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In February 
there is

 everything
 to hope for and 

nothing
 to regret.”

BY JASON BLEAU 

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

PUTNAM — After 
three terms serving the 

51st District in the House 
of  Representatives in 
Hartford, Rick Hayes has 
announced he will not 
seek reelection this fall as 

he takes time to be with 
his family after decades 
of  services to his local 
community as a police 
official and politician.

Hayes, a Republican, 
was first elected in 
2018 and subsequently 
reelected in 2020 and 2022 
to represent Putnam, 
Thompson, and parts of  
Killingly. He said talks 
of  his retirement from 
Hartford have been ongo-
ing with his family since 
the middle of  last year 
and he finally decided 
that it was time.

“I did 31 years with 
the police department, 
and prior to that, I did 
the fire department and 
volunteer EMS. I’ve been 
very involved in the com-
munity, but being in the 
department for those 
many years, I missed a lot 
with my boys and daugh-
ters, a lot of  Christmases 
and birthdays, sporting 
events and family parties. 
We all knew it was part 
of  the job and just toler-
ated it, but now we have 
nine grandchildren who 
have reached the age of  
school events and sports. 
I just turned 65-years-old, 
so I’m not going to miss 
that stuff  again,” said 
Hayes.

While Hayes admit-
ted it was difficult being 
part of  the minority 
party in the state capi-
tal, he believes his time 
as State Representative 
was productive. While 
he promised to “hit the 
ground running” when 
he was first elected, like 
many freshman candi-
dates, he said he quick-
ly realized it takes time 
to learn the process and 
form relationships to 
help get things done. As 

Thompson 
debuts concept 
plans for full 65 

Main project
BY JASON BLEAU 

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — Last month, the Town of  Thompson 
held the fourth of  12 informational sessions discuss-
ing the planned Food Forest and Small Business 
Development Center set to be placed at 65 Main St. 
in the coming years. The Jan. 24 session primarily 
focused on the plans for the Food Forest which will be 
located on the back portion of  the property.

The town owned property at 65 Main St. once housed 
the Superintendent of  Tourtellotte Memorial High 
School and is the former home of  TEEG. The town has 
sought new uses for the property for years, eventually 
seeing an opportunity to help facilitate business growth 
with a special emphasis on agriculture. The January 
informational session welcomed Wayne Weiseman of  
the Permaculture Project who presented his first draft 
of  the concept for the planned Food Forest as well as an 
additional 3.2 acres along Riverside Park.

The conceptual plans showed the Food Forest which 
would be located behind the existing 65 Main facility. 
It also showcased plans for the larger area along the 
French River incorporating outside learning areas, 
forest restoration, a firepit, outdoor seats, and more. 
The renovated building on the property would serve 
as the central small business support center where the 
town would promote opportunities for local business 
owners to learn and enhance their growth, especially 
small agricultural and food system start-ups.

Thompson Director of  Planning & Development 
Tyra Penn-Gesek said the session delved into details 
about soil testing and the use of  runoff  stormwater 
from the 65 Main building as an added source of  irri-
gation. Members of  the public also presented questions 
about the potential expansion of  the community gar-
den program and the implementation and construction 
plans for the project.

Penn-Desek explained that public input has been 
essential to help guide officials on how to direct 

BY JASON BLEAU 

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

LEYDON, Mass. — 
The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
and the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) have 
released their prelimi-
nary report concerning 
a plane crash that killed 
three people, including a 
Woodstock man, on Jan. 
14. The report provided 
new insight including 
detailed witness accounts 
of  the accident.

The crash occurred 
at around 11:25 a.m. in 
Leydon, Mass., not long 
after the Beechcraft 
Baron 55, tail num-
ber N7345R, owned by 
Fly Lugu Flight School 
took off  from runway 
20 at Westfield-Barnes 
Regional Airport. 
According to the prelim-
inary report issued by 
the NTSB, after depart-
ing at 11:06 a.m. the air-
craft made a 180-degree 
left turn and climbed to 
between 3,000 and 3,300 
feet before making four 
alternating 360-degree 
turns and continuing 
northbound. The air-
plane climbed to 4,000 
feet before entering a 
rapid descent. The report 
confirmed that the air-
craft was not receiving 
air traffic control ser-
vices during the flight 
and there were no record-
ed radio communica-
tions. The craft impact-
ed terrain in the Leydon 
Wildlife Management 
Area, coming to rest in 
a clearing. The three 
passengers, 53-year-old 
instructor Fredrika 
Ballard of  Southwick, 
Mass., 68-year-old 
William Hampton of  
Indian Orchard, Mass., 
who owned Fly Lugu 
Flight School, and 29-year-
old Chad Davidson of  
Woodstock lost their lives 
in the crash.

According to a descrip-
tion of  the crash site 
provided in the NTSB 
report, the plane was 
located with all major 
components and no post 
impact fire damage. Both 
wings and their respec-
tive engines were still 
attached to the fuselage. 
The fuselage itself  was 
compressed and crushed 
downward. Damage was 
recorded on the right 
wing consistent with 
impacting a tree. The 
tail section was partially 
separated but remained 
intact via control cables. 
Investigators reported 
the wreckage was con-
sistent with the airplane 
landing relatively flat 
with little forward move-
ment. Icing was recorded 
on the wings and hori-
zontal stabilizers, engine 
nacelles, rudder, the 
front face of  one of  the 
left engine’s propeller 
blades, and on the nav-
igation antenna. There 
were two active AITMET 
warnings at the time of  
the accident including 
one for moderate icing. 
Reports from Orange 
Municipal Airport 
recorded winds gusting 
at 23 knots, broken clouds 
at 4,600 feet, and tempera-
tures of  around 35-degree 
Fahrenheit at the time of  
the crash. There were 
also reports of  occa-
sional severe turbulence 
between 3,000 and 16,000 
feet due to strong low-lev-
el winds. Investigators 
did not indicate wheth-
er these factors were the 
direct or indirect causes 
of  the crash.

The report also includ-
ed new witness reports 
from the scene. Initially 
it was reported that two 
witnesses walking their 
dog alerted authorities of  
the incident. The NTSB 
report clarified that these 
individuals did not see 
the plane itself  but were 
alerted by the sound of  
the engine which they 

described as “really loud 
and clunky.” The witness-
es said the engine “shut 
off  before it re-started” 
and was much quieter. 
Another witness report-
ed hearing the RPMs of  
the engine “fluctuate 
drastically” while a third 
witness said they heard 
and saw the plane flying 
“somewhat erratically” 
and turned its nose down-
ward before it “spiraled 
out of  site.” The report 
described another more 
detailed account of  the 
accident from a fourth 
witness.

“One eyewitness was 
walking his dog when he 
first heard the airplane’s 
engines and looked up. 
He said the airplane was 
‘trying to gain altitude,’ 
‘then stopped’ before 
the nose of  the airplane 
dropped and ‘made a 
straight line’ toward the 
ground,” the NTSB wrote 
in their report. “The 
airplane ‘corkscrewed’ 
straight down and went 
out of  view. The witness 
described that the air-
plane did not appear to 
make any movements 
that would indicate it was 
going to exit the spinning 
descent. The witness 
said the airplane, which 
he estimated was about 
[three quarter sof  a mile] 
away from him, descend-
ed ‘fast.’ From the time 
he first observed the air-
plane until it went out 
of  site was about eight 
seconds. The witness 
described the weather 
conditions as very windy 
(and cold), but it was not 
snowing, and the visibili-
ty was good.”

The wreckage of  the 
plane was recovered and 
transported to a secure 
facility for further exam-
ination. No exact cause 
for the crash has been 
determined as of  this 
writing and the incident 
remains under investiga-
tion.

EASTFORD — On 
the morning of  Feb. 
1, Scramble the Duck, 
Connecticut’s accu-
rate weather-predict-
ing groundhog alterna-
tive, predicted an early 
spring. In what promises 
to be another accurate 
prediction, Scramble 
revealed his forecast 
through a speech read by 
Aaron Minor: “An early 
spring—a gift to you. No 
shadow!”

Benjamin Torcellini, 
in an opening speech, 
reminded the audience of  
New England weather’s 
quirkiness with words 
from Mark Twain: “The 
weather is always doing 
something there; always 
attending strictly to busi-
ness; always getting up 
new designs and trying 
them on the people to see 
how they will go.” 

He pointed out that 
Scramble, in contrast to 
the fallibility of  ground-
hogs, has never once 
made an inaccurate pre-
diction. Once Scramble 
was introduced, he 
walked down the red car-
pet rolled out from the 
door of  his house.

Scramble then was 
placed on a clean, white 
table to allow him to 
search for a shadow. After 
careful investigation and 
communication to his 
handlers, he chose the 
scroll he wished for his 
handlers to read. Aaron 
Minor read Scramble’s 
scroll announcing an 
early spring prediction.

The scroll mentioned 
that Scramble was ded-
icated to an accurate 
prediction. In addition, 
Minor mentioned the 
faults of  Scramble’s alter-

native, Punxsutawney 
Phil. The scroll remarked, 
“No groundhog could 
prophesy these decla-
rations and forewarn-
ings.” After establishing 
Scramble’s credentials 
for better weather predict-
ing, the scroll declared 
Scramble’s prediction: 
“Warmth is on the way. 
An early spring—a gift to 
you!” Fans were ecstatic 
at the announcement.

Scramble the Duck 
is an accurate alterna-
tive to groundhogs like 
Punxsutawney Phil, 
Connecticut Chuckles, 
and others. Unlike any 
groundhog, Scramble 
guarantees perfect accu-
racy record regardless 
of  the outcome. Videos 
and pictures of  the event 
may be found on his Web 
site, scrambletheduck.
org. 

Hayes chooses not to seek re-election 

Courtesy

51st District State Rep. Rick Hayes has announced he will not seek reelection in November 
after three terms in Hartford.

Scramble the Duck, Connecticut’s 
own weather predictor, forecasts 

early spring weather

Courtesy

On the morning of Feb. 1, Scramble the Duck, Connecticut’s accurate weather-predicting 
groundhog alternative, predicted an early spring. Photo courtesy of the Scramble the Duck 
Facebook page.

FAA releases preliminary 
findings in fatal plane crash
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PUTNAM — Day 
Kimball Health (DKH) 
is expanding its cardi-
ology services with the 
formation of  the Heart 
Group and the addition 
of  Cardiologist Richard 
Soucier, M.D. With a dedi-
cation to patient-centered 
care and a collaborative 
approach, the Heart 
Group focuses on the 
heart health of  patients 
providing comprehensive 
cardiovascular services 
from preventative care to 
advanced cardiac proce-
dures.

Joining DKH from 
Trinity Health of  New 
England, Dr. Soucier 
brings a wealth of  expe-
rience and expertise to 
the Heart Group, along 
with DKH’s cardiologists 
John Modica, M.D.,Tracy 
Cormier, APRN, and 
Andrea Meyer, PA-C. Dr. 
Soucier is board-certified 
in advanced heart failure 
and transplant cardiolo-
gy. Earning his medical 
degree at Dartmouth 

Medical School, he com-
pleted a residency and fel-
lowship in cardiovascular 
diseases and a second res-
idency in internal med-
icine at the University 
of  Connecticut, where 
he also served as a post-
doctoral fellow in cardio-
vascular medicine. Dr. 
Soucier also served as an 
assistant professor and 
director of  heart failure 
population health at Yale 
School of  Medicine. 

“We are excited to 
welcome Dr. Soucier to 
our cardiology team. His 
skills, commitment to 
excellence, and clinical 
leadership perfectly align 
with the caliber of  car-
diovascular care that we 
provide to the commu-
nity, and his experience 
will be invaluable as we 
expand cardiovascular 
services in Northeast 
Connecticut,” said R. 
Kyle Kramer, chief  exec-
utive officer, Day Kimball 
Health. “The introduc-
tion of  the Heart Group 

reflects our ongoing 
commitment to meet the 
evolving needs of  this 
community, recognizes 
heart disease as a lead-
ing cause of  death within 
our region and beyond, 
and underscores the 
importance of  DKH in 
providing access to criti-
cal healthcare and ‘heart 
care’ in our region.”

“I am thrilled to be part 
of  the remarkable devel-
opments in cardiology 
services at Day Kimball 
Health. Working with a 
seasoned and collabora-
tive care team committed 
to cardiovascular excel-
lence is my passion,” said 
Dr. Soucier. “As we intro-
duce the Heart Group, 
our goal is to grow and 
enhance heart health 
services in Northeast 
Connecticut while main-
taining the level of  excep-
tional care patients here 
are accustomed to.”

According to the CDC, 
heart disease is a lead-

ing cause of  adult 
mortality in the 
United States. 
Nationally, it 
accounts for one 
out of  every five 
deaths, annual-
ly. In 2019, heart 

disease was the leading 
cause of  death among 
Connecticut residents, 
accounting for nearly 23 
percent of  all deaths. 

“In Northeast 
Connecticut, DKH’s 
Heart Group is com-
mitted to tackling this 
issue head-on by build-
ing on the work already 

being done in our car-
diology department,” 
Kramer said. “Through 
heightened awareness, 
increased preventative 
measures, and advanced 
treatments, we strive to 
reshape cardiovascular 
health in our communi-
ty.” 

The comprehensive 

cardiology services 
offered at Day Kimball 
Health encompass a wide 
range of  diagnostic, pre-
ventive, and therapeutic 
interventions. For more 
information about the 
Heart Group and our 
cardiology services, visit 
daykimball.org/cardiol-
ogy. 
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Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-ct

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!
We take pride  

in our customer 
service!

FALL SPECIALS  
NOW IN EFFECT

AFFORDABLE!
$$$$

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing! 
Certified Application Counselors can help! 

In person assistance available 
through March 2024 

Tri-Valley Office Hours on
 Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and 

Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley  
Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at 

Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster 

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you! 
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department NOW OFFERING CURBSIDE  

TRASH & RECYCLING PICKUP  
IN WOODSTOCK, CT!

Get one month FREE, when you  
sign up for a year of service

WESTON, Mass. — Regis 
College proudly announces the 
university’s Fall 2023 Dean’s 
List recognizing their outstand-
ing academic achievements.

“Being named to the Dean’s 
List is a recognition of  a stu-
dents’ semester-long unwaver-
ing commitment to their aca-
demic program,” said Provost 
and Vice President of  Academic 
Affairs Mary Erina Driscoll, 
PhD. “Regis is committed to 
building students’ character 
and confidence as they are intel-
lectually prepared for a life and 
career of  meaning through an 
inclusive and innovative envi-
ronment. Our students stead-
fast commitment to academic 
excellence is reflected in being 
named to the Dean’s List.”

To earn a spot on the Dean’s 
List, Regis sophomores, juniors, 
seniors, and professional stud-

ies students must have a GPA 
of  3.5 or higher; first-year stu-
dents must have a GPA of  3.25 or 
higher. Additional criteria can 
be found in Regis’ Academic 
Catalog.

Shannon Cunniff  of  
Woodstock 

Salena Thongsouvanh of  
Danielson 

Ashley Morin of  Thompson
Regis College is a coed univer-

sity 12 miles west of  Boston in 
Weston, Mass. founded by the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Boston 
nearly a century ago. With over 
3,200 undergraduate, graduate, 
and doctoral students enrolled 
on campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis pro-
vides an academically rigorous 
education within the schools 
of  nursing, arts and sciences, 
business and communication, 
and health sciences. In line 

with Regis’ mission of  provid-
ing innovative, industry-fo-
cused learning opportunities, 
the university offers academic 
partnerships with hospitals and 
local employers, a clinical den-
tal center in Waltham, Mass., 
and bachelor’s completion and 
accelerated nursing programs 
at its campus in Lawrence, 
Mass. The university’s 20 NCAA 
Division III athletic teams com-
pete within the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference (GNAC). 
Regis challenges, inspires, and 
supports students who are driv-
en by passion, purpose, and a 
pursuit to positively impact the 
world within a learning com-
munity that embraces inclusiv-
ity and innovation and builds 
strong character, confidence, 
and careers. Visit regiscollege.
edu to learn more.

Regis College announces Dean’s List

Day Kimball forms expands cardiology services with 
formation of “The Heart Group”

Courtesy

Day Kimball Health announces expansion of cardiology services with the introduction of the 
Heart Group (l to r): Tracy Cormier, APRN, John Modica, M.D., Richard Soucier, M.D., FACC, 
and Andrea Meyer, PA-C.

WORCESTER, Mass. — A total 
of  2,299 undergraduate students 
achieved the criteria required 
for WPI›s fall 2023 Dean›s List. 
The criteria for the WPI Dean›s 
List differs from that of  most 
other universities as WPI does 
not compute a grade point aver-
age (GPA). Instead, WPI defines 
the Dean’s List by the amount of  
work completed at the A level in 
courses and projects.

“WPI’s academic programs 
are rigorous and require a level 
of  independence beyond what is 
required in traditional courses. 
WPI students work on open-end-
ed problems for communities 
around the world. The problems 
are important and the impact 
is real” said Professor Arthur 
C. Heinricher. “Some of  this 
nation’s best and brightest stu-
dents come to WPI to study engi-
neering and science and busi-
ness and the humanities. Those 
named to the Dean’s List have 

excelled in all of  their work, and 
we are exceptionally proud of  
these outstanding students.”

The following students were 
named to the fall 2023 Dean’s List:

Vicente Bastura, from Pomfret 
Center, class of  2027, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering

Connor Dunkley, from Pomfret 
Center, class of  2027, majoring in 
Biology and Biotechnology

Connor Quinn, from 
Woodstock, class of  2025, major-
ing in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering

About Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

WPI, a global leader in proj-
ect-based learning, is a distinc-
tive, top-tier technological uni-
versity founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying the 
theory learned in the classroom 
to the practice of  solving real-
world problems. Recognized 
by the National Academy of  

Engineering with the 2016 
Bernard M. Gordon Prize for 
Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s 
pioneering project-based curric-
ulum engages undergraduates 
in solving important scientific, 
technological, and societal prob-
lems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project cen-
ters around the world. WPI offers 
more than 70 bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctoral degree pro-
grams across 18 academic depart-
ments in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social 
sciences, and the humanities 
and arts. Its faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking research 
to meet ongoing challenges in 
health and biotechnology; robot-
ics and the internet of  things; 
advanced materials and manu-
facturing; cyber, data, and securi-
ty systems; learning science; and 
more. www.wpi.edu

Worcester Polytechnic Institute announces Dean’s List



Courtesy

Day Kimball Health’s 
Employee of the Month for 
December 2023, Jim Perry, 
RN, BSN charge nurse in the 
Emergency Department at 
Day Kimball Hospital.

PUTNAM — Day 
Kimball Health (DKH) 
has named Jim Perry, 
RN, BSN, charge nurse 
for DKH’s Emergency 
Department employee of  
the month for December 
2023.

 

Perry has been a com-
mitted member of  DKH’s 
Emergency Department 
since 2001, contribut-
ing significantly to the 
care and stabilization of  
patients across various 
age groups and medical 
conditions. His respon-
sibilities range from 
addressing common colds 
to actively participating 
in cardiac resuscitations, 
demonstrating his com-
mitment to supporting 
patients during challeng-
ing moments.

 
“Jim’s dedication 

and leadership in our 
Emergency Department 
sets a high standard for 
excellence,” said Kyle 
Kramer, chief  execu-
tive officer, Day Kimball 
Health. “His commitment 
to compassionate care is 
evident in his reputation 
as a devoted nurse, a sen-
timent echoed by both col-
leagues and 
p a t i e n t s . 
With more 
than 23 
years of  

service at DKH, Jim’s 
positive impact is wide-
spread. I am proud to 
have Jim as a member 
of  Day Kimball, and I 
commend his significant 
efforts in supporting our 
patients and communi-
ty.”

 
Born in Detroit, Mich., 

Perry grew up in Putnam 
since the age of  four. 
He currently resides in 
Sterling with his wife 
Deb, who is also a nurse 
at DKH, along with their 
three cats Salem, M, and 
Luna. 

 
Day Kimball Health’s 

employee of  the month 
program is sponsored by 
Foxwoods Resort Casino 
and the Mashantucket 
(Western) Pequot Tribal 
Nation in appreciation 
of  healthcare workers 
and all they do for the 
community.
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Pomfret School, Hard Auditorium
398 Pomfret Street

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

FEBRUARY 15, 16, & 17, 2024
7:00 PM

www.pomfret.org

Healthcare in motion.

FEBRUARY 19TH  
IS MOVING DAY  
WELCOME TO OUR 3 NEW 
ORTHOPEDIC PRACTICE 
PROFESSIONALS
The Day Kimball Ortho Group is expanding, and we’re thrilled to welcome three exceptionally 
talented Advanced Practice Professionals to our team:  

 
This expansion significantly bolsters our capacity to meet the healthcare needs of patients 
throughout the region. Our devoted advanced practice team specializes in seamlessly 
overseeing patient care as part of continuous care, offering intake, and assessments. We 
cater to a range of specialties including Orthopedic Care and Surgery, Children and Adults, 
Fractures, Degenerative Joint Disease, Sports Medicine, and Total Hip & Knee Replacement. 
Schedule an appointment with our Advanced Practice Team today at (860) 963-3883.  

daykimball.org/orthopedics

12 South Main Street, Putnam CT 06260

The Ortho Group

Alyson Hernigle  
PA-C, AT-C  

 

David J. LaChance  
APRN, RNFA 

 

Michael Olm  
MS, PA-C 

Local students named 
to URI Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University 
of  Rhode Island is pleased to announce 
the Fall 2023 Dean’s List. Students 
named to the Dean’s List represent 
nearly all of  Rhode Island’s cities and 
towns, all six New England states, New 
York and New Jersey, and many other 
states and countries. They include:

Linsey Arends of  Brooklyn 
Julia Beausoleil of  Danielson 
Allison Faist of  Danielson 
Riley Hardacker of  Brooklyn 
Lily Hayes of  Danielson 
Emma Korsu of  Brooklyn 
Meaghan O’Brien of  Brooklyn 
Abigail Owens of  Dayville 
Emma Russell of  Brooklyn 
Kelsey Tichenor of  Dayville 
 Zoe Hetrick of  Putnam 
Julia Beausoleil of  Danielson 
Avery Collin of  Pomfret Center 
Allison Faist of  Danielson 
David Fleck of  Woodstock 
Lily Hayes of  Danielson 
Brian Jameson of  Woodstock 
Elias Newall-Vuillemot of  Woodstock 
Katie Papp of  Eastford 
Aubrey Rumrill of  Eastford 
Ashley Smith of  Woodstock 

To be included on the Dean’s List, 
full-time students must have complet-
ed 12 or more credits for letter grades 
which are GPA applicable during a 
semester and achieved at least a 3.30 
quality point average. Part-time stu-
dents qualify with the accumulation 
of  12 or more credits for letter grades 
which are GPA applicable earning at 
least a 3.30 quality point average.

About the University of  Rhode Island
The University of  Rhode Island is 

a diverse and dynamic community 
whose members are connected by a 
common quest for knowledge. As a 
global education leader and the state of  
Rhode Island’s flagship public research 
institution, URI offers its undergrad-
uate, graduate, and professional stu-
dents distinctive educational opportu-
nities designed to meet the global chal-
lenges of  today’s world and the rapidly 
evolving needs of  tomorrow.

Founded in 1892, URI now enrolls 
more than 18,000 students. The core of  
its Kingston Campus was named to the 
National Register of  Historic Places, 
and the University’s Narragansett Bay 
Campus is home to highly acclaimed 
oceanography and ocean engineer-
ing programs, providing unparal-
leled opportunities for students and 
researchers. As a land-, sea-, and space-
grant institution, URI is a key driver 
of  economic development in Rhode 
Island and contributes significantly to 
the health and vitality of  the state and 
New England region.

Discover more at www.uri.edu.

Day Kimball names Jim Perry 
Employee of the Month

Paws Cat Shelter hosting 
fundraising pasta dinner

PUTNAM — Paws Cat Shelter is host-
ing a pasta dinner fundraiser at Knights 
of  Columbus, 64 Providence St., Putnam 
on Sunday, Feb. 25 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Meal includes pasta, meatballs, sausage, 
garlic bread and salad.  Eat in or take 
out. 

Tickets are $15 each and are available 
at the Paws Cat Shelter in Woodstock, 
Knights of  Columbus in Putnam and 
Joseph Jewelers in Putnam. 

For more information, contact Paws 
at 860-315-1228.
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Fascination with flight 
dates back centuries. 
English cleric Roger Bacon 
wrote about mechanical 
f l i g h t 
a r o u n d 
1250 A.D., 
a c c o r d -
ing to the 
L i b r a r y 
o f  
Congress. 
Leonardo 
da Vinci 
designed 
f l y i n g 
machines 
and a parachute from 1485 to 
1500. The first aerial voyage 
took place in 1783 when Jean 
François Pilâtre de Rozier 
and Marquis d’Arlandes 
took flight in a Montgolfier 
hot-air balloon. Two years 
later in 1785, Jean-Pierre 
Blanchard and John Jeffries 
crossed the English Channel 
by balloon. DaVinci’s para-
chute design was put to use 
in 1797, when André Jacques 
Garnerin made the first 
human parachute descent 
from a balloon.

Both powered flight and 
winged flight were being 
considered in 1843 when 
aeronautical engineering 
pioneer George Cayley pub-
lished a biplane design. 
Henri Giffard used a steam 
engine to propel a cigar 
shaped aircraft in 1852. In 
1891, Otto Lilienthal began 
successful gliding experi-
ments and in 1895 he began 
flying his biplanes. Hu used 
split willow framed wings 
covered with cotton, resem-
bling bird wings. His biplane 
was considered the most 
influential winged aircraft 
prior to the Wright Brothers.

On Dec. 17, 1903, two broth-
ers who owned a bicycle shop 
in Dayton, Ohio made the 
first airplane flight. Wilbur 

a n d 
O r v i l l e 
W r i g h t 
flew a 
12-horse-
p o w e r 
gasoline 
e n g i n e 
powered 
a i rc r a f t 
for 12 
s e c o n d s 
a b o v e 
the sand 
d u n e s 
of  Kitty 
H a w k , 
N.C.

L a t e r 
in the 

1900s, record-breaking pilots 
were considered heroes. 
Charles A. Lindbergh com-
pleted the first solo, nonstop 
trans-Atlantic flight in 1927. 
In 1932, Amelia Earhart 
became the first woman to 
fly a solo non-stop trans-At-
lantic flight. Later in 1947, 
Charles E. Yeager’s Bell X-1 
became the first aircraft to 
exceed the speed of  sound in 
level flight.

As you might expect, there 
are collectors who appreci-
ate the history of  flight or 
have fond memories of  air-
lines and collect airplane 
related memorabilia. 

Locally, the “Worcester” 
Airport opened in North 
Grafton in 1927. Over 30,000 
people witnessed stunt fly-
ers, parachuters, and mili-
tary pilots when the airport 
opened. We sold a program, 
ticket, and first day cover 
from the event for $150 in 
our December 2022 auction. 
Some other early aviation 
medals sold well in our last 
auction this past January. A 
sterling silver 1919 New York 
Aeronautical Expedition 
commemorative medal sold 
for $140 and a bronze medal 
commemorating Admiral 
Byrd’s Flights over the 
Arctic and Antarctica sold 
for $550. 

As for more recent his-
tory, Pan American World 
Airways (Pan Am) was 
founded in 1927. It was 
considered to be the lead-
ing international carri-
er after World War II. In 
1943, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt needed a plane 
to fly to a conference in 
Morocco and chose a Pan 
AM Boeing 314 Clipper. 
Other presidents including 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John 
F. Kennedy, and Richard 
Nixon also flew on Pan Am 
flights staffed by some of  
their finest employees. We 
auctioned memorabilia from 
the estate of  a stewardess 
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To the Editor:
This past year, the 118th Congress passed 

26 bills into law. This is the least productive 
Congress in 90 years.     
       

     The make-up of  the House of  
Representatives is 221 Republicans, and 213 
Democrats. The Senate has 49 Republicans, 48 
Democrats, and 3 Independents. Republicans 
hold the majority in Congress.

     Last year, the 117th Congress passed 365 

laws, the 116th Congress passed 344, and 443 
were passed by the 115th Congress.

     In January 2023, the new Republican 
House majority voted 15 times, the most need-
ed to name a speaker in 100 years. 

     Time for the nation to vote responsibility 
for representatives that will drain the now 
stagnant swamp.

Ray WishaRt
PomfRet DemocRatic toWn committee 

Republicans hold the record for disfunction   

Aircraft 
memorabilia

Leading 
with purpose: 
Prioritizing 
local issues 
over the 

 culture war
At a time when communities far and 

wide face pressing challenges like home-
lessness, substance misuse, and the need 
for unity, it is essential that our local 
leaders redirect their focus towards the 
issues that truly matter. Rather than 
engaging in divisive cultural battles, 
true leadership demands a dedication to 
improving the daily lives of  residents by 
addressing local concerns. 

One of  the most pressing issues in 
many communities today is homeless-
ness. Our woods and streets are home 
to many individuals who are struggling 
to find shelter and support. This issue 
should take precedence over divisive 
cultural debates, as it directly impacts 
the well-being and safety of  our very 
own community members.

Similarly, the challenge of  substance 
misuse is a significant concern that 
requires our leaders’ full attention. 
Addiction affects not only the individ-
uals grappling with it but also their 
families and communities. Local leaders 
should work collaboratively to establish 
effective rehabilitation and support pro-
grams that address this issue head-on, 
instead of  allowing it to be overshad-
owed by polarizing cultural discussions.

A true leader understands the impor-
tance of  bridging gaps rather than cre-
ating divisions. In an era marked by 
increasing polarization, it is incumbent 
upon our local leaders to strive for unity. 
Their role should be to bring residents 
together, encouraging dialogue and 
understanding among diverse groups. 
Creating a sense of  community and soli-
darity should be a top priority, as it helps 
build a stronger, more resilient society.

It is crucial to recognize that small, 
symbolic issues like the presence of  a 
two-inch pride sticker on a public build-
ing’s door should not distract us from 
the substantial problems at hand. A 
leader’s duty is to prioritize actions that 
will improve the daily lives of  every-
one in the community. While diverse 
perspectives are important, focusing on 
such symbolic issues detracts from the 
time and resources that could be better 
allocated to address actual challenges. 

Furthermore, thriving businesses are 
an integral part of  a flourishing com-
munity. Local leaders should work tire-
lessly to create an environment where 
businesses can thrive. A prosperous 
economy enables residents to access 
better opportunities and services, thus 
improving their quality of  life.

Effective local leadership necessitates 
a clear focus on the issues that direct-
ly impact our community’s well-being, 
such as homelessness, substance mis-
use, and unity. Divisive cultural debates, 
while important in their own right, 
should not overshadow these pressing 
concerns. A true leader, one with cour-
age, prioritizes the needs of  their con-
stituents, brings people together, and 
strives to build a stronger, more resilient 
community. By doing so, they ensure 
that businesses thrive, basic needs are 
met, and everyone can enjoy a higher 
quality of  life. 

The Great Dark Light
To the Editor:
We, the most powerful Democrats, were 

so excited to have a gathering to share our 
foolish lives and how we became the follow-
ers of  the Great Dark Light. As they gath-
ered together, the many, Nancy Pelosi, Barack 
Obama, Joe Biden (the big guy), Adam Schiff, 
Jerry Nadler, Jim Comey, John Brennan, 
James Clapper, and several others who were 
there to praise each other for their unpatri-
otic service. They were all laughing, dancing, 
patting each other on the backs, with plenty 
of  hugs and kisses as Nancy served them 
drinks. Then all of  a sudden, a Great Dark 
Light appeared and they all fell on their faces 
with joy, knowing that help had now arrived.

Of  course, as usual, Adam Schiff  stood first 
and spoke. “Oh Great Dark Light, we would 
really like to cancel the filibuster with the 
Republicans. We don’t want to debate,” and 
they all agreed with praise, and the Great 
Dark Light said, “Well, then the people would 
never know the whole truth, and then either 
party would abuse the minority.” 

Then Jerry Nadler said, “We don’t care, 
Great Dark Light. We did a great job making 
sure that all the social media platforms would 
never allow any conservatives, especially 
Trump supporters, to express their opinion 
in the 2016 and the 2020 elections, and that 
worked perfectly.” So the Great Dark Light 
said, “I will think about it.”

Then Nancy Pelosi stood ready to speak 
without her mask and messy hair as someone 
shouted, “Nancy, where’s your mask?” She 
shouted back and said that Gavin Newsom 
didn’t have his, and then Gavin yelled back 
“You have to blame me?” Then the Great 
Dark Light said “All right, hypocrites, calm 
down.” Finally, Nancy got her composure 
and spoke. “Oh Great Dark Light, remember 
when Trump called me and wanted me to 
send hundreds more National Guard to the 
Capitol before Jan. 6 and I never responded 
back?” As she was laughing, she said, “We got 
him. We had all the support we needed from 
the FBI and DOJ head Merrick Garland. He 
got hundreds of  those who never went into 
the Capitol and just stood around hundreds 
of  yards away, who were not involved at all 
but were arrested anyway and put in jail for 
many, many months for trespassing.” 

Then all the Democrats applauded with 
praise. Someone yelled, “Where’s Liz 
Cheney?” Then another one yelled out, laugh-
ing, saying “Hey, remember how proud we 
were when we gave full support to BLM 
and allowed hundreds of  businesses to be 
destroyed, burnt down or looted, and many 
policemen and women who were shot and 
killed or wounded while several of  our party 
members were calling for Defund the Police 
while we allowed Antifa and BLM to run up 
billions of  dollars in damage?” Then some-
one said, “Remember when they took over a 
whole block in Seattle, burnt down a church, 
a police department building, and remember 
when Kamala helped bail anyone out who 
was arrested in that summer of  love? Kamala 
was so proud.”

Then Barrack Obama stood up and faced 
the Great Dark Light and asked, “We all here 
agreed to do away with the Electoral College, 
as you have seen that we won the public vote 
but lost the presidency. Think of  it, Great 
Dark Light; then we would only need a couple 
of  states to win the big office.” They all shook 
their heads in agreement. The Great Dark 
Light said, “Then what about all the other 
states?” Then Jerry Nadler yelled out “Who 
cares about them? I’m from New York!”

Adam Schiff  stood and said, “How about 
you allow us to stack the courts, and then we 
could control all legal matters?” Shouts of  
praise filled the air – “Yes! Yes! Yes” 

Then Jon Brennan said, “Remember, Great 
Dark Light, how me and James Clapper knew 
ahead of  time about the Russian Collusion 
story and how it was a complete lie, and we 
were able to pull the rug out from most of  the 
country’s feet except Fox News” — everyone 
booed — “and how we lied continually to the 
American people with the help of  ABC, CBS, 
NBC, MSNBC, CNN, and all the social media 
platforms so we would have complete control 
of  the media?” Then you could hear someone 
saying in the background, “I hate Fox News.” 
Then Ji Comey yelled out, “I wrote up the 
fake dossier; hey, I was in that too.”

Then all of  a sudden appeared, like a ghost, 
Harry Reid, whispering “Remember I lied 
about Mitt Romney paying taxes?” laughing, 
“I got away with that one.”

Now the Great Dark Light looked around 
and said, “Wow, you all have done a great job 
by yourselves. Then why do you need me?” 
Then Chuck Schumer said, “Well, because 
of  my threat to Brett Kavanaugh and Neil 
Gorsuch, someone almost killed Kavanaugh 
and Republican Sen. Rand Paul got his ribs 
broken. We need your help in many other 
ways.”

Then Maxine Waters said, “Look how many 
people who supported Trump were faced 
by my constituents when we shouted mean 
words at them, broke up their lunch gath-
erings and dinners, and we ran them out of  
town.” They all laughed and said, “Great job, 
Maxine.” 

Then, in a very quiet voice, Republican 
George Santos said, “Remember me?” They 
were all startled. Who let him in? They all 
looked at each other, raising their shoulders. 
Then Hillary Clinton stood up and looked at 
the Great Dark Light and said, “Thank you, 
Great Dark Light, for giving me the idea 
of  how to bleach bit thousands of  e-mails. 
Whew! I got away with that one. They only 
found 20,000 wedding pictures.” Then Bill 
cried out, “You forgot to bleach bit that pic-
ture with me and that young girl!” “Shut up, 
Bill,” said Hillary.

Finally, the Great Dark Light said “Enough. 
I heard you all very clear. I am somewhat mys-
tified. Yes, you are great liars; yes, complete 
control freaks; yes, total domination freaks; 
and even asking for a dictatorship party, but 
seeing I am the Great Dark Light, promise 
me that we can’t say anymore America voters 
who vote Republican are white supremacists. 
It’s a little embarrassing, as there are millions 
of  us white Democrats also.” You could hear 
Biden crying as they all surrounded him. “It’s 
OK, Joe, you still get the 10 percent.” Then a 
smile appeared on his face when Hunter said, 
“I’ll make sure of  that.” Then someone shout-
ed in a very loud voice, “Does anyone need 
gold?” They all looked around, and it was 
Democrat Sen. Bob Menendez with a smile 
as Biden was raising his hand. The Great 
Dark Light was trying to control the crowd 
when Rashida Talib, waving the Palestinian 
flag, screaming “From the River to the Sea!” 
and then there were many others trying to 
crash the gathering, yelling “What about me, 
what about me?” Then all of  a sudden, poof ! 
The Great Dark Light disappeared. You could 
hear in the far distance “Wow, what a bunch 
of  deplorables.”

Kevin W. macK
noRth GRosvenoRDale

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estAtes

Frank G. Chilinski
presideNT/publisher

Brendan BeruBe
ediTor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:
Wherever you live, you can always find a 

government department to complain about. 
That’s in any state. I complain as much as the 
next guy about town government not doing 
their job, or I’m not receiving the services 
my outrageously high Connecticut taxes are 
paying for. You know what I’m talking about. 
Paying in Thompson over $3,000 yearly in 
home taxes when the same size house and 
property in Arizona cost me $800. That with 
police service, something Thompson doesn’t 
have unless you call the state. Or paying year-
ly vehicle taxes of  $700 when in Arizona, you 
pay $0. You get the idea.

On occasion, when something happens 
that’s worth sharing and is positive, I’m like 
a lot of  others in the area. I don’t. This time, 
I want to share with you the outstanding 
job the Thompson Highway Department did. 
During the last three storms, leaves blocked 
a drain on Pasay Road. Water backed up and 
froze, covering 50 percent of  the road. This 
forced traffic going downhill into a blind cor-

ner, over the center line. Just a matter of  time 
before a major head-on crash. 

In addition to this, we have a mini school 
bus stopping twice daily just past the ice 
patch, on a hill and a corner.

I sent an e-mail to the town hall and high-
way department on this issue. Twice, they 
showed up with a plow and sander to scrape 
it down. Then, they came back with a plow 
and sander and front-end loader. They did a 
great job! Area completely cleared. Thank 
you, Thompson highway crew!

For those who live on streets that need 
improvement and don’t feel the same way I do 
about that department, call your selectmen. 
Tell them your issue and ask them to increase 
the highway budget. Allow more staff, a new 
ten-wheel sander and more funds for repaving 
streets like Spicer Road in Thompson.

Hats off  to Joe and his crew; keep up the 
good work.

Joe BlanchaRD
thomPson

Hats off to Thompson’s Highway Department
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To the Editor:
Here are a few of  my thoughts and 

observations concerning the recent 
turmoil surrounding U.S. immigration 
legislation/executive action scenari-
os being presented by the news media 
and with what facts and laws I could 
find on-line.  I agree with House of  
Representatives Speaker Johnson in his 
statement that this is a very complex 
situation;  however, it is the function of  
Congress–not me as a member of  the 
voting public– to pass laws and appro-
priate funds. Unraveling the complexity 
needs to fall to professional law-makers, 
I would think.

There have been such confusing dif-
ferences about who exactly is responsi-
ble for making necessary changes about 
quotas, enforcement, who-gets-in-and-
who-is-rejected–all mixed in with fears, 
racism, fentanyl, human trafficking–
eek!  All I can see thus far (as of  Jan. 
31) is that government officials who 
should be cooperating during a “border 
emergency” to find areas of  agreement 
or compromise: are not.

It looks like back in November, when 
funding for military assistance to 
Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan was on the 
brink of  being submitted for congres-
sional action, enough lawmakers stated 
that the “border crisis” was of  equal 
importance and needed to be included 
in any such appropriations, that mem-
bers of  the Senate took that serious-
ly and began bipartisan negotiations 
among members of  that body to formu-
late such a law.

Meanwhile, the House of  
Representatives passed the “Secure the 
Border Act,” containing what many 
Senators described as extreme mea-
sures that they could not support.  I 
don’t believe that they ever took that 
up, instead formulating their bipartisan 
Senate version which as of  this date has 
not been released for the public to find 
out about.  Because it was a bipartisan 
effort–neither position winning every-
thing they wanted–one would expect 
it has/had a good chance of  winning 
passage.

As of  today, House Speaker Johnson 
just stated from the House floor that it 
is not the responsibility of  Congress to 
fix the border mess, but that the execu-
tive branch can legally close the border.  
Well, is this true?  In trying to fact-check 
that, and following a press conference by 
former President Trump, I researched 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
of  1980, which he referenced in his 
remarks.

This act was passed during President 
Carter’s administration and  apparently 
set a 50,000-refugee ceiling cap.  The act 
makes provision for exceeding that num-
ber, which President George H.W. Bush 
did under emergency authorization, 
maybe during the influx of  Cuban ref-
ugees?  He increased the admissions per 
year during his term to almost 120,000 
per year.  I could not find evidence that 
this Immigration and Nationality Act 
provided for lowering the number of  ref-
ugees lawfully allowed, and Mr. Trump 
was apparently the only president to 
lower the refugee ceiling number. I guess 
this lowering of  the number of  refugees 
was never challenged (?), so that may be 
the basis for his insistence that the exec-
utive branch has the authority to “shut 
down the border.”

According to my online research, 
the last time comprehensive immigra-
tion law was passed by Congress–not 
by the executive branch–was with the 
Immigration Act of  1990, which capped 

the number of  immigrants at 700,000 
annually and set standards for immigra-
tion.  In 2001, undoubtedly in response to 
the 9/11 attacks, the Real ID Act restrict-
ed who could apply for asylum and the 
Secure Fence Act of  2006 brought the 
process of  building a fence across the 
Mexico-U.S. border.  

Now, I must pause here to wonder 
why the fence had to be at the southern 
border when it was the Canadian border 
that was crossed by the mostly Saudi 
terrorists who attacked us.  This is why 
I think racism cannot be separated from 
these attempts at immigration/asylum 
legislation.

Former President Obama’s adminis-
tration in 2013 attempted to have com-
prehensive immigration reform enact-
ed including provisions for creating a 
“road” to U.S. citizenship, reforms to 
labor laws, and securing of  U.S. sov-
ereignty, among other changes and 
updates.  The legislation passed in the 
Senate but was not taken up in the 
House of  Representatives, so President 
Biden is still governing under laws that 
are decades old.

So can this be solved by impeach-
ing Secretary of  Homeland Security 
Alejandro Mayorkas?  While his suc-
cessful removal appears unlikely with 
a two-thirds majority vote of  the House 
required and a Democratic majority in 
the Senate, if  he were removed, why 
would a different DHS Secretary change 
the situation we are in right now?

Sorry, but this appears to be an 
attempt at distraction by a group of  
congresspeople who are not willing–
or capable?--of  rolling up their sleeves 
and engaging in a bipartisan effort to 
improve the situation instead of  “win-
ning” or “losing.”  I think most of  us 
have enough to be concerned about in 
our daily lives without hearing threats 
of  “illegal aliens” invading northeast 
Connecticut and all the frightening sto-
ries that go with it.  

Finally, it is almost a cliche, but almost 
everyone I know–and including myself  
and my beloved family–are here because 
our ancestors were immigrants. The 
only exceptions I know of  are indig-
enous people and those Black people 
whose ancestors were kidnapped from 
Africa and forced into slavery here.  Can 
we not empathize at least in Christian 
love with families and individuals who 
are seeking asylum or trying for a better 
life here in this country that we love?  
Being fortunate enough to be born here 
is no cause for individual superiority, 
just gratitude for our good fortune.  

This is a very difficult letter to send 
because almost no one will agree with 

what I am writing.  I am not asking for 
agreement, but only that readers use 
their own minds (and maybe hearts as 
well) to think, rather than swallowing 
someone else’s point of  view–especially 

when that view brings a selfish reward 
to that person.

Respectfully,
Claudia Allen
Thompson

Some thoughts on the immigration problem
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Healthcare in motion.

WHEN TAKING CARE OF 
YOUR HEART DEMANDS  
A CONVERSATION,  
HAVE IT WITH AN EXPERT.  
OR FOUR.
Introducing The Heart Group at Day Kimball Health, where our award-winning 
cardiologists and advanced practice professionals prioritize exceptional patient 
experiences. From authentic conversations and quick appointments to empathy  
and compassion, we’re committed to your heart health and to you as an individual.  
Discover the difference at Day Kimball Health.

daykimball.org

To the Editor:
President Biden compares himself  to 

President Franklin Roosevelt, but in 
reality, he is more like President Lyndon 
Johnson.  Biden’s blind support for 
Israel matches Johnson’s fervor for that 
foreign nation.  And Biden’s support 
for Israel’s longtime goal of  ethnical-
ly cleansing Palestine of  Palestinians, 
including the use of  genocide, is mak-
ing the Middle East and the world less 
safe for Americans.

South Africa’s successful case against 
Israel in the ICJ implicates the United 
States with aiding and abetting Israel’s 
plausible genocide against Palestinians.  
With suspending funds to UNRWA, the 
United States is now directly participat-
ing in the genocide against Palestinians 
in Gaza, who are on the brink of  famine.  
Since the United States and Western 
Europe helped install the state of  Israel 
upon the indigenous population in 
Palestine, we and they have a moral 
responsibility to help the displaced 
Palestinians.

Our troops in the Middle East are 
under near constant attacks from an 
inflamed population that is witnessing 
the genocide of  Gazans.  Israel and its 
fascist government is the source of  this 
violence.  Netanyahu is using a “wag the 
dog” strategy to keep himself  in power 
so he can avoid prison on corruption 
charges.  He is not only wagging Israel; 
he is also wagging the United States.  

And Bibi wants to expand the war into 
neighboring countries.  Will President 
Biden follow Bibi’s lead and risk more 
American lives?

This year, the Summer Olympics will 
be held in Paris, France.  Not only will 
Israeli athletes and fans be under con-
stant threats, but so will Americans.

Later this year, the DNC will hold 
their convention in Chicago, Ill.  I was 
seven years old when Democrats held 
their 1968 convention in the same city.  
I remember the violence outside the 
convention halls.  It was not a good 
look for Democrats.  The Democrats lost 
the White House that year, largely due 
to President Johnson’s support for the 
Vietnam War.

Will the conflict in Gaza and his 
support for genocide in Gaza destroy 
Biden’s chances for re-election?

Arab and Muslim Americans, who 
helped Biden win the swing states 
of  Michigan, Georgia, Arizona and 
Pennsylvania, have initiated an 
“Abandon Biden” strategy.  According to 
recent polls, Biden is losing all or most 
of  the swing states.  Winning the state 
of  Connecticut will be a pyrrhic victory 
if  President Biden loses all or most of  
those swing states.

Tersa M. BarTon
Dayville

To the Editor:
House Speaker Johnson says it’s 

“dead on arrival.”  The bi-partisan 
immigration bill - which Dems and Reps 
toiled over for months, and which prom-
ised that Congress would finally make 
headway in crafting more reasonable 
legislation to regulate immigration - is 
“dead on arrival.”  All because  Mr. 
Trump wants to make immigration a 
hot button political issue and campaign 
on it.  He doesn’t want it solved, because 
he wants the credit for solving it.  Wow.  

Put our border states -- and the 
immigrants fleeing to a safe country 
-- at risk for Trump’s campaign strategy.  

Legislation like this hasn’t been tackled 
for some fifty years, and Congress is 
finally about to make headway.  But, 
due to Trump’s stranglehold on the 
Republican legislators, it is dead on 
arrival.  Never mind the fact that we 
are betraying our Ukrainian friends 
and encouraging Putin to continue his 
bloody aggression.  

I hope this signals to voters that 
Trump’s bid for the presidential nomi-
nation is also dead on arrival.

Karen ryKer
WooDsTocK

It shouldn’t be weird 
 to get involved in a 

democracy
 
To the Editor:
 
I’m obviously too much of  an eccen-

tric nerd in my old age.  Chalk that up 
to years of  being bullied, picked on, and 
largely being a lone wolf  just trying to 
make something of  myself, plus being 
a long time science and technology guy 
who’s been into computers for decades.  
However, somewhere in my nerdy intro-
verted complete lack of  social skills I 
played a little catchup and heard that 
apparently in Putnam if  you show up 
to a selectmen or board/commission 
meeting your representatives get ner-
vous because they’re wondering why 
you’re there, especially if  you don’t say 
anything.

If  that’s really how it works and not 
just an opinion floating around, we’re 
doing it wrong.

 If  you live in a town, pay taxes, drive 
to work on roads the town should be 
maintaining, etc., you have a stake in 
the game.  It’s perfectly reasonable and 
logical to want to know what’s going on 
in your town and where your money’s 
going, but if  so few people show up 
besides the “regulars” that an unfa-
miliar face in the crowd immediately 
gets someone thinking, “Why are they 
here?” then what exactly are we doing?

 We’ve lost something as a constitu-
tional republic if  citizens speaking up 
and giving a darn about what’s going 
on in their communities is an instant 
recipe for things to get completely awk-
ward.

 Jay GerharT
PuTnaMJ

Dead on arrival

Biden’s blind support for Israel my cost him re-election



BY HOLLY C. WANEGAR

If  you’ve got children, 
tax season is actually a 
great time to strategize 
on how you can maxi-
mize savings for their 
education. Why? Because 
leveraging a 529 college 
savings plan could offer 
the opportunity to divert 
money you might oth-
erwise pay into taxes 
toward your child’s col-
lege savings fund instead. 

A 529 Plan is a tax-ad-
vantaged savings account 
designed specifically for 
education costs. Here’s a 

look at the account’s key 
tax benefits, and some 
smart strategies for max-
imizing your 529.

What is a 529 Plan?
529 plans are invest-

ment accounts sponsored 
by states and managed 
by financial institutions. 
When you contribute to 
a 529, your money grows 
tax-deferred, and dis-
tributions are tax-free 
when used for qualified 
education expenses like 
tuition, fees, books, sup-
plies, computers, and 
room and board.  

There are two main 
types of  529 plans: sav-
ings plans, which are 
more conservative invest-
ments like CDs, and pre-
paid tuition plans, which 
lock in future tuition 
rates at in-state public 
colleges. Both offer valu-
able tax perks but bear in 
mind that the prepaid tui-
tion plan is not available 
in all states and limits 
the flexibility to a specif-
ic college or university.

Major Tax Advantages
Tax-Deferred Growth -  

The money you contrib-

ute grows tax-deferred. 
Unlike a regular invest-
ment account, you don’t 
pay taxes on the account’s 
earnings each year. This 
enables more efficient 
growth. Distributions are 
100% tax-free when used 
for qualified education 
expenses. This includes 
tuition, fees, books, sup-
plies, computers, and 
now up to $10,000 per 
year for K-12 tuition.   

State Income Tax 
Deductions - Over 
30 states (including 
Connecticut) offer a state 
income tax deduction 
for contributing to your 
own state’s 529 plan. For 
example, a $5,000 contri-
bution would lower your 
taxable income by $5,000.  

Estate Planning - 
Money in a 529 is con-
sidered an asset of  the 
account owner, not the 
beneficiary. It can be a 
smart way to make large 
gifts without gift tax 
issues. 

Flexibility - You can 
change the beneficiary 
to another eligible fami-
ly member without pen-
alties. Recent legislation 
now allows unused funds, 
up to $35,000, to be rolled 
over to a Roth IRA for the 
current beneficiary if  the 
plan has been under the 
beneficiary’s name for 
at least 15 years. Bear in 
mind that the beneficia-
ry can only roll over up 
to the maximum annual 
Roth IRA contribution 
limit each year, and the 
lifetime rollover limit is 
$35,000 per 529 account 
beneficiary.

Maximizing Your 529
Here are some savvy 

strategies to make the 
most of  a 529’s tax perks:

1. Front-load contribu-

tions with up to 5 years of  
the annual gift tax exclu-
sion amount at once. This 
accelerates tax-deferred 
growth. 

2. Take advantage of  
your own state’s income 
tax deduction if  avail-
able. 

3. Name yourself  as 
account owner and your 
child as beneficiary. You 
remain in control of  
the funds, but they are 
excluded from your tax-
able estate.

4. Consider an aggres-
sive investment strategy 
when your child is young 
to maximize tax-deferred 
growth. Then gradually 
shift to a more conserva-
tive investment strategy 
as college nears. 

5. Use 529 funds to 
pay student loans (up 
to $10,000 lifetime) or 
apprenticeship costs to 
take advantage of  tax-
free withdrawals.

6. For unused funds, 
elect to change the bene-
ficiary or roll over up to 
$35,000 into a Roth IRA to 
protect the tax deferred 
growth and reallocate the 
funds towards retirement 
savings.

529 plans offer unique 
tax advantages that 
make them one of  the 
best college savings vehi-
cles available. Following 
smart strategies can help 
you maximize their bene-
fits and watch your edu-
cation funds grow, while 
also potentially helping 
to reduce your tax bur-
den. These kinds of  
comprehensive financial 
life strategies are what 
we’re focused on at WHZ, 
through our “Plan Well.  
Invest Well. Live Well.™” 
strategic financial plan-
ning process. 

Wondering if  you have 
(or will have) enough 
saved for your child’s 
education? Use the col-
lege planning calculator 
on our website at www.
whzwealth.com/resourc-
es to start and get in 
touch with us for a com-
plimentary consultation 
to see how our process 
can support your college 
savings, tax savings, and 
retirement savings strat-
egies to help you achieve 
your financial life goals 
and ultimately Live 
Well. Call (860) 928-2341 
or book a consultation 
on our website at www.
whzwealth.com. 

Authored by Associate 
Vice President, Wealth 
Advisor Holly C. Wanegar, 
CFP®. Securities and 
advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment 
Adviser. These materi-
als are general in nature 
and do not address your 
specific situation. For 
your specific investment 
needs, please discuss 
your individual circum-
stances with your rep-
resentative. Weiss, Hale 
& Zahansky Strategic 
Wealth Advisors does 
not provide tax or legal 
advice, and nothing in 
the accompanying pages 
should be construed 
as specific tax or legal 
advice. 697 Pomfret St., 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
and 392-A Merrow Rd., 
Tolland, CT 06084. 860-928-
2341. www.whzwealth.
com. 
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
For a bit of  recent history, I recommend the book “Strongemen” by Ruth Ben-

Ghiat. Interesting, informative reading.
Pat Charron

north Grosvenordale

 To the Editor:
  I certainly expected that Donald 

Trump’s recent incident (or incidents, 
if  you’d prefer) of  confusion would be 
mentioned here, and that his cogni-
tive ability would be questioned.  Fair 
enough, but is that supposed to null 
and void the fact that President Biden’s 
been having these same issues for how 
long now?  Like “Dementia Joe” doesn’t 
hold the record of  not being able to put 
coherent sentences together, and who’s 
made more verbal gaffes than he has?  
(And yes, it does go both ways.)  But pay 
no attention to any of  that, and when 
Donald Trump can’t find his way to 
the podium, starts walking mindlessly 
around when making public appearanc-
es and has to be rescued by the Easter 
Bunny, or asks a dead person to stand 
up when addressing a crowd like our 
President has, then I’ll have reason to 
doubt Trump’s mental health. 

    As for the Biden administration 
as of  lately realizing that something 
actually has to be done about the border 
crisis - wasn’t there two years when 
President Biden and the democrats con-
trolled both the House and the Senate, 
so why didn’t they do something about 
it then?  And if  you want to fast for-
ward to today, the unwillingness of  our 
Congress to work together on this issue 
certainly isn’t helping.  Yes, it does 
have something to do with it being an 
election year, but it’s shameful that it’s 

gone on for as long as it has.  Impeach 
Mayorkis!  

    Recently, Pelosi (and notice that I 
didn’t use that other word), when con-
fronted by pro-Palestinian protestors 
at her home, told them to “go back to 
China because that’s where your head-
quarters is.”  (Imagine if  Donald Trump 
had said that?)  She also suggested that 
some are connected to Russia, and that 
the FBI should investigate that.  Well 
really?  How about the FBI investigating 
your son’s shady business dealings asso-
ciated with his San Francisco Mission 
District flop house, and is it true that 
he’s avoided federal persecution for the 
seventh time now?  According to recent 
reports, two individuals tied to Pelosi’s 
son and the flop house are facing impris-
onment for their involvement in money 
laundering and mail fraud.  Concerns 
have been raised about the lack of  
indictment for Pelosi Jr. who was said to 
have paid bribes for building permits on 
his flop house, and why his involvement 
in multiple other federal cases hasn’t 
resulted in any allegations against him.  
Yes, there is this thing called “innocent 
until proven guilty,” but then maybe 
Mommy’s name swings a lot of  weight 
with the prosecutors?

ed deluCa
north Grosvenordale

An informative read

 Trump’s cognitive slips don’t negate Biden’s

who flew with Presidents Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, and Nixon on their chartered 
flights. A signed Richard Nixon photo 
and other memorabilia sold for $275. A 
1950s or 1960s stewardess cap with pin 
brought $350. A Pan Am clock shaped 
like an instrument panel landed at $500 
and three silver appreciation tokens 
from President Eisenhower soared to 
$2,400.

We are accepting comic books, sports 
cards & memorabilia, and collectibles 
consignments for the next week. We are 
also accepting consignments for our 
multi-estate auction with gold jewel-

ry, sterling silver, coins, art, antiques 
and collectibles. My “Evaluating your 
Antiques” class will be on March 5th 
at the Bay Path Evening School in 
Charlton. I’ll also be at the Learning 
in Retirement event in Danielson, 
Connecticut on May 6. Please note the 
date correction from my last column. 
Please visit our Web site, https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com, for links to other 
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for 
auction information at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles 
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).

ANTIQUES
continued from page     A4

529 tax benefits:  A great way to save for education

Loss is a part of  
everyone’s life, as 
common as the air 
we breathe. It’s one 
of  those things we 
all face – the deep 
sadness of  saying 
goodbye.

It could be the 
final goodbye to a family 
member, a close friend, 
or someone else we hold 
dear. We know these 
moments are coming, but 
that doesn’t make them 
any easier. They’re like 
uninvited guests who 
show up, reminding us 
how precious our time is 
with the people we care 
about.

As a poet once said, 
“Sometimes, only one 
person is missing, and 
the whole world seems 
depopulated.”

Then there’s the kind 
of  loss that sneaks up on 
us, the kind we don’t talk 
about much. It’s not about 
the unavoidable end of  
life but the relationships 
that drift apart because 
of  what we do or don’t do. 

In these moments, we 
might lose someone and 
part of  ourselves. This is 
particularly true when 
we invest so much in our 
relationships that our 
identity diminishes. We 
can lose sight of  who we 
are outside of  these con-
nections, and the loss of  
self  can be as profound as 
the loss of  the other.

Take, for instance, the 
time I lost a business 
partner. We clashed over 
a business decision that 
seemed unfairly balanced 
and not mutually benefi-
cial to me. I tried to find 
a middle ground. I sought 
a compromise, hoping to 
preserve our partnership, 
but a compromise was 
outside his agenda. In the 
end, we had to part ways. 

Why did it happen? 
That’s something I 
might never fully 
understand. 

I also recall a 
friend who sudden-
ly stopped talking 
to me. We used 
to spend a lot of  

time together – sharing 
meals, attending church, 
and just enjoying each 
other’s company. Then, 
out of  nowhere, he cut 
off  all communication. I 
tried reaching out mul-
tiple times – calls, texts, 
emails – but got very lit-
tle response. Four years 
passed before he started 
talking to me again. Even 
when I asked him about 
the reason for his long 
silence, he never gave me 
a straight answer. 

I was deeply in love 
with a woman who 
didn’t share my feelings. 
Despite my persistent 
efforts over the years, her 
feelings didn’t change. I 
may never fully under-
stand why it didn’t work 
out.

These experiences, 
though painful, remind 
us that not all losses seem 
preventable. In life, we’re 
often faced with situa-
tions that are beyond our 
control. But what about 
the losses we might pre-
vent? 

Consider your relation-
ships, not just with your 
spouse but also with your 
friends – are you nurtur-
ing these bonds with the 
care and respect they 
deserve? 

Often, we take our 
closest relationships for 
granted, not realizing 
the value of  what we 
have until there’s a risk 
of  losing it. The erosion 
of  trust is a subtle yet 
profound form of  loss, 
and it isn’t confined to 

romantic relationships 
alone. It creeps in when 
we neglect our partners’ 
and friends’ needs, feel-
ings, or expectations. 
Once trust is damaged, 
whether in a marriage or 
a friendship, rebuilding 
it can be a long and chal-
lenging road. 

And what about your 
customers? When we lose 
a customer, it’s the loss of  
an opportunity to serve 
and to make a meaningful 
impact. Are you paying 
attention to their needs 
and expectations to con-
tribute positively to their 
day or solve a problem 
they’re facing?

Winning back a cus-
tomer after they’ve left 
can be significantly more 
challenging than main-
taining that relationship.

So, what can we do 
in the face of  potential 
loss? We can strive to be 
kind, communicate open-
ly, and cherish our time 
with those around us. We 
can work on being under-
standing and patient. 
And when someone steps 
back into our lives, we 
can welcome them with 
open arms, knowing that 
relationships are some-
times mysterious and 
require understanding.

Loss, in its many forms, 
is an inevitable part of  
life. But each loss carries 
a lesson. 

It’s been said that you 
learn more from loss 
than you do from gain. 

Ultimately, it’s not just 
about preventing loss; 
it’s about embracing the 
learning and growing 
that comes from it. And 
that’s a positive take on 
one of  life’s most chal-
lenging experiences.

Every loss holds a lesson

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking



BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — The 
Killingly boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team (6-9) battled 
until the very end against 
visiting Stonington High 
School (12-4) on Friday, 
Feb. 2. With under two 
minutes left in regula-
tion, sophomore Quinn 
Sumner hit one of  two 
free throws to tie the con-
test at 52-52. Unfortunately 
for the Redmen, the Bears 

were able to capitalize on 
a couple of  offensive mis-
cues and scored a couple 
of  quick baskets to take 
a four-point lead, which 
forced Killingly to inten-
tionally foul.

Stonington was able to 
extend the lead late from 
the charity stripe and 
Killingly was unable to 
score for the last two min-
utes of  the fourth quarter 
and were defeated 58-52 
in a back-and-forth battle 

from start to finish.
From the beginning of  

the contest, it was clear it 
was going to be a good one. 
Both teams were doing the 
little things to contribute 
to winning basketball, 
such as chasing down 
loose balls, taking charges 
and crashing the glass 
for offensive rebounds. 
Ashton Goodwin was a 
huge contributor tallying 
6 steals in the contest to 
go along with his 8 points.

It was clear that 
Stonington wanted to get 
the ball down low to their 
big man Alexander Nowak 
and it was Killingly’s 
game plan to deny him 
the ball close to the bas-
ket on the defensive end 
and to attack the big 
man offensively. Nowak 
finished with 10 points, 
but Sumner matched his 
offensive production with 
10 points of  his own and 
also was the primary 
defender on Nowak for the 
majority of  the contest 
and did an excellent job.

Every quarter was back 
and forth in the contest 
except for the second 
quarter going into half-
time. Killingly trailed 
16-14 after the first quar-
ter, but exploded early on 
in the second quarter. The 
Redmen on the shoulders 
of  7 points from freshman 
Quin Crowley began the 
second quarter on a 9-0 run 

and outscored Stonington 
16-11 in the quarter to 
jump out to their biggest 
lead, 30-25 going into the 
halftime break. Crowley 
scored all 10 of  his points 
in the quarter.

Throughout the whole 
contest, Johnny Kazantzis 
was consistent and scored 
a game-high 19 points. The 

skilled junior finished at 
the hoop, hit free throws, 
scored from behind the 
arc, and also facilitated 
with some dazzling pass-
es.

Killingly lost this con-
test, but showed they can 
hang with a team that 
has already clinched a 
playoff  spot and will 

hold a high seed in the 
postseason. The Redmen 
need two wins in their 
next five games to clinch 
a spot of  their own, but 
they showed in this one 
that they are capable of  
an upset if  they see each 
other again.
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SPORTS

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — 
Killingly High School 
girls’ basketball held 
a slight 29-27 lead over 
visiting East Lyme High 
School, when senior 
Sydney Crabtree buried 
a mid-range jump shot to 
put Killingly up two pos-
sessions with a minute 
and eighteen seconds left 
in regulation.

The shot was all that 
Killingly needed momen-
tum-wise to close the 
game out and they were 
able to shut out East 
Lyme for the last minute 

of  the game with great 
defense to hold onto a 
32-27 win for their sev-
enth win of  the season, 
one win away from a play-
off  spot on Thursday, Feb. 
1.

“Absolutely, East Lyme 
put up a truly gutsy 
performance,” stated 
Killingly Head Coach 
Gina Lindberg. “We were 
able to pull it out. We 
worked hard and pulled 
it out. Close games pre-
pare you as you move for-
ward, but it is huge for us 
because now we are play-
ing a game every other 
day now for the rest of  
the season and to get one 

under our belt it gives us 
some momentum moving 
onto Saturday.”

After a 7-7 first quar-
ter, Killingly outscored 
East Lyme 10-3 in the 
second quarter to give 
some cushion going into 
halftime, 17-10. This was 
huge on a night when 
things were not coming 
easily on the offensive 
end. Killingly was able to 
build the lead and held 
it for the duration of  the 
contest.

“It is always nice to 
put that separation in 
between the two espe-
cially going into half-
time,” stated Lindberg. 

“We have trouble putting 
together a full game, so 
when you get momentum 
going into halftime, get 
a chance to regroup and 
come back at it. It is big 
for us.”

There were times that 
East Lyme would put 
together a run and cut 
into the deficit, but ulti-
mately great defense 
and clutch scoring from 
Laura Farquhar kept 
Killingly ahead.

“You’re absolutely 
right, it felt like we were 
stuck in a rut offensive-
ly tonight, but we perse-
vered with our defense,” 
Lindberg expressed. 

“Our defense is fantastic 
and it is every game, so 
I don’t expect anything 
less at this point, so when 
we are in a little funk 
you have to turn the pres-
sure up on defense and 
we preach that we have 
to turn the pressure up if  
we are not performing on 
the other end.”

Farquhar was a bright 
spot offensively for 
Killingly on a night when 
defense was the strength. 
The senior guard buried 
five 3-pointers and ended 
the game with a game-
high 17 points in the con-
test. She scored 11 of  her 
17 points in the second 

quarter and buried two 
3’s in the 10-point quarter.

“Laura has certain-
ly come into her own,” 
praised Lindberg. “She 
has always been top-
notch, but I feel like her 
game has elevated this 
year and she gets better 
every game. So, we are 
pleased with how she is 
performing right now.”

Killingly lost to Bacon 
Academy (48-35) on 
Saturday, Feb. 3 to remain 
a game away from auto-
matic postseason inclu-
sion as of  press time.

Killingly hangs on against East Lyme
 to inch closer to playoff berth

Jason Mckay photos

Killingly’s Laura Farquhar takes a 3-pointer from the side of the court while an East Lyme 
couch tries to manage his team behind her.

Molly Crabtree of Killingly pushes her way through the East Lyme defense, attempting to make 
it toward the hoop.

Redmen battle until the end against Stonington 
before falling just short

Jason Mckay photos

Killingly’s Quin Crowley leaps into the air for a layup while the Bears’ defense tries to come 
from behind too late for a block.

Michael Fabiano of Killingly attempts to back down a Stonington defender in order to make 
it for a layup.

Killingly’s Johnny Kazantzis bumps into a Stonington defend-
er, attempting to gain momentum while sprinting down the 
court.



Killingly High School 

Wrestling 
Killingly defeated ECC 

Division II rival New London 
63-6 on Wednesday, January 
31st. The Redmen finished the 
dual meet season at 30-0 and 
extended their win streak to 
a school record 60. Pinning 
tonight were Max Richardson, 
Mason Connetti, Aiden 
Mantia, Giovanni Sanchez, 
Exael Padilla, Soren Rief  and 
Anthony Oates. Brady Zadora 
scored a tech fall and Bradey 
Jonasch won by major deci-
sion. Also capturing hard 
fought decisions were Ian 
Cathel, Amani Samuel, Jared 
Hansen and Ryan Barretta.

On Sunday, February 4th, 
Killingly ranked #7 finished 
second today to #2 Newtown 
in the Bacon Invitational 
Tournament. We did score a 
season high 231 points and 
placed nine wrestlers in the 
finals. Pinning in the finals 
were Soren Rief  and Brady 
Zadora while Bradey Jonasch 
won a tight 3-2 decision. 
Finishing in second place were 
Max Richardson, Ian Cathell, 
Mason Connetti, Giovani 
Sanchez, Exael Padilla and 
Anthony Oates. In 3rd was 
Donald Ross, the twins Darin 

and Devin Exarhoulias while 
Alex Murdock took fourth. 
This was our last competition 
of  the regular season. Next up: 
We will be hosting the ECC 
Tournament this Saturday. 

Indoor Track
On Saturday, February 3rd, 

the Killingly Indoor Track team 
competed at The Coast Guard 
in the ECCs! Competition is 

certainly never lacking when 
we get into the playoffs and 
have a 12- team battle royal to 
see who medals!

As always, ladies first:
Shanaya Brown continued 

her dominance throughout the 
season in the season in the 55- 
meter dash finishing 4th and 
medaling! Emma Seide contin-
ues to chuck her Shotput and 
threw for an incredible 17 feet 
9 inches and put in work for 
the ladies. Melody Hutchinson 
got a Season Record in the 1000-
meter dash, an incredible way 
to finish the season! Emerson 
Joly also got a Personal Record 
in the 600- meter dash, way to 
finish off  the season with your 
best! Addyson Larkin, Marley 
Cusson and Zoe Labonte fought 
hard in the 300- meter dash 
to finish the season strong, 
Marley Cusson even finished 
with a Personal Record for all 
these amazing ladies to finish 
strong in the ECCs!

Onto the gentlemen:
Everton Brown continues 

his dominance never finish-
ing below 1st this ENTIRE 
season for the 55- meter dash 
and medaled 1st! Preston 
Suprenant, Jahiem Card and 
Casey Hamilton also fought 
hard in the event! Everton 
Brown also finished 6th in 
the 300- meter dash to medal 
with Casey Hamilton fighting 
hard in the event as well! Zeke 
Benoit and Calvin Vandale 
chucked their Shot Puts to com-
pete hard- and put-up points 
for the team! Calvin Vandale 
also fought hard in the 1600- 
meter and 3200- meter! Isaiah 
Benoit launched himself  7 feet 
6 inches in Pole Vault to put 
up points for the team! Zeke 
Benoit, Isaiah Benoit, Phillip 
Purcell and Tomas Gutierrez 
all fought hard in the 600- meter 
dash and put in work to end the 
season strong! Caydan Jonasch 
finished the season strong, 
fighting hard as always in the 
1000- meter dash! And lastly, 
however rarely finishing last, 
Jeremiah Smith flew in the 
High Jump to medal and fin-
ish 6th, he soared in the Long 
Jump finishing 2nd and med-
aling and finished 1st in the 
55- meter hurdles for a medal 
and put up the most amount of  
points for Killingly!

Gymnastics 
Tuesday, January 31st 

Killingly and Woodstock were 
on the road. Killingly remains 
undefeated with an 8-0 record!

Teams (KHS & Woodstock 
did not compete against each 
other) 

Killingly High School 137.9 
(8-0)

Stonington High School 
131.25

Woodstock Academy 129.25 
(3-5) 

Vault
Ella Pereira Killingly 8.9
Jessie William Killingly 8.8
Mary Lord Stonington 8.5
Bars
Ella Pereira Killingly 9.45
Brenna Johnson Plainfield 

9.1
Ava Pereira Ellis Tech 9.0
Beam
Jessie Williams Killingly 9.3
Brenna Johnson Plainfield 

9.2
Ella Pereira Killingly 9.1
Floor
Brenna Johnson Plainfield 

9.6
Kiley Voland Fitch 9.0
Ella Pereira Killingly 8.9
All Around 
Ella Pereira Killingly 36.35
Brenna Johnson Plainfield 

35.9
Jessie Williams Killingly 35.7
Killingly 137.5
Woodstock Academy 127. 1
DANIELSON – Killingly fin-

ished the Eastern Connecticut 

Conference regular season 
undefeated (8-0 ECC, 9-0 over-
all) with the win over their 
gym partners at Deary’s 
Gymnastics on Monday, Feb. 5.

Ella Pereira led Killingly 
with a 36.95 total to finish 
second in the All-Around 
behind Plainfield’s team-of-one 
Brenna Johnson (37.25). Jessie 
Williams of  Killingly finished 
third (34.9).

Livia Gerum paced the 
Centaurs (3-6, 2-6 ECC) with a 
33.25 All-Around total.

Woodstock Academy

Boys’ Hockey
The boys’ hockey team 

took on the No. 1 ranked 
team in Rhode Island, Bishop 
Hendricken, at the Jahn 
Wednesday, January 31st. The 
Centaurs came up just short 
as Hendricken scored the 
game-winning goal with 59 
seconds left in regulation for 
the 4-3 victory. Noah Sampson, 
Troy Daviau and Maxx Corradi 
all scored for the Centaurs. 
Donny Sousa had two assists 
for Woodstock Academy (5-8).

For a third straight game, 
the Centaurs (6-8) fell behind 
in the first period. This time, 
they were able to rebound from 
a 3-0 deficit to post the 6-5 win 
over Fairfield Warde-Ludlowe 
on Saturday, February 3rd.

It took a pair of  shorthanded 
goals to do so. Noah Sampson 
completed his hat trick 49 sec-
onds into the third period to tie 
the game at four for Woodstock 
Academy. But things looked 
like they could go awry when 
the Centaurs were saddled 
with a five-minute major pen-
alty just moments later. If  any-
thing, the infraction seemed to 
focus on Woodstock Academy. 
Donny Sousa got the puck to 
Troy Daviau on a breakaway 
with 12 minutes, 10 seconds 
left in regulation to give the 
Centaurs the lead for good. It 
was another Sousa pass, this 
time to Maxx Corradi, that 
gave Woodstock Academy a 
two-goal lead just 2 ½ minutes 
later and negated a late goal by 
the Mustangs (10-5-1).

Suffield-Granby-Windsor 
Locks 4

Woodstock Academy 1
POMFRET – The Wildcats 

scored three goals in the final 
3 minutes, 40 seconds to post 
the win at the Jahn Ice Rink at 
Pomfret School.

Austin Renggli scored a first 
period goal for the Wildcats (11-
4) and goalie Noah Boyd (31 
saves) held that up until early 
in the third period.

That’s when senior Donny 
Sousa took a pass from Maxx 
Corradi and rifled a power-play 
goal in just 41 seconds into the 
final 15 minutes to tie the game 
for the Centaurs (6-9).

The Wildcats were not going 
to be denied, however, as Ben 
Wasko scored with 3:40 left in 
regulation and just 1:09 later, 
Renggli poked in his second 
tally of  the night. Ryan Hughes 
got an empty-netter to account 
for the final.

Girls’ Hockey
The Centaurs battled back 

from a 3-0 deficit going into the 
third period to post a 4-3 vic-
tory over the Fairfield Warde/
Ludlowe Co-Op at the Jahn Ice 
Rink Wednesday, January 31st. 
Avery Nielsen’s first career 
goal turned out to be a big one 
as she scored what proved to be 
the game-winner with 3 min-
utes, 32 seconds to play. Maci 
Corradi added two third-peri-
od goals and Sophia Gouveia 
also scored for the Centaurs 
while Mia Williamson added 
two assists. The win broken an 
11-game losing streak for the 
Centaurs (3-12).

The winning streak for the 
Centaurs (3-14) was short-lived.

After a win earlier in the 
week against Fairfield 
Ludlowe-Warde, the Centaurs 
have suffered two setbacks. On 
Saturday, February 3rd, Avon-
Southington scored two goals 
each in the first and second 
periods and three more in the 
third to scuttle the Woodstock 
Academy hopes 7-1. Stella 
Morrison had the only goal for 
the Centaurs. Late on Friday, 
the Mercy-Northwest Catholic-
East Hampton Co-Op scored 
the game-winner just 1:27 into 
overtime to post a 3-2 victory. 
Sophia Gouveia had a goal and 
an assist and Mia Williamson 
also scored for the Centaurs.

Woodstock Academy Co-Op 4
Greenwich 1
GREENWICH – Wheeler’s 

Sophia Gouveia scored her 
ninth and 10th goals of  the sea-
son to help lift the Centaurs 

(4-14) to the win at the Dorothy 
Hamill Rink.

Juliette Hammer from 
Ledyard and Riley Faber also 
scored.

East Lyme’s Mia Williamson 
had two assists with Ledyard’s 
Stella Morrison and NFA’s 
Ireland Wilford getting one 
each for the Centaurs.

 
Girls’ Basketball
Woodstock Academy 61
Ledyard 45
The Centaurs got a balanced 

effort to easily pull out the win 
away from home and better 
their record to 14-4 with a 61-45 
win over Ledyard on Thursday, 
February 1st.

Sophomore guard Isabel 
D’Alleva-Bochain hit a trio of  
3-pointers and finished with 
17 to lead Woodstock Academy. 
Fellow guard Kaylee Saucier 
added 11 and three members of  
the frontcourt, Eva Monahan, 
Vivian Bibeau and Sidney 
Anderson all finished with 10 
points.

Boys’ Basketball
Brady Ericson finished with 

18 points for the Centaurs who 
just could not keep up with 
the high-powered Saints (13-2) 
who posted their ninth straight 
win. St. Bernard defeated 
Woodstock Academy 67-42 on 
Wednesday, January 31st.

The Centaurs’ hopes of  
clinching a Division IV state 
tournament berth could 
not be realized thanks to the 
Spartans’ defense and the 
offense of  Troy Maia who fin-
ished with 25 points including 
all 11 first-quarter points for 
Somers. Woodstock was defeat-
ed by Somers 47-38 on Thursday, 
February 1st. Brady Ericson 
led the Centaurs (7-9) sparse 
offense with nine points.

Wrestling
Wednesday, 1.31
East Lyme/Norwich Tech 53
Woodstock Academy 18
The Centaurs (0-7, 0-3 Eastern 

Connecticut Conference 
Division I) were on the home 
mats at the Alumni Fieldhouse 
and picked up a couple of  
victories in the loss to East 
Lyme/Norwich Tech. Aidan 
Soukaloun and Ayden Angel-
Ouimette both recorded pins 
for the Centaurs.

Indoor Track
Centaurs place third
NEW LONDON – The num-

bers just weren’t in Woodstock 
Academy’s favor as Norwich 
Free Academy strode away 
with the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference Division I girls 
indoor track championship at 
the Coast Guard Academy in 
New London.

The Wildcats, thanks to their 
talent and big roster num-
bers, finished with 147 points, 
bettering East Lyme (101) and 
the Centaurs (85).

Juliet Allard had a fine day 
for Woodstock Academy as she 
placed first in the 300 meter, 
was a member of  the winning 
4x400m relay team with Julia 
Coyle, Emma Weitknecht and 
Talia Tremblay and placed sec-
ond in the 55m hurdles.

Jillian Edwards cleared 
4-feet, 10-inches to place first 
in the high jump; Avery Plouffe 
was second in the shotput (32-
feet, 4-inches); Coyle took sec-
ond in 1600m with Olivia Tracy 
in third and Tremblay was 
third in the 600m.

On the boys’ side, Woodstock 
Academy placed fifth with 23 
points.

Colton Sallum had a person-
al best in the 1600m (4:30.58) 
and placed third. Christian 
Menounos also had a third-
place finish in the 1000m for 
the Centaurs.

Ellis Tech

Girls’ Basketball
Ellis Tech won against Vinal 

Tech 39-11 on Tuesday, January 
30th and improved to 13-3 on 
the season. Brooke Montecalvo 
added 4 steals, Kylie Damble 
added 4 blocks, Rose Lopez 
added 8 rebounds and Sadie 
Murray added 4 assists.Brooke 
Montecalvo led all scorers with 
10 points.

Ellis Tech beat Norwich Tech 
56-35 on Friday, February 2nd. 
Rose Lopez added 14 rebounds, 
3 blocks, 2 steals, Kylie Damble 
added 6 rebounds, and 2 steals, 
Kiara Cartier added 5 steals, 
Sadie Murray added 9 rebounds 
1 steal and 4 assists and Brooke 
Montecalvo added 2 steals and 
2 assists.
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SPORTS
HigH ScHool Notebook

Courtesy photo

The Killingly wrestling team finished second to Newtown in the Bacon 
Invitational Tournament on Sunday, Feb. 4.



The May Diary
Woodstock has been 

blessed with people who 
keep records – scrapbooks, 
papers of  every kind, fam-
ily records, account books, 
and diaries.  One of  the 
most significant is the 
diary that John May, Jr., 
kept from 1708 to 1766.  

 John May was 
born in Roxbury.  His birth 
was recorded on Nov. 23, 
1686, the year the first 13 
Goers left to begin life in 
Woodstock.  His father was 
Deacon John May III and 
his mother Prudence May; 
he was one of  12 children.  
[It is curious that John 
was designated a “junior” 
when his father was a 
“third.”]  How the younger 
May came to Woodstock is 
not specifically noted but 
he was a farmer as were 
most in those days, and he 
was active in all aspects of  
the community’s life.  He 
married Elizabeth Child of  
Brooklyn on Dec. 18, 1717 
and they had seven chil-
dren.  After a long life of  83 
years, John May, Jr. died on 
March 1, 1770 and is buried 
in the Hill Cemetery near 
the First Congregational 
Church.  His diary cap-
tured the details of  58 years 
of  life in Woodstock.

In the early 18th century, 
diaries were mostly kept by 
men.  The contents includ-
ed planting calendars, busi-

ness transactions, records 
of  when livestock were 
purchased or born, and, 
often, the weather.  They 
were important records 
of  work sharing and illus-
trated how important that 
practice was to a successful 
community.  

 The first men to 
farm in Woodstock, aside 
from the indigenous peo-
ple, used the infield-out-
field system of  land man-
agement.  Each settler was 
given a home lot, usually 15 
to 30 acres – their infield.  
This was where houses 
were built, some land was 
cultivated, orchards were 
planted, and, eventually 
where outbuildings like 
barns and fences appeared.  
The outfields were located 
outside the home sites and 
were used for pasture, mow-
ing, and woodlots.  In the 
early decades, there was an 
emphasis on raising live-
stock because the animals 
could walk themselves to 
the markets.  The records 
of  1718 list 100 households 
which combined raised 80 
swine, 240 cattle, 100 oxen, 
440 sheep and 100 horses.  

The population in 
Woodstock was low in 
relation to the number of  
workers needed to raise 
crops and livestock, build 
necessary structures, har-

vest wood, move stone and 
provide skills.  A system 
of  sharing work was a log-
ical solution to the lack of  
manpower.  Sharing work 
also established major 
social links and shared 
interests, binding together 
neighbors who might even-
tually become relatives.  
John May, Jr.’s diary pro-
vides page after page illus-
trating such transactions.  
In December 1710, John 
entered in his diary that he 
helped a neighbor named 
Child at logging, and sever-
al days later that neighbor 
helped dig May’s cellar; the 
following day Joseph Lyon, 
Jr. “fetched a load of  stone 
for the walls.”  Bowen’s 
History of  Woodstock (4-5) 
excerpted a portion of  1716-
1717 from the diary:

1716.  Feb. 1.  Was 
our lecture day.

April  12. Uncle Perrin’s 
raising.

   
15. I carried my malt to 
mill.

   
21. Was our training day.

   
30. Training day and elec-
tion.

June  15. I shaved 900 
shingles.

Aug.  25. Was a general 
Thanksgiving.

Nov.    5. Made a mantil 

tree for John Morse.
   

  6. I laid hearth for Uncle 
Child.

   
22.  I built an oven for 
Cousin Lyon.

   
30. I framed a bedstead.

 1717. Jan.   9. I went 
to Indian harvest.

   
21. Was the great storm.

Mar.   4. Town meeting.
     

6.  Was Pomfret lecture.
   

11.  Was town meeting. 

The May diary is inter-
spersed with astrolog-
ical symbols related to 
the moon and its phases, 
star constellations and 
other sky observations.  
Agricultural astrology is 
perhaps the oldest 
form of  astrology, 
dating back thou-
sands of  years 
to the Nile and 
Euphrates River 
Valleys and it is 
still used today.   It 
ties celestial move-
ments and events 
to calendars, pre-
dicting the best 
days to plant and 
to husband live-
stock. While users 
claim great suc-
cess in following 

t h i s 
p a t -
t e r n , 
there is 
a lack 
of  scientific evidence prov-
ing its effectiveness.  The 
present-day Old Farmer’s 
Almanac still provides a 
gardening by the moon cal-
endar.

 The John May, Jr. 
Diary captured daily life 
in Woodstock for a period 
of  58 years.  Thankfully, it 
was gifted to the American 
Antiquarian Society in 
Worcester where it has 
been preserved.

   
Books on Woodstock 

history available at any 
of  the town’s four librar-
ies and the website for 
the Woodstock Historical 

S o c i e t y 
(www.centerforwoodstock-
history.com):

Bowen, Clarence 
Winthrop.  History of  
Woodstock. Boston: James 
R. Osgood, 1882.

Larned, Ellen D.  History 
of  Windham County, 
Connecticut.  2 vols. 
Worcester, Massachusetts: 
Printed 

   by Charles Hamilton, 
1874.

Woodstock Tercentenary 
Committee.  Heritage 
and Horizons, Woodstock 
Remembers 300 Years. 

   Woodstock, CT, 1968.
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In case of  
i n c l e m e n t 
weather, listen 
to WINY or call 
the Killingly 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Center a little 
after 10 a.m. 
to see if  it is 
open.  If  you get 
the answering 
machine, leave a 
message.  We are 
probably closed.  
Thank you

It’s almost 
Valentine’s Day!  
Having you been 
buying fancy 
chocolates for 
your special someone?  Do you 
know anything about the his-
tory of  chocolate and giving 
chocolate candy for that Day?  
I thought I’d do an internet 
search since food is very much 
a part of  our history.

 “The history of  choc-
olate, and its creation from the 
beans of  the cacao tree, can 
be traced to the ancient Maya, 
and even earlier to the ancient 
Olmecs of  southern Mexico. 
The word ‘chocolate’ may con-
jure up images of  sweet candy 
bars and luscious truffles, but 
the confections of  today bears 
little resemblance to the choc-
olate of  the past: Throughout 
much of  its history, chocolate 
was a bitter beverage, not a 
sweet, rich-tasting treat. But 
after it became popular in the 
courts of  Europe and the streets 
of  colonial America, chocolate 
soon evolved into the universal-
ly loved commodity it is today.

 “Chocolate is made 
from the fruit of  cacao trees, 
which are native to Central and 
South America. The fruits are 
called pods and each pod con-
tains around 40 cacao beans. 
The beans are dried and roasted 
to create cocoa beans,”

 “There are conflicting 
reports about when chocolate 
arrived in Europe, although it’s 
agreed it first arrived in Spain. 

One story says Christopher 
Columbus discovered cacao 
beans after intercepting a 
trade ship on a journey to 
America and brought the 
beans back to Spain with him 
in 1502.

Another tale states Spanish 
conquistador Hernan Cortes 
was introduced to chocolate 
by the Aztecs of  Montezuma’s 
court. After returning to 
Spain, cacao beans in tow, he 
supposedly kept his chocolate 
knowledge a well-guarded 
secret. A third story claims 
that friars who presented 
Guatemalan Mayans to Philip 
II of  Spain in 1544 also brought 
cacao beans along as a gift.  
No matter how chocolate got 

to Spain, by the late 1500s it was 
a much-loved indulgence by the 
Spanish court, and Spain began 
importing chocolate in 1585. 
As other European countries 
such as Italy and France visited 
parts of  Central America, they 
also learned about cacao and 
brought chocolate back to their 
respective countries.

 “Chocolate arrived in 
Florida on a Spanish ship in 
1641, and it’s thought the first 
American chocolate house 
opened in Boston in 1682. By 
1773, cocoa beans were a major 
American colony import and 
chocolate was enjoyed by peo-
ple of  all classes.  During the 
Revolutionary War, chocolate 
was provided to the military as 
rations and sometimes given 
to soldiers as payment instead 
of  money. (Chocolate was also 
provided as rations to soldiers 
during World War II.) For much 
of  the 19th century, chocolate 
was enjoyed as a beverage; milk 
was often added instead of  
water. 

 “In 1847, British choco-
latier J.S. Fry and Sons created 
the first chocolate bar molded 
from a paste made of  sugar, 
chocolate liquor and cocoa but-
ter. I’ll write more about choc-
olate bars and chocolate candy 
in next week’s column.  (history.
com/topics/ancient-americas/

history-of-chocolate).
 Did you know that 

there were “hot chocolate/cocoa 
sets” similar to tea sets?  Visit 
the Killingly Historical Center 
and see the blue and white set 
which was donated by Barbara 
(Whipple) Murray.  It was given 
to her on her 16th birthday by 
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Page.

 In honor of  Black 
History Month, last week I wrote 
about Frederick Douglass. In his 
travels Douglass was actually 
helped by an African-American 
abolitionist who had grown up 
in Norwich, Connecticut---David 
Ruggles.  

“David Ruggles was an 
African-American abolitionist, 
writer, publisher and hydro-
pathic practitioner who was 
a courageous voice of  black 
freedom. He assisted hundreds 
escaping slavery, and mentored 
future abolitionist luminaries 
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner 
Truth, and William Cooper Nell.

 “David Ruggles was 
born in Norwich, Connecticut 
in 1810, the eldest of  seven chil-
dren, to free black parents. His 
father, David Sr., was a black-
smith. His mother, Nancy, was 
a noted caterer and a founding 
member of  the local Methodist 
church. Ruggles was educated 
at religious charity schools in 
Norwich.

Anti-Slavery and Racial 
Equity Activism in New York.  
By 1827, Ruggles was in New 
York working as a mariner. In 
1828 he opened a grocery shop. 
By the early 1830s, Ruggles 
became involved in the growing 
anti-slavery movement…

Ruggle’s (sic) grocery shop at 
One Cortlandt Street was also 
a circulating library and read-
ing room for African Americans 
who were denied access to New 
York’s public libraries. His was 
the nation’s first black-owned 
bookstore, and there Ruggles 
sold anti-slavery publications 
until it was destroyed by a mob. 
In 1833, The Emancipator, an 
abolitionist weekly, appointed 
him as an agent to canvas for sub-

scribers throughout the mid-At-
lantic states. By 1834, now on 
Lispenard Street, Ruggles was 
also writing regularly, publish-
ing dozens of  articles and pam-
phlets for newspapers through-
out the Northeast. Between 1838 
and 1841 he wrote, printed and 
published the first journal edit-
ed by an African-American, The 
Mirror of  Liberty. 

 “David Ruggles was 
a visible ‘conductor’ on the 
Underground Railroad, and 
helped at least 600 enslaved 
people to freedom, including 
Frederick Douglass. Ruggles 
was also a founder of  the New 
York Committee of  Vigilance 
which fought against the prac-
tice of  kidnapping free Blacks 
in New York, as well as fugitive 
African Americans, and illegal-
ly selling them into slavery in 
the South. Ruggles would open-
ly confront ‘kidnapper’ slave 
catchers, and the Vigilance 
Committee offered their victims 
legal assistance. Ruggles him-
self  experienced at least one 
such attempted kidnapping.

 “His brazen and cou-
rageous anti-slavery activities 
made Ruggles one of  the most 
hated abolitionists in New York. 
In addition to his attempted kid-
napping and several efforts to 
lynch him, his store was burned 
down, and he was physically 
assaulted multiple times. Even 
some other Black abolition-
ists criticized his tactics as too 
extreme and subject to scandal. 
All this took its toll on Ruggles’ 
health, leaving him weak, ill 
and nearly blind.

 “In 1842, in failing 
health, Ruggles moved to what 
is now Florence, Massachusetts; 
his name being put before the 
membership committee of  the 
Northampton Association of  
Education and Industry, a ‘uto-
pian’ community established by 
abolitionists. As he settled in 
Florence, Ruggles found much 
needed companionship and 
rest. He soon organized a rally 
of  Black citizens to support 
imprisoned Massachusetts abo-

litionists Charles Torrey and 
Jonathan Walker.

 “Treating himself  with 
the techniques of  “Watercure,” 
then in vogue, David Ruggles 
recovered some of  his sight and 
much of  his health. In 1847, 
he erected the first building 
in the nation dedicated exclu-
sively to hydropathy. Perhaps 
his most famous patient was 
William Lloyd Garrison, but 
he also treated luminaries 
Lucy Stone, Mary Brown -John 
Brown’s wife-, and Catherine 
Beecher, as well as Sojourner 
Truth.  (Hydropathy, or the 
water cure, was a 19th-century 
health reform movement and 
treatment popular in Europe 
and the United States.  Patients 
soaked in cold or hot baths, took 
showers, were wrapped in wet 
compresses, sheets, belts, or spe-
cial wet dresses, and also drank 
vast amounts of  water.” Oxford 
Languages Dictionary).  

 “Ruggles continual-
ly suffered from poor health, 
the result of  injuries incurred 
by his anti-slavery activism in 
New York. Tragically, at the 
young age of  39, his ailments 
flared up again, and on the 
16th of  December, 1849, David 
Ruggles died in Florence, 
Massachusetts.”  (https://
d av i d r u g g l e s c e n t e r. o r g /
david-ruggles/)

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly 
Municipal Historian, February 
2024.  For additional information 
email me at margaretmweaver@
gmail.com or visit the Killingly 
Historical & Genealogical 
Center Wed. or Sat. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. or www.killinglyhistorical.
org. or call 860-779-7250. Like us 
at Facebook at www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistoricalsociety.  
Mail for the Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Society, Inc. or 
the Killingly Historical and 
Genealogical Center should be 
sent to PO Box 265, Danielson, 
CT 06329.

MARGARET 
WEAVER 

kILLINgLY 
AT 

300

CHARLENE PERKINS CUTLER

WOODSTOCk THrOUgH 
THE YEArS

A brief history of chocolate

WEST HARTFORD — The University of  
Hartford is pleased to announce the students who 
have been named to the Dean’s List for Fall 2023.

Maralex Ramirez of  Danielson 
Jordyn Brousseau of  Woodstock 
Nicholas Halloran of  Woodstock 
Javier Dejesus of  North Grosvenordale 
Ella Lach of  Pomfret Center
MacKenzie Oleszewski of  Thompson 
Gracen Van Der Swaagh of  Putnam 
Spread across seven dynamic schools and col-

leges, the University of  Hartford has been guid-
ing the purpose and passion of  students for over 
six decades. On our 350-acre campus alongside 
Connecticut’s capital city, approximately 4,100 

undergraduate and 1,800 graduate students rep-
resenting 48 states and 51 countries come togeth-
er for a common purpose: to collaborate across 
different disciplines, diversify perspectives, and 
broaden worldviews. We’re a four-year private 
university focused on advancing the public good 
through meaningful connections within our com-
munities. Our unique approach to comprehensive 
education gives us the critical perspectives that 
lead to impact change, regionally and beyond. 
With degree programs spanning the arts, human-
ities, business, engineering and technology, edu-
cation, and health professions, we focus on doing 
the work that matters. Visit hartford.edu to learn 
more.

WEST HARTFORD — The University of  
Hartford congratulates the students who have 
been named to the President’s List for Fall 2023.

The President’s List is made up of  an extremely 
select group of  students who earned a grade point 
average of  3.75 or higher in the semester.

Nicholas Halloran of  Woodstock 
Jordyn Brousseau of  Woodstock 
Javier Dejesus of  North Grosvenordale 
Maralex Ramirez of  Danielson 
Gracen Van Der Swaagh of  Putnam 
Spread across seven dynamic schools and col-

leges, the University of  Hartford has been guiding 
the purpose and passion of  students for more than 
six decades. On our 350-acre campus alongside 

Connecticut’s capital city, approximately 4,100 
undergraduate and 1,800 graduate students rep-
resenting 48 states and 51 countries come togeth-
er for a common purpose: to collaborate across 
different disciplines, diversify perspectives, and 
broaden worldviews. We’re a four-year private 
university focused on advancing the public good 
through meaningful connections within our com-
munities. Our unique approach to comprehensive 
education gives us the critical perspectives that 
lead to impact change, regionally and beyond. 
With degree programs spanning the arts, human-
ities, business, engineering and technology, edu-
cation, and health professions, we focus on doing 
the work that matters. Visit hartford.edu to learn 
more.

Local students named to University of Hartford President’s List

Local students named to University of Hartford Dean’s Lists

Local students named to  
Dean’s List at Dean College

FRANKLIN, Mass. — Dean College is pleased to announce 
that Olivia Haynes of  Brooklyn and Delaney Canty of  Pomfret 
have earned a place on the Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 semester. 
Students named to the Dean’s List have demonstrated a serious 
commitment to their studies while at Dean College. 

Founded in 1865, Dean College is a private, residential col-
lege located in Franklin, Mass., 45 minutes from Boston and 
Providence, R.I. Dean College offers baccalaureate degrees, 
associate degree programs, as well as a robust schedule of  part-
time continuing and professional education credit and certifi-
cate programs throughout the calendar year.



the project and keep everyone better 
informed as it starts to take shape.

“The workshops have been extremely 
valuable thus far. Each of  the sessions 
has had roughly 30 participants from 
the community, with some attending all 
four sessions, and some new faces every 
month. As a year-long planning project 
funded by the USDA Urban Agriculture 
and Innovative Production grants pro-
gram, the public workshops have been 
organized into three-month units. The 
first three months were dedicated to 
setting the broad priorities for the final 
use of  the building and introducing the 
stakeholders to the idea of  permacul-
ture and how it would apply to the site 
design. The January through March 
2024 workshops concentrate on the site 
design, after which the consultant will 
deliver a final plan for that portion of  
the master project,” Penn-Gesek said.

Workshops being planned for April, 
May and June will concentrate on con-
necting the future use of  the facili-
ty to the career paths at Tourtellotte 
Memorial High School and sessions for 

July, August, and September will focus 
on how the renovated facility at 65 Main 
can best serve Thompson’s small busi-
ness community. The workshops will 
conclude this fall with the project’s five 
organizational partners consisting of  
the Thompson’s Director of  Planning 
& Development, Connecticut Resource 
Conservation and Development, the 
Eastern Connecticut Conservation 
District, TEEG, and Tyche Planning 
and Policy Group taking all collected 
information into consideration for a 
final master plan that is expected to be 
completed by March 2025.

As for the status of  the project to date, 
Penn-Gesek explained that the town is 
continuing its planning process while 
renovation of  the building has been put 
on hold for the winter. Interior and exte-
rior demolition work, hazmat abate-
ment, and the installation of  a new roof  
have all been completed. Basement and 
foundation work is expected to begin 
this spring. The town also continues to 
seek grant funding with the most recent 
application under the Connecticut 
Department of  Economic Development 
Community Investment Fund. 

The next public workshop is sched-
uled for Feb. 28 as a hybrid Zoom and 
in-person meeting at the Thompson 
Town Hall. This session will focus on 
the second draft of  the site design once 
again presented by Wayne Weiseman. 
Interested parties can contact Director 
of  Planning & Development Tyra Penn-
Gesek at planner@thompsonct.org to 
RSVP or for more information.

Courtesy

A conceptual drawing shows the draft plans 
for 65 Main and adjacent woodlands as pre-
sented at the public session on Jan. 24.

“In the Studio” fea-
tures artists from the 
Quiet Corner--home to 
many artists and mak-
ers, some of  whom have 
national or internation-
al recognition for their 
work in fine art, hand-
craft, performing art, art 
education, and graphic 
art.  In this series, we’ll 
talk with our artist neigh-
bors and learn about their 
careers, current projects, 
and connections to our 
towns.  We’ll also learn 
some “artspeak” terms in 
our conversations, demy-
stifying some of  those 
“artist words”.  In this 
interview, we’re meeting 
with water color artist, 
Terry Cardinal.  Terry is 
from Chaplin, and is a 
self-taught painter.

Hello, Terry. Thanks 
for making time for 
our interview! I’m real-
ly interested in hearing 
about how you learned 
to paint.   

Thank you for the 
opportunity.   I drew as 
soon as I could hold a pen-
cil through elementary 
and high school. I did not 
go on to study art after 
that, except for a couple 
of  semesters of  graph-
ic design at Manchester 
Community College.  
When I was about 26, I 
had to drop out to raise 
my daughter after the 
loss of  my husband. I 
am a self-taught water-
color artist. Watercolor 
for me was a rather ran-
dom choice. I decided to 
start creating art again 
after 27 years. I began to 
dabble in abstract small 

pattern art [repeated 
shapes/designs] and 
creating mandalas [typi-
cally circular geometric 
designs often for use in 
meditation and spiritual 
practices].  I also redis-
covered calligraphy and 
lettering as well.  

In 2016 I wanted to sign 
up for a class at MCC, 
which had six-week adult 
education classes at 
night. I work full time as 
a dental hygienist,  and 
the only thing that fit my 
schedule was a watercol-
or class. At the time, I 
was using pen and ink, 
graphite, colored pencils, 
and markers to create 
my art. After that class I 
began using watercolor 
in my abstracts or man-
dalas. I felt I wasn’t being 
challenged enough  with 
the pattern art and start-
ed exploring other forms 
of  watercolor painting. I 
read books and  watched 
free online tutorials., 
YouTube became my 
teacher. I studied and 
painted in my spare time. 
I took my first in-per-
son plein air workshop 
with master artist  Andy 
Evanson in 2022.  Last 
year I took another work-
shop with master artist, 
Michael Solovyev . I spent 
2023 honing my skills to 
create my own style. 

This painting is a  5 x 
7 study. I do small stud-
ies to work out prob-
lems before I do my 
final painting. I actu-
ally did three of  these 

small studies. The final 
was an 11 x 14 watercol-
or on paper I created as 
a Christmas gift for my 
husband, titled  “A Place 
of  Warmth.” I  framed 
the small studies as well 
and named them as part 
of  the series.   

Your Web site, https://
terry-cardinal.pixels.
com/, has so many beau-
tiful images of  yours, and 
ways to enjoy your work 
(prints, cards, totes, tees, 
commissions, framed 
pieces). What aspects of  
selling on-line do you like 
most?

Selling my art online 
as prints and gifts allows 
for people who might not 
want to invest in an orig-
inal painting be able to 
enjoy my work in a way 
that meets their needs. 
The original painting, 
when available, can also 
be requested through 
my website. It is a way 
to grow my name, and 
business. 

Living in the Quiet 
Corner has inspired so 
many of  your paintings. 
Do you work plein air?  

We live in such a beau-
tiful area. I see a possible 
painting around every 
corner. This year I spent 
as much time as I could 

painting outdoors.  For 
me, painting in the envi-
ronment brings emo-
tions into the piece more 
so than painting from a 
photo. I feel and see so 
much more when I’m 
outside, even if  it’s from 
my car. Painting plein 
air is often overwhelm-
ing and was downright 
discouraging at first, 
but it’s proving to be 
invaluable. Painting on 
site has contributed so 
much to my overall prog-
ress and skills. I don’t 
often walk away with a 
finished piece; some-
times I use those paint-
ings as references for a 
final studio painting.  

 
“Horse Barn Hill” 

an 8x10 watercolor on 
paper created in my stu-
dio from multiple pho-
tos I took of  the historic 
barn at the University of  
Connecticut. The original 
painting sold (prints are 
available on my website). 

What would you con-
sider indispensable tools 
for painting?

High quality 100 per-
cent cotton/rag water-
color paper. I like to use 
140 pound rough paper. I 
use artist quality water-
color paints, and have 
multiple pallets with dif-
ferent hues. Quality 
brushes. I have bought  
so many brushes used by 
my online mentors.  I am 
finding I like to use my 
Chinese hake and callig-
raphy brushes, and liner 
brushes most. The most 
essential item, of  course, 
for watercolor painting is 

water!

“Serenity” 11 x 14 
watercolor on paper. This 
is a scene of  a pond on 
our back property in 
Chaplin. I did the original 
sketch plein air and used 
it to paint the final piece.

I know you exhibit-
ed recently in Putnam; 
do you have upcoming 
shows scheduled?

Yes, the “Artful 
Elements” [as in Earth’s 
elements] show is open-
ing on Feb. 17 at the 
Silver Circle Gallery on 
Main Street in Putnam. 
It is a small picture show. 
I have six pieces entered, 
included the studies for 
“A Place of  Warmth.” 
Five of  the six pieces 
were painted plein air--a 
perfect fit for the theme. 
I invite you all to see the 
show. 

Any advice for new 
painters?

My advice is to not only 
paint but draw.  I believe 
in order for any painting 
to be a success, in most 
instances it should  start 
with  a strong foundation 
for drawing.  Understand 
perspective; creating a 
painting that isn’t flat 
and has depth requires 
perspective. Examine 
composition; a well-ex-
ecuted painting needs 
strong composition to 
pull the viewer in and 
make them want to stay 
a while . Keep a sketch-
book.  Practice painting 
techniques, like wash-

es and brush marks. In 
watercolor less is more, 
so avoid overworking and 
try to keep it simple--see 
the big shapes.  Waste 
paper; you can’t learn 
watercolor without a lot 
of  failed attempts. Pick 
one thing that was suc-
cessful in a painting even 
if  the overall painting 
wasn’t a success.  Learn 
from your mistakes.  
Show up every day and 
practice with purpose.   

 

Word of  the day  
Liner brush:  Liner 

brushes resemble round 
brushes except much 
finer, usually with lon-
ger hair. The longer hair 
allows the brush to carry 
more pigment, creating 
long and flowing lines – 
whether its oil, acrylic, 
ink or watercolor. (jack-
sonsart.com)

About the writ-
er:  Cynthia Saari 
(Woodstock, CT) is a 
nationally recognized 
flamework glass artist.  
She has exhibited her 
work & taught for over 
20 years; her glass beads 
have been included in 
numerous publications & 
invitationals.   Significant 
projects include costume 
work for the Santa Fe 
Opera, and flamework 
demonstrator at the 
Peabody Essex Museum.  
Cynthia offers talks & 
workshops in the Quiet 
Corner; she is an adjunct 
professor of  art at a local 
college.  
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza
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Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326

email: mikaela@
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In the 
Studio

CYNTHIA SAARI 

a result, he has created 
friendships that cross the 
political isle and learned 
plenty about the process 
in Hartford which he 
said takes a lot of  dedica-
tion. As for his personal 
accomplishments, Hayes 
feels he helped fix some 
“bad bills” and is particu-
larly proud of  his efforts 
to support first respond-
ers in their battles with 
PTSD.

“I think personally I 
had a lot to do with the 
PTSD bill for police offi-
cers and firefighters. I’ve 
been working since that 
passage two years ago 
to include EMS in that, 
and I plan on doing that 
through my last session. 
I think that was a big 
one. Personally, I think 
that’s my best, but I was 
involved in a lot of  other 

bills as well,” Hayes 
explained.

While Hayes is walk-
ing away from state poli-
tics, he will still be a very 
present figure, especial-
ly in Putnam where he 
just entered his fourth 
term on the Board of  
Selectmen. Looking back 
on all his success, both as 
a Police Chief  and a poli-
tician, Hayes said he has 
plenty of  people to thank 
for their support.

“I would start by thank-
ing the close-knit group 
that I have, the people 
who came to me six 
years ago and asked if  
I would consider doing 
it and thought I was the 
right person to do it and 
of  course that took a lot 
of  conversation with my 
family as well. I’m a hun-
dred percent glad that I 
did that. I’m very thank-
ful for that. More impor-
tantly, I’ve had so much 
support from all three 

towns. There’s nothing 
easy about a campaign 
or election but that sup-
port gives you a boost 
and the energy to keep 
going. I’m very thankful 
to all my constituents, my 
friends, and everybody in 
the three towns for that 
support. It was an honor 
to represent those people 
in Hartford. I’m thankful 
for the support I’ve gotten 
from my family and, most 
importantly, my wife who 
has been by my side for 33 
years now. She’s support-
ed everything I’ve done, 
and I couldn’t do it with-
out her,” said Hayes.

As of  this writing no 
candidates from either 
party have stepped for-
ward to announce their 
candidacy to replace 
Hayes in the 51st District. 
Elections for the posi-
tion will be held this 
November in conjunction 
with the United State 
Presidential Election.

HAYES
continued from page     A1

65 MAIN
continued from page     A1

QuietCorner.com
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OBITUARIES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF M. Anne N. Navarro, AKA 
Anne Navarro (24-00029)  
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed January 26, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 
Jan St. Jean 
c/o MARK R BROUILLARD, ST 
ONGE & BROUILLARD, 50 ROUTE 
171, WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
John N. Navarro, 
22 Covell Road, 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
February 9, 2024

TOWN OF THOMPSON
On February 1, 2024, wetlands agent 
approval was issued for the following: 
WAA24004, Robert & Paula Mooney, 
66 Logee Rd (Assessor’s Map 141, 
Block 17, Lot 184G), Cottage demoli-
tion and Construction of Single-Family 
Home within upland review area.
Dan Malo, Wetlands Agent
February 9, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Edward Bauch 
(24-00022) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed January 23, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 
Spencer Bauch, 
24 Rhode Island Drive, 
Oakdale, CT 06370
February 9, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Patricia E. Hebert 
(24-00028) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed January 26, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 
Tracy Hautanen-Kriel, 
209 Twin Flower Pl., 

St. Johns, FL 32259
February 9, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Chad G. Davidson
(24-00026) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed January 26, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 
Eric T. Davidson 
c/o EDWIN C HIGGINS, BACHAND, 
LONGO & HIGGINS, 
168 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 528, 
PUTNAM, CT 06260
February 9, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WOODSTOCK

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT 
APPEALS

Real Estate and Personal Property
2023 Grand List 

Residents of Woodstock are hereby in-
formed that the Board of Assessment 
Appeals will hold sessions beginning at 
6:00 PM in the lower level of town hall 
on the following dates:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
March 5, 6, 7, 2024
Appeal forms are available by calling 
the Assessor’s Office at (860) 928-
6929 ext. 326 or on the town website 
at www.woodstockct.gov/boardassess-
ment-appeals. 
You must submit your form by 4:00 PM 
on February 20, 2024. You will be con-
tacted to schedule an appointment.
Notice is given in order to conform to 
section 12- 110 of the General Statutes 
of the State of Connecticut.
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
Ronald Cabana, John M. Davis
February 9, 2024

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK 
The Planning & Zoning Commission 
has scheduled Public Hearings for 
Thursday, February 15, 2024, to be-
gin at 7:45 p.m., at Woodstock Town 
Hall, Lower Level, Meeting Room 1, for 
applications:  #SP565-07-05M Wood-
stock Academy – 150 Rt 169 (map 
6395 block 64 lot 11) Special Permit 
Modification for construction of 4 ten-
nis courts to replace soccer fields at 
WA South Campus; and #SP661-01-
24 Dario Ciovacco, 170 Joy Rd (map 
7278 block 32 lot 06C) – Activity on a 
Scenic Road for driveway relocation.
February 2, 2024
February 9, 2024

LEGALS

Aida (Deeda) C. Bissonnette, 79, 
passed away peacefully on the morning 
of  January 16, 2024.  Deeda was born in 
Putnam Connecticut on June 12, 1944, 
to the late Aida C. Pinnaro and Lucien 
Perrault.  She attended Killingly high 
school, after which, pursued a career 
in banking, achieving the position of  
Branch Manager at Jewett City Savings 
Bank in the Brooklyn office.  Deeda 
also sat on a few committees in the 
towns of  Brooklyn and Killingly and 
gave freely of  her time to charities 
such as Project Pin.  She loved to help 
others and greatly enjoyed cooking for 

her family members, as well as all her 
friends.

  Deeda was predeceased by her 
husband of  over 50yrs, Leonard G. 
Bissonnette and brother John Perrault. 
She is survived by her brother Bruce 
Perrault, children Jeffrey, Krista and 
Marc, as well as 8 grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren.  A service 
will be held at St. James Church in 
Danielson, CT on February 24th at 
10AM.  In lieu of  flowers, you can make 
a donation in her name to the American 
Cancer Society or St. James church.  

Aida (Deeda) C. Bissonnette, 79
Andrew Everett 

Tillinghast, 83, died 
January 22, 2024, in 
Putnam, surrounded 
by family.

Andrew spent 
almost all his life 
living in Danielson, 
where he was best 
known as the man-

ager of  Tillinghast Lumber, the local 
hardware store and lumber yard. He 
graduated Killingly High School in 
1958 and attended the University of  
Connecticut. 

He married Elaine Sharon Smith in 
1964 and eventually settled in a house 
on Peckham Lane, where they lived for 
50 years. More recently, they resided 
together in Brooklyn.

Andrew was frequently involved in 
civic efforts, including Exchange Club 
events and helping with the Springtime 
Festival. He served on nonprofit boards, 
such as that of  The Learning Clinic, 
Opera North and the Windham Land 
Trust. 

More frequently, he was a quiet help-
er, contributing materials and paint to 
many small causes in town, as needs 
arose. 

Andrew made frequent trips to the 
bank and post office, often more than 
once a day, and could frequently be 
seen having lunch at George’s Galley 
or Zip’s Diner. Between that and the col-
lection of  people who gathered around 

the cash register at Tillinghast Lumber, 
Andrew typically saw a significant 
slice of  the town’s population on the 
average day.

He enjoyed swimming and sailing at 
Alexander’s Lake with his family at the 
cottage his father built in 1947. He was 
very close to his parents, living next 
door for much of  his life, and - along 
with his brothers - provided exception-
al care and attention to them as they 
aged.

Andrew would frequently visit 
Lincolnville, ME, in the summer where 
his father, Richard, owned a house in 
retirement. Andrew owned a large, 
wooded lot there for many years, even-
tually selling it to a conservation orga-
nization.

He is survived by his wife of  60 
years, Elaine Tillinghast; his two sons, 
Mark Tillinghast and David “Tig” 
Tillinghast; his brothers Richard 
“Avery” Tillinghast Jr. and John 
Tillinghast; and three grandchildren: 
Adam Tillinghast, Lucy Tillinghast 
and Turner Tillinghast. He was pre-
deceased by his mother, Mildred 
Tillinghast (née Meech) and his father, 
Richard Avery Tillinghast Sr.

Funeral services will be private and 
at the convenience of  the family. In 
lieu of  flowers may be made to the 
Community Kitchens of  Northern 
Connecticut communitykitchensnect.
org

Andrew Everett Tillinghast, 83

Putnam - Susan 
(Crabtree) Beausoleil, 
74, of  Maynard St, 
Putnam, passed away 
on Tuesday, January 
30, 2024, at home sur-
rounded by her fami-
ly. She was the loving 
wife of  Gerard ‘Jerry’ 
Beausoleil for 52 

years. Born in Putnam, CT, she was the 
daughter of  Irene A. (Niles) Crabtree 
and the late Walter R. Crabtree Sr.

Susan worked as a third-grade 
schoolteacher for many years. She 
also held the position of  Sterile Supply 
Technician at Day Kimball Hospital 
and was a Connecticut certified driver 
Ed. instructor. 

Susan is survived by son, Gregory 
Beausoleil and Lauren of  Putnam, CT; 
two daughters, Andrea Devlin and Sean 
of  Putnam, CT, Melissa Beausoleil of  

Ellington, CT; two brothers, Walter R. 
Crabtree, Jr. and Denise of  Dayville, 
CT, Peter Crabtree and Sue of  Liberty, 
VA; three sisters, Gail Daigle and Gil 
of  Oak Harbor, WA, Betty Delhaie and 
Richard of  Darien, GA, Joan Carter 
and Vance of  Danielson, CT; four 
grandchildren, Brady Devlin, Nicholas 
Devlin, Greyden Beausoleil and Kailer 
Beausoleil; .

Relatives and friends were invited 
to attend a memorial mass in Susan’s 
honor on Saturday February 3, 2024, 
at 11am at St. Mary Church of  the 
Visitation, 218 Providence Street, 
Putnam, CT, 06260. Burial followed 
at St. Mary Cemetery in Putnam, CT. 
In lieu of  flowers the family asks to 
make memorial donations in Susan’s 
honor to the charity of  your choice. 
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Susan L Beausoleil, 74

Putnam – Whitby K. (Kimbell) 
Ellsworth, 90, of  Fox Rd., former owner 
and operator of  National Chromium 
Co., in Putnam, passed away on 
January 24, 2024, at the solar home that 
he designed more than forty years ago. 
He was the loving husband of  Joanna 
Rodensky. Born in New York, NY, he 
was the son of  the late Francis “Pete” 
Ellsworth and Jim (Kimbell) Loeser.

A graduate of  Collegiate School in 
New York City, he attended Cornell 
University.  He was an inveterate adven-
turer, who motorcycled, sailed, and 
then drove (with a succession of  trail-
ers, lovingly known as ‘the Donkey’) 
around the country. He was particular-
ly partial to the Southwestern United 
States, where he often traveled with 
Joanna and, for too short a time, their 
beloved Golden Retriever Humphry. 
During those trips, he further devel-
oped his expertise as a photographer, a 
passion that he pursued throughout the 
years, always seeking to learn about 
ever-changing techniques. So too he 
was a passionate silversmith and wood-

worker. Even in his last days, he could 
be found in his overstocked workshop, 
finishing up projects and welcoming 
many people (his implicit motto was 
“Come one, come all!”) into his space.  
Ever curious, he was committed to 
remaining current and maintaining an 
open-mindedness that created mean-
ingful and diverse social connections. 

He was an indefatigable mentor, 
in particular to his close friend and 
later neighbor Arthur Fairthorne, 
who worked for Whitby for a short 
time before purchasing National Auto 
Dealers Service, Inc. from Whitby.

He took great care of  his family and 
extended family, ready to drop every-
thing to work on any problem. Known 
far and wide as a big tipper, enthusi-
astic wine-buyer, and over-explainer, 
Whitby manifested a sensitivity to the 
world around him and those in it. His 
large circle of  friends and loving fam-
ily attest to the difference he made in 
the world. 

Whitby is survived by his wife, 
Joanna Rodensky; his son Campbell 
Ellsworth and wife Natalia Bard of  
Cambridge, MA; Joanna’s children, 
Michael Rodensky of  San Jose, CA and 
Lisa Rodensky of  Newton MA; brother 
Charles MacDonald; his grandchildren, 
Paris Ellsworth, Jonah Ellsworth, Ida 
Ellsworth, Whitby Ellsworth, Adam 
Ross, Alyson Ross, Emma Rodensky, 
Sam Timbers, Ben Timbers and his cher-
ished caretaker Lucy MacWilliams. He 
was predeceased by his son, Alan Ross, 
and his brothers, George MacDonald, 
and Albert MacDonald.

A celebration of  life in Whitby’s 
honor will be held at a later date. For 
the memorial guestbook, please visit 
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Whitby K. Ellsworth, 90

Danielson – Roger 
Norman Provost, 76, 
of  Cook Hill Road, 
passed away on 
Monday, January 29, 
2024, in the comfort 
of  his home. He was 
the loving husband of  
Helen Jane (Plantier) 
Provost. They were 

married in Sacred Heart Church in 
Wauregan on February 8, 1969.  Born 
in Putnam, he was the son of  the 
late Norman Provost and Georgette 
(Phaneuf) Morin.

Mr. Provost was in the army from 
65-68 as a crew chief  for the helicopter 
units in Vietnam. After his time in the 
Army, he worked as a contractor for his 
business RN Provost Builders for man 
years. During his time as a contractor, 
he built houses and remodeled them 
all over the area. Roger was also a life-
long member of  the Pauchaug Outdoor 
Club, as well as a Civil Air Patrol in 
Danielson. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, 

and woodworking. 
Roger is survived 

by his son Joseph 
Roger Provost and 
his wife Rebecca of  
Oswago, NY, his sis-
ters Denise Winchell 
and her husband 
Ralph of  Burlington, 
MI, Elyne King-
Provost of  Dayville, and Michelle 
Harwood and her husband Ron Soyden 
of  Brooklyn; grandchildren Anastasia 
Provost, Catherine Provost, Damian 
Provost and Benedict Provost; niece 
Sarah Harwood; nephews James King 
and Ryan Lawrence.

Roger is predeceased by his nephew 
Scott King.

A mass in Roger’s honor was held 
on Thursday February 8, 2024, at 11am 
at Our Lady of  La Salette Church, 25 
Providence Street, Brooklyn, CT 06234. 

For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Roger Norman Provost, 76

Send all obituary notices to Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news



DAYVILLE — Susan 
Prest, Housekeeping 
Supervisor, garnered rec-

ognition as Westview’s 
January 2024 Employee of  
the Month. 

Prest is a highly 
esteemed member of  the 
Westview family; having 
worked at the Dayville, 
CT skilled nursing facility 
since 2021. As part of  the 
highly dedicated house-
keeping team that main-
tains the cleanliness, cour-
tesy, and collegiality of  the 
whole building, Susan has 
a keen eye and she main-
tains constant curation of  
her responsibilities—and 
those of  all who surround 
her. She offers a great deal 
of  praise to her colleagues 
humbly stating that they 
are the reason for her suc-
cess. Nonetheless: Susan 
is an amazing contrib-
utor in her own regard. 
 
When you walk into the 

building of  Westview 
Health Care Center, you 
will notice that there is a 
meticulously manicured 
message presented by 
the visage of  the indoor 
aesthetics. In addition to 
the delightfully designed 
architecture, exterior 
environmental fixtures, 
and aptly appointed acces-
sories, the green-room 
welcome at Westview is 
because Susan and her 
colleagues in the Support 
Services Department 
pertain to a particularly 
precious path of  perfor-
mance in the upkeep of  
the floors, walls, ceilings, 
carpets, cementing, and 
carpentry of  the Dayville 
facility. In this effort, she 
takes great pride. 

She declared during 
the discussion of  this 
recent Employee of  the 
Month distinction: “I love 
what I do! It is my pride 
and joy to be a part of  
the team that takes care 
of  this amazing place.” 
 
Prest is one of  eight sib-
lings, and she greatly 
appreciates the bonds 

shared between her-
self  and her brothers 
and sisters. She is quite 
close to her father—liter-
ally and figuratively. He 
resides at Country Living 
at Westview Commons, 
which is a sister facility 
to Westview Health Care 
Center. She credits her 
earnest, determined, and 
kind work ethic from his 
inspiration. After gradu-
ating from Killingly High 
School, Susan attended 
Southeastern Academy 
in Kissimmee, Florida. 
Susan thoroughly enjoys 
spending time with her 
husband Vail and with 
her father “Morrie” at 
Westview Commons. 
One of  her favorite 
things to do is to go out 
to lunch with them at 
local dining destinations. 
 
Upon receiving this 
award, Prest was highly 
appreciative and outward-
ly obliged towards the 
Westview family. 

“I’m really honored 
and grateful to earn the 
recognition as one of  
Westview’s Employees of  

the Month,” she said. 

She went on to praise 
her teammates: “I thank 
all of  my colleagues for 
their guidance, kindness, 
and generosity as we 
learn, earn, and yearn 
together.”

Westview Health Care 
Center is a 103-bed inpa-
tient skilled nursing 
facility, which includes 
a distinct and self-con-
tained 28-bed sub-acute 
short term rehabilitation 
unit and outpatient phys-
ical, occupational and 
speech therapies includ-
ing:  Sports Medicine, 
Adolescent/Pediatric, 
Adult, and Aquatic 
Outpatient Centers, all 
dedicated to provid-
ing outstanding quality 
health care services.  The 
Dayville, Connecticut 
facility is consistently 
ranked among the top 
nursing facilities in the 
nation, according to the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services as well 
as U.S. News and World 
Report, consecutively for 
the past 15 years.
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If you are going to invest in this type of purchase, you will 
not regret going with Renewal by Andersen. Worth 

every penny spent! Excellent customer service and 
superior products! 

1Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 3 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the third window or door, of equal or lesser value, 60% off – applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 2/29/24 with the purchase then occurring on or before 3/10/24. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among 
leading full-service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation.com. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under 
Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. RI 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification 
at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
2Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 12 month promotional period (“Promo Period”) 
during which interest is billed but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be 
paid over 84 monthly payments. For example, assuming the full credit limit is used on loan approval date and no payments are made during Promo Period, for every $1,000 financed at a fixed interest rate of 24.99%, 12 monthly payments of $0 
followed by 84 monthly payments of $28.29. This example is an estimate only. Actual payment amounts based on amount and timing of purchases. Call 866-936-0602 for financing costs and terms. Financing for the GreenSky® consumer loan 
program is provided by Equal Opportunity Lenders. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC, a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs Bank USA. NMLS #1416362. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs are issued by Goldman Sachs Bank USA, 
Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS #208156. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Call before February 29 to 
book your FREE Window 

and Door Diagnosis.

What’s our secret to getting 
so many 5-star reviews?

•  We can upgrade your windows and doors AND stay 
within your budget.

•  There’s no pressure—during your appointment you’ll 
get a price that’s good for a year! 

•  You don’t have to hassle with multiple companies in 
your home, we handle every aspect of the job—no 
finger pointing, no passing the buck. 

•  Our composite Fibrex® material windows are 
stronger than those cheap vinyl windows that 
everyone else sells. And they’ll last longer too.

Call the window & door 
company with the most 
5-star customer reviews!*

4.7 3,753 Google Reviews
HHHHH

HHHHH

Interest is billed during promo period but will 
be waived if the amount financed is paid in 

full before promo period expires.

Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England

Only until February 29!

Buy two windows or doors, get the third one

60% OFF1

with

—Andrew F.

NO
Money Down

NO
Payments

NO
Interest

for 1 year!2

if paid  
in full

959-456-0067

5

1

2

3

4

*

TOWN HALL 
MEETINGS (agendas and 
minutes at woodstockct.
gov.)

Tuesday the 13th
 Committee on Aging, 

5 p.m.
 Board of  Finance, 7 

p.m.

Wednesday the 14th
 Crystal Pond Park 

Commission, 6 p.m.

Thursday the 15th
  Open Space & 

Farmland Acquisition 
Committee, 7 p.m.
 Planning & Zoning 

Commission, 7:30 p.m.

C O M M U N I T Y 
EVENTS

Each Weekday
  Stepping into 

Sobriety Meetings, 
South Woodstock Baptist 
Church.

Monday the 12th
  Mind, Music & 

Movement (ages six and 
under), Woodstock Town 
Hall, 10 a.m.
 Community Kitchen 

Free Lunch, First 
Congregational Church, 
noon.
 Yoga Roots to Fly 

Wellness, Senexet 
Grange, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday the 13th  
 The Bridge Young 

Adults, Evangelical 
Covenant Church
 Yoga Roots to Fly 

Wellness, Senexet 
Grange, 6 p.m.

Wednesday the 14th
 Story Hour, West 

Woodstock Library.

 Knitting Group, Town 
Hall.
  Yoga, Roots to 

Fly Wellness, Senexet 
Grange, 6 p.m.
 Youth Group, South 

Woodstock Baptist 
Church 
 The Bridge (young 

adults), Evangelical 
Covenant Church
  Quiet Corner 

Al-Anon Family 
Group, East Woodstock 
Congregational Church, 
7:30 p.m.

Thursday the 15th
 Lady’s Small Group 

and Men’s Bible Study, 
South Woodstock Baptist 
Church
  Scrabble, West 

Woodstock Library, 2 p.m.
  Indoor Cornhole 

League, Taylor Brooke 
Brewery, 5:30 p.m.
 Bunco Game Night, 

West Woodstock Library, 
6:30, adults only, limit 
12, sign up at librarian@
westwoodstocklibrary.
org.
 Disney’s Newsies Jr., 

Loos Center for the Arts, 
7 p.m.

Friday the 16th
 Story Time Hour, May 

Memorial Library, 10 a.m. 
– noon.
 Disney’s Newsies Jr., 

Loos Center for the Arts, 
2 p.m.
  Valentine’s Day 

Dinner, Inn at Woodstock 
Hill, 6-9 p.m.
 New England Trivia, 

Taylor Brooke Brewery, 
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Saturday the 17th
 Book Club, Bracken 

Memorial Library, 10:30.
 Cousins Main Lobster 

Food Truck, Taylor 
Brooke Brewery, 12-7:30 
p.m.
 Live Music – Dwayne 

Higgins, Taylor Brooke 
Brewery, 2-5 p.m.

Sunday the 18th
 “Woodstock Through 

the Camera’s Eye” exhib-
it, Woodstock Historical 
Society, 10 a.m. – noon
 30 for 30 Food Truck, 

Taylor Brooke Brewery, 
2-6 p.m.
 Live Music – Nick 

Bosse, Taylor Brooke 
Brewery, 2-5 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb. 22
 Bee True to You – A 

Modern Anti-Bullying 
Fairytale, Loos Center for 
the Arts, performances 
9-10 a.m., and 11 a.m. to 
noon

Feb. 29
 American Chop Suey 

Dinner, Senexet Grange.

March 28
 Azul String Quartet, 

Loos Center for the Arts, 
performances 9-10 a.m., 
11 a.m.-noon

March 29
Chicken Pot Pie Dinner, 

Senexet Grange.

May 3 & 4
 The Addams Family, 

musical comedy pro-
duction by Woodstock 
Academy, Loos Center for 
the Arts.

To submit calendar 
items:

woodstockbytheweek
@gmail.com.

CT State Quinebaug Valley holds February events
REGION — The com-

munity is invited to the 
following events, perfor-
mances and exhibits at CT 
State Community College 
Quinebaug Valley’s cam-
puses at 742 Upper Maple 
St. in Danielson and 729 
Main St. in Willimantic, 
as noted. All events are 
free. Visit Quinebaug 
Valley’s website for the 
latest updates related to 
weather delays and clos-
ing at www.qvcc.edu. 

 
• Feb. 7-March 8, 9 a.m.-9 

p.m.
 
G a l l e r y 

Exhibition: “Trajectory 
1974 – 2024,” a retrospec-
tive by Ann C. Rosebrooks, 
is currently on display 
in the Spirol Art Gallery 
at Quinebaug’s 
main campus in 
Danielson. “Trajectory” 
is a celebration of  
Rosebrooks’ long career as 
an artist in her communi-
ty and around the country. 
Among the exhibition’s 
many pieces are two that 
are part of  the gallery’s 
permanent collection. For 
more information, contact 
Jessica Porzuczek, pro-
fessor of  visual arts and 
Spirol Gallery director 

at jporzuczek@qvcc.com-
mnet.edu.

 
• Feb. 13, 12:30-3:10 p.m. 
 
Guest Lecture: “Local 

Black History with 
Dr. Stacey Close and 
Donna Dufresne,” in 
the Fireside Lounge at 
Quinebaug’s main cam-
pus, Danielson. Close 
will focus on “African 
Americans and the 
Vote,” while Dufresne 
will present on “Slaves 
in Our Backyard.” The 
program is part of  cam-
pus celebrations of  Black 
History Month. Beverages 
and light food will be 
served. The event will be 
rescheduled to Feb. 20 at 
the same time if  there 
is an inclement weather 
closing.

 
A native of  

Georgia, Close has worked 
in higher education as a 
professor and administra-
tive leader for more than 
25 years. He currently 
serves as a professor of  
African American histo-
ry at Eastern Connecticut 
State University and is 
completing a study on the 
Black Hartford Freedom 
Struggle from 1915-70. 

Close was named one of  
100 Most Influential Black 
People by the Connecticut 
NAACP. He has been a 
guest on NPR’s “Where We 
Live,” and a panelist on 
the Smithsonian Channel. 
He has presented nation-
ally, and his work has been 
appeared widely in publi-
cations. 

 
Dufresne is an educa-

tor, writer, and historian 
who is involved in several 
historical research proj-
ects to educate students 
and adults about the rich 
and diverse understory of  
local history. Her research 
and writing have helped to 
shed light on the soldiers 
of  the CT 29th Regiment 
Connecticut Volunteers 
in Windham County, 
who were of  African 
and Nipmuc descent, 
and some of  their ances-
tors who were enslaved 
in the region during the 
18th century. Dufresne 
has worked with the 
Wyndham Land Trust to 
install a memorial stone 
for enslaved Africans 
buried in the Randall/
Higginbotham Cemetery 
in Pomfret and is writing 
a book about how to inter-
pret American history 

through a local lens. 
 
For more informa-

tion, contact Philhemina 
Boone, pboone@qvcc.
edu, 860.932.4176, or Jon 
Andersen, jandersen@
qvcc.edu,860.932.4054.

 
• Feb. 26, 7-8:30  p.m.
 
P o e t r y 

Reading: “African 
Americans and the Arts: 
Poetry with Frederick 
Douglass Knowles and 
Rhonda Ward” will 
be held at Quinebaug 
Valley’s Willimantic 
campus. Light snacks 
and refreshments will be 
available. The event will 
be rescheduled to Feb. 28 
if  there is an inclement 
weather closing.

 
Educator, poet, and lit-

erary activist Frederick-
Douglass Knowles II is a 
professor of  English at 
CT State Three Rivers in 
his native city of  Norwich 
and the inaugural Poet 
Laureate of  the city of  
Hartford. Knowles was 
the 2020 Connecticut of  
the Arts Fellow in Artist 
Excellence for Poetry/
Creative Non-Fiction and 
a recipient of  the 2019 

Nutmeg Poetry Award. 
Known for his dynam-
ic and moving readings, 
he is a Pushcart Prize 
nominee and the author 
of  “BlackRoseCity.”

 
Rhonda Ward served 

as the inaugural Poet 
Laureate for the City of  
New London from 2017 
to 2021. Her poems have 
appeared in print and 
online publications, such 
as Poetry, Connecticut 
Woodlands, Cape Cod 
Quarterly, the nature 
anthology “Waking Up 
to the Earth,” edited by 
Connecticut Poet Laureate 
emerita Margaret Gibson, 
and the Academy of  
American Poets’ Poem-A-
Day Project online. Ward 
has read her poetry inter-
nationally.

 
For more information, 

contact Jon Andersen, pro-
fessor of  English, jander-
sen@qvcc.edu, phone: 
860.932.4054.

 
About CT State  
With the merger of  the 

12 Connecticut communi-
ty colleges in July 2023, CT 
State Community College 
is now the largest com-
munity college in New 

England, enrolling more 
than 70,000 students each 
year, and approximately 
25 percent of  college stu-
dents in Connecticut. As 
the most affordable college 
in CT, CT State is dedicat-
ed to making quality edu-
cation accessible to all in 
a supportive and inclusive 
learning environment. 
CT State students benefit 
from a streamlined finan-
cial aid process and apply 
once to take classes at 
any campus. The campus-
es—Asnuntuck (Enfield), 
Capital (Hartford), 
Gateway (New Haven and 
North Haven), Housatonic 
(Bridgeport), Manchester, 
Middlesex (Middletown 
and Meriden), Naugatuck 
Valley (Waterbury and 
Danbury), Northwestern 
(Winsted), Norwalk, 
Quinebaug Valley 
(Danielson and 
Willimantic), Three 
Rivers (Norwich), 
and Tunxis (Farmington 
and Bristol)—form a net-
work that empowers stu-
dents to tailor their edu-
cational journey to their 
needs. 

Susan Prest earns Westview’s Employee of the Month Award

Susan Prest

WOODSTOCK BY THE 
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