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Trio of Brimfield-based Scouts earn Eagle rank

Courtesy

From left, Mark Fedora, Andrew Soderberg, and Zachary Brigham celebrate their Eagle Scout rank during a recent ceremony.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BRIMFIELD — Three 
members of  Brim-
field-based Boy Scout 
Troop 7 recently earned 
the prestigious Eagle 
Scout rank.

Zachary Brigham (of 
Holland), Mark Fedora (of 
Brimfield), and Andrew 
Soderberg (of  Wales) 
were celebrated for their 
accomplishments at a tri-
ple Eagle Court of  Honor. 
The May 4 event was held 
at The First Congrega-
tional Church of  Brim-
field.

Brigham first joined 
Scouting as a Webelo in 
2016. He has enjoyed tak-
ing multiple trips with 
his friends, including 
visits to Old Sturbridge 
Village, the State Police 
Barracks, and Pinewood 
Derby races, among sev-
eral others. 

During his tenure as 
a Boy Scout, Brigham 
has also participated in 

many hiking and camp-
ing trips, volunteer work, 
and community projects. 
Some of  his favorite ad-
ventures include working 
as a cook at Camp Mat-
tatuck for hundreds of 
Scouts; hiking the battle-
fields of  Gettysburg, Pa., 
and Valley Forge, N.Y.; 
serving dinners at the Se-
nior Center; and serving 
bag lunches for Worces-
ter Fellowship and annu-
al food drives.

Fedora started his 
Scouting career in 2018 
as a sixth grader. He has 
held many leadership 
positions, such as Den 
Chief; Patrol Leader; and 
Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader. 

Some of  his favorite 
trips include Winter Trek 
at Mt. Norris Scout Reser-
vation in Eden Mills, Vt.; 
biking at Martha's Vine-
yard; and a visit to the 
Herkimer Diamond Mine 
Camporee in Herkimer, 

Turn To SCOUTS page  A14

Budget, FD funding 
approved at Charlton 

Town Meeting
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Town of  Charl-
ton held its annual town meeting on 
May 20 approving a new budget, fund-
ing for the fire department substation 
project, and a land purchase for a po-
tential public water supply.

After opening the meeting with sev-
eral housekeeping measures, the first 
major vote involved the loan authoriza-
tion for a new fire department substa-
tion on the corner of  Oxford Road and 
Heritage Drive which will replace the 

Charlton Fire Department's aging Sta-
tion 2. Voters had previously approved 
an override to fund $13.1 million for the 
project during the annual town elec-
tion, but the vote at town meeting was 
to approve appropriating $18.5 million 
to cover the full cost of  the building 
which includes debt exclusion, bor-
rowing an additional $3.8 million with-
in the tax levy, transferring $1.5 million 
from the Capital Stabilization Fund, 
and utilizing $98,165.40 from unexpend-
ed bond proceeds. An overwhelming 

  Council approves  
$69 million budget

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — As 
has happened several 
times in recent years, 
councilor Mike Marketti 
was the sole no vote on 
this year's $69.06 million 
town budget May 20.

“This budget's a little 
too rich for my blood,” 
he said. “A 7.8 [percent 
increase] is how I see it. 
I've never seen a budget 
so high.”

This year's budget 
breaks down this way: 
$37.3 million for educa-
tion, $17.9 million for 

general government, $8.9 
million for public safety, 
$2.6 million for public 
works, $1.2 million for 
Bay Path Tech, and $1.2 
million for human ser-
vices. It also funds three 
enterprise funds – sew-
er $4.5 million, water 
$3.6 million and the new 
trash fund $2.5 million; 
those three are designed 
to be largely self-support-
ing from user fees.

Town Manager Jack 
Jovan said his finance 
team “took a hard look at 
all the capital accounts,” 

and didn't fund several 
this year to put more in 
reserve. Regarding the 
trash fund, he added the 
rest of  this fiscal year 
(through June 30), it's be-
ing funded by free cash 
while the first quarter's 
bill payments come in, 
since the enterprise fund 
won't officially begin un-
til July 1.

The evening's most 
seriously debated item, 
however, was an effort 
to get a $50,000 technical 
assistance grant to look 
into potential uses of  var-

Courtesy

The Tantasqua Regional High School Interact Club recently held an installation ceremony.

Tantasqua Interact Club holds installation ceremony
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — The 
Tantasqua Regional High 
School Interact Club cele-
brated its official charter 
during an installation 
ceremony this month.

The May 14 event fea-
tured a pizza competi-
tion, a silent auction, and 
the presentation of  cita-
tions from Massachusetts 
State Senator Ryan Fatt-
man’s office. 

Representing the Sena-
tor and presenting the ci-
tations was Amanda Hell-
yar. Meanwhile, Rotary 
District Assistant Gover-
nor David Zonia present-
ed the official charter to 
TRHS Principal Peter 
Dufresne.

Zonia then swore in 
the executive board and 
all other members of  the 
school’s newly minted In-
teract Club.

“The event marked 
the foundation of  Tanta-
squa’s chapter of  Inter-
act Club, an organization 
for students 12-18 years 
old that is sponsored by 
Rotary International,” 

read a statement re-
leased by club advisor 
Amy Willard. “Interact 
Clubs are committed to 
developing leadership 

skills, fostering respon-
sible citizenship, and 
promoting international 
understanding through 
community service. 

The clubs instill the Ro-
tary value of  ‘service 
above self ’ by engaging 
students in action that 
improves their commu-

nities, both locally and 
globally.” 

Each chapter of  Inter-
act Club is sponsored by 

a local Rotary Club that 
provides mentorship 
and support. Chapters 
across the country col-

Turn To COUNCIL page  A16

Turn To INTERACT page  A16

Turn To CHARLTON page  A16



S O U T H -
BRIDGE — This 
year's Memori-
al Day parade 
was the big-
gest in several 
years, with con-
tingents from 
various youth 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
alongside veter-
ans, the police, 
fire and DPW. 
Although the 
S o u t h b r i d g e 
High band didn't 
play, it was rep-
resented, as 
were kids from 
Trinity Catho-
lic, West Street 
School, and Girl 
and Boy Scouts, 
among others. 
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Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!
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Hi! Our names are Chantce 
and Halo and we love to be 
active!
Chantce and Halo are spunky, 

creative girls who share a 
very close bond. Chantce, 
the older sister, is outgoing 
and makes friends easily. She 
loves sports, especially soc-
cer, basketball, and hockey. 
Both girls love to play out-
side. Chantce is creative and 
enjoys art projects. Halo is a 
curious and sweet girl. While 
she can be shy at first, once 
she is comfortable she loves 

to spend time with others. Halo loves to go swimming and par-
ticipate in gymnastics. She also enjoys art projects. Chantce 
and Halo have a very close relationship and love spending 
time together.
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/chil-

dren/8603-8753 
 
Can I Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.
org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out 
today to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster 
care.

Chantce and Halo
Age 8 and 9

ST. NICHOLAS ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
126 MORRIS STREET, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 

Come One – Come All       Something For Everyone
Space courteSy: Dexter ruSSell co. ,Inc.

MULTI-FAMILY

SATURDAY
 JUNE 8, 2024

9:00 - 1:00 
(NO EARLY BIRDS)

Southbridge honors Memorial Day 

Gus Steeves

This girl was among several kids towing small wagons 
with their projects on the geography of various states 
(in her case, Alaska).

Gus Steeves

Police Chief Shane Woodson and Deputy Chief Jose Dingui salute 
during the national anthem.

Gus Steeves

John and Linda Daniel dip their heads during the Invocation.

Gus Steeves

This young man looks like he knows what 
he'll be when he grows up.

Gus Steeves

A couple girls from Southbridge High’s award-win-
ning cheer team show off their moves while 
marching down Main Street.

Gus Steeves

The police contingent, the parade’s vanguard, is ready to start marching at the fire station.

Gus Steeves

A couple citizens take time to contemplate at the 
Honor Roll.

Gus Steeves

Girl Scout Troop 65153 is in the house!

Dd and daughter duel with flags.  Gus Steeves

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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PROMOTION ENDS May 31, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends May 31, 2024

37

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

LINE DANCING
for Beginners

Thursdays from 5 - 7pm
Starting May 23, 2024

at The Hayloft Barn,
Sturbridge, MA

6 week program $48
To register - email

forty.arroyo@gmail.com
or call 508 461 7247 - LL

Masons hold annual Widows and Veterans Luncheon 
BRO. JIMMY FALZONE

QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

CHARLTON — On Sat-
urday, May 25, the 24th Ma-
sonic District held its An-
nual Masonic Widows and 
Veterans Luncheon at the 
Overlook Masonic Home 
facilities in Charlton. 

This event has been 
going on for 12 years 
now. Chairmen Brother 
Dean Moss, and commit-
tee members were very 
happy to see all the at-
tendees that came out for 
this very special tradi-
tion to honor our Mason-
ic widows and veterans. 
Fifty-six people attended, 
including many of  the 
Overlook Masonic Home 
residents. This event has 
had the greatest numbers 
of  volunteers from mem-
bers throughout the 24th 
Masonic District since 

this annual event started 
12 years ago. There was 
entertainment by Clyde 
Wheatley who played his 
saxophone and played 
mostly jazz from the 
30’s to 40’s era. His mu-
sic brought back many 
memories for those who 
attended this event.

Prior to entering the 
hall veterans and wid-
ows registered for the 
event. The Oxford Rain-
bow Girls from Oxford 
walked to each table 
and handed the widows 
and women roses and 
thanked them for their 
support and service.   

Prior to the meal, the 
Color Guard entered 
the dining hall. The flag 
bearer, Brother Kevin 
O’Donnell, entered the 
room and proceeded to 
the POW/MIA Missing 

Courtesy

Widows and Veterans enjoying time together in the Great Hall 
room at the Overlook Masonic Home facility in Charlton.

Courtesy

Rainbow Girls of Oxford, representative Caera Gonyea handing 
out roses to all the women and thanking them for all they 
have done for their service and support of their men.

Courtesy

Bro. Dean Moss serving food to the widows and veterans 
along with Bro. Johnathan Neitz ready to serve the delicious 
dessert.

Courtesy

(Left) Bro. Dean Moss serving food to the widows and veterans along 
with Bro. Johnathan Neitz ready to serve the delicious dessert.

Man Remembrance Ta-
ble or sometimes refers 
as the Fallen Comrade 
Table. This table is our 
way of  symbolizing the 

and women.  

The Chairman of  this 
event, Bro. Dean Moss, 
spoke and thanked everyone 
for attending this event. He 
told me he looked forward 
to this event because “The 
best thing we can give our 
widows and veterans is our 
time.” 

These are veterans who 
served our country when 

we needed them the most 
and risked their lives so we 
could have a better life. They 
have served their country 
with honor and distinction 
and the widows supported 
them and believed in what 
they were fighting for. If  you 
would like more informa-
tion about Freemasonry, go 
to www.massfreemasonary.
org to find a lodge nearest 
you.

St. Nicholas to hold yard sale June 8
SOUTHBRIDGE — St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church will hold its 

Multi-Family Yard Sale on Saturday, June 8 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (no early birds) 
on the church grounds, 126 Morris St., Southbridge.

Come one, come all. There will be something for everyone!

STURBRIDGE — The Publick House 
Historic Inn and Restaurant will host 
another in their series of  community 
dinners on Monday, June 3, this time 
to benefit St. Michael Romanian Or-
thodox Church of  Southbridge. The 
Publick House cooks for many local or-
ganizations as a way of  giving back to 
the community. Each sponsored orga-
nization receives a portion of  the ticket 
price for every dinner served.

The dinner will offer two seating 
times to accommodate guests: an early 
seating from 4:30 to 6 p.m. and a later 
seating from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Attendees 
will be treated to a buffet-style meal 
that includes Oven-Roasted Turkey, 
Cornbread-Sausage Stuffing, Mashed 
Potatoes, Butternut Squash and Cran-
berry Sauce

Tickets are priced at $16 per adult 

and $5 for children aged four to 12 
years. To purchase tickets or for addi-
tional information, please reach out 
to Spiro Thomo at 774-200-8043, Sandra 
Nasto at 774-318-8659, or Ken Benson at 
774-230-3848. 

Tickets may also be purchased at the 
Federated Church of  Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale office located at 8 Maple St., 
Sturbridge, on Monday through Friday 
between 9 a.m. and noon. Payments 
may be made by cash or check made 
payable to The Publick House. Tickets 
are pre-paid only, no tickets will be sold 
at the door. The deadline for ticket pur-
chases is Thursday, May 30. 

The mission of  St. Michael Roma-
nian Orthodox Church is to experience 
the grace of  God and to share it with 
others.

St. Michael Romanian 
Orthodox Church benefit 

turkey buffet coming June 3

fact that mem-
bers of  our pro-
fession of  arms 
are missing from 
our midst. Bro. 
O’Donnell read a 
beautiful passage 
in remembrance 
of  our fallen, 
missing, or im-
prisoned U.S. mil-
itary service men 
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ChurCh Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

southbriDge town hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  
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uPcOming eVenTS aT cHarlTOn PuBlic liBrarY 
Visit our Web site 

(charltonlibrary.org) for 
a full listing of  programs 
and events or to register.

Movie Matinees @ The 
Library

All showings are on 
Tuesdays at 1:00 in Dexter 
Hall. No registration re-
quired. Free popcorn!

June 4: Poor Things. 
2023. Rated R. 141 minutes.

June 11: The Color Pur-
ple. 2023. Rated PG-13.140 
minutes.

June 18: Ordinary An-
gels. 2024. Rated PG. 116 
minutes.

June 25: Wish. 2023. Rat-
ed PG. 92 minutes.

Silver Needles Knit & 
Crochet Group

Thursdays from 1:00-
3:00 - Upstairs Reading 
Room - No registration re-
quired

Bring your current proj-
ect and relax with friends. 
All are welcome regardless 

of  skill level.

Better Read Than Dead 
Book Club - TILL DEATH 
DO US PART by Vincent 
Bugliosi

Wednesday, June 5, 
11:00-12:00 - Sibley Reading 
Area - No registration re-
quired

A monthly meetup to 
discuss true crime books. 
Books available from cir-
culation prior to discus-
sion. 

Shamrocks in Cyber-
space: Irish Genealogy 
Databases presentation by 
Mike Brophy

Thursday, June 6, 6:00-
7:30 - Community Meeting 
Room - Registration re-
quested

Information about our 
Irish ancestors is explod-
ing on the internet. The 
best websites for Irish re-
search are explored and 
analyzed. Michael Brophy 
is a nationally known, pro-
fessional genealogical re-

searcher, heir search spe-
cialist, and lecturer from 
the Boston area. 

Painting Workshop 
with Greg Maichack

Tuesday, June 11, 2:00-
4:00 - Community Meeting 
Room - Registration re-
quired

Greg will guide par-
ticipants through pastel 
painting a stunning jel-
lyfish. This workshop is 
for adults and teens 18+ 
beginners to advanced 
painters and materials 
are included. Supported in 
part from a grant from the 
Charlton Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which 
is supported by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

Virtual Booktalk with 
“Leading Men” author 
Christopher Castellani

Tuesday, June 11, 6:30-
7:30 - via Zoom (visit the 
Library event calendar for 
link)

Go behind the scenes of 
Christopher Castellani's 
critically-acclaimed nov-
el, Leading Men, which 
dramatizes the tempestu-
ous relationship between 
Tennessee Williams, his 
longtime partner Frank 
Merlo, and their protégé, 
an aspiring Swedish ac-
tress named Anja Bloom. 
Set in 1950s Italy as well 
as contemporary Boston, 
the novel features a colli-
sion of  fiction and reality 
that Castellani will illumi-
nate with a brief  reading 
as well as archival photos 
and audio. 

CPL Book Discussion 
- THE TATTOOIST OF 
AUSCHWITZ by Heather 
Morris

Thursday, June 13, 6:00-
7:00 - Community Meeting 
Room and via Zoom - No 
registration

Books are available for 
checkout at the adult cir-
culation desk one month 
prior to discussion. Visit 
the Library event calendar 
for Zoom link.

SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM STARTS!

Monday June 17, 9:30 
Sharp! (Runs through Au-
gust 2)

This year’s theme is 
“Read, Renew, Repeat” and 
promises something for 
everyone! Adults, Teens, 
and Children all have fun 
programs and prizes to of-
fer. Stop by to sign up and 
spin the prize wheel!

Rainbow Wall Hanging
Tuesday, June 18, 6:00-

7:30 - Community Meeting 
Room

We're crafting a cheer-
ful wall hanging made 
of  painted wooden beads 

and fluffy pom poms! This 
program is for adults and 
teens ages 13 and up. Reg-
istration is required.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group

Thursday, June 20, 6:00-
7:30 - Community Meeting 
Room - No registration re-
quired

Led by experienced 
caregivers and offers in-
formation, resources, 
and strategies specific to 
caring for someone with 
Alzheimer’s and other De-
mentias along with sup-
port for transitioning to 
different care settings. No 
registration Co-sponsored 
by Tri-Valley and Charlton 
Public Library.

Succulent Garden with 
Bemis Farms

Friday, June 21, 2:00-
4:00 - Community Meeting 
Room - Registration and 
Copay in person required

Tina Bemis from Bemis 
Farm Nursery will lead the 
group in creating a succu-
lent driftwood "planter" 
that can be hung on the 
wall. This class is limited 
to 20 participants and re-
quires a non-refundable co-
pay of  $10.00. Please visit 
the adult circulation desk 
to register and pay.

Composting 101
Tuesday, June 25, 6:30-

7:30 - Community Meeting 
Room - Registration re-
quired

Did you know you can 
recycle all your kitchen 
scraps and yard waste, and 
turn it into beneficial food 
for your plants? Yep. We've 
got it all covered, from 
the "how to" to the "how 
much". The experts from 
Blackstone Valley Veggie 
Gardens will be here to 
walk us through the pro-
cess.

CULE (Charlton Ukule-
le League & Ensemble)

Thursday, June 27, 6:00-
7:30 - Community Meeting 
Room - No registration re-
quired

Experienced musi-
cians and newbies all wel-
come. Questions? Email 
Cule5632@gmail.com

Critical Thinking Dis-
cussion Group - PHIL-
OSOPHICAL INVESTI-
GATIONS by Ludwig 
Wittgenstein

Friday, June 28, 1:00-
2:00 - Sibley Reading Area 
(Main Floor) - No registra-
tion required

No experience with 
critical thinking discus-
sion groups is necessary. 
Books/materials are 
available for checkout one 
month prior to discussion. 
Questions? Email saga3@
charter.net.
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Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
LANDSCAPING

JON’S LAWNS
Services: 
MOWING 

SPRING CLEANUPS 
SHRUB TRIMMING

MULCHING 
Call 508-248-5488

Looking For A Few More 
Regular Mowing Customers

Real estate

For 
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Call 
774-200-7308
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mikaela@

stonebridge 
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www.Stonebridge
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Gateway Players to hold auditions 
for “Spreading It Around”

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway 
Players Theatre in Southbridge 
is hosting auditions for "Spread-
ing It Around” a light comedy by 
Londos J. D’Arrigo. They will be 
held on Sunday, July 7 and Mon-
day, July 8 at 6 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall of  Elm Street Congregation-
al Church, 61 Elm St. in South-
bridge. Entrance is on Park Street 
(around the corner).  You only 
need to attend one night. 

Auditions will consist of  cold 
readings from the script. A read 
through of  the script for all those 
cast will be on July 11. Perfor-
mance dates are Sept. 6, 7, 13, 14, & 

15.  Rehearsals will be on Monday 
and Wednesday nights. Presented 
by permission through special ar-
rangement with Concord Theatri-
cals.  The characters consists of:

Angie Drayton – Likeable, car-
ing, active woman, Age range 60-
75.

Martin Wheeler – A fit, well-pre-
served man, Age range 60-75.

Larry Drayton – Angie’s son. 
An arrogant, self-important fel-
low, Age range 30-45.

Traci Drayton – Larry’s wife, 
and Angie’s daughter-in-law. A 
self-absorbed fashionista, Age 
range 30-45.

Dr. Krapinsky – A serious man, 

Age range 40-60.
Angela Drayton, a wealthy wid-

ow living in an upscale retirement 
community, is tired of  handing 
out money to her unappreciative 
children. So she starts the “S.I.N. 
(Spending It Now) Foundation,” 
to give to those truly in need. This 
terrifies her greedy son, driving 
him to devise a plan to have her 
committed. Featuring delicious 
roles for adult and mature actors, 
this poignant family comedy has 
played numerous theaters in the 
US and Canada, and continues 
spreading the laughs around. 

CHARLTON — The Friends of  Charlton Public 
Library announce the opening of  their spring on-
line store, with a variety of  short- and long-sleeved 
tee shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, and tanks for men, 
women, and children. The items are manufactured 
locally by I Am T Shirts and are available in several 
colors and sizes and feature the Friends’ new logo.

The online store can be accessed at https://ti-
nyurl.com/FriendsSummerTees.  The store opens on 
5/21/24 and will close on 6/9/24. All items ordered by 

the deadline will be available early in July.
The Friends of  Charlton Public Library, a regis-

tered 501(c)3, support the Charlton Public Library 
by sponsoring a variety of  programs, projects, and 
events, including museum passes, movies, author 
talks, music concerts and performances, and other 
cultural and educational experiences. Your purchase 
enables the Friends to continue this support. For 
more information, email charltonfriends@gmail.
com.

Friends of the Library open online spring store

Library knitting group joins World Wide Knit in Public Day 

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— Knitting with Sonya, 
the knitting/crochet 
group hosted by Jacob 
Edwards Library in 
Southbridge, is once 
again joining World 
Wide Knit in Public Day 
on Saturday June 8.

The event will take 
place on the grass at the 
end of  the Southbridge 
Town Common, Me-
chanic St, close to the Po-
lice Station, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Everyone is in-
vited to join the knitters 
in this worldwide event. 
Bring a chair, a lunch, 
hat, needlework and 
come to have fun and 
meet new friends. 

WWKiP day started 
in Norway in 2005. Over 

the years participating 
groups from every conti-
nent are represented in 
this day long event. It is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. Come to the Com-
mon to knit or crochet 
in peace and harmony. 

     Knitting With Son-
ya meets at the Jacob 
Edwards Library, 236 
Main ST, Southbridge, 
on Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. It is free 
and open to all. Just 
bring your projects 
and plan to work with 
others in a convivial at-
mosphere. While each 
member works on their 
own projects, the group 
also makes hats, mit-
tens, scarfs for commu-
nity programs, donating 

to New Hope, St. Luke's 
Guesthouse and other 
organizations in the 
past. For more informa-
tion regarding World 
Wide Knit in Public Day, 
go to wwkipday.com.

     World Wide Knit in 
Public Day was started 
in 2005 by Danielle Lan-
des in Norway. It began 
as a way for knitters to 
come together and enjoy 
each other’s company. 
Knitting is such a soli-
tary act that it’s easy to 
knit alone somewhere 
and sink into your work 
without thinking about 
all the other knitters out 
there. Neighbors could 
spend all their lives nev-
er knowing that the oth-
er knits.  This a specific 

BRIMFIELD 
$15,000, Warren Rd #3-1, Bell Point LLC, to Farrell, 

Misty L.

CHARLTON

$705,000, 78 Daniels Rd, Harvey, Richard P, and Har-
vey, Laraine M, to Pawluczonek, Nancy, and Pawluc-
zonek, Anthony.

$369,000, 125 Blood Rd, Faford, Paul M, to Faford, 
Joshua, and Faford, Christine.

$265,000, 138 Old Worcester Rd, Goff, Erik, and 
Morgan, Penny J, to Robidoux, Michael R.

$220,000, 93 Center Depot Rd #53, Jansen, Karen, to 
Lubin, Danielle T.

$70,000, 140 Sandersdale Rd, Reynolds, Rebecca J, 
to Aec Construction LLC.

HOLLAND

None

SOUTHBRIDGE

$490,000, 85 Brentwood Dr, Proulx, David C, and 
Proulx, Jeannine M, to Bryant, Kamel A, and Bryant, 
Abigail A.

$475,000, 47 Lens St, Heavenly Hm Solutions LLC, 
to Ramsey, Leann V, and Paulino, Soledad V.

$437,500, 292 Cournoyer Blvd, Sckd Rt, and Cour-
noyer Jr, Donald, to Bonica, Kady A.

$420,000, 166 Mechanic St, Center Of  Hope Fndtn 
Inc, to High Altitude LLC.

$415,000, 675 Main St, Duran, Valdemar M, to Jo-
seph, Jean M, and Joseph, Mikelange P.

$400,000, 89 Litchfield Ave, Lemieux, Stephanie A, 
to Cruz, Yanairys I, and Colon-Baez, Christian U.

$375,000, 395 High St, Theodoss, Arthur H, and The-
odoss, Paulette T, to Kaitbenski, Frank S, and Kait-
benski, Suzanne M.

$335,000, 560 South St, Altiery, Donald W, and Boyce, 
Shawnie L, to Taylor, Steven R.

$313,629, 174 Hamilton St, Map Realty Group LLC, 
and Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc, to Resi Mtg Aggrega-
tion T, and Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc.

$285,000, 254 Dresser Hill Rd, Arcoite, Brian J, to 
Boss Jr, Christopher P.

$265,100, 204 Fiske St, Lsf9 Master Part T, and Us 
Bank TNa Tr, to Floria, Jordan T.

$230,000, 104 Riverview Pl #A, Rosenquist, Heidi, to 
Fletcher, Nicole L.

$210,000, 17 Old South Rd #17, Varnum, Joyce C, to 
Espinal, Elsa V.

$175,000, 105 North St, Skarbros Realty Inc, to Daou 
Properties LLC.

$175,000, 7 Pearl St, Skarbros Realty Inc, to Daou 
Properties LLC.

$61,983, Alpine Dr, Rlty Funding Advisors LLC, 
and Dcb Realty LLC, to Dcb Realty LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$350,000, 25 Sturbridge Hills Rd #25, Ball, Agnes, to 
Van Roon, Richard P.

$337,000, 120 Cedar St, Dion, Dwight, and Dupuis, 
Kristal, to Matias, Antonio, and Blanchard, Erin C.

$233,200, 226 Cedar St, Habitat For Humanity Metr, 
to Stjacques, Jason R, and Zicko, Lesley A.

day to get out of  your 
house and go to a local 
event (with your knitting 
in tow) just for you and 
people like you. 

           In 2005, there 
were 25 groups sched-
uled throughout the 
world. In 2009 there 
were 751. Until 2014 
WWKiP day was actual-
ly a weeklong event. In 
2014 the second Satur-
day in June was select-
ed as the official day. 
The events are held in 
public areas to demon-
strate that knitting can 
be a social event- as well 
as a productive pastime. 
For more information- 
and to see all the loca-
tions participating, go 
to wwkipday.com.

Methodist Church announces ham and bean 
supper followed by Disco dance!

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Methodist Church of  Southbridge invites the ev-
eryone to a community Ham and Bean Supper on Saturday, June 1, at 5 p.m. 
The menu will include ham and beans, potato salad, corn bread, peach cob-
bler, and beverages. Tickets are $12 per person (children under 12 eat for free). 
Guests are invited to reserve their tickets by calling the church at 508-764-
6501 or pastor@fumcsouthbridge.org. Payment will be due at the door (cash 
or check). Walk-ins are also welcome, as long as food lasts.

 
The community meal will be followed at 6:30 p.m. by a Saturday Night Dis-

co Dance. Everyone is invited (in costume or not) to dance and have fun. Re-
freshments will be served. The event is free!

 
The First Methodist Church is located at 449 Main St. in Southbridge, and 

can be reached at 508-764-6501.
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policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
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to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
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might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Should estate plans be 
equal … or fair?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

When you’re creating your estate plan, 
your biggest priority may be taking care 
of  your family — your spouse, grown 
children, grandchildren, and other loved 
ones.  And as you think of  where you 
want your assets to go, you also may be 
thinking about how to be fair — but is that 
the same as treating everyone equally?

In estate planning, “equal” doesn’t al-
ways mean “fair.” Let’s consider some fac-
tors that can help explain the difference:

Need – It’s highly unlikely that the 
individuals you want to include in your 
estate plan — especially your adult chil-
dren – have the same family and financial 
situations. For example, you could have 
one child who is extremely successful 
and has no children of  their own, while 
another child earns much less income 
and supports three children. Clearly, your 
two adult children have vastly different fi-
nancial needs — so, you need to consider 
whether you want to treat them equally or 
fairly. If  you decide you want to treat them 
fairly, you may want to divide your assets 
in a way that provides more help to the 
child who needs it most.

Abilities – You may well have some as-
sets that you believe are more suitable for 
one child over another. This can be espe-
cially true if  you are planning on passing 
on a family business. If  you know that one 
child is the most capable of  running the 
business or has been primarily involved 
in the business, then you may want to 
give that child control as a next-genera-
tion owner. Yet, this may not seem fair 
to another child, who might also express 
interest in the business, so you may want 
to look for ways to provide this child with 
enough assets to help make the overall in-
heritance more equal.

Practicality – In some instances, you 
might think you can meet both the “fair” 
and “equal” criteria. Suppose, for in-
stance, that you have a cabin or other va-
cation home that you think two of  your 
children could share. In theory, this joint 
ownership might sound good, but in prac-
tical terms, it could cause problems. Are 
both children equally willing and capable 
of  paying taxes and upkeep on the cabin or 
vacation home? What if  one child wants 
to sell their share? And then, there’s the 
question of  who gets to use the property at 
various times of  the year. All these issues 
should be resolvable, but they can also 
cause great stress within the family.

There’s no simple formula for solv-
ing the fair-versus-equal dilemma. But 
keep this in mind: Communicating your 
wishes to your loved ones while you are 
drawing up your estate plan can help re-
duce confusion — and hopefully lead to 
fewer hard feelings — when you are no 
longer around. By their nature, fairness 
and equality issues related to estate plans 
can trigger a range of  emotions, and ad-
dressing these feelings beforehand can 
help provide a great service for your loved 
ones.

You might also find that some objec-
tivity can be valuable. That’s why, when 
creating your estate plan, you may benefit 
by working with a team of  professionals, 
including your legal, financial and tax ad-
visors.

When developing your estate plan, you 
might well strive for equality and fairness 
but above all, you want to get things right. 
And careful planning, open communica-
tion and appropriate guidance can help go 
a long way toward this goal.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.

Edward Jones, its employees, and finan-
cial advisors cannot provide tax or legal 
advice. You should consult your attorney or 
qualified tax advisor regarding your situ-
ation.

To The ediTor

To the Editor:
We are excited to announce that 

Jennifer Gumlaw has accepted the 
nomination for Holland Tax Collector. 
Elections will be held Tuesday, June 
11 at the Holland Community Center 
from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Jennifer Gumlaw is the only choice 
that Sharon Ashleigh and I stand be-
hind, and here’s why: She is currently 
the Assistant to the Town Adminis-
trator, Chair of  the Holland Public Li-
brary trustees, as well as the Assistant 
Treasurer. Jen jumps in to learn new 
processes, is trustworthy, and is reli-
able.

After graduating from high school, 
Jen served her country in the Army 
National Guard for eight years as an 
administration specialist, as well as 
working on their payroll. Her previ-
ous work experience includes process-

ing payroll, as well as AP and cash 
management in dining services at 
Springfield College. Jen loves crunch-
ing numbers!

Jen has been a Holland resident/
homeowner for over 18 years. Both 
of  her daughters have gone through 
the Holland school system; her oldest 
graduating this year, and her youngest 
is still in high school.

Jen loves working in the Holland 
Town Hall, and she has a wonderful 
rapport with the staff  and with the 
residents that stop in. The Tax Collec-
tor position requires a solid candidate, 
and that’s what we have in Jennifer 
Gumlaw.

Please join us in voting for Jen 
Gumlaw on June 11 in our Holland 
town election.

Kathy Boyer
Holland

Vote Gumlaw for Holland Tax Collector

ediTorial

Some of the 
best memories 
are made in 

flip flops 
With Memorial Day weekend in the 

rearview mirror, summer is (unofficial-
ly, at least) in full swing, with everyone 
walking around with a sunkissed glow. 
Apart from mild weather, lush green 
forests, swimmable rivers and lakes and 
beautiful flowers, there are significant 
health benefits to these summer months. 

Sunlight aids in regulating our sys-
tems. During the summer months there 
is a reduced rate of  heart attacks. One 
study revealed that those who suffered 
a heart attack during the summer had 
survival rates increase by 19 percent. 
Vitamin D is said to play a role in pro-
tecting the heart as well as regulating 
calcium and phosphorus absorption. 

Individuals tend to eat lighter and 
healthier in the summer, consuming 
more fruits and vegetables, which boosts 
our immune system. Produce is in abun-
dance, whether it’s at the local farmer’s 
market or in our own back yards. Bring 
on the watermelon! The sun, can also 
cure many skin issues, such as psoria-
sis, dermatitis and acne, however this 
doesn’t mean we can skip the sunscreen. 

Summertime encourages us to get out 
and exercise. Getting the blood pump-
ing creates endorphins and initiates and 
improves the flow of  oxygen to the brain, 
which in turn lowers stress, and can aid 
in productivity in other areas of  our 
lives. The longer days also afford us zero 
excuse to get out and get it done. 

Because of  the warmer temperatures, 
we automatically increase our water 
intake. This promotes digestion and 
flushes the toxins from our bodies. 

Sleep disorders tend to fall by the way-
side or improve during the summer due 
to the sun’s early morning exposure. 
Experts say getting sunshine between 7 
and 9 a.m. every morning, will help you 
sleep better at night. 

Spending time with friends, family 
and community increases in the sum-
mer which is key to our mental health. 
During summer months there are more 
outdoor activities that bring folks togeth-
er such as band concerts, farmer’s mar-
kets, campfires, which are all great plac-
es to catch up with our neighbors. 

Most people tend to go on vacation 
during the summer, reducing stress and 
burnout. More and more people are real-
izing just how important it is to take a 
breather. 

Summertime helps us to feel more 
footloose and fancy free. There is also an 
overall feeling of  relaxation and joy, over 
simple things like reading a book on the 
front porch, sipping sun tea or the smell 
of  fresh cut grass. 

The rivers flow wildly in the moun-
tains and the lakes remain calm for fish-
erman to drop a line and float about, let-
ting all cares melt away as the sunlight 
dances off  the small ripples and waves. 
Mountain summits are picture perfect 
with blue skies, white clouds, vibrant 
green trees with glistening rocks, often-
times creating scenes that don’t even 
look real. 

Take advantage of  the season and savor 
every moment. In the words of  the great 
writer Henry James, “Summer after-
noon-summer afternoon; to me those 
have always been the two most beautiful 
words in the English language.” 

I often handle estates 
with coins that families 
have collected. In today’s 
column, I’ll share some 
things you can look for if  
you also have coins.

We recently auctioned 
a silver tea set made by 
Ephraim Brasher, who 
lived next door to George 
Washington in New York 
City. Brasher created the 
first gold coin, the Brasher 
Doubloon, over two cen-
turies ago in 1787. The 
United States minted gold 
coins for circulation until 
1933 when production was 
halted to stabi-
lize gold value 
during the Great 
D e p r e s s i o n . 
However, gold 
coins are still 
being made for 
collectors by the 
U.S. Mint. 

Gold coins 
will always be at 
least “worth their 
weight in gold.” 
Older coins were 
made from 90 per-
cent gold. Some 
modern collec-
tor gold coins 
are 99.99 percent 
pure. Some gold 
coins are “bullion” mean-
ing they are worth only 
the value of  the gold, how-
ever, older coins may have 
value well above their 
melt value.

Along with checking 
the date on your coins, 
there are other factors to 
consider. Mintmarks indi-
cate where the coin was 
produced. A “P” or plain/
unmarked coin is from the 
Philadelphia Mint. “D” is 
for Denver, “S” indicates 
San Francisco, and “O” 
stands for New Orleans. 
The Carson City Mint 
used “CC” and coins fea-
turing that mintmark are 
often the most valuable. 

Just like other collect-
ibles, coins can be grad-
ed. Professional grading 
companies use a scale of  
1 to 70. The highest-grade 

coins are catego-
rized as MS (Mint 
State), with an 
MS-70 being a per-
fect coin. Some 
coins may be 
valuable enough 
to pay to send out 
for grading, while 
others may not. 
Along with the 
condition, there 
are other varia-
tions to coins that 
can make them 
desirable. Having 
slightly different 
shaped letters 
and differently 
placed stars and 

rays can make a big dif-
ference in price. An 1861-
S $20 Double Eagle AU55 
(Almost Uncirculated) 
gold coin sold for $3,120 
at auction in 2023. A 
“Paquet” variation with 
the same AU55 grade coin 
sold for $162,000 that year.

The United States mint-
ed silver coins (dimes, 
quarters, half  dollars, 
and dollar coins) out of  
90 percent silver until 
1964. Kennedy half  dol-
lars from 1965 to 1970 are 
made with 40 percent sil-
ver. Any silver coins from 
these years will be at least 
“bullion” coins and worth 

their weight in silver but 
some could be more valu-
able.

Many of  the same fac-
tors that impact gold 
coins also come into play 
with silver. Age and condi-
tion are important. A rare 
high grade 1794 Flowing 
Hair Silver Dollar sold 
for $6.6 million in 2021. 
The number of  coins pro-
duced at each mint for 
each year is very import-
ant. This holds true for 
both gold and silver 
coins. Only 360,649 silver 
Peace Dollars (depicting 
the head of  the Statue of  
Liberty) were produced 
in 1928 while 10,198 were 
minted in 1925. A 1925 
MS66 grade Peace Dollar 
sold for a little over $500 
recently while a 1928 coin 
with the same grade sold 
for over $30,000.

The United States has 
issued half  cents, one 
cent, two cent, three cent, 
half  dime, and twen-
ty cent coins. There are 
“type collectors” who 
look for coins in different 
denominations and varia-
tions. It’s worth checking 
your old coins, some may 
be worth a pretty penny.

We are accepting coin 
consignments for our late 
summer auction along 
with art, gold jewelry, 
sterling silver, historical 
items, advertising signs, 
and other antiques. Please 
visit our Web site, https://
centralmassauctions.com, 
for links to upcoming 
events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services; info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

Checking your coins

WAYNE TUISKULA

anTiques, 
collecTibles 

& esTaTes

Expand your plant-
ing space, grow a living 
screen, or add vertical 
interest to your garden 
beds. Train vines up 
a decorative support, 
onto a fence, or allow 
them to climb a trellis 
set in front of  a wall or 
structure. 

 
Pole beans, peas, 

Malabar spinach, 
cucumbers, melons, and 
squash are all edible 
candidates for grow-
ing vertically. Training 
these vegetables up a 
support saves space in 
the garden. Plus, the 
increase in light and 
airflow through ver-
tically trained plants 
helps reduce the risk of  
mildew and other dis-
eases.

 
Growing vertically 

can also increase your 

yields and make 
harvesting much 
easier. Pole beans 
typically produce 
an extra picking. 
Plus, it requires 
less bending to har-
vest.  If  it is easy, 
you are more likely 
to pick regularly, 
increasing produc-
tivity and ensuring the 
best flavor. Try scarlet 
runner beans or purple 
podded pole beans for 
added color.

 Train Malabar climb-
ing spinach up an obe-
lisk in a container or 
over a decorative trellis 
in the garden. Use the 
leaves the same way you 
use true spinach. The 
buttery nutty flavor is 
great fresh, added to a 
salad, used as a sand-
wich wrap, stir-fried, or 
steamed. The red stems, 
flowers, and seeds make 

an attractive display in 
the vegetable or orna-
mental garden.

 Support the heavy 
fruit of  melons and 
squash when growing 
vertically. Create a sling 
from cloth strips, an old 
T-shirt, or macramé – 
yes, it’s back! Tie the 
sling to the trellis to 
cradle the large fruit. 
The sling handles the 
weight, preventing the 
heavy fruit from rip-
ping the plant off  the 
support and damaging 

Grow vertically for added beauty 
and garden productivity

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMenTs

Turn To GARDENING page  A14
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER ROLL
WITH FRIES

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 
MeMorial Day

 through labor Day 

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/24

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

Dining Room: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern: Thursday & Friday 4-8

www.salemcrossinn.com
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

508-867-2345

Outdoor Dining is back weather permitting! 

Celebrate
 Graduation With Us!

Time to Make Father’s Day Reservations!  

It’s officially barbecue 
season!  Firing up the BBQ 
grill, is a summer tradition, 
and this country boasts a 
rich history of  barbecue 
celebrations, dating back 
to the Colonial era.  In fact, 
written history accounts 
reveal George Washington 
attended a barbecue in 
1769! 

Today, serving up creatively prepared 
foods grilled to perfection has been ele-
vated to a fine culinary art.  The good 
news is you don’t have to be a cooking 
school graduate to earn your BBQ apron 
- sometimes all it takes is a refresher 
guide in basic backyard grilling tech-
niques.

And, as you prepare for a season of  
grilling, remember that we have Native 
Americans to thank, as they first intro-
duced basic barbecue techniques to the 
colonists! 

 ** 
Tenderizing Techniques: Great grilling 

starts with meat preparation.  Taking the 
time to tenderizing tough cuts of  meat 
can make the difference between grill-
ing success or failure. While the goal is 
to break down the muscle fibers in the 
meat, there are a few standard methods 
that have been proven successful.  The 
manual method employs the use of  a 
kitchen mallet, which is used to “beat” 
down the fibers in raw meat.  Also, there 
are several meat tenderizers available 
on the market that can be sprinkled onto 
the meat before cooking.  Perhaps the 
most popular tenderizing option is the 
use of  marinades, as these liquids not 
only make the meat tender but impart an 
important boost of  flavor too.  Add the 
fact overnight marinating can reduce 
cooking time by up to 35%, and it’s no 
surprise the marinating method is a top 
choice.

BBQ experts recommend tender cuts 
of  beef  marinate for just a couple of  
hours, while tougher cuts may require 
overnight soaking.  Keep in mind mari-
nating should be used with zippered plas-
tic bags or glass or plastic bowls as the 
acids in some marinades can react with 

metal. After marinating, 
be sure to pat the meat 
dry with paper towels to 
ensure it cooks evenly 
on the grill.

 **
Certified Angus 

Beef  Signature Steak 
Marinade (reprinted 
with permission and by 
popular demand!)

This recipe from the country’s pre-
miere beef  brand is a tasty tribute to 
grilled steak suppers.

 
Ingredients: 1/2 cup Lea & Perrins 

Worcestershire Sauce; 3 tablespoons bal-
samic vinegar; 1 1/2 tablespoons Dijon 
mustard; 1/2 teaspoon pepper.

 Instructions: Combine all ingredients. 
In large, shallow non-aluminum baking 
dish or plastic bag, pour marinade over 
steaks; turn to coat. Marinate in refrig-
erator for 30 minutes. Remove steaks; 
discard marinade. Grill or broil steak to 
preferred doneness.

 **
No Fail Marinade 

This unconventional recipe from the 
retro era promises taste and tenderness.

 
Ingredients: one third cup steak sauce; one 
half  cup packed brown sugar; one twelve 
ounce can 7Up or Sprite; one half  cup 
melted butter; four tablespoons red wine 
vinegar; one quarter teaspoon each onion 
powder, garlic powder, salt and pepper. 
Instructions: Combine all in a bowl or 
zip lock bag. Allow meat to marinate in 
mixture for at least an hour, or as long as 
overnight.

 **
 Hot off  the Grill: Gauging Doneness
Gauging meats grilled to perfection 

can be a tricky challenge.  Beyond check-
ing the temperature of  the meat, back-
yard chefs have learned to rely on a few 
“rules of  thumb” to test for doneness.

*This “old school” chef  trick is still a 
reliable way to gauge your meat without 
cutting into it:

To test doneness by “feel” this method 
compares your hand and fingers to the 
firmness of  the cut of  meat.  Pressing 

on the middle of  the steak, a rare steak 
should feel the same as the heel of  your 
hand (the fleshy area between your 
thumb and wrist) when hand is relaxed; 
a medium rare steak should feel like the 
heel of  your hand when you press your 
thumb and forefinger together (which is 
firmer); a medium rare steak will feel as 
firm as the heel of  your hand when you 
touch your middle finger to your thumb 
(firmer yet); and medium well should feel 
as firm as the heel when you press your 
ring finger and thumb.

 
*Another common “rule of  thumb” for 

doneness is the inch method is to cook 
by thickness of  the meat.  For a one inch 
thick steak, cook seven minutes for rare; 
nine minutes for medium; and 11 min-
utes for well done. 

 
* When using an internal thermome-

ter: a rare steak should be cooked to 125-
130 degrees; 130 to 140 degrees for medi-
um-rare; 140 to 150 degrees for medium, 
150-160 degrees for medium-well or 160 to 
170 degrees for well done.

 **
BBQ Basics
•As a general guide, when you grill 

with charcoal, it takes about 30 minutes 
for coals to reach a medium temperature 
and become ash covered. 

•For gas grills, allow about 15 minutes 
for the grill rack to preheat properly. 

*To increase the heat on a charcoal 
grill, simply push the coals together, add 
more coals as needed lower the grilling 
surface, or fan the fire and tap the ashes 
from the coals. 

•Steaks best for grilling without the 
need to tenderize, are such cuts such 
as Ribeye, Filet Mignon, T-Bone and 
Porterhouse. .

•For best results cook pork on direct 
heat to seal the juices. Then finish it 
with indirect heat to ensure the center 
is completely cooked. Just be sure to pre-
heat the grill so it will seal in the juices 
quickly.

 •Cooking for a crowd? To ensure even 
grilling, meats should be placed about 
three quarters of  an inch apart on the 

grill rack.
 •Does your fish dry out and break up 

when you cook it on the grill? Brush it 
with lemon juice while cooking to keep 
it moist.

 *Fish should be from one to one and a 
half  inches thick to prevent drying out.

 •Always apply sweet basting sauces 
made with sugar, honey or syrup during 
the last few minutes of  grilling only to 
prevent burning.

 •When cooking steaks on the grill 
don’t season the meat until each side has 
browned to keep the cut tender. 

•When using a dry rub during bar-
becuing, always allow the meat to cook 
for approximately one third to one half  
of  the total time before applying any 
basting sauce. This allows the meat to 
become warm and start absorbing the 
dry rub seasonings. 

•If  you are marinating meat, you’ll 
need one to two cups of  marinade for 
every one and a half  to two pounds of  
food. You want enough marinade to com-
pletely surround the food.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House 
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will win 
a fabulous three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the town common in 
historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the 
business of  dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

What a great Memorial 
Day weekend! The nice 
weather gave everyone a 
chance to enjoy time with 
family and friends in the 
great outdoors. 

It gave Americans 
a chance to remem-
ber all of  our veterans 
that served our country, 
which is the real mean-
ing of  Memorial Day, 
with many that had paid 
the ultimate sacrifice. 

This week’s picture 
shows the recent gradu-
ation of  16 young fish-
ermen that had complet-
ed Whitinsville Fish & 
Game Club’s first annu-
al Jr. fishing class. The 
class was pond Chairman 
Daryl Carter & Kris 
Hawkes’ idea to have the 
class in hopes of  pro-
moting fishing to many 
youngsters. After the 
graduation, the young 
anglers were treated to a 
full breakfast by numer-
ous members and volun-
teers.   

With the falling interest 
in fishing in Mass., hopes 
are high that the annu-
al class will have more 
anglers participating in 
the sport of  fishing! Nice 
job, everyone. The follow-
ing young anglers grad-
uated from the fishing 
class: Jacob Plumondon, 

Brayden Nicastro, Jayden 
Dubois, Arthur Dubois, 
Jacob Dubois Khloe 
Hetherington, Bobby 
Diamond, Joseph Sever, 

Boon Flagg, Braydon 
Vaidyn, Logan Williams, 
Mason Williams, & 
Jackson Lavallee. I hope 
to see you on the water!

Fly fishing was my 
favorite sport when I 
was 16 years old, and I 
hope the upcoming class 
will have someone that 

is a fly fishing angler, 
that will become a 
teacher for future stu-
dents. Joining the New 
England Fly Tyers group 

will also provide some 
great and exciting new 
fishing and fly tying 
opportunities. 

Striper fishing was hot 
in both Mass. & Rhode 
Island last week, with 
live lining pogies provid-
ing the most exciting suc-
cess.  Watching a striper 
chase a live porgy, and lit-
erally inhale the baitfish, 
and peel the line from 
the reel until the hook 
finds its mark!  The fight 
is on! Large bluefish are 
also hitting lures and live 
bait , which is not good 
news for many striper 
fishing anglers. They are 
more of  a nuisance for 
some anglers fishing for 
striped bass. If  the strip-
er needs to be released, 
you need to get them back 
in the water ASAP , to 
insure their survival! 

Take A Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows the Whitinsville Fish & Game Club’s Jr. graduating fishing class of 2024.

The next generation of fishermen

RALPH
TRUE

The GreaT

OuTdOOrs

BBQ Grilling Tips 

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT
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•  Renewal by Andersen has installed 
456,136 windows in MA and 
Southern NH

•  Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area 
that allows more natural light into 
your home

This special holiday sales event 
 ends on May 31!

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date 
but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

with

Call to schedule your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis 1-800-209-2746

Memorial Day  
Window  
& Door Sales Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 5/1/2024 and 5/31/2024. Additional $500 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military 
personnel. Military discount equals $500 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that 
meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. 
Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

on windows1

SAVE 20%

on entry doors1

SAVE 20%

on patio doors1

SAVE 20%
H HHHH

an additional

$500 off
your entire purchase1

plus

for 1  
year!1

First-time-ever offer!H H

Money 
Down

Monthly 
Payments

Interest
NO NO NO

It’s Military Appreciation Month at Renewal by Andersen,
and we are a proud sponsor of Operation Homefront.
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Coins & Currency
 ☐ Gold & Silver Coins
 ☐ Bullion & Bars
 ☐ Old Paper Money
 ☐ Coin Collections

Diamonds
 ☐ Loose & Mounted
 ☐ Damaged
 ☐ Any Size, Color, Styles

Scrap Gold & Silver
 ☐ Gold, Silver & Platinum
 ☐ Dental Gold
 ☐ Old Mountings
 ☐ Class Rings & Fraternal Pins

 ☐ Flatware & Serving Pieces
 ☐ Jewelry (Turquoise, Southwestern, etc.)
 ☐ Candlesticks & Candelabras

Sterling Silver
No Need to Polish. No Silver Plate.

Watches
 ☐ Wrist Watches & Pocket Watches  

 (Rolex**, Breitling, Patek, Omega, Elgin,  
 Waltham, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.)

 ☐ Any Condition

Fine Jewelry
 ☐ Any Age & Any Style
 ☐ Gold, Silver and Platinum Jewelry
 ☐ Broken or Damaged Jewelry
 ☐ Designer Jewelry

Fine Art  & Luxury Goods
We Do Not Buy China or Glassware.

 ☐ Original Art By Known Artists
 ☐ Designer Handbags  (Chanel, Fendi, Gucci,  

 Hermès, Louis Vuitton, Prada, etc.)
 ☐ Pens (Montblanc, Montegrappa, etc.)

Rarities
 ☐ Military Memorabilia  

 (Uniforms, Daggers, Swords, etc.)
 ☐ Pre-1950 Advertising & Toys
 ☐ Old Photos & Autographs (Tintypes, etc.)

Call (888) 787-1112 or visit NationalRarities.com 
for any item-related questions. 

“I was very impressed with the National Rarities team. Holly, my buyer, was 
delightful. She was very knowledgeable and was happy to answer all my 
questions about how offers were determined. I was pleased with the amount 
I received for the pieces I sold and Holly taught me a lot about selling jewelry. 
Overall great experience.” -Nancy B.

Over 700 5-Star Reviews!

*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex 
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.

WHAT WE BUY

JUNE 4 - 6

Tuesday - Wednesday | 9:30am - 5:30pm 

Thursday | 9:30am - 4:30pm

409 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Call for directions: (508) 764-7250

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

3  D A Y S  O N L Y

R E C E I V E  A  2 0 %  B O N U S
When you trade for store credit*

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

Ready to Sell?
SCAN QR CODE HERE
for full buying event details.

SELL  YOUR VALUABLES
T O  T H E  N AT I O N ’ S  L E A D I N G  E S TAT E  B U Y E R S
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Friday price 5/24/24 was $3.39 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

June LGBTQ+ evenTs aT Joshua hyde PuBLic LiBrary
306 Main St., Southbridge
(508) 347-2512

EVENTS AT THE CHARLTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
- 40 Main St., Charlton charltonlibrary.org

Tuesday. June 4 - 5:30-6:30 pm - Pride Rocks! Join 
the Charlton Public Library in their Storytime Room 
to paint some Pride-themed rocks! This program is 
for all ages. Registration is not required.

Tuesday, June 11 - 5:30-6:30 pm - Pride Friendship 
Bracelets. Join the Charlton Public Library in their 
Storytime Room to learn how to make friendship 
bracelets. This program is best for ages 8 -18. Regis-
tration is not required.

Tuesday, June 18 - 6:00-7:30 pm - Rainbow Wall 
Hanging Craft. The Charlton Public Library is craft-
ing a cheerful wall hanging made of  painted wooden 
beads and fluffy pom poms! This program is for adults 
and teens ages 13 and up. Registration is required.

Wednesday, June 26 - 2:00-3:00 pm - Pop Up Art 
School - Felted Rainbow Patches. Make a fuzzy felted 
patch with wool at the Charlton Public Library. Pick 
from four rainbow designs. For ages 9-18. Registra-
tion is required. Limited spaces available.

EVENTS AT THE JOSHUA HYDE PUBLIC LI-
BRARY - 306 Main St., Sturbridge sturbridgelibrary.
org

Thursday, June 6 - 5:00 pm - Family Story Time. 
Join the Joshua Hyde Public Library for a Family 
Story Time about families!

Friday, June 21 - 1:00 pm - Pride Craft Event. Come 
to the Joshua Hyde Public Library and make buttons 
you design yourself; friendship bracelets; and a color 
your own rainbow ornament!

EVENTS AT THE JACOB EDWARDS LIBRARY - 
236 Main St., Southbridge jacobedwardslibrary.org

Thursday, June 6 - 6:30-7:30 pm - Artist Reception: 
John Polakowski, Michele Fontaine, Laura Cened-
ella, Cas Reyes, Karen Ryker, and Mara DeWitt This 
show will be on view throughout the month of  June. 
All are invited to the Meet and Greet!

Tuesday, June 25 - 3:30 pm - Panel Discussion with 
Kiva

Thursday. June 27 - 6:30-7:30 pm - Pride in South-
bridge. Join the Jacob Edwards Library for a special 
dramatic presentation of  short plays by Museful In-
tent.

EVENTS ON ZOOM - register at sturbridgelibrary.
org

Tuesday, June 11 - 6:30 pm on Zoom. Christopher 
Castellani, author of  Leading Men. Set in 1950s It-
aly as well as contemporary Boston, Leading Men 
dramatizes the tempestuous relationship between 
Tennessee Williams, his longtime partner Frank 
Merlo, and their protege, an aspiring Swedish actress 
named Anja Bloom. Registration is required and this 
program will not be recorded.

Wednesday, June 12 - 6:30 pm on Zoom. LGBTQ+ 
Inclusion 101 with Ali Kane. This workshop encour-
ages individuals at all levels of  understanding to 
learn about what it means to be LGBTQ+ and how to 
be stronger allies so our entire community feels wel-
come to be their authentic selves. Thursday, June 20 - 
7:00 pm - Mercury Stardust: The Trans Handy Ma’am. 
Join TikTok phenomenon and published author, Mer-
cury Stardust! Mercury will entertain you with 30 
minutes of  talking about her book & her life, before a 

30 minute moderated Q&A. Registration is required 
and this program will not be recorded.

Wednesday, June 26 - 6:30 pm on Zoom.  History of 
The Stonewall Rebellion. Join author Milo Todd as 

he discusses the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion, a grass-
roots movement that sparked LGBTQ+ rights across 
the country, and later, across the world. Registration 
is required and this program will not be recorded.

Ruth Wells Center readies for Midsummer Festival
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth 

Wells Center for the Arts, located 
at 111 Main St. in Southbridge, is 
holding the annual Midsummer 
Festival on Saturday, June 22 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The rain date is 
Saturday, June 29. 

The outdoor Festival will fea-
ture craft vendors, live music by 
the Euphoralites, a reggae ska 
band, food truck, children’s activi-
ties, something for everyone. Lou-
ise Pigott’s exhibit will be inside 
in the Center galleries. This annu-
al event is a fun time to shop, re-
lax listening to music, let the kids 
play and explore art. The Festival 
is funded in part by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural council, a state 

agency. For more information, 
call 508 764 3341 or go to the Web 
site, ruthwellscenter.com.

Louise Pigott is the featured 
artist for June. Her opening is 
Sunday, June 9 starting at 1 p.m. 
Gallery hours will be Saturdays 
and Sundays, 1-4 p.m. throughout 
the month.

Don't forget our ongoing activi-
ties-- Strings and Things, Monday 
6-8 p.m., Open Studio, Thursday 
1-3 p.m., Renew Body Sequence 
(yoga), Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

     The Ruth Wells Center for 
the Arts was founded in 1977 as 
the Quinebaug Valley Council 
for the Arts and Humanities and 
serves the community by bring-
ing art and culture to the area, 
supporting local artists, providing 
opportunities for kids to learn and 
explore their talents.

     The Midsummer Festival is 
free and open to all. Gallery exhib-
its are also open to all. Stop by the 
Festival to experience the fun at 
the Ruth Wells Center.

Ruth Wells Center spotlights Louise Pigott
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth 

Wells Center for the Arts, 111 
Main St. in Southbridge, is proud 
to sponsor a solo exhibit by local 
artist Louise Pigott for the month 
of  June. Her opening is Sunday, 
June 9 from 1-5 p.m. The show is 
free and open to all. Light refresh-
ments will be available. Ongoing 
gallery hours are Saturdays and 
Sundays, noon to 4 p.m.

Louise Pigott is a self-taught 
artist who began her artistic jour-
ney in 2010. Since then she has 
exhibited regionally and received 

awards. Louise gets her inspira-
tion from her grandfather who 
was an artist of  fresco paintings, 
and from her mother who was one 
of  her biggest supporters. Lou-

ise spent some time at Wild Vine 
Studios where she sharpened her 
skills and continues her success 
through internet networking and 
local venues.

Louise's favors working with a 
palette knife in parts of  her work, 
which is full of  vibrant color and 
texture. Louise creates wonderful 
contrast in each piece that evokes 
great emotion and bliss giving 
off  a celestial feeling delivered 
through the awe of  nature.

Visit her site at https://www.
louisepigottart.com/about.html.

EASTON — A total of  625 stu-
dents processed at Stonehill Col-
lege's 73rd Commencement on 
Sunday, May 19.

Julio Del Valle of  Southbridge
Megan Vanelli of  Uxbridge 
Rofail Wassef  of  Uxbridge 
During the ceremony, Ed Cooley 

'94, head coach of  the Georgetown 
University men's basketball team, 
gave the keynote address. The 
speaker also received an honorary 
Doctor of  Humane Letters degree 
alongside Br. Paul Bednarczyk, 
C.S.C. '80, superior general of  the 
Congregation of  Holy Cross, and 
Jean MacCormack, former chan-

cellor of  the University of  Massa-
chusetts Dartmouth and former 
president of  the Edward M. Ken-
nedy Institute for the United States 
Senate.

For more information about 
Commencement, visit Stonehill 
College's Web site.

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic in-

stitution of  higher learning, was 
founded by the Congregation of 
Holy Cross in 1948. Located on the 
beautiful 387-acre campus and for-
mer estate of  Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North Easton, Massachu-
setts, it is a community of  scholar-

ship and faith, anchored by a belief 
in the inherent dignity of  each per-
son.

Through more than 100 academ-
ic programs in the liberal arts, sci-
ences, business and pre-profession-
al field, Stonehill College provides 
an education of  the highest caliber 
that fosters critical thinking, free 
inquiry and the interchange of 
ideas for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the 
whole person so that each Stone-
hill graduate thinks, acts and leads 
with courage toward the creation 
of  a more just and compassionate 
world.

Stonehill College celebrates Class of 2024
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Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

One of M.J. Williams jobs was chosen by National Grid for 
a case study, read more about this  www.mjwhvac.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— A grant from the 
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of  Mental Health

(DMH) is provid-
ing funds for South-
bridge Public Schools 
to launch a program 
aimed at

delivering mental 
health care to students 
in crisis.

The Bridge for Resil-

ient Youth in Transi-
tion program, a tiered 
in-school program

developed by the 
Brookline Center for 
Community Mental 
Health, equips schools 
with

the resources to 
help students through 
mental health disrup-
tions by creating an

individualized plan 

addressing academics 
and mental health.

“We have students 
that have significant 
social/emotional or 
mental health needs, 
that require more than 
just a once a week ses-
sion with a counselor,” 
said Assistant

Superintendent Dr. 
Kelly Williamson.

The grant funds the 

positions of  clinical 
coordinator and aca-
demic coordinator at 
West

Street Elementa-
ry School, Charlton 
Street Elementary 
School and South-
bridge Middle

School, as well as 
providing setup costs, 
totaling over $800,000 
($269,500 per school).

“As a district, we 
understand that stu-
dents have to feel well 
if  they’re going to 
achieve

academically,” Dr. 
Williamson said.

The grant is one 
of  several awarded 
to Southbridge Pub-
lic Schools recently, 
aimed at improving 
student mental health. 

In January, SPS an-
nounced a partnership 
with Clark

University to estab-
lish the Southbridge 
CARES project, aimed 
at improving mental

health in South-
bridge High School 
students and giving 
them access to college 
and career planning 
resources.

Southbridge Public Schools receives grant for student mental health
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TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Request for Bids
FY2025 Heating Oil, Diesel, 

Gasoline and Boiler Maintenance 
Sealed bids, appropriately marked, 
will be received by Monday, June 17, 
2024 at 10:00AM. Sealed bids will be 
publicly opened and read on Monday, 
June 17, 2024 at 10:15AM. in the 
Brimfield Town Annex, Select Board 
Office, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA. 
The following items for Fiscal Year 
2025 will be awarded by the Select 
Board on Monday, June 24, 2024 at 
their duly posted meeting. 

I. Fuels:  *Must hold an 
Ultimate Vendor’s License

1. Heating Fuel   
1,000-gallon capacity
2. Diesel – Ultra Low Sulphur 
 2,000-gallon capacity
3. Gasoline – Unleaded  
2,000-gallon capacity
4. Boiler Maintenance                   
See Below*     

*Boiler Maintenance:  The Town of 
Brimfield has a total of four (4) fur-
naces/boiler systems in its municipal 
buildings (Town Hall, Town Hall Annex 
Building and Library) that require annu-
al cleaning and periodic repairs.  Bids 
are to include the per hourly labor rate 
for this work.  Materials will be paid for 
as necessary. 
The Town of Brimfield will consider 
bids based only upon “mark up over 
daily rack price”   
Bid specifications will be available for 
pickup beginning May 29, 2024 at the 
Brimfield Highway Department, 34B 
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
or by emailing the Chief Procurement 
Officer at selectboard@brimfieldma.
org. All questions must be submitted 
in writing to the Chief Procurement 
Officer. All questions/answers and 
addendums will be distributed to all bid 
package holders. 
Envelopes must be clearly marked 
IFB2024HWYFLS01 FY2025 
Heating Oil, Diesel, Gasoline, and 
Boiler Maintenance and include the 
bid opening date.  All bids must be 
submitted on the Town of Brimfield Bid 
form (included in the bid packet).  No 
bids will be accepted after the time and 
date specified. Executed Certificates 
of Non-Collusion and Tax Compliance 
(attached) and Corporate Authority 
must be included in all bid submissions.  
Duration of bid is for Fiscal Year 
2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025); 
otherwise, please state on bid sheet 
any exceptions.   Payment Terms:  Net 
term, 30 days.   
Prevailing Wage Rates have been 
established by the Department of Labor 
and Industries under the provisions 
of provisions of Chapter 149, M.G.L., 
section 26-27D.  Bids submitted 
for heating oil, diesel and gasoline 
are subject to the provisions of the 
Prevailing Wage law where applicable.
The Select Board reserves the right to 
reject any and/or all bids or accept that 
bid deemed to be in the best interest of 
the Town of Brimfield.
Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Brimfield, MA  01010
(413) 245-4103
May 31, 2024
June 7, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

TOWN OF CHARLTON DPW 
ASPHALT MILLING AND 

REMOVAL

Sealed bids appropriately marked will 
be publicly opened and read in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, Municipal 
Office Building, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton MA 01507 on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. for the following 
DPW materials which will be used on 
approximately 14,000 square yards of 
road surface. 
1. Asphalt Milling and  Removal 
“all sweeping included”, “MassDOT 
prequalification of contractors with 
the class of work as, Pavement – 
Milling and Cold Planing, for the 
project with an estimated value of 
$140,000.00 will be required.”
This is a state funded project that 
exceeds $50,000.00, therefore, all 
contractors intending to bid on Item 
1 –Asphalt Milling and Removal, all 
sweeping must be included, must 
be pre-qualified by the Contract 
Engineer, Room 7373, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116. With submission 
of the properly executed “Approval 
for Proposal Form” to the office of the 
Town Administrator, Municipal Office 
Building, 37 Main Street, Charlton MA 
01507, the prospective bidder will be 
entitled to a non-transferable proposal 
package.  
Prospective bidders must obtain and 
utilize the bid package.  The Town 
Administrator in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, Municipal Office 

Building, 37 Main Street, Charlton MA 
01507, must receive sealed bids, no 
later than Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 
11:00 a.m.  Each item shall be clear-
ly marked in a separate envelope as 
to which category the bidder has 
chosen, i.e. “Item 1 – Asphalt Milling 
and Removal, all sweeping must 
be included, must be pre-qualified.  
Any deviations from Massachusetts 
General Laws, Massachusetts 
Highway Department requirements 
and proposal stipulations will result in 
an automatic disqualification from the 
bidding process.  
This bid is advertised under Chapter 
30; Section 39M, Chapter 149, Section 
26 – 27F of the M.G.L., in refer-
ence to the prevailing wage rates.  All 
road material work and materials shall 
conform to the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Highway Department 
Standard Specifications for Highways, 
Bridges and Waterways.  
All bids must be submitted under 
Chapter 30, Section 39M, which 
requires a bid deposit in the form  
of a bid bond.  The amount of such 
bid deposit shall be five per cent of 
the value of the bid.  
Within ten days of the notification of 
award, the contractor is required to 
provide a security bond under section 
twenty-nine of Chapter One Hundred 
and Forty Nine, for 50% of the contract 
award
All bids are effective June 2024 and 
expire June 2025.
Any questions should be directed to 
Harold Piehl, DPW Superintendent at 
508-248-2212.
The Town Administrator reserves the 
right to waive any minor informality in 
the bids and reject any or all bids and 
to make awards in a manner deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.
May 30, 2024

Town of Brimfield
Highway Department

Request for Bids
Various Road Materials, Equipment 
Rentals, and Bituminous Concrete 

Type-I for Fiscal Year 2025

Sealed bids, appropriately marked, 
will be received no later than Monday 
June 17, 2024, by 
11:00 AM. Sealed bids will be publicly 
opened and read on Monday June 
17, 2024 at 11:15 a.m. in the Brimfield 
Town Hall Annex, 23 Main Street, 
Brimfield, MA. The following items 
that will be purchased for Fiscal Year 
2025 will be awarded by the Board of 
Selectmen at their duly posted meet-
ing on June 24, 2024:
I. Various Road Materials
II. Equipment Rental with 
Operator 
III. Bituminous Concrete – Type I
Bid specifications will be available 
for pickup beginning Thursday May 
30, 2024 at the Brimfield Highway 
Department, 34B Wales Road, 
Brimfield, MA from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., Monday through Thursday or 
by emailing the Chief Procurement 
Officer at selectboard@brimfieldma.
org. Questions related to this bid invi-
tation are to be emailed to the Chief 
Procurement Officer. All addendums, 
questions and answers will be sent to 
all bid package holders.
Envelopes must be clearly marked 
“IFB2024HWY01 – FY2025” and 
include the date and time of the bid 
opening.  Where required, bids must 
indicate a single square yard multiplier 
(dollar amount per square yard) on 
the appropriate bid form attached. All 
bids must be submitted on the Town of 
Brimfield Bid forms (included in the bid 
packet).  No bids will be accepted after 
the time and date specified. Executed 
Certificates of Non-Collusion and Tax 
Compliance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all bid 
submissions.  
Bituminous Concrete-Type I bids must 
indicate all prices, both pick up at 
plant (not more than 15 miles of the 
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B Wales 
Rd) and to be delivered to the Town 
of Brimfield, Town Yard, or to the job 
location in the Town of Brimfield.  Bids 
shall include the current period price 
(May 2024) of $665 per ton for liquid 
asphalt.  The price adjustment of hot 
mix asphalt mixtures containing liquid 
asphalt shall apply as per scheduled 
posted on Massachusetts Highway 
Department website: www.mass.
gov/mhd and “Special Provisions” as 
attached.  
Contractors intending to bid on 
Bituminous Concrete – Type I, must 
be pre-qualified by the Massachusetts 
Highway Department and the pre-qual-
ifying form from the State must be 
presented at the time the bid pack-
age is picked up from the Town of 
Brimfield.  The classification of work 
is “Resurfacing” The total cost of pro-
ject(s) is estimated to be $511,080.80 
NOTE: Award is subject to the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Chapter 90 appropriation 
and release. A bid deposit of 5% of the 
total price bid must be submitted.
 Prevailing Wage Rates have 

been established by the Department 
of Labor and Industries under the pro-
vision of Chapter 149, M.G.L., Section 
26-27D.  Bids submitted for Bituminous 
Concrete -Type I, are subject to the 
provisions of General Laws, Chap 534, 
30B, Section 30M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).
All work/items must meet Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation, high-
way standards specifications.  
Executed Certificates of Non-Collusion 
and Tax Compliance (attached) and 
Corporate Authority must be included 
in all bid submissions. 
Minority percentage rate must not be 
less than 5%.
Duration of the bid contract is July 1, 
2024 through June 30, 2025; other-
wise, please state on bid sheet any 
exceptions.
Payment terms:  Net term, 30 days.
The Select Board reserves the right to 
reject any and/or all bids, or, accept 
that bid deemed to be in the best inter-
est of the Town of Brimfield.
Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield
Brimfield, MA  01010
(413) 245-4103
May 31, 2024
June 7, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on June 12, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of PRW 
Enterprises LLC.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a septic 
system within the 100-ft buffer zone 
to a bordering vegetated wetland. 
The project location is: Lot B-1 No. 
6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton MA 
01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who wish 
to participate can access the meeting 
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by 
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343? 
p w d = V j l M Z G l h U G R n Y z R k R 
1c2eTJTL3lWZz09
Copies of the NOI may be examined at 
the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
May 30, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P1582EA
Estate of: 

Ronald Gerard Graveline
Also Known As: Ronald G. Graveline

Date Of Death: 
March 26, 2024 

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Renee  Graveline of Sturbridge MA
Renee  Graveline of Sturbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and ex-
penses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can  
be obtained from the Petitioner.
May 30, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on June 12, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of PRW 
Enterprises LLC.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a septic 
system within the 100-ft buffer zone 

to a bordering vegetated wetland. 
The project location is: Lot A-1 No. 
6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton MA 
01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who wish 
to participate can access the meeting 
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by 
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?pw 
d=VjlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3l 
WZz09
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by 
appointment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
May 30, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
166, §22F notice is hereby given of a 
public hearing to be held by the Town 
Manager on July 10, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the George Parent Meeting Room, 
second floor of the Town Hall, 41 Elm 
Street, in regards to a petition filed by 
National Grid for the following Order 
for JO Pole relocation:
Paige Hill Road:
Massachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc requests
permission to locate poles, wires, 
and fixtures, including the necessary 
sustaining and protecting
fixtures, along and across the following 
public way:
Paige Hill Road – National Grid to 
install 2 JO Poles and relocate 2 JO 
Poles on Paige Hill Rd., beginning at a 
point approx. 187 feet southeast of the 
centerline of the intersection of Paige 
Hill Rd. and Cliff St. and continuing 
approx. 2872 feet in a southeast 
direction.  Installing new Pole and 
Anchor P17-50~70 southeast of 
existing P18 on Paige Hill Rd.  Relocate 
Pole and ~16’ south of existing P321 
on Paige Hill Rd.  Relocate Pole and 
anchor P9~64’ south of existing P9 on 
Paige Hill Rd.
Anyone wishing to be heard regarding 
this petition will be given the opportunity 
to speak.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Jack Jovan, Town Manager
May 30, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on June 12, 2024, at 
7PM on the application of Bluewater 
Bay Development, LLC
The applicant has filed for an 
amendment to an existing Order 
of Conditions DEP No. 128-1889 
for revised bank stabilization and 
associated work. The project location 
is: Route 20 (associated to 53 
Sturbridge Road, Amazon Project) 
Charlton, MA 01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the 
Acts of 2021, this meeting of the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
will be conducted in person and 
via remote means. Members of the 
public who wish to participate can 
access the meeting remotely, via 
Zoom Conferencing by calling 1-646 
558 8656 and using meeting ID # 
892 9898 0343 Passcode 458971 or 
using the link below https://us02web.
zoom.us / j / 89298980343?pwd= 
V j l M Z G l h U G R n Y z R k R 
1c2eTJTL3lWZz09
Copies of the Amendment may be 
examined at the Conservation Office 
by appointment during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
May 30, 2024

LEGALS

For Legal 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
508-909-4127 

email:
legals@

stonebridge 
press.news
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

June 1 and 2
8am-3pm

28 Hall Rd., Webster
Mens Size Medium shirts, pants and shorts 

Women size small shirts
Gallon size glass jars, 5 gallon buckets,

 grow lights, exhaust fans,  
Ski Boots (W 8.5, 10; M11)

Yard Sale
June 8 and 9

9am
5 Pinewood Drive, 

Webster
Multi- family moving sale, 

many items
Tools, Baby Furniture, 

Household Items, 
2 Room Tent, Snowmobile,

Old World Style Collectibles

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P1674EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Marion A. Kowalski 
Date of Death: 02/17/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by Shirley 
J Kourey of Dracut MA requesting 
that the Court  enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Shirley J Kourey of Dracut MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve on the bond in 
unsupervised administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/018/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 17, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 30, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on June 12, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Cory 
Hansen.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a single-
family residence with associated site 
work within the Riparian Zone to the 
Little River and bordering vegetated 
wetland. The project location is: Lot 
B-5 Oxbow Road, Charlton MA 01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the 
Acts of 2021, this meeting of the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
will be conducted in person and 
via remote means. Members of the 
public who wish to participate can 
access the meeting remotely, via 
Zoom Conferencing by calling 1-646 

558 8656 and using meeting ID # 
892 9898 0343 Passcode 458971 or 
using the link below https://us02web.
zoom.us / j / 89298980343?pwd= 
V j l M Z G l h U G R n Y z R k 
R1c2eTJTL3lWZz09
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by 
appointment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
May 30, 2024

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Request for Bids for

Aeration Pipeline CIPP 
Southbridge Wastewater Treatment 

Plant
The Town of Southbridge invites 
qualified firms to furnish and install 
CIPP Liner at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP). Copies of 
the specifications are available from 
the Town Website as of 09:00AM, on 
05/23/2024.
The project location/details can be 
viewed at the WWTP located at 83 
Dresser Hill Road, Southbridge MA, 
Monday-Friday between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:00pm. Appointments 
are necessary, call 1-508-764-4927 to 
schedule. 
All Bids for this project are subject 
to the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Las Chapter 30 Section 39M. 
Prevailing Wage Rates are required 
on this project. The current wage 
rate schedule is attached to the bid 
specification package. 
The bidder will provide a 5% bid 
deposit with bid. 
The deadline for sealed bids is 
06/06/2024 at 10:00AM.  The sealed 
bid shall be clearly marked “Aeration 
Pipeline CIPP – WWTP”.  Bids are to 

be addressed to the Department of 
Public Works, Town of Southbridge, 
185 Guelphwood Road, Southbridge, 
MA 01550.  Late bids will not be 
opened.
May 23, 2024
May 30, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
166, §22F notice is hereby given of a 
public hearing to be held by the Town 
Manager on July 10, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the George Parent Meeting Room, 
second floor of the Town Hall, 41 Elm 
Street, in regards to a petition filed by 
National Grid for the following Order 
for JO Pole relocation:
Charlton St.:
Massachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc requests
permission to locate poles, wires, 
and fixtures, including the necessary 
sustaining and protecting
fixtures, along and across the following 
public way:
Charlton St – National Grid to install 
1 JO Pole on Charlton St. beginning 
at a point approx. 118 feet southwest 
of the centerline of the intersection 
of Charlton St. and Mechanic St. 
and continuing approx. 526 feet in a 
northeast direction.  Installing new 
Pole #15-75, ~70 south of existing P 
#15-50 on Charlton St.  Underground 
Primary Cable ~360‘ from Pole #12 
Charlton St to p # 15 Charlton St.
Anyone wishing to be heard regarding 
this petition will be given the opportunity 
to speak.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Jack Jovan, Town Manager
May 30, 2024

LEGALS

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — More than 
140 undergraduate students, including 
Theater Arts major Delaney Bodamer 
from Charlton, presented their research 
at Hofstra's annual Undergraduate 
Research Day, May 10. The research 
projects were showcased in multiple 
formats including posters, art displays 
and performances and focused on var-
ied academic disciplines, including hu-
manities; communications; education; 
engineering; computer science; and the 
natural, health, and social sciences. The 
Undergraduate Research Poster Session 
was held in the Mack Student Center 
Multipurpose Rooms and the Student 
Art & Design Displays were shown in 
the Student Center Atrium while the 
Creative Performances and Projects 
Session were shown in the Monroe Lec-
ture Center. 

"Undergraduate Research Day stands 
as a celebration of  our students' schol-
arly achievements, showcasing their 
impressive depth of  knowledge and in-
novative thinking across a multitude 
of  disciplines," said Elfreda Blue, vice 
provost for undergraduate studies and 
professor of  special education. 

The students showcased their work 
on posters and gave presentations to the 
attendees who included Hofstra facul-
ty, administration, and fellow students. 
While some posters covered interna-
tional, national, and regional research 
topics, others were hyper-local with a 
focus on Hofstra and the surrounding 
communities. 

One example of  a local topic was 

Shakespeare pieces in Hofstra's annual 
Shakespeare Festival.

"Undergrad Research Day is a great 
way for students in the visual and per-
forming arts to show our work to a wid-
er audience, so they get a sense of  what 
we actually do," Concannon said. 

"Few people outside of  our depart-
ments come to our school-specific 
events, so events like Research Day are 
also a way for students within the arts 
to find new venues to showcase them-
selves," he added.

Reagan Pearce, a filmmaking ma-
jor from Gilbert, Az., showcased her 
film "Witchin," which she shot in just 
three weeks.

"I am super excited to be included in 
Undergrad Research Day. It is nice to be 
recognized for the projects I'm doing. A 
ton of  my friends were involved in the 

acting and shooting, so the prep was so 
fun and made the whole experience bet-
ter," Pearce said. 

The full list of  projects and perfor-
mances can be found on the Hofstra 
website. 

Hofstra University's primary mis-
sion is to provide a quality education to 
its students in an environment that en-
courages, nurtures, and supports learn-
ing. At Hofstra, new ideas take shape 
through collaboration, engagement, 
and interaction. Hofstra students create 
their success with small classes and ded-
icated faculty, alongside a beautiful cam-
pus, plus all the opportunities of  New 
York City within easy reach.

For more information, contact Mar-
keting and Communications at 516-463-
6493.

MANCHESTER, New 
Hampshire — Karyssa 
Thompson of  Charlton 
and Giovanna Perez of 
Southbridge have been 
named to Southern New 
Hampshire University's 
Winter 2024 Dean's List. 
The winter terms run 
from January to May.

Full-time undergrad-
uate students who have 
earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 
3.500 to 3.699 for the re-
porting term are named 
to the Dean's List. Full-
time status is achieved 

by earning 12 credits 
over each 16-week term 
or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Southern New 
Hampshire Universi-
ty (SNHU) is a private, 
nonprofit institution 
with a 91-year history 
of  educating tradition-
al-aged students and 
working adults. Now 
serving more than 
225,000 learners world-
wide, SNHU offers ap-
proximately 200 accred-
ited undergraduate, 

graduate and certificate 
programs, available on-
line and on its 300-acre 
campus in Manchester, 
NH. Recognized as one 
of  the "Most Innovative" 
regional universities by 
U.S. News & World Re-
port and one of  the fast-
est-growing universities 
in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expand-
ing access to high qual-
ity, affordable pathways 
that meet the needs 
of  each learner. Learn 
more at www.snhu.edu.

Local students named to SNHU Dean’s List

"College Consumerism: Sustainable 
Fashion at Hofstra University" by Grace 
Varnum, a sustainability studies ma-
jor from Flourtown, Pa.

Varnum's project focused on the ef-
fects of  "Fast Fashion" and how, accord-
ing to her research, it is destroying our 
planet. She sent an anonymous survey 
to Hofstra students to determine their 
limits when shopping. The survey re-
sults showed that price was the number 
one factor when shopping, and a lack of 
knowledge about sustainable fashion 
companies was evident.

"Garment waste has increased sub-
stantially in the past 20 years. Even 
though there are many sustainable fash-
ion companies, many people cannot ac-
cess them due to limitations," Varnum 
said. "Companies should find ways to 
make sustainable fashion more afford-
able and educate the public about their 
products and practices, and the detri-
ments of  fast fashion." 

Students in the fine and performing 
arts showcased their work in the Mack 
Student Center Atrium, while the cre-
ative and music performances and film 
projects were shown in Monroe Lecture 
Center. 

Theater arts majors Delaney Bo-
damer from Charlton, and Bela Valente 
from Hempstead, N.Y., with direction 
by drama major George Concannon 
from Bay Shore, N.Y., performed "From 
Imitation to the Sun: The Journey of 
Shakespeare's Prince." The performance 
is part of  Concannon's senior thesis re-
search project in which he created and 
directed this one-hour version of  Shake-
speare's history play “Henry IV, Part 
One” and modeled it after the touring 

Hofstra student from Charlton participates in Undergraduate Research Day

Juan Azmitia Delgado 
of Guatemala City 
named to Dean's List 
at Lehigh University 

BETHLEHEM, Pa. — Dean's List 
status, which is awarded to students 
who earned a scholastic average of 
3.6 or better while carrying at least 12 
hours of  regularly graded courses, has 
been granted to Juan Azmitia Delgado 
in the Spring 2024 semester.

For more than 150 years, Lehigh 
University (lehigh.edu) has combined 
outstanding academic and learning 
opportunities with leadership in fos-
tering innovative research. The insti-
tution is among the nation's most se-
lective, highly ranked private research 
universities. Lehigh's five colleges - 
College of  Arts and Sciences, College 
of  Business, College of  Education, 
College of  Health, and the P.C. Rossin 
College of  Engineering and Applied 
Science - provide opportunities to 
more than 7,000 students to discover 
and grow in an academically rigorous 
environment along with a supportive, 
engaged campus community.
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N.Y. 
Additionally, Fedora 

took part in fundraising 
and service activities 
at bottle and can drives, 
car washes, town-wide 
cleanups, and commu-
nity food drives, among 
several others.

Soderberg entered the 
Cub Scouts during the 
third grade before even-
tually earning his Ar-
row of  Light Award and 
crossing over into Boy 
Scout Troop 7.

Soderberg has en-
joyed taking part in 
community service proj-
ects such as food drives, 
flea market car parking, 
and town-wide cleanups, 
among others.

He was also thrilled to 
participate in multiple 
trips, including visits 
to Gettysburg National 
Military Park, Mt. Nor-
ris Scout Reservation, 
the West Point Military 
Academy Camporee, 
Herkimer Diamond 
Mine, and Camp Web-
ster.

To earn the Eagle 
Scout rank—the high-
est rank available in 
Scouting—the three Boy 
Scouts each fulfilled re-
quirements in the areas 
of  leadership, communi-
ty service, and outdoor 
skills. 

Moreover, each Scout 
was required to complete 
an Eagle Scout service 
project. 

For his project, 
Brigham refurbished the 
softball benches at Tan-
tasqua Regional Junior 
High School in Fiskdale, 
which he attended years 
prior. After receiving 
generous donations of 
materials and/or volun-
teer time from Howlett 
Lumber, his grandfather 
Ernie Brigham, and his 
fellow Scouts, he was 
thrilled to complete a 
successful project.

For his Eagle Scout 
project, Fedora worked 
with East Quabbin Land 
Trust in West Brook-
field. His project provid-
ed access from the exist-
ing Upland Trail on the 
historic Pynchon's Grist 
Mill property—the first 
grist mill in the Quaboag 
Plantation. The project 
also included the instal-
lation of  a split rail fence 
around the existing well, 
along with signage.

Soderberg’s Eagle 
Scout project involved 
building a kiosk at the 
Norcross Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Wales. This 
project required prepa-
rations such as material 
gathering, land clearing, 
and careful planning and 
teamwork. Soderberg 
and his team worked 

with Norcross staff 
members who helped 
carry out the project suc-
cessfully.

The kiosk provides 
information on Norcross 
trails.

The Eagle Court of 
Honor program was at-
tended by the Scouts’ 
family members, friends, 
and several special 
guests.

State Sen. Ryan Fat-
tman’s office presented 
each Eagle Scout with a 
citation from the State 
Senate. Additionally, 
State Rep. Todd Smo-
la presented the young 
men with congratulato-
ry certificates from the 
Massachusetts House of 
Representatives.

Selectman George 
Adams presented each 
Eagle Scout with a certif-
icate from the Brimfield 
Select Board. 

The Scouts also re-
ceived many messages 
and letters of  congrat-
ulations, including doc-
uments from President 
Joseph Biden, U.S. Con-
gressman Richard Neal, 
and even Chuck Norris.

To learn more about 
Brimfield Troop 7 and 
how you can join, reach 
out to Scoutmaster 
George Adams at troop-
7brimfield@gmail.com 
or 860-595-4084.

Scouts
continued from page 1

majority of  the 313 attendees voted in 
favor of  the article, accompanied by a 
round of  applause.

Voters also approved a selection of 
financial items, including the town 
budget. The $40.4 million spending 
plan presented an increase of  7.30 per-
cent, including an education budget of 
$21 million and a general government 
budget of  $3.5 million. The new spend-
ing plan goes into effect on July 1. The 
Water and Sewer Department budgets, 
cemetery perpetual care funds, and re-
volving funds were also subsequently 
approved. Voters also supported sev-
eral capital items including an am-
bulance replacement, waterway im-
provements, Rail Road Pond repairs, a 
sludge design and buildout project, and 
the Main Street water interconnection 
all from existing funding accounts.

Two articles pertaining to tax ex-
emptions were approved soundly with 
the first article allowing for additional 
real estate exemptions for blind per-
sons, veterans, surviving spouses, and 
senior taxpayers eligible for tax exemp-
tions. The second article increased the 
maximum income limit for seniors 
who qualify for tax exemptions. Both 
articles were meant to provide added 
tax relief  to individuals based on cer-
tain qualifications laid out in Massa-
chusetts General Law.

One of  the most heavily discussed 
items was an article seeking to pur-
chase property on Bay Path Road to 

establish a new public water supply. 
Voters approved utilizing $835,000 
from the Water Stabilization Fund to 
acquire the two undeveloped parcels 
which Water & Sewer Commission 
Vice Chair Russ Jennings said will be a 
valuable asset for Charlton even if  the 
town never uses them. 

“Large amounts of  water exist 
under this property that have been 
deemed usable for the public water 
supply,” said Jennings. “When we find 
a source that is viable through our 
research, much of  which is through 
grant money over the years, we invest 
in pieces of  property that are potential-
ly going to be useful to the town. When 
we find one and secure the deal, we 
bring it before you. We think it’s very 
valuable to obtain this piece of  proper-
ty today, put it in the bank for later use, 
and maybe never use it because at this 
point developing our own water supply 
for ourselves within our town would be 
very expensive as opposed to our cur-
rent deal of  purchasing water directly 
from Southbridge. I’ll challenge you to 
find additional properties in Charlton 
that would be deemed viable.”

Voters closed the meeting by approv-
ing two zoning articles, one requested 
by a property owner as a zoning map 
amendment and the second being a 
wording amendment in the bylaws to 
conform with the National Flood In-
surance Program requirements.

Charlton
continued from page 1

ious town properties. 
The concept started as 
a proposal from NEC in 
Charlton to look at build-
ing a solar array atop the 
landfill, but expanded 
into a discussion at sub-
committee about that, 
expanding the gas-to-en-
ergy capacity and pow-
ering the “blue building” 
there. It eventually came 
to include looking at 
potential uses for other 
town properties, includ-
ing the West Street fire 
station recently vacated 
by the school mainte-
nance department.

But the council large-
ly reacted to the initial 
solar proposal, and shot 
it down on a tie 4-4 vote. 
Marketti noted the Board 
of  Health discussed it 
and “were not very en-
thusiastic about it” due 
to concerns about its ef-
fect on the landfill cap's 
stability. 

Scott Lazo agreed 
with him, saying he had 
“a very hard time with 
this one” and would “op-
pose drilling or building 
on that [landfill] hill un-

der any circumstances.” 
Regarding other proper-
ties, he saw no need to 
study them, but would 
just “liquidate it and put 
[the money] into capital 
improvement.”

Speaking in favor of 
the grant, George Che-
nier noted the manager 
had explained that any 
proposal to sell, lease 
for solar, or otherwise 
use property “will come 
to council.” He liked the 
idea of  seeking “the best 
use of  the properties.”

John Daniel also 
supported it, saying he 
thought getting assis-
tance to look at the op-
tions was good. But he 
also noted he'd become 
“really tainted on solar 
arrays and would have 
to be really convinced to 
vote for one.”

There was also some 
debate over re-hiring re-
cently-retired Landfill 
Agent Anna Smith as a 
four-hour-per-week solid 
waste consultant. That 
was also a 7-1 vote, with 
Marketti opposing it.

“It seems like we have 
a consultant in almost 

every department,” he 
said. “... I don't feel it's 
needed. That's why our 
budget keeps going up 
and up and up, because 
we keep hiring more and 
more and more.”

All of  the evening's 
other items passed eas-
ily, often with little dis-
cussion. Many of  them 
were end of  year trans-
fers, annual revolving 
fund renewals, and two 
were bylaw readings to 
create new such funds. 
The two largest of  those 
approved using Chap-
ter 90 highway funding 
to do the 25 percent de-
sign work for the River/
Crane project and apply-
ing for a $50,000 brown-
field grant to look at the 
viability of  saving Ham-
ilton Mill. The board 
also approved install-
ing new EV chargers at 
Town Hall that will cost 
users money; they not-
ed the existing free ones 
will move to the DPW for 
town staff  to use.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Council
continued from page 1

Gardening
continued from page 4

laborate international-
ly to promote projects 
worldwide.  

“Tantasqua’s Interac-
tors are looking forward 
to the opportunity to 
make a difference in the 
Tantasqua community 
and beyond,” read the 
statement issued by Wil-
lard.  

The club’s founding 
members include: Jack-
son Landine (Co-Pres-
ident), Stella Buday 
(Co-President), Rachel 
Salisbury (Vice Presi-
dent), Jocelyn Mrotek 
(Secretary), Charlotte 

Ardis (Treasurer), and 
Samantha Baker (Direc-
tor of  Public Relations).

At the club’s May 14 
kickoff  event, members 
held a community out-
reach event called “Tan-
tasqua Pizza Challenge.” 
Members voted on local 
pizza establishments 
that generously donated 
their pizza for the event.

Raffle prizes were also 
donated by local busi-
nesses.  

The Tantasqua chap-
ter of  Interact Club is 
sponsored by the Stur-
bridge Rotary Club. The 
charter was completed 

with the guidance of 
Linda Langevin-Zonia 
(President, Sturbridge 
Rotary) and David Zo-
nia (Assistant Governor, 
District 7910).

Additional club sup-
porters include South-
bridge Credit Union, 
Cormier Jewelers, BT’s 
Steakhouse, Brush It 
Off  Art & Pottery Stu-
dio, Pickleball U, Honest 
Town Eats, Escape the 
Pike, Park Place Salon, 
Jars Coffeehouse, Old 
Sturbridge Pizza, Uncle 
Sam’s Pizza, Pizza Chef, 
Tutti Quanti, and Sher-
win Williams.

Interact
continued from page 1

the plant. Elevating the 
fruit also reduces loss 
to soil-dwelling insects 
and disease.

 Use decorative sup-
ports to add a bit of  
beauty or help blend 
edibles into ornamental 
plantings. Save money 
and add some personal-
ity by upcycling found 
items into creative sup-
ports.  A section of  an 
old iron fence, head-
board, golf  clubs, or 
farm implements can 
add a bit of  functional 
whimsy to your garden.

 
Add color to a plain 

fence or wall with annu-
al and perennial flower-
ing vines.  Use a support 
and leave space between 
wooden fences and sid-
ing to reduce moisture 
buildup that could dam-
age these structures. 
This also makes it eas-
ier to manage future 
repairs and painting if  
the vines can easily be 
moved away from the 
structure.

 Double up your plants 
to increase the floral 
impact. Use annual 
vines to provide quick 
cover for the first few 
years while establish-
ing perennial vines onto 
the support.  Consider 
mixing two vines on one 
support if  space allows. 
Select vines that bloom 
at the same time to cre-

ate interesting combi-
nations. Or plant two 
vines that bloom at dif-
ferent times to extend 
the floral display.

 Always select sup-
ports strong enough to 
support the plants you 
are growing. Make sure 
the support provides the 
structure needed for the 
vines to climb. Those 
with twining stems and 
petioles need something 
to grab onto while those 
with root-like holdfasts 
or suction cups need 
a rough surface for 
attaching.  Make sure 
the structure will not be 
damaged by the vines 
adhering to the surface.  
Other vines may need 
their stems to be tied to 
the support.

 As you can see, the 
possibilities are end-
less.  Start gathering 

decorative supports, 
look for spaces that 
need a bit of  vertical 
interest, and select 
vines suited to your 
growing conditions and 
landscape design. 

 Melinda Myers 
has written over 20 
gardening books, 
including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Melinda Myers

Clematis and impatiens growing on a wheel trellis.

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Winter 2024 
President's List. The winter terms run 
from January to May.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of  3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to the Presi-
dent's List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms grouped 
in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Tok Rosario of  Southbridge 
Matthew Hall of  Southbridge 
Shana Caisse of  Southbridge 
William Allen of  Charlton 
Makenzie Woods of  Charlton 
Autumn Monahan of  Fiskdale 
Nicholas Pellegrini of  Fiskdale

Sandy Jones of  Sturbridge
Ryan Manners of  Sturbridge 

Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit 
institution with an 91-year history of 
educating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now serving more 
than 225,000 learners worldwide, SNHU 
offers approximately 200 accredited 
undergraduate, graduate and certifi-
cate programs, available online and on 
its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the "Most Innovative" re-
gional university by U.S. News & World 
Report and one of  the fastest-growing 
universities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to high 
quality, affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of  each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

SNHU announces Winter 2024 President's List

Jackson Haker of Uxbridge presented with AIC's Yellow Jacket of the Year Award
SPRINGFIELD — Jackson Haker 

of  Uxbridge has been honored with 
the Yellow Jacket of  the Year Award 
by American International College 
(AIC). Haker was among eighteen 
student-athletes recognized for 
their outstanding contributions to 
the success of  the AIC Department 

of  Athletics at the 2023-24 Athletics 
Awards Night held in the Butova 
Gymnasium on Wednesday, April 
24.

The Yellow Jacket of  the Year 
Award is presented to the male and 
female student-athlete who best ex-
emplifies AIC in character, talent, 

and spirit.
Haker, of  AIC baseball, was a 

First-Team All-Region selection in 
2023 and is tracking to repeat as he 
is in the top seven in both batting 
average and on-base percentage in 
the NE10, and also served as a mem-
ber of  the SAAC Executive Board.

AIC congratulates Haker and 
all the deserving student-athletes 
on their awards honoring their re-
markable achievements.

Founded in 1885, American Inter-
national College (AIC) is a private, 
co-educational, doctoral granting 
institution located in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, comprising the 
School of  Business, Arts and Sci-
ences, the School of  Education, and 
the School of  Health Sciences. AIC 
supports and advances education, 
diversity, and opportunity for its 
students and the community.
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

For great customer service 
call today!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

Homes for Heroes
Ask About Qualifing For A Reward

As a Buyer or Seller!
Law Enforcement, Teachers, Medical 

Professionals, Fireman, Veterans

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

WHAT A DEAL!! CHARLTON! PRIVACY

CHARLTON- Step Down Living Room AUBURN
STARTER HOME 
COMING SOON 

$@270’S

8 Room Colonial *  Hardwood floors 
*  3 Bedroom *  2.5 Baths *  24’ Livingroom 

*  Formal Dining Room or Family Room
 *  Kitchen with Island  

*  Lower Level Game Room Possible
 *  Expandable Attic for Additional Living Area 

 *   2 Car Attached Garage
 *  Babling Brook and Nearby 1 Acre Lot

91 Blood Road $499,900

 * 2400 Sq. ft.
* .3 Acres 

* Fireplace
*1st Floor Office

* 2.5 Baths

*4 Room Cottage
* 2 Bedrooms & Baths

*New Septic Being Installed
* New Roof

* Recent Furnace
* Updated Kitchen

* Sided
93 Haggerty Rd $659,900 Call Jo-Ann for Details

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

New to the Market - Own-
er Occupied 2 Family  Ex-
tremely Well Cared For - 
Many Important  Updates.  
Don’t Miss This One!  .

$359,900 

This property offers a whole lot more than meets the eye! 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 
1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. A rear open porch provides a private 
space & scenic views has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

NEW PRICE $349,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF RANCH HOME! 
1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 

FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, upscaled kitch-
en with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hardwood 
Floors! central air. 2 car garage On Deposit $614,500

Need Your Own Space? *~* Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ situated on a Private 0.35 acre 
on a ‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, year-
round Sunroom, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, 
hardwood floors, large private rear deck & backyard 

$465,000

WEBSTER
17 BRODEUR AVENUE

Featured New Listing!
DUDLEY - 3 FILO RD 

OPEN HOUSE! June 2nd, Sunday 11:30 - 1:30

1st Time Offered!!  This one can be your’s! Young 2200+ Sq ft Cape/
Split  7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 
3 full baths! Master bed/
Bath! Bonus unfinished 
2nd floor. 3/4 Acre of land 
mostly Landscaped. Kitch-
en w/Island & dining room. 
Hardwood, ceramic, & car-
pet flrs. So much more!  
NOW $559,900 

WEBSTER- 22 HALL RD 

WEBSTER 
96 CHASE AVE       

WEBSTER  
18 EASTERN AVE.  

WEBSTER- 38 RAY STREET UNIT#3
 Condominium Don’t Miss this 

one!! Beautiful & Large! 2 bed-
room - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner 
Lot. Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/-  

 ON DEPOSIT 
NOW ONLY $219,900.

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

SALE STILL 
   GOING ON

Thank you to all our customers, 
Celebrating 6 years in business 

$5.00 off $40 or more 
Good for the month of June. 
Must present the coupon.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

6

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS
389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)

508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

2 for 
11” Hanging Baskets

$39
Reg. $23.99 ea.

4” Tomato 
& Pepper

 5 for $10.00
or $2.30 ea.

VEGETABLES ARE HERE!

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Local residents receive degrees at WPI’s 
155th undergraduate Commencement

WORCESTER — On 
Friday, May 10, Worces-
ter Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI) held its 155th Com-
mencement. Nearly 1,100 
undergraduate degrees 
were awarded during the 
ceremony.

President Grace J. 
Wang, PhD, and Board of 
Trustees Chair William 
Fitzgerald presided over 
the exercises.

Wang told the gradu-
ates that in a changing 
world, where new tech-
nologies and industries 
are rapidly emerging, 
and where they could be 
doing jobs that have not 
yet been invented, they 
should dream boldly, per-
severe, be a team player, 
and enjoy the journey.

"WPI has prepared 
you for this future," 
Wang said. "During your 
time here, you have been 
immersed in a transfor-
mative, leading-edge, 
and inclusive environ-
ment to ready you for 
jobs, careers, and, also, 
exciting opportunities to 
come."

In her commencement 
address to undergradu-
ates, Nancy M. Pimental, 
a 1987 WPI graduate who 
spent 11 years as a writer 
and executive produc-
er on the hit Showtime 
series "Shameless," told 
the graduates they are 
well-prepared for what-
ever career path they 
choose to follow.

"With your degree 
from WPI, you're ready 
for success," Pimental 
said. "You can literally 
accomplish anything 
you set sights on. Isn't 
that amazing? The pos-
sibilities are unlimited. 
You learn to think criti-
cally, solve problems log-
ically, and work together 
collaboratively. These 
are the skills you need 
to overcome any obsta-

cles that are thrown your 
way. There's nothing you 
can't do now that you're a 
WPI grad."

Pimental and Michael 
J. Dolan '75, WPI Trustee 
Emeritus, who served 
for 16 years as an active 
member of  the Board of 
Trustees, received hon-
orary degrees as part of 
the ceremony.

Student speaker Sam-
uel Levitan, a biology 
and biotechnology ma-
jor, weaved Commence-
ment history into his 
speech, reminding the 
audience that Black ed-
ucator, reformer, and 
intellectual Booker T. 
Washington gave WPI's 
50thCommencement ad-
dress in 1915, speaking 
about America's trans-
formation since the end 
of  slavery. Levitan also 
talked about the sense 
of  belonging instilled in 
WPI students, who bal-
ance a STEM education 
with a formative person-
al experience.

"To learn about cut-
ting-edge technologies 
and scientific discover-
ies at WPI takes an open 
mind," Levitan said. "But 
no matter where you go 
and no matter what you 
do, an open heart is just 
as important. Remember 
that you belong wherev-
er that may be, and that 
the people around you 
are counting on you to 
believe that they belong, 
too."

The following stu-
dents earned bachelor's 
degrees:

Louis Desy, of  Brim-
field majored in Biomed-
ical Engineering

Ian Grzembski, of 
Sturbridge majored in 
Computer Science

Luke Hoy, of  Fiskdale 
majored in Robotics En-
gineering

Jack Lafond, of  Stur-

bridge majored in Data 
Science

Isabella Pabon, of 
Worcester majored in 
Computer Science

Joelis Velez Diaz of 
Southbridge majored in 
Chemical Engineering

Emily Brindisi of 
Charlton majored in 
Chemical Engineering

About Worcester Poly-
technic Institute

WPI, a global leader in 
project-based learning, 
is a distinctive, top-tier 
technological university 
founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students 
learn most effectively 
by applying the theory 
learned in the class-
room to the practice of 
solving real-world prob-
lems. Recognized by the 
National Academy of 
Engineering with the 
2016 Bernard M. Gordon 
Prize for Innovation in 
Engineering and Tech-
nology Education, WPI's 
pioneering project-based 
curriculum engages un-
dergraduates in solving 
important scientific, 
technological, and soci-
etal problems through-
out their education and 
at more than 50 proj-
ect centers around the 
world. WPI offers more 
than 70 bachelor's, mas-
ter's, and doctoral de-
gree programs across 18 
academic departments 
in science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
the social sciences, and 
the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking 
research to meet ongo-
ing challenges in health 
and biotechnology; ro-
botics and the internet 
of  things; advanced ma-
terials and manufactur-
ing; cyber, data, and se-
curity systems; learning 
science; and more. www.
wpi.edu
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