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SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS

Sturbridge Rotary President Klaus Hachfeld presents checks to the 2025 scholarship recipi-
ents (left to right) Anthony Fazzuoli, Ethan Parker, Jocelyn Mrotek, Jackson Landine, Rachel

Salisbury, Charlotte Ardis, Samantha Baker, and Griffin Harold.
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Courtesy

Courtesy

Recently graduated Tantasqua Regional High School Interact officers (back row) Jackson
Landine, Rachel Salisbury, Jocelyn Mrotek, Charlotte Ardis, and Samantha Baker passed the

torch, and the gavel, to the incoming slate of officers (front row): Emmett Deatte, president;

Mairead Fairbrother, secretary, Evie Spencer, Treasurer; and Julie Anne Petersen, publicist.
Vice president Ethan Zhu is not pictured.

Sturbridge Rotary Club honors local youth

STURBRIDGE — The
Sturbridge Rotary Club
proudly hosted its an-
nual Youth Celebratory
Dinner on July 15 at the
Publick House Historic
Inn, bringing together
students, educators, Ro-
tarians, and local leaders
for an evening recogniz-
ing exceptional youth
achievement and service.
The event took place in
Paige Hall during the
Club’s regular meeting,
combining tradition with
celebration.

Led by Master of Cer-
emonies David M. Zo-
nia, PsyD, the evening
featured remarks from
Club President Klaus
Hachfeld, who opened the
program with the Pledge
of Allegiance and Rota-
ry’s Four-Way Test. Spe-
cial guests included Peter
Dufresne,
Tantasqua Regional High Rotarian Linda Langevin Zonia.

Southbridge
native collecting
Immigration stories
for new book

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — For years, Joe Lenti has lived
3,000 miles away, in Washington state. But he's never
let his fondness for his hometown fade.

After spending time writing about Costa Rica and
Mexico, he let that blossom into the idea of research-

Tum To BOOK page 9

Charlton sees results

of ADA self-evaluation |

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Town of Charlton has re-
leased the finding from a grant-funded study of
ADA compliance throughout the town buildings
with recommendations set to go before the Select
Board for ratification at a future meeting.

The study was conducted using around $43,470
in Massachusetts Office of Disability grant mon-
ey meant to spearhead the updates and designs
for Charlton’s ADA Self Evaluation and Transi-
tion Plan. On July 8, the Select Board hosted a
presentation by several individuals involved in
the study which concluded numerous needs for
the town to ensure ADA-mandated accessibility
for all and will serve as a blueprint for the town’s

Tum To ADA page 9

Courtesy

at annual celebratory dinner

Principal of sturbridge Rotary Youth Leadership Award recipients Ben Landine and Nia Warren accept their awards from Sturbridge

School (TRHS) Academ-
ic; Mark Wood, Principal
of TRHS Technical; Jean
Bubon, Sturbridge Town
Planner; Lynn Duffy
O’Shea, President of the
Brookfield Rotary Club;
and Rotary District 7910
Governor Johnny Ahern.
A highlight of the
evening was the presen-
tation of Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards
(RYLA) by Rotarian Lin-
da Langevin Zonia. RYLA
is a signature program of
Rotary International that
empowers young lead-
ers through workshops
and collaborative expe-
riences. This year, the
Sturbridge Rotary Club
awarded RYLA schol-
arships to eight local
students selected to join
over 150 Massachusetts
high school sophomores
at the RYLA Conference,
Tum To ROTARY page 14

Brimfield celebrates

Old Home Day

this weekend

BRIMFIELD — Brimfield in-
vites everyone to join them at
the fourth annual Old Home Day,
Saturday, July 26 on the grounds
of Brimfield Auction Acres at 35
Main St. The event begins at 4 p.m.
and continues until 9 p.m., when
an amazing display of Fireworks
will light up the night sky. Admis-
sion is free until 7 p.m., and then
it is $5/carload. The gate will close
at 8:30 p.m.

 *

The day includes a stellar line
up of music. Time Stretchers
Band performs 4 - 6 p.m. The Band
is known for strong lead vocals
and for their impressive vocal har-
monies. The group features Barry
Searle on guitar, Clark Howell on
drums, Sarah Miller on vocals and
percussion, Pete Rzasa on pedal
steel guitar, Paul Racicot on key-
boards and Mark Nevue on bass.

The repertoire is an enjoyable

mix of songs from many artists
and a variety of genres from the
‘50s to now! They are constantly
expanding the song list, but fre-
quently featured artists include
the Beatles, Linda Ronstadt, Tom
Petty, Johnny Cash, Badfinger,
The Pretenders, Steely Dan and
more. Immediately following from
6 — 7 p.m. will be a Community
Drum circled led by Tim Kane.

Turn To OHD page 14
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AUGUST EVENTS AT CHARLTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

For further details and
to register for programs,
please visit our website
(charltonlibrary.org)

Additional parking is
available across the street
at Town Hall and at the Ele-
mentary School.

Movies @ The Library

All showings are on Tues-
days at 1 p.m. only unless
noted - Dexter Hall - No reg-
istration required.

Aug. 5. “Thunderbolts.”
A world without Avengers
doesn't mean there's not a

group of superheroes. There
is a group and they're called
the Thunderbolts. 2025.
Rated PG-13. Runtime 126
minutes. Starring Florence
Pugh, Sebastian Stan, Da-
vid Harbour, Wyatt Russell,
Olga Kurylenko.

Aug. 12: PADDINGTON
IN PERU. Paddington in
Peru follows Paddington
and the Brown family as
they visit Aunt Lucy in
Peru. A thrilling adventure
ensues when a mystery
plunges them into an unex-
pected journey through the
Amazon rainforest and to
the mountain peaks of Peru.

.
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that

you would hope it to be?

If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.

Back and Shoulder Problems

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Pacific standard time

4. Extracts through heating and
melting

10. Express delight

11. More curvy

12. Expression of uncertainty

14. Indicates before

15. Daughter of Hera and Zeus

16. Southwestern CA city

18. Unified

22, Less attractive

23. Base of jellies

24. A large and noisy party

26. He was traded for Luka

27. Wolverine genus

28. “Happy Days™ actress Moran

30. Root of taro plant

31. Student environmental
group (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN

1. Plain-woven fabric

2. Classed

3. Suppositions

4. Midway between south
and west

5. Tropical American trees

6. Leveled

7. Published false statement

8. Adolescent

9. Junior’s father

12. Aurochs

13. Not low

17. Boxing’s GOAT

19. Short musical composition

20. Small immature herrings

21. Eavesdropper

34. Silk garments

36. Unique power

37. Ray Liotta cop film
39. Leak slowly through
40. Notion

41. Atomic #55

42, Fixed in one place
48. About heat

50. Type of baseball pitch
51. Seedless raisin

52. Large wading birds
53. Similar

54. Time zone

55. Atomic #34

56. Program

58. Old world, new

59. Contrary belief

60. “To the

degree”

2

un

. Parcels of land

29. Anger
31. Irritations
32. Hindu holy man

33. Wicker basket for fish
35. Natural object

38. Transporting in a vehicle
41. A dog is one

43. Smaller portion

44, Sew

45. Belonging to a thing

46. Horsley and Greenwood are two
47. Scottish language

49. Producer

56. Exclamation of surprise
57. Russian river
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2024. Rated PG. Runtime
106 minutes. Featuring Ben
Whishaw, Hugh Bonneville,
Emily Mortimer, Antonio
Banderas, and Olivia Col-
man.

August 19: THE BALLAD
OF WALLIS ISLAND. Old
tensions resurface when for-
mer bandmates who were
former lovers reunite for a
private show at the island
home of an eccentric million-
aire. As tempers flare and
old tensions resurface, the
stormy weather traps them
all on the island. 2025. Rated
PG-13. Runtime 99 minutes.
Starring Tom Basden, Tim
Key, Sian Clifford, Akemnji
Ndifornyen, and Carey Mul-
ligan.

August 26: DROP. When a
normal drop goes horribly
wrong, a young man finds
himself on the run from a
mysterious woman. 2025.
Rated PG-13. Runtime 100
minutes. Featuring Meghann
Fahy, Brandon Sklenar, Vio-
lett Beane, Jacob Robinson,
and Jeffery Self.

Threaded Together Fiber
Arts Group (formerly Sil-
ver Needles Knit & Crochet
Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00
pm - Sibley Reading Area - no
registration required

Bring your current project
and relax with friends. All
are welcome regardless of
skill level.

Exploration Corner

Fridays, August 1 and 8,
10:00-11:00 - Storytime Room -
registration required

Join facilitator Alexis
Moore for Exploration Cor-

ner: a series of fun classes for
kids! Alexis will teach Kkids
important life skills about
germs, body systems, breath-
ing, nutrition and exercise
through fun activities and
crafts. For ages 3-6. Limited
spaces available. Register for
each session you can attend.

LEGO Club

Friday, August 1, 2:30-3:30 -
Storytime Room - no registra-
tion required

LEGO Club encourag-
es children to learn while
having fun! Creativity, prob-
lem-solving, and teamwork
are some of the skills that
"playing" with LEGOS can
teach children. Join us on the
first Friday of each month to
complete a LEGO challenge.
All LEGO's will be provided.
Try out the Lego Challenge,
or create your own design!
Bring your friends! This is
a drop-in program recom-
mended for ages 5 - 10.

Me & My Mini

Mondays, August 4 and
11, 10:00-10:45 - Community
Meeting Room - registration
required

A 45-minute creative move-
ment group for ages birth
through 2.5 with a grown-up
led by Katelyn Cramer from
Sunflower Movement Ther-
apy. The group is focused
on adult and baby spending
quality time together, fos-
tering attachment, and baby
interacting with others their
age. Get groovy to upbeat mu-
sic with props, instruments,
and a story! Registration is
required. Space is limited.

One-on-One Visit with Ol-
ive the Therapy Dog
Tuesday, August 5, 5:30-

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON
$544,000, 284 N Sturbridge Rd, Dicenso, Carmine A, and
Dicenso, Elizabeth F, to Donovan Rt, and Donovan, Anne-

liese.

$439,900, 81 Number 6 Schoolhouse Rd, Appleton, John,
and Appleton, Diane P, to Macleod, Alexander, and Ma-

cleod, Jennifer T.

$435,777, 54 Number 10 Schoolhouse Rd, Larosa, Mark
A, and Larosa, Lisa M, to Kirkpatrick, Kacie, and Werner,

Jeremy.

Holland
$200,000, 8 Julia Ann Dr, Keith R Bazinet RET, and Ba-
zinet, Keith R, to Johnny East LL.C.

SOUTHBRIDGE

None

STURBRIDGE
$625,000, 66 Westwood Dr, Palmer Ft, and Palmer 3rd,
Thomas W, to Algoo, Shante, and Algoo, Parbhudai.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles « Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware sSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches ¢ Typewriters «Sewing Machines
o Tools  Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware «Knives «Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

TO PLACE AN AD

WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:

(508) 909-4127
legals@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news
CALL: 508-909-4149

OR send to Stonebridge Ppress
P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news
OR send to Stonebridge Press,
P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

01550.

The Charlton Villager (USPS#024-954) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm
St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at Southbridge, MA and additional mailing
office(s). POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Stonebridge Press P O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA

STONEBRIDGE PRESS
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
FRANK G. CHILINSKI
860-928-1818 ExT. 103
FRANK@SALMONPRESS.NEWS

BUSINESS MANAGER
RyYAN CORNEAU
860-928-1818 ExT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jivm DINIcoLA
508-764-6102

Jim@stonebridgepress.news

EpITor
BRENDAN BERUBE
508-909-4101
news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER
JuLiE CLARKE
508-909-4105

julie@villagernewspapers.com

6:00 - Storytime Room - registration re-
quired
Tuesday, August 26, 6:00-6:30 - Story-
time Room - registration required
This is a one-on-one session with our
Therapy Dog, Olive. Olive is trained
and licensed through Bright Spot Ther-
Tum To BOOK page 9

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays......c.ccoevveevrrerene 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
i Closed
visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoOLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
« Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
» Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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School Committee considers policy changes

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARL-
TON — The Dud-
ley-Charlton  Regional
School Committee is ex-
amining policy updates
regarding fundraising
and student admissions
for non-residents which
are expected to be final-
ized later this year.

Five separate poli-
cies were examined by
the school committee
on July 10 that could re-
place or alter existing
language or are com-
pletely brand new to the
district. The first three
policies are an update
to student fundraising

pertaining to public so-
licitations in schools.
The remaining two pol-
icies are updates to the
school admissions res-
idency restrictions and
a new policy in advance
of the district’s potential
move to allow foreign ex-
change students to pay
to attend local schools.
The policy changes
regarding student fund-
raising clean up some
language and incorpo-
rate the Massachusetts
Department of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Ed-
ucation’s requirements
into the documents. The
updates also make clear
that the district doesn’t

down different types of
fundraising that would
be conducted in the
schools, and clarifies
the application process
and supervision re-
quirements among other
changes.

Another update to the
policy regarding facili-
ties use adds nonprofit
and charitable organiza-
tion terminology and re-
quiring proper liability
insurance where appli-
cable among other small
adjustments. The brand-
new policy in the mix
involves public solicita-
tion in schools relating
to limitations the school
committee would place

Coca-Cola or Amazon.
The School Commit-

tee shared some con-

cerns if these changes or

additions would
impact organiza-
tions like the PTO
or solicitations
for yearbook and
class ring sales.
Superintendent
Steven Lamarche
confirmed that
the organizations
are their own en-
tity and are not
governed by the
limits of the dis-
trict concerning
fundraising and
that the sales of
items like year-

might involve third par-
ties at times but are or-
ganized and initiated by
the schools rather than a

t hird-party commercial

retailer.
All three of these pol-
Tum To SCHOOL page 16

Full Time Position
Oil Burner Service Tech

MA Qil Burner Tech License required.

Full Time position with benefits and vacation.
Local service area, no cities.
Potential signing bonus based on experience.
Call Sherman Qil to inquire.
508-867-7447 or email shermanoil@aol.com.

rules and facilities use as
well as a new document

support door-to-door
fundraising, breaks

Fuly 27 Blueberry Festival
opportunity

CHARLTON — You may have noticed the beautiful wildflowers popping up
all over the newly-established ‘Cathy’s Memorial Wildflower Meadow’ on Mead-
owview Drive, at the Housing Authority grounds, in Charlton!

This year, at the Blueberry Festival, you will have an opportunity to purchase
an eight by four inch custom memorial stone which includes 39-space (13 charac-
ters per line, including spaces x three lines) inscription of your choice to remem-
ber a loved-one for $300, installed in the meadow sitting area. Or, if you wish,
keep it in a place of your choice; perhaps in your garden.

Please visit our booth at the Blueberry Festival on Sunday, July 27 to purchase
your memorial stone.

Our Web site is https://cathys-wildflower-meadow.yolasite.com/.

There will soon be an order form on our website that you can use to purchase
your memorial stone with template to inscribe your message. So be on the look-
out!

on commercial activity
from companies such as

All ages drum circle to be held at
Brimfield Winery

BRIMFIELD — A free-for-all-ages family drum circle will be held from 6-7 p.m.
on Saturday, July 26 at Brimfield Winery during Old Home Day.

The drumming event is sponsored by the Brimfield Cultural Council. Come
learn about rhythms from around the world using our vast variety of djembes
and other hand drums.

This program is sponsored through a grant from the Brimfield Cultural
Council, a local agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, and in
partnership with the Brimfield Old Home Day Committee and Hitchcock Free
Academy. RSVP recommended. For more information, text (774) 757-7636 or visit
kaneschoolofdrums.com.

2nd Annual
FAMILY FUN DAY

& OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, August 9 .
10am.-2p.m.

Sturbridge Police
& Fire Depts.

Family Games

Hot Dogs &
Hamburgers

FREE OF CHARGE - NO PRE-REGISTRATION

The Federated Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale
8 Maple Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
churchoffice@sturfed.org | (774)304-1021

CO-SPONSORED BY
KOINONIA & CROSSROADS  sturbridge

Scouts

Meet Our Youth
Sunday School
Instructors

405 E. Main St. (Rt.131)

508764 gaQQ) _Soutige
RA o‘\\s Proudly Serving Our
NSMISS) Community for 23 years!

Transmission and
Foreign & Domestic 1gine Lomputer scan

4WD & AWD
Front & Rear Wheel Drive

Differentials ~ Brakes
Transfer Cases  Suspension
U-Joints Exhaust
Axle Shafts  Qil Changes
Front End Work  Tune-Ups

books and rings

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics -« Cellars

10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured == =

—
ViIsA

Affordable™

Windows & MARVIN

Doors comeany,inc. #e Del'live“rt
—— rougho
ol < New England |
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8430 + SAT.9-1 ey

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292

www.affordablewindows.com

T

BEE - Elevate Slider

13 B = Price includes:
_ BL | i Ultrex Threshold

e ah Clad Maintenance |

B au Free Exterior

f M q Handle Set

D T - b Low E Argon Gas

60x80 » 72x80

$1888*"

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
Ends August 9th, 2025 _«

BARGAIN BAY Visit our
LARGE STOCK (Eaetes gﬁ,” »y
SELECTION #

FREE

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS August 9th, 2025

':3'Best Price! Best Selection! Best Service!
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Gus Steeves

Ingrid Swenson holds two
of Martha Moore’s chicken
bags.

S OUTHBRIDGE

Last weekend, the
Ruth Wells Arts Center
paid tribute tolocal artist,
g ardener, horticulturist
and Arts Center founding
m ember Martha Moore
(1951-2024) with a display
of her detailed works. Its
w alls and other surfac-
e s were festooned with
m any quilts, sweaters,

Martha Moore remembered

Gus Steeves

Martha Moore’s “Fruit Box
Quilt” bursts with flavor and
3D-illusion, especially when
the contrast is enhanced.

h ats, chicken bags, and
various other samples of
Moore's decades of work.

H er online obituary
f rom Morrill Funeral
H ome summarized her
work well, stating: “A gift-
ed fiber and textile artist,
M artha made her own
wedding gown, including
the lacework. She was a

Gus Steeves

A closeup of the intricate neck design of a sweater.

p rolific knitter, always
working with natural fi-
bers, and often starting
w ith raw wool to hand
wash, card, spin, and dye,
before creating exquisite
s weaters, hats, shawls,
and slippers. These cre-
a tions and Martha’s
whimsical, meticulously
hand-stitched quilts will

warm her loved ones for
generations.”

Gus Steeves

(Right) Larry Day and Laurel
Wolfe talk to other visitors
while seated in front of one of
Moore’s more complex piec-
es. (Each square has its own
title and year.)

s

Gus Steeves

An undated Southbridge News photo of Martha Moore by Don
Cadoret, probably from the 1990s based on text on the back,
was among many articles on display about her.

Opacum Land Trust selected as 2025 lervaCorps Service Site

B RIMFIELD — The
O pacum Land Trust
is excited to announce
t hat they have been
selected as a 2025 Ter-
r aCorps service site.
T erraCorps places
A meriCorps members
i n 1l1-month service
t erms across a net-
w ork of land-based
community nonprofits
w orking towards eq-
u itable land use, food
j ustice and environ-
m ental sustainability.
O pacum Land Trust
is now recruiting for
a Land Stewardship
C oordinator position.
L and Stewardship Co-
ordinators (LSC) build
the long-term capacity
of their Service Sites
by creating networks of
v olunteers to support
h ands-on stewardship

o f community lands.
T erraCorps service
members receive a sti-
pend for their service.

T erraCorps is an
e nvironmental non-
p rofit working at the
i ntersection of land
c onservation, sustain-
a ble agriculture, and
f ood justice to grow
the next generation of
e nvironmental Ilead-
e rs. They operate as
a n AmeriCorps pro-
g ram intermediary
a nd administrator,
f acilitating access to
federal resources that
are often out of reach
f or small, communi-
t y-based nonprofits.
TerraCorps helps com-
m unity nonprofits
1 everage the Ameri-
Corps national service

model. Each year, they
recruit a new cohort of
up to 60 AmeriCorps
S ervice Members and
p lace them at a ser-
v ice site organization
w ithin their network
of 40+ nonprofit part-
n ers throughout Mas-
s achusetts and Rhode
I sland. Service mem-
bers are paired with a
site supervisor, an ex-
p erienced profession-
al, who provides them
g uidance and mentor-
s hip while they learn
to manage community
programs and projects
t hroughout their ser-
vice term.

T erraCorps culti-
v ates an ecosystem
o f people and orga-
n izations that center
community land own-

ership, access, and
stewardship to support
a diversity of interests
that benefit human
health and environ-
mental sustainability.
They value the power
of local nonprofits to
best understand and
serve their communi-
ties. TerraCorps’s goal
is to help them succeed
by providing them ac-
cess to the AmeriCorps
national service model
to build organization-
al capacity. The pro-
gram is funded in part
by a grant provided by
AmeriCorps, a federal
agency, and adminis-
tered in Massachusetts
by the Massachusetts
Service Alliance.

Do you love being
outdoors? Are you in-

terested in gaining
valuable experience in
land stewardship, vol-
unteer coordination,
and education? In-
terested candidates
can apply today to be
a Land Stewardship
Coordinator through
the TerraCorps Ser-
vice Program and help
Opacum Land Trust to
expand our steward-
ship program.

Land Stewardship
Coordinators (LSC)
build the long-term ca-
pacity of their Service
Sites by creating net-
works of volunteers to
support hands-on stew-
ardship of community
lands.

Some potential LSC
projects might include:

ommunity

Connection

1. Set up Landscape
software to  track
stewardship needs on
Opacum properties, in-
cluding migrating data
into LandScape, estab-
lishing property mon-
itoring protocols with
staff, and completing/
coordinating monitor-
ing needs with volun-
teers on 30 properties.

2. Coordinate edu-
cational walks on our
properties about en-
vironmental steward-
ship or nature educa-
tion, with a focus on
families and youth.

3. Set up a volunteer
stewardship program
to assist with proper-
ty monitoring and co-
ordinating volunteer
property workdays for

Tum To OPACUM page 16

TEL: 508-347-0116 * FAX:

570 MAIN STREET © RT 20 FIbKDALE, MA
508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

‘Gandle ‘Go.

559 Main Street
Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com

ryzee

™ 508-248-9797

Prdpane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL - PROPANE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MeEPRL Tanks Filled

(15— $5.70 300-500..........0.... $2.55
50-75.... e $2.40
75-150 suvveenn $3.05 Duel Fuel..........$3.75

150-300.......... $2.75 Drop off Tanks.....$3.00

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 7/21/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

to 80%

Driver
Discretion

‘Covmiico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
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“Getting people to relate to forms in Nature”
Kassirer show explores the spirit in clay

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
—One ancient meta-
physical concept is that
words can take form.

That fuels the sculp-
ture of Sue Kassirer,
with the words and ideas
coming from the work of
Joy Harjo, Rachel Car-
son, Robin Wall Kimmer-
er and similar people.

All of them explore
ecology and/or express
“the mindset of Native
American  spirituality
and storytelling.” So
does Kassirer, crafting
such themes into sculp-
tures on display at Jacob
Edwards Library this
month.

Called “The Garden of
Shadow and Smoke,” her
visions come in all kinds
of forms, from laughing
grass blades and dancing
trees to how the media af-
fects the heart and spirit,
from spiky and anger-in-
fused pottery to calm and
meditative pieces, all side
by each. She displayed
most of them alongside a
few lines of poetry.

They all were “made
with the idea of getting
people to relate to forms
in Nature on a more
human level,” Kassirer
said. It's akin to the Na-
tive philosophy that “ev-
erything is in-spirited
and to have respect for
things around you.”

In some cases, those
spirits express them-
selves in uncommon
ways. One of her pieces
has several black balls
representing seeds and
fertility, but she noted
it reflects “my feelings
about the non-binary
nature of Nature. ... It's
time for all of us to be
aware of and embrace
that, drop all of the 'type'
categories —female, male,
right, wrong.”

In others, she tried to
depict the complementa-
ry nature of those things
— for example, spring
awakening and winter
sleep —as creating stories

and relating to them.

To her, spring is a time
that puts her “in awe”
of birds hatching into
new life and “the work
(their parents) do to feed
them.”

“I love bird forms,
but sometimes feel the
Native Americans do it
best. I can't quite capture
it,” she said.

She later noted mod-
ern culture doesn't do
that well in many re-
spects, in part because
we've literally paved over
Earth in so many places.
Over many years, our
economy has driven vari-
ous species to extinction,
or nearly so.

One of those is high-
lighted in the show - a
pangolin with a grenade.
Pangolins, she noted,
have become endangered
because of overhunting
— and not even for food.
“They're harvested for
their scales for aphro-
d isiacs,” she said. (The
piece makes me think of
Crocodile Dundee's kan-
garoo with a shotgun go-
ing after poachers.)

T he show features
dozens of pieces, some of
them small enough to fit
in the glass case. Those
are mostly pottery, and
she noted she doesn't “fo-
cus on functional ware”
but prefers “the exotic.”
Some, like her mugs, she
sees as “personal thera-
py,” others were chances
to try out new methods.
One's a Japanese Raku
p ot, made by smoking
the clay in a closed pot
so the smoke seeps into
t he natural cracks and
leaves designs. Another
used a Hopi-style horse-
hair fire method, where
the hairs burn right into
the clay.

Kassirer said a lot of
her work is inspired “by
living in farm country”
and seeing “the potential
in the seed an potential
o f what we're capable
of.” For eight years, she's
lived in Leverett with her
h usband Rich, having

The biggest and
best cards &
collectibles show
in Central Mass.
coming to Charlton

CHARLTON — The goal of Dynamic Card Collec-
tors is to bring a show to Central Massachusetts that
truly has the entire family in mind. By designing a
show with a truly unique variety of vendors, we feel
we succeeded in bringing a unique family friendly

event close to home.

Just minutes from Worcester—the second-largest
city in New England—don’t miss out on Central Mas-
sachusetts’ biggest quarterly Cards and Collectibles
Show! Now with nearly 90 tables featuring Sports
Cards & Memorabilia, Trading Card Games like
Pokémon and One Piece, Anime Collectibles, Funkos,
and so much more, this event is a must-attend! You’ll
find some of the top vendors in the state, exciting
door prizes, and food and beverages available for pur-
chase. It’s an event you won’t want to miss! The cost
to enter is $5 at the door, kids 12 and under are free.

The excitement kicks off Aug. 2 at 10 a.m. at St.
Joseph's Church, located at 10 H Putnam Rd. Ext.,
Charlton, and runs until 4 p.m. Each event will fea-
ture fantastic door prizes for both Sports and TCG
enthusiasts! Door prize tickets will be drawn at 3:00
PM, and winners do not need to be present to claim

their prizes!

A big thank you to our amazing sponsors—Best
Flippin' Card Show, Mana Springs TCG, and the vol-
unteers from Charlton City UMC—for making this
event possible, as well as for providing delicious
breakfast and lunch options!

Gus Steeves
Sue Kassirer talks about her

clay-working methods.

fallen in love with the
region while a student at
UMass.

“In this show, I speak
to an awareness of the
beauty and the mystery
that exists in the world
around me,” she wrote
in the show's online de-

scription. “I am shar-
ing poems that I have
written, based on my
thoughts and the ongo-
ing conversation I hold
in my mind as I move
through the woods and
wild places around me.
They are my reactions

Gus Steeves

Sue Kassirer is framed by her dancing trees A Vvisitor gets a close-up look at one of the
as show attendees listen to her talk.

show's pieces.

to nature, open-ended
and fueled by curiosity.
I share them with you in
the hope that you too will
connect with and think
about your own relation-
ships with the wild. I tru-
ly believe this will be the
key to humans finding a

Gus Steeves

more balanced place in
the world.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Community’s help sought to

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Community
assistance is requested in the ef-
fort to rebuild a beloved pet memo-
rial that was destroyed during a
winter storm.

For years, Wolfie’s Legacy Me-
morial Gazebo at Juno’s Place
served as a comforting space
where grieving pet parents could
honor the memories of their fur-
ry friends. Tags, collars, photos,
handwritten notes, and keepsakes
sent from across the country—
all placed with care in remem-
brance—were left at the site by
guests from throughout the area.

In January, a strong storm
brought a tree crashing down on
the gazebo, destroying the one-of-
a-kind memorial structure that
housed hundreds of heartfelt me-
mentos.

“There was no other place like
it,” read a statement released by
the Juno’s Place leadership team.
“Wolfie’s Legacy was a deeply per-
sonal space for so many people.”

The memorial began as a trib-
ute to Wolfie, a small dog who was
abandoned and left to survive in a
Worcester junkyard for 18 months.
When he was finally rescued by Ju-
no’s Place, Wolfie was severely ill,
suffering from heartworm, Lyme
disease, and renal failure.

Though his remaining time
was short, Wolfie’s final days were
filled with love, joy, and a bucket
list of meaningful experiences. His
story inspired residents through-
out the area, leading to the cre-
ation of Wolfie’s Legacy Memorial.

“This isn’t just a memorial—it’s
a place of healing,” read the state-

B[

Courtesy

The Wolfie’'s Legacy Memorial Gazebo
at Juno’s Place was destroyed during a
winter storm.

ment released by Juno’s Place rep-
resentatives. “There’s nothing like
it in New England. The loss of a pet
is life-changing, and people need a
place to remember; reflect, and feel
understood.”

In the wake of the storm, the
Juno’s Place team remains com-
mitted to rebuilding the memori-
al—this time in a safer and more
accessible area. Plans include a
more durable cedar-shingled struc-
ture where visitors can sit in com-
fort, protected from the elements.

After months of grassroots
efforts, supporters raised funds
needed for work on the site. This
includes the installation of a rock
foundation to prevent future water
damage.

The next step was securing a
new memorial structure worthy of
the memories it would hold, proj-
ect leaders said.

A cedar shelter was found, offer-
ing shelves, cubbies, benches, and

rebuild pet memorial

other features needed to create a
lasting tribute. After extensively
researching the unit, the team was
prepared to purchase it when the
next round of adversity struck.
The seller inexplicably stopped re-
sponding to messages, forcing the
team to move in another direction.

“The team has found a potential
replacement, but its cost is beyond
current fundraising levels,” the
statement read. “They’re reaching
out to the public for help: dona-
tions, connections, ideas, or even
a generous hero who might make
the dream possible.”

“No stone can go unturned,” the
statement continued. “This memo-
rialisn’t just for our pets. It’s for ev-
ery heart that’s ever loved and lost.
And we’re committed to making it
happen.”

To support the rebuilding of the
Wolfie’s Legacy Memorial Gazebo,
please send an email to:Junos-
place@yahoo.com.

Juno’s Place (5 Allen Rd., Stur-
bridge) is a grassroots pet advo-
cacy dedicated to the memory of
beloved pets and the lives of those
still with us. Working alongside
Burt’s Brigade, the team supports
education and compassionate re-
membrance efforts.

“We’re looking for sponsors, do-
nors, carpenters, or anyone who
can donate materials, time, or ex-
pertise,” the statement read.

As land clearing continues, the
team is also restoring the symbol-
ic “Rainbow Bridge” entrance and
designing a new “Whisper Phone
Booth,” offering a private space for
visitors to speak their final words
to their beloved pets.

Charlton resident Dylan DeJesus named
to Dean’s List at Virginia Tech

BLACKSBURG, Va. —

Dylan M. Dedesus, a ris-
ing sophomore majoring
in Mechanical Engineer-
ing in the College of En-
gineering, is among the
Virginia Tech students
named to the Dean's List
for the Spring 2025 se-
mester.

Undergraduate stu-

dents who complete a programs, innovative life is characterized by
minimum of 12 credit research, and commit- a diverse student body,
hours and earn a grade ment to community active student organiza-
point average of 3.4 or engagement. Founded tions, and a strong em-
higher arerecognizedon in 1872, the universi- phasison leadership and
the Dean's List. ty offers more than 110 service. Driven by the

Virginia Tech, locat-
ed in Blacksburg, Va., is
a prominent public re-
search university known
for its strong academic

undergraduate majors
and more than 120 Mas-
ter's and doctoral de-
gree programs. Virginia
Tech’s vibrant campus

motto Ut Prosim (That
I May Serve), Virginia
Tech Hokies are commit-
ted to being a force for
positive change.

Ulampa student Alyssa Renaud of
Sturbridge earns Dean's List honors

TAMPA, Fla. — Al-
yssa Renaud, of Stur-
bridge, earned dean's
list honors at Univer-
sity of Tampa as a Se-
nior in the Spring 2025
semester. Renaud is
majoring in Criminol-

ogy and Criminal Jus-
tice BS. Students must
maintain a GPA of 3.75
or higher to be eligible
for the dean's list.

The University of

Tampais a

private,
comprehensive i

uni-

versity located on 110
acres on the riverfront
in downtown Tampa.
Known for academic
excellence, personal at-
tention and real-world
experience in its un-
dergraduate and grad-

uate programs, the Uni-
versity has about 200
programs of study and
serves approximately
11,450 students from 50
states and most of the
world's countries.
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Make it a summer of
no regrets

As the final days of summer approach,
we find ourselves standing at a cross-
roads. The days grow shorter, the eve-
nings cooler, and the carefree essence of
summer seems to slip away. It’s time to
seize the moment, to cherish every oppor-
tunity, and to make August a summer of
no regrets.

Living in the picturesque region of
New England, we are fortunate to be sur-
rounded by a breathtaking landscape.
From majestic mountains to serene lakes,
our backyard is a playground of ad- ven-
tures waiting to happen. The time has
come to embark on those road trips we
have been postponing and explore the hid-
den gems that lie within our reach.

Whether you’re an avid hiker or a ca-
sual nature lover, our region’s mountains
offer an escape from the hustle and bustle
of everyday life. Take a day to venture
into the wilderness, breathe in the crisp
air, and marvel at the natural wonders
that lie be- fore you. The memories forged
amid the towering pines and breathtaking
vistas will last a lifetime.

Equally enticing are the serene lakes
scattered across the area. Pack a picnic,
gather your loved ones, and head to the
waterside. Be it swimming, kayaking, or
simply basking in the sun’s warmth, lake-
side retreats provide a tranquil refuge to
unwind and savor the joys of summer.

For those who seek a taste of city life,
why not take a drive to the vibrant metrop-
olises of Boston and Portland? These ur-
ban centers share a rich cultural heritage,
bustling streets, and delectable culinary
scenes. Lose yourself in the museums, ex-
plore the historic landmarks, and indulge
in the local cuisine — each moment a trea-
sure to hold on to.

However, amid our grand adventures,
we must not forget the simple joys that
have brought us together year after year.
Backyard barbecues offer a nostalgic
charm that fills the air with laughter and
the scent of sizzling goodness. Gather
family and friends for a fun filled evening,
where the flames of the grill light up not
only the darkening skies but also our
hearts with warmth and camaraderie.

And as the sun sets lower, take the
opportunity to relive the carefree days
of youth by playing hoops at the local
park. Feel the thrill of competition and
the joy of teamwork as you shoot hoops
and chase the ball. The courts become a
canvas for unforgettable moments and
lasting memories. Au- gust is our chance
to make amends for any missed opportu-
nities from earlier in the summer.

As we look back on this summer, we’ll
be filled with the contentment of knowing
that we embraced the season wholeheart-
edly. We laughed with abandon, explored
with wonder, and lived with joy. When we
bid farewell to August, we’ll do so with
hearts full of cherished memories, know-
ing that we made the most of every fleet-
ing moment.

So, unite in spirit and determination
to make August a summer of no regrets.
Whether we climb mountains, swim in
lakes, stroll through cities, or gather in
backyards, seize the remaining days with
gusto.

OPINION

A Long Talk

One of the most
famous verses in
the Bible is Gala-
tians 3:28. I'll back
up and quote from
verse 26, too, so we
read, “So in Christ
Jesus you are all

white people, I want

BEYOND to think racism is
THE PEWS “out there” some-
where and not my

REV. JOHN H.D. LUCY problem. The pow-
CHARLTON CITY er of A Long Talk
UMC lies in conversation.

You have to listen

children of God

to the stories and

through faith...
There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Je-
sus.”

We could nitpick here
and argue that Paul only
refers to the baptized
community, but I think
the idea remains the
same regardless: God
intends for us to treat
one another equally,
with love and compas-
sion, no matter our sex,
race, ethnicity, country
of origin, etc. It’s such a
basic and frequent mes-
sage in the Bible that I'm
frankly shocked we're
still debating whether
we should do anything
about racism, sexism,
and the like.

I'm therefore proud
that the New England
Annual Conference of
the United Methodist
Church (think of the an-
nual conference as a di-
ocese) partnered with A
Long Talk, an organiza-
tion whose goal is to put
an anti-racist at every
dinner table in Ameri-
ca. St. Paul also says, in
1 Corinthians, “If one
part of the body suffers,

racism.

three-week

formed,

all parts suffer with it.”
It is time, it has always
been time, for us to ac-
knowledge that we have
a part to play in ending

A Long Talk is called
an anti-racism activa-
tion experience.

designed to inform and
train you to act, perhaps
in small ways. Because
as Kyle Williams, one
of the co-founders of A
Long Talk,
ti-racism is a verb, not a
vibe.” We can’t just talk
about racism or claim to
be not racist. We need
to act. And while I often
hear from people that
they are tired of talking
about racism, well, be-
ing an anti-racist and
dismantling the systems
and of oppression and
tools of prejudice is the
fastest way to end the
conversation. Erase rac-
ism, there’s nothing else
to talk about.

Even as a well-in-

non-racist, A Long Talk
still pushed my com-
fort boundaries.
Hispanic but can pass
for white and, like most

suffering of our
neighbors. I was taught,
inspired, motivated, and
equipped to do more
than just not be biased.
I had such a meaningful
experience that I have in-
corporated what’s called
the CPR Protocol in my
life and encouraged ev-
eryone in my church to
participate. I encour-
age all of you reading
to go to alongtalk.com
and see how you might
participate. Maybe your
workplace, your church,
or other community
group can all register
together. I invite you as
well to urge the Town of
Charlton to register and
require employees to
participate. I've already
sent the town and the
Selectboard registration
information and you
can help ensure that our
town is not only demen-
tia friendly (Dementia
Friendly Charlton does
great work!) but people
friendly, generally.
It’stime to do the work
together. Black or white,
male or female, gay or
straight, American or
Mexican, we are all peo-
ple. Living, breathing
people of worth.

It's a
program

says, ‘An-

educated,

I am

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

To THE EDITOR

Dale’s Corner

To the Editor:

“Look up! This is still a job for Su-
perman!”

The recent release of “Superman”
(2025) has reignited excitement, in-
terest and even resentment among
the general populace. Is it because
we have forgotten how a man can fly?
Or perhaps it is because we needed a
jolt of excitement to break up the dol-
drums of everyday occurrences? Just
maybe it could be because it has awak-
ened a new feeling of hope?

This new incarnation has certainly
stirred emotions and opinions, mine
included. I am a fan of Superman
films and comics and I have seen my
hero go through so many changes of
the times. As a boy, I saw him on TV
portrayed by George Reeves and in the
cinema with Christopher Reeve. He
was a real boy scout, “save the day”
warrior always making us believe that
good will triumph at the end of the day.
In more recent times, the comics have
taken a dark and gritty path. Death,
killing, and gore. Now, don’t get me
wrong, I do understand not everything
can be neat and clean and wholesome,
but perhaps we have had too much of
that? “Superman Returns” and “Man
of Steel” were a mixed bag for me.
I was fine with Brandon Routh and
Henry Cavill as the hero, but it was
darker and it made me feel...well...
uncomfortable. In the “old days” we
would read or watch Lex Luthor plan
an attack on Superman, loom over him
as Kryptonite was hurting him. This
is in opposition to seeing Luthor stab
Superman with a shard of Kryptonite.
Let’s remember, adults are not the only
ones reading and watching. Perhaps
we just let children suffer the reality
factor? After all, school shootings are
aregular thing now.

It seems much of our media and
entertainment has gone this route.
Also, the loss of civility and kindness,
compassion and love. I guess we would
call those things “Woke” today. “Woke”
began in the 1930’s as a warning about
social injustice. It has always been as-

sociated with knowledge and insight.
Later in the 2000’s, it seemed attached
to the “Black Lives Matter” movement,
signifying social injustices, sexism, in-
equality. Today, this term is being used
as a weapon, trying to mark or describe
people as overly politically correct or
too progressive. Being aware of racial
prejudice and any discrimination of
others is an ideal which many would
like to make wrong or outdated. It be-
comes an excuse and a justification to
discriminate and act against certain
people they do not like or agree with.

In many ways, this new Superman
film tackles much of that, but does it in
a subtle way. Here, Superman is back
as the goody-two-shoes, boy scout hero.
He even rescues a squirrel! The villain
is trying to paint our hero as the invad-
er, the real villain. He uses tools to in-
fluence the public, or “fake news.” He
has trolls on social media slowly and
effectively planting the seeds of doubt
and prejudice. How easily the public
can be swayed! They don’t need proof
that something is wrong, but rather
proof that it is right! Everything gets
twisted and turned around. Sound fa-
miliar?

I watched the reactions in my first
viewing of “Superman,” and I was
amazed that not only was I feeling
these things, but it was affecting many.
Just read the social media on this film
and look at the opinions and feelings
it is stirring up. That isn’t happening
by coincidence. The hero is portrayed
in a true, good versus evil scenario.
The film is inspiring and generates
hope. That is what the character was
designed to do back in 1938.

Go see the film and enjoy it. You
may find it will stir some feelings and
emotions and take you back to when
you were younger. Maybe you may
feel you look at things a touch differ-
ently after it. I think it’s great that the
character is doing what he was creat-
ed to do. Entertain, amaze, inspire and
make us think. Look up!

Dale Gonyea
Sturbridge

Does the 4 per-
cent rule still
make sense for
your retivement?

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

You may have heard of the “4 percent rule”
when it comes to retirement. The idea is sim-
ple: After you retire, you withdraw 4 percent
of your investment portfolio each year. In
theory, this helps ensure your savings last for
your lifetime. While this rule can be a helpful
starting point, it’s not a one-size-fits-all — and
it’s not a substitute for a plan tailored to your
specific needs, wants and wishes.

The truth is, how much to withdraw in
retirement depends on factors like when you
retire, if you’ll work part time, how long you
expect retirement to last, your lifestyle goals,
inflation and whether you want to leave a fi-
nancial legacy to heirs. So, the 4% rule should
be viewed as more of a guide than a strict rule.

Let’s start with age. The 4 percent rule is
often based on someone retiring at 65 and ex-
pecting to live until about 92. But if you retire
earlier, you may want your portfolio to stretch
further. In that case, you might need to start
with a lower withdrawal rate, maybe closer to
3 percent. And if you retire later, you might
safely withdraw a little more — perhaps 4.5 to
5 percent — depending on your financial sit-
uation.

Your retirement lifestyle also plays a big
role. Are you planning to travel the world or
spend more time at home? If you expect high-
er spending in the early years of retirement,
you may need to adjust your withdrawal rate
or plan to reduce spending later to balance
things out.

Your financial flexibility matters too. If
you have less wiggle room with your expens-
es, rely heavily on your portfolio for income
or want to preserve wealth for your heirs, a
more conservative approach might be wise.
In this conservative scenario, your portfolio
withdrawals may be met from interest and
dividends. Think of your withdrawal rate as
existing on a spectrum from more conserva-
tive to less conservative, with your personal
situation determining where you land.

Then there’s inflation. A well-built strat-
egy usually includes small annual increases
in withdrawals to keep up with rising costs —
about 2.75 percent per year. But you don’t need
to take a raise just because the calendar says
so. If the markets have had a tough year or you
don’t need the extra income, it might be smart
to skip an increase. Being flexible can improve
the chances your money will last.

It’s also important to understand what’s
known as your “portfolio reliance rate” —
how much of your retirement income comes
from your investments versus other sources
like Social Security or pensions. The higher
this percentage, the more conservative you
may want to be with withdrawals.

And don’t forget the IRS. If you're drawing
from a traditional IRA or 401(k), you'll need to
take required minimum distributions (RMDs)
once you reach age 73. Your RMD for any year
is the account balance as of the end of the pri-
or calendar year divided by a life expectancy
factor according to the IRS. These RMDs need
to be accounted for in your strategy.

The bottom line? The 4 percent rule is a
useful starting point, but it’s just that — a
starting point. A good financial advisor can
help you build a strategy that reflects your
age, your goals, and your full financial picture.
By revisiting your plan regularly and staying
flexible, you’ll give yourself the best shot at
turning your savings into a secure, fulfilling
retirement.

This article was written by Edward Jones
Jor use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at
508-347-1420  or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, its employees, and finan-
cial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.
You should consult your attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situation.



www.StonebridgePress.com

Thursday-Friday, July 24-25, 2025 ¢ STONEBRIDGE PRESS *7

Reduce mamtenance and boost your garden enjoyment

Every gardener has
personal reasons for gar-
dening whether it be the
hope that their garden
brings joy, productivity,
beauty, or peace through-
out the growing season.
Embrace what makes
you happy as you tend,
view, and enjoy every as-
pect of your garden.

Weather, busy sched-
ules, and life in general
can interfere with the
best laid plans for any
garden and landscape.
Take some time now to
evaluate what is work-
ing so you can do more
of that and decide what
needs changing in your
garden plantings, de-
signs, and maintenance.

If you are feeling

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

overwhelmed with the
maintenance but still
want seasonal interest,
consider filling garden
beds with shrubs. Look
for low maintenance
varieties suited to your
growing conditions and
climate. Select those
with multiple  seasons
of beauty from flowers,
foliage, fall color, and
interesting form and
bark. Include some that
provide birds with food,
shelter, and protection

Latest auction

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES
& ESTATES

WAYNE TUISKULA

In my next column,
I'll discuss number 1 on
our top 10 list. It’s been
well over a month since I
shared the latest auction
news, so I'll bring you
up to date on that today.
A book from the early
1600s and a handbag from
the 1980s are two of the
things that recently made
auction news.

Galileo Galilei’s first
book from 1604, “Dialo-
go in perpuositio de la
stella nuova” recently
sold at auction in the
United Kingdom. The
book discussed a ‘“new
star,” which was very
controversial when the
heavens were considered
perfect and unchanging,
according to the Antique
Trader. Only eleven other
editions are known to ex-
ist, and all are owned by
institutions. It brought
£1,129,000 (81,535,400 U.S.).

Moving ahead late into
the 20th century, Hermes
designed and created
a handbag for the late
actor and singer Jane
Birkin in 1984. The Her-
meés Birkin bag became
a symbol of luxury and
status. The first Birkin
bag originally owned
by Jane Birkin that was

“scuffed, scratched and
stained” recently sold for
7 million ($8.2 million),
according to CNN.

An antique toy also
recently brought good
results at auction. The
circa 1904 Marklin Ferris
Wheel was manufactured
by the German compa-
ny Marklin, known for
their precision model
trains. The Ferris Wheel
retained “its six origi-
nal gondolas, attractive
stained glass, and orig-

from predators. You’ll
appreciate the beauty
and motion these winged
visitors provide.
Consider using fewer
species of low-mainte-
nance perennials and
more of each. You'll
have fewer plants to try
to identify as the garden
comes to life in spring
and as you weed through-
out the growing season.
Look for those that are
disease and insect-pest
resistant, need minimal
or no deadheading and
pruning, and attract
and support pollinators
as well as provide win-
ter interest and food for
songbirds in the winter.
Then add season-long
color with pockets or

news

to WJW TV in Cleveland,
Ohio. It went for $156,000.

Moving later in the
20th century, the 1941
film “Citizen Kane” is
considered one of the
best films ever made.
The film was hailed
both for its plot and cin-
ematography. It used a
film technique known
as deep focus where the
foreground, background,
and middle are all in
sharp focus. Low angled
filming and innovative

Tum To ANTIQUES page 13

Melinda Myers

| perfect

containers of annuals.
With fewer to buy and
maintain you may de-
cide your schedule and
budget will allow you to
change them out as the
seasons change.

Accept and embrace
the beauty of a less-than-
garden. Most
visitors won’t notice the
imperfections unless
you point them out. Plus,
faded flowers and seed
pods can provide unique

Do minimal clean-
up that is better for the
plants, pollinators and
songbirds. Do remove or
cut back diseased and in-
sect-infested plant mate-
rial as needed. Leave fall
leaves in the garden to
serve as mulch, a home
for some beneficial in-
sects, and insulation for
toads, queen bumblebees,
and others that overwin-
ter underground. Allow
perennials to stand for

A Pearl Crescent butterfly on
a firefly petunia.

birds.

texture and food for song-

winter, increasing har-
Tum To GARDENING page 13

Cymatics

Through a branch of
study called cymatics,

The sound didn't just
move matter. It is organized,

scientists discovered  POSITIVELY formed by frequency alone.
something astonishing: Jenny called this phe-
Sound doesn't just move SPEAKING  nomenon "visible music.”
air—it shapes matter. You can see an experi-
This field emerged in ment online where a wom-
the 18th century with the TOBY an sings, "Una Donna a
work of German physi- MOORE Quindici Anni,” into a

cist Ernst Chladni, often

tonoscope and a perfectly

regarded as the father of
acoustics. In his experi-
ments, he took a metal plate, sprinkled
it with fine sand, and ran a violin bow
along the edge. The vibration caused
the sand to shift and form symmetrical
patterns—now called Chladni figures.
It was the first glimpse of invisible vi-
bration becoming a visible design.

In the 1960s, Dr. Hans Jenny, a Swiss
medical doctor and scientist, gave
this field its name: cymatics, from the
Greek kyma, meaning "wave."

Using tones played through a tono-
scope, Jenny discovered that different
frequencies consistently produced
specific shapes: low frequencies tend-
ed to create simple shapes—circles,
triangles, and lines. But as the pitch
increased, the patterns became more
intricate. Hexagons appeared. Then
mandalas. Even flower-like lattices
began to take form. At certain exact
pitches, symbols long considered spir-
itual or mathematical would emerge—
not by chance, but repeatedly, predict-
ably.

symmetrical seven-pointed
star is created—not gener-
ated by a machine, but by resonance.
Sung—with breath, with intention,
with the human voice.

This idea—that sound can shape
the unseen—was not foreign to the an-
cients. The Vikings had a word for it:
Galdr.

Galdr wasn't just melody—it was
spoken intention, sharpened into
sound. It was the intentional chanting
of runes. Warriors, seers, and sha-
mans would speak or sing these runes
aloud, believing they could influence
the forces of nature, shield themselves
in battle, or open gateways to hidden
knowledge.

Each rune had a sound, and each
sound had power. To chant a rune was
to call a pattern into being, much like
the seven-pointed star rising from the
sand on the tonoscope.

Galdr was the understanding that
the human voice—charged with in-
tent—was not passive. It was a tool for
shaping. Tumn To CYMATICS page 12

Tips for a Great Summertime Lawn

inal figures,” according
" "’-.QJ TAKE
" THE
HINT It’s the height
— of mid-summer
KAREN and the heat
TRAINOR is on - literal-
ly! The recent

heat wave and
intense summer heat can take a toll on your
lawn. If you find your grass is scorched
and stressed, read on. The following golden
rules of watering, as well as a few tried and
true lawn tips can help revive your lawn to
make it lush once again!

*%

Golden Rules of Watering:

1. Water early in the day - before 10
a.m. is best. On days when temps are ex-
pected to be higher than usual, water before
the dew dries. Watering at this time allows
time for the water to soak into the ground,
and keeps the lawn cooler throughout the
day.

Can’t water during the day? Early eve-
ning between 6 and 8 p.m. is the next best
time. Avoid watering later at night when

the lawn doesn’t have enough time to dry
off. Keeping well-watered lawns wet over-
night can encourage fungus.

2. Lawns need approximately one inch
of water per week (including rain). In the
hot days of summer, two inches of water
per week should be the goal.

Not sure if you lawn is watered
enough? Try the simple screwdriver
test. Push a long screwdriver into the
soil. If it’s hydrated enough it should go all
the way down into the soil. If it is resistant
to push down, you likely need to water.

%%

Read on for some trouble shooting lawn
tips, courtesy of Turf Masters Lawn Care:

Overwatering and Underwatering: Did
you know that overwatering can cause more
damage to your lawn than underwatering?
Watering your lawn every day or even ev-
ery other day can ruin your turf as the re-
sult of overwatering. The soil underneath
your grass contains porous spaces contain-
ing oxygen vital to plant growth. Daily wa-
tering will push the air out of those spaces,

':‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

filling the pores with water. This can cause
the roots to suffocate and die. And this can
result in a shallow root system and more
susceptibility to weeds, disease and insect
damage.

Signs that you are overwatering

Development of thatch—A layer of de-
composed plant material that builds up
when overwatering prevents beneficial soil
bacteria.

Fungus—Thin or weak grass that has a
reddish-orange color could be a sign of fun-
gus from overwatering.

Weeds—Overwatered lawns will devel-
op weeds that are harder to control such as
nutsedge and crabgrass.

Insects—Too much water creates a con-
ducive habitat for pests. Damage from ar-
mywormes, cutworms or other insects could
be the result of overwatering.

On the other hand, if your lawn is being
underwatered, it can experience drought
damage, weeds and other symptoms.

Signs that you are underwatering

Tum To HINT page 14

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

508-885-4033

[@]{e[M www.charliesdiner.com

LS

Yankee

Magazine’s Choice

BOOKING IN A
FROM 2-300 ﬂl:»:“. NO ROOM

ity

(Closed For Vacation “/thl;ldtaﬁs or dprgate ;7;117; .
Starting at 3pm e T it s ad. Exp
July 20th- Tuesday July 29th Fish N Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95
_ SUNDAY BRUNCH ~  tam-tpm
iU ATEE All You Can Eat $2295 0w &ty
Wednesday July 30th at 8am 500 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9036

]PFMCFR |

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

f

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 /2 price

(dine-in only) Cannot be used on

www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

for Best New
England Cuisine!

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN
960 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

OPen Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sun&ag 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting  page for

Hexmark Tavern is OPen Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

See Our
Facebook

Tavern
Specials

www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 FKi
“No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place




8 *STONEBRIDGE PrEsse Thursday-Friday, July 24-25, 2025

www.StonebridgePress.com

For every ending, there is a new beginning

BY BRO. JIVMY FALZONE

QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On
Saturday, July 19, the up-
per parking lot of West-
ville Dam recreational
area in Southbridge was
filled with cars from Ma-
sonic family members
from the Quinebaug Ma-
sonic Lodge and the Doric
Chapter of Southbridge
for its summer cookout
gathering. Both highly
respected organizations
have been organizing this
great family event since
1991.

There was a great
turnout on this beautiful
summer day for this gath-
ering of Masonic family

Charlton gets in some

be with the new Masonic Lodge, Major General Salem Towne Lodge.

and friends. All enjoyed
the walking trails. The
scenic beauty and the
beauty of the Westville

Courtesy

Members of the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge, the Doric Chapter and their families, and friends. Next year’s cookout will

Dam area has been the
go-to recreation area for
our lodge for the past 34
years. We must reserve

the large pavilion area at
least a year in advance.
The children were run-
ning around laughing,
and games were played
by young and old. Most
pleasant of all were the
tasty food and the com-
radery felt by all.

For every ending,
there’s a new beginning.
On Oct. 4 of this year,
the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge and the Webster
Masonic Lodge will be
merging. Our new Ma-
sonic Lodge name will be
“Major General Salem
Towne Lodge.” If you
are interested and would
like more information
about Freemasonry, 2o to
www.massfreemasonary.
org and find a lodge near-
est you.

Bay Path Practical Nursing

CHARLTON — A few
dozen people came out
for Thursday's “Good
Trouble” rally on Charl-
ton Common, maybe a
third of the previous
“No Kings” event, but
again expressed their
objections to the current
administration in Wash-
ington.

The thoughts on dis-
play ranged from some
overt references to Nazi
Germany, several “8647”
and “no kings” signs, to
more subtle things like
“why target workers?”
and a Big Bird reference.
Among them were a few
US flags, various signs
seeking national uni-
ty, and passersby often
honked in support (al-
though a handful indi-
cated opposition).

One participant not-

R

“GOd ubl §

ed turnout might have
been suppressed by Al
Although the Good Trou-
ble Web site had Charl-
ton's event accurately
as 57 p.m., she'd seen
an Al listing as 1 p.m.
and turned out by her-
self then. (It's possible
Al was confusing Charl-

Gus Steeves

ton with related events
in towns nearby, which
were scheduled at vari-
ous times the same day.
Among them were West
Brookfield, @ Worcester,
Leicester and Killingly.)

The event drew peo-
ple from several nearby
towns.

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

-

9 530-SkE-HHSFORTC OFFICE BUI LD

FOR SALE
« Historical building, also known as .
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 .
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant .
Finishes and High Ceilings .
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

Academy Director serves as
National SkillsUSA EAP judge

for second consecutive year

ATLANTA, Ga. —The Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy proudly an-
nounced that its esteemed Academy Director, Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina has once
again served as a volunteer judge for the SkillsUSA National Employment Appli-
cation Process (EAP) competition. This marks the second consecutive year that
Dr. Bolandrina has lent her expertise to this prestigious national event, under-
scoring a deep commitment to fostering professional development among future

skilled professionals.

Dr. Bolandrina’s continued involvement with SkillsUSA highlights her dedica-
tion to preparing students not only for clinical excellence but also for the crucial
professional skills required for successful careers. The EAP competition evalu-
ates students' abilities in crafting compelling applications, demonstrating inter-
view readiness, and showcasing the overall professionalism essential for enter-

ing the workforce.

With an impressive and diverse educational background, including a Doctor
of Health Administration from the University of Phoenix (2021) and a Master of
Science in Nursing / Ed from the University of Phoenix (2013), Dr. Bolandrina
brings a wealth of academic rigor and leadership acumen to her judging role.
Her extensive qualifications also include dual Registered Nurse (RN) licensure
(Philippines 1987, Massachusetts 1989), Certified Rehabilitation Registered Nurse
(CRRN) certification (1994), and even coursework in Crea Journalism from Har-
vard University (2001), showcasing a unique blend of clinical and communica-

tion expertise.

Prior to leading the Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy in 2015, where she
also served as a Full-Time Faculty member (2013), Dr. Bolandrina held various
impactful roles across the healthcare spectrum. This includes significant expe-
rience as a Clinical Instructor at Massachusetts Bay Community College, and
numerous nursing leadership and direct patient care positions at facilities like
Milford Care and Rehabilitation Center, UMass Memorial Health Care, and St.
John of God Hospital. Notably, her roles as Nurse Manager and Director of Qual-
ity Improvement demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of healthcare op-

erations and patient advocacy.

Dr. Bolandrina's commitment extends beyond the campus, evidenced by her
active involvement in numerous professional affiliations and volunteer activi-
ties. She was a past board member and language teacher for Iskwelahang Pilipi-
no (www.ipbahayorg) and contributes/d her time to organizations like On Board
for Kids, Pan-Mass Challenge, Chef Feed Kids, Medical Reserve Corps, and Spe-

cial Olympics Massachusetts.

This consistent dedication to SkillsUSA, coupled with a distinguished career
in nursing, education, and community service, reflects Dr. Bolandrina’s dedica-
tion and the Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy’s commitment to producing
highly competent and well-rounded healthcare professionals under exemplary

leadership.

Hear the music of the Eagles at
the Overlook Aug. 12

CHARLTON — The Long
Run: Songs Of The Eagles will be the
featured band for the Summer Concert
Series at The Overlook on Tuesday,
Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. The concert is free.
Rain location is inside the Overlook
Performing Arts Center.

The Long Run: Songs of the Ea-
gles covers the music of this top band
of the 1970s—--from their country-influ-
enced beginnings to some of their later
hard rock songs and deep cut ballads,
into their reunion years of the mid-
1990s. The Eagles' greatest hits album

continues to be one of the best-selling
albums of all-time, appealing to two
generations of music listeners from
their 30s into their 70s. This band is
composed of veterans of the Massa-
chusetts music scene, and delivers the
music with authenticity and high en-
ergy. Audiences are sure to enjoy the
recognizable guitar riffs and the lay-
ered harmony vocals

Follow the band at https:.//www.
facebook.com/groups/thelongrun-
massachusetts.
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continued from page 1

ing “academic articles
or books about South-
bridge.” Last week, Lenti
brought a team of col-
leagues who call them-
selves “the Opticons” (af-
ter AO) to town to pursue
that project, spending
several days interview-
ing people about their
family immigration to
town, work history, local
businesses and various
other things.

One of those sessions
brought Lorraine Reilly,
Donna Besse and Luz Es-
pino together represent-
ing a couple key facets
of Southbridge's ethnic
history. Reilly and Besse
both trace to the French
Canadian influx of the
19th and earlier 20th
centuries, while Espino
was the first Puerto Ri-
can-born person to grad-
uate from Southbridge
High.

Espino said she ar-
rived when her uncle
Angel Rivera brought
her mother and other
siblings to Massachu-
setts in the 1960s. At the
time, Espino was about
seven, and went into first
grade at Charlton Street
School, which had no bi-
lingual program yet.

“It was just sink or
swim,” so she learned
English fast. Her father
had died in Puerto Rico,
and her mother worked
at Russell Cutlery (now
Dexter Russell), while
her stepfather worked in
Fiskdale.

As Espino got older,
she spent time in a band
that practiced in the

Gus Steeves

Joe Lenti looks over a painting of Lorraine Reilly's mother as

an infant.

Town Hall and a dance
studio that met under to-
day's Savers' Bank, went
to college, worked for the
schools and Social Secu-
rity, became president of
the local branch of Aspi-
ra, and was involved in
church activities.

In the 1970s, while she
was in high school, some
Puerto Ricans started
coming to town by way
of New York (“Newyori-
cans”). Espino said they
generally didn't mingle
much with those who'd
come directly from the
island; many of the di-
rect-arrivals came from
Manati and Orocovis,
but the “Newyoricans”
often came from other is-
land towns.

Espino recalled that
Manati people tended
to be darker than Oro-
covis folks, and her dad
was “all white” while
her mom was “my col-
or” (brown). Her own
children are mixed, with
some being very light
and others being fairly
dark.

“I didn't acclimate,
I assimilated, but we

kept our culture,” while
some today don't, she ob-
served.

Reilly had a similar
story in a different lan-
guage, noting her grand-
parents “only spoke
French on both sides.”
The family hailed from
Quebec by way of Staf-
ford Springs, with her

grandfather Adelard
St Jean born in South-
bridge. She said he

worked for Wells Co as a
“driver of the horse and
buggy for Mrs Wells.”

When her own mother
Belva St Jean was born
in 1911, “they treated her
like gold” because three
prior babies had “all
passed away,” Reilly said.
When her grandmother
had mental health is-
sues, her mother went
to live with relatives in
North Oxford.

“She was immersed
very quickly into the En-
glish language,” in part
by befriending the fam-
ily of the guy who'd be-
come her husband, Har-
ry Morin, which spoke
both languages, she said.

The Morin clan was

Gus Steeves

Donna Besse brought a large
pile of family historical texts
and photos to share with the
research team.

also Quebecois, farmers
who were then working
in the textile factories.

Reilly's father came
from a large family (nine
girls, one boy), and lived
on a large farm with
“cows, horses, chickens,
the whole bit.” By the
time Reilly was a child,
she had “lots of rela-
tives in Southbridge,” so
she spent a lot of time
in town at the theater,
bowling alley, skating at
the Rez, biking and other
youthful activities.

As she grew up, she
worked at AO for four
years as a keypunch op-
erator (paid $55 a week
with annual raises of 5
cents an hour) before
having children. She lat-
er spent 28 years in the
Dudley-Charlton school
system as high school
guidance secretary. Her
husband Daniel stayed at
AO 32 years and worked
his way up to being in
charge of the build-
ings. Some of the people
walked from Spencer to
Southbridge for work

Gus Steeves

Luz Espino shares a family document with Joe Lenti.

then.

One vivid memory
was of the Flood of '55,
when her father was
one of those who went
around in his boat to res-
cue people trapped atop
their houses. “That was
very powerful for a six-
or seven-year-old seeing
that,” Reilly said.

Besse recalled many
of those things, too, not-
ing her grandparents
came from Canada to
work at AO. They lived
on Cross Street and had
seven kids; she recalled
having “a lot of nuns in
the family” and going to
Notre Dame parochial
high school.

She presented the
research team with a
lengthy family history
compiled by Lorraine
DesLauriers, noting it
also talks a lot about De-
sLauriers' own romances
(“she was in love, like,
instantly, all the time,”
Besse said), JFK's assas-
sination and various oth-
er things.

Her parents met while
her father was in the
Navy at the Groton sub-

marine base and mar-
ried in 1948. Once out
of the Navy, he opened
Besse Products on Pleas-
ant Street, a bakery and
variety store that's now
a bar. He later worked
for the Palmerino family
(founders of Big Bunny)
as a salesman supplying
goods to other stores in
town.

Besse herself did a
brief stint at AO after
high school graduation
in 1977. She said she
started by making lens-
es, but “I'd break out in
a rash from the chem-
icals” and switched to
inspecting them. “I was
only there maybe a year,
but the money was re-
ally good for a young
person then,” she said.
She made about $2 an
hour, and later went to
Paquette's Stationery on
Main Street.

Lenti said he plans to
return to town periodi-
cally while working on
this project, and hopes to
finish it within a year.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

ADA

continued from page 1

path forward.

Leading the discus-
sion were Jim Mazik
of Jim Mazik Consult-
ing Services and Mike
Kennedy of the Center
for Living & Working.
They were joined by
Connor Robichaud, a
representative from the
Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC).
Mazik, who was also
involved in Charlton’s
previous ADA report
in 2007 which were lat-
er updated in 2012, was
the first to present his
findings where he ex-
plained that Charlton
lacks sufficient ADA
compliance in areas

ranging from parking
signage to playgrounds
and simple issues like
obstacles in foot traffic
spaces in the town hall.

“We have a very de-
tailed description of
the areas of noncom-
pliance. We have the
federal code then we
provide the citation in
the state code, and then
a very detailed descrip-
tion of what exactly
needs to be undertaken
to address that issue.
Then we have a prior-
ity, a feasibility, and a
rough cost estimate,”
Mazik said of the study.

The report examines
both ADA and state
code 521 CMR require-
ments with the strict-
est requirement from

either report being
considered the target
for resolving noncom-
pliance resolution.
Mike Kennedy pro-
vided more details
about the self-evalu-
ation with up to elev-
en points examined
during the process.
Among the recommen-
dations were designat-
ing an ADA Coordina-
tor, ensuring adoptions
and distribution of
public notices on the
ADA policies are add-
ed to the town website,
adoption and notifica-
tion of ADA grievance
procedures, and rep-
resenting ADA appro-
priate language in all
job descriptions where
necessary among oth-

-WATER-

WEBER Gas Grills

**Pets Welcome**

CELEBRAING 34 YEARS

COTTAG

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3/ PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673

www.channelcottages.com

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

1,2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

FRONT - L

er recommendations.
He also recommends
Charlton create a Com-
mission on Disability
which would help the
town keep up with the
recommendations in
tandem with the ADA
coordinator.

Connor Robichaud
concluded the presen-
tation informing the
Select Board that the
self-evaluation docu-
ments are significant
to procuring state mon-
eys that could offset
the cost of recommend-
ed ADA updates in the
reports.

"This puts you in
a really good posi-
tion for grant applica-
tions moving forward.
There’s going to be
another round from
the Massachusetts Of-
fice of Disability for
capital project next
year. Those are up to
$250,000,” he said.

The Select Board did
not act on the docu-
ment during the meet-
ing. The matter was
tabled so that it could
be posted for the pub-
lic to see and for Se-
lect Board Members to
compile any questions

they may have before
ratification. The Select
Board is expected to
address the document
again as early as next
month.

We are in the

Summer Clearance Sale!

0% Interest - for 1 Full Year

process of selling

out some of our
current stock to
make room for

new Fall models.
Because of this, we
are offering savings

throughout the
store!

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will
be taken on these items. Floor Sample Clearance items are
sold on a first come first serve basis.

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd.,
FREE
M. T. W. 9:30-6:00;

Bedrooms

Living Rooms
Recliners

Occasional Pieces
Entertainment Centers

Sealy Mattresses

Whitinsville MA 01588 ¢ 508-234-8777
LAYAWAY ¢ FREE DELIVERY
TH., FRI. 9:30-7; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5
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OBITUARIES From criminal justice

to nursing care

Larry E. Hafer, 84

Charlton: Larry E. Hafer,
84, of Peaceful Lane, passed
away peacefully at home on
Tuesday, July 15th, with his
loving family by his side,
after a brief illness.

He leaves his beloved
wife of 64 years, Carolyn J.
(Abraham) Hafer; his son,
Frederick L. Hafer and his wife Casey
of Norfolk, VA; three daughters, Diana
dJ. Ijams and her husband, Andrew of
Charlton, Pamela A. Renzoni and her
husband, John of Grafton and Rita
L. Draper and her husband, Matt of
Bellevue, NE; his ten grandchildren,
Christine, Richard, Scott, Nicole,
Ryan, Katherine, Emily, Sarah, John,
and Samuel, ten great grandchildren,
longtime family friend Andrew Borer,
and many nieces and nephews. Larry
is predeceased by his loyal Boston
Terriers, Daisy and Annie.

Larry was born in Akron, Ohio,
the son of Lloyd E. and Mildred J.
(Mumper) Hafer. He proudly served
as a Lieutenant in the United States
Navy for over 20 years. During his
years of service, Larry was honored
to serve aboard the USS Wasp (1958-
66), USS Compass Island (1966-67), USS
Blackwood (1967-68), USS Intrepid
(1970-73), USS Waterford (1974-77), and
USS Eisenhower (1977-78). In addi-
tion, he performed recruitment enlist-
ment in Cleveland (1968) and attend-

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000 O

ed Officer Indoctrination
School (1969), where he was
promoted to Chief Warrant
Officer. During his service,
Larry was awarded commen-
dations, including the Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal
and the Navy Expeditionary
Medal for his service
during the Congo Crisis,
a Defense Service Medal,
and the Navy Achievement
Medal. Following his mili-
tary career, Larry worked as
Maintenance Department Supervisor
for Nuclear Metals Inc. in Concord for
20 years.

Following retirement, Larry
enjoyed gardening and woodworking,
and spent countless summers boat-
ing and fishing with his grandchil-
dren. Larry enjoyed travelling with
his adventure partner, Carolyn, and
was always ready for mischief and a
good joke.

His funeral with Navy honors was
held on Sunday, July 20th at 2:00 pm in
the Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home,
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge. A call-
ing hour in the funeral home was held
on Sunday, July 20th, from 1:00 pm to
2:00 pm prior to the service. Burial in
Northside Cemetery, Charlton will be
private at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Larry’s honor to the Wounded
Warrior Project: www.woundedwar-
riorproject.org

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Lizza Vega named to

Goodwin University's
Dean's List

EASTHARTFORD, Conn. — Lizza Vega has earned a spot on Goodwin Univer-
sity's Dean's List for the spring 2025 semester.

Lizza, a student from Southbridge, is one of 440 students to make the Dean's
List, reserved for those who demonstrate exemplary academic performance.
Dean's List inclusion requires a student to earn a minimum 3.5 GPA, the equiva-
lent of an A- average, during a given academic session. The student must also be
enrolled in a minimum of six academic credits to qualify.

Goodwin University congratulates Lizza on making the Dean's List and demon-
strating such a high standard of excellence in the classroom and beyond!

Goodwin University in East Hartford, Conn., is an innovative learning com-
munity that empowers hard-working students to become sought-after employees.
We tailor our programs to address the needs of employers, and we shape them to
fit the lives of students. Classes are conveniently offered year-round - days, eve-
nings, weekends, and online. Degrees may be flexibly layered across certificate,
associate, bachelor's, and master's programs in a variety of in-demand fields. Bet-
ter still, we surround our students with the personal support and the professional

Southbridge resident explores
correctional nursing

SOUTHBRIDGE
— For Johanna Marre-
ro, a Southbridge resi-
dent with a bachelor’s
degree in Criminal
Justice and years of
experience as a Direct
Service Worker, the in-
tersection of law and
healthcare is more than
an academic concept. A
recent experience at Vi-
talCore Health Strate-
gies inside MCI Shirley
offered her a firsthand
look at the unique and
demanding world of
correctional nursing.

Marrero, who cur-
rently works for the
Commonwealth as a
Direct Service Worker,
brought a unique per-
spective to the high-se-
curity  environment.
Her background, which
includes an associate's
degree from Quinsiga-
mond Community Col-
lege and a bachelor's
from Worcester State
University, both in
Criminal Justice, pro-
vided a foundation for
understanding the fa-
cility's complex social
and safety dynamics.

Her time with Kristy
Mannion, RN, Direc-
tor of Nursing, and
the corrections nurses
in the prison setting
revealed that the job
requires a delicate bal-
ance of medical skill
and constant vigilance.

“The nurse’s job goes
beyond medical care;
it also requires situ-
ational awareness,”
Marrero noted. “Being
mindful of personal
safety and maintaining
clear boundaries with
patients is extremely
important.”

She observed the
vital partnership be-

Courtesy

Johanna Marrero pinned by Doris Segrain, LPN at the
Graduation and Pinning Ceremony.

derscored the impor-
tance of empathy and
cultural sensitivity
when providing care to

cers, which ensures
safety and adherence to
strict regulations. This
collaboration is crucial

in a fast-paced environ-
ment where attention
to detail is paramount.
One procedure, in par-
ticular, highlighted the
difference between cor-
rectional  healthcare
and other settings.
“During med pass,
I noticed how strictly
items being given out
were kept track of and
documented—syring-
es, sharps, and even
batteries,” Marrero
shared. “This high-
lights how different
this setting is... You
don’t think about these
things until you’re in
a place where they can

an incarcerated popu-
lation. While the high-
stress environment
was not one she envi-
sioned for her long-
term career, the ob-
servation left a lasting
impact.

“This experience
helped me see a differ-
ent side of nursing and
reminded me that ev-
eryone deserves proper
care, no matter their
circumstances,” Mar-
rero concluded. “While
I don't see myself
working in this type of
environment, I'm glad I
had the opportunity to
observe it firsthand.”

guidance they need - not just to earn degrees, but to change lives for themselves,
their families, and their communities. For more information, please visit www.

goodwin.edu.

tween healthcare staff
and correctional offi-

be abused.”
The experience un-

Brimfield resident graduates from Albany College
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

ALBANY, N.Y. ,— More than 220 undergraduate,
graduate and PharmD students crossed the stage at
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences'
145th Commencement on May 17, including Alexis J.
Plumley of Brimfield. The ceremony was hosted at
the Albany Capital Center in Albany, New York.

Of the students in the Class of 2025, the youngest
student was age 19 and the oldest student was age 50.
Graduates hailed from 19 states including: Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Indiana, Kan-
sas, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, North Caro-
lina, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas and Vir-
ginia. Graduates also come from one US territory -
Puerto Rico, one US military installation in Italy, and
10 countries, including Canada, Costa Rica, Ghana,

Got S
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Jamaica, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South Ko-
rea, the United States and Vietnam.

Among these students, degrees conferred includ-
ing 50 received undergraduate degrees, four BS/MS
dual degrees, 42 Master's degrees, and 134 PharmD
degrees, with 79 of those candidates also receiving a
Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Several of these graduates will remain at the Col-
lege to pursue further study in one of ACPHS' degree
programs, whose portfolio saw a nearly 50% expan-
sion since 2024 in areas such as nursing, health data
sciences, and new online and hybrid modalities.

Founded in 1881, Albany College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences is a private college dedicated to edu-

n
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cating the next generation of leaders to improve the
health of society. ACPHS offers 19 undergraduate,
graduate and doctorate programs including online
and hybrid options. Students have opportunities to
extend what they are learning in the classroom at
The Stack Family Center for Biopharmaceutical Ed-
ucation and Training (CBET), at student-supported
pharmacies in underserved communities, and at The
Collaboratory, a public health resource serving Al-
bany's South End neighborhood. The College holds
a Carnegie Foundation Research Colleges and Uni-
versities designation for its research expenditures.
ACPHS is ranked #1 in New York state and among
the top five in the country for return on investment
by Georgetown University's Center on Education
and the Workforce, as well as earning an A+ for val-
ue by Niche.com.

we do.

For advertising contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Charlton nursing graduate eyes career as school nurse

CHARLTON — Katelyn Smith, a Charlton resi-
dent and graduate of the Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy Class of 2025, was honored with two
significant scholarships recognizing her academ-
ic diligence and career ambitions. Smith was the
recipient of the 2024-2025 Horatio Alger National
Career & Technical Scholarship and the Cynthia
& Harrison Taylor Scholarship from the Greater
Worcester Community Foundation.

A 2018 graduate of Bay Path Regional Vocation-
al Technical High School’s cosmetology program,
Smith is now pursuing a future in healthcare. Her
recent clinical rotation in a school nurse’s office
solidified her career path, offering a firsthand
look at a vital side of school nursing.

“This clinical rotation was an overall great ex-
perience for me,” Smith shared. “Experiencing
this rotation opened my eyes to a whole other side
of nursing, and I can absolutely see myself be-
coming a school nurse!”

During her rotation, Smith identified three key
roles that stood out: direct student care, health
screenings, and meticulous documentation. She
observed nurses providing face-to-face care for
everything from headaches to menstrual cramps,
noting that the care went beyond simple fixes.

“The nurses asked whether the student had eat-
en breakfast in the morning or had a good night's
rest before giving Tylenol,” Smith observed, high-
lighting the holistic approach to student wellness.

She also gained experience with essential
health screenings for vision, hearing, and growth
patterns, as well as the critical task of documen-

nursing students' ex-
periences at the School
Nurse’s Office.

Smith’s dedication
was recognized by two
separate  foundations.
The Horatio Alger As-
sociation, which honors
individuals who have
succeeded despite adver-
Y sity, awarded her its CTE
Scholarship. This com-
petitive national award
requires good academic
standing, Pell Grant eli-
gibility, and enrollment
in a career or technical
program at a not-for-
profit institution.

Locally, the Greater

tation.

“Documentation is critical,” Smith explained.
“It provides legal protection for the nurse and the
school. When a student visits the office, the nurse
has to document the reason for the visit, assess-
ments and observations, and interventions per-
formed.”

The Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School’s school nurse, Lynn Coleman, BSN,
RN, provides valuable feedback regarding the

Worcester Communi-
ty Foundation awarded
Smith the Cynthia &
Harrison Taylor Scholarship. Established in 1997,
the scholarship supports “diligent students who
need financial assistance to pay for college,” with
a preference for adult students pursuing their
first degree.

With the support of these awards, Smith is mov-
ing confidently toward her goal of providing com-
passionate and comprehensive care to students in
her community.

Courtesy
Katelyn Smith with the Practical Nursing Faculty at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy.
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LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry
St. Mary’s Church
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM
CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building AMHERST — The
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507 3
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon fOHOWlng Students were
named to the Spring 2025
it- Iosepfé’s;gh;g%h» Charlton Dean's List at the Uni-
uesda; :30-7: .m. .
Wednezday o-11 afn. versity of Massachusetts
Everyone is welcome. Ambherst.
LEICESTER
Leicester Food Pantry Students are appoint-
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish I :
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524 ed to the Dean's List at
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM the end of a semester in
which they have com-
NORTH BROOKFIELD y .
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry pleted a minimum of 12
Located in the church hall at 296 North graded credits and have
Main St. North Brookfield d d int
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the earned a grade pomnt av-
month from 5:00-6:30PM erage of 3.500 or better.
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM .
Any questions should be directed to the Brimfield
Rectory office 508 867-6469. Ethan Eroh
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County Ella Petersen
Food Banlk. Elizabeth Shaw
OXFORD Libby Sheldon
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road Cha]f:].ton
Oxford, MA 01540 Callie Cahn
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM Olivia Cloutier
ROCHDALE Samantha Cox
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry Christian Figueroa
Greenville Baptist Church .
674 Pleasant St. Hanna Gamelli
Rochdale, MA Michael Gard
Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone. Cay]"ee Gou"let
Abbigael Hill
SOUTHBRIDGE s
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, AndreW Kanla
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, Harry Kennan
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518 Leah Leclair
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398 Shawn Maple
Luke Miller
SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD - s
RESIDENTS ONLY Joseph Montville
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry Eliana Owusu-Ansah
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon Mad_elyn Parker
Adrien Roach
STURBRIDGE ) Anna Thomas
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, .
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, FranClSCO TOI'reS TOI'-
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518 res
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398 Mark Wassef
WEBSTER .
Webster-Dudley Food Share Fiskdale
4 Church St #2 Camden Foley
Webster, MA 0570 : s
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from Brodie Hemlngway
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and Drew Howard
Dudley residents. Laurel Ives
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171
Vanessa Joyner
WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church Holland
36 North Main Street, Alexis Carson
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM Clement C?rson
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM Abigail Grillo
Alexa Knight
Kassandra Knight
Southbridge
Juliana Beaudry
Isabella Colangione
Kirsten Congdon

.o . ’ @ . 1 a .
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Alanna is a bright, easygoing, and
adventurous young lady who enjoys
exploring new experiences. She is of-
ten described as a “great kid™—easy
to talk to, helpful, and kind-heart-
ed. Alanna loves staying active and
dreams of joining a gymnastics team
one day. Taking gymnastics lessons
is something she’s very excited about.
Creative and thoughtful, Alanna enjoys
arts and crafts, especially making ori-
gami. She also has a deep love for ba-
bies and often says she would babysit
for free just to be around them. Her
nurturing side really shines through
in moments like these. Alanna is also
an animal lover—though she’ll pass on
snakes, worms, and bees! One of her
favorite activities is visiting the library
and picking out books to read, showing her curiosity and love for learning.
Alanna would thrive in a supportive, active, and loving family that encour-
ages her many interests and gives her space to grow and express herself.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/24476869950
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Registration # 6228

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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UMass Amherst announces

Dean's List

Kierce Jarvis Zachary Christenson = wubueke

Lauren Lemire Carol DeRose Allison Parker

Aaron Mancaniello Aidan Folger Olivia Rizzo

Samantha Nordstrom Luke Goodwin Jake Rosen

Manav Patel Rita Goodwin

Emma Pelloni Jillian Gore Wales

Emily Quental Owen O'Connor Joseph Adams
Olivia Olson May Adams

Sturbridge Theodora On- Claire Godek

HINT

continued from page 7

Dry patches—If you notice your lawn has developed patchy areas of straw
colored grass, this could be a result of too little water.

Visible footprints on grass—If your turf is not springing back up when you
step on it, this could be a sign that the grass blades are dehydrated.

Slowed growth—If you notice you are not having to mow as often, your lawn's
growth may be stunted as a result of too little water.

To help prevent drought damage in cool-season grasses like Fescue, a profes-
sional core aeration and seeding treatment every fall is imperative.

*%

Here are some lawn mowing minders:

Experts say a common mowing mistake is cutting your grass too short, par-
ticular for cool season grasses. Higher heights usually provide for a deeper root
system, looks better, and is less likely to have weeds invading, particularly crab-
grass.

*%

Lawn pros advise adjusting your blade so that you never remove any more
than one third of the grass leaf at any one cutting. By doing so, you can safely
leave clippings that will quickly decompose and add valuable nutrients back into
the soil.

*%

The direction you mow your lawn is also important. For best results, your
lawn in a different direction with each mowing... Altering the direction gives you
an even cut and will prevent your grass growing in a set pattern.

*%

To ensure a good cut, make sure your lawn mower blade is sharp, which may
translate into sharpening it at least three times during mowing season.

*%

Want to up your odds of a lush lawn? Try mowing during the moon
phases. Here’s how: If you want your lawn to grow, mow it during new or first
quarter moon. If you want your lawn to grow more slowly, mow it during a full or
last quarter moon.

%%

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick House

Your tips can win you a great dinner for two at the historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to be entered into a random
drawing. One winner per month (or whenever enough submissions are received)
will win a fabulous three course dinner for two at the renowned restaurant, lo-
cated on Route 131 across the town common in historic Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dispensing tips, not inventing them (although I can take credit
for some), I'm counting on you readers out there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip that has worked for you? Do you have a
question regarding household or garden matters? If so, why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge Press newspapers? Send questions and/or hints to: Take
the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.com. Hints are entered into a drawing for dinner for two at
the historic Publick House Inn.

CYMATICS

continued from page 7

In early Chinese tradition, the philosopher Confucius taught that the key to
harmony in the kingdom was to "rectify names"—to speak words that accurate-
ly reflected truth and order. If names became distorted, if language no longer
matched reality, society would unravel. Disorder in words meant disorder in the
world.

And this idea? It's not foreign to Christian tradition.

The Apostle James called the tongue "a small part of the body, but it's like a
spark that can set a whole forest ablaze. The tongue, he warned, carries dispro-
portionate power.

Paul compared it to a rudder on a ship—tiny, yet able to steer the entire vessel.
In other words, your words guide your direction.

But the most striking example comes from the prophet Isaiah.

In a vision, Isaiah finds himself in the throne room of the Almighty. He sees
the Lord, high and exalted, surrounded by seraphim.

It is a scene of perfect glory. But Isaiah doesn't feel worthy to join in. He falls
to his knees and cries,

"Woe is me! For I am a man of unclean lips..."

He doesn't say, I am unclean because of what I've done.

He says, I am unclean because of what I've said.

In that moment, a seraph flies to him with a burning coal, taken from the altar.
And touches Isaiah's mouth. In this divine encounter; it's not Isaiah's actions that
are purified—it's his speech.

It all seems to point in one direction:

What we say has power.

Today, in the field of modern psychology, we've rediscovered the same truth.
The language we use—especially the words we speak about ourselves—shapes
our perception, our emotions, even our identity.

Say "I'm worthless" enough times, and it becomes more than a thought—it be-
comes a worldview.

Say "I'm loved. I'm here for a reason." You carry yourself differently, with a
spring in your step. You begin to live into the shape of the words you've spoken.

Just as sand arranges itself under sound, your life begins to align with your
language.

Your words do not vanish. They echo. Speak with care, for what you say be-
comes a reality.
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GARDENING

continued from page 7

diness, providing homes
for beneficial insects,
food for songbirds, and
adding winter interest.
Leave some of these
stems standing through-
out the upcoming grow-
ing season to serve as
homes for some of the

ANTIQUES

continued from page 7

lighting also contributed
to the film’s acclaim. Or-
son Welles directed and
acted in the film about
a newspaper magnate
Charles Foster Kane,
who resembled William
Randolph Hearst. Kane’s
dying word “Rosebud”

native bees.

AsK for or hire help if
needed. As much as you
love gardening, secur-
ing help for some of the
larger tasks or those that
just aren’t getting done
can help boost your en-
joyment. It can be hard
to find gardening help so
you may need to get cre-
ative. Consider sharing

was the name of his

childhood sled. It was

“a nostalgic callback
to the days before wealth
and power ultimately
ruined the mogul's life,”
according to Parade
Magazine. It was any-
thing but tough sledding
at a recent auction when
one of the original sleds

your gardening space
with someone who loves
to garden but lacks a gar-
den. Barter your knowl-
edge and skills for help
in your garden. Or plan
around robin of fun and
gardening with a few
friends. Take turns vis-
iting and tending each
other’s gardens. You’ll
enjoy the time spent to-

showcased in the film
sold for $14.75 million,
making it the second
highest price paid for
a Hollywood prop. As I
mentioned in a previous
column, a pair of Judy
Garland’s ruby red slip-
pers from the “Wizard of
Oz” set a record when it
sold for $32.5 million in

gether in each other’s
gardens as you tackle a
gardening task or two.
Then top off the visit
with a favorite beverage
and snack or meal.

Don’t let your list of
unaccomplished tasks or
weeds stop you from en-
joying your garden and
what you have accom-
plished. Relish every

December.

We are still working
on multiple online auc-
tions including a Civil
War auction, Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia auc-
tion and a Pennsylvania
transportation museum.
Other auctions will have
gold jewelry, sterling sil-
ver, art, and advertising

bloom, fresh tomato, or
visiting bird or butterfly.

Melinda Myers has
written more than 20
gardening books, includ-
ing the Midwest Garden-
er’s Handbook, 2nd Edi-
tionand Small Space
Gardening. She  hosts
The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” in-
stant video seriesand

signs, along with a wide
variety of other items.
We are always accept-
ing valuable pieces and
collections for upcom-
ing sales. Please visit
our website https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com
for links to upcoming
events.

Contact us to consign

the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

items or for auction in-
formation at: Wayne
Tuiskula  Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions
and Appraisal Services
info@centralmassauc-
tions.com or (508-612-
6111).

LEGALS

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c.
255, Section 39A. that on or after JULY
11,2025 at Cruise Control Transporta-
tion Inc. the following motor vehicle/s
will be sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle:
VEHICLE MAKE: 2003 CHEVROLET
CAVALIER
VIN:1G1JC12F737228259
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Warny Weymar Gamez
80 Fairway Ave
Riverhead NY,11901

VEHICLE MAKE:2002 TOYOTA CO-
ROLLA

VIN: INXBR12E12Z598300

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : DO Carmo Santos, Gleisson

6 Gates St. APT 2R

Worcester Ma,01610

VEHICLE MAKE
CAMRY
VIN:4T1BE46K77U096704

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Kelley, Richard A

44 Kenton Rd

Jamaica Plain Ma, 02130-3319

2007 TOYOTA

VEHICLE MAKE: 2008 NISSAN ALTI-
MA
VIN:1N4AL21E18C191848
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Cesar Rincon

16 Catherine St ,APT 2R

Worcester MA, 01605

VEHICLE MAKE : 2004 Honda CR-V
VIN:SHSRD78854U217266
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER: Naquan Ojae Bowens

46 w Sharpnack St

Philadelphia PA, 19119

VEHICLE MAKE: 2008 Toyota Camry
VIN:4T1BE46KX8U246600
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER: Danny S Lloyd

347 Dennison LN

Southbridge Ma 01550

VEHICLE MAKE: 2012 Ford Escape
VIN:1FMCU9D73CKC84435

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Laura ATighe

28 Stafford St.

Charlton MA 01507-1901

JULY 11, 20205

JULY 18,2025

JULY 25,2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2428EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Sonja Carr
Date of Death: 03/27/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Amy Beth Briggs of Fiskdale MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Amy Beth Briggs of Fiskdale MA be
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
08/12/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 11, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

July 24, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following

application:
The applicant, Chris and Krystal
Hansen, has submitted a Land

Disturbance/Stormwater Management
Permit on July 17, 2025, for stormwater

infrastructure associated with the

construction of a single-family home.
The project site is located at Lot 5
Hiland Road, Charlton, MA 01507, and
is also known as: Parcel ID 1A-G-6.
Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

Thursday, July 24, 2025

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE -
AMENDED

In accordance with the provisions of
MGL Ch. 40A, the Southbridge Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Thursday, August
7, 2025, at their 5:00 PM meet-
ing, in the Rice Conference Room,
First Floor, Southbridge Town Hall.
The purpose of the public hearing is
to consider the variance application,
as filed by Albert Soto-Serrano and
Sueday Perez, for a reduction of the
side setback to construct a garage per
Section 5, Table 2 of the Southbridge
Zoning Bylaws located at 12 Hartwell
Terrace; Map 53; Lot 175 (Albert Soto-
Serrano and SuedJay Perez, Owner).

The application and plan are on file for

review during normal business hours
with the Town Clerk. This notice is
also published electronically on www.
telegram.com and on www.ma.mypub-
licnotices.com.

Any person interested or wishing to be
heard on the application should appear
at the time and place designated.
Patrick Spinelli

Chair, Southbridge Zoning Board of
Appeals

July 24, 2025

July 31, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Worcester Probate & Family
Court

WO25E0081

Petition to Partition Citation
(A.C.92A)

To The Estate of Tammy
Mitchell (Mark Mitchell Personal

Representative) and to all other per-
sons interested.

A petition has been presented to
said Court by Richard W. Stearns of
Fiskdale in the County of Worcester
representing that he hold as tenant
in common undivided part of share of
certain land lying in Charlton in said
County Worcester and briefly as fol-
lows:

The land in Charlton, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon and all privileges and
appurtenances thereto belonging, con-
sisting of two (2) parcels of land,
bounded and described as follows:
Tract I:

BEGINNING at the southwesterly
corner thereof on the easterly side
of the State Highway leading from
Southbridge to Charlton City and at
point of intersection of the easterly line
of said State Highway with the line of
Snake Hill Road, so-called;

THENCE northerly by the easterly line
of said State Highway, 421 feet to an
oak tree;

THENCE turning at a right angle and
running easterly by land now or for-
merly of S. Warren Clark, 190 feet and
6 inches to a pine tree;

THENCE continuing easterly by said
Clark land in the same court, 109 feet
and 6 inches to the westerly line of a
brook;

THENCE southerly by the westerly line
of said brook to the northerly line of
Snake Hill Road;

THENCE westerly by  the northerly
line of Snake Hill Road 136 feet, more
or less, to the easterly side of said
State Highway at the point of begin-
ning.

Containing about 2 I/4 acres, more or
less.

Tract 1I: the land and buildings thereon
situated on the easterly side of the
State Highway leading from Charlton
City to Southbridge bounded and
described as follows:

BEGINNING at the southwesterly cor-
ner thereof on the westerly side of
said Highway and at the northwesterly
corner of land conveyed by deed of S.
Warren Clark to Edward F. Stearns et
ux dated April 25, 1938 and recorded
with Worcester Registry of Deeds in
Book 2789, Page 159;

THENCE northerly by the easterly side
of said Highway, 368 feet, 6 inches,
more or less, to an iron post in the
ground;

THENCE S. 44 1/4° E., by other land
now or formerly of said Clark, 312 feet,
more or less, to a stone wall;
THENCE in a general easterly direc-
tion by a stone wall and other land now
or formerly of said Clark, 25 feet, more
or less, to the westerly line of Cady

Brook;

THENCE southerly by the westerly
line of said Brook to an iron post in
the ground at the northeasterly corner
of land now or formerly of Edward F.
Stearns;

THENCE in a general westerly direc-
tion by the northerly line of said Stearns
land, 109 feet, 6 inches, to a pine tree;

THENCE con- CYMATICS

tinuing wes_t- continued from page 7
erly by said

northerly line of

said Stearns land, 190 feet, 6- inches,
more or less, to the easterly side of
said Highway at the point of beginning.
BEING the same premises conveyed
to the late Edward Francis Stearns,
Jr. and the land Irene Stearns by deed
of Donald R. Stearns, Sr. et ali dated
May 15, 1975 and recorded with said
Deeds in Book 5743, Page 315.
setting forth that he/she desire that
all the aforesaid described part of
said land may be sold at private sale
not less than Five Hundred Forty
Thousand ($540,000.00) dollars, and
praying that partition may be made of
all the land aforesaid according to law,
and to that end that a commissioner
be appointed to make such partition
and be ordered to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or any part of said land
which the Court finds cannot be advan-
tageously divided either at private sale
or public auction, and be ordered to
distribute the net proceeds thereof.

If you desire to object thereto you
or your attorney should file a written
appearance in said Court at Worcester
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on
the 29th day of July, the return date of
this citation.

Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esq.,
First Judge of Said Court, this 27th
day of June.

Stephanie K. Faltman

Register of Probate

July 10, 2025

July 17,2025

July 24,2025

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE DPW
Invitation to Bid for
Road Improvements Paving
The Town of Southbridge Department
of Public Works invites qualified
contractors to submit bids for road
improvement paving 2025. Copies
of the Bid documents are available
as of 12:00PM, on 07/16/2025. Bid
documents are available by email at
Imorell@southbridgemass.org or can
be picked up at the Department of
Public Works, 185 Guelphwood Rd.,
Southbridge, MA. Questions may be
directed to the Southbridge Project
Manager, Butch Jackson, at 508-304-
2450 or Imorrell@southbridgemass.
org.
All bids for this project are subject
to the provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 30 Section 39M
and Chapter 30B section 5. Prevailing
Wage Rates, and subsequent Certified
Payroll with proof of OSHA, are
required on this project. The current
wage rate schedule is attached to the
bid specification package.
The deadline for sealed bids is
08/14/2025 at 10:00AM. The sealed
bid shall be clearly marked Road
Improvement 2025. Bids are to be
addressed to the Department of
Public Works, 185 Guelphwood Road,
Southbridge, MA 01550. Late bids will
not be opened.
July 24, 2025

wiciw.StonebridgePress.com
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Rotary

continued from page 1

held at Fitchburg State
University in June.

The conference aims
to develop the leadership
potential of young men
and women through in-
teractive leadership labs,
dynamic guest speakers,
and mentally and physi-
cally challenging activ-
ities. Sessions focus on
decision-making, crit-
ical thinking, effective
communication, ethics,
and public service. Re-
cipients were selected
based on demonstrated
leadership potential,
strong citizenship, and
a compelling desire
to benefit from the ex-
perience—qualities
confirmed through a
competitive  interview
process.

RYLA award recip-
ients Nia Warren and
Ben Landine were on
hand to receive their
awards in person. Addi-
tional awards were made

in absentia to Madeline
Guertin, Sophia Boch-
icchio, Alexis Baker,
Eliza Jaeger, Radisson
Jumawan, and Victo-
ria Lockhart, who were
unable to attend due to
summer commitments.
The Club also cele-
brated the transition of
leadership in the Inter-
act Club at Tantasqua
Regional High School,
Rotary’s youth service
organization. Outgo-
ing  officers—Jackson
Landine, president;
Rachel Salisbury, vice
president; Charlotte
Ardis, treasurer; Joce-
lyn Mrotek, secretary;
and Samantha Baker,
publicist—were on hand
to formally pass the
torch to the incoming
board. The new slate
of officers, all rising se-

niors, includes Emette
Deatte, president; Ethan
Zhu, vice president;

Evie Spencer, treasurer;
Maired Fairbrother, sec-
retary; and Julie Anne

Petersen, publicist. Dis-
trict Governor Johnny
Ahern officiated the
swearing-in ceremony,
followed by the presen-
tation of officer pins and
the gavel.

Guests were invited to
view displays of the In-
teract Club’s successful
community service proj-
ects from the past year,
along with information-
al tables on Rotary pro-
grams and initiatives.

Another centerpiece
of the evening was
the awarding of eight
scholarships totaling
$8,000 presented by
Club President Klaus
Hachfeld. Seven schol-
arships were given in
memory of longtime Ro-
tarian Dorothy Wright,
and an additional schol-
arship was awarded in
memory of the late Dr.
Otto Prohaska.

This year’s scholar-
ship recipients are:

Charlotte Ardis,
Sturbridge - attending

the College of William
and Mary, majoring in
math and economics

Samantha Baker,
Monson - attending the
University of Connecti-
cut, majoring in nutri-
tional science

Anthony Faz-
zuoli, West Brookfield
— theOtto Prohaska
Scholar, attending the
University of Massachu-
setts Amherst, majoring
in biology with a pre-
med focus

Griffin Harold,
Fiskdale, Bridgewater
State University, major-
ing in geography and ur-
ban planning

Jackson Landine,
Brookfield - attending
the University of Rhode
Island, majoring in fi-
nance and accounting

Jocelyn Mrotek,
Sturbridge - attending
Dickinson College, ma-
joring in political sci-
ence

Ethan Parker,
Sturbridge - attending

Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, majoring in ge-
ography and urban plan-
ning

Rachel Salisbury,
Sturbridge - attending
Marist University, has
not chosen a major

Community Appreci-
ation Awards were also
presented to individu-
als who have supported
the Rotary mission and
youth programs, includ-
ing Principal Peter Du-
fresne, Principal Mark
Wood, Interact Advi-
sor Amy Willard (recog-
nized in absentia), and
Publick House Director
of Catering Catherine
O’Brien (recognized in
absentia).

Newly elected Rotary
District 7910 Governor
Johnny Ahern offered
his reflections on the
values of Rotary and
the importance of fos-
tering youth leadership.
In his closing remarks,
President Hachfeld en-

couraged the new slate
of Interact officers to
consider doing a joint
international project
with Interact members
in Stourbridge, UK, the
club’s sister organiza-
tion, and offered his as-
sistance in facilitating
that process. The meet-
ing concluded with the
traditional Rotary toast
by President Hachfeld:
“To Sturbridge USA,
Stourbridge UK, and Ro-
tary International. Hear-
hear!”

About the Sturbridge
Rotary Club

The Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club is committed to
“Service Above Self.” As
part of Rotary Interna-
tional, the Club supports
local and global projects
in education, health,
and community develop-
ment, and invests in the
next generation of lead-
ers through programs
like RYLA and Interact.

OHD

continued from page 1

Learn about rhythms
from around the world
using our vast variety of
djembes and other hand
drums. The final musi-
cal act from 7 - 9 p.m.
is local favorite, Larry
Simonetti, whose exten-
sive repertoire of music
spans several genres and
is always a crowd pleas-
er.

The day also offers a
variety of activities for
kids of all ages. Activ-
ities include carnival
games, bounce house,
face painting, Hitchcock

Academy will create a
playground that will in-
cludes Badminton, Vol-
leyball, Cornhole and
the extremely popular
Gaga Ball, among oth-
ers. Local artisans will
show their wares along
with non-profit organi-
zations, many who will
be offering information
and interactive games.
The Brimfield Fire De-
partment is on hand to
show their interactive
display. The Sheriff’s
department will bring
their therapy dog and
triad Unit.

What is a celebration

without food? Vendors
will be on hand with
popcorn, ice cream and
cotton candy. St. Chris-
topher Church will have
the grills fired up cook-
ing hamburgers & hot-
dogs throughout the day:
They have also been sell-
ing tickets for the Chick-
en Bar B Que, which is
taking place from 4 to 6
p.m. Tickets were pre-
sold, but a limited quan-
tity will be available that

day.
Dennis McCurdy of
McCurdy Insurance,

who is celebrating 50
years in business, has

been the presenting
sponsor since the event’s
inception, and said “I
believe in community,
community building
and giving back and Old
Home Day has proven to
be a wonderful opportu-
nity to do just that. I have
countless memories of
my youth in Brimfield
and am happy to be able
to support a community
that has meant so much
to me.”

Volunteers are a key
element to help pull the
day off and keep every-
thing running smoothly.
There is always room for

more volunteers to help
at the bounce house,
game area and parking.
If you are interested
and able to help, please
email brimoldhome-
day@gmail.com

This day would not be
possible without the sup-
port of the community
and the committee is for
their support. They are
Presenting Sponsors,
McCurdy Insurance &
Green Acres Antiques
and Flea Market. Plati-
num sponsor, Ardizzoni
Plumbing & Heating.
Gold level sponsors are
New England Motel &

Antique Shows, Precise
Paving, RPM Heating &
Air, Soper Construction,
Francesco’s Restaurant,
Value Mechanical, Elite
Heating & Air, the Brim-
field Athletic Associa-
tion and Auction acres.

For additional details
check the Brimfield Old
Home Day Facebook
page or the events page
at Hitchcockacademy.
org. The rain date for the
event is Sunday, July 27.
Information will be post-
ed there.

CPL

continued from page 2
apy Dogs, Inc. Registra-
tion is required.

Drop-In Visit with Ol-
ive the Therapy Dog

Tuesday, August 5,
6:00-6:30 Storytime
Room - no registration
required

Tuesday, August 26,
5:00-5:30 Storytime
Room - no registration
required

This is an open session
to visit with our Ther-
apy Dog, Olive. Olive is
trained and licensed
through Bright Spot
Therapy Dogs, Inc. Reg-
istration is not required.
All ages are welcome.
If you are interested in
having a private visit
with Olive for a reading
session or any other rea-
son, please register for
one of our Private Visit
sessions.

Puzzle Race
Tuesday, August 5,

Town-to-Town

6:00-7:30 pm - Dexter Hall
- registration required
Can your team com-
plete a jigsaw puzzle fast-
er than your friends and
neighbors? Each team
will receive the same 300
piece puzzle provided
by the library. The team
that finishes first or
completes the most be-
fore time is called wins!
Adults, teens, and fami-
lies with children aged
8+ are welcome to partic-
ipate. Registration is re-
quired- only one person
from each team should
register. Teams can have
up to six members. Don't
have a team? Email Betsy
at perryb@cwmars.org
and we'll put together a
team of interested folks!

Author Storytime:
Farmer Todd Lost His
Way Home

Wednesday,  August
6, 10:30-11:00 - Storytime
Room - no registration
required

Join us for a special

storytime with local au-
thor Scarlett Webb! All
ages are welcome to at-
tend. Includes a story and
coloring activity. Regis-
tration is not required.

Exploring the
Path

Thursday, August 7,
6:00-7:30 pm - Dexter Hall
- registration required

Join Don Duffy for his
presentation on the Bay
Path, a fascinating tidbit
of local history. Some
people have heard of the
path itself and many
know of Bay Path Uni-
versity in Longmeadow
or Bay Path Vocational
School in Charlton. Few
understand the local sig-
nificance of the Bay Path
and its course through
Monson, Brimfield, Stur-
bridge, and the surround-
ing area. Native Amer-
icans needed to move
about from the rich soils
of the Connecticut River
Valley to central wood-
lands filled with game

Bay

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-730

and to the abundant fish
and shellfish at the coast.
Sponsored by the Friends
of the Charlton Public Li-
brary.

Wingmasters: The
World of Owls

Friday, August 8, 11:00
am -12:00 pm - Dexter Hall
- registration required

The Charlton Public
Library and Charlton
Garden Club are pleased
to present Wingmasters:
The World of Owls.

Owls are not evil spir-
its, wise little philoso-
phers or Walt Disney
creations. Nor do they
wing about carrying
messages, despite the
way they're depicted in
the Harry Potter books.
In fact, owls are proba-
bly more misunderstood
than any other Kkind
of bird. This program
shows how owls use their
specialized powers of
sight, hearing and flight
to survive and thrive. A
wealth of fact and folk-

lore about these masters
of the dark explains the
natural and unnatural
history of owls. A vari-
ety of live owls provides
the focus of the presenta-
tion. THIS PROGRAM IS
FOR THOSE AGES 10+.
REGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED.

Drop-In Visit with
Jack-Jack the Therapy
Dog

Mondays, August 11,
18, and 25, 11:30-12:00 -
Storytime Room - no reg-
istration required

This is an open session
to visit with our Therapy
Dog, Jack-Jack. Jack-
Jack's breed is Coton
de Tulear and he is a li-
censed therapy dog. Reg-
istration is not required.
All ages are welcome. If
you are interested in hav-
ing a private visit with
Jack-Jack for a reading
session or any other rea-
son, please register for
one of our Private Visit
sessions.

==

Fiber Arts Club for
Tweens & Teens

Monday, August 11,
2:30-3:30 Storytime
Room - registration not
required

Are you interested
in knitting, crocheting,
needle felting, or oth-
er fiber art? Join us to
practice your craft, learn
from more experienced
friends, or teach others!
Don't forget to bring your
current projects! This
group is best for tweens
and teens ages 9 -18. Reg-
istration is not required!

Toe Jam Puppet Band
Wednesday, August 13,
1:00-1:45 - Dexter Hall -

registration requested
Get ready for some
BIG FAMILY FUN! Join
us for one of the zaniest
concerts you'll ever expe-
rience. All ages are wel-
come to attend. Please
sign up so we know how
many people to expect.
Tum To CPL page 16

==

99 North Street,
Southbridge

1st Floor
Saturday and Sunday
9 am to 2 pm

FOR SALE

*Eclipse Exerciser
Brand New

July 26th and
July 27th, 2025

Furniture
Living Room, Bedroom,
Knick knacks
Houseware
Yard tools
Miscellaneous items

Cash or Venmo

*Piano Keyboard

Brand New
Asking $300
For Both
Call 508-266-0178
Leave Message

Loft twin
bunk bed set

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

12 x 36
swimming pool,
like new

Call 774-635-9111

MA To Helmets, Swords,
Provide Foster Care Daggers, Bayonets,
To Children In Need. F|2Agesd%?1'if§?n(1262’tc

2417 Support O\;er 40 year’s’
Generous

experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-0n
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope20wn.com

508.943.4333
Staron Pelletier - Owner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & RI
We Want
Your Listings! "

'll. =

,

5 |
L

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryax Pelleticr

WEBSTER - 24 COOPERRD )

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on CoongRJ<
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be- ‘
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private
Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage.$649,900.

_\ WEBSTER- 16 BLUEBERRY WAY (

Welcome to 16 Blueberry Wayl i

B T, Timeless Colonial will “Exceed” you
| Expectations ~ Impeccably Maintained!
Feamaaag [ The Open Fir Plan! Quality Craftman-
I | ”I-'L“ ship starting w/ the Heart of the Home

o

~ ~The Kitchen! Quartz Counters, Island
& Lots of Natural Light! Living & Family
Rms are convenient for Large Gather-
ings! Fireplace! Sun Room w/Casa-
. blanca Fans. Enticing INGROUND SALT

WATER POOL $779,000

WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

elcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
¥ offering the perfect blend of mod-
§ ern amenities. Recently remodeled
open concept kitchen living room
& dining area featuring granite
* countertops, new flooring & recent
appliances. Updates include roof,
Cl windows, doors, Roth oil tank &
| Hot Water Heater (2021). New
r“hea’tlng system in 2023. This is
a “GEM” Possibility of a 4th bed-
room/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

.- PORTUNITY! OVER
31,000 SQ FT OF
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of
land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western

| Sunsets -
of Middle to North
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sg.
T Ft. Waterfront Lot!

(L \ Suuy Farborn Yillat )
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT )

II |||| 1‘

; A4} i _t__

A on il an¥Erin

B ; T ; Mg o=
N NN Dy i &..

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR-

BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertammg family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront Webster Lake Waterfront
] WEBSTER  LAKE 88 Union Point 8 Long Island
i WATERFRONT! i Excellent oppor- Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cottage, with
jUST SIMPLY AN tunity! Natural Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained,
INCREDIBLE OP | Western _ Facing oy 15
| Shoreline- Beautiful % BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Fioors!

& Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-
Around Screened Porch, Lg Outbuild-
ing w/Full Bath/Shower/Laundry &
Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr +
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Sea-

Views

son Water Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES!
WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER 11 PARK RD.

MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural
Gas. $510,000

(1) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

& Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Din- *
“9 ing Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm.
"1 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ns-Corning finished basement system.

1640" direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61
Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial for up to 5 house lots! 119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive
Access to Land & Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recrea-

tional- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity! ~ $899,000

en area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Morton
Barn Style Garage .39 acre  $435,000

Webster Lake Watenjront Lots

Butes Point RA

In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ace
Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

GEDAR POINT RD

| 100+/- feet of Pris-

tine, Sandy Shoreline!
. Boasting 6 Large
— rooms, 2 Baths, 3

Nanatomqua $190,000

Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, ¢ fggﬂﬁ g X 3(')“/()'22 311“43?1 5% Sared Dot ?:nat Bedrooms, ~ Garage. 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SQLD!

on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable. | car garage. | e L T = All'on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

assisted sale $1,199,900 1 “$660,000 595,000 $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!
6 Second Street Brookfield - PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
B, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 =Y
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

T

DUDLEY- PRIVACY
ON 2 ACRES $799,900

PRIVACY AND INVESTMENT

2 bed/2 bath mobile home in highly sought after Nanatomqua. Luxury vinyl plank floors, bed
& bath at each end. Eat-in kitchen, oversized living room w/electronic blinds and built-ins. All
new windows throughout. Furnace only 2-3 years old. Park share $17,250 included in list price.

and trash r 1. Whole

Monthly lot rent $210 includes water, sewer, taxes, road
house generac generator, shed. Covered deck with handicap ramp.

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

Lisa Caromn Reel

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
@2 W, Ve Sirast, PO Bexddy Breellld, MA 01508
@l

Seardn Instant|y

Whatever Your Style,

Find it in the
Real Estate Section

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Reattors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When

ERA Key Realty

Experlence EEEEEEEEEE SERVICES
onna Flannery Realtor
- and D Fl Realtor®
B 508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Commitment flnmery
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
Matter

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

— —~ 508.612.1382 = SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME >
"/: Eﬁm‘“\\; MESRealty.com ; ERAHALLOFFAME (@) Q
\\c,_____,// Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

ON 7 ACRES INCLUDES A
5 ACRE BUILDABLE LOT
| ($925,000)
128 Old Southbridge Rd

WORCESTER
-3BEDROOM

HOPEDALE- BUNGALOW
NEW PRICE!!

WORCESTER-
COMING SOON
*Sided
* Garage
*1st Floor Bedroom

* Newly Painted Interior
*Lake View

* 1 Bedroom
* Perfect Condo Alternative
* 940 sq. ft. *Three Season Porch

54 Hill St $360,000

* 3 Bedroom * 1.5 Baths
*Fireplace

142 College St $395,000 27 Whitla Drive

Malke ¢he move/t

Firnnd the bornres of yowur neighborbhood

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

collen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

SZYMCZAK SELLS' EXPERIENCE
= | : MATTERS!!!

Call for a

Market

Analysis

A if you are

DUDLEY WEBSTER Thinking
Jo-Ann (Nedroscik) 10 Tobin Drive 21RaleighRd  About Selling
Szymczak =  $685,000 $445,000 Your Property
CRS, GRI, SRES  #[14 ReMax Vision O @
508-943-7669 -~ 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = =S mis

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|
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SCHOOL

continued from page 3 icies will
now be
presented for public input and were to
be subject to the district’s Policy Sub-
committee during a meeting on July
23. They are expected to be addressed
by the full School Committee as early
as the next meeting in August.

The remaining two policies involve
the future of out-of-district student ad-
missions in Dudley and Charlton. One
policy simply sought for clear up some
language within the school admissions
residency, specifically creating consis-
tency in cutoff times for residency
changes and clarifying details and lim-
its for non-tuition exchange students.
However, a second brand new policy
expands on the exchange student dis-
cussion by implementing proposing a
general document for “Admission of
Foreign Exchange Students” with the
expectation that the district could soon
be approved to accept foreign students
who are willing to pay to attend Dudley
and Charlton schools.

Superintendent Steven Lamarche
gave insight into where the district
stands in that process.

“IShepherd Hill Regional High
School] Principal Darren Elwell had
gone through a very extensive process
with Homeland Security to have stu-
dents who may want to pay to come
here and have our school approved.
So, we may at some point in time have
tuition based foreign exchange stu-
dents coming to our district as well,”
Lamarche said.

'PEACHES|

The ¢
Harvesti
Is In!

Visit The Farm For:
o Just Baked Pies
o (ider Donuts ® Cheese

M
o)
m
m

Tues.-Thurs. Only

Suuthhrldge Rd., Warren, MA e 413 436 7122

Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

The new policy, which totals half a page, solidifies the
district’s support for increased educational opportunities
including participation in an International Exchange Stu-
dent Program and while it does specify that tuition won’t be
it makes clear that students

charged “whenever possible,”

will be asked to pay accordingly if a fee is deemed necessary.

These policies will also be available for public input and
examined by the Policy Subcommittee before the School
Committee’s August meeting.

CPL

continued from page 14

This program is generously funded by
Country Bank.

Meet Blades, the Bruins Mascot!

Thursday, August 14, 11:30-12:30 - Dex-
ter Hall - registration requested

You are invited to meet the Bruins
Mascot, Blades! Event highlights in-
clude games and activities, trivia and
prizes, local celebrity guest reader, and
photos with Blades. All ages are wel-
come to attend! Please register so we
know how many people to expect.

CPL Book Discussion - THE SEA
AROUND US by Rachel Carson

Thursday, August 14, 6:00-7:00 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

Books are available for checkout at
the adult circulation desk one month
prior to discussion.

Drop-in Sensory Play
Friday, August 15, 10:00-11:00 - Story-
time Room - no registration required
Please join us for sensory open play!
Different stations will be set up for your
child to explore and interact with. Best
for ages 4 and up.

Crafternoon for Kids

Friday, August 15, 2:30-3:30 - Story-
time Room - no registration required

Drop by the Storytime Room and
make a fun craft! Best for ages 5-10.

Trinket Dish Craft

Tuesday, August 19, 6:00-6:45 pm and
6:45-7:30 pm - Reading Garden - regis-
tration required

Wednesday, August 20, 10:30-11:15am
and 11:15 am-12:00 - Reading Garden -
registration required

This month we're crafting with al-
cohol inks! We'll start by making book-
marks and then we'll decorate trinket
dishes. Please note that this craft will
be in the Reading Garden due to the
odors. The dishes will need to be left at
the Library for a week while they are
sealed and dried. Participants will be
notified when their dishes are ready to
be picked up. For adults and teens ages

308 4
LLAKESIDE
7/18
7/20
7/25
1/27
8/1

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

Check out our

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP

MUSIC
BINGO

Evan CouTuRre

11 on THE OutsiDE EVERY
STEPHEN GEORGE T“;’?g%AY

Jonny TAYLOR
Kevin KvEIn

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Please

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on

Facebook

ew Summer Menu

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

% Check
out the

new Fall/

13 and older; registration is required.
Do not wear your favorite clothes in
case of splatter!

Design Your Own Pencil Case

Thursday, August 21, 5:30-6:15 - Story-
time Room - registration required

Add your own design to these canvas
pouches! Turn yours into a pencil case,
a toiletry bag, or even a wallet/clutch -
whatever you'd like! This event is best
suited for children ages 5-11.

Alzheimer’s
Group

Thursday, August 21, 6:00-7:30 pm
- Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

The Alzheimer’s Support Network
Caregiver Support Group is led by Alz-
heimer’s Care Professionals and experi-
enced caregivers. We offer information,
resources, and strategies specific to car-
ing for someone with Alzheimer’s and
other Dementias along with support for
transitioning to different care settings.
Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley and Charl-
ton Public Library.

Caregivers Support

Death Cafe

Thursday, August 21, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - no registration required

A Death Café is a group-directed
discussion of death with no agenda,
objectives or course of action, no set
conclusions and no judgement. It pro-
vides a safe environment to gather,
eat cake, drink tea or coffee, and enjoy
open-minded conversation about dying
and death. It is an opportunity to share,
explore and question our own percep-
tions of death. It’'s not a bereavement
session — just an open conversation
about a topic that we often find taboo.
You are welcome to share as much or
as little as you wish. Questions? Email
kwalker4@mac.com.

Critical Thinking Discussion Group
- Book of Five Rings by Musashi Miya-
moto

Friday, August 22, 1:00-2:00 pm - Sib-
ley Reading Area - no registration re-
quired

No experience with critical thinking
discussion groups is necessary. Books/
materials are available for checkout
one month prior to discussion. Ques-
tions? Email saga3@charter.net.

Quick Pickling Workshop

Tuesday, August 26, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

The folks from Blackstone Valley
Veggie Gardens will be here to teach us
about the Quick Pickling method!

Let's learn to make Summer squash,
zucchini or cucumber pickles. All par-
ticipants will go home with a pint jar of
delicious pickles that they make them-
selves. Registration is required. For
adults and teens ages 13+.

Charlton Ukulele League & Ensem-
ble

Thursday, August 28, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

Experienced musicians and new-

MASS SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 9&10
PRE BUY NOW AND BEAT THE CROWDS

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

WE INSTALL TV'S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS'

A/C SALE! MATTRESS SALE!
o —

43” Smart V...

TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

L: $269

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN; 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

(— SAMSUNG )
WASHER & DRYER

#46300 Reg. $1599.99

\__AFTER REBATE! J

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

WE SELL E-BIKES!

(81200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

Q BIKE SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

‘999"
L A

( GE DELUXE )
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

‘3399.99‘

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV.

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

TP ———
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

\__AFTER REBATE! J

G.E. DELUXE
AR F
GAS RANGE
Reg. $899.99

FRIGIDAIRE )

][ DISHWASHER
Reg. $399.99
| 5699 .99

Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO
Reg. $899.99

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT)) (

\ 3749.99 |

‘299"
FRIGIDAIRE )

LG #3400

WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99
Reg. $699.99 Reg $249-99

(" GE27CU.FT. [

k sl 499.99‘

5CU. FT.
CHEST
FREEZER

‘ Sl 89.99 ‘

FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $1999.99

(MAYTAG DELUXE |

FAMOUS MAKER
18 CU. FT. OVER THE STOVE
REFRIGERATOR MICROWAVE

k ssss .99 slsg.ss ‘

°1399”)| 549~

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER

 WHIRLPOOL |
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $459.99

\ J

WASHER OR
DRYER
Reg. $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

= g
m ' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

bies all welcome. Questions? Email
Cule5632@gmail.com.

OPACUM

continued from page 3

trail improvements, habitat manage-
ment, and maintenance.

Interested applicants should com-
plete an application at https://ter-
racorps.my.site.com/terracorps/s/
available-member-positions and
choose Opacum Land Trust as your
preferred service site.

Opacum Land Trust works to
protect the land, water, and wild-
life of south-central Massachusetts
through land conservation, stew-
ardship, and education. To date, the
organization has protected more
than 4,000 acres across the region.
To learn more or to make a donation
to support OLTs work, visit www.
OpacumLT.org.

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

St. Mary’s Church

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf

Oxford Community Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540

Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, MA

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER

Webster-Dudley Food Share

4 Church St #2

Webster, MA 0570

Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
Dudley residents.

Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM
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