


WARE —  Country Bank, a full-service finan-
cial institution serving Central and Western 
Massachusetts, is pleased to announce that The 
Boston Business Journal has once again named 
Country Bank an honoree in its annual 2024 
Corporate Citizenship Awards, recognizing the 

region’s top corporate charitable contributors.
The Business Journal annually publishes this 

list to highlight companies that promote and prior-
itize giving back to their communities.

“It is with honor that we present our list of  the Top 
Charitable Contributors in Massachusetts – compa-

nies who gave $100,000 or more to Mass.-
based charities in 2023. Collectively, they 
gave $362 million in cash contributions 
– a true example of  the business com-
munity coming together to help those 
in need.  We are proud to celebrate these 
organizations who give both money and 
time to make our communities a stron-
ger and better place for all,” said Boston 
Business Journal Market President and 
Publisher Carolyn Jones.

During this year’s celebration on Sept. 
5, 96 companies qualified for the dis-
tinction by reporting at least $100,000 
in cash contributions to Massachusetts-
based charities last year, as noted above. 
This year’s honorees include companies 
from such industry sectors as finan-
cial and professional services, health 
care, technology, retail, and professional 
sports. 

Country Bank, ranked 51st, employs 
220 staff  members within Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Worcester counties. 
The Bank’s team of  Difference Makers 
actively promote the Bank’s mission 
of  making a difference in their com-
munities by volunteering for various 
non-profits throughout the year.  

“We are honored to be recognized 
by the Boston Business Journal for 
Country Bank’s philanthropic efforts. 
As a community bank, it is our mis-
sion to help make a difference in the 
lives of  others,” stated Mary McGovern, 
President and CEO at Country Bank.

Country Bank recognized by 
Boston Business Journal for 

charitable giving

CHARLTON — As 
Autumn begins, the 
story of  Flory Muleka 
needs to be heard 
or read. Muleka of  
Worcester is from DR 
Congo. As a practical 
nursing student on his 
sixth week of  rigorous 
education and training 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, he 
is not letting anything 
deter him. He is plowing 
through all obstacles, 
nonetheless. 

Proof  is his approach 
to his practical nurs-
ing education at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy. He was nom-
inated as a student rep-
resentative for the Class 
of  2025 and was hum-
bled by his classmates’ 
trust. Alas, two other 

female nominees 
won! He remains 
joyful. He is eager 
and excited to par-
ticipate in other 
activities. He will 
not let gender nor 
the remnants of  
COVID disrup-

tions become an obstacle 
to his nursing journey. 

According to Muleka, 
“I know I will make it.”

He has a learning 
strategy he adapted 
from his primary and 
secondary education in 
Congo. He has quickly 
learned to readjust his 
learning style and study 
techniques. Because 
of  his previous experi-
ence at Quinsigamond 
Community College 
in 2020 for his nursing 
journey, he is more deter-
mined. To date, Muleka 
has received a few grades 
of  “A” for examinations 
he well prepared for. The 
Practical Nursing Cohort 
of  2025 at Bay Path is the 
first to utilize ExamSoft. 
The questions go beyond 
the multiple choice and 
multiple response forms 
(in the nursing world, the 
dreaded select all that 
apply). Muleka is master-
ing the concepts! He com-
pleted Dementia Care 
training and obtained 
his certificate in Mental 
Health First Aid.

A gentle, caring new-
lywed and soon to be a 
father, he recently shared 
a note and photo he holds 
dear to his heart. 

“I was granted permis-
sion to share both the 
photo and the note,” stat-
ed Muleka. 

The handwritten note 
reads, “Flory, thank you 
for your exceptional care 
and kindness. Your ded-
ication and compassion 
have meant the world to 
me. Daily you put a smile 
on my face and helped 
me through my time / 
moments in life. I am for-
ever grateful and truly 
appreciate knowing you. 
You will make an incred-
ible nurse. Love, Coco 
2024.”

Muleka’s objective was 
to obtain a position at an 
agency where he can uti-
lize his skills and experi-
ences to make a positive 
impact. He completed his 
High School education at 
the Complex Scolaire la 
Borne (DR Congo, 2014) 
where he was a captain 
of  the Soccer Team, led 

a school choir (up to thir-
ty young boys & girls), 
and concentrated on 
biochemistry. His initial 
experience as a Patient 
Care Assistant (PCA) 
at the Maman Yembo 
Hospital (DR Congo, 
2014-2016) led him to 
other opportunities as 
both PCA and Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
at Albany Medical Center 
(Albany, N.Y., 2017), 
Worcester Rehabilitation 
Healthcare Center 
(Worcester, 2019), Direct 
Support Professional at 
Becket Family Center 
(Leicester, 2020), and 
UMass Memorial Center 
(Worcester). He also has 
experience as a freelance 
preacher and motivation-
al speaker (since 2014). 
He participated in the 
first ever accepted stu-
dents’ night and enjoyed 
the art therapy. He antici-
pates graduating with his 
class in June 2025 and is 
grateful for all the learn-
ing opportunities at Bay 
Path.
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Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY

Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs.......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................. 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday................................... 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday...................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday............................... 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday......................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
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E-MAIL: news@stonebridgepress.news 

OR send to Webster Times
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tional mailing office(s).. POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
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LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

TOWN OF POMFRET
PART-TIME FINANCE MANAGER/TREASURER

The Town of Pomfret seeks to hire a PT Finance Manager/Treasurer re-
sponsible for the management of  Town funds as required by CT General 
Statutes. Responsibilities to include receipt and deposit of town funds, 
reconciliation of accounts, investment of town monies, preparation of 
audit requirements and work with auditors during annual audits, perform 
any and all duties as may be required with this position and as required 
under CT General Statutes. Must work in cooperation with municipal of-
ficials and provide financial reports as needed.  Must be able to work 
independently.
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting or related field or five years of relat-
ed experience in accounting/bookkeeping, preferably in a municipal 
office. Efficient knowledge of Microsoft Office including Excel and Word 
and accounting softwares.  This is a part-time position of up to 22 hours 
per week with some flexibility dependent upon varying workload 
throughout the year.  Salary dependent upon qualifications and experi-
ence.  Interested persons should forward resume/application and three 
references to the Selectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT  
06259.  Application and full job description is available at www.pom-
fretct.gov/first-selectmans-office . Position is open until filled.  EEO/AA

Bay Path nursing student and a story 
of dedication and compassion 

Flory Muleka with Coco.



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Doing projects today 
sometimes reveals things 
weren’t done right years 
ago.

That’s what happened 
last Monday, when the 
Council approved drain-
age easements for the 
East Main Street project.

“They exist. We’re 
already using them. It’s 
a formality as part of  
construction; we have to 
get permanent drainage 
easements for these,” 
explained Economic 
Development Director 
Peg Dean. “... Sometimes, 
legacy infrastructure 
wasn’t properly docu-
mented.”

Her words were 
in response to 
Councilor Joe Daou 
raising concerns 
that these ease-
ments were not 
on public record. 
To him, that was a 
“trick” to have the 
town do work for a 
private landowner. 

His peers, how-
ever, sided with 
Dean, with Chair 
Scott Lazo noting 
it is on American 
Optical property 
“but it’s our ease-
ment.” Having 
it will enable the 
town to go in an 
fix it later if  prob-
lems develop, and 
he said he thinks 
“half  this town 
doesn’t have ease-
ments on the drain-
age we have.”

Manager Jack 
Jovan said he 
didn’t know 
“why it wasn’t 
done in the past,” 
but the need to 
do it came up 
now as part of  
the project’s title 
searches.

Dean said this 
project only has 
a few temporary 
or permanent 
easements (these 
ones are perma-
nent). By con-
trast, the down-
town TIP project 
has around 80.

Subsequently, 
Daou also object-
ed to the coun-
cil attributing 
$700,000 of  the 
road work as an 
“in-kind” benefit 
to the AO’s 40/50 
Optical Drive 
apartment proj-
ect, which plans 
to use this letter 
to seek state and/
or federal aid. As 
Mike Montigny 
noted, the town 
is spending that 
money on road 
work anyway, 
not actually giv-
ing it to the AO 
project.

“We’re not 
doing any other 
improvement on 
[AO] property” 
besides the ease-
ments, Jovan 
added.

Jasmin Rivas 
agreed, saying the 
roadwork will ben-
efit other citizens 
beyond any living 
in those apart-
ments, including 

those using the Common. 
“Improvements to this 
property are going to ben-
efit people in that area,” 
she said, noting several 
parts of  town need simi-
lar work. But no money 
is going to the AO project.

Despite that, Daou 
argued it was “not right 
for our citizens and our 
residents.” He said the 
state and federal funds 
going to the AO project 
is also “our money.” To 
him, having more apart-
ments means needing 
“more police, more fire 
department. I think we’re 
doing something wrong 
here. We’re not seeing the 
future. Enough trying to 
sell the people bull****.”

“I don’t think the town 
can fit any more resi-
dents,” he later added. 

That sparked some later 
comments about housing 
in general, with Rivas 
noting there’s a “hous-
ing shortage nationwide” 
and a “growing unhoused 
population.” With the 
recently-approved state-
wide housing bill “some 
of  these things are going 
to be out of  our control. I 
agree we need more busi-
ness, but we can do both 
things at the same time. 
We can walk and chew 
gum,” she said.

John Daniel noted 
Southbridgians “are hav-
ing a hard time finding 
a place to live.” To him, 

“ethically and morally, 
it’s the right thing to do 
to find housing for peo-
ple who need it” because 
they’re already coming 
and staying here.

“It’s not the light at the 
end of  the tunnel. It’s the 
train coming the other 
way at us,” he said.

Daou said he didn’t 
want to see developers 
take public money, then 
sell the project and “take 
the money elsewhere.” 

He claimed, 
“Southbridge is adver-
tised for ‘Come live in 
Southbridge and live for 
free.’”

Steve Kelly said he 
agreed with Daou about 
giving public funds to pri-

vate 

proj-

ects, but also supports 
the roadwork. He said 
he wouldn’t support AO 
if  they came to the town 
seeking a grant support-
ing housing there, on the 
grounds he feels it’s not 
needed, but with this let-
ter “we’re not appropri-
ating any funds for their 
particular project.”

Later, he noted housing 
is a “very complicated” 
national issue. In our 
area, he said, one factor 
is that nearby towns’ zon-
ing “dissuade[s] anybody 
from building any type 
of  multi-family housing,” 
and he’d like to see legis-
lation “level the playing 
field.” Although “supply 
and demand” largely 
determine housing, Kelly 
said “nobody’s build-
ing today,” and the town 
won’t fix that. To him, the 
council needs to focus on 
economic development, 
not housing.

Montigny agreed, say-
ing he doesn’t “support 
this project at any level.” 
He argued people should 
be using private funds to 
rehab existing homes not 
build more, and sees no 
business benefit to the 
AO apartment project.

By contrast, the coun-
cil had earlier supported 
a $37,380 CDBG commer-
cial rehab grant for 44 
Hamilton St. There, Pablo 
Santiago is planning to 
renovate the building 
into offices for the Vocero 
Hispano newspaper plus 
some community meet-
ing space. He noted the 
paper has about four part-
time staff  on site, with 
most work being done 
remotely. 

He had been approved 
for such a grant a cou-
ple years ago, but other 
issues caused it to fall 
through.
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PROMOTION ENDS October 19th, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends October 19, 2024

37WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Maybe it's less about a magic number and more about discovering 
the magic in life.

We can help you get there.

What does it mean to be rich?

CAT-16762-A-A1-AD © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 23288009

edwardjones.com/findyourrich | Member SIPC

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The United Way 
of  South Central MA (UWSCM) is 
pleased to announce the awarding of  
$440,000 in grants to 25 local agencies 
serving the region. These grants will 
support critical programs addressing 
a wide range of  community needs, 
including food insecurity, homeless-
ness, mental health, and education. 

“We are proud to continue our com-
mitment to supporting the vital work 
of  these local partner agencies,” said 
Mary O’Coin, Executive Director of  
UWSCM. “Their dedication to improv-
ing the lives of  individuals and families 
in our community is truly inspiring.” 

The 25 grant recipients include: Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of  Central MA 
MetroWest 

Boys & Girls Club of  Webster-Dudley 
CARE CENTRAL VNA & HOSPICE, 

INC. 

CASA Project Worcester County 
Catholic Charities Worcester County 
Center of  Hope Foundation, Inc. 
Community Legal Aid, Inc. 
Friends of  St. Luke’s, Inc. 
Friends of  the Gladys E. Kelly Public 

Library 
Girl Scouts of  Central and Western 

MA 
Guild of  St. Agnes of  Worcester, INC. 
Heart of  New England Council, BSA 

Inc. 
L.U.K. Crisis Center, Inc. 	

Literacy Volunteers of  South Central 
MA 

MASS 2-1-1 
Old Sturbridge Village Museum 
Open Sky Community Services, Inc. 
Our Bright Future, Inc. 
Pathways for Change, Inc. 
Reconciliation House, Inc 
Southbridge Food Share 

T h e 
Transfor mation 
Center 

Tri-Valley Inc. 
W o r c e s t e r 

Community Action 
Council, Inc. 

YMCA of  
Central MA – Tri-
Community Family 
Branch 

 Real Estate
AUBURN 

$685,000, 10-1/2 Bridle Path, Mcgovern Rt, and Rapoza, 
Jennifer L, to Nguyen, Tam, and Nguyen, Julia.

$456,300, 18 Bryn Mawr Ave, Thapa, Shailesh, and 
Thapa, Meloney S, to Opendoor Property J LLC.

$455,000, 9 Homestead Ave, King RET, and King, 
Richard F, to Gonzalez, Fanny, and Santander, German.

$420,900, 2 South Ter, Minasian, Mark P, to Miller, 
James, and Skog, Dannie.

$385,000, 9 Brook Rd, Foley, Robert J, and Foley, 
Caroline M, to Markvenas, Andrew.

$248,000, 44 Federal Hill Rd #44, Zelman, Eric, to 
Martinek, John P, and Mercon, Amber L.

$165,000, 442 Leicester St, Laplante Roland A Est, and 
Wharton, Kelly, to Ozdemir, Muhammet.

DUDLEY 
$700,000, 63 Brandon Rd, Larochelle Rt-2016, and 

Larochelle, Barbara, to Sunway Properties LLC.

OXFORD
None

WEBSTER
$975,000, 25 Bates Grove Rd, Asam, Herman, and Asam, 

Douglas J, to Faiola, Marco A, and Faiola, Daniele M.
$700,000, 42 Bates Point Rd, Morse, Avy M, and 

Exchange Authority Llp Tr, to Anger, Ronald.
$400,000, 126 N Main St, Marcoux, Daniel M, to Mj 

Meadow Shore LLC.

Easement vote veers into housing

United Way launches 2024 campaign,  
awards $440,000 in grants



40 Schofield Ave., Dudley
508-949-8021

Join us for one of  our 
programs at the Pearle!  Do 
you want to be the first to 
know about events happen-
ing at the Library? Check 
out our event calendar at 
www.crawfordlibrary.org 
or sign up for our eNews-
letter by calling 508-949-
8021.

Gentle Yoga
Mondays in October 
10:00-11:00 AM
Join our new yoga 

instructor Patricia, for 
a traditional “on the 
mat” yoga class with chair 
yoga modifications. This 
truly is a one size fits all 
class. Patricia will be there 
to help with all your needs

Bring your own 
mat.  Wear layers, do not 
eat heavily 1.5-2 hours 
before class. Registration 
is Required. 

Movies @ The Pearle!!
Tuesdays in October at 

1:00
October 1: The 

Bikeriders
October 8: Horizon: An 

American Saga
October 15: What You 

Wish For
October 22: Sweet 

Dreams
October 29: Back To 

Black

Mahjong at the Pearle
Wednesday in October 
10:00-12:30 Fels 

Community Room
The game consists of  

players competing to form 
distinct sets or pairs of  
tiles, similar to gin rummy.

Everyone welcome, reg-
istration not required.

Picking Parlor Jam 
a “mostly” Bluegrass 
Focused Jam Session

Saturday, October 12 
10:00-12:00 in the Fels 

Community Room
This is an unplugged 

acoustic jam.
All talent levels wel-

come...beginners on up!
Don’t want to play? No 

problem, listeners are wel-
come too!

Once Upon A Crime 
Book Club

Murder in Connecticut
by: Michael Benson
Friday, October 4
11:00-12:00
Adult Reading Area 
Do you have a passion 

for true crime and exam-
ining the details of  each 
case? This book club is for 
you!

The “Once Upon A 
Crime Book Club” meets 
the first Friday of  every 
month in the adult reading 
area. 

All books will be pre-or-
dered and available for 
pick up at the circulation 
desk.

Pumpkin Etching with 
Lisa

Saturday, October 5, 
10:00-12:00 

Learn how to pumpkin 
etch with Lisa Kretchman. 
She will help you create a 
raven masterpiece!

Lisa will provide step-
by-step instructions and 
all the tools to create this 
fun design! All you need to 
bring is a pumpkin that is 
at least 14” tall and deliver 
it to the library by 9/28.

Lisa will apply the 
design stencil so you can 
hit the ground running on 
October 5th.Must be 12+ to 
participate (no exceptions, 
it’s a safety issue)

Space is limited, regis-
tration required.

Crafternoons With Lena
Yarn Pumpkins
Wednesday, October 9
2:00-3:00
Spend the afternoon 

with our experienced and 
enthusiastic instructor, 
Lena. You’ll leave with

a one-of-a-kind creation 
to enjoy!

Registration is required.

Fall Office Hours with 
Senator Fattman’s Staff  
and State Representative 
John Marsi

Wednesday, October 16
10:30-11:30 
Meet with District 

Director Amanda Hellyar 
and John Marsi to seek 
guidance on issues related 
to a state agency, find out 
about upcoming events, 
and learn more about leg-
islative affairs on Beacon 
Hill.

Crawford Library Book 
Group 

Thursday, October 24
6:00-7:30
Book: THE WITCHES: 

SALEM, 1692
Author: Stacy Schiff
Books are available at 

the circulation desk for 
checkout one month prior 
to discussion. 

No registration required. 

Quilting Group
Wednesdays @ 1:30
All quilters and would-

be quilters are invited to 
join our new group.  Bring 
your projects!

  
Knit & Crochet Group
Thursday 5:30-7:30 and 

Friday 10:00-12:00
All stitchers are wel-

come for this informal 
group.

Bring your project, enjoy 
the company!

Dungeons & Dragons 
Game

Thursdays, 6:00-7:30
Are you looking to play a 

game that contains action, 
adventure, and drama? 

Come play the world’s 
number one role playing 
game.

This program geared 
towards kid and teens that 
are looking to learn more 
about playing and some 
short adventures!

Town of  Dudley- 
Halloween Spooktacular 

Thursday, Oct 24
4:00 -6:00
Town of  Dudley 

Halloween Spooktacular 
SpOokY Parade starts 
at 4pm at the Library! 
Children gather at the 
Library in costume and 
march up Brandon Rd. 
to the Town Hall. Do not 
worry, the parade will be 
Police escorted for safety.

There will be a haunted 
bouncy house, fire safety 
house, games, hot dogs and 
even a fit pit for s’mores!

You will not want to miss 
out of  the costume con-
test. It is easy; just upload 
your photo to the library 
Facebook page, library 
Instagram account: @thed-
udleypearle, or email to 
pearle@cwmars.org. There 
will be costume prizes for 
Scariest, Funniest, Most 
Unique, DIY & Family 
Costumes. 

Guest Reader Storytime- 
Halloween Storytime with 
Jubilee

Monday, Oct 28
6:00
Join us for a special 

Halloween story and craft 
that will get you in the 
mood for the upcoming 
holiday! Attendees are 
welcome to wear their cos-
tumes!

Graphic Novel Book 
Club

Thursday, October 10
6:00-6:45 
Do you love graphic nov-

els? Join us for Graphic 
Novel Book Club! Each 
month we will meet to 
discuss the graphic novel 
of  the month. Copies of  
the book will be located at 
the circulation desk in the 
Children’s Room. Best for 
ages 8 and up. 

Registration not 
required. This is not a drop 
off  program. 

Pokemon Club
Thursday, October 17
6:00-6:45
Do you love every-

thing Pokemon? Join us 
for Pokemon club! Each 
month we will have excit-
ing crafts and activities! 
Best for ages 6 and up. 

Registration not 
required. This is 
not a drop off  pro-
gram. 

Open Baby Play
Fridays in 

September
10:00-10:45 
Open play for 

babies! Parents and 
caregivers can let 
babies play while 
getting to know oth-
ers in the communi-
ty!  No Registration 
Required

Spooky Bones & 
Creepy Crawlies 

Saturday, October 
26

11:00
What better way 

to combine the 
spooky and the sci-
entific than with an 
awesome Halloween 
learning event for 
kids? Explore real 
bones and skele-
tons from native 
Massachusetts ani-
mals, or hold and 
pet some of  the 
biggest bugs you’ve 
ever seen! Best for 
ages 5+.

R e g i s t r a t i o n 
required. This is 
not a drop off  pro-
gram

2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, 

Tues, Thurs: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Wed: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Fri: 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST!

	 Want to receive 
updates about our upcom-
ing events? Sign up for 
email alerts by visiting 
our website or contacting 
our Program Coordinator 
Randa Cox at rcox@
cwmars.org.

Halloween Costume 
Drop off—Bring in your 
gently used costumes to 
the library and pick up 
one on October 5th! 

FRIENDS OF THE 
GLADYS E KELLY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SECOND ANNUAL 
FUNDRASIER BITES, 
BOOKS AND BLOOMS. 
October 17th at 6:00 PM

	 Enjoy local 
hors d’oeuvres, beverag-
es, music, and books in 
bloom.  Tickets are $35. 
You can purchase them 
on the library website or 
in person at the library. 
This is a ticketed event!

Adult Programming
YOGA – Saturday : 

October 12th,19th,26th  at 
9:30 AM 

Join Julie or Lauren 
at the Gladys E. Kelly 
Library for a vinyasa 
yoga class for all levels. 
In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga 
translates to the “unit-
ing of  movement with 
breath”. A typical class 
involves centering the 
mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement 
of  the body to release 
energetic blockages, and, 
finally, rest and relax-
ation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends of  
the Gladys E. Kelly Public 
Library.

FRIENDS CONCERT 
SERIES PRESENTS: 
Counterfeit Cash --- 
October 10th at 6:30 PM

Being Influenced by 
Johnny Cash in young-
er years listening to the 
great lyrics of  the “Man 
in Black” and the story 
that they told, Rodney 
Brunelle with his Johnny 
Cash voice decided 
his mission In life was 
to keep the stories of  
Johnny Cash going. You 
will swear “ CASH “ is in 
the house....

ADULT BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP— 
October 21st at 6:30 PM

	 This month’s 
book discussion will be in 
the Library’s Community 
Room. The Group will be 
discussing Dead Wake 
by Erik Larson. Stop by 
the library, or reach out 
by phone at 508-949-3880, 
or by email to rcox@
cwmars.org for inquiries. 

COOKBOOK CLUB---- 
October 22nd at 6:00 PM

	 Every month 
there will be a new cook-
book and you will choose 
a delicious recipe to 
make! You can choose 
anything out of  the cook-
book to bring and share. 
Whether you like to cook 
or bake there will always 
be something for you! We 
will eat and discuss our 
favorite and least favor-
ite things of  the cooking 
adventure.

ADULT BOARDGAME 
NIGHT--- (No Meeting in 
October) November 25th 
at 6:00 PM

Come in and play 
games with other board 
game enthusiasts. Learn 
a new one, or play one 
you know and help others 
learn!

COMPUTER BASICS 
CLASS Libby and Hoopla 

Tutorial--- October 7th at 
3:30 

	 Come learn 
some computer basics 
with Assistant Director 
Evan Hale. Registration 
is required for this event. 
You can do that by visit-
ing our website or calling 
the library. 

Library for All: A drop-
in event for Teens & Adults 
with Developmental 
Disabilities Mondays in 
October at 9:00 AM

	 This program is 
for teens and adults of  all 
abilities and their care-
givers. Please call ahead 
if  special accommoda-
tions or requirements are 
needed. We are happy to 
accommodate! Sensory 
Bins: 10/07/24 Chair 
Yoga: 10/21/24 Craft 
Program: 10/28/24

THE HISTORY OF 
THE RAILROADS 
OF WEBSTER AND 
DUDLEY--- October 8th at 
6:30 PM

Presented by - Webster 
Dudley Historical Society 
Presenters - Curtis 
Cleaves and John Mrazik

This program will 
cover the history of  the 
three operating railroads 
in our area and the almost 
completed Grand Trunk! 
It will also include some 
old photos and unique sto-
ries, including the saga of  
Selectman Dynamite Joe, 
a train high-jacking, and 
Webster’s first responder 
role in the 4-train wreck 
at East Thompson. No 
Registration Required

DUSTIN PARI IN TIMES 
OF STRANGENESS--- 
October 24th at 6:30 PM

	 In this epic lec-
ture, Dustin presents his 
A-Z list of  strange things. 
Cryptid creatures, phan-
tom spirits, and elusive 
legends, all come out to 
play in this amazingly 
unique presentation. 
Fun? You bet! Weird? You 
have no idea.

JEFF BELANGER 
PRESENTS: GHOST 
AND LEGENDS----- 
October 29th at 6:00 PM

	 Drawing from 
a well of  dozens of  sto-
ries, this program chang-
es every time it’s given. 
For over 20 years, Jeff  
Belanger has been explor-
ing the unexplained. He 
seeks out history, folklore, 
ghosts, monsters, and leg-
ends all over the world 
and in your backyard. His 
talk presents highlights 
from his own adventures, 
a look at the investiga-
tion process, and com-
pelling audio and visual 
paranormal evidence. 
Not just focused on ghost 
stories, Belanger’s pre-
sentation will delve into 
the reasons behind the 
legends. Drawing from a 
huge library of  locations, 
this program is differ-
ent every single time it’s 
presented. Perfect for the 
Halloween season!

Children’s and Young 
Adult Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All 
Month Long 

	 What’s more 
exciting than a scavenger 
hunt? Come upstairs to 
the Children’s room to 
pick up a list of  things 
to find all around the 
library. Once you’ve 
completed the scavenger 
hunt, check in with the 
Children’s Librarian to 
redeem a prize.

TAKE AND MAKE 
CRAFT--- All month long

	 Take and Make 
craft kids are now avail-
able for pick up upstairs 
in the Children’s Room. 
Each month will feature 
a different craft to create 
and instructions will be 
provided with the sup-
plies. New Take and Make 
kits will be available for 

pick up 
on the 1st 
of  every 
m o n t h , 
while sup-
plies last, 
and are 
limited to 
one per 
patron.

MAKER 
MONDAYS 
– Mondays 
from 3:30-

4:30 PM
Feeling artistic? We 

will have a variety of  
craft materials available 
to put your creativity to 
the test! Every month we 
will rotate our craft mate-
rial, stop in to see what 
we’re making this month! 

KIM THE LEGO 
LADY: October 15th and 
November 5th at 4:00 PM 

	 Do you love build-
ing, creating, and having 
fun with LEGO? Look no 
further! Our brand-new 
LEGO Club is launching, 
and we want YOU to be 
part of  the adventure. 
Join us for interactive 
building challenges, new 
skills and create fabulous 
imaginative builds. For 
ages 5 to 11.

LEGO CLUB--- Tuesday 
October 8th at 3:30 PM

	 Come play with 
the library’s Legos. If  
you like, we can put your 
work on display!

No registration 
Required

	
BUILD TUESDAYS - 

from 3:30-4:30 PM
	 Join us for the 

last two Tuesday for 
a self-guided STEM-
based building chal-
lenge, appropriate for 
all ages. Younger kids 
should bring a parent. 
Instruction sheets will 
be provided. Contact 
Andrew at 508-949-3880, 
or atai@cwmars.org for 
more details.

OPEN PLAY TIME 
ADVENTURE--- Fridays 
at 10:00 AM 

	 Kids 0 to 6 are 
invited to get their wig-
gles out with weekly 
obstacle course and fun.

STORYTIME--- October 
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 
29th  at 10:00 AM

Mornings will be filled 
with fun stories, songs, 
and activities perfect for 
ages 2-5. Siblings are wel-
come to join.

W E D N E S D A Y 
STUFFED ANIMAL 
STORYTIME---- October 
16th at 10:00 AM

Join Sondra the 
Library Director for a few 
of  his favorite stories, felt 
story fun, and some free 
play. For ages 0-3

ME AND MY MINI-
-- October 17th, 24th and 
31st at 10:00 AM

A 45-minute creative 
movement group for ages 
birth through 2.5 with 
a grown-up. Group is 
focused on adult and baby 
spending quality time 
together, fostering attach-
ment, and baby inter-
acting with others their 
age. Get groovy to upbeat 
music with props, instru-
ments, and a story. Adult 
participation is required 
and 1-2 children per adult 
is recommended.

PETITS PICASSOS: 
October 23rd and 
November 6th at 10:00 AM

	 This art class for 
ages 2-5 will have your 
little one creating and 
exploring art in differ-
ent mediums and styles! 
Each class will feature 
a story related to the 
project, and a finished 
work to take home and 
admire. This class series 
prepares the students to 
paint on canvas for their 
final project. A toddler 
art show and art open-
ing will be held featuring 
these works in November! 
While not every program 
will be messy, please wear 
art-appropriate clothing.  
In order to prepare mate-
rials and keep the class 
size manageable, regis-
tration is required for 
each session. Registered 
spots will only be held for 
15 minutes after program 
start time. A baby play 
area will be available for 
siblings if  needed.

SPECIAL STORYTIME: 
FLOWER DISPLAYS---- 
October 8th at 10 AM 

	 Please join us for 
stories and fun as we cre-
ate flower displays for the 
senior center. This pro-
gram is perfect for ages 
2-5, but siblings are wel-
comed.
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1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088                North Grosvenordale, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

PAW of the WEEK 
MEET TILLIE!

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
 FOR ADOPTION**

Good with Kids & Dogs & Cats!

4mo/22lb/Female/Black Lab mix!
Tillie is a 4 mo, 22lb, female black lab mix pup! Shes very sweet 
& a little shy. Tillie is a kind & gentle little girl. She loves to play 

with other dogs and is learning to play with toys. If you’re looking 
for a loving companion, then look no further! Tillie could be the 

pup for you!
Apply for Tillie at pawfectliferescue.org

Gladys E. Kelly  
Public Library

Pearle L. Crawford Library



5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@

Webster-MA.gov
Senior Center hours 

are Monday- Friday 9 
a.m.- 4 p.m., with every 
first Thursday 9 a.m.- 7 
p.m.

Like the Webster 
Senior Center Facebook 
page to view our pho-
tographs, news and 
announcements. Please 
stop by to pick up our 
monthly newsletter for 
a complete list of  activ-
ities, upcoming events, 
and our monthly lunch 
menu. You may also join 
our email list to view our 
newsletter online. You do 
not have to be a resident 
of  Webster to participate 
in our activities and pro-
grams. ALL Seniors are 
welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches 
are served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays at 11:30 am.  
Please call (508) 949-3845 
at least forty-eight hours 
in advance to reserve or 
cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation is appreciated. 
All meals include milk, 
bread, and fruit or des-
sert. This week’s menu:  
Tuesday, 10/8, Meatballs 
with Onion Gravy, bowtie 
pasta, Scandinavian veg-
etables. Wednesday, 10/9, 
Marinated Pork Loin, 
herbed potatoes, beets. 
Thursday, 10/10, Chicken 
Picatta, wild rice, roast-
ed broccoli. Friday, 10/11, 
Soup du Jour, cranber-
ry chicken salad, pasta 

salad.  
Need Transportation? 

Contact SCM Elderbus at 
1-800-321-0243 at least two 
business days in advance 
to schedule transporta-
tion. Elderbus is avail-
able Mondays- Fridays 
8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

A SHINE (Serving the 
Health Insurance Needs 
of  Everyone) counselor is 
available at the Webster 
Senior Center. Please call 
(508) 949-3845 to schedule 
an appointment.

Come on down to the 
Bomba Beauty Salon 
at the Webster Senior 
Center! Call 508-341-8724 
for an appointment. 
Bomba Beauty Salon is 
open for walk in appoint-
ments on Wednesdays 
from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, 
and Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays by appoint-
ment only from 10:00 am- 
3:00 pm. Please call (508) 
341-8724 to schedule an 
appointment. 

We are now offering 
MOVIE MATINEES 
every Wednesday at 1:00 
pm! Popcorn is provided. 
No registration needed. 
The movie for October 
9th is We Have a Ghost, 
October 16th is Queen 
Bees, October 23rd is The 
Secret: Dare to Dream, 
and October 30th is Death 
Becomes Her.

As of  October 3rd, the 
first Thursday of  every 
month we will be open 
until 7:00 pm with enter-
tainment starting at 5:45 
pm. No registration need-
ed. 

Craft Fair on Monday, 
October 21, 2024 from 
10:00am- 2:00pm. This 
event is hosted by the 
Friends of  the Senior 
Center, and will offer 
assorted handmade, and 
seasonal items. FREE 
ADMISSION.

Chair Dancing 
Exercise classes with 
Forty Arroyo are the per-
fect workout for any fit-
ness ability! The cost is a 
recommended $3.00 dona-
tion per class. Classes 
are on Mondays, and 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am. 

Mondays: Knitting/
Crochet Social 10:00 am- 
12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday 
and starts promptly at 
1:00 pm. Please plan to 
arrive by 12:30 pm to 
allow time to buy your 
bingo sheets. Bingo 
sheets are not sold after 
12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play 
Cribbage? Our weekly 
Cribbage group meets 
every Thursday at 1:00 
pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or 
interested persons to the 
Webster Senior Center! 
Come join us for six-card 
or thirteen-card pitch! 
Six-card pitch meets 
on Wednesdays at 1:00 
pm. Thirteen-card pitch 
meets on Thursdays at 
1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets 
every Friday at 1:00 pm. 
Beginners welcome!

The Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office House 
Numbering Program will 
create a custom wood-
en sign with your house 
number free of  charge. 
One sign per senior 
household. Please con-
tact the Webster Senior 
Center at (508) 949-3845. 
if  you are interested in 
having a house number 
sign made for you. 

Senior SAFE is a pro-
gram that supports fire 
and life safety education 
for seniors. The Webster 
Fire Dept. will do a home 
visit to ensure that you 
have the correct smoke 
and CO2 alarms, and that 
they are working prop-
erly. This is at no cost to 
you! All you have to do is 
give them a call at (508) 
949-3875.

Rod Stewart the 
Ultimate Tribute Show by 
Rick Larrimore is a must-
see high energy show on 
Thursday, October 24th. 

Rick has been touring the 
globe with his amazing 
tribute to Rod Stewart. 
This show takes place at 
Davensport in Danvers, 
MA. The cost for this 
show is $129 per person 
and includes transpor-
tation, plated luncheon 
of  chicken piccata or 
baked schrod, meal tax, 
gratuity, and show ticket. 
There will be no refunds 
for cancellations made 
after September 20th.                                                          
For more information 
call (508) 949-3845. 

The Sicilian Tenors 
Downton Abbey special 
live concert is a journey 
to Highclere Castle with 
the Sicilian Tenors- as 
seen in Downton Abbey 
with a reproduction of  
their nationwide broad-

cast. Featuring Aaron 
Caruso, Elio Saccio, and 
Sam Vitale. Combined 
with lighthearted fun, 
this is a concert for all 
ages and musical tastes. 
This show takes place at 
Lake Pearl in Wrentham, 
MA on Wednesday, 
November 13th. The 
cost for this show is $131 
per person and includes 
a plated luncheon of  
Thanksgiving dinner, or 
vegetable lasagna, meal 
tax, gratuity, show ticket, 
and transportation (not 
including driver gratu-
ity).    For more informa-
tion call (508) 949-3845.

Kenny and Dolly- 
A Smoky Mountain 
Christmas is the coun-
try’s number one tribute 
show to two of  the biggest 

names in country music. 
This incredible show 
stars Wendy T and Dave 
Karl, and recreates Dolly 
and Kenny’s Once Upon 
A Christmas album. 
This show takes place 
at Danversport Yacht 
Club in Danvers, MA 
on Thursday, December 
5th. The cost for this 
show is $131 per person 
and includes transpor-
tation, plated luncheon 
of  chicken parmesan or 
baked schrod, meal tax, 
gratuity, and show ticket. 
There will be no refunds 
for cancellations made 
after October 31st. For 
more information call 
(508) 949-3845.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 9/30/24 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

gbmaintco.com

 UARANTEED
     BUILDING MAINTENANCE G

GUTTER CLEANINGS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Webster police log
WEBSTER — The Webster Police Department report-

ed the following arrests during the week of  Sept. 22-28.
A 33-year-old male from Worcester whose identity 

has been withheld from publication was arrested on 
Sept. 22 for Violation of  an Abuse Prevention Order.

Kevin Michael Andrews, age 38, of  Webster was 
arrested on Sept. 23 in connection with a warrant.

Courtney Stinehart, age 35, of  Worcester was arrest-
ed on Sept. 24 in connection with a warrant.

A juvenile, age 15, was arrested on Sept. 24 in connec-
tion with a warrant.

Lisa Anne Avelino-Pacheco, age 37, of  Worcester was 
arrested on Sept. 24 in connection with a warrant.

Jason J. Denham, age 51, of  Webster was arrested on 
Sept. 25 in connection with a warrant.

Shamiel A. Perry, age 29, of  Providence, R.I. was 
arrested on Sept. 25 for Uttering a False Check, Forgery 
of  a Check, Disturbing the Peace, Disorderly Conduct, 
Resisting Arrest, and in connection with multiple 
warrants.

A 42-year-old female from Webster whose identity 
has been withheld from publication was arrested 
on Sept. 27 for Assault & Battery on a Family or 
Household Member.

323 Main St.
(508)987-6000

Laura Wilson, Director
 
Open Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m.
Email: seniorcenter@oxfordma.us
Website: www.oxfordma.us
Facebook: Oxford, MA Senior Center

*The Oxford Senior Center will be 
closed on Monday, October 14th in 
Observance of  Columbus Day

*There will be NO BEANO on Friday, 
October 25th

Lunches are served on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, prepared by our own in-house 
cook! Please call at least  48 hours  in 
advance to reserve a lunch or come in 
and sign up. We offer DINE IN for $5.00 
and TAKEOUT for $6.00.

 
Weekly Activities:
Mondays and Fridays @ 10:00 am – 

Cribbage
Tuesdays @ 9:15am – Strength & 

Balance w/ Donna Freeland – Cost $3.00 
per class

Wednesdays @ 9:15am – Chair Yoga 
w/ Heidi Gambaccini – Cost $3.00 per 
class

Tuesdays and Wednesdays @ 10:00am 
- Needleworkers (Knitting, Crocheting, 
Needlepoint)

Bring your favorite project and come 
join the group for conversation and 
laughs.

Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm – Chair 
Volleyball – Lots of  laughs and only two 
rules (1) stay seated (2) have fun!

Thursdays @ 10:00 am – Dominoes
Fridays @ 9:00 am – Walking Club 

(weather permitting) 
 
Monthly Activities:
Let’s Talk Oxford History – 

2nd  Tuesday of  each month @ 1pm 

- Sponsored by the Oxford Historical 
Commission

Blood Pressure Clinic – 2nd  Tuesday 
of  each month @ 11:00am

Senior Safety Education – 3rd Friday 
of  each month @ 12:30 – Sponsored by 
Oxford Fire & EMS

Men’s Coffee Group – 2nd Wednesday 
of  each month @ 10:30am – coffee and 
pastry are served.

Tri-Valley Inc. Options Counseling 
- 3rd  Tuesday of  each month from 
12:30pm – 2:30pm. By appointment.

SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance 
Needs of  Everyone) – 3rd Wednesday of  
each month. By appointment.

Book Club – 1st Friday of  each month 
@ 12:45pm – reserve your book from the 
Oxford Public Library

Movie Matinee – 2nd  Friday of  each 
month @12:45 

BEANO – 4th Friday of  each month @ 
12:45pm – arrive by 12:30pm to purchase 
your BEANO sheets.

Special Presentations:
Medicare Open Enrollment 

Presentation- Friday, October 11th 
@10:00 am

Deeds and Probate-Tuesday, October 
15th @ 12:30pm

AARP MA Speakers Bureau presents- 
“Decluttering & Downsizing” Tuesday, 
October 22nd @ 1pm

BUS TRIP:
The Reagle Music Theatre presents 

“Christmas Time” with lunch at The 
Chateau- Sunday, December 15th $135 pp 

Like to make puzzles, but don’t have 
the room – we always have a puzzle 
going on – come add a piece or two!

 
Need help completing paperwork? 

Fuel Assistance, MassHealth applica-
tions or re-certifications, SNAP etc., we 
can help. Call us @ 508-987-6000 to make 
an appointment.

Webster Senior Center

Oxford Senior Center
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

If  you work for a midsize or large com-
pany, you may soon be able to review 
your employee benefits package, as we 
are entering the open enrollment sea-
son. So, consider your options carefully, 
with an eye toward making changes 
appropriate for your needs.

Here are some of  the key areas to 
look at:

 
Retirement plan – Depending on your 

employer, you could change your 401(k) 
or similar retirement plan at any time 
of  the year, but you might want to use 
the open enrollment season to review 
your contribution amounts. If  your sal-
ary has gone up over the past year, 
you might want to boost your pre-tax 
contributions (including catch-up con-
tributions beginning at age 50). At a 
minimum, try to put in at least enough 
to earn your employer’s match, if  one is 
offered. At the same time, look over how 
your contributions are allocated among 
the various investment options in your 
plan. You’ll want your investment mix 
to reflect your goals, risk tolerance and 
time horizon.

Life insurance –  If  your employer 
offers group life insurance at no cost 
as an employee benefit, you may want 
to take it – but be aware that it might 
not be enough to fully protect your fam-
ily should anything happen to you. You 
may have heard that you need about 
seven to 10 times your annual income 
as a life insurance death benefit, but 
there’s really no one right answer for 
everyone. Instead, you should evalu-
ate various factors — including your 
mortgage, your income, your spouse’s 
income (if  applicable), your liabilities, 
the number of  years until your retire-
ment, number of  children and their 
future educational needs — to deter-
mine how much insurance you need. 
If  your employer’s group policy seems 
insufficient, you may want to consider 
adding some outside overage.

Disability insurance –  Your employ-
er may offer no-cost group disability 
insurance, but as is the case with life 
insurance, it might not be sufficient 
to adequately protect your income in 
case you become temporarily or perma-
nently disabled. In fact, many employ-
er-sponsored disability plans only cover 
a short period, such as five years, so to 
gain longer coverage up to age 65, you 
may want to look for a separate person-
al policy. Disability policies vary widely 
in premium costs and benefits, so you’ll 
want to do some comparison shopping 
with several insurance companies.

Flexible spending account – A flexible 
spending account (FSA) lets you con-
tribute up to $3,200 pre-tax dollars to pay 
for some out-of-pocket medical costs, 
such as prescriptions and insurance 
copayments and deductibles. You decide 
how much you want to put into your 
FSA, up to the 2025 limit. You generally 
must use up the funds in your FSA by 
the end of  the calendar year, but your 
employer may grant you an extension 
of  two and a half  months or allow you 
to carry over up to $640.

Health savings account –  Like an 
FSA, a health savings account (HSA) 
lets you use pre-tax dollars to pay out-
of-pocket medical costs. Unlike an FSA, 
though, your unused HSA contributions 
will carry over to the next year. Also, 
an HSA allows you take withdrawals, 
though they may be assessed a 10 per-
cent penalty. To contribute to an HSA, 
you need to participate in a high-deduct-
ible health insurance plan.

 
Make the most of  your benefits pack-

age — it can be a big part of  your overall 
financial picture.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or  dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.

Take 
advantage 
of open 

enrollment

Letters to the Editor

Come follow me
“Come Follow Me.” When 

Jesus said this to the Apostle 
Peter, what did He mean? What 
does it mean for one to truly 
become a follower of  Jesus? Our 
Lord invited Peter and Andrew, 
James and John to follow Him, 
to become His disciples. We 
could even say Christ called 
them to become His apprentic-
es. Jesus surely called His fol-
lowers to become Apostles. Yet, 
each of  these terms reflect a dif-
ferent aspect of  what it means 
to follow Jesus. Let’s look at 
each of  these terms.

A disciple is one who becomes 
a student. We are to remain life-
long learners of  Jesus Christ. 
We are on a constant journey 
of  growing in our knowledge 
of  who God is, of  what He has 
done for us, of  who we are, 
and what He wants us to do in 
life. No one can ever say they 
know God completely, or that 
they know enough about Him, 
because the Lord Almighty is 
Infinite and Eternal. He is a Mystery of  
whom we can only get a tiny glimpse. 
Yes, the Lord revealed Himself  to us 
by becoming one of  us. God became 
human, so in Jesus, we can know Him. 
Yet, He is still a deep Mystery we are 
constantly learning about.

But are we good students? Or have 
some of  us stopped learning about 
Jesus after our Sunday School classes? 
Are we ongoing students even into our 
adulthood? Are we daily students read-
ing Holy Scripture daily, listening to 
God’s voice through these Sacred words, 
opening up our hearts and minds for 
Him reveal to us in new ways who He is 
and what life is all about?

I remember Archbishop Anastasios 
Yannoulatos sharing with me what 
happened when he became a bishop 
in Greece and a full professor at the 
University of  Athens in 1972. Reaching 
the pinnacle of  these two major events 
in his life was a milestone, and yet he 
understood the danger that stood before 
him. A bishop and a professor in Greece 
were very honorable positions and he 
could become full of  himself, allowing 
his own ego and pride to ruin him. 
Thus, he pledged to himself  on the day 
of  his ordination to the episcopacy and 
his appointment as a full professor that 
he would always remain a deacon who 
serve, not a bishop, and would stay a 
student who is learning, instead of  a 
professor.

We also are called to always remain 
students and servants in our disciple-
ship with the Lord Jesus.

A second way we can understand our 
call to follow Jesus is as an appren-
tice, one who learns from a Master and 
strives to imitate Him. Of  course, a stu-
dent must learn intellectually, to under-
stand the foundations of  the faith. Yet, 
understanding with the mind certain 
beliefs and teachings is not enough. An 
apprentice learns to imitate his Master, 
does what his Master does, and slowly 
become like his Master. 

In our everyday walk with 
Christ, do the people around 
us see Jesus in us? Saint Paul 
reminds us that “it is no longer 
I would live but Christ who 
lives in me.” Do the people we 
encounter every day see the 
Lord Jesus in our actions, hear 
Him in our words, and feel His 
Presence through us?

An apprentice learns and 
imitates and then becomes like 
his Master. This is a central 
part of  what it means to follow 
Christ.

Becoming a student and an 
apprentice is not enough in our 
walk with Jesus. The Lord then 
asks us to become His Apostle, 
one who is sent out into the 
world to share His Good News. 
We don’t simply learn from 
Jesus about the Faith. We don’t 
only imitate Christ in our 
actions. But we then become 
the one who is sent by Him to 
go into the world, this fallen 
world, and boldly proclaim His 

Good News!
A disciple is one who learns what are 

the proper beliefs. An apprentice strives 
to imitate the Master and become like 
Him in our everyday life. The Apostle 
understands that he is a co-worker with 
the Lord. God is doing His good works 
through each one of  us.

Now, we may find this hard to believe, 
that the Lord Almighty would call me 
or you to be such a follower of  His. Who 
are we? We are surely unworthy, ill-pre-
pared, sinful people. How could God 
offer us such a call?

And yet, this was the exact reaction of  
Peter when Jesus invites him to follow 
Him. “Depart from me for I am a sinful 
man.” Peter understood how unworthy 
he was to become a follower, an appren-
tice, and an apostle of  the Lord Jesus. 
And yet, Christ knew what was in the 
heart of  Peter. The Lord understood 
the untapped potential of  faith wait-
ing to come forth from the fisherman. 
And Jesus focused on what Peter could 
become, not who he was at the present 
moment.

The Lord Almighty looks at each one 
of  us in the same way. He doesn’t see 
who we are but He sees who we can 
become. He doesn’t focus on our limited 
life here and now but sees the divine 
potential that lies untapped deep with-
in.

And He asks us to follow Him, to trust 
in Him, to learn from Him, to appren-
tice under Him, and then to become a 
co-worker with Him.

We are called to become His disciples, 
His students. We are called to become 
His apprentices, learning under Him. 
We are called to become His apostles, 
co-workers with Him.

We are unworthy. We may not see or 
understand our potential. Yet, the Lord 
Jesus knows us better than we know 
ourselves. And He calls us to come and 
follow Him.

To the Editor:
I do not believe, in the history of  this 

country, that there has been a more 
important election than the one this 
November. It will be for the future of  
our Nation, our Constitution republic, 
our rights, and our freedoms, which are 
being destroyed by the Biden/Harris 
administration and the deep state.

I will start with something that was 
visible to all Americans, namely the 
border invasion by over seven million 
illegals. For me, that was an act of  
treason, especially since American lives 
have been taken, and there blood is on 
the hands of  the Democrats.

Biden because of  his hatred for the 
ruling by SCOTUS concerning abor-
tion, which gave the states the right to 
decide for or against it, has had his cor-
rupt Federal agencies harass the people 
that supported the ruling, and has along 

with Planned Parenthood unlawfully 
filed lawsuits in an attempt to take away 
states’ rights.

The deep state has been shredding the 
Constitution, not only under Biden, but 
they did the same thing under Obama. 
Lies, deceptions, leaks, the intelligence 
community aimed at Americans, spy-
ing on political opponents, IRS target-
ing conservative groups. The radical 
Left, empowered by Biden, now has its 
sights set on you, it wants to intimidate, 
silence, shut down, and yes, cancel con-
servatives.

There are so many more Atrocities 
committed by Biden/Harris that can-
not be listed. It’s simple, freedom with 
Trump, or Chaos and destruction with 
Harris.

Paul Lariviere
Oxford

America at a crossroads

Don’t 
believe 

everything
 you hear
Election season is upon us, and 

with it comes the barrage of  cam-

paign ads, glossy fliers, and endless 

political chatter. While these tools 

are designed to catch our attention, 

it’s crucial to remember that not 

everything we hear or see in cam-

paign materials is the truth. Smear 

campaigns are the dark side of  pol-

itics—filled with half-truths, cher-

ry-picked data, and sometimes out-

right lies meant to sway our opin-

ions.

It’s easy to get caught up in the 

sound bites and headlines, but it’s 

our responsibility as voters to dig 

deeper. Before you decide on a can-

didate, do your own research. Look 

beyond the fliers in your mailbox 

and the dramatic ads on TV. Seek 

out multiple sources of  information, 

read up on the issues, and fact-check 

statements. Use reliable, unbiased 

resources to get a clearer picture of  

where each candidate truly stands. 

Be an informed voter. 

Remember, the most genuine can-

didates are the ones who show up to 

serve their communities and work 

for what’s best for all of  us, not just 

to win votes. These candidates can 

be found at every level of  govern-

ment, but they may not always be the 

loudest or flashiest. By doing your 

own homework and looking for those 

who prioritize the well-being of  their 

fellow Americans over party poli-

tics or personal gain, you can cast 

an informed vote that reflects your 

values. So, don’t just take campaign 

ads at face value—take the time to 

research and choose the candidate 

who is truly committed to making a 

difference.
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Scents are powerful 
- just a small whiff  of  
certain smells can fuel 
emotions.   From alter-
ing moods and sparking 
memories to creating 
calm and promoting 
focus, fragrance can be 
very influential in our 
everyday lives.

Autumn in New 
England offers an abun-
dance of  native sights 
and scents that can be 
captured as everlasting 
fragrance for the home. 
Read on for a few sim-
ple recipes to bring the 
spectacular fragrance of  
the fall season indoors for 
months to come. 

**
 
Autumn Potpourri 

Mix: This all natural pot-
pourri mix recalls walks 
along country roads this 
time of  year. A few drops 
of  essential oil may be 
added to boost the scent 
as the mixture ages.

Note: This makes a 
great host or holiday gift.

 
Ingredients: Dried slic-

es of  two Red or Golden 
Delicious apples (or other 
hardy New England vari-
ety); dried slices of  one 
orange; eight cinnamon 
sticks; one tablespoon 
nutmegs; three table-
spoons whole cloves; 2 
Whole nutmegs; Filler: 
acorns,  dried leaves, bark 
pieces, pinecones, etc.  

Directions: Break up 
(or smash) the cinnamon 
sticks and some of  the 

whole cloves to release 
fragrance.   Mix togeth-
er all ingredients, gen-
tly folding in apple and 
orange slices last.   Place 
in an open bowl or pack 
in a clear glass jar for gift 
giving or later use. 

**
 
Pie Spice Sachets: The 

sweet scent of  freshly 
baked apple and pumpkin 
pies can be resurrected 
every time you reconsti-
tute these essence filled 
sachets.  Best of  all, these 
can be used both to scent 
the air and to spice up 
cider!

 
Ingredients:  2 table-

spoons pumpkin pie 
spice; 4 teaspoons ground 
cinnamon; 2 teaspoons 
nutmeg; 2 tablespoons 
applesauce

Mix the applesauce and 
spices together in a bowl. 
Dough will be very stiff. 
Pinch off  small pieces of  
dough and roll into balls.  
Press down to form discs, 
about an inch or so.  Bake 
in a 275 degree oven for 
about two hours or until 
fully dry and firm.  Allow 
to cool and harden.  

To use for simmering 
potpourri:  Drop one disc 
into a couple of  inches of  
simmering water. 

To use as spice sachet:  
Drop disc into Preheat 
oven to 275 degrees and 
bake for 1 1/2 hours until 
dry and firm. Cool. Use 
as a simmering potpour-
ri by simply dropping in 

boiling water. To use as a 
spice, drop into container 
of  simmering cider. 

**
 
Autumn Wax 

Tarts (Recycled can-
dles):  Making fragrance 
tarts is easy (and free) if  
you’ve collected all your 
autumn fragranced can-
dle ends throughout the 
year. 

 
Ingredients: Leftover 

candle wax; foil cupcake 
wrappers.

Directions: Carefully 
melt leftover candle bits 
in a double boiler or in 
the microwave. Remove 
wicks and black bits from 
melted wax.   Line a cup-
cake pan with aluminum 
foil cupcake wrappers.  
Pour about an inch of  
wax into each aluminum 
wrapper.   Allow to cool, 
then remove wrapper 
from tin and peel off  tart. 

**
 
Great Gourds!:  Now 

that your house boasts 
the aroma of  autumn, 
why not do a little dec-
orating, compliments of  
Mother Nature?   Gourds 

are plentiful this time 
of  year, and let’s face it, 
gourds have only one 
main claim to fame: 
Their interesting colors 
and shapes make them a 
fantastic fall decorating 
tool.  

Talented and imag-
inative artisans have 
formed everything 
from utilitarian bowls 
to musical instruments 
out of  gourds, although 
mainstream offerings 
are likely to include 
a creative mix of  bas-
kets, candleholders, 
birdhouses and vases.  
Gourds, both large and 
small are plentiful and 
whimsical, with a high 
“personality quota.”  
Tossing interestingly 
shaped gourds in a bowl 
creates an instant cen-
terpiece.   Or place hand-
fuls of  colorful gourds 
around an outside entry-
way display to fill the 
gaps between pumpkins, 
mums and cornstalks. 

Gourds, with their 
contrast of  color and tex-
tures, are the perfect can-
didate for an interesting 
craft project. Whether 
you choose to make a 
vase, bowl or birdhouse, 
drying, cutting and clean-
ing the gourds are import-
ant chores to complete. 
Much like carving a Jack-
O-Lantern, the top of  a 
gourd must be cut off  
and the inside scraped 
clean.   Here’s the method 
to dry gourds, as noted in 
previous columns:

 
To do: Scrape out all 

inside dried membranes 
and seeds. This can be 
tedious, but it is neces-
sary to avoid rot. To 
ensure a smooth inside 
surface as for gourd 
bowls, sand inside with 
a wire brush drill attach-
ment. 

To dry out decorative 
thin-skinned gourds, 
clean them in warm, 
soapy water containing 
a household disinfec-
tant. Dry gourds with a 
cloth and spread them on 
newspaper in a warm, 
dry place. After a week, 
wipe them with a cloth 
moistened only with dis-
infectant. Again, spread 
gourds to dry, now in a 
warm, dark, damp-free 
spot for about a month. 
Every other day, turn 
them. When seeds rattle 
inside, they are proper-
ly seasoned. Small, thin 
shelled gourds will dry 
in less than a month, and 
large ones can take up 
to six months. If  mold 
appears during the dry-
ing process, scrape it off  
with a knife. Thin-shelled 
gourds dry best when 
hung in a mesh bag.

You can finish your 
bowl or vase by staining, 
painting, or using leather 
dye on it. The leather dye 
provides a vintage look 
and is easiest to apply for 
a first time project. After 
the dye has dried, apply a 
protectant, such as var-
nish or wax.

**
**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

The antiques business 
has changed over the 
years with the internet 
creating new ways to sell 
antiques and collectibles. 
That said, some of  the 
tried-and-true methods 
continue to provide good 
returns.

I’ve found that offering 
antiques and collectibles 
to a wide range of  bid-
ders at auction will yield 
the best results for more 

valuable items. Attorneys 
and estate personal rep-
resentatives understand 
that consigning to a 
well-publicized auction 
is a way of  doing their 
due diligence to ensure 
that either the estate or 
themselves are getting 
fair market value for 
their items. Many estate 
companies also consign 
top pieces to get the best 
results for their clients.

There are many differ-
ent options for selling the 
belongings in an estate. 
Here are some things to 
consider when selling 
your personal property. 
Central Mass Auctions 
and many other local 
auction houses focus on 
antiques and collectibles. 
We handle a wide variety 
of  antiques and collect-
ibles, but I occasionally 
suggest another auction 
house for certain types of  

items.

Some people 
need to sell the 
contents of  finely 
appointed homes 
with name brand 
furniture, the lat-
est electronics, 
snowblowers, and 
other power equip-
ment and don’t 
have antiques. 
One option avail-
able to them is a 
traditional estate 
sale. An estate sale 
company prices 
the items prior to 
the sale. The sale is adver-
tised and scheduled to 
run for a day or two (typ-
ically on a weekend). If  
it’s organized by an estate 
sale company, they’ll let 
their followers know the 
sale will be taking place 
and advertise elsewhere. 
With a big sale, potential 
buyers may line up at the 
door with only a limited 
number being admitted 
at a time. Buyers typical-
ly pay cash (some compa-
nies accept credit cards) 
and take the items home 
that day.

Sometimes a seller pre-
fers an online auction at 
the estate. With an online 
auction, a sofa might be 

labeled lot # 1, 
end tables lot # 
2, table lamps 
lot # 3, etc. The 
auction runs 
for several 
days. Bidders 
place bids until 
the auction end 
date and time. 
The winning 
bidders have 
a scheduled 
pick-up date, 
typically on a 
Saturday. Many 
online auction 
companies also 
offer shipping 

of  items for winning bid-
ders who live outside of  
the sale area.

There are times when 
there may not be enough 
items to run a sale at the 
site, but there are still 
different options avail-
able. It isn’t as prevalent 
as it once was, but some 
companies still do entire 
estate buyouts. After the 
family has divided up an 
estate there may be just 
a few pieces of  furniture 
left and a consignment 
shop could be an option. 
Donating remaining 
items helps local chari-
ties and may make you 
eligible for tax benefits. 
Sometimes things are of  

little to no value, and you 
may need a trash removal 
company or dumpster. 

Selling a collection or 
estate contents can be a 
difficult process. Along 
with selling the more 
valuable items for clients, 
I try to offer them a road-
map for getting remain-
ing items sold.

We have a major two 
session online auction 
taking place right now. 
Session I with historical 
and gambling memora-
bilia and a wide variety 
of  other items ends on 
Oct. 22. Session II with 
art, gold and estate jew-
elry, sterling silver flat-
ware and holloware, 
and coins ends on Oct. 
23. Please visit our Web 
site, https://centralmas-
sauctions.com, for links 
to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

Have you ever 
felt that no matter 
how hard you push, 
things won’t work 
out? We all have 
goals—big dreams 
or small wins. 
Maybe it’s starting 
a business, landing 
that dream job, or leaving 
early to catch the game.

Whatever it is, the 
harder we try sometimes, 
the more stressful it gets 
when things don’t go as 
planned.

But what if  the solu-
tion isn’t to push harder? 
What if, instead of  bat-
tling against every obsta-
cle, you step back and let 
things unfold? There are 
two ways to get what you 
want: you can scheme and 
plot your way through or 
loosen your grip and let 
the pieces fall into place 
naturally.

Instead of  battling 

every obstacle, 
what if  the solu-
tion was some-
thing different—
something called 
Synchronicity?

Take the guy 
who wants to 

leave work early for the 
big game. He spends the 
morning coughing, hint-
ing that he’s “a little off,” 
and Googling fake ill-
nesses to sell his story. By 
lunchtime, he’s sneezing 
dramatically and whis-
pering, “I think I’m con-
tagious.” But just as he’s 
about to slip out, his boss 
drops a stack of  reports 
on his desk. “I need these 
done before you go.” Now, 
he’s stuck working twice 
as hard because he tried 
too hard to force things.

Now, imagine someone 
else with the same goal, 
but instead of  schem-
ing, they’re honest: 
“Hey, I’ve got tickets to 

the game. Any chance I 
can leave an hour early?” 
Maybe the boss says yes, 
maybe not. But, letting 
go can open the door to 
Synchronicity—when 
things align ideally it’s 
like life is giving you a 
little nudge. Perhaps the 
boss is a fan and says, 
“No problem, I’m leaving 
early too!” Or an after-
noon meeting gets can-
celed, and leaving is sud-
denly easy.

I first became 
intrigued by this idea 
of  Synchronicity after 
listening to a lecture by 
physicist and ex-NASA 
scientist Tom Campbell.

He said, “When you 
stop trying to control life, 
the magic happens.”

He made me realize 
that sometimes we get 
so caught up in forcing 
our plans to work out that 
we miss the unexpected 

opportunities when we 
just let go. When you step 
back and allow things 
to happen naturally, it’s 
like the universe quietly 
whispers, “Relax, I’ve got 
this.”

Campbell says, “When 
something does hap-
pen—a hurdle that pops 
up in front of  you—that’s 
okay. You deal with it and 
go on. Don’t get upset 
with it... You’ll find that 
things start happening 
just as you need them, 
just when you want them. 
You’ll go from having 
nothing but hurdles to 
no hurdles at all—every-
thing just starts to work 
well.”

Think about that for a 
second. What if  you trust-
ed that things would work 
out instead of  stressing 
and struggling to make 
everything perfect?

Campbell’s point is 

simple: “When you real-
ize that you don’t have to 
control anything, you’ll 
see that you don’t need to 
control anything.”

Maybe life isn’t about 
pushing harder—it’s 
about stepping back and 
letting the puzzle pieces 
fall into place on their 
own.

Imagine you’re headed 
out to watch the big game 
and suddenly hit a major 
traffic jam. Your first 
instinct might be to freak 
out, curse your luck, and 
start weaving in and out 
of  lanes to compensate 
for lost time. But what 
if  there’s a reason you’re 
stuck? What if  that traf-
fic jam is working in your 
favor?

Later, you find that 
without the traffic jam, 
you would have ended up 
in the middle of  a dead-
ly five-car pileup just a 

few miles ahead. That 
frustration of  being late 
could’ve actually saved 
your life.

When you stop fight-
ing every obstacle and 
let things unfold, you 
might find that setbacks 
are Synchronicity in dis-
guise, keeping you exact-
ly where you need to be.

So, the next time life 
throws a wrench in your 
plans, take a deep breath 
and consider that maybe, 
just maybe, it’s not a 
roadblock—it’s a detour 
leading you somewhere 
better.

When you let go of  con-
trol, life surprises you 
in ways you never imag-
ined. Trust the process, 
embrace the unexpected, 
and remember that some-
times, not getting what 
you want might be life’s 
way of  giving you exactly 
what you need.
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CHARLTON — Brianna Laforest, 
LPN of  Webster, a Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy graduate, Class of  
2021, recently returned to Bay Path. She 
assisted at Skills Laboratory practice 
and delivered words of  encouragement 
to the Class of  2025. There are many 
reasons why Bay Path Practical Nursing 

Academy Alumni returns on campus: to 
show appreciation for the education that 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
has provided them; to give others a 
chance to have a similar experience; to 
stay connected to the Bay Path commu-
nity.

At many colleges and universities, 

Alumni Giving starts even before gradu-
ation day. At Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, it begins at Orientation and 
Acceptance Ceremony when soon to be 
graduates are paired off  with incom-
ing nursing students. It may begin as a 
request for mentorship, or as an inquiry 
about used textbooks. Eventually alum-

ni giving evolves and alumni themselves 
find ways to talk about the importance 
of  alumni giving to the school.

On assisting with Skills Laboratory 
practice Laforest stated, “I enjoyed it. 
It was actually kind of  funny to see 
them and hear some of  their concerns, 
it brought back some PTSD. But I reas-
sured them to trust the process and as 
long as they are working hard, they will 
succeed.” 

Laforest is currently with the UMass 
Memorial at Worcester (since August 
2023) as an LPN in the Ambulatory 
Care Float Pool- Primary care/ OBGYN 
responsible for immunizations and out-
patient care. At the UMass Memorial 
Harrington in Webster (since December 
2023) as an LPN in the Methadone out-
patient dosing clinic and at the UMass 
Memorial Harrington, Southbridge 
(since June 2022) as an LPN in the 
Medical/Surgical inpatient where she 
is both IV and IVP certified. She is 
also with ADCARE as an LPN (since 
November 2021) experienced with 
inpatient detox, sharp count, narcotic 
count, assess patients for withdrawal 
symptoms, medication administration, 
admissions, and blood draws. Prior to 
becoming an LPN, she was a nursing 
administrative coordinator (2020-2022) 
at UMass Memorial, Worcester and a 
PCA (2006-2014). 

According to Hank Coleman, publish-
er of  the finance blog Money Q & A, 
“Alumni should consider their diplomas 
like a share of  stock in a company, alum-
ni have a personal interest in ensuring 
that their university’s prestige grows.” 

Giving back, regardless of  the act, or 
a  or a donation in any size, “plays an 
essential role in maintaining the value 
of  your own degrees.”

Laforest stated, “I love being a nurse 
and I love being able to share the things 
I know/ have learned to help take care 
of  people. I ask a few of  them, (nursing 
students of  the Class of  2025) why they 
wanted to be nurses to kind of  feel them 
out and see what their why was. I told 
them being a nurse is something to be 
proud of  and it is a field that takes more 
than it gives, so you really have to love 
it because you are going to have some 
really bad days.”

As a student at Bay Path RVTH 
Practical Nursing Academy (2020-2021), 
Laforest was voted as one of  the Student 
Representatives, she was a member of  
the UNICEF Club, Mock Code Team, and 
the Admissions Panel. She participated 
in the Fall and Spring Advisory Board 
meetings and was inducted into the 
National Technical Honor Society. She 
values education. In 2014 she obtained 
an associate degree in Criminal Justice 
and Science with honors from the 
Quinsigamond Community College 
(QCC). “I like volunteering/ mentoring 
others because I did start my career 
in healthcare delivering dietary trays 
to patients, then was a CNA, now I am 
an LPN and have just started my last 
two pre-requisites for the RN bridge 
at QCC,” stated Laforest. “I’ve literally 
worked my way up and can appreciate 
every job/ role that goes into healthcare 
and the importance of  them.” 

She maintained her BLS/HCP CPR cer-
tification, Law Enforcement Certificate, 
Demetia Care Certification, and Mental 
Health First Aid Certification.

To this day some practical nurs-
ing Students struggle to find the 
funds to cover educational expenses. 
Scholarships and grants ensure that 
these students can manage costs while 
getting an excellent education. When 
alumni give back, they invest in the 
practical nursing students and are pro-
viding a legacy for future generations. 
Many alumni state that the benefits 
they received from Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy are intangible, and 
what alumni give back are not always 
easy to measure, but one thing is clear: 
alumni giving back makes a difference. 
Laforest stated, “I’ve literally dabbled 
in every type of  nursing. I have done 
home health, behavioral health, addic-
tion medicine, outpatient, and inpatient 
care. You are always learning and grow-
ing and that’s what I love about it.” In 
a message to Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy 
Director Laforest expressed that she is 
ready to help. 

“Any time you need help, if  I can, I 
will be there,” said Laforest.  

Bolandrina stated that “alumni giv-
ing makes Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy different.  Unlike large edu-
cational institutions, we look to alum-
ni, parents, and friends of  Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy to help con-
nect quality nursing education and a 
caring, supportive Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Community.”
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BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY FOR A FUN-FILLED DAY! 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 |  11 A.M. – 4 P.M.

88 Masonic Home Road | Charlton, MA 01507
Free and open to the public

J O I N  U S  F O R

The Overlook’s
Annual Fall Festival

Experience Autumnal Bliss  
ON OUR 450-ACRE CAMPUS.

Our Annual Fall Festival is more than an 
event – it’s the perfect way for the Greater 
Charlton community to come together. You 
and your family members are invited to 
engage in fun fall activities, including:

• Savoring local flavors from an array of  
food trucks

• Sipping craft beers from our featured beer 
truck, Oakholm Brewing Company 

• Browsing unique creations from craft and 
artisan vendors

• Crafting and games

• Enjoying live entertainment, hayrides, and  
a petting farm

The Overlook has been awarded Best of Central Mass Senior 
Living Community by Worcester Telegram & Gazette seven 
years running. 

Overlook-Mass.org 
Independent Living | Enhanced Living | Memory Care  
Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehabilitation | Respite Care

A proud tradition of service since 1911

For more event details, call 508-709-4880. 

CHARLTON — September 
is National Suicide 
Prevention Month and Bay 
Path practical nursing (PN) 
students continue to do their 
share in learning. Research 
states that suicide is the 10th 
leading cause of  death overall 
in the US and that the overall 
suicide rate has increased by 
35 percent since 1999. The PN 
class of  2025 learned the signs 
of  suicide to prevent home or 
workplace-based tragedy.

Some members of  the 
PN Class of  2025 completed 
the Youth Mental Health First 

Aid (MHFA) training lead by 
Lynn Lynch, MBA, Director 
of  Business Operations 
and MHFA Instructor of  
the Shrewsbury Youth and 
Family Services, Inc. (www.
SYFS-MA.org). The 6-hour 
curriculum, completed in one 
full professional development 
day, gives the participant a 
three-year certification upon 
completion.

Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
Academy Director at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy has been working 

with the Shrewsbury Youth 
and Family Services for the 
PN students MHFA training 
for over five years. 

“We are grateful to have 
Lynn return to Bay Path 
annually and the Shrewsbury 
Youth and Family Services 
for their continued provi-
sion of  the MHFA training 
for the PN students!” said 
Bolandrina. 

“I cannot emphasize 
enough how important it is 
for our nursing students to 
have the skills and knowl-
edge to identify and respond 

to signs of  mental disor-
ders and how to provide 
initial help and support,” 
Bolandrina added.

MHFA trained individuals 
may assist someone experi-
encing a mental health or 
substance use-related crisis. 
In the MHFA course, the PN 
students learned risk factors 
and warning signs for men-
tal health and addiction con-
cerns, strategies for how to 
help in crisis and non-crisis 
situations and well as where 
to turn for help for both adult 
and youth.

Topics covered include 
depression, mood disorders, 
anxiety, trauma, psychosis, 
and substance use disorders. 
Participants learned how to 
apply the MHFA action plan 
in situations when someone 
is experiencing panic attacks, 
suicidal thoughts of  behav-
iors, non-suicidal self-injury, 
acute psychosis (hallucina-
tions or delusions), overdose 
or withdrawal from alcohol 
or drug use, and reactions to 
a traumatic event. 

“Providing education to 
the PN students and support-
ing them so they’re in the 
best state of  mind for their 
nursing journey is a wonder-
ful tie-in,” Bolandrina said. 

The feedback on the MHFA 
training remains positive. We 
continue to engage in con-
versation, education, and 
breaking the stigma of  men-
tal health disorders.

Youth mental health First Aid training 
completed by Bay Path Nursing students  

Courtesy

Lynn Lynch, MBA front row, second from right, with members of the Practical Nursing Class of 2025.

Bay Path LPN gives back to Class of 2025

Brianna Laforest



STURBRIDGE —  With 
Winter about to knock on 
our doors we are looking 
ahead to quiet times with 
a good book or two or 
three. Or a whole bagful. 
Fortunately, the annual 
Bag-of-Books Sale will be 
returning to the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library in 
Sturbridge on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, with great books 
for all ages. And lots of  
them. 

Sponsored by the 
Friends of  The Joshua 
Hyde Library, visitors 

may stuff  a small bag 
with gently used books 
for a total price of  only 
$5. Fill a medium bag for 
only $10. Small and medi-
um bags will be provided. 
If  you’d like, you may fill 
your own tote bag for $15 
to $20 depending on size. 
That’s a lot of  good read-
ing!  Cash or check only, 
please.

Here’s a great opportu-
nity to stock up on books 
for your children and for 
yourself. A large selec-
tion of  children’s books 

will be available on the 
tables, from board books 
to advanced readers, 
along with many young 
adult books. Library 
patrons have been donat-
ing favorite books all year 
long and this October 
sale includes hundreds 
of  books for adults. 
Mysteries, romance, his-
torical fiction, science 
fiction and just about 
all your favorite genres. 
Visitors to the sale can 
expect to find a large 
selection of  nonfiction 
books including biog-

raphies, history, sports, 
crafts, cooking, arts and 
more. Many audio books, 
CD’s and DVD’s will be 
available as well.

All proceeds will be 
used by the Friends of  
the Joshua Hyde Library 
to pay for all the extras 

that the town budget for 
the library doesn’t cover, 
like museum passes and 
special programs for 
children and adults. The 
sale will be held indoors 
in the basement meet-
ing room, with some 
outdoor tables on the 
library’s back lawn fac-

ing the Town Common, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The sale coincides with 
the Sturbridge Harvest 
Festival, Saturday, Oct. 
19. Come harvest some 
books and stock up for 
the winter.
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

 

        
Historical Walking Tour October 19th 
Have you ever wondered about why our Village church looks the 
way it does?  Or what our stained-glass windows symbolize & 
what our bell tower looks like inside? Or did you know that there 
is a VCC Ministers section of Pine Grove Cemetery? These, and 
many questions about our church history will be answered by 
Rev. Ethan Drutchas during a historical walking tour of the VCC 
and Whitinsville area this Fall. During this tour, we will address 
the places, people and events who have shaped the story of our 
congregation. Join us at 10:30am October 19th for a 2-hour 
exploration of the history and architecture of the VCC and its 
relationship to the wider story of Whitinsville, MA.  We will begin 
at Village Church 5 Church St. Whitinsville, MA.  All planning to 
attend should RSVP at office@vccucc.org  
 

Free VCC Sunday Seminar Series 
Rev. Ethan Drutchas will be hosting a seminar series titled, 
“What is Protestantism?” Over the course of 9 sessions, we 
will be covering the origins, history, strains of thought, and core 
beliefs of the Protestant tradition. During these seminars, we will 
cover the important context of who and what shaped the tradition 
we witness today. Join us once a month at 11 am in Mason Hall. 
Schedule and topics will be: 
  

September 29th- Definitions & Earliest Origins  
October 20th - Antecedents & Context of the Reformation 
November 17th - The Reformation and the Reformers  
December 8th- Growth & Conflict: Protestantism, late 16th & 17th c.  
January 19th- Faith & Reason: Protestantism,18th c. Enlightenment  
February 16th- Religion, Romantics, & Revolution: Protestantism, 19th c. 
March 16th- Modernism & its Discontent: 20th c. Protestantism in    
                    Europe, America, and the World/Cold Wars 
April 6- The Sacred and the Secular: Protestantism in the 21st Century  
May 11th- Protestantism: A Summation  
  
 

2023

FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL  /  FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

Courtesy

In preparation for the Oct. 17 library fundraiser Bites Books and Blooms, the Gladys E. 
Kelly Library in Webster hosted a presentation on “How to Do a Book in Bloom” on Sept. 
26. Friends of the Library members Elaine Davies and Ashley Starzec provided information 
on how to create a floral arrangement from a favorite poem, short story, or novel. They 
shed light on the creative process and provided examples. Seen here is the first 2024 
entry—Sea Fever—an interpretation of a favorite poem of Gladys Kelly, written by John 
Masefield. Since it has to last, the arrangement is made of dried floral material—grasses, 
yarrow, hydrangea, baby’s breath, and pinecones. Proceeds from the fundraiser will 
provide funding for library programs for children and adults. Tickets can be purchased for 
$35 at the library or online from the library Web site. 

Bag-of-Books Sale at Sturbridge library Oct. 19
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Hi! My name is Isaiah and 
let’s sing “Bingo” together! 

Isaiah is a sweet, cheerful, 
and silly child. Isaiah is play-
ful and active. He loves to 
watch television shows and 
sing along. He can quote nu-
merous television series. He 
enjoys acting out some of the 
scenes and dancing. Isaiah 
loves to sing, and his new fa-
vorite song is “Bingo!” 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/8921 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, 

and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a 
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to 
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right 
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling 
group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption 
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

Isaiah 
Age 6 

Registration # 8921 

Catherine Aase 
Nieski, age 70, passed 
peacefully yet unex-
pectedly at her home 
in Woodstock, CT. on 
Thursday, September 
12, 2024. Catherine, 
daughter of  the 
late Olaf  Aase and 
Catherine (Owens) 

Aase, was born August 3, 1954, in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Catherine was married to Martin 
Nieski for over twenty-five years. 
Together they owned Marty’s Liquors 
in Dudley, MA. They later settled into 
their farm in Woodstock, CT. They 
brought out the best in each other while 
supporting their individual endeavors. 

She was deeply devoted to her com-
munity always offering a helping hand 
and serving as a guiding light to those 
around her. She was a nurse for over 
twenty years, eventually retiring from 
UMASS. She celebrated thirty-seven 
blissful years of  sobriety while being 
active in the AA community. Catherines 
passion in sharing her profound under-

standing of  living in the moment and 
through the heart benefited every life 
she touched. She lived for and through 
her grandchildren and her great grand-
child, finding immense joy and purpose 
in their lives. 

Catherine is survived by daughters, 
Karen Eisen, Donna, her husband 
Robert Puchalski Jr., Marjorie, her 
husband Michael Gardner Jr.; step son, 
Matthew Nieski; grandchildren, Ian, 
Gabe, and Jameson Landry, Marina 
Szydlik, Stella, Audrey, and Robert  
III Puchalski, Hunter and Delaney 
Anderson, Henry and Mable Gardner; 
great grandchild Callum Landry; and 
siblings, Eileen Bakos, Richard Aase, 
Mary Aase, Patricia and her husband 
Michael Dumpert. 

A celebration of  life will be held on 
October 13th at twelve noon at their 
family home located at 485 Barlow 
Cemetery Rd., Woodstock, CT. 

Online guestbook is available at 
www.bartelfuneralhome.com.  Bartel 
Funeral Home & Chapel 

33 Schofield Avenue Dudley  is assist-
ing the family with arrangements,.

Catherine Aase Nieski,  70

Obituary

written, it’s like and 
attorney’s briefing. He 
communicates extremely 
well through writing,” he 
said. 

Ruda’s communication 
with different depart-
ments and his focus on 
serving the best interest 
of  Dudley also proved 
to be a highlight of  his 
review, as stated by 
Sullivan. 

“Mr. Ruda’s planning 
of  the goals and objec-
tives have clearly been 
done with the town’s best 
interest as an ultimate 
end result. He’s able to 
aid any commission or 
board not just under his 
jurisdiction. We’ve heard 
Water & Sewer come up 
several times over the 
course of  the year thank-
ing Mr. Ruda for helping 
them whether it was aid-
ing with the contact with 
town counsel or aiding 

with applications. So, I 
think the end result of  
his work is the best inter-
est of  the town,” Sullivan 
said.

Ruda is in his fifth year 
as Town Administrator 
of  Dudley. He was hired 
in May of  2019 after serv-
ing over 35 years in gov-
ernment services and 
nearly five years as a 
Dudley Selectman before 
he resigned to seek the 
administrator position.

RUDA
continued from page  A1

by a July deadline. 
Dudley was notified of  

the $496,650 award in a 
Sept. 23 letter. The grant 
represents an amount 
of  up to 70 percent reim-
bursement of  the project 
cost, which is estimated 
at $704,410. The local con-
tribution, therefore, is 
expected to be $207,760. 

The next step is the 
October 21 town meet-
ing where Dudley voters 
will be asked to approve 

a 704,410 borrowing. The 
state requires a certified 
affirmative town meeting 
vote by Dec. 31, or the 
town risks grant forfei-
ture. 

Once the $496,650 reim-
bursement is received 
and applied to the bor-
rowing, the remaining 
debt, Mr. Ruda said, will 
be paid from available 
funds over the course of  
years. 

Other grant require-
ments include the start 
of  construction on July 1, 
2025, with work comple-
tion by June 1, 2026. 

The PARC grant also 
requires that this site 
remain open to the gen-
eral public and prohibits 
any other use other than 
public outdoor recre-
ation. 

The PARC program was 
established to assist cities 
and towns in acquiring 
and developing land for 
park and outdoor recre-
ation purposes. These 
grants can be used by 
municipalities to acquire 
parkland, build a new 
park, or to renovate an 
existing park.

GRANT
continued from page  A1

  Teachers, curriculum 
developers and adminis-
trative staff  are all wel-
come to tour the muse-
um and speak with staff  
about school field trips, 

logistics, and transporta-
tion funding,

 
Regular museum open 

hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Sunday from 
noon to 4 p.m. Other 
touring times can be 

arranged. 
 
For more information, 

email  admin@samu-
elslaterexperience.org  or 
call 508-461-2955. Samuel 
Slater Experience is locat-
ed at 31 Ray St., Webster.

SLATER
continued from page  A1

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

Put fall leaves to work 
in your landscape. This 
valuable resource makes 
a great mulch in planting 
beds, adds organic mat-
ter and nutrients to the 
soil, provides habitat for 
many beneficial insects, 
and is insulation for 
ground-dwelling queen 
bumblebees, toads, and 
more.  

Leave any disease-free 
leaves in garden beds but 
pull them away from the 
trunks of  trees and stems 
of  shrubs. Mulch piles 
against trunks or stems 
create a moist environ-
ment that is more subject 
to rot and disease. It also 
provides a hiding place 
next to these plants for 
voles that feed on bark 
over winter. 

Avoid thick layers of  
leaves, six or more inch-
es deep, in garden beds. 
They can block sunlight 
and smother the plants 
below. Pull leaves off  the 
crowns of  perennials and 
move the excess leaves to 
gardens with little or no 
mulch. 

Use your mower to 
recycle fall leaves that 
land on the lawn. As 
you mow the grass you’ll 
shred the leaves into 
smaller pieces. If  they are 
the size of  a quarter or 
smaller your lawn will be 
fine.   As these leaf  piec-
es decompose, they add 
organic matter and nutri-
ents to the soil. 

When the lawn is over-
whelmed with leaves 
burn a few extra calories 
and rake them into near-
by planting beds. Whole 
leaves provide the best 
habitat for overwintering 
insects. Spread the leaves 
over the soil surface to 
help insulate the roots, 
conserve moisture, sup-
press weeds, and improve 
the soil as it breaks down.

If  your garden beds are 
already filled with leaves 
or this is not practical, 
attach the bagger to the 
mower to shred and col-
lect the excess leaves on 
the lawn. Only use grass 
clippings collected from 
lawns and leaves not 
treated with a weed killer 

this fall. 
Dig extra shredded 

leaves into vacant annu-
al flower and vegetable 
gardens or incorporate 
them into the soil as you 

prepare new planting 
beds.  They will break 
down over winter, improv-
ing the drainage in heavy 
clay soils and increasing 
the water-holding ability 
in fast-draining soils.

Bag shredded leaves 
you want to save for next 
season. Tuck them out 
of  sight for winter under 
trees or around the foun-
dation of  your house for 
added insulation. 

Create compost  with 
fall leaves, plant-based 
kitchen scraps, and 
other landscape trim-
mings. Do not use meat, 
bones or dairy that can 
attract rodents, charcoal 
ash, and human, pet or 
bird droppings that may 
contain disease organ-
isms. Avoid diseased 
and insect-infested plant 
debris, perennial weeds, 
and weeds gone to seed. 
These can survive in 
compost piles that don’t 
produce sufficient heat 
to kill them and end up 

back in the garden in the 
compost.

Oak and large maple 
leaves make great mulch-
es and additions to the 
compost pile but break 

down slowly. Shred 
them with your 
mower or leaf  shred-
der first for quicker 
results. 

You can compost 
black walnut, laurel, 
and eucalyptus leaves 
that contain chem-
icals toxic to other 
plants. Shred them 
first to speed decom-

position and when they 
are fully decomposed the 
compost is safe to use in 
the garden.

As you begin putting 
the fall leaves to work in 
your landscape you will 
start considering them 
a gift, not a curse, from 
nature. 

Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 gardening 
books, including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”  instant video 
and DVD series  and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Consider fall leaves a 
gift from nature

Melinda Myers

Mowing fallen leaves on lawns to shred them into smaller 
pieces adds organic matter and nutrients to the soil as the 
leaf pieces decompose.

Edward Jones hosting presentation on 
retirement & health care

AUBURN —  Medicare  Open Enrollment  begins Oct. 15 and runs through Dec. 
7, where you can join or change a Medicare plan.The increasing cost of  health care 
is a growing concern for current and future retirees. In fact, 25 years ago, retirees 
spent almost twice as much on food as on health care; now the amounts are nearly 
equal. 

Join Edward Jones Financial Advisor, Dennis Antonopoulos & Medicare 
Specialist, Lynne Mussulli Thursday, Oct. 10 at 6 p.m. (with registration beginning 
at 5:45 p.m.) at Brookdale Eddy Pond West, 669 Washington St., Auburn, for our pre-
sentation, “Health Care & Your Retirement,” where we will discuss:

 • Medicare coverage and traditional medical expenses
• Long-term medical care expenses
• Strategies for addressing uncovered expenses
    We hope you will join us for one of  our most popular seminars of  the year! 

Please feel free to bring a friend, relative, colleague or neighbor who may find this 
seminar topic of  interest.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY 

LAWNMOWER.COM

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308
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LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Bruce J. Grici and 
Angela J. Grici to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for CitiMortgage, 
Inc., its successors and assigns, dated 
December 5, 2006 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 40314, 
Page 1 (the “Mortgage”), as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification Agreement 
dated October 1, 2023, and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
69663, Page 219 of which mortgage 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC is the present 
holder by Assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for CitiMortgage, Inc. to 
CitiMortgage, Inc. dated September 13, 
2010 and recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 46367, Page 333, and 
Assignment from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for CitiMortgage, Inc., its suc-
cessors and assigns to CitiMortgage, 
Inc. dated May 25, 2012 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
49089, Page 318, and Assignment from 
CitiMortgage, Inc. to Federal National 
Mortgage Association dated February 
11, 2014 and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 52042, Page 122, 
and Assignment from Federal National 
Mortgage Association to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC dated August 16, 2022 
and recorded at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68113, Page 88, for breach 
of conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premises located at 
650 Oxford Street South, Auburn, MA 
01501 will be sold at a Public Auction 
at 1:00 PM on October 15, 2024, at the 
mortgaged premises, more particularly 
described below, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit:
TRACT I:
The land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon, situated on the 
westerly side of Oxford Street South in 
the Town of Auburn, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, and being shown as 
Lot 3 on a plan of property owned 
by Joseph A. Tonelli, Jr. and John E. 
Johnson, Oxford Street South, Auburn, 
Massachusetts by Cullinan Engineering 
Co., Inc. dated July 22, 1974, which 
plan is recorded with the Worcester 
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 403, 
Plan 40, and to which plan reference is 
made for a more particular description.
TRACT II:
The land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon, situated in the 
Town of Auburn, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, and being shown as 
Lot 4A on a plan of land entitled: “Plan 
Showing Land” in Auburn, Mass. owned 
by Stephen Messina, to be conveyed 
to Joseph C. Messina et ux prepared 
by George E. Smith, Jr. R.L.S. dated 
May 17, 1983, which plan is recorded 
with the Worcester Registry of Deeds in 
Plan Book 509, Plan 19, and to which 
plan reference is made for a more par-
ticular description.
Subject to and with the benefits of any 
and/or all rights, restrictions, covenants 
and easements of record insofar as the 
same may be in force and applicable.
For title, see deed dated 8-13-1996 
from Edward A. Pouzar to Bruce J. Grici 
and Angela J. Grici, recorded with the 
Worcester Registry of Deeds in Book 
18230, Page 152.
For mortgagor’s title see deed recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
18230, Page 152.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale upon acceptance 
of bid; balance of purchase price pay-
able by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be designated by 
mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typograph-
ical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Grici, Bruce J. and Angela J. Grici, 
24-045144
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 04, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

Docket No. W024P3232PM 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF

PETITION TO EXPAND THE  
POWERS OF A CONSERVATOR

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
In the interests of: 

Mary Ann Bushnell of Oxford, MA 
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by Tri-Valley, Inc. of Dudley, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging 
that Mary Ann Bushnell is in need
of a Conservator or other protective or-
der and requesting that 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 
of Worcester, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Conservator to serve With 
Personal Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appointment of a 
Conservator is necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this court.
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 10/15/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attor-
ney must file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after the return 
date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
	 WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 20, 2024 

Stephanie K. Fattman
October 4, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by: Anything 
Automotive INC, 8 E Main street, 
Webster MA   01570 pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L.C. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on: 11 October 2024 at 5:00 PM at 
8 E Main street, Webster MA by private 
sale the following motor vehicle will be 
sold to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
Vehicle description: Year 2009
Make: Honda Accord 
Registration#/State: 1DPG18/ MA
VIN:  1HGCP25799A063617
Name and address of vehicle owner: 
Carlos A Diaz   630 Main St North 
Oxford, MA 01537
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L. C.225, Section 39A 
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024

Notice is hereby given by: Anything 
Automotive INC, 8 E Main street, 
Webster MA   01570 pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L.C. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on: 11 October 2024 at 5:00 PM  at 
8 E Main street, Webster MA by private 
sale the following motor vehicle will be 
sold to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
Vehicle Description: Year 2014
Make: Chrysler 200
Registration #/ State: 2JDD71/ MA
VIN: 1C3CCBAB7EN124491
Name and address of vehicle owner: 
Melissa Marie Greeson 79 E Main St 
Apt 2 Webster, MA 01570
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L. C.225, Section 39A 
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024

Notice is hereby given by: Anything 
Automotive INC, 8 E Main street, 
Webster MA   01570 pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L.C. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on: 11 October 2024 at 5:00 PM at 
8 E Main street, Webster MA by private 
sale the following motor vehicle will be 

sold to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
Vehicle Description: Year 2007
Make: Kia Optima
Registration/State: 2NJB73/ MA 
VIN: KNAGE124875145819
Name and address of vehicle owner: 
Cheyene Crete 41 Brook St Webster, 
MA 01570
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L. C.225, Section 39A 
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024

Notice is hereby given by: Anything 
Automotive INC, 8 E Main street, 
Webster MA   01570 pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L.C. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on: 11 October 2024 at 5:00 PM at 
8 E Main street, Webster MA by private 
sale the following motor vehicle will be 
sold to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
Vehicle Description: Year 2011
Make: Mercury Mariner 
Registration/State: 162EA9/ MA
VIN: 4M2CN9B76BKJ01333
Name and address of vehicle owner: 
Arpad M Garamy 84 Chaplin St 
Southbridge, MA 01550
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L. C.225, Section 39A 
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. W024C0347CA

CITATION ON PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

In the matter of:
Aviana Stella Leahy-Rojas
A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by 
Aviana Stella Leahy-Rojas of WEb-
ster MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to:
Aviana Stella Leahy

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10/08/24 at 10 a.m. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance if you object to this proceed-
ing. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 5, 2024
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
October 4, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3309EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Elaine M Dunleavy

Date of Death: 05/01/2024 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by 
Karen M Kaminski of Augusta ME
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Karen M Kaminski of Augusta ME
 be appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve   on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 10/22/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to 
you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNI-
FORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 25, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 4,  2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 57 Hillside Avenue, Webster, 
Massachusetts
By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Elizabeth A. Hatch and 
Walter M. Lewinski, wife and husband 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for Urban Financial 
Group its successors and assigns and 
now held by WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, not individual-
ly but solely as trustee for FINANCE 
OF AMERICA STRUCTURED 
SECURITIES ACQUISITION TRUST 
2018-HB1, said mortgage dated August 
6, 2012, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 49450, Page 383, as 
affected by an Assignment of Mortgage 
dated November 4, 2016, and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
56262, Page 227, as affected by an 
Assignment of Mortgage dated March 
20, 2023, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 68964, Page 108, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on October 18, 
2024 at 10:00 AM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit:
The land with all improvements thereon 
situated at 57 Hillside Avenue, Webster, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts. Said 
land and improvements being more 
specifically described as follows:
Land with all buildings thereon of 
every description and all privileges and 
appurtenances thereto belonging, situ-
ated in Webster, County of Worcester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on 
the easterly side of Hillside Avenue, 
and being lot #77 on, “Plan of Lots at 
Hillside Avenue, Webster, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts”, dated October 
14, 1943 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds, 
Plan book 161, Plan 12, and bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the easterly line 
of said Hillside Avenue at Lot #78 as 
shown by the above captioned plan;
THENCE easterly, two hundred six and 
thirty-nine hundredths (206.39) feet by 
said lot #78 to a stake in the westerly 
line of parcel “B” as shown by said plan;
THENCE northerly sixty (60) feet at 
right angles to the last mentioned line 
by said parcel “B” to a stake at lot #76 
on said plan;
THENCE westerly two hundred one 
and sixteen hundredths (201.16) feet by 
said lot #76 and parallel to the first men-
tioned course to a stake in the easterly 
line of said Hillside Avenue;
THENCE southerly with an interior 
angle of 60 degrees 00 feet a distance 
of sixty and twenty three hundredths 
(60.23) feet by said Hillside Avenue to a 
point of beginning.
The description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical error in this 
publication.
For Mortgagor’s Title see deed dated 
August 9, 2012, and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 49450, Page 
381.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars 
of the purchase price must be paid by 
a certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check at the time and place of 
the sale by the purchaser. The balance 
of the purchase price shall be paid by 
a certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within forty-five (45) 
days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale. 
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, not individually but 
solely as
trustee for FINANCE OF AMERICA
STRUCTURED SECURITIES 
ACQUISITION
TRUST 2018-HB1
Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: 401-234-9200
MLG File No.: 23-00910

Deborah J. Patterson
			   Recorder
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024
October 11, 2024

LEGALS
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The Attorney General’s deadline 
for a decision on Warrant Article 
24 (General) of the Annual Town 
Meeting held on May 20, 2024, is 
extended for an additional 60 days 
under the authority conferred by 
G.L. c 40, § 32. A decision on Article 
24 will be issued on or before 
October 26, 2024. Warrant Article 
#12 (Zoning) of the Annual Town 
Meeting held on May 20, 2024, has 
received approval from the Attorney 
General’s Office on August 27, 2024. 
The Attorney General’s Office has 
disapproved the text in Section 
101.11 in Article 16 (General) of 
the Annual Town Meeting held on 
May 20, 2024, declaring that a per-
son violating the by-law “is guilty 
of a misdemeanor”, however the 
remainder of Article 16 is approved 
by the Attorney General’s Office on 
August 27, 2024, as it does not con-
flict with the Constitution or laws of 
the Commonwealth. The entire text 
of these by-laws is posted in the 
following five places in accordance 
with G.L c. 40 § 32: Dudley Municipal 
Complex, Pearle Crawford Memorial 
Library, Mason Road School, Dudley 
District Court House and Shepherd 
Hill High School.
Attest: Lori A. Smith, Dudley Town 
Clerk
October 4, 2024
October 11, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Shawn E. Benway 
and Daryl J. Benway to THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON F/K/A THE 
BANK OF NEW YORK as succes-
sor in interest to JP Morgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. as Trustee for Structured 
Asset Mortgage Investments II Trust 
2006-AR4 Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certificates Series 2006-AR4, 
dated May 4, 2006 and recorded in 
Worcester County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 38926, Page 218, for breach 
of the conditions of said Mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing same will 

be sold at Public Auction at 3:00pm on 
October 18, 2024 at 128 Main Street, 
Oxford, MA 01540, all and singular the 
premises described in said Mortgage, 
to wit: 
TRACT I
THE LAND IN OXFORD, WORCESTER 
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS WITH 
BUILDINGS THEREON, BEING 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS LOT 
#30 ON A PLAN OF HUGUENOT 
TRACT, OWNED BY THE HALL 
REALTY CO., WEBSTER DATED 
AUGUST 26, 1927, DRAWN BY 
J.R. KLEINDIENST, SURVEYOR, 
RECORDED IN THE WORCESTER 
DISCTRICT REGISTRY OF
DEEDS IN PLAN BOOK 51, PLAN 
16, BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: 
NORTHERLY 189.7 FEET BY LOT 
31 ON SAID PLAN; EASTERLY 60.2 
FEET BY LOT 59 ON SAID PLAN; 
SOUTHERLY 207.1 FEET BY LOT 29 
ON SAID PLAN; WESTERLY 61 FEET 
BY THE STATE HIGHWAY.
TRACT II
THE LAND IN OXFORD BEING 
LOT #31 ON PLAN OF HUGUENOT 
TRACT DATED AUGUST 26, 1927 
RECORDED IN WORCESTER 
DISTRICT OF DEEDS, PLAN BOOK 
51, PLAN 16 AND BOUNDED AND 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON 
THE SOUTHERLY SIDE OF 
SO. MAIN STREET, BEING THE 
NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF LOT 
#30 ON SAID PLAN;
THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY BY 
SAID LOT #30 BEING OTHER LAND 
OF THE GRANTEES HEREIN ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHTY-NINE AND 
SEVEN TENTHS (189.7) FEET TO A 
POINT;
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY BY 
LOT #58 ON SAID PLAN SIXTY AND 
TWENTY HUNDREDTHS (60.20) 
FEET TO POINT;
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY BY LOT 
#32 ON SAID PLAN ONE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-SIX AND SEVENTY 
HUNDREDTHS (176.70) FEET TO 
SAID HIGHWAY;
THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY 
BY A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, 

THE RADIUS OF WHICH IS SIX 
HUNDRED SEVENTEEN AND TWO 
HUNDREDTHS (617.02) FEET BY 
SAID HIGHWAY SIXTY-TWO AND 
SEVENTY HUNDREDTHS (62.70) 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
The premises are to be sold subject to 
and with the benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, and attor-
ney’s fees and costs. 
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00 
CENTS ($10,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s check 
or money order will be required to be  
Paid by the purchaser in the form of 
certified funds at the time and place 
of sale. The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the form of 
a certified funds to Albertelli Law, 5404 
Cypress Center Dr., Ste 300, Tampa, 
FL 33609. A deed will be provided 
to the purchaser for recording upon 
receipt of the full purchase price. The 
Mortgagee reserves the right to bid 
at the sale, to reject any and all bids, 
to continue the sale and to amend the 
terms of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set 
aside for any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. The pur-
chaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attorney. The 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publication. 
TIME WILL BE OF THE ESSENCE. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK 
as successor in interest to JP 
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A. as Trustee 
for Structured Asset Mortgage 
Investments II Trust 2006-AR4 
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates 
Series 2006-AR4, Present Holder of 

said Mortgage
By Its Attorney
Patrick D. Beaton, Esq.
Albertelli Law
400 TradeCenter, Suite 5900
Woburn, MA 01801
Phone: 813-221-4743
24-005756
September 20, 2024
September 27, 2024
October 4, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P3225EA
Estate of: 

Sandra A. Jacob
Alson Known As:

Sandra Jacob
Date Of Death: May 1, 2024

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Scott M Corbin of  Carson CA
Scott M Corbin of  Carson CA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can  
be obtained from the Petitioner.
October 4, 2024

LEGALS

WORCESTER — 
CASA’s 6th annu-
al Champions for 
Children signature 
fundraiser brought in a 
record-breaking amount 
of  more than $150,000 to 
support their mission 
to advocate for and sup-
port youth impacted by 
the foster care system in 
Worcester County. 

The event was host-
ed for the second time 
at the Top of  the Tower, 
Worcester’s newest and 
hottest event venue locat-
ed at 446 Main St., owned 
and managed by Synergy, 
a Boston-based real estate 
investment and services 
company. An evening to 
celebrate and sustain 
CASA’s work, honor sup-
porters, and share sto-
ries of  impact, the event 
shattered last year’s 
record of  $110,000 raised. 
Champions for Children 
was held on Thursday, 

Sept. 12, and featured 
several local restaurants 
and food vendors serving 
their unique multicultur-
al cuisine, live entertain-
ment, and a chance for 
guests to win a trip to 
Costa Rica. 

The event honored 
select members of  the 
CASA community, thank-
ing them for their import-
ant roles in advancing 
the work of  the organiza-
tion. Honorees included 
District Attorney Joseph 
Early, Jr.; Mary O’Coin, 
director of  the United 
Way of  South Central 
MA; and long-time volun-
teers Deborah McDonnell 
and Elizabeth Young. 

Under the leadership 
of  executive director 
Julie Bowditch and event 
chairwoman and board 
member Liz Estabrooks, 
the event celebrates the 
diverse community of  
Worcester County and 

brings together sup-
porters from all over 
the region. Attendees 
included city and state 
representatives such as 
Mayor Joe Petty, school 
committee member 
Molly McCullough, state 
senators Robyn Kennedy 
and Michael Moore, state 
representative David 
Lebeouf, and Governor’s 
Councilor Paul DePalo, 
as well as business and 
community leaders in 
the region. Lead sponsors 
included Top of  the Tower, 
Lee Tesconi & Family, 
JoyGuru Humanitarian 
Services, Inc., Central 
MA Productions, 
Wednesday’s Child, 
Plumb House, Carr 
Financial Group, and 
Peter Wyman & Family. 

Bowditch said, “We are 
overwhelmed with grati-
tude. Each time I believe 
our community cannot 
outdo itself  in supporting 

the youth and families we 
serve, it does!” 

During her remarks at 
the event, she challenged 
guests to remember a piv-
otal adult who positively 
changed their lives when 
they were growing up and 
reminded them that each 
of  us has the power to fill 
that role for today’s most 
vulnerable youth – as 
family members, neigh-
bors, educators, men-
tors, and as part of  the 

CASA community. CASA 
Project Worcester County 
is a nonprofit organiza-
tion appointed by juve-
nile court judges to the 
most challenging cases 
to provide best-interest, 
unbiased information 
to the court and amplify 
the needs and wishes of  
the youth on the cases. 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASAs) are 
carefully screened and 
trained community vol-

unteers who support 
hundreds of  foster-in-
volved youth throughout 
the county each year. 
CASA Project Worcester 
County is a member 
of  the National CASA 
Association and the old-
est and largest of  seven 
programs of  its kind in 
the state. Learn more or 
get involved at www.the-
casaproject.org.

WORCESTER — Girls 
on the Run Worcester 
County is excited to 
announce its first annu-
al Sneaker Soiree, set to 
take place on Oct. 24 at 
Worcester Country Club 
in Worcester. This special 
event, proudly sponsored 
by UMass Memorial 
Health, aims to celebrate 
and support the empow-
erment of  young girls 
through the transforma-
tive power of  running.

Kicking off  Girls on the 
Run Worcester County’s 
10th anniversary, the 
Sneaker Soiree will fea-
ture an evening of  fun, 
inspiration, and commu-
nity spirit. Attendees can 
look forward to:

·        Silent Auction: Bid 
on exclusive items and 
experiences generously 
donated by local busi-
nesses and supporters.

·        Guest Speakers: 
Hear inspiring stories 
from Girls on the Run 
participants and commu-
nity leaders, including a 
special keynote address 
by Molly Barker, found-
er of  Girls on the Run 

International.
·        Delicious Food and 

Drinks: Savor a variety 
of  culinary delights and 
beverages.

·        Music and 
Entertainment: Wear 
comfortable sneakers 
and hit the dance floor.

“We are thrilled to host 
our first Sneaker Soiree 
and bring together our 
community to support 
the incredible work of  
Girls on the Run,” said 
Karen Spencer, Executive 
Director of  Girls on the 
Run Worcester County. 
“This event is a wonder-
ful opportunity to cele-
brate the achievements 
of  our girls and ensure we 
can continue to provide 
impactful programs.”

UMass Memorial 
Health, the largest 
healthcare system in the 
region, is committed to 
supporting community 
initiatives that promote 
health and well-being. 

“We are proud to spon-
sor the Sneaker Soiree 
and support Girls on the 
Run Worcester County 
in its mission to empow-

er young girls,” said 
Victoria McCandless, 
UMass Memorial Health, 
Chief  of  Staff  and CEO 
Communications Officer. 
“Their work aligns with 
our commitment to fos-
tering a healthy commu-
nity.”

Girls on the Run 
Worcester County is a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to empower-
ing young girls through 
a unique program that 
combines physical activ-
ity with important life 
skills. The program 
encourages girls to devel-
op self-confidence, build 
healthy relationships, 
and make positive deci-
sions.

Tickets for the Sneaker 
Soiree are available now 
and can be purchased 
online at www.gotr-worc.
org/sneaker-soiree. All 
proceeds from the event 
will directly support Girls 
on the Run Worcester 
County’s programs and 
scholarships.

WEBSTER — The 
Samuel Slater Experience 
is planning two topical 
lectures in October, both 
related to local Native 
American history. 

  The Apostle to the 
Indians

Sunday, Oct. 20, 3-4 p.m.
  The Rev. John Eliot, 

an early arrival to the 
Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, believed his life’s 
mission was to convert 
the Native Americans 
to Christianity. He 
established a series 
of  “Praying Indian” 
villages in Central 
Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut. 
These villages were the 
beginnings of  the com-
munities of  Webster-
Dudley, Thompson, Conn. 
Woodstock, Conn., and 
Oxford-Sutton, among 
others. Linda Casey, local 
historian and author, will 
relate the fascinating 
story of  John Eliot, the 
“Apostle to the Indians.”

  The talk will be given 
on Sunday, Oct. 20, at 3 

p.m. at the Samuel Slater 
Experience in Webster. It 
will last about one hour.

  The lecture is free; to 
register, go to samuelslat-
erexperience.org. Tours of  
the museum, prior to the 
talk, will be available for 
the normal ticket price. 
Samuel Slater Experience 
is at 31 Ray St., Webster. 
For more information, 
email  admin@samuelsla-
terexperience.org  or call 
508-461-2955.

  Discover the 
Nipmuc  Lithic  Trail, 
October 26

  Saturday, Oct. 26, 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.

  Native Americans 
in  the  Nipmuc Territory 
in southern Worcester 
County and northeast 
Connecticut left tangi-
ble artifacts, called  lith-
ic  structures, and some 
can be found today in 
our fields and woods. 
Examples are cairns, 
chambers, anthropomor-
phic stone art and weirs. 
Local historian and 
expert Joseph Iamartino 

will present evidence, 
photographic and from 
written history, the  pur-
pose of   these historic 
structures. Enthusiasts 
are working diligent-
ly to preserve and doc-
ument  the  remaining 
structures. Hear about 
recent exciting finds that 
expand  the  wonderful 
story of  Nipmuc culture.

 
The talk will be given 

on Saturday, Oct. 26, at 
11 a.m. and again at 1 
p.m. at the Samuel Slater 
Experience in Webster. It 
will last about one hour. 

 
The  lecture is free; to 

register, go to http://sam-
uelslaterexperience.org. 
Tours of  the museum will 
be available for  the  nor-
mal ticket price. 

Samuel Slater 
Experience is at 31 Ray St., 
Webster. For more infor-
mation, email  admin@
samuelslaterexperience.
org or call 508-461-2955.

 

CASA Project Worcester County hosts 
record-breaking fundraising and awards event

Girls on the Run Worcester County hosts first Sneaker 
Soirée sponsored by UMass Memorial Health

Upcoming events at Samuel 
Slater Experience

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



CHARLTON — Kelsey 
Roman, LPN, an alumna of  
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy and an LPN at the 
Baystate Medical Center, 
has received the prestigious 
DAISY Award. 

A national program, the 
award is presented to nurses 
who go above and beyond for 
their patients and commu-
nity. She was nominated by 
Katie Dambeck, RRT, for her 
determination and life-sav-
ing patient advocacy. 

Roman’s recognition is 
particularly special because 
it is the first time in Baystate 
Medical Center’s histo-
ry that an LPN has been 
honored with the DAISY 
Award. The DAISY Award 
recognizes the outstanding 
professionalism and com-
passion that nurses bring to 
patients and families every 
day. It was established by 
the DAISY Foundation in 
California in memory of  J. 
Patrick Barnes, who died at 
age 33 of  an autoimmune 
disease. DAISY is an acro-
nym for “diseases attacking 
the immune system.”

According to Dambeck, 
“Kelsey activated RRT to 
the bedside of  a patient 
with concerns regarding his 
extremely large, semi rigid 
abdomen. He had increas-
ing pain and shortness of  
breath. My immediate 
assessment, as a seasoned 
surgical nurse, was com-
pletely in line with her con-

cerns. I knew upon sight of  
this patient’s abdomen that 
we were moving towards a 
surgical emergency. I was 
able to discuss the plan of  
care with the providers at 
bedside, who agreed to con-
sult surgery. The following 

day, while rounding, Kelsey 
brought me back to the bed-
side with continued con-
cern. I agreed with her and 
assisted in administering a 
Harris drip enema per the 
medical recommendations. I 
had to leave the bedside for 

an emergency, but upon my 
return that evening, it was 
very clear that Kelsey con-
tinued to strongly advocate 
for her patient throughout 
the day. As it turned out, the 
patient had an impending 
perforation. Kelsey continu-
ally communicated with her 
providers, performed mul-
tiple time-consuming inter-
ventions, and brought RRT 
to the bedside to support her 
concerns.” 

Dambeck added that 
that the patient was out of  
Surgical ICU, “alive and 
ambulating on the post-op 
unit, all because Kelsey 
trusted her instincts and did 
not give up and showed tre-
mendous compassion to her 
patient.”

Roman graduated from 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy with the Class 
of  2019. While at Bay Path 
she was a Horatio Alger 
CTE scholarship recipient, 
an officer for the UNICEF 
Club, a student represen-
tative, and a district cham-
pion for SkillsUSA Health 
Knowledge Bowl earning 
a Gold Medal.   She volun-
teered for MRC, the Paxton 
Fair, the Bay Path College 
Fair, and the Safety Fair in 
Marlboro. She is certified in 
Mental Health First Aid and 
Infusion Therapy/Central 
Line Care.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

MARK TONKIN 
PUTS HIS CHEF 
HAT BACK ON! 
YUMMY PASTA!!!
The First Congregational Church of Dudley 
(aka Dudley Hill Church, 135 Center Rd.) 
will host a pasta and meatball supper on 
Saturday, Oct. 19. Mark Tonkin, formerly 
head chef at Oxford’s, and other church 
members will cook this meal.  It is sure 
to be yummy!  There are 2 seatings, one 
at 4:30 p.m., and the other at 6 p.m. The 
menu includes pasta, meatballs and sauce, 
salad with Italian dressing, garlic bread, 
and applesauce.  The price is $15 for ages 
13 and up, $8 for children ages six to 
13, and free for those ages 5 and under. 
Reservations are recommended, as there 
is limited seating. To make a reservation, 
please call 508-943-7320. Leave your name, 
telephone number, time of seating (4:30 or 
6 p.m.), and the number of seats you are 
reserving for.  If you are unsure if you can 
come, tickets will be sold at the door.

Knights of 
Columbus 
Webster 
Council 

#228 holds 
successful 

charity drive
WEBSTER — On Saturday, Sept. 21, the 

Knights of  Columbus Webster Council 
#228 held a successful ‘Toll Booth’ event, 
raising an impressive $1,157 from gener-
ous motorists. All money collected will 
go directly to state-wide charity that sup-
ports children with physical or intellectu-
al disabilities.

Over the years, funds raised by the 
council have gone toward life-changing 
projects for children with disabilities, 
such as the purchase of  wheelchairs, 
assistive technology, and the construc-
tion of  ramps, ensuring greater access 
and independence for children. The 
Knights of  Columbus Council #228 is 
proud to continue its annual fundraising 
efforts in the Webster and Dudley area, 
thanks to the unwavering support of  the 
community.

We extend a special thanks to Dudley 
Gas and Auto Service for their generous 
donation, which significantly contribut-
ed to the success of  this event.

The Knights of  Columbus Council #228 
remains committed to charitable giving 
and service throughout the year. We give 
and serve throughout the year, and we 
are truly grateful for the continued gen-
erosity of  the greater community.

CHARLTON —  Calling 
all tweens and teens ages 
9-18! Are you interested in 
knitting, crocheting, needle 
felting, or other fiber art? 
Charlton Public Library’s 
Fiber Arts Club is for you. 
Join us on Fridays, Oct. 
11 and Oct. 25, from 3:45 to 

4:30 p.m. to practice your 
craft, learn from more expe-
rienced friends, or teach 
others. We may have some 
special guests stopping by 
to give some pointers. Don’t 
forget to bring your current 
projects! 

This group is for those 

between the ages of  nine to 
18. Please register on our 
event calendar: charltonli-
brary.org. Please only regis-
ter the tween or teen attend-
ing the program, not par-
ents/caregivers. (Younger 
siblings are not allowed to 
attend this program due to 

the the presence of  sharp 
objects.) 

Charlton Public Library 
is located at 40 Main St. in 
Charlton. Additional park-
ing available across Main 
Street at Town Hall.

  SOUTHBRIDGE —  The 
Ruth Wells Center for the 
Arts is hosting a Harvest 
Fair on Sunday, Oct. 6 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the grounds 
of  the center, 111 Main St. in 
Southbridge. 

Featuring a dozen craft 
vendors, the lawn will have 
a variety of  crafters selling 
jewelry, collectibles, hand-
made items for all ages. 
There will be a kids’ area 
where for $10 kids can make 
a scarecrow to bring home. 

Pumpkin painting for $2 will 
allow kids to express their 
artistic talents- and bring 
home decorations! The 
Angry Panda food truck will 
be available from 1-4 p.m.

    The Harvest Fair is free 
and open to the public. 

The galleries will also be 
open- with an exciting exhib-
it of  ghoulish, spooky and 
Halloween themed art. For 
more information, go to the 
Web site,  ruthwellscenter.
com, or call 508-764-3341.

SNHU announces 
Summer 2024 Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University  (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Summer 2024 
Dean’s List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of  3.500 to 3.699 
for the reporting term are named to 
the Dean’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 credits over 
each 16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, 
and summer.

Nicholas Piekarczyk of  Dudley 
Alex Hetherman of  Webster 
Miko Schiavoni of  Oxford 
Southern New Hampshire 

University  (SNHU) is a private, non-
profit, accredited institution with 
a 92-year history of  educating tra-
ditional-aged students and working 
adults. Now serving more than 200,000 
learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 accred-
ited undergraduate, 
graduate and cer-
tificate programs, 
available online and 
on its 300-acre cam-
pus in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. 
Recognized as 
one of  the “Most 
Innovative” region-
al universities by 
U.S. News & World 
Report and one of  
the fastest-grow-
ing universities in 
the country, SNHU 
is committed to 
expanding access to 
high quality, afford-
able pathways that 
meet the needs of  
each learner.

SNHU announces Summer 2024 President’s List
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It is with great pleasure that  Southern New Hampshire 

University  (SNHU) congratulates the following students on being named to the Summer 2024 
President’s List. The summer terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a minimum grade-point average of  3.700 and 
above for the reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-time status is achieved by earning 
12 credits over each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Marysol Cruz of  Southbridge 
Matthew Hall of  Southbridge 
Shana Caisse of  Southbridge 
Gregory Swift of  Charlton City 
Ryan Manners of  Sturbridge 
Peter Perez of  Holland 

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with a 
92-year history of  educating traditional-aged students and working adults. Now serving more than 
200,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers approximately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and 
certificate programs, available online and on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, New Hampshire. 
Recognized as one of  the “Most Innovative” regional universities by U.S. News & World Report and 
one of  the fastest-growing universities in the country, SNHU is committed to expanding access to 
high quality, affordable pathways that meet the needs of  each learner.

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University  (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Summer 2024 
President’s List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of  3.700 and above for 
the reporting term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and sum-
mer.

Dina Holmes of  Auburn 
Lillian Berry of  Auburn 
Jordan Keefe of  Dudley 
Dennis James Stelmach of  Dudley 
Stephanie Tetlow of  Dudley 
Karissa Lamothe of  Webster 
Michael Duteau of  Webster 
Abigail MacLagan of  Webster 
Jacquelyn Ricard of  Webster 

Paige Chaifetz of  Webster 
Meighan McCarthy of  Webster 
Emma Snow of  Oxford 
Corben Bowen of  Oxford 
Jessica Socia of  Oxford 
Southern New Hampshire 

University (SNHU) is a private, nonprof-
it, accredited institution with a 92-year 
history of  educating traditional-aged stu-
dents and working adults. Now serving 
more than 200,000 learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approximately 200 accred-
ited undergraduate, graduate and cer-
tificate programs, available online and 
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Recognized as one of  
the “Most Innovative” regional univer-
sities by U.S. News & World Report and 
one of  the fastest-growing universities 
in the country, SNHU is committed to 
expanding access to high quality, afford-
able pathways that meet the needs of  
each learner.

Fiber Arts club for tweens & teens 
at Charlton Public Library

Ruth Wells Center hosting Harvest Fair

SNHU announces Summer 2024 
 President’s List

Bay Path LPN receives DAISY Award

Kelsey Roman

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

Open house 10/6/22 12-2 
8 Westward Way, Brookfield

 in Wagon Wheel Park

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

*5 Acres * 3.5 Baths
* Oak Floors throughout

*Gourmet Kitchen w/ center island
* Finished Lower Level w/ Full Bath

* Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEATURE HOME- CHARLTON
NEW Construction- Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $695,000

*1.37 Acres
* 2.5 Baths

*Private Country 
Setting

*Hickory  
Cabinets reaching 

to the ceiling
*Step down 
livingroom

93 Haggerty Rd. $654,900

CHARLTON- 4 BEDROOMS BUYER- 
REPRESENTATION 

OFFERED!
*Experinced Agents
*Market Knowledge
*Participants in the 
Homes for Heroes 

Program offering Buyer 
and Seller Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

2 BANKOWNED 
PROPERTIES 
AVAILABLE 

WEBSTER - 4/5 Bedroom 
Home, totally redone

$499,900
DUDLEY- 2 Units, 

2 bedroom each, 
 2 car garage

$499,000
BUYERS CALL FOR 
REPRESENTATION
Jo-Ann 508-943-7669

LAND! LAND! LAND!
CHARLTON- 6.1 ACRES

Existing well on property
Unique Opportunity - 

Existing House needs to be demolished
Call Jo-Ann for details

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To 
Have & To Hold” Quality Built, Re-
spectfully Maintained Two Family! Built 
in 1941 & owned by the same family 
for 83+ Years. 10 Spacious Rooms! 
Hallway w/custom staircase ~ Very 
Impressive! Hardwood floors! Level lot 
w/outdoor fireplace!  $499,900.

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

Featured New Construction Listing!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside 
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction 
Homes To Be Built at this Site.  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living 
Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!      $579,900

WEBSTER- 22 COOPER RD 

Property Management   
Residential 
Commercial

Condominium
Rental/Leasing 

Property Maintenance
Construction
Remodeling
Maintenance

Handyman Services
Established in 1985 

with almost 40 years of experience. 
Fully licensed and insured.

971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

Realty Management, llc

R&R

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

STURBRIDGE — On 
Wednesday evening, 

Sept. 25, the parking 
area near the bright blue 
Security and First Aid 
building at (OSV) Old 

Sturbridge Village was 
packed full of  cars. The 
security attendant at the 
gate providing directions 

to the Master Masons to 
walk towards the main 
OSV common area.  It 
was a cool cloudy evening 
with chances of  scat-
tered showers. This did 
not deterrent the Master 
Masons to attend and 
participate in this special 
ceremony in the main 
common area. Master 
Masons from through-
out Massachusetts and 
representatives from the 
Grand Masonic Lodge 
in Boston were there to 
witness this historic cer-
emony. This special cere-
mony was performed by 
the Quinebuag Masonic 
Lodge members and 
volunteers in the main 
common area in front of  
the Salem Towne House 
building were Master 
Masons use to meet 228 
years ago.

Here is a brief  histori-

cal summary of  the Salem 
Towne House. It was built 
in 1796 in Charlton for 
the Towne family who 
was a very prominent 
family in the communi-
ty at this time. General 
Salem Towne was active 
in the community. Both 
the father General Salem 
Towne and his son Salem 
Towne Jr. were Master 
Masons. They used to 
hold Masonic meet-
ings in their home from 
about 1796 through 1804, 
according to research 
information obtained 
from Masonic genealo-
gy. Master Masons from 
the surrounding commu-
nity would travel to the 
General Salem Towne 
house to meet for these 
meetings. 

The Quinebuag 
Masonic Lodge mem-
bers and volunteers set 

up a small 
portion of  
the OSV 
c o m m o n 
area with 
tiki torch-
es to light 
up this 
area for 
their meet-
ing and 
to reenact 
what these 
M a s t e r 
Masons did 
during that 
time frame. 
A couple 
of  pop-up 
tents was 
p r o v i d e d 
along with 
benches by 
OSV for the 
brethren if  
they choose 
to stay dry 
if  it rained 
h e a v i l y. 
Prior to 
the degree 
work, din-
ner was 
served in 
the Bullard 
T a v e r n 

which is right next to the 
common.  The food that 
was served was enjoyed 
by those who had dinner 
at the Bullard Tavern. 

The final stage of  the 
degree work ended in 
the Meeting House at the 
other end of  the common. 
This beautiful build-
ing and its huge steeple 
pointing skyward, along 
with huge pillars in front 
of  the meeting house 
was a dominant symbol 
of  every New England 
town. What a way to end 
the final stage of  this 
degree work meeting in 
this beautiful building. 
This ambiance, the type 
of  pews you sat in and the 
echo when the speaker 
spoke brought you back 
in time to how life was 
lived back then. As one 
of  our Master Masons 
that attended the meeting 
stated. One of  the most 
memorable ceremonies 
he has ever witnessed. 
The execution was 
great, and the ambiance 
couldn’t have been better. 
From the chiming steeple 
bells to the candle -lit tiki 
torches. Every detail cre-
ated a perfect atmosphere 
of  the time era. The 
meeting house with its 
creaky floorboards and a 
packed crowd, added to 
the unique energy of  the 
night. Even the lite up 
cemetery contributed to 
the hauntingly beautiful 
setting.

A special thank you go 
to all the Master Masons 
who volunteered and 
participate in this spe-
cial degree event. Also 
Thank you to Sandra 
Polanik Assistant 
Director of  Events and 
Public Programs at the 
OSV for her assistance in 
making this a memorable 
event. If  you would like 
more information about 
Freemasonry and to find 
a lodge nearest you, visit 
our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org.
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Say Hello to Mass Advantage,  
your local Medicare Advantage plan designed with 
the help of UMass Memorial Health providers with 

their patients’ needs in mind.

More locations, dates and times available.

Call our Benefit Information Center at 
(844) 513-0529 (TTY:711) 

or visit MassAdvantage.info/SeminarsNow

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week; 
and April 1 – September 30, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. †Premium and coverage may 
vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our network. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 513-0529 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather.                                                          

Y0173_250088_M Accepted

   $0 monthly plan 
premium HMO & PPO 
plan options  

   No medical or 
prescription drug 
deductibles

   $0 or low copays 
for Tier 1 and Tier 2 
prescription drugs

   Copays as low as 
$0 for physical and 
occupational therapy, 
labs, and x-rays 

   Prepaid benefit card 
allowances for fitness, 
mental health apps, 
Weight Watchers, 
hearing aids, eyewear, 
and more 

   $0 copay preventive 
dental service and 
generous  
comprehensive dental 
coverage

RSVP for a local informational seminar today.

Enjoy these 
benefits† and more:

Auburn  
The Auburn ELKS Lodge  
754 Southbridge Street

• Oct. 15, at 2 PM

East Brookfield   
The Salem Cross Inn  
260 West Main Street

• Oct. 24, at 2 PM

Southbridge 
Harrington Hospital 
100 South Street, Conference Rm 1

• Oct. 22, at 2 PM 
• Nov. 19, at 10 AM

Sturbridge  
Publick House Historic Inn  
277 Main Street 

• Oct. 16, at 10 AM 

Uxbridge
Tri-River Family Health Center  
281 East Hartford Avenue 

• Oct. 28, at 2 PM 

Webster 
Webster Senior Center 
5 Church Street

• Oct. 17, at 10 AM

Virtual Seminars  
via Zoom (online)

• Oct. 21, at 2 PM 
• Oct. 26, at 10 AM 

Courtesy

Master Masons that attended this special degree event from throughout the state of 
Massachusetts standing on the steps in front of the Meeting House at Old Sturbridge Village.

Quinebuag Masonic Lodge holds special event 
at Old Sturbridge Village 
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