
STURBRIDGE — The 
Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
invites the local commu-
nity to attend an Open 
House and Family Activ-
ity Day from 11:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
10 on the church grounds 
at 8 Maple Street, Stur-
bridge. The event is open 
to the general public 
free of  charge and no 
advance registration is 
required.

According to Rev. 
David W. Cote, pastor, 
the event will include a 
cookout prepared by the 
church men’s and wom-
en’s groups, Crossroads 
and Koinonia. 

“All are welcome to 
attend the cookout with 
church members for 
conversation and fellow-
ship,” he said.

Sturbridge Scout 
Troop 161, which meets 
at the church on Sunday 
evenings, will organize 

a variety of  children’s 
games on the church 

lawn. Kathy Krikorian 
will offer face painting, 

and Judy LaVergne will 
be holding story time 
in Fellowship Hall. Fed-
erated’s music director, 
Andrew Kosiba will 
provide musical enter-
tainment throughout the 
event.

“We’re also throwing 
the Meeting House doors 
wide open for tours to 
showcase the partial 
renovations we’ve ac-
complished over the past 
six months,” says Pas-
tor Dave. “We’re eager 
to share our additional 
plans for this historic 
building with the com-
munity, and reintroduce 
our Sunday School, 
adult study groups, and 
other faith-based pro-
grams.”

“Parents and children 
in attendance will have 
an opportunity to attend 
a meet-and-greet in Fel-
lowship Hall with a few 
of  our CORI-certified 
Sunday School teach-
ers,” said Pastor Dave. 

“Starting this fall, our 
staff  will be available 
during the Sunday ser-
vice to supervise up to 25 
children, aged 6 months 
to 10 years of  age while 
their parents attend 
church. The Sunday 
School will encourage 
Christian morals and 
ethics, within their un-
derstanding and age lev-
el, through story time, 
videos, crafts, and other 
activities aligned with 
that Sunday’s teachings 
and sermons.”

The Federated 
Church of  Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale joyfully cele-
brates Christ’s presence 
and God’s grace in our 
lives. Community mem-
bers are welcome and in-
vited to join in worship 
on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. Services are 
also live streamed on the 
church’s Facebook page. 
For more information, 
call 774-304-1021 or visit 
sturfed.org.
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Charlton Boy Scout leads effort to 
renovate Pickleball courts

Courtesy

Charlton Boy Scout Adam Rydlak is leading an effort to renovate the Charlton Middle School tennis courts for both tennis and 
pickleball as part of his Eagle Scout project.

CHARLTON — Renovations are underway on the 
tennis courts of  Charlton Middle School which are 
being transformed into a multi-use facility to serve 
the school as well as the growing demand for pickle-
ball, and it’s all being done with the help of  a local 
Boy Scout Adam Rydlak who has made the renova-
tions the primary focus of  his Eagle Scout project.

Rydlak has served as a team lead on the project 
with the goal of  renovating the courts to be used for 
tennis and pickleball as a public venue and as a new 
asset for the middle school where he attended as a 
young student. In addition to helping coordinate the 
renovations, he has also kickstarted a fundraising 
campaign to pay for some of  the equipment, stor-
age, signs, and seating at the court.

“The court will be introduced into the PE pro-
gram at Charlton Middle School. Pickleball had 
become a popular sport and I also want to help the 
school that I attended for four years,” Rydlak said of 
the initiative. “The courts are being remodeled and 
recoated. I’m leading the team helping make sure 
everything happens. We hired a contractor to do the 
courts. After it’s done, I plan to help make sure the 
area is clean.”

Turn To PICKLEBALL page  A14

Kennel design 
contract moves 

forward
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — The long-awaited new town animal kennel took a step for-
ward last week as its building committee approved a $64,000 contract with Mc-
Clure Engineering for design, survey, wetlands and architectural work. That still 
has to go to town council for final OK next week.

Chris McClure noted the proposed location – the DPW property on Guelph-
wood Road – has some contamination issues, but the section they're looking to 
build this on should be fairly clean. It's in the property's northwest corner, near a 
small pond. The site was chosen because of  water and sewer on site and an ease-
ment to Charlton Street for a gas line. 

Most of  the contamination – PCBs – currently sits in a large, plastic-covered 

 Council rejects 
renewal of health 

agreement
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— The council reject-
ed renewing of  South-
bridge's participation in 
a grant-funded regional 
health collaborative last 
week by a tie vote. That 
came despite the Board 
of  Health's unanimous 
approval of  doing it and 
passionate advocacy 
from BOH Chair Roland 
Larochelle and MAHB's 

Mike Hugo.
The deciding factor 

was Steve Kelly's absten-
tion, after he sought to 
table the issue to the end 
of  August for more infor-
mation. He said he had 
“a number of  concerns” 
including whether the 
program's data collec-
tion would impose any 
burdens on town staff. 
He noted he favors shar-
ing with other towns as 
long as Southbridge con-

trols its own people, and 
noted he was “neither for 
nor against this at this 
point in time.”

Back when the state 
was devising this coali-
tion around 2020, Hugo 
said his agency, the Mass 
Association of  Health 
Boards, “fought vigor-
ously to keep the autono-
my of  the health boards” 
and got it. So far, the pro-
gram has evolved into 
51 grant-funded groups 
covering 321 towns; this 
group gets $1.5 million for 
shared services.

Larochelle said South-
bridge has already bene-
fited from such sharing. 
Among other things, it 
provided the nurse who 
did Covid contact trac-
ing and covered the town 
for inspections between 
the current health direc-
tor and his predecessor. 
Hugo later added the 
state has also provided 
the hardware and soft-
ware to unify the inspec-
tions permitting process 
“so everybody is held to 
the same standards in 
town.”

 “This is not DESE 
coming in and telling us 
what to do,” Larochelle 
said, referring to the fact 
the state Department 
of  Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education now 
runs the school district. 
Instead, he decribed it 
as “an insurance policy 
… Nothing is forced [on 
us].”

He noted the BOH did 
initially vote against re-
newal back in June, but 
after a presentation at 
its July meeting opted to 
reconsider that, voting 
unanimously to renew.

Former councilor and 
BOH member Dave Ad-
ams agreed, urging the 

Federated Church of Sturbridge & 
Fiskdale announces community event

Courtesy

The Federated Church member Bob Knight is heating up the 
grill for Aug. 10 Open House and Family Activity Day.

Turn To KENNEL page  A14
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Visit our Web site (charltonlibrary.org) for a 
full listing of  programs and events or to register.

Movies @ The Library
All showings are on Tuesdays at 1:00 ONLY in 

Dexter Hall. No registration required. Free pop-
corn!

August 6  :  JOURNEY OF AUGUST KING. 
1995. Rated PG-13. Runtime 90 minutes. Starring 
Jason Patric, Thandie Newton, Larry Drake, 
Sam Waterston, and Nesbitt Blaisdell.

August 13 : AUGUST RUSH.  2007. Rated PG. 
Runtime 114 minutes. With Freddie Highmore, 
Keri Russell, Jonathan Rhys Meyers, Terrence 
Howard, and William Sadler.

August 20 : WHALES OF AUGUST. 1987. Rated 
TV-PG. Runtime 90 minutes. Featuring Lillian 
Gish, Bette Davis, Ann Sothern, Vincent Price, 
and Harry Carey Jr.

August 27 : TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST 
MOON. 1956. Not rated. Runtime 123 minutes. 
Starring Glenn Ford, Marlon Brando, Eddie Al-
bert, Machiko Kyo, and Paul Ford.

Threaded Together Fiber Arts Group (for-
merly Silver Needles Knit & Crochet Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 - Upstairs Reading 
Room - No registration required

Bring your current project and relax with 
friends. All are welcome regardless of  skill level.

Genealogy Group Meeting 
Thursday, August 1, 6:00-7:30 - Community 

Meeting Room - No registration required
The Charlton Library Genealogy Group is a 

friendly group of  people who share an interest 
in genealogy. Meetings will alternate between 
general discussion topics and guest presenters. 
The meetings are free and open to the public. To-
night will be a general discussion.

CPL Book Discussion - THE ROAD TO ROS-
WELL by Connie Willis

Thursday, August 8, 6:00-7:00 - Community 
Meeting Room and via Zoom - No registration

Books are available for checkout at the adult 
circulation desk one month prior to discussion.

Check library event calendar listing for Zoom 
link.

Book Flower Craft 
Wednesday, August 14, 2:00-3:30 - Community 

Meeting Room
Our summer reading theme is "Read, Renew, 

Repeat"!  For this hands-on craft program we'll 
be making beautiful flowers out of  old book pag-
es and creating a statement display piece with 
them. For adults and teens ages 13 and up. Regis-
tration is required. 

An Evening with Neurol-
ogist/Neuroscientist/Author 
Dr. Andrew Budson: Why 
We Forget and Steps to Man-
aging Memory, Alzheimer’s 
Disease, and Dementia

Tuesday, August 13, 6:00-
7:30 - Dexter Hall - Registra-
tion Requested

Dr. Budson will discuss 
managing issues with mem-
ory, language, vision, behav-
ior, driving, incontinence, 
sleep, and more.  Also learn 
how to distinguish changes 
in memory due to Alzhei-
mer’s versus normal aging, 
what medications, diet, and 
exercise regimes can help, 

and the best habits, strategies, and memory aids 
to use. Learn some tricks and techniques that 
everyone can use to improve their memory. This 
talk is part of  the Dementia Friendly Charlton 
initiative. Registration is requested. 

Better Read Than Dead Book Club - THE LESS 
PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT US by Axton Betz Ham-
ilton

Wednesday, August 14, 11:00-12:00 - Sibley 
Reading Area - No registration required

A monthly meetup to discuss fascinating true 
crime books. Books available from circulation 
prior to discussion. 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Thursday, August 15, 6:00-7:30 - Community 

Meeting Room - No registration required
Led by experienced caregivers and offers in-

formation, resources, and strategies specific to 
caring for someone with Alzheimer’s and other 
Dementias along with support for transition-
ing to different care settings. No registration 
Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley and Charlton Public 
Library.

Respect Your Elder' An Herbal Workshop
Tuesday, August 20, 6:00-7:30 - Community 

Meeting Room - Registration required
From Elder flower tea to Elderberry syrup, 

come learn why this potent plant, and several 
others, are easy herbs to know and use. This 
hands-on workshop will explore practical skills, 
facts, folklore, tips and tricks! Learn to natural-
ly support yourself  and your family when hit 
by colds and flus.  Presented by Christine Leo, 
M.ED. Certified Traditional Herbalist.  Registra-
tion required.

CULE (Charlton Ukulele League & Ensemble)
Thursday, August 22, 6:00-7:30 - Community 

Meeting Room - No registration required
Experienced musicians and newbies all wel-

come. Questions? Email Cule5632@gmail.com

Cornerstone Concert Series: Hungrytown 
Thursday, August 22, 6:30-7:30 - Dexter Hall - 

No registration
Rebecca Hall and Ken Anderson have crafted 

Hungrytown into a true artistic hybrid, able to 
hold Celtic and Americana, ballads and psyche-
delia, sunshine and darkness, joy and despair. 
Registration is not required. This concert series 
is generously sponsored by Cornerstone Bank.

Critical Thinking Discussion Group - EU-
CLID’S ELEMENTS Book 1 (Definitions, Pos-
tulates, Common Notions) Friday, August 23, 
1:00-2:00 - Sibley Reading Area (Main Floor) - No 
registration required

No experience with critical thinking discus-
sion groups is necessary. Books/materials are 
available for checkout one month prior to dis-
cussion. Questions? Email saga3@charter.net. 

Edible Wild Plants and Fungi of  Autumn
Thursday, August 29, 6:30 - 8:00 - Dexter Hall - 

Registration required
Learn how to identify, sustainably harvest, 

and prepare the wild foods of  autumn, from 
acorns through minty wintergreen leaves, in-
cluding golden honey mushrooms and maitake, 
the “dancing mushroom”. Join The 3 Foragers 
as they teach the edible plants and fungi of  au-
tumn with their original photos and recipe ideas 
in an educational slideshow. The 3 Foragers are a 
family from southeastern Connecticut and they 
have worked with over 150 libraries, nature cen-
ters, summer camps, garden clubs, land trusts, 
and private citizens to learn the wild edible 
plants and fungi of  Southern New England since 
2016. All are welcome. Registration required.
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Hi! My name is Aaminah
Aaminah loves to sing, dance, 

go to her gymnastic classes, 
color, play outside and watch 
movies. She will soon be joining 
a local Girl Scout troop and is so 
excited about it. In school she re-
ceives some assistance in writ-
ing and reading as well as sup-
port services for her social and 
emotional needs. She has been 
described as sweet with a vivid 
imagination but can so be very 
impulsive and will freely says 
what is on her mind. She current-
ly has an incentive plan for daily 
and evening activities which has 
been set by her program.
Aaminah has 4 siblings with 

whom she is very close and will need a family that can commit 
to keeping her in contact with them on a regular bases by phone, 
virtually and in-person. The ideal family for her should be trauma 
informed, patient, and supportive. Aaminah will also need a 2 parent 
family with no other children in the home or much older children. 
Aaminah’s new family must be trauma informed, patient, supportive, 
able to set and adhere to these limits as well as being loving and un-
derstanding. It is suggested that a family for Aminah would be one 
that would be a visitor to her on a regular basis, preferably weekly, 
until such time as Aaminah feels that she can trust and becomes 
bonded to this family.

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.
org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out 
today to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster 
care.

Aaminah
Age 9 

Registration # 8076

FOR SALE
Victorian era sofa
$1,350 and chair $650

OBO Scott 
Pick up in Plymouth NH

(603) 254-5032

1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088                North Grosvenordale, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com

Just over the  MA Border

CCUMC  
asks what 

kind of 
collector  
are you?

CHARLTON — Come find out at the Aug. 3 Dynam-
ic Cards, Collectibles & Crafts Show at Charlton City 
United Methodist Church.  Two full floors of  all types 
of  collections. Add to your  collection or begin a new 
one. 

Sports Cards: These are among the most popular, 
featuring athletes from baseball, basketball, football, 
and more

Trading Card Games (TCGs): Games like Pokémon, 
Magic: The Gathering, and Yu-Gi-Oh!

Entertainment Cards: These include cards from 
movies, TV shows, and other pop culture phenomena. 
For example, there are collectible cards for Star Wars 
and Marvel.

Historical and Vintage Cards: These cards often 
feature historical figures, events, or vintage designs. 
They can be quite valuable and are cherished by col-
lectors for their historical significance.

Unique and Homemade Items:  quilts, bags, art, 
glassware, jewelry

Come to the show on Aug. 3 between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m. at 74 Stafford St. in Charlton.  In addition to a 
very large variety of  vendors, we’ll also have lunch 
and baked goods for sale.  We are supporting Charlton 
REAS (heat fuel assistance for local seniors), the Unit-
ed Methodist disaster relief  agency (UMCOR), and 
Abby’s House in Worcester; as well as door donations 
being taken for Target ALS.  You win with all the ven-
dors, and the world wins when you come to support 
the show.  Admission is free.  There is plenty of  park-
ing, and the building is handicapped accessible.

August events at 
Charlton Public Library

Learn about fireflies with Hands on 
Nature at Charlton Library

CHARLTON — On Monday, Aug. 5, from 2-3 p.m., learn about fireflies and how 
they have been used as light sources in many cultures. Discover the habits and 
lifestyles of  these luminous insects, and learn what makes their ‘cool light’ differ-
ent from other ‘warm light.’ We will discover their fascinating anatomy, as well as 
discover how they communicate in the dark. 

Fireflies are one of  our most beloved night-time insects... join us as we discov-
er more about them. Bring a recycled glass jar, and make a firefly catcher to bring 
home and enjoy this summer! This program is for families of  all ages. Registra-
tion is required. Please visit our Web site at www.charltonlibrary.org to register. 
Presented by Hands on Nature from Berlin and hosted by the Charlton Public 
Library at 40 Main St., Charlton, MA 01507.



BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
On Saturday, July 27, 
the upper parking lot 
of  Westville Dam recre-
ational area in South-
bridge was filled with 
cars from Masonic 
family members from 
the Quinebaug Mason-
ic Lodge and the Doric 
Chapter of  Southbridge. 
Both highly respected 
organizations have been 
organizing this great 
family event since 1991. 

A great turnout on 
this beautiful summer 
day for this gathering 
of  Masonic family and 

friends. All enjoyed the 
walking trails and a few 
even tried some fishing. 
The scenic and beauty 
of  the Westville Dam 
area has been the go-to 
recreation area for our 
lodges for the past 33 
years. We must reserve 
the large pavilion area at 
least a year in advance. 
The children were run-
ning around laughing, 
and games were played 
by young and old. Most 
pleasant of  all was the 
tasty food and the com-
radery had by all.  If  you 
are interested and would 
like more information 
about Freemasonry, go 
to www.massfreemaso-
nary.org and find a lodge 
nearest you. 
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508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Ktichenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Annual Masonic summer outing going strong after 33 years

Courtesy

Members of the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge, the Doric Chapter and their families, and friends. 

Local residents named to 
Clark University Dean's List
WORCESTER — The following local residents were named to Clark Universi-

ty's Spring 2024 Dean's List:
Ryan P. Bonja, of  Sturbridge was named to second honors.
Jaiden E. Gombos, of  Brimfield was named to second honors.
Sean Thomas Keane, of  Sturbridge was named to first honors.
Founded in 1887, Clark University is a liberal arts-based research university 

that prepares its students to meet tomorrow's most daunting challenges and em-
brace its greatest opportunities. Through 33 undergraduate majors, more than 30 
advanced degree programs, and nationally recognized community partnerships, 
Clark fuses rigorous scholarship with authentic world and workplace experienc-
es that empower our students to pursue lives and careers of  meaning and conse-
quence.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department reported the follow-
ing arrests during the week of  July 22-29.

A 43-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on July 22 for multiple counts of  Assault & Battery.

A 32-year-old male from Southbridge was taken into protective custody for un-
disclosed reasons on July 22.

Christian Luis DeJesus Perez, age 24, of  Southbridge was arrested on July 23 
in connection with a warrant for operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

A 32-year-old female from Westford was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest on 
July 23 for Possession of  a Class B Drug (subsequent offense) and Possession of  a 
Class C Drug (Clonazepam) with Intent to Distribute.

Megan Battista, age 26, of  Killingly, Conn. was arrested on July 25 in connec-
tion with multiple warrants.

A 74-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on July 25 for a Marked Lanes Violation.

A 22-year-old from Southbridge was taken into protective custody for undis-
closed reasons on July 26.

Jonathan Pagan, age 37, of  Southbridge was arrested on July 26 in connection 
with a warrant for Possession of  a Class B Drug.

Darilys M. Maldonado, age 39, of  Southbridge was arrested on July 26 in con-
nection with a warrant for Distribution of  a Class B Drug.

A 23-year-old female from Southbridge was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on July 26 for Assault & Battery.

A 62-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on July 27 for Operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle and operating an Unregis-
tered Motor Vehicle.

Mariah J. Moriarty, age 29, of  Charlton was arrested on July 27 for Possession 
of  a Class B Drug, Vandalization of  Property, Larceny From a Building, and In-
timidation of  a Witness, Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

A 45-year-old male from Plantsville, Conn. was issued a summons in lieu of 
arrest on July 27 for Unlicensed Operation of  a Motor Vehicle and operating a 
motor vehicle while not in possession of  a license.

A 43-year-old female from Woodstock, Conn. was issued a summons in lieu of 
arrest on July 28 for Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, Failure to Drive in 
the Right Lane, and possessing an Open Container of  Marijuana.

A 30-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on July 28 for Threatening to Commit a Crime.

Southbridge police log

Council OK’s road payment, trail contract
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— In an item added to 
the agenda, the coun-
cil approved paying 
the last change order 
for last year's Ellis and 
Guelphwood road work 
for the sum of  $42,497. 
That brought the total 
for that project to $1.13 
million.

According to Man-
ager Jack Jovan, the 
change needed to 
happen because the 
accounting depart-
ment “had the [total] 
check ready to go” that 
morning, but discov-
ered the payment and 
documentation didn't 
match. Doing some 
digging, they found the 
work covered by the 
change had been done, 
but the paperwork had 
never been approved 

by the council. But the 
total is still within the 
amount appropriated 
for the project, he said.

“This project has 
been very frustrat-
ing because there's 
been a bunch of  mov-
ing parts,” including 
changing the streets, 
staff  and funding 
sources, he added. 
Originally, the plan 
called for doing Me-
chanic and North 
Streets, but that was 
delayed due to Nation-
al Grid work.

“I work primarily 
for municipalities, and 
Southbridge has his-
torically been by far 
the most frustrating 
to deal with in getting 
paid,” said contractor 
James Pioppi.

Indeed, for some 
time, issues on the 
town side were de-

laying many bills by 
weeks or months last 
year. Chair Scott Lazo 
noted that had a lot to 
do with the “continued 
revolving door” among 
town staff, which he 
hoped won't contin-
ue. Before then, it was 
common to see change 
orders come to coun-
cil and get approved 
ahead of  time, he not-
ed.

“I'm glad this issue's 
being resolved and Mr. 
Pioppi's getting paid,” 
said Joe Daou. 

George Chenier 
agreed, but said he 
feels the overall fi-
nance system still 
needs to be improved 
“much much more so 
this doesn't happen.” 
He noted he feels Jo-
van is working on that.

A different project 
took the last major 

step toward happening 
when the board unan-
imously approved 
Roach & Sons' $3.9 
million bid to build 
the Quinebaug Valley 
Rail Trial across town. 
That bid came in below 
the project estimates 
and is being funded by 
state and federal grant 
money.

“I'm very, very 
pleased we can do a 
little bit extra with the 
money,” John Daniel 
said.

Peg Dean agreed, 
saying, “It couldn't 
have worked out bet-
ter for the town, so 
congratulations to the 
town.”

The project calls 
for building about five 
miles of  partly-paved, 
partly stone dust mul-
tiuse trail, most of 
it along abandoned, 
state-owned railway 
from the Dudley line 
to Sturbridge. Some 
parts will be on streets, 
mostly in the Crane/
Mill/West area and 
a short stretch along 
East Main through the 
Rotary. An art display 
and pocket park is be-
ing designed for the 
section downtown near 
the Registry; work on 
that part will overlap 
the start of  the down-
town Transportation 
Improvement Project, 

which aims to com-
pletely redesign the 
flow of  traffic through 
the area. There has 
also been some talk of 
adding historical and 
ecological information 
signs or kiosks in vari-
ous areas.

The work is slated 
to begin this year and 
will last 420 days.

This project was 
conceived at least 20 
years ago, but only re-
ally started blossoming 
due to extensive grant 
work by Dean in recent 
years. At one point, the 
council stalled it over 
concerns about liabil-
ity for contamination, 
but later approved 
the 99-year lease with 
the state after getting 
clarification that us-
ing DEP best practices 
for containment would 
protect the town.

A subsequent agen-
da item allocated 
$273,000 to BSC Group 
for construction ad-
ministration, over-
sight and licensed site 
professional work, the 
latter to address con-
tamination. Dean said 
that figure is covered 
in the trails grant, and 
such oversight is some-
thing the federal Eco-
nomic Development 
Administration is “ad-
amant” about. She rec-
ommended using BSC 

because they designed 
the trail, and therefore 
already know about a 
lot of  its issues. 

Daniel said this proj-
ect has required “more 
than one leap of  faith,” 
but “now we have a 
trail.” He described 
it as “something that 
adds to the character 
of  the town. Why not 
Southbridge?”

In an issue some-
what tangential to de-
velopment, Planning 
Board member Pam 
Paquin rose at citizens' 
forum to object to the 
fact the town recent-
ly granted a tent per-
mit to the Italian Club 
when her board has 
been trying to get that 
group to go through 
the formal process of 
approving changes to 
its parking lot. She 
cited several parts 
of  the bylaw the Club 
needs permits for, and 
dubbed it all “decent 
stuff,” but noted they 
have not applied for 
any.

Jovan said he's talk-
ed to the Planning 
Board chair about this 
and is seeking files 
“that can't be found” 
related to it.

Gus Steeves can 
be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 



STURBRIDGE — Venture Commu-
nity Services, one of  the Common-
wealth’s leading providers of  innova-
tive human services, today announced 
the appointment of  three individuals 
to its Board of  Directors following its 
merger with Life-Skills, Inc.

 
The new directors are:

 Paul Haughey, Superintendent, 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District;

Nancy Noonan, Nurse Practitioner, 
Commonwealth Care Alliance; and

Janice Smith, Co-Founder, The Fam-
ily Voice (now the Autism Alliance)

 
“The growth of  our board mirrors 

the growth of  this agency as we join 
forces with Life-Skills to further en-
hance the lives of  the individuals we 
serve,” said Donna Peters, President 
of  Venture’s Board of  Directors. “As 
we embark on this new chapter, we 
eagerly welcome Paul, Nancy and 
Janice, and the commitment that they 
bring and their expertise in education, 
health care and advocacy.”

 
Paul Haughey served on the Life-

Skills Board of  Directors since 2015. 
He has over 30 years of  experience 
in education. In addition to being a 
school district superintendent, he is 
currently teaching and overseeing 
practicum supervision experiences in 
special education and serving as vis-

iting professor at Framingham State 
University and other Massachusetts 
colleges and universities. Haughey 
served the Town of  Blackstone in var-
ious positions, including representing 
its Board of  Selectmen on the Central 
Massachusetts Planning Commission 
to enhance the life and work of  peo-
ple living in the region. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Framingham 
State University, master’s degrees in 
education from the University of  Mas-
sachusetts Lowell and Framingham 
State University, and a doctorate in ed-
ucational leadership from Johnson & 
Wales University.

 
Nancy Noonan served on the Life-

Skills Board of  Directors for more 
than 20 years. She is a palliative care 
nurse practitioner at Commonwealth 
Care Alliance. She also practices at St. 
Anne’s Free Medical Program, which 
is part of  the Worcester Free Care Col-
laborative, providing basic, quality 
healthcare and social support services, 
regardless of  income, insurance, or 
housing status. Noonan is president of 
the Central Massachusetts Chapter of 
the Oncology Nursing Society and is a 
board member of  St. Anne’s and St. Pe-
ter’s Free Medical Programs. Noonan 
holds advanced board certifications in 
oncology, hospice and palliative care 
and earned an associate’s degree in 
nursing from MassBay Community 
College, a bachelor’s degree in nurs-

ing from Fitchburg 
State University 
and a master’s de-
gree in nursing 

from Sacred Heart University.
 
Janice Smith served on the Life-

Skills Board of  Directors for nearly 20 
years. She has devoted much of  her life 
to her son who has autism and to be-
ing an advocate for autism awareness. 
In 1993, Smith co-founded a support 
group, The Family Voice, for families 
navigating autism during a time when 
there were minimal resources devoted 
to this community. This group would 
become the nonprofit Autism Alliance, 
which currently includes 2,700 fami-
lies. She serves on an Advocates for Au-
tism of  Massachusetts taskforce and is 
an active member of  her community, 
volunteering for Meals on Wheels and 
her local food pantry. Smith is retired 
and previously served as an adminis-
trative specialist at Franklin Pierce 
University, an employee consultant at 
Advocates Inc., and as a project coordi-
nator and documentation supervisor 
at Bose Corp.

 
About Venture Community 

Services
 Venture Community Services is 

committed to providing compassion-
ate, person-centered services to nearly 
600 people with developmental disabil-
ities and autism across Massachusetts. 
From its beginnings with two small 
group homes, Venture has evolved into 
one of  the state’s premier human ser-
vice providers with more than 1,000 
employees. Venture encourages in-
dependence through a continuum of 
support, which includes community 
residential services, day programs, 
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
 www.charltonfedchurch.org 
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Stonebridge 
Press

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

BRIMFIELD 
$495,000, 146 Warren Rd, Robinson, John, to Esterbrook, 

James, and Esterbrook, Johanna.

CHARLTON
$875,000, 81 Northside Rd, Tolman, Stephanie A, and 

Tolman, Bryan J, to Peterson, Leigha, and Peterson, Rich-
ard.

$761,500, 207 Center Depot Rd, Wilber, Shannon, and 
Wilber, Paula, to Barbaour, Amanda M.

$700,000, 485 Stafford St, Cornerstone General Contr, to 
Denis, Dean R, and Denis, Christine P.

$370,000, 60 Hill Rd #A, Leblanc, Ronald, to Novotny, 
Karen M, and Fogle, Sean A.

$358,000, 189 Old Worcester Rd, Trudeau, Deborah, to 
Lorditch, Jacob.

$325,000, 262 Stafford St, Robert Eric Lee Ft, and Lee, 
Donna, to T Reardon Builders Inc.

$205,000, 45 New Spencer Rd, Biando Sharon L Est, and 
Shilale, Matthew, to Wicinski, Tomasz.

$140,000, 184 Gould Rd, Alden, Terrence, to Morin, Shei-
la, and Morin Sr, George.

$92,000, 39 Blood Rd, Elliott, James T, and Elliott, Do-
lores R, to Mi Kasa Su Kasa LLC.

HOLLAND
$182,398, 3 Chaffee Rd, Zaik, Francis, and Newrez LLC, 

to Rcaf  Loan Acquisition Lp.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$431,500, 36 Main St, Edmonds, Jordan M, to Coulombe, 

James, and Coulombe, Crystal.
$329,000, 614 Lebanon Hill Rd, Chouinard, Peter R, to 

Tebo, Justin.

STURBRIDGE
$549,900, 37 Tannery Rd, Esterbrook, James, to Hibbard, 

Michael, and Hibbard, Stephanie.
$500,000, 69 Streeter Rd, Booth, Debra L, to Silva, Elias 

A.
$365,000, 34 Betsy Ross Cir #34, 34 Betsy Ross Circle Rt, 

and Niday, Karen S, to Pignataro Jr, Frank D, and Pignata-
ro, Patricia A.

$300,000, 22 Long Ave, Cantalini, Christopher, to Reyn-
olds, Larry M, and Reynolds, Tammy L.

$185,000, 7 Tantasqua Shore Dr, Butts, Allen C, and 
Butts, Doris B, to Arcoite, Bradley, and Seifert, Gary.

Real Estate

Venture Community Services adds  
three to Board of Directors

supported employment, transportation, 
autism supports and shared living. 
Next year, the agency will celebrate its 
50th anniversary of  providing support 
to those in need.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 7/29/24 was $3.19 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 22054163

At Edward Jones, we’re in it for 
the long haul. We’ll be with you 
every step of the way as you 
celebrate life’s biggest milestones. 
Let us help you work toward them.

Contact us today to start creating 
a financial strategy tailored to 
your specific needs.

Your life. 
Your money. 
Your terms. 

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

www.StonebridgePress.com

Bay Path graduate recognized with two citations
CHARLTON — Massa-

chusetts State Sen. Ryan 
Fattman, through Amanda 
Galonek Hellyar, MPA, Dep-
uty District Director and 
Special Projects Coordina-
tor from the Office of  Sen. 
Ryan Fattman, Worcester & 
Hampden, presented a cita-
tion to John Martin Wanji-
ru.

State Rep. John J. Marsi, 
Jr. also presented a citation 
to John Martin Wanjiru as 
an acknowledgement for 
his accomplishments and 
award as the MassCTE.
org Post-secondary student 
of  the year, Central Chap-
ter. Citations are awarded 
to constituents who have 
reached a significant per-
sonal or professional mile-
stone.

Ryan C. Fattman cur-
rently serves in the Massa-
chusetts State Senate. Pre-
viously, he represented the 
18th Worcester district in 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives as a Repub-

lican.
John J. Marsi, Jr. is 

currently serving as a Re-
publican member of  the 
Massachusetts House of 
Representatives from the 
6th Worcester district.

Both Senator Fattman 
and Representative Marsi 
honored John Martin Wan-
jiru at his graduation and 
pinning ceremony June 21 at 
the Overlook Performance 
Arts Center. 

John Martin Wanjiru of 
South Grafton graduated 
with the PN Class of  2024. 

“What an honor to wit-
ness and celebrate this rec-
ognition for our nursing 
graduate,” said Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN, Academy Direc-
tor. “We are proud of  John 
Martin for this achievement 
and grateful to both Senator 
Fattman and Rep. Marsi.”

John Martin pursued a ca-
reer in nursing, having been 
motivated by his experience 
as a Certified Nursing Assis-
tant (CNA), Certified Home 
Health Aid (CHHA), and a 
direct support professional. 

“Giving the best version 
of  a nurse whenever I will 
be working, to create a posi-
tive environment for the res-
idents and colleagues,” John 
Martin noted. 

He spends his free time 
giving back to those who 
give their service to the 
country. He collected items 
for care packages that were 

sent to soldiers. He spoke 
in front of  the Practical 
Nursing Class of  2024 about 
this initiative. Care bags 
were filled and donated to 
the https://militarymis-
sions.org/ sent via USPS at 
570 Delzan Place, Suite 10, 
Lexington, KY 40503. He felt 
encouraged and empowered 
to show appreciation to the 
veterans.

John Martin was a CNA 
at the River Terrace Reha-
bilitation and Healthcare 
Center since 2021. From 
2019 to 2022, he was a direct 
support professional at Ven-
ture Community Services. 
Originally from Kenya, he 
obtained his certification at 
Kenyatta University (Nai-
robi, Kenya for CISCO Net-
working Academy, 2012). He 
completed his secondary 
education at Kiamuya Sec-
ondary School (Nyeri, Ken-
ya 2009).

John Martin is certified 
in BLS/HCP CPR, mental 
health first aid, and demen-

tia care. As a member of  the 
PN Class of  2024 he was a 
member of  the admissions 
panel interview and coordi-
nated the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation memorial luminary 
during the longest night in 
December. Through https://
www.betherecer t i f icate.
org/ he received his Be 
There Certificate. The Be 
There Certificate is a self-
paced learning experience 
designed to increase mental 
health literacy. The training 
provides knowledge, skills, 
and confidence needed to 
safely support anyone who 
may be struggling with their 
mental health. From “It pro-
vides a deep understanding 
of  Be There’s 5 Golden Rules 
— a simple but actionable 
framework on how to recog-
nize when someone might 
be struggling with their 
mental health, your role in 
supporting that person, and 
how to connect them to the 
help they deserve.”

S P R I N G F I E L D 
— Western New England 
University (WNE) takes 
immense pride in recog-
nizing the outstanding 
academic achievements 
of  over 670 students 
who have been named 
to the Dean's List for the 
Spring 2024 semester.

A WNE education pro-
vides career-span agility 
through a curriculum 
grounded in profession-
al/experiential studies, 
enhanced by the liber-
al arts, and enriched 
by mentored research 
that equips graduates to 
adapt and succeed in the 
workplace of  the future.

Thomas Andolina of 
Uxbridge is working to-
ward a BA in Psychology.

Owen Boyns of  Charl-
ton is working toward a 
BS in Actuarial Science.

Lex Lovell of  Ux-
bridge is working to-
ward a BS in Computer 
Science.

Austin Ayotte of 
Charlton is working to-
ward a BSBA in General 
Business.

Sarah Johnston of 
Uxbridge is working to-
ward a BSBA in General 
Business.

Ashley Figueroa of 
Charlton is working to-
ward a BSE in Biomedi-

cal Engineering.
Thomas Schreiber of 

Uxbridge is working to-
ward a BSE in Civil En-
gineering.

Courtney Farrell of 
Sturbridge is working 
toward a BA in Psychol-
ogy.

Claire Hill of  Brim-
field is working toward a 
BS in Actuarial Science.

Kaylin Tietz of  Brim-
field is working toward a 
BS in Biology.

Emily Moran of  Hol-
land is working toward 
a BS in Criminal Justice.

Makenna Matczak of 
Wales is working toward 
a BS in Criminal Justice.

Meghan Caplette of 
Fiskdale is working to-
ward a BS in Forensic 
Biology.

Braylon Casinghino 
of  Brimfield is working 
toward a BSBA in Fi-
nance.

Ethan Ahearn of 
Brimfield is working to-
ward a BSE in Electrical 
Engineering.

Western New En-
gland University (WNE) 
is a private, nationally 
ranked, comprehensive 
institution with a focus 
on preparing work-ready 
and world-ready gradu-

ates. Founded in 1919 in 
Springfield as a division 
of  Northeastern College, 
WNE's 215-acre subur-
ban campus serves more 
than 3,700 students, in-
cluding over 2,500 full-
time undergraduates. 
More than 47,000 alum-
ni have earned degrees 
through its more than 
90 undergraduate, grad-
uate, and professional 
programs at Colleges of 
Arts and Sciences, Busi-
ness, Engineering, and 
Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, and School of 
Law. Students come from 
39 U.S. states and territo-
ries and 23 countries. Of 

45,104 living alumni, 30 
percent remain within 
the region, residing in 
the four Western Mas-
sachusetts counties and 
northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified 
among nationally 
ranked universities 
in US News and World 
Report, and among the 
Top 100 Undergraduate 
Engineering programs, 
and in the Doctoral/Pro-
fessional Universities 
category in the Carnegie 
Classification of  Institu-
tions of  Higher Educa-
tion.

Western New England University celebrates Dean’s List



Nothing says 
mid-summer like a 
sweet, juicy peach, and 
here in New England, 
the long awaited peach 
crop is in!  In cele-
bration of  the sweet 
harvest, this week’s 
column offers the fol-
lowing “peach primer.”

**
Perfect Peaches: Us-

ing three of  your sens-
es will confirm when a 
peach is perfect to eat:

 
See: Ripe peach-

es should have red-
dish and yellow 
hues.  Peaches that 
show any tinge of  green 
are not yet ripe.  Also, a 
fully developed peach 
at its peak of  ripeness 
should be round; typ-
ically, oblong peaches 
aren’t yet ripe. 

Smell:  Take a 
sniff.  You should be 
able to smell a sweet, 
familiar scent when a 
peach is fully ripe.

T o u c h :     P e a c h e s 
should be slightly soft 
to the touch, with a lit-
tle give. Hard peaches 
are not ripe.

**
 
Rev up Ripening:  If 

the peach is hard, you 
can accelerate ripening 
by placing it in a brown 
paper bag for a day or 
two. If  you have mul-
tiple peaches, do not 
pile peaches in the bag, 
rather spread them out 
so they do not touch. 

Or, perch peaches on 
a kitchen windowsill to 
speed up ripening.

Ripened peaches will 
keep their flavor for up 
to five days in the vege-
table crisper drawer of 
the refrigerator.

**
Have too many ripe 

peaches?  Try freezing 
them.  Cut unbruised 
fruit up and freeze on a 
cookie sheet.  Once fro-
zen, place the chunks 
into a plastic freezer 
bag.   These sweet mor-
sels can be used for 
smoothies, fruit salad, 
cobblers, and more as 
they should stay fresh 
up to six weeks when 
properly frozen.  Try 
this quick and easy 
Peach Yogurt recipe 
using peach chunks 
straight from the freez-
er (from JustATaste.
com):

 
Ingredients: Four 

cups frozen 
peach chunks; 3 
tablespoons hon-
ey; ½ cup plain 
yogurt; one table-
spoon fresh lem-
on juice.

D i r e c -
tions: Place the 
frozen peaches, 
honey, yogurt 
and lemon juice 
into the bowl of 
a food processor. 
Process until 
creamy, about 5 
minutes.

Serve the fro-
zen yogurt im-
mediately or 
transfer it to an 
airtight contain-
er and store it in 

the freezer for up to 1 
month.

**
 
Want frozen peaches 

to keep their flavor lon-
ger?   Peaches can last 
up to one year in the 
freezer, according to 
the National Center of 
Home Preservation if 
you follow this process:

1.     Wash, peel, 
and remove pits from 
peaches.

2. Place peaches into 
a freezer-safe contain-
er, leaving at least 1/2 
inch of  headspace.

3. Pour water or syr-
up over the peaches to 
cover. To make a syrup, 
dissolve sugar in luke-
warm water and mix 
until clear. You can use 
anywhere from 10% to 
50% sugar in your syr-
up. 

4. Place the peach-
filled container labeled 
with the date into the 
freezer.

**
Nutrition: A me-

dium peach has 0.5 
grams of  fat, 0 grams 
of  cholesterol and so-
dium, 15 grams of  car-
bohydrate, 13 grams of 
sugar, 2 grams of  fiber 
and 1 gram of  protein.

 
**
Peaches are also an 

antioxidant, diuretic, 
expectorant, and a lax-
ative. Studies show the 
potassium in peaches, 
coupled with the fiber 
of  the fruit, can help 
lower blood pressure.

**
Peaches are consid-

ered a super fruit.  they 
contain anti-inflam-
matory antioxidents, 
therefore, peaches can 
be an effective treat-
ment for skin inflam-
mations, such as aller-
gies.

**
P e a c h e s ’ 

Past: As noted pre-
viously in this col-
umn, peaches were 
first grown in China, 
traced as far back as 
551 BC. Peaches are a 
member of  the same 
family as the rose, 
which accounts for its 

sweet fragrance. But 
early peaches, which 
were tiny and tart with 
a larger pit and lots 
of  fuzz, barely resem-
bled today’s plump, 
juicy fruits. Despite its 
shortcomings, the his-
toric peach earned its 
place in early Chinese 
folklore, as it was con-
sidered to bring luck 
and immortality. In 
fact, today, the Chinese 
still consider peaches 
are proper birthday 
gifts.

Strains of  early 
peaches attracted fa-
vor and the tasty fruit 
traveled from China 
through Europe and 
finally to the “New 
World,” gaining legions 
of  fans along the way. 
The Romans fondly 
dubbed peaches “Per-
sian Apples,” for the 
country that first intro-
duced the sweet fruit 
to the west. Louis XIV 
of  France was so fond 
of  peaches that he once 
awarded a pension to 
the man who provided 
him with peaches from 
Montreuil, a suburb of 
Paris.

While Spanish ex-
plorers brought the 
peach to America, Na-
tive Americans are 
credited with spread-
ing their cultivation. 
Eventually, Georgia 
was named the Peach 
State, for its abundant 
peach crops, which 
flourished in the warm, 
southern climate.

**
 
Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House
Your tips can win 

you a great three course 
dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Stur-
bridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for 
two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in his-
toric Sturbridge.  Be-
cause I'm in the busi-
ness of  dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (al-
though I can take cred-
it for some), I'm count-
ing on you readers out 
there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Do you have a help-
ful hint or handy tip 

that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a 
question regarding 
household or garden 
matters?  If  so, why 
not share them with 
readers of  Stone-
bridge Press news-
papers?  Send ques-
tions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, 
C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, 
PO Box 90; South-
bridge, MA 01550. Or 
email  KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are en-
tered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick 
House Inn.
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Beyond memes 
and headlines 

— the imperative 
of informed voting

In an age where social media dom-
inates the landscape of  information 
dissemination, it’s too easy to fall into 
the trap of  making decisions based on 
quick headlines and catchy memes. 
However, the upcoming election is 
of  such paramount importance that 
it demands a deeper level of  engage-
ment from every voter. The stakes have 
never been higher, with one candidate 
making unprecedented claims that, if 
elected, no one will ever have to vote 
again because they’ll have it “fixed real 
good.” On the other side, a candidate is 
fiercely advocating for the preserva-
tion of  American freedoms. This is a 
critical moment in our history, and we 
must take it seriously.

The rhetoric of  patriotism and free-
dom has been used by both sides, of-
ten skewed and manipulated to serve 
political agendas. However, we must 
look beyond these slogans and closely 
examine what the candidates are tru-
ly saying. The promise of  never hav-
ing to vote again is a direct threat to 
the core of  our democracy. Imagine if 
the Democratic nominee made such a 
statement—there would be widespread 
outrage. Yet, when the Republican can-
didate makes this claim, it is somehow 
normalized. This normalization is 
dangerous and undermines the very 
foundation of  our democratic process.

Democracy is built on the right to 
vote. It is the cornerstone of  our po-
litical system and the means through 
which we, the people, hold our lead-
ers accountable. Any suggestion that 
this right could be taken away should 
be met with fierce resistance. It is not 
just a political issue; it is an existential 
threat to the values upon which our 
nation was founded. When a candidate 
threatens to erode this right, it is a call 
to action for all citizens to rise above 
party lines and defend the principles of 
democracy.

In this election, more than ever, we 
must be vigilant and well-informed. It 
is not enough to rely on snippets of  in-
formation from social media. We must 
delve into the policies and promises of 
each candidate, understanding their 
implications for our future. We must 
listen to what they say and, more im-
portantly, believe them. Their words 
and actions are a reflection of  their 
intentions, and we must take them at 
face value.

The narrative that one side is the 
sole defender of  patriotism and free-
dom is a distortion. In reality, the fight 
to maintain government out of  our 
personal decisions and to preserve our 
freedoms is being waged by those who 
are committed to upholding democrat-
ic values. The threat to our democra-
cy is real and immediate. If  we are to 
preserve the freedoms we hold dear, we 
must act now.

For those who are still uncertain 
about the gravity of  the situation, I 
urge you to do your research. Look be-
yond the memes and headlines. Seek 
out reliable sources of  information and 
educate yourself  on the stakes of  this 
election. Understand that democracy 
is a fragile system that requires our ac-
tive participation and protection. 

This election is a defining moment 
in our history. The choice we make will 
determine the future of  our democra-
cy. We cannot afford to be complacent 
or misinformed. We must take the can-
didates at their word, understand the 
implications of  their promises, and 
vote to protect our democratic rights. 
This is not just another election.  Do 
not be fooled by party lines or catchy 
slogans. Believe in the power of  your 
vote and use it to safeguard the princi-
ples of  freedom and democracy.

How strong is your 
emergency fund?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

You can’t predict financial emergen-
cies — but you can prepare for them.

To do that, you can build an emergen-
cy fund to pay for unexpected expenses, 
some of  which may be sizable. Without 
one, you might be forced to dip into your 
investments, possibly including your re-
tirement accounts, such as your IRA or 
401(k). If  this happens, you might have 
to pay taxes and penalties, and you’d be 
withdrawing dollars that could otherwise 
be growing over time to help pay for your 
retirement.

In thinking about such a fund, consid-
er these questions:

How much should I save? The size of 
your emergency fund should be based on 
several factors, including your income, 
your spouse’s income, and your cost of 
living. However, for most people in their 
working years, three to six months of  to-
tal expenses is adequate. Once you’re re-
tired, though, you may want to keep up to 
a year’s worth of  expenses in your emer-
gency fund — because you don’t want to 
be forced to cash out investments when 
their price may be down, and you may 
not be replenishing these accounts any 
longer.

How can I build an emergency 
fund? Given all your normal expenses — 
mortgage, utilities, food, transportation, 
and others — you might find it challeng-
ing to set aside some extra money in an 
emergency fund. But you do have oppor-
tunities. If  you’re working, you could set 
up a direct deposit so that part of  your 
paycheck goes directly into your emer-
gency fund. You could also save a portion 
of  any extra income you receive, such as 
bonuses and tax refunds.

Where should I keep the money? An 
emergency fund has two key require-
ments: You need to be able to access the 
money immediately and you need to count 
on a certain amount being available. So, 
it’s a good idea to keep your emergency 
fund in a liquid, low-risk account that of-
fers protection of  principal. For this fund, 
you’re less interested in growth than you 
are in stability. But because interest rates 
have recently changed, you may be able to 
get a reasonable return without sacrific-
ing liquidity or safety.

What types of  emergencies should I 
prepare for? Your emergency fund could 
be needed for any number of  events: a job 
loss or early retirement, housing or auto 
repairs, unreimbursed medical bills, un-
expected travel, and so on. But this fund 
may also be needed to help you cope with 
other threats. Consider this: In 2023, the 
U.S. saw a record 28 weather and climate 
disasters, each of  which resulted in at 
least $1 billion in damages — and often 
many times this amount — according to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Depending on where you 
live, your home or business may be sus-
ceptible to tornadoes, floods, wildfires, 
hurricanes and extreme heat and cold 
waves. These events can, and do, result 
in property repair and relocation costs, 
higher insurance premiums and even 
price increases for basic goods, such as 
groceries and prescription medications.

One final word about an emergency 
fund: It takes discipline to maintain it and 
to avoid tapping into it for everyday ex-
penses or impulse purchases. The name 
says it all — this is a fund that should only 
be used for emergencies. By keeping it in-
tact until it’s truly needed, you can help 
yourself  weather many of  the storms 
that may come your way.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.

The Peach Harvest 
is In!

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.



Pursuing a dream can be very chal-
lenging. If  you're like most people, un-
less you have financial backing, you're 
probably juggling a day job, a night job, 
taking care of  a family, and then pursu-
ing your dream. 

Once you decide to pursue your 
dream, it's often easy to get started be-
cause, at this early stage, you have all 
the motivation. You're convinced of  suc-
cess and can see a future where your hard work pays 
off  in a big way. You picture the people you'll help, the 
industry you'll revolutionize, and the competitors 
you'll surpass. This vision fuels your enthusiasm 
and propels you forward with energy and optimism.

But once you've laid the foundations, you may see 
flaws. Things may go differently than planned. You'll 
undoubtedly encounter many roadblocks. You might 
feel you've tried so hard for so long that you need a 
break. 

Days turn to weeks and weeks into months, but 
suddenly, you remember your dream, get a burst of 
inspiration, and go at it again. You start getting some 
results, but there's still a long way to go. You work 
your socks off  for a while, doing those 16-hour days 
and making sacrifices, but then life gets in the way. 
Family obligations may arise, your day job demands 
more time, and you may put your dream on hold 
again, still unwilling to let it go.

Maybe you have a friend, acquaintance, or even 
family member who pursued their dream, and you're 
in awe of  how far they have gotten.

Out of  frustration, you pick up the phone and give 
them a call, all while wondering how on earth they've 
managed to make it all work.

Luckily, they answered your call and gave you 30 
minutes of  their time. They ask you a series of  ques-
tions, and you give them all the answers, detailing 
the ups and downs and the starts and stops.

Suddenly, you hear their Aha moment. They have 
an answer, and as you eagerly await, they say, "My 
friend, it seems you've got a consistency problem," 
and it hits you like a bolt of  lightning. Consistency! 

The word reverberates as you think of  all the 
times you started and stopped.

Your friend says that they, too, had the same prob-

lem, and one day decided to work on their 
dream every single day, even if  it was just 
half  an hour or one small task. They nev-
er took a break; they just kept churning. 

It's not about large bursts of  effort but 
small, persistent, daily efforts. You set 
tiny goals that you know are achievable, 
and you keep doing them daily. You real-
ize that consistency is one of  the most po-
tent ingredients for turning your dreams 

into reality. 

As the days turn into weeks and the weeks into 
months, you start to see progress. Your business be-
gins to grow steadily. The challenges stay, but your 
consistent efforts help you navigate them better. You 
find that consistency builds momentum, and mo-
mentum keeps you moving forward.

What are some things that will make you incon-
sistent? Drugs and alcohol are certainly significant 
factors. While some people claim substances like 
marijuana or alcohol make them more productive, 
over time, they often find the opposite to be true. 
When they quit, their productivity usually improves 
significantly.

Other things that can lead to inconsistency in-
clude procrastination, which creates a cycle of  stress 
and rushed work, and lack of  sleep, which severely 
impacts focus and energy levels. 

Poor time management without a clear plan or 
schedule can lead to distractions and overwhelm. 
A negative mindset, filled with self-doubt and pessi-
mism, can sap motivation. 

Unhealthy relationships can drain your energy 
and focus, pulling you away from productive habits. 
Constant distractions from social media, emails, or a 
noisy environment can also break your flow and hin-
der consistent progress.

Ultimately, you learn that consistency is not just 
a habit; it's a powerful force that transforms aspira-
tions into achievements. It's the difference between 
those who succeed and those who don't. 

Dedicate yourself  to your dream every single day. 
Let consistency be the 
engine that propels you 
toward your goals and 
turns your aspirations 
into reality.

Another summer of 
above-normal summer 
temperatures in much 
of  the country may be 
taking its toll on your 
vegetable gardens. 
Temperature extremes 
can interfere with flow-
ering and fruit set, re-
sulting in poor flower-
ing, blossom drop, and 
a lack of  or misshapen 
fruit on tomatoes, pep-
pers, squash, and more.

 
The impact of  tem-

perature on plants 
depends on the stage 
of  the plant’s develop-
ment. Plants ready to 
flower or developing 
fruit during times of 
optimum temperatures 
will be fine but plants 
that are ready to flower 
or develop fruit during 
more extreme tempera-
tures experience prob-
lems.

 
Tomatoes thrive in 

warm, sunny condi-

tions but when day-
time temperatures 
rise above 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit and night 
temperatures remain 
above 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit  blossom 
drop and poor fruit de-
velopment may occur. 
This combined with 
low humidity and the 
pollen is not viable. 
In hot and humid con-
ditions, the pollen is 
too sticky and doesn’t 
move from the male to 
the female part of  the 
flower. Without pollina-
tion, the flowers won’t 
be fertilized, and fruit 
will not develop.

 
On the other hand, 

when night tempera-
tures are below the 
optimum of  59 to 68 
degrees Fahrenheit, 
less viable pollen is 
produced so fewer 
fruit will form. Cool-
er temperatures below 
55 degrees Fahrenheit 
can result in misshap-
en fruit and cat-fac-
ing.  Fortunately, this 
malformed fruit is still 
tasty and safe to eat. 

 
Temperature ex-

tremes also impact 
pepper productivity. 
When temperatures 
climb to 95 degrees or 
higher, the pollen is 
sterile and flowers may 
drop. Small fruit may 
also fall from the plant 
during such hot spells. 
Pepper plants also ex-
perience poor fruit set 
when night tempera-
tures drop below 60 de-
grees or rise above 75 
degrees.

 

Flowering in squash 
and cucumber plants 
is also influenced by 
temperature and other 
environmental factors. 
These plants typically 
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
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www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER 
ROLL 

FRIDAY 8/2 & SATURDAY 8/3

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 8/31/24

TOBY
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Positively 
Speaking

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Poor flowering and fruiting in the vegetable garden

Melinda Myers

Cooler temperatures below 55 degrees Fahrenheit can result in misshapen fruit and cat-facing 
as seen in this photo.

Consistency

produce separate male 
and female flowers. The 
male flowers usually 
appear first, and it is 
not until both the male 
and female flowers are 
present that pollina-
tion, fertilization, and 
fruit production can 
occur.

 
The research found 

cool temperatures, 
bright sunlight, and 
shorter days encour-
age female flower pro-
duction while male 
flowers are more pro-
lific during warmer 
temperatures, less sun-
light, and close spacing. 
Flowering on squash 
and cucumbers is also 
impacted by nitrogen 
fertilization. Too much 
can prevent female 
flower formation while 
insufficient amounts 
can reduce the number 
of  male flowers. 

 
In addition, rainy 

weather or improper-
ly applied pesticides 
that prevent bee ac-
tivity and pollination 
can also result in mal-
formed cucumbers.

 
These aren’t the only 

vegetables impacted by 
temperature extremes. 
Eggplants, a close rel-
ative of  tomatoes and 
peppers, do not set fruit 
until night tempera-
tures are above 55 de-
grees. Beans stop flow-
ering or the flowers 
die when temperatures 
rise above 85 degrees. 

 
The simplest solu-

tion is to wait for opti-
mum temperatures and 
proper humidity levels 
to return. Once this 
happens, the plants will 
begin producing fruit. 
Be sure to harvest regu-
larly to keep the plants 

producing.
 
If  poor productivi-

ty caused by weather 
is a yearly problem, 
consider planting va-
rieties better suited to 
these extremes, adjust 
the planting times, and 
if  needed, find a more 
suitable growing loca-
tion. 

 
When the harvest is 

delayed, extend the sea-
son with the help of  row 
covers. These fabrics 
allow sunlight, air, and 
water through while 
trapping heat around 
the plants. Loosely 
cover the plants and 
anchor the edges with 
stones, boards, or land-
scape staples when 
frost is forecasted. You 
can leave the fabric in 
place for the remainder 
of  the year. Just lift it 
to harvest and secure 
the fabric when done. 

 
If  this summer’s 

weather leaves you dis-
appointed with the har-
vest, remember there is 
always next year.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing Midwest Garden-
er’s Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video 
and DVD series and 
the nationally syndi-
cated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment radio 
program. Myers is a 
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. My-
ers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers 
that’s not really limited. We’re only offering 
this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount for 31 days!1 

LESS THAN a month left to book your 
FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Sale ends August 31!

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, a company that has built 
windows and doors for over 121 years.

•  Our AcclaimTM Impact windows’ Fibrex® 
material is twice as strong as low-end vinyl.

•  Compared to ordinary dual-pane glass,  
our SmartSun™ glass is 70% more  
energy-efficient in the summer and  
helps make your home more comfortable.2

windows & doors 31-DAY SALE

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/17/2024. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2024 and purchase by 9/17/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% 
off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2024 and 9/17/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost 
window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $150 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 8/31/2024 and purchase by 9/17/2024. Subject to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout 
the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of 
Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of 4 required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, 
GET ONE

40% OFF1

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR1

$150 OFF
No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of 4 required.

PLUS

PLUS NO
Money Down

NO
Monthly Payments

for 1 
year1NO

Interest 

Less than a month left!



VTSU congratulates Chase 
Abbott on graduation

RANDOLPH CENTER, Vt. — Ver-
mont State University is pleased to an-
nounce that Chase Abbott, of  Charlton, 
is part of  VTSU's inaugural graduating 
class for May 2024!

This diverse group of  over 1000 stu-
dents hailed from more than 200 Ver-
mont towns, over 20 states, and various 
countries around the world. Congrat-
ulations to Vermont State University's 
Class of  2024!

Vermont State University combines 
the best of  Castleton University, North-
ern Vermont University, and Vermont 
Technical College and serves students 
on five campuses and multiple learn-
ing sites across the Green Mountains 
and beyond, as well as online. Ver-
mont State provides a high-quality, 
flexible, and affordable education for 
students seeking associate, bachelor's, 
and master's degrees, certificates, and 
in-demand professional credentials. 
The university builds upon a history 
of  public higher education in Vermont 
dating back to 1787. Learn more at Ver-
montState.edu.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
8/2       SETH LOCONTO
8/4       CAREY-HENNIGAN TRIO
8/9       JOE MACY
8/11      CIARA CARGIULO

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

SALES TAX HOLIDAY PRESELLECT NOW

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Endless Summer

TOO HOT 
TO COOK? 

Let us do it for you! 
Stop in for our 
weekly specials

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Voter registration for Primary 
ends Aug. 24

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Town Clerk’s office advises all residents that the last 
day to register to be eligible to vote in the state Primary to be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3 is Saturday, Aug. 24. The Town Clerk’s office will be open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

If  you have any questions, you may contact the Town Clerk’s office at (508) 
764-5408.

Helping Hand Society 
to hold yard sale

CHARLTON — The Charlton Helping Hand Society Inc. is holding a yard 
sale at the Dodge Chapel & Meetinghouse, 81 Hammond Hill Rd. Charlton, on 
Saturday, Aug. 17 from 8 a.m. to noon. Our theme is "Beach Party.”  

Fun, fellowship, selections  & beach balls await!  After more than 100 years, 
our mission remains the same-to help the residents of  Charlton and continue 
to be good guardians of  the Dodge Chapel.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Comic workshops at 
Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON — The Charlton Public Library is hosting two workshops with 
Comic Artist Jack Purcell on Tuesday, Aug. 6. 

In Intro to Comics (3-4:30 p.m.), learn the basics of  comic book creation with 
Jack Purcell, including the production process, drawing technique, page layout, 
and character design. Published work (DC Comics, Marvel) and original art will 
be used as examples.

In Intermediate Comics (5-6:30 p.m.), explore elements of  creating comic book 
artwork with both traditional materials and touching on digital. Learn how to 
publish your work and develop scripts and page designs for successful storytell-
ing. Both workshops are for Adults and Teens ages 13 and older. Registration is re-
quired for each workshop. Please visit our website at www.charltonlibrary.org to 
register. Jack Purcell graduated with a bachelor's degree in Illustration from 
Massachusetts College of  Art in 1996. He began his work by penciling and inking 
various independent jobs with multiple companies. Titles include Gotham Un-
derground, Teen Titans, Green Arrow, Detective Comics, Batman, Countdown, 
Batgirl, and others. Jack considers it a dream come true to be working for the 
“big two.” The Charlton Library is located at 40 Main St.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A Notice is 
hereby given by Cruise Control Trans-
portation Inc. Pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A. that on or 
after MARCH 9, 2024 at Cruise Control 
Transportation Inc. the following motor 
vehicle/s will be sold at private sale to 
satisfy our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of said 
vehicle
VEHICLE :2011 HONDA PILOT (TAN)
VIN: 5FNYF4H58BB027444
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Arturo E Morales,
339 PLYMOUTH ST
MISSOULA, MT 59801
VEHICLE: 2013 Chrysler Town and 
Country
VIN: 2C4RC1BG5DR662649
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Travis Kyle Austin
47 WALLER ST
PROVIDENCE RI 02908
VEHICLE: 2005 Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class
VIN: WDBUH82J15X171996
LAST REGISTERED OWNER: Ute 
Gannett
60 Washington
Mendon MA 01756
VEHICLE: 2011 Ford Escape (Black)
VIN: 1FMCU9D74BKB43078
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Evan Anderton, AND Laura I Anderton,
Evan Anderton, AND Laura I Anderton,
16 SOPHIES WAY
BRIDGTON, ME 04009
VEHICLE: 2014 Toyota Tacoma
Vin: 3TMLU4EN3EM151450
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Joseph Dandurand
12120 COLORADO BLVD,APT D105
Thornton CO 80241
VEHICLE : 2009 NISSAN MURANO
VIN: JN8AZ18W69W129089
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Amanda Liz Santiago
37 PROVIDENCE ST, APT 3,
Worcester MA 01604
VEHICLE :2007 BUICK LUCERNE
VIN: 1G4HP57247U194825
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Julie Ann Scricco
15 Sullivan Blvd
oxford MA 01540
VEHICLE: 1997 FORD RANGER
VIN: 1FTCR15X7VTA15373
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Gabriealla Diana Tanacea
29 PECK ST, APT 2
SOUTBRIDGE MA 01550
VEHICLE: 2008 Infiniti G37
VEHICLE: 2008 Infiniti G37
VIN: JNKCV64E08M118298
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Tracy A Rose,
1242 CARDINAL ST
NEW BEDFORD, MA 02745
VEHICLE: 2007 Mitsubishi Outlander
VIN: JA4MT31X07Z012509
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Dewin Castillo
489 MAIN ST, APT 37
FISKDALE MA 01518
VEHICLE:2017 HONDA ACCORD
VIN: 1HGCR2F54HA136298
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Luis Carlos Paredes Acosta,
113 COMMERCIAL ST, APT 1,
LYNN, MA 01905
VEHICLE: 2003 Honda Odyssey
VIN: 5FNRL186X3B147350
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Sarah E Mandell
94 CENTRAL ST
MILLVILLE, MA 01529
VEHICLE :2010 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN: 1N4AL2AP8AN556439
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Jessica Lyn Thomas,
23 PEARL ST, APT 1,
SPENCER MA 01562
SPENCER MA 01562
VEHICLE:2008 SATURN AURA
VIN: 1G8ZV57738F120175
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Anty C Darwulo,
43 ACTON ST, APT 1L
WORCESTER MA 01604
August 2,2024
August 9,2024
August 16,2024

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT
Docket Number: 24 SM 002625
ORDER OF NOTICE
To: Raymond K. Perry; Lisa S. 
Phaneuf-Perry
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Fiskdale 
(Southbridge), numbered 294 Brook-
field Road, given by Raymond K. Per-
ry, Lisa S. Phaneuf-Perry to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Quicken Loans, LLC, 
dated May 3, 2021, and recorded in 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 66563, 

Page 353, and now held by the Plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemem-
bers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act.  If you object 
to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three Pem-
berton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before September 9, 2024, or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on July 23, 2024.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
26108
August 1, 2024

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Special Permit
RLS Complete Propco, LLC

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, August 19, 2024 at 7:05 PM 
in the Center Office Building located 
at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 and/or by virtual means if circum-
stances warrant, in accordance with ap-
plicable law; on the application of RLS 
Complete Propco, LLC for the property 
located at 90 Charlton Road.
The applicant requests a Special Permit 
as required by the Sturbridge Zoning 
Bylaws Article XVII §300-17.5E regard-
ing the erection and maintenance of 
signs in excess of what is specifically al-
lowed in the Bylaw. In accordance with 
the plans and application submitted, the 
applicant is proposing a 70 sq.ft. build-
ing sign and a 96 sq.ft. free-standing 
sign, both where 30 sq.ft. is allowed un-
der the sign bylaw.
A copy of the site plan and applica-
tion can be inspected on the Stur-
bridge Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet by 
contacting the Sturbridge Planning De-
partment at (508) 347-2508 or by email 
at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted in 
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public body 
as well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means.
ht tps : / /g loba l .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, we 
will post of the Town’s website an audio 
or video recording, transcript, or other 
comprehensive record of the proceed-
ings as soon as possible after the meet-
ing.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
August 1, 2024

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Approval
Town of Sturbridge Cedar Lake Rec-

reation Area
In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, August 19, 2024 at 6:35 PM 
in the Center Office Building located at 
301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
and/or by virtual means if circumstanc-
es warrant, in accordance with applica-
ble law; on the application of The Town 
of Sturbridge for the property located at 
60 Cedar Street.
The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to make ADA improvements to 
the playground and beach recreation 
area. In accordance with the plans and 
application submitted, the improve-
ments include the addition of two (2) 
ADA parking spaces, ADA accessible 
ramps to access the pavilion and play-
ground area, ADA accessible pads to 
accommodate portable toilets, ADA ac-
cessible beach mats, reconstructing of 
the existing playground surface, and a 
dumpster pad with fenced enclosure. 
The project also includes the construc-
tion of stormwater controls to address 
existing conditions and the new imper-
vious area.
A copy of the site plan and applica-
tion can be inspected on the Stur-
bridge Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet by 
contacting the Sturbridge Planning De-
partment at (508) 347-2508 or by email 
at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted in 
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public body 
as well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means.
ht tps : / /g loba l .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, we 
will post of the Town’s website an audio 
or video recording, transcript, or other 
comprehensive record of the proceed-
ings as soon as possible after the meet-
ing.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
August 1, 2024
August 8, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on August 14, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Susan 
Panella.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability to 
remove 6 trees within 100 feet of South 
Charlton Reservoir. The project location 
is: 79 Leland Drive, Charlton, MA.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the meet-
ing remotely, via Zoom Conferencing 
by calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?p-
wd=VjlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3l-
WZz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined at 
the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 1, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Docket Number: W024P2110GD

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester MA, 01608
In the interests of Calie G. Long of 
Charlton, MA 
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED  
PARTIES

Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on an 
Amended Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor filed on 05/08/2024 
by Olga Lopez of Montgomery, TX will 
be held 08/06/2024 08:30AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing 
Located Worcester Probate & Family 
Court
Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 
with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least five (5) busi-
ness days before the hearing.
Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
Counsel for Parents: If you are a par-
ent of the minor child who is the subject 
of this proceeding you have a right to be
represented by an attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot afford to pay for 
one and if you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attorney should 
be made immediately by filling out the
Application of Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court location 
where your case is going to be heard.
Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless the Court
finds that it is not in the minor’s best in-
terests.

ORDER TO PETlTIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served in hand 
on the minor, (if 14 or more years of age 
and not the petitioner), the guardian, 
the parents of the minor, and any other 
person if ordered by the Court, at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing 
date listed above. Service must be 
made by sheriff, constable, or other 
person approved by the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party, IT IS 
ORDERED that copies of this Notice 
and the Petition for Appointment of 

Guardian of a Minor be served on the 
interested party by leaving at and mail-
ing by regular first
class mail to last and usual place of res-
idence of the interested party at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known, IT IS FUR-
THER ORDERED that copies of this 
Notice and Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on all in-
terested persons at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the hearing date by mail-
ing first class mail and by publishing a 
copy of the Order and Notice once in 
Southbridge Evening News, South-
bridge publication to be at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and the Depart-
ment of Children and Families may be
shed lar first class mail at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice
Date: June 25, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 1,2024.

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on August 14, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Susan 
Nelson.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the repair of a septic system 
for an existing single-family home. The 
project location is: 91 Blood Road, 
Charlton MA 01507. 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the meet-
ing remotely, via Zoom Conferencing 
by calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?p-
wd=VjlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3l-
WZz09
Copies of the NOI may be examined at 
the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 1, 2024

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Approval
Town of Sturbridge 
Trails Committee

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, August 19, 2024 at 6:50 PM 
in the Center Office Building locat-
ed at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of The Town of Sturbridge for the prop-
erty located at 9 River Road.
The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to construct an eleven (11) ve-
hicle parking lot off of River Road to 
provide access to the Grand Trunk Trail 
extension in accordance with the plans 
and application submitted.
A copy of the site plan and applica-
tion can be inspected on the Stur-
bridge Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet by 
contacting the Sturbridge Planning De-
partment at (508) 347-2508 or by email 
at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted in 
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public body 
as well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means.
ht tps : / /g loba l .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, we 
will post of the Town’s website an audio 
or video recording, transcript, or other 
comprehensive record of the proceed-
ings as soon as possible after the meet-
ing.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
August 1, 2024
August 8, 2024

LEGALS
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSummer

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

**Serving the Boston, Worcester, 
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning

- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning

- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning

- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization
Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
 WITH CARE

774-999-7819
Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

Cleaning Services

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

www.StonebridgePress.com

For advertising contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news



Golden Bear Pride 
shines as Western New 

England University 
honors Class of 2024

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University held its under-
graduate commencement ceremony on May 19 at the MassMutual Center, 
celebrating the Class of  2024. The keynote speaker, esteemed journalist 
Latoyia Edwards, talked about the importance of  bringing passion and in-
tensity to one's work without overshadowing what's most important: fami-
ly. "If  you don't remember any piece of  advice that I give you this morning, 
remember to never take anyone who loves and supports you for granted."

Congratulations and best wishes to the newest Golden Bear Alumni. 
WNE is proud of  you!

Evan Jeffrey Donovan of  Charlton graduated Cum Laude with a BS in 
Health Sciences. Evan also graduated with a minor in Chemistry.

Owen William Boyns of  Charlton graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 
BS in Actuarial Science. 

Colin Patrick Donovan of  Charlton graduated Cum Laude with a BA in 
Elementary Education/Psychology. 

Ryan W. Paxton of  Uxbridge graduated Summa Cum Laude with a BSE 
in Civil Engineering/Environmental Engineering. 

Maxfield Wyatt Phaneuf  of  Brimfield graduated Magna Cum Laude 
with a BSE in Civil Engineering/Environmental Engineering. 

Meghan Elizabeth Caplette of  Fiskdale graduated Honors Program 
Graduate with a BS in Forensic Biology. Meghan also graduated with a 
minor in Chemistry and Criminal Justice.

Ethan Michael Ahearn of  Fiskdale graduated with a BSE in Electrical 
Engineering. 

Ryan Michael Sears of  Fiskdale graduated with a BSBA in Sport Man-
agement.

Kimberly Lan Ngo graduated Magna Cum Laude from Western New En-
gland University with a BS in Neuroscience.

Western New England University (WNE) is a private, nationally 
ranked, comprehensive institution with a focus on preparing work-ready 
and world-ready graduates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield as a division of 
Northeastern College, WNE's 215-acre suburban campus serves more than 
3,700 students, including over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More than 

47,000 alumni have earned degrees through its more 
than 90 undergraduate, graduate, and professional 
programs at Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and 
School of  Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and 
territories and 23 countries. Of  45,104 living alumni, 30 
percent remain within the region, residing in the four 
Western Massachusetts counties and northern Con-
necticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked univer-
sities in US News and World Report, and among the 
Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering programs, and 
in the Doctoral/Professional Universities category in 
the Carnegie Classification of  Institutions of  Higher 
Education.
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching

Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal
Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing

Brush Control & Mowing • More...
Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

Sturbridge: Claire R. 
(Wassmer) Goulet, 87, of  
Fairgrounds Rd., passed 
away on Wednesday, 
July 24th, in the UMass 
Memorial Harrington 
Hospital, Southbridge, 
after a brief  illness.

She leaves her husband, 
Wilfred J. Goulet, having 
celebrated their 69th anni-
versary this past Tuesday, 
July 23rd.  She also leaves 
her two children, Scott 
M. Goulet and his wife 
Pam of  Holly Springs, 
NC and Tammy Goulet-
Warren and her husband 
Peter Warren of  Monson; her two 
grandchildren, Benjamin Goulet and 
Sara Goulet of  Holly Springs, NC; 
her eight sisters, Denise Thompson 
of  Brimfield, Kate Strum of  Webster, 
Julie Blouin of  Brookfield, Sandra 
Buckner of  Sturbridge, Vivian Latour 
of  Southbridge, Taddy Dupuis of  
Hopkinton, Betsy Biron of  Brimfield 
and Beatrice Chartier of  Southbridge; 
and many nieces and nephews.  She 
was predeceased by her brother, Butch 
Wassmer and her two sisters, Theresa 
Mogavero and Jean Beaudry.  She was 
born in Woonsocket, RI the daugh-
ter of  Hector and Ceceile (Martin) 
Wassmer.  

Claire was a longtime hairdress-

er and owned and oper-
ated Claire’s Hair in 
Sturbridge.  She also pre-
viously worked in fiber 
optics for several local 
companies including 
Karl Stortz in Charlton 
where she worked last. 
Claire was a lifelong art-
ist, working primarily in 
oil paints. She also loved 
interior design.  She 
was athletic by nature, 
always walking and was 
walking on the treadmill 
for 30 minutes a day up 
until recently.  She loved 
lake life at her cottage on 

Cedar Lake and was a great lover of  
animals.  She was also an avid gar-
dener and loved taking several trips 
to local nurseries to replenish her 
garden’s needs.  

A graveside service for Claire 
was held on Friday, August 23rd, at 
12:00pm in North Cemetery, Maple 
St., Sturbridge.  There are no calling 
hours.

In lieu of  flowers donations may 
be made to the Halfway Home Cat 
Rescue, P.O. Box 614, Chicopee, MA 
01021.  

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral 
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, 
is directing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

 Claire R. Goulet, 87

OBITUARIES

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Golden Bear Pride 
shines as local students 

graduate from  
Western New England 

University
SPRINGFIELD — Andrew Joseph 

Loin of  Southbridge graduated Mag-
na Cum Laude from Western New En-
gland University with a Juris Doctor. 
Kelsey Anikso of  Charlton, Beatrice 
M. Korman of  Brimfield and Amanda 
T. Volpe also graduated with Juris Doc-
torates, Anisko Cum Laude.

The graduate ceremony was held 
on Sunday, May 19, at the MassMutual 
Center in downtown Springfield. More 
than 350 graduate students received 
their master's, law, and doctorate de-
grees from its Colleges of  Arts and 
Sciences, Business, Engineering, Phar-
macy, and School of  Law. 

In his remarks, President Robert E. 
Johnson urged graduates to "embrace 
the future with confidence, courage, 
and optimism" and assured students 
that wherever their future career takes 
them, they are "equipped with the skill-
set and the mindset to excel and make a 
meaningful impact on society."

The Western New England Universi-
ty graduating class of  2024 hailed from 
26 states: Alabama, California, Colo-
rado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jer-
sey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wis-
consin. Graduates also came from Can-
ada, India, Malaysia, and Pakistan. 

Western New England Univer-
sity (WNE) is a private, nationally 
ranked, comprehensive institution 
with a focus on preparing work-ready 
and world-ready graduates. Founded 
in 1919 in Springfield as a division of 
Northeastern College, WNE's 215-acre 
suburban campus serves more than 
3,700 students, including over 2,500 full-
time undergraduates. More than 47,000 
alumni have earned degrees through 
its more than 90 undergraduate, grad-
uate, and professional programs at 
Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, Busi-
ness, Engineering, and Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, and School of  Law. 
Students come from 39 U.S. states and 
territories and 23 countries. Of  45,104 
living alumni, 30 percent remain with-
in the region, residing in the four West-
ern Massachusetts counties and north-
ern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nation-
ally ranked universities in US News 
and World Report, and among the Top 
100 Undergraduate Engineering pro-
grams, and in the Doctoral/Profession-
al Universities category in the Carn-
egie Classification of  Institutions of 
Higher Education.

Western New England 
University celebrates 

President’s List students
SPRINGFIELD — Western New 

England University (WNE) takes im-
mense pride in recognizing the out-
standing academic achievements 
of  over 540 students who have been 
named to the President's List for the 
Spring 2024 semester.

A WNE education provides ca-
reer-span agility through a curriculum 
grounded in professional/experiential 
studies, enhanced by the liberal arts, 
and enriched by mentored research 
that equips graduates to adapt and suc-
ceed in the workplace of  the future.

Elise Palfreman of  Charlton is work-
ing toward a BA in Psychology.

Ellen Butler of  Charlton is working 
toward a BA in Psychology.

Jack Leland of  Brimfield is working 
toward a BA in History.

Kylie McDermott of  Fiskdale is 
working toward a BSBA in Manage-
ment & Leadership.

Cole Crosby of  Brimfield is working 
toward a BSBA in Sport Management.

Jaden Darnell of  Southbridge is 
working toward a BS in Criminal Jus-
tice.

Western New England Univer-

sity (WNE) is a private, nationally 
ranked, comprehensive institution 
with a focus on preparing work-ready 
and world-ready graduates. Founded 
in 1919 in Springfield, Massachusetts 
as a division of  Northeastern College, 
WNE's 215-acre suburban campus 
serves more than 3,700 students, in-
cluding over 2,500 full-time undergrad-
uates. More than 47,000 alumni have 
earned degrees through its 90+ under-
graduate, graduate, and profession-
al programs at Colleges of  Arts and 
Sciences, Business, Engineering, and 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and 
School of  Law. Students come from 39 
U.S. states and territories and 23 coun-
tries. Of  45,104 living alumni, 30% re-
main within the region, residing in the 
four Western Massachusetts counties 
and northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nation-
ally ranked universities in US News 
and World Report, and among the Top 
100 Undergraduate Engineering pro-
grams, and in the Doctoral/Profession-
al Universities category in the Carn-
egie Classification of  Institutions of 
Higher Education.

Charlton’s Kelsy Brown 
awarded Ronald J. 

Deanult Scholarship
CHARLTON — The Ronald J. Denault Memorial Law 

Enforcement Scholarship of  $1,500 was awarded to Kelsy 
Brown, a 2024 honors graduate of  Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School.  

Brown resides on Old Oxford Road in Charlton, and will 
be attending Assumption University in the fall.  



SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Chamber of  Central 
Mass South is thrilled 
to welcome its newest 
member business, Moon 
Magick Café, at a Grand 
Opening Celebration 
& Ribbon Cutting on 
Friday, Aug. 2. Wom-
an-owned and operated, 
Moon Magick Café is a 
coffee shop located in 
the historic Flat Iron 
Building at 210 Hamilton 
St. in Southbridge. The 
Southbridge location of 
Moon Magick is the sis-
ter to the original Moon 
Magick Café in Daniel-
son, Conn.

Moon Magick Café 
is open Monday - Fri-
day from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and on Saturdays from 8 
a.m. – 2 p.m., and is the 
perfect spot for break-
fast, lunch or a coffee 
break. Moon Magick is 
renowned for their deli-
cious sandwiches, panin-
is and wraps, iced, hot 

and cold brewed coffee, 
hot and iced Lattes, Mat-
cha, & Chai, Espresso, 
Cocoas & Frappes, Teas, 
Italian Soda & Smooth-
ies, Salads, Pastries, and 
more. You can view their 
menu offerings and even 

order online at www.
moonmagickcafe.org or 
reach them by phone at 
(774) 318-8776. 

Local dignitaries will 
be on hand to present 
proclamations to the 

new business. Guests 
will have the opportu-
nity to meet the owner 
Chey and her awesome 
crew and wish them well 
in their new venture. 
All are welcome to join 
in and check out this 
new Southbridge meet-
up spot as the Chamber 
snips the official red 
ribbon at 1 p.m. sharp 
on Friday, Aug. 2. The 
Grand Opening Celebra-
tion continues through 3 
p.m. Drop by and say hel-
lo when you can. There 
is no cost to attend, and 
no RSVP is needed.

The Chamber of  Cen-
tral Mass South is the 
leading advocate for 
local business, promot-
ing the success of  its 
members, and enhanc-
ing regional prosperity 
through networking, ed-
ucation, and promotion. 
Learn more and join the 
Chamber today by visit-
ing cmschamber.org.
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Exciting 
August at the 
Ruth Wells 

Center
SOUTHBRIDGE — Our August artist is Jim 

Wilton, who will be exhibiting art and photog-
raphy in our lovely galleries at the Ruth Wells 
Center for the Arts, 111 Main St. in Southbridge. 
Opening reception is Saturday, Aug. 17, noon to 
4 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. Gallery 
hours will be Saturday and Sunday throughout 
the month. The public is welcome to visit the 
Ruth Wells Center- serving the community since 
1976.

Wilton’s Facebook followers will have the op-
portunity to view his body of  work, as well as 
have the opportunity to meet the artist. Don't 
miss his show.

 
There are still spaces in the Kids Art Work-

shop Aug. 5-9 for ages six to 16. The Monday 
through Friday workshops will have 2 sessions. 
Kids ages six to 10 come at 10 a.m., kids 11-16 will 
come at 11:30 a.m. Sessions run one hour, and 
kids will have the opportunity to explore vari-
ous facets of  art and creativity- all under the di-
rection of  Simone Germain. The open house is 
scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 11 from 2-4 p.m. All 
are invited to view the kids' creative projects. 
For more information, call 508 764 3341.

 
Many thanks to Katherine Oakes for a spec-

tacular July exhibit. Her stained glass and illus-
trations were terrific.

Sip, savor, celebrate
Chamber to welcome New Moon Magick Café to Southbridge

Courtesy

Now open in the Flat Iron Building, Moon Magick Café cele-
brates its official grand opening this Friday.   

Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St., Sturbridge
508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

For Kids: Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 
10:45 a.m. - Stories on the Com-
mon. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the JHPL.

For All: Saturday, Aug. 3 at 1 p.m. 
Beginning Birding with Hands on 
Nature. Come learn fun and easy 
ways to get started in the world 
of  birding. Begin by identifying 

birds in your own yard, plus learn 
a few common bird songs. Lastly, 
create two simple bird feeders to 
take home. Suitable for all ages. 
Children ages five and up must be 
accompanied by an adult caregiv-
er. Registration is required. Spon-
sored by the Friends of  the JHPL.

Crafts for Teens & Adults: Take 
& Make Crafts. There will be a dif-
ferent craft available beginning 
Monday mornings each week 
during summer reading. While 

supplies last. Sponsored by the 
Friends of  the JHPL.

END OF SUMMER READING - 
Zoomobile Animal Show - Wednes-
day, Aug. 7 at 11 a.m. For Kids of 
all ages. Registration is required. 
Preference will be given to those 
signed up for summer reading. 
Sponsored by the Friends of  the 
JHPL.

Go to sturbridgelibrary.org for 
more events and information.

Neurologist/author Dr. Andrew Budson 
to speak at Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON — Charlton Pub-
lic Library and Dementia Friend-
ly Charlton will host neurologist 
Andrew Budson, MD on Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Charlton 
Public Library’s Dexter Hall. 

Budson will discuss managing 
issues with memory, language, 
vision, behavior, driving, incon-
tinence, sleep, and more from his 
guide for families, "Six Steps to 
Managing Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Dementia.” He will explain 
how individuals can distinguish 
changes in memory due to Alzhei-
mer's versus normal aging, what 
medications, diets, and exercise 
regimes can help, and the best hab-
its, strategies, and memory aids to 
use, from his book “Seven Steps to 

Managing Your Aging Memory.” 
And he will share some tricks and 
techniques that everyone, young 
and old, can use to improve their 
memory, based on his book, "Why 
We Forget and How to Remem-

ber Better.” The 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
will be followed 
by a ques-
tion-and-answer 
session. Books 
will be available 
for purchase af-

ter the Q&A. 

Educated at Haverford College 
and Harvard Medical School, Dr. 
Budson is Chief  of  Cognitive Be-
havioral Neurology at the VA Bos-
ton Healthcare System, Associate 
Director of  the Boston Universi-
ty Alzheimer’s Disease Research 
Center, Professor of  Neurology at 
Boston University, and Lecturer 
in Neurology at Harvard Medical 
School.

This talk is part of  the Demen-
tia Friendly Charlton initiative, a 
local initiative that is part of  De-
mentia Friendly Massachusetts. 
Free and open to the public, but 
registration is requested. To reg-
ister, please visit our “Programs 
& Events” page at www.charlton-
library.org, or call the library at 
508-248-0452. 

Additional parking is available 
across the street at Town Hall.

Dr. Andrew Budson

Charlton resident 
Marisa DeJesus 

named to Dean’s List 
at Boston University
 
BOSTON — Marisa DeJesus of  Charlton has been 

named to the Dean’s list of  Boston University. DeJe-
sus received academic honors at Boston University 
for the 2024 spring semester.

 
A rising junior at BU, DeJesus is majoring in Earth 

& Environmental Sciences, with a dual minor in Bi-
ology and Marine Science, in the University’s College 
of  Arts & Sciences.

 
Founded in 1839, Boston University is an inter-

nationally recognized institution of  higher educa-
tion and research. With nearly 37,000 students, it is 
one of  the largest private residential universities in 
the United States. BU consists of  17 schools and col-
leges, along with the Faculty of  Computing & Data 
Sciences and a number of  multi-disciplinary centers 
and institutes integral to the University’s research 
and teaching mission. In 2012, BU joined the Associ-
ation of  American Universities (AAU), a consortium 
of  leading research universities in the United States 
and Canada.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



mound by the road awaiting a final decision on per-
manent capping. For years, the town has had a slow 
back-and-forth with the DEP and EPA on testing and 
other issues, and has set aside money to do the work.

McClure said if  the project does find contamina-
tion in that area, it'll require a soil management plan 
and other things. “But I'm being told, the LSP [li-
censed site professional] told me, this is not an area 
of  concern,” he said.

Town Manager Jack Jovan said the project has 
$545,000 in funding set aside, plus another $200,000 
from the town's remaining Americn Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) money. The McClure contract will come 
from the latter, which needs to be encumbered by 
this September and spent by the end of  next year. 
Some project money was also donated by the Claire 
Birtz Trust, he added.

This project has been in limbo for a while, in part 
because it's bounced between locations. Over the 
years this has been considered, the town has looked 
at the sewer plant (where the current, decrepit 
kennel is) and across from Charlton Street School, 
among other sites. It had plans for the latter before 
the council pulled the plug and opted to move it to 
the DPW last year, and McClure plans to revise those 
for this site.

“We have a fairly comprehensive concept” now, 
McClure said. 

He noted he was waiting for the committee's con-
tract approval to start scheduling meetings with the 
architect and Animal Control Officer Kaitlin Jewell. 
This contract covers work “up until construction 
oversight. It'll get us through bidding,” he said.

From the very small audience, Maureen Doyle 
suggested naming it for George Angell, the South-
bridge resident who founded the ASPCA. “This 

would be a great tribute to him,” she said.
Chair Scott Lazo noted others have also been sug-

gested, and someone will be chosen later. 
“We have to have a wall to put it on first,” he said.
There was some discussion of  the legal aspects 

of  donated labor, with Lazo asking if  that would re-
quire paying prevailing wages. 

Jovan said the person owning the firm and direct 
family members don't fall under that law, but other 
staff  would. Such donated work couldn't be accepted 
after the project goes to bid, since its cost would al-
ready be included in those documents.

But Chief  Shane Woodson noted donated money 
and services do have to fall under state guidelines.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

The town has part-
nered with Harry 
Conover East Coast 
Sealcoating for the 
renovation. As of  this 

writing, Rydlak report-
ed that he had reached 
halfway in his goal to-
wards $5,000 between a 
GoFundMe campaign 
and other donations. He 
said he has been hum-
bled by the number of 

people who have made 
pledges to the project. 

“It feels great to have 
the support. I’m close to 
getting my Eagle done 
which it an amazing ac-
complishment. It feels 
great to have these peo-

ple behind me,” said Ry-
dlak.

The need for public 
donations is far from 
over. Rydlak still has a 
way to go to reach his 
full $5,000 goal and he 
will also be seeking pub-

lic donations of  nets, 
balls, paddles, and other 
equipment to kickstart 
an introductory pickle-
ball program at Charl-
ton Middle School. The 
court itself  it expected 
to hold a grand opening 

in August. Donations 
toward the cause can 
be made through Adam 
Rydlak’s campaign by 
searching “Eagle Scout 
Project: Pickleball 
Courts in Charlton” on 
GoFundMe.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
BAY PATH REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL 

HIGH SCHOOL
57 Old Muggett Hill Road, Charlton, MA  01507

(1) Part-Time Custodian Position
Immediate Opening

Second Shift, 3 ½ Hours 6:00 pm-9:30 pm
5 Days a week – Year Round- $ 23.80 per hour

Apply for this job online at 
https://www.schoolspring.com/jobdetail?jobId=4709129

On-Call Substitute Custodian (as needed)
Immediate Opening

    2nd Shift, Hourly Position, $16.91/per hour
Apply for this job online at

 https://www.schoolspring.com/jobdetail?jobId=4709199

Questions please contact Anthony Fulginiti 508-248-5971 x 1770
Application deadline: Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

An Equal Opportunity Employer.

Welders/Plate 
Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 
www.StonebridgePress.com

PICKLEBALL
continued from page 1

KENNEL
continued from page 1

council to renew the agree-
ment. He said the collabo-
rative “came in when asked 
when we needed help,” and 
assisted with running the vac-
cination center.

Hugo later said the pro-
gram to run such collabora-
tives is funded by $200 million 
in federal ARPA money, $52.6 
million from the CDC, and $15 
million a year from the state 
DPH. All of  its programs are 
paid by those grants, with 

nothing paid by the participat-
ing communities, he added.

Hugo was particularly not 
happy about the June meet-
ing, saying, “I was mortified. 
I've never seen a health direc-
tor spew more misinforma-
tion, disinformation and per-
sonal interpretation of  a grant 
in my life.” 

He was referring to Daniel 
Wasiuk but did not cite him by 
name, and noted he saw that 
meeting on video.

When contacted by email 
afterward, Wasiuk said he did 
not attend and had not yet seen 

the council meeting video, but 
applauded the council's siding 
with him. Referring to Hugo, 
he said, “I believe individuals 
like this have no respect for 
Southbridge and only seek to 
have their narrative met.....a 
narrative full of  erroneous in-
formation and lies. As I stated 
in the previous BOH meeting, 
these type of  collaboratives 
are nothing short of  a chance 
to control and manipulate, 
and their main purpose is to 
seek state money to fund their 
impotent endeavors.”

Hugo said he knows of  just 

two other towns seeking to 
withdraw from such collabo-
ratives, and believed both were 
because of  issues surround-
ing those directors. Hugo said 
one issue is that the state's 
workforce standards recently 
changed such that “your di-
rector does not qualify to be 
a director,” but he expects the 
state to grant Southbridge a 
waiver because he's already in 
the role. Hugo noted the goal 
is to expand the workforce, not 
cut people.

“This is the town we should 
be making a poster child for 

what this grant can do,” he 
said. To him, the town could 
benefit from the program's 
shared social worker to ad-
dress senior needs, housing, 
hoarding, nutrition, teen pre-
gancy and other issues, but 
that person has never been 
here.

“If  you don't think you do 
[have such issues], it's because 
you're not looking and you're 
not serving,” Hugo said.

 
Gus Steeves can be reached 

at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

COUNCIL
continued from page 1

SalmonPress.comwww.StonebridgePress.com
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

Listing Wanted!
Waterfront Properties!!

Condominiums!! 
Worcester County- 

Call for a Market Analysis

Jo-Ann Szymczak
 774-230-5044 

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

QUALIFYING HEROES: 
Firefighters, EMS, Law Enforcement, 

Military (Active , Reserve & Veterans), 
Healthcare Workers and Teachers

Diane Luong- “I was pleased to participate with
Rewarding these Heroes”

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

93 Haggerty Rd $659,900

8 Denfield $674,900

91 Blood Rd $499,900 18 Virginia Dr $434,900

*4 Br * 2.5 Baths 
* 1.37 acre * Spacious

* Well Maintained

*Central Air * 4 Bedroom
* 1.47 Acres

*Above Ground Pool
* Familyroom * Office

* 2.5 Baths
*Cabinet packed Kitchen 

 with Granite Counters & Center Island

* Opportunity * 3 Bedrooms
* 2.5 Baths •Needs Cosmetics
* 2 Car Garage •Fantastic Lot

*2 Car Garage * 2 Baths
*1300 sq. ft.

Hardwood Floors

CHARLTON- NEW LISTING

CHARLTON-
 Pristine Condition

CHARLTON-
Colonial

LEICESTER-
55+ Community

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SPRAWLING 2000 
SF RANCH HOME! 
1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN. Living 
room, dining room, 
kitchen with 7’ island, 
3 bedroom, 2 baths, 
Hardwood Floors! 
central air. garage 

$614,500

WEBSTER
17 BRODEUR AVENUE

4 Well Maintained & Updated 
Multi-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces... Located 
within the Central Core District 
of Downtown Southbridge!! 
Mixed Use Zoning !! Side by 
Side Buildings being sold as 
1 Package. Off-Street Parking 
spots. Heated Garage Space - 
Room for up to 18 Vehicles!!  
ALL Units Occupied  $ 1,300,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- 140 - 152 HAMILTON 
 New Listing!

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

Why 8 Benjamin Lane, Shrewsbury? This de-
lightfully quintessential Cape home will fulfill 
your needs & expectations! 2600sf +/-. 3 very 
appealing BRS!  2 Baths.  $820,000.

SHREWSBURY
8 BENJAMIN LANE

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

SORRY SOLD

WEBSTER - 10 NEW STREET
1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To Have & To Hold” this 2 
Family/Owner Occupied, Quality Built, Respectfully Maintained 
Two Family! This Magnificent Home was Built in 1941 & owned 
by the same family for 83+ Years. 2,688 sf of living area. 10 
Spacious Rooms!  2 BRs & 1 Bath Per Unit. Hallway w/custom 
staircase ~ Very Impressive! Hardwood floors! arched door-
ways! Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!                                    $499,900.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $695,000

Featured Listing! 

Featured New Listing! 

Home At Last!! Destina-
tion? 12 Surrey Lane! Fi-
nally ~ enjoy the simple life 
in this Affordable 5 Rm, 3 
BR, 1 BA, 1,008 SF+/- 
Ranch situated on almost 
an acre (0.77) of beautiful 
land in a neighborhood 
setting  $324,900.

WEBSTER - 12 SURREY LANE 

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



WORCESTER — This 
summer, Cornerstone 
Bank, a community 
bank with locations 
throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts, is hosting 
nine college students in 
its internship program. 
The goal is to provide 
them with hands-on ex-
perience that comple-
ments their studies and 
allows them to explore 
career opportunities and 
begin to build a profes-
sional network. 

“We are committed to 
providing these bright 
students with solid 
work experience that 

integrates what they 
learn in the classroom 
with real-life experi-
ences in a professional 
setting,” said Corner-
stone Bank CEO Todd 
Tallman. “They gain 
valuable skills, work on 
meaningful projects and 
make professional con-
nections. We also benefit 
from their enthusiasm 
and perspectives, so it’s 
a win-win situation.”

This year’s group of 
interns includes:

Investment Services 
Intern Jack Gaudette 
from Sturbridge attends 
Elon University in North 

Carolina.
Retail Intern Zach 

Hebert from Dudley at-
tends Nichols College in 
Dudley.

Commercial Lending 
Intern Collin Heenan 
from Holden attends 
Worcester State Univer-
sity. 

Community Relations 
Intern Reese Levansav-
ich from Auburn attends 
Saint Anslem College in 
New Hampshire.

Investment Services 
Intern Will Pieczynski 
from Fiskdale attends 
Villanova University in 
Pennsylvania.

MIS (IT) Intern Sam 
Quink from Sturbridge 
attends the Rochester In-
stitute of  Technology in 
New York.

Facilities Intern Jack 
Seery from Brookfield 
attends the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

Community Relations 
Intern Kevin Skagerlind 
from Holden attends the 
University of  Massachu-
setts Amherst.

Learning and Devel-
opment Intern Bella 
Smith from Sutton at-
tends Assumption Uni-
versity in Worcester.

The Cornerstone 
interns attend an ori-
entation on their first 
day before joining their 
respective departments 
and have regular check-
ins to ensure they are 
getting what they want 
out of  their experiences. 
The students also have 
opportunities to engage 
in community support 
efforts, attend Corner-
stone Bank events and 
network with each other.

“At the end of  the 
summer, we ask them 
to reflect on their time 

with us and provide 
feedback,” said Tall-
man. “This allows us to 
continue to refine the 
internship program to 
make sure we are pro-
viding truly valuable ex-
periences.”  

Cornerstone’s intern-
ship program started in 
2021 and is open to both 
high school and college 
students. It offers both 
part-time and full-time in-
ternships, with most stu-
dents choosing to intern 
for 38 hours per week. 
Each intern goes through 
an interview process so 
that they can be placed 
into the department that 
best aligns with their 
goals and interests. All 
interns are paid and are 
eligible to get school cred-
it upon completion of  the 
program. 

About Cornerstone 
Bank

Cornerstone Bank 
was formed in 2017, 
born of  a long history 
of  supporting the com-
munity, and providing 
a strong foundation to 
help people and busi-

nesses thrive. Serving 
Worcester County, Mas-
sachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence 
and community-based 
banking model enables 
a unique ability to deliv-
er outstanding service, 
with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides 
the highest level of  ser-
vice and expertise for 
individuals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities, through 
a broad range of  deposit 
and loan products, and 
services. Built on Trust 
is not just a tagline, but 
also one of  our guid-
ing corporate values. 
Whether a business or 
personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands on 
the foundation that re-
lationships are built on 
trust. To learn about 
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please 
visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Saturday & Sunday, August 10th & 11th!

Local students gaining real-world experience with 
summer internships at Cornerstone Bank 

Courtesy

Pictured left to right: Bella Smith, Reese Levansavich, Collin Heenan, Zach Hebert, Kevin Skagerlind, Will Pieczynski, Jack Seery, Sam Quink and Jack Gaudette.
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