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LHS student selected
for district band

Leicester High School junior musician Ryan Delage was selected to participate in a distin-

guished regional band.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — The
school community con-
gratulates LHS junior
musician Ryan Delage
for being selected to
represent his school at
Senior Central Districts.

Delage specializes
in mallet percussion,
which consists of the
xylophone, bells, and
marimba, among other
instruments. Having
spent three years as a
member of the Junior
Central Districts Band,
this year’s selection

marked his debut in the
decorated Senior Central
Districts Band.

“Being selected to
Central Districts is an
honor to me because
music is important to me
and is a big part of my
life,” Delage told the New
Leader. “I am proud to be
the only representative
of the Leicester Music
Department to have
made the Central District
Band. I worked very hard
each year, and I am happy
that my hard work paid
off.”

The audition process
for the band is always a

New Principal

settles 1n at

Knox Trail

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — Following last month’s resignation
of the Knox Trail Middle School principal, SEBRSD
leaders didn’t need to look very far to find an accom-
plished successor. In fact, they didn’t even need to look
beyond the district.

In his first few weeks since assuming the role of
KTMS Principal while retaining his existing position
at the helm of East Brookfield Elementary School,
Ron Tomlin has enjoyed a seamless transition.

Just before Thanksgiving, EBES educator Christine
Lavin was promoted to “Lead Teacher” to help lighten
the load on Tomlin as he manages dual administrative
positions.

“When he steps away from EBES, Mrs. Lavin as
Lead Teacher will look after any operational needs
and reach out should Mr. Tomlin or I be needed,”
said Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District
Superintendent Paul Haughey.

For Tomlin, the most exciting part of assuming
the KTMS position is seeing plenty of familiar young
faces from last year at EBES. Now seventh graders at
KTMS, the students were thrilled to see their former
principal join them at the middle school level.

“It’s been really cool to see them in a different
school. They are excited that I'm over here now,”
Tomlin told the New Leader.

It’s no easy task to handle any two positions con-
currently, especially those involving the demands of
educational leadership. Tomlin has benefited from
strong staffs at both schools that have helped reduce
the workload.

Looking ahead, Tomlin is eager to continue meeting
new KTMS family members while working with the
staff to ensure continuity. On Nov. 3, former KTMS
principal Gina Fasoli resigned her position, leaving
a void that required an experienced successor to fill.

“It’s a great staff, and the kids are here to learn
every day,” Tomlin said.

SEBRSD officials thank all staff members at both
schools who have stepped up to make the best of a
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major challenge for stu-
dents, as only the most
accomplished perform-
ers from throughout the
region are chosen.

“I stayed after school
every day for two weeks
with my amazing band
teacher, Ms. Phillips, to
practice my music on the
marimba and to practice
the auxiliary percussion
(triangle, tambourine,
crash cymbals, suspend-
ed cymbal, bass drum),”
Delage added. “I also got
a lot of help from my
music lessons instructor,
Samantha Raillo.”

Even though Delage
wasn’'t able to warm up
in advance of his audi-
tion, he quickly gained
momentum through the
performance.

“I thought I started off
terrible with my scale,
but after that I felt really

ﬁS students

confident with my other
scales, my solo, and the
auxiliary  percussion
parts,” Delage said. “I felt
relieved to learn that I
was selected to be in the
Central Districts Band.”

In preparation for the
upcoming Senior Central
Districts performance,
Delage will attend two
practice rehearsals next
month, followed by a
dress rehearsal on Jan. 13
prior to the concert that
day at Mechanics Hall.

“I am going to prepare
for the rehearsals and
concert by practicing
all of the instruments
I am going to play. This
includes the glocken-
spiel, claves, cowbell,
triangle, and crotales,”
Delage said. “I will prac-
tice and make sure I am
prepared to play my parts
perfectly at the rehears-
als. I plan to work hard
and prove that selecting
me to be a part of the
Central Districts Band
was an excellent choice.”

School officials are
thrilled to see Delage
continue to excel and
represent LHS at major
functions. In recent
years, the school’s Music
Department has seen
several young musicians
progress through its
programs and perform
alongside the best talents
the region has to offer.

“Ryan put in so much
work to prepare for
his audition. We spent
countless hours read-
ing through the music,
changing tempos, and
staring at the music until
it made sense,” said LHS
music teacher Alexis
Phillips. “Ryan is one of
the most hard-working
students at LHS. Between
AP classes, soccer, track,
and homework, he finds
time to practice some-
thing that truly means
so much to him. I am so
proud of all the work
Ryan puts into our music
program.”
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Investigation

continues into

bomb threat at
LHS

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Police continue to investigate the
bomb threat that caused Leicester High School to be
evacuated earlier this month.

On Dec. 14 at approximately 10:10 a.m., a written
bomb threat was reported to the high school adminis-
tration. Posted to a web chat, the threat indicated that
a bomb would go off in the men’s bathroom within 30
minutes, school officials said.

All high school students were evacuated from the
LHS campus to the Winslow Ave School. Local first
responders worked quickly to sweep the campus.

“The Leicester Police and Fire Departments were
immediately notified,” read a statement released
by Leicester Public Schools Superintendent Brett
Kustigian. “The Leicester Police Department conduct-
ed a primary and secondary sweep of all bathrooms.
Nothing was found and the building was cleared for
occupancy.”

Troopers from the Massachusetts State Police were
also called to provide canine assistance.

By the middle of the day, LHS students were able to
resume their normal schedules. The Leicester Police
Department remained on site to assist students and
staff members.

“The administration will continue to investigate all
possible leads, and we encourage any students who
have information to talk to a staff member or trusted
adult,” Kustigian’s statement read. “The safety of our
students and staff is our number one priority, and we
will do everything possible to provide a safe learning
environment. Thank you to the Leicester Police and
Fire Departments for their continued partnership.”

The Dec. 14 bomb threat occurred just over two
months after a bomb threat was emailed to LHS on Oct.
2. That message contained a threat to the high school
cafeteria, which caused students to be evacuated from
the Fuller Academic Building.

After investigators were unable to immediately
determine the source of the Oct. 2 threat, LHS saw an
increased police presence over the next few days.

Following a full investigation, charges were filed in
connection with the Oct. 2 incident, police said. As of
press time, information on the suspect(s) had not been
released.

Leicester Police Chief Ken Antanavica told the
New Leader investigators do not believe the two bomb
threats are related. A preliminary review of the Dec.
14 threat indicated a likely swatting incident, but the
investigation is ongoing, police said.

“Detectives are following up on every lead,”
Antanavica said.

The Leicester Police Department, Massachusetts
State Police, and the FBI are all involved in the investi-
gation. If you have information on the incident, please
contact the LPD.

Wesent winter concert
- - [

East Brookfield Elementary School students recently performed a winter concert.

EAST BROOKFIELD
— Students at East
Brookfield Elementary
School celebrated the hol-
iday season with a special
event this month.

Ahead of the holiday
break, EBES parents and
families packed the gym
to watch a winter con-
cert performed by stu-
dents on Dec. 14. Several
favorite holiday and win-
ter-themed songs were
performed.

“We had a packed
house, filling the gymna-
sium with families and

friends to enjoy the fantas-
tic show put on by our stu-
dents,” said EBES Lead
Teacher Christine Lavin.

The concert was led by
EBES music teacher Stacy
Simonson and accompa-
nist Amy Story.

The event began with
selections performed by
the school band, which
features students in
grades 4-6. Pre-K and Kkin-
dergarten students then
performed for guests, fol-
lowed by students repre-
senting each level from
grades 1-6.

Chorus students in
grades 4-6 offered three
songs, and the event con-
cluded with an all-school
song: “Have a Holly, Jolly
Christmas.”

“The winter con-
cert at East Brookfield
Elementary was a spec-
tacular event,” Simonson
said. “The students
worked very hard for this
event, and I am extreme-
ly proud of all of them.
They shined like bright
stars and lit the room up.
What a special night.”

EBES families are

thanked for their support
of the event, which never
would have been possible
without the hard work of
students and staff mem-
bers.

“Many thanks to
[Principal] Mr. Tomlin,
the staff, custodians, and
teachers at EBES for all
their support in making
this concert possible.
Special thanks to Ms.
Ouellette for the wonder-
ful artwork created by the
students,” read a state-
ment released by event
organizers.
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Dynamic curriculum! Focused on language,

P literacy, & social emotional development!
g"é Healthy breakfast & lunch served daily.
WORCI

ESTER

&
p“@
@
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Openings are available for income-eligible

families residing in Brookfield, Charlton,

Douglas, Dudley, East Brookfield, Leicester

Millbury, Oxford, Spencer, Southbridge,
Sturbridge, Warren, Webster

Grandparents raising grandchildren find support in one another

Santa (Dan Chauvin) and GRG organizer Kim Rockwood are in the center of a crowd of grandparents.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — Six years ago,
Susan Neslusan’s life took a
turn back to something she
knew quite well, but didn’t
really intend to revisit.

Her son’s opioid crisis gave
her custody of her grandchil-
dren, and she’s been raising
them ever since.

“You have to make a choice
to save your child or your
grandchild,” she said. “If they
won’t get help, you do what you
have to do.”

She spoke while cradling
six-year-old Adrian at last
week’s Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren (GRG) holiday
party in Oxford. Neslusan said
she wouldn’t identify her other
grandson, now 15, because of
friction with his mother.

“After
not par-
enting for
30 years,
then you
have a
houseful
of Kkids
again,
it’'s  not
easy,” she
added.

Like
many
grand-

" Wishing You a Warm and Safe parents

Happy
Holidays &

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

www.harringtonhospital.org

in  this
situation,
Neslusan
sees some
serious
differ-
ences
between
w h at

her own

/
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did. The biggest ones come from
technology, she said.

“The cell phone is the worst
thing that ever happened to them.
They’re overloaded with informa-
tion that’s not age-appropriate,
grow up too fast and don’t go
outside and play like we did,” she
added.

Former School Committee
member September Forbes
knows what that’s like. She raised
her granddaughter for 13 years
until the girl went back to her par-
ents last year. To her, the biggest
challenge is “finding the support
they need” when pensions often
exceed aid programs’ income eli-
gibility but aren’t enough to actu-
ally raise a kid. Beyond that, she
noted, mental health services for
youth have “long, long waitlists
that are getting longer.”

That’s where Kim Rockwood
came in. Because she was “rais-
ing three grandchildren and had
no help” back in 2018, she start-
ed trying to find resources for
older people in the same situa-
tion. The quest led her to found
a local branch of GRG in Oxford
with members from several area
towns. She’s now working with
the Webster schools to establish a
group there.

“I don’t mind yelling loud to
get people’s attention,” she said.
“That’s what these people need,
and ultimately, it’s the grandchil-
dren who benefit.”

Webster Superintendent
Monique Pierangeli agreed, not-
ing her schools have “so many
families where parents have
struggled,” and some are grand-
parent-led. She’s hoping to start
GRG meetings there in January,
and has so far been sending such
grandparents to Oxford’s group.

“We’ll do anything we can do
to support our community,” she
said. “It’s definitely a different
world for grandparents, very dif-
ferent from raising children 10 or
20 years ago.”
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According to the AARP Web
site, “U.S. census data shows that
7.1 million American grandpar-
ents are living with their grand-
children under 18. Some 2.3 mil-
lion of those grandparents are
responsible for their grandchil-
dren. About a third of grandchil-
dren living with grandparents
who are responsible for them are
younger than six.”

This kind of parenting goes
by at least two names — “kinship
care” and “grandfamilies.” The
site notes there are many causes,
and it tends to rise during periods
of crisis, but two big ones stand
out in recent years: covid, which
left at least 140,000 children with-
out parents, and opioid addiction.

In a sense, it’s a variant of
something that’s been known for
millennia - extended families.
But through most of human his-
tory, the grandparents in the pic-
ture were providing assistance to
functional parents, usually with a
whole community or clan around
them. Today, they have the role
of being the parents in a culture
that lauds nuclear family “inde-
pendence,” which can be isolat-
ing.

“It’s so late in life to be all of
a sudden faced with youngsters
again,” said Dan Chauvin, who
was playing Santa that day. “It’s
a challenge when you’re young,
but how can you not say yes? My
hat’s off to these grandparents.
They’re really special people.”

Chauvin said he hasn’t had
to raise his grandchildren, so
he saw the event as a chance
to “watch Kkids be kids. There’s
nothing better, especially in this
world where there’s so much neg-
ativity.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at
gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Cornerstone Bank recognizes 21 employees
for dedicated service

WORCESTER
— Cornerstone Bank, a
community bank with
10 locations throughout
Central Massachusetts,
recently honored 21
employees who hit a
landmark in their ten-
ure in 2023. The Years of
Service Awards were pre-
sented on December 6 in
Sturbridge. Cornerstone
employees are honored
for every five years of
service.

“The dedication of
these 21 employees is
inspiring,” aid CEO of
Cornerstone Bank Todd
Tallman. “We work to fos-
ter a culture of growth
and development within
our institution, and it is a
true testament when we
see the longevity of some
of our team members.
I congratulate them for
their years— and some
for their decades—of loy-
alty and commitment to
our customers.”

The following 21
employees were recog-
nized at the event:

25 Years

Heather Goguen

Kyle Hill

James Sandagato

Todd Tallman

20 Years

QCC’s Adult Community

WORCESTER

— Quinsigamond
Community  College’s
Adult Community

Learning Center (ACLC)
hasreceivedmorethan$1.8
million per year for five
years in its latest funding
from the Massachusetts

Department of
Elementary and
Secondary Education,

up from their 2022 fund-
ing which was approxi-
mately $1.2 million. The
increase has enabled the
hiring of more instruc-
tors and support staff
to accommodate ACLC’s
high-demand programs.
This increase in funding
has led to approximately
140 additional students
being able to enroll in the
English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL)
program in fall 2023.

The ACLC also runs a
GED/HiSET  program
for adult learners and
between the two pro-
grams, the ACLC has
approximately 500 stu-
dents enrolled monthly.
According to Director of

Michael Sullivan

15 Years

Jessica Johnson

10 Years

Scott Auen

Daniel D’Amico
Valerie Korzec
Thomas Langmeyer
Kerri Lee

Maria Martinez
Meredith Nordstrom
Stacie Partlow

5 Years

Alexandria Dickson
Andrea Fournier
Brian Grady

Tracey Jeffries
Maria Salvatore

Lisa Stone
Julia Westwell

Cornerstone has
branches in Charlton,
Holden, Leicester,
Rutland, Southbridge,
Spencer, Sturbridge,
Webster and Worcester.

About
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was
formed in 2017, born of
a long history of sup-
porting the community,
and providing a strong
foundation to help peo-
ple and Dbusinesses

Cornerstone

receives increased funding

the Adult Community
Learning Center Kim
White, the need for adult
education programs, espe-
cially ESOL, has been
high, with more than 400
people currently on the
waitlist.

“One of our major attri-
butes is that we provide
classes during the day and
night as well as in person,
remote and hybrid,” said
White. “We provide these
different time options and
multiple modalities for
the student that’s working
several jobs and taking
care of a family. Our pro-
gram reflects our commu-
nity and the community’s
need.”

White also noted that
ACLC students have
access to the same QCC
supports as students in
credit programs, such
as the Homeplate Food
Pantry and Resource
Center and accessibility
services.

Joselyn Suero, a
Worcester resident who
is originally from the
Dominican Republic, has

been in the United States
for over a decade. Due to
an unexpected illness,
Suero found herself in the
doctor’s office frequently
and grew frustrated from
her inability to fully com-
municate with the med-
ical staff. This was the
impetus she needed and
in 2020, she enrolled in
QCC’s ACLC to work on
her English skills. After
several years in the pro-
gram, Suero said she no
longer needed an inter-
preter for her medical
appointments.

“This is the best pro-
gram in the world. I am so
grateful,” Suero added.

ESOL Instructor Jay
Villagbmez is in his sec-
ond year of teaching at
the ACLC and has expe-
rienced what it is like to
learn English firsthand.
Villagobmez was born in
the Philippines and grew
up in Saipan, where he
began studying English at
the age of 14 with the goal
of attending an American
university.

“It’s not just learning

the language but learning
to live in a new country
and a new culture. The
privilege of being a teach-
er is seeing my students
realize they can empower
themselves. It’s really fun
to teach adult students
and it’s a way of paying
it forward, the way people
helped me learn English,”
Villagomez said.

According to
Villagomez, another
important feature of
1QCC’s adult education
program is the case man-
agers, who connect stu-
dents with support for
both academic and per-
sonal needs.

“The case managers
help bridge the needs of
English learners. When
a student is absent, they
reach out to see how they
can help,” Villagomez con-
tinued. “It makes a world
of difference, especially
for students who are sepa-
rated from their home cul-
tures and could be floun-
dering during their initial
years in the country.”

White noted that the

EAST BROOKFIELD

Ryder Bayer

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HONOR ROLIL

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Spencer-East
Brookfield Regional School District is a commu-
nity committed to teaching and learning with
purpose. To these ends, we wanted to celebrate
our East Brookfield Elementary School scholars
who earned honor roll for the first trimester of the
2023-2024 academic year.

The honor roll for East Brookfield
ElementarySchool will be calculated at the con-
clusion of each marking period for Grades 5 - 6.
All courses in which students earn credit and
receive a numer-

Honor Roll 6th Grade - Mrs. Lavin j‘
I

Kenzie Berard
Addison Bibinski
Victoria Mulrain
Shelby Parsons
Aleena Patchen
Brayden Roldan
Zachary Rossi

East Brookfield Elementary School utilizes an
unweighted average, which is the exact numerical
average a student receives for each class in a mark-
ing period will be used to determine honor roll.

Please join us in extend-
ing heartfelt congratulations
to all of our Knox Trail
Middle School scholars who
made the 2023-2024 Q1 High
Honors and Honor Roll!

ical grade will be
used in determin-
ing honor roll. The
honor roll is based
on the average a
student achieves
each marking peri-
od. The following
averages will be
used to calculate
honor roll:

High Honors - an
average of 90 per-
cent or greater

Honors - an aver-
age of 85 percent

or greater
First trimester
Honor Roll- 5th
grade- Mrs. St.
G(i\(/){l‘%eK enzie Town of Dudley is an AA/EEO employer.
Salary: $39,555.00 - $41,632.00 per year
Estabrook Ay
Jack G Benefits:
ackson Lreen- g, Dental insurance
Cayefr . Employee assistance program
Elise Jenkinson

Health insurance
Life insurance
Retirement plan

Grace Pattee
First Trimester

Assessor Clerk-Full Time
Town of Dudley

The Town of Dudley seeks qualified applicants for the position of Asses-
sor’s Clerk. The position is a 39 hour per week position. A minimum of a
high school degree or an equivalent apprentice level of knowledge with
an Associate’s degree preferred. One to three years related experience
in an office environment with skills and abilities to perform the essential
functions of the job. Basic knowledge of common policies and state laws/
regulations pertaining to property assessment and valuation techniques
and practices, working knowledge of office procedures. Knowledge of
assessing software (Vision Government Solutions) pertaining to property
valuations and office software (Word and Excel) as well as social media
and internet support of department operations. Knowledge of the provi-
sions of the State Open Meeting Law. Ability to follow and understand
oral and written instructions. To develop and maintain public confidence
and respect, work independently and to interact effectively with disgrun-
tled members of the public and other department personnel. This is a
grade 2 position with a starting range of $39,555.59 to $41,632 with a
90-day review for increase. A copy of the job description is available on
the town’s website. Resumes accepted until the position is filled. The

ACLC program strives
to empower students to
gain employment with
self-sustaining wages or
progress to better paying
positions through English
proficiency in speaking,
reading, writing and civ-
ics. Additionally, many
students continue on to
higher levels of training
and higher education.

“l have a bachelor’s
degree

thrive. Serving Worcester
County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model
enables a unique ability
to deliver outstanding
service, with a personal
touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of
service and expertise for
individuals, businesses,
and community orga-
nizations with branch
locations throughout
Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to
connect customers with
opportunities, through a
broad range of deposit
and loan products, and
services. Built on Trust is
not just a tagline, but also
one of our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether
a business or personal
partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships
are built on trust. To
learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings,
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Learning Center

mothers studying English.
“I say to the other moms,
‘Don’t give up. Here in the
United States, you have
SO0 many opportunities.
You're going to get there

if you keep going.””
To learn more,
visit www.QCC.edu/

ACLC.

from the
Dominican
Republic,
but I want
to keep
studying
in college. I |
discovered |
I love to do
community
service,”
said Suero,
who owns
a barber-
shop in
Worcester
with her Ir
husband.
Suero
also runs

a group for

b
See our website & N
Facebook for ()
Winter hours S B

Cormier Jewelers & ity

A Family Business Since 1949

@ 152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 ¢ CormierSpencer.com
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Start a career you'll love
and open the door
to possibility for
individuals facing
complex challenges.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

—
VISA

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 < Leicester, MA

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses

Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured
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First responders from several local departments were recently honored for finding a missing Oakham boy in February.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION —  Worcester
County District Attorney
Joseph Early, Jr., recent-
ly recognized several first
responders and civilian
search team members for

their efforts in reuniting a
missing Oakham boy with
his family earlier this year.

More than 60 first respond-
ers and civilian search team
members were honored
on Dec. 5 for their rapid
response in February, which

CLUES ACROSS

1. A way to injure

5. Mutual savings bank

8. Rock TV channel

11. Large number of fish
swimming together

13. Military mailbox

14. Female of a horse

15. Category

16. City

17. Breezed through

18. Officer who bears a mace

20. Tax collector

21. *Cheers” actress Perlman

22. Pauses before acting

25. Extracted information from
a wave

30. Tendency to revert to
something ancestral

31. No seats available

32, Nocturnal rodents

b 2

CLUES DOWN

1. “The world’s most famous
arena”

2. Polite interruption sound

3. Private school in New York

4. Refuse of grapes

5. Tomei, actress

6. Adult beverages

7. Supporter

8. Papier-__, art material

9. Forests have them

10. Most ancient Hindu scriptures

12. Downwind

14. Marketplace

19. Flowering plant genus

23. Street where nightmares
happen

24. Admirer

25. Dip lightly into water

26. When you hope to get there

27. Partner to cheese

33. Moves gently to and fro

38. Not good

41. A way to ready

43. One who makes something better

45. Things associated with American
history

48. Ancient Phoenician fertility god

49. A continuous portion of a circle

50. Volcanic craters

55. Units of electrical resistance

56. Gamble on

57. Ethiopian town

59. One point east of northeast

60. Polynesian garland of flowers

61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

62. State of fuss

63. Keyboard key

64. Partner to relaxation

29. A way to disqualify

34, South American plant

35. Fold-away bed

36. Debbie Harry album *_ Koo”

37. Swedish krona

39. Displaying warmth and
friendliness

40. Official orders

41. Bowling alley necessity

42, Stray

44, About milk

45, Expressed pleasure

46. Caribbean dance

47. If not

48.  fide (Latin)

51. Swiss river

52. Hebrew calendar month

53. One easily swindled

54. Point that is one point south
of southwest

28. Eggs 58. Small island (British)
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led to the location of missing
five-year-old Owen Goderre
and his dog.

Honorees include members
of theNorth Brookfield Police
Department, Massachusetts
State Police, Oakham Police
Department, Oakham Fire
Department, Massachusetts
Environmental Police,
Rutland Fire Department,
Rutland Police Department,
FitchburgPoliceDepartment,
Rutland Regional Emergency
Communications Center,
Barre Police Department,
Central Massachusetts
Search and Rescue Team,
and the Hampden County
Sheriff’s Department.

Honorees were each pre-
sented with the District
Attorney’s Team Excellence
and Merit Award for their
efforts during the Feb. 20
search and rescue mission.

“On that February day,
Owen’s family was filled
with dread and fear when
they realized he’d walked out
the door. It is every parent’s
nightmare,” Early said. “The
law enforcement officers,
firefighters, first respond-
ers, and civilian search team
members who responded
quickly to find Owen have
families, too. That day, they
treated Owen like he was
part of their family and they
brought him home safe.”

State Police leaders were
thrilled to play a role in
the successful outcome.
Recognizing the hazardous
conditions of a February res-
cue mission in the woods,
officials knew they had to
work quickly.

“There 1is, perhaps, no
type of call to which a police
officer, firefighter, or search
volunteer responds that
carries a greater urgency
than a child lost in a dan-
gerous place. With a young
life possibly in the balance,
the dozens of first respond-
ers and civilian searchers
who raced to find Owen and
his dog that February day
truly epitomized the core
purpose of these callings—
to help the vulnerable,”
said Colonel John Mawn,
Jr., Superintendent of the

Massachusetts State Police.
“I commend all the rescuers
honored today for respond-
ing to Owen’s day of need,
including the 28 members of
the MSP from various units.”

Honorees included
the State Police Special
Emergency Response Team,
who specialize in search and
rescue operations in chal-
lenging environments.

Owen, who has autism and
is non-verbal, left his Edson
Road home with the family
dog, Tika, during the morn-
ing hours of Feb. 20. He was
able to wander off just before
the home’s alarm was set,
officials said.

The home is surround-
ed by thick woodlands and
the Ware River watershed.
After failing to find Owen
during an initial search,
family members called 911
and received instructions
from the Rutland Regional
Emergency Communications
Center while police respond-
ed.

“It was incredible how fast
they responded. Within a
half hour, there were drones;
and within an hour, police
lined the roads. They were
amazing,” Owen’s mother,
Samantha Kendall, said.

As the wurgent search
continued, additional law
enforcement officials and
civilian search team mem-
bers flooded the area. Less
than three hours after Owen
was reported missing, offi-
cers informed the family that
the boy and Tika had both
been found safe.

“A sense of peace came
over me. The relief was 1,000
pounds coming off my shoul-
ders,” Kendall said.

The Team Excellence and
Merit Award was created by
Early in 2019 to recognize
public safety officials who go
above and beyond the call of
duty to assist those in need.

If you would like to nom-
inate an individual for the
award, contact the Worcester
County District Attorney’s
Office at 508-755-8601.
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REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

$60,000, 86 Town Farm Rd,
Cloutier, Mathieu L, and Cloutier,
Monica, to Lumb, Craig.

$60,000, 90 Town Farm Rd,
Cloutier, Mathieu L, and Cloutier,
Monica, to Lumb, Craig.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$633,000, 180 Lakeview Ave,
Gatto, John P, and Gatto, Amy
J, to Orszulak, Thomas R, and
Orszulak, Kathleen T.

LEICESTER

$520,000, 37-39 Church St, Garcia,
Miguel, and Mejia, Evelyn J, to
Church St Acquisition LLC.

$490,000, 1 Sabina Cir, Caravella,
Stephen G, and Caravella, Donna
M, to Duffy, Amanda R, and
Almeida, Cesar F.

$470,000, 52 Virginia Dr #52,
Desforges, Eileen D, and Desforges,
Paul R, to Thurlow, James H, and
Thurlow, Irene J.

$400,000, 26 Rawson Dr, Pickett,
Daniel H, and Pickett, Susan J,
to Murray, Justin, and Murray,
Elizabeth.

$362,500, 14 Crestwood Rd, Case,
Nathaniel S, and Case, Natalia
L, to Oconnell Jr, Thomas, and
Douglas, Elizabeth.

$300,000, 197 Main St, Poirier Ft,
and Poirier, Thomas J, to Lambert,
Linda.

$300,000, 82 Lake Ave, Leong,
Jill, to Huynh, Duc N, and Nguyen,
Hoa T.

$275,000, 141 White Birch St,
Mallozzi, Sharon A, and Mallozzi,
Peter V, to C Lopez Investments
LLC.

$250,000, 16 Mill St, Sixteen Mill
Street Rt, and Gabriel, Jonathan S,
to Mr Care Realty LLC.

$232,000, 75 Huntoon Memorial
Hwy #1-11, Wong, Lily, to Menard,
Alexis.

$210,000, 75 Huntoon Memorial
Hwy #4-6, Sauvageau, Barbara L,
to Livingston, Timothy:

$191,000, 329 Main St, Tirrell,
Herbert, and Midfirst Bank, to V
& J LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$465,000, 12 Collins Rd, Helen B
Blalock Ft, and Custer, Lou A, to
Attella, Nathaniel M, and Broman,
Katie E.

$315,000, 5 Nursery Ave, Carney,
Bryan J, to Nelson, David W, and
Nelson, Janet L.

$70,000, 85-A Brookfield Rd,
A R Belli Development LLC, to
Kieman, Craig.

SPENCER

$585,000, 10 Nottingham Cir,
Foley, Lori A, and Foley, Katrina
A, to Dudek, Robyn, and Dudek,
David.

$555,000, 16 Marble Rd, Ronald
Brault Prop LLC, to Nguyen, Binh,
and Nguyen, Dina.

$525,000, 3 R Jones Rd, Mayhew,
Bruce N, and Mayhew, Amy, to
Douglas, Laura M, and Clark Jr,
James.

$512,000, 120 E Charlton Rd,
Bertrand, Thad J, and Gonzalez,
Sarrina E, to Mcgrail, Sean, and
Cicero, Nicole.

$490,000, 102 Hastings Rd, Dyer,
Lloyd L, and Dyer, Wanda L, to
Porter-Devriese, Joel E, and Cash,
Kelly M.

$460,000, 27 Wilson Ave, Conner,
Grace G, and Conner, Scott M, to
Bishop, James W.

$460,000, 29 Wilson Ave, Conner,
Grace G, and Conner, Scott M, to
Bishop, James W.

$460,000, 7 Brewer Ln, Conner,
Grace G, and Conner, Scott M, to
Bishop, James W.

$410,000, 37 Paxton Rd, 37 Paxton
Road LLC, to Obrien, Shauna.

$149,000, 16 Irving St, Johnson,
Nancy J, and Bk Of Ny Mellon Tr,
to Jebola Properties Inc.

WARREN
$135,000, 40 Hillside Ave, Razzak,

Fallah, to Marston, Kevin, and
Marston, Greth.

WEST BROOKFIELD

$495,000, Rodman St, Chisco
Realty LLC, to Nichols, Gerald,
and Nichols, Susan.

$285,000, 19 School St, Sec Of
Veterans Affairs, to Pollard,
Matthew.

$66,000, 112 Tucker Rd, Kiernan,
Amy J, and Kiernan, Terrence, to
Dwinell, Timothy.

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Local police team up to purchase g1fts for students

Courtesy

Local police leaders recently gave back to kids with a special hol-
iday season event.

SPENCER — Local first responders recently held an
annual program to benefit kids this holiday season.

The Spencer Police Union and the East Brookfield Police
Department teamed up to purchase a gift for every student
in the Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District
from grades pre-K to four.

“This is a yearly tradition that we love just as much as
the kids do. They were treated to a magic show, and then
Mr. and Mrs. Claus came to help hand out all the gifts,” read
a statement released by the SPD. “We would like to thank
everyone who has donated to our association this past year,
as it assists us with being able to give back to the community
in ways such as this.” o

DURKIN & SONS
Truckmg Co.

so=% Pickups

www.durkintrucking.com
&s Spencer
508-885-4499

Town of Spencer
is seeking private snow plowers
for the 2023-2024 Winter Season.

If interested, please contact
the Office of Utilities and Facilities,
3 Old Meadow Road, Spencer, MA
Monday-Thursday 8:00am — 5:00pm,
call 508-885-7515
or on the Town website www.spencerma.gov
Applications should be submitted
as soon as possible.
The Town of Spencer is an equal opportunity
employer.

Trash
Removal

Weekly

Cleanouts

Community
Connection

\[OF' i1 JEWELERS

Pr&pane Fine Jewelry & Gifts

' 508-248-9797

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

050 ........ $5.70 300500 ......... $2.55 Ta;':f,g.!/':ed
5075 .........$3.40 500 PLUS ....... $2.40
75150 .......$3.05 Duel Fuel ......$3.75  Driver
150-300 ......$2.75 Drop off Tanks .. $3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

® Monday price 12/18/23 was 53.69 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e R

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ 0

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza
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Gall now to order
your Ghristmas
e A ane Rib Bnast

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
Find Us on Social Media F1®

Sl = == = = == = ———]

1 ¥

NORTHEAS: p s i

-

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week ¢ We Deliver
DECEMBER SPECIALS

Chicken Ham & Cheese Small
Pizza Grinder Cheese Pizza

Make it Buffalo, :
550, o St & Sour ~ Gannot be combined
$1 more with other specials or coupons.
Barre Leicester West Brookfield
570 Summer St. 1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.

978-355-4333 508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~
www.northeastpizza.com
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DAVID PROUTY

KNOX TRAIL MIDDLE SCHOOL

HicH ScHOOL

HONOR ROLL

SPENCER — The Spencer-East Brookfield Regional
School District is a community committed to teaching
and learning with purpose. To these ends, we wanted
to recognize and celebrate our David Prouty High
School scholars who earned honor roll for the first

quarter of the 2023-2024 academic year.

The honor roll for David Prouty high School will be
calculated at the conclusion of each marking period
for Grades 9 - 12. All courses in which students earn
credit and receive a numerical grade will be used in
determining honor roll. The honor roll is based on the
average a student achieves each marking period. The
following averages will be used to calculate honor roll:

High Honors - an average of 90 percent or greater

Honors - an average of 85 percent or greater

David Prouty High School utilizes an unweighted
average, which is the exact numerical average a stu-
dent receives for each class in a marking period will be

used to determine honor roll.

High Honors

Grade 12: Eliana Barnett, Ava Marie Bergeron,
Madison Deborah Ethier, James William McNicol,
Layne Michael Perchak, Sarah Anellia Young

Grade 11: Grace Elizabeth Kates, Morgan Elizabeth

Kates, Emilee Elizabeth Larson

Grade 10: Marina Lora Ethier, Geoffrey George
Gardiner, James Liam Harlan, Lilyan Kathleen
Mateucci, Matthew Eric McNicol, Michael Zeyed Naji,
Christopher Joseph Pinkowski, Lauren Avery Tutlis,

Victoria Zheng

Grade 9: Landen James Blodgett, Scarlet Belle Busse,
Isabella Margaret Dixon, Cullen Ramsey Gardiner,
Patrick Joseph Hart, Alexis Marie Huard, Hannah
Cathleen Kennen, Max Robert Wesley Kirouac,
Emma Faith LaPan, Johnlyn Rose Laventure, Hanna
Elizabeth Mansoor, Dylan Richard Morette, Morgan
Irene Pelchat, Elena Grace Powell, Henry Michael

Rokes, Keira Marie Tetreault

Honors

SPENCER —The
Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District
is a community commit-
ted to teaching and learn-
ing with purpose. To
these ends, we wanted to
celebrate our Knox Trail
Middle School scholars
who earned honor roll for
the first quarter of the
2023-2024 academic year.

The honor roll for Knox
Trail Middle School will
be calculated at the con-
clusion of each marking
period for Grades 5 - 8. All
courses in which students
earn credit and receive
a numerical grade will
be used in determining
honor roll. The honor roll
is based on the average
a student achieves each
marking period. The fol-
lowing averages will be
used to calculate honor
roll:

High Honors - an aver-
age of 90% or greater

Honors - an average of
85% or greater

Knox Trail Middle
School utilizes an
unweighted  average,

which is the exact numer-
ical average a student
receives for each class in
a marking period will be
used to determine honor
roll.

Grade 12: Isabella Marie Costello, Kailey Marie

Dutter, Jordan Delaney Lyon, Ayla Margaret Messier,
Liyah Mey Nguyen, Stephanie Nyambura Njenga,
Jenna Lynn Oberg, Rhianna Leigh Ortiz, Alexander
Peter Pinkowski, Jett Jerome Reilly, Carlvinstein
Kiarie Wangaru, Greenly Sandra Waugh

Grade 11: Allison Diane DeCelle, Colleen Ann Hart,

Marianeliz Maidy Murillo, Jeremias Leonardo Rivera,
Brooke Nicole Turner, Benjamin Marshall Wytas

Grade 10: Heather Rose Bartolomei, Paige Lee Fritze,
Caitlin Ann Kennen, Sampson Lee Mahan, Lillian
Audrey Spahn, Brenna Ann Stanley, Zackery William

Wadden

Grade 9: Lucas Apostal Bastien, Michael Conner
Fitzpatrick, Sophia Lynne Iannucci, James Michael

MacArthur, Riley Marie Pelletier

For Advertising

Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

brunch and dinner!
Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 1/31/24
Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95
SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $19.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm Ki

10am-1pm
(plus tax & gratuity))

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

WORCESTER
— Hometown Mortgage
recently hired Francisco
Valdés as community
mortgage loan origina-
tor, based in bankHome-
town’s 1001 Millbury St.,
Worcester office.

Hometown Mortgage is
a division of bankESB, a
Hometown  Financial
Group company that also
includes bankHometown
and Abington Bank. In
this newly created role
at Hometown Mortgage,
Valdés will be a trust-
ed financial advisor
to qualifying low- and
moderate-income com-
munities and will guide
prospective home buyers
through the process of

HONOR ROLL

5th grade

High Honors: Aiden
Doyle, Allison Granger,
Abigail Granger, Caiden
Hathaway, Carleigh
Huard, Hezekiah
Kabbah, Shaylie Moore,
Logan Pelchat, Katherine
St. Laurent, Isaiah Vegao,
Cailyn Verity

Honors: Patrick Bauce,
Jackson Brown, Trente
Bulak, Avianna Cardoso,
Rylee Cusson, Keegan
Day, Emmett Edwards,
Maeley Ellis, Landyn
Forget, Lucy Frongillo,
Mason Gariepy, Annabel
Gillespie, Griffin Grenier,
Jaxson Huard, Caleb
Kozak, Luis Mackenzie,
Kyle McCabe, Johnathan
Navarro, Tommy
Pantojas, Brian Parker,
Gavin Parker, Haley
Racicot, Stella Racicot,
Emma Reilly

6th grade

High Honors: Taya
Berry, Brendan Bartone,
Lydia Clark, Karissa

Cormier, Emma Graves,
Landon Hoyt, Ella
Morette, Emmarose
Njenga, Brayden

Rodriguez, Jonah Schold,
Brayden Theurer, Leo
Wilson

Honors: Blessed
Asensoh, Andre Collette,
Emma Coolick-Sarita,
Zahraliz Esteras,
Eliander Feliz, Rylee

reviewing credit, assets,
and income information
to provide mortgage
financing options that
match their financial
capacity. In this role, his
services are available to
communities through-
out Massachusetts, with
a primary focus on the
Worcester area. Valdés
is proficient in Spanish,
English and Portuguese.

Valdés, of Worcester,
has 10 years of banking
and mortgage experience.
Most recently, Valdés was
the senior mortgage loan
officer at Guaranteed
Rate. Prior to that, he
was a mortgage loan orig-
inator at Webster Five
Cents Savings Bank, and
before that, a credit ana-

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Got Space?

we do.

Mon:

Tuc:;:

Contact Mikaela Today Wed:
Thurs:

774-200-7308 Fri.

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Gibbons, Zuzanna
Gladek, Charles Lawler,
Frank Leblanc, Lexander
Lugo, Mason Lusignan,
Mason Marrier, Jackson
McGill, Erik Noel, David
Orozzo Gonzales, Sadie
Pike, Omayra Rivera,
Jackson Sampson, Jolene
Sampson, Brayden
Tetreault, Lily Walker,
Allyson Wilder, Abigail
Wilson, Christopher
Worster

7th grade

High Honors: Aaron
Bagrowski, Hunter
Brodeur, Connor Cormier,
Johnathan Dehner,
Sophia Delvalle, Iris
Deoliveira Tebo, Aubree
Donaldson, Jocelyn
Fasoli, Camila Garcia,
Christopher  Gauvin,
Tyler Josti, Landon
Kaiser, Sophie Lambert,
Madelyn MacDonald,
Lucas Mateucci, Mikayla
Moorcraft, Kylie Nelson,
McKinnon Pacheco,
Isabella Perchak, Lillian
Perchak, Kyleigh
Petruzzi, Avianna
Roberts, Olivia Roberts,
Jackson Roode, Kinley

Sauvageau

Honors: Goodness
Asensoh, Zoe Barnett,
Logan Barre, Justin
Blaisdell, Alaina
Boutotte, Anthony
Carofaniello, Divino

Colon, Ashlyn Consiglio,

lyst at Wells Fargo Dealer
Services.

Valdés has a bache-
lor’s degree in business
administration from
Becker College and
completed coursework
at the Xinnix Mortgage
Academy. He currently
serves on the board of
the Worcester Affordable
Housing Trust Fund; is a
committee member of the
Corridor 9/495 Regional
Chamber of Commerce;
and is an ambassador of
the Worcester Regional
Chamber of Commerce.

About Hometown
Mortgage

At Hometown
Mortgage, we help
potential borrowers

amlly Dining & Gift Guide "

Hunter Cusson, Elyse
DaSilva, Luciana
Edwards, Cody Forand,
Madilyn Foresteire, Lena
Goyette, Sean Haynes,
Stella Hitchner, Xander
Hulquist, Joseph Larson,
Sienna Lewis, Dimitri
McDermott, Anna
Messier, Irelyn Padden,
Matthew Paquette, Jadaly
Rivera Rodriguez, Joshua
Rivera, Ava Sandberg

8th grade

High Honors: Cameron
Barry, Gianna Bedard,
Morgan Berard, Cassidy
Chickering, Gabriel
Flannery, Jayden Giwa
Bello, Kylie Hoyt,
Veronica Jensrud,
Tristiyn Masterson,
Alyssa Olsen, Alexia
Rondeau, Ava Rondeau,

Samuel Schold
Honors: Sadie
Anifantis, Elizabeth

Barrington, Oliver Bird,
Collin Burtt, Kaden Case,
Xzavier Charest, Alyssa
Cuevas, Marco Estrella
Morales, Autumn
Gatto, Caleb Goyette,
Violet Hanlan, Teagan
Humphrey, Mara Ingalls,
Leah  Kozak, Evan
Lafountain, Cody Landry,
Ava  Rossik, Jacob
Vigeant, Collyn Walker,
Tucker Wolanski

Hometown Mortgage hires Valdés as
Community Mortgage Loan Originator

unlock the right home
financing solution for
their unique needs.
As a division of bank-
Hometown, a Hometown
Financial Group com-
pany that also includes
bankESB and Abington
Bank, we leverage our
combined strength cou-
pled with shared ser-
vices and technology to
work with homebuyers
across Massachusetts,
Connecticut, and neigh-
boring states to make
homebuying simple and
stress-free. At the same
time, our commitment
to community banking
and local roots mean we
can focus on the unique
needs of those who live
and work in the commu-
nities we serve

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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Breakfast & Lunch ¢« BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
American Chop Suey w/salad
Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Yankee Pot Roast
Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fish and Chips

31 Pleasant St.,
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days - 6:00am-2:00pm

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Spencer, MA

i —
-

==

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

The function room is now open!

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

Fri 12/28 & Sat. 12/29 (after 5pm)

BAKED SEAFOOD TRIO

(HADDOCK, SCALLOPS, & STUFFED SHRIMP)

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

<y 508-885-4033

EIfeMl www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main §t., Leicester « 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Salem Cross In

RESTAURANT & TAVERN

Make

Open A
Lpm-8pm

‘ FIREPLACE FEASTS
reservatlons Delicious early American Fare,
Now through April, including

'or New New Years Eve! View details
Yea rs Eve and reserve on our website.

Hours: Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Friday 4-8

960 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345

Come onin fora
N delicious meal!

Don't forget. ..
TAKEOUT is available!
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Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

£

Granite & Marhle

H]H& SHREWSBURY
|

MARBLE & GRANITE, Inc

Biggest Selection of Marble,
Granite & Quariz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

508-842-9800 ¢ shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &=

DUMPSTERS

HOME

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

KUBALA

IMPROVEMENT

The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

508-784-1550
ESO Ei

a ACCREDITED

INCORPORATED

G, [
_ TAE J}

B-U-I'L-D-E-R

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

e,

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
estimate at:

‘ 774.1-262-9166
f:r ', ’

GUTTER
CLEANING

cHimney | | SOOJIAN
CLEANINGS
ALL KINDS OF D t
MASONRY & umpsters
CONCRETE WORK Available
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining, 15 or 30 yard
Waterproofing, Foundation Two weeks
& Chimney Repair, New ;
& Stair Repair, Concrete time
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Gonstruction (508)
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done? 892 - 9602
Call me!
-FREE Estimates- d d
Quality Chimney re umpster.
(508)752-1003 com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing

Water heaters, Faucets,
Toilets, New pex water piping,
Outside hose connections

TOMMY’S
PAINTING
SERVICE, v.c

ol 8

replaced or added,
Dishwashers, Garbage
disposals, Water filters,
Tub & shower valves,
Tub & shower replacements
Any repair or
replacement needed.

Buy your own fixtures &
faucets, or | will supply.

Specialize in kitchen

cabinet painting and Serving %u of
f : Worcester County
all gspects of interior Lic #MPL-21763
painting. Please call Since 1988
of text Call John 508.304.7816
4 4 2 We are home owners’
77 - 98'0 50 plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Guaranteed
Gutter
Cleanings

Call or Text
(508)
450-7472

-\ PLUMBING&
) HEATING Ih.
Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

Licensed
& Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

PEST CONTROL | Stump Grinding

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

C==J

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

1 Kntland b

Massachusetts
Hardwick

New
Braintree

Adbvertise on
this page for one low

Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308

GUARANTEED

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
call or fext

gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Financing Available
A+ Raling BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When protecting your family,
quality matters. We only use
the two best products on the
market; Certainteed Shingles
land Owens Corning Shingles.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured,
Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

? B
BBB

price!

" Asian Longhorn B
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free Oboiés
REASONABLE BRATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

For
Advertising
Information

Call

174-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
Press.news

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager

o Southbridge News

» Webster Times

o Auburn News

o Blackstone Valley Tribune
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EDITORIAL

Navigating
New
England’s
winter
blues

Winter time in New England is
undoubtedly beautiful. Yet, beneath
the postcard-perfect veneer lies a
challenge known all too well to its
residents: the winter blues. The sea-
sonal shift in daylight, frigid tem-
peratures, and seemingly endless
gray skies can bring anyone down.

New England’s winters are marked
by shorter days and less sunlight,
often leading to seasonal affective
disorder (SAD) or simply feeling a
bit down. Combat this by soaking
in every ray of sunshine. Whenever
the sun graces us with its presence,
soak it in. Whether it’s a brisk walk
in the park or basking in a sunbeam
by your window, these precious
moments of sunlight can make a
world of difference.

On those days when the sun is elu-
sive, consider harnessing the power
of artificial sunlight. Sunlight lamps,
designed to mimic the spectrum of
natural sunlight, have proven effec-
tive in mitigating the symptoms of
SAD. Spend some time each day in
the glow of one of these lamps to
boost your mood and energy levels.

Rather than hibernating, embrace
the winter season. Skiing, snow-
boarding, snowshoeing, or a walk
in the woods can prove impactful.
The secret is to view the snow as an
opportunity for adventure, not an
obstacle.

Let’s face it — New Englanders
are masters of creating cozy envi-
ronments. Invest in soft blankets,
indulge in hot cocoa, and light scent-
ed candles to create a warm and
inviting atmosphere at home. The
Danish concept of “hygge” (coziness
and contentment) is a perfect reme-
dy for winter blues.

Social isolation can exacerbate
feelings of melancholy during the
winter months. Fortunately, New
England communities offer numer-
ous opportunities to stay connected.
Join local clubs or meetups, attend
community events, or simply invite
friends over for dinner. A sense of
belonging and connection is a potent
antidote to winter blues.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

May your holiday season be filled with hope

To the Editor:

The world seems to be unravelling.
Hatred and evil seem to be getting the
upper hand everywhere. There is war
and killing all over the globe. “For hate
is strong and mocks the song of peace
on earth, good will to men,” say Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s words in the
Christmas carol “I Heard the Bells.”

But for Christians, the Advent and
Christmas seasons are seasons of

hope. Jesus, the Messiah, rules. No
matter what is happening around us,
Christ rules. This is our hope. God
will save his people. He will save all
who belong to him. May it also be true
for our Jewish brothers and sisters,
for they are God’s chosen people.

May you have a beautiful, hope-filled
Christmas season.

NANCY J. NOWAK
SPENCE

Recurring questions

To the Editor:

Recurring questions while driving
around Spencer.

With the spread of road construc-
tion throughout Spencer, I have to
wonder if there are any police officers
available to respond to emergencies,
or are they all directing traffic at con-
struction sites?

With our roadways dug up and
patched and resembling a durability
test track used by car manufactures,
is this Spencer’s way of curtailing
speeders?

I wonder.

BERNARD NOWAK, JR.
SPENCER

Come together right now

To the Editor:

As we approach a time when peace
and joy should be the dominant focus
of the season, it is time to pare the
wish list of gifts down to those that
would mean the most. We really do
not need the theatrics associated with
impeachments that have zero chance
of success, musical chair Speakers
who feel constrained to take political
positions designed as gotchas for 2024
election ads. How does a country that
got attacked by 24 mainly Saudi ter-
rorists, so proceeded to go kill many
thousands of Afghans and Iraqis in
retribution for the 3,000 we lost on
9/11 preach to Israel, who lost 1,700
on Oct. 7, for having collaterally elim-
inated 19,000 Palestinians? War is
bad business, and should be avoided
every chance, but some things going
unpunished will encourage repetition.
We really must sort through the chaff
and become that once upon a time
“United” States of America.

Leadership, that was earned and
used to be inherited, no longer hap-
pens unchallenged. Making right and
smart choices, standing behind them
and setting examples for things we
promote, will bring peace and con-
sensus. Among the issues is partici-
pation with our allies, by being more
parochial about keeping their secrets,
supporting the positions that we have
sold them, whether on Ukraine, Iran,
the climate or defending Taiwan.

I do not for one minute believe we
can actually claim a representative
government. We are smart enough
to know that most of the immigrants
jumping our border or claiming asy-
lum, are liars, not willing to wait
their turn in line and overburdening
a struggling citizenry to house, feed,
educate and sustain them, while fac-
ing hard times of its own. Fix it. Hear
asylum appeals now, not in two years.
If we cannot reauthorize the Equal
Rights Amendment that we used to
renew at 96 percent and make it per-
manent (justice), why can’t we get the

most active SCOTUS ever to invali-
date the 13th Amendment’s birth cit-
izenship for illegals? Granting green
cards to family members to care for
babies born to illegals is the mark of
stupidity. Like section #3 of the 14th
Amendment that bans government
service after supporting an insurrec-
tion. Why not just void any and all
laws we refuse to enforce in the intent
of their creation?

I understand and support the GOP
move to attach Ukraine and Israel aid
to actual border resolutions. One dif-
ference is, like the frequent extensions
we do to fund the government, if we
believe funding Ukraine and Israel to
be in our national interest (I do), the
arms that we are actually producing
cannot wait for political correctness,
and should be in the pipeline. Make no
mistake, like that old GM commercial,
“You can pay me now, or you can pay
me later.” Delay and misjudgment at
this juncture will hold highest proba-
bility of committing US troops sooner,
rather than later.

Playing climate against economic
issues is showing poorly. Fossil fuels
are the key to costs and inflation Sadly
we have proven too dumb to not find
ways to overuse $2 gas in pickups,
ATVs, bikes and cruising, so supply
for trucking, work commuting and
heat and power generation.

Did I just read they are recalling
most of the Teslas? Conservation is
the better answer. Let’s start acting
like we are the same team. A real
democracy should be able to poll its
wishes and make them reality.

Give women back their choices, sup-
port our allies, secure our borders,
enforce our laws and promote our
economy- Merry Christmas.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Another successful year for Operation
Undercover!

To the Editor:

Thanks to the residents of Spencer,
whose generous donations of under-
wear and socks have made Operation
Undercover achieve and exceed our
goals for Christmas 2023. Nearly 800
items have been collected for distri-
bution to the Veteran’s Shelter, Abby’s
House and Jeremiah’s Inn, making
this holiday season a little warmer for
those in need.

Special thanks to the Richard
Sugden Library and the Town Clerk’s
Office for providing collection boxes.
With their help, our project has sur-
passed all previous year’s collections.

Happy Holidays!

BETH AND CAROL MCPHERSON
LAURA AND MARCUS TORTI
SPENCER

Our politicians need to recognize the
threat of China

To the Editor:

It’s taken the politicians long
enough to know the Chinese are our
enemies. Back in 1958, my economics
teacher said the Chinese said they
were going to take over America.

What happened to the urgency that
was to only see where the people run-
ning this country get their outside

money from. The Supreme Court
members should also be included in
this.

The politicians should have an age
limit of 70 years old to hold office.
Also limited to no more than two
terms, four years each.

K. HARKINS
NORTH BROOKFIELD

New Year’s financial resolutions

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Now that we’ve reached 2024, you
might be thinking about your goals and
hopes for the new year. But in addition
to whatever personal resolutions you
might make — volunteering, going to
the gym more, learning a new language
and others — why not make some finan-
cial resolutions, too?

Here are a few to consider:

Boost your retirement savings. If you
can afford it, try to increase your con-
tributions to your IRA and 401(k) or
similar employer-sponsored retirement
plan. The more you put away in these
accounts, the greater your chances of
reaching your retirement goals. At a
minimum, contribute enough to your
401(k) to earn your employer’s match, if
one is offered. And whenever your sala-
ry goes up, consider raising the amount
you put in to your 401(k).

Reduce your debts. It’s not always
easy to reduce your debts — but it’s
worth the effort. The lower your debt
load, the greater your monthly cash
flow. So, look for ways to consolidate
debts or find other, possibly more pro-
ductive, ways of using credit. And if
you truly can’t afford something that’s
nonessential, don’t go into debt for it.
“Live within your means” is an old
piece of advice, but it’s just as valid now
as ever.

Build an emergency fund. If you
suddenly needed a major home or car
repair, or received a large medical bill
not fully covered by insurance, would
you have the funds available? If not,
you might be forced to dip into your
retirement accounts or other long-term
investments. To avoid this possibility;,
try to build an emergency fund con-
taining several months’ worth of living
expenses, with the money kept in a
liquid, low-risk account that’s separate
from the ones you use to meet your daily
expenses. It can take a while to build
such a fund, but if you make it a priori-
ty and contribute regular amounts each
month, you can make good progress.

Avoid emotional decisions. Too many
people overreact to events in the finan-
cial markets because they let their emo-
tions get the better of them. If the
market is temporarily down, it doesn’t
mean you need to sell investments to
“cut your losses” — especially if these
investments still have good fundamen-
tals and are still appropriate for your
portfolio. It can be hard to ignore mar-
ket volatility, but you’ll be better off if
you focus on the long term and continue
following an investment strategy that’s
designed to meet your needs.

Review your goals. Over time, your
goals may have changed. For example,
while you once might have wanted to
retire early, and planned for it, you may
now find that you’d like to work a few
more years. If that’s the case, you may
also need to adjust your financial and
investment strategies.

Revisit your estate plans. If you’ve
married, divorced, remarried or added
children to your family within the past
few years, you may need to review the
account titling and beneficiary desig-
nations on your 401(k) and other retire-
ment assets, along with your estate-plan-
ning documents, such as your will or
living trust. You might also need to
revise these documents in other ways.

Of course, you may not be
able to tackle all these resolutions at
one time, but if you can work at them
throughout the year, you can potentially
brighten your financial outlook in 2024
— and beyond.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Courtesy
Phil Harper with his big buck.

KAREN

Happy New Year! ‘Tis
the season for new begin-
nings, and for many that
means improving your
life one way or anoth-
er. Whether you want to
lose weight, pay off debt,
or just need a hack to stay
on track, the following
roundup offers timely tips
for the new year!

And remember readers,
send in a favorite tip or
two — you could win a fab-
ulous three course dinner
at the Publick House!

* *
Hangover Help: Planning
on ringing in the New
Year? If alcohol is part of
your responsible partying,
here are some tips to pre-
vent the “morning after”
syndrome. Dehydration
causes most of the phys-
ical symptoms of a hang-
over, including headaches.
So drink lots of water and
juices, tomato juice is the

TRAINOR

Deer bunting with black powder guns

The primitive arms
deer season in Mass.
opened Dec. 11, and will
run through the end of
the month. There are
numerous black pow-
der guns available on
the market today, and
they are extremely accu-
rate. Some deer hunters
claim that their black
powder guns are more
accurate than their shot-
guns, and they are more
than likely correct. Most
all black powder guns are
rifled today, which can
make a big difference in
their accuracy. Most shot-
guns are smoothbore,

unless you purchased
a rifled barrel for deer
hunting.

Today’s black pow-
der guns also can be load-
ed with 50 grain pellets
that are simply dropped
down the barrel. Most
hunters use two 50 grain
pellets before the pro-
jectile of their choice is
loaded into the barrel.

Back in the early days
(30 years or more) of deer
hunting with black pow-
der, Mass. only allowed
smoothbore guns for
hunting. Thompson
Arms made a 56 cal. gun
that required a ball and

patch to be loaded into
the barrel. It was a bit
clumsy, but they worked!

OUTDOORS

RALPH
TRUE

deer have

Many
become nocturnal, trav-
eling and feeding mostly
at night because of hunt-
ing pressure during the
archery and shotgun deer

THE GREAT

season.

The warm weather
before Christmas allowed
some anglers to do some
late trout fishing at
Wallum Lake & Webster
Lake. Unfortunately, the
action was a bit slow,
but fishing from their
boat in the middle of
December made the win-
ter months a bit shorter.

Anglers fishing at
Wachusett Res. are
enjoying some great fish-
ing for lakers and large
rainbow trout. Wachusett
Res. will close at the end
of this month.

Ice fishing may be a

thing of the past! Climate
change has put a damper
onicefishing in the valley
area. Hopefully, we will
get afew weeks of ice fish-
ing in the next few weeks
but the season will be a
short one again this win-
ter. Unfortunately, Maine
had their first ice fishing
fatality last week. Do not
let it be you! Stay off of
thin ice.

Take a Kid Fishing
& Keep Them Rods
Bending!

Timely Tips for the New Year

best if you have it. Skip
the coffee - the caffeine
can cause further dehy-
dration and misery. And
sports beverages or a
cup of bouillon can help
replace depleted salt and
potassium.
*%

Resolution Rules: Are
you tired of making New
Year resolutions each year
only to break them one
after another? Here are
some solutions: Target a
specific ambition that is
trackable. And break res-
olutions up into small-
er goals. If you want to
walk three miles a day for
example, make three reso-
lutions, one for each mile.
That way, when you tackle
one resolution, you can go
on to the next one. And
allow for “rewards” when
you stick to a resolution.
Pick something you love
or love to do for each year-
ly quarter.

*%

Weight Watching:
Losing weight is a top
contender in the resolu-
tion ratings. If cravings

are your dieting downfall,
take note: Craving choco-
late? Eat a banana. Believe
it or not, a fresh banana
has been known to halt a
chocolate craving. If you
seem to be always crav-
ing chocolate, you could
be lacking magnesium, so
try a supplement. Crave
fatty foods? Studies show
fish or flaxseed can con-
trol cravings.
* *
Eye Test: January is
National Eye Care month.
In case you missed it
last time, here is a quick
vision test to gauge wheth-
er or not it’s time to have
those glasses upgraded: A
person with good vision
should be able to read
the numbers and letters
on a license plate 80 feet
away. If not, it’s time to
get a vision check up! To
give eyes a rest, try hold
a pencil up and focus on
an object behind it for a
few seconds, blink, focus
on the pencil and repeat.
%%

Cut the Credit: If finan-
cial freedom is on your list

of new year resolutions,
cutting credit card debt
is a good place to start.
Charging fast food can
supersize your credit card
bill. Studies show people
using credit cards in fast
food restaurants spend
up to 50 percent more
than when they pay cash!
Here’s another eye opener:
A typical credit card pur-
chase ends up costing 112
percent more than if cash
were used!

*%

Look in the Fridge: If
your night sight isn’t what
it used to be - improving
night vision can be as
close as your refrigerator!
Did you know foods con-
taining beta-carotene help
you to see better in dim
light? Cantaloupe, carrots,
collard greens, kale and
chicken all help deliver
vision boosting Vitamin
A.**

Turn Back the Clock
of Time: Looking for the
fountain of youth? Try
your pillow! Good, deep
sleep helps turn back the

clock because it sharpens
your mind and defuses
stress. It also rejuvenates
your body. During sleep,
your body secretes mela-
tonin, cortisol, and other
hormones that help you
repair cells and burn fat.
*%

H20 for Back Pain: Do
you suffer from frequent
backaches? Try drink-
ing lots of water! It helps
prevent dehydration that
can contribute to muscle
aches. By drinking eight
8-ounces of water daily,
you 1l also flush out acidic
wastes that can build up
in the tissues and muscles
- another contributor to
back pain.

wk

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Historic
Inn in Sturbridge! Simply
send in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month (or
whenever enough tips are

received) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take the
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Include gardening in your New Year’s resolution

Melinda myers

Microgreens are fast-growing, easy-to-grow, nutrient-dense
greens that can be grown indoors and do not require much

space or special equipment.

The New Year is filled
with resolutions that usu-
ally involve dieting and
exercise. Gardening is a
great way to help accom-
plish those two resolu-
tions, while also improv-
ing your mood, reducing
blood pressure, managing
anger, maintaining flexi-
bility, and more.

Start the new year
with a plan to incorpo-
rate healthy vegetables
into your containers, gar-
dens, and meals. Growing

vegetables encourages
you to eat more fresh pro-
duce and maximizes the
benefits. You'll be able to
harvest the vegetables at
their peak of ripeness for
the best flavor and max-
imum nutritional value.
Plus, you control what, if
any, chemicals are used in
your gardens and contain-
ers.

Involve family and
friends during the plan-
ning process and con-
tinue supporting each

other in this healthful
endeavor throughout
the year. Research
has found that mak-
ing gardening a more
social experience can
intensify the physi-
cal and mental health
benefits. Even sharing
your surplus produce
with others can reap
greater health bene-
fits.

Begin by growing a few
microgreens this winter.
These fast-growing nutri-
tious greens are easy to
grow and do not require
much space or special
equipment. Just repur-
pose some fast-food con-
tainers, fill them with a
seed starting mix or qual-
ity potting mix, and plant
the microgreen seeds.
Many garden centers, cat-
alogs, and organic food
coops sell microgreen
seeds and sprouting seeds.

Grow a few pots of
herbs in a sunny window
or under artificial lights.
Herbs are a healthy way to
add flavor to winter meals.
Start them with seeds or
purchase transplants to
shorten the time to har-

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

vest.

Plant these in a con-
tainer with drainage holes
filled with a quality pot-
ting mix. Follow the direc-
tions on the seed packet or
plant tag for planting and

care information. Once
they are at least four to six
inches tall, you can begin
harvesting. Just make
sure there will be enough
leaves left on the plant to
support new growth.

Look for new ways to
prepare and incorporate
vegetables into your diet.
You’ll find lots of reci-
pes online and in cook-
books available from your
library.

Start a list of vegeta-
bles you want to include
and those that are suitable
to grow in your location.
Your state’s extension

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

service has information
on what vegetables will
thrive in your area and
tips on when and how to
plant and care for them.

Take stock of your cur-
rent seed inventory. Make
a list of any seeds and
transplants you’ll need to
buy to boost the nutrition
of your garden harvest.
Greens like spinach, col-
lards, Swiss chard and
kale, carrots, beets, broc-
coli, Brussels sprouts, and
red cabbage are among
the most nutritionally
dense vegetables.

Consider growing those
plants that are most pro-
ductive and cost-effective
for the available space.
Look for vegetables like
tomatoes and sweet pep-
pers that produce an
abundance of fruit from
just one plant. Adjust
your harvest techniques
to keep plants like broc-
coli and greens producing
beyond the first harvest.

Once your list matches
your gardening space, it is
time to draw up a garden
plan. If you are new to
gardening, consider start-

ing small and expand-
ing over time. You will
need sufficient time for
planting and throughout
the growing and harvest
season to maintain, har-
vest, and utilize all the
vegetables you grow.

Starting your nutri-
tional gardening practic-
es inside this winter will
help generate momentum
and keep you focused
on your nutrition goals
throughout the growing
season.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the
recently released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
and DVD series and the
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a col-
umnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds
& Blooms magazine.
Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Comments on recent letters that could add fear, anger & division among us

To the Editor:

1. The ongoing “Vote
for Trump’ in 2024” let-
ters

These numerous
angry, hateful and
intended to divide let-
ters have recently been
well addressed in the
“I'll take Biden’s world
over Trump’s” (Dec. 8).

Here, let’s just focus
on a couple of terrible
Trump facts

First, Trump and his
close advisors, etc. have
clearly indicated that
they have no regard for
our 250 year old democ-
racy. Instead, begin-
ning say with the mob
attack on Congress and
continuing since then
Trump and they have
shown they intend to
replace it. A good exam-
ple of this is Trump’s
statement that he would
only be a dictator for

a “Day” To begin, our
Constitution etc. does
not allow “Dictators for
a day” To end, in the
real world, dictators do
not stop being dictators
after a day.

Then, as is well doc-
umented in video and
audio, Donald Trump
has used Hitler words
and ideas to indicate
who and how he would
go after his enemies and
“others.” Hitler was a
fascist dictator if there
ever was one. He and his
advisors and supporters
locked up and then mur-
dered not only six mil-
lion Jewish people, but
thousands of those who
opposed his dictatorship

So when you see let-
ters, that say “Vote for
Trump in 2024’ under-
stand what this means.

2. “Yes, who and what
should one believe”
(Now. 17)

The initial paragraph

sets out the challenge
“The difficulty is sorting
out truth from altered
reality

In the next paragraph
in the letter says that in
October 2020, a gallon of
gas was $2.16 a gallon.
The reality of this state-
ment is that in October
2020, the price of gaso-
line was the lowest since
2008-09. Then we in the
middle of a financial cri-
sis. Why was it so low in
2020? Because we were
in the midst of the Covid
crisis and our ability to
travel was greatly lim-
ited. So demand for
gasoline was extremely
low. Since the supply of
gasoline far exceeded
demand, its price was
unusally low

One could argue that
the letter “alters” reality
by comparing the then
current price with this
unusably low one.

(The current national

price of gasoline con-
tinues to fall from the
letter’s price of $3.74 per
gallon, to the current
national of $3.26.)
Moving on, I agree
with the letter that, for
multiple reasons, the
cost of housing has too
strongly risen and
become less affordable
for we of the middle and
less fortunate classes.
However, here the let-
ter again “cherry picks”
or alters reality by again
choosing atime of Covid
low mortgage interest
point for comparison to
the present day. In fact,
since 1971, when mort-
gagee interest rates have
been tracked, the medi-
an 30 year mortgage rate
has been 7.41 percent.
This mortgage rate has
steadily and happily
gone downwards over
time. As a result, over
the last 10 years ft has
averaged a bit below 4

percent. Currently, the
rate is 7.2 percent, but
falling. Recently, the
Trump appointed and
very competent chair-
man of our Federal
Reserve Banking system
said it intended to make
three overall interest
cuts, so mortgage rates
should continue to fall.

The letter goes on to
criticize people at excel-
lent long standing orga-
nizations  who, with
real facts show, despite
challenges, that the
economy is doing well.

However, for some
reason, this letter seems
to want to “play down”
reasonable economic
success and negatively
“play up” our challeng-
es.

3. “The population of
Leicester ...” (Dec. 15)

Among other things
this letter first says “a
new daily record has

been set”. This means
that something has
never happened before.

Then in the very
next paragraph the let-
ter says “12,000 illegal
aliens a day (the record)
are entering our country
... Think about it . That’s
every day times 365 days
a year!”

Logically a one day
“record” of 12,000 has
not and cannot happen
every day of the year.

It then concludes by
sarcastically blaming
one person, “Joe Biden.”
Immigration has not
been well controlled
before Biden and may
not be after him. What is
needed is a well thought
out sensible ‘“system,”
not untrue statements
than produce anger, fear,
and division.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER
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STEVE NELSON AND JACK ROLLINS
WROTE THIS SONG ABOUT A CHILLY
DUDE WITH "TWO EYES MADE OUT

What’s the Difference? THIS DAY IN...
There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all? 'ZA_

HISTORY

* 1671: THE OPERA,
‘AIDA" PREMIERES IN
CAIRO, EGYFT.

* 1929: AFOUR-ALARM
FIRE BREAKS OUT IN THE
WEST WING OF THE WHITE
HOUSE IN WASHINGTON,
D.C.

* 1951: LIBYA BECOMES
AN INDEPENDENT NATION
AND IDRIS |1S PROCL-
AIMED KING.

or

OF COAL” FESTIVE
cheerful and
alpupg Uuo jovially celebratory
NYWMONS FHL ALSO4, HAMSNY ouwyf SUISSIN “F IYSLL ID YSIP Ul SIA1]O DIXT €
a1d u1 Aa12y?) "z 201l SDY SSV]S JUOLL] “[ SAOMSUY
-
GET THE

GO (s

ENGLISH: Family

SPANISH: Familia

ITALIAN: Famiglia
FRENGECH: Famille

GERMAN: Familie

CHRISTMAS TREES
AFPPEAR TO DATE BACK TO
THE MIDDLE AGES IN
WHAT IS NOW MODERN-

PICTURE?

DAY GERMANY. Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

av3aAdAIoNI9 - dAMSNY

OO PAQL o *xOX 2+ wetACELH*NRL00

ABCDEFGHIOKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FUN

B0 % P om kOt
Determine the code to reveal the answer!

Solve the code to discover words related to winter.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 13 =1)

7 12 13 22 22 11 5 9

21 16 13 12 12 18

9 513 24 6

25 3 10 14

Yiap D AQiyd g paApzZzZ1]q C} SAINSUE

mous (7

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hoocked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Blessings can be found
even in the worst days

Have you ever had
one of those days
where life seems to be

PosITIVELY

food-flinging fest,
and your fresh-
ly ironed pants

plotting a comedy at SPEAKING become a canvas

your expense? Each for maple syrup

step you take perfect- TOBY handprints.

ly tees up the next MOORE As you usher

LOL disaster. them out the door
Your morning for the school

starts with a misstep that
takes you straight to the
floor. Like a WWE body
slam! A dramatic tum-
ble out of bed that snaps
you out of your slumber
quicker than a whole pot
of coffee. You grumble, “I
can already tell this will be
an awful day!”

Next, you’re playing a
game of temperature rou-
lette in the shower. One
moment feels like an ice
bath, and the next, you feel
like a contestant on ‘Who
Wants to Boil Alive? “Of
course, this would happen
to me,” you mutter, towel-
ing off.

In the kitchen, as you
reach for that saving grace
—coffee — you find an unex-
pected gift from your pet
cat: a strategically placed
hairball, cold, slimy,
squished to the bottom
of your foot. Seriously?
Even the cat’s against me
today. What’s next? The
dog launching a surprise
slobber attack just as I sit
down to eat?

With coffee in hand, vic-
tory seems near, but in a
theatrical twist, your sig-
nificant other bumps into
you in a hurry, and the
coffee goes all over your
shirt. “Oh, wonderful! I'm
a walking, talking coffee
stain!”

As you change for the
second time, you think,
‘Really?’

Then, the morning’s
chaos brigade gets rein-
forcements - your Kids.
Breakfast becomes a

bus, their parting gift is
a backpack to the gut, a
reminder that life’s com-
edy routine now includes
slapstick. “What’s next, a
pie in the face as I walk
out the door?”

As if on cue, backing
out of the driveway turns
into a demolition derby
with a speeding car. Every
moment screams out,
‘Remember this day!’

Each attempt to focus at
work is thwarted by life’s
little pranks — a jammed
printer right when you
need it most, a mischie-
vous computer choosing
the perfect moment to
update, or an important
call dropped at the cru-
cial second. Every mis-
hap becomes a chapter
in today’s saga of com-
plaints, a story you're
ready to share with any-
one willing to listen.

Lunchtime is no
reprieve.
That sandwich you

so looked forward to?
Somehow, it’s been
squashed into an unrecog-
nizable form, as if life
decided to hug it tight.
And just as you bite, a
bird above decides to con-
tribute its own ‘topping.’
You can’t help but wonder,
‘Is life scripting a sitcom
where I'm the unsuspect-
ing star?’

The journey home could
be smoother. Stuck in traf-
fic, the heavens open up,
unleashing a downpour
that targets only your car.
And just as you pull into

your driveway, relieved
that this comedy of errors
is finally over, you step out
into a muddy puddle. It is
the perfect ending to a day,
courtesy of life’s unrelent-
ing humor.

As you sit on your

couch, recounting the
day’s events, you realize
that each annoyance, each
little disaster, was met
with a sigh, a grumble, a
lament of ‘why me? It’s
been a day fueled by com-
plaints, a symphony of
negativity.

And who could blame
you after a day like that?
Yet, in this whirlwind of
chaos, there lie two choic-
es: to perceive yourself as
cursed or blessed.

Blessed, you say?

The bed you tumbled out
of —yes, it was an ungrace-
ful start, but it was a bed,
your bed. A luxury that
many, especially during
these cold holiday times,
can only dream of as they
brave the harshness of the
streets.

The breakfast food fight
and the cat’s unwelcome
gift on your foot? In that
mess lies a profound bless-
ing. Your house is filled
with life!

Your car in the shop?
Your insurance stepped
in, offering a temporary
replacement—a setback,
but not a derailment.

Then there’s your job.
Nothing went as planned,
but guess what? You're
employed.

Blessed? Absolutely!
Life, in all of its unpre-
dictable glory - is a gift and
a blessing.

So, as the holiday lights
twinkle, remember: every
day has hidden blessings
waiting to be found.

Happy Holidays to you
and yours!

OBITUARY

William J. Comeau, “Bill”, 63

It is with great
that

4 ing of William J.
Comeau, “Bill”, age
63, on December 1st
2023 after succumbing
to a long illness. Bill
was a long-time resi-
dent of Spencer MA.
He enjoyed skydiving, traveling world-
wide, and watching sports with his dad
and brothers. His quirky, mischievous
yet debonair personality will be missed
and remembered by us all.

Bill is the son of Charles J Comeau
of Chatham Mass and the late Anne
T Comeau. He is survived by six sib-
lings: Nancy Talbot of Blenheim, NY,
Charles Comeau of Brimfield MA,
Daniel Comeau of South Chatham, MA,
Bernadette Perez of West Brookfield,
MA, Perry Comeau of South Chatham
MA and Patricia Buradagunta of
Westboro MA. Bill is survived by many
nieces and nephews as well.

A memorial service to honor Bill’s
legacy will be held privately with his
immediate family:

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press,
PO Box 90, Southbridge,

Stonebridgepress.news

MA 01550,
or by e-mail to
obits@

Bring your family’s memorial back to its
original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In: |
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

BAY PATH ANNOUNCES
GRADE 12 HONOR ROLL

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical High School con-
gratulates the following students in
grade 12 on being named to the honor
roll for the first quarter of the 2023-2024
school year.

High Honors

Sophia Balestracci, Alex Beshiri,
Rachel Carpenter, Meredith Clark,
Yanieris Colon Vega, Kirsten Congdon,
Mariselle Cosme, Dylan Dedesus, Kacey
Flanagan, Simon Greening, Tristan
Hanson, Patrick Luperchio, Nason
Omasta, Noalani Perez, Logan Powers,
Caterine Schiappa, Jacob Sirard, Gerald
Splaine, Victoria Tinsley, Timothy
Welch, Hailey Williamson

Honors

Alexander Adkins, Aidan Anderson,
Kaidra Anderson, Kasey Babkauskas,
Hailey Benoit, Caleb Bergstrom,
Lindsey Berthiaume, Jaden Blake, Luke
Boliver, Caroline Borgeson, Andrew
Bousquet, Emma Bransky, Ryan Bray,
Samuel Brill, Vincent Brink, Kayla
Brown, Samantha Buchanan, Caitlyn
Burke, Olivia Carrier, Riley Caruso,
Natalie Cierpich, Garrett Clardy,
Petru Cojocaru, Shane Conti, Zachary
Cournoyer, Peter Courville, Kyleigh
Czechowski, Gabriel Dadah, Daniel
Daige, Wyatt Daoust, Emma Davidson,
Emma DeJong, Edwin Delacruz Davila,
Jeffrey Denham, Sean Derenas, Marissa
Dumas, Jayden-James Dunston, Noah
Dupont, Jibril Erraihani, Jared Evora,
Arianna Flores, Jonathan Forget,
Joseph Fritze, Jenna Gajewski, Ethan

Gallant, Giovanni Garcia, Triston
Gaudette, Devin Gavaletz, Rachel
Gormley, Makayla Graham, Lucas

Hafner, Renee Hallaman, Bridget Hast,
Riley Heenan, Alba Henriquez Baez,
James Heywood, Caitlin Hubbell, Carly
Impey, Ian James, Stanislaw Janusz,
Eva Jerez, Jadyn Katz, Abigail Kibaru,
Madisyn Kozlowski, Alyssa Kutzko,
Matthew Lach, Julianna Laforce,
Braeden LaPointe, Benjamin LaTour,
Anna Lehtola, Emma Levasseur,
Kristina Liberty, Miranda Lincoln,

Abigayle Linde, Radiel Lopez, Albert
Luciano, Catherine Magnusson, Jadier
Maldonado, Sarah Martin, Marissa
Masciarelli, Matteo Mastrototaro,
Shaun McLaughlin, Jenna McLeish,
Vincent Messier, Macaylah Miller, Cole
Mitchell, Leah Monti, Maggie Mullaly,
Adrianna Navarro, Christian Nguyen,
Kayla Nguyen, Peter Nhan, Madison
Nolin, Alix Norman, Avelyn O’Brien,
Sylas Perreault, Esteban Pimentel, Colin
Plante, Laci Pollone, Nicholas Pollone,
Ismael Porrata, Evan Provist, Emily
Quental, Wendy Ramirez, Harrison
Renaud, Victoria Roberts, Chase Rupert,
Margaret Russell, Samantha Russell,
Liam Ryan, Luchia Sargent, Amanda
Seidler, Paige Seymour, Madison Sibert,
Ryan Sinkewich, Catherine Sirard,
Adriana Stanley, Ashton Stockenberg,
Brady Suprenant, Arthur Surrette,
Jack Ugrinow, Christopher Verdolino,
Landon Walker, Thomas Wilk, Stone
Zink, Gabrielle Zopatti

Principal’s List

Jacob Anderson, Avarie Beauchamp,
Alyesia Bellamy, Gabriella Cabrera,
Jesse Catino, Charles Chivallatti, Jomar
Cintron Perez, Karoline Corpes Diaz,
LeeAnn Dagnese, Leilani Daniels,
Pedro Augusto Dasilva, Deanna Davis,
Dylan Dietlin, William Dwyer, Abbigail
Egan, Janeel Ethier, Robert Fleck IV,
Nicholas Gagne, Sabien Gonzalez, Jacob
Goodspeed, Kendal Griffin, Valerie
Hernandez, Tessa Howard, Lucas
Lawendowski, Damon Lopez, Andrew
Lunn, Hannah Luukko, Ava Marotta,
Kennedy Nom, Megan O’Shea, Noah
Okolita, Gianna Pantalone, Brayden
Parente, Dominic Pigeon, Jared Powell,
Jacob Reed, Jayden Remillard, Colby
Richardson, Cody Savary, Kayliana
Sevieri, Sydney Seymour, Jason Sinkis,
Kyle Sylwanovicz, Alysha Szafarowicz,
Natalie Walker, Charlotte Worster

Editor’s note: Due to space constraints,
the honor rolls for the junior, sopho-
more, and freshman classes will appear
in upcoming editions.

TOYS FOR KIDS DONATIONS

Donations as of 12/15/2023

ay be sent to: Spencer
Toys for Kids, PO. Box 186, Spencer, MA 01562.
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at:
Spencer Fire Dept, Cornerstone Bank (Spencer
office), ERA Key Realty Services (415B Main
St). If you would like to sponsor a child, please
contact Donna at donnaflannery@erakeynet or
call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance,
applications can be picked up at: Spencer Post
Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry,
Town clerk’s office in the town hall, or ERA Key
Realty Services (outside mailbox). You can see
updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.

Monetary Donations

12/11/2023 |Accurate Medical Cooling Inc $100.00

12/11/2023 |Richard and Melinda Lineen $100.00

12/11/2023 |Robert Gobl $50.00

12/11/2023 |Joseph Zalieckas $50.00

12/11/2023 |Houston Builders $100.00

12/12/2023 |First Congregafional Church $100.00

12/12/2023 |Richard and Donna D'Amate $100.00

12/13/2023 |East brookfield & Spencer Railroad $500.00

12/15/2023 |Lamoureux Ford $1,000.00

12/15/2023 |Spencer Exchange Club $1,000.00

12/15/2023 |George and Melissa Victor $1,000.00

12/15/2023 |Sean and Paige Burke $100.00)

KON

DISCOVER

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 « 1500 Main St.e Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

——
VISA

CLEAN OUT . -
SOI.U'I'IONSF:;f

|/ s l
No job too gmall!'?'gjv:-’-v"1

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements * Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Mace
Call Ckip Gervaic

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
e Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Rental

e Lot Clearing 5
e Storm Clean-up £
¢ Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
e Astroturf For Sale

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e = ~= man

R. Barnes & Sons
Sanitation

* Cesspool Pumping
e Title V Certification
* Portable Toilet Rentals
e Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993
~ O O & (

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -
Free Estimates BBB
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SPORTS

Wolverines win season opener against

neighbors from David Prouty

SPENCER The
Leicester =~ Wolverines
girls’ basketball team
opened their 2023-24 sea-
son at Knox Trail Junior
High playing the hosts
from David Prouty on
Wednesday, Dec. 13.

The Panthers came into
this game with two wins
on the season. Head coach
Kathy McCaffrey needs
her girls to “step it up”
for this game, as she said,
“We are going to work
hard on defense and focus
on what we have been
doing in practice.”

Last season these two
neighboring teams split
wins. In his third year as
Leicester’s head coach,
Chris Barry said before
the game, “we are going
to work through the ner-
vousness we have for our
first game of the season.
I expect the girls to play
hard and work together.”

The Wolverines shook
off the cobwebs and went
straight to work, scoring
seven unanswered points.
David Prouty put up their
first point with a free

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones
Jordan Giggey attempts a 3-point shot for Leicester.

Leicester's Maeve Nelson breaks down the court after inter-
cepting a pass.

David Prouty’s Maria Murillo looks right while being defended
by Leicester’s Grace Bujak.
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Hi! My name is Bacari and | can tell
you about space and meteorites!

Bacari is a healthy and happy young
man described as both active and ener-
getic. He enjoys walking, playing basket-
ball, and participating in other outdoor
activities. Bacari warms up to people as
he gets to know them and he enjoys so-
cializing with peers and adults. Bacari
expresses himself through narrative
writing and also uses arts and crafts as
a creative outlet. One of Bacari’'s many
interests is space and meteorites; he is
able to talk on this topic at great length.
People that know Bacari say that he has
a great sense of humor. He does well in
school, and although he is currently un-
sure of the type of career he would like
to pursue, he enjoys animation and cre-
ating cartoons and comics, which may
lead to a vocation later in life.

a_ In a poem written by Bacari, he de-
Bacari ) . . .

scribes himself as nice, energetic, and

Age 17 smart. He prides himself on being a

brother to his sibling and lists his preferred activities as video games, watching

TV, and art. Bacari is gratified by beating a number of different video games,

which he does on his downtime, but he is also looking forward to getting a job.

Although he has experienced anger and fear, Bacari also recognizes the times

that he has felt happiness. Writing this poem at a recent event took courage and
vulnerability that Bacari handled masterfully.

Bacari is looking for a forever family that he hopes will be loving and structured,
but not too strict. All family constellations will be considered, including those with
older or younger children in the home. Bacari does have biological connections
that an adoptive family would need to help him maintain. He also feels connected
to his community and would love to have that fostered, as well.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8110
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your
heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adoption
Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. Start the
process today and give a waiting chil*d a perrr&anent place to call home.
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throw halfway into the
first quarter. This ignit-
ed David Prouty to keep
fighting and kept the scor-
ing close through the first
quarter. Leicester only led
at the end of the first, 9-6.

Connecting pass-
es became an obstacle
for both teams during
the second quarter. The
Panthers were shut down
by Leicester’s defensive
pressing, unable to put
any points on the board
in the frame. Leicester
found their flow and put
up 11 points. Leicester
increased their lead to
20-9 at the end of the half.

David Prouty came out
of the halftime break with
a plan to break through
the Wolverines’ defense.
They were able to quickly
sink four points. Leicester
pressed even harder forc-
ing the Panthers to run
out of room on the side-
lines. Leicester came out
of the third quarter ahead
33-14.

David Prouty doubled
their points in the fourth . :
quarter, but this was no —
match for the hungry David Prouty’s Laney Powell dishes off the ball while being
Wolverines. Leicester double teamed by Leicester.
opened their 2023-24 sea-
son with a 42-28 win over
the Panthers.

Top in the scorebook

for Leicester were Jayda 10 points. Maria Murillo
McLeod with 12 points scored 12 points for David
and Maeve Nelson with Prouty

David Prouty’s Madison Ethier puts up a shot over Leicester’s Kassidy Poce.
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Colonels prove to be too much for
Tantasqua in early season matchup

Tantasqua’s Sophie Webb competes for the game-opening jump ball with South’s Bryan

Bascones.

" ariE =
Tantasqua’s Nicki Vejak attempts to drive the ball past South
defender La-leanna Blount.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WORCESTER — The
Tantasqua girls’ varsity
basketball team had the
tall task of facing off
with Worcester South on
Thursday, Dec. 14. And,
unfortunately for the
Warriors, the Colonels
proved to be too much.

Behind a 25-point,
8-rebound effort from
Bryan Bascones, South
led from start to finish
before ultimately taking
home a 59-27 victory. The
Colonels are 3-0, while
Tantasqua dropped to 2-1.

“That’s a really well-
coached team that has a
really deep bench and a
ton of talent. They're a
super disciplined team,”
Andrew Haley, head
coach of the Warriors,
said of South.

Of Bascones’ play,
Haley added, “She had a
lights out game. She’s a
great player. She knows
how to get to a spot, she
never misses inside, she’s
an automatic bucket if
she touches it.”

The Colonels’ defense
used a full-court press
after made Dbaskets,
which made life difficult
for Tantasqua’s guards.

“Mostly it was just the
defense. It’s hard to beat
that full-court pressure.
By the time you beat it,
it’s hard to get in your
half-court sets,” said

Haley. “They do a real-
ly good job of Kkeeping
you from doing what you
want to do offensively.”

Conversely, the
Warriors, normally a
team that also likes to
press, did not employ that
defensive tactic against
the Colonels.

“I thought tonight with
the depth of their bench,
if we started handling
that pressure and then
also trying to apply that
pressure, we’d get gassed
pretty fast,” explained
Haley:

South led at all the
stops: 17-8 after one quar-
ter, 28-13 at the half and
44-18 through three before
winning by 32 points.

Tantasqua’s scorers
were Gabby Scanlon (9
points), Maya Gidopoulos
(6), Sophie Webb (4),
Maggie Johnson (4
points, 9 rebounds), Riley
West (2) and Sophie Ezzo
2).

“We’ve got a really
tough schedule, so this
will help us get ready for
a playoff run,” Haley said
of playing against teams
like South before adding
that his group won’t look
too much into this par-
ticular result. “This isn’t
an indicator — you don’t
worry about a game like
this — you just play as
hard as you can.”

The Warriors hope to
eventually make a run

HIGH SCHOOL

NOTEBOOK —

TANTASOUA SWIM-

MING SPLITS MEETS

WITH BROMFIELD

The Tantasqua boys won a close meet against
Bromfield at home with a score of 88-87. The Tantasqua
girls lost with a score of 55-121. First place finishes
for Tantasqua include boys’ 200 medley and 400 free
relays, Evan Dambly in the 200 free and the 100 back,
Ethan Korenda in the 50 free, and Sam Merchant in the
100 butterfly and the 500 free, and Jonah Scherer in the
100 breast. On the girl’s side, Abby Korenda placed 1st

in the 100 breaststroke.

hd

Nick Ethier photos

th’s Naima Bleou while deiding where to go with'the ball.

Maya Gidopoulos of Tantasqa stares down Sou

reached the Round of 16 Sherborn.
before falling to Dover-

in the Division 3 State
Tournament. In each

of the past two sea-
sons, Tantasqua has
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Tantasqua’s Gabby Scanlon drives the ball down the court in between a pair of South defenders.
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Leicester Police Log

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

12:08 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 12:31 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued,;
12:48 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 2:25 a.m.. mv stop
(Mulberry Street), Carmen Isa Ortiz,
29, 9 Channing Street, Worcester,
straight warrant, resisting arrest, pos-
session Class B drug, arrest; 7:29 a.m.:
disabled mv (Paxton Street), spoken
to; 7:38 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
written warning; 7:45 a.m.: mv stop
(South Main Street), Christina McKay
Cruickshank, 36, 328 Henshaw Street,
Leicester, op w/license suspended
for OUI, speeding, arrest; 8:19 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 8:27
a.m.: mv stop (Winslow Avenue), ver-
bal warning; 8:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 8:58 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
8:59 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 9:01 a.m.: accident (Marshall
Street), report taken; 9:11 a.m.. mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
9:36 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street),
written warning; 9:52 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:16
am.: mv stop (Main Street), written
warning; 10:27 a.m.: suspicious person
(Main Street), spoken to; 10:45 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued;
10:55 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 12:09 p.m.: ambulance
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 1:13 p.m.: ambulance (Carleton
Road), transported; 1:26 p.m.: distur-
bance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
services rendered; 2:32 p.m.: distur-
bance (Craig Street), spoken to; 2:37
p.m.: b&e/past (Mt. Pleasant Avenue),
report taken; 5:12 p.m.: ambulance
(Marshall Street), transported; 6:21
p.m.: animal complaint (Mannville
Street), referred to ACO; 6:32 p.m.:
welfare check (Pitcairne Avenue),
peace restored; 7:02 p.m.: suspicious
mv (Peter Salem Road), investigated;
7:04 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street),
transported; 8:07 p.m.: assist citizen
(Paxton Street); 11:59 p.m.: assist other
PD (South Main Street), services ren-
dered.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

12:10 am.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 12:38 a.m.: mv stop
(Wells Street, Oxford), verbal warning;
2:17 am.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 2:35 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), name and address redacted
from police log, unlicensed opera-
tion, no inspection sticker, criminal
application issued; 3:09 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning;
4:22 a.m.: parking complaint (Paxton
Street), citation issued; 7:54 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 8:22
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written
warning; 8:26 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford

Street), name and address redacted
from police log, unlicensed operation,
criminal application issued; 8:53 a.m.:
investigation (Lake Avenue North,
Worcester), report taken; 8:57 a.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 11:04
am.: harassment (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:31 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 11:44 a.m.:
disabled mv (Marshall Street), assist-
ed; 1:22 pm.: mv stop (South Main
Street), name and address redacted
from police log, op w/suspended regis-
tration, uninsured mv, criminal appli-
cation issued; 3:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 3:39 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), name and address
redacted from police log, no inspection
sticker, unlicensed operation, criminal
application issued; 4:20 p.m.: mv stop
(Pleasant Street), citation issued; 4:36
p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street),
gone on arrival; 4:48 p.m.: missing per-
son (Pine Street), assisted; 5:00 p.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
5:07 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 5:14 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 5:22 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
5:33 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:51 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 6:12 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), written warning;
6:20 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 6:32 p.m.: disturbance
(Main Street), unfounded; 9:04 p.m.:
investigation (West Street), report
taken; 10:39 p.m.: unknown alarm
(Main Street), false alarm.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

12:44 am.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 1:10 am.: mv
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 1:53
a.m.: assist other PD (Auburn Street),
services rendered; 2:31 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning;
10:30 a.m.: erratic operator (Pleasant
Street), unfounded; 1:04 p.m.. ambu-
lance (Paxton Street), transported;
1:44 p.m.: lobby service (Main Street),
report taken; 2:51 p.m.: ambulance
(Henshaw Street), transported; 3:37
p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street),
false alarm; 4:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 4:29 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
4:33 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 4:40 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton
Street), written warning; 4:48 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
4:56 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 5:06 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 5:12 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), written warning;
5:19 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:22 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 5:46 p.m.: sus-
picious person (Rawson Street), gone
on arrival; 7:00 p.m.: ambulance (Pine
Street), transported; 7:33 p.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 7:42
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 8:16 p.m.: welfare check (Lake

.
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Mikaela Victor
Local Resident

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

Advertising Account Executive

As a longtime resident of South
Central Massachusetts, Ive always
known what a special communi-
ty we live in. For generations, we
have trusted our local newspaper.
Local news and advertisers you can
trust, week after week. As the local
advertising rep for your newspaper,
it brings me great pleasure to help a
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers.
Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!

Your neighbor,
Mikaela

POLICE REPORTS

Shore Drive), transported to hospital;
10:02 p.m.: commercial alarm (Pleasant
Street), false alarm,

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10

12:09 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), citation issued;
1:54 a.m.: accident (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), report taken; 9:47 a.m.:
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 10:09 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), verbal warning;
10:12 a.m.: animal complaint (Main
Street), referred to ACO; 12:38 p.m.:
assist other agency (Rawson Street),
services rendered; 2:33 p.m.:. welfare
check (Paxton Street), transported to
hospital; 3:27 p.m.: investigation (South
Main Street), report taken; 3:28 p.m.:
disturbance (Soojians Drive), resolved;
4:21 p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street),
assisted; 6:00 p.m.: assist citizen (Main
Street); 7:17 p.m.: ambulance (Main
Street), transported; 9:17 p.m.. com-
mercial alarm (Henshaw Street), false
alarm; 9:49 p.m.. commercial alarm
(Main Street), false alarm.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11

6:46 a.m.: assist citizen (South Main
Street); 7:34 a.m.: wires down (Henshaw
Street), resolved; 7:48 a.m.: hanging
wires (Bond Street), resolved; 8:41
a.m.: welfare check (Paxton Street),
spoken to; 10:40 a.m.: ambulance (River
Street), transported; 11:06 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Siani Road), transported; 11:19
a.m.: welfare check (Rawson Street),
assisted; 5:39 p.m.: erratic operator
(Main Street), investigated; 7:59 p.m.:
hit/run accident (Pleasant Street),
report taken; 8:25 p.m.: suspicious mv
(Henshaw Street), resolved; 8:38 p.m.:
shoplifting (Soojians Drive), report
taken; 9:35 p.m.: ambulance (Pine
Street), transported; 9:47 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 10:13
p.m.: erratic operator (Mt. Pleasant
Avenue), Leopoldo Loja-Zamora, 34, 7
Mt. Pleasant Avenue, Leicester, refus-
al to identify self, operating mv w/
license revoked as habitual traffic
offender, OUI liquor, negligent opera-
tion, marked lanes violation, arrest.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12

12:19 a.m.: assist citizen (Lake Drive);
2:53 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:29 a.m.: fraud (Victor
Avenue), report taken; 9:08 a.m.:
restraining order service (Main Street),
unabe to serve; 10:03 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:08
am.: mv stop (Main Street), citation
issued; 10:32 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant
Street), transported; 10:52 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 11:16
am.: mv stop (Olney Street), spoken
to; 11:18 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main
Street), services rendered; 11:35 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
11:52 a.m.: restraining order service
(Main Street), unable to serve; 12:02
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 12:04 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Watch Street), services
rendered; 1:22 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 1:31 p.m.:
mv stop (Stafford Street), name and
address redacted from police log, op w/
suspended registration, uninsured myv,
criminal application issued; 1:35 p.m.:
ambulance (Winslow Avenue), trans-
ported; 2:25 p.m.. mv stop (Pleasant
Street), verbal warning; 2:33 p.m.: mv
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
spoken to; 4:20 p.m.:. restraining
order service (Main Street), unable to
serve; 4:28 p.m.: accident (Pine Street),
report taken; 5:21 p.m.: hit/run acci-
dent (Marshall Street), report taken;
6:07 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street),
transported to hospital; 6:29 p.m.:
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 8:04 p.m.: restraining order service
(South Main Street), served; 9:57 p.m.:
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13

12:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 12:31 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 12:42 a.m.: mv
stop (Burncoat Street), verbal warning;
12:47 a.m.: suspicious person (Main
Street), investigated; 12:54 a.m.: wel-
fare check (Stafford Street), services
rendered; 1:41 a.m.: suspicious person
(Main Street), Stephen N. Filewicz,
25, 30 Oberlin Street, Worcester, no
charges recorded on police log, arrest;

Home Town Service,
Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
T74-200-7308

Place your ad'today!

=g
WAR RELICS & FOSTER
WAR SOUVENIERS PARENTS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,

Rags, Uniforms, etc.

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Over 40 years’ 2417 Support
experience. Generous
Call David Reimbursement,
(508) 688-0847. $1000 Sign-0n
I'LL COME TO YOU! Bonus. Call For Details.
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Street), assisted; 8:09 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 10:41 a.m.: ambulance
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 11:45 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant
Street), transported; 4:12 p.m.: mv stop
(South Main Street), verbal warning;
6:00 p.m.: assist citizen (Pine Street);
8:00 p.m.: disturbance (Auburn Street),
peace restored.

HHH

Spencer Police Log

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

12:10 a.m.: intelligence/parole (West
Main Street), info rec’d; 12:15-3:01 a.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 1:47-2:51
a.m.: parking violations/4 (Hastings
Road, Duggan, Mechanic streets, Old
Farm Road), tickets issued; 5:23 a.m.:
animal complaint (North Spencer
Road), loose horses; 7:21 a.m.. LTC
issued (West Main Street), assisted;
8:05 a.m.. medical/general (Pioneer
Valley Drive); 8:36 a.m.: lost/found
(West Main Street), cell phone found;
8:59 a.m.: fire/woods/grass (Cherry
Street), public assist; 11:09 a.m.: animal
complaint (Lakeshore Drive), rep. bite;
11:13 a.m.: mv repossessed (Cranberry
Meadow Road), info rec’d; 11:15 a.m.:
animal complaint (North Spencer
Road), loose dogs; 12:11 p.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), unwanted party;
12:41 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West
Main Street), misdial; 1:03 p.m.: ille-
gal dumping (North Brookfield Road),
mattress dumped; 2:07 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 2:30 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Main Street), rec’d
strange phone call; 6:25 a.m.: officer
wanted (Wm. Casey Road), re: trouble
w/staff member; 7:11 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), mv in intersec-
tion; 10:33 p.m.: medical/general (R.
Jones Road); 11:31 p.m.: 911 call (West
Main Street), Harrington CT down;
(total daily mv stops — 2).

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

12:37-1:56 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 2:09 a.m.: intelligence/parole
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 6:20
am.: LTC issued (West Main Street),
assisted; 9:15 a.m.: animal complaint
(Pleasant Street), concerned about
neighbor’s cat; 9:56 a.m.. mv lock-
out (Wall Street), assisted; 11:02 a.m.:
officer wanted (Maple Street), spo-
ken to; 11:12 a.m.: sex offender regis-
tration (Highland Street), failure to
register; 11:22 a.m.: medical/general
(Main Street); 11:28 a.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 11:45 a.m.:
restraining order service (Browning
Pond Road); 12:11 p.m.: accident (Maple
Street), report taken; 12:57 p.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Auburn PD
bolo/mv thefts; 1:21 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), req. escort/
retrieve belongings; 1:23 p.m.. medi-
cal/general (Bixby Road); 1:56 p.m.:
restraining order service (Chestnut
Street); 2:56 p.m.: officer wanted
(West Main Street), LTC change of
address; 3:20 p.m.: medical/general
(Ash Street), 3:25 p.m.: commercial
alarm (West Main Street), services
rendered; 5:22 p.m.: suspicious mv
(Cherty Street), investigated; 5:31 p.m.:
harassing phone calls (Paxton Road),
threats rec’d/report taken; 8:03 p.m.:
mv fire (Paxton Road), referred; 9:18
p.m.: suspicious mv (North Spencer
Road), investigated; 10:38 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Water Street), services
rendered; (total daily mv stops — 5)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

12:03-2:15 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure;1:09 a.m.: suspicious mv
(Chestnut Street), investigated; 4:20
a.m.: commercial alarm (Chestnut
Street), services rendered; 4:38 a.m.:
commercial alarm (Water Street),
service rendered; 6:10 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), Todd Richard Hickey,
52, 5 Chestnut Street, Spencer, op w/
suspended license, mv lights violation,
arrest; 6:45 a.m.: 911 call (Clark Road),
resolved; 9:35 a.m.. mv complaint
(Pleasant Street), c/o speeding; 9:58
a.m.: DPW call (Olde Main Street), 1g.
sink hole; 10:00 a.m.: restraining order
service (West Main Street); 10:25 a.m.:
restraining order service (Hastings
Road); 12:28 a.m.: medical/general
(High Street); 10:47 a.m.: residential
alarm (Wilson Avenue), services ren-
dered; 11:07 a.m.: harassment pre-
vention order service (Maple Street);
11:17 a.m.: sex offender registration
(West Main Street), assisted; 11:19
a.am.: suspicious mv (Maple Street),
N-Grid wildlife survey; 11:25 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Vine Street), spoken to;
11:41 a.m.: 911 call (Maple Street), no
emergency; 11:51 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village), lift assist; 12:19
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
assist Leicester PD w/RMV; 12:19 p.m.:
officer wanted (Main Street), debris
in road; 3:19 p.m.: disturbance (Clark
Street), re: neighbor dispute; 4:01 p.m.:
juvenile matter (Main Street), rep.
harassment via social media; 4:54 p.m.:
911 call (West Main Street), UMass cath
lab down; 8:50 p.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 9:10 p.m.: suspicious mv (Valley
Street), investigated; 11:35 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 11:51 p.m.:
missing person/juvenile (West Main
Street), daughter overdue at home;
(total daily mv stops — 10).

Turn To LOGS page A15
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SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 9

12:56 a.m.. medical/
general (Church Street);
1:15-2:18 a.m.: buildings
checked, secure; 3:38 a.m.:
mutual aid (West Main
Street), Southbridge PD
bolo; 4:15 a.m.: medical/
general (Donnelly Cross
Road); 6:55 a.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Paxton Road),
services rendered; 9:11
a.m.: animal complaint

(Charlton Road), dead
animal in road; 10:00
a.m.: suspicious mv

(Charlton Road), water
leak; 11:50 a.m.: officer
wanted (Chestnut Street),
caller needs help; 11:55
a.m.: fraud/confidence
game (Wilson Avenue),
re: call rec’d by husband;
11:57 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Hastings Road);
11:57 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Charlton Road);
12:57 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), rep.
abuse of animal; 4:28
a.m.. animal complaint
(Pleasant Street), bark-
ing dog; 4:38 p.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), report
taken; 4:58 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), rep.
excessive use of horn;
5:36 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lincoln Street); 6:53
p.m.: commercial alarm

(West Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 7:08 p.m.:
citizen complaint (Main
Street), c¢/0 road blocked
for parade; 7:08 p.m.: acci-
dent (Donnelly Road),
report taken; 7:18 p.m.:
officer wanted (West
Main Street), UMass
cardiac cath lab down;
8:10 p.m.: suspicious mv
(Charlton Road), investi-
gated; 8:22 p.m.: disabled
mv (West Main Street),
assisted; 8:28 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Roys Drive);
11:16 p.m.: commercial
alarm (Main Street),
services rendered; 11:59
p.m.: intelligence/crimi-
nal (West Main Street),
info rec’d; (total daily mv
stop - 7).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER
10

12:32-2:07 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure;
9:48 a.m.: RV complaint
(Main Street), 4-wheeler
stuck in swamp; 10:16
a.m.. medical/general
(Charlton Road); 10:53
a.m.. suspicious persons
(Meadow Road), investi-
gated; 10:55 a.m.: officer
wanted (R. Jones Road),
black VW fled from offi-
cer; 11:22 a.m.: building
checked, secure; 11:29
a.m.: officer wanted
(Charlton Road), items

falling from truck bed;
11:36 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 12:24
p.m.:

medical/general

(High Street); 1:34 p.m.:
mv lockout (McCormick
Road), assisted; 2:42 p.m.:
disturbance (Chickering
Road), unwanted party;
4:07 pm.: mv complaint
(West Main Street), errat-
icoperator;5:00 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Chestnut
Street); 5:40 p.m.: officer
wanted (Bixby Road),
spoken to; 6:24 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Lloyd Dyer
Drive); 7:16 p.m.: officer
wanted (East Charlton
Road), Ig. limb in road-
way; 7:33 p.m.: elderly
matter (Pleasant Street),
frightened re: photo left
at door; 8:28 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (West Main
Street), heard knocking
on kitchen door; 10:16
p.m.: mutual aid (Main
Street), tree down w/
bound lane; (total daily
mv stops - 1).

MONDAY,DECEMBER
11

12:13-2:39 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 1:37
a.m.. medical/general
(Main Street); 1:40 a.m.:
DPW call (Thompson
Pond Road), re: road
washout; 7:03 a.m.: 911
call (Main Street), acci-
dental; 7:40 a.m.. DPW
call (Bond Street), tree
down on wires; 9:04 a.m.:
commercial alarm (Main
Street), services ren-
dered; 9:09 a.m.: medical/
general (Wire Village
Road); 9:19 am.. mv

complaint (Main Street),
erratic  operator/box
truck; 9:48 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village);
11:20 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Hastings Road);
11:31 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Bay Path Road),
neighbor’s dog Kkilled
some chickens; 11:55
a.m.: animal complaint
(South Street), re: miss-
ing cat; 12:08 p.m.: 911 call
(Ash Street), hang-up;
12:17 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (West Main Street);
12:39 p.m.: mv complaint
(Main Street), rep. road
rage; 12:59 p.m.. medi-
cal/general (West Main
Street); 2:23 p.m.: officer
wanted (Norcross Road),
wants advice; 2:34 p.m.:
restraining order service
(Cherry Street); 2:43 p.m.:
juvenile matter (Main
Street), re: incident yes-
terday; 3:21 p.m.: mutual
aid (West Main Street),
Sturbridge PD bolo/errat-
ic operator; 3:40 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main
Street), spoken to; 3:48
p.m.. mutual aid (West
Main Street), Oxford PD
bolo; 5:16 p.m.: medical/
general (High Street);
5:30 p.m.: mv complaint
(Main Street), erratic
operator; 6:13 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street),

aid (West Main Street),
Leicester PD bolo; 11:00
p.m.: animal complaint
(Meadow Road), req.
check dogs in pound;
11:57 p.m.: Dbuilding
checked, secure; (total
daily mv stops — 2).
TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 12
12:01-2:41 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure;
12:16 a.m.: 911 call
(Temple Street), hit/run
accident; 1:37 a.m.: park-
ing violation (Church
Street), ticket issued; 1:56
a.m.. commercial alarm
(Water Street), services
rendered; 2:43 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Oakland
Drive); 2:58 a.m.: fire
alarm (Cherry Street),
referred; 7:12 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street),
Charlton PD bolo/welfare
check; 7:53 a.m.: larceny
(Main Street), re: stolen
pkg.; 8:20 a.m.: animal
complaint (Browning
Pond Road), re: injured
owl; 11:41 a.m.: distur-
bance (Lake Street),
rep. female yelling; 12:21
p.m.: medical/general
(Lamoreaux Lane); 1:19
p.m.: restraining order
service (West Main
Street); 1:25 p.m.: mv theft
(Crestview Drive), rep.
license plates stolen; 1:35

possible stolen truck; 3:17
p.m.: animal complaint
(Bixby Road), dog always
loose; 3:28 p.m.: juvenile
matter (Hastings Road),
foster son not home from
school; 3:47 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Wall Street);
3:58 p.m.:. disabled mv
(Main Street), assisted;
4:30 p.m.: residential fire
(East Charlton Road),
referred; 5:11 p.m.:. res-
idential alarm (Howe
Village), services ren-
dered; 5:22 p.m.: officer
wanted (Church Street),
re: stolen airpods; 5:45
p.m.: fire/woods/grass
(Sherman Grove), fire
in barrel; 6:15 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Mechanic
Street); 8:08 p.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Lake Street),
services rendered; 8:19
p.m.: suspicious persons
(Park Street), investi-
gated; 8:53 p.m.: juvenile
matter (Ash Street), re:
DAs referral; 9:27 p.m.:
suspicious mv (Pleasant
Street), investigated/mv
at school; 10:16 p.m.: mv
complaint (Main Street),
erratic operator; 11:41
p.m.: building checked,
secure; 11:56 p.m.: intelli-
gence/parole (West Main
Street), info rec’d; (total
daily mv stops — 1).

re: trash left at front door; m.: lost/found (Maple HHH
7:30 p.m.: mv repossessed Street), wallet found;
(Smithville Road), info 2:57 p.m.: officer wanted
rec’d; 8:10 p.m.: mutual (West Main Street), rep.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed Realtor

[.Ems

Jenna Gouin, Cllent Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY
Log Home-2 Acres

* Prlvacy' P1rvacy Prlvacy'
* 1.5 baths

* Catherdral Ceilings

* Gas Heater

145 BakerPond Road $399,900

ASHBURNHAM
24 ACFES

fx#»ﬁ

* 2 Car Garage * 2 5 Baths
* 2200 Sq. ft * Open floor Plan

183 Sherbert Rd. $665,000

HOLDEN:- 2400 SQ
FT COLONIAL

* Unbe 1evable 4 Season room
*3 Levels of living area
*Inground Pool

*Central Air

* 8 Rooms plus finished lower level

190 Meadow Wood Dr. $699,900

WEBSTER LAKE CONDO

*Beason Park Unit with Waterviews *Fireplace
*Recent Heating System *2.5 Baths *Garage
805 Beacon Park $364,900

Homes for Heroes
Are You a Hero
or do you know a hero?
* Fireman * Law Enforcement

* Teachers *Military * Healthcare

Your Service Deserves Our Reward
Call Diane at 774-239-2937
or Jo-Ann at 774-230-5044

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc...

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

| look forward to serving
you in all of your real estate
ventures!

¢ Buying

e Selling

e Investing

Contact Info:
774.230.3500[508.943.6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the
Real Estate
Business!

avenue

RE/MAX @ '

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438
callen1995@ao| com

Mary Hicks Realtoro &

Over 20 years experience!

CENTURY 21

NORTH EAST

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222
www.maryahicks.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-677

Donnaflanneryer

"Put 39 years of combined

Dennaflanneryrealtor.com
rakey.net

ERA Key Realty
Snees SERVICES

real estate experience
to work for you!"

Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau
Realtor”

508-612-9843
Kayleen0O@aol.com

B s @)

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE

PEACE AND GOODWILLTO ALL!

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Lake Realty

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable
Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA ¢ GO WITH MOE!
maureencimoch@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

P e
rezmax RE/MAX
PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATES
49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor

License #9529769
(774) 452-3578

Licensed in MA and CT

Carrie Abysalh
Realtor

License #904677
(508) 6410150

Jo-Ann Szymczak

DUDLEY- Private Country Setting
Log Home on 2 Acres

*1.5 Baths
*3 Bedrooms

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

‘ SOLD & SOLD DOLIAR VOLUME n

ERA HALL OF FAME
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

f

= o,

EXIT Real Estate Executives

e Home staging services

e Home warranties

¢ 3D videos

e Professional photography
e Ramped up open houses!
e And so much more..

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

N
Why call the

A Michelle Terry Team
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

YOUR LOCAL
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
Michelle Terry ¢ Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

gl

For Advertising Information

W | g 0 o Call 774-200-7308
774-230-5044 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604 L s ° ° °
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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Courtesy

Spencer held its annual
Parade of Lights on Route 9
this month.

TOMLIN

continued from page Al

difficult situation. These
include Nancy Manske,
the district’s preschool
and early education direc-
tor, who helped Tomlin
manage EBES while dis-
trict officials worked to @
identify a candidate for [ZH
the Lead Teacher position.

Tomlin will continue to
serve as KTMS Principal
through the remainder
of the year. Meanwhile,
Lavin will remain in her
role as Lead Teacher at
EBES.

“I am extremely grate-
ful to have this opportu-
nity as Lead Teacher at
EBES, and I look forward
to continued profession-
al growth in this posi-
tion,” Lavin said. “I feel
that this opportunity will
provide me with leader-
ship responsibilities and
experiences to prepare for
a school leader position
down the road.”

Parade of Lights a dazzling

celebration of the season

SPENCER — In a dazzling celebration of the season, the community continued a
beloved tradition this month at the annual Parade of Lights.

Held on Dec. 9, the event showcased an array of vehicles and floats decorated
with seasonal delights. From first responders to local businesses and organizations,
the community was well-represented at the parade along Route 9.

“It was a great event for the town, and we loved seeing all the great floats, jeeps,
and trucks. There were some real creative ideas,” read a statement released by the
Spencer Police Department. “Thank you to all of the traveling public for accommo-
dating the detours and delays based on the closure.”

The parade began at David Prouty High School before running west along Route 9
to Old Main Street. Families from throughout the area enjoyed the magic of illu-
mination.

LEGALS

Burncoat Pond Watershed District
Please be aware that the Burncoat
Pond Watershed District will hold a
meeting on January 2, 2024 at Leices-
ter Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square,
Leicester, MA 01524 in order to set the
tax rate for fiscal year 2024. All propri-
etors are welcome.

December 29, 2023

At the Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting to be held on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 09, 2024, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing — Spencer
Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit— Applicant: Aman-
da Chase, Owner: WWB Properties;
Location: 152 Main Street (1 Me-
chanic Street), Spencer Assessor’s
Map U07-64. The applicant is seek-
ing a Special Permit under Sections
4.2.G.2 of the Spencer Zoning Bylaw
to have a Custom print shop busi-
ness. The property is in the Town
Center (TC) zoning district.
December 22, 2023
December 29, 2023

At the Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting to be held on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 09, 2024, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing — Spencer
Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit— Applicant: Fran-
cis DeFalco, Owner: Angela DeFal-
co; Location: 64 Chickering Road,
Spencer Assessor’s Map U30-21.
The applicant is seeking a Special
Permit under Sections 5.2.6 (De-
tached Accessory Structure) and
44.1.A (Accessory Uses) of the
Spencer Zoning Bylaw to replace an
existing shed with a larger shed (12
x 24), free standing/ preassembled.
The structure will be 25’ from the
front property line. The property is
in the Lake Residential (LR) zoning
district.
December 22, 2023
December 29, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO23P4339GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
In the matter of:
Dante | Lindsay
Of: East Brookfield, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by Kelly A Lindsay of East
Brookfield, MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Dante | Lindsay is
in need of a Guardian and requesting
that Kelly A Lindsay of East Brook-
field, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Guardian to
serve Without Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court and may contain
a request for certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00
A.M. on the return date of 01/09/2024.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you object to
the petition. If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing
the written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days after
the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has theright to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named

person cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 15, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman
December 28, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P4308EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Robert E. Pollier, Jr.
Date of Death: 07/28/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Mary A. Pollier of Ware MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Mary A. Pollier of Ware MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration .
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
01/16/2023 .
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate

are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 14, 2023

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

December 29, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO22P2935EA
Estate of:
Patricia L Tomer
Also known as:
Patricia Louise Kondratick
Date of Death: 05/20/2020
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Mackensey L. Bailey of Erving MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a a final account,
First and Final aand other such relief
as may be requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 01/16/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,
First Justice of this Court
December 14, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate
December 29, 2023
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HOUR / “"How much will
PRICE new replacement
QUOTE windows & doors

cost me?”’

Renewal by Andersen has a phone
line dedicated to that question.

Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line at 1-800-209-2746, and
we'll provide a quote within 48 hours of your call. Most
other companies take weeks to produce their estimate.
Within 48 hours, a Renewal by Andersen Project Manager
will precisely measure your home's windows and doors,
help you choose your window styles, colors, grilles and
hardware, and then we’ll provide a down-to-the-penny
price quote that will be good for one full year. No hidden
charges and no more wondering, “How much will new
windows and doors cost?”

Call 1-800-209-2746

to schedule your FREE in-home visit

A\

Call before December 31!

BUY 1 WINDOW OR DOOR,
GET 1

- 40% OFF

HUVES

$200 OFF

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE'

WiTH
$o 0O 0O° FOR1

MONTHLY INTEREST Y EA R 1

PAYMENTS

m purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the
date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement window
division of Andersen Windows, so everything we do is held

to the same standard of excellence that Andersen has lived by

for 120 years. We manage the entire process—from building

to installation to the warranty—on our windows and doors. The
Renewal by Andersen material is stronger than vinyl, and
unlike wood, requires virtually no maintenance.?

Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line:

1-800-209-2746

For J.D. Power 2023 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1)
window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/28/2023 and 12/31/2023. 40% off windows
and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you
purchase by 12/31/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

* %k kK
FULL:SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT |

*
inn

purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for
GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2See limited warranty for
details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.



18

SPENCER NEW LEADER

e Friday, December 29, 2023

Find the home made for you.

Let us work with you to find

| Gelll: 1508534158299

| SearchiHomes http:

+
(o
(o]

%
—
o~

your dream home.

CaroNIREAINEStAtE R s
I NVl Sirecs, O Bex 447 Breslitle], MA 07808,

4/l

LOWEST PRICES [ L R{F:1}

(et After-Christmas Clearance Prices Now!

HUGE MARKDOWNS

Save on Dinettes, Living Rooms, Bedrooms, Accessories plus so much more!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE RD., WHITINSVILLE MA 01588 + 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY « FREE DELIVERY

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-8:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00, SUN. 11-5

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!!!

i

NEWS@
stonebridge
press.news

TWIN:

(REGULARLY $299)

(REGULARLY $499)

(REGULARLY $599)

(Regularly $549.99)

55" Samsung
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsun
(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS

MATTRESS SALE!
$199

FULL: $269°
FULL: $299

\

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

iz - T

L.

yip

Ly

5

hn

B

¢
AP

42 A

[y To our many
N £ [oya[ customers,
we Thank You!

NE

%

Yedr

ke

-

~Muorse Lumber &
hristmas Tree Farm

_ %, i o~ .' p
Mozrse Lumber'Co., Inc.
w%@pglﬁ%d., Southbridge MA 01550
Route 169, 1/2 Mile fromi€onn. Line 4

<7994'N

S >14508-764-3231 Mo

'
{“,1‘_

SERVPRO.

r e-LUgL‘gr.com -
_f %

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

SERVPRO® of
Southern Worcester County

508-234-3399

Independently owned and operated

Fire, Smoke, and Soot Damage

Water and Sewer Damage

Mold Mitigation and Remediation

Air Duct Cleaning | Puff Back Damage

Oil Damage | Asbestos Abatement

Move Outs and Storage Space

Vandalism Clean Up and Board-Ups

Graffiti Removal | Bloodborne Pathogens

Like it never even happened.®

CLEARANCE!
INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

GIANT TOY DEPT! ¢ - ITEEED

OPEN:

Dec. 22, 9am-10pm =

Dec. 23, 8am-10pm §
Dec. 24, 9am-7pmi

GIFT IDEAS!

5CU.FT. FRIGIDAIRE SAMSUNG MAYTAG
CHEST
ricezen || oV || WASHER | DSASIER | 6] ENG o TOBOGGANS
99 99
$249™ || $329 || $699* | $549* | |CE SKATES * TUBES
FRIGIDAIRE WHIRLPOOL 10 CU. FT. o £
SIDE-BY-SIDE AMS:ADE':(\EEER NéARYYTEARG FRENCH DOOR CHEST 1%
EiRIoGES%RQ uweuasssewsg waucaaﬂws 9 Bgig;gg;
WAS $1,599.99 svﬁsgsegsu swégg?_gg WAS §$2,699 WAS $599.99
.FT. G.E. OVER-THE-
FREEZER || croinnA  |[CEFRONTLOAD)  BfEsT || rop elecmic || . RANGE
18 CU. FT. $AGRISAICEAS + SinkessSteel | | EGFWSSOSSNWW FREEZER STOVE MICROWAVE
$699% | $599% | $749% | $899% $§GY9 | $199°
WAS $899.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $1099.99 WAS §099.99 WAS $279.99

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

WHITCO

Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 9am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
FOR 100°’S OF DEALS!
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