


BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — In 
the course of  this year’s 
budget presentation 
March 4, Town Admin-
istrator Robin Grimm 
brought up an issue that 
will likely affect all area 
communities. 

Starting with model 
year 2026 (that is, later 
this year), the state is re-
quiring many municipal 
trucks be electric. Her 
budget seeks to buy a new 
truck this year for the 
DPW (plus an ambulance) 
and has others upcoming 
for future years. 

The problem, she and 
others noted, is that “the 
technology has not caught 
up” with what they’re 
needed for. Towns gener-
ally lack the infrastruc-
ture to run them or store 
them indoors, and they 
don’t run well in winter.

“The vehicles them-
selves are not ready 

to handle the kinds of 
storms where we’re out 
45-50 hours (for plowing),” 
Grimm said. “You have to 
take them off  the road ear-
lier, and that means you 
need more trucks.”

For now, though, she’s 
aiming to get in line to 
buy one of  the remain-
ing diesel trucks, and will 
keep the old one it replac-
es instead of  selling it at 
auction. She said Stur-
bridge is lucky to have an 
early Special Town Meet-
ing (the same night as the 
annual in April), since 
it might enable the town 
to get its order in before 
communities who have to 
wait for next year’s bud-
get to start in July.

Finance Director Bar-
bara Barry agreed, say-
ing the Mass Municipal 
Association “is working 
to get (this requirement) 
delayed because of  the is-
sues Robin said.”

So did Finance Com-

mittee chair Kevin Smith, 
who said, “Even though 
we’re mandated to buy 
them, they don’t exist.” 
Another speaker predict-
ed the Legislature will 
end up delaying the rule.

On Nov 5, MMA’s Web 
site noted the state al-
ready has delayed it once; 
it was slated to start last 
year. It’s online at https://
www.mma.org/massdep-
adjusts-emissions-rules-
for-medium-and-heavy-
duty-trucks/.

“MassDEP announced 
that it will exercise en-
forcement discretion 
to exempt vehicles pur-
chased by state and local 
agencies for snow plow-
ing, snow removal, and 
street sweeping purposes 
from ACT manufacturer 
compliance requirements 
for model years 2025 
and 2026,” MMA stated. 
“... State and local gov-
ernment agencies must 
submit written requests 

to MassDEP and 
manufacturers or 
their authorized 
dealerships de-
tailing the make, 
model, model 
year, and number 
of  vehicles to be 
purchased. Mass-
DEP will make 
a determination 
as to whether en-
forcement discre-
tion is allowable 
for the proposed 
purchase, and will 
communicate its 
decision to the re-
questing agency 
and the manufac-
turer.”

The same page notes, 
“In Massachusetts, for 
model year 2025, the rule 
requires 7 percent ZEV 
(Zero Emission Vehicle) 
sales in classes 2b-3, 11 
percent in classes 4-8; 
and 7 percent for tractors 
classes 7-8.” According 
to Wikipedia, Class 2b 
“light duty” starts at 8501 
pounds; Classes 3-6 “medi-
um duty” run from 10,001-
26,000 pounds; and Class-
es 7-8 “heavy duty” are up 
to 80,000 pounds.

Grimm said that is-
sue is just one this year’s 
budget faces. Fiscally, the 
town is looking at a re-
tirement system hike of 
16.7 percent, plus a health 
insurance hike averag-
ing 16.1 percent over last 
year’s rise (9.9 percent 
for active employees, but 
more than 20 percent for 
retirees). The total budget 
increase this year is about 
$1.5 million, 45 percent of 
it “for those uncontrolla-
ble costs,” she said. Gen-
eral government salaries, 
by contrast, make up 12 
percent of  the increase, 
although they’re only ris-
ing 2 percent.

Grimm said Sturbridge 
“is not a big enough pool 
to take the risk of  self-in-
suring,” but she wants 
to look into plan changes 
and may consider bidding 
out insurance next year, 
depending on union nego-
tiations.

At the same time, state 
aid is only rising 0.6 per-
cent, and she noted Stur-
bridge only gets the min-
imum for education aid 
($100 per pupil). Overall, 

department requests ex-
ceeded income projections 
by about $815,000, and that 
required Grimm and Bar-
ry to do some things they 
said they normally do not 
want to do to balance the 
budget. Among them are 
cutting two part-time jobs, 
eliminating two cruisers 
(they’ll buy one with free 
cash), buying a bus with 
free cash, cutting police 
and fire overtime. She’s 
also seeking to buy an am-
bulance with Ambulance 
Stabilization funds and 
free cash, and she noted 
the fire department is al-
ready seeking two major 
vehicles next year. Some 
other changes shifted cer-
tain costs into revolving 
funds that had been in the 
general budget (typically 
in the health department, 
regarding the landfill).

Regarding free cash 
usage, Smith objected, 
noting that’s essentially 
using it “to pay operating 
expenses to balance the 
budget.” Grimm agreed, 
saying she’d rather have 
things like cruisers in the 
budget because they’re 
regular needs. Many 
towns do use free cash for 
such purchases, but the 
amount of  free cash var-
ies annually.

She added that part of 
this year’s budgeting is-
sue is the fact it’s earlier. 
The state has “no urgen-
cy to have 
a budget 
b a l a n c e d 
and out to 
us,” and 
sometimes 
d o e s n ’ t 

even approve one until 
the fall. (Towns usually 
base theirs on the Gover-
nor’s proposal, because it 
comes out fairly early in 
January.)

“We’re not in distress, 
just not in as good a shape 
as we’ve been,” she said. 
“... We don’t feel good 
about how we had to do it, 
but we held the line,” not-
ing the actual budget in-
crease is the same as last 
year’s, 3.6 percent.

One concern going 
forward, though, is that 
hotel/motel and food tax-
es have basically been 
“flat for years” excluding 
covid, Grimm added. The 
town has largely built-out 
its commercial zone and 
has shown no interest in 
multiple such areas, so 
there’s “not a lot of  places 
for major commercial/in-
dustrial growth” and only 
a little population growth.

To Smith, “We’re get-
ting close to spending 
more than we earn. This 
year, we’re covering it … 
but it seems we’re at that 
tipping point” if  costs 
keep rising. He noted a 3.6 
percent budget hike isn’t 
bad, but “we’re not get-
ting 3.6 percent increase 
in revenue.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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 Real Estate
AUBURN 

$460,000, 12 Williams St, Landry, 
Matthew, to Mccann, Sandra C, and 
Mccann, Shula.

$166,000, 14 Preston Ave, Ciccone, 
Angela T, and Newrez LLC, to Davis, 
Robert E.

DUDLEY 
$589,900, 53 Dudley Oxford Rd, 

Rice, Glenn M, and Rice, Cynthia M, 
to Stuart, Leann, and Stuart, Anne.

$400,000, 69 Southbridge Rd, Pmz 
Development LLC, to Thorpe, Ethan, 
and Shaughnessy, Christiana.

OXFORD
None

WEBSTER
$14,390,000, E Main St, Cedar-Pc 

Plaza LLC, to Osj Of  Webster LLC.
$970,000, 77-79 Chase Ave, Jeffrey 

M Stock Rentals I, to Wps Webster 
LLC, and Cw Webster Re LLC.

$450,000, 5 Stephen Dr, Enman 
John D Est, and Enman, John D, to 
Mcdarko, Rex.

$420,000, 362 Thompson Rd, 
Magnant Ft, and Brown, Crystal M, 
to Stuczynski, John.

$287,500, 128 Thompson Rd, 
Karapanos Zora Est, and Karapanos, 
Paul, to Webster Five Cents Svgs B.

$287,500, 130 Thompson Rd, 
Karapanos, Paul, to Webster Five 
Cents Svgs B.

$110,000, 16-18 Thompson Rd, 
Cedar-Pc Annex LLC, to Osj Of  
Webster LLC.

Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY

Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs.......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................. 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday................................... 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday...................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday............................... 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday......................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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  Electric vehicle mandate at issue in local budgeting

DUDLEY CHURCH 
HOSTING 
BREAKFAST 
FOR TIFFANY
On Saturday, March 15, the First 
Congregational Church of Dudley 
(135 Center Rd., Dudley) will host 
a free continental breakfast and 
a tour and talk detailing the rich 
history  and artistry of the Tiffany 
windows.  The tour will be led by 
Educator and Church Tom
Boyd, Church Historian.   Doors 
open at 9:30 a.m., tour begins 
at 10 a.m.  “Tiffany windows 
are stained glass windows made 
with a variety of glass colors and 
textures, including iridescent, 
fractured, and blown glass. The 
windows are known for their jewel-
like complexity and shimmering, 
iridescent effect” (Google AI). The 
breakfast is the beginning  of a 
campaign to preserve these rich 
historic treasures.  The Church’s 
300th anniversary of its founding 
will be in 2032, and it is their hope 
that the windows will be resorted 
by this time. Courtesy



BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARL-
TON — A recent con-
troversy involving the 
Massachusetts Teachers 
Association (MTA) has 
led officials at the Dud-
ley-Charlton Regional 
School District to clarify 
its stance on the situation 
after a local town official 
brought the matter to 
the table during a recent 
school committee meet-
ing.

The MTA, which rep-
resents around 117,000 
educators across the 
Commonwealth, includ-
ing in the Dudley-Charl-
ton Regional School Dis-
trict, has come under 
fire over the last month 
for posting materials in 
a members-only section 
of  its Web site geared to-
wards helping educators 
discuss the conflict be-
tween Israel and Hamas. 
A link on the page con-
tained what some state 
officials considered po-
tentially offensive im-
ages and controversial 
material regarding the 
conflict. The content 
has sparked outcries of 
potential antisemitism, 
and caused David Singer 
of  Charlton to approach 
the school committee. 
Singer’s concerns were 
shared during the pub-
lic comment segment of 
the school committee’s 
March 5 meeting where 
he wanted the district’s 
assurance that local 
teachers were not utiliz-
ing the controversial ma-
terials recommended by 
the MTA. 

“The MTA got caught 
putting out pro-terrorist, 
antisemitic propaganda 
for the teachers to use 
as teaching materials 
to teach the teachers to 

teach the kids. They got 
caught, the backlash was 
swift, they had a public 
presser, they said they 
were going to take it 
down. The problem with 
this is the damage was al-
ready done. They put the 
propaganda out there. 
Once you’ve already put 
it out there and the teach-
ers have all seen the ma-
terials, you can’t just take 
it down,” said Singer.

D u d l e y - C h a r l t o n 
Superintendent Steve 
Lamarche put Singer’s 
worries at ease explain-
ing that the district was 
aware of  the situation 
and that while they are 
affiliated with the MTA, 
their teachers work in-
dependently and are not 
required to embrace the 
MTA’s recommendations.

“They use some of 
their resources, but Dud-
ley-Charlton has this 
unique thing where we’re 
independent and there 
isn’t this overinvestment 
in what MTA produces 
for them to try to incor-
porate for us within our 
district,” said Lamarche. 
“We’ve learned our les-
son over the past couple 
of  years, including my-
self  personally as the Su-
perintendent, that there 
are certain topics that are 
very important to this 
community, to Dudley 
and Charlton, and there 
are certain topics that 
we should not be address-
ing. I’m happy to say we 
weren’t impacted by that 
because we weren’t us-
ing those resources. That 
was not something that 
our association or our 
teachers or our educators 
brought into our schools 
and said, ‘we’ve got to do 
this.’”

Singer said he was 
pleased by the response 
but hoped that the dis-

trict would take a harder 
stance on the matter and 
provide an official state-
ment to the teachers that 
the district is “no place 
for hate.” Lamarche did 
not provide a clear an-
swer to how he would 
proceed with that request 
simply responding “un-
derstood.”

The MTA came under 
fire in February after con-
troversial images were 
displayed during a hear-
ing before the Special 
Commission on Combat-
ting Antisemitism. These 
images were reportedly 
not posted on the MTA 
Web site but rather acces-
sible through a link on 
the site’s members-only 
resource page. The mate-
rial was intended to help 
provide educators with 
resources to help discuss 
the ongoing war between 
Israel and Hamas with 
their students, a conflict 
that has gained interna-
tional attention and prov-
en to be one of  the most 
controversial wars of  its 
time sparking increased 
concerns and reports 
of  antisemitism against 
both Israelis and Pales-
tinians. The co-chairs of 
the committee showed 
concern about the con-
tent including its lack of 
diversity and its promo-
tion of  stereotypes.  

Although the MTA 
stated in a press release 
on Feb. 19 that they felt 
the hearing was used for 
“political grandstand-
ing” and that the resourc-
es were “manipulated” to 
make the union appear to 
promote antisemitism, 
they promised to remove 
the links from their Web 
site.

“The Massachusetts 
Teachers Association 
vigorously defends the 
right of  all students and 
teachers to feel supported 
and included in our class-
rooms and unequivocally 
condemns antisemitism 
and Islamophobia and 
all other forms of  hatred 
and discrimination,” the 
statement read. “We rec-
ognize that the conflict in 
the Middle East is com-
plex and nuanced with 
longstanding historical, 
political, economic and 
cultural roots. We strive 

to help our mem-
bers foster criti-
cal conversations 
and understand-
ing with each oth-
er and with their 
students as they 
wrestle with the 
ongoing conflicts 
in the Middle 
East.”

As of  this writ-
ing there were 
conflicting re-
ports among news 
agencies about if 
the material had, 
indeed, been re-
moved.

DCRSD avoiding controversial 
material promoted by MTA 
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Michael Jarominski
Certified Public Accountant

 (508)864-3542
jarominskicpa@spectrum.net

TAX PREPARATION

PROMOTION ENDS March 31st, 2025

$1888*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends March 31st, 2025

38

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Black Tavern program season begins
DUDLEY —  On Thursday, March 20 at 7 p.m., the  

Black Tavern Historical Society will begin 
its program season with “Amelia Earhart – Pioneer 

in Aviation,” a performance by returning actor Sheryl 
Faye. 

The Tavern is located at 138 Center Rd., Dudley. 
This program is free and open to all.  Light refresh-

ments will be offered.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 3/6/25 was $3.47 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

www.StonebridgePress.com

40 Schofield Ave., Dudley, 
508-949-8021
Join us for one of  our programs at 

the Pearle!   Do you want to be the first 
to know about events happening at the 
Library? Check out our event calendar 
at www.crawfordlibrary.org or sign up 
for our eNewsletter by calling 508-949-
8021.

Bay Path Regional Vocational High 
School Art Show

March 1 – March 31
Please join us during the month of  

March to celebrate the incredible art 
work created by Bay Path students. 

Gentle Yoga
Mondays in March
10:00-11:00 AM
Join our new yoga instructor Patricia, 

for a blend of  “on the mat”  yoga class 
with chair yoga modifications too. This 
truly is a one size fits all class. Bring your 
own mat. Wear layers, do not eat heavily 
1.5-2 hours before class. Registration is 
required to receive weather cancella-
tion notifications. 

Movies @ The Pearle!!
Tuesdays at 1:00
This month’s theme is: Books we love 

that were made into movies we love. The 
books are available for check out too!

March 18: A Walk to Remember
March 25: Brian’s Song
No registration required.

Celtic Celebration, Songs & Stories 
from Ireland, Scotland, and Wales

Thursday, March 13
6:00
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, Celtic 

Culture & the impending arrival of  
Spring. A lively participatory program 
by singer and storyteller DAVIS BATES.

Recommended for Ages 6 and up. 
Funded, in part, by a grant from the 
Dudley Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

Visit the Library on Pi Day Friday, 
March 14th and you will receive a free 
Table Talk Pie!

*Limited Supply 

“Cook the Book’ Book Club- Dinner In 
One by Melissa Clark

Monday, March 24
6:00-7:00 
“Cook The Book” Book Club will meet 

on the 4th Monday of  every month at 
6:00.

Pick one recipe from the book - Dinner 
In One by Melissa Clark. The dishes 
don’t have to be complicated or fancy, 
any recipe from the book is fair game, 
except alcoholic beverages-sorry!

Prepare the recipe at home and share 
it at the library. We cannot reheat or 
keep food warm, so consider this when 
choosing your recipe. You are responsi-
ble for bringing serving utensils. 

We will provide paper goods and uten-
sils for eating. Registration is required. 

Crawford Library Book Group 
Thursday, March 27 @ 6:00-7:30
Book: All the Colors of  the Dark by 

Chris Whitaker
Books are available at the circulation 

desk for checkout one month prior to 
discussion.

Everyone is welcome!  No registration 
required.

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday in March 
10:00-12:30 Fels Community Room

The game consists of  players compet-
ing to form distinct sets or pairs of  tiles, 
similar to gin rummy.

Everyone is welcome. 
No registration required.

Quilting Group
Wednesdays @ 1:30
Are you a quilter?  Would you like to 

learn how to be one? All skill levels are 
welcome to this informal group.  Bring 
your projects and join the fun! 

No registration required.
 
Knit & Crochet Group
Thursday 5:30-7:30 and Friday 10:00-

12:00
All stitchers are welcome for this 

informal group. Bring your project and 
enjoy the company!

No registration required.

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Thursdays, 6:00-7:30
Come play the world’s number one 

role playing game. This program is 
geared towards kids and teens that are 
looking to learn more about playing and 
some short adventures!

No registration required.

Local 4 Life- Amazing Animals!
Saturday, March 22
10:00-11:00 
“LESSONS AT THE LIBRARY”
Learn about the traits of  farm ani-

mals, the life cycles and needs of  these 
animals. Hands-on educational pro-
grams for families with children ages 
3-12 years old.

This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Dudley Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Registration is required.

Digital Comic Book Design Course 
with Tinker & Create

Thursday March 6,13 & 20
4:00-5:00
Tinker and Create will help your 

ideas and visions come to life by help-
ing you learn and use current comic 
book design technology!   You’ll learn 
about graphic design, creative writing, 
literary analysis, and characterization. 

Registration is required.
This is a 6-week series for 3rd - 8th 

graders (ages 8 to 14).   *Please note that 
you are signing up for all 6 weeks.

Storytimes at the Pearle
10:00-10:45
Tuesday-Pre-K Power (best for ages 

3-5)
Wednesday-Toddler Time (best for 

ages 0-3)
Friday-Open Baby Play (best for ages 

0-12 months-pre-walkers)
No registration required. Siblings 

always welcome!

Graphic Novel Book Club
Thursday, March 13 
6:00-6:45 
Each month we will meet to discuss 

the graphic novel of  the month. Copies 
of  the book will be located at the circu-
lation desk in the Children’s Room. Best 
for ages 8 and up. 

No registration required. This is not a 
drop off  program. 

Pokemon Club
Thursday, March 20
6:00-6:45
Join us for Pokemon Club! Each 

month we will have exciting crafts and 
activities! Best for ages 6 and up. No 
registration required. This is not a drop 
off  program. 

2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wednesday 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
	 Want to receive updates about 

our upcoming events? Sign up for email 
alerts by visiting our website or contact-
ing our Adult Services Librarian Jessica 
Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming
YOGA – Saturdays at 9:30 AM 
Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E. 

Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class 
for all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga 
translates to the “uniting of  movement 
with breath.” A typical class involves 
centering the mind with the breath, aro-
matherapy, movement of  the body to 
release energetic blockages, and, final-
ly, rest and relaxation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS: ESL 
Classes – TUESDAYS at 6:00PM

	 The Literacy Cafe is a free week-
ly English conversation class offered by 
Literacy Volunteers of  South Central 
Massachusetts (LVSCM). This class is 
free to attend and is open to all adults. No 
pre-registration is required.

REC Farmers Market – TUESDAYS 
4:00-5:30PM

	 Pop-up Farmers Market located 
in our Community Room. The REC is 
running the market and the accept SNAP, 
cash, and credit. 

LIBRARY FOR ALL: Chair Yoga – 
Friday, March 21st 10:00-11:00AM

	 Join Jess for a one hour Chair 
Yoga class as part of  our Library for All 
Program. Leave class feeling refreshed 
and calm. No experience necessary. This 
class is for teens and adults of  all abilities 
and their caregivers. Please call ahead if  
special accommodations or requirements 
are needed. We are happy to accommo-
date!

FRIENDS’ SPRING CONCERT 
SERIES: Claudia Schmidt and Jane 
Miller Thursday, March 13th 6:30-7:30PM

Claudia and Jane met by chance last 
summer at the Bull Run in Shirley MA. 
They have been getting together to build 
a repertoire incorporating standards, 
blues, some originals as well as a little 
spoken word here and there. Come and 
hear this fresh and delightful collabora-
tion!

ADULT PUZZLE NIGHT: Tuesday, 
March 18th 6:00-7:30PM

	 Join us in assembling our 3,000 
piece tiger puzzle. We’ll continue to make 
progress on it throughout the spring. 

TAKE GREAT PHOTOS WITH YOUR 
SMART PHONE: Thursday, March 20th 
6:00-8:00PM

This class is for those interested in 
producing high-quality images with 
their smartphone cameras. That means 
learning and understanding the camera 
controls as well as when and how to 
use them. Doing so will put the photog-
rapher in better control of  their cam-
era. And that will mean significantly 
improved photographs. Please note: this 
class doesn’t cover the taking of  selfies. 
Registration required.

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All Month Long 
	 What’s more exciting than a 

scavenger hunt? Come upstairs to the 
Children’s room to pick up a list of  things 
to find all around the library. Once you’ve 
completed the scavenger hunt, check in 
with the Children’s Librarian to redeem 
a prize.

TAKE AND MAKE CRAFT--- All month 
long

	 Take and Make craft kids are 
available for pick up upstairs in the 
Children’s Room. Each month will 
feature a different craft to create and 
instructions will be provided with the 
supplies. New Take and Make kits will be 
available for pick up on the 1st of  every 
month, while supplies last, and are limit-
ed to one per patron.

PLAY-DOH PLAYTIME – MONDAYS at 
10:00AM

	 Drop-in to our Children’s 
Program Room every Monday morning 
to play, make, and build with our collec-
tion of  colorful Play-Doh, sculpting tows, 
and various sets. This is a fun, sensory 
playtime to foster creativity and explo-
ration. Perfect for ages 2-6. Siblings are 
welcome.

MAKER MONDAYS – MONDAYS from 
3:30-4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have a variety 
of  craft materials available to put your 
creativity to the test! In February we’re 
doing Origami.   

TODDLER PLAYTIME--- TUESDAYS at 
10:00 AM 

	 Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get their 
wiggles out with weekly obstacle course 
and fun.

STUFFED ANIMAL STORYTIME – 
WEDNESDAYS at 10:00AM

Join Youth Services Librarian Andrew 
for stories, songs, and fun with our plush 
pals! This storytime is geared toward 
ages birth to 3, but siblings are welcome.

 
ME AND MY MINI – THURSDAYS at 
10:00AM

	 A creative movement group for 
ages 0 through 2.5. Get groovy to upbeat 
music with fun props and a story.

MESSY ART STORYTIME– FRIDAYS  
at 10:00AM

	 Come explore different art medi-
ums through stories and fun creations! 
This program is perfect for ages 2-5 and 
will have your little one creating messy 
art weekly. Please wear art-appropriate 
clothing.

KIM THE LEGO LADY – TUESDAY, 
March 18th.

Do you love building, creating, and hav-
ing fun with LEGO? Look no further! Our 
brand-new LEGO Club is launching, and 
we want YOU to be part of  the adventure. 
Join us for interactive building challeng-
es, new skills and create fabulous imagi-
native builds.

CLAY MONSTERS: THURSDAY, March 
20th at 5:00PM

Join us for a fun and creative program 
where you’ll bring your wildest monster 
ideas to life! Get your hands dirty and 
unleash your imagination as you create 
a unique creature to put on display at the 
library using air-dry clay. This program 
is perfect for ages 5-12.

SNOW MUCH FUN – SATURDAYS at 
11:30AM

	 We’ll be featuring several fun 
activities on Saturdays this winter. March 
22nd is Breakfast with Biscuit the Puppy, 
join us for a storytime, breakfast, and a 
Biscuit the Puppy meet and greet! March 
29th is Animal Adventures which is an 
interactive program with live animals. 

Pearle L. Crawford 
 Library

Gladys E. Kelly  
Public Library



Maeve Cahill elected to membership 
in Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — Maeve Cahill of  Auburn was recently elected to membership into The Honor 
Society of  Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most selective all-discipline collegiate honor society, 
at Sacred Heart University.

Cahill is among approximately 20,000 students, faculty, professional staff  and alumni to be initiated 
into Phi Kappa Phi each year. Membership is by invitation only and requires nomination and approval 
by a chapter. Only the top 10 percent of  seniors and 7.5 percent of  juniors are eligible for membership. 
Graduate students in the top 10 percent of  the number of  candidates for graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff  and alumni who have achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 under the leadership of  undergraduate student Marcus L. Urann 
who had a desire to create a different kind of  honor society: one that recognized 
excellence in all academic disciplines. Today, the Society has chapters on more than 
300 campuses in the United States, its territories and the Philippines. Its mission 
is to “cultivate a community that celebrates and advances the love of  learning.”

About Phi Kappa Phi
Founded in 1897, Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest and most selective collegiate 

honor society for all academic disciplines. Phi Kappa Phi inducts approximately 
20,000 students, faculty, professional staff  and alumni annually. The Society has 
chapters on more than 300 select colleges and universities in the United States, 
its territories and the Philippines. Membership is by invitation only to the top 10 
percent of  seniors and graduate students and 7.5 percent of  juniors. Faculty, profes-
sional staff  and alumni who have achieved scholarly distinction also qualify. The 
Society’s mission is to “cultivate a community that celebrates and advances the 
love of  learning.” For more information, visit www.PhiKappaPhi.org.

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— On Monday, March 3, 
the Quinebaug Mason-
ic Lodge had its regular 
monthly meeting.  In at-
tendance were a group 
of  men not seen in our 
lodge before. 

These Master Masons 
from different parts of 
the state came to our 
lodge for a fraternal 

visit. Come to find out 
these men were from 
the Rabonni Lodge of 
Westwood Mass. This 
Lodge is part of  the 6th 
Masonic District which 
covers the southwest of 
Boston area. These vis-
iting brethren were on 
a mission.  The Rabonni 
Lodge heard about our 
huge, beautiful Travel-
ing Regalia Gavel that 
the Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge had in their pos-
session and wanted to 
take this huge, beautiful 

Gavel back to their home 
lodge.

Other Masonic Lodg-
es from throughout the 
state may come to a reg-
ular monthly meeting 
to retrieve these Trav-
eling Regalia Gavels. 
This lodge heard about 
Quinebaug Lodge Trav-
eling Gavel adventures 
and wanted a piece of 
the action. To retrieve 
the gavel and return 
it to their lodge they 
must have a minimum 
of  three brothers which 

must include a Worship-
ful Master, an officer 
and a fellow brother. In 
return the lodge that it 
was taken from must go 
to one of  their month-
ly meetings to retrieve 
it back. This is one way 
how fellow Master Ma-
sons meet new brethren. 
If  you would like more 
information about Free-
masonry, go to 
www.massfree-
masonry.org and 
to find a lodge 
nearest you.
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PAW of the WEEK 
ZERO

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION**
Good with Kid & Dogs! 

Meet Zero!
1 yr/37 lb/Male/Lab/Collie Mix
Meet Zero!  He’s a 1 yr old, 
37lb,  male lab/collie mix pup!  Zero is a super fun and 
social dog who will make your heart go from 0 - 100!  
His amazing personality and adorable little mustache 
are sure to steal. your. heart! 

Apply for Zero at pawfectliferescue.org

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

j j j j j j

Tommy is very passionate and 
enjoys engaging in conversa-
tion with adults and children. He 
loves a good debate with a trust-
ed adult! Tommy loves techno 
music and Pokémon. He is also 
very active outdoors, riding his 
scooter around the neighborhood 
and helping his foster mother with 
gardening and yard work. He is a 
very entrepreneurial young man, 
and is creating a small business 
plan to mow his neighbors’ lawns. 
Tommy is very interested in golf. 
He is a wealth of knowledge when 
it comes to club styles and putting 

techniques. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177981306  
  

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care.

Thomas
Age 14

Registration # 8537

Courtesy

From left to right, members of the Rabonni Lodge of Westwood Mass brother Evan Weisenfeld, bro. Edward Alexander, bro. 
Michael Slyman, Master of Quinebaug Lodge Southbridge with top hat Bro. Will Proper, Master of Rabonni Lodge, Bro. William 
Ralph holding Quinebaug beautiful Gavel, Bro. Paul Williams holding Rabonni Lodge Gavel and Bro. Joel Reich the master 
mind of this Gavel Raid!

Gavel Raiders! Petroleum to 
Pollinators project 

envisions new 
downtown park

OXFORD — The Town of  Oxford is seeking feedback 
from residents on the design of  a new community park 
at the upcoming Pollinator Forum on Saturday, April 5, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Oxford Senior Center. 

Using nature based solutions, 3 Barton St., a former 
Fire Station and Public Works Garage, will be trans-
formed into a passive park funded by a Massachusetts 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Action 
Grant. According to Kevin Duffy, Oxford Director of  
Public Works, the goal of  MVP grants are to implement 
climate adaption strategies and actions to address cli-
mate change impacts. The site was completely covered 
with pavement and a building - surfaces that absorb 
and retain heat and restrict rainwater from infiltrat-
ing back into the ground. Converting this area into a 
green community space will help offset ‘heat island’ 
effect and improve stormwater management; two key 
approaches in preparing for climate change.

Numerous environmental, social, economic and 
health benefits to the community will also be realized 
by this Petroleum to Pollinators project. According to 
Judy Lochner, Oxford Conservation Agent, the project 
meets many of  the goals of  the Oxford Grow Native for 
Pollinators Campaign by promoting native plantings 
and pollinator habitat. The additional trees and plants 
will also improve air quality, reduce erosion and help 
protect existing infrastructure. The social and health 
benefits of  the park include the welcoming space for 
community members to gather and socialize, stay cool 
on hot summer days, relax and learn about nature in a 
safe environment. The park will provide seating areas 
benefiting local restaurants whose customers can take 
their meal and enjoy being outside. 

The design firm, Weston & Sampson, will present 
preliminary design options at the April 5th Pollinator 
Forum. Attendees will then have the opportunity to 
provide feedback to ensure community input in creat-
ing a usable space that meets the desires of  Oxford res-
idents as well as the goal of  adapting to climate change.  

In addition to the design presentation, the Grow 
Native for Pollinator Campaign Team will have numer-
ous interactive stations set up for both adults and chil-
dren to learn about native pollinators and the impor-
tance of  native plants. The new Oxford Seed Library 
display will be presented, native seeds will be given 
away and there will free pizza for attendees. Further 
information can be obtained by calling the Oxford 
Conservation Commission at 508-987-6044.

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!



6  •  Stonebridge Press  •  www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, March 14, 2025

Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Come and See!
Come and See!
What do we “come to see” when we go to Church 

every week? What are we looking for? Are we looking 
for anything special? Are we expecting to discover 
someone special?

Come and See!
This is an invitation, yet an invitation which 

demands a response. It’s not a passive request. We’re 
not invited to simply come and observe. We can’t 
come while being content with our life as it is. We’re 
invited to come and make a decision. We’re invited 
to come and take some action. We’re invited to come 
and seek, come and search, come and discover some-
thing new and amazing that will change our lives 
and change the world around us.

Come and See!
In the Gospel of  John, we see the Apostle Nathanael 

“come and see,” and he says: “Rabbi, You are the Son 
of  God! You are the King of  Israel!” Do we see and 
accept Jesus Christ as the Son of  God and the King, 
not only of  Israel but the King of  our lives? Do we see 
Him as truly the Lord and Master of  our lives?

Come and See!
Do we see and understand Jesus as “the lamb of  

God who takes away the sins of  the world.” The One 
who takes away our sins and shortcomings, the fail-
ures and mistakes in our lives and who offers us a 
new beginning, a new start to discover the abundant 
life He means for us to have?

Come and See isn’t simply an invitation to passively observe 
and intellectually accept some new reality – that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Messiah who has broken into history and 
changed the world. It is more than this. Philip and 
Nathanael, Andrew and Peter were invited to come 
and see, but then to come and begin a new journey of  
faith, to come and enter into a new relationship with 
God, to come and discover a new way of  life, to come 
and start a new journey of  never-ending change and 
transformation.

Come and see is an invitation, as the noted theolo-
gian Alexander Schmemann puts it, “for the trans-
formation, the deification, and the transfiguration 
of  human life.” So, this is quite the life-shattering, 
life-defining, life-altering invitation. It’s not a simple 
invitation that we can push to the side and ignore. 
We need to make a decision which will have serious 
consequences in our lives.

Yet, will we come and see, and then follow where 
this invitation leads?

In the Orthodox Church, we read this Gospel story 
specifically on the first Sunday of  our Great Lenten 
journey because Great Lent is supposed to be a sea-
son of  discovery and renewal, of  change and trans-
formation. Our increased spiritual disciplines of  
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are supposed to open 
up our hearts in new ways so that we can encoun-
ter the living Christ, so that we allow the Lord to 
transform and deify and transfigure our lives more 
and more into His likeness. We are on a journey of  

becoming like Him!
Come and See! 

To the Editor:
I enjoyed your Editorial in the Feb. 28 issue re: “Changing 

your mind about politics.” Well said. As I write this on the 
40th day of  Trump’s second time at the helm, I had been won-
dering if  anyone else was watching and wondering what was 
going on in our republic — we are still able to call it that, but 
who knows going forward?

The rapidity of  Trump’s actions, dismal as they are – nomi-
nation his support group with people that have no background 
in their positions while terminating those who do know the 
jobs because he only wants “yes” people behind him.

I am not denying that there are areas in our government’s 
finances that require or need some trimming, but wholesale 
slaughter of  departments and staff  is not the way to do it. For 
those that wish to look up Alfred Hugeberg (a Hitler support-
er) and Candies Goode-McCoy (claimed Covid-19 tax credits 
of  $100 million) for then and now comparisons.

As a veteran (USAF Captain, 1961-1967), I was appalled 

when Trump denigrated P.O.W. John McCain not because of  
his political views and actions, but “because he was captured, 
and I don’t like people who were captured.” Those words are 
an affront to every veteran who has served our country – but 
that is just our Commander in Chief  showing what he really 
feels.

Returning to your Editorial and the gentlemen that have 
responded for the last three weeks, thank you for your con-
tributions and be grateful for the opportunity to express 
yourselves in our magnificent country for now. The Resolute 
desk in the Oval Room may become kindling in the fireplace 
or steps leading to his throne. Remember at his second 
Presidential swearing in speech, when he said, “I was saved 
by God to make America great again…”

God save us all.
Ronald L. Kokernak, Sr.

Webster

To the Editor:

Mr. Christopher Robert (owner) and Nancie Zecco-
Dowgiewicz (Project Manager) would like to inform Webster 
residents about the reasons for terminating the Samuel Slater 
Theater project.

  Mr. Robert stated that discussions with the Town of  
Webster, and Richard LaFond Town Administrator, were con-
ducted very effectively and harmoniously, resulting in a proj-
ect outline that would benefit the town. Town Administrator 
Richard LaFond evaluated our proposal to determine the 
necessary procurement requirements under Massachusetts 
General Laws.

  Request for Proposals/Statement of  Interest was adver-
tised in the Central Register, consistent with the concept 
that was discussed. However, the town must seek proposals 
and cannot directly lease the space to a third party for such 
a project. 

  The Webster administration worked very cooperatively 
with us in allowing the Samuel Slater Theater project team, 
which included architects, engineers along with State Rep. 
Joseph McKenna and State Sen. Ryan Fattman to evaluate the 
building Auditorium as requested. 

  After the evaluation process, it was determined that the 
project would likely exceed the initial budget and be finan-
cially unfeasible. The parties worked well together to advance 
a project that met our interests and complied with all state 
and local requirements.

Mr. Robert and I extend our gratitude to the Town of  
Webster and Richard LaFord for their valuable input and 
enthusiasm regarding the vision of  this project.   

Nancy Zecco
Webster

To the Editor:
It is hard to imagine Donald Trump and his acolytes doing 

any more damage to this world than they already have in just 
six weeks.

After watching his fantasy address to Congress last week, 
you have to wonder what planet Trump and his oligar-
chy-prone Republican Party inhabit. A booming econo-
my?  That was the one he inherited from Joe Biden. Trump 
has rolled it downhill ever since, finally suspending his 
disastrous tariffs after the stock market crashed. And for all 
his abject pettiness blaming Joe Biden for the high price of  
eggs, Trump failed to mention that since he took over, those 
prices increased 50 percent. On Friday, eggs were selling for 
$10 a dozen in New York City. Unlike Trump, most sane people 
understand that the price of  eggs has risen not because of  
the person who happens to be warming the seat in the Oval 
Office, but because of  the growing complications of  bird 
flu, which has become even more difficult to control thanks 
to Trump’s chaotic cuts in health, agriculture and science 
programs.

Another bit of  phony theatrics: the United States has long 
been the world’s largest producer of  oil and gas, yet Trump 
somehow felt compelled to declare a national emergency on 
energy production. “Drill, baby drill” is a brainless solution 
to a problem that hasn’t existed for a very long time.

In one breath, Trump railed against the power of  unelected 
government bureaucrats. In the next, he applauded the phony 
achievements of  Elon Musk, his unelected billionaire bank-
roller. With Trump’s approval, Musk recklessly fired essen-
tial federal employees   - among them experts who monitor 
nuclear weapons - then, realizing his mistake, rehired them. 
He announced billions in fictitious savings from cancelled 
government contracts, even though many of  those contracts 
had expired years and decades before. (Of  course Musk found 
no waste in the $38 billion contracts that his companies hold 
with the federal government).  In some instances, he mistak-
enly added a few zeroes to contracts, claiming they were worth 
billions when they were actually worth only millions.  Then 
came the absurd charges of  paying Social Security benefits to 
thousands of  seniors who were supposedly several hundred 
years old. It fell to career Social Security administrators to 
explain that none of  that was true - just another pathetic lie 
to impress a gullible television audience and give Trump yet 
another phony excuse to cruelly cut benefits to people who 
really need them.

  Even Trump’s storied issue of  deporting undocumented 
aliens is all smoke and mirrors.   He was supposed to house 
30,000 “dangerous” aliens at Guantanamo Bay. He brought in 

178, only a third of  which, had charges against them, most 
of  them minor offenses. And the 1,000 troops he brought 
to Cuba to oversee them? They were all sent home after he 
decided maybe Guantanamo wasn’t such a good idea after 
all. Even at the southern border which has experienced 
huge declines in crossings since the last year of  the Biden 
Administration, Trump pointlessly reinforced federal troops 
there and reopened the facilities that basically imprisoned 
families during his first administration. 

  The mindless cruelty extends as well to sectors that you 
might expect Trump to respect. He fired 80,000 people in the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs, many of  whom were vet-
erans themselves, as were thousands of  other employees in 
agencies that give veterans preferential treatment for hiring. 
That includes 140,000 IRS employees who were fired from the 
agency responsible for collecting the money that funds the 
government.  Last week Musk listed for sale 443 federal build-
ings, including what very likely was the CIA Headquarters in 
Langley, Va., although his minions were too ignorant to real-
ize it. Then 18 hours later they removed the entire sale list.

And if  his domestic carnage isn’t enough, Trump goes on 
to lie about the war in Ukraine, abandoning every principle 
of  diplomatic unity,  betraying allies and siding with a mur-
derous Russian dictator. If  Vladimir Putin himself  were in 
charge of  American foreign policy, he could not devise better 
policies than Trump’s to bury Ukraine, undermine NATO 
and expose Europe to more Russian aggression. All of  which 
makes you also wonder what is really going on here. The New 
York Times Foreign Affairs Columnist Thomas Friedman 
quipped that he didn’t know if  Trump was a Russian agent, 
but he certainly plays one on TV.  

  The most insipid part of  Trump’s speech, however, may 
have been his focus on the 13-year-old boy who survived brain 
cancer and clings to an ambition to become a police officer. 
The boy’s glee was caught on camera as Trump waxed poetic 
about his many medical challenges and then made him an 
honorary Secret Service officer. But what Trump didn’t tell 
him was that his administration had eliminated the very 
cancer research programs that likely helped the boy survive. 
Now, thanks to Trump, these advancements would be denied 
to him and all other afflicted children if  they ever needed 
them again.

And with that, Vice President JD Vance and House Speaker 
Mike Johnson smiled smugly and applauded. 

God bless America…no…God help America.
Frank Magiera

Dudley

Appreciate the freedoms you have while you have them

Samuel Slater Theater project  
would have been financially unfeasible

Can Trump do any more damage?
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

This 
moment 

will never 
come 
again

It’s easy to rush through the day, to 
get caught up in schedules, responsi-
bilities, and the endless loop of  what’s 
next. But the moment you are in right 
now will never happen again. It will 
pass, just like all the ones before it, and 
once it’s gone, you don’t get it back.

We think we have time. But the 
truth is, life isn’t a dress rehearsal. 
This is it. The way you show up today, 
the way you treat people, the way you 
spend your time, it all matters, because 
every single second is a version of  life 
you’ll never live again.

Some moments seem small standing 
in line at the store, a conversation with 
a friend, a quiet drive home. But even 
that matters. Every interaction, every 
choice, every seemingly unremarkable 
moment adds up to the story of  your 
life. Are you making it a story you’ll be 
proud of ?

It’s not about perfection, it’s about 
presence. It’s about choosing to be 
where you are, instead of  always look-
ing ahead to where you think you 
should be. It’s about speaking up when 
something needs to be said, reaching 
out when someone needs you, and ap-
preciating the good that exists right 
now, even if  it’s not the moment you 
expected.

If  today were the last time you had 
this exact moment, how would you 
show up for it? Would you listen more? 
Laugh harder? Say the thing you’ve 
been holding back? Would you let the 
small stuff  go and focus on what actu-
ally matters?

The seconds are already slipping by. 
Make them count.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

By Fr. Luke 
A. Veronis

Saints 
Constantine 

and Helen 
Greek 

Orthodox 
Church, 
Webster

Beyond 
the 

Pews
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That first full day 
in the garden may find 
you tired, sunburned, 
and stiff. Whether you 
are a young or young-at-
heart gardener, include 
some strategies to help 
extend your enjoyment 
and reduce fatigue and 
muscle strain so you can 
keep gardening longer 
each day and for years to 
come.

No matter your age, 
it’s important to protect 
your joints when garden-
ing. Use a kneeler pad 
or knee pads to protect 
your knees. Knee pads 
secured to your legs al-
low you to conveniently 
and comfortably protect 
your knees as you move 
from one garden bed to 
another. 

If  you need help kneel-
ing, consider a garden 
kneeler with handles. 
The handles provide 
needed support when 
kneeling and standing 
up.  The ones that can be 
flipped over and used as 
a garden bench provide 
double the benefit. The 
seating position reduc-
es bending and helps 

minimize the need to 
kneel.

Elevating your 
garden can also help. 
It is a great way to 
save space and elimi-
nate the need to bend 
when planting, weed-
ing, and harvesting. 
Elevated gardens and 
raised beds also offer 
a place to garden where 
planting space is limited 
or nonexistent. You’ll en-
joy planting and harvest-
ing with minimal weed-
ing needed. Just be sure 
to monitor soil moisture 
and water as needed. Use 
self-watering containers, 
add irrigation or employ 
water-extending prod-
ucts to help lengthen the 
time between watering.

Further expand plant-
ing options by dressing 
up walls, fences, and 
more with vertical gar-
dens. Monitor soil mois-
ture in wall-mounted 
gardens regularly as 
many have limited soil 
that dries out quickly.  

Clean and sharpen 
your tools, including 
pruning equipment, dig-
ging and weeding tools.   

This allows you to make 
cuts more easily and dig 
into the soil and weed 
with less effort.

Consider investing 
in ergonomic tools de-
signed for comfort to 
help prolong your time 
in the garden. Select 
lightweight tools with 
non-slip comfortable 
grip handles aligned 
to keep your wrist ex-
tension straight, which 
helps reduce muscle 
strain. 

Use pruners with 
ratcheting, compound, 
or Dual Link action 
for more cutting power 
with less effort. You’ll 
be able to spend more 
time pruning with less 
muscle strain and fa-
tigue. Consider invest-
ing in shovels with an 
anti-skid plate above the 

blade, providing more 
foot support for more 
digging power. Or ret-
rofit an existing shovel 
with a commercially 
available anti-skid foot 
plate. 

Don’t overlook the 
importance of  protect-
ing your hands as well 
when gardening. Qual-

ity gardening gloves 
provide support and pro-
tection when digging, 
planting, pruning, and 
more. 

Start with some pre-
season training. Every 
gardener knows gar-
dening is a workout and 
often involves different 
motions and muscles 
than other exercises. 
Always warm up your 
muscles and do a bit of 
stretching before getting 
out in the garden.

Enlist the help of 
wheeled carts and wag-
ons to move plants, 
mulch, soil, and other 
heavy loads. Don’t be 
afraid to break heavy 
loads into smaller batch-
es or ask for help. You’ll 
spare your muscles and 
probably save time in the 

long run. 
Wear a pair of  safety 

glasses to protect your 
eyes and don’t forget 
the sunscreen. Take fre-
quent breaks and drink 
plenty of  water.

Preseason planning 
and preparation can 
help reduce muscle 
strain as the garden sea-
son begins. You’ll boost 
your enjoyment and be 
able to garden longer. 
 

Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-

ing Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, Revised Edi-
tion, and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” in-
stant video and DVD se-
ries and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio 
program. Myers is a 
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. My-
ers’ Web site is www.Me-
lindaMyers.com.

My dad was obsessed 
with the Battle of  the 
Alamo, which fell in the 
early morning hours of 
March 6, 1836—nearly 
189 years ago this week.

His passion for this 
pivotal moment in his-
tory shaped some of  my 
earliest memories. The 
first time I ever traveled 
on a plane was when he 
took me to San Antonio, 
Texas, just to see the Al-
amo.

He’d guide me 
through every historical 
marker, narrating the 
story with the enthusi-
asm of  a historian. After 
dinner, we’d walk back to 
the Alamo and just stand 
there, staring at its walls 
for hours. I was only six 
years old, and even then, 
I was intrigued—less 
because of  the battle it-
self  and more because 
of  how much it meant to 
him.

His obsession ran 

deep. He owned every 
book ever written on the 
Alamo, studied every ac-
count, and took us back 
to San Antonio many 
times over the years. And 
if  there was one night in 
that story that truly de-
fined his fascination, it 
was the final night—the 
moment when the walls 
were breached.

For 12 long days, a 
small band of  Texan 
rebels, including legend-
ary figures like James 
Bowie, William B. Tra-
vis, and Davy Crockett, 
had held off  the mas-
sive Mexican army led 
by General Santa Anna. 
Despite being vastly out-
numbered—fewer than 
200 men against thou-
sands—not a single de-
fender had fallen during 
the siege. But in the 
early hours of  March 6, 
under the cover of  dark-
ness, the Mexican forces 
launched their final as-
sault.

Wave after wave 
of  soldiers stormed 
the mission, scaling 
ladders, battering 
gates, and over-
whelming the de-
fenders with sheer 
numbers. In less than 
an hour, the Alamo was 
overrun. Every last Tex-
an fighter was killed, 
their sacrifice becoming 
the rallying cry of  the 
Texas Revolution.

“Remember the Ala-
mo!” became more than 
just words—it became 
the battle cry of  those 
who would go on to win 
Texas its independence. 
And for my dad and so 
many others, the Ala-
mo wasn’t just histo-
ry—it was a symbol of 
defiance, courage, and 
an unwavering stand 
against impossible odds.

I read one of  my fa-
ther’s old articles that he 
wrote about the Alamo 
and he said something in 
that article that struck a 

chord with me—
something that 
transcends the Al-
amo itself.

Reflecting on 
the Alamo de-

fenders, my father said, 
“Heroes are important. 
No human being today 
can hold up to the scru-
tiny we give them, but 
we need someone to em-
ulate.”

Having someone to 
admire and emulate is 
important, especially 
when that person ex-
cels at something we 
aspire to do ourselves. 
It’s natural to be drawn 
to greatness, to want to 
follow in the footsteps of 
those who have achieved 
something remarkable. 
But that admiration can 
sometimes turn into 
idolization, and that’s 
where things get compli-
cated.

I once idolized an 
Olympic swimmer. He 

was a powerhouse in the 
water, someone I want-
ed to be like. But after 
getting to know him, I 
realized that while I re-
spected his skill, I didn’t 
necessarily admire his 
personality. And that’s 
when it hit me—people 
are just people. Even 
those we put on pedes-
tals.

Great people, even 
those with strong moral 
convictions, have made 
mistakes. And when 
those mistakes come to 
light, they can shatter 
the illusion we’ve built 
in our minds. The ques-
tion isn’t whether our 
heroes are perfect—they 
never are—but whether 
we can still draw inspira-
tion from the best parts 
of  who they were while 
understanding that they, 
too, were human.

No one is perfect, and 
if  we expect our heroes 
to be, we set ourselves up 
for disappointment. The 

truth is that greatness 
and imperfection exist 
side by side. A person 
can make mistakes and 
still leave behind some-
thing worth admiring.

Maybe we’ve become 
too harsh on our heroes, 
or maybe we’ve been too 
unrealistic about what it 
means to have role mod-
els in the first place.

Admiration doesn’t 
require blind devotion; 
learning from someone’s 
greatness doesn’t mean 
ignoring their flaws. Be-
cause if  perfection is the 
requirement for being 
worthy of  admiration, 
we won’t have any he-
roes left at all.

Our heroes, past and 
present, aren’t meant to 
be untouchable figures. 
They’re reminders that 
even flawed people can 
do extraordinary things. 
And maybe, that means 
we can too.

Still searching for 
creative and tasty meat-
less meals to serve this 
season?  Read on for a 
second compilation of 
delicious dishes - sans 
the meat. 

And remember read-
ers, your hints will put 
you in the running for 
a fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the 
Publick House! 

**
A reader suggested 

this meatless favorite 
that is quick, easy, and 
a tried and true favorite 
during Lent.

 
An inexpensive reci-

pe for Lent is frozen pier-
ogis w/potato or cheese 
or fresh pierogis (some 
of  the churches make 
them) with sautéed on-
ions & mushrooms.

Jean Ciesluk
**
 
Mock Crabmeat and 

Artichoke Casserole 
Rich, filling and deli-
cious, this recipe, mak-
ing the rounds on the 
internet, is a five star 
favorite!

 
Ingredients: 8 ounc-

es uncooked small shell 
pasta; 2 tablespoons 

butter; 6 green onions, 
chopped; 2 tablespoons 
all-purpose flour; 1 cup 
half-and-half; 1 tea-
spoon dry mustard; ½ 
teaspoon ground red 
pepper; salt and black 
pepper; ½ cup shredded 
Swiss cheese, divided; 1 
(8 ounce) package imita-
tion crabmeat, chunks; 1 
(14 ounce) can artichoke 
hearts, drained and cut 
into bite-size pieces 

Directions: Preheat 
oven to 350. Cook pasta 
according to package 
directions; drain and 
set aside. Melt butter in 
large saucepan over me-
dium heat; add green on-
ions. Cook and stir about 
2 minutes. Add flour, 
cook and stir two min-
utes more. Gradually add 
half-and-half, whisking 
constantly until mixture 
begins to thicken. Whisk 
in mustard and red pep-
per; season to taste with 
salt and black pepper. 
Remove from heat and 

stir in 1/4 cup cheese 
until melted. Combine 
crabmeat, artichokes 
and pasta in a buttered 
two quart casserole. 
Add sauce mixture and 
stir until blended. Top 
with remaining 1/4 cup 
cheese. Bake about 40 

minutes or until hot, bub-
bly and lightly browned.  
***

 
Simple Soufflé 
This souffle uses canned 
soup as a shortcut, but it 
still tastes impressive

Note: If  you object to 
canned soups, you can 
make homemade con-
densed cream of  celery 
soup with celery, onion, 
flour, butter, vegetable 
stock, s & p. Recipes are 
easy to find online. 

 
Ingredients: One (10 

3/4 oz) can of  condensed 
Cream of  Celery Soup 
(or homemade); 1 cup 
sharp cheddar cheese, 
grated; 3 eggs, separated

 
Directions: Mix to-

gether soup and cheese 
in a saucepan and heat 
slowly until cheese 
melts, stirring occasion-
ally.  In a large bowl, 
beat egg yolks until 
thick and lemon col-

ored. Slowly stir soup 
mixture into beaten 
egg yolks.  In a separate 
bowl, and using clean 
beaters, beat egg whites 
until stiff  peaks form. 
Fold into soup mixture. 
Pour into ungreased 
two quart casserole. 
Bake at 300ºF. for about 
an hour or so until the 
soufflé is brown. Serve 
immediately. Makes 
four to five servings. 
 **

Classic Mini Clam 
Cakes

This classic mid-cen-
tury recipe can easily 
be doubled or tripled for 
hearty family servings: 

Ingredients: two eggs; 
one half  cup clam juice; 
one half  cup milk; dash 
pepper; one and one half 
cups flour; one quarter 
teaspoon salt; three tea-
spoon baking powder; 
one 6.5 ounce can minced 
clams or equal weight of 
fresh, chopped clams.  

Directions: Beat eggs. 
Add milk and clam juice. 
Sift flour, baking pow-
der, salt and pepper. Add 
the minced clams to the 
sifted flour and then add 
enough of  the liquid to 
make a thick, lumpy bat-
ter. Drop batter by table-
spoon into 375 degree oil. 

When one side is cooked, 
the cakes will roll over 
by themselves. Drain on 
brown paper and serve 
immediately with chow-
der. 

Baked version:  Drop 
by tablespoon on a 
parchment lined cookie 
sheet.  Cook at 425 de-
gree oven for about 20 
minutes until lightly 
and crispy – or try the 
air fryer with the same 
temperature (time till 
doneness will vary) 

**
Win a Three Course 

Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 

counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
 Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question re-
garding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.
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CHARLTON —  Bay 
Path Regional Vocational 
Technical School congrat-
ulates the following stu-
dents in grade 11 on being 
named to the honor roll 
for the second quarter of  
the 2024-2025 school year.

High Honors
Helena Rowan Adkins, 

Addison Emily Aho, 
Vincent Paul Bedard, 
David Betancur, Isabella 
Aria Bitar, Dominic 
Dewayne Boyd, Brianna 
Livia Brink, Liam 
Michael Carlson, Aiden 
Matthew Coleman, 
Emily Ann Corey, Jacob 
William Creeron, Jocelyn 
Elizabeth Evans, Jordan 
Mariah Ferreira, Jayla 
Marie Fowler, Aliyah 
Marie Gonyea, Luke 
Robert Heller, Natalie Rose 
Ingles, Joshua William 
Irons, Ayden Matthew 
Kennedy, Samuel Arjun 
Kittredge, Phoebe Alyson 
Lawendowski, Miranda 
Kate Linde, Cullen 
Gregory MacLeod, Ava 
Rose Mastrototaro, Felix 
Casey Menard, Alexis 
McGee Messina, Alexis 
Paige Moody, Mariah 

Lynn Pereira, Kayliegh 
Jean Ramm, Nathan 
Alexander Rouille 
Montoya, Jordan Joyce 
Russell, Luke William 
Smolski, Anne Turcotte, 
Esmerelda Velez, Haylee 
Marie Zurowski

Honors
Bayleigh Alexis Abdella, 

Adrianna Nataly Alicea, 
Jacob John Archambault, 
Violet Renee Aucella, 
Emma Theresa Baldyga, 
Rhianna Anne Balliet, 
Logan Amanda Barriere, 
Arianna Rose Belanger, 
Megan Lucy Bell, Emma 
Nicole Berry, Ryan 
Michael Berthiaume, 
Edward Stephen Blash, 
Aleah Claire Brink, 
Dominic Raymond 
Brodeur, Lucien Stephen 
Brodeur, Alissa Lynn 
Burlingame, Samuel Elia 
Ceppetelli, Lily Sabina 
Chartier, Nathan Louis 
Chenevert, Frederick 
James Cierpich, Ellie 
Rose Clark, Charles 
Michael Congdon, 
Hunter Matthew Coombs, 
Maxton Anthony 
Cournoyer, Valentina 
Ashley Culberson, Brody 

Lawrence Cunningham, 
Connor Anthony 
Czechowski, Joseph 
Michael Daige, Myiah 
Kiara DeLaRosa, Treyton 
Joseph Dery, Cody Daniel 
Dombroski, Savannah 
Jane Dubois, Christopher 
Michael Dufresne, 
Grace Elizabeth Dumas, 
Yandel Feliciano, Ethan 
Alexander Ford, Rylee 
Rose Fulmine, Riley 
Morgan Gilmore, Aiden 
Mark Giroux-Provencher, 
Anthony Mark Gonya, 
Molly Elizabeth Grant, 
Kylie Dorothy Greska, 
Liam Wayne Hesselton, 
Lillian Elaine Horneer, 
Grace Winifred Huehls, 
Hannah Jean Ingalls, 
Nicholas Edward Jalbert, 
Christian Michael 
Johnson, Zackery 
Collin Kelleher, Allison 
Hemenway Klar, Cassie 
Lee Kotomski, Marshall 
Thmas Lafond, Nia Mya 

Laforest, Joel Carlos 
Landor, Zachary Raymond 
Landry, Nicolas Sebastian 
Londono, Michael 
Anthony Lulu, Mia Marie 
Lussier, Lucas Scott 
Lyons, Philipos Anastasio 
Makrodimitras, Emily 
Jean McDonald, Avery 
Lynn McLaughlin, 
Sebastian Luke Moniz, 
Gianna Marie Morelli, 
Chase Patrick Newman, 
Liam Macrae Nicoll, 
Sebastian Alexander 
Nieuwenhoff, Connor 
James O’Brien, Matthew 
Thomas Obrycki, Kelsey 
Lynn Olson, Cole Henry 
Paradis, Maddox James 
Parente, Niti Nilesh 
Patel, Amari Audrey 
Pereira, Adam Jason 
Phaneuf, Jacob Paul 
Pratt, Grace Elizabeth 
Retallic, Taylor Lynn 
Richard, Sawyer Luke 
Schultz, Jaxon Russell 
Sitko, Alexander Charles 

Skladzien, Nathan Adam 
Steen, Gaige Charles 
Thompson, Josiah Felix 
Torres, Yandel Omar 
Torres, Thadaeus Boadi 
Tweneboa, Sebastian Paul 
Vargas, Natalie Helen 
Vigeant, Ava Quiyn Wall, 
Hunter Earl White, Trey 
Stephen Wilkin, Noah 
Williamson

Principal’s List
Sarah Rebecca Appiah 

Kubi, Alexander Tyr 
Audunsson, Victoria 
Rose Bachand, William 
Stephen Blash, Dimitri 
Anthony Burtt, Thomas 
Patrick Choquet, Abigail 
Taylor Dejong, Carla 
Janely Diaz, Max Andrew 
Domineck, Nathan 
Robert Dube, Matthew 
Aaron Falcigno, Leia 
Marie Foster, Anna Rosa 
Guay, Sadie Lynn Hawley, 
Joshua Liam Jeffers, 
Callie Mae Lambert, 

Jomar De Jesus Landor, 
Gabrielle Ruth Lapan, 
Michael Wayne Lapointe, 
Elyse Louise Laramie, 
Carlos Rafael Liriano, 
Alyssa Ivellisse Lopez, 
Matthew Jams Lopez, 
Mystic Leigh Marion, 
Madeline Beverly 
M c D o n a l d - T r i m b y, 
Brandon Raymond 
McGlone, Eli Mitchell, 
Kyle Joseph Mondor, 
David Antonio Morales, 
Tyson Joseph Moriarty, 
Jackson Ryan Mullins, 
Benjamin Francis Nocchi, 
Jeremiah Betsaleel 
Noel, Samuel Joseph 
Prefontaine, Leah Jane 
Raymond, Samantha 
Jeanne Reseigh, Brent 
Michael Robidoux, 
Kiarelis Ester Rodriguez, 
Vincent Timothy Rose, 
Wyatt Glenn Snay, Elias 
Manuel Vega, Ethan John 
Wall, Harrison Riley 
Wilson

AUBURN —  March is 
Women’s History Month, 
and a good time to high-
light women in Auburn’s 
history. Abby B. Shute 
was Auburn’s first long 
term librarian, and she 
helped to develop the free 
public library in Auburn. 

Abby was born May 4, 
1860, to Charles and Eliza 
Jane (Wellman) Shute. 
They lived on Malvern 
Street in Worcester, 
where her father was 
listed as a carpenter on 
the 1860 census. At that 
time Abby had a sister, 
Mary, a brother, Charles 
Jr. and a stepsister, 
Elizabeth, whose mother 
had passed away about 
1849. There was a broth-
er, Arthur, who died at 
two and William Augusta 
who came along later.

  Abby graduated from 
the State Normal School, 
which is now Worcester 
State University. Abby 
did one term of  teaching 
in 1879 at the #2 School in 
Auburn during the sum-
mer for 10 weeks when 
she was 19 yrs. old.  That 
was the only time, accord-
ing to the town reports, 
that she taught for the 
town. Then she taught 
in the Worcester school 
system for 20 years. She 

was hired as head librar-
ian in 1907 and retired 
in 1927. During that time 
Abby worked diligently 
to make the Auburn Free 
Public Library the best it 
could be even though it 
was only open two days 
a week. She adopted the 
Dewey Decimal System 
of  cataloging books and 
assisted with creating 
a branch at Stoneville 
School. In 1911, Leander 
Merriam donated the 
funds to have a sepa-
rate building erected for 
a library which would 
honor his parents and 
sister.  This is the build-
ing that Abby helped to 
set up and work until she 
retired.

There were many pro-
grams that were started 
by Abby that carried on 
long after she retired. 
Abbie developed lectures 
and welcomed other 
groups to hold meetings 
at the library, so it became 
a community gathering 
place. Reading programs 
for children were devel-
oped with certificates of  
achievement given out 
to those who exceed the 
expectations of  the state 
library association for 
summer reading. When 
there was concern about 

the First World War, the 
library was the place to 
get information especial-
ly about conservation of  
fuel, food and support for 
the military. Additionally, 
in March 1918 a book 
drive was held and over 
300 books were collect-
ed for the men overseas. 
In 1900 there were 1,435 
books in the town hall 
library, by the time Abby 
retired after 20 years, 
there were over 6,300 
volumes in the Merriam 
Library.

Outside of  the muse-
um, Abby was a staunch 
supporter of  her family. 
The 1910 census had her 
living with her 88-year-old 
father, who was still listed 
as a carpenter, and wid-
owed stepsister, Elizabeth 
Darling. By 1920 her dad 
had passed, but brother 
William was in the house-
hold. Between 1920 and 
1930 Abby moved to 23 
Pakachoag St., which 
was originally built by 
John Elder Between 1799-
1803 on land purchased 
from the Chapin family. 
In 1907 Abby was one of  
the charter members, 
along with her sisters, 
of  the General Ebenezer 
Learned Oxford Chapter 
National Society of  

the Daughters of  the 
American Revolution. 
She also belonged to the 
Auburn’s Women’ Club 
and the Bay Path Library 
Club. She attended the 
Auburn Congregational 
Church.   Abby passed 
away in May 1933 at the 
age of  72 after a long ill-
ness.  

Throughout her life 
Abby and her family 
were avid supporters of  
the Auburn Free Public 
Library with donations 
of  money and books. 
Abby set high standards 
for the library and with 
the help of  the Library 
Trustees during her 
tenure, tried to impress 
upon the town’s people 
the importance of  their 
library for the benefit of  
growth. 

Next month the his-
tory of  the library from 
1950 - 2000 (or present) 
will be featured. This 
article is made possible 
by the Auburn Historical 
Society & Museum, 41 
South Street. The muse-
um is open Tuesday and 
Saturday mornings 9:30-
12:30 and may be reached 
at auburnmuseum@veri-
zon.net or 508-832-6856.
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com
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MORE INFO:

History of the Auburn Town Library, Part 3
Abby B. Shute, first long tenured Librarian

Abby Shute

Juniors named to honor roll at Bay Path

5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-

MA.gov
Senior Center hours are Monday- 

Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with every 
first Thursday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Like the Webster Senior Center 
Facebook page to view our photo-
graphs, news and announcements. 
Please stop by to pick up our month-
ly newsletter for a complete list of  
activities, upcoming events, and our 
monthly lunch menu. You may also 
join our email list to view our news-
letter online. You do not have to be 
a resident of  Webster to participate 
in our activities and programs. ALL 
Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please 
call (508) 949-3845 at least two busi-
ness days in advance to reserve or 
cancel your meal. A $3.00 donation 
for 65 and up, and $5 for 55- 64 is 
appreciated. All meals include milk, 
bread, and fruit or dessert. This 
week’s menu:  Tuesday, 3/25, Beef  
with Peppers and Onions, Yukon 
Gold potatoes, carrots. Wednesday, 
3/26, Chicken Vegetable Stir Fry, 
steamed white rice, green beans. 
Thursday, 3/27, Swedish Meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, Scandinavian veg-
etables. Friday, 3/28, Soup du Jour, 
NY Pastrami, potato salad.   

Need Transportation? Contact 
SCM Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at 
least two business days in advance to 
schedule transportation. Elderbus 
is available Mondays- Fridays 8:30 
am- 3:00 pm.

FUEL ASSISTANCE has returned 
to the Senior Center. WCAC will be 
here every other Thursday from   
9:30 am- 2:30 pm. Please call WCAC 
for an appointment 508-754-1176.

Fraud Seminar- Webster Five 
Cents Savings Bank, and the 
Webster Police Department will 
be presenting a two-part seminar 
on recognizing scams and combat-
ting fraud in 2025 and beyond. Both 
parts will be held at the Webster 
Senior Center on Thursday, March 
20th and Thursday, March 27th from 
12:15PM- 1:00PM. No registration 
required. 

Come on down to the Bomba 
Beauty Salon at the Webster Senior 
Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an 
appointment. Bomba Beauty Salon 
is open for walk in appointments 
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 
pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays by appointment only from 
10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 
341-8724 to schedule an appoint-
ment. 

We are now offering MOVIE 
MATINEES every Wednesday at 
1:00 pm! Popcorn is provided. No 
registration needed. The movie for 
March 26th is Walk the Line, April 
2nd is 101 Year Old Man, April 9th is 
The Adam Project, April 16th is The 
Lost Girls, April 23rd is Annie, and 
April 30th is 6 Underground.

The first Thursday of  every 
month we will be open until 7:00pm 
for a night of  entertainment. Join 
us on Thursday, April 3rd at 4:30PM. 
Michele Thorne will be teaching you 
how to decoupage your own mason 
jar tissue holder. Registration is 
required, with a maximum of  20 
people, and a fee of  $6. Please sign 
up at the front desk during normal 
operating hours.

COA Meetings are the first 
Monday of  the month, and are open 
to the public. The Next meeting will 
be Monday, April 7th @ 10:00 am.

Friend’s Meetings are the second 
Wednesday of  the month, and are 
open to the public. The Next meet-
ing will be Wednesday, April 9th @ 
10:00 am.

Forget Me Not Café- Join us on 
March 28th at 1:00 PM for music by 
Bill Riedy, and light refreshments. 
Sponsored by the Friends of  the 
Senior Center

Chair Dancing Exercise classes 
with Forty Arroyo are the perfect 
workout for any fitness ability! 
The cost is a recommended $3.00 
donation per class. Classes are on 
Mondays, and Wednesdays at 9:30 
am. 

Knitting/Crochet group meets on 
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts 
promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to 
arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to 
buy your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets 
are not sold after 12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our 
weekly Cribbage group meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to 
join us!

Calling card players or interest-
ed persons to the Webster Senior 
Center! Come join us for six-card 
or thirteen-card pitch! Six-card 
pitch meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 
pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every 
Friday at 1:00 pm. Beginners wel-
come!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office House Numbering Program 
will create a custom wooden sign 
with your house number free of  
charge. One sign per senior house-
hold. Please contact the Webster 
Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. if  
you are interested in having a house 
number sign made for you. 

Senior SAFE is a program that 
supports fire and life safety educa-
tion for seniors. The Webster Fire 
Dept. will do a home visit to ensure 
that you have the correct smoke and 
CO2 alarms, and that they are work-
ing properly. This is at no cost to 
you! All you have to do is give them 
a call at (508) 949-3875.

We are partnering up with the 
Charlton and Southbridge Senior 
Centers and the Overlook to offer 
a Day in Maine with a Clambake 
on Sunday, July 20, 2025. This trip 
includes a stop for freshly baked 
breads at When Pigs Fly, and a 
visit to Nubble Lighthouse. Your 
bake includes New England clam 
chowder, freshly dug Maine clams, 
mussels, Maine lobster, corn on the 
cob, red bliss potatoes, and blue-
berry crumb cake with your choice 
of  coffee, iced tea, or lemonade. In 
place of  lobster, there is BBQ chick-
en, or a vegetarian option. After 
your clambake, if  time allows, you 
will stop at Stonewall Kitchen for 
jams and jellies, and Yummie’s 
candy store. The price for this trip 
is $109.00 per person and includes 
transportation, clambake, driver, 
and escort gratuities. There is a $25 
registration fee, and the last day to 
sign up is June 20, 2025. If  you have 
questions please contact Webster 
Senior Center 508-949-3845.

Webster Senior Center
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
3/14  Johnny Taylor

3/15  Tony and MaTT of lower level
3/16  dublin down •3/21  Chris breaulT

3/28  Joe MaCey

Get your comedy tickets for 
April 5th featuring Steve Sweeney! 

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day Sunday 3/16

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Spring into action 
and give me a call 

or check out my 
website

www.lisacaron.com.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

WEBSTER — 
According to the Web 
site  loyolapress.com, 
the word “Lent” comes 
from the Old English 
word “lencten,” meaning 
“springtime” or “length-
ening of  days.” Some 
scholars suggest that Lent 
may also be linked to the 
Latin “quadragesima,” 
meaning “fortieth,” in ref-
erence to the forty days of  
fasting and preparation 
leading up to Easter. Lent 
is a sacred time of  reflec-
tion, renewal, and growth 
in faith. Following Ash 
Wednesday Mass, Saint 
Joseph School students 
gathered for a special 
tradition: Burying the 
Alleluia.

Now in its second year, 
this tradition was led by 
Mrs. Susan Gallivan’s 
Fifth Grade students. 
They explained that 
during Lent, the Church 
refrains from speaking 
or singing “Alleluia” as 
a sign of  solemn prepa-
ration for Easter. Just as 
we set aside something 
precious for a time to 
better appreciate it later, 
the school symbolically 
buries the Alleluia. Saint 
Joseph School Principal 
Mrs. Beth Boudreau 
presented a handcraft-

ed wooden plaque with 
“Alleluia” painted in 
vibrant colors. 

After the reading of  
Psalm 112:1-7, a student 
leader proclaimed, “It’s 
time to say goodbye to 
our friend, the Alleluia, 
to let it rest for a while so 
that it will return to us at 
Easter full of  enthusiasm 
to remind us again who 
we are: loved children of  
God.” 

Another student recit-
ed a prayer: “Lord God, 
our creator, as we bury 
this sign of  heaven’s 
song, help us to turn our-
selves to living a good 
Lent. Help us to give up 
things that stand between 
us and your love and walk 
with Jesus on the road 
that leads us closer to you. 
We give up our Alleluia 
only for a while so that 
we may make more beau-
tiful music in our hearts 
and lives when we sing it 
again at Easter. Amen.”

The wooden Alleluia 
plaque was sealed in a 
protective bag and placed 
inside a handcrafted 
wooden crate. Each stu-
dent then took turns add-
ing a cup of  soil over the 
crate as a symbolic act of  

preparation. 

Concluding the cere-
mony, the Fifth-Grade 
students prayed, “Lord, 
we have given up for a 
time the song of  heaven 
so that we may prepare 
our hearts and minds to 
be ready for heaven. Help 
us, in Jesus, to die to self-
ish habits that keep us 
from you and to live more 
fully with your peace and 
joy. Please help us to be 
renewed in your Spirit as 
we live this Lent. Amen.”

The crate, marked with 
the word “Hope,” is dis-
played in the school’s 
main hallway through-
out Lent. At Easter, 
the Alleluia will be 
unearthed, lilies will be 
planted in the crate, and 
the plaque will be dis-
played once more. This 
tradition helps students 
understand the signifi-
cance of  Lent and Easter 
in a tangible way.

Saint Joseph School 
traditions: Burying the 
Alleluia during Lent

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School 
kindergarten student Julia 
Mazzone empties her cup of 
dirt over the wooden Alleluia 
plaque while other students 
wait for their opportunity 
to participate in the annual 
tradition. 
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

StonebridgePress.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Landscaping
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 

 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CONSTRUCTION

Septic Systems 
Design, Installation, and Repairs 

• Complete Outdoor Living
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Drainage Solutions
• Asphalt Paving

774-696-3246

DRYER VENT CLEANING

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

• CLOGGED DRYER VENT
• DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW

• MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
• REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

774-289-3581
amvdryerexhaust.com

gbmaintco.com 
Daniel Truax 

508-450-7472

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Residential/Commercial 
Roofing and Siding Specialist

Gutter installations

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Check Out Our
 Reviews Online

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

DUDLEY – Edward 
J. Grady died 
Wednesday, March 
5, 2025 in Hartford 
Hospital, Hartford, 
CT with his wife at 
his side after an 
extended illness. 
He leaves his loving 
wife of  43 years, Jane 

T. (Pierzchala) Grady; several neph-
ews and nieces; 3 cousins, twins Jean
Ricci and her husband Mike and Joan
Maillet and her husband Brian, and
Deb Gilbert and her husband Craig.
He was born and raised in Northampton, 
the son of  Austin and Margaret
(Corbett) Grady. He graduated from
Westfield State College and earned his
Master’s Degree from UMass Amherst.
Mr. Grady began his career as a sci-
ence teacher in the Northampton
School System. He worked as the
guidance counselor/school adjust-
ment counselor at the Oxford Middle

School for many years, retiring in 2002. 
He taught night classes of  “Powder 
Puff” mechanics in Oxford and owned 
and operated Ed’s Auto Service in 
Dudley. He also served as an auxiliary 
police officer for the Town of  Dudley. 
Ed was a devoted husband and 
enjoyed restoring and working 
on antique cars. He will be deep-
ly missed by those who knew him. 
The funeral will be held on Wednesday, 
March 12, from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf  
& Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School 
Street, Webster with a Mass at 11:00 AM 
in Saint Anthony of  Padua Church, 24 
Dudley Hill Road. Burial will be in Saint 
Joseph Garden of  Peace. Visitation will 
be held Tuesday, March 11 from 6:00 to 
8:00 PM and again Wednesday morning 
from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the funeral 
home, prior to the Mass. Donations 
in his name may be made to Saint 
Anthony of  Padua Church, 24 Dudley 
Hill Road, Dudley, MA 01571.

Edward J. Grady
DUDLEY- Yvonne C (Gadoury) 

Lubecki, age 75, of  Dudley passed on 
Saturday, March 8, 2025 

She is survived by her husband of  56 
years.Edward J Lubecki , two daugh-
ters: Theresa Lubecki and husband  
Scott Brodeur of  Dudley . Ann Miller 
and her husband Edward Miller Sr. 
of  North Adams. and one son: Edgar 
Lubecki and his wife Kerry Nawrocki 
Lubecki of  Oxford.

G r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Justin,Payton,Samantha, Edward Jr., 
Shawn, Amanda, Sebastiano.Matthew, 
Craigan  and Gavin , along with 
great grand children, nieces,nephews 
and cousins ; Sisters Louise (Noella) 
, Georgette(Dooley) . Brothers Edgar 
(Dean) and Gerald (Jerry).

 Predeceased by her brothers, Prosper 

(Jeeper) and Peter (Pete), and sister 
Florence (Tina)

She is the daughter of  the late Edgar  
Gadoury and the late Yvonne (Renauld) 
Gadoury She has lived in Dudley her 
entire life. She attended St. Louis High 
School and graduated in 1968.

She was a telephone operator before 
working at Guardian Glass. Yvonne was 
a devoted foster parent. She enjoyed 
taking walks with her husband and her 
dogs. To Yvonne family was everything 

Calling hours will be Monday  March 
17th  from 9 AM to 11 AM  at Bartel 
Funeral Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, 
Dudley .A graveside service will be held 
after calling hours  at Sacred Heart Of  
Jesus Cemetery, Old Worcester Rd.

Please visit www.bartelfuneralhome.
com for condolence book 

Yvonne C Lubecki, 75
Obituaries

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news



12  •  Stonebridge Press  •  www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, March 14, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  1 Westwood Drive, Auburn, 
MA 01501
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by William 
J. Richinick to Sovereign Bank, and 
now held by Santander Bank, N.A. 
f/k/a Sovereign Bank, N.A. f/k/a 
Sovereign Bank, said mortgage dated 
September 28, 2011 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
47972, Page 164, for breach of the 
conditions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction on April 17, 
2025 at 12:00 PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land in Auburn, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, being lot #3 
on plan of Westwood Acres, record-
ed in Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds, Plan Book 270, Plan 106, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the northwester-
ly corner of the lot herein described 
at land of owners unknown on the 
easterly side of Burnett Street;  
THENCE S. 2 degrees 18 minutes E. 
by said Burnett Street, eighty-nine and 
forty hundredths (89.40) feet to a point;  
THENCE by a curve to the left having 
a radius of 10 feet, connecting Burnett 
Street and Westwood Drive, fifteen 
and seventy-one hundredths (15.71) 
feet to a point on Westwood Drive;  
THENCE N. 87 degrees 42 min-
utes E. by Westwood Drive, nine-
ty-five (95) feet to lot #4 on said plan;  
THENCE N. 2 degrees 18 minutes W. 
by said lot #4, ninety-two and eighty-
one hundredths (92.81) feet to a point;  
THENCE N. 88 degrees 42 min-
utes 20 seconds W. by land of own-
ers unknown, one hundred five and 
twenty-one hundredths (105.21) 
feet to the point of BEGINNING.  
Being the same premises conveyed 
to the grantor by deed of J.E. Murray 
ET UX dated October 18, 1963 and 
recorded at Worcester district regis-
try of deeds, book 4414, page 1. 
Subject to restrictions, reservations, 
easements, covenants, oil, gas 
or mineral rights of record, if any. 
Being the same premises conveyed 
to William James Richinick from 
William J. Richinick by deed (subject 
to a life estate of William J. Richinick) 
dated 1//8//2003, and recorded on 
9//3//2003, at book 31498, page 
18, in the Worcester County, MA. 
A s s e s s o r s  P a r c e l 
Number: MAP: 3: BLK: 32 
ATI order Number: 201109210604 
Source of Title: Book 31498; Page: 18 
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated January 8, 2003 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
31498, Page 18.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above 
described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must be 
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2 n d  F l o o r 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Santander Bank, N.A. f/k/a 
Sovereign Bank, N.A. f/k/a Sovereign 
Bank
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
March 14, 2025
March 21, 2025
March 28, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

PROJECT: 311 Thompson Rd 
Lakeview Marine

LOCATION:	 311 Thompson Rd 
PROPONENT: Lakeview Marine
The undersigned is submitting an 
Environmental Notification Form 
(“ENF”), Expanded Environmental 
Notification Form (EENF) and 

Proposed Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) in pursuit of a Rollover 
EIR (REIR) to the Secretary of 
Energy & Environmental Affairs on 
or before April 11th, 2025.
This will initiate review of the 
above project pursuant to the 
Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act (“MEPA,” M.G.L. 
c. 30, ss. 61-62L). Copies of the 
ENF may be obtained from:  
Steven Riberdy, Goddard Consulting 
LLC, steven@goddardconsultingllc.
com, 508-393-3784
Electronic copies of the filings are 
also being sent to the Conservation 
Commission and Planning Board of 
Webster.
The Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs will publish 
notice of the ENF in the Environmental 
Monitor, receive public comments 
on the project, and then decide if 
an Environmental Impact Report is 
required. A site visit and/or remote 
consultation session on the project 
may also be scheduled. All persons 
wishing to comment on the project, 
or to be notified of a site visit and/or 
remote consultation session, should 
email MEPA@mass.gov or the MEPA 
analyst listed in the Environmental 
Monitor. Requests for language trans-
lation or other accommodations should 
be directed to the same email address. 
Mail correspondence should be direct-
ed to the Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs, 100 Cambridge 
St., Suite 900, Boston, Massachusetts 
02114, Attention: MEPA Office, refer-
encing the above project.
By Lakeview Marine
March 14, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 6 Wall Street, Webster, 
MA 01570
	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Michael Bhatty 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC, 
and now held by Guild Mortgage 
Company LLC, said mortgage dated 
June 15, 2022 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 67753, 
Page 241, said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC 
to Guild Mortgage Company LLC by 
assignment dated July 23, 2024 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 70831, Page 257; for breach 
of the conditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction on April 
10, 2025 at 10:00 AM Local Time 
upon the premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 
Closing Date: June 15, 2022 
Borrower(s): Michael Bhatty 
Property Address: 6 Wall 
Street, Webster, MA 01570 
A certain parcel of land with the 
buildings thereon, on the south side 
of Wall Street, in Webster, bound-
ed and described as follows: 
Beginning at an iron pin driven into 
the ground on the south line of the 
said Wall Street distant thirty-nine and 
one hundredth (39.01) feet east of the 
intersection of the south line of said 
Wall Street and the east line of Pearl 
Street so-called, and being the north-
west corner of land herein conveyed; 
Thence South 73° 30’ East by the 
southerly line of said Wall Street, 
a distance of forty-six and seven 
tenths (46.7) feet to an iron pin driv-
en into the ground at land of Olivia 
Courteau and Dorothy Courteau; 
Thence South 14° 42’ West by the 
land of said Courteaus, a distance 
of sixty seven and sixty-two (67.62) 
feet, to an iron pin driven into the 
ground at a point in a line parallel and 
thirty-three (33) feet distant from the 
base line of the former location of the 
Southbridge Branch of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co: 
Thence westerly along a curve tot 
he left and by a line parallel and 
thirty-three (33) feet distant from the 
former base line of said Railroad loca-
tion, a distance of sixty-one (61) feet, 
more or less. to an iron pin driven 
into the ground at land of Norrey 
Robert Hislop and Christina R. Hislop; 
Thence North 18° 30’ East by the land 
of said Hislops, a distance of one hun-
dred one and thirty-four hundredths 
(101.34) feet to the point of beginning. 
For title reference see deed recorded 
herewith.

	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated June 13, 2022 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
67753, Page 238.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the sale by the pur-
chaser.  The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s 
check within thirty (30) days after the 
date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company 
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
March 7, 2025
March 14, 2025
March 21, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 000585
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Ricardo Sanchez-Perez
And to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Dudley, numbered 11 Progress Avenue, 
given by Ricardo Sanchez-Perez to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Norwich Commercial Group, 
Inc. D/B/A Norcom Mortgage, dated 
February 12, 2021, and recorded at 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 64452, 
Page 169, and now held by the plain-
tiff by assignment, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before April 14, 2025 
or you may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on February 27, 
2025.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

March 14, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Levester L. Burrell to 
Mackinac Savings Bank, FSB, dated 
October 8, 2014 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 52901, 
Page 298, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on April 7, 2025, on 
the mortgaged premises located at 45 
Mill Street, Dudley, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Parcel I  
The land in said Dudley, at the junction 
of Mill Street and Pine Street, and 
described as follows: 
Beginning at a spike at the intersection 
of the northwesterly line of said Mill 
Street with the southwesterly line of 

said Pine Street: 
THENCE S 33 degrees West one 
hundred twenty-four (124) feet by the 
northwesterly line of said Mill Street to 
a stake at land of the grantors; 
THENCE Northwesterly at right angles 
to said Mill Street by land of the grant-
ors, a distance of one hundred twenty 
(120) feet to Lot #17  
THENCE Northeasterly one hundred 
twenty (121) feet, more or less, by land 
of the grantors and being Lot #17 to a 
pike on the southwesterly line of said 
Pine Street; 
THENCE Southeasterly one hundred 
twenty (120) feet by the southwesterly 
line of said Pine Street to the point of 
beginning.
Parcel II
The land on Pine Street, Dudley, 
Massachusetts as shown on Plan of 
Land in Dudley, Mass. Surveyed for 
Daniel Carmody, scale 1” = 40’, June 11, 
1974”, Robert F. Para, Land Surveyor, 
Southbridge, Mass. Recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds, 
Plan Book 400, Plan 46, further bound-
ed and described as follows: 
Beginning at an iron pipe on the south-
erly side of Pine Street at the north-
west corner of tract herein described, 
said pipe also being one hundred 
forty-nine and seventy-one hundredths 
(149.71) feet westerly of a Worcester 
County Highway bound at the end of 
a curve on the westerly side of Mill 
Street.  
THENCE South 58 degrees 01’ 45” 
East along the southerly side of Pine 
Street a distance of sixty (60) feet to 
an iron pipe; 
THENCE South 31 degrees 35’ 15” 
West along land of LaParde, a dis-
tance of one hundred twenty-four and 
eighty-one hundredths (124.81) feet; 
THENCE North 58 degrees 226’ 15” 
West along land of LaParde a distance 
of sixty (60) feet; 
THENCE North 31 degrees 35’ 15” 
East along land of Joseph Wysocki, 
a distance of one hundred twenty-five 
and twenty-one hundredths (125.21) 
feet to the iron pipe at the point of 
beginning.  
Together with a right of way twenty (20) 
feet in width, leading from Mill Street 
and running westerly for a distance of 
eighty (80) feet; the northerly six (6) 
feet being over land of Carmody and 
the southerly fourteen (14) feet being 
over land now or formerly of Hector 
and Mary LaPrade.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 52901, Page 295.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Ten Thousand  
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale. The balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale. Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
ITHINK FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION 
F/K/A IBM SOUTHEAST EMPLOYEES’ 
CREDIT UNION SUCCESSOR BY 
MERGER TO MACKINAC SAVINGS 
BANK, FSB
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26235
March 14, 2025
March 21, 2025
March 28, 2025

LEGALS
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tractual obligations in the 
process.

“Your commitment to 
ensuring that our stu-
dents and educators have 
the resources they need to 
succeed has been instru-
mental in shaping this 
year’s budget that reflects 
our shared priorities. 
With your deep under-
standing of  the challeng-
es before us, we have 
developed a balanced bud-

get that maintains fiscal 
responsibility with our 
efforts to provide high 
quality education for all 
of  our students,” said 
Lamarche. “This year, 
the budget represents not 
just an investment in our 
schools, but in the future 
of  our community. The 
partnership between our 
district, local officials, 
and the school commit-
tee had been invaluable. 
Together we are making 
strategic decision that 
will support student 

achievement, enhance 
educational programs, 
and maintain the finan-
cial stability of  our dis-
trict.”

The budget as approved 
on March 5 shows an 
increase of  $1.6 million 
for Charlton and $316,394 
for Dudley over the cur-
rent fiscal year. The plan 
assumes the continuation 
of  minimum Chapter 70 
funds and that Excess & 
Deficiency, and School 
Choice and Charter 
Assessments remain 
stable and level funding 
for supplies and technol-
ogy. Reimbursements 
remained in question as 
of  the March 5 meeting.

The budgets will now 
be sent to the towns to 
be incorporated into their 
individual spending plans 
as Dudley and Charlton 
enter their respective 
budget debates. The 
school assessments will 
be addressed along with 
the town budgets at each 
town’s annual town meet-
ing which, for the second 

consecutive year, will be 
held on the same night, 
May 19. A copy of  the 

approved budget proposal 
has been made available 
as part of  the March 5 

School Committee meet-
ing agenda on the dis-
trict’s Web site.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P0671EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Richard M. Reddick
Date of Death: 01/12/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy Appointment of Personal 
Representative  has been filed by 
Brandi A. Reddick of Dudley MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Brandi A. Reddick of Dudley MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/01/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 27, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P0475EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Louis Robert Guenther, Jr.
Date of Death: 01/21/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 
Lu Ellen Guenther-Smith of Stur-
bridge MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Lu Ellen Guenther-Smith of Stur-
bridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/01/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 27, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 14, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Thomas R. Millett Jr 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Nominee for 
America`s Wholesale Lender dated 
October 30, 2003, recorded at the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 32113, Page 
88; said mortgage was then assigned 
to The Bank of New York Mellon FKA 
The Bank of New York as Trustee for 
the Benefit of the Certificateholders 
of the CWABS Inc., Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2004-1 by virtue of 
an assignment dated September 20, 
2011, and recorded in Book 47920, 
Page 375; of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder for 
breach of conditions of said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at PUBLIC AUCTION 
at 09:00 AM on April 3, 2025, on 
the mortgaged premises. This prop-
erty has the address of 13 Goddard 
Street, Webster, MA 01570. The entire 
mortgaged premises, all and singular, 
the premises as described in said 
mortgage:
The land with the buildings thereon sit-
uated near Goddard Street in Webster, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, for-
merly called Oak Street, bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin at the north-
east corner of the premises at intersec-
tion of land of one Maciej Szczpeniak, 
Helen M. Joslin and Itha Vinoelette 
now or formerly;
THENCE: Northwesterly eighty-three 
feet and three inches by and to land 
of said Vinoelette now or formerly of a 
drill hole in a rock;
THENCE: Southwesterly by land of 
Vinoelette sixty feet to drill hole in 
a rock at land now or formerly of 
Johanna R McGlynn;
THENCE: Southeasterly by land of 
said McGlynn eighty-one feet to an 
iron pin at the southwest corner of the 
said land of Helen M. Joslin and at the 
southeast corner of the premises;
THENCE: Northeasterly by land of the 
said Helen M. Joslin sixty feet to the 
point of beginning.
The distances herein given are approx-
imate only.
Also a certain tract of parcel of land sit-
uated on the westerly side of Goddard 
Street, formerly called Oak Street in 
said Webster, bounded and described 
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin at the north-
east corner of the premises on said 
Goddard Street, formerly called Oak 

Street, at land now or formerly of Jaciej 
Szczpeniak;
THENCE: Northwesterly by land of 
said Szczpeniak one hundred feet to 
an iron pin at land now or formerly of A. 
Waldo and Antoinette L. Joslin;
THENCE: Southwesterly by land of 
said Joslins’ sixty feet to an iron pin at 
the southwest corner of the premises 
and at land of said McGlynn;
THENCE: Southeasterly by land of 
said McGlynn one hundred feet to an 
iron pin at said Goddard Street;
THENCE: by said Goddard Street 
northeasterly sixty feet to the point of 
beginning.
The distances herein are approximate 
only.
For title reference see Deed dated 
December 4, 2001 and recorded Book 
25421, Page 367
Subject to and with the benefit of ease-
ments, reservation, restrictions, and 
taking of record, if any, insofar as the 
same are now in force and applicable. 
In the event of any typographical error 
set forth herein in the legal description 
of the premises, the description as set 
forth and contained in the mortgage 
shall control by reference. Together 
with all the improvements now or here-
after erected on the property and all 
easements, rights, appurtenances, 
rents, royalties, mineral, oil and gas 
rights and profits, water rights and 
stock and all fixtures now or hereafter 
a part of the property. All replacements
and additions shall also be covered by 
this sale.
Terms of Sale: Said premises will be 
sold subject to any and all unpaid taxes 
and assessments, tax sales, tax titles 
and other municipal liens and water 
or sewer liens and State or County 
transfer fees, if any there are, and TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00) 
in cashier’s or certified check will be 
required to be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of the sale as a 
deposit and the balance in cashier’s or 
certified check will be due in thirty (30) 
days, at the offices of Doonan, Graves 
& Longoria, LLC (“DG&L”), time being 
of the essence. Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale.
Dated: February 19, 2025 The Bank 
of New York Mellon FKA The Bank of 
New York as Trustee for the Benefit of 
the Certificateholders of the CWABS 
Inc., Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 
2004-1 By its Attorney DOONAN, 
GRAVES & LONGORIA, LLC, 100 
Cummings Center, Suite 303C,
Beverly, MA 01915 (978) 921-2670 
www.dgandl.com 57780 (MILLETT JR)
March 14, 2025
March 21, 2025
March 28, 2025

LEGALS

ed costs atop that. Furthermore, the state’s Student 
Opportunity Act also requires districts to annually 
increase spending while providing aid for seven years.

McKenna said Oxford has seen years of  shifting 
from state aid to local taxes. In 2008, she said, the bud-
get was about 51 percent local tax levy, 42 percent state 
aid and 7 percent local receipts. This year, it’s 62.5 per-
cent levy, 31.3 percent aid, and 7 percent local receipts 
– for a much higher budget.

She said towns in general are “very limited effec-
tively by the constraints of  (Proposition) 2 ½,” which 
“isn’t working well for most of  our communities.” 
They have often come to rely on grants instead, and 
“maybe its just a broken system” all the way to the 
federal level, she added.

Historically, she added, the budgeting process circa 
2016 “wasn’t fair to the schools,” but since then (except 
during Covid), the district has gotten an average of  
$515,000 extra every year. Last year, there was a fight 
over it at Town Meeting, with the schools seeking and 
getting a budget hike of  $1.2 million from stabilization 
to cover the fact the town wasn’t giving them that 
amount which came in from the state’s Chapter 70 
increase. McKenna said the town won’t penalize the 
district for winning that vote, but it did come from one-
time money, and it’s made this year’s starting point for 
budgeting “artificially higher.”

When they got their chance to speak, both student 
representatives noted the cuts would hit students hard. 
One said athletics and activities help build student 
college resumes that can offset not doing that well on 
standardized tests; the other said the cuts would save 
money now, but cost the kids a lot more in college costs 
if  they lose scholarship access.

“The only possible way the student population isn’t 
drastically affected is to have an override,” one said.

The committee will have its formal budget hearing 
on March 17, and probably vote on whether to seek an 
override then. The proposed budget is on the district 
Web site.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

OXFORD
continued from page  A1

DCRSD
continued from page  A1

Courtesy

The proposed FY 2026 Dudley-Charlton Regional School District budget as presented and 
approved on March 5.

held to celebrate the exceptional achievements 
of  these students.  Sophia MacKenzie, ASA chap-
ter president, presided over the ceremony and 
current All Saints Academy  NJHS  members 
read the description of  each pillar and lit the 
pillar’s candle.   The candidates for  NJHS  were 
called up to light their candle from the Candle 
of  Knowledge.   The candidates then recited 
the  NJHS  pledge and received their  NJHS  pin 
and certificate.   The ceremony concluded with 
congratulatory and encouraging remarks from 
Joan Matys, ASA Head of  School, and a bless-
ing from Fr. Lucas LaRoche, Administrator of  
Sacred Heart of  Jesus parish.

As members of  the ASA  National Junior 
Honor Society, these students will join the cur-
rent members to participate in personal and 
ASA service projects while being role models 
and positive influence to the students of  ASA.

Congratulations to the newest members of  the 
All Saints Academy chapter of  the National Ju
nior  Honor  Society —  Logan Andreotta, Olivia 
Brooks, Lydia Burke, Sydney Caissie-Desautels, 
Raegan Duquette, Kassidy Hamm, Quinn 
Meehan, Lucy Messenger, Gianna Monticelli, 
and Charlotte Wentworth.  

ALL SAINTS
continued from page  A1

spending plan.
“I will not recommend any 

cuts in FY25 or FY26 or pro-
pose cuts to any operational 
budgets to pay for remedi-
ation. The finance commit-
tee and Board of  Selectmen 
build and approve budgets. 
The finance committee in 
turn recommends those bud-
gets to the Town Meeting. 
Contrary to the recommen-
dations of  my office, Town 
Counsel, the finance com-
mittee and the Board of  
Selectmen, Town Meeting 
has failed to approve the pro-
posed remediation funding 
twice. Unfortunately, voting 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ against a plan 
without replacing it with 
an alternative plan leaves 
the town in a very disad-
vantaged situation. This is 
the nature of  our form of  
government and will be con-
sidered as we proceed with 

our legal discussions for the 
next steps. The residents of  
Eagle Drive shouldn’t be for-
gotten in all of  this,” said 
Ruda.

The Town Administrator 
argued that borrowing the 
money would have protected 
the town’s financial stability 
while doing right but the cit-
izens of  Eagle Drive in the 
interest of  public health and 
meeting their obligations in 
regard to PFAS. While for 
now the loss of  the LSP has 
been the only consequence, 
Ruda feels there are more 
challenges on the horizon 
as the town faces potential 
repercussions from the state 
and tries to do right by its 
citizens still impacted by 
PFAS.

“Failing to pay for the 
costs has created a legal 
risk and failing to remediate 
poses a health risk to the res-
idents of  the neighborhood,” 
he concluded.

DUDLEY
continued from page  A1



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – With higher 
winds and more unpredict-
able weather, we’ve been see-
ing more power outages in re-
cent years. Sometimes they’re 
brief, sometimes they last 
days.

Of  course, the latter is a 
problem when you have food 
in the fridge. 

But if  it’s dehydrated, it’s 
“shelf  stable,” local farmer 
Lanette Lepper told a small 
group at Dudley library last 
weekend. “If  the power goes 
out, it doesn’t matter.”

Lepper, of  the Dudley Ag-
ricultural Commission and 

Grange, has been dehydrating 
food “probably 15 years,” since 
before she even started grow-
ing her own food. 

But human beings have 
been doing it, in one form or 
another, for at least 1000 times 
that long.

She notes “everyone’s go-
ing to have different reasons 
for doing it.” Among them 
are “you’re overrun with zuc-
chinis” in summer and don’t 
want to buy in winter, or you 
want to send loved ones their 
favorite recipe, or you want 
lightweight and space-saving 
food for camping, or you have 
stuff  that’s stale or just about 
to go bad and don’t want to 
waste it. The list is pretty long.

While there 
are many food 
preservation 
methods, most 
require more 
work than 
dehydration. 
Take canning, 
for example – 
that requires 

boiling in a large pot and be-
ing very careful to make sure 
the cans seal to avoid botu-
lism. Dehydration doesn’t 
have that risk, although if  you 
don’t make sure its truly dry, 
you might see it mold in stor-
age. (That said, though, Lep-
per notes “Some things just 
need to be canned.”)

One commonly canned 
thing – tomato sauce – is also 
ideal for dehydrating. Lepper 
showed her audience it in two 
forms – a jar of  powder and a 
crinkly sheet that looked like 
a fruit rollup (which it essen-
tially was). Both of  them will 
reconstitute into sauce by sim-
ply adding water, and you can 

do the same thing with apple 
sauce and many other things.

She said dehydrating pro-
vides a lot of  “DIY conve-
nience,” giving her a lot of 
ingredients to throw in soup, 
often with more nutrients 
than stuff  that’s “fresh” at 
the supermarket (especially 
in winter). Beyond that, it’s 
preparation for the unex-
pected; “It’s good way to have 
things on hand when you don’t 
know if  you can get them,” 
Lepper said.

“Almost anything” can be 
dehydrated, “but there are 
a few things I don’t recom-
mend,” she said. One of  the 
latter is meat – very lean meat 
is OK, but fats will spoil (true 
also of  fatty plant products 
like avocadoes; she urged just 
freezing them). 

Historically, meats and 
fish were typically cured with 
salt and/or various spices 
and dried either in the sun 
or smoked in a dry, hot place. 
According to the online es-

say “Historical Methods 
of  Food Preservation” by 
Brian Nummer, “Evidence 
shows that Middle East 
and oriental cultures ac-
tively dried foods as early 
as 12,000 B.C. in the hot 
sun.” (Chances are it was 
actually far older than 
that.) He also notes, “In 
the Middle Ages purpose-
ly built ‘still houses’ were 
created to dry fruits, veg-
etables and herbs in areas 
that did not have enough 
strong sunlight for drying. 
A fire was used to create 
the heat needed to dry 
foods and in some cases 
smoking them as well.”

His essay is at https://
nchfp.uga.edu/resourc-
es/entry/historical-ori-
gins-of-food-preservation. 
Lepper noted there are 
many online resources for 
curing meat, something 
she doesn’t do.

Lepper said she typical-
ly starts by chopping, slic-
ing or shredding the fruit 
or vegetables, and frozen 
veggies will dehydrate 
quite well. Apples and 
pears are “easy-peasy,” – 
and apples are one of  her 
family’s favorites; “They 
hardly ever make it to a 
storage bag, they’re so 
good.” Also easy are peas, 
tomatoes, peaches, straw-
berries, nectarines and 
cherries. Some, like cher-
ries and cherry tomatoes, 

need to be cut in half  first, 
with the cut side up to retain 
the nutrients; full size toma-
toes get sliced (as do most oth-
ers). 

Lepper is not fond of  de-
hydrated blueberries; she’ll 
freeze them instead, and notes 
you can’t get banana chips 
from dehydrating because 
they’re actually fried in oil. 
Carrots, celery, broccoli and 
many other things dehydrate 
easily, but onions, hot peppers, 
and garlic will “stink up your 
house,” so she recommends 
doing them outdoors.

She also noted potatoes “are 
one of  the types of  vegetables 
you have to blanch before de-
hydrating” or they’ll turn 
black. They’re still edible, but 
not very appealing; blanching 
is simply boiling them for a 
few minutes before slicing 
them. She recommends run-
ning them under cool water 
before sticking them in the de-
hydrator.

Most herbs don’t need a de-
hydrator; just hang them in a 
dry, dark place. But you need 
to harvest them before they 
go to flower to collect the most 
essential oils and nutrients. If 
doing them in a dehydrator, 
they need a temperature of  95 
degrees “so it doesn’t ruin the 
essential oils,” she said. 

Other things need the fol-
lowing: vegetables, 125 de-
grees, fruit, 135 degrees, and 
160 degrees for meat jerky 
(because it has to cook, too). 
Some ovens can get that low, 
but most can’t. Most dehydra-
tors have thermostats, but she 
notes they’re “helpful but not 
necessary.” Timers are useful, 
but also unnecessary; the key 
is simply to check on the dry-
ing process occasionally. 

“If  you have any doubt, 
leave it in an extra hour or 
two, but don’t leave it in over-
night,” she added. Things are 
dry if  they pass the “snap, 
crackle, pop” test – they break 
easily when folded, for exam-
ple.

One useful tool is a porta-
ble vacuum-sealer for cans; 
they’re available online and 
in some stores. You can reuse 
cans of  various kinds (with 
or without vacuum seals) for 
storage, unlike in canning.

Lepper said a basic startup 
costs $50-$60, her dehydrator 
cost about $300, and commer-
cial varieties can cost thou-
sands.

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

 Dehydrating gives “DIY convenience”

Lanette Lepper and Maureen Doyle look over one version of a dehydrator.

Gus Steeves 

Lanette Lepper holds up one of her sample jars, with several others in the background.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

774-200-7308

The Spencer Housing Authority has an opening
 for a Full-Time Administrative Assistant 

 The Spencer Housing Authority is seeking a qualified full-time Administrative Assistant 
to assist with a variety of tasks including, but not limited to, processing applications, main-
taining waitlists, calculating rent determinations, and general reception duties including 
answering phones, entering work orders, filing and assisting the public. This is a full time 
(40 hours) benefited position. Retirement is through the Worcester County Retirement 
Office. Successful candidates must have excellent written and verbal communication skills 
and be proficient in computer skills. Working knowledge of EOHLC, CHAMP, or PHA-Net 
software. The selected applicant must be able to pass a criminal background check (CORI). 
The full job description can be found on the SHA website. Pay: $20.00 per hour 
Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to: 

Spencer Housing Authority 13 McDonald Street Spencer, MA 01562 
Attn: Kimberly Hurlbrink 

You may also email cover letter and resumes to Kimberly Hurlbrink: kim.hurlbrink@
spencerhousing.org 

Resumes will be accepted until 2:00PM on March 21, 2025 
Spencer Housing Authority is an equal Opportunity Employer.

Thank 
You 

St. Jude 
for 

answered 
prayers

D.W.M.E

HELP WANTED
The Resident Care 
Facility at Saint 
Joseph’s Abbey,  
167 North Spencer 
Road, Spencer, MA., has an opening
 for a part time facility cook.
Hourly wage negotiable depending on expe-
rience and related skills
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to understand written 
policies and procedures. Must be able to 
work unsupervised while
following food safety protocols.
For more information and to apply, contact 

Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager at
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550

 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

Local students named to  
Holy Cross Dean’s List

WORCESTER — More than 1,700 students were named to 
the College of  the Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding 
academic achievement during the Fall semester of  the 2024-
25 academic year. The following local students made the list:

Lily-Ann C’Miel of  Auburn, class of  
Nora Foley of  Auburn, class of  2027
Claudia Oliver of  Auburn, class of  2025
Sabrina Tang of  Auburn, class of  2025
Caroline Villa of  Auburn, class of  2027
Maxine Adu-Boahen Jones of  Webster, class of  2027
Samual Lavallee of  Oxford, class of  2026
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must pass four or 

more letter-graded courses with no failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA of  3.5 or higher.

About Holy Cross
The College of  the Holy Cross, in Worcester is among the 

nation’s leading liberal arts institutions. A highly selec-
tive, four-year, exclusively undergraduate college of  3,100 
students, Holy Cross is renowned for offering a rigorous, 
personalized education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. 
Since its founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a positive 
impact in society by graduating students who distinguish 
themselves as thoughtful leaders in business, professional 
and civic life.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

CENTURY 21!  
A NAME AROUND FOR 
OVER HALF A CENTURY

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call for a FREE Market Analysis

WANTED - LAND! LAND! LAND!
If you are thinking of selling

this is the Spring Market!
Looking for lots located in 
Dudley- Charlton - Oxford

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

HOPEDALE- Better than a Condo

CHARLTON - NEW CONSTRUCTION - 6 ACRES

OXFORD - 
3 Units on 2.2 Acres

* 1 
Bedroom
* Open 

Floor Plan
*Hardwood 

Floors
* Enclosed 

Porch

*2 (1 bedroom) 
units

*1 
(2 bedroom 

unit)
*Great 

Commuter 
location- 
near all 

major routes
* Inventory 

Opportunity54 Hill St. $385,000

12 Elliot Drive located in Glenview Estates $675,000

65 Charlton St. $395,000

*Hardwood floors 
throughout 
*3.5 Baths

*Gas Fireplace 
* Cathedral 

Ceilings Living 
Room

*cabinet packed 
Kitchen w/ center 

island seating 6
*Finished lower 

level family room

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, 
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full 
recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity!  $899,000

Location! Location! This Oversized & 
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472 
sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has 
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd 
& 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf, 
5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,  
22’x22’ Two Car Garage! 12’x16’Con-
crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied. 
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the 
Property. $559,900

WEBSTER -
 22 COOPER RD.    

New Construction!  2nd of 4 
Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
self in a New Craftsman Style 
home - Tucked away on Cooper 
Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access 
to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 
4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout 
slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-
rage!  $649,900

WEBSTER - 
38 COLONIAL RD.  

LAKE RESIDENTIAL      
Webster Lake Area! Investors take 
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot!  Home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split 
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement 
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating*  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD !   

13 Units -  4 Well Main-
tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central 
Core” District of Downtown 
Southbridge!! .... Mixed 
Use Zoning !!  Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough 
for up to 18 Vehicles!!                      

$1,300,000

44 West Point Rd
1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer 
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom 
kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace! 
Entertainers Dream!  Beautiful 
Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

Webster Lake 
Waterfront  Webster Lake Waterfront- 

88 Union Point
Excellent opportunity!  Natural West-
ern Facing Shoreline- Beautiful Sun-
sets - Views of Middle to North Pond! 
7,000 +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Uti-
lize this one Bedroom Winterized cot-
tage while making plans to construct 
your dream home! Or just live in, as 
is! Fireplaced living room ! 12 X 30 
one car garage. Beautiful Pine trees 
at the water’s edge! - $660,000

Featured Listing!!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

First Time Offered!! Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built 
Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in 
2001 & offers 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full 
Baths! Fabulous Split Floor Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double 
Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER SUITE w/Private Full Bath, 
Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer.  $469,000

WEBSTER
61 PARK AVENUE

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   
Location ~ Location! Move-in ready 
Commercial Office &/or Retail Space ! 
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing 
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in 
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB 
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST 
Featured New Listing!!

SORRY, SOLD!!  

ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing! 
Webster Lake Waterfront Lots

Bates Point Rd 
In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove

Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line 
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000

Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  
7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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WITH KIDS, PROVIDING 
GREAT CARE IS MORE THAN 

PROVIDING GREAT MEDICINE.
Because you can’t impress a child with credentials. Because children don’t really care that your research  

is helping change the world. Because a kid doesn’t care how many degrees you have. Because they  
mostly just think that hospitals are scary places, our first step in the healing process is to cure the fear.  

And that’s another reason we’re the only pediatric hospital of its kind in the region.

ummhealth.org/kids | 855-UMASS-MD

The relentless pursuit of healing ... kids.

  WEST BOYLSTON — 
Worcester County Sheriff  
Lew Evangelidis is pleased to 
announce the recent round 
of  sergeant promotions 
at the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office. These 
new sergeants will assume 
greater responsibilities at 
the Worcester County Jail 
and House of  Correction. 
Among those promoted from 
the rank of  officer to ser-
geant are James Mullin of  
Auburn; Bryan Almstrom, 
Michael Dean, and Shayne 
Samia of  Oxford; David 
Goyette and Scott Bowory 
of  Dudley; and Anthony 
Bonneville of  Webster.

  As sergeants, these indi-
viduals will be responsible 
for commanding and super-
vising the officers and staff  
under their charge. They 
will also oversee the care, 
custody, and control of  
inmate activities, ensuring 
the safety of  both staff  and 
inmates.

  “Promotions at the 
Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office are awarded to indi-
viduals who demonstrate 
exceptional merit, a strong 
work ethic, and unwavering 
dedication to their duties,” 
stated Evangelidis. “This 
group has shown themselves 
to be leaders during their 
time with the sheriff ’s office. 
I look forward to seeing these 
sergeants take on their new 
roles, mentor newer staff, 
and fulfill the sheriff ’s office 
mission for the residents of  
Worcester County.”

  The Worcester County 
Jail and House of  Correction 
is responsible for pre-trial 
detainees and inmates sen-
tenced to two and a half  
years or less. The facili-
ty can accommodate over 
1,000 inmates and is in West 
Boylston. Additionally, the 
sheriff ’s office operates com-
munity centers in Fitchburg, 
Worcester, and Webster. 

To learn more about 
the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office and how 
to become a Correctional 
Officer, please visit www.
WorcesterCountySheriff.
com.

Local correctional officers promoted in rank

Courtesy

Sgt. Anthony Bonneville (left) with Evangelidis.

Sgt. James Mullin (left) and Sheriff Lew Evangelidis (right).

Sgt. Bryan Almstrom (left) with Evangelidis.

Sgt. David Goyette (left) with Evangelidis.

Sgt. Michael Dean (left) with Evangelidis.

Sgt. Scott Bowory (left) with Evangelidis.

Sgt. Shayne Samia (left) with Evangelidis.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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