
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — Several 
local police officers were 
persons of  honor at the 
last selectmen’s meeting.

The first two were being 
introduced to the town 
as new members of  the 
force: Jacob Zablonsky 
and Melissa Bok. Both 
came to Webster with 
some experience, both as 
officers and dispatchers; 
Zablonsky from Douglas 
and Bok from Sturbridge, 
Chief  Michael Shaw said.

With them, “I believe 
we’re fully staffed,” after 
“a lot of  transition in the 
last five or six years” that 
has resulted in a much 
younger department on 
average, he added.

Immediately after-
ward, Shaw and the board 
commended some of  the 
department’s veterans 
for their work on solv-
ing a May 2019 abduction 
and assault from May 
Street Park. Shaw noted 
that was just five months 
into his chieftainship, 

and was “pretty much 
any police executive’s 
worst nightmare,” A 12 
year old girl had been 
taken at random, driven 
into Connecticut, assault-
ed, then dropped off  on 
the street with “very 
limited information” to 
identify her assailant. 
Detectives Hamm, Reed, 
Whiting and Trainor, Lt 
Wentworth and Deputy 
Chief  Wheeler did “some 
of  the finest police work 
I’ve ever seen,” including 
complex search warrants 

for cell phones and tow-
ers, tracking the car to 
a Connecticut residence, 
staking the perpetrator 
out at his Worcester job 
site, working with the 
victim’s family, and col-
laborating with other 
departments plus the 
FBI, Shaw said.

“They did all the leg-
work” necessary to give 
the federal attorney a 
case that resulted in the 
suspect pleading guilty. 
He was sentenced to a 
25 year mandatory min-
imum sentence without 
possibility of  parole.

“It’s a once in a lifetime 
case and they hit it out of  
the park,” the chief  said, 
noting it could make a 

good Netflix film. “I can 
never say how proud of  
them I am.”

“It really shows the 
amount of  teamwork, 
and to get accolades from 
the FBI is just, I think, out 
of  this world,” remarked 
Chair Randy Becker. “... 
It was above and beyond 
fantastic the amount of  
work that was done.”

The FBI featured in the 
night’s third commenda-
tion as well, where the 
board honored Shaw 
himself  for being the 
first Webster chief  to 
graduate from the FBI 
Academy at Quantico. 
Becker described that as 
“something the entire 
police force should be 

extremely proud of” and 
noted it should be “the 
envy of  any police chief.”

Shaw noted it took a 
long time, and he never 
actually expected it to 
happen. He applied in 
2015 and finally got the 
invitation letter this 
past March to start in 
July; when that came “I 
thought it was a joke.” 
Going to the academy, 
on the other hand, was 
“borderline life chang-
ing,” in part because he 
met people “from all over 
the world.” He noted he 
“learned a lot,” but also 
saw “we do things right 
here” and would love to 
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Free by request to residents of Webster, Dudley and the Oxfords

Courtesy

BAY PATH REGIONAL VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 
TO HOST BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
On Saturday, Dec. 3, the Bay Path Education Foundation will be hosting a Santa Claus 
Pancake Breakfast from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. Families are invited to bring their phones 
or cameras to take pictures with Santa.   Tickets to the event, which are $5, will be 
available at the door.  A raffle will also be held. Children under five are free.  Cash
or checks will be accepted.  Checks should be made payable to Bay Path Education 
Foundation.  The Bay Path Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion created to provide ongoing financial support to the Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School.  Bay Path Student Council members Sophia Balestracci of Oxford 
and Kayla Nguyen of Webster are pictured during Bay Path’s annual Parents’ Night near 
a promotional poster for the event.  

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
WEBSTER – Thanks to 

DNA testing and plenty 
of  determination, Suzy 
Lavallee has recently 
connected with multiple 
siblings who she’d never 
known were related to 
her—some of  whom live 
right around the corner.

Lavallee’s thrilling 
journey of  discovering 
family members near and 
far began last Christmas, 
when her daughter, 
Tammy Vajcovec, gifted 
her a DNA kit. The tests 
established links that 
eventually determined 
she has 15 siblings related 
through their late father, 
George Peterson. 

Five of  Lavallee’s 

newly discovered siblings 
have passed away, but she 
is quickly making up for 
lost time and connecting 
with the others. She met 
with six siblings during 
an October get-together 
at the Papa Gino’s restau-
rant in Auburn. 

“We spent so much 
time talking that we 
hardly took any time to 
eat,” said Lavallee, who 
received pictures from 
her siblings ahead of  the 
gathering. “It has been 
very fun to learn about 
their lives.”

Many of  Lavallee’s 
newfound siblings visit-
ed from locations across 
the country, including 
California and North 
Carolina, but a few sib-

lings required only a 
short drive to Auburn. 
These include her broth-
er, George Peterson, Jr., 
who has lived just down 
the street from Lavallee 
in Webster for several 
years.

“I have gone by his 
house twice a day and 
never knew he was my 
brother,” Lavallee added. 

In yet another twist 
of  irony, a second newly 
discovered sibling, Penny 
Peterson, had spent time 
with Lavallee during 
their childhood, many 
decades before the DNA 
test would confirm their 
sisterhood. 

“She used to hang 
around with me as a kid. 
We never knew we were 

sisters,” Lavallee said.
A third recently intro-

duced sibling, Bonnie 
Smith Prescott, has been 
thrilled to connect with 
Lavallee. 

“She was so excited 
to know she has a sister. 
Her first card to me was a 
birthday card,” Lavallee 
said.

Lavallee and her newly 
introduced siblings are 
planning to meet at least 
once a year for family 
reunions that are several 
decades overdue. Their 
father passed away back 
in 1994, and even though 
he isn’t able to share in 
the reunions, the siblings 
are grateful to finally be 
connected.

School district 
to welcome 

transportation 
bids
BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — The Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School District will be weighing its options 
for new transportation contracts this school year with 
both the special education and daily student bus con-
tracts set to expire.

District Director of  Finance and Operations 
Richard Mathieu discussed the matter with the School 
Committee on Nov. 9, explaining that the district will 
be issuing a request for qualifications for what is 
called their “Daily Big Yellow Bus Contract” to trans-
port students throughout the district. The district’s 
contract with First Student is set to expire, opening 
the door for other companies to produce offers for the 
district. Mathieu expects it to be a competitive bidding 
process.

“We certainly expect that First Student will continue 
to be a participant in that bid,” said Mathieu. “We’ve 
also had outreach from other companies like Dattco 
Transportation from Connecticut and Vanpool has 
recently merged with NRT Transportation and they’ve 
expressed an interest in possibly bidding on the con-
tract as well.” 

Mathieu acknowledged that this is a challenging 
time to go out to bid for transportation services with a 
variety of  factors, including driver shortages, driving 
up costs. However, Mathieu is hoping the competition 
will create opportunities for agreeable pricing to bene-
fit both the district and their potential partners.

At the same time, the districts special education 
transportation contracts are also expiring. Mathieu 
said he spoke with Director of  Pupil Personnel Services 
Robert Bergeron about the potential of  combining the 
special education contract with the Big Yellow Bus 
agreement and going out to bid for all contracts at 
the same time. They decided against this and chose to 
avoid a bidding process for those services. 

“After kicking that around for a while, having our 

Webster woman discovers 
family she never knew

Courtesy

Webster’s Suzy Lavallee (middle) was recently matched to several siblings through DNA testing.

Webster selectmen honor police officers

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – The Dudley 
Board of  Selectmen 
heard several updates on 
Dudley’s water system 
during their Nov. 7 meet-
ing with Water & Sewer 
Superintendent George 
Patrinos providing some 
brief  insight into the 
cleaning of  the town’s 
water tanks, the future of  
the new water treatment 
plant, and a recent water 
main break that took sev-
eral hours to resolve in 
late October.

Throughout much of  
the spring and summer 
Patrinos has been provid-
ing updates on the clean-
ing of  the town’s water 
tanks, which has created 
some temporary stress 

on the town’s water sys-
tem. However, Patrinos 
confirmed that the tanks 
are clean and back up 
and running bringing 
Dudley’s system back to 
full capacity complete 
with cleaner water.

“The water tank proj-
ects have been com-
pleted. Both tanks now 
have been rehabbed, 
cleaned, disinfected, and 
good clean water is now 
(stored). Our PFAS treat-
ment right now in our 
vessels is working and 
maintaining proper state 
standards and keeping it 
way below, so I think the 
people of  Dudley have 
very good, clean water 
in all aspects of  it,” said 
Patrinos.

Speaking of  PFAS, 
Dudley has also been 

working towards a new 
treatment plant to help 
mitigate further PFAS 
concerns which Patrinos 
says is on schedule. In 
fact, the Superintendent 
believes the project is 
ahead of  schedule and 
that there are plans to 
update the system next 
year to bring the differ-
ent stations all under 
one treatment plant. 
Currently, the stations 
run through numer-
ous different plants, but 
Patrinos believes the 
plans to connect all the 
stations to one single 
plant will be more effi-
cient. 

Overall, it was a short 
but optimistic update 
that Patrinos capped off  
saying Dudley is ahead 

Tank cleaning completed 
as Dudley looks ahead 

for water system

Turn To BIDS page A11 Turn To FAMILY page A11

Turn To HONOR page A11

Turn To WATER page A11



2  • STONEBRIDGE PRESS  • www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, November 25, 2022

10% OFF ALL BIKES 
 EXPIRES 11/28/22

WITH THIS COUPON

Just Some of the 
100’s of Deals

LG
WASHERS, DRYERS, STOVES, REFRIGERATORS & MICROWAVES

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EAST FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

SHOP NOW FOR THE LOWEST PRICES IN 3 YEARS!

LG BOTTOM 
FRENCH DOOR

LFX 269735 
Reg. $2499

$1999.99

LG
22CV

FRENCH DOOR
Reg. $1899.99

$1399.99

GE COIL 
SELF CLEANING

ELECTRIC RANGE
Reg. $699.99

$569.99

GE 18 CU FT
TOP MOUNT

REFRIGERATOR.
(WHITE/BLACK)

$649.99

GE PROFILE 5.0
FRONT LOADER 

WASHER OR DRYER
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

LG DISHWASHER
STAINLESS STEEL

LDFU3432T
Reg. $699.99

$499.99

GE 
FRONT LOAD 

WASHER OR DRYER
Reg. $899.99

$749.99

MOB4949SKZ
Reg. $799.99

$599.99

LG FRONT LOAD
5.0 WASHER, 
7.4 DRYER
Reg. $1299.99

$899.99

LG 
24CV

FRENCH DOOR
REG. $2299.99

$1499.99

GE
GFE 28

FRENCH DOOR
Reg. $2699.99

$1999.99

WHIRLPOOL
WAF560

FRENCH DOOR
Reg. $1999.99

$1499.99

TV’s on SALE
32 SAMSUNG 
REG. $299.99. ............ $179.99
40” SAMSUNG ........... $229.99
43” SAMSUNG ............ $279.99
50” SAMSUNG ........... $329.99
55” SAMSUNG ............ $349.99
65” SAMSUNG ............ $449.99
75” SAMSUNG ............ $649.99
85” SAMSUNG ............$999.99

ALL SAMSUNG & 
LG OLEDS ON SALE

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 
FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

INSTANT FINANCING 
UP TO $10,000!

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun:10am-7:00pm

20% OFF ALL TOYS 
 EXPIRES 11/28/22

NO WHEEL GOODS OR LEGOS 
WITH THIS COUPON

35 PINT DEHUMIDIFIER
REG. $199.99

$139.99 WITH THIS COUPON
EXPIRES 11/28/22

10% off 
All Weber Grills

With this Coupon 
Expires 11/28/22

MAYTAG 
DISHWASHER

STAINLESS STEEL

Open
 Black Friday 

8am-10pm

EA. EA. EA.

243 W.Main St, Northboro, MA•www.craftworkscoop.com
(508) 393-9435•Mon-Fri 12-6; Sat & Sun 12-4

Holiday shopping
made easy!

We offer many ways for you 
to find perfect gifts for family, 

friends, or Secret Santa—
visit our shop in person, give 

us a call or browse our 
online offerings.

Artisan Gift Cooperative and Full-Service Yarn Shop

visit our shop in person, give 
us a call or browse our 

visit our shop in person, give 
us a call or browse our 

visit our shop in person, give 

online offerings.

visit our shop in person, give 
us a call or browse our 
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us a call or browse our 

visit our shop in person, give 

online offerings.

We offer many ways for you 
to find perfect gifts for family, 
We offer many ways for you 

to find perfect gifts for family, 
We offer many ways for you 

friends, or Secret Santa
to find perfect gifts for family, 

friends, or Secret Santa
to find perfect gifts for family, 

friends, or Secret Santa
visit our shop in person, give 

us a call or browse our 
visit our shop in person, give 

us a call or browse our 
visit our shop in person, give 

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 16
Call June at 508-909-4062, email jsima@stonebridgepress.news OR Mikaela at 508-909-4126, 

mikaela@stonebridgepree.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp. 1/31/23

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Come on in for a delicious meal! 
Don’t forget… TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
Delicious early American Fare, 
Now through April, including 
New Years Eve! View details 
and reserve on our website.

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Order online at 
salemcrossinn.com

DUDLEY – Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School played host to the 30th 
Annual Festival of  Crafts, and year-
ly tradition to help support the high 
school’s music programs and students. 
Organized and operated by both parents 
and students, the event included more 
than 150 vendors and added food trucks 
to the 2022 lineup. Hundreds of  guests 
visited the event in 2022 hoping to find a 
new addition to their home décor or an 
early holiday gift during one of  the most 
beloved unofficial kick-off  events of  the 
holiday season in Southern Worcester 
County.

Jason Bleau

Shepherd Hill Choir singers perform holiday classics to entertain 
guests to the annual Festival of Crafts.

Wicked Good Treats by Elaine offered a wide variety of confections to 
fit the holiday season.

The John Paire Student Support Fund set up a 
booth to help spread awareness for their mis-
sion to provide all Dudley-Charlton students 
with access to an enriched, well-rounded 
educational experience regardless of their 
socioeconomic status.

Volunteers for the Festival of Crafts greet guests as they walk in the 
door. Literally hundreds of guests showed up throughout the day for 
the annual event.

Shepherd Hill Music parents and supporters helped run the food sales 
tables to support the school’s music programs.

Every crafter at the festival provided a good 
to be raffled off throughout the day as guests 
placed their tickets hoping to take home a 
delightful home-made item.

Bri’s Sweet Treats was one of many food-
based vendors during the 2022 Festival of 
Crafts.

Shepherd Hill hosts 30th Festival of Crafts

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — Selectmen 
approved Town Administrator 
Richard Lafond’s lengthy list 
of  goals for the next year, with 
Lafond noting “some of  these 
will be in perpetuity.”

“This is the job until you 
retire, and it may take you that 
long to complete all these,” 
Chair Randy Becker said, only 
half  joking. He later added it 
might take “a year after you 
retire.”

The ideas were based on 
requests from all five select-
men, compiled and organized 
by Lafond, Lisa Kontois and 
Tom Klebart. Lafond said he 
was glad to see they had similar 
ideas and “nobody went rogue 
here.” he noted they “tried to 
classify different tiems into 
broad categories.”

First of  those was infra-
structure, which was domi-
nated by two major projects: 
PFAS treatment and the high 
school, which Lafond said were 
“tied for the number one issue 

into the future.” Bartlett, he 
noted, will be “a very long and 
time-consuming process.

Regarding PFAS, during 
their legislative update, State 
Rep. Joe McKenna noted the 
state is providing $100,000 
toward Webster’s treatment 
plant design. Sen. Ryan 
Fattman said the legislature is 
looking at consolidating doz-
ens of  similar bills regarding 
various PFAS issues, includ-
ing water and fire fighter expo-
sure, but hasn’t yet drafted the 
new bill.

That prompted a Becker 
question regarding private 
wells, noting one area of  
town had 10 percent of  wells 
with PFAS-6 contamination. 
McKenna said he thinks the 
DEP will test them for free, but 
there’s a catch. 

“If  you test a small system 
and find you need to incur a 
massive expense to repair as 
either a homeowner or a small 
neighborhood association, and 
then you get an order from 
Mass DEP that your water is 

unsanitary or whatever, that 
could ultimately cause more 
problems than it might solve,” 
he said.

Fattman said he expects 
some of  these issues to get 
funding from the state’s budget 
surplus ($5.6 billion last year 
and $300 million so far this 
year) and its $2.8 billion in sec-
ond-round ARPA money. 

“I think the [ARPA] system 
worked last time, so they’ll pur-
sue it exactly the same way,” he 
added, referring to how the last 
round of  funds was dispersed 
to communities.

Lafond’s second category was 
business development, where 
he pledged to continue work-
ing on a business improvement 
district (something Kontois 
proposed a few years ago, 
but got sidelined by Covid), 
improving the tornado-hit 
part of  Main Street, reviewing 
the master plan, and melding 
business and residential needs. 
Lafond said the latter is in “the 
infant stages” of  work with the 
economic development com-

mission and Nichols College. 
Related goals will be to work 
on nuisance properties around 
town and figuring out an ongo-
ing local road upgrade system 
to augment Chapter 90 funds.

Regarding one specific road 
– the Brandon/Hill bridge, 
Fattman said he thinks the 
state will completely demolish 
and replace it, but it’s large-
ly under Dudley’s control and 
will probably be closed another 
year or two. 

“They’re ready to jump, but 
it’s the state, no surprise, who’s 
dragging their feet,” he said.

Beyond that, Lafond outlined 
ideas to work on the “cus-
tomer experience” of  dealing 
with Town Hall. The particu-
larly focused on two things – 
online permitting and Web site 
upgrades.

“The second one is more of  
a challenge” because the town 
lacks a communications direc-
tor and the site now has “lots 
of  broken links and old infor-
mation,” he noted. He asked 
the public to help point needs 

out, since “trying to keep 
a handle on everything on 
our website is really almost 
impossible.”

Klebart agreed, saying it is 
“clunky. Sometimes you have 
to ask multiple people to find 
something.” Lafond noted 
that’s partly because the way 
town staff  might file and use 
things might not be how resi-
dents would do so.

Another type of  communi-
cation was one of  Kontois’s 
key issues – reaching out and 
involving the Spanish and 
other parts of  the communi-
ty. She noted it needs to be 
“a broader net” than just “one 
specific language  community.”

Most of  Lafond’s other goals 
will largely affect Town oper-
ations themselves. Among 
them are continuing to find 
a new conservation agent (he 
said he’s had two rounds of  
search without success so far), 
“establish[ing] a comprehen-
sive human resources system,” 
filling the cable committee, 
and continuing the transition 
to a full-time fire department. 
Additionally, he was given sev-
eral goals related to protecting 
Webster Lake.

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 
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PAW 
of the WEEK 

Lilly *Good with Kids & Dogs*
**THIS PUPS ADOPTION FEE HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY DONATESTOCK!**
Meet Lilly! She’s a 2-year-old, 50lb, female retriever mix pup! Lilly is a wonderful 

dog who loves to take walks and lay out in the sun. She is playful and affectionate 
and loves being with people!

Lilly is a smart dog, so someone who has some dog knowledge would be best as 
she would benefit from a confident & capable owner. She likes other dogs, especially 
her boyfriend Artie.  She is not a fan of energetic kids or dogs being in her face and 
she doesn’t like cats.

If you’re looking for a fun & playful adult dog to add to your home and you don’t 
have little kids, hyper dogs or cats then this cutie could be your Pawfect Fit!

www.PawfectLifeRescue.org 

Uxbridge, MA (Showings by appointment)

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

w w w . a lsoil. c om

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Christmas Auction
December 1, 2022

Preview 5pm - Starts 
at 6pm-10pm

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Don’t Pay Store Prices

All your Christmas needs 
Under One Roof

Toys, Clothing, Gloves, Hats, Socks

Located at 
the American Legion

66 Prospect Street
 Moosup, CT

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, Nov. 
19, members of  Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge in Southbridge traveled to The 
Rose of  Sharon Lodge located at the 
Overlook Masonic Home in Charlton. 
These members traveled to Rose of  
Sharon to retrieve the traveling regalia 
called the Traveling Tyler’s Sword. This 
sword has been traveling throughout 
the 24th Masonic Districts Lodges. This 
sword is in a traveling case with a stand, 
in which there is a Masonic knocker 
and sight peep hole.  This Traveling 
Tyler Sword was created and dedicat-
ed back in 2019 in memory of  Brother 
Armand Richards who was Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge’s Tyler for 15 years.

Bro. Armand Richard proudly stood 
guard at the west gate of  Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge and exemplified to his 
fellow brethren on how Master Masons 
should act and support his fellow-
man. He there stood a just and upright 
Mason, and always lived by the Plumb, 
Level and Square. A Tyler is a Master 

Mason who guards and protects his 
fellow brethren while a meeting is in 
session with his mighty sword in hand 
or by his side guarding the west gate of  
our lodge meeting room entrance. 

This Traveling Tyler’s Sword is like 
the Traveling Gavel that many Masonic 
Lodges already have in place. Other 
lodges in our district or state may 
come to collect this Traveling Sword 
or Gavel by attending one of  our offi-
cial monthly meetings. To collect these 
items and return it to their lodge there 
must be a minimum of  three people 
attending which must include the sit-
ting Worshipful Master, the installed 
Tyler and any other lodge member who 
is in good standing. In return the lodge 
that it was taken from must go to one 
of  their meetings to retrieve it. This is 
how fellow Master Masons meet new 
brethren. 

If  you would like additional infor-
mation about Freemasonry, go to www.
massfreemasonry.org  and read about 
this great fraternity and to find a lodge 
nearest you.

Courtesy

Left to right: Bro. Clay Tull, R.W. Christopher St. Cyr, Newly Installed Worshipful Master 
Jeremy Foss of Rose of Sharon Lodge in Charlton, center is The Traveling Tyler’s Sword, Bro. 
Terrance Mount and Bro. Bob St. Cyr. Secretary. The Traveling Tyler Sword is heading home 
until the next Masonic Lodge decides to come to one of our monthly official meeting to 
retrieve it.

The traveling Tyler Sword is coming home

Selectmen explore Lafond’s goals, legislative issues

Rogerson named Aide-De-Camp 
by National VFW

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – Dudley took some time to celebrate veterans over Veterans Day weekend, but before all the 
ceremonies the town learned some news about one man who has stepped up to help veterans throughout 
the town for the last several years.

During the Board of  Selectmen’s Nov. 7 meeting, the board hosted an update from Veterans’ Services 
Officer Stephen Rogerson, who, along with sharing details about the numerous veterans’ programs and 
the town’s annual parade, revealed that he has been named the aide-de-camp by the national Veterans of  
Foreign Wars for a second year in a row,

“It’s a great honor. I’m very happy to be aide-de-camp for the Commonwealth,” Rogerson told select-
men. “It’s a nice position. I’m very proud to have attained that. I think it’s good for Dudley and it’s good 
for Webster – Nobody in our community ever had it. I was actually the first one.” 

The aide-de-camp is traditionally an officer that works as a secretary or advisor to a brigadier general 
or other higher officer. In the military it’s a position of  great importance involving confidential infor-
mation by senior officers. The VFW appointed aide-de-camps for each state which serve as assistants to 
the National Commander in Kansas City. Stephenson will represent not only Worcester County, but the 
entire state of  Massachusetts in this capacity.

Rogerson appeared humbled by the honor with selectmen thanking him for his service and commit-
ment to local veterans during the meeting. Rogerson was first appointed as Veterans’ Service Officer 
or Veterans Agent in 2016 after the retirement of  Richard Holewa. and was reappointed in April of  this 
year. He served in the U.S. Army and has been active in numerous veteran organizations and events 

during his tenure with the town.

DUDLEY
POLICE LOG

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police 
Department reported only one arrest 
during the week of  Nov. 11-18.

Frederick William Reeks III, age 30, 
of  Webster was arrested on Nov. 12 for 
Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, 
Speeding at a Rate of  Speed Greater 
Than was Reasonable and Proper, a 
Marked Lanes Violation, and Use of  a 
Motor Vehicle Without Authority.

www.StonebridgePress.com



WEBSTER — Webster Middle School 
has released its honor roll for the first 
quarter of  the 2022-2023 school year.

Grade 5 
High Honors: Landon Albright, 

Rhyder Belanger, Hayden Clements, 
Harmonee Collazo, Ramon Garcia, 
Logan Kasprzak, Xander Nieves, Avan 
Papierski, Aiden Podles, Annabelle 
Reed, Jael Rivera, Taylin Whiting

Honors: Jamal Abshir, Lailla 
Arifi, Tyler Bernier, Sadie Bjork, 
Tatiana Brooks, Ronan Clyne, Jacob 
Cole, Abraham Colindres, Jaidyn 
Corso, Sage Crompton, Marky 
Despin, Hunter Duefield, Brayden 
Farraher, Jace Gubaie, Rhiannon 
Hast, Benjamin Horan, Britney Jubin, 
Anthony Krzywosz, Jetsun Lama, 
Andreas Langlois, Elizabeth Losada 
Arevalo, Kyle Ludwig, Shane Martin, 
Aliyah Martinez, Dominic Matos, 

Nayla Melendez, 
Kylie Mitchell, 
Ashden Morley, 
Amanda Moseley, 
Dominic Navarro, 
Mackenzie Nowak, 
Jeremy Nunoo, 
Connor Opatka, 
Jodalys Ortiz 
Berrios, Sebastian 
Reyes, Kane 
Robbins-Martin, 
M a r i a ’ I s a b e l 
R o d r i g u e z , 
Yesenia Rodriguez, 
Tristan Rouillard, 
Angelica Sanchez, 
Jazzlyn Santiago, 
Yamilierys Vega, 
Cecelia White

Grade 6 
High Honors: 

Andrea Barnett, 
Hunter Claypool, 
Abigail Foley, 
Olivia Forrester, 
Elise Kokoszka, 
Chase Maldonado, 
Jordyn Marin 
Caceres, Patricia 
Paglalunan, Callen 
Reardon, Jordan 
Reeves, Amira 
Seddiki, Daniel 
Shirley, Brayden 
Wilcox

H o n o r s : 
S e b a s t i a n 
Abusamra, Hunter 
Adams, Jayliana 
Alicea, Chloe 
Appelt, Logan 
A r c h a m b a u l t , 

Stephanie Avila Barrios, Elian Azu, 
Naliya Bonilla Jones, Camryn Boyd, 
Adam Brioso, Kaedynce Brown, 
Brendon Bui, Gavin Caron, Jahomy 
Cedeno Nunez, Elijah Centeio, Jayden 
Czesnowski, Aayla Dennison, Natalia 
Espino, Narayah Fennell, Caleb Fowler, 
Jameson Gerber, Mason Grzyb, Eva 
Jean, Sean Labbe, Kaylee Lagasse, 
Jordan Lavallee, Leandie Leandre, 
Mya Leatham, Valerie Lopez, Brianna 
Macario, Kaitlyn Mckinstry, Jeiry 
Morillo Pena, William Moseley, Cora 
Motrucinski, Weston Mulready, Kenzie 
Nicoll, Giahna Ortiz, Jason Pierce, 
Makayla Place, Jude Quao, Omaleyka 
Ramos Rivera, Eli Rivera Jimenez, 
Kason Safford, Zev Soule, Katrina St. 
John, Anthony Thomas, Noah Vaughan, 
Juliana Velez, Isabela Viana, Ryann 
West, Abigail White, Xavier Wilson

7th Grade 
High Honors: Chase Anthony, Brian 

Bui, Julia Bukowski, Derek Campos, 
Noah Cole, Holly Dailey, Dejanay Darby, 
Elaina DeFazio, Emanuel Feliciano 
Rodriguez, Lily Gatsogiannis, Kyrah 
Gingo, Brianna Laforest, Isabella 
Leatham Wright, Amelia Magorian, 
Jordan Miller, Marieliz Morel, Raider 
Newton, Giavanna Orsi, Julian 
Papierski, Jesse Perron, Ava Reed, 
Randall Richard, Aiden Rubito, Liliana 
Rubito, Angela Sarfo, Bella Shepard, 
Don Ta, Lauren Young

Honors: Maria Clara De Castro Anjos 
Cabidelli, Jaesean Atkins, Alexander 
Baker, Gia Baldyga, Landyn Balser, 
Zuaylianice Benito Torres, Addam 
Bergeron, Kyle Boma, Alexis Chamale 
Campos, Mason Costa, Madisyn Derie, 
Natalia DosSantos, Lorraine Gardner, 
Emma Grochowski, August Henning, 
Gianni Ilarraza, Aaron Johnson, Brooke 
Kasprzak, Ryan Lima, Jacob Macomber, 
Madison McKinstry, Jariel Morales-
Diaz, Omar Pabon Rivera, Kaylee 
Podles, Isabelle Porto Pereira, Luis 
Sanchez Falcon, Nathan Stuczynski, 
Julia Urato, Johan Vanlamoen Lopez, 
Tyler Warren, Jaden West, Skylynn 
Willard

8th Grade 
High Honors: Brett Beltzer, Trinity 

Crompton, Camden DeCarolis, Brianna 
Dwomoah, Aiden Falke, Hailey Ferrara, 
Brooke Fuller, Benjamin Labbe, Perry 
Lima, Jillian Moran, Michael Stawiecki, 
Brady Weeks, Tyler Whiting, Jazzelle 
Wolverson

Honors: Zainab Abshir, Jayden Zelig 
Nene-Akute Azu, James Belanger, 
Alexandria Blanchard, Callie Castro, 
Isaiah Centeio, Aidan Clyne, Daysha 
Colllins, Avery Colon, Ava Erkoc, Elias 
Erraihani, Samantha Fleck, Cheyanne 
Grundel, Cameron Hast, Libby 
Kokoszka, Abena Kwarteng, Sangey 
Lama, Isaiah Lipman, Anthony Lopez, 
Emily Malia, Anjeliz Mercado, Megan 
Milligan, Morgan Minor, Samantha 
Morley, Teagan Napolitano, Mayli 
Pedersen, Nickolas Piwowarczyk, 
Irelyn Pottle, Devin Robinson, Trevor 
Rose, Isabella Sepulveda, Brady Smith, 
Koby Sykes, Cassidy White, Jackson 
Young, Payton Ziemski
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ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DUDLEY TOWN HALL (508) 949-8000
Board of  Selectmen (949-8001)
Monday-Thursday............. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Fridays...........................................8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Evening appointments if  needed. 
Note: Office hours are for selectmen’s secretary 

and town administrator. S
electmen do not hold office hours.

Town Clerk (949-8004)
Monday-Thursday..................8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday nights ...............................5  to 7 p.m.
Fridays........................................9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

DUDLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DUDLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

OXFORD TOWN HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................ 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday .................................. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

OXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TOWN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday.............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday.....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Open Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m.
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.

gov
Like the Webster Senior Center 

Facebook page to view our photographs, 
news and announcements. Please stop 
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for 
a complete list of  activities, upcoming 
events and our monthly lunch menu.

The Webster Senior Center will be 
closed Thursday, November 24th and 
Friday, November 25th in observance of  
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Tri-Valley Lunches are served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least 48-hours in advance 
to reserve or cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation is appreciated. All meals 
include milk, bread and fruit or dessert. 
This week’s menu: Tues. 11/29Meatloaf  
w/gravy, garlic mashed potatoes, jar-
dinière vegies. Wed. 11/30 Hot Dog, 
baked beans, coleslaw. Thurs. 12/1 
Macaroni & Cheese, stewed tomatoes, 
green beans. Friday, 12/2 Fish w/parme-
san sauce, wild rice, roasted broccoli.

Join us for a soup social on Monday, 
December 5th at 11:30 am at the 
Webster Senior Center. Sponsored by 
Christopher Heights. Please sign up at 

the Senior Center front desk.
Free Blood Pressure screening will 

be held on Friday, December 9th at 10:30 
am at the Senior Center. Sponsored by 
Summit Health.  

Are you interested in playing chess? 
We now have a chess club meeting on 
Wednesdays at 12:00 pm. All skill levels 
are welcomed!

Come kick up your heels at a FREE 
line dancing class led by Instructor 
Forty Arroyo! Class will be held on 
Friday, December 16th from 1:00 – 2:30 
pm.  All ages are welcome!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Tax Aide, 
a partnership between the IRS and 
the AARP Foundation, need volunteer 
counselors to help low- and moderate-in-
come persons in your community pre-
pare their Federal and Massachusetts 
income taxes. Volunteers work 4-6 
hours per week during tax preparation 
season. Training for volunteer prepar-
ers starts in November, with most of  
the training online. Internet access and 
basic computer skills are necessary. For 
an application visit www.aarp.org/vol-
unteer/programs/taxaide

The Bomba Beauty Salon at the 
Webster Senior Center is closed on 
Mondays. Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays 10:00 am – 3:00 pm BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY.  Walk-ins Are 
Welcome on Wednesdays 10:00 am – 3:00 

pm. Please call (508) 341-8724 to schedule 
your appointment! 

Mondays and Wednesdays:  Exercise 
Classes with Forty Arroyo – Chair 
Dancing – the perfect workout for any 
fitness ability!  9:30-10:30 am. Cost: $3.00 
per class. 

Mondays: Knitting/Crochet Social 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Bingo:  Every Tuesday, starts prompt-
ly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive by 
12:30 pm to allow time to buy your bingo 
sheets. Better yet, sign up for lunch, 
come early and spend the day!

Do you like to play cribbage? Our 
weekly cribbage group now meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm – feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested per-
sons to the Webster Senior Center – 
come join us for 6-card or 13-card pitch! 
Six card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday 
at 1:00 pm – beginners welcome!

Open Enrollment ends December 7th.  
A SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance 
Needs of  Everyone) counselor is avail-
able at the Senior Center to assist you. 
By appointment only. Please call (508) 
949-3845 to schedule an appointment.

Trip 1: An American Bandstand New 
Year’s Eve Day, Saturday, December 31st. 
Features the Tom LaMark Orchestra. 

Trip price of  $110.00 includes lun-
cheon, meal tax, meal gratuity, enter-
tainment, party favors and champagne 
toast. Trip 2: Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
with Emmet Cahill, star of  PBS Celtic 
Thunder. Trip price of  $119.00 includes 
transportation, luncheon, meal tax, 
meal gratuity and show ticket. Our trips 
are quickly selling out so don’t wait to 
reserve your seat! Trip prices do not 
include bus driver gratuity. Please call 
the Senior Center at (508) 949-3845 for 
more information.

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office House Numbering Program will 
create a custom wooden sign with your 
house number free of  charge. One sign 
per senior household. Please contact 
the Webster Senior Center if  you are 
interested in having a house number 
sign made for you. (508) 949-3845.

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for 
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do 
a home visit to ensure that you have the 
correct smoke and CO2 alarms and that 
they are working properly, at no cost to 
you! All you have to do is give them a 
call at (508) 949-3875. 

Please call the Senior Center at (508) 
949-3845 or stop in to pick up our month-
ly newsletter for a complete list of  addi-
tional activities and upcoming events.

WEBSTER SENIOR CENTER

WEBSTER MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL

St. Roch 
to host 

Christmas
Bazaar

OXFORD — A Christmas Bazaar will 
be held at the St. Roch Church Hall, 334 
Main St., Oxofrd, Dec. 3 from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m., featuring themed baskets, a raffle, 
hand crafted items, timeless Christmas 
treasures, a bake sale, and delicious 
lunch.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, Tues, 

Thurs: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wed: 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Fri: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
Want to receive 

updates about our upcoming 
events? Sign up for email alerts 
by visiting our website, or by 
reaching out to our Library 
Director, Sondra Murphy, at 
smurphy@cwmars.org.

Adult Programming
FRIENDS FEATURED 

AUTHOR BOOK SALE – 
Ongoing

Featuring women of  
suspense and mystery: Mary 
Higgins Clark, Mary Janice 
Davidson, Anne Perry, and 
Elizabeth Peters, a grocery bag 
full of  books just $3.00 right 
now!

YOGA WITH JULIE – 
Saturdays in October and 
November, except 10/15 and 
11/5 at 10:00AM 

Join Julie at the Gladys 
E. Kelly Library for a vinya-
sa yoga class for all levels. In 
Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga trans-
lates to the “uniting of  move-
ment with breath”. A typical 
class involves a centering of  
the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement of  
the body to release energetic 
blockages and, finally, a rest 
and relaxation. Classes are 

free. Sponsored by the Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly Public 
Library.

HOLIDAY WRAPPING 
PROGRAM – November 29th 
5:00-8:00PM

Come and learn how to wrap 
your presents in style! Learn 
how to use ribbons, bows, and 
other adornments to spruce up 
your holiday presents! For all 
ages!

FALL CONCERT SERIES: 
DAN GABLE AND THE MOON 
MAIDS – December 8th 6:30-
8:00PM

The music of  the 1940s 
defined the entire era, and the 
sounds of  the Big Bands and 
close harmony vocal groups 
dominated the air waves, dance 
halls, and record grooves. 
Now, that legendary sound is 
alive again with: THE MOON 
MAIDS, authentic 4-piece vocal 
group.

DUSTIN PARI – GHOSTS OF 
CHRISTMAS PAST – December 
15th 6:30-8:00PM

In this frightful, festive, and 
fun presentation Dustin Pari 
takes the cobwebs off  of  a 
classic tradition, the Victorian 
Christmas Ghost Story. Not 
only does he explain the history 
of  this often-forgotten practice, 
but he shares a few timeless 
tales and even some real-life 
stories of  holiday visits from 
the Ghosts of  Christmas Past

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
– December 19th at 6:30PM

The Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library Adult Book 
Discussion Group will be meet-
ing in person this month! The 
group meets at 6:30 pm and the 
meeting will take place in the 
Library’s Community Room.
New members are always 
welcome! Next month’s book 
discussion will be on Monday, 
November 21st. The group 
will be discussing Pride and 
Prejudice by Jane Austen. Stop 
by the library, or reach out by 
phone to 508-949-3880, or by 
email to ehale@cwmars.org for 
inquiries.

RICHARD DONOHUE- 
TOWN OF IRON TOYS January 
19th at 6:30PM

Join Richard Franklin 
Donohue, Historian for the 
Town of  Cromwell, as he 
demonstrates his collection of  
mechanical banks and explains 
their history and the amusing 
tales that inspired their design. 
Witness Boss Tweed take kick-
backs, one coin at a time. See 
William Tell shoot an apple 
from the top of  his son’s head 
with a penny! Watch a gentle-
manly game of  1880s Baseball 
from the third base line and 
help to feed a menagerie of  ani-
mals, from frogs to bulldogs.

JEAN WALKER- WINTER 
SCENE PAINT NIGHT

Jean Walker will be 
providing the art supplies 

to do a wintery paint night! 
Registration will be required 
please email rcox@cwmars.org 
or call the library to register! 
Limited space!

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

MAKER MONDAYS – 
Mondays from 3:30-4:30PM

Feeling artistic? We will have 
a variety of  craft materials 
available to put your creativity 
to the test! Every month we will 
rotate our craft material, stop 
in to see what we’re making 
this month! 

MINI STEM-CHALLENGE – 
Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30PM

Join us every Tuesday 
for a self-guided STEM-based 
building challenge, appropri-
ate for all ages. Younger kids 
should bring a parent .
Instruction sheets will be pro-
vided. Contact Andrew at 508-
949-3880, or atai@cwmars.org 
for more details.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES 
(REGISTRATION REQUIRED) 
– Wednesday Nov. 4th, 18th, 
Dec. 2nd, 9th, and 16th 10-11AM

Come sing, dance, 
and make music with Lainey 
Hanlon! Geared for children 
ages 2-5 and their caregivers, 
but all ages welcome! Go to our 
website to register!

WICKED FUN GAMES 
MOBILE ESCAPE ROOM 
FOR TEEN/TWEENS 
(REGISTRATION REQUIRED) 
– December 1st 4-6pm

Join Wicked Fun Games in 

a space themed escape room! 
There is limited space to 10 
people register by emailing 
rcox@cwmars.org or calling 
the library!

E C O T R A I U M 
U N D E R S T A N D I N G 
WEATHER – December 2nd 
3:30-5PM

Through fun and replicable 
demos and models, discover 
how temperature and pressure 
combine to create everything 
from wind and rain to hurri-
canes and tornadoes.

STEM BEGINNINGS PRE-K 
CLASS – Wednesdays in 
December, starting December 
7th – 10AM

With each class, the chil-
dren will learn STEM concepts 
through hands-on activities, 
engaging stories, music and 
movement, challenges, and 
even simple experiments ideal 
for little hands. Each day will 
be a fun, learning experience 
for your little ones!

STEM THURSDAYS – 
POLYGON STRUCTURE 
BUILDING – December 8th 
3:30-4:30PM

Show us how tall you 
can build a 3-D polygon struc-
ture using marshmallows and 
toothpicks!

STEM THURSDAY- 
POLYGON STRUCTURE 
BUILDING – December 8th 3:30 
PM

Show us how tall you 
can build a 3-D polygon struc-
ture using marshmallows and 
toothpicks!
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40 Schofield Ave., Dudley
508-949-8021
Join us for one of  our pro-

grams at the Pearle!
To register go to www.craw-

fordlibrary.org or call 508-949-
8021

PRE-K POWER STORYTIME
Tuesdays @ 11:00AM
Join Miss Lida for Pre-School 

Story Time!  We will be explor-
ing a new letter each week 
starting with A and ending in 
the spring with Z.

TODDLER TIME
Wednesdays @ 11:00AM
Come join us for Toddler 

Time!  We will have a different 
theme each week with stories 
and songs! This program is 
geared for ages 18 months to 3.

LEARN TO PLAY 
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS

Thursdays @ 6:00PM
«Are you looking to play 

a game that contains action, 
adventure, and drama? We 
have an experienced Dungeon 
Master ready to run a new game 
of  Dungeons and Dragons, the 
world›s number one role play-
ing game. We are missing just 
one thing ... YOU! This is for 
those that are looking to learn 
more about playing and do 
some short adventures!

Open to ages 10+, children 12 
and under must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Registration 
required for this free program.

KNIT & CROCHET GROUP
Thursday 5:30PM – 7:30PM 

and Friday 10:00AM-12:00PM
All stitchers are welcome for 

this informal group

LEGO CLUB
Mondays @4:00PM
Come join us each week for a 

different Lego challenge, from 
writing your name in Legos to 
making a Lego zipline.  Ages 5+

POKEMON CARD TRADING
Tuesdays @ 4:00PM
Children are invited to bring 

their Pokemon cards for infor-
mal card trading and discus-
sion.

MARK CHESTER ART 
EXHIBIT

November 1-November 30
Photographer Mark Chester 

will hold an exhibit of  his 
works during the month of  
November.

Open to the public during 
regular library hours.

Sponsored by the Dudley 
Cultural Council.

ADULT BOOK GROUP
Thursday, November 17 

6:00PM-7:45PM
The adult book group meets 

monthly for an informal dis-
cussion of  the month’s titles.

The November title is The 
Art Forger by B A Shapiro.

Titles are available at the cir-
culation desk a month prior to 
the meeting.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES 
FOR LITTLES

Friday, November 18 
11:30AM-noon

Children, ages 6 months up 
to 24 months, with a parent/
caregiver, will sing, move, play 
musical instruments, learn 
rhythm and listen to stories in 
this FREE series facilitated by 
music teacher Laine Hanlon! 
“Wiggles & Giggles” fosters 
physical, cognitive, social and 
emotional learning through 
music and motion. Siblings are 
welcome and must be super-
vised.

You must register each week 
at crawfordlibrary.org

This series is sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP) and hosted by the 
Dudley Public Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) grant 
funded by the Department 
of  Early Education & Care 
and awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

YOUNG SCIENTISTS
Monday, November 21 

10:00AM-11:00AM
It’s never too early to spark 

our little children’s inter-
est in the fields of  Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math. It is during the early 
years that children start to 
wonder, ask, think, explore and 
discover things around them. 
With each class, the children 
will learn STEM concepts 
through hands-on activities, 
engaging stories, music and 
movement, challenges, and 
even simple experiments ideal 
for little hands. Each day will 
be a fun, learning experience 
for your little ones! STEM is 
Fun!  This program is for chil-
dren ages 3-5.

Limit of  12 children, regis-
tration is required each week!
Children 12 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the YMCA 
Family & Community 
Partnership which is funded by 
the Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) Grant 
and awarded to the YMCA 
of  Central Massachusetts 
by the Department of  Early 
Education and Care.

YOUNG SCIENTISTS
Monday, November 28 

10:00AM-11:00AM
It’s never too early to spark 

our little children’s inter-
est in the fields of  Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math. It is during the early 
years that children start to 
wonder, ask, think, explore and 
discover things around them. 
With each class, the children 
will learn STEM concepts 
through hands-on activities, 
engaging stories, music and 
movement, challenges, and 
even simple experiments ideal 
for little hands. Each day will 
be a fun, learning experience 
for your little ones! STEM is 
Fun!  This program is for chil-
dren ages 3-5.

Limit of  12 children, regis-
tration is required each week!
Children 12 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the YMCA 
Family & Community 
Partnership which is funded by 
the Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) Grant 
and awarded to the YMCA 
of  Central Massachusetts 
by the Department of  Early 
Education and Care.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES 
FOR LITTLES

Friday, December 2 
11:30AM-noon

Children, ages 6 months up 
to 24 months, with a parent/
caregiver, will sing, move, play 
musical instruments, learn 
rhythm and listen to stories in 
this FREE series facilitated by 
music teacher Laine Hanlon! 
“Wiggles & Giggles” fosters 
physical, cognitive, social and 
emotional learning through 
music and motion. Siblings are 
welcome and must be super-
vised.

You must register each week 
at crawfordlibrary.org

This series is sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP) and hosted by the 
Dudley Public Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) grant 
funded by the Department 
of  Early Education & Care 
and awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

YOUTH ADVISORY 
COUNCIL

Monday, December 5 
5:00PM-6:00PM

All tweens and teens in 
grades 6-12 are invited to join.

Why join? You will gain valu-
able leadership skills. You can 
meet new people. You can earn 
volunteer hours (please bring 
your form).

Pizza and drinks will be 
served!

All children 12 and under 
must be accompanied by an 
adult.

PEARLE JAM: HOLIDAY 
SONGS WITH DAVID 
POLANSKY

Thursday, December 8 
6:00PM-7:00PM

The annual Pearle Jam 
concert series wraps up with 
returning favorite David 
Polansky, who will lead a fam-
ily holiday singalong with 
favorites old and new.

Free; open to all ages.
Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford 
Endowment.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES 
FOR LITTLES

Friday, December 2 
11:30AM-noon

Children, ages 6 months up 
to 24 months, with a parent/
caregiver, will sing, move, play 
musical instruments, learn 
rhythm and listen to stories in 
this FREE series facilitated by 
music teacher Laine Hanlon! 
“Wiggles & Giggles” fosters 
physical, cognitive, social and 
emotional learning through 
music and motion. Siblings are 

welcome and must be super-
vised.

You must register each week 
at crawfordlibrary.org

This series is sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP) and hosted by the 
Dudley Public Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) grant 
funded by the Department 
of  Early Education & Care 
and awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

SLIME MAKING
Friday, December 9 

3:30PM-4:30PM
Make your own Slime!!!  All 

materials provided!
Children under 12 must be 

accompanied by an adult.
Sponsored by the Hugh 

W and Harriet K Cawford 
Endowment

MAKE A HOLIDAY 
CENTERPIECE WITH BEMIS 
FARMS

Friday, December 10 
1:30PM-2:30PM

Bemis Farms will offer their 
popular centerpiece making 
workshop.

All supplies will be provided.
Space is limited, so registra-

tion is required for this free 
program!

Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford 
Endowment.

YOUNG SCIENTISTS
Monday, December 12 

10:00AM-11:00AM
It’s never too early to spark 

our little children’s inter-
est in the fields of  Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math. It is during the early 
years that children start to 
wonder, ask, think, explore and 
discover things around them. 
With each class, the children 
will learn STEM concepts 
through hands-on activities, 
engaging stories, music and 
movement, challenges, and 
even simple experiments ideal 
for little hands. Each day will 
be a fun, learning experience 
for your little ones! STEM is 
Fun!  This program is for chil-
dren ages 3-5.

Limit of  12 children, regis-
tration is required each week!
Children 12 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the YMCA 
Family & Community 
Partnership which is funded by 
the Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) Grant 
and awarded to the YMCA 
of  Central Massachusetts 
by the Department of  Early 
Education and Care.

DEB’S SING AND SWING
Thursday, December 15 

10:30AM-11:15AM
This is an interactive pro-

gram featuring singing, guitar 
music, dancing, rhythm instru-
ments, stories and variety of  
fun props, including a para-
chute, beanbags, scarves, and 
pom poms. These programs are 
theme-based, and cover every-
thing from holidays and sea-
sons to dinosaurs and bugs!

Children 12 and under need 
to be accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the Friends of  

the Library

BAD MOVIE OF THE 
MONTH: SANTA CLAUS 
CONQUERS THE MARTIANS

Thursday, December 15 
6:00PM-7:30PM

There are thousands of  won-
derful movies in the world.
Movies that will make you cry, 
lift your spirits, and inspire 
you.

These are not those movies.
Join us for a showing of  

“Santa Claus Conquers the 
Martians” (1964).  There are all 
kinds of  holiday classics.  And 
then there’s Santa Claus being 
kidnapped by the Martians and 
battling his way free to save 
Christmas.

Free.  Popcorn and bottled 
water provided.

Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford 
Endowment.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES 
FOR LITTLES

Friday, December 16 
11:30AM-noon

Children, ages 6 months up 
to 24 months, with a parent/
caregiver, will sing, move, play 
musical instruments, learn 
rhythm and listen to stories in 
this FREE series facilitated by 
music teacher Laine Hanlon! 
“Wiggles & Giggles” fosters 
physical, cognitive, social and 
emotional learning through 
music and motion. Siblings are 
welcome and must be super-
vised.

You must register each week 
at crawfordlibrary.org

This series is sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP) and hosted by the 
Dudley Public Library. YFCP is 
a Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) grant 
funded by the Department 
of  Early Education & Care 
and awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
MAKING FOR KIDS

Saturday, December 17 
11:00AM-noon

Come and make and decorate 
your own gingerbread house 
using graham crackers and 
royal icing.  Ideal for families 
and children up to 12.

Space is limited so registra-
tion is required

Children 12 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult.

Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford 
Endowment.

CHRISTMAS STORY TIME
Wednesday, December 21 

3:45PM-4:30PM
Join Miss Lida for a special 

afternoon Christmas story 
time! We’ll read stories, sing 
songs, and do a craft.

Children 12 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult.

AFTERNOON CHILDREN’S 
MOVIE

Wednesday, December 28 
1:00PM-3:00PM

Join us for a free screening 
of  a fun movie for kids – title to 
be determined. Free popcorn 
provided.

Children 12 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult.

PEARLE L. CRAWFORD LIBRARY

GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 11/18/22 was $5.18 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! To advertise on this page please contact
 June at 508-909-4062 or jsima@stonebridgepress.news

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides 
of beef Available!

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides 

Stock up 
now!

For
Advertising
Information

Call
508-764-4325
email: ads@
stonebridge
press.news

Courtesy

OXFORD — Oxford Middle School congratulates 
the following students on being named Students of  
the Month.

GRADE 5 GROUP A – Mateo Quintero
GROUP B – Saniya Bull
GROUP C – Sophia Renaud
GROUP D – Devante Lanausse
GROUP E – Sophia Meneguzzo
GROUP F – Liam Harrity 

GRADE 6  GROUP A – Joseph Peters
GROUP B – Sophia Francis 

                       GROUP C – Destiny Purcell
GROUP D – Emmary Gustafson
GROUP E – Kaliyana Padilla
GROUP F – Emma Farrar
GROUP G – Yeidiel Hernandez Barreto 

GRADE 7      ROOM 203 – Mckaelyn Shine
ROOM 260 – Olivia Hammond
ROOM 201B – Zachary Dufresne
ROOM 202 – Ayva Coffey
ROOM 275 – Kaeli Cordova Del Cid 
ROOM 204 – Brooke Nitti 

GRADE 8      ROOM 284 – Angeliz Felix
ROOM 285 – Daymyin Lopez
ROOM 280 – Damon Libby
ROOM 259 – Mason Rossetti 
ROOM 286 – Makaliegh Boyle – Muniz 
ROOM 276 – Kyle Twombly

OXFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL ANNOUNCES STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
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CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY & 

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls, 

New Roofs, Construction 
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done? 
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one 

low price! 
 Get 7 papers.

Call 
508-764-4325

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

KITCHENS

Cabinets For Baths, 
Office & Kitchen

Custom Painting Of 
Cabinetry (Any Color)

Refacing Existing Cabinets Or 
Replace Cabinets

Countertops: Quartz, 
Quartzite, Granite And Corian

Free Hardware With Order
Free Estimates 
Studio Hours:

by Appointmnent Only
298 Boston Turnpike Rd. 

Suite 5
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

E Mail: Sheila@
Nufacekitchens.com

508 842-6677

RR

REMODELING

ROGERS
REMODELLING

Custom 
Basements
Bathrooms
Tile Floors

Roofs 
 Decks

Painting

Fully Insured
All Calls Returned

508-612-7768

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Fully Insured ~ Installations 
Cleaning ~ Repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 
508.353.2279

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Cleaning

GuttersAUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER
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VIEWPOINT
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor Brendan 
Berube at THE WEBSTER TIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

EDITORIAL
Abuse preven-

tion orders, or what 
are often referred 
to as “restraining” 
orders, were the 
subject of  a recent 
question.  The per-
son also heard of  
a “harassment” 
order.  I was asked 
to provide some 
information on 
these and explain 
how they may differ.

Mass General 
Laws Chapter 209A 

contains the laws for what are com-
monly referred to as restraining orders.  
Chapter 258E provides the regulations 
for what are termed to be harassment 
orders.  Both orders are issued by a 
judge, either during court hours or 
through the police department after 
hours or on weekends.  Both offer sim-
ilar protections to a plaintiff, such as 
ordering no further abuse or restrict-
ing contact between the involved par-
ties.  209A orders can provide additional 
protections including financial support 
and other conditions.  Primary differ-
ence between the two is the relation-
ships involved with the parties.  MGL 
Chapter 209A Section 1 gives relief  to 
“family or household members.”  In 
these cases, relationships must fit into 
one of  the following categories: a) are 
or were married to one another; (b) are 
or were residing together in the same 
household; (c) are or were related by 
blood or marriage; (d) having a child 
in common regardless of  whether they 
have ever married or lived together; or 
(e) are or have been in a substantive 
dating or engagement relationship.  If  
these do not apply, a person will not be 
eligible for a Chapter 209A abuse pre-
vention order.  

Harassment orders, issued under 
MGL Chapter 258E, do not have any such 
relationship requirements.  Anyone can 
apply for an order against another per-
son under certain conditions.  The pri-
mary basis for issuance is a person is a 
victim of  3 or more acts of  harassment, 
which are willful and malicious and 
intended to cause fear, intimidation, 
abuse, etc.  Other conditions may also 
apply in cases of  1 or more incidents if  
it involves certain felony offenses, such 
as indecent assault and battery, rape, 
etc.  More information on the difference 
can be found on the Mass.gov Web site 
at: https://www.mass.gov/doc/am-i-el-
igible-for-a-restraining-order/download

Many measures can be taken 
to limit harm from a potential attacker.  
These orders are only a small part of  the 
actions potential victims should take to 
ensure their safety and the safety of  
others around them.  If  you fear abuse 
or violence from another, contact the 
police or a victim service organization 
to find out what options are available to 
you for a safer environment.

Our department will once again be 
collecting Christmas gift donations 
for local families in need.  New and 
unwrapped toys and clothing can be 
brought to the Dudley Police Department 
at 71 West Main St.  Monetary donations 
as well as gift cards are also accepted.  
There are definite needs in our area for 
these items and our department thanks 
everyone in advance for their continued 
generosity.  

For those still seeking vaccination or 
COVID related information, it can be 
found at www.dudleyma.gov or by call-
ing The Board of  Health 508-949-8036.  
During these challenging times, we, at 
the Dudley Police Department, greatly 
appreciate the support we receive from 
our community.  

Thanks again for your questions and 
comments.  Please send them to me at 
the Dudley Police Department, 71 West 
Main St., Dudley, MA 01571 or email at 
swojnar@dudleypolice.com.  Opinions 
expressed in this weekly column are those 
of  Chief  Wojnar only and unless clearly 
noted, do not reflect the ideas or opinions 
of  any other organization or citizen.

Becoming a neighbor to others
=What must I do to inherit eter-

nal life? A profound question with 
a simple answer: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength and love your 
neighbor as yourself. If  we love, 
we experience eternity here and 
now; we enter into the realm of  
God’s kingdom by living under 
His divine love and sharing this 
love with others.

It seems so simple and yet in 
our daily life it is so hard to prac-
tice. To love implies crucifying 
our ego and pride, overcoming 
our “default” fallen nature which 
tempts us to turn inward instead 
of  turning outward toward oth-
ers, responding to them with the 
same love that we receive from 
God. Always remember that love 
of  God and love of  neighbor are 
two sides of  the same coin. We 
can’t love God if  we don’t love 
our neighbor; and we won’t truly 
understand what it means to love 
our neighbor if  we haven’t been 
filled with God’s divine, uncondi-
tional, unlimited mercy, grace and love. 

To explain what it means to love 
our neighbor, Jesus told the story of  
the Good Samaritan. We all know that 
Samaritans and Jews were despised 
enemies because of  past historical 
grievances and theological differences. 
For Jesus’ Jewish audience, it was a 
paradox to hear a story about a “Good 
Samaritan.” That was impossible. In 
their minds, one couldn’t be good and 
be a Samaritan. Samaritans were the 
enemy. The despised, hated enemy. Yet 
in the story of  a man who was robbed, 
beaten, and left half  dead on the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, the Jewish 
priest and the Jewish temple worker 
showed no compassion or love for the 
suffering compatriot. Only the despised 
Samaritan stopped, interrupted his 
travels and plans, showed compassion 
and mercy, and then even offered his 
own money to take care of  this man. 
He showed what true love is. The priest 
may have talked about love, but the 
Samaritan showed love by acting like a 
true neighbor to the suffering stranger.

Jesus shared this story in response 
to the lawyer’s question of  “who is 
my neighbor.” Your neighbor, Christ 
revealed, is not simply the person who 
looks like you, who believes the same 
as you do, who comes from among your 
own people. Your neighbor is anyone 
you meet who has a need and to whom 
you can show compassion and mercy.

Actually, as Archbishop Anastasios of  
Albania highlights, “the deep meaning 
of  the parable of  the Good Samaritan 
reveals not only that someone is my 
neighbor, but how someone becomes my 
neighbor. It is a process. It is love with-
out arguments. Sometimes it is even a 
response to hatred. Always remember 
that at the Last Judgment we are judged 
for loving Christ, or failing to love Him, 
in the least person. The message is clear. 
Our salvation depends upon respect for 
the other, respect for otherness.”

Becoming a neighbor to others! I 
remember an experience of  becoming 
a neighbor with our youth group in 
Albania. 

In the alley that led up to the Cathedral, 
there was always a dozen or two mostly 
Gypsy beggars, begging for help. One 
Sunday our youth group decided to 
invite all these beggars to a meal after 
our Divine Liturgy. Our youth center 
was right behind the church and maybe 
20 beggars came As these Gypsies ate a 
hearty meal, our young people sat and 
ate with them. Conversations began, 
and very quickly one could see how 
our youth no longer looking upon the 
despised Gypsies (because there was 
a strong, negative stereotype toward 
Gypsies) but as people and children 
of  God. We learned their names and 
listened to their stories. One of  our 
students began feeding a crippled man. 
Another cuddled a beggar’s newborn 
baby. Christ’s love broke down barriers 
that day.

During this meal, we came to know 
Izmir, a paralyzed Gypsy woman, and 
her husband, Gezim. They told us of  
their three-year-old daughter, whose 
birthday was the following week. Several 
of  the students asked the family if  we 
could visit their home and celebrate 
Viola’s birthday together. Izmir and 
Gezim were shocked and honored. They 
had often felt the harsh prejudice many 

Albanians display towards 
Gypsies, and they couldn’t 
believe we actually wanted 
to visit their home. The fol-
lowing week, five of  us visit-
ed their tiny one-room home 
in a slum of  Tirana. Viola 
looked precious on her birth-
day and thoroughly enjoyed 
her cake, presents, and our 
visit.

Over the following 
months, many students 
greeted Izmir and Gezim 
weekly as they begged in 
front of  the church, and 
occasionally visited their 
home. I went to their home 
to offer a house blessing. 
By late April, during one of  
our visits, they expressed a 
desire to become Christian, 
asking whether such a thing 
was acceptable. We enthu-
siastically encouraged them 
and explained the need for 
catechism before baptism. 
They seemed a little discour-

aged because of  the difficulty Izmir 
would have in coming to the church 
twice a week in her wheelchair. It was 
quite an effort for her to come even once 
on Sundays. At that moment, Spiro, a 
fourth-year medical student, responded, 
“No problem. I can come to your house 
twice a week and do the catechism.” 
Although the school year was coming to 
an end and Spiro had finals, he joyously 
offered to go to their home and share his 
faith in Jesus Christ with them.

Over the following two months, Spiro 
discussed with me the lessons he would 
teach, and then came back afterward 
with interesting stories. The first week, 
some relatives of  Izmir and Gezim came 
to listen. The second week, ten people 
squeezed into their tiny one-room shack 
to hear the lesson. Another week Spiro 
told me, “They loved the story about 
the prodigal son and had so many ques-
tions!” By the end, Spiro was not only 
their teacher, but became their godfa-
ther. I was thrilled not only with the 
catechism of  Izmir and Gezim, but also 
with Spiro’s enthusiasm. We pray this 
spirit of  love and evangelism will grow 
among all our youth.

The baptism took place in July, 
attended by twenty students along with 
a number of  other gypsies. A prayer-
ful presence filled the room. Izmir and 
Gezim, together with their daughter 
Viola, were baptized.

A week later, though, Izmir and 
Gezim, who took the new names of  
Josif  and Kristina, faced the reality of  
the world. The archbishop had warned 
me, when I shared this story with him, 
that although he rejoiced to hear of  
their baptism, he reminded me that 
not everyone in the church would be 
happy seeing Gypsies become a part of  
our church family. His words proved to 
be prophetic. At the end of  their first 
Divine Liturgy, I came outside the altar 
only to see Kristina crying. At first, 
I thought she was shedding tears of  
joy, but quickly realized she was upset. 
When I asked her what had happened, 
she told me that a woman had come up 
to her and told her, “You don’t belong 
here. Why are you here? Go back out-
side and beg. That’s where you belong!”

I was furious. I asked Kristina to 
show me who had told her this, and to 
my shock, I recognized the woman as 
someone who sat in the front row of  the 
church every Sunday. She attended ser-
vices regularly, yet, like the Pharisees 
during Christ’s time, she never cap-
tured the spirit of  the Gospel. I pro-
ceeded to scold the woman, telling her 
that Kristina was a baptized Orthodox 
Christian and fully belonged in this 
church, just as much as I or she or any-
one else.

I left the woman with a stunned look 
on her face. I apologized once again to 
Kristina, and reminded her that others 
might say silly things, but I wanted 
her to always remember that she was a 
beloved child of  God and a special mem-
ber of  our church family!

What must we do to inherit eternal 
life? We are called to love God and love 
our neighbor. And the way we love our 
neighbor, whoever that may be in front 
of  us, is by becoming a neighbor to 
them, as did the Good Samaritan, and 
as did Spiro to the gypsy couple Ismir 
and Gezim.

The roots of 
Thanksgiving

From 1621 to 2019, Thanksgiving has 
always been about celebrating an abun-
dant fall harvest.  The holiday’s roots 
date back to the original Plymouth col-
onists and the Wampanoag tribe, who 
shared the first Thanksgiving meal 
together.  

The celebratory feast was held by 
individual colonies up until 1789 off  and 
on with a proclamation from President 
George Washington.  President 
Thomas Jefferson chose not to observe 
Thanksgiving, and it wasn’t until 
Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency in 1863 
that it became a federal holiday.    

Many of  the food items on our 
Thanksgiving menu are not what was 
served during the first few traditional 
Thanksgivings.  For one, turkey was not 
served.  

There aren’t many documents 
from that time regarding that first 
Thanksgiving; however, one note did 
describe wildfowl (duck or geese)  cod, 
bass, deer, bread, corn and porridge 
being served.  The birds were described 
as being stuffed with onions and nuts. 
Seafood such as mussels and lobster 
was also served.  For vegetables, squash, 
beans, corn, cabbage, carrots and peas 
were on the table. 

Not on the table was mashed potatoes 
and gravy (gasp!), and there was no 
cranberry sauce or pies. 

Perhaps no one has managed to 
capture the feeling gratitude better 
than Henry David Thoreau, author of  
“Walden,” in 1856.

“I am grateful for what I am and have,” 
he wrote. “My thanksgiving is perpetu-
al. It is surprising how contented one 
can be with nothing definite - only a 
sense of  existence. Well, anything for 
variety. I am ready to try this for the 
next ten thousand years, and exhaust it. 
How sweet to think of  my extremities 
well charred, and my intellectual part 
too, so that there is no danger of  worm 
or rot for a long while. My breath is 
sweet to me. O how I laugh when I think 
of  my vague indefinite riches. No run 
on my bank can drain it, for my wealth 
is not possession but enjoyment.” 
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

BY FR. LUKE
A. VERONIS
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Restraining 
and harassment 
orders explained

If  you receive 
Social Security, 
you’ve probably 
already heard that 
your checks in 2023 
will be bigger – con-
siderably bigger, in 
fact. How can you 
make the best use of  
this extra money?

Here’s what’s hap-
pening: For 2023, there’s an 8.7 percent 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for 
Social Security benefits – the largest 
increase in 40 years. Also, the month-
ly Medicare Part B premiums are 

declining next year, 
to $164.90/month 
from $170.10/month, 
which will also mod-
estly boost Social 
Security checks for 
those enrolled in 
Part B, as these pre-
miums are automat-
ically deducted.

Of  course, the siz-
able COLA is due to the high infla-
tion of  2022, as the Social Security 
Administration uses a formula based 
on increases in the Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and 

Clerical Workers (CPI-W). So, it’s cer-
tainly possible that you will need some, 
or perhaps all, of  your larger checks 
to pay for the increased cost of  goods 
and services. But if  your cash flow 
is already relatively strong, you might 
want to consider these suggestions for 
using your bigger checks:

Reduce withdrawals from your invest-
ment portfolio. When you’re retired, 
you will likely need to withdraw a cer-
tain amount from your portfolio each 
year to meet your expenses. A boost in 
your Social Security may enable you 
to withdraw less, at least for a year. 
This can be particularly advantageous 

when the markets are down, as you’d 
like to avoid, as much as possible, sell-
ing investments and withdrawing the 
money when investment prices are low. 
And the fewer investments you need to 
sell, the longer your portfolio may last 
during your retirement years.

Help build your cash reserves. When 
you’re retired, it’s a good idea to main-
tain about a year’s worth of  the amount 
you’ll spend from your portfolio in cash, 
while also keeping three months’ of  
your spending needs in an emergency 
fund, with the money kept in a liquid, 
low-risk account. Your higher Social 

COLA is sweet for Social Security recipients

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

FINANCIAL

FOCUS
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The Massachusetts hunt-
ing deer season exploded 
with action this past week, 
with numerous big bucks 
being harvested locally. 
The colder weather that 
rolled in for the last few 
days has made sitting in 
a tree with a bow a bit 
more unpleasant but 
for those that can han-
dle the cold their patience has paid off. 
Numerous archers reported seeing a lot 
of  does that they did not shoot while deer 
hunting, with one archer showing this 
writer a picture of  a buck with a single 
antler growing down the side of  his face, 
that he did not harvest. He likes to har-
vest big bucks with heavy antler growth. 
Don’t we all!

The cold weather had many anglers 
hurrying to winterize their boats and put 
them in winter storage. The 2022 fishing 
season for saltwater species is pretty 
much over for most anglers with their 

own boats, but charter 
boats are still taking out 
the most hardy fisher-
men to catch a few more 
tautog before winter 
really sets in. It has been 
a great year for anglers 
fishing for seabass & 
tautog.

This is also 
a good time of year 

to clean and lubricate your saltwater 
fishing gear, so that it is ready for spring 
of  2023. Saltwater fishing equipment 
can get rust and corrosion in a very 
short time, if  it is not properly cleaned 
before storing it. The cost of  new fishing 
gear is not cheap.

If  you are a deer hunter, you hopeful-
ly have taken the time to sight in your 
shotgun by now. With the Mass. deer 
hunting season ready to open on Nov. 28 
this year, there is not much time left to 
get it done. So many deer hunters do not 
take the time to sight in their guns prior 

to the new season, often causing a bad 
shot that fails to hit its mark, and the end 
result is the loss of  a big buck. Do not let 
it happen to you!

During the shotgun deer season, a 
hunter can use a primitive arms gun or 
his bow to harvest a deer. Many hunters 
prefer to use a black powder gun during 
the regular deer season, because of  their 
extreme accuracy. The latest guns are 
now rifled and can deliver an accurate 
shot of  up to 100 yards under the right 
conditions. The 50 caliber blackpowder 
guns are the most popular among hunt-
ers. The easy loading of  the 50 cali-
ber guns is quick and easy, if  you use 
the 50 grain plugs that can be quickly 
dropped down the barrel followed by the 
projectile of  choice. Most hunters prefer 
two 50 grain plugs per shot resulting in 
better accuracy. It was this writer’s load 
of  choice.

If  you shoot a big buck and you plan to 
have it mounted, be sure to have the deer 
properly skinned and placed in a freezer 

as soon as possible. It will preserve the 
skin until you find a taxidermist of  your 
choice. There are a lot of  great taxider-
mists in the area , but be sure to check 
them out before you hand over your 
money, and get a timeline on when you 
can expect to get the finished product 
back. Never pay in full until you get your 
deer head back.

Ice fishing is not far away I hope! If  we 
can get some early ice it would be great 
, but anglers need to take precautions 
when attempting to navigate first ice. 
Carrying a chisel and constantly moni-
toring ice thickness can save your life. No 
ponds have the same thickness of  ice on 
them and can vary quickly, as you navi-
gate the frozen ponds. Have a talk to your 
children and tell them to stay off  all fro-
zen ponds with adult supervision.

Wishing everyone a great 
Thanksgiving, and remembering all of  
our servicemen and women!

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Decking the halls, trimming 
the tree, and prepping for the 
holidays is a seasonal tradi-
tion - but the tasks are not 
always the joyous chores of  
Christmas carols.  If  the hus-
tle and bustle of  the holiday 
has you frazzled as you rush 
to get everything done right 
and on time -  take heart.  The 
following problem solvers offer 
quick and inexpensive fixes to 
save precious time and money 
this holiday season.

**

Problem: Christmas light 
strings are a tangled mess!

Solution: First make sure you 
have lots of  room to spread out 
the snaking lights; the floor is 
an ideal space. Locate the plug 
and work your way from there 
to the other end. Gently spread 
the strings and work the plug 
in and out of  the tangles. Using 
a chopstick, bamboo skewer, or 
pencil, work any knots out of  
the strings. Untangled lines 
should be laid straight along 
the floor.   

To prevent this hassle next 
year. Wind each string around 
a stiff  cardboard; tape the end 
and place into a plastic grocery 
bag (only one string per card-
board) and stack to store.

**

Problem: Commercial spray 
on “snow” for windows is 
messy and expensive.

Solution: This DIY version of  
artificial snow is inexpensive 
and easier to clean up! Best of  
all this faux frost can create a 
crystal ice painting on even the 
most insulated windows!

Ingredients: A few table-
spoons of  Epsom salts; one can 
flat beer; cotton balls.

Instructions: Use a cotton 

ball to  dab the mixture onto 
clean windows. Treat only the 
corners for a realistic look.. 
As the mixture dries, it crys-
tallizes.

**
Problem: You love that 

delightful pine scent of  your 
Christmas Tree and wish you 
could extend the fragrance 
throughout the season.

Solution: You can! This home-
made Pine Potpourri offers a 
fresh, evergreen scent any time 
of  year!  To do: Mix together: 
½ cup bayberry leaves; ½ cup 
snipped balsam needles ; ½ cup 
miniature pine cones; ½ cup 
rose hips; 2 tsp orrisroot; 2 drops 
pine-scented fixative or oil.
Mix the bayberry, balsam, pine 
cones and rose hips in a large 
bowl.  Add the orrisroot and 
fixative and stir gently. Store 
in a jar with a tight fitting lid.
Note: To rejuvenate and extend 
your pine potpourri, try this 
economical trick:  Put some 
ground corn cob material (sold 
as cellulose or litter material at 
the pet store) in a jar.  Add sev-
eral drops of  essential oil, place 
lid on jar and shake. Shake the 
jar every day for about a week 
or so.  Add it to your potpourri, 
to give it body and hold the 
scent.

**

Problem: You want to give 
a holiday present to your mail 
carrier, but heard there are 
strict gift regulations:

Solution: For refer-
ence: Mail carriers working 
for the United States Postal 
Service are allowed to accept 
the following items during the 
holiday season:

Snacks and beverages or per-
ishable gifts that are not part 
of  a meal.

Small gifts that have little 
intrinsic value (travel mugs, 
hand warmers, etc…) and are 
clearly no more than $20 in 
value.

Perishable items clearly 
worth more (large fruit baskets 
or cookie tins) must be shared 
with the entire branch.

Mail carriers working for the 
United States Postal Service 
may not accept the following:

Cash gifts, checks, gift cards, 
or any other form of  currency.

**

Problem: Old fashioned flam-
ing pinecones for fireplaces are 
not readily available and when 
found are costly.

Solution: Make your 
own! The traditional firestart-
ers of  days of  yore are easily 
crafted. Best of  all, pinecones 
not only add a great seasonal 
scent to a cozy fireplace ,  they 
can also add some delightful 
color with the addition of  a 
few pantry ingredients.  Here’s 
how to make your holiday 
hearthside flames fabulous: 
Dip pinecones in wax (recycle 
candle stubs) and roll in table 
salt for bright yellow flames; 
If  you use a no-salt substi-
tute, you’ll be treated to vio-

let flames.  For green flames, 
dip the pinecones in borax 
(found in the laundry aisle).
Baking soda will reward you 
with bright yellowish orange 
flames, and Epsom salts will 
result in white flames.  For 
hot pink flames, dip or roll 
pinecones in plaster of  Paris.
For more economical and nat-
ural looking pinecones with-
out the wax properties, sim-
ply marinate the fire flash-
ers.  Dissolve eight ounces 
of  one activator (salt, borax, 
etc.) in a half  gallon of  water. 
Soak pine cones for about six 
hours.  Dry them in a warm, 
dry place for a few days.  For 
gift giving, fill up a cellophane 
bag, add a bow, and attach a 
tag with the color codes.
Pinecone Pointer: To prompt 
tight pinecones to open fully, 
heat them in a 220 degree oven 
on a foil lined cookie sheet.
Caution: Make and use fire-
starters and flamers with care 
and at your own risk. Do not 
mix activators.

**

Problem: Christmas dinner 
requires perfect gravy, but it’s 
a challenge to get it right.

Solution: Why not go to the 
source of  “foolproof” gravy, 
Betty Crocker? After all, the 
cooking icon’s recipe has been 
at America’s holiday table for 
decades!

Ingredients: 1/4 cup turkey 
drippings (fat and juices from 
roasted turkey); 1/4 cup all-pur-
pose flour; 2 cups liquid (juic-
es from roasted turkey, broth, 
water); 1/2 teaspoon salt; 1/2 
teaspoon pepper.

Directions: Pour drippings 
from roasting pan into bowl, 

leaving brown particles in pan. 
Return 1/4 cup drippings to 
roasting pan. (Measure accu-
rately because too little fat 
makes gravy lumpy.) Stir in 
flour. (Measure accurately so 
gravy is not greasy.)

Cook over medium heat, stir-
ring constantly, until mixture 
is smooth and bubbly. Stir in 
liquid. Heat to boiling, stir-
ring constantly. Boil and stir 
1 minute. Stir in a few drops 
of  browning sauce. Stir in salt 
and pepper.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House
Your tips can win you a great 

dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn 
in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into 
a random drawing. One win-
ner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for 
two at the renown restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because I’m in 
the business of  dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful 
hints!

Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If  so, why 
not share them with readers 
of  Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening News, 
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a 
drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.
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Security checks could help you build 
these cash reserves. (Also, it’s helpful to 
keep another three to five years’ worth 
of  spending from your portfolio in short-
term, fixed-income investments, which 
now, due to higher interest rates, offer 
better income opportunities.)

Contribute to a 529 plan. You could 
use some of  your extra Social Security 
money to contribute to a tax-advantaged 
529 education savings plan for your 
grandchildren or other family members.

Contribute to charitable organiza-
tions. You might want to use some of  
your Social Security money to expand 
your charitable giving. Your generosity 
will help worthy groups and possibly 
bring you some tax benefits, too.

While it’s nice to have these possi-
ble options in 2023, you can’t count on 
future COLA increases being as large. 
The jump in inflation in 2022 was due 
to several unusual factors, including 
pandemic-related government spend-
ing, supply shortages and the Russian 
invasion of  Ukraine. It’s quite possible, 
perhaps even likely, that inflation will 
subside in 2023, which, in turn, would 
mean a smaller COLA bump in 2024.

Nonetheless, while you might not 
want to include large annual COLA 
increases as part of  your long-term 
financial strategy, you may well choose 
to take advantage, in some of  the ways 
described above, of  the bigger Social 
Security checks you’ll receive in 2023. 
When opportunity knocks, you may 
want to open the door.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501 
Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.antonopou-
los@edwardjones.com.
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Deer season explodes into action

Holiday Hassles Resolved

KAREN
TRAINOR
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THE
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Garden centers, flo-
rists and grocery stores 
are filling their shelves 
with a variety of  holiday 
plants; a sure sign the 
holidays are approach-
ing. This is the time of  
year to give, receive or fill 
your home with colorful 
poinsettias, Christmas 
cactus, cyclamen, and 
other holiday plants. Extend their beau-
ty and longevity with proper care.

Start by selecting healthy plants that 
have been receiving proper care. The 
plants should be free of  insects, dis-
ease and have no yellow leaves, brown 
leaf  edges and spots. Flowering plants 
should have just a few open flowers, 
some buds showing color, and the rest 
healthy plump buds. You will enjoy 
watching the flower buds open, blooms 
expand, and a longer flowering period.

Always protect your gift plants from 
the harsh outdoors.  Professional flo-
rists and garden center staff  should 
provide a care tag and wrap your plants 
in a plastic or paper sleeve for the ride 
home.   

Carefully remove the wrap as soon as 
you get home. This is especially import-
ant when caring for poinsettias. The 
upturned leaves emit ethylene, a rip-
ening hormone that can shorten the 
longevity of  your poinsettia’s colorful 
display.

Rewrap your holiday plant anytime 
you move it outdoors and never leave 
it sitting in a cold car while running 
errands. A chilled plant looks fine until 
it warms. By the next day, the plant 
turns grayish-green, wilts and may 
die. Not such a nice gift or addition to 
your holiday décor after all.

Once home, place it in a cool, brightly 
lit location.  The cool temperatures and 
indirect light help the blooms last lon-

ger.  Remove or fold 
down the foil wrap, if  
present, to allow sun-
light to reach all the 
leaves. Avoid drafts 
of  hot and cold air.
These can dry or chill 
the plant resulting 
in leaf  and blossom 
drop.

Check the tag for watering instruc-
tions. Most holiday plants prefer moist 
but not wet soil. Use your finger as 
a moisture meter. Water thoroughly 
whenever the top few inches of  soil 
are crumbly and just slightly moist or 
according to the directions on the care 
tag.

Pour out any water that collects in the 
foil, basket, decorative pot or saucer. Or 
place pebbles in the bottom of  these or 
the saucer to elevate the plant above sit-
ting water. This reduces the risk of  root 
rot and makes care much easier.

Lengthen the time between watering 
and increase success by amending the 
potting mix with a moisture-retaining 
product like wool pellets(wildvalley-
farms.com). This organic and sustain-
able product reduces watering by up to 
25 percent. Just spread it over the soil 
surface and push it into the soil around 
the plant.

Keep your floral display looking its 
best by removing spent flowers from 
azaleas, Christmas cactus, cyclamen 
and kalanchoes. This keeps the plant 
looking fresh and often encourages 
more blooms.

Once the holidays have passed, keep 
enjoying these plants through the gray 
days of  winter. Move the plants to a 
sunny window, fertilize with a dilute 
solution of  complete or flowering plant 
fertilizer, and water as needed.

Add some artificial berries, cut flow-

ers in water picks, or silk blooms to 
replace the faded flowers. Use colorful 
stakes or natural twigs for added beauty 
and to support floppy leaves and stems.

Boost your spirits and those of  family 
and friends this holiday season with a 
few colorful plants. Giving them as gifts 
and using them to decorate your home 
is guaranteed to brighten your holiday 
celebrations.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
TV & radio program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Wild Valley Farms for her 
expertise to write this article. Myers’ Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Brighten the holidays with colorful plants

Melinda Myers

Cyclamen plants have uniquely shaped 
flowers, come in a variety of colors, and 
stand above attractive variegated leaves.  

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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Thank you to all of our ABC’s of Fall Advertisers! 
The winner of a $25 Gift Card 

to their choice of one of the ABC businesses is 
Anne Haas, Whitinsville, MA

Also thank you to all who took the time to do our Scramble. 
We hope you enjoyed it and please support our advertisers!

Pyhap Giaghtsvinkn – HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!

Name___________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________________  Email (optional) __________________________________________

Newspaper you saw this in, circle one:  Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Southbridge News, Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Webster 
Times, Blackstone Valley Tribune
We love your feedback comments:________________________________________________________________ _________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC’s of Fall Scramble Answers

1. RAUOXMULE ORDF
Lamoureux Ford

2. UJEN NAD ALIAMEK IBEOEVJTC
June and Mikaela Objective

3. NASL APNTI ERTNEC
NALS Paint Center

4. LIORKBEODF RCSDHOAR
Brookfield Orchards

5. ERSHF TSRAT SDEAIERTLIN
Fresh Start Residential

6. SNAEEHS AOLNS NAD ASP
Sheenas Salon and Spa

7. AMSQINUOIGND CMITMYUON 
Quinsigamond Community

8. NETRCAL ALDREFE TIECRD NONIU
Central Federal Credit Union

9. YEK SGROTEA
Key Storage

10. AOUAGBQ TNARLOEBHIITIA 
Quaboag Rehabilitation

11. CIRMROE LEEERJSW
Cormier Jewelers

12. DYWOSO AUOT YDBO
Woodys Auto Body

13. ICHEOC PT
Choice PT

14. EB TAFLST
EB Flatts

15. AOCSWTRFRK
Craftworks

16. NCNCEOT RUSENAATRT
Connect Restaurant

17. MRCAO DONWWI VSIESCRE
Ramco Window Services

18. AILLCH RITE
Cahill Tire

19. KCHARDIW EFRARSM ITOREPACEVO
Hardwick Farmers Cooperative

20. YARGS URETSTG
Garys Gutters

21. ENKARS OLSCIINOL RPRAEI
Kearns Collision Repair

22. IRNE OAHNMEY
Erin Mahoney

23. NSERECP IYFAML ELNDTA
Spencer Family Dental

24. AEUSDTET GTONIW DAN YERCVROE
Audettes Towing and Recovery

25. ARUATCEC ESTP NROCTOL
Accurate Pest Control

26. SIHGNGI RGYENE TSTEINARVLAE
Higgins Energy Alternatives
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WEBSTER – Irene 
J. (Zackiewicz) Lucier, 
96, died peacefully 
Sunday, November 
13, 2022 in UMass/
Memorial University 
Campus following a 
brief  illness. Her hus-
band of  44 years, Paul 
R. “Ray” Lucier, died 

in 2001.
She leaves a son, Robert J. Lucier 

and his wife Maura of  Shrewsbury; 
2 daughters, Sally M. Stafford and 
her husband John of  Leicester, and 
Betty A. Borkowski and her husband 
Todd of  Cornelius, NC; 7 grandchil-
dren, Joseph M. Stafford and his wife 
Chelsea, Rachel A. Stafford and her 
companion Stephen Smedberg, Nicole 
I. Lucier, Jennifer M. Lucier, Zachary J. 
Borkowski, Abigail G. Borkowski and 
Kate I Borkowski; and many nieces and 
nephews.  She was preceded in death 
by her son Paul G. Lucier in 1996, by 4 
brothers Joseph, Edward, Stanley and 
Alexander Zackiewicz, and by her sis-
ter Stasia Forand.

She was born at home on December 8, 
1925 in the same house in Webster she 
has lived her whole life, the youngest of  
the 6 children of  Julian and Josephine 

(Taraskiewicz) Zackiewicz.  She gradu-
ated from Bartlett High School in 1944.

Mrs. Lucier first worked for Webster 
Shoe Company and then as a cafeteria 
worker in the Webster School System 
at Park Ave School for 15 years retiring 
in 1990.

She was a faith-filled communicant 
of  Saint Joseph Basilica and a mem-
ber of  its Holy Rosary Sodality, Sacred 
Heart Society and Polish Women’s 
Club.

A special thank you to Carol Harvard, 
our cousin, for being her companion 
to appointments.  Also, thank you to 
the staff  at UMASS-University Campus 
Hospital for their special care of  our 
mother.

Her funeral was held Saturday, 
November 19, 2022, from Sitkowski, 
Malboeuf  & Hickey Funeral Home, 340 
School Street, Webster, with a Mass 
at 10:00 AM in Saint Joseph Basilica.
Burial was in Saint Joseph Garden 
of  Peace. Calling hours took place 
on Saturday from 8:30 to 9:30 AM in 
the funeral home, prior to the Mass..
Donations in her memory may be made 
to Saint Joseph Elementary School., 47 
Whitcomb Street, Webster, MA 01570.

www.websterfunerals.com

Irene J. Lucier, 96
Patricia Ann 

(Grieco) Whittredge 
of  Dudley, MA formal-
ly of  Swampscott, MA 
passed away peaceful-
ly on November 16th at 
Harrington Memorial 
Hospital with family 
by her side. Pat was 
the daughter of  the 

late Anthony and Helen Grieco. 
Pat is survived by her son Bruce 

Whittredge, Jr his wife Jill Whittredge 
and her two grandchildren, Timothy, 
and Taylor Whittredge of  Webster. 
Along with her loving daughter Kellie 
Whittredge of  Webster. 

Pat also leaves behind 3 sisters. 
Margaret Hines of  Salem, MA. Elaine 
Llewellyn and her husband John of  
Port Richey Florida and Mary Koon of  
New Port Richey, Florida. 

Several close cousins, nieces and 
nephews. Pat will be missed by her 
lifelong friend for over 70 years, Marcia 
Knowles of  Beverly MA. Pat was pre-

deceased in death by her sister Denise 
Batchelder, who died in 1993. 

Pat was a graduate of  Swamscott 
High School and Essex Agricultural 
and Technical Institute for Nursing in 
Danvers MA. 

Pat worked as a dedicated and caring 
nurse for 40 years, 30 of  them being 
at Harrington Memorial Hospital in 
Southbridge MA where she retired in 
2003. She loved knitting, reading scary 
books and watching her grandchildren 
grow up

Pat was loved and known by many. 
She always had a positive attitude no 
matter what curve balls life threw at 
her. Her wit and humor were always 
present, they served her well while 
bringing a smile to all around her. She 
will certainly be missed. 

Per Pat’s wishes, there will be no 
calling hours. Bartel Funeral Home & 
Chapel 33 Schofield Ave. Dudley

is directing arrangements. www.bar-
telfuneralhome.com for her online con-
dolence book .

 Patricia Whittredge
OBITUARIES

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news.

Deadline is Monday noon for Friday publication.

AUBURN
$795,000, 325 Southbridge St, 325 

Southbridge Street RT, and Zelley, Molly 
O, to 325 Southbridge LLC.

$465,000, 108 Wallace Ave, Kevin R 
Brown Woodward RT, and Brown-
Woodward, Kevin R, to Orti, Edmy A, 
and Martinez, Raul.

$449,000, 14 Carriage Dr, Mcmanus, 
Shauna, and Mcmanus, Andrew, to 
Peters, Debra, and Peters, James.

$448,000, 8 Grandview St, Alves-Stark, 
Donna M, and Stark, William G, to Shea, 
Leann R, and Shea 3rd, Chester V.

$440,000, 296 Leicester St, Eklund, 
Donald C, to Lyon, Kevin, and Lyon, 
Nicole.

$358,000, 3 Coolidge St, Lennon, 
Gillian, to White, Chelsea, and Kyaw, 
Caitlin.

$355,000, 24 Oakwood Ave, Johnson, 
Sandra L, to Parella, Adam M, and Cyr, 
Makenzie R.

$350,000, 91 Wallace Ave, Maclaughlin, 
Joanne, and Maclaughlin, Timothy J, to 
Pakush, Uladzimir U, and Svirydziuk, 
Valiantsina.

$305,000, 48 Waterman Rd, Rosner, 
Regina, and Smith, Andrew, to Johnson, 
Thomas.

$270,000, 31 Lesley Ave, Kulma, Kristie, 
and Kulma, Mariusz, to Gelineau, Ryan 
J.

$200,000, 43 Harrison Ave, Montville 
Jr, Emile F, and Montville, Dorothy A, 
to Guerin, Travis R, and Thompson, 
Ashley R.

$163,000, 12 Pinrock Rd, Connolly, 
Raymond, and Connolly, Stephanie, 
to Connolly, Michael, and Connolly, 
Rachel.

$130,000, 118 Southold Rd, Weagle, 
Kevin J, to Guimaraes, Sergio.

DUDLEY
$800,000, 32 Chase Ave, Niedbala, 

Kristina H, to JR Properties LLC.
$680,000, 33 W Main St, KBG Realty 

Properties LLC, to Calixto-Teixeira, 
Ronie V.

$680,000, 4-6 Schofield Ave, KBG Realty 
Properties LLC, to Calixto-Teixeira, 
Ronie V.

$483,000, 6 Brandon Rd, Joyce Jr, John 
E, and Joyce, Faith H, to Hamilton, 
Shena C.

$394,000, 38 Oxford Ave, Wayne K 
Johnson RET, and Johnson, Wayne K, 
to Melad-Shenouda, Markos.

$370,000, 11 Prospect Ave, Morales, 
Elaina, and Morales, Adaberto, to 
Simoneau, Jenise L, and Simoneau, 
John M.

$266,000, 35 Alton Dr, Tremblay, Dylan 
D, and Morrison, Chelsea A, to Arphai, 
Vangbee, and Madee, Chintana.

$166,600, 177 Dresser Hill Rd, 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, to Rucinski, 

Milosz R.

OXFORD
$425,000, 12 Rhonda Rheault Dr, 

Bank New York Mellon Tr, to Santiago, 
Margarita M, and Rivillas, Jose O.

$415,000, 18 Water St, Belluscio, 
Danielle M, to Holdbrook, Isaac, and 
Appianing, Rashida.

$330,000, 156 Old Webster Rd, CLK 
Simonds Street RT, and Koski, Claudia 
L, to Bennett, Paul L.

$322,000, 50 Wheelock St, Lambert, 
Ruess, and Maloney, Lisa, to Honney, 
Tammy.

$319,000, 29 Prospect St, Laroche, 
Michael J, and Laroche, Maria, to 
Vadenais, Autumn.

$310,000, 31 Merriam District, Morin, 
Donald P, and Elliot, Michelle T, to 
Chung, Young G, and Chung, Eunja.

$289,000, 70 Pleasant St #49, 
Champoux, Sharon, to Hester, Michael, 
and Hester, Rebecca.

$210,000, 32 Thayer Pond Dr #9, 
Frisch, Dana, and Frisch, Tosanna, to 
32 Thayer Pond Dr 32-9, and Wilson, 
William J.

$179,900, 32 Thayer Pond Dr #10, 
Wilson, Lucy A, and Wilson, William, to 
Affhauser, Kaitlyn.

$143,000, 124 Charlton St #F, Watts, 
Craig M, and Watts, Alison E, to 
Prashaw, Jason M.

WEBSTER
$422,400, 8 Ragina Ave, Plante Jr, 

Richard D, and Plante, Jessica L, to 
Bawuah, Anthony.

$389,000, 14 Killdeer Rd, Pion Jr, 
Raymond E, and Pion, Ann M, to 
Perzanoski, Lianne.

$365,000, 23 Victoria Dr, Fumi Relaty 
Inc, to Concepcion, Yeydaliz, and 
Gagnon, Zachary.

$362,000, 39 Brodeur Ave, Johnson, 
David, to Concannon, Craig S, and 
Concannon, Catherine P.

$350,000, 5 Lichfield Ln #A, Gilchrist 
Lorna J Est, and Gilchrist, John A, to 
Belli, Twila, and Belli, Michael.

$340,000, 10 Arkwright Rd, Gonsorcik, 
James E, to Frkal, David, and Frkal, 
Robin.

$335,000, 1 Eddy St #D, Miedema, 
Christopher, and Miedema, Sara, to 
Ofori, George.

$325,000, 11 Deerfield Dr W #B, 
Garcelon RET, and Garcelon, Heather, to 
Wortman, James, and Dwyre-Wortman, 
Monica.

$320,000, 605 School St, Saad, Jessica, 
and Saad, Nathan, to Benitez, Carmen I, 
and Rodriguez, Walter A.

$110,574, 27 Dresser St, Fish, Raymond 
R, and US Bank NA, to US Bank NA Tr.

$70,000, 5 E Main St, Webster First 
FCU, to Anything Automotive RET.

REAL ESTATE
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\ NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Larry D. Darling, Sr., to 
CitiFinancial Services, Inc., dated Oc-
tober 9, 2009, and recorded with the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 44956 at 
Page 47, of which mortgage the un-
dersigned is the present holder by as-
signment from CitiFinancial Services, 
Inc., to CitiFinancial, Inc., dated June 
17, 2013, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 51114, Page 268; by 
assignment from CFNA Receivables 
(MD), Inc. f/k/a CitiFinancial, Inc., to 
CitiFinancial Servicing LLC, dated April 
21, 2016, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 55261, Page 214; by 
assignment from CitiFinancial Servic-
ing LLC, to Bayview Loan Servicing, 
LLC, dated April 21, 2016, recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
55261, Page 215; by assignment from 
Community Loan Servicing, LLC, 
f/k/a Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC, to 
Koitere Dispositions, LLC, dated March 
15, 2021, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 65308, Page 105; and 
by an assignment from Koitere Dispo-
sitions, LLC, to U.S. Bank Trust Nation-
al Association, as Trustee of the Igloo 
Series IV Trust, dated May 3, 2021, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 65308, Page 108, for breach 
of the conditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 11:00 
A.M. on the 13th day of December 
2022 at 69 Ramshorn Road, Dudley, 
MA 01571, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage,
To wit:
A certain tract of land with the build-
ings thereon situated in said Dudley on 
the westerly side of Ramshorn Road, 
Bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a stake in the wester-
ly line of said Ramshorn Road 944.04 

feet northwesterly of the northeasterly 
corner of land of one Dunham; 
THENCE N. 23 degrees 12’ W. 440 feet 
by the westerly line of said Ramshorn 
Road to the end of a stone wall; 
THENCE S. 85 degrees 48’ W., 317.15 
feet along said stone wall to a comer of 
said wall; 
THENCE S. 5 degrees 12’ E. 600 feet 
along said stone wall to another corner 
of said wall; 
THENCE N. 89 degrees 13’ E., 302.75 
feet along said stone wall to an iron 
pipe; 
THENCE N. 23 degrees 12’ W., 200 
feet by land of the grantors to an iron 
pipe; 
THENCE N. 89 degrees 13’ E., 200 
feet by land of the grantors to the point 
of beginning. 
BEING the same premises described 
in a deed from Larry D. Darling, Sr. and 
Judith A. Darling to Larry D. Darling, 
Sr. and Judith A. Darling dated July 25, 
1995 And recorded with the Worces-
ter District Registry of Deeds in Book 
17193, Page 398.
Excepting therefrom the following 
sales:
Book 4687, Page 267, Book 4891 Page 
99, and Book 5038 Page 232 and 5045 
Page 593
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thou-
sand dollars ($5,000) by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
wire transfer to Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 
02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 

full of the purchase price.  In the event 
of an error in this publication, the de-
scription of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, 

as Trustee of the 
Igloo Series IV Trust, 

Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle Hoeger LLP
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444 

November 18, 2022
November 25, 2022
December 2, 2022

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. W022P3839EA 
Estate of: 

Bruce F. Beach
Date Of Death: September 19, 2022 

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Bruce F Beach, Jr. of Web-
ster MA a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate
Bruce F Beach, Jr. of Webster MA 
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 

procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
November 25, 2022

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

Docket No. 22 SM 003319
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
The Heirs, Devisees or Legal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Mark P. Paszkowski a/k/a Mark P. 
Paszkowski, Sr.
Mark P. Paszkowski, Jr.
and to all persons entitled to the 
benefit of the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et 
seq)
Bank of America, N.A.
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Auburn, numbered 3 Carriage Drive, 
given by Mark P. Paszkowski to Bank 
of America, N.A., dated February 20, 
2008, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 42448, Page 102, has/
have filed with this court a complaint 
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA  02108 on 
or before 12/19/2022 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief 
Justice of this Court on 11/4/2022
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
November 25, 2022

LEGALS

internal discussions and having discus-
sions with our transportation providers 
our recommendation is to continue to 
negotiate a contract for special educa-
tion transportation outside of  the bid 
process,” Mathieu confirmed. “That 
doesn’t mean we will only look at one 
bidder. We certainly want to get pricing 
from as many interested parties as pos-
sible, but given some of  the shortages 
that are out there in terms of  vehicles 
and staffing it may make more sense 
not to put it out to bid.” 

Another option that Bergeron and 
Mathieu discussed was the potential for 
a district fleet of  buses and handling 
transportation internally rather than 
contracting out the service. Mathieu 
said this certainly wouldn’t be imple-
mented overnight and was, at best, a 
long-term idea.

The typical length of  the district’s 
Big Yellow Bus contract is three to 
five years while the special education 
agreements have typically run for three 
years. Mathieu expects the new con-
tracts to follow that same standard.

BIDS
continued from page A1

“It’s a whole new life for me now,” 
said Lavallee, who has 21 brothers and 
sisters in total.

Special thanks goes to Ashley 
Peterson, who did extensive research to 
help the siblings connect. Due to their 
determination to find each other and 
connect over the past year, family mem-
bers have begun referring to themselves 
as “The Head Hunters.”

Lavallee also thanks her daughter for 
the gift of  the DNA testing kit, which 
got the ball rolling on a family journey 
of  discovery.

The siblings are already looking for-
ward to their next meeting, Lavallee 
said.

FAMILY
continued from page A1

send other Webster officers there.
Of  course, his being gone for eight 

weeks left a gap in town, and Shaw 
commended his staff  “for picking up 
the slack that allowed me to really enjoy 
and immerse myself  in the experience.”

Becker noted he also got lucky. Shaw 
was on the witness list for a case up 
here at the same time, but the judge 
canceled it before Shaw had to return.

Lastly, Becker transitioned to a “more 
somber part of  the polcie department 
evening tonight” – the retirement of  
three long-time reserve officers. With 
more than 20 years experience each, 

Capt Todd Jankowski, Sgt Chad Deveno 
and Officer Richard Walcek chose 
to step down rather than have to go 
through the requirements imposed 
on volunteer officers under the state’s 
fairly new POST legislation. That law 
requires even reserve officers to go 
through the police academy and meet 
the other training demands of  regular 
officers.

Shaw said Webster and other depart-
ments have seen various issues recruit-
ing such volunteers because of  the law, 
and that has resulted in the town some-
times paying overtime for regular offi-
cers to do jobs (like parade traffic duty) 
the volunteers used to do.

“We really counted on the reserve 

officers here,” he said, noting they did 
it “because they cared about the com-
munity.”

“The legislature really dropped the 
ball on that. It was really short-sighted,” 
Shaw added.

Afterward, State Rep Joe McKenna 
agreed.

“It’s really sobering to hear that, and 
is one of  the reasons Senator Fattman 
and I were not in favor of  that bill,” he 
said. “It’s frustrating to see the negative 
impacts of  the action the Legislature 
took with the best of  intentions in 
mind.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

HONOR
continued from page A1

of  the game and prepared for what they 
believe will be even harsher limits soon 
to be established on the state level. 

“We should be in great shape because 
I know the state’s looking at lowering 
numbers down even more. I know that’s 

coming up and we’re so far ahead right 
now. All of  our equipment vessels and 
things are coming in, so we don’t expect 
any delays,” said Patrinos.

However, it wasn’t all good news 
in the update. Patrinos also revealed 
that another main break was record-
ed on Halloween week, this time on 
Ramshorne Road. Several main breaks 
have been reported in 2022 with officials 

tending to the issues quickly. Patrinos 
admitted this break took much longer 
to resolve as citizens didn’t notice or 
report the problem for some time. The 
fix took several hours but water depart-
ment workers were able to properly 
repair the line and return full service 
back to customers despite dealing with 
several roadblocks along the way.

WATER
continued from page A1

Courtesy

GENTEX OFFERS RESOURCES FOR 
LOCAL VETERANS
The Town of Dudley is extremely fortunate to have Gentex as a major employer in our 
community.  Gentex is involved in programs and activities that are beneficial for their 
employees, such as the Safety, Health and Wellness Fair which they held last month. There 
were several representatives from various companies and organizations who gave lessons 
in emergency first aid. There was a representative from Planet Fitness who addressed 
the importance of staying fit and the Town of Dudley Veterans Services Officer, Stephen 
Rogerson, who manned a table with the VFW Post 654 Webster/Dudley Commander, 
Richard Norton, to address questions regarding the GI Bill and other benefits there may 
be available for employees who are veterans. As the Veterans Services Officer observed, 
Gentex has a very friendly, relaxed atmosphere that proved that they valued their employ-
ees and their organization. They are very pro-veteran and community oriented. After leaving 
the Safety, Health and Wellness Fair, Mr. Rogerson was left with the lingering smile due to 
the happy, cooperative, and caring environment he had just experienced at Gentex.

For
Advertising
Information

Call
508-764-4325
email: ads@
stonebridge
press.news



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

AYER — The good news for the Oxford 
High varsity football team was that they 
scored 33 points in each of  their three 
Division 8 State Playoff  games. The 
bad news for the Pirates was that in the 
third game it was a point shy of  being 
enough.

After bouncing No. 14 Taconic High 
(33-0) and No. 11 Murdock High (33-8) 
in the first two rounds of  the tour-
nament, No. 3 Oxford met No. 7 KIPP 
Academy of  Lynn in the Final Four, the 
game taking place Friday evening, Nov. 
18 at Ayer Shirley Regional. And the 
contest turned into an instant classic, 
the Pirates and Panthers trading touch-
downs in a back-and-forth affair. KIPP 
Academy came out one point ahead, 
though, winning by a 34-33 final score.

The loss stung even extra for Oxford 
(9-2), as they lost 8-6 in the Final Four 
last year to eventual state champion 
Randolph High. The Panthers (7-4) will 
play No. 1 Hull High (11-0) for this year’s 

state title.
“I said at the end of  the game, ‘there 

wasn’t much we could have done dif-
ferently.’ We played our hearts out,” 
Pirates’ head coach Jeff  Clarkson told 
his team in the postgame huddle.

“Obviously a great season, but yet 
again came up just short. Last year two 
points, this year one point. It just hurts 
10 times more this year because it’s my 
senior year. It kills,” added quarter-
back Lucas Lambert, who nearly willed 
Oxford to victory.

Lambert was 14 of  26 passing for 200 
yards and 4 touchdowns, and he rushed 
the ball another 12 times for 99 yards 
and a score. Lambert had the Pirates’ 
offense at KIPP’s 21-yard line with 
under two minutes to go, looking to give 
Oxford the lead. His pass deflected off  
the fingers of  receiver Brett Morgan 
and into the hands of  the Panthers’ 
Juan Setalsingh for Lambert’s lone 
interception.

“Going down for a game-winning 
drive basically and to have a tip ball 
be the difference in the game — we 

tipped it and the kid was in the right 
spot, fell right in his basket,” said 
Clarkson. “If  it wasn’t for that one tip, 
I think we would have went right in and 
scored and I think it would have been a 
different ending.”

“Just a few small mistakes, really,” 
Lambert said when asked what the dif-
ference in the game was. “One less mis-
take in that game and we win.”

Oxford’s defense, which came away 
with a fumble recovery and two inter-
ceptions by Connor Fantasia and 
Jordan DeLeon over the course of  the 
game, got the ball back with 14 seconds 
remaining by forcing a KIPP punt.

With the ball at the Panthers’ 48-yard 
line, Lambert completed a short pass 
to Fantasia, who then looked to make a 
deep throw down the sideline to Robbie 
Fisher on a double pass. But KIPP’s 
defense bottled Fantasia up, tackling 
him inbounds as the clock struck zeroes.

“Just trying to throw a double pass 
up, and it just didn’t work. We had prac-
ticed that all year (but) never ran it,” 
said Clarkson.

Back in the game’s opening posses-
sion, Oxford set the tone by scoring 
quickly. Lambert hit Fantasia on a 
51-yard touchdown pass down the right 
sideline to make it 6-0.

KIPP Academy took a 7-6 lead later 
in the first when Setalsingh (18 of  36, 
327 yards) threw his first of  five TD’s, 
this one going to Morenel Castro from 
30 yards out. Vic Mafo then kicked his 
first of  four successful point after kicks.

Lambert then had two second quar-
ter scores, the first a 17-yard pass to 
DeLeon, the second a 29-yard scamper 
up the middle. Alex Perry also added 
an extra point kick, giving Oxford a 19-7 
lead.

KIPP Academy then scored as time 
expired in the first half  and on the 
opening possession of  the second half  
to reclaim the lead, 20-19, Setalsingh 
throwing touchdown passes to Castro 
and Mafo.

The Panthers also scored in the 
waning moments of  the third quarter 
to take a 27-19 advantage. Setalsingh 
launched a 57-yard scoring strike to 
Castro for the TD.

But the Pirates never wavered, as 
they responded immediately to tie the 
score at 27-27. Lambert hit Fantasia on 
a 14-yard pass and Lambert added the 
two-point conversion rush.

Oxford then grabbed the lead, 33-27, 
with 9:02 remaining. For the third time 
it was a Lambert to Fantasia connec-
tion, this one from 16 yards out.

“Just the catches he was making 
and the yards after catches was phe-
nomenal,” Clarkson said of  Fantasia, 
whose stat line included 8 catches for 
125 yards. “He bounces around and gets 
away from tackles.”

“I always have trust in him,” added 
Lambert. “Maybe one day I’ll play with 
him in college. That’d be great.”

Clarkson also had nothing but a heap 
of  praise for Lambert.

“It’s his leadership. He put all the 
weight on his shoulders — don’t get me 
wrong, he had a lot of  help around him 
— but man, did he play well tonight,” 
said Clarkson.

But the Panthers won the game with 
4:04 to play, Setalsingh connecting with 
Castro (7 catches, 150 yards) for a fourth 
touchdown, this one from 7 yards out. 
Mafo’s extra point gave KIPP a one-
point lead that barely ended up stand-
ing.

“We knew it was going to be a bat-
tle. They had four great athletes and 
they had some phenomenal linemen,” 
Clarkson said.

Oxford will conclude its season on 
Thanksgiving Day at Bay Path Regional 
(7-4).

12  • STONEBRIDGE PRESS  • www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, November 25, 2022

SPORTS

COUNSELING

NewHope Counseling Center
Providing counseling to children, adults and families to 

improve lives and to foster change and growth. 
We also specialize in behavior problems often seen in 

school and home environments.
Emily Mocerino Clinician LMHC, SAC, CAGS

emocerino@newhopecounselingcenter.net

133 West Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562 
508-885-0200 • newhopecounselingcenter.net

Professional Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news

KIPP Academy hangs on to beat Pirates in instant classic, 34-33

Nick Ethier photos

Oxford’s Lucas Lambert rushes out of the pocket, escaping KIPP Academy defender Morenel 
Castro in the process and picking up a few of the 99 yards he accumulated on the ground.

Quarterback Lucas Lambert of Oxford, seen here tossing a pass, threw for 200 yards and 4 
touchdowns versus KIPP Academy.

Oxford’s Jordan DeLeon cuts inside while rushing the football.

Zak Parmenter of Oxford reaches out in an attempt to block KIPP Acamy quarterback Juan 
Setalsingh’s pass.

Oxford’s Connor Fantasia breaks away from KIPP Academy’s defense for his third touchdown 
reception of the game.



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

DEVENS — Cameron 
Davis, an eighth grader 
on the Oxford High girls’ 
cross-country team, has 
had a stellar first season 
for the Pirates. She won 
the Southern Worcester 
County League individ-
ual championship and 
then placed second in the 
Divisional 3B qualifying 
meet to reach the Division 
3 State Championship 
race at Fort Devens on 
Saturday, Nov. 19.

Although the moment 
could have been too big 
for the 13-year-old Davis, 
she continued to pass 
with flying colors.

Davis clocked in at 
20:00.87 on the 5K course, 
averaging a 6:27 mile 
split. That was good for 
a seventh-place finish 
among 183 runners. Davis 
was the top eighth grader 
in the race.

“I think I did pretty 
well. I got out fast, but I 
think I held with it pretty 
well,” said Davis. “I just 
wanted to get in the top 
15. Being my first race, 
it’s still beginning with 

experience, 
but now 

that I know I can run 
with a lot of  these girls, 
it’s easier.”

Davis now has four 
more years to improve on 
her already impressive 
time and placement.

“It’s exciting to be at a 
young age and burst right 
through,” said Davis.

The Division 1 races 
were also held at Fort 
Devens, and the Shepherd 
Hill Regional girls’ squad 
qualified as a team. Aside 
from the 2020 COVID-19 
season, when there were 
no postseason races, the 
Rams have reached the 
States dating back until 
at least 2016, according to 
head coach Nicole Fossas.

Shepherd Hill placed 
19th, with Meghan 
Stevens leading the pace 
with a time of  20:02.59, 
which was good for 58th 
place. Other scoring 
Rams included Emery 
Mullen (79th place, 
20:18.45), Emily Hultgren 
(104th, 20:33.23), Grace 
Bateman (116th, 20:44.62) 
and Megan Andress 
(141st, 21:18.14).

“They went out there 

and they battled. That’s 
all you can do,” said 
Fossas.

Shepherd Hill was 
equipped with seniors in 
Mullen and Bateman, but 
also a new-to-cross-coun-
try sophomore in Stevens 
and a pair of  freshmen in 
Hultgren and Andress.

“They have never been 
in this type of  situation, 
and it’s unique. You’re 
condensing the talent. It’s 
concentrated, it’s intense 
and you’re in the middle 
of  the pack. You don’t 
know where you are and 
you’ve got to run hard,” 
Fossas said of  her young 
runners stepping up to 
the challenge.

Fossas was also pleased 
with how the team, which 
includes only 11 runners, 
stuck with it all season 
long and battled through 
until the State Meet.

“We couldn’t get hurt, 
they had to take care of  
themselves and they did 
all the things that I asked 
them to,” said Fossas.

In the Division 1 boys’ 
race, Shepherd Hill’s 
Andrew Trudel compet-
ed as an individual. He 
placed 117th, crossing the 
finish line in 17:22.95.
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K’Lonie 
Age 12 

Hi! My name is K’Lonie and my 
favorite color is purple! 

K’Lonie is a sweet young girl of Af-
rican-American descent who loves 
hugs and kisses. K’Lonie enjoys lis-
tening to music and humming to the 
melody. She also likes having books 
read to her and playing on the iPad. 

K’Lonie has been diagnosed with 
an Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
is currently attending a day pro-
gram where she is learning sign 
language. She is able to participate 
in her lessons and activities but re-
quires supervision when doing ac-
tivities on her own. 

Legally freed for adoption, K’Lo-
nie will thrive in an energetic and 
committed two-parent family that 
has natural supports in place. A 
family will also need to be strong 
educational advocates and comfort-
able accessing community servic-
es. K’Lonie has contact with some 
members of her birth family and an 

ideal family for K’Lonie will help her maintain these relationships. 
https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5794  
  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive 
parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is com-
pletely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent 
place to call home.

Monday Men’s Business
Single — Keith Labay 145, Mike 

Nardone 135, Dan Labay 130
Series — Jason Mahan 374, Ryan 

Pelletier 343, Dan Labay 342
Series over average — Jason Mahan 

+68

Ten Pin City
Single — Division 1: Erika LaChance 

169
                Division 2: Diane Gagnon 160
Series — Division 1: Marie Piegorsch 

489
                Division 2: Marissa Mink 504

Tuesday Chet’s Social
Single — Ryan Pelletier 131, Richard 

Girouard 127, John Dupuis 126, Diane 
Levesque 100, Kellee Tella & Kerry 
Welsh 99, Mikayla Van Dam and Dawn 
Gleason 94

Series — John Dupuis 344, Ryan 
Pelletier 342, Richard Girouard 328, 
Kerry Welsh 271, Mikayla Van Dam and 
Dawn Gleason 268, Ellen Fugatt 264

Series over average — Robert Rogers 
+63, Mikayla Van Dam +28

Wednesday Women’s Industrial
Single — Monique Pierangeli 124, 

Roberta Zacek 106, Dianne Hosegood 102
Series — Monique Pierangeli 335, 

Marie McNally 279, Tara LaLiberte 278

Series over average — Jessica 
Germain +42

Summit Tenpin
Single — Division 1: Bob Grant Jr. 231
                Division 2: Lee Standrowicz 

203
Series — Division 1: Mike Smith 656
                Division 2: Justin McGroary 

543

Thursday Morning Coffee
Single — Pat Blake 105, Sue 

Kolodziejczak 103, Carol Montpelier 102
Series — Barbara Penkala 271, Pat 

Blake 269, Carol Kondratowicz and Ruth 
Penniman 267

Series over average — Joan Wentworth 
+48

Thursday Men’s Industrial
Single — Mike Manseau 131, Joe 

Pranaitis and Ryan Pelletier 129
Series — Ryan Pelletier 359, Joe 

Pranaitis 345, David Blake 325
Series over average — David Blake 

+52

Thursday Mixed Tenpin
Single — Frank Bosma 205, Todd 

Gaucher 180, Zach Merchant 179
Series — Frank Bosma 540, Todd 

Gaucher 503, Randy Schlegel 471

MOHEGAN BOWL FALL LEAGUES,
WEEK ENDING NOV. 20

Nick Ethier photos

Oxford’s Cameron Davis

Shepherd Hill’s Meghan Stevens Emery Mullen of Shepherd Hill

Oxford’s Davis shines at Cross-Country State 
Championships, while Rams qualify as team

A Real Keeper

PHOTO REPRINTS AVAILABLE
Call Stonebridge Press for details  508-764-4325 

or drop us an email at 
photos@stonebridgepress.com
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November 1st–November 28th only!

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of four.

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Plus, don’t pay a thing for two yearsPAY NOTHING FOR ONE FULL YEAR1

FOR 1
 YEAR1

Down

$0
Monthly Payments

0
Interest
0%

Buy 1 window or door,
get 1 window or door

It’s almost like getting FREE windows and doors for a whole year!1

Replace your windows and doors this holiday season, and you’ll pay
nothing until November 2023.1 It’s a gift to yourself that won’t put a 
dent in your wallet this time of year.  

Inferior vinyl windows can cost you more in the long run.  
Choose a poor-quality vinyl window and you’ll be searching for another 
window sale in a few years! Take advantage of this sale on our Fibrex®

windows, and you’ll be set for decades!2

We make the holiday season less stressful.
Unlike most other companies, we handle the entire process, from 
selling to installation to warranty—with no middleman!

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/10/2022. You must set your appointment by 11/28/2022 and purchase by 12/10/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get 
one (1) window or entry/patio door 50% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/1/2022 and 12/10/2022. 50% off 
windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals 
$300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to 
age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See 
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. 
All rights reserved. 2See limited warranty for details. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading full service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation.com.

Limited appointments available!
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

When it comes to 
protection from the 
elements, your windows
are as essential as your 
roof and walls. Safeguard 
your home against drafts 
and replace your windows 
and doors before winter.

50% OFF1

BLACK FRIDAY
Window and Door Sale!

Countdown to

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

PAY NOTHING FOR

Down

$0
Monthly Payments

0

It’s almost like getting FREE windows and doors for a whole year!
Replace your windows and doors this holiday season, and you’ll pay
nothing until November 2023.
dent in your wallet this time of year.  

Inferior vinyl windows can cost you more in the long run.  
Choose a poor-quality vinyl window and you’ll be searching for another 
window sale in a few years! Take advantage of this sale on our Fibrex
windows, and you’ll be set for decades!

We make the holiday season less stressful.
Unlike most other companies, we handle the entire process, from 
selling to installation to warranty—with no middleman!
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Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

I have a beautiful mobile home in Ware, 
55 and older!   Call me!

Over 20 years experience!

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Wishing you a Thanksgiving full 
of great food and great company. 

Thank you for keeping me in mind 
for your real estate needs. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Mary Hicks, Realtor

Century 21, North East
Direct: 508.612.4794

Home Office: 508.867.2222
www.maryahicks.com

Over 20 years experience!

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINEDWEBSTER – 2 UNITS – $419,900

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS! Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Hardwood �oors, Modern kitchen 
and baths, Eat-in kitchen, 

Near Webster Lake, O�-street 
parking, Updated roof, siding, 

windows & electric
142 Killdeer Rd  

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Totally updated! New septic kitch-
en, Oak �oors, Carpeting, Granite 
counters, 3 baths, Home o�ce, 
Gas heating systems, New plumb-
ing, Electric, and new stainless 
steel appliances
21 River Road – $515,000

4 bedrooms. 3.5 baths, Cathedral 
ceiling sitting room, Hardwood 
�oors, Main bedroom suite - bath, 
bedroom, nursery or o�ce, Gour-
met kitchen with gas stove top
24 Woodridge Road – $649,900

STURBRIDGE – Ideal for extended Family

MILFORD – 3,000 Sq., Ft. Cape

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath. Many recent up-
dates! Oversize 2 car garage! 
Level Lot to the Shoreline. Nicely 
Landscaped! 

$705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. 
CONSERVATION APPROVAL for proposed Building, 
MASS DEP# 313-1167. 248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & Sewer accessible. 

$250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included! $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage. 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF.

$419,000.
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.

$125,000
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.

ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings! $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sun-
rises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bedroom 
Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, 
fireplace living & dining room. 2nd 
floor, 2 bedrooms with 1/2 bath! 
Lower Level walkout, fireplace Family 
Room! Half bath. 

$785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd 

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! Unique op-
portunity to Own Waterfront 
Property with an 80’ +/- ft 
sandy beach!  .22 Acre & 100’ 
rd frontage - expansion possi-
bilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, 
Garage, $811,000.SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

WOODSTOCK • 540 NORWICH 
WORCESTER TURNPIKE RTE 169

ELEGANT, AUTHENTIC COLONIAL on HISTORIC 
WOODSTOCK HILL! $689,500.

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more! 
A MUST SEE! NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   

$279,900.

ON DEPOSIT 
IN 6 DAYS

ON DEPOSIT 
IN 6 DAYS

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.

$259,000.

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE
This is the place to sell  your home!
Your ad will be 

mailed to 
50,000+ 

households 
throughout 
Southern 

Worcester County.

Call your local sales representative today!

508-764-4325



Courtesy

Dudley Woman’s 
Club hosts comedy 

fundraiser
DUDLEY — It was a merry night of  laughs at the Dudley 

Woman’s Club’s Comedy Fundraiser, 
featuring New England’s best comedi-
ans from “Funny4funds” on Nov. 11. 
Drafters Sports Cafe was the location 
where our guests enjoyed the comics, 
our raffles and a fun evening supported 
by the hard work of  our club members 
and the generosity of  our show spon-
sors. We thank all who supported or 
participated in the event that raised 
money for the DWC’s many charitable 
undertakings as well as our scholarship 
program. Big shout out to our show 
sponsors, we couldn’t have done it with-
out them:

Andrea Kane Decorative Painting
Aubuchon Hardware
CAM’S Oil Service Inc.
Choice 1 Graphics
D Mason Paving Inc.
Fins & Tales Restaurant
House Hangers
Insation Techologies
Jesse & Nicole Fletcher
Jim Kane Remodeling
LeBlanc Oil
Lolli & Pop
Marzeotti Group RE/MAX
Max Fitness Webster
O’Connor & Co. Insurance Agency
P & P General Contractors
Page Chiropractic Health Center
Precision Auto Rebuilders Inc.
Prestige Salon & Day Spa
Pro Automotive
Ruben’s Transportation
Smart Shopper
Water Lily
Webster First Federal Credit Union
Webster Five
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green

Call Paul 508-769-2351

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

NOW HIRING
HOUSEKEEPER

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com,
or send resume to 

info@salemcrossinn.com

Apply at: 
 SCM Elderbus 124 Southbridge 

Road Charlton, MA 
or send resumes to: 

info@scmelderbus.org
Call 800-321-0243 

for more information

Full-Time 
Customer Service 

Representative

TOWN OF SPENCER ~ Part-time Planning Assistant
�e Town of Spencer is seeking quali�ed applicants for the position of Planning Assistant to 
support the O�ce of Inspectional Services. Responsibilities include reviewing applications, 

providing administrative support to boards and committees, responding to inquiries from the 
public, and working on departmental projects.

Submit resume and town employment application form to 
the O�ce of Town Administrator, 

Town of Spencer, 157 Main St., Spencer, MA 01562,
 or email jbridges@spencerma.gov. 

Complete job description and application available at spencerma.gov. 
EEO Employer

NOW HIRING
Press Brake Operator 

Waterjet Operator

– Full Time Position –

Competitive wages, and Benefits.
Apply in person or send resume to 

doscosheetmetal@gmail.com

6 Grafton St., Milbury MA 01527 

p:508.865.9998 | f: 508.865.9999

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Experience old cherished traditions and create 
new ones as you celebrate the season during 

Christmas by Candlelight at the Village.

Get your tickets at
WWW.OSV.ORG

Select Nights
November 25 – December 30

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street Sturbridge, MA 01566  
508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week11am-7pm

~ ENTRANCE IN BACK~

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com 
 hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

from our family 
to yours! 

Special Thank You to our 
Loyal Customers!

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD
OPENING DAY: Nov 25th!

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com
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WE TREAT OUR PATIENTS 
WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT.  

WE WANT HEALTH INSURANCE 
TO DO THE SAME. 

All the systems of your body need to work as one to be healthy, 
and the same is true for your health care. All the parts work best 
together. �at’s why UMass Memorial Health physicians helped 

design Mass Advantage – a new Medicare Advantage plan that works 
with us to make your total experience a coordinated one. Because 

when care is coordinated, everyone feels better.

Other Medicare plans also accepted. For more information, 
visit ummhealth.org/medicare or medicare.gov. Or call 1-800-MEDICARE.

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

�
Time is 

running out!
Medicare Open 
Enrollment ends 

December 7.

Call 855-UMASS-MD (855-862-7763) (TTY:711) 
Our Medicare Resource Line is ready to answer your questions. 




