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LEICESTER — On April 30, 
Gov. Maura Healey, Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll, Education Secretary 
Stephen Zrike, and Department of 
Elementary & Secondary Education 
Commissioner Pedro Martinez 
announced a three million dollar 
grant for LHS to start HVACR and 
Plumbing programs.  

Superintendent Brett Kustigian 
said, “I am surrounded by a strong 
team who created an outstanding 
grant application and this will ben-
efit our students for years to come.”

Leicester is one of only 28 schools 
in the Commonwealth to receive 
grant funding.  

Healy said, “Across 
Massachusetts,  we’re  hearing from 
students and families who want 
access to career technical education 
(CTE).  This investment will expand 
capacity, create new opportunities 
and ensure more students can gain 
the skills they need to succeed, 
while strengthening our workforce 
and supporting employers across the 
state.”  

Leicester High School has expand-
ed offerings over the past three years 
to include five approved Chapter 
74 programs and two Innovation 
Pathways.  Only four years ago, 
there were no CTE offerings.  This 
exponential growth is being noticed 
across the state with Massachusetts 

S P E N C E R 
—  The  Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School 
District (SEBRSD) is proud 
to announce its selection 
as a featured cover story 
in the April 2026 issue 
of Business View Magazine. 
The in-depth article, titled 
“Purpose-Driven Education 
for a Changing World,” 
highlights the district’s 
commitment to academ-
ic excellence, sustainable 
facilities, and innovative 
career pathways.

The feature emphasiz-
es the district’s role as an 
“innovative school district” 
that is preparing students for 

life beyond the classroom 
through community partner-
ships,  fiscal discipline, and 
specialized  STEAM,  Early 
College, and CTE (Career 
Technical Education)  pro-
grams.

Key highlights from the 
feature include:

Infrastructure Excellence: 
Recognition of the major 
renovation and expansion 
of  David Prouty High 
School, which includes 
state-of-the-art facilities 
like glulam timber beams 
and energy-efficient insulat-
ed concrete form (ICF) wall 
systems.

A w a r d - W i n n i n g 

Sustainability: Celebration 
of SEBRSD’s status as a 
Green Ribbon Award nom-
inee for its achievements 
in reducing environmen-
tal impact and improving 
health and wellness.

Comprehensive Student 
Support: A focus on the dis-
trict’s “Cubs Corner” pre-
school program—a 2025 
Resiliency Award recipi-
ent—and the elementary 
schools’ Purple Star Awards 
for supporting military-con-
nected families.

AI and Future Literacy: 
Mention of the dis-
trict’s inclusion in Digital 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT 

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  The Mad Brook Road 
bridge in North Brookfield 
is closing effective imme-
diately, following an April 
21 vote by the Board of 
Selectmen.

The bridge was already 
slated for replacement 
but was not expected to 
close until later this year. 
Selectmen read a letter 
from Barry Lorion, District 
3 Highway Director for the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation, during 
their April 21 meeting 
requesting the bridge’s 
immediate closure due to 

continued structural issues.
“The good news is that 

design and funding are 
now in place so the town 
can move forward with the 
project and begin construc-
tions expected in summer 
of 2026, however a recent 
inspection shows the bridge 
is continuing to deteriorate,” 
Lorion said in his letter. 
“The steel supporting the 
deck has weakened, raising 
safety concerns about keep-
ing the bridge open.”

In March, the Board of 
Selectmen confirmed that 
state funding had been 
secured through the DOT’s 
Small Bridge Program 
to replace the structure. 
Mass DOT helped design 

a replacement, and it was 
expected the current bridge 
would remain open to traf-
fic until construction began. 

Those plans have changed 
following the DOT’s con-
tinued monitoring of the 
bridge’s condition necessi-
tating and early closure as 
the department works with 
local highway officials and 
the town’s project consul-
tant on approving the bridge 
plans.

Selectmen had no issues 
with the early closure, with 
Selectman Jamie Gilman 
acknowledging the bridge’s 
condition is getting worse. 

“After looking at the 
trusses underneath the 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The North Brookfield 
Fire Department has always 
been a treasured part of its 
local community. Founded 
in 1851, the department 
houses the legacies of 
friends, families, neighbors, 
and community leaders 
who all played a role in 
making the department an 
ever-growing part of North 
Brookfield’s history. Even 
175 years after its founding, 
the department is still grow-
ing and continues to be one 
of the town’s most resilient 
and important assets to this 
day.

Housed in a building 
constructed in 1878, albe-
it with a few new renova-
tions, the North Brookfield 

Fire Department takes its 
history to heart and that it 
even more apparent thanks 
to new additions to the 
building’s main entryway 
which were finally present-
ed to the public during an 
annual open house during 
the town’s May Festival on 
May 2.

The department celebrat-
ed its 175th anniversary by 
welcoming guests to see the 
renovated facility which 
now includes a tribute to 
the department’s long his-
tory through an authentic 
uniform sweater and pieces 
of a cart that served as rem-
nants of its early days. The 
cart is the only remaining 
piece of history from the 
department’s beginnings in 
1843 before it became an 
official entity in 1851.

The day included tours 

of the building where vis-
itors could learn about the 
department’s past and pres-
ent and provided an oppor-
tunity for members both 
current and former to rem-
inisce on a long history of 
service that has kept the fire 
department going strong for 
all this time.

The importance of the 
day was not lost on Chief 
Keith Marshall, who is well 
versed in the department’s 
long connection to the com-
munity at-large. 

“We’ve had members that 
have generations involved 
in this department. One of 
my predecessors was the 
second chief in his family. 
His father was the chief for 
a number of years before 
him. Just seeing the leg-

Courtesy

From left to right: Assistant Superintendent Lind, MA DESE Commissioner Martinez, Gov. Healey, Secretary of Education Zrike, Superintendent Kustigian, 
LHS Principal Zawada.

Leicester High School receives $3 million grant 
for HVAC and plumbing programs

School District featured in Business 
View Magazine for innovation and 

“purpose-driven education”

Mad Brook Road Bridge 
closing early

North Brookfield Fire Department celebrates 175 years

Jason Bleau

North Brookfield’s current facilities blend the new and the old, maintaining a renovated building 
from the 1870s along with a newer garage for its apparatus.
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LEICESTER —  On April 15, the Leicester Public 
Schools hosted its 28th Annual Evening with the Arts, 
an event showcasing the arts and the contributions of 
all students in grades K-12. 

“The evening showcased a wide range of student 
work and performances in art, music, band, chorus, 
and drama, highlighting the important role the arts play 
in children’s growth and development. Participation 
in the arts helps students build creativity, confidence, 
collaboration skills, and self-expression while strength-
ening their connection to the school community,” said 
Leicester Elementary Art Teacher Kristen PIke.

Pike added, “This year’s event also featured a special 
collaboration with C.A.R.E. Leicester, an organization 
dedicated to protecting Mother Earth and encouraging 
the community to take pride in keeping Leicester clean 
and beautiful. Through their ‘Team Up 2 Clean Up’ 
initiative, C.A.R.E. hopes to inspire and sustain efforts 
to care for the local environment. An art display titled 
Art for Earth’s Sake was created to help raise aware-
ness about this meaningful organization and highlight 
the importance of taking pride in and caring for our 
community.” 

Middle School Visual Art students added advocacy 
posters while practicing typeface skills. 

The performing arts were also highlighted through-
out the event with performances from the Leicester 
Elementary School Chorus, Middle School Maroon 
Band, High School Chorus, Middle School Concert 
Band, High School Concert Band, Middle School 
Symphonic Band, and scenes from “Annie” by the 
Leicester High School Drama Club.

Coincidentally, the LHS and LMS Bands chose the 
same piece to perform this Spring: Scott Watson’s 
“Terracotta Warriors.” Inspired by the spirit army of 
6,000 clay statues created for the tomb of the first 
emperor of China, this fascinating work opens with a 
brief, plaintive folk chant that summons the warriors 
from their centuries-old sleep. Approximately 50 stu-
dents in grades 6-12 combined to perform the piece 
together which opened with a recorder solo by seventh 
grader Larissa LaFlamme. The piece also featured a 
unique percussion instrument, the marching machine, 
which was built by Leicester resident and band parent 
David Hipple.

“As the elementary music teacher, my favorite part 
of Evening with the Arts is watching the Middle and 
High School performances. It is amazing to see how far 
students have come as musicians since their first musi-
cal experiences in kindergarten,” notes Alyssa Hiltz. 

Older students also enjoy seeing how far they have 
evolved throughout their school careers. 

“I love seeing all the artwork from the younger stu-
dents,” notes Abby Foresteire, LHS senior. “This is a 

fun experience to come together one final time for the 
drama club to perform as a family,” adds Foresteire, 
who played Miss Hannagan in this year’s production 
of “Annie.”

Alexis Phillips, who directed the LHS Band, Chorus, 
and Drama club, emphasizes that the event showcases 
student accomplishment that cannot be “shown through 
a test score or good grade.” Success in the visual and 
performing arts “takes time and resilience to accom-
plish.”

A new exhibit this year featured the ways in which 
art, music, and theater groups have been involved 
with community service and events this year. Some 
events included the LMS 9/11 Remembrance Concert, 
Christmas Caroling at Leicester’s Historic Swan 
Tavern, musical performances at the Tsongas Arena 
and the DCU Center, participation in the Quabbin 
Valley Music Educators Association Junior Band, and 
using student artwork to celebrate or recognize various 
community members, to name just a few. “Involvement 
in the community of Leicester and beyond is an import-
ant part of our programs,” noted LMS Music Teacher 
Kristina Looney. “Our students are learning the value 
of the arts and the happiness it can bring to others when 
we share our talents and skills.” 

Pike said,  “The most rewarding part of our annual 
evening with the arts is watching students proudly stand 
beside their artwork and share it with their families and 
friends.   Seeing their confidence grow and knowing 
they feel valued as artists is what art education is all 
about.”
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•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Correction
SPENCER — The New Leader would like to issue a correction 

and clarification to our story printed in the May 1 edition regarding 
the upcoming election in Spencer.

Our story informed voters that a question in the election would 
involved override funding to assess an additional $368,390 in real 
estate and personal property taxes for the purposes of funding four 
Firefighters in the Spencer Fire Department for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1. However, the story erroneously implied that these 
were new positions being added to the department. This is false. 
These are not new positions. 

These are existing positions that are currently grant funded and 
will soon require town funding to maintain. These four firefighters 
are already part of the existing nine full time employees of the 
department. With the grant funding set to expire, the town is seek-
ing an override to fund them through the town budget. The election 
question seeks to secure those funds and keep the Spencer Fire 
Department at its current staffing levels, not add brand new staff.

We apologize for any confusion or misconceptions this may have 
caused as voters prepare to head to the polls on May 12.

Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$599,900,162 Fiskdale Rd, Malinowski 

Ft, and Moore, Maureen, to Gallagher, 
Melissa A, and Gallagher, Brenda.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$360,000, 1548 Main St, Archambault, 

Joseph W, to Universal Fences Inc.
$260,000, 6 Sterling St, Deary, Trina 

E, and Deary, John A, to Mp Aquisitions 
LLC.

$240,000, 10 Conway Dr, Marcin 
Construction Inc, to Allen, James.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$960,000, 23 Shore Rd, Pellegrino, 

Robert, to Hayes, Nancy J, and Hayes, 
Philip C.

$274,900, 250 N Main St, Carlson, 
Joshua L, to Mackenzie, Anthony.

SPENCER
$325,000, 38 S Spencer Rd, Dagilis, 

Michael, to Bowen, Ryan Scott.
$282,000, 17 Bixby Rd, Hopkins, 

Maria, to Burque, Daniel M.
$85,000, 4 Gold Nugget Rd, Rjm Rt, 

and Matte, David E, to Quickly Way 
Const LLC.

WARREN
$435,000, 36 Nelson St, Seaman, 

Sheryl, to Cashman, Elaina, and 
Cashman, Alex.

$425,000, 366 Southbridge Rd, Okeefe, 
Lydia, to Lonchiadis, Christopher, and 
Lonchiadis, Jennifer.

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

Leicester Public Schools  
celebrates annual Evening with the Arts
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WEST BROOKFIELD — The West 
Brookfield Farmers Market returns on 
Wednesday, June 3 on the beautiful West 
Brookfield Common for its 16h consecu-
tive season! 

The 2026 Season market will feature 15 
vendors with a wide array of locally grown 
and made goods including 3 NEW vendors 
sure to please our customers. 

The West Brookfield Farmers Market is 
held every Wednesday afternoon from 3 
to 6 p.m. on the West Brookfield Common 
starting on June 3 through Oct. 7, rain or 
shine.  

2026 featured vendors: 

Autumn Leaf	 Mushrooms all sorts, 
eggs, microgreens, Roundtable cheese

Bucha Bros.	 Kombucha
*Dragonfly Flower Farm	

Freshly grown flowers- treat yourself
Flourish Farms	

Organic vegetable 
and herb plants, 
microgreens, tur-
meric and ginger 
root, figs in season

Grime’s Apiary	
Honey, honey sticks, 
Bee pollen, hand 
cream, whipped 
honey

*Hoffman Breads	
Artisanal breads, 

pastries
JARS	Savory pastries, premade foods, 

baking and soup mixes
Joy of Beans	 Fresh roasted coffee 

,whole bean or ground, specialty teas
Kate Bakes	 Sweet baked goods
Naultaug Farm	Maple syrup
*Nonna’s Kitchen	 Granola, grano-

la bars, herb blends for the kitchen
*Stillman Farm	Fresh produce, vegetable 

and fruits
Thompson’s Maple Farm	 I c e 

Cream, roasted maple pecans, bourbon 
aged maple syrup

Crafts:	
Chairman of the Board	 Cutting boards, 

birdhouses, garden trellis, 
B &D enterprises	 Turned wood 

products, beautiful salad forks, knives, ink 
pens

LEICESTER —  At Leicester High 
School, students in the Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) division are taking a 
meaningful step toward their future careers 
by working to earn their OSHA-10 certifi-
cation. Through a blend of self-paced mod-
ules and instructor-led training, students are 
gaining essential knowledge about work-
place safety which is an area that is critical 
across all industries.

Under the direction of electrical instruc-
tor Jeffrey Romano, the program empha-
sizes both practical understanding and 
real-world application. Romano highlight-
ed the value of the certification, noting, 
“Students understand the importance of 
safety in the workplace. They are aware 
that employers are more likely to hire 
someone with  OSHA-10 certification. To 
date, 55 CTE students  have successfully 
completed the course.”

The  OSHA-10 program is a require-
ment set by the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
ensuring that all CTE students build a 
strong foundation in workplace safety 

practices. According to Career Technical 
Vocational Program Director William May, 
this training plays a vital role in student 
preparation. “The  OSHA-10 program is 
required by the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education 
and ensures that all CTE students develop 
a strong foundation in workplace safety 
practices,” he said.

Beyond meeting state requirements, 
the certification offers students a valu-
able credential that signals to prospective 
employers their readiness to maintain safe 
and compliant work environments. This 
advantage can make a significant difference 
as students enter the workforce or pursue 
further training.

The CTE programs involved in 
the OSHA training include Culinary, Health 
Assisting, Building Property Maintenance, 
Electrical, and Early Education Care. Their 
achievement reflects both their commit-
ment and the support of dedicated CTE 
educators, including Mr Romano as well 
as Nina Ryan, Joe Richardson, Melissa 
Ledbetter, Andrew Aucoin,  James Burgess, 

Stephen Dahlgren, Meghan Grant, and 
Kathleen Bryan who have guided students 
throughout the certification process.

By prioritizing safety education and cer-
tification, Leicester High School’s CTE 
program continues to equip students with 
the knowledge, skills, and credentials need-
ed to succeed in today’s workforce, while 
ensuring they meet and exceed statewide 
educational standards.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

j j j j j j

Cristian, who goes by CJ, is a cheerful 
and affectionate young boy who brings 
joy to those around him with his frequent 
smiles and laughter. He is polite, respect-
ful, and enjoys connecting with others. 
CJ thrives during community outings—
whether it’s going to the movies, visiting 
local parks, or spending time outdoors 
when the weather is nice. CJ has a spe-
cial love for animals and enjoys sharing 
his drawings, proudly naming different 
animals and mimicking the sounds they 

make. He is creative and expressive, with interests in coloring, drawing, and 
practicing his writing skills. CJ’s favorite color is red, and he especially loves 
Spiderman. If he could choose, he’d happily eat chicken and rice every day. 
CJ shows and receives affection through high-fives and hugs, making him a 
warm and engaging child who enjoys meaningful connections with others. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/34301707102 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To 
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care.           

Cristian 
Age 12 

Registration #9325 

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Lola
Lola is an absolutely beautiful 
girl with a big personality and 
a loyal heart. She can be a 
little nervous when meeting 
new people, but with a little 
patience-and a few tasty treats 
she slowly begins to warm up.
Lola would do best in an adults-only home where she can feel 
safe and comfortable. She is very protective of her home and 
the people she loves, which makes her a loyal companion but 
also means she needs experienced owners who understand 
her boundaries.
On walks, Lola can be reactive to people, other dogs, and 
distractions, so she needs to be walked with a muzzle for 
safety. She also requires a muzzle during vet visits.
If you’re looking for a striking, loyal companion and are will-
ing to go at Lola’s pace, she could be a very special addition 
to the right home.

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

LHS students work  
toward OSHA-10 certification

West Brookfield Farmers Market  
returns for 16th season



4 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, May 8, 2026

Consider this scenario: A teacher of 
30 years and mother of three passes 
away at age 58. She leaves behind a 
modest home, a retirement account and 
cherished family heirlooms – but no 
estate plan. Her children, still grieving, 
find themselves navigating a confus-
ing probate process, disagreeing about 
when to sell the house, and considering 
who gets their grandmother’s ring.

This mom wasn’t wealthy by most 
measures, but her lack of planning 
created confusion, conflict, and uncer-
tainty at a time when her family needed 
clarity. Her story reminds us of an 
important truth: estate planning is about 
easing conflict and making sure what 
you have goes where you want it to go.

As you think about your own legacy, 
consider these myths that can lead to 
costly mistakes and unintended out-
comes.

Myth 1: Estate planning is only for 
wealthy people. The desire to make 
things easier for loved ones has nothing 
to do with net worth. Formally docu-
menting your wishes reduces the bur-
den on family members and gives you 
control. Without a plan, your state’s 
laws will decide how your estate is 
handled, and you may not like what 
those laws say.

Myth 2: Having a will is all you 
need. While a will is important, it only 
takes effect after death. That means 
it offers no protection if you become 
incapacitated and cannot make deci-
sions for yourself. It does, however, 
allow you to name legal guardians for 
dependent children.

The foundation of most estate plans 
includes a will (which directs asset 
distribution), a financial power of attor-
ney (for financial decisions),a health 
care power of attorney (for medical 
decisions), and a medical directive (to 
share your end of life wishes). While 
not everyone needs a trust, there are 
several that allow you to make special 
provisions, such as for minor chil-
dren, a special needs family member or 
even a cherished pet. Consulting with a 
financial advisor and an estate planning 
attorney can help determine the right 
combination based on your situation.

Myth 3: Equal distribution is always 
fair. It’s likely that the individuals in 
your estate plan, especially if they are 
adult children, have different family 
and financial situations. You may have 
one child who’s extremely successful 
financially while another is struggling. 
Or you may have assets, such as a 
house or ownership of a family busi-
ness, that are more suitable for one 
beneficiary than another. It’s important 
to consider any unique circumstances 
as you develop your estate plan.

Myth 4: I can set it and forget it. 
You’ll want to review your estate plan 
every few years or when a major life 
event occurs. Life is full of changes, 
such as marriages, divorces, new chil-
dren and relocations, and they will like-
ly impact your goals. Reviewing your 
plan helps keep everything aligned with 
your wishes and serves as a reminder to 
keep your beneficiaries on all your 
assets up to date.

Ultimately, estate planning is about 
helping ensure your voice is heard and 
your loved ones cared for, no matter 
what the future holds.

 
This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or  trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Edward Jones, its employees, and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult 
your attorney or qualified tax advisor 
regarding your situation.
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To the Editor:
The annual Spencer Post Office food drive 

is Saturday, May 9. All the food collected is 
donated to Mary Queen of the Rosary Parish 
Food Pantry, feeding residents in need in the 
Spencer and East Brookfield area. Last year, 
the pantry fed over 11,000 local residents. 

The Post Office is a huge help, and all 
donations are greatly appreciated. Last year 
the post office collected over two thousand 
pounds of food. Unfortunately, we had to 

dispose of almost four hundred pounds of 
outdated food. 

Please consider donating to the Post 
Office food drive, but please, if you are 
going through your cabinets, check the 
dates. We are always in need of cereals 
and snacks for children. Canned soups are 
always a good choice as well. Thank you in 
advance for supporting folks in need. 

Bruce Terry
Spencer

To the Editor:
Again, I state opinions are not facts or 

truths. New Leader K+K, same two believe 
that Democratic equality are fair laws, but 
God’s laws are fair and just. Loyal and 
true law abiding citizens are an asset to our 
nation and adhering to God’s laws brings 
blessings, not curses. Bigoted - People with 
hatred and intolerance toward Christians 
and Jews. We are not second class citizens. 

Kevin, my patriotic citizen, research this 
list and see the truths:

1. Who made a burden to our agents who 
protect our borders?

2. What president gave away the Panama 
Canal for $1?

3. What president gave billions of dollars 
to Iranians and opened borders?

4. Who took the Ten Commandments out 
of our courthouses?

5. What president opened the border after 
Obama?

6. Pope Francis, on Feb. 6, 2023, stat-
ed officially in the Telegram & Gazette 
denouncing anti-gay laws (Leviticus 18:22; 
20:13; Ephesians 5:1-7).

In closing, we must get ready to meet our 
maker. Repent and live blameless to

enter his kingdom (Revelations 18:4-5).
A Brother in Christ,

Denis Leo
Spencer

My two cents once more

Editorial

To the Editor:
Is anyone else tired of hearing that the 

President does not take his half million 
dollar salary, while the GBO would never 
release the actual figures of the over $200 
million his golf trips alone cost us? His 
“free” plane is undergoing a half billion 
dollar refurbishment of a 12 year old flying 
palace for his personal use as a “library” 
item. They are now asking us to pay for 
the “free” ballroom, that would be near the 
untouched White House. He is proposing 
building an Arch de Trump, because putting 
his name and picture of everything federal, 
including the Kennedy Center, DOJ, and 
even on our passports, while signing our 
currency. This legend in his own mind, is a 
total embarrassment to our entire country.

He is monetizing his office, by using 
Marine #1 and a presidential  podium to 
put on a dinner for foreign investors in his 
$1.5 billion crypto grift. Contracts for mil-
itary and ICE detention centers are being 
awarded to family or largest donors.  Even 
the 150 billion he seeks for the military, is 
largely to replace the massive and highly 
expensive aircraft and equipment destroyed 
in the middle eastern war we claim to have 
already won.  If the press still had pentagon 
access, they would tell you that two thirds 
of Iran’s airf orce and navy is intact, and we 
are nowhere near a win or an end.

Having “transferred women to elsewhere 
on our payroll,” his personal lawyer is 
jumping right int using our funding to attack 
his political enemies.  Since they never win 
these frivolous cases, the object is getting 
enemies to rack up massive legal expenses, 
while we pay his.

The whataboutism birds are still pushing 

that Obama and Biden caused our problems, 
and that the guy who is in the Whitehouse, 
controls the supreme court and both houses 
of congress, is actually the victim.   The 
“Art of the Deal” is making deals, then not 
keeping them.  Tired of winning? Justifying 
the lies and excuses he keeps pitching?  
Accepting the lengths he will go to in order 
to avoid you hearing the details of the FBI 
interview of a 13 year old Trump/Epstein 
survivor?

The pictures of the Hilton shooter in the 
Israeli uniform, came down quickly, but 
Trump did not enjoy having the man’s rea-
sons read back to him on 60 minutes, so, as 
usual, he attacked the reader. As an aside, 
his ballroom would be a quarter of the size 
the event requires.   If his thought was to 
expand to the size required, it would make 
the Whitehouse its garden shed.

We are being visited by the King of 
England. His address to congress was 
roundly cheered both sides of the aisle, 
despite containing references to checks and 
balances, NATO and Ukraine support and 
environmental concerns and holding to eth-
ical behavior. After Trump lost the hand 
squeeze competition, made crazy comments 
about his mom having a crush on Charles 
(two years younger than him), he then held 
private conversations   which, as usual, he 
revealed.

We are already at a spending level that 
my great grandchildren will be paying, but 
letting a guy whose penchant for overspend-
ing has caused so many bankruptcies, have 
access to deficit spending, is just foolish.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

To the Editor: 
I am writing to inform the Spencer vot-

ers that I am not seeking re-election to the 
Board of Selectmen at the May 12 Annual 
Town Election. However, I am a candidate 
for Spencer Town Moderator. If elected, 
this will allow me more time to spend with 
my family.   Being Town Moderator would 
utilize my many years of experience in town 
government to the benefit of the town.  

I have served 15 years as both a Selectman 
and a member of the Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District Committee, as well 
as many years on numerous appointed town 
committees.   In addition to running the 
Annual and any Special Town Meetings, 
the Town Moderator appoints the members 
of the Finance Committee. As a seasoned 
central office school administrator, I hired or 
supervised the hiring of hundreds of employ-
ees including teachers and administrators.  
This experience will serve the town well in 
choosing well-qualified Finance Committee 
members. I am a proud graduate of DPHS. 

I also have a B.A. from North Adams State 
College, now the Massachusetts College of 

Liberal Arts, a M.Ed. from Worcester State 
University, and a Doctorate in Education 
from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. I attended well over a hundred 
town meetings, including Spencer Town 
Meetings, which I have rarely missed since 
I was old enough to vote.   As a central 
office administrator, Director of Special 
Education or Superintendent of Schools, 
I attended town meetings in Ashburnham, 
Athol, Auburn, East Brookfield, Spencer 
and Westminster.  I understand the workings 
of a town meeting and the importance of 
impartiality as being a mandatory require-
ment for the Town Moderator.  

On a personal note, I am a homeown-
er with my wife Christine “Tina” Hicks. 
Residing in Spencer, we raised our two 
children and two grandchildren, following 
the death of our son from cancer. We are 
taxpaying homeowners who enjoy living in 
Spencer during our retirement.

I would appreciate your consideration and 
your vote on Tuesday, May 12.

Ralph E. Hicks
Spencer

To the Editor:
Remember to vote Tuesday, May 12 at the 

local Annual Town Election in Spencer, 7 
a.m. – 7 p.m.  Local elections allow for bud-
get control, and only you can be a steward 
of your budget!

Funding of emergency responders and 
education should be funded as annual budget 
items, not as overrides! 

Proposition 2 ½ limits municipal govern-
ments to a 2.5% increase in assessed prop-

erty taxes each year!  Tax 
overrides limit your freedom by limiting 
your income!

Energy costs, housing costs and fuel costs 
are out of control in Massachusetts!

Don’t be bullied by scare tactics and 
shame tactics!  Say no to overrides now!

Question #1---Vote No.
Question #2—Vote No.

Jen Gaucher
Spencer
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Help us support those in need

Grifting

I would appreciate your vote for Moderator

Leicester’s investment in skilled trades 
is an investment in its future

There are moments in a community when 
progress is not only visible, but measur-
able. The recent announcement of a $3 
million state grant to support new HVACR 
and plumbing programs at Leicester High 
School is one of those moments.

In just a few short years, Leicester Public 
Schools have moved from having no career 
technical education offerings to building a 
program that is now being recognized at the 
state level. Being one of only 28 schools in 
Massachusetts selected for this grant is not 
an accident. It reflects careful planning, 
persistent leadership, and a willingness to 
rethink what a high school education can 
and should include.

For many families, the conversation 
around education has shifted. College 
remains an important path, but it is no 
longer the only one. Students are looking 
for options that lead directly to stable, 
well-paying careers. Employers across the 
region are looking for skilled workers. 
Programs like HVACR and plumbing sit 
squarely at the intersection of those needs.

This is where Leicester’s approach stands 
out. Rather than treating career technical 
education as an alternative, it is being 
treated as an equal and essential part of the 
school’s mission. That distinction matters. 
It sends a message to students that pursuing 
a trade is not a fallback, but a forward-look-
ing choice.

State leaders have made it clear that 
demand for these programs continues to 
grow. The challenge has been capacity. 
Too often, students interested in trades 
are placed on waiting lists or must leave 
their home districts to access training. By 
expanding its own offerings, Leicester 
is not only serving its students, but also 
strengthening the local workforce pipeline.

That has real implications beyond the 
classroom. Skilled trades are the back-
bone of any community. From maintaining 
homes and businesses to supporting infra-
structure, these professions are always in 
demand. Investing in training at the high 
school level helps ensure that those needs 
can be met locally.

There is also something to be said for 
the pace of progress. Just four years ago, 
Leicester High School had no career techni-
cal programs. Today, it has multiple Chapter 
74 programs, Innovation Pathways, and 
now the funding to expand even further. 
That kind of growth does not happen with-
out a clear vision and a team willing to 
follow through.

At the same time, the message from 
school leaders has been grounded and real-
istic. The grant is not the finish line. It is the 
starting point. New programs require facil-
ities, equipment, curriculum development, 
and, most importantly, strong partnerships 
with industry professionals.

The call for volunteers to serve on 
Professional Advisory Councils is an 
important step. These programs work best 
when they are closely aligned with real-
world expectations. Local tradespeople 
have an opportunity to shape the next gen-
eration of workers, ensuring that students 
graduate with skills that are both relevant 
and in demand.

There is also a broader lesson here about 
what can be accomplished when a commu-
nity supports its schools. Grants like this 
are competitive. They require strong appli-
cations, collaboration, and a track record of 
commitment. Leicester has demonstrated 
all three.

As these programs take shape, the ben-
efits will extend well beyond the students 
who enroll in them. Families will see new 
opportunities. Local businesses will gain 
access to a skilled workforce. The town 
itself will be better positioned for long-term 
economic stability.

It is easy to talk about preparing students 
for the future. It is harder to take concrete 
steps to make that preparation meaningful. 
Leicester has done that, and the results are 
beginning to show.

The real work, as school leaders have 
said, is still ahead. But for now, this is a 
moment worth recognizing. Not as a con-
clusion, but as a sign that the right foun-
dation is being built for the years to come.

Say no to overrides
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There’s a certain 
quiet to a Sunday 
morning in May that 
feels different from 
the rest of the year. 
Maybe it’s the way 
the light comes in 
softer, or the way 
people seem to 
move a little slower, 
a little more thoughtfully. 
Or maybe it’s just that we 
all know what the day is, 
even before we say it out 
loud.

Mother’s Day has a way 
of doing that. It doesn’t 
need much announcement. 
It settles in gently, like a 
familiar song you haven’t 
heard in a while but still 
remember every word to.

I was thinking the other 
day about how we tend to 
mark time in our lives. We 
remember the big things, of 
course, the graduations, the 
weddings, the first jobs. But 
when you really sit with 
it, it’s often the smaller, 

quieter moments 
that come back 
the clearest. And 
more often than 
not, there’s a 
mother some-
where in the 
middle of those 
memories.

Not always in 
the foreground, mind you. 
Sometimes she’s just off to 
the side, making sure every-
thing is running the way 
it should. Packing lunches, 
folding laundry, reminding 
someone about an appoint-
ment, or standing in a door-
way watching the whole 
thing unfold.

It’s funny how much of 
that work goes unnoticed at 
the time. Not unappreciat-
ed, exactly, just… assumed. 
Like the sun coming up 
in the morning. You don’t 
always stop to think about 
it because it’s always been 
there.

I can remember, years 

ago, coming home after a 
long day, the kind where 
nothing seems to go quite 
right. You’re tired, maybe 
a little irritated with the 
world, and not particularly 
good company. And there 
she is, asking how your day 
went, as if she’s got all the 
time in the world to listen to 
the answer.

And she means it. That’s 
the part that sticks with you.

There’s a steadiness to 
mothers that’s hard to put 
into words. Not all of them 
are the same, of course. 
Some are quiet, some are 
talkative, some are firm, 
some are gentle. But there’s 
usually a thread that runs 
through all of them, a kind 
of quiet determination to 
make things better for the 
people they care about.

You don’t always see it 
when you’re young. In fact, 
I’d say most of us miss it 
entirely at the time. We’re 
too busy growing up, fig-

uring things out, making 
our own mistakes. It’s only 
later, when life has had a 
chance to knock a few cor-
ners off us, that we start to 
understand what was really 
going on.

I’ve come to believe that 
a lot of what we carry with 
us into adulthood, the good 
habits, the sense of right 
and wrong, the way we 
treat other people, has roots 
that go back to those early 
days. To kitchens and living 
rooms and car rides where 
lessons were taught without 
ever feeling like lessons.

And if you’re lucky, 
those roots hold firm.

Mother’s Day, for all 
the cards and flowers and 
phone calls, isn’t really 
about any of that, at least 
not entirely. Those things 
are nice, and they matter, 
but they’re more like sym-
bols than anything else. 
What the day really does is 
give us a reason to pause.

To notice.
To think about the people 

who shaped us in ways we 
didn’t always recognize at 
the time. To pick up the 
phone if we can. To say 
thank you, even if it feels a 
little overdue.

And for those who can’t 
make that call anymore, it’s 
a day to remember. To sit 
with those memories and 
let them come as they are, 
sometimes warm, some-
times a little bittersweet.

I don’t think there’s a right 
way to spend the day. Some 
folks gather with big fam-
ily dinners, full tables and 
loud conversations. Others 
keep it quiet, maybe a visit, 
maybe a walk, maybe just a 
moment to themselves.

But however it’s spent, 
there’s something steady 
about it. Something that 
reminds us that no matter 
how much the world chang-
es, some things remain con-
stant.

The care. The patience. 
The way someone showed 
up, day after day, whether 
we noticed or not.

You don’t need a grand 
gesture to recognize that. 
Sometimes it’s enough just 
to stop, look around, and 
understand, maybe a little 
better than we did before, 
what was given to us along 
the way.

And if you happen to find 
yourself on Main Street this 
weekend, passing by the 
shops and the familiar faces, 
you might notice something 
else too. A few more peo-
ple carrying flowers. A few 
more smiles exchanged. A 
few more quiet moments 
tucked into an otherwise 
ordinary day.

That’s Mother’s Day, 
I suppose. Not loud, not 
showy. Just present, the 
way it’s always been.

And if you ask me, that 
feels about right.

To the Editor:
Every week, I read the “VIewpoint” sec-

tion of the Spencer New Leader, and every 
week, I wonder why there aren’t more peo-
ple writing with differences of opinion. I’ve 
finally figured it out. 

Although I give credit to the New Leader 
for including all opinions, you can be sure 
that if you dare to give an opinion remote-
ly different from left leaning, you will 
be called out and probably insulted. The 
venom is real. I will give a case in point. 

A few weeks ago, someone wrote an 
article, “My Two Cents.” Whether she was 
right or wrong, she was entitled to her opin-
ion. Everyone is entitled to an opinion or a 
rebuttal, but not to following comments… 
“Your two cents are worth 00” or “It is only 
good

for the round file.” This is only one case 
but the lack of courtesy towards others’ 

opinions has become unnecessary and rude.
To those of you that have alternate opin-

ions, don’t be discouraged. Yes, the country 
is a mess, and there’s plenty to complain 
about. However, the weekly tirades and 
hate fail to offer any help to fix the situ-
ation. But then, again, fact or fiction, It’s 
their “opinion.” Truthfully, I doubt that 
there’s not more than a handful of people 
who get through

the first few lines of hate weekly.
If you have something to say, say it. 

It’s “your opinion.” There are plenty of 
folks that will respect that opinion, right or 
wrong, and won’t throw you under a bus.

So yes, next week, you’ll probably see 
an article complaining about me. Save it. I 
don’t care!

Sylvia Little
Spencer

To the Editor:
Many of our neighbors are feeling 

the strain of inflation right now, and we 
understand how difficult these rising costs 
have been for families across Spencer. 
Unfortunately, our school district is fac-
ing similar pressures. Insurance, utilities, 
and basic operational expenses have all 
increased in ways we simply cannot avoid.

In response, the district has spent months 
working through these challenges in a 
thoughtful and collaborative way. Multiple 
workshops were held, and the decisions 
that followed were not easy ones. To date, 
the district has already reduced 12 positions 
and cut over $1 million from the budget. 
These reductions are not projections, unfor-
tunately, they have already happened.

At this point, 

the contribution requested from the town 
is what allows us to preserve the resourc-
es that remain. These are tough times for 
everyone, but maintaining a stable school 
system is an investment in our students, our 
community, and our home values. 

We encourage residents to participate 
in the Annual Town Election on May 12. 
Voters will also see a question related to 
supporting the Fire Department and pre-
serving public safety. These requests are not 
made lightly, and each reflects real needs 
within our community.  

Thank you for taking the time to stay 
informed and engaged. Decisions like these 
shape the future of Spencer, and every voice 
matters.

Jason and Amanda Monette
Spencer

To the Editor:
On Nov. 7 of 2025, the citizens of 

Spencer voted at the pols with a resounding 
“No” vote to the overrides due to the added 
burden being placed upon the people. Six 
months later, they have reshuffled the lan-
guage and are trying to push them through 
again. On this Tuesday, you need to get up 
and let your voices be heard again.

‘Taxachusetts’ is a name well earned. 
In a state that has been so heavily 
Gerrymandered to effectively render it a 
one-party state. Hardworking citizens are 
taxed to the hilt. We have a State Income 
Tax, Paid Family Leave Tax, Paid Medical 
Leave Tax, Excise Tax, Sales Tax, Meals 
Tax, Energy Taxes on your Electric Bill, 
and Local Property Taxes. 

So, what do you, as a citizen, get for 
these taxes? Well, we tried to see where the 
money is being spent, but Queen Healy and 
her Democrat cabal refuse to implement 
the voters approved audit. They effectively 
just give citizens the middle finger with 
impunity. They view taxpaying citizens as 
serfs and peasants. The Democrats, which 
many of our selectmen and administrators 
are, refuse to challenge Queen Healy and 
her court. They are afraid to upset their pen-
sions and scraps given to them. It’s much 
easier to tax the peasants and if they give 
to much trouble throw them off their land. 

We work hard to buy our homes to 
improve ours and our children’s lives. 
These are our banks for retirements and 
our nests for our children. Those who tax 
you would have no sympathy if you lose 
your family homes due to their property 
tax levies. The state has taken in record tax 
revenues.  Enough to increase local aid. In 
fact, so much has been taken in they could 
build new schools in all our towns. We all 
know where this money is going. It is being 

funneled by Healy and the Dems to fund 
freebies for the illegals. Free housing, free 
medical, free college tuitions. It’s obvious 
why they won’t let the audit be done! They 
cannot expose the fraud. Healy and the 
Dems are force feeding the illegals into 
our towns under the MBTA housing law. 
Requiring towns to build low-income hous-
ing projects under the guise of affordabil-
ity.  This added population puts immense 
strain on our schools, fire depts, and police 
depts.  Do Healy and the Dems in Boston 
send more local aid into out towns to pay 
for these? Of course not. It is their plan to 
have the locals politicians push 2 1/2 tax 
overrides as the source. So in effect taking 
money out of your home budgets to fund 
their changes in our towns. You see over-
rides being done in all towns around us. 

So, citizens of Spencer, here are your two 
choices.

 If you feel that you have been taxed 
enough and expect fiscal restraint and 
accountability, then vote no on the over-
rides. Show the politicians we will not pay 
one cent more until the state audit we voted 
for is done. I suggest you also vote for 
Gaucher for selectwoman as she seems to 
want to limit further taxation.

If you feel that you want additional tax-
ation and are willing to pay for 2 1/2 over-
rides every year, then vote yes. No doubt, 
you will vote for Hicks, who is a former 
school employee. His pension and health 
care benefit increases are more important 
than fiscal restraint.

Voting is Tuesday, May 12 from 7 a.m. 
to 7 pm. You can also vote early at town 
hall. Get out the vote and let your voices 
be heard.

Mark Robillard
Spencer

To the Editor:

Last Thursday morning, to spend time 
with friends in Portland, Maine,  I was out 
on the road early. First, from Spencer, I 
drove through Rochdale and onto Auburn. 
Allong the way, I saw yellow school buses 
and people on their way to work. Then on 
interstate highways, I smoothly travelled 
through busy Worcester and around dynam-
ic Boston, arriving in bustling Portland 
about two hours later. 

What struck me is how well the school 
buses, the cities and towns “worked,” and  
America “works.” We are not without prob-
lems and challenges, but over long, long 
years, our government and public servants, 
our economy and workers and most of all, 
our rules based 250 year old democracy 
have moved us in a good direction.

I have also had the privilege of work-
ing and travelling on the ground in North 
and South America, Europe, Africa, Asia 
and Australasia. So I can tell you that by 
and large, we were, until recently, mostly 
admired and respected. This admiration 
came not just from not just our power and 
achievements. It also came because  of 
our messy but largely successful respected 
rules, constitutional  democracy and free 
and fair elections. 

Many of the countries I got to know had 
rulers and small groups that held power, and 
did whatever they wanted to do – without 
the Constitution and  democratic checks 
and balances we Americans have so long 
enjoyed. 

That kind of rule, to a significant degree 
now seems to happen in our United States.

In 2018, Two American students  of 
democracy Ziblatt and Levitsky,  after 
a year of our country under Trump and 
his MAGA allies, wrote a book “How 
Democracies Die.”

In it, they described how Trump and 
his allies had already begun to break our 
democracy, by, for instance:

Ignoring court rulings and packing the 

courts with judges loyal not 
to the Constitution but to Trump

Pushing out Republican politicians not 
personally loyal to Trump  

ignoring or worse the rules of democracy 
like respecting election results and 

personally attacking other politicians and 
government officials.

Ziblatt and Levitsky then, in 2018, went 
on to show how Trump violated our democ-
racy’s ways of good governance by, for 
example, by running businesses and for 
profit schemes while president, saying free 
and fair elections were “rigged,” personally 
and viciously attacking rivals and the media 
and constantly lying, lying and lying some 
more.   

So since then, has anything changed? The 
answer is that in his second term Trump 
has become far, far worse. Not only has he 
gutted our public service and government 
departments, he has used  government to 
provide billions to himself, friends and fam-
ily,  severely damaged our economy and  
institutions, , made global warming worse 
and affordability more and more difficult  – 
the list goes on and on. 

Now we have with Iran, Trump’s person-
al “War of Choice” that our country cannot 
win. Not only that but a massively expen-
sive one that damages the economy, turns 
allies into enemies, (while making  Russia 
and China far stronger). It loses our most 
important resource — the admiration of and 
willingness - with consultation – of most of  
the world  to follow. 

Turning America around from the Trumps 
ongoing chaos, disaster and destruction will 
not come easy. However,  we can begin by 
making every effort to have the 2026 elec-
tion results be free and fair and take away 
the the Trump  majority in both the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

If nothing else, we owe it not only to our 
friends, but our children and grandchildren.   

Kevin Kane
Spencer

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

The quiet way our mothers shape us

Common courtesy It “happens” here 

A stable school system is an investment  
in our community

Vote Tuesday on the overrides!
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www.StonebridgePress.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 5/4/26 was $4.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

MAY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Bacon 
 Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Ham and cheese 
Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

SPENCER —  David 
Prouty High School’s 
Annual Art Show Opening 
Reception will be held on 
Wednesday, May 6  from 
4:00-6:30 p.m. at the 
Richard Sugden Library, 
Spencer. The show will be 
up from May 6 to May 21.  
All ages are invited to join 
us and celebrate our talent-
ed teens.

Share Your Tattoo Story 
at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer, on 
Monday, May 11 from 
6:00-7:00 pm. Every tat-
too has a story and we’d 
love to hear yours.   Come 
share your tattoo story, or 
just come and listen at this 
informal gathering.

Book Discussion with the 
author, Mary Anne Kalonas 
Slack will be held Tuesday, 
May 12 from 11 a.m.–noon. 
The discussion will be held 
at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer, and via 
Zoom. Sign up for the 
Zoom link at www.spencer-
publiclibrary.org/adults. 

Henna Party for all ages 
will be held Monday, May 
18 from 5 - 7 p.m.   Join 
us at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer, and get 
your tattoos! Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Mel Allen, Retired 
Yankee Magazine Editor, 
speaks about New England 
stories and pictures that 
connect us all.   Adults and 

Teens are invited to  the 
Richard Sugden Library 
Monday, June 1 to  join 
us for this inspiring pro-
gram.    The presentation 
will be held from 6-7:30 
p.m.    “Mel Allen brought 
New England to life in a 
way that made us all proud 
to call it home.   His sto-
ries connected us to each 
other — and to the spirit 

of this place we love.   Our 
Duxbury audience of 80+ 
people responded with a 
standing ovation.” (Brooke 
McDonough, Media 
Manager, Duxbury (MA) 
Senior Center) Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Crafting with Diane: 
Witch Hats. Design fancy 
witch hats for next week’s 
visit of the Southern New 

England Dancing Witches. 
Space is limited. Call (508) 
885-7513, ext. 1 or visit the 
library to sign up. This fun 
craft is for all ages and free. 
This program is funded in 
part by a grant from the 
Spencer Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Dancing Witches at 
Powder Mill Park on 
Saturday, June 6 (rain date 
Sunday, June 7) from 1 -2 
p.m.   The Southern New 
England Dancing Witches 
is a dance troupe from 
CT. They are entertaining 
for all ages.   Bring witch 
hats made at Crafting with 
Diane, or one from your 

own collection.   Costumes 
are encouraged! All ages 
are invited.   This program 
is funded in part by a grant 
from the Spencer Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by Mass 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

 
Richard Sugden Library 

Ongoing Adult Programs
Monday Group: Spencer 

History Chats from 10:30-
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday: Pause 
Meditation from 9-10 a.m.

Tuesday: Crochet from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. All levels.

Wednesday: Knit with Us 
from 3-4 pm.

Leicester High 
School announces 

honor roll
LEICESTER — Leicester High School has released its 

honor roll for the third quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors
12th Grade: Kate Barbato, Eryn Berkstresser, Jacob 

Cosper, Brandon Escobar, John Gahagan, Natalia Kallio, 
Christopher Moffat, Zoe Morales, Bethany Parke, Nola 
Perry, Alicea Santos

11th Grade: Mary Van Hazinga, Sabrina Wright
10th Grade: Muhammad Arslan, Kennedy Bates, Emma 

Bernabei, Brady Bouchard, Haylee Kularski, Brock Lopez, 
Alena Martinkova, Julianna McCormick, Trinity Medeiros, 
Charlotte Mercer, Ryan Sweeney, Jayke Williams

9th Grade: Diana Kitchen, Rocco Lauder, Tighe Lauder, 
Nick Nguyen, William Toomey,, Hunter Wright

Honors
12th Grade: Tomas Acero, Lenny Angua-Mante, Isabella 

Beyers, Avery Bullock, Sophia Comeau, Albinson Cruz 
Almonte, Devonique Edwards, Jasmine Fuller, Shane 
Garrahie, Jordan Giggey, Eliannie Guzman Bueno, Emily 
Hunt, Savannah Lumb, Hannah Martin, Alexis Mercier, 
Kassidy Poce, Connor Reynolds, Lucas Souza Sampaio, 
Bailey Schneider, Johanna Torres, Justin Trainor, Nicole 
Tuson

11th Grade: Jacob Beaulac, Inal Bouzid, Jenna Bush, 
Taylor Gallant, Ty Gully, Jeremy Ledbetter, Arianna 
Lemerise, Valerie Maynard, Joshua McCormick, Kaidyn 
McDowell, Nayeli Merino Canas, Arunas Orloff, Gianna 
Panepinto, Jillian Rodrique, Phuc Hoai Truong, Camron 
Wells, Samphina Zinnah

10th Grade: Matthew Alves, Rory Barrett, Andrew 
Boucher, Jude Campbell, Zachary Couture, Allison Gagne, 
Hailey Knott, Joseph Kulla, Kaylee Luby, Michael Lupien, 
Matthew Magoun, Josiah McDonald, Max Milionis, Maia 
Mitchell, Trevor Moorghen, Brandon Nguyen, Katherine 
Ozarowski, Alivia Perry, Maryangelie Rivas, Paula Roberts, 
Muhammad Saqlain, Desmond Strom, Shane Stuart, 
Jameson Wood

9th Grade: Camden Beaudry, Elijah Belisle, Ella Cassidy, 
John Derrick, Brody Dufries, Javier Flores, Liam Gentile, 
Matthew Gudiel Archila,Benjamin Hagglund, James Karas, 
Callie Ladner, Papayaw Larbi, Brody Mateiko, Kingston 
Nguyen, Jaedyn Perry, Thinh Pham, Ella Rowden, Zenah 
Stagg, Aidan Thebodo, Robert Zinkevich

Leicester Middle 
School announces 

honor roll
LEICESTER — Leicester Middle School has released its 

honor roll for the third quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors
8th Grade: Dianexiz Acevedo-Ortiz, Beverly Ampaw, 

Maxwell Belizaire, Justin Cai, Olivia Cardona, Avery Cole, 
Mila Cortes, Adalynn Grant, Shelby Grant, Haidi Hadi, 
Christopher Harrington, Fiona Liebman, Ayla Lis, Cadence 
Medeiros, Emma Mercier, Nana Obeng, Hailey Rooney, 
Lily Schrader, Joseph Ukoh

7th Grade: Juliette Bellisario, Aubrey Bullock, Brooklyn 
Bullock, Victoria Cardona, Sophia Collins, Anna Derrick, 
Larissa LaFlamme, Olivia Maki, Jackson McKenzie, 
Shaylie Moore, Lucas Tang

6th Grade: Vivienne Belizaire, Leah Cunningham, 
Kathryn Kerrissey, Noah Loosemore, Benjamin Machado, 
Tylor Moorghen, Layla Mullins, Anna Nguyen, Richard 
Spratt, Tristan Walsh, Finian Wood

5th Grade: Ava Cunningham, Gabriella Dillon, Madeline 
Jiang, Victor Garcia, Phuc Khang Tran Ly 

Honors
8th Grade: Shayla Benson, Trey Blais, James Boudreau, 

Landon Bullock, Gavin Ford, Isabella Jasgur, Ava Johnston, 
Tyler Kularski, Aaliyah Layne, Sadie Lenahan, Reagan 
Lyon, Hunter Martin, Owen Murphy, Sophia Muzzy, 
Grace Ngima, Sonya Potvin, David Sanborn, Jacob Soucie, 
Anthony Sullivan, Jackson Trainor, Aiden Valinski, Amy 
Van Hazinga, Gianna Wooden 

7th Grade: Mackenzie Beaulac, Daniel Ciciliane, Logan 
Curren, Arizona Fleming, Rylee Garrahie, Jayden Gleason, 
Raegan Higgins, Damon Kobel, Alivia Larson, Camille 
LeBlanc, Andrew Lemerise, Stacy Morrobel Dominguez, 
Illaan Narcisse, Dominic Oldham, Ian Pennycook, Isabella 
Rivera, Hugo Salas, Isabella Sirianni, Kason Ward    

6th Grade: Maxwell Alade, Cole Azier, Skylar Backstrom, 
Kaydence Beamenderfer, Nolan Beaudry, Summer Blais, 
Ohemaa Boamah, Giuliana Escobar, Draven Fernandes, 
Calvin Fryer, Owen Giddix, Hunter Hayes, Sophia Heguys, 
Adhuresa Latifi, Luke LeBlanc, Olivia Mason, Jackson 
McCauley, Benjamin Miller, Addison Murphy, Chris 
Njoroge, Hafsa Oubih, Ved Patel, Blake Potvin, Kaylin 
Roberson, Emilianna Rodriguez, Autumn Schimke, Helena 
Senko, Rayden Singharaj, Keira Soucie, Branden Ukpong, 
Enzo Valente Senna, Madison Westberg, Dylan Williams, 
Julian Wooden 

5th Grade: Mallory Brunell, Han Bui, Aubrielle Camacho, 
Kinsley Champagne, Danielys Ciciliane, Ainslee Colby, 
Aubrey Colby, Myles Derrick, Jurell Evans, Declan Friend, 
Cristian Guzman, Madison Hoekstra, Avery Jackson, Panjri 
Joshi, Olivia Jyringi, Liam Le, Jacob Lovejoy, Olivia 
Lynch, Colin McGowan, Lila Meloche, Jada Moore, Allison 
Muzzy, Brock Patterson, Emmett Plante, Aksel Raymond, 
Audrey Sanborn, Mason Settle, Michael Siwale, Myla 
Snow, Joshua Soucie, Ryan Soucy, Jacob Varney, Alexander 
Walsh, Brynn Wayman, Emmett Younger, Arham Zahid, 
Wyatt Zwirblia

Richard Sugden Library announces upcoming events

Leicester Garden Club 
hosting program on 

soil health and  
no-till gardening

	
LEICESTER — The Leicester Garden Club will meet on 

Wednesday, May 13, at 7 p.m. at the Leicester Senior Center. 
The featured speaker will be Ruben Parrilla, Education and 
Technical Assistance Director for the Massachusetts chapter 
of the Northeast Organic Farmers Association, who will 
present a program on Soil Health and No-Till Gardening.   
All interested gardeners and farmers are welcome to attend.

	 Healthy soil is the foundation of productive gar-
dens and resilient farms. In this one-hour talk, Ruben will 
explore how to grow healthier plants by working with the 
soil rather than disturbing it. He will begin with the  three 
pillars of soil health—physical, chemical, and biologi-
cal—and how they interact to support plant growth. From 
there, he will introduce the concept of no-till gardening and 
farming, a management approach that minimizes soil distur-
bance to protect soil structure, retain moisture, and support 
beneficial soil life.  Participants will gain a balanced under-
standing of the benefits and limitations of no-till systems, 
including when it works well and where challenges may 
arise in real-world settings.

	 The session will also cover simple, field-friendly 
tools and observations  you can use to evaluate your soil, 
including: soil structure and aggregation, compaction and 
root penetration, water infiltration and drainage, and biolog-
ical indicators like earthworms and visible organic matter.

Whether you’re managing a backyard garden or a work-
ing farm, this talk will provide  practical strategies and 
decision-making tools to help you improve soil health over 
time—without relying on intensive tillage.

	 Ruben Parrilla  is the Education Director and 
Soil Technical Coordinator at NOFA/Mass and founder of 
Microbe Quest LLC. With more than 15 years of experience 
in environmental laboratory work and soil analysis, Ruben 
specializes in helping farmers and gardeners understand 
and manage soil as a living system.  He provides hands-on 
training in soil health, microscopy, and practical field and 
low-disturbance practices. Ruben is known for translating 
complex soil science into clear, actionable strategies that 
can be applied in both backyard gardens and working farms.
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Brookfield-based painter 
and photographer’s work 

on display at  
Ruth Wells Center

SOUTHBRIDGE —  A new spring exhibit celebrating color, renewal, and creative 
expression will open this month at the Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, featuring recent work 
by local painter and photographer Laura Cenedella.

Titled  “April Showers Bring May Flowers,”  the show will run from May 9 through 
May 24, with an opening reception scheduled for Saturday, May 9, from noon to 4 p.m. 
Admission to both the reception and the exhibit is free.

Cenedella, a Brookfield-based artist, brings a wide-ranging body of work that reflects 
her background in both painting and photography. Working across oil, acrylic, watercolor, 
and pastel, she has built a reputation for vibrant, expressive pieces as well as commissioned 
works including murals and pet portraits. Her photography has also gained recognition, 
most recently appearing in the Small Stones 2026 Art Catalog.

Her artistic path began in high school and has evolved into a largely self-directed 
practice. Over the years, her work has earned awards from organizations such as the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, the Blackstone Valley Art Association, and the Massasoit 
Art Guild. She remains active in the regional arts community, serving as a board member 
of the Blackstone Valley Art Association 
and maintaining memberships with several 
arts organizations.

Cenedella’s work has been displayed in 
venues across Massachusetts, including 
libraries and the Worcester Art Museum, 
and she continues to expand her reach 
through both in-person exhibitions and an 
online following built through videos docu-
menting her creative process.

In addition to her studio work, Cenedella 
has been involved in community out-
reach, leading art workshops in partnership 
with Open Sky Community Services in 
Whitinsville and teaching through adult 
education programs, including at Bay Path 
Technical High School. She has also partic-
ipated in recent local exhibits at the Jacob 
Edwards Library in Southbridge and the 
Charlton Public Library.

The upcoming 
show marks her lat-
est solo exhibition 
and continues her 
focus on making art 
accessible within the 
community.

The opening 
reception will also 
feature live music 
by George Hamilton 
Smith, who will per-
form jazz standards 
on the gallery’s 
grand piano.

The gallery will be 
open weekends from 
noon to 4 p.m., with 
weekday and eve-
ning visits available 
by appointment. To 
schedule a viewing, 
visitors may con-
tact  ruthwellsart@
gmail.com  or call 
508-764-3341.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Make 
Reservations 

for our 
Mothers’ 

Day Brunch

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
5/8                  PAUL LIRANGE
5/15                KYLIE HARRIS
5/22                EASY SEASON
5/29                PROFESSOR POP

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560

 VILLAGE GARDEN CENTER

11" Hanging Baskets 

2 for $42
or $24.99 ea.    

NOW 
OPEN

4 Avalon Place West Brookfield $475,000
Charming Cape home w/all the major updates done! The kitchen has been completely remodeled 
by Cronin Cabinets in Charlton, featuring solid cherry cabinets & granite countertops. Situated 
on a corner lot, the home offers seasonal views of Lake Wickaboag in the fall & winter. Enjoy a 
spacious deck off the kitchen & a large living room w/hardwood floors & cozy fireplace. There are 
3 bedrooms plus a sep office or formal dining rm, w/the option for a 1st fl bedroom, & 2 full baths. 
The fantastic finished basement provides extra living space & plenty of storage. An oversized 1st 
fl laundry w/linen closet adds convenience. A brand-new septic system has just been installed, & 
w/an accepted offer, quality furniture pieces may remain for the buyer’s enjoyment. Additional 
features include a Generac whole-house generator & a one-car detached garage with a separate 
subpanel.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
St. John Paul II Parish Food Pantry
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Tuesday 3-5 p.m., Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
(508) 765-0245

Southbridge Food Share
Located at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
lower level
446 Hamilton St, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
Email:
 Southbridgefoodshare.org@gmail.com
Phone: 508-764-6583
Open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 10:00 am to 11:15 am.

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

UXBRIDGE
Fellowship Church in Uxbridge.
All are Welcome!
Manna Food Pantry
Open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. 
6 to 8  pm (Doors open at 5:45)
Located on the lower level, right-hand side 
of the building.
647 Douglas St., Uxbridge, MA

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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THE TOWN OF EAST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held in 
the Memorial Town Complex, 122 
Connie Mack Drive, East Brookfield 
on Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:00 
p.m. on the application made by 
Robert Pellegrino for a change of 
Officers/Directors/LLC Managers, 
Issuance and Change of Stock 
Interest, Change of Manager for 308 
Lakeside, Inc., All Alcohol Beverage 
License
All interested parties are invited to 
attend.
Andrew Lynch, Chairman
Andrew Levasseur, Clerk
Robert Button, Member
cc:  Town Clerk
May 1, 2026
May 8, 2026 

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

26 SM 001385
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Zachary Luce; Alyssa Crowe
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in East 
Brookfield, numbered 148 North Street, 
Unit A a/k/a 148A North Street, given 
by Zachary Luce and Alyssa Crowe 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC, dated June 16, 2021, and record-
ed at Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
65401, Page 202, and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before June 15, 
2026 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on April 28, 2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
May 8, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
The West Brookfield Housing 
Authority, the Awarding Authority, 
invites sealed bids from Contractors 
for the Olde Village Place Elderly 
667-01 Development for the West 
Brookfield Housing Authority in 
West Brookfield Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents pre-
pared by Hill Engineers, Architects, 
Planners, Inc..
The Project consists of: Replacing 
select concrete sidewalk sections, 
and hot mix asphalt driveways
The work is estimated to cost 
$68,422.00
Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.30 §39M 
& to minimum wage rates as required 
by M.G.L. c.I49 §§26 to 27H inclu-
sive. General Bids will be received 
until 2:00 p.m., Friday May 22, 
2026 and publicly opened, forthwith.
This project is being Electronically 
Bid (E-Bid). All bids shall be prepared 
and submitted online at Projectdog.
com and received no later than the 
date & time specified above. Hard 
copy bids will not be accepted by 
the Awarding Authority. For assis-
tance, contact Projectdog, Inc. at 
978.499.9014.
General bids shall be accompanied 
by a bid deposit that is not less than 
five (5%) of the greatest possible bid
amount (considering all alternates) 
and made payable to the West 
Brookfield Housing Authority.
Bid Forms and Contract Documents 
will be available in electronic 
form and without cost or charge 
at Projectdog.com, project code 
873973, beginning April 22, 2026. 
Persons desiring hard copies of the 
documents shall be solely responsi-
ble for all printing costs.
The Contractor and all subcon-

tractors (collectively referred to as 
“the Contractor”) agree to strive to 
achieve minority and women work-
force participation. The Workforce 
Participation benchmark is set at 
6.9% for women and 15.3% for 
minorities. The Workforce bench-
mark percentages are a statutory 
requirement under MGL c. 149
§44A(2)(G).
The job site and/or existing build-
ing will be available for inspection 
between 1:00 P.M. and 2:00 P.M. on
Wednesday May 13, 2026.
For an appointment call Matthew 
Blanchard at 978-394-9009.
May 8, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals spe-
cial meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
May 20, 2026, in the McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public 
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:  
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Jason Ferreira: Location: 8 I. Capen 
Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
R13-01. The applicant is seeking a 
Variance under Sections 4.9.2.A.3 
(non-conforming structure /Single-
Family/increase in nonconformity) 
and 7.3 (Variance Requirements) of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to build a 
16’ x 34’ addition to an existing sin-
gle-family home in the side setback. 
The property is located in the Rural 
Residential (RR) district.  
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Chestnut OP LLC/ Kurt Cawley: 
Location: 53 Chestnut Street, 
Spencer Assessor’s Map U07-235. 
The applicant is seeking a Variance 
under Sections 6.1 (Off Street 
Parking/ Loading Requirements) of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to allow 
off-street parking, parking location 
will be at 46-48 Chestnut Street, and 
an easement has been recorded. 
The property is located in the Town 
Center (TC) district. 
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Gerald & Dian Ferguson: Location: 
103 Clark Road, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U27-17. The applicant is seek-
ing a Variance under Sections 5.1 
(Table of Area Requirements) and 
4.9.1.D (Nonconforming lots) of the 
Spencer Zoning Bylaw adjust lot 
lines between three nonconforming 
lots (103, 105, and 109 Clark Road), 
this adjustment will reduce the area 
of 103 Clark Rd and the nonconfor-
mity in the setback for 105 Clark Rd. 
The property is located in the Lake 
Residential (LR) district. 
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Bryan & Joy Coleman: Location: 105 
Clark Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
U27-18. The applicant is seeking a 
Variance under Sections 5.1 (Table of 
Area Requirements) and 4.9.1.D (Non-
conforming lots) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw adjust lot lines between three 
nonconforming lots (103, 105, and 109 
Clark Road), this adjustment will re-
duce the area of 103 Clark Rd and the 
nonconformity in the setback for 105 
Clark Rd. The property is located in the 
Lake Residential (LR) district. 
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Cody Berman: Location: 41-43 Point 
Eastalee Drive, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U34-22. The applicant is seeking 
a Variance under Sections 5.1 (Table of 
Area Requirements) and 7.3 (Variance 
Requirements) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to increase the footprint in a pre-
viously approved Variance from 2024 
to build a Single-Family Home, the pro-
posed change is to request relief from 
the minimum lot size. The property is 
located in the Lake Residential (LR) 
district.  
May 1, 2026
May 8 , 2026 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 123 Park Street, East 
Brookfield, MA 01515
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Larry M. 
McPartland to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Finance of 
America Reverse LLC, and now held 
by Finance of America Reverse LLC, 
said mortgage dated January 9, 2021 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 64224, Page 185, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee for Finance 
of America Reverse LLC to Finance of 
America Reverse LLC by assignment 
dated August 1, 2025 and recorded 
with said Registry of Deeds in Book 

72367, Page 11; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction on June 4, 
2026 at 01:00 PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land in the Easterly part of East 
Brookfield, Massachusetts, Easterly of 
and adjoining Lake Lashaway.
Being Lot #1 as shown on Plan of 
land entitled Division of Property in 
East Brookfield, Massachusetts, John 
J. McPartland Lot #1; Lionel A. Aucoin 
Lot #2; Herve G. Aucoin Lot 03 dated 
August 4, 1961 recorded in Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 
258, Plan 14, bounded and described 
as follows;
Beginning at an iron pipe at the 
Northeasterly corner thereof; 
Thence N. 59º 16’ W., 202.70 feet by 
land of Paul Huard to the Lake Shore; 
Thence Southwesterly along 
the Lake Shore, 45.0 feet 
to a drill hole in a concrete wall. 
Thence S. 61º 06’ E., 
131.02 feet to an iron pipe; 
Thence S. 12° 08’ W., 23.10 feet to a point; 
Thence N. 77º 31’ E., 91.83 
feet to the place of beginning. 
Being that parcel of land conveyed 
to Larry M. McPartland from John J. 
McPartland and Lillian O. McPartland, 
husband and wife by that deed dated 
3/28/1977 and recorded 3/31/1977 in 
deed book 6149, at page 287 of the 
Worcester County, MA public registry.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated March 28, 1977 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
6149, Page 287.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Finance of America 
Reverse LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
May 1, 2026
May 8, 2026 
May 15, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS CHERRY 

VALLEY AND ROCHDALE WATER 
DISTRICT

WARRANT ANNUAL DISTRICT 
MEETING

To: Cheryl Balkus, District Clerk
Cherry Valley and Rochdale Water 
District Greetings:
You are hereby directed to notify the 
VOTERS of the Cherry Valley and 
Rochdale Water District to meet in 
the Town Hall Auditorium, 3 Washburn 
Square, Leicester, Massachusetts 
twenty-first of May, two thousand and 
twenty-six (May 21, 2026) at sev-
en-thirty P.M. (7:30 P.M.), then and 
there to act on the following articles:
ONE: MODERATOR
To elect a Moderator to preside at said 
meeting and for a period of one (1) 
year thereafter.
TWO: REPORTS
To act on the reports of the district.
THREE: COMMISSIONER
To elect the following officer by ballot:
A resident from the Rochdale ser-
vice area to hold the office of District 
Commissioner for a period of three (3) 
years.
FOUR: BUDGET
To see if the district will vote to raise 
and appropriate, transfer from avail-
able funds or free cash, or otherwise 
provide a sum of money, or any other 
sum, from any available funding source 
or other available means, for the oper-
ating budget for fiscal year 2027, to 
provide for the district’s annual operat-
ing requirements.
FIVE: REVOLVING FUND FOR 
CONSTRUCTION
To see if the District will vote to autho-
rize the Board of Water Commissioners 
to establish a fund to receive and 
deposit fees from which expendi-

tures may be made for legal services, 
administrative services and engineer-
ing services (including but not limited 
to, design, plan review, and inspec-
tion of the project being constructed) 
in connection with any water system 
design, review, and construction, or to 
take any action thereon.
SIX: REVOLVING ACCOUNT FOR 
METERS
To see if the district will vote to authorize 
District to establish a fund to receive 
and deposit fees from which expendi-
tures may be made for the purchase 
and installation of water meters or take 
any action thereon.
SEVEN: REVOLVING ACCOUNT 
FOR TERMINATION AND REPAIR 
EXPENDITURES
To see if the District will vote to autho-
rize the Board of commissioners estab-
lish a fund to receive and deposit from 
which expenditures may be made by 
the district for the purchase and rental 
of supplies and equipment associated 
with the District’s Service Termination 
Process as well as service repairs due 
to leaking services, including but not 
limited to construction and excava-
tion equipment rental, police details, 
backfill materials such as processed 
gravel and sand, asphalt, pipe, fittings 
and appurtenances or take any action 
thereon.
EIGHT: FUNDING STABILIZATION 
ACCOUNT
To see if the district will vote to raise 
and appropriate, transfer from avail-
able funds or free cash, or other-
wise provide a sum of money, or any 
other sum, from any available fund-
ing source or by available means to 
fund the Grindstone Well Stabilization 
account.
NINE: USE OF STABILIZATION 
ACCOUNT
To see if the district will allow the use 
of the Grindstone Well Stabilization 
account if any issues arise including 
but not limited to the changing out 
of the arsenic media, uranium media, 
pumps, electric parts, etc.. As well as 
maintenance on the well.
TEN: CLOSE OUT OF PRIOR 
PROJECTS
To see if the district will vote to close-
out the projects that were previously 
approved at prior annual Water District 
Meetings.
ELEVEN: METER CHANGE OUT
To see if the district will vote to allow 
the district to purchase the remaining 
meters.
TWELVE: OPEB FUNDING
To see if the district will vote to raise 
and appropriate, transfer from avail-
able funds or free cash, or otherwise 
provide a sum of money, or any other 
sum, from any available funding source 
or by available means to authorize 
the Board of Water Commissioners to 
transfer funds to deposit into the Other 
Post-Employment Benefit (OPEB) 
Trust, or take any action thereon.
THIRTEEN: DENNY PLACE WATER 
MAIN UPGRADE
To see if the district will vote to appro-
priate the sum of Fifteen Thousand 
Dollars ($15,000), or any other sum, 
from available Free Cash to fund the 
replacement of an existing failing 
2-inch water main, including all related 
labor, materials, equipment, and inci-
dental costs; or take any other action 
relative thereto.
FOURTEEN: UPDATE TO WATER 
SYSTEM EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
PLAN To see if the District will vote 
to appropriate the sum of Eleven 
Thousand Dollars ($11,000) from avail-
able Free Cash, or any other source of 
funds, for the purpose of updating the 
District’s Emergency Response Plan; 
said plan to include review, revision, 
and compliance with current state and 
federal guidelines to ensure prepared-
ness for natural disasters, contamina-
tion events, infrastructure failure, and 
other emergencies affecting the public 
water supply; or take any other action 
relative thereto.
You are hereby directed to serve this 
WARRANT by posting an attested 
copy at the Leicester Fire Department, 
Company No. 2, 226 Main Street, 
Cherry Valley, MA; Rochdale Post 
Office, 1138 Stafford Street, Rochdale, 
MA; at the Church Building, 672 
Pleasant Street, Rochdale, MA; at the 
Leicester Town Hall and the Oxford 
Town Hall seven (7) days at least 
before said meeting.
Given under our hands, this 28th day 
of April, two thousand twenty-six (April 
28, 2026). Respectfully submitted,
John Shocik, Chairman Robert Jones, 
Commissioner
Michael McCormick, Commissioner
A TRUE COPY, ATTEST:
Cheryl Balkus, District Clerk (SEAL)
“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, and employer.”
May 8, 2026

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.
Landscaping

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 
 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

SPRING 
PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
 before May 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Excavation
Septic system
Lot clearing 

Retaining walls
Driveway install
40,000 lb jack 

hammer 
Stump removal 
Hazardous tree 

removal
Seasoned firewood 

$300/cord
Complete Site Work
860-382-5071

AERIAL 
TREE 

SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Zrike said, “What Leicester is doing 
is impressive and they are quickly 
establishing a reputation for innovation 
serving as a model for others.”

On a local level, Donna McCance, 
Chair of the Leicester School 
Committee, said, “Investing in CTE 
not only prepares our students for high-
er earning potential in high-demand 
jobs, it provides a resource of skilled 
workers in our community.  I am very 
excited about the boost this will bring 
to our students and the economy.  Dr. 
Kustigian’s passion and leadership 
keep the momentum going for growth 
in Leicester and I’m proud to be a part 
of it.”

LHS Principal Ted Zawada, Assistant 
Superintendent Rich Lind and Grant 
Writer Neile Connery are all business, 
and collectively said, “The real work 
starts now and this is no time to cele-
brate as we have so much more to do!”  

They are seeking volunteers to serve 
on the Professional Advisory Councils 
for HVACR and Plumbing.  If you 
have expertise in either field and you 
are willing to help, please reach out to 
the Leicester Public Schools.  Principal 
Zawada also mentioned that he will be 
seeking teachers in both fields.  Zawada 
can be reached at zawadat@lpsma.net .

One thing is for sure, there is much 
more to come and the Leicester Public 
Schools promise to keep the school 
community informed.

GRANT
continued from page  A1

Promise’s League Learning Collaboratives 
to elevate AI literacy.

“This recognition by Business View 
Magazine is a testament to the hard work 

of our educators, students, and communi-
ty,” said  Superintendent Paul S. Haughey, 
Ed.D. “It showcases our strategic priorities 
of  policy management, financial planning, 
and effective communication  as we shape 
the future for our students».

The full digital edition featuring the dis-

trict is now available to the public on 
the Business View Magazine Web site.

For further information regarding the 
revised academic calendar, please visit the 
district Web site.

BUSINESS
continued from page  A1

bridge I understand their concern,” he said. 
Selectmen voted unanimously to grant 

the DOT’s request and confirmed that 
the town already had the signage on hand 
to initiate the closure. The bridge is now 

confirmed closed until the replacement is 
complete.

In March, the board confirmed they 
would be working with BSC Group as 
the engineering firm and that the bidding 
process had yet to begin with highway offi-
cials calling the big package “complex”. 
The April 21 meeting did not provide any 
major updates on that process.

Note: In the New Leader’s March 27 edi-
tion, a story announcing the grant funding 
for the bridge erroneously referred to the 
structure as “Mud Brook Road” instead 
of “Mad Brook Road.” We would like to 
apologize for this error and any confusion 
it may have caused.

BRIDGE
continued from page  A1

acies go on 
through the 
town and 
how inter-

twined the town is, it’s great,” said the 
Chief.

Peter Orsi, a retired firefighter and the 
current EMS Director for North Brookfield, 
also spoke about the many families whose 
histories are rooted in service with the fire 
department.

“How many people in town have been 
a part of the fire department, how many 
families? There’s a lot of history, a lot of 
neighbors who have been a part of this, so it 
is pretty cool,” said Orsi.

During tours of the building, represen-
tatives of the department showcased the 
history still preserved within the walls of 
the existing structure that once housed 

horse-drawn carriages used during fire 
emergencies. Today the department has an 
unattached garage that houses its modern 
apparatus, but through all of the changes 
and evolutions that small town spirit has 
persevered. Events like the open house 
show that the community still values the 
department’s place not only as an asset that 
protects and serves their neighbors, but one 
of the most resilient pieces of the town’s 
storied history.

175 YEARS
continued from page  A1

A display in the renovated entryway of the 
North Brookfield Fire Department showcases 
pieces of the department’s history.
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WORCESTER — Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance, 
Inc. (CMHA) is thrilled to announce 
the groundbreaking of a transforma-
tive project in collaboration with the 
City of Worcester and SV Design on 
Friday, May 1. The renovation of the 
existing 20,000 square foot mill build-
ing at 134 Gold St. will revitalize the 
historic structure, creating a drop-in 
style day center, complete with essen-
tial resources and programs for the 
local community. This project aims to 
provide a safe and welcoming envi-
ronment for the homeless population 
in Worcester, addressing an urgent 
need for supportive services.

“As we break ground on this vital 
project, we are reminded of the power 
of collaboration. Together with the 
Central Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance, we are not just renovat-
ing a building; we are transforming 
lives and affirming our dedication to 
community well-being and inclusiv-
ity,” said Thad Siemasko, Founding 
Principal of SV Design.

Allegrone has been selected as the 
contractor for this project, bringing 
their expertise to ensure the reno-
vation meets the highest standards 
of quality and efficiency. The first 
floor of the new facility will house 
a Day Resource Center, equipped 
with essential amenities including 
warmth, showers, laundry facilities, 
and a commercial kitchen. This cen-
ter will serve as a welcoming space 
for clients to access technology for 
telehealth, resume building, and skill 
development, with case managers 
available to assist in securing housing 
and employment. The first floor will 

also feature two consultation rooms, 
designed to facilitate local partner-
ships that provide mental and physical 
wellness services to clients. This com-
prehensive renovation will enhance 
the facilities for those in need, creating 
a supportive environment where indi-
viduals can access essential services 
and resources.

The project is committed to a com-
munity-centric design that addresses 
safety concerns regarding site access 
and includes extensive community 
engagement to ensure that it meets 
local needs effectively.

“This groundbreaking wouldn’t be 
possible without dedicated commu-
nity partnerships,” said City Manager 
Eric D. Batista. “The city is successful 
when public and private partners work 
together for the betterment of our 
community. I want to thank  Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance for 
its leadership not only on this project, 
but for all its work to uplift vulnerable 
populations in our community. This 
Day Resource Center is a major step 
forward in the municipality’s work 
to address homelessness and connect 
individuals with secure housing, ser-
vices, and employment. We look for-
ward to working with CMHA to bring 
this vision to life.” 

“We are excited to break ground 
on this much-needed Resource 
Center and grateful to the City of 
Worcester for their partnership,” 
said Leah Bradley, CEO of Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance, Inc.  
“Together, we are taking a significant 
step toward providing hope and tangi-
ble help for our neighbors experienc-
ing homelessness.”

This groundbreaking marks a sig-
nificant step forward in addressing 
homelessness in Worcester and high-
lights SV Design’s dedication to cre-
ating spaces that foster community 
well-being.

About SV Design 
SV Design specializes in beautiful and 
functional architecture and interiors 
that transform lives through excep-
tional design. For more than three 
decades, SV Design has built a reputa-
tion from Boston’s North Shore to the 
Cape and beyond for residential, insti-
tutional, multi-family, commercial, 
and community spaces of character 
and integrity. SV Design’s multidis-
ciplinary team engages closely with 
clients to identify opportunities, antic-
ipate challenges, and steward projects 
from site planning to the details of 
décor. 

For more information about SV 
Design, please visit www.svdesign.
com or email annemarie@svdesign.
com.

About Central Massachusetts 
H o u s i n g  A l l i a n c e 
The Central Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance (CMHA: The Housing 
Alliance) is dedicated to addressing 
homelessness and promoting long-
term housing stability. Founded in 
1984, CMHA combines advocacy, 
education, and direct services to sup-
port individuals and families in need. 
Recognizing the dignity of all, the 
organization mobilizes a comprehen-
sive regional response to ensure that 
everyone has access to a safe, sta-
ble, and healthy place to call home. 
Through its various programs and 
initiatives, CMHA strives to create 
lasting change in the community by 
fostering awareness and providing 
essential resources for those affected 
by housing insecurity.

For more information about CMHA, 
please visit www.cmhaonline.org or 
email lbradley@cmhaonline.org.

774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

YARD 
SALE

SATURDAY,  MAY 23RD

BO
Y 

SC
O

UT
 

TR
O

O
P 

27
3

Early Birds (8am to 9am) • $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE   

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!
Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc.  
(no TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture 
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 
36 Hall Road, Dudley

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL  BE AVAILABLE

 

 

 
 

 

RESTORATION MASONS and ENTRY LEVEL CONSTRUCTION  LABORERS   

 

 

 

EXPLORE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION                                                                                           
AND IF INTERESTED SEE OUR “JOIN OUR TEAM” at www.gnazzo.com 

Sturbridge Fire Department

Hiring Full Time 
Firefighter/Paramedic
Min.req.: HS diploma/GED,

 non-smoker, MA driver’s license
Starting $60,777, DOQ

Application and further details 

https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/
pages/job-opportunities

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

BROOKFIELD —  The 
Brookfield Agricultural 
Commission is pleased 
to share upcoming spring 
planting activities taking 
place on the Brookfield 
Common on Saturday, May 
23. The day will begin with 
the long-standing tradition 
of the Brookfield Garden 
Club’s annual plant sale.

As in previous years, 

the Garden Club has 
invited the Agricultural 
Commission to partici-
pate. The Commission will 
once again offer free seed 
giveaways for young peo-
ple interested in starting 
their own gardens. This 
initiative is made possi-
ble through a grant from 
the Brookfield Community 
Club, along with addition-

al donations. Free starter 
fertilizer kits will also be 
available. While compost-
ing and fertilizer use are 
familiar practices, they’ve 
become especially import-
ant topics as fertilizer costs 
continue to rise.

Beginning at 11 a.m., 
Oakholm Farm Estate will 
host hayrides around the 
Common to celebrate the 

start of the planting sea-
son.

This year will also fea-
ture “Big Boy” tomato 
plants, grown by the youth 
group from  Brookfield 
Congregational Church. 
Proceeds will help support 
their upcoming mission 
trip to a small town in 
New Jersey, where they 
will join other groups in 

assisting residents with 
needed home and commu-
nity projects.

For the first time, 
the  Brookfield Cultural 
Council will join the event, 
offering starter plants and 
berry bushes.

As always, experienced 
growers will be on hand 
throughout the day to 
answer questions and pro-

vide gardening advice. The 
timing of this event coin-
cides with the typical end 
of the frost season. There 
is also a bit of local folk-
lore suggesting that more 
delicate plants should not 
be placed outdoors until 
the “Blue Moon,” which 
this year falls on May 31.

LEICESTER —  Do 
you recognize the name 
Common Ground Land 
Trust? As an all-volunteer, 
private, non-profit (501c3) 
organization, we dedicate 
our time and energy to open 
space protection in Spencer 

and Leicester. With support 
from individuals, students, 
families, organizations, and 
businesses, our member-
ship has grown over the 
years since inception in 
2006. This year, Common 
Ground Land Trust is cel-

ebrating its 20th anniver-
sary. Help us celebrate and 
become a member!

Do you enjoy outdoor 
recreation?  If you engage 
in activities such as birding, 
hiking, hunting, fishing, 
or simply listening to the 
tranquil sounds of nature 
around you, Common 
Ground Land Trust may be 

a good partner for you.
Do you believe in the 

preservation of land, water, 
and open space?  Join our 
land trust, become more 
informed, and share your 
thoughts and talents.

Are you curious or inter-
ested in partnering with us? 
To learn more about our 
goals and accomplishments 

you can find us at:
W e b : 

CommonGroundLT.org    
Email: info@com-

mongroundlt.org
Phone: 774-371-0156
Common Ground 

Land Trust, PO Box 400, 
Leicester, MA 01524

As stewards of multi-
ple properties in Spencer 

and Leicester, our work is 
on-going and involves time, 
energy, and community 
camaraderie. Whether you 
are a resident of Spencer, 
Leicester, or any other com-
munity, Common Ground 
Land Trust welcomes you!  
Join today, get involved, 
and protect the integrity of 
our rural towns.

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported just one arrest 

during the week of April 22-28.
Celeste C. Nichols, age 49, of Spencer was arrested 

on April 26 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), 
Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Failure to 
Stop or Yield.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following 

arrests during the week of APRIL 23-29.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from 

publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on April 24 
for Possession of a Class B Drug, Intimidation of a Witness, 
Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official, operating a motor 
vehicle after suspension of license, refusal by the operator 
of a motor vehicle to identify themselves, and driving at a 
rate of speed exceeding the posted limit.

Bryan William Dean, age 29, of Monson was arrested on 
April 27 for Operating to Endanger, a Passing Violation, 
and multiple counts of drug possession.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on April 
29 for operating a motor vehicle after suspension of regis-
tration and operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

Memorial Day 
parade route 
announced

SPENCER — The Memorial Day Parade sponsored by 
Gaudette-Kirk American Legion Post #138 will take place 
on Monday, May 25 at 9 a.m. The parade route will start at 
the American Legion and proceed down Main Street, a left 
onto Elm Street, a left on to Chestnut, left on to Maple Street 
back to Main Street and end at Issac L. Prouty Memorial 
Park. Memorial Day services will take place on Monday, 
May 25 at the Isaac L. Prouty Memorial Park immediately 
following the parade. 

We welcome all groups, youth groups and organizations 
to participate in the parade and attend this year’s services.

Brookfield Agricultural Commission highlights 
spring planting opportunities

Local land trust celebrates 20 years of land conservation

New Bocce League 
open to community 

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Bay Path 
Continuing Education & the Southbridge 
Italian Club have teamed up to launch an 
exciting new bocce league on Tuesday 
nights throughout May and June.

Bocce is a game that all can enjoy—no 
special skills or talents are required! If 
you can roll a ball, you can play! These 
two community organizations are thrilled 
to bring this sport to a wider audience. 
Both Bay Path Continuing Education and 
the Southbridge Italian Club are dedicated 
to offering various events for people to 
engage, socialize, and have fun. This new 
league is a perfect fit. Here are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 – June 30 (eight 
weeks)

Teams of four to eight players
$240 per team
One game per week at either 6 or 7 p.m.
Maximum of eight teams – don’t wait!
Only team captains need to register for 

their team.
A brief informational captain meeting 

will be held before the season starts.
Gather your friends (18 and older), form 

a team, and come join us for a fantastic time 
on the court!

Games will be held at:
Italian American Club 

20 North St., Southbridge
To register your team, call Bay Path 

Continuing Education at 508-248-5971, 
ext. 1715. Spots for teams are limited, so 
don’t hesitate—call today!

Central Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance, SV Design unveil new 

resource center for homeless individuals
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RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

NEW CLIENT COORDINATOR
Meet Deb Listewnik from Oxford. 
We woud love to chat with you about 

the Real Estate Market
508-847-0872

Deb will be joining me at
"Let's Talk Abut Real Estate" on May 9 • 11am 

at the Booklovers Gourmet

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Blackmer Rd $295,000

58 Streeter Rd $589,900

213 Henshaw St

PAXTON- NEW LISTING

LEICESTER30.2 ACRES
SOUTHBRIDGE/ 

DUDLEY
Ideal to Develop

(4 Pontential 
Frontage Lots)

BUILD A PRIVATE
MINI ESTATE 

NESTED IN THE 
WOODS

* 8 Rooms
*2.5 Baths

*2174 Sq. Ft.
*Lower Level
 Bonus Room 

with
 Kitchenette

*Inground Pool
*2 Story

7 Room
2.5 Baths

2 Car Garage

WANTED 
2 Family 
Homes
*Families 

Combining Houses
*Is it time for you to 
sell your property?

Call for a 
Market Analysis

CALL DIANE!!
She Can Assist 

You in Finding the 
Right Home

#1 Homes for 
Heroes Agent

 in MA.
Ask About the 

Program
774-239-2937 

ASSISTED SALE!!!

WE KNOW
REAL ESTATE

Call Us for Assistance
 in Buying or Selling a Home!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake –
 302 Killdeer Island  

Lakefront home w/1,700+/- 
sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/
living w/cathedral ceilings + 
wall of windows. Full baths. 
Lower level family room w/
walkout to water.                         

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this ab-
solutely lovely home. 2600 +/- 
SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car 
detached garage! 63’ +/- wa-
terfront.  .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-
terfront!                        $1,100,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac! 
1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs, 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC.  A 
comfortable open space w/lots of natural light, private main 
BR w/California closets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap ac-
cessible wide-door roll-in shower.  Offers a half acre of land 
Close to I-84 & Sturbridge.                              List Price: $459,000

Southbridge - 14 Servant Way
Featured Listing!

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic 
Views across mid-section 
of Webster Lake! View the 
lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. 
Fireplaced Living Room! 
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre 
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 
1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-
places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,  $525,000

Featured Listing ~ New To Market! 
Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) 
Commercial Building, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Economical, Efficient 

Natural Gas FHA 
Heat & Cooling.  
Its close proximity 
to Successful Na-
tional Franchised 
Businesses gen-
erates Significant 
Commerce at this 
Location.  Conven-
ient Access. 

List Price:
 $ 615,000

Featured New Listing 
Webster - 34 Eastern Ave Condos 

~Unit M ~ Move In Ready!
Original Owner, 1st Time 
Offered, Well-Kept, 2-BRs, 
1-1/2 Baths, 1,500+ SF, LL 
Living Potential, Private 
Deck, 20-Unit Complex, 
Desirable Setting, I395 in 
mins. 

List Price: $310,000

Thompson ~ 6 Lillian Ave 
 Bonnette Acres on Webster Line
OPEN HOUSE Sat. 5/9/26 • 11-2

Young (2019) Pristine Raised Ranch, 1800+ SF, 3 BRs, LL Family Rm,  
2-1/2 Baths, Primary BR Suite, Central AC, Country Setting with .70 Acre 
Lot & Lg Fenced Area on Cul-de-sac!   $489,900

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Pt 

Snug Harbor Villa 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & 
convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

 List Price: $1,050,000.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront - 
31 Bayview!!

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The Friends of the Town 
House have named Sujoy 
Spencer as their Artist for 
the Month of May, recog-
nizing a musician whose 
career spans international 
performance, education, 
and community involve-
ment.

Spencer, a North 
Brookfield business owner 
and longtime performer on 

both viola and violin, has 
built a reputation that reach-
es far beyond the region. A 
singer, music teacher, and 
active Rotarian, she also 
owns JARS Café & Bakery 
on Summer Street, balanc-
ing her artistic pursuits with 
a strong local presence.

For Spencer, music is 
more than performance. It 
is a form of communica-
tion that often speaks more 

clearly than words.
“Music is an art form,” 

she said. “It expresses emo-
tions, conveys stories, and 
expresses human experi-
ences in ways that words 
cannot.”

That perspective has 
shaped both her person-
al and professional life. 
Spencer describes herself as 
someone who has always 
preferred time to reflect 

before speaking, finding in 
music a space where prepa-
ration and expression come 
naturally.

“I say, ‘Music teaches 
me,’” she explained. “I do 
not like people hearing me 
practice. It is the same as 
having to verbally respond 
before I have time to think 
about my response.”

Her approach to music 
has influenced her teach-
ing style as well. Spencer 
emphasizes that private 
lessons go beyond learn-
ing notes and technique, 
helping students build con-
fidence and develop cogni-
tive, emotional, and social 
skills that last a lifetime.

“Each music lesson is 
more than music,” she said. 
“It is my opportunity to 
bring out the best in them.”

Spencer’s own musical 
journey began early, shaped 
in part by her grandmother, 
who encouraged her devel-
opment by accompanying 
her on piano and organ. 
That early collaboration left 
a lasting impression.

“She would, without 
words, musically commu-
nicate with me,” Spencer 
recalled. “We played as a 
single unit.”

Over the years, Spencer 
has performed in more 
than 20 countries, sharing 
music across cultures and 
languages. Those experi-
ences, she said, have rein-
forced the universal nature 
of music.

“Going to another 
country and perform-
ing there is not like 
being a tourist,” she 
said. “We are giv-
ing to the people of 
that country without 
words.”

She remembers 
moments that high-
light that connection, 
including being recog-
nized by strangers at 

a train station in Germany 
who had attended one of 
her performances the night 
before.

While her performance 
career continues, Spencer 
remains deeply commit-
ted to community work. 
In 2016, she helped found 
the Women’s Orchestra of 
Arizona, one of the few 
all-women orchestras in 
the United States, created 
to expand opportunities for 
female musicians and foster 
community engagement.

She currently performs 
with multiple symphonies 
in Arizona while teaching 
violin, viola, and piano in 
both Massachusetts and 
Arizona. Closer to home, 
she remains active in the 
Sturbridge Rotary and 

continues to run her North 
Brookfield business.

Despite her wide-ranging 
accomplishments, Spencer 
remains grounded in her 
belief that music is ulti-
mately about connection 
and expression.

“I worry more about how 
I respond to questions from 
people than I do when I 
respond to printed music,” 
she said. “That frees me up 
to focus on how to express 
the notes.”

For the Friends of the 
Town House, Spencer’s 
selection as Artist of the 
Month highlights not only 
her talent, but also her ded-
ication to sharing music in 
ways that strengthen both 
individuals and communi-
ties.

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SPRING IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

MATTRESS SALE!

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

DELUXE AIR FRY RANGE - Reg. $699.99 ............................................... $749
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................ $299
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99....................................................... $799
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 ......... $1,399
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - Reg. $699.99 ............................................. $189
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99.................................... $489.99
FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99 ................... $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99............................ $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99..................... $499.99
WHIRLPOOL SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. $1,499.99 ................................. $1,049.99

A/C’s

PRE-
SEASON

SAVINGS!

Great
Selection!

GAS GRILL
SALE!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

END OF 
THE YEAR

TV
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

It’s a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand 
behind—because trust, quality and affordability 
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no 
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work. 

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING 
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

  Call or text 774-452-2129, or visit APCROOFS.com. 

Musician Sujoy Spencer named 
Artist of the Month by Friends 

of the Town House

Concerts on the 
Common return 

May 30
NORTH BROOKFIELD —  North Brookfield Parks and 

Recreation, in conjunction with the North Brookfield Cultural 
Council, will be hosting Concerts on the Common this summer 
season.  

An MCC grant is making these concerts possible for all resi-
dents to enjoy.  We have a lineup of five dates and bands: 

May 30 - North Brookfield High School band will play, fol-
lowed by DJ Tabby Leblanc.  

June 20, we will enjoy the sounds of Ravenwood, an easy lis-
tening blue grass band.  

On July 25, we will host Sue Lyons, an acoustical guitar player 
and vocalist.   

Aug. 15 will bring us Stan Matthews, who will entertain us with 
country music with some exceptional Johnny Cash tunes.  

The season will end with the Superchargers, a fun rock and roll 
band.   

All concerts are free. They are held on Saturdays and start at 6 
p.m. and end around 8 pm.  Food will be available for purchase 
but folks are welcome to bring their own !    Feel free to bring 
chairs, blankets, bug spray and sun screen - whatever makes you 
comfortable.  The playground is right on the common, located on 
Grove Street in town.  We will have games for families to enjoy 
and some *surprise * craft tables during some concerts!


