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Spencer
renews talks
about
government
format

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — Efforts have renewed to examine Spencer’s
government format potentially bringing the first updates to
the document in 30 years, although the process remains a
slow and steady one.

The Spencer Board of Selectmen had previously debat-
ed examining the Spencer Governmental Act, which was
established and approved by the state legislature in 1998
setting up the government format the town employes today.
In September, the board established plans to meet with legal
counsel but had not held major discussions regarding the
process, leaving the project at a minor standstill.

While the project has not been ignored, board chair Gary
‘Woodbury made another push to keep the review as a major
priority for the town bringing it back to the forefront of
discussions at the board’s Oct. 26 meeting.

“I think it’s a good idea to look at it. There may be revi-
sions that need to be done,” Woodbury said. “I think a lot
of that is imperative to what we’re trying to do, and that’s to
bring everything up to date and make any revisions. What
was good in 1998 — here we are in 2026 almost 30 years
later, and I think it needs to be looked at. It could very well
not need anything, but if we don’t look at it, we’re not doing
our due diligence.”

The idea of putting together a working group to lead
the review also resurfaced and selectmen charged Town
Manager Jeff Bridges with creating a charge statement
that could be reviewed at a future meeting. Bridges also
reiterated that the town’s legal counsel should be brought
in to discuss the different processes for review and possible
amendments.

While there has been no recommendation or indication
that Spencer will inevitably change its government format,
any change to the language of the document would require
an act by the state legislature which is often a lengthy
process. One possible change already discussed is moving
from a legislative act to a town charter system which codi-
fies the town’s government format in local bylaws, making
them easier to amend. Another possibility brought up in
past meetings was examining the current need for a super-
majority for approval.

The charge of the working group would be to examine
what, if any, changes like these may be necessary to bring
Spencer’s government format up to date with modern times.
As the process is still in its infancy, a timeline has yet to be
established.
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The halls of Leicester Elementary School were teeming with ghosts, goblins, ghouls, and superheroes Friday, Oct. 30 as stu-
dents and staff celebrated Halloween in costume. Photo courtesy of the school’s Facebook page.
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Spencer community prepares for
holiday fairs, Scout fundraiser

SPENCER — The holi-
day season is approaching,
and several local organiza-
tions are preparing to wel-
come residents for a series
of community events,
including craft fairs, a spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser and
a Christmas faire.

The festivities begin
Saturday, Nov. 7, with
the annual craft fair at the
Spencer Senior Center,
located at 68 Maple St. The
event will run from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., offering residents
an opportunity to get an
early start on their holiday
shopping while supporting
a local community tradi-
tion.

Later that evening, Boy
Scout Troop 116 will host
a spaghetti dinner fundrais-
er at Mary Queen of the
Rosary parish hall from 5
to 8 p.m.

Tickets will be available
at the door for $10 per per-
son, with a discounted price
of $8 for children younger
than 8. The dinner provides
an opportunity for resi-
dents to enjoy a meal while
supporting the local Scout
troop and its activities.

Looking ahead to
December, Mary Queen
of the Rosary Parish is
preparing for its annual
Christmas Faire, scheduled
for Saturday, Dec. 5, from 8

Nativities From Around the World exhibit

<
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3-6.

The four-day event will
take place at the church,
located at 108 New
Braintree Road (Route 67),
approximately 2.2 miles
north of North Brookfield
Town Center. Admission is
free, and the public is wel-

BROOKFIELD — The
Christmas season will be
celebrated with an interna-
tional perspective when the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints hosts its
“Nativities From Around
the World” exhibit Dec.

returns to North Brookfi

eld
5

come to attend.

The exhibit will feature
Nativity scenes represent-
ing Christmas traditions
from around the world,
offering visitors an opportu-
nity to appreciate different
artistic and cultural inter-
pretations of the birth of

Dec. 3-6

Jesus Christ.

The event will be open
Thursday, Dec. 3, from 4 to
8 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 4, from
4 to 6 p.m.; Saturday, Dec.
5, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m;
and Sunday, Dec. 6, from
12:30 to 6 p.m.

A special musical perfor-
mance by the Weir River
Concert Band is scheduled
for Friday, Dec. 4,at 6 p.m.,
with refreshments to follow.
The concert will provide an
additional opportunity for
visitors to enjoy the holiday
season through music and
fellowship.

The exhibit is open to
individuals and families
throughout the surround-
ing communities, with no
admission charge.

For more information
about “Nativities From
Around the World,” contact
508-246-5887.

a.m.to 2 p.m.

Organizers are seeking
donations to help make
this year’s event a success.
Gently used Christmas

ornaments, holiday deco-
rations and themed raffle
baskets are among the items
being requested.
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Spencer selectmen
support firefighter
and EMS unions

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The Spencer Board of Selectmen has
approved the unionization of both the town’s firefighters
and EMS personnel.

On Oct. 13, representatives of both the fire department
and the International Association of Fire Fighters met with
selectmen to seek support for the voluntary unionization
of the fire district. Selectmen tabled the matter to consult
legal counsel, but only a few weeks later, on Oct. 26, they
unanimously approved the request.

The board approved two motions: the voluntary recog-
nition of the Spencer Firefighters Union and the Spencer
Emergency Medical Services Union, respectively. Both
unions will serve under unified representation in negotiat-
ing with the town.

Despite the unanimous approval, at least one board
member was frustrated by the request. Board Chair Gary
E. Woodbury said the sudden unionization of the fire
and EMS caught people off guard after the town voted to
support maintaining several firefighters and absorbing the
Spencer Rescue Squad over the last year.

“This town stood up and passed an override of $368,000
and change to keep four firefighters. I talked to several
elderly people in town who are struggling to get through
who actually voted for this, and they’re a little disconcert-
ed about what’s going on. The other thing we did was we
held on to the Spencer Rescue Squad and took them on,”
said Woodbury. “We all got behind it. We took on those
employees, held all their vacation time, and also gave them
a retirement plan they didn’t have.”

Woodbury admitted he was frustrated by the develop-
ment and wanted his statements on the record but left it at
that choosing to side with the rest of the board for a unified
decision.

It was stated at the Board of Selectmen’s Oct. 13 meet-
ing by union representatives that the decision to unionize
was not made due to any conflict or disagreement with the
town, but rather to provide a collective voice for future
negotiations.

The unions will represent a combined 19 individuals
between the fire department and EMS.
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Spencer Exchange Club to present
18 Under 18 Youth Leadership awards

SPENCER — For the
sixth consecutive year,
the Exchange Club of
Spencer will in November
announce the recipients of
their 18 Under 18 awards
to those under the age
of 18 who reside in the
towns Spencer or East
Brookfield. The Exchange
Club membership has
annually been made aware
of young men and women
whose impact on their

communities may have
gone unnoticed. They are
not necessarily the highest
academic achievers, star
athlete or the most popular
among their peers. They
are those unassuming
young adults who demon-
strate attributes of leader-
ship, passion, a caring and
supportive nature, selfless-
ness and citizenship. They
are making a difference to
others and their commu-

nities.
The Exchange Club
has acknowledged and

awarded nearly 100 young
adults with the 18 Under
18 award over the past
five years who were nom-
inated by their teachers,
employers, school coun-
selors or others who felt
they made a difference in
their communities. Award
recipients were recog-

nized with citations and
presented with monetary
awards. This year’s award
ceremony will be held
during a Worcester Railers
game at the DCU Center
in Worcester on Sunday,
Nov. 22.

The Exchange Club
membership is purposeful-
ly invested in the present
and future of the Spencer
and East Brookfield com-
munities. They wish to

highlight the innate tal-
ents that our youth exhibit
unselfishly every day in
what sometimes seems
like the simplest of actions
of caring and the ability
to relate to others. They
believe that curiosity, ana-
lytical thinking, depend-
ability and a strong work
ethic make the greatest
difference where we all
live, work and play. The
club’s vision of the future

is that these young men
and women will carry on
the Exchange’s mission of
“Unity for Service.”

Application and nom-
ination forms may be
accessed on the Facebook
pages of the Spencer
Exchange Club, Spencer
Bulletin Board or atwww.
spencerexchangeclub.org.
Sponsorship forms may
also be accessed at those
locations.

Open poetry reading series coming to
Merriam-Gilbert Library

complement it with a poem by an estab-

WEST BROOKFIELD — Local poets,
readers and lovers of the written word
will have a new opportunity to share their
favorites when the Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library hosts “One Poem,” an open poetry

lished, published writer. Selections can
range widely, from Shakespeare and Anne
Bradstreet to Charles Bukowski, William
Butler Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne Rich and
contemporary poets.

reading series beginning in September.
The program is designed to provide a
welcoming venue for writers to share their
own poetry while introducing participants
to the work of other published poets.
For each original poem a participant

Participants do not need to be poets
themselves. Those
without  original
work are welcome to
read favorite poems
by published writ-
ers, while commu-

nity members who would rather listen are
equally encouraged to attend.

Readings will take place in round-rob-
in fashion, with participants sharing no
more than two poems during each turn.
The number of opportunities each person
has to read will depend upon attendance.

Music & Movement

Organizers ask participants to avoid partic-

ularly lengthy selections so everyone has

an opportunity to take part.

The series is intended to foster a creative
community of writers and readers while
exposing participants to poets and styles

they might not otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run from September
through May, generally on the third
Thursday of each month from 4 to 6 p.m.
Some dates may be adjusted because of
holidays.

reads, organizers ask that the reader

1. Spiritual leaders

7. Containing salt

13. Fortified wine

14. Edible mollusk

16. Blood type

17. Make a comparison
19. Government lawyer
20.
22, §th month of the year (abbr.)
23, Very willing

25. _ ex machina

26, Satisfies

28. New Zealand mountain

29, A doctrine

30. Popular Dodge truck model
31. Dekagram

34, Company higher-up
36. Villains
38. Cricket frog genus

CLUES DOWN

1. Animal disease
2. Commercial

3. Craft supplies
4. Containers

8. Acquired brain injury

12. In a way, pleased
13. Messianic figure in Islam

30. Start anew
32. Wild flower

“Game of Thrones™ actor Ciaran

33. Naturally occurring solid material 65.

40. Influential early psychologist

41. Endured

43. Servant

44. You can get stuck in one
45, and feather

47. Passive optical network
48. French ballet dynasty
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51. Employee stock ownership plan

53. Forming a bottom layer
55. Sound

56. Yankees slugger Judge
58. Dickens character

59. Beloved late sportscaster Craig
60. “The Mount Rushmore State”

61. Sarcastic and critical
64. Atomic #79

67. Humor
69. Shawl

Longtime Atlanta Braves pitcher

70. Preliminary assessment of patients

35. Fourteen

37. Graphical user interface
38. Facing the same way
39. Campaigns

5. A way to save for your golden years  42. Touch lightly
6. Common Arabic greeting 43, “Boardwalk Empire” actress
7. Bulged downward Gretchen

46. Violent seizure of property

9. Lay about 47. One who supports the Pope
10. Intestinal 49, Malaise
11. Not yes 50. Body fluid

52. Inauthentic person
54. Title of respect

15. Resulting from intense conviction 55. Moth genus

18. Not in 57. Central Japan city
21. Number above the line in a fraction  59. Silk garment

24. Lawn pest 62. Draw from

26. Pouch 63. Automobile

27. Ancient language (abbr.) 66. A male

68. Powerful government lawyer

program returns to
Merrick Public Library

BROOKFIELD — The Merrick Public Library is once again
inviting young children and their families to enjoy music, danc-
ing and interactive fun with the return of its popular Music &
Movement with Julie program.

The program takes place Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m., and is rec-
ommended for children from birth to age five.

Led by Julie, the weekly sessions feature familiar children’s
songs, stretching, movement, singing and dancing. The activities
are designed to provide an entertaining experience while helping
young children develop important early literacy skills through
music and rhythm.

Music and movement activities can help children build listening
skills, recognize patterns and sounds, develop coordination and
become more comfortable expressing themselves. Singing familiar
songs also provides opportunities for children to develop language
skills while interacting with other youngsters and their caregivers.

The program offers families an opportunity to introduce their
youngest children to the library in a relaxed, welcoming setting
while encouraging a lifelong interest in learning.

Music & Movement with Julie is free and open to the public,
and no advance registration is required. Parents and caregivers
are encouraged to bring their little ones for a morning of songs,
dancing and fun.

For more information about the program and other library activ-
ities, contact the Merrick Public Library in Brookfield.

WEEKLY POLICE
BLOTTER

Spencer

The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests
during the week of Oct. 21-27.

Brian Jose Diaz, age 25, of Spencer was arrested on Oct. 24 for
Operating Under the Influence (Liquor).

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests
during the week of Oct. 22-28.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 24 for Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle and a Number Plate Violation.

Joseph Frank Shivick, age 44, of Rochdale was arrested on Oct.
25 in connection with a straight warrant.

Raphael Jude Kamga Foko, age 25, of Worcester was arrested on
Oct. 27 in connection with a straight warrant.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 27 for Shoplifting By
Asportation.
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Programs will be held in the upstairs
meeting room at the Merriam-Gilbert
Public Library on Main Street in West
Brookfield. The meeting room is accessible
by elevator.

The series is open to the Central
Massachusetts community.

“Come: read, listen, learn, savor,” orga-
nizers invite participants.

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

NONE

EAST BROOKFIELD

$345,000,120 Blaine Ave, Buzzell,
Timothy H, and Buzzell, Amy, to Herlihy,
Ryan, and Herlihy, Dawn.

LEICESTER

$625,000, 43 Salminen Dr, Smith,
Ronald W, and Smith, Linda J, to
Levesque, Brien, and Levesque, Lynn.

$610,000, 11 Hyland Ave, Lavin,
Joseph P, and Lavin, Deborah, to
Chamcho, Brian, and Chamcho,
Angelliese.

$575,000, 202 Baldwin St, Pike,
Melissa, to Raynaud, Carline, and
Raynaud, Ralph.

$260,000, 1080 Stafford St, Hanlon,
James E, and Hanlon, Karen A, to 1080
Stafford Street LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$799,000, 4-B Mccarthy Rd, R J &
Danielle M Hill Ret, and Hill, Richard
J, to Davis, Richard Henry, and Davis,
Ruth Ann.

$376,500, 82 Walnut St, Bator, Bradley
T, and Newkirk, Rachel E, to Carr,
Jeffrey, and Carr, Michelle.

SPENCER

$685,000, 51 Cherry St, Judith D
Lamoureux Irt, and Lamoureux, Richard
J, to Short, Raymond.

$515,000, 10 Lyford Rd, Gomes,
Corey, and Gomes, Stacey, to Bond,
David, and Bond, Lee Anne N.

$475,000, 10 Ethier Dr, Dulmaine,
Jeanne M, and Dulmaine, William E, to
Dulmaine, Christopher M.

$470,000, 12 Oak Ln, Renard, Tammy
Ltatro, to Spillane, Kevin G.

$325,000, 80 Meadow Rd, Kenward,
Karen A, and Kenward, Douglas N, to
Zingarella, Melissa Leigh.

$320,000, 26 Elm St, Cassvant John F
Est, and Caffarena, Dianna J, to Foster
Virtual Sves LLC.

WARREN

$430,000, 215 Sarty Rd, Locke,
Christine, to Sheldon, Wayne Rodney,
and Sheldon, Jo Ann Milas.

$390,000, 777 Coy Hill Rd, Spain
Frederick G Est, and Spain, Elizabeth K,
to Russo, Ashley Kavangh, and Russo,
Albert J.

$200,000, 29 River St, Zahiri, Joe, to
Lavalley Jr, Joseph Bruce.

WARREN CORRECTION

$365,000, Lot 23 on Southbridge Road,
Laska Philomena J Est, and Plankey,
Nancy, to A J Realty Group LLC.

$55,000, Lot 22 on Southbridge Road,
Plankey, Nancy, to A J Realty Group
LLC

WEST BROOKFIELD

$285,000, 6 N Main St, Fieldfarm
LLC, to Morrison Properties LLC.
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Brookfield groups present new films
on New England Indigenous cultures

BROOKFIELD — The
Friends of the Merrick Public
Library and The Friends of
Brookfield will present “New
England’s Hidden Landscapes:
Acknowledging and Incorporating
Our Indigenous Cultures” on
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 1 to 3 p.m.
in the sanctuary of the Brookfield
Congregational ~ Church, 8
Common St., Brookfield. The
program is free and open to the
public. It is the latest in the Robert
Wilder Memorial Presentation
series, begun in 2023.

The program features two
new films by T.W. (Ted) Timreck,
a Peabody Award—winning doc-
umentary filmmaker known
for his biographies of Thomas
Eakins, the sculptor Augustus
Saint-Gaudens, Frederick Law
Olmsted (designer of New York’s
Central Park), and the composer
Charles Ives, among many others,
including a series of contempo-
rary interviews for the Kennedy
Center. Timreck’s films have been
featured on PBS and other net-

tion to his work in biographical
films, Timreck is known for his
anthropological documentaries on
prehistoric civilizations in North
America, including the widely
viewed “The Mystery of the Lost
Red Paint People,” a special on
the Viking explorations to North
America produced for NOVA,
and the current series “Hidden
Landscapes.” Timreck has been
affiliated with the Smithsonian
for more than four decades and is
a Research Associate of its Arctic
Studies Center.

The first film, the hour-
long “Acton,” premieres in Acton,
Massachusetts, on Tuesday, Nov.
10, 2026, sponsored there by the
Friends of Pine Hawk. The film
continues Timreck’s “Hidden
Landscapes” series and highlights
new developments in the discov-
ery of Native American ceremo-
nial landscapes in the Northeast.
Collaborating with archaeolo-
gists and tribal representatives,
Timreck presents multiple lines
of evidence for early migrations;

markers; and astronomical and
cultural sophistication, suggesting
that New England’s Indigenous
cultures are far older and more
complex than popularly believed.
Rather than offering definitive
conclusions, the film points to
promising directions for further
investigation.

In the second film, the
20-minute  “Crossroads New
Lebanon,” Timreck, recently
appointed Town Historian of New
Lebanon, N.Y., proposes a vision
for the town’s economic future
built on its heritage of Indigenous
knowledge and culture.

This memorial series
honors the work and memory
of Robert (Bob) Wilder (1933
2015), a Brookfield resident,
author, historian, cartographer,
Old Sturbridge Village interpreter,
U.S. Marine Corps veteran and,
for twenty-five years, an aero-
space engineer.

“Bob Wilder’s dedication to
studying and teaching history
inspired many of us to continue his

be forgotten,” said Dan Hamilton,
actor and Emmy-winning direc-
tor, who helps present the series.
“We hope these presentations will
remind us of Brookfield’s place in
early America, and of its signifi-
cance as home to Native people
who have lived here for thousands

of years. I think the Town of
Brookfield, which is also facing
questions of how best to honor its
own Indigenous sites and cultures,
could profit from the examples
shown in these films.”

Todd _A Ethier
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to host Fraud Squad
gresentation Nov. 17

IELD — The Brookfield
Council on Aging will welcome back the
Fraud Squad for an informative and enter-
taining presentation aimed at helping older
adults recognize scams and protect them-
selves from fraud.
The program will take place Tuesday,
Nov. 17, at 10:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall

Spencer
Exchange
Club hosting
Fall Food
Fest Nov. 14

SPENCER — As the cozy sweater weather
arrives, the Spencer Exchange Club invites
you to enjoy a delightful evening at their annu-
al Fall Food Festival on Saturday, November
14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Spencer Country
Inn! Come and enjoy a variety of delicious
food, wine tastings and much more, all pre-
pared by talented local chefs and businesses.

This year’s participants include Yamato
Asian Bistro, 308 Lakeside, Black & White
Grille, Uncle Sam’s Pizza, The Clambox,
Savage Smash Burgers & Brews, Savage
Wraps, Savage Catering, The Goods Bakery
& Café, Timberyard Brewing Company,
Spencer Country Inn, Tijuana Bar & Grill,
Hardwick Winery, Rapscallion Brewery &
Taproom.

All proceeds from this event will benefit
the Exchange Club’s civic service fund that
supports the Mary, Queen of the Rosary
Food Pantry, Warm Coats for Spencer East
Brookfield school children, sponsorship of
area youth sports programs and facilities,
support for local scouting groups and many
other local, worthwhile projects.

Tickets are priced at $35 per person and
may be purchased at Uncle Sam’s Pizza,
Savage Smash Burgers & Brews or from any
Exchange Club member.

The Exchange Club of Spencer is a group
of volunteers dedicated to making our com-
munity a better place
to live while building
leadership and team-

Novena to St. Jude
St. Jude, glorious Apostle,
faithful servant and friend of

work skills for its [ Jesus, the name of the traitor
has caused you to be for-
members. gotten by many, but the true

Church invokes you univer-

The event is sally as the Patron of things
despaired of; pray for me,

proudly Sp onsored who am so miserable, pray for
by Cornerstone | me, that finally | may receive
. the consolations and the

Bank. Servmg succor of Heaven in all my ne-
Worcester County cessities, particularly (make
’ request), and that | may bless

Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s
local presence and
community-based

God with the Elect throughout
Eternity. Amen. (repeat each
day sincerely until granted;
publish as granted.)
Thank you St. Jude for
answered prayers. BC

of Brookfield Congregational Church, locat-
ed at 8 Front St.

Returning by popular demand, the Fraud
Squad features senior volunteers who bring
real-life scams to the stage through live
performances. The presentation is designed
to demonstrate how scammers operate, the
tactics they use to pressure potential vic-
tims and the warning signs that can help
people recognize fraudulent schemes before
becoming victims.

As scams become increasingly sophisti-
cated, the program emphasizes the impor-
tance of staying informed and knowing
when to question suspicious requests.
Through realistic scenarios, participants
will learn how fraudulent situations unfold
and how to respond when confronted with
high-pressure tactics.

The presentation aims to help older adults
feel more confident identifying potential
scams and saying no to suspicious offers or
demands.

The Brookfield Council on Aging invites
area seniors to attend the program and
learn practical ways to safeguard themselves
against fraud.

The presentation will be held Tuesday,
Nov. 17, at 10:30 a.m. at Brookfield
Congregational Church, 8 Front St.

work. He worried history would

Brookfield Council on Aging

SCREEN ROOMS

-~

PEFIN
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FALL
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

"

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

10-15-20 Yd.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

—
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Fully Insured

=

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

MEET LUCKY!
Animal ID

61888612

Species  Cat
Breed Domestic
Shorthair/Mix

Age 5 years 3

months 19 days
Gender  Madle
Size Medium
Color Black/Brown
Spayed/Neutered
Declawed No

ke Second Chance Animal Services
3 www.secondchanceanimals.org [
'*¥ East Brookfield, MA  508-867-5525

Leicester
Veterinary
Clinic, LLC

A W
.I i
¥ e A

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524
P:508-892-9181 ¢« F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com

Wellness exams e Vaccinations ¢ Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry e Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
¢ Pharmacy
o Prescription diets Hills, Royal Ganin
¢ Domestic health certificates and much more!

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

banking model
enables a unique
ability to deliver out-
standing service, with
a personal touch.
Cornerstone provides
the highest level of
service and exper-
tise for individuals,
businesses, and com-
munity organizations
with branch locations
throughout Central
Massachusetts.

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs ¢Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps « Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

Jasiah
Age 5
Registration #9543

Child # 4

LA P o o

Jasiah is a sweet, silly, and re-
silient boy who brings lots of en-
ergy and fun wherever he goes!
He loves staying active and en-
joys playing soccer and basket-
ball, running around, and swing-
ing on the swings. Whether he’s
playing outside or finding a new
way to have fun, Jasiah loves
keeping busy. When it’s time to
slow down, he enjoys playing
card games like Uno and Go
Fish. He is also a big superhero
fan, especially Spider-Man, and
loves pretending to be an action
hero. One of his favorite moves
is flipping onto his beanbag! Ja-
siah attends elementary school

and enjoys going each day. With his playful personality and love of both
active games and quieter activities, Jasiah has lots of fun interests to share

with others.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/62513655906
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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EDITORIAL

A good government
should never

be afraid of a

second look

Nearly 30 years is a long time for any
document to go without a thorough review,
particularly one that determines how a com-
munity governs itself.

That is why the Spencer Board of
Selectmen is right to revisit the Spencer
Governmental Act, the legislation approved
in 1998 that established the framework for
the town’s current government.

The discussion is still in its early stages,
and there is no indication that sweeping
changes are necessary or even desirable.
But taking the time to examine whether the
existing system continues to serve residents
effectively is a worthwhile exercise.

Communities change over the decades.
Their populations evolve, municipal respon-
sibilities grow, technology transforms the
way public business is conducted, and expec-
tations for efficiency and accountability
increase. A government structure that worked
well in 1998 may still be perfectly appropri-
ate in 2026, but that should be determined
through careful examination rather than
assumption. Board Chair Gary Woodbury
made that point during the Oct. 26 select-
men’s meeting when he encouraged his col-
leagues to keep the review moving forward.
His argument was not that the current system
is broken, but that the town has a responsibil-
ity to make sure it remains suitable.

Too often, discussions about changing
government structures become unnecessarily
contentious. Residents may worry that famil-
iar institutions will disappear, that authority
will shift away from voters or that changes
are being proposed to benefit particular offi-
cials. Those concerns deserve to be heard,
but they should not prevent a community
from asking reasonable questions about how
its government operates. The first step should
be understanding exactly what the current
legislation requires, what flexibility it pro-
vides and where it may create unnecessary
obstacles. That is why involving legal coun-
sel early in the process makes sense.

Establishing a working group could also
provide an opportunity for a broader discus-
sion, particularly if its membership includes
residents with different experiences and per-
spectives. Such a group should have a clearly
defined mission. Its responsibility should be
to examine the existing structure, identify
potential areas for improvement and explain
the advantages and disadvantages of any
proposed changes. It should not begin with
the assumption that a particular outcome has
already been decided.

Among the possibilities mentioned in pre-
vious discussions is whether Spencer should
consider moving toward a town charter sys-
tem that could provide greater flexibility for
future amendments. Questions surrounding
supermajority voting requirements have also
been raised.

These are significant issues. Changes to
voting thresholds, the distribution of author-
ity or the procedures for amending govern-
ment rules can have lasting consequences.
They deserve more than a quick discussion
at a selectmen’s meeting.

Equally important is recognizing that not
every provision needs to be changed sim-
ply because it is old. Stability has value in
municipal government. Residents and offi-
cials benefit from established procedures,
clear responsibilities and a system they
understand. The goal should be improvement
where improvement is warranted, not change
for its own sake.

There is also no reason to rush the pro-
cess. Because amendments to the existing
governmental act would require legislative
action, any recommendations must be care-
fully considered and properly developed.
Still, patience should not become an excuse
for indefinite delay. Once a working group
is established, reasonable milestones and
opportunities for public input would help
keep the effort moving.

Spencer residents should have a meaning-
ful opportunity to understand what is being
examined, ask questions and express their
opinions before any major recommendations
advance.

Ultimately, the strength of local govern-
ment is not measured by how frequently its
structure changes. It is measured by how well
that structure serves the people who depend
on it. A review may reveal several opportu-
nities for improvement. It may produce only
modest recommendations. It may even con-
clude that the existing framework remains
the best choice. Any of those outcomes
would be worthwhile if reached through an
open, thoughtful and informed process.

After nearly three decades, Spencer’s
governmental framework deserves a care-
ful second look. The community deserves
to know that its system of government is
being maintained with the same attention and
care expected of every other important town
responsibility.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank you for a wonderful, relatable column

To the Editor:

This is for “Charles,” who writes
your “Lanterns Along Main Street” col-
umns.

I don’t know how you manage
to come up with these close-to-home
topics every week that I can relate to so
well! And you have a wonderful way of
describing the minutiae of whatever sub-

ject is at hand. Wonderful stuff! Please
keep writing. Perhaps some day, these
columns can be put into book form!
Thank you to this newspaper for
printing these entertaining columns, and
for giving me the opportunity to give you
this reader’s feedback.
NANcY J. NOwAK
SPENCER

Priorities

To the Editor:

By the time you read this, the midterm
elections should be decided and, if the
polls are correct, the Democrats have
made substantial gains.

The bad news is, these gains will not
be realized until 2027, and the man/baby,
who keeps bragging about passing tests
that I can only assume are given suspect-
ing he is suffering some form of demen-
tia, will continue to enjoy no push back
from the intended co-equal branches. He
has already that we can do nothing about
many bad things he does, because he can.
Knowing that this empowerment will end
abruptly in January, I think we can all
count on him delivering a something less
than joyous holiday season.

In addition to likely ramping up the
war he promised we would not have,
and which will get defunded as soon as
the new speaker puts it on the floor. His
penalty taxes on us for buying foreign
goods, will also be re-claimed as levy of
tariffs being the job description of things
the house of representatives does, along
with the entire purse. When the courts
threw out the ludicrous lawsuit where the
DOJ settled of $177.6 billion, planned to
be used to reward the Jan. 6 thugs, he was
unable to pardon not winning in 2020 ,
but did day one this time, and needing
to rethink how to reward the people he
transported and housed for Jan. 6, they
will now individually sue us and Trumps
man Blanche, will settle those claims
using millions of our tax dollars and rush
them through before the new congress
is seated. Even as we are being outra-
geously priced out of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, I think the coming
two months we may witness purchases
and spending levels unrivaled in history,
and actions that will not pass the smell
test of a lame duck congress.

Kegsbreath is already a lame duck,
which is why little Mikey sent everyone
home. If Dems do not have the numbers,
I hope some GOP patriots will step up to
save their party and our nation. If they
do not, the election in two years, will be
known as the elephant graveyard. I grew
up liking Ike, in a conservative wasp
family.

I have always worked for what I got,
and two thirds of my career, long hours.

My second retail boss took me to the
storefront, when I asked my hours. He
showed me that they were posted on the
front doors. It was while working that
60-hour-a-week job and stopping at the
all-night market to buy a few grocer-
ies, standing behind two baskets full of
junk food and steaks, paid for with food
stamps, that I realized life is not fair. It
would take a full page of this paper to
cover the revisions that I think should be
changed, starting with the 250-year-old
document written for 13 colonies, up
to the ludicrous mess we have created
since..

Grouping Social Security, with other
charity entitlements, insults our intelli-
gence. Having invested in FICA the entire
55 years I worked, I feel entitled to my
retirement fund. I am hearing that Social
Security is going broke. Incarcerating the
illegals who were paying in, but could
not collect it, transitioning to expensive
incarceration won’t help, but removing
the cap that has billionaires who derive
their sustenance from our citizens, paying
off their entire FICA on the first day of
the year, increasingly brings to mind the
French citizen red hats, who dragged out
the royals and wealthy to the guillotine.
Starving freezing people are harder to
appease with rhetoric.

When we arrive at January, impeach-
ment should be off the table. Only Article
II, Section #4 makes sense. Replacing the
guy taking constant cognition tests with
the guy supporting him, is nutso. Fire
the whole circus. RFK restored measles,
Marco sent real estate speculators as
diplomats, McMahon wants to eliminate
the department she “runs,” at least one
more Epstein friend, Kegsbreath, is firing
all the brass smarter than him, which
has been many, and he is absolutely a
war criminal [maybe Musk too}. The
criminal investigations will yield far mor
convictions then the current charade and
crap show.

Let’s hope the exterior decorator can be
corralled before any mor of our heritage
monuments are destroyed and replaced
with one man’s whims. Let’s pass the
Trump Act in his honor, removing presi-
dential immunity.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Whatever happened to
a little mystery?

I was thinking
the other day about LANTERNS
how much we ALONG
know about every-
body else’s business MaIN
these days, whether STREET
we want to or not. = =————————
There was a time By CHARLES

when you could go
a whole week with-
out knowing what your
neighbor had for supper,
where your cousin went
on vacation, or what some
fellow you haven’t seen
since high school thinks
about the price of eggs.
Now all that information
is available before you’ve

college.

finished
morning coffee.
And apparently,
we’re supposed
to be interested.

Don’t get me
wrong. I enjoy
hearing from old
friends, and I'm
glad there’s a
way to keep up with peo-
ple who live far away. It’s a
wonderful thing to see pic-
tures of a new grandchild
or hear that somebody’s
daughter graduated from

But somewhere along
the way, we seem to have

your decided that every moment
of our lives needs an audi-
ence. I don’t quite under-
stand it.

The other day, I saw
somebody announce on
the Internet that they were
heading out to buy grocer-
ies. Not that they’d found
some extraordinary bar-
gain or discovered a new
store. They were simply
going grocery shopping.
A little while later came
another announcement.
They’d arrived. Then a pic-
ture of the shopping cart.
And finally, a report that

Turn To LANTERNS pagc AS

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone num-
ber for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the author’s
name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted without all of
the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our
requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for
any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

The questions
that come
after you’ve
built your
wealth

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Preserving wealth requires asking dif-
ferent questions from the ones that built
it. Once you’ve accumulated meaning-
ful assets, the focus shifts from growth
alone toward stewardship — keeping what
you’ve built, directing it purposefully and
making sure it continues to serve the people
and causes that matter most to you.

The most important conversations often
have little to do with investments. How
wealth moves through a family, and what
it carries with it, can matter just as much as
asset allocation. How do you want future
generations to steward family wealth? What
values do you hope to pass on alongside
financial assets? These are deeply personal
questions, and the answers shape more than
a balance sheet. They shape a family’s story
for generations to come.

Your needs at this stage run the gamut,
spanning family and legacy, taxes and
trusts, and access to specialized invest-
ments and services. Few of these decisions
exist in isolation. A charitable gift may
shape your tax strategy. A trust review may
influence your estate plan. The sale of a
business or a concentrated stock position
may create new opportunities and new
risks. One choice ripples into the next,
and the connections between them create
complexities that often require professional
expertise to manage appropriately.

You may need guidance that spans mul-
tiple disciplines. Executive compensation
rules, business succession structures, and
charitable trust strategies each carry their
own complexities.

Then there is the element of change. The
sale of a business, an inheritance or retire-
ment often brings a rush of decisions, and
the options can feel overwhelming. Choices
multiply, and the window to make a deci-
sion can be narrow.

Family dynamics can add another layer
of complexity, particularly when wealth
is tied to a farm, ranch, family business,
or other shared asset that not all heirs will
manage in the same way.

Whether your goal is early retirement or
a more traditional path, a financial advisor
can help you with a plan for your goals and
the path ahead.

The opportunities that come with wealth
are often accompanied by new risks. A
concentrated stock position, an unexpect-
ed health event, a business transition or
even family disagreements can have lasting
financial consequences. Protecting what
you’ve built requires thoughtful attention
to risk, liquidity, and long-term planning.

A financial advisor can help bring per-
spective to complex financial decisions.
This may include understanding not only
your investments but also the family
dynamics, tax considerations, estate plans,
and legacy goals that surround them. By
taking the time to understand what matters
most to you, they can help you evalu-
ate important decisions and coordinate the
appropriate team of professionals when
you need them. They also can help bring
perspective during moments of significant
change, when the stakes are highest and the
options feel overwhelming. If your circum-
stances or priorities change, they evolve
alongside you, adapting your plan as your
needs and expectations shift over time.

Finding a financial advisor who’s the
right fit for your unique situation is what
turns complexity into coordinated action
and helps ensure that your wealth keeps
working for the life you envision.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC.
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they were back home. I suppose I should have been relieved
that the expedition ended safely.

Now, I’'m not suggesting that people shouldn’t enjoy
themselves. If somebody wants to photograph a sandwich
before eating it, that’s their business. I simply wonder when
we started believing that the rest of the world needed to see
the sandwich, too.

When I was growing up, there was a certain amount of
mystery surrounding other people’s lives. You knew your
neighbors, of course. You might know where they worked,
what kind of car they drove, and whether they were the sort
who kept their lawn looking like a golf course.

But you didn’t know every thought that passed through
their heads. And that wasn’t necessarily a bad thing. If
somebody had a disagreement with a relative, the entire
town didn’t hear about it before lunchtime. If a couple
went out for their anniversary, they didn’t need to provide
photographic evidence. And if somebody made a particu-
larly good pot roast, the family enjoyed it without waiting
for strangers to offer their approval. There was something
comfortable about that.

I’m not pretending the old days were perfect. Small towns
have always had their share of gossip. Sometimes people
knew more about their neighbors than they had any right to
know. The difference was that gossip generally traveled at
the speed of conversation. Nowadays, it travels at the speed
of a button. And once something gets out there, good luck
putting it back.

I sometimes wonder what my father would have thought
of all this. He was a man who didn’t waste many words,
and he certainly wasn’t interested in broadcasting his daily
activities.

If somebody had handed him a telephone and suggested
he use it to tell hundreds of people what he was having for
lunch, I suspect he would have looked at them for a long
moment before asking whether they had anything useful
to do. He had a way of making a point without making a
speech.

Of course, the younger crowd might say I’'m missing the
point. Sharing things is how people stay connected now.
And they’re not entirely wrong.

I’ve seen some wonderful examples of that connection.
Old friends finding each other after decades. Families
sharing happy occasions across thousands of miles. People
offering encouragement to somebody having a difficult
time. Those are good things, and I’d be foolish to pretend
otherwise. But I still think there’s value in keeping a few
things to ourselves.

Not every pleasant afternoon needs to become a public
announcement. Not every disagreement needs a jury of
strangers. And not every opinion needs to be delivered to
the world before we’ve had a chance to think it through.

Sometimes an experience is better when we’re fully
occupied enjoying it instead of figuring out how to describe
it afterward.

A good meal tastes every bit as good without a photo-
graph. A beautiful sunset doesn’t require an audience. And
a conversation with an old friend can be meaningful even if
nobody else knows it happened. Maybe that’s what I miss
most. The idea that a person’s life could contain a few quiet
chapters that belonged entirely to them.

I’'m not planning to throw away my phone or move into
the woods. I like modern conveniences as much as anybody,
especially when they work properly, which is another mat-
ter altogether.

But I am making an effort to keep a little mystery in my
life. For instance, yesterday afternoon I went somewhere,
did a few things, and came home. Had a perfectly nice time,
too. And that’s all you’re getting out of me.

Brooktield
Council on Aging
to host advance
planning seminar

Nov. 10

BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield Council on Aging
will host an advance planning seminar Tuesday, Nov. 10, at
10:30 a.m. at 8 Common St., offering residents an oppor-
tunity to learn more about planning ahead and making
informed decisions about future arrangements.

The program, titled “Something to Think About,” will be
presented by Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes and
will focus on providing information, exploring available
options and helping participants gain peace of mind through
advance planning.

The seminar is intended to encourage individuals and
families to consider important decisions before the need
arises, allowing time to explore their choices and discuss
personal preferences.

Lunch will be provided for those attending.

Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP by call-
ing 508-208-7692.

East Brookfield
Library to host
Thanksgiving
centerpiece

worksho

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Public
Library is inviting adults to get creative this holiday sea-
son with a two-part Thanksgiving centerpiece workshop
scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 5, and Thursday, Nov. 12,
at 3:30 p.m.

Participants will have the opportunity to design and cre-
ate their own Thanksgiving centerpiece, adding a personal
touch to their holiday decorations or dinner tables.

The project will be completed over the course of two
sessions, allowing participants to work on their creations in
preparation for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday.

Because the workshop is designed as a two-week proj-
ect, participants must be available to attend both sessions
to complete their centerpieces.

The program is open to all adults, but advance registra-
tion is required.

Both sessions will take place at the East Brookfield
Public Library, located at 122 Connie Mack Dr.

Those interested in participating are encouraged to sign
up in advance at the library.
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Leicester resident
receives Albert
H. Gordon
Summer Research

Fellowship

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — Samt Anselm
College student Abigail Bernabei of Leicester, a Politics
major and Campaign Management and International
Relations minor in the class of 2027 has been awarded
the 2026 Albert H. Gordon Summer Research Fellowship.

The Albert H. Gordon Summer Research Fellowship pro-
vides deserving students with a well-rounded experience
that will enhance their career planning, postgraduate oppor-
tunities, and active citizenship. It represents the lifelong
commitment of its sponsor, the late Albert H. Gordon,
to education and opportunity for Saint Anselm students.

The position is made available through a competitive appli-
cation process to students of all majors upon completion of
their junior or senior year. Those receiving the prestigious
appointment are chosen in recognition of leadership and
critical thinking skills, a proven commitment to civic educa-
tion and engagement, and a high degree of intellectual depth
and inquisitiveness.

East Brookfield
Library to
celebrate
Thanksgiving
with Charlie
Brown movie

and feast

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Public
Library will celebrate the Thanksgiving season with a
special screening of “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” on
Thursday, Nov. 19, at 3:30 p.m.

The holiday program will feature the classic Charlie
Brown Thanksgiving movie, followed by a Charlie Brown-
themed feast for attendees.

The event offers an opportunity for community members
to enjoy a seasonal favorite and celebrate the upcoming
holiday together at the library.

The movie and feast are scheduled to begin at 3:30 p.m.
at the East Brookfield Public Library.

Those interested in attending can contact the library for
additional information.

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-71308
email:
mikaela@
stonehridge press.news

Burdett’s
'I:rash

TRASH PICKUP
L

LLC
“Why pay more it’s only trash”
508-612-8093
burdettstrashpickupllic.com
Family owned/operated
servicing our community
for 15+ years -
Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\(orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

ﬂORTHEA\VJT PIZZAis OUR
JP]ZZ

Fresh mgredlents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.

Open 7 Days a Week * We Deliver

\ Padscon

Since 1997

MASTER JEWELERS™ EIZ4E

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

Specia lizi ng NOVEMBER SPECIALS
. - Meathall Small Sausage Sub
in Custom Designs P | el sn o Sods
; Sm. $7.99 | Fnvo 114 Lg. 127 $7.
All types of Jewelry Repairs g, $1099 only SS.001 | Ci

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

sauteed onions, peppers,
cheese, mustard $1 more

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Leicester
1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Worcester native, QCC trustee in running to
become Logan Airport’s new voice

Max German

WORCESTER — Max German, a
member of the Quinsigamond Community
College Board of Trustees, has been select-
ed as one of eight finalists in Massport’s
“Voice of Logan” contest, which will deter-
mine the next official voice heard by mil-
lions of travelers passing through Boston
Logan International Airport.

German, born in Worcester and raised in
Shrewsbury, was chosen from over 5,000
applicants after submitting an audition that
showcased his distinctly Massachusetts
voice.

“It’s been such a fun experience since
becoming a finalist. I’ve been texting every-
body I know,” said German, who traces his
Worcester-style New England accent to his
mother and grandparents.

German is among eight finalists com-
peting for the chance to become the new-
est voice welcoming visitors to Boston

throughout Logan Airport. Public voting
is underway and will help determine the
winner.

While German will represent his current
Dorchester neighborhood in the contest,
he remains deeply proud of his Worcester
roots and his connection to QCC.

“QCC was so formative,” German said.
“I graduated high school and didn’t know
where my path would lead, but I was able
to figure it all out at QCC. I got my grades
up, got involved, and haven’t looked back.”

At QCC, German was involved in initia-
tives such as the Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society’s effort to establish a campus food
pantry. What began as a closet stocked with
shelf-stable groceries has since grown into
a comprehensive resource center offering
fresh produce, hygiene products and con-
nections to housing and other community
supports.

After graduating from QCC, German
transferred to Boston College, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree. He is now
enrolled at Boston College Law School. In
2025, he joined the QCC Board of Trustees
as a way to give back to the college and
community that helped launch his academ-
ic and professional journey.

If he doesn’t become the “Voice of
Logan,” German said he would be happy
to serve as a voice for QCC instead.

“I would welcome people to the college
by saying, ‘QCC is the place that no matter
who you are or where you are from, you
will have an opportunity here for a better
life,”” he added.

Audition videos and voting for the “Voice
of Logan” can be found at voiceoflogan.
com/Voting.

Three-time American Ninja Warrior finalist
to attempt world record for most
Murph Workouts in 24 hours

WORCESTER
— Three-time American
Ninja Warrior national
finalist Jonathan Godbout
will attempt to break the
unofficial world record for
most “Murph” workouts
completed in 24 hours.
The attempt starts at 9 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 13, at CrossFit
Worcester and ends at 9
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 14.
The event is open to the
public and will stream live
on Instagram (@atpfitco),
with a mini documentary
to follow on YouTube (@
ATPFitCo). The attempt,
two days after Veterans
Day, is dedicated to service
members and veterans.

The current record of
20.16 Murphs belongs to
Australia’s Russell Stringer.
To beat it, Godbout plans to
finish 20.5. One Murph is
a l-mile run, 100 pull-ups,
200 push-ups, 300 squats
and another 1-mile run, all
in a 20-pound vest. Twenty
and a half of them add up
to 41 miles of running,
2,050 pull-ups, 4,100 push-
ups and 6,150 squats. That
works out to one Murph
every 70 minutes, around
the clock, with no sleep.
The full 24 hours will be
filmed, and CrossFit coach-
es will monitor and judge
every rep.

The workout is named

after Navy SEAL Lt.
Michael P. Murphy, who
was killed in action in
Afghanistan in 2005 and
posthumously  awarded
the Medal of Honor. For
Godbout, the dedication
is personal. Jonathan has
always been inspired by
his grandfather, a Vietnam
veteran awarded the Purple
Heart and Bronze Star, who
battled through physical
and psychological wounds
while excelling for decades
in civil service leadership
roles as deputy chief of the
MBTA Police and at the
Department of Homeland
Security.

“I have tremendous

November 2026 interpretive programs
at Blackstone River Greenway Visitor
Center at Worcester

WORCESTER — All pro-
grams are free and open
to the public. Registration
is not required. Children
must be accompanied by an
adult. Dress for the weather
and wear appropriate foot-
wear. Meet at the Visitor
Center unless otherwise
stated. Programming is
subject to change or cancel-
lation. For the most up to
date programming informa-
tion, call (508) 373-7056.
Reasonable =~ accommo-
dations available upon
advance notice. To make
a request, please contact
Moneesha Dasgupta at
(617) 645-0358 or monee-
sha.dasgupta2 @mass.gov.
The Blackstone River
Greenway Visitor Center at
Worcester is located at 3
Paul Clancy Way, Worcester
MA 01607.
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Check Engine Light

Visitor Center Exhibit
Tour

Saturdays,
a.m.

Join us on a tour of the
Heritage Center’s exhib-
it hall! Learn how the
Blackstone Canal helped
transform Worcester from
a sleepy county seat to a
thriving industrial city and
hub for immigration and
innovation. Appropriate for
ages 6 and up.

11 — 11:30

Mill to Meadow

Saturdays, Nov. 7 & 21,
2-3pm.

The land on which the
Visitor Center stands was
once the largest facto-
ry complex in Worcester
— and now not a single
building remains! In this
short walk, find out about
“brownfield” reclamation

on site and how it fits into
the Blackstone Valley’s
environmental renais-
sance. Appropriate for ages
12 and up. About %4 mile
over paved surfaces.

Woodlands and
Waterways

Saturday, Nov. 14,2 — 3
p.m.

Walk along the banks
of the Blackstone River
and learn about the life
that it supports. We’ll look
for signs of wildlife as
we discuss the ways we
can keep our watershed
clean! Appropriate for ages
12 and up. The walk is
roughly one mile over a
paved surface with slight
inclines. Meet 205 North
Main Street, Millbury.
Bathrooms and water are
not available at this site.

respect for the people who
serve, and this is my way
to honor them,” Godbout
said. “Twenty-four hours
of Murph will never come
close to what they’ve been
through. If you are inspired
in any way by my chal-
lenge, please extend grat-
itude to a veteran in your
own way — write a letter,
send a care package or visit
a memorial.”

Godbout has taken on

endurance challenges
before, including running
one more mile every day
until he hit a full marathon
on day 26, and climbing
stairs equal to the height
of Mount Everest. This

time he has trained for
eight months: five days a
week of CrossFit classes,
hundreds of Murphs and
physical therapy. He has
completed test runs of five,
10 and 12 Murphs at record

pace. “On my past chal-
lenges I went in cold and
just sent it,” Godbout said.
“This one I've been build-
ing toward specifically for
eight months. I'm not leav-
ing anything on the table.”
The attempt puts into
practice the idea behind the
name of Godbout’s coach-
ing company, Adaptation
Through  Perseverance
(ATP): challenging yourself
is what creates real change.

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS .~ |
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House Clean Outs ¢ Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
| Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured
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Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
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www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA
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¢ Log Length Firewood

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
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Antonio Marcuccio named Saint Joseph School’s
2026 Volunteer of the Year

WEBSTER — During
the Family Mass celebrat-
ed at Saint Joseph Basilica

on Sunday, Oct. 4, Saint
Joseph School recognized
Antonio “Tony” Marcuccio

as the recipient of the 2026
Saint Joseph the Worker
Volunteer of the Year
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Courtesy

Pictured on the altar of Saint Joseph Basilica following the award presentation are, from left, Father
Richard Polek, pastor and headmaster; Antonio Marcuccio, recipient of the 2026 Saint Joseph the
Worker Volunteer of the Year Award; and Principal Beth Boudreau.

Mirick welcomes Jennifer Matthew as

Human Resources and Legal Support Manager
v

WORCESTER — Mirick
is pleased to announce that
Jennifer “Jenn” A. Matthew,
MBA, SHRM-SCP, PHR,
has joined the firm as Human
Resources and Legal Support
Manager. In this role, Jenn
will assist with recruiting
and hiring and supervis-
ing the firm’s client ser-
vices and business services
teams, overseeing workflow,
employee relations and per-

formance management.

Jenn brings more than 20
years of human resources
and operations experience
to Mirick. Most recent-
ly, she served as Chief
Human Resource Officer
at MetroWest YMCA and
as Senior Team Operations
Manager for Workhuman’s
Consulting Practice.

“T had been looking for the
right opportunity to return to

the legal industry, and when
the chance to join Mirick
came along, I jumped at it,”
said Matthew. “T have always
admired and respected Betsy
Landry and Mirick’s reputa-
tion, both as a leading law
firm and as a great place
to work. I’'m thrilled to be
part of this team and look
forward to supporting the
people who make this firm
so special.”

Scouting America to host family
safety and community outreach event

WORCESTER
— Families throughout
Worcester County are invit-
ed to attend a free com-
munity safety event hosted
by the Massachusetts State
Police, Worcester State
University, and the Heart
of New England Council,
Scouting America, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 10, at Worcester State
University.

Designed as both a fun
family experience and a
valuable community out-
reach opportunity, the event
will bring together public
safety professionals, com-
munity partners, Scouts,
and local families for a day
focused on child passenger
safety, community engage-
ment, and education.

A key feature of the event
will be free child car seat
inspections and installa-
tions conducted by certi-
fied Massachusetts State
Troopers. Families will
have the opportunity to
ensure that their child safety
seats are properly installed
and appropriately fitted
to help keep children safe
while traveling.

The Massachusetts State
Police will also showcase
specialized equipment and
resources used in their
public safety efforts, pro-
viding attendees with a
unique opportunity to learn
more about the role of law
enforcement in protecting
and serving communities

across the Commonwealth.

One of the day’s most
anticipated attractions will
be the Massachusetts State
Police rollover simulator,
an interactive demonstra-
tion that vividly illustrates
the importance of wearing
a seat belt. The simulator
provides participants with a
memorable, hands-on expe-
rience that reinforces safe
driving practices and high-
lights how seat belts can
save lives.

Scouts and volunteer
leaders from local Packs
and Troops throughout
Worcester will assist with
activities, welcome attend-
ees, and share information
about the many opportu-
nities available through
Scouting. Families inter-
ested in learning more
about Scouting will have
the chance to meet current
Scouts and leaders and
discover programs that
promote leadership, cit-
izenship, service, outdoor
adventure, and personal
growth.

“This event represents
the power of community
partnerships,” said Jason
Pigg, Scout Executive and
CEO of the Heart of New
England Council, Scouting
America. “By bringing
together the Massachusetts
State Police, Worcester
State University, and local
Scouts, we can provide an
important public service
while introducing fami-

lies to the positive impact
Scouting has throughout
our communities.”

Organizers hope the
event will strengthen con-
nections between families
and community organiza-
tions while promoting safe
transportation  practices
and highlighting resources
available to local residents.

The event is free and open
to the public. Families are
encouraged to bring their
vehicles and child safety
seats for inspection and to
take advantage of the edu-
cational exhibits, demon-
strations, and opportunities
to engage with community
partners.

About Heart of New
England Council,
Scouting America
Heart of New England
Council is a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization that serves about
4,000 boys and girls in more
than 60 communities in
central Massachusetts. We
provide the nation’s fore-
most program that teach-
es young people character,
leadership, and citizenship
through fun and exciting
adventures for the entire
family. We foster a culture
of diversity and inclusion
that makes it enriching to
participate, volunteer and
work in the Scouting pro-
gram. Visit www.hnescout-
ing.org for more informa-
tion.

Award.

Presented annually, the
award honors an individ-
ual whose generosity, tal-
ents, and commitment have
made a meaningful dif-
ference in students’ lives.
Recipients embody the
qualities of Saint Joseph
through humility, service,
faithfulness, and dedication
to hard work.

Born and raised in
Southington, Conn.,
Marcuccio moved to

Killingly in 1992 and grad-
uated from Killingly High
School in 1996. He and
his wife, Katie, now live in
Thompson with their sons.
Jacob graduated from Saint
Joseph School in 2026 and
now attends Marianapolis
Preparatory School, while
Johnny is currently in sev-
enth grade at Saint Joseph
School.

Marcuccio rarely misses
a field trip, school play, ath-
letic event, or opportunity
to help. He began coach-
ing intramural basketball
in 2022 and continued for
three seasons before becom-
ing an assistant coach for
the JV boys’ basketball
team. He has also coached
fall cross-country. When
spring cross-country need-
ed coaches, Tony and Katie
stepped forward immedi-
ately. This year, Tony will
serve as the varsity boys’
basketball coach.

“If you see Mr. Marcuccio
at a Saint Joseph athletic
event, he is usually wear-
ing a hat,” said Athletic
Director John Kottori. “As
a volunteer in the athletic

Jenn’s arrival comes
as longtime team member
Kathleen “Kathi” Goulet,
Mirick’s Human Resources
and Staffing Manager, retires
after a career at the firm
spanning more than 45 years.

“We are delighted to wel-
come Jenn to Mirick,” said
Betsy Landry, Chief Human
Resources Officer. “While 1
am sad to see my longtime
colleague Kathi Goulet retire
and leave Mirick, I am com-
forted and excited to have
Jenn on board. Her experi-
ence and talent for bringing
people together make her a
wonderful fit for our firm,
and I know our team will
benefit from her leader-
ship.”

Jenn is a SHRM Senior
Certified Professional
(SHRM-SCP) and
Professional in Human
Resources (PHR), and she
also holds a Lean Six Sigma
Green Belt certification. She
previously was a member
of the Association of Legal
Administrators from 2015 to
2022.

Jenn earned her M.B.A.,
with a concentration in

v, U4 ﬂ; Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
o Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

| Fami|9 D

program, Mr. Marcuccio
has worn many hats. Each
hat is a sign of his dedi-
cation to supporting all of
the students in our commu-
nity.”

Kottori described
Marcuccio as a “champion
volunteer” and a role model
whose selfless service
strengthens the athletic pro-
gram and demonstrates the
school’s mission through
his actions.

Marcuccio’s  contribu-
tions extend well beyond
coaching. He regular-
ly helps set up and break
down intramural games.
Drawing on his 28 years
of construction experience,
he repaired large openings
in the school’s exterior
brickwork when ventilation
ducts were removed during
the conversion of the for-
mer kitchen into a STEM
lab. He also repaired the
school’s front steps after
vandals damaged them.

During the winter,
Marcuccio could often
be found at school late at
night or as early as 4 or 5
a.m., shoveling and blow-
ing snow from the entrance
and sidewalks so students
and staff could enter safe-
ly. These are only the acts
of service known to school
administrators; he has
undoubtedly helped the ath-
letic program, teachers, and
school community in many
other ways.

Marcuccio has never
asked for reimbursement
or recognition. He simply
keeps asking what more he
can do.

During the presentation,
Principal Beth Boudreau
recalled the time Bishop
Robert J. McManus drew
Marcuccio’s winning raffle
ticket during a recent Open
House. When Marcuccio
was called to the office over
the intercom, he arrived
apprehensively, believ-
ing he was in trouble with
the principal. This time,
Boudreau assured him he
was being called forward
again for a very good rea-
son.

The presentation also
included a lighthearted
reference to Marcuccio’s
devotion to the Buffalo
Bills, who were playing
the New England Patriots
that day. Boudreau joked
that honoring a Bills fan in
Patriots country proved that
“Christian charity truly has
no limits.”

“But all football rivalries
aside, there is no question
that Tony has always been
on Saint Joseph School’s
team,” Boudreau said. “We
are incredibly fortunate to
have him.”

“I love the Saint Joseph
School community,”
Marcuccio said. “I think, as
a whole, we really stand out
compared to other schools.
That is special, and I am
proud to be a part of it.”

Saint Joseph School
is deeply grateful for
Marcuccio’s humble and
generous service and is
blessed to honor him as
the 2026 Saint Joseph the
Worker Volunteer of the
Year.

Jennifer Matthew

Human Resources, from
Assumption College
and her B.S. in Business
Management from Fairfield
University.

About Mirick

Mirick is the largest
full-service law firm based in
Central Massachusetts, with
76 attorneys in offices in
Worcester, Westborough, and
Boston. Founded in 1916, the
firm advises corporations,
institutions, and individuals
across industries, includ-

Too Busy to Cook?

ning & Gift Guide

ing banking and finance,
healthcare, education, and
manufacturing. Mirick is led
by Co-Managing Partners
Paul W. Carey and Robert
L. Kilroy. Beyond its legal
work, Mirick maintains a
long-standing tradition of
community service through-
out Central Massachusetts
and beyond. For more infor-
mation, visit www.mirick-
law.com.

Gall Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast All Day

Lunch

ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Gift

CGI’dS www.charliesdiner.com

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 11/6 & SATURDAY 11/7

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033
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Ronald E. “Skip” Cole, 61

Ronald E. “Skip”

B Cole, 61, passed away

£ 2\ on October 22, 2026,
@ following a short battle
" with a heart condition.
- Known affectionately as

e i “Skip” to many, he will
il be remembered fondly

by his family, friends,
and all those whose lives he touched.

Skip was predeceased by his father,
Ronald E. “Skip” Cole; his sister, Christine
Cole-Ingalls; and his brother-in-law, David
Ingalls. He leaves behind his two beloved
children, Michael Cole of East Brookfield
and Katrena Cole and her partner, Robert,
of Shrewsbury; his mother, Carolyn
(Kowalski) Cole of North Fort Myers,
Florida; his sister, Cynthia Cole of North
Brookfield; and his brother, Robert Cole of
East Brookfield. He also leaves his nieces,
Elizabeth Cole and her partner, Nick, and
Jackilyn Melanson, along with several

great-nieces and great-nephews.

Skip worked at Flexcon in Spencer for
many years, holding various positions
throughout his career. He was known for
sharing his knowledge and experience,
training many employees and helping them
learn their jobs. He will be deeply missed
by many, especially those who followed
“Skipper and his crew,” a special part of
the memories and connections he leaves
behind.

A celebration of Skip’s life will be held
on November 21,2026 from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Spencer Fish and Game. His
remains will be laid to rest in Evergreen
Cemetery in East Brookfield in the spring
where his ashes will be placed beside his
beloved father.

Skip will be remembered with love and
missed by all who knew him. Arrangements
are under the care of Pillsbury Funeral
Home 44 Gilbert St. North Brookfield.

How to Submit
an Obituary

Guidance in

Your Time of Need.

Posting an obituary is a meaningful way to honor the
life of someone who has passed, share the loss with
the community, and support the grieving process. It
celebrates their life, family, memories,
and accomplishments while bringing people together in
remembrance. An obituary also helps loved ones

find comfort and closure during a difficult time

preserves the individual’s story as an

ZAmportant part of the family’s history and legacy.

Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.
Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.
Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less.

For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less.

Send all Obituaries to obits @stonebridgepress.news
If you have any question please call Julie at 508-909-4105

Stonebridge Press Newspapers

Your Local News. In print and online.

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.

Please note this price is per newspaper.

PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com
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Donations of Christmas ~©ffice.
ornaments, decorations and
themed raffle baskets may
be dropped off at the parish
hall from Nov. 8 through
Nov. 21.

The parish is also seeking

gift cards and lottery tickets ~ Website.

for its raffle trees. Those
contributions may be deliv-
ered directly to the parish

Local vendors interest-
ed in participating in the
Christmas Faire can obtain
table applications at the
church entrances, the parish
office or through the parish

opportunities for residents
to support local organiza-
tions, enjoy community
gatherings and prepare for
the upcoming holiday sea-
son.

Additional information
about the Christmas Faire
and vendor applications is
available at maryqueenofth-

erosary.org.

The three events offer

East Brookfield seeks public
input for Open Space and
Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, with assistance from the
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey to share their thoughts
on open space, recreational opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback will
help guide the development of the updated plan, which is required to maintain the Town’s
eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies

are also available at
Town Hall, the East

Brookfield  Public
Library, and the Senior
Center.

The Town encour-
ages all residents to
take part and help
shape the future of
East  Brookfield’s
parks, recreation
resources, and open
spaces.

New support group
offered for people with
physical disabilities

LEICESTER — A new support group for people living with
physical disabilities has been developed by two women who

know the challenges that come with physical impairments. Peg

Dad,
thanks
for
keeping
me
safe,
Love,

LH

LEGALS

Erickson, from Spencer, and Trish McCormick, from Leicester, are
each living with physical disabilities. They have experienced the
challenges of completing everyday tasks, difficulty accepting their
altered bodies, and the fear of what the future may hold. Believing
that others with physical disabilities may face the same issues, they
decided to join forces to begin a support group.

Their purpose is to create a place where people with physical
disabilities can meet and express their feelings, share their experi-
ences, and provide mutual support for each other in a private envi-
ronment. The intention is to offer an opportunity to feel accepted,
share effective coping skills, exchange practical information and
resources that will improve their daily lives, and to socialize in a
welcoming environment.

Anyone with a physical disability is welcome to attend. The first
meeting will be held at the Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St.,
Leicester, on Oct. 29 at 5 p.m. The accessible entrance is located
at the rear of the building. Contact Peg Erickson at racerpeg@
charter.net with questions.

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

John & Ruth Green have filed an
NOI with the Spencer Conservation
Commission to rebuild a retaining wall
located at 15 Washburn Terrace,
Spencer, MA.

65 R Jones Condominium has filed
an NOI with the Spencer Conservation
Commission to replace a septic sys-
tem located at 65 R Jones Road,
Spencer, MA.

Jamie Fafard has filed an RDA with the
Spencer Conservation Commission to
rebuild a deck located at 31 Lakeview
Drive, Spencer, MA.

Albert A. Starr Jr. has filed an NOI with
the Spencer Conservation Commission
for a Adu Unit, culvert replacement,
sewer line connection located at 1
Washburn Drive, Spencer, MA.
Jeremy Crocker has filed an NOI with
the Spencer Conservation Commission
to replace the retaining wall located at
3 Lake Avenue, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the
Office of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing
regarding these filings will be held by
the Spencer Conservation Commission
in McCourt Social Hall at Town Hall,
157 Main Street, on Wednesday,
November 18, 2026 at which time all
persons having an interest may be
present or call in remotely to partici-
pate. Conservation Commission meet-
ings open at 6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
November 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P3395EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Ronald N. Brown
Date of Death: 09/15/2026
To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate
of Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Jennifer Fleming of Spencer MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Jennifer Fleming of Spencer MA be
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/24/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 21, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 6, 2026

Town of Spencer Notice of
Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given under Chapter
138, Section 15A of the Massachusetts
General Laws that a public hearing will
be held on August 12, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.
in the McCourt Social Hall, Memorial
Town Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer,
on the application of KP Spencer Shell

LLC located at 94 Main Street Spencer
MA 01562 for a transfer of license for
a Wine and Malt Package Store off
premises license from Vrushank Patel
to Dharmeshkumar Patel

Gary E. Woodbury

Chairman, Board of Selectmen
November 6, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
Docket Number: 26 SM 003387
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Dan K. Simons and Robin J.
Simons
and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. App.
§ 3901 et seq.:
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Towd Point Mortgage Trust
2021-1
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
East Brookfield, Massachusetts, num-
bered 120 Harrington Lane, given by
Dan K. Simons and Robin J. Simons
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for First
Lincoln Mortgage Corp. dated October
19, 2007, recorded with the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 42003 Page 337, and
now held by the plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or
before 12/7/2026 or you
may lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of said Court on __
10/21/2026
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
November 6, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
26 SM 003441
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Richard Clifford
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Spencer, numbered 62 Borkum Road,
given by Richard Clifford to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for
Synergy One Lending, Inc. dba Mutual
of Omaha Mortgage, dated December
30, 2019, and recorded at Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 61680, Page 44,
as affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated August 26, 2021
and recorded at said Registry in Book
66439, Page 53 and now held by the
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before December 7,
2026 or you may lose the opportunity
to challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with the
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on October 23,
2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
November 6, 2026
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Knights of
Columbus to host
spaghetti dinner

WEST BROOKFIELD — Knights of Columbus Council
11080 is sponsoring a Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, Nov.
14 in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 10 Milk St., West
Brookfield. Take out begins at 5:30 p.m. and sit down din-
ner at 6 p.m.

Proceeds from this event will benefi local charita-
ble needs. Dinner includes pasta fagioli, garden salad,
meatballs & sausage, spaghetti & sauce, Italian bread,
dessert, water, soda, and coffee. Cost is a $15 donation and
$10 for children under 12 years old. Admission tickets are
also good for entry for a special door prize! Raffle tickets
for a 50/50 Raffle and more will be available! Advance
ticket purchase is encouraged and appreciated! Tickets are
available from any Knight or by calling (413) 813-8100 or
by emailing wallyconnor122@gmail.com. Tickets will only
be available at the door while they last!

Turkey Bingo
returns to
Gaudette-Kirk
Post 138 Nov. 22

SPENCER — A favorite Thanksgiving-season activity
returns to the Gaudette-Kirk Post 138 Spencer American
Legion on Sunday, Nov. 22, with the Post’s Annual Turkey
Bingo.

The fun begins at 1 p.m. at 175 Main St., Spencer, with 20
rounds of bingo and plenty of chances to take home a prize.
Winners can receive turkeys, hams or gift certificates, mak-
ing the afternoon a perfect way to kick off Thanksgiving
week.

Cards are just $1 each, and hot dogs and snacks will be
available for purchase throughout the event.

Friends, families, neighbors and community members are
welcome to join Post 138 for an afternoon of bingo, prizes
and community spirit.

Mark the calendar for Sunday, Nov. 22, and come take a
chance at bringing home a Thanksgiving winner!

North Brookfield
Senior Center

to host second
annual Night of
Entertainment

Nov. 7

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Friends of the North
Brookfield Council on Aging will present their second
annual Night of Entertainment on Saturday, Nov. 7, offering
an evening of comedy, magic and musical nostalgia at the
North Brookfield Senior Center.

The event will run from 6 to 8:30 p.m., and feature per-
formances by comedian and magician Phil Volonino and
Elvis Presley tribute artist Robert Black.

Volonino will entertain guests with a combination of
comedy and magic, while Black will bring the music and
showmanship of the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll to the stage with
his tribute to Elvis Presley.

The evening is designed to bring community members
together for a night of entertainment and socializing while
supporting the Friends of the North Brookfield Council on
Aging.

Light refreshments will be served during the event.

Tickets are $10 per person and may be purchased at the
North Brookfield Senior Center. Space is limited, and those
interested in attending are encouraged to purchase tickets
in advance.

Now in its second year, the Night of Entertainment
provides another opportunity for residents to gather at the
Senior Center and enjoy live performances in a welcoming
community setting.

The event is presented by the Friends of the North
Brookfield Council on Aging, an organization dedicated to
supporting the local senior community.

For tickets or additional information, residents may visit
the North Brookfield Senior Center.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Christ Memorial
Episcopal
Church to host

Red Door Fayre
Nov. 14

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Christ Memorial Episcopal
Church will welcome the community to its annual Red
Door Fayre on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the church, located at 133 N. Main St., at the corner of
Spring and Main streets.

The event will feature a variety of tables offering holiday
items, handmade crafts, baked goods and other selections
for shoppers preparing for the Christmas season.

Visitors can browse the Christmas Table, Craft Table
and Exquisite Table, along with a Bake Table featuring
homemade treats and pies. Raffles will also be part of the
festivities.

A homemade luncheon will be available during the event,
featuring soups, sandwiches and apple crisp.

The Red Door Fayre offers residents an opportunity to
enjoy a seasonal community gathering while browsing hol-
iday merchandise and homemade foods.

The event will take place at Christ Memorial Episcopal
Church, 133 N. Main St., North Brookfield, on Saturday,
Nov. 14, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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news@

—~
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Scouting America
to host family
safety and
community
outreach event

WORCESTER — Families throughout Worcester County
are invited to attend a free community safety event hosted by
the Massachusetts State Police, Worcester State University, and
the Heart of New England Council, Scouting America, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 10, at Worcester State University.

Designed as both a fun family experience and a valuable commu-
nity outreach opportunity, the event will bring together public safety
professionals, community partners, Scouts, and local families for
a day focused on child passenger safety, community engagement,
and education.

A key feature of the event will be free child car seat inspec-
tions and installations conducted by certified Massachusetts State
Troopers. Families will have the opportunity to ensure that their
child safety seats are properly installed and appropriately fitted to
help keep children safe while traveling.

The Massachusetts State Police will also showcase specialized
equipment and resources used in their public safety efforts, provid-
ing attendees with a unique opportunity to learn more about the role
of law enforcement in protecting and serving communities across
the Commonwealth.

One of the day’s most anticipated attractions will be
the Massachusetts State Police rollover simulator, an interactive
demonstration that vividly illustrates the importance of wearing a
seat belt. The simulator provides participants with a memorable,
hands-on experience that reinforces safe driving practices and high-
lights how seat belts can save lives.

Scouts and volunteer leaders from local Packs and Troops
throughout Worcester will assist with activities, welcome attend-
ees, and share information about the many opportunities available
through Scouting. Families interested in learning more about
Scouting will have the chance to meet current Scouts and leaders
and discover programs that promote leadership, citizenship, service,
outdoor adventure, and personal growth.

“This event represents the power of community partnerships,”
said Jason Pigg, Scout Executive and CEO of the Heart of New
England Council, Scouting America. “By bringing together the
Massachusetts State Police, Worcester State University, and local
Scouts, we can provide an important public service while intro-
ducing families to the positive impact Scouting has throughout our
communities.”

Organizers hope the event will strengthen connections between
families and community organizations while promoting safe trans-
portation practices and highlighting resources available to local
residents.

The event is free and open to the public. Families are encouraged
to bring their vehicles and child safety seats for inspection and to
take advantage of the educational exhibits, demonstrations, and
opportunities to engage with community partners.

About Heart of New England Council, Scouting America
Heart of New England Council is a 501(c)(3) organization that
serves about 4,000 boys and girls in more than 60 communities in
central Massachusetts. We provide the nation’s foremost program
that teaches young people character, leadership, and citizenship
through fun and exciting adventures for the entire family. We foster
a culture of diversity and inclusion that makes it enriching to par-
ticipate, volunteer and work in the Scouting program. Visit www.
hnescouting.org for more information.

Home Town Service,

Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS
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774-200-7308
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WAR SOUVENIERS
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Bay Path named 2026 School of
Recognition by Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School
is the only region-
al vocational technical
school in Massachusetts
named a 2026 School
of  Recognition by
the Massachusetts
Department of
Elementary and
Secondary  Education
(DESE). The annual
honor goes to a small
group of schools for prog-
ress toward state account-
ability targets, especially
improved achievement
in English language arts
and math. This year, 56
public schools statewide
made the list.

Bay Path met 60 per-
cent of its state account-
ability targets this year,
up from 49% in 2025.
That moved the school
into DESE’s “substantial
progress” category and
placed it in the 76th per-
centile of Massachusetts

high schools. The gains
came while Bay Path’s
roughly 1,200 students
also trained across 23
vocational  programs.
The students come
from Auburn, Charlton,
Dudley, North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Southbridge, Spencer and
Webster. Bay Path is the
only school from those
ten towns on this year’s
list.

“As a school commu-
nity we are very proud
of this accomplishment,”
said Kyle Brenner,
Superintendent/Director.
“Over the past sever-
al years, we have been
intentional about building
strong systems of learn-
ing. We’ve raised aca-
demic rigor, strengthened
curriculum and instruc-
tion, and brought our
academic and vocation-
al programs into closer
alignment. This recogni-
tion reflects the work of

our entire school com-
munity.”

Bay Path students
demonstrated measurable
academic growth in the
following areas:

English Language Arts
achievement increased
3.4 points.

Mathematics achieve-
ment increased 3.8 points.

English Language Arts
growth exceeded typical
growth.

Mathematics growth
exceeded typical growth.

Four-year graduation
reached 98.9 percent.

The annual dropout
rate was O percent.

Chronic absenteeism
decreased from 11.1 to
10.2 percent.

“These numbers rep-
resent real progress for
our students,” said Dean
Packard, Bay Path prin-
cipal. “This is what hap-
pens when educators col-
laborate around student
needs, when students

take ownership of their
learning, and when adults
across our building refuse
to settle for what was
good enough yesterday.”

About Bay Path

Bay Path Regional
Vocational  Technical
High School prepares
students for both college
and careers through a rig-
orous blend of academic
coursework and hands-
on technical training.
Accredited by the New
England Association of
Schools and Colleges,
Bay Path serves ten
Southern Worcester
County communi-
ties: Auburn, Charlton,
Dudley,North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Southbridge, Spencer,
and Webster. Opening
in 1972 atop Muggett
Hill, the school has spent
more than five decades
offering 23 career areas
alongside its academic
program.

DA hosts discussion on understanding

addict“igg and su

WORCESTER — On
Oct. 14, Worcester
County District Attorney
Joseph D. Early, IJr.
hosted the Prevention
and Support Network’s
annual event, bringing
together community part-
ners for a discussion on
addiction, recovery, and
the importance of coor-
dinated support to help
individuals build stable,
healthy lives.

The event featured
Dr. Stephen Loyd, Chief
Medical Officer at Cedar
Recovery and the real-
life physician portrayed
by Michael Keaton in
Hulu’s “Dopesick,” and
Troy Sandifer, founder
and CEO of HU.S.T.LE.
(How U Survive This Life
Everyday) Recovery, a
Tennessee-based organi-
zation that connects indi-
viduals with addiction
treatment and recovery
support services.

Dr. Loyd shared his
personal experience with
addiction and recovery,
while Sandifer discussed

H.U.S.T.L.E.
Recovery’s respite hous-
ing model and its role in
supporting individuals as
they work toward long-
term stability.

Dr. Loyd discussed
the complex factors that
can contribute to addic-
tion, including genetics,
trauma, and underlying
mental health challeng-
es. Drawing on his pro-
fessional experience and
personal journey through
recovery, he emphasized

S d

the importance of under-
standing addiction and
addressing the underlying
factors that can contribute
to substanceuse. He also
spoke about the impor-
tance of breaking genera-
tional cycles of addiction
and creating opportuni-
ties for individuals and
families to move forward.

Sandifer also shared his
personal journey through
addiction and the crim-
inal justice system and
how those experiences
inspired him to dedicate
his work to helping others
find recovery. Through
H.US.TL.E. Recovery,
he works to connect indi-
viduals with recovery
services and employment
opportunities that can
help them build stability
and independence.

The discussion high-
lighted the importance
of a comprehensive,
collaborative approach
to addiction that balanc-
es accountability with
access to treatment and
support. Addressing the
opioid crisis requires
more than a criminal jus-

tice response; it also calls
for coordination among
law enforcement, treat-
ment providers, commu-
nity organizations, and
other partners to help

individuals access the
resources and opportuni-
ties they need to sustain
recovery.

“These leaders came
up from Tennessee to
offer our community
successful programs that
help save lives. Their
work interrupts death,”
said District Attorney
Early. “They shared with
us the importance of hav-
ing people with real-life,
lived experience help
people overcome this dis-
ease and improve public
safety.”

The event offered an
opportunity for mem-
bers of the Prevention
and Support Network to
learn from the speakers’
experiences and consid-
er how their approaches
could inform local efforts
in Worcester County.
Their work reinforced
that lasting recovery
requires more than access

g recovery

to treatment alone. It also
depends on coordinated
support and a commit-
ment to helping
individuals build stable
lives in recovery.
Sandifer emphasized
the critical step of secur-
ing stable housing and
employment  options
for individuals in early
recovery, ‘“Treatment is
not recovery. Treatment
is stabilization. Recovery
begins after treatment.”
Early has long been
committed to address-
ing substance use, trau-
ma, and mental health
in Worcester County. In
2015, he established the
Central Massachusetts
Opioid Taskforce,
which later became the
Prevention and Support
Network, which contin-
ues to fostercollaboration
among professionals, law
enforcement, and com-
munity organizations to
address substance use
and its impact on indi-
viduals, families, and
communities throughout
Worcester County.

Healing Heroes Foundation launches equine-assisted recovery program

WHITINSVILLE
— Responding to the
growing need for men-

tal health resources
for first responders
across Massachusetts,
the Healing Heroes

Foundation announced
the launch of its Equine-
Assisted Recovery
Program.

The skills-based pro-
gram utilizes horses as
a bridge to mindfulness
and grounding to combat
high stress and post-trau-
matic stress disorder that
heavily impact firefight-
ers, EMTs, law enforce-
ment officers, military
veterans, and other first
responders. Healing
Heroes Foundation is a
Massachusetts-based
nonprofit dedicated to
fostering  community,
connection, and camara-
derie across first respond-
ers, military members,
veterans, and their fam-
ilies.

“This  experiential,
relationship-based pro-
gram provides the space,

community, and sup-
port for first responders
to ground themselves
and engage with one of
nature’s most empathet-
ic creatures,” says Jaime
Nicholas, Co-Director
of Healing Heroes
Foundation. “First
responders across the
country are facing signif-
icant mental health and
wellness challenges, and
we felt a responsibility
to help address that need
here in Massachusetts by
introducing a unique pro-
gram that fosters mean-
ingful connection and
mental well-being so first
responders don’t have to
navigate life’s challenges
alone.”

Hosted in Whitinsville,
the eight-week Equine-
Assisted Recovery
Program is made possi-
ble through partnerships
between the Healing
Heroes Foundation,
Cornerstone Community
Care, and Superior
Stables. At the end of
the program, participants

will be connected with
financial health resourc-
es through a partner-
ship between Healing
Heroes Foundation and
First Responders Credit
Union.

The program is led by
Christina Cronin, LICSW,
President and Clinical
Director of Cornerstone
Community Care.
Participants will engage
in structured interactions
with the horses through
activities such as observ-
ing, grooming, leading,
and other groundwork
designed to support
mindfulness, self-regu-
lation, communication,
and connection. Among
the horses participating in
the program is one cared
for by a U.S. Army veter-
an and current psychiatric
registered nurse, further
reflecting the program’s
connection to the com-
munities it serves.

The Healing Heroes
Foundation has filled two
cohorts of participants
for its Equine-Assisted

Recovery Program, show-
ing a regional demand for
this innovative resource.
With a focus on solidi-
fying the curriculum and
measuring outcomes with
its inaugural cohort, the
organization’s long-term
goal is to grow the pro-
gram’s impact and geo-
graphical reach so this
critical resource can be
available to first respond-
ers across the state. It is
currently in talks with
additional Massachusetts
stables.

Equine-assisted
approaches have proven
to meaningfully com-
plement clinical therapy,
exposing  participants
to a more active, rela-
tionship-based setting.
Interactions with horses
such as approaching, han-
dling, leading, and caring
can make abstract con-
cepts like consent, trust,
self-regulation, and com-
munication more tangi-
ble.
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43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brya«x Pelletier

hope20wn.com (L

508.943.4333 %

Staron Pelletier - Owner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

4l

) Wetoster .Zaée 93 Binch Toland R ()

m.__w lakefront living. It boasts a spacious, sunny open-concept layout,

N
Expansive water views! Beautiful, completely remode&d %
on scenic Webster Lake! Combines effortless modern luxury with

. designed for both relaxation & entertaining! Swim off your private
dock, warm up in your personal sauna, share stories around the
. firepit on chilly nights ~ everyday feels like a vacation!

4 MLS# 73589032 $1,199,000

Webster - 106 East Main St (Zre 12)
Commencial Opportunity!

Corner Lot, 275
+/- Road Frontage,
Extremely High
Traffic Count, 6,200
| SF (75x80) Com-
-~ mercial  Building,
Currently 2 Units ->
Potential for More.
Economical,  Effi-
cient Natural Gas
FHA Heat & Cooling. Its close proximity to Successful National Franchised Businesses gener-
ates Significant Commerce at this Location. Convenient Access. MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

() Thampone £7 ~ 303 Ruenside D)

Country Cape-Ster Home set back about 120’ from theroad' 4 bedrooms, 1600 sq ft of
living area. 2 story barn. 4 Acres surrounded by wide field stone walls.

MLS# 24196428 $415,000.

Baborn Yilla |
Open House Sunday 12-2

Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will
provide an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an
expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3
frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & conveni-
ence! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE
! DETAILS $948,000

;E; 24 Lawrnelwood Dr ?ﬁf‘
- | We&z‘m Late au'oz{acm'

2“8 On the shores of pres-
tigious  Webster  Lake!
Experience ultra-luxury
lakefront living with direct
% water access. This young
modern craftsman lake
home is masterly designed
. to maximize panoramic
, Western views through
a two-story architectural
tower. The home boasts
~ 3,790 +/- square feet of
| sophisticated, three-story
- living space, complete with
. multilevel waterside decks,
a radius stone faced patio,
and a tiered landscape with
its own waterfall The living room flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck
and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting room. A magnificent primary bedroom
suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, walk-in closet and dressing
room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, large-volume en-
tertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room that
opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this
level easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to
create long-lasting memories!
MLS#73563787

N 5

$1,750,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webster Lake ~
60 % Ave ~ Comer Lot!

Rare Lake Residential Building pportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots
~ each with 1/3 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable,
where you will enJoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps
. e away from your NEW home! You
will have direct lake access, low
off-Lake taxes, access to municipal
® water/sewer services and an es-
* tablished neighborhood. Build now
| or build later BUT enjoy Webster
Lake IMMEDIATELY!
Go To MLS # 73582966 $277,500.

Webster ~ 55 Slater Street

Sprawling fieldstone faced
Ranch! Located on a +/-
0.5-acre, 2 car garage.
Offers: 1,860 sf main level
plus 1,000 sf +/- finished
lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
FHW BB heat. Open floor
plan kitchen, living rm,
dining rm, breezeway w/
sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom

MLS # 73500183 $464,900

Wetster - Douglas
A (% l6) ANR
Lot # 2

/ Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road
frontage Surveyed and portioned out
¢ of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR
(Agrlcultural Single Family Residen-
tlal) Located near State Land

~ A Great Value at $69,900.

Webhten Lake ~0 Wakefitd Ave

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun
f drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock
~ just baby steps away from your NEW
. HOME! You will have direct lake access,
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal
water/sewer services and an established
neighborhood. Build now or build later
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

Diane Luon

R, Maria Ree

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044

774-239-2937
508-873-9254 1=Y
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON- SZYMCZAK- OXFORD-NEW PRICE
NEW CONSTRUCTION SELLS!
' DUDLEY- LAND
*5 Acre Parcel
*$125,000 Sold
. Call ME!
s Heat Buyers Looking : : Bathe
*Fireplace *No Closing Costs *2 Full Baths
*3 Full Baths for Land *Numerous Updates: Heating,
*Family Room Flooring *1st Floor- Main Bath
95 A.E. Putnam Rd $675,000 Fabyan Road 3 Elm St $419,500
SUTTON- SPACIOUS COLONIAL WEBSTER-
3 BR IDEAL FOR EXTENDED FAMILY
*1.4 Acres | g -
*Great | f
Highway
Access
*First
Floor G - -
Family *Separate 4 Room Unit
Room *2 BE Ranch * 1st Floor Laundry
*Fireplace *Potential for Business Use
92 Worcester Road $499,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI CRS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771

Donnaflanneryrealter.com
Exp erlence LER} Dennaflannery@erakey. et
: and !irgyw ealty Kiyhen Flannery Sauvageau
Commitment e
M atter OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

TOP 5% YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

SERVICE
Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)

/ ‘\\ 508.612.1382 . SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME . CRgzggzglﬁE S ﬁ@
( REMAX E&E;I::Ax \ MESRealty.com ERA HALL OF FAME 18 ) 508’—943-’7669 - .

¥/ Mary@WillSellit.com

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

774-230-5044

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE!

*Low Down Payment Programs are Available
Informational Consultation or Meeting
1st & 2nd Saturday 11am-Noon @21 Schofield, Ave., Dudley

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

*Now is a Great Time to Buy!!
*Call Me for a NO Obligation

*Upcoming Coffee Hours- Seating Available

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 =
Licensed in MA & CT]

Make the

move!

Find the homes

of your
neighborhood




12 SPENCER NEW LEADER e Friday, November 6, 2026

OCC receives nearly
$2 million to support
parenting students and

| ‘their children

THANKSGIVING - *

WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond
Community College was recently award-
ed a Child Care Access Means Parents in
School Program (CCAMPIS) grant of more
than $1.9 million. The College will use the
grant to fund its Parent Success at QCC
(PSQ) program, which will provide access
to childcare for eligible students.

“At QCC, over 30 percent of students
are parents, many of whom work full-time
and part-time jobs,” QCC President Dr.

Join us for a hefzrrwarmmg Thanksgiving celebration s Bedrain said. “Due to the high cot

in the heart Of Worcester. * of living and low availability of childcare,

these students are often in the difficult

&> Fresh Salad Bar PRICING position of missing classes to take care of
-w (Brices bt 005 b i) family responsibilities. The PSQ program
aa Hot Entrees e will help alleviate this challenge for many

*DINNER*

at Maxwell Luciano’s * Union Station

N

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 26TH, 2026
— 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Adults $38.95 parents by providing childcare assistance

ﬁ Carving Station and support services, enabling them to
g Kids 6-12 $24.95 remain enrolled, complete their studies, and

é Dessert Station : graduate. In turn, they will be better posi-
Kids 2-5 $17.95 tioned to advance their careers, improve

+ Non-Alcoholic Beverages Included their families’ quality of life, and contribute

" / meaningfully to their communities.”

* Alcohol Available for Purchase Reserve y our table tOday ; PSQ is a collaborative initiative that
* Free Validated Parking 0 508-755-1200 e 508-755-6408 brings together many areas of QCC such

as Parenting Student Support Services,
The Children’s School: Early Childhood

R E s E RV E N 0 W sk Education Lab School, and various other

e departments of the college. The program
will also work with licensed childcare pro-
viders in the community to subsidize care

for eligible students.
1 “Having to be in two places at the same
\ W, : time has been difﬁcqlt,” a recently sur-
o veyed QCC student said. “...I have to drop
¥

* NOVEMBER » 11* my.child off at.school a}nd be at clinical
during my nursing rotation at nearly the
THANK YOU FOR same time.”

Associate Director of Parenting Student
Support Michelle Brennan has seen stud-

" 1Al H ies showing th han 50 f
red hot prices... limited time only! [ & it b o

support end up leaving school without a

degree. However, at QCC, 80 percent of
students Brennan has supported have con-
tinued their education.

“Our goal is to empower these stu-

dents who are working incredibly hard
* BEDROOMS g) improve_ (;he \lﬂizves of theirhfamiliels,”
rennan said. “We’ve seen that quality
hildcare and education promote upward
* LIVING ROOMS :
* RECLINERS
* OCCASIONAL PIECES

The PSQ program will utilize a case
management approach to connect students

with community resources, build peer sup-
port networks, and provide workshops cov-
ering topics such as child development and
time management.

According to Brennan, services will be
integrated to benefit the entire family. She
described the “whole-family” model used
in education and social services, which
offers support to both parents and children
to foster educational success and financial
security.

“When we run a workshop on a topic
such as financial literacy, children will
have a parallel activity and then come back
together for a family conversation on the
topic. We’re helping them build the skills
to plan for their families together,” Brennan
said.

Brennan also noted that funding the PSQ
program through CCAMPIS will help fill in
the gaps that are often present between the
K-12 and higher education schedules.

“Finding childcare when QCC is in ses-
sion and my daughter does not have school
is super hard, whether that be school vaca-
tions, professional development days, or
snow days. I have missed several days
of school as a result,” said another QCC
student.

The four-year CCAMPIS grant is
issued by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Administration for
Children and Families (HHS/ACF) on
behalf of the U.S. Department of Education
(ED).
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Where E ver:yo‘ne Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

FALL IS HERE!

| LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple ® Red e White |

Light Gray e Dark Gray
Greige  Blue

e Construction Stone
o Title V Sand e Utility Sand
e Concrete Sand ¢ Pool Liner Sand |-,
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
o Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel
¢ Crushed Asphalt
o Crushed Concrete ¢ Gold Patch

DURKIN & SONS

STO R EWI D E mobility and increased earnings for parents,
* ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS Trucking Co.

S AVI N G s ! and eventually for their children as well.
* SEALY MATTRESSES

Trash

. Weekly

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

214 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 ¢ 508-234- 8777 oo .dugkintrucking.cog
FREE LAYAWAY ¢ FREE DELIVERY ¥ pencer 9
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRL. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5 @ 508-885-4499

BLACK NOVEMBER TV SALE!
SALE IS ON

Gilman Creek rurniture

REGLINERS
w/AIR FRY S

REG. $899.99 REG. $699.99 R $999.9 STARTING GimunCreek

$699.99 $599.99 8 FROM

AR bR 5 CU. FT. CHEST T s
REFRIGERATOR FREEZER REFRIGERATOF

REG. $1999.99 REG. $239.99 REG. $599.99

$1699.99 $189.99 $489.99
GREAT bl LG WASHER MAYTAG DELUXE FRIGIDAIRE ATE R
SELECTION OF MICROWAVE OR DRYER WASHER OR DRYER SIDE BY SIDE
Bl KES REG. $249.99 Front Load - REG. $1599.99 REG. $699.99 REG. $1,499.00 H EATE Rs
e $229.99 $1,399.99 $529.99 *1199.99 WE INSTALL WATER HEATERS!

w55% WHITCO 225,
UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343

I WE INSTALL MICROWAVES
wS e 4
m =5 S Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm o Sun: 12 Noon-7pm  DISHWASHERS, and TVS!

P SELF PICK-UP OR CALL ‘ 3
HOME OWNER
= To SCHEDULE YOUR MGINAM

DELIVERY ToDAY! M,N,'fv‘,’ums 2
¢/ /508 885-61008
508 sss-z4so

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _ g
.pondsandandqravel com,

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!!!

news@
stonebridge
press.news



