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Jo-Ann Szymczak
REALTOR® EMERITUS
Re/Max Vision
c: 774.230.5044 
o: 508.943.7669

With over 47 years of experience, I have a home office in 
Dudley. The RE/Max Vision office is located on 25 Union Street 
in Worcester. Being a real estate agent is more than just placing 
an ad in the newspaper or marketing online. I act as a counseler 
to my client (buyer or seller). I provide assistance in marketing, 
staging, inspections, negotiation, and educating them to real 
estate values. It is a full time job. In order to provide good 
service, I have a client coordinator, Vicki Bennett assisting me.

I was originally a math teacher and always had an interest in 
real estate. When I acquired a license I approached a local broker 
and began my real estate career. I am still actively involved 
in teaching. I have taught real estate licensing and conducted 
numerous real estate education classes in buying foreclosures 
and landlord/tenant classes in Night-life programs at Bay Path 
Vocational and Assabet Valley Technical School.

The business has changed because of techology and the 
information network making it easier for buyers to obtain much 
of their needed information through the internet. For sellers, 
environmental issues and more informed consumers has made 
it critical that sellers get professional assistance early to sell their 
home. Buyers are all watching HGTV and have very specific 
expectations. Sellers need guidance in staging and making 
sure they have prepared their house for home inspections. 
Professionals are able to make it a more pleasurable experience 
for both buyers and sellers by counselling them.

“HOME FOR HEROES”
The most recent changes I have made in doing business is I 

have partnered wih Diane Casey-Luong the Massaschusetts #1 
Homes for Heroes Realtor.

We are participating in a program  that recognizes thsoe 
who serve our community. It’s just one way to give back and 
say, ‘Thank You” for all you’ve done. Fire-fighters, EMS, Law 
Enforcement, Healthcare Professional, Teachers and Military 
Members and Veterans from across the country have saved 
over 90 MIllion Dollara!

COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT… PEOPLE ARE 
IMPORTANT. If you need help in buying or selling  
I offer a hometown advantage along with regional experience. 
Feel free to call me to discuss your real estate options.

VISION

2024 Meet Your
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ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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Stonebridge Press is the parent company to seven newspapers in Massachusetts, 
and four newspapers in Northeast Connecticut. The best way to become familiar 
with our publications is to visit our website - www.StonebridgePress.com - where 
you can browse our papers and our advertisers. All advertisements are published 
on our website in the current issue and on the archives.

All of our community newspapers are mailed by the U.S. Post Office to house-
holds who have requested the paper (nine of our publications are free to house-
holds and two by paid subscriptions). We have a circulation of approximately 
43,000+ households in Massachusetts and 16,000+ households in Northeast 
Connecticut.  

If you have any questions about our papers, please don’t hesitate to contact  
Mikaela, 774-200-7308 who will be happy to assist you.

Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

Home of
StonebridgePress.com

ConnecticutsQuietCorner,com

MASSACHUSETTS: Spencer New Leader, Southbridge News,  Auburn News, 
Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Blackstone Valley Tribune, Webster Times

CONNECTICUT: Killingly Villager, Putnam Villager, Thompson Villager, Woodstock Villager

FISKE HILL PLAZA
71 Main Street (Rt 131) Sturbridge, MA

508-909-6966
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

Cleaner Food, Better Supplements, & Purer Body Care
Organic, Non-GMO, & Gluten Free options

Gift them Health... Certificates Available

At Your Health Matters we have spent the last nine years supporting our community in its 
ongoing drive to improve health using the gifts that nature will always have to offer us.

With gratitude, we appreciate and thank you for joining us in this mission.
If you have yet to visit us we hope you will soon.
You can check out our quality line of supplements, body care without the unnecessary 

chemicals, and foods closer to what nature has always intended.
Drop in and say hello to Cello, but be careful as she is very cute and quick to offer a friendly lick.
Keep yourselves well ‘til we gather again,

David Termine, Your Health Matters

20 % Off
Your Total Purchase

When you spend $50.00 or more. 
Must present coupon at checkout.

~Your Health Matters~

One look at our name
 gives away our aim!

Where the entire store is 
‘the healthy section

Purposeful Coffee and Teas • Chocolates • Candles
Nourish Healthier, Live Happier, Sharing Natures Wisdom

Welcome!
 308 LAKESIDE

308 East Main Street 
East Brookfield, MA 

774-449-8333

We are open Sunday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday:

 11 – 8 p.m. and Friday &
Saturday: 11 – 9 p.m.

COME ENJOY 
LAKESIDE DINING IN 

THE COMPANY OF GOOD 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Stop in for our daily lunch 
and dinner specials!

Live music 
Friday nights
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Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122  •  Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978 
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

HOURS: 
Mon-Thurs 9-6 

Fri 9-5 
Sat 10-3

All Major Brands

In-Home Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

New And 
Slightly 
Used 

Appliances

Exceptional Service!

Buying… I am an accredited buyers representative
Selling… I have a proven marketing plan
Relocating… I can guide you every step of the way!

Over
 20 Years 

Experience

Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner
ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

42 W. Main Street (Rt.9) Brookfield, MA 
508-341-8299
www.lisacaron.com

Easy ways to support small businesses  
Ideas about shopping are never 

set in stone, and the pandemic 
illustrated just how quickly con-
sumer trends and opinions can 
change. Many individuals are 
now reevaluating how they spend 
their hard-earned money, partic-
ularly since inflation has affect-
ed just how far a dollar can be 
stretched. When consumers think 
about which stores to patronize, 
locally owned businesses may be 
the smartest option for a num-
ber of reasons — not the least of 
which is the way such enterpris-
es benefit the communities they 
call home.

More money kept in the com-
munity

Shopping locally means that 
more money will stay in the 
community. According to recent 
research from Civic Economics, 
local eateries return nearly 79 
percent of revenue to the com-
munity, compared to just over 
30 percent for chain restaurants. 
Overall, for every $100 spent 
at a local business, around $73 
remains in the community, verus 
roughly $43 when shopping at a 
non-locally owned business.

Get a personal touch

Local business owners typical-
ly are inclined to go the extra mile 
for their customers and are per-
sonally invested in the services 
and products they are selling. As 
a result, shopping locally tends 
to be a personalized experience. 
Furthermore, a local business 
owner may be more amenable to 
ordering products for specific cli-
entele. Such personalized service 
is typically not accessible when 
shopping big box stores or other 
shops where owners are off-site.

Lines are short
Waiting in long lines for check-

out or to pick up merchandise 
ordered online can drain con-
sumers’ energy and contribute 
to stress. Local businesses tend 
to have short lines and small 
crowds, which can lead to a more 
pleasant shopping experience. 

Generates tax revenue
Local businesses generate 

more tax revenue per sales dol-
lar, according to Rubicon, a dig-
ital marketplace for waste and 
recycling businesses. Taxes paid 
by local small businesses go to 
support schools, parks, roads, 
and other programs that benefit 
the community as well.

Support nonprofits
Local businesses often support 

good work in the community, 
such as nonprofit groups. These 
can include schools and sports 
teams, among other groups. 
According to Dr. Sue Lynn 
Sasser, professor of econom-
ics at the University of Central 
Oklahoma, studies indicate non-
profits “receive 250 percent more 
support from small businesses 
than larger ones.”

Support other local businesses
Local business support other 

local businesses by buying and 
selling among each other. A local, 
independently owned restaurant 
may source its ingredients from 
local farms, which means visitors 
to such eateries are supporting 
multiple local businesses each 
time they dine out.

Small businesses are a boon to 
the economy, particularly local 
economies. These enterprises 
help their communities in a mul-
titude of ways.  

It’s easy to overlook how 
integral small businesses are 
to local, national and even 
global economies. The Small 
Business Administration 
and the U.S Census Bureau 
indicate small businesses 
account for 99.7 percent of 
all American businesses, 
employing 56.8 million peo-
ple. Similarly, according to 
Statistics Canada, local busi-
nesses classified as micro or 
small businesses made up 98.1 
percent of all the employers in 
Canada in 2021.

Since mall businesses are 
the economic engine of many 
neighborhoods and com-
munities, it’s in everyone’s 
best interest to pitch in and 
ensure such firms’ success. 
Thankfully, it’s easy for any-
one to support the small busi-
nesses that make their com-
munities unique. 

• Shop locally and online 
from small businesses as much 
as possible. If you cannot shop 
right away, consider purchas-
ing gift cards to the retailer 
or service provider and share 
them as gifts to others.

• Before you immediately 
go with a well-known chain 
or e-commerce giant, find out 
if a local retailer offers the 
same items you need and shop 
there.

• Actively discover new 
brands, check them out, and 
then spread the word about 
your findings to others. 

• Share posts from small 
businesses on social media. 
It’s good exposure for them 
and can help to widen their 
customer base.

• Attend special events or 
promotions hosted by local 
businesses. Well-attended 
events may spark others’ curi-
osity.

• Share a quick photo of 
something you bought at a 
small business or of a service 
they provided. For example, if 
a local landscaping company 
did a wonderful job putting in 
a new patio or pavers, share 
the before and after with those 
you know.

Communities can embrace 
various strategies to support 
the small businesses that 
make Main Street unique. 

How communities benefit when consumers shop local
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MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 

508-868-4291
www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com

MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

774-261-5181

25+ 
Years

"Quality counts when no one is looking."
Asphalt paving for over 50 years!

KeyesPaving.com    Kennykeyes62@gmail.com
508-864-9708 l 508-347-7499

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

Driveways 
Parking Lots
seaL Coating

Free estimates
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James McNamara
Financial Consultant

Christopher Mallon
Senior Vice President,  
Program Manager  
LPL Registered 
Principal

John Jawor
Vice President, 
Financial Consultant 

Dylan Arsenault
Investment Operations 
Associate

Jamey Mekal
Manager of Client 
Relations

Kevin C. Outland
Financial Consultant

Schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Call us or visit our office.
508-764-0046

thecapstone.group

200 Charlton Road (Suite B) 
Sturbridge, MA

Here for You Through All Life’s Journeys.  
We provide wealthcare built on trust. 
At Capstone Planning group, we specialize in retirement income planning to help you prepare for your future, 
no matter how far down the road retirement may be. Visit our experienced wealthcare professionals in our 
comfortable and modern office as we help you plan how to pursue your financial goals. 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and  
broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. 
Cornerstone Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE are not registered as a broker-dealer or 
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using The Capstone Planning 
Group or Capstone EDGE and may also be employees of Cornerstone Bank. These products and services are  
being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from, and not affiliates of, Cornerstone  
Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE.

Not Insured by FDIC or any other Government Agency

Not Bank Guaranteed Not Bank Deposits 
or Obligations May Lose Value

Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:  
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GLASS & 
SCREEN 
REPAIR

Foggy, cracked, or broken glass
 in your windows or doors?

 Repair or replace before the cold weather sets in!

New Screens made to fit 
existing windows

We can save you time and money!

We offer Same Day Service on most  
insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

Ramco Window Services, Inc.
1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200  • rwsi4108@verizon.net

Call Today  For A Free  
Estimate!

Tired of the same old, same old
when shopping for gifts?

LOCAL HANDMADE GIFTS AND DECOR 

FROM OVER 80 JURIED ARTISANS

Need a relaxing hobby 
for the long cold days?

243 WEST MAIN ST., NORTHBORO
(508) 393-9435
HOURS: MON-FRI 12-6 & SAT-SUN 12-4
WWW.CRAFTWORKSCOOP.COM 

Founded in 1979, Craftworks is one of the oldest 
artisan cooperatives in New England. 

We carry high-quality, made in the US jewelry, pottery, quilts, bath 
and beauty products, wood and glass decor, directly from the  

artisans and priced competitively.
Craftworks also features an extensive selection of fine yarns and 
sundries, and offers a variety of classes in knitting, crochet, and  

other fiber arts, in a warm and supportive environment.  
Stop in or head over to our website for online shopping  

and class calendar.

EXTENSIVE ARTISAN YARN SHOP 

& CLASSES FOR ALL SKILL LEVELS
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The Area’s Best Selection of 
FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

Check out the 
work of an 

assortment of 
Area Artists.

Plenty of items In-Stock & Ready for Delivery OR Choose Custom Upholstery as well as 
Handcrafted Dining Room and Bedroom options from Solid Wood & Made in America!

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA • 508-438-4400  • harteshome.com

arte’s
ome

furniture & mattress
H Trusted Brands. Great Prices. 

Excellent Service. 
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With over 25 years as a licensed Broker, I’m here to guide you 
through buying or selling your home—whether it’s a cozy  

condo, a waterfront property, or new construction. 
My commitment to clients has earned me the trust of many, 

leading to a business built on repeat clients and referrals. 
In today’s bustling market, you deserve a Realtor who 

brings experience, dedication, and a touch of integrity to 
make your real estate journey smooth and stress-free.

 I welcome you to see what my clients have shared 
about their experiences with me

Check out my reviews on my website, www.MesRealty.com. 

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

   

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-4. Sunday 12 - 4. Closed on Tuesday

426 Main Street • Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-2111 • alternatives-4health.com

Bulk Herbs 
Teas 

Essential Oils
Flower Essences

Herbal Remedies
Homeopathics

Reiki, Ear Coning
Biomat Classes


