2, a distance of one hun-
dred sixty-five and eighty- hundredths 
(165.80) feet to the point of BEGINNING.  
The above tract contains an area of 
19,670 square feet.
For title, see deed recorded herewith. 
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated October 6, 2022 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
68328, Page 317.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company 
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
December 11, 2025
December 18, 2025 
December 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P4238EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Parth S Patel 
Also known as: Parth Patel
Date of Death: 12/07/2024  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for   Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Sanjay Patel of Charlton MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Sanjay Patel of Charlton MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
01/06/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 09, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 25, 2025

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  • email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Berlin, VT: She was a 
devoted mother, wife, 
and daughter whose pres-
ence shaped everyone who 
knew her. She spent her life 
building a home filled with 
warmth and connection, 
and she was happiest when 
everyone was together.

Linda L. (Miscook) 
Roscioli, 80, passed away 
on December 16th, after 
living with dementia for the 
past few years.

Linda leaves her loving 
husband of 54 years, Richard Roscioli 
of Berlin, VT; her daughters, Gina 
O’Callaghan and her husband Sean of 
Nantucket, and Nikki Barran and her 
husband Andre of Stowe, VT; her sons, 
Daniel Roscioli and his wife Nicole of 
Waterbury, VT and Michael Roscioli 
of Waterbury, VT; her nine cherished 
grandchildren, Nicolas, Natalia, Brenton, 
Julian, Charles, Thatcher, Avalene, 
Roisin and Scarlett, who were a constant 
source of joy and pride.

Linda was born in Southbridge, the 
daughter of Alfred and Annette (Lebouef) 
Miscook.

She attended school in Southbridge, 
graduating from Southbridge High 
School, and continued her education at 
Salter’s Secretarial School and Annhurst 
College. After dedicating herself to rais-
ing her four children, Linda returned 
to school at American International 
College, where she earned a master’s 
degree in education.

Linda devoted many years to teaching 
special education students at Warren 
Elementary School, where her patience, 
kindness, and steady encouragement left 
a lasting impact. She advocated fiercely 
for her students with a heart of gold and 
the patience of a saint, she had a remark-
able ability to make others feel seen, 
valued, and understood.

Beyond the classroom, Linda gave 
generously of her time as a volunteer 

with the Sturbridge Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
the Sturbridge Senior 
Center, and as a longtime 
softball coach. She served 
for many years as head 
of the Sturbridge Girls 
Softball League, mentoring 
young people and instill-
ing confidence, teamwork, 
and kindness. Upon retiring 
to the Villages in Florida, 
Linda continued her quiet 
giving back by volunteering 
at the soup kitchen at St. 

Theresa’s Catholic Church.
Throughout her life, Linda found joy 

in gardening, golfing, cooking, and ski-
ing, especially when those moments 
brought family together. She was also 
a devoted lover of all things Christmas, 
delighting in the season’s magic and car-
rying that warmth throughout the year. 
An avid skier, she spent many years in 
Vermont during her children’s upbring-
ing, creating lasting family memories 
on the slopes. She eventually returned to 
Vermont, where she spent the final years 
of her life close to her children and their 
growing families.

Linda’s greatest love was always 
her family, whom she supported with 
unwavering devotion, quiet strength. Her 
home was a place of comfort, gathering, 
and love. Her legacy lives on in the 
closeness of her family and the love she 
gave so freely.

Her funeral Mass will be held on 
Tuesday, December 30th, from the 
Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 130 
Hamilton Street, Southbridge, with 
a Mass at 11:00am in the St. Anne–
St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church Street, 
Sturbridge. Burial will follow in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery, Southbridge. Calling 
hours will be held at the funeral home on 
Tuesday, December 30th, from 9:00 to 
10:30 am, prior to the Mass.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 
Southbridge, is directing arrangements.

Linda L. Roscioli
OBITUARIES CHARLTON CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on January 14, at 7PM 
on the application of Melissa Dilegge.
The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent 
for the construction of an accessory 
dwelling unit addition to an existing 
single-family home within the 100-ft 
buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland. The project location is: 101 N 
Sturbridge Road, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 12-A-1.16. 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at 
the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
December 25, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION

 PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License 

Application pursuant to
 M.G.L. Chapter 91

25-WW-PRE-0091-APP
NOTIFICATION DATE: December 25, 
2025
PERMITTEE: Susan Rogers
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS: 208 
Hemlock Path Sturbridge MA
Public notice is hereby given of the 
application for a Chapter 91 Simplified 
License by Susan Rogers to construct/
maintain a dock in the waters of Big 
Alum at 208 Hemlock Path, Sturbridge, 
Worcester County. 
The Department will consider all writ-
ten comments on this Chapter 91 ap-
plication received by within 30 days of 
the “Notification Date”. Failure of any 
aggrieved person or group of ten cit-
izens or more to submit written com-
ments to the Waterways Regulation 
Program will result in the waiver of 
any right to an adjudicatory hearing in 
accordance with 310 CMR 9.13(4)(c). 
The group of citizens must include at 
least five citizens who are residents of 
the municipality in which the proposed 
project is located. 
Project plans for this Chapter 91 appli-
cation are on file for public viewing elec-
tronically, by request to dep.waterways@
mass.gov. If you do not have access to 
email, please leave a voicemail at (617) 
292-5929 and you will be contacted with 
information on alternative options.
It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with dep.
waterways@mass.gov when possible. 
Alternatively, comments may be mailed 
to the Waterways Regulation Program at: 
100 Cambridge St, Suite 900, Boston, 
MA 02114.
December 25, 2025

LEGALS



typing, or proofreading doc-
uments. We cannot provide 
medical, legal, and business 
advice or opinions.

One-on-One Tech Help - 
Local History Room - regis-
tration required

Thursdays, January 8, 22, 
29 at 4:30, 5:30, or 6:30 pm

Do you have a more com-
plicated question than we 
can cover during Drop-in 
Tech Help? Would you like 
to learn some basic email or 
internet skills? Make a one-
on-one appointment with the 
Charlton Library's Digital 
Skills Instructor and get up 
to 60 minutes of dedicat-
ed support. Please make a 
one-on-one appointment in 
person at the library, online, 
or by calling 508-248-0452. 
We cannot assist with set-
ting up a new device; fixing/
restoring/repairing a broken 
or infected device, app, or 
email account; entering sen-
sitive information for you 
(e.g. credit card informa-
tion, social security number, 
online banking, etc.); key-
boarding, typing, or proof-
reading documents. We can-
not provide medical, legal, 

and business advice or opin-
ions.

Friends of Charlton Public 
Library

Tuesday, January 13, 3:30-
4:45 - Community Meeting 
Room

The monthly meeting 
of the Friends of Charlton 
Public Library. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

Needle Felted Snowman
Tuesday, January 13, 

5:30-7:00 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - registration 
required

Learn to make a snow-
man out of wool! For teens 
and adults ages 12 and older. 
Registration is required. 
What is Needle Felting? 
Needle felting is a craft 
where you repeatedly poke 
loose wool fibers with a 
special barbed needle, caus-
ing the fibers to interlock 
and tangle, creating a firm, 
sculpted shape or design. 
It's like sculpting with wool, 
using the needle's barbs 
to mat the fibers together, 
allowing beginners to easily 
create 3D figures, add tex-
ture to fabrics, or make dec-
orative art, with just wool, a 
felting needle, and a mat.

Tidying up your Gmail
Tuesday, January 13, 6:00-

7:00 pm - Local History 
Room - registration required

Saturday, January 17, 
1:30-2:30 pm - Local History 
Room - registration required

Is your inbox overflowing 
with unread messages, pro-
motions, and clutter? Join 
us for this beginner-friendly 
workshop on tidying up your 
Gmail! You’ll learn simple, 
practical tools to organize 
your inbox, delete unwanted 
emails in bulk, unsubscribe 
from mailing lists, create 
folders and filters, and take 
control of your email once 
and for all. Whether you’re 
aiming for “Inbox Zero” or 
just want to find important 
messages faster, this session 
will help you feel more con-
fident and organized online.

Safari, Google, and 
ChatGPT

Wednesday, January 14, 
12:30-2:00 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - registration 
required

This class covers Safari, 
the internet browser native to 
Apple products. We uncov-
er the ways Safari can help 
with searching for informa-
tion, including using Google 
and bookmarking important 

sites, and how AI applica-
tions like ChatGPT can 
assist with everyday tasks 
like writing emails, explor-
ing different topics, and 
doing research.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers 
Support Group

Thursday, January 15, 
6:00-7:30 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - no registra-
tion required

The Alzheimer’s Support 
Network Caregiver Support 
Group is led by Alzheimer’s 
Care Professionals and 
experienced caregivers. We 
offer information, resourc-
es, and strategies specif-
ic to caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s and other 
Dementias along with 
support for transitioning 
to different care settings. 
Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley 
and Charlton Public Library.

Fandom Club: Spiderman
Thursday, January 15, 

5:30-6:15 pm - Storytime 
Room - registration required

Drop by the Children's 
Room and enjoy exploring 
a new fandom and partici-
pating in related activities/
crafts! This month's fandom 
is Spiderman. For children 
ages 8+.

Rev. John Lucy on 
Christianity and Death

Thursday, January 15, 
6:00-6:30 pm - Dexter Hall - 
no registration required

A basic primer on dif-
ferent Christian traditions 
on what happens after you 
die, including from theolo-
gians who don't believe in 
a heaven awaiting us. From 
early Christian scholars to 
John Wesley and Soren 
Kierkegaard, we'll briefly 
explore the wide range of 
orthodoxy on death. Stay 
afterwards for our monthly 
Death Café discussion from 
6:30-7:30 pm.

Death Cafe
Thursday, January 15, 

6:30-7:30 pm - Dexter Hall - 
no registration required

A Death Café is a group 
directed discussion of death 
with no agenda, objectives 
or course of action, no set 
conclusions and no judge-
ment. Death Cafés provide 
a safe environment to gather, 
eat cake, drink tea or coffee, 
and enjoy open-minded con-
versation about dying and 
death. It is an opportunity 
to share, explore and ques-
tion our own perceptions of 
death. It’s not a bereavement 
session – just an open con-
versation about a topic that 
we often find taboo. You are 
welcome to share as much 
or as little as you wish. The 
group meets monthly on the 
third Thursday of the month 
from 6-7:30 pm in Dexter 
Hall. Questions? Email 
kwalker4@mac.com. The 
Death Cafe model was devel-
oped by Jon Underwood and 
Sue Barsky Reid, based on 
the ideas of Bernard Crettaz.

Crafternoon for Kids
Friday, January 16, 3:30-

4:30 pm - Storytime Room 
- registration required

Drop by the Storytime 
Room and make a fun craft! 
Best for ages 5-10. Please 
register so we know we will 
have enough supplies!

Gentle Flow Yoga
Saturday, January 17, 

10:00-11:00 am - Dexter 
Hall - registration required

All Levels Welcome! 
Breathe, stretch, and unwind 
in this relaxing 60-minute 
yoga class. Perfect for begin-
ners and experienced yogis 
alike, this class will blend 
gentle, mindful movement 
with calming breathwork 
and end in a deeply rest-
ful savasana. Bring a mat, 
water bottle and any props. 
(Some blocks and knee 
pads available). Led by Erin 
Anderson – RYT-200 yoga 

instructor and SEL facilita-
tor. Registration is required. 
This program is for adults 
and teens ages 13 and up.

Saturday Acoustic Roots 
Jam-SARJ

Saturday, January 17, 
12:00-1:30 - Community 
Meeting Room

An acoustic only music 
jam. Open to all 18+. Email 
Rich at Cule5632@gmail.
com for more information.

Intro to Qello Concerts & 
Classica

Tuesday, January 20, 6:00-
7:00 pm - Local History 
Room - registration required

Saturday, January 24, 
1:30-2:30 pm - Local History 
Room - registration required

In this class, partic-
ipants will learn about 
two of the library’s Music 
Video streaming platforms: 
Qello Concert & Classica. 
Qello Concerts is a stream-
ing service that brings the 
live concert experience to 
your screen. Featuring full-
length concerts and music 
documentaries from legend-
ary artists and today’s top 
performers, Qello offers an 
extensive collection across 
every genre—from rock, 
pop, and jazz to classical 
and country. With high-qual-
ity recordings and exclusive 
behind-the-scenes footage, 
Qello Concerts lets music 
lovers relive iconic perfor-
mances and discover new 
favorites anytime, anywhere. 
Classica is a premium 
streaming service dedicat-
ed to the world of classical 
music, opera, and ballet. It 
offers audiences access to 
stunning performances from 
renowned concert halls, 
opera houses, and festivals 
around the globe. With 
expertly produced record-
ings, behind-the-scenes doc-
umentaries, and exclusive 
artist interviews, Classica 
provides an immersive expe-
rience for both lifelong clas-
sical music enthusiasts and 
newcomers alike.

CULE- Charlton Ukulele 
League & Ensemble

Thursday, January 22, 
6:00-8:00 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - no registra-
tion required

This club is a FREE, fun, 
low stress and entertaining 
way for adults 18+ to learn 
music together. You will 
be guided by experienced 
musicians who encourage 
you to find your own level 
of achievement. Making 
music together is the perfect 
antidote to the feeling that 
you will never be able to 
play music. You can! What's 
more you'll enjoy the compa-
ny of others. Any questions? 
Email Rich at Cule5632@
gmail.com

Critical Thinking 
Discussion Group 

Friday, January 23, 1:00-
2:00 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - no registra-
tion required

No experience with crit-
ical thinking discussion 
groups is necessary. Books/
materials are available for 
checkout one month prior 
to discussion. Questions? 
Email saga3@charter.net.

Drop-in Needle Felting 
for Adults

Wednesday, January 
21, 10:00-11:30 am - 
Community Meeting Room 
- no registration required

Tuesday, January 27, 6:00-
7:30 pm - Local History 
Room - no registration 
required

This time is just for you 
to drop-in and work on your 
projects! There will be nee-
dles, wool, and pads for use 
but no formal instruction or 
project planned. Feel free 
to bring a project you've 
already started or use our 
supplies to bring your ideas 
to life. This program is for 

adults 18 and over due to the 
nature of the materials being 
used.

Winter Sowing
Saturday, January 24, 

12:00-2:30 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - registration 
required

Join Lady Fern Farm for 
a native plant-winter sow-
ing-workshop. This is a 
hands on, make and take 
event. Participants will learn 
the importance of growing 
native plants, what differ-
ence one yard can make, 
and create mini greenhouses 
from recycled milk and/or 
water jugs. Please bring 1 or 
2 opaque milk or water jugs 
(soil and seeds will be pro-
vided).  Get your gardening 
fix this winter!

Intro to Universal Class
Tuesday, January 27, 6:00-

7:00 pm - Dexter Hall - reg-
istration required

Saturday, January 31, 
1:30-2:30 pm - Local History 
Room - registration required

In this class, participants 
will learn how to set up a 
free account and navigate 
Universal Class learn-
ing platform. Please note: 
This platform is only free 
to Charlton residents with 
a Charlton Library card. 
Universal Class is an online 
education experience offer-
ing over 540 courses in sub-
jects like Entrepreneurship, 
Home and Garden Care, 
Computers and Technology, 
Health and Medicine, home-
schooling, Job Assistance, 
Law, and many more. 
It offers a wide variety of 
step-by-step video classes 
taught by expert instructors. 
Whether you are looking to 
make a career change or pick 
up a new hobby, Universal 
class can help, all from the 
comfort of your home.

Personalizing Your Device
Wednesday, January 

28, 10:30-11:30 am - 
Community Meeting Room 
- registration required

In this class, we learn 
about different ways to cus-
tomize the iPhone and iPad 
to suit your preferences bet-
ter. We’ll cover reorganizing 
our Home Screens, creating 
folders, changing the appear-
ance of our displays, and 
changing the image used 
for the wallpapers and Lock 
Screens.

Back to Basics: An Intro 
to Smartphones and Tablets

Wednesday, January 28, 
12:30-1:30 pm - Community 
Meeting Room - no registra-
tion required

This introductory class 
introduces new users to the 
basics of using the iPhone 
and iPad. It will cover the 
hardware of the iPhone and 
iPad, important areas of the 
devices, and accessing com-
mon tools like the flashlight, 
alarm, and camera.

Quabbin Wildlife Stories
Saturday, January 31, 

10:30-12:00 pm - Dexter 
Hall - registration required

The show "Stories of 
Wildlife at the Quabbin 
Reservoir” will include the 
bald eagle introduction pro-
gram that took place during 
the 1980’s that introduced 
the bald eagle back into 
Massachusetts as a nesting 
species. This program has 
since had great results and 
has grown to 100 bald eagle 
nests in MA last year as 
counted by MassWildlife. It 
will also include the ongoing 
Quabbin moose survey with 
short videos of moose, bob-
cats and deer that have been 
filmed on trail cameras set to 
film moose. Also included 
will be the Quabbin loon 
survey, the turkey reintro-
duction in the mid 1960’s as 
well as other animal surveys 
that have been occurring on 
the Quabbin watershed since 
the 1970’s.

10  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, December 25-26, 2025

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

j j j j j j

Lovely is an independent and 
kind young girl whose name per-
fectly reflects her sweet and friend-
ly nature. She has a wonderful 
sense of humor and enjoys shar-
ing laughs with those around her. 
While it may take her a little time to 
open up, once she feels comforta-
ble she values and enjoys her con-
nections with others. Described as 
quiet and easygoing, Lovely has a 
calm, go-with-the-flow attitude that 
makes her a joy to be around. She 
has a creative spirit and a love for 
painting, proudly displaying her 

artwork and expressing herself through color and design. Love-
ly’s gentle nature, paired with her creativity and sense of humor, 
makes her a truly special girl. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21188851857 

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.             

Lovely 
Age 16 

Registration #8332 

774-200-7308

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

LIBRARY
continued from page  A3

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
Southbridge Town Council 
is currently holding readings 
of a proposed bylaw regard-
ing the demolition of build-

ings. This proposal has been 
worked on for the past sev-
eral years with the Historic 
Commission and Building 
Department.

This bylaw is is being 
proposed  for the purpose 
of preserving and protect-
ing significant buildings and 
structures within the Town of 

Southbridge which constitute 
or reflect distinctive features 
of the architectural, histori-
cal, or cultural history of the 
Town and to limit the detri-

mental effect of demolition 
on the character of the town.

A copy of the proposed 
bylaw is available at the 
Town Clerk's office as well 

as the Town Manager's 
office.  If you wish to pro-
vide any comments, please 
send them in writing to the 
Town Manager's office.

Demolition bylaw proposed in Southbridge
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE
Is now a good time to purchase a house?

Can I buy with "0" Down Payment?
Why do I need a Buyer Agent?

Call or Visit an Open House and we can
 chat about Real Estate Opportunities

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

143 Charlton Rd. $595,000

*Central Air *Central Vac
*Fireplace *Update kitchen 
counters and center island

*3 Full Baths 
* 24x20 Game room

*1st Floor Family room
*2 Car Garage

 * View Video on Realtor.com

DUDLEY- 
PRIVATE BACKYARD- 

NEAR SCHOOLS & SHOPPING

*1.38 Acres *2 Full baths * 1900 Sq. Ft.
 *Finished Lower Level includes 

Family 
room, Office, 
Game room 
*Fireplace
 *2 Mini 

Splits (A/C)

*View Video
*3 Bedroom 

* 24’ Great Room
*Upgraded 

flooring, cabinets, 
lighting fixtures

*Gas heat, 
Gas fireplace
*Central Air

CHARLTON- NEW LISTING DUDLEY- 7 ACRES INCLUDES 
5 ACRE BUILDABLE LOT

LAND! LAND! 
LAND!
30.2 Acres

Southbridge/ Dudley
Includes 4 Frontage 

Lots- Build or
 use for Recreation

Blackmer Rd $295,000

126 Old Southbridge Rd. $800’s50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

Merry Christmas
to all from all of us at the

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

We are proud to be an American!
God Bless theUnited States of America!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



WORCESTER — 
Cornerstone Bank 
announced today that with 
the completion of the merg-
er with Athol Savings Bank 
(ASB), that Daniel J. Zona 
will be assuming the role 
of president of Cornerstone 
Bank. Zona will succeed 
Randal D. Webber, who is 
retiring.

Zona brings extensive 
experience in communi-
ty banking, leadership and 

operational management. 
As president and CEO of 
ASB, he successfully led 
the institution while main-
taining a strong focus on 
community engagement, 
customer service and inno-
vation. He will now guide 
Cornerstone Bank into its 
next chapter, overseeing an 
expanded footprint and a 
growing team.

“I’m honored to lead 
Cornerstone Bank into this 

next chapter,” said Zona. 
“Both banks share a com-
mitment to our community, 
employees and customers. 
Together, we can achieve 
strategic growth while 
maintaining a communi-
ty-first approach rooted in 
mutual values. The people 
matter most.”

Zona emphasized his pri-
orities in the role will include 
integrating the Cornerstone 
and Athol teams, getting to 

know employees, preserv-
ing the legacy and commu-
nity connections of Athol 
Savings Bank and lever-
aging Cornerstone’s digi-
tal banking capabilities to 
enhance customer experi-
ences.

Todd Tallman, CEO of 
Cornerstone Bank, com-
mented, “Dan’s leadership 
and deep understanding of 
community banking make 
him the perfect person to 
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 7 STAR LIQUORS 7 STAR LIQUORS
543 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

508-764-0644
Follow Us @7StarLiquors

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm •Sunday 10am-11pm

Million dollar Million dollar 
winner onwinner on

$5 scratch ticket $5 scratch ticket 
sold here!! sold here!! 

WEBSTER — On 
Sunday, Dec. 7, at the 
Advent Family Mass, Saint 
Joseph School proudly cele-
brated the annual installation 
ceremony for new members 
of the Children of Mary 
Sodality—a cherished faith-
based organization open to 
girls in Grades 3–8 at Saint 
Joseph School.

The ceremony was led 
with poise and reverence 
by the Sodality’s student 
officers: President Ivonka 
Warnajtys, Vice President 
Evelyn Macko, Secretary 
Amelia Potem, and Treasurer 
Sophia Surowaniec. One 
of the most meaningful 
moments of the installation 
took place at the altar, as 
parents placed the symbolic 
robes on their daughters, a 
beautiful sign of the girls’ 
induction into the Sodality 
and their commitment to 
grow in faith and devotion.

Adding to the solem-
nity of the occasion, Rev. 
Richard Polek, Pastor and 
Headmaster of Saint Joseph 
School, blessed rosaries and 
Miraculous Medals.  Then, 
he personally placed a medal 
on each newly installed 
member. At the same time, 
Betty Sabaj, President of 
the Holy Rosary Sodality, 
presented each new member 
with a blessed rosary affirm-
ing the Sodality’s call to live 
as young women of prayer, 
virtue, and Marian devotion.

In addition to their spiritu-
al formation, the Children of 
Mary contribute to parish life 
through service. Members 
participate in First Friday 
Adoration, praying the rosary 
before the Blessed Sacrament 
and joining parishioners in 
singing the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy. They also assist in 
organizing and preparing the 
parish Advent Angel Tree, 
reflecting their desire to 
serve others with generous 
hearts—especially during the 

holy season of Advent.
Sr. Mary Ann Papiez 

guides the Children of Mary, 
whose mentorship encour-
ages the girls to deepen their 
relationship with Christ and 
to embrace a joyful spirit of 
discipleship.

Saint Joseph School is 
honored to support the 
Children of Mary Sodality, 
nurturing a vibrant commu-
nity of faith, devotion, leader-
ship, and service among our 
students. Congratulations to 

the newest members as they 
begin this special journey: 
third-grade students Maria 
Mazzone, Paulina Deptula, 
and Maggie Belanger, and 
fourth-grade students Nella 
Copeland, Olivia Guinto, 
and Joanna Thrun. May Our 
Blessed Mother guide and 
protect each of you as you 
grow in faith and continue 
to shine as young leaders in 
our school and parish com-
munity.

Courtesy Photo

Daniel J. Zona

Saint Joseph School welcomes new members to Children of Mary Sodality

Cornerstone Bank names Daniel J. Zona president

guide Cornerstone Bank as 
we expand into north cen-
tral Massachusetts. His val-
ues, vision and dedication 
to employees and customers 
align seamlessly with our 
mission.”

The merger between ASB 
and Cornerstone Bank will 
allow existing and new cus-
tomers to access a broader 
suite of products and ser-
vices, including enhanced 
digital banking options, 
while maintaining local 
branch relationships and 
community involvement. 
ASB will operate as a divi-
sion of Cornerstone Bank, 
retaining its name and all 
current locations.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of a 
long history of supporting 
the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to 
help people and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking 

model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independently 
under its own name and 
brand, provides the high-
est level of service and 
expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with 
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad 
range of deposit and loan 
products and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a tagline, 
but also one of our guiding 
corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Courtesy

Newly installed members of the Children of Mary Sodality stand together at the front of the church, 
facing the congregation with reverence and pride following their induction ceremony at Saint 
Joseph Basilica. Behind them at the altar stands Rev. Richard Polek, Pastor and Headmaster, who 
moments earlier blessed and presented each girl with a Miraculous Medal.
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