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Community guests spread the

WBES
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Spencer
officials

BROOKFIELD
— Guests from sever-
al local departments,
businesses, and orga-
nizations visited West

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
w E S T

Brookfield Elementary
School last week for
Community Reading
Day.

Held on March 3,
the event featured
public safety officials;
members of a local

May Festival
heralds return
0 i,
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — With tempera-
tures steadily rising and days getting lon-
ger, local residents and crafters are eagerly
anticipating the return of spring festivals
just around the corner.

In North Brookfield, community mem-
bers celebrate the arrival of spring with
the annual May Festival. This year’s event
will take place on Saturday, May 3, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. in front of Haston Free Public
Library. Additional vendors and crafters
will set up displays on the front lawn out-
side First Congregational Church of North
Brookfield.

“We are so happy the Congregational
Church has generously allowed us to use
their lawn again this year,” read a state-
ment released by Dawn Sedlier, President
of the Friends of the Haston Free Public
Library.

Always well-attended by guests from
throughout the area, the festival will fea-
ture several local crafters, growers, ven-
dors, and members of community organiza-
tions offering resources to the public.

Past springtime festivals have included
live musical performances; children’s activ-
ities; a North Brookfield Cultural Council
plant swap; tours of the Town House; and
open houses at the North Brookfield Fire
Department and the North Brookfield
Historical Society.

Officials told the New Leader the event
is always a great way to showcase the town
center to families and area residents. Local
first responders and other town leaders
have also been known to frequent the event
and greet families.

With this year’s festival set to take place
shortly before Mother’s Day, the event is
the perfect opportunity for guests to pick
up gifts for moms while supporting local
vendors.

Crafters and organizations typically get
involved in the festival in a number of
ways. These include setting up a display;
providing informational materials for
guests to pick up; offering samples and/or
coupons; or giving a short talk, presenta-
tion, or demonstration.

Officials are still accepting applications
from vendors interested in participating in
the festival. To learn more about the event
and how you can get involved, please con-
tact the library at 508-867-0208, or stop by for
additional information.

The library may also be reached by email
at: hastonfreepubliclibrary@gmail.com.

The deadline for registration as a vendor
is April 11.

All vendors are asked to keep their dis-
plays open and available to guests for the
entirety of the event.

love of reading at

Community readers gather before the program at WBES.

bus company; area
banking leaders; and
members of the town
library and Senior
Center, among others.

“We are excited to
recognize the love
of reading through
great community sup-
port of our school,”
said WBES Principal
Melissa Provost.

Each guest reader
was assigned to a dif-
ferent classroom, with
students in grades K-6
enjoying books read
aloud to them.

For local officials
and community lead-
ers, it means a lot to
visit area schools and
celebrate the joy of
reading. Students at
different grade levels
get to explore various
subjects and immerse
themselves in fascinat-

ing worlds.

“Ilove reading to the
kids. It’s a great oppor-
tunity for community
interaction,” said West
Brookfield Police Sgt.
Matthew Letendre,
who was joined at the
program by fellow
WBPD Officer Craig
Charron.

The Massachusetts
State Police was also
represented at the
event, along with
North Brookfield
Savings Bank, Country
Bank, McCarthy Bus
Company, and other
local businesses and
organizations.

In addition to read-
ing to the students,
guests also shared
information  about
their careers. Now,
students will be able to
recognize them with-

e announce
public
hearings

on override
options

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — Officials have announced
the first of several public hearings on
override request options.

The first session will take place on
March 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Room
at Town Hall. Another public hearing
will occur on March 19 at 9:30 a.m. at
Town Hall.

Additional sessions will be scheduled
in late March or early April, officials
said. Dates, times, and locations will be
announced soon.

“The town is considering two options
for the override,” Town Administrator
Jeffrey Bridges told the New Leader.
“The first is one question totaling
$2,465,390 and is for FY 2026. The second
option totals the same amount, but splits
the cost over three fiscal years (2026,
2027, 2028).”

Over the next month, residents will
have the opportunity to weigh in on
which route they prefer for the final
request, which will be presented to vot-
ers at the Annual Town Election in May.

For the remaining public hearings,
officials are hoping to schedule at least
one session during the daytime at the
Senior Center. This will allow atten-
dance for night-shift workers, parents
with evening commitments, and seniors
who prefer not to drive at night, officials
said.

“We want to have one hearing at the
Senior Center during the daytime and
the others at Town Hall. We welcome
folks to attend and ask questions,” said
Selectman Ralph Hicks in a previous
interview.

Kevin Flanders

in the community and
understand their posi-
tions.

“This event is a great
way to introduce stu-
dents to our communi-
ty and the roles of dif-
ferent members,” said
Angela Routhier, an
administrative assis-
tant at WBES who
organized this year’s
program.

West Brookfield
Senior Center Director
Kelly Hitt told the
New Leader she has
always enjoyed read-
ing to students. Linda
Higgins, a children’s
librarian at Merriam-
Gilbert Public Library
in town, also stopped
by to read stories to
first-graders.

Several community

Turn To READING page A14

North Brookfield students

lesson 1

n self—defense

get a
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Courtesy

Local organizations and agencies recently teamed up to provide self-defense training

programs to North Brookfield students.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD
The Worcester County District
Attorney’s Office recently joined
local organizations and the North
Brookfield Public Schools to edu-
cate students on self-defense tech-
niques.

During a Feb. 28 program at
North Brookfield Junior-Senior
High School, members of Worcester
County District Attorney Joseph
Early’s Office teamed up with the
Vanessa T. Marcotte Foundation,
Force Defense and Fitness, and
Revive of the USA.

Students enjoyed taking part in
group activities focused on various
aspects of training and education.

“One group of students learned
about self-defense and personal
safety from the Vanessa T. Marcotte
Foundation and Force Defense and
Fitness, while the other group heard
from Anthony Bizzotto, of Revive of
the USA, about his personal jour-
ney in recovery,” read a statement
released by the DA’s Office.

Students spent the rest of the
session participating in a variety
of educational programs and exer-

cises. The goal for guests was to
provide a solid introductory foun-
dation of training that will inspire
students to seek out further devel-
opment opportunities.

The Vanessa T. Marcotte
Foundation offers programming in
several areas, including self-defense
training for women; mentorship
opportunities for girls; and gender
equality and character-building
exercises.

To learn more about the organi-
zation and the many ways it gives
back to local students, visit www.
vtmf.org.

Each year, the DAs Office takes
part in several events across the
county to promote safety and wellbe-
ing for local students. These include
programs focused on stopping bul-
lying and harassment; avoiding
distracted driving; understanding
the dangers of drugs and alcohol;
promoting cybersecurity and safe
online behaviors; and encouraging
teen dating safety.

“The District Attorney’s Office
is committed to working with
communities and schools to help

Turn To SELF-DEFENSE page A14

Officials have spent several months
discussing the override and hearing pre-
sentations from municipal department
heads regarding their projected needs.

Following the public hearings this
spring, selectmen will discuss the feed-
back and determine the amount and
structure of the ballot question.

“The funds that are for education
are not at the request of the School
Committee. These amounts are deter-
mined by the State Department of
Education, and the town has no choice
but to pay it,” Bridges added. “This
annual increase in the required local
contribution has consistently surpassed
the amount we can raise under the
Proposition 2 1/2 tax limit.”

Departmental expenses proposed
for coverage include funds for schools

Turn To HEARINGS page A14
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Sharc the Adventurc with us

guided by travel

PORTUGAL &
ITS ISLANDS!
SEPTEMBER 12-26, 2025

May 23 7-Night Bemuda Cruisefrom $1699
Jung 10-12 Hampton Beach Getaway $529
Jung 28 Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise $175
July 12 Escape to Rockport ............. $110
July 26 Perkins Cove foraDay ......... $110

Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at
(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or

\_ visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com for details )
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School District teams with local author for workshop series

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — The Spencer-East
Brookfield Regional School District is
teaming up with area partners to pres-
ent a two-part workshop series led by
local author Wendy O’Leary.

Released on March 11, a book co-au-
thored by O’Leary and fellow educator
Louise Shanagher is titled: “Growing
Self-Compassionate Children: A Family
Guide for Nurturing Resiliency and
Kindness.”

The book includes games, crafts, and
other activities that can be enjoyed by
the whole family.

“I am passionate about the benefits of
self-compassion for children and adults,
and I believe that this book can be help-
ful to many parents,” O’Leary, a long-
time educator who lives in Spencer, told
the New Leader.

SEBRSD leaders and their local part-
ners look forward to hosting O’Leary at
workshops that will benefit the entire
school community.

“The Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District has part-
nered with Community Connections,
Wachusett CFCE, and the Kennedy
Donovan Early Intervention Program,
and is proud to present a two-part

sCapstone

workshop series on resiliency and
self-compassion with Wendy O’Leary,”
read a statement released by SEBRSD
Superintendent Paul Haughey.

The first workshop will take place
on Tuesday, March 18, at 6 p.m. at East
Brookfield Elementary School (snow
date is March 20). This program will
include a presentation for parents. The
first 50 families that register and attend
this event will receive a free copy of
O’Leary’s book.

The second session is set for Tuesday,
April 15, at 6 p.m. at EBES. This pro-
gram will feature an activity designed
for parents to enjoy with their children.

O’Leary is thrilled for the opportuni-
ty to convey the book’s messages to par-
ents in person and provide helpful tools.

“I wanted to ensure the book support-
ed parents in developing kindness for
themselves. Like so many of us, par-
ents can be extremely self-critical, and
they could greatly benefit from learning
how to offer themselves kindness and
care during challenges,” O’Leary said.
“Raising children is wonderful and also
challenging for everyone at times, and
I wanted this book to gently offer some
tips, advice, and tools to support par-
ents as well as their children.”

O’Leary got the

idea for her new book shortly after the
release of her previous book, “It’s OK:
Being Kind to Yourself When Things
Feel Hard.”

“‘Tt’s OK’ is a picture book that teach-
es children about self-compassion. As I
began using that book in more of my
teaching, and as the book made its way
into more hands, I started to hear from
families asking for additional tools to
share this essential skill for resilien-
cy and well-being with their children,”
O’Leary told the New Leader. “I knew
I could spread these teachings more
widely through a book focusing on prac-
tical skills and activities, supporting
the development of self-compassion.”

As families nationwide increasingly
struggle with mental health concerns,
parents have told O’Leary that an
emphasis on self-compassion is making
a major difference in their children’s
lives. The positive feedback helped
inspire her next project.

Working with Ireland-based educa-
tion colleague Louise Shanagher, who
founded a program called Creative
Mindfulness, O’Leary was excited about
the opportunity to reach even more
parents and families. After dedicating
roughly two years to the publishing

Leicester man

process, O’'Leary and Shanagher were
eager for their book release.

“We both saw the importance of offer-
ing these skills to families and decided
to collaborate on this book. It has been
such a pleasure to work with Louise on
this meaningful project to spread more
love, care, and well-being in the world,”
O’Leary said.

SEBRSD officials encourage parents
to take advantage of the workshops
and discover tools that can offer lasting
impacts.

“Wendy O’Leary is an educator and
author committed to sharing the impor-
tance of mindfulness with children and
their families. She has previously writ-
ten three books for children,” read the
statement released by Haughey.

With early registration for the upcom-
ing programs, childcare will be provid-
ed by student representatives of the
David Prouty High School early educa-
tion and care program.

Pizza will be provided at the sessions
by Uncle Sam’s Pizza.

East Brookfield Elementary School is
located at 410 East Main St.

SPENCER ALMANAC
REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD

arrested following
police search

Plannm Group

WEALTHCARE | RET\REMENT | INcomE

$65,000, 8 Tupelo Dr, Maneggio,
Michael A, and Maury, Janet, to

www.thecapstone.group Hague, Jeremy D, and Fountain,

Monica L.
Located at Cornerstone Bank LEICESTER — A man is facing several charges following a
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA police search of his residence last month.
On Feb. 21, the Leicester Police Detective Bureau executed EAST BROOKFIELD
Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today! a search warrant at 31 Towtaid St. Officers were assisted by None

members of the LPD’s patrol unit, the LPD’s K-9 and drone

units, and the Spencer Police Detective Bureau.
During a search of the residence, two illegally possessed LEICESTER

firearms (a 12-gauge semi-automatic shotgun and a small cal- $589,900, 328 Henshaw St,

Scannell, Ryan J, to White, John,
and White, Anne.

$452,000, 100 River St, Gwen
Pratt Ft, and Pratt-Gut, Gwen A,
to White, Laura A, and Tolman,
Mark.

$299,000, 16 Pleasant St,
Refuge Christian Center, to Atbi
Properties LLC.

$91,000, 2 Shady Ln, Lizotte
Charles A Est, and Lizotte,
Matthew, to Ly, Brendan.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$735,000, 24 Spring St, Spring
St Union LLC, to Spring Street
Homes LLC.

$735,000, 28 Spring St, Spring
St Union LLC, to Spring Street
Homes LLC.

$489,900, 5 Birch Hill Rd, Murphy,
Martin, and Murphy, Robin, to

iber semi-automatic pistol) were located, along with a signifi-
cant amount of ammunition of varying calibers, police said.

“Also located during the search was a glass pipe and a
small amount of suspected crack cocaine,” read a statement
released by the LPD.

The suspect and resident, Sean Dufault, 52, was placed
under arrest. He faces the following criminal charges:
Possession of a firearm without a firearms identification
(FID) card; Possession of ammunition without an FID card;
and Possession of Class B narcotics.

Dufault was held on $5,000 cash bail until his arraignment
at East Brookfield District Court on Feb. 24.

Leicester school officials
grateful for evacuation

efforts at LES

CLUES ACROSS LEICESTER — School leaders thank public safety officials galer_'l,MKevm D, and Lavallee,
1. Unsheared sheep 3, Fhisicric Aldbmms ity for their quick response following last month’s evacuation of a$SSSE:eOOO. 12 Winter St Wilb
5. Rock TV channel 39. Cub Leicester Elementary School. Joh ,U0U, q Wﬁ; er N’ 1 111'
8. Streetcar 42. Type of sea bass dish On Feb. 27, the school was evacuated due to an odd odor AO dn’ anR b 1 Kr’ ancy, to
12. Concerning 44, To call (archaic) coming from the cafeteria. The Leicester Police and Fire nderson, Robert A.
14. Expression of recognition 46. Unfortunate Departments were immediately notified, and students were
15. Greek goddess of youth 47. Separate oneself from others diverted to the middle school auditorium during rainy condi- SPENCER
16. An iPad is one 49. Hero sandwiches tions. N
18. Adult beverage 50. Former OSS “Students and staff remained safe the entire time. The one

Leicester Fire Department quickly determined the odor was
caused by a vent fan failure,” read a statement released
by Leicester Public Schools Superintendent Brett Kustigian.

19. Manning and Wallach are two 51. Open spaces in a forest
20. Makes a petty verbal attack 56. Innermost brain membranes
21. Tyrion Lannister’s nickname  57. Fortune

WARREN

22. Pointed ends of pens
23, Wristwatches

26. Body part

30. Made a mistake

31. Adjusted

32. Turkish honorific title
33. Yell

CLUES DOWN

1. Works of body art

2. Abba __, Israeli politician
3. A desert in Asia

4. Eat greedily

5. Doomed French queen

6. Beat

7. One who survives on blood
8. As a consequence

9. Counted on

10. Acquired Brain Injury 41. Statements that something nervous when meeting new people so it takes
: . - . - - a few meetings for him to trust new friends.
o e CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396 .
i He is most nervous around men however, the &
11. Unclean 42. Greek alphabet letter staff has noticed him displaying standoffish and |

13. One who does not drink

17. Wild ox of the Malay
Archipelago

24. _ student, learns healing

25. Bacterial skin infection

26. Expresses surprise

27. What one says on a

wedding day 53. Form of Persian TO PLACE AN AD: SPENCER NEW LEADER home. Do you have the TLC - time, love, and care - for this wonderful quy?
28. Crony £4. Amounts of fime MIKAELA VICTOR PUBLISHED BY Come visit him or call us at the shelter for more information! (508) 867-5525.
o iy ’ I . STONEBRIDGE PRESS *Loki’s adoption fee has been generously paid for by a donor*
55. Trigonometric function (774) 200-7308

58.

59

62

Hunting expedition

. Doomed queen Boleyn
60.
61.

Peyton’s little brother
Type of wrap

. Scottish tax
63.
64,

Soviet Socialist Republic

An increase in price or value

. Where you entered the

world (abbr.)

35. Unit of length

43,
44,
45.
47.
48.
49.

52

. Side that is sheltered from

the wind

. More (Spanish)
. Autonomic nervous system
. Violent troublemakers,

originally in Paris

Suspends from above
Popular types of cigars

Girls

U.S. philosopher and logician
Nocturnal hoofed animal
Relaxing spaces

. From a distance

“Upon determining it to be safe, they cleared the elementary
school and students returned to LES without incident.”
Added Kustigian, “I would like to thank the Leicester Fire
and Police Departments for their continued partnership and
for helping to keep our students safe. They are always there
when we need them, and I am grateful for their partnership.”
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$38,000, Crouch Rd, Corriveau,
Brian J, to Parker, Aaron.

WEST BROOKFIELD

$410,000, 82 N Main St, Coholan,
Matthew D, to Speroni, Richard A,
and Speroni, Beverly S.

$384,000, 15 Chapman Ave,
Federal Natl Mtg Assn, to Lindsey,
Jessica.

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Loki - This handsome gentleman is a
great dog, a true adventure buddy who loves
his walks and outside time but will also come
back inside for a well deserved nap on his bed/
blanket. Here’s the thing, Loki has become

self-preserving behavior around most new peo-
ple - he is just unsure. So, when you come into
the shelter please consider giving him a while to
get to know you - come for a walk with him and
the Adoption staff, bring some cookies, and be
prepared for a few visits before he gets used to
your company before a deeper connection can be made. This is also something
to remember in home because he won’t appreciate new people coming to visit.
Loki is such a good boy and being in the shelter has made him frustrated but
we know his perfect person is out there! He also should be the only pet in the

%, Second Chance Animal Services
% www.secondchanceanimals.org [Ki

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

julie@villagernewspapers.com
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Llectric vebicle mandate at issue in local budgeting

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE —1In
the course of this year’s
budget presentation
March 4, Town Admin-
istrator Robin Grimm
brought up an issue that
will likely affect all area
communities.

Starting with model
year 2026 (that is, later
this year), the state is re-
quiring many municipal
trucks be electric. Her
budget seeks to buy a new
truck this year for the
DPW (plus an ambulance)
and has others upcoming
for future years.

The problem, she and
others noted, is that “the
technology has not caught
up” with what they’re
needed for. Towns gener-
ally lack the infrastruc-
ture to run them or store
them indoors, and they
don’t run well in winter.

“The vehicles them-
selves are not ready
to handle the kinds of
storms where we're out
45-50 hours (for plowing),”
Grimm said. “You have to
take them off the road ear-
lier, and that means you
need more trucks.”

For now, though, she’s
aiming to get in line to
buy one of the remain-
ing diesel trucks, and will
keep the old one it replac-
es instead of selling it at
auction. She said Stur-
bridge is lucky to have an
early Special Town Meet-
ing (the same night as the
annual in April), since
it might enable the town
to get its order in before
communities who have to
walit for next year’s bud-
get to start in July.

Finance Director Bar-
bara Barry agreed, say-
ing the Mass Municipal

Association “is working
to get (this requirement)
delayed because of the is-
sues Robin said.”

So did Finance Com-
mittee chair Kevin Smith,
who said, “Even though
we’re mandated to buy
them, they don’t exist.”
Another speaker predict-
ed the Legislature will
end up delaying the rule.

On Nov 5, MMA's Web
site noted the state al-
ready has delayed it once;
it was slated to start last
year. It’s online at https://
www.mma.org/massdep-
adjusts-emissions-rules-
for-medium-and-heavy-
duty-trucks/.

“MassDEP announced
that it will exercise en-
forcement discretion
to exempt vehicles pur-
chased by state and local
agencies for snow plow-
ing, snow removal, and
street sweeping purposes
from ACT manufacturer
compliance requirements
for model years 2025 and
2026, MMA stated. “...
State and local govern-
ment agencies must sub-
mit written requests to
MassDEP and manufac-
turers or their authorized
dealerships detailing the
make, model, model year,
and number of vehicles
to be purchased. Mass-
DEP will make a deter-
mination as to whether
enforcement discretion is
allowable for the proposed
purchase, and will com-
municate its decision to
the requesting agency and
the manufacturer.”

The same page notes,
“In Massachusetts, for
model year 2025, the rule
requires 7 percent ZEV
(Zero Emission Vehicle)
sales in classes 2b-3, 11
percent in classes 4-8;

and 7 percent for tractors
classes 7-8.” According
to Wikipedia, Class 2b
“light duty” starts at 8501
pounds; Classes 3-6 “medi-
um duty” run from 10,001-
26,000 pounds; and Class-
es 7-8 “heavy duty” are up
to 80,000 pounds.

Grimm said that is-
sue is just one this year’s
budget faces. Fiscally, the
town is looking at a re-
tirement system hike of
16.7 percent, plus a health
insurance hike averag-
ing 16.1 percent over last
year’s rise (9.9 percent
for active employees, but
more than 20 percent for
retirees). The total budget
increase this year is about
$1.5 million, 45 percent of
it “for those uncontrolla-
ble costs,” she said. Gen-
eral government salaries,
by contrast, make up 12
percent of the increase,
although they’re only ris-
ing 2 percent.

Grimm said Sturbridge
“is not a big enough pool
to take the risk of self-in-
suring,” but she wants
to look into plan changes
and may consider bidding
out insurance next year,
depending on union nego-
tiations.

At the same time, state
aid is only rising 0.6 per-
cent, and she noted Stur-
bridge only gets the min-
imum for education aid
($100 per pupil). Overall,
department requests ex-
ceeded income projections
by about $815,000, and that
required Grimm and Bar-
ry to do some things they
said they normally do not
want to do to balance the
budget. Among them are
cutting two part-time jobs,
eliminating two cruisers
(they’ll buy one with free
cash), buying a bus with

Flea market & craft fair
to benefit May House
restoration

LEICESTER — A flea market and craft fair will take place on Saturday, March 29,
at the Leicester Senior Center.
The event will benefit the May House restoration project. If you would like to
participate in the fair as a vendor, tables are $30 each.
Setup on the day of the fair will begin at 8 a.m. Show hours will run from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. The fair will provide the perfect opportunity for area residents to find items
for spring and Mother’s Day.
For more information about the event, send an email to: diane_calvano@yahoo.

com.
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SPRING INTO SELLING OR BUYING

invites you to this open house to meet the
following professionals to answer all your
questions about buying or selling.
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free cash, cutting police
and fire overtime. She’s
also seeking to buy an am-
bulance with Ambulance
Stabilization funds and
free cash, and she noted
the fire department is al-
ready seeking two major
vehicles next year. Some
other changes shifted cer-
tain costs into revolving
funds that had been in the
general budget (typically
in the health department,
regarding the landfill).
Regarding free cash
usage, Smith objected,
noting that’s essentially
using it “to pay operating
expenses to balance the
budget.” Grimm agreed,
saying she’d rather have
things like cruisers in the
budget because they’re
regular needs. Many
towns do use free cash for
such purchases, but the

amount of free cash var-
ies annually.

She added that part
of this year’s budgeting
issue is the fact it’s ear-
lier. The state has “no
urgency to have a budget
balanced and out to us,”
and sometimes doesn’t
even approve one until
the fall. (Towns usually
base theirs on the Gover-
nor’s proposal, because it
comes out fairly early in
January)

“We’re not in distress,
just not in as good a shape
as we’ve been,” she said.
“.. We don’t feel good
about how we had to do it,
but we held the line,” not-
ing the actual budget in-
crease is the same as last
year’s, 3.6 percent.

One concern going
forward, though, is that
hotel/motel and food tax-

es have basically been
“flat for years” excluding
covid, Grimm added. The
town has largely built-out
its commercial zone and
has shown no interest in
multiple such areas, so
there’s “not a lot of places
for major commercial/in-
dustrial growth” and only
a little population growth.

To Smith, “We’re get-
ting close to spending
more than we earn. This
year, we're covering it ...
but it seems we’re at that
tipping point” if costs
keep rising. He noted a 3.6
percent budget hike isn’t
bad, but “we’re not get-
ting 3.6 percent increase
in revenue.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

PEPI

N§

Spri

10-15-20 Yd.

—
ViIsA

WASTE SERVICE ‘ ——
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

ng

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

Houses

Fully Insured

=

Doors

Affordable™
Windows &

| =

HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 +

company, inc.| We Deliver
Throughout
g New England |
SAT. 91 —

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292

T

BEE - Elevate Slider
13 B = Price includes:

BL I i Ultrex Threshold
e ah Clad Maintenance |
B au Free Exterior

f M q Handle Set

D T - b Low E Argon Gas

$1888*"

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
Ends March 31st, 2025 _#

MARVIN

60x80 » 72x80

BARGAIN BAY

LARGE STOCK
SELECTION

Visit our
Online Bargain Bay

FREE

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS March 31st, 2025

:...Best Price! Best Selection! Best Service!




4

SPENCER NEW LEADER

o Friday, March 14, 2025

OBITUARIES

Gertrude “Gerty” B. O’Coin, 97

West Brookfield -
Gertrude “Gerty” B.
O’Coin, 97, of West

Brookfield, passed
away on Friday
morning, February

28, 2025, with her
family by her side.
Gertrude leaves her
son, Paul R. O’Coin
and his wife, Kathleen, of Millbury; her
daughter; Elaine M. Courtemanche and
her husband, Barry, of West Brookfield;
her daughter, Jeanine A. Morgan and
her companion, Donald, of Little River,
SC; her daughter, Joanne F. Frederick
and her husband, Lot, of Sturbridge;
her son, Francis L. O’Coin and his
companion, Chanel, of Brooklyn, CT;
her daughter, Amy L. Gilman and her
husband, Martin, of Southport, NC;
as well as her 15 grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren. She was prede-
ceased by her beloved husband of 67
years, Roland L. O’Coin; her brother,
Francis “Gilbert” Messier; and by her
sisters, Dolores Richards and Yvonne
Valley. She was born in Cambridge,
daughter of the late Francoise X. and
Alberta (Bouley) Messier.

Gertrude lived the majority of her
life in Spencer, where she and Roland
would begin building their lives togeth-
er. In her 97 years, Gertrude was able
to experience and enjoy much of life’s
offerings. As a seamstress, she was
instrumental in fabricating weighted
blankets for children with autism at
the Devereux School in Rutland. She

enjoyed crocheting, and everyone,
at one point or another, received an
afghan or some other hand made item
from Meme. She was also a “master”
wallpaper installer.

Family was everything to Gertrude.
She attended every athletic event that
she could, and was so proud of all her
children’s and grandchildren’s accom-
plishments. Family gatherings were
most special to her. Gerty had her
favorites for sure, her boys, but she
always had enough love to go around
for all of her children, grandchildren,
friends, and extended family.

Gerty was an especially competi-
tive card player, who loved playing the
“Long Game”, which made her chil-
dren cringe. She loved the time she
was able to spend playing cards with
her family at Quaboag Rehab in West
Brookfield, generally winning as she
was the “luckiest” card player.

She will be loved and missed by many.

A Calling Hour for Gertrude was
held Friday, March 7, 2025, from 9:30am
to 10:30am in Varnum Funeral Home,
43 East Main Street in West Brookfield.
A Graveside Service was held follow-
ing the calling hour, in Worcester
County Memorial Park Cemetery in
Paxton. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Care
Center Activities Fund, 47 East Main
Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585.
Varnum Funeral Home is honored to
serve the O’Coin family.
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Bring your family’s memorial back to its
original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
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Specializing In:

Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated °
1500 Main St.e
Leo Pepin Jr. « Chantelle Pepin
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Garden longer with less
muscle strain and fatlgue

That first full day in
the garden may find you
tired, sunburned, and
stiff. Whether you are a
young or young-at-heart
gardener, include some
strategies to help extend
your enjoyment and
reduce fatigue and mus-
cle strain so you can keep
gardening longer each
day and for years to come.

No matter your age,
it’s important to protect
your joints when garden-
ing. Use a kneeler pad
or knee pads to protect
your knees. Knee pads
secured to your legs allow
you to conveniently and
comfortably protect your
knees as you move from
one garden bed to anoth-
er.

If you need help kneel-
ing, consider a garden
kneeler with handles.
The handles provide
needed support when
kneeling and standing
up. The ones that can be
flipped over and used as
a garden bench provide
double the benefit. The
seating position reduces
bending and helps mini-
mize the need to kneel.

Elevating your gar-
den can also help. It is a
great way to save space
and eliminate the need
to bend when planting,
weeding, and harvesting.
Elevated gardens and
raised beds also offer a
place to garden where
planting space is limit-
ed or nonexistent. You’ll
enjoy planting and har-
vesting with minimal
weeding needed. Just be
sure to monitor soil mois-
ture and water as needed.
Use self-watering con-
tainers, add irrigation or
employ water-extending
products to help lengthen
the time between water-
ing.

Further expand plant-
ing options by dressing
up walls, fences, and more
with vertical gardens.
Monitor soil moisture in
wall-mounted gardens
regularly as many have
limited soil that dries out

quickly.
Clean and sharpen
your tools, including

pruning equipment, dig-
ging and weeding tools.
This allows you to make

Melinda Myers

Kneeler pads provide comfort and protection for knees

cuts more easily and dig
into the soil and weed
with less effort.

Consider investing in

GARDEN

MELINDA
MYERS

MOMENTS

dening is a workout and
often involves different
motions and muscles
than other exercises.
Always warm up your
muscles and do a bit of
stretching before get-
ting out in the garden.

Enlist the help of
wheeled carts and
wagons to move plants,
mulch, soil, and other
heavy loads. Don’t be
afraid to break heavy

ergonomic tools designed
for comfort to help pro-
long your time in the gar-
den. Select lightweight
tools with non-slip com-
fortable grip handles
aligned to keep your
wrist extension straight,
which helps reduce mus-
cle strain.

Use pruners with ratch-
eting, compound, or Dual
Link action for more
cutting power with less
effort. You’ll be able to
spend more time pruning
with less muscle strain
and fatigue. Consider
investing in shovels with
an anti-skid plate above
the blade, providing more
foot support for more dig-
ging power. Or retrofit
an existing shovel with
a commercially available
anti-skid foot plate.

Don’t overlook the
importance of protect-
ing your hands as well
when gardening. Quality
gardening gloves provide
support and protection
when digging, planting,
pruning, and more.

Start with some pre-
season training. Every
gardener Kknows gar-

loads into smaller

batches or ask for help.
You’ll spare your muscles
and probably save time in
the long run.

Wear a pair of safety
glasses to protect your
eyes and don’t forget the
sunscreen. Take frequent
breaks and drink plenty
of water.

Preseason planning
and preparation can
help reduce muscle
strain as the garden sea-
son begins. You’ll boost
your enjoyment and be
able to garden longer.

Melinda Myers has
written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, Revised
Edition, and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and
the nationally syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ESTABLISHED 1963 € 7=
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
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CLEAN OUT .
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No job too gmall'ﬂ’

House Clean Outs ° Junk Removal
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Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Mage
Call Ckip Gervaig

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

R. Barnes & Sons
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* Cesspool Pumping
e Title V Certification
e Portable Toilet Rentals
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Batteries &

Free w/oil change

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA
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Check Engine Light
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ISITE CAN VA

MARINIE
Tops * Interiors * Covers

*Clear Plastic Replacement
*Custom Pontoon Seat Cover
* Cox Pit & Bow Covers
* Seats Reupholster
* Wood Replacements ® Mooring Covers

508-867-8072
onsitecanvas@yahoo.com
Google Us
45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
e Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Rental

e Lot Clearing

e Storm Clean-up

e Astroturf For Sale

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

e Firewood $265/cord (2 cord mm)

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
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Young’s

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Free Estimates B-E-B

Service

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358
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Juniors NAMED TO HONOR . Leicester Garden Club
ROLL AT BAY PATH kicks off 2025 season

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical School congratu-

lates the following students in grade 11 on being named to the honor roll for the
second quarter of the 2024-2025 school year. Mar Ch 1 2

High Honors

Helena Rowan Adkins, Addison Emily Aho, Vincent Paul Bedard, David LEICESTER — The Leicester Garden Club meets for the first meeting of 2025 at the
Betancur, Isabella Aria Bitar, Dominic Dewayne Boyd, Brianna Livia Brink, [ ejcester Senior Center, 40 Winslow Ave., on March 12 at 7 p.m.
Liam Michael Carlson, Aiden Matthew Coleman, Emily Ann Corey; Jacob Thefirst meeting of the year will feature Jennifer Forman Orth, Ph.D., Environmental
William Creeron, Jocelyn Elizabeth Evans, Jordan Mariah Ferreira, Jayla Biologist with the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources. The pro-
Marie Fowler, Aliyah Marie Gonyea, Luke Robert Heller, Natalie Rose Ingles,  gram is “Dealing with Invasive Plants and What to Know and What to Watch Out For.”
Joshua William Irons, Ayden Matthew Kennedy, Samuel Arjun Kittredge, The club meets usually the second Wednesday of the month at the Senior Center. The

Phoebe Alyson Lawendowski, Miranda Kate Linde, Cullen Gregory MacLeod,  club has many interesting speakers and demonstrations during the year. In June, the
Ava Rose Mastrototaro, Felix Casey Menard, Alexis McGee Messina, Alexis  club has a plant sale. We welcome anyone interested to attend.

Paige Moody, Mariah Lynn Pereira, Kayliegh Jean Ramm, Nathan Alexander
Rouille Montoya, Jordan Joyce Russell, Luke William Smolski, Anne Turcotte,

Esmerelda Velez, Haylee Marie Zurowski S C h 00 l D Z Styfz Ct te anis Z tl] 10(: 1/ l

Honors
Bayleigh Alexis Abdella, Adrianna Nataly Alicea, Jacob John Archambault,
Violet Renee Aucella, Emma Theresa Baldyga, Rhianna Anne Balliet, Logan

Amanda Barriere, Arianna Rose Belanger, Megan Lucy Bell, Emma Nicole ﬂ”t]j 07/‘fb7/’ wmfks l? OP Y4 7/'2 [A)

Berry, Ryan Michael Berthiaume, Edward Stephen Blash, Aleah Claire Brink,
Dominic Raymond Brodeur, Lucien Stephen Brodeur, Alissa Lynn Burlingame, L : ) :
Samue_l Elia Ceppetel_li, Lily Sabina Chartier, Nat_han Louis Chenevert, 11.15}31;5&8:? Ff,‘me RTll(liegg‘ glggi‘ggl;vgloégen s Club will meet on Wednesday, March 19, at
Frederick James Cierpich, Ellie Rose Clark, Charles Mlqhael Congdon, Hunter The program will feature Wayne Tuiskula, who specializes in antiques apprais-
Matthew Coombs, Maxton Anthony Cournoyer, Valentina Ashley Culberson, s : :
. . - als. Club members may bring in one item for appraisal.
Brody Lawrence Cunningham, Connor Anthony Czechowski, Joseph Michael The cost of the luncheon is $22 per person
Daige, Myiah Kiara DeLaRosa, Treyton Joseph Dery, Cody Daniel Dombroski, To reserve your spot, call Linda at 508-330-9250 by Friday, March 14. Guests and new

Savannah Jane Dubois, Christopher Michael Dufresne, Grace Elizabeth :
Dumas, Yandel Feliciano, Ethan Alexander Ford, Rylee Rose Fulmine, Riley members are always welcome. Please call ahead to make your reservations.

Morgan Gilmore, Aiden Mark Giroux-Provencher, Anthony Mark Gonya, * * SEND l lS
Molly Elizabeth Grant, Kylie Dorothy Greska, Liam Wayne Hesselton, Lillian Eastern Smdent JUha TI’ aanI‘

Elaine Horneer, Grace Winifred Huehls, Hannah Jean Ingalls, Nicholas

Edward Jalbert, Christian Michael Johnson, Zackery Collin Kelleher, Allison Of Rochdale lnducted IIltO YO U R

Hemenway Klar, Cassie Lee Kotomski, Marshall Thmas Lafond, Nia Mya

Laforest, Joel Carlos Landor, Zachary Raymond Landry, Nicolas Sebastian :

Londono, Michael Anthony Lulu, Mia Marie Lussier, Lucas Scott Lyons, Philipos Omlcr On Delta Kappa hOIlOI'

Anasta_sio Makrodimitras, Emily Je_an Mchnald, Avery _Lynn McLaughlin, SOCie ty NEWS! ! !

Sebastian Luke Moniz, Gianna Marie Morelli, Chase Patrick Newman, Liam
Macrae Nicoll, Sebastian Alexander Nieuwenhoff, Connor James O’Brien,
Matthew Thomas Obrycki, Kelsey Lynn Olson, Cole Henry Paradis, Maddox
James Parente, Niti Nilesh Patel, Amari Audrey Pereira, Adam Jason Phaneuf, WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Thirty-one students and
Jacob Paul Pratt, Grace Elizabeth Retallic, Taylor Lynn Richard, Sawyer Luke two faculty members at Eastern Connecticut State
Schultz, Jaxon Russell Sitko, Alexander Charles Skladzien, Nathan Adam  University were inducted into Eastern’s chapter of the
Steen, Gaige Charles Thompson, Josiah Felix Torres, Yandel Omar Torres,  Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK) Leadership Honor Society
Thadaeus Boadi Tweneboa, Sebastian Paul Vargas, Natalie Helen Vigeant, Ava on March 2 in the Student Center Betty Tipton Room.

Quiyn Wall, Hunter Earl White, Trey Stephen Wilkin, Noah Williamson The inductees were chosen based on their commitment
to leadership within the campus and in their own com-
Principal’s List munities.
Sarah Rebecca Appiah Kubi, Alexander Tyr Audunsson, Victoria Rose Among the inductees was Julia Trainor of Rochdale, a
Bachand, William Stephen Blash, Dimitri Anthony Burtt, Thomas Patrick  junior majoring in English.
Choquet, Abigail Taylor Dejong, Carla Janely Diaz, Max Andrew Domineck, Eastern Connecticut State University is the state

Nathan Robert Dube, Matthew Aaron Falcigno, Leia Marie Foster, Anna Rosa ~ of Connecticut’s public liberal arts university, serving
Guay, Sadie Lynn Hawley, Joshua Liam Jeffers, Callie Mae Lambert, Jomar De upwards of 4,000 students annually on its Willimantic
Jesus Landor, Gabrielle Ruth Lapan, Michael Wayne Lapointe, Elyse Louise campus. A residential campus offering 41 majors and

Laramie, Carlos Rafael Liriano, Alyssa Ivellisse Lopez, Matthew Jams Lopez, 68 minqrs, Eastern offgers studgnts a strong liberal arts
Mystic Leigh Marion, Madeline Beverly McDonald-Trimby, Brandon Raymond foundatlo_n. grounded in a variety of applied lgar.mn.g HQWS@
McGlone, Eli Mitchell, Kyle Joseph Mondor, David Antonio Morales, Tyson opportunities. Ranked among the top 25 public insti-

Joseph Moriarty, Jackson Ryan Mullins, Benjamin Francis Nocchi, Jeremiah tutions in the North by U.S. News & World Report in b . d
Betsaleel Noel, Samuel Joseph Prefontaine, Leah Jane Raymond, Samantha  its 2024-25 Best Colleges ratings, Eastern has also been Stone Il ge
Jeanne Reseigh, Brent Michael Robidoux, Kiarelis Ester Rodriguez, Vincent = awarded ‘Green Campus’ status by the Princeton Review

Timothy Rose, Wyatt Glenn Snay, Elias Manuel Vega, Ethan John Wall, 15 years in a row. For more information, visit www.east- press.news
Harrison Riley Wilson ernct.edu.
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (®) JEWELERS™ EAE
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA . & al'lton Oil

morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250 Préopane
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i I
of Beef Available! 570 Summer St. 1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
To purchase your meat packages  FFVIRTIN] 978-355-4333 508-892-9276 508-867-9567
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EDITORIAL
This
moment
will never
come
again

It’s easy to rush through the day, to
get caught up in schedules, responsi-
bilities, and the endless loop of what’s
next. But the moment you are in right
now will never happen again. It will
pass, just like all the ones before it, and
once it’s gone, you don’t get it back.

We think we have time. But the
truth is, life isn’t a dress rehearsal.
This is it. The way you show up today;,
the way you treat people, the way you
spend your time, it all matters, because
every single second is a version of life
you’ll never live again.

Some moments seem small standing
in line at the store, a conversation with
a friend, a quiet drive home. But even
that matters. Every interaction, every
choice, every seemingly unremarkable
moment adds up to the story of your
life. Are you making it a story you’ll be
proud of ?

It’s not about perfection, it’s about
presence. It’s about choosing to be
where you are, instead of always look-
ing ahead to where you think you
should be. It’s about speaking up when
something needs to be said, reaching
out when someone needs you, and ap-
preciating the good that exists right
now, even if it’s not the moment you
expected.

If today were the last time you had
this exact moment, how would you
show up for it? Would you listen more?
Laugh harder? Say the thing you’ve
been holding back? Would you let the
small stuff go and focus on what actu-
ally matters?

The seconds are already slipping by.
Make them count.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@ — B3 -
stonebridgepress.news < W™

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Make it make sense

To the Editor:

Ukraine actually made a law ban-
ning negotiation with Vladimir Putin.
If you wonder why;, it is because Putin
has violated every single one of the
last 25 agreements he signed. Under
Bush #43, we were signers with Putin
that, in return for Ukraine giving up
the world’s third largest nuclear arse-
nal, we all guaranteed that their bor-
ders were permanent and would never
be breached. It is called the Minsk
Accords.

Not only is Putin not keeping out
of Ukraine; he keeps biting off big-
ger chunks. Not only have we done
little to enforce the agreement, we are
now abandoning a democracy fight-
ing Communism. When I say aban-
doning, I mean deporting the wives
and children, safely off the battlefield,
withholding not just more munitions,
but now the technical support that
has been their lifeblood. That killed
hundreds of Ukraine soldiers yester-
day. Today [as I write this], Trump has
posted that Russia (who is pounding
Ukraine at this moment), is much eas-
ier to deal with than Ukraine.

The amount we spend on our mil-
itary is more than the next highest
spenders combined. We have fought
against the spread of Communism
in Korea and Vietnam, and Ronald
Reagan presided over the breakup of
the USSR. If we are no longer the
bulwark and defender of democracy, I
expect Musk to start its destruction (I
think he already has) soon.

If we do not take our country back
soon, I doubt I will live long enough to
see its greatness restored. I won’t say
there is not fraud everywhere, or that
it should not be cut out, but not with
chainsaws and hand grenades. USAID,
started by JFK to alleviate starvation,
famine and suffering, has been doing
that and more, and the outreach has
eliminated fertile ground to recruit
terrorists The farmers who grew
that food, and proudly display signs

on their barns saying “We feed the
world” have invested in the equipment
that was mandated to be suppliers. I
wonder how many will close or be
bankrupted for having made this com-
mitment No need to worry  While
we are evicting immigrants, Elon and
the Don, plan to import South African
white farmers.

We have slashed the National Park
Service’s $3.5 billion budget that
returns $55 billion a year revenue. We
have saved the half billion that oper-
ated the consumer protection agency,
that returned $18 billion to consumers
last year.

The most foul sham I have ever seen
was put upon us at the Trump speech
to congress where only Fox cameras
and directors were allowed. He intro-
duced a young man who has survived
brain cancer for the last five years.
That happened because of Joe Bidens
war on cancer. Elon shut it down last
week.

if Rep. Al Greene had not caused
a disruption of Trumps speech,
you likely would not have seen so
many Dems at all dressed in pink
to protest the shutdown of cancer
research. When the young man was
introduced, Fox probably convinced
you that Trump had something to do
with his survival by making him a
Secret Service Officer. What Fox did
not show were the Dems who cheered
Louder and longer and waved protest
signs supporting cancer research and
treatment.

The ultimate insult to intelligence,
is how many duped Republicans post-
ed how rotten that the Dems did not
cheer for him. It will be hard to
choose between the outrageous acts
of this administration that will lead
to demonstrations and riots, but mark
my words, the Cheeto is looking to
declare martial law to complete his
quest to match the power Orban and
Putin have

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Is there a cliff ahead of us?

To the Editor:

“It is easier to fool people
than to convince them they’ve been
fooled.” — Mark Twain

Misinformation, if repeat-
ed enough, can provide the illusion
of truth. For example, lemmings (a
rodent species) are often depicted rac-
ing to and falling over a cliff in what
appears to be a case of mass suicide.
Lemmings do not commit suicide, but
it makes a great analogy for people
who follow the wrong leadership to
their doom. Many Republicans still
insist that rampant fraud during the
2020 election resulted in Trump losing
the election. However, about 60 law-
suits have failed to produce any proof
of widespread voter fraud sufficient
to change the results.

In his 2025 State of the Union

Address, Trump quoted government
databases listing 4.7 million people
aged 100 to 109, 3.6 million ages 110 to
119, 3.47 million ages 120 to 129, 3.9 mil-
lion ages 130 to 139, 3.5 million from
age 140 to 149, 1.3 million from age 150
to 159, and over 130,000 over the age
of 160 (up to 360 years old). Trump
then claims that money is being paid
to many of them, but he does not pro-
vide proof that a single person over
120 years of age is currently receiving
Social Security support. This sounds
very familiar - so-called widespread
fraud based on very questionable
information. In keeping with the lem-
mings analogy, is that a cliff ahead of
us?
Davipb W. BROWN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Democrats’ pathetic behavior

To the Editor:

It’squite obviousthatnomatter what
President Trump does as President,
most, if not all, Democrats will never
be satisfied with his accomplishments
so far. The proof was never more evi-
dent than their pathetic behavior at
the March 4 Presidential address to
the nation.

At the beginning of his speech,
President Trump acknowledged the
Democratic contingent most likely
wouldn’t applaud anything he’s done.
They only proved him right.

Democrats in attendance refused to
acknowledge the families of victims
of illegal immigrant murders, such
as Laken Riley and Jocelyn Nungaray.
Basically, nonexistent immigration
policies of the previous Democrat
administration allowed these & other
serious crimes to happen.

The pathetic Democratic behavior
didn’t stop there. President Trump
acknowledged a high school senior,
Jason Hartley from California, whose
father, grandfather, & great grand-
father had all served in the armed
forces. Jason, a six-letter varsity ath-
lete with a GPA of 4.46, dreamed of
attending the US Military Academy
at West Point. President Trump sur-
prised Jason with the news that he
was accepted into West Point. While
Republicans applauded this good
news, Democrats stood silent, disre-

spectfully refusing to acknowledge
Jason’s accomplishment.

But the worst showing of disre-
spect by all the Democrats was when
President Trump announced that DJ
Daniel, a 13-year-old battling termi-
nal brain cancer, was honored as an
honorary member of the U.S. Secret
Service. Despite being given just
five months to live in 2018, Daniel
has defied the odds for seven years,
continuing to chase his dreams of
being a law enforcement officer. Once
again, no respectful response from the
Democrats.

As one news host on his show
stated, “I only hope that none of the
Democrats in attendance are on the
“Make a Wish Foundation” commit-
tee. Sorry DJ, you’re not going to
Disney World, you're going to die.
Get your affairs in order.” While sar-
castically saying this, the news host
accurately stated the behavior of the
Democrats.

On this national stage, Democrats
showed they’re acting like spoiled
children who are not getting what they
wanted, & will react in any incorrigi-
ble way possible, even disrespecting
13-year-old cancer survivors & young
adults who want to serve our country.
Have they no shame?

JOHN SHOCIK
CHERRY VALLEY

wivwe.StonebridgePress.com

Don’t lose
track of

financial
ACCoUnts

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

For years, people save and invest in
401(k) plans, IRAs and other financial
accounts. They wouldn’t lose track of
this money, would they?

You might be surprised. About one
in seven people has unclaimed cash or
property, totaling billions of dollars,
according to the National Association
of Unclaimed Property Administrators.

People lose track of their money
for a variety of reasons: They change
jobs and forget about their retirement
accounts; they move and leave no for-
warding address; they change names
and don’t notify former employers; or
their employers go out of business or
merge with another company.

Whatever the reason, losing tabs on
accounts that could be worth thousands
of dollars is never a good thing. What
can you do to avoid suffering this type
of loss?

Here are a few suggestions:

Maintain good records. Keep records
of all your financial, investment and
retirement accounts — and let a family
member know where these records are
kept.

Keep a manageable number of finan-
cial accounts. The fewer bank and bro-
kerage accounts you have, the easier
it will be to keep track of everything.
You might even want to consolidate
accounts when possible.

Report your change of address.
Whenever you move, contact your
financial services providers and any
former employers with whom you may
have retirement accounts.

Report name changes. If you change
your name, notify new and old 401(k)
plan administrators, banks, brokerages
and any other institution connected to
your money.

Manage retirement accounts when
you change jobs. If you leave your job,
you might be able to leave your 401(k)
behind with your old employer. But if
you do, keep track of it. On the other
hand, you could roll your old plan into
your new employer’s plan or into an
IRA.

Inform your financial professional
about all your accounts. If you work
with a financial professional, they can
help you track your accounts, so inform
them of all past and present IRAs and
401(k)s or similar employer-sponsored
plans.

So far, we've looked at ways you
can prevent losing track of financial
accounts. But can you do anything if
you suspect you've already left some
money behind?

If you think you’ve lost tabs on an
IRA, you can check old tax returns
and bank statements to help you track
your contributions and find the name
of the financial provider that held your
account. If it’s a 401(k), you can contact
your old employer’s plan administrator.

You can get some help from other
sources, too. The Department of Labor
recently launched a retirement savings
lost-and-found database (lostandfound.
dol.gov)

that can help you find pension or
401(k) plans connected to your Social
Security number. For a stray IRA, you
can check unclaimed.org, the website of
the National Association of Unclaimed
Property Administrators. And for vari-
ous other sources of money — including
uncashed checks from corporations and
financial institutions, inactive broker-
age accounts and unclaimed safe depos-
it boxes — you can check MissingMoney:.
com, the unclaimed property Web site
of the National Association of State
Treasurers.

These sites offer no guarantees of
finding your lost or missing accounts
or other sources of money, so you still
may have to do your own sleuthing.
But as the old saying goes, “an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure”
— which, in this case, means you’ll
help yourself greatly by tracking your
accounts from beginning to end.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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I ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump’s attack on Zelenskyy

To the Editor:

After seeing what took
place at the White House
on Feb. 28 between Trump,
Vance and President
Zelenskyy, I am appalled,
sickened and angry.

President Zelenskyy
came to the US to ask for
help. Instead, he was met
by rudeness and ignorance
from Trump and Vance.

In typical Trump style,
two against one, they tried to
break President Zelenskyy
by trying to kick a man that
was already down.

But, President Zelenskyy
held his own and stood

strong because he will do
whatever it takes to save
the Ukraine and its people.
Don’t you wish that the USA
had a president like that?

Instead, we have someone
who is more concerned with
stealing the crown off the
Burger King in order to rule
his cult than he is about the
people of the USA.

Trump has said of
American war veterans that
they are “losers, cowards
and suckers.” The truth is
that Trump is the loser, cow-
ard and sucker!

NOREEN FERNANDES
WEST BROOKFIELD

Funhouse mirrors

To the Editor:

Junior high school teach-
ers have very challenging
jobs. Successful ones know
all too well it is not just
your subject you teach but,
in your position, you help
build character at the most
impressionable age. I cer-
tainly took that part of my
job as seriously as my sub-
ject matter. I would always
use the analogy of a mir-
ror. In my later years of
teaching, I would include
a discussion that involved
the importance of looking
inward. My introduction
as to how was simply to
say, “When you get up in
the morning or go to bed
at night, look into the mir-
ror. If you ‘like’ that per-
son looking back, you will
always know that you are
on the right track.” That
would always get them
thinking and I really do
think it helped children
want to be better. Of course,
I knew that my job every
day was to practice what I
preached or that message
would never take hold.

That was then. This is
Now.

That message would
always assume that my
students had a compass
to work with. They would
have to believe that hones-
ty, integrity, empathy... you
know, all those elements
that were supposed to go
together for good character
to exist in the first place,
was something important
to have. That mirror had to
reflect truth and goodness.

Now, we are living in a
world of mirrors that, by
design, bend and distort
truth, deflect empathy, and
hide the path that always
before led to good charac-
ter. We are in a new world
of funhouse mirrors, but
“fun” is nowhere in that
picture.

How do teachers explain
to students now, if you
are even allowed, why cer-
tain innocent people are
being abused?! How do you
explain that people who lit-
erally stormed the Capitol
on Jan. 6, 2021, maimed and
killed police officers, put up
a hang-man’s noose for VP
Pence, damaged and stole
property, and literally left
urine, feces, and trash in
their wake have been par-
doned, lauded, and even
venerated by the POTUS?!
How do you explain to them
why it’s okay to round up
those desperate people

they call “illegals,” the vast
majority of which have no
criminal connections, and
place them in camps to be
thrown out of our country
without knowing why they
fled their own? How do you
justify to them that some
of their own friends who
are LGBTQIA are no longer
recognized as equals and
their rights are beginning
to be stripped away? How
do you explain to children
that they will no longer
have access to the beauti-
ful parks in our country
because Park Rangers jobs
have been taken? How in
the world do you explain
why a multi-billionaire is
firing people with no right
to do so at the behest of
the president? How will
you explain to them why
the special needs students
will no longer be helped?
What do you say when the
contributions of black
Americans are no longer
recognized? What will you
say to them when they treat
trans kids with disdain
and even abuse when they
simply mimic what leader-
ship is doing? How will you
justify the fact that a girl
they may well know who
was raped will now have
to carry the child of her
rapist to term because the
rights their mothers and
grandmothers fought for no
longer exist? How do you
teach the truths of History,
or Civics, or Science when
doing so comes with the
potential loss of your job?
How do you teach them to
look in that mirror when
so many people with power
deliberately lie to save their
own skin, knowing that
what they are saying is lit-
erally destroying the fiber
of democracy and tearing
us apart as a functioning
society?

How in the world does a
teacher, or a parent for that
matter, ever begin to help a
child understand how to be
a good human being of good
character in this country
now?

How will we all feel when
the students we teach have
only those distorted fun-
house mirrors in which to
view the world... and even-
tually, themselves?

That time is coming. If
you don’t recognize it, you
are already looking in one.

Are you having fun?

ERIC VON BLEICKEN
WEST BROOKFIELD

Meatless Meals Roundup

Still searching for
creative and tasty meat-
less meals to serve this
season? Read on for a
second compilation of
delicious dishes - sans
the meat.

And remember read-
ers, your hints will put
you in the running for
a fabulous three course
dinner for two at the
Publick House!

*%

A reader suggested
this meatless favorite
that is quick, easy, and
a tried and true favorite
during Lent.

An inexpensive recipe
for Lent is frozen piero-
gis w/potato or cheese
or fresh pierogis (some
of the churches make
them) with sautéed
onions & mushrooms.

Jean Ciesluk
%%

Mock Crabmeat and
Artichoke Casserole
Rich, filling and deli-
cious, this recipe, mak-
ing the rounds on the
internet, is a five star
favorite!

Ingredients: 8 ounces
uncooked small shell
pasta; 2 tablespoons
butter; 6 green onions,
chopped; 2 tablespoons
all-purpose flour; 1 cup
half-and-half; 1 tea-
spoon dry mustard; %
teaspoon ground red
pepper; salt and black
pepper; % cup shredded
Swiss cheese, divided; 1
(8 ounce) package imita-
tion crabmeat, chunks;
1 (14 ounce) can arti-
choke hearts, drained
and cut into bite-size
pieces

Directions: Preheat
oven to 350. Cook pasta
according to package
directions; drain and

set aside. Melt

butter in large sauce-
pan over medium heat;
add green onions. Cook
and stir about 2 min-
utes. Add flour, cook and
stir two minutes more.
Gradually add half-and-
half, whisking constant-
ly until mixture begins
to thicken. Whisk in
mustard and red pep-
per; season to taste with
salt and black pepper.
Remove from heat and
stir in 1/4 cup cheese
until melted. Combine
crabmeat, artichokes
and pasta in a buttered
two quart casserole.
Add sauce mixture
and stir until blend-
ed. Top with remain-
ing 1/4 cup cheese.
Bake about 40 minutes
or until hot, bubbly
and lightly browned.

Fekk

Simple Soufflé
This souffle uses canned
soup as a shortcut, but
it still tastes impressive

Note: If you object to
canned soups, you can
make homemade con-
densed cream of celery
soup with celery, onion,
flour, butter, vegetable
stock, s & p. Recipes are
easy to find online.

Ingredients: One (10
3/4 0z) can of condensed
Cream of Celery Soup
(or homemade); 1 cup
sharp cheddar cheese,
grated; 3 eggs, separated

’ ‘-"ﬂ TAKE
_ THE
J HinT
KAREN

TRAINOR

Directions: Mix
together soup and
cheese in a sauce-
pan and heat slowly
until cheese melts,
stirring occasionally.
In a large bowl, beat
egg yolks until thick
and lemon colored.
Slowly stir soup mix-
ture into beaten egg
yolks. In a separate
bowl, and using clean
beaters, beat egg whites
until stiff peaks form.
Fold into soup mixture.
Pour into ungreased
two quart casserole.
Bake at 300°F. for about
an hour or so until the
soufflé is brown. Serve
immediately. =~ Makes
four to five servings.
*%
Classic Mini
Cakes
This classic mid-cen-
tury recipe can easily
be doubled or tripled for
hearty family servings:
Ingredients: two eggs;
one half cup clam juice;
one half cup milk; dash
pepper; one and one
half cups flour; one
quarter teaspoon salt;
three teaspoon baking
powder; one 6.5 ounce
can minced clams or
equal weight of fresh,
chopped clams.
Directions: Beat eggs.
Add milk and clam
juice. Sift flour, baking
powder, salt and pepper.
Add the minced clams
to the sifted flour and
then add enough of the
liquid to make a thick,
lumpy batter. Drop bat-
ter by tablespoon into
375 degree oil. When
one side is cooked, the
cakes will roll over by
themselves. Drain on
brown paper and serve
immediately with chow-
der.
Baked version: Drop
by tablespoon on a

Clam

Part 11

parchment lined cook-
ie sheet. Cook at 425
degree oven for about
20 minutes until lightly
and crispy - or try the
air fryer with the same
temperature (time till
doneness will vary)

*%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because
I'm in the business
of dispensing tips,
not inventing them
(although I can take
credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

*%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question
regarding household
or garden matters? If
so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send ques-
tions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o the
Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

Project underway to repair damage

from flooding at Haston Library

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — A lit-
tle over a year since last winter’s
damaging flood incident, a proj-
ect is underway to fully restore
Haston Free Public Library.

In late February of 2024, the
library’s water heater burst on
a Saturday afternoon, causing
major flooding on the lower level.
Because the incident happened
on the weekend when no one was
on site, 7,600 gallons of water
flowed through the building,
most of which exited through
floor drains.

“Fortunately, North Brookfield
Fire Chief Darin Anderson was
first on the scene. After careful-
ly assessing the situation, Chief
Anderson successfully turned
off the water and determined
that the building should be closed
for the day Trustees and staff
appreciate his prompt response
and professional expertise,”
read a statement released by
Peg Bodine, Chair of the Haston
Library Trustees.

Anderson told the New Leader
he was glad to be able to help
library officials get started on the
path to recovery.

Too Busy to Cook?

“When I got there, I was
brought down to the mechanical
room. I could see the water had
gotten out of the room and the
carpet was quite wet,” Anderson
said. “After making entry into
the room, I could see where the
water was coming from. After a
bit more investigation, I found
the proper valves to isolate the
leak. I then called a local plumb-
er for them to assist with the
repairs.”

Ken Nye, a local licensed
plumber, rearranged his work
schedule following the flood
event and installed a new water
heater.

Due to the extent of damages
caused by the incident, a compa-
ny was brought in to clean the
entire lower level. This includes
the local history room, both of
the lower-level bathrooms, the
conference room, the staff room,
the mechanical room, the non-
fiction and biography areas, and
storage areas.

As part of the ongoing remedi-
ation process, workers removed
all affected ceiling tiles and all
carpeting. They continuous-
ly monitored the building’s air
quality during the process.

“Any walls damaged by mois-

':‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

ture will be tested, taken down,
and replaced. Books and other
small items will be cleaned and
temporarily stored in a sani-
tized area,” read the statement
released by Bodine. “Larger
items, such as desks, computers,
chairs, and bookshelves, will be
sanitized and stored offsite. Once
all cleaning has been completed,
the new carpet and ceiling tiles
will be installed and everything
will be moved back to its original
location.”

The eight-week remediation
project is covered by the town’s
insurance policy. The project
wasn’t able to get underway until
the insurance claim was pro-
cessed.

The library’s leadership team
thanks everyone who has provid-
ed assistance during the recov-
ery effort. Officials expect the
restored lower level to be fully
operational by the end of spring.

For more information about
upcoming library events, or
to register for an activity, call
508-867-0208. You may also send
an email to: hastonfreepublicli-
brary@gmail.com.

The library is located at 161
North Main St.

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

15 S. Main St., Leicester  508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM g | || St IR e I
IO www.charliesdiner.com

MARCH 13TH - MARCH 16TH

¢ (ORN BELF ¢
AND CABBAGE

Closed Mon & Tue

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad

Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner

Wed: Yankee Pot Roast

Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage
HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 Fri: Fish and ChIpS

Breakfast & Lunch ¢« BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA

508.885.7705 e
Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm #= =

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

All You Can Eat $22.95  (lustax & gratuity)

SPENCER ] |
I(mmq '
AINNA

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

UN( !iﬂ:!iﬁlﬁﬂw
JESTS D0 FEES

(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 3/31/25

10am-1pm

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 236-SE-FISTORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FORGALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Dehydrating gives “DIY convenience”

nevort-hﬂ“””

she preser':red
Ly .

Gus Steeves

Lanette Lepper holds up one of her sample jars, with several others in the background.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY - With higher winds and
more unpredictable weather, we’ve
been seeing more power outages in
recent years. Sometimes they’re brief,
sometimes they last days.

Of course, the latter is a problem
when you have food in the fridge.

But if it’s dehydrated, it’s “shelf
stable,” local farmer Lanette Lepper
told a small group at Dudley library
last weekend. “If the power goes out, it
doesn’t matter.”

Lepper, of the Dudley Agricultur-

al Commission and Grange, has been
dehydrating food “probably 15 years,”
since before she even started growing
her own food.

But human beings have been doing
it, in one form or another, for at least
1000 times that long.

She notes “everyone’s going to have
different reasons for doing it.” Among
them are “you’re overrun with zucchi-
nis” in summer and don’t want to buy
in winter, or you want to send loved
ones their favorite recipe, or you want
lightweight and space-saving food for
camping, or you have stuff that’s stale

Names like

Ashley and Lancer

LIVING ROOM

SALE

Our finest lines will include

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville ¢ 508-234-8777
FREE REMOVAL * FREE DELIVERY

SEND US YOURNEWS!!

news@
stonebridgepress.niews / Ji3\

INSTANT FINANCING -

WINTER SALE!

HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

or just about to go bad and don’t want
to waste it. The list is pretty long.

While there are many food preser-
vation methods, most require more
work than dehydration. Take canning,
for example - that requires boiling in
a large pot and being very careful to
make sure the cans seal to avoid bot-
ulism. Dehydration doesn’t have that
risk, although if you don’t make sure
its truly dry, you might see it mold in
storage. (That said, though, Lepper
notes “Some things just need to be
canned.”)

One commonly canned thing - to-
mato sauce - is also ideal for dehy-
drating. Lepper showed her audience
it in two forms — a jar of powder and
a crinkly sheet that looked like a fruit
rollup (which it essentially was). Both
of them will reconstitute into sauce by
simply adding water, and you can do
the same thing with apple sauce and
many other things.

She said dehydrating provides a lot
of “DIY convenience,” giving her a lot
of ingredients to throw in soup, often
with more nutrients than stuff that’s
“fresh” at the supermarket (especially
in winter). Beyond that, it’s prepara-
tion for the unexpected; “It’s good way
to have things on hand when you don’t
know if you can get them,” Lepper

Where EveryO‘ne Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

WINTER IS COMING!
Bulk Road Salt
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building )
Washed Winter Road Sand |-
=% STOCK UP NOW!

¢ Construction Stone eChip Stone
e Title V Sand e Utility Sand
* Concrete Sand  Pool Liner Sand|_
* Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
* Stone Dust e Crushed Gravel
¢ Crushed Asphalt
* Crushed Concrete  Cold Patch

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

~

NO
MINIMUMS -9
% fE
€ /sos-sss-exoo.
508-885'2480-

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer MA '
www. bondsandandgravel com

- SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
= To0 SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

Turn To DEHYDRATING page A13

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Gelebrating St. Patrick’s Day Sunday 3/16 pusic

308 4

LAKESIDE

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP BINGO
3/14 Jounny TavLor THURSDAY
3/15 Tony anp Marr o Lower LeveL 7709

3/16 Dusuin Down ©3/21 Chris Breautr
3/28 Joe Macey

Get your comedy tickets for
April 5th featuring Steve Sweeney!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 8
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

F. ﬁheck
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

Find s on

Facebook

Spring into action
and give me a call
or check out my
website
www.lisacaron.com.

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

lisalCanenjRealjEstate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
W, Vel Sirest; RO Berddy Breekiele, MA 01503
cellf

InstantlyAhttp/ANWNAlisacanentcom!

VOTED

"f]lr i WORCESTER COUNTY'S
1 “BEST APPLIAMCE STORE™
2021 -2022 -2023 - 2024

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!
MATTRESS SALE! (ceiffios) [ F | s sicas
TWIN: $199 s o o o WASHERS & NERT g
5 a8 . DRYERS ON
h (REGULARLY sz:a} > lam ?99‘“ SALE!
_______________ o e SAMSUNG '3 % %
N FUI-I-- 5269 WASHER & DRYER | |  muginaIRE B OELURE
..... wﬁ.’ {nﬁaumnwmg) ;immmg?ﬁ INDUCTION STOVE DI;&%&EEH
i ’ Fiog. $1290.00 5 a9
____________ .. QUEEN: 5299 (199 "|| -ggo~ ||'399*
557 Ga HDTV._$299.99 NP SAMSUNG TOP LOAD) ( GEzrcurt | 6 CU. FT. 10CU.FT. |
Roguiary $340.0 B "fﬁ: ETH n';;',h’i.,';g',:‘,f“ WASHER & DRYER | | FaenciDooR || “grEst FREEZER
65" Hnwﬁﬁﬁ'rjii ........ 539999 [ [Reepile RAR R g, 5309.98 :‘I"n“ﬂ'ﬁ!ﬁ%ﬁ Hﬁtm‘ﬂn;!lﬂ FREEZER | "ﬂﬂmmm
Reguiarly $599.98 .99 W § 89 - i
Eﬂ"mmélgnuékwnﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ 3'299 agg J | AFTER REBATE! ‘lx J ,IEB-H A ass
s mnmnmn FRIGIDAIRE | (FAMOUS MAKER | (LG 24 CU. FT. BOTTOM | [ MaYTAG DELUXE ) [ LG 20 CU.FT_ | [ WHIRLPOOL
Lt T R il (TOP MOUNT REFRIGERA 18 CU. FT. || OVER THE STOVE | | moUNT REFRIGERATOR| | WASHEROR || BOTTOM FRENCH | | &inE BY SIDE
85" Samsung 4k TV..$349.99 e “”'9““ s | o Pag Fiaeaie i “““?FQE‘L““ Fag. #1450
ng 4k V. $349. ¢ ] s 29 $ 99
e | *699™ | 599~ | ‘i99* | 1399 | 549" | ‘1299~ | 1099

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

S M @ Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm * Sat: 9am-8pm =

140 MAIN smzn,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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Money s

Lenders and other
people use this as a
way to judge if a
person is financially
responsible.

91038 }l1palD IaMsuy

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

-

o
g ...... = st )
Double Word Puzzle
Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.
NMOYE 1 >
NVTSEI
3 4
DCERTI
5
BNKA
M Ul |G
4 3 2 4 1 6 ° °

12bpnq 03 awii] 1emsuy

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

12

1913: The Girl
Guides (later the Girl
Scouts) are founded
in the United States.

1918: Moscow
becomes the capital
of Russia again.

R003: The World
Health Organization
releases a global
warning about SARS.
outbreaks.

BORROW

take and use
money with the
promise to pay it
back

@° How the

€€ sa
that iny

v %

English: Credit
Spanish: Abonar
Italian: Accreditare
French: Créditer
German: Etwas einzahlen

VR

Checking your credit score will
not adversely affect it. Checking
the score can show if something
is not right and

needs to be €4
corrected.

Get the i@y
PICTURE?

\/\

~ =

Can you guess what
the bigger pictureis?

SPID2 JIpalD Jemsuy

O 020X XX %+

(Hint:22=0)

5 18 20 10

3 20 18 6 3 22 20

3 17 6 4 11 22 26 22 12 21

6 20 22 19 14

Wk AC*LHENRL2QD
ABCDEFGHiJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FUN

Solve the code to discover words related to agriculture.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have

you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: intermediate

sdouo ‘g ABojouyos] "D 10100J4]1 g UIIDJ 'V SIOMSUY

elijgle|8l(cli|¥|8
gli|g]i|¥|E]E|Z]|E
Z|v|6]Li]2|8]8|E]|L
Lj|gle|v|8|L]%]8|¢€
Zl§|gle|e|t]8|8é|¥
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My dad was obsessed
with the Battle of the
Alamo, which fell in the
early morning hours of
March 6, 1836—nearly 189
years ago this week.

His passion for this piv-
otal moment in history
shaped some of my ear-
liest memories. The first
time I ever traveled on a
plane was when he took
me to San Antonio, Texas,
just to see the Alamo.

He’d guide me through
every historical marker,
narrating the story with
the enthusiasm of a his-
torian. After dinner, we’d
walk back to the Alamo
and just stand there, star-
ing at its walls for hours.
I was only six years old,
and even then, I was
intrigued—less because
of the battle itself and
more because of how
much it meant to him.

His obsession ran
deep. He owned every

Remember the Alamo!

book ever written on the
Alamo, studied every
account, and took us back
to San Antonio many
times over the years. And
if there was one night
in that story that truly
defined his fascination, it
was the final night—the
moment when the walls
were breached.

For 12 long days, a
small band of Texan reb-
els, including legendary
figures like James Bowie,
William B. Travis, and
Davy Crockett, had held
off the massive Mexican
army led by General
Santa Anna. Despite
being vastly outnum-
bered—fewer than 200
men against thousands—
not a single defender had
fallen during the siege.
But in the early hours of
March 6, under the cover
of darkness, the Mexican
forces launched their
final assault.

Wave after wave of sol-

diers stormed the

chord with me—

mission, scaling lad-  pogmvery Something  that
ders, battering gates, SPEAKING transcends  the
and overwhelming Alamo itself.

the defenders with

sheer numbers. In TOBY Reflecting on
less than an hour,  MOORE  the Alamo defend-
the Alamo was === ors, my father

overrun. Every last
Texan fighter was Kkilled,
their sacrifice becoming
the rallying cry of the
Texas Revolution.

“Remember the
Alamo!” became more
than just words—it
became the battle cry of
those who would go on
to win Texas its indepen-
dence. And for my dad
and so many others, the
Alamo wasn’t just histo-
ry—it was a symbol of
defiance, courage, and
an unwavering stand
against impossible odds.

I read one of my
father’s old articles that
he wrote about the Alamo
and he said something in
that article that struck a

said, “Heroes are
important. No human
being today can hold up
to the scrutiny we give
them, but we need some-
one to emulate.”

Having someone to
admire and emulate is
important, especially
when that person excels
at something we aspire
to do ourselves. It’s
natural to be drawn to
greatness, to want to fol-
low in the footsteps of
those who have achieved
something remarkable.
But that admiration can
sometimes turn into idol-
ization, and that’s where
things get complicated.

I once idolized an

Olympic swimmer. He

was a powerhouse in the
water, someone I wanted
to be like. But after get-
ting to know him, I real-
ized that while I respect-
ed his skill, I didn’t nec-
essarily admire his per-
sonality. And that’s when
it hit me—people are just
people. Even those we put
on pedestals.

Great people, even
those with strong moral
convictions, have made
mistakes. And when
those mistakes come to
light, they can shatter
the illusion we’ve built
in our minds. The ques-
tion isn't whether our
heroes are perfect—they
never are—but whether
we can still draw inspira-
tion from the best parts
of who they were while
understanding that they,
too, were human.

No one is perfect, and
if we expect our heroes
to be, we set ourselves up
for disappointment. The

truth is that greatness
and imperfection exist
side by side. A person can
make mistakes and still
leave behind something
worth admiring.

Maybe we’ve become
too harsh on our heroes,
or maybe we’ve been too
unrealistic about what it
means to have role mod-
els in the first place.

Admiration doesn’t
require blind devotion;
learning from someone’s
greatness doesn’t mean
ignoring their flaws.
Because if perfection
is the requirement for
being worthy of admira-
tion, we won’t have any
heroes left at all.

Our heroes, past and
present, aren’t meant to
be untouchable figures.
They’re reminders that
even flawed people can
do extraordinary things.
And maybe, that means
we can too.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

BUILDER

42> KUBALA

u
HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING | L/fetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
(ERO K

ﬂﬁ%q

B+U+*I*L*D*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS 4 GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

___CONSTRUCTION _

DRYER VENT CLEANING

' i | CONTRACTING
Cleaning Services CONTRACTING

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE

~ 774-262-9166

estimate at:

CONSTRUCTION CORP.
Septic Systems

Design, Installation, and Repairs
* Complete Outdoor Living
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios
* Drainage Solutions
* Asphalt Paving

774-696-3246

AMYV

Nationally Certified
= Dryer Exhaust Expert

SAVING ENERGY

774-289-3581

amvdryerexhaust.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

* CLOGGED DRYER VENT
* DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW
* MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
* REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford iRz
WORCESTERCOUNTY ;

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E

ghita, Ty

tELITEt Fexsehi .
M £ cenTIFIED
il

13 ichise JI
& R oty

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments  Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

£

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

| andsca ing

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks

Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Black @

CONTRACTING

C==)

GJ LEDUC

PAINTING

David Barhale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

SO PLuveiG | Puiing | ooriNG
Advertising JOHN DALY]| | 3% MIKLAMBERT'S
. Plumbing =\ PLUMBINGE
Information S, “HEATING .
Gll Specializing e
d in repairs ornew | | Commercia,
774-200-7308 | installs for home Residential,
iI: owners New Construction
emall: since 198 |
mikaela@ _ 369 Main St,
tonebrid Fully licensed and Ste 4
stonepriage insured Spencer, MA
ress.news Lic #MPL 21763 1-833-969-4330
p
Call Fully Insred
508-304-7816
idrainmark;%fliéaal.cum MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
Q@GMAIL.COM

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS . .
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
) , Power Washing
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair WaIIpapering
Steps, Patios | .
Pool Surrounds Genera Repa"
Pressure Washing Fu||y|nsured
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
Delivery of Aggregate Experience
Cord Wood
Brian French 508-764-8548
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com 774-230-8373
Roofing
SAUNDERS &
SUARANTERD | cmemocns 2.
Read our reviews at the
BU“WNG MA"”ENANCE Better Business Bureau.
ResidentiallC al A+ rating and accredited
Fouingand Sing Syt | "2 ince 2009
G?Jtter installgtiois Call Bill Toll-Free
. 1-866-961-Roof
ghmaintco.com 508-765-0100
Daniel Truax Lifetime material warranty &
508-450-7472 25 yr. labor warranty available
3 MA Reg #153955
Y @ CSL #095459
== CT-HIC #0638641
Check Out Our | [Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Reviews Online | | family Owned and Operated
Financing Available Now Accepting All Major
A+ Rafing BBB Credit Cards
Mass CSL #099487
s B
s || RO

StonebridgePress.com
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Leicester Police Log

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

12:35 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 12:45 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning, 1:25
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 2:34 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 5:25 a.m.: gun-
shots heard (Main Street), unfound-
ed; 8:17 a.m.: disabled mv (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), services ren-
dered; 8:48 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), spoken to; 8:54 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), spoken to; 9:30 a.m.:
mv stop (South Main Street), citation
issued; 10:13 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), name and address redacted
from police log, unlicensed opera-
tion, lights violation/windshield wip-
ers on, criminal application issued;
10:30 a.m.: ambulance (Whittemore
Street), transported; 1:38 p.m.: sum-
mons service (Keefe Court), unable to
serve; 2:16 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Hospital), transported; 4:09
p.m.: summons service (Peter Salem
Road), unable to serve; 4:11 p.m.: sum-
mons service (Main Street), unable to
serve; 4:47 p.m.: ambulance (Glendale
Street, Worcester), transported; 5:55
p.m.: summons service (Keefe Court),
served; 6:32 p.m.: lobby service (Upton
Street), report taken; 6:55 p.m.: parking
complaint (Main Street), call canceled;
11:27 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

1:24 am.: mv stop (Main Street),
assisted; 2:28 a.m.:. mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 3:39 a.m.:
assist other PD (Mille Street), no action
required; 7:41 a.m.: accident (Auburn
Street), report taken; 8:31 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 11:28
am.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 11:33 a.m.: ambulance (First
Street, Worcester), call canceled; 12:19
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken to;
12:51 p.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive),
verbal warning; 12:54 p.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 12:58
p.m.: mv stop (Henshaw Street), spo-
ken to; 1:00 p.m.: assist citizen (Towtaid
Street); 1:04 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford

Street), citation issued; 1:30 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
1:51 p.m.: mv stop (Burncoat Street),
verbal warning; 2:02 p.m.: assist cit-
izen (Paxton Street); 2:35 p.m.: mv
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
verbal warning; 2:53 p.m.: ambulance
(Soojians Drive), transported; 6:27 p.m.:
keep the peace (Main Street), resolved;
7:48 p.m.. neighbor dispute (Main
Street), report taken; 8:15 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 9:26 p.m.: suspicious mv
(Stafford Street), unable to locate;
10:26 p.m.: ambulance (Cleveland
Avenue, Worcester), transported; 11:19
p.m.: ambulance (Summer Street,
Worcester), transported; 11:35 p.m.:
erratic operator (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), gone on arrival.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1

12:36 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 12:57 a.m.: mv
stop (South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:09 a.m.: mv stop (Clark Street),
verbal warning; 2:00 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), written warning; 2:01
a.m.: mv stop (Clark Street), citation
issued; 2:14 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 2:21 a.m.:
welfare check (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 2:21 a.m.: welfare check
(Stafford Street), assisted; 2:31 a.m.:
family problem (Deer Pond Road),
transported tohospital;2:57a.m.:ambu-
lance (Deer Pond Road), transported;
8:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 9:08 a.m.: mv stop (Mill Street),
spoken to; 9:18 a.m.: disturbance (Main
Street), peace restored; 10:08 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 10:45
am.. mv stop (Stafford Street), spo-
ken to; 12:02 p.m.: disturbance (Main
Street), Siah Harold Hiamah, 30, 1326
Main Street, Leicester, disturbing the
peace, landlord interfering with quiet
enjoyment; criminal harassment,
arrest; 12:24 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant
View Road, Spencer), transported;
1:32 p.m.: welfare check (Town Beach
Road), report taken; 3:39 p.m.: commer-
cial security alarm (Main Street), false
alarm; 7:16 p.m.: assist citizen (Main
Street), 8:32 p.m.: ambulance (Ingram
Road), transported; 9:41 p.m.: escort

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

POLICE REPORTS

(Soojians Drive), services rendered.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

12:28 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 12:47 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 4:18
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 5:51 a.m.: suspicious mv
(Main Street), mv towed; 11:28 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued;
12:03 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 12:16 p.m.: disabled mv (Main
Street), gone on arrival; 12:50 p.m.:
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 1:31 p.m.: erratic operator (Main
Street), verbal warning; 2:38 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Craig Street), transport-
ed to hospital; 3:24 p.m.: ambulance
(Wesley Drive), transported; 5:25 p.m.:
ambulance (Soojians Drive), transport-
ed; 6:55 p.m.: ambulance (Grove Street,
Spencer), transported; 9:25 p.m.. mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning;
10:33 p.m.: ambulance (Old Stafford
Turnpike), transported; 10:41 p.m.:
commercial alarm (Main Street), false
alarm.

MONDAY, MARCH 3

8:17 a.m.: transport prisoner (out
of town, destination not noted on
police log), transported; 9:55 a.m.:
ambulance (Maple Street), transport-
ed; 10:09 a.m.: ambulance (Watson
Street), transported; 10:11 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), citation issued;
10:33 a.m.: ambulance (Burncoat
Lane), transported; 10:36 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), written warning; 11:56
am.: keep the peace (Waite Street),
assisted; 12:18 p.m.: fraud (Soojians
Drive), Yutan Chen, 41, 42 Oakland
Avenue, Quincy, larceny under $1200,
tax evasion/2 counts, attempted lar-
ceny, arrest; 12:29 p.m.:. ambulance
(Stafford Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 12:44 p.m.: animal complaint (River
Street), referred; 2:05 p.m.: ambulance
(Paxton Street), transported; 3:43 p.m.:
fraud (Rawson Street), report taken;
4:51 p.m.: ambulance (Donnelly Road,
Spencer), transported; 5:52 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Soojians Drive), report taken;
6:10 p.m.: restraining order service
(Auburn Street), served; 6:30 p.m.:
restraining order service (Carleton
Road), unable to serve; 9:23 p.m.: assist
citizen (Main Street).

TUESDAY, MARCH 4

12:22 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
citation issued; 1:31 a.m.: ambulance
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 9:07 a.m.: residential alarm
(Boutilier Road), false alarm; 10:32
am.: debris in road (Main Street),
resolved; 12:41 p.m.: erratic operator
(Main Street), written warning; 12:50
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 1:21 p.m.. mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 1:25 p.m.:
fraud (Siani Road), report taken; 1:47
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written
warning; 2:09 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton
Street), written warning; 2:34 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Winslow Avenue), assisted;
4:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 4:34 p.m.: ambulance (South
Street), transported; 5:03 p.m.: assist
other PD (Cricklewood Drive), report

LEGALS

taken; 6:28 p.m.: abandoned 911 call
(Charlton Street), services rendered;
6:59 p.m.: suspicious activity (Pine
Street), spoken to; 7:25 p.m.: disabled
mv (White Birch Street), call canceled,;
7:55 p.m.. welfare check (Pleasant
Street), unfounded; 8:15 p.m.: animal
complaint (Henshaw Street), referred.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5

12:09 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 9:17 a.m.:
assist citizen (Main Street), report
taken; 9:31 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), transported; 9:54
a.m.: assist other PD (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 9:58 a.m.: disturbance
(Main Street), advised civil action;
10:05 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), call canceled;
10:07 a.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street),
transported; 12:09 p.m.: ambulance
(Willard Avenue, Worcester), trans-
ported; 1:01 p.m.: water/sewer problem
(Marshall Street), referred; 1:24 p.m.:
investigation (South Main Street),
report taken; 1:34 p.m.: assist citizen
(Main Street); 2:40 p.m.: restraining
order service (Clark Street), unable to
serve; 3:11 p.m.: welfare check (South
Street Extension), assisted; 3:41 p.m.:
restraining order service (South Main
Street), report taken; 4:23 p.m.: erratic
operator (Main Street), referred; 4:26
p.m.: summons service (Main Street),
unable to serve; 5:12 p.m.: accident
(Mill Street), report taken; 7:36 p.m.:
ambulance (Richards Street), trans-
ported; 10:04 p.m.: water/sewer prob-
lem (Peter Salem Road), referred.

HHH

Spencer Police Log

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12:02-1:58 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:06 a.m.. medical/general
(H.J. Perron Road); 7:07 a.m.: intel-
ligence/criminal (Pleasant Street),
info taken; 7:40 a.m.: LTC issued (West
Main Street), assisted; 12:17 p.m.: DPW
call (North Brookfield Road), 1g. pot-
hole; 12:22 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main
Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 1:07 p.m.:
illegal dumping (North Spencer Road),
unauth. use of dumpster; 3:07 p.m.:
fire alarm (Main Street), referred; 3:13
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street);
4:48 p.m.. medical/general (West
Main Street); 5:00 p.m.: intelligence/
drugs (West Main Street), re: narcotic
sales; 5:02 p.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), rep. suspicious activi-
ty; 5:19 p.m.: medical/general (Wm.
Casey Road); 7:12 p.m.: mv complaint
(Mechanic Street), erratic operator;
7:44 p.m.. mv complaint (West Main
Street), rep. erratic operator/Route 49;
8:19 p.m.: medical/general (Greenville
Street); (total daily mv stops - 2).
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
12:14-1:59 a.m.: buildings inspect-
ed, secure; 12:26 a.m.: fire alarm (Ash
Street), referred; 5:22 a.m.: intelli-
gence/parole (West Main Street), info
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0063A
CITATION ON PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Alicia Grace Rowland
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Alicia Grace Rowland of Warren MA
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Alicia Grace Andrews Girouard
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 03/18/2025 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance if you object to this
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: Febuary 19, 2024
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0033A
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Cameron Kent Bays
A Petition to Change Name of Minor
has been filed by
Cameron Kent Bays of Warren MA

requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Cameron Craig Andrews
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 03/18/2025 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: Febuary 19, 2024

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

March 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO18P2205EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Joyce Ellen McCarthy
Also known as: Joyce E McCarthy
Date of Death: 01/15/2018
To all interested persons:
A Petition for /A - Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Personal
Representatative has been filed by
Amy Marie Plasse of Chicopee MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Amy Marie Plasse of Chicopee MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the

Court. You have a right to object to

this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
04/01/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 03, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

March 14, 2025

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
OFFICE OF THE PLANNING BOARD
6 Central Street
Brookfield, MA 01506
Brookfield Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing
In accordance with M. G. L., Chapter
40A, Section 5 and the provisions of
the Brookfield Zoning Bylaws Section
13.D, the Brookfield Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on proposed
amendments to the Town of Brookfield
Zoning Bylaw concerning Accessory

Dwelling Units.

The hearing will take place on

Wednesday, April 2, 2025, in the
Banquet Hall of Brookfield Town Hall,
6 Central St., Brookfield, MA, start-
ing at 6:30 pm or as soon thereaf-
ter as can be heard. Meeting details
and agenda will be posted at www.
mytowngovernment.org/01506. A copy
of the proposed amendments may be
inspected at the office of the Town
Clerk at Brookfield Town Hall during
normal business hours.

Kevin Erkkila, Chair

Brookfield Planning Board

March 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0034A
CITATION ON PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Katelyn Grace Bays
A Petition to Change Name of Minor
has been filed by
Katelyn Grace Bays of Warren MA re-
questing that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:
Katelyn Grace Andrews
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 03/18/2025 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance if you object to this
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: Febuary 19, 2024
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 14, 2025
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DEHYDRATING

continued from page A9

Lanette Lepper and Maureen Doyle look over one version of
a dehydrator.

said.

“Almost anything” can be dehydrated, “but there
are a few things I don’t recommend,” she said. One of
the latter is meat — very lean meat is OK, but fats will
spoil (true also of fatty plant products like avocadoes;
she urged just freezing them).

Historically, meats and fish were typically cured
with salt and/or various spices and dried either in the
sun or smoked in a dry, hot place. According to the on-
line essay “Historical Methods of Food Preservation”
by Brian Nummer, “Evidence shows that Middle East
and oriental cultures actively dried foods as early as
12,000 B.C. in the hot sun.” (Chances are it was actu-
ally far older than that.) He also notes, “In the Middle
Ages purposely built ‘still houses’ were created to dry
fruits, vegetables and herbs in areas that did not have
enough strong sunlight for drying. A fire was used to
create the heat needed to dry foods and in some cases
smoking them as well.”

His essay is at https://nchfp.uga.edu/resources/
entry/historical-origins-of-food-preservation.  Lep-
per noted there are many online resources for curing
meat, something she doesn’t do.

Lepper said she typically starts by chopping, slic-
ing or shredding the fruit or vegetables, and frozen
veggies will dehydrate quite well. Apples and pears
are “easy-peasy,” — and apples are one of her family’s
favorites; “They hardly ever make it to a storage bag,
they’re so good.” Also easy are peas, tomatoes, peach-
es, strawberries, nectarines and cherries. Some, like
cherries and cherry tomatoes, need to be cut in half
first, with the cut side up to retain the nutrients; full
size tomatoes get sliced (as do most others).

Lepper is not fond of dehydrated blueberries;
she’ll freeze them instead, and notes you can’t get ba-
nana chips from dehydrating because they’re actually
fried in oil. Carrots, celery, broccoli and many other
things dehydrate easily, but onions, hot peppers, and
garlic will “stink up your house,” so she recommends
doing them outdoors.

She also noted potatoes “are one of the types of
vegetables you have to blanch before dehydrating” or
they’ll turn black. They’re still edible, but not very
appealing; blanching is simply boiling them for a few
minutes before slicing them. She recommends run-
ning them under cool water before sticking them in
the dehydrator.

Most herbs don’t need a dehydrator; just hang them
in a dry, dark place. But you need to harvest them be-
fore they go to flower to collect the most essential oils
and nutrients. If doing them in a dehydrator, they
need a temperature of 95 degrees “so it doesn’t ruin
the essential oils,” she said.

Other things need the following: vegetables, 125
degrees, fruit, 135 degrees, and 160 degrees for meat
jerky (because it has to cook, too). Some ovens can
get that low, but most can’t. Most dehydrators have
thermostats, but she notes they’re “helpful but not
necessary.” Timers are useful, but also unnecessary;
the key is simply to check on the drying process oc-
casionally.

“If you have any doubt, leave it in an extra hour
or two, but don’t leave it in overnight,” she added.
Things are dry if they pass the “snap, crackle, pop”
test — they break easily when folded, for example.

One useful tool is a portable vacuum-sealer for
cans; they’re available online and in some stores. You
can reuse cans of various kinds (with or without vac-
uum seals) for storage, unlike in canning.

Lepper said a basic startup costs $50-$60, her dehy-
drator cost about $300, and commercial varieties can
cost thousands.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com

' Local students
named to Holy

Cross Dean’s List

WORCESTER — More than 1,700 students were
named to the College of the Holy Cross’ Dean’s List
for outstanding academic achievement during the Fall
semester of the 2024-25 academic year. The following
local students made the list:

Tatiana Coolbaugh of Spencer, class of 2026

Jenna Dupell of North Brookfield, class of 2026

Timothy St. John of Leicester, class of 2026

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must pass
four or more letter-graded courses with no failing
grades during the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or
higher.

About Holy Cross

The College of the Holy Cross, in Worcester, is
among the nation’s leading liberal arts institutions.
A highly selective, four-year, exclusively undergradu-
ate college of 3,100 students, Holy Cross is renowned
for offering a rigorous, personalized education in the
Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 1843,
Holy Cross has made a positive impact in society by
graduating students who distinguish themselves as
thoughtful leaders in business, professional and civic
life.

POLICE REPORTS

LOGS

continued from page A12

rec’d; 6:43 a.m.: medical/general (Howe Village), lift
assist; 7:06 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 8:40 a.m.: medical/general (Northwest Road); 8:59
a.m.: hit/run accident (South Spencer Road), report
taken; 1:08 p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 1:46
p.m.: 911 call (Lake Street), resolved; 5:23 p.m.: 911 call
(West Main Street), UMass cath lab/cautionary status;
6:58 p.m.: officer wanted (Lambs Drive), RMV imme-
diate threat; 7:11 p.m.: 911 call (Greenville Street), ser-
vices rendered; 7:19 p.m.: suspicious persons (Maple
Street), investigated; 7:32 p.m.: officer wanted (Paxton
Road), spoken to; 10:30 p.m.: mv complaint (Route 49),
erratic operator; (total daily mv stops — 2).

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

12:15-2:06 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 2:09 a.m.:
suspicious mv (Howe Road), investigated; 2:14 a.m.:
mutual aid (Main Street), assist State Police; 3:00 a.m.:
building checked, secure; 5:54 a.m.: officer wanted
(Prouty Street), poss. water main break; 6:12 a.m.: acci-
dent (Maple Street), report taken; 6:13 a.m.: DPW call
(West Main Street), rep. icy conditions; 6:33 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Wall Street); 7:51 a.m.: medical/general
(Paxton Road); 8:36 a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street),
re: trailer in church lot; 8:56 a.m.: commercial alarm
(Water Street), services rendered; 9:32 a.m.: medical/
general (Thompson Pond Road); 11:01 a.m.: medical/
general (Pioneer Valley Drive); 11:55 a.m.: officer
wanted (Town House Court), req. welfare check; 1:07
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 2:13 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), wallet lost; 2:42 p.m.: 911 call
(Clark Road), accidental; 2:42 p.m.: restraining order
service (West Main Street); 3:00 p.m.: mutual aid (West
Main Street), Hardwick PD bolo; 3:09 p.m.: suspicious
mv (G.H. Wilson Road), investigated; 3:10 p.m.: lost/
found (Main Street), diamond ring found; 3:24 p.m.:
animal complaint (Hastings Road), rep. possum in
garage; 4:49 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street),
rep. garage/insurance fraud; 5:29 p.m.: medical/men-
tal health (Main Street), req. welfare check; 7:44 p.m.:
911 call (Meadow Road), services rendered; 10:20 p.m.:
medical/general (Howe Village), lift assist; 11:46 p.m.:
abandoned 911 call (Grant Street), response not noted
on police log; (total daily mv stops — 0).

SATURDAY, MARCH 1

12:28 a.m.: suspicious mv (Howe Road), investigat-
ed; 1:08-2:27 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:15 a.m.:
disabled mv (Charlton Road), no action required;
1:32 a.m.: suspicious mv (Greenville Street), inves-
tigated; 2:06 a.m.: medical/general (Main Street);
10:46 a.m.: animal complaint (Oakland Drive), loose
dog; 10:51 a.m.: suspicious persons (Earley Street),
re: early morning disturbance; 11:09 a.m.: medical/
general (Pauls Drive); 12:15 p.m.. medical/general
(Pleasant View Road); 12:54 p.m.: disturbance (Main
Street), rep. fight at restaurant; 2:01 p.m.: odor of
gas (North Spencer Road), referred; 3:30 p.m.: officer
wanted (Pleasant Street), req. welfare check; 3:32
p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), misdial; 3:40 p.m.: 911
call (Grant Street), misdial; 4:19 p.m.: officer wanted
(East Charlton Road), re: issues w/ex; 5:24 p.m.: 911
call (North Spencer Road), open line; 5:36 p.m.: officer
wanted (Main Street), apt. door breached; 5:59 p.m.:
DPW call (West Main Street), rep. icy conditions; 6:29
p.m.: commercial alarm (Wall Street), services ren-
dered; 7:28 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Meadow Road),
response not noted on police log; 10:04 p.m.: fire alarm
(Chestnut Street), referred; 10:44 p.m.: commercial
alarm (West Main Street), services rendered; 11:27
p.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant Street), req. welfare
check; 11:39 p.m.: juvenile matter (Main Street), kids
in parking lot/investigated; (total daily mv stops — 2).

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

12:02 a.m.: officer wanted (Deer Run Road), wel-
fare check/MedicAlert; 12:14 a.m.: officer wanted
(Wall Street), spoken to;

eral (Howe Village); 6:28 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main
Street), assisted; 6:54 a.m.: parking complaint (Main
Street), blocked in by mv; 7:30 a.m.: medical/general
(Brown Street); 7:33 a.m.: medical/general (Williams
Drive); 8:11 am.: LTC issued (West Main Street),
assisted; 9:02 a.m.: medical/general (Pope Street); 9:45
a.m.: medical/general (Old East Charlton Road); 10:46
a.m.: officer wanted (Town House Court), rep. son
missing/2 days; 11:24 a.m.: officer wanted (Church
Street), re: ex; 11:48 a.m.: animal complaint (Old East
Charlton Road), loose dog; 12:06 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pope Street); 12:10 p.m.: parking complaint (Main
Street), services rendered; 12:10 p.m.: officer wanted
(West Main Street), req. lift assist; 1:12 p.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), re: notes left on mv; 2:31
p.m.: 911 call (Ash Street), misdial; 2:47 p.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), LTC change of address;
3:24 p.m.: restraining order service (Greenville Street);
3:51 p.m.: 911 call (Lyford Road), open line; 3:53 p.m.:
suspicious mv (West Main Street), investigated; 3:59
p.m.: restraining order service (Ash Street); 4:18 p.m.:
medical/general (High Street); 4:47 p.m.: medical/
general (Donnelly Road); 5:09 p.m.: illegal dumping
(Bacon Hill Road), bag dumped on property; 5:18 p.m.:
911 call (Cherry Street), unknown issue; 6:38 p.m.:
suspicious mv (West Main Street), investigated; 6:59
p.m.: suspicious persons (IMaple Street), investigated;
7:16 p.m.: property check (Irving Street), side door
open/bldg. secured; 9:30 p.m.: medical/general (Howe
Village); 10:21 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street),
spoken to; 11:15 p.m.. medical/general (Prospect
Street); 11:46 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; (total
daily mv stops — 1).

TUESDAY, MARCH 4

12:35-1:10 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:46 a.m.:
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), req. welfare check;
2:51 a.m.: commercial alarm (West Main Street), ser-
vicesrendered; 3:23 a.m.: building checked, secure; 7:40
a.m.: 911 call (Cherry Street), open line; 8:13 a.m.: LTC
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 10:04 a.m.: officer
wanted (Point Eastalee Drive), truck downed overhead
wires; 11:08 a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 11:22
a.m.: 911 call (Pearl Street), accidental; 11:33 a.m.: 911
call (Main Street), resolved; 11:39 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Bixby Road); 12:13 p.m.: accident (Main Street),
report taken; 12:40 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street),
erratic operator; 12:52 p.m.: medical/general (Deer
Run Road); 1:15 p.m.: animal complaint (McDonald
Street), loose dog; 2:04 p.m.: fire (Northwest Road),
referred; 2:20 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street),
req. welfare check; 3:32 p.m.: mutual aid (Ash Street),
assist Leicester PD; 4:42 p.m.: officer wanted (Lyford
Road), rep. harassment; 7:09 p.m.: hit/run accident
(North Spencer Road), report taken; 8:47 p.m.: mutual
aid (Kittredge Road), assist North Brookfield PD; 10:59

pm.. mv
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12:45-2:32 a.m.: buildings
checked, secure; 1:55
a.m.: suspicious mv (Ash
Street), investigated; 7:55
a.m.: suspicious mv (Lake
Avenue), investigated;
7:56 a.m.: stolen proper-
ty (North Spencer Road),
theft of phone from gym
locker; 8:41 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Water
Street), services ren-
dered; 9:34 am.: 911 call
(Roberta Bay), misdial;
9:58 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Highland Street); 11:37
a.m.:. medical/general
(Howe Village); 11:49 a.m.:
mutual aid (West Main
Street), Southrbridge
PD bolo/missing elderly
male; 1:06 p.m.: medical/

general (Paxton Road); Thomas
2:06 a.m.: medical/general A 14
(Howe Village); 2:27 p.m.: ge

mutual aid (West Main
Street), assist Worcester
PD w/mv stop; 3:03 p.m.:
parking complaint (Main
Street), mv in designated
spot; 4:19 p.m.: medical/
general (Paxton Road);
5:17 p.m.: accident (Main
Street), report taken; 5:47
p.m.. medical/general
(Main Street); 6:15 p.m.:
mv complaint (North
Spencer Road), erratic
operator; 6:37 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Ash Street);
6:43 p.m.: citizen com-
plaint (Donnelly Cross
Road), c/o solar solicitors;
6:53 p.m.: medical/general
(Grove Street); 7:12 p.m.:
commercial alarm (Water
Street), accidental; 8:37
p.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), spoken to;
8:46 p.m.: medical/general
(G.H. Wilson Road); 9:20
p.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), spoken
to; 10:01 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village);
11:39-11:41 p.m.: buildings
checked, secure; (total
daily mv stops — 1).
MONDAY, MARCH 3
4:49 a.m.: medical/gen-

techniques.

+ % o Friday’s Child # + +

Registration # 8537

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177981306

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.

ai\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ ai\\ ai\\

Tommy is very passionate and
enjoys engaging in conversa-
tion with adults and children. He
loves a good debate with a trust-
ed adult! Tommy loves techno
music and Pokémon. He is also
very active outdoors, riding his
scooter around the neighborhood
and helping his foster mother with
gardening and yard work. He is a
very entrepreneurial young man,
and is creating a small business
plan to mow his neighbors’ lawns.
Tommy is very interested in golf.
He is a wealth of knowledge when
it comes to club styles and putting

Can | Adopt?
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going. of March, several other
READING School officials thank area schools will host

continued from page Al

readers look forward to
returning to WBES next
year to keep the tradition

all readers who took time
out of their schedules to
make the program mem-
orable for students.
Throughout the month

community reading
events in celebration
of Dr. Seuss’s birthday
(March 2).

| Above:

West Brookfield Police Officer Craig Charron introduces his book to students.

At left:

Sara Chioda, a bus driver with McCarthy Bus Company, reads to youngsters.

SELF-DEFENSE

continued from page Al

protect our families and
keep them safe. The idea
is to make people aware,
not afraid,” read a state-
ment released by the DA’s
Office. “To help educate
parents and children
alike, we provide many
quality presentations on
a variety of topics. These
programs are free of
charge.”

For more information
about programs support-
ed by the DAs Office,
visit www.worcesterda.
com. You may also con-
tact Assistant District
Attorney Don Xenos at
508-755-8601.

North Brookfield students learn about self-defense training techniques from local organiza-

tions.

HEARINGS

continued from page Al

to meet the required local contribution; support for
the Spencer Rescue Squad; funds for an additional
Highway Department employee; funds for an addi-
tional police officer for the SPD; and funds covering
Spencer Fire Department personnel (replacing the
current grant funds for certain firefighting positions).

Each proposal features different amounts and items
slated for coverage, though both options focus heavily
on school funding and support for public safety depart-
ments. Infrastructure improvements are also on the
table for inclusion.

“We want to see public input on whether we should

- ask for a one-time amount or break it up over three

years. It’s going to be up to the taxpayers to see if they
want the override and how to go forward with it,”
Selectman Gary Woodbury said. “It will come down to
what the residents decide is the best path.”

Officials prepared an informational packet that pro-
vides residents with detailed breakdowns of each
option.

For the latest information and announcements, visit
the town Web site, www.spencerma.gov.

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

ace your ad'to

The Spencer Housing Authority has an opening
for a Full-Time Administrative Assistant

The Spencer Housing Authority is seeking a qualified full-time Administrative Assistant
to assist with a variety of tasks including, but not limited to, processing applications, main-
taining waitlists, calculating rent determinations, and general reception duties including
answering phones, entering work orders, filing and assisting the public. This is a full time
(40 hours) benefited position. Retirement is through the Worcester County Retirement
Office. Successful candidates must have excellent written and verbal communication skills
and be proficient in computer skills. Working knowledge of EOHLC, CHAMP, or PHA-Net
software. The selected applicant must be able to pass a criminal background check (CORI).
The full job description can be found on the SHA website. Pay: $20.00 per hour
Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to:

Spencer Housing Authority 13 McDonald Street Spencer, MA 01562

Attn: Kimberly Hurlbrink

You may also email cover letter and resumes to Kimberly Hurlbrink: kim.hurlbrink@

spencerhousing.org

Resumes will be accepted until 2:00PM on March 21, 2025
Spencer Housing Authority is an equal Opportunity Employer.

]

HELP WANTED
> The Resident Care
" Facility at Saint

4 Joseph’s Abbey,
=% 167 North Spencer

=9 Road, Spencer, MA., has an opening
i

for a part time facility cook.

Hourly wage negotiable depending on expe-

rience and related skills

Requirements: High School Diploma or

~ GED. Ability to speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to understand written
policies and procedures. Must be able to
work unsupervised while

-V following food safety protocols.

For more information and to apply, contact
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager at
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

RECYCLING CENTER ATTENDANT

-TOWN OF EAST BROOKFIELD

Town of East Brookfield -

Title of Position: Recycling Attendant
Hours: (Saturday 9 to 3 Year-Round) and Thursdays 2:30 to 4:30-
(April to November)

'This position involves the monitoring of the Town recycling facilities
for residents of the Town.
Duties of the Position
Open and close the transfer station in accordance with hours estab-
lished by the Town.
Assure that only property owners of the Town of East Brookfield
use the Recycle Center facility.
Maintain receipts of money received for recyclables & Bulk Waste
Monitor users for proper recycling procedures and arrange for
enforcement as necessary. Assure that the facility and adjacent
grounds are kept neat and orderly.

If interested in the job please email your work history to:

EBSW311@EASTBROOKFIELDMA.US

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Town of Oakham - Council on
Aging - Activities Coordinator
The Council on Aging for theTown of Oakham
is seeking an experienced Activities Coor-

: '\'}

di-nator. Miscellaneous duties which include support-
ing current programs and developing new programs or
special events to increase attendance and participation
of the growing aging population in the Oakham Senior
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (flexible) and salary
up to $20.00/hr. depending upon experience. Resume

Deve;zgenzrfep_eu“c should be sent to Admin@QOakham-Ma.gov. or mailed to
(508)829-6769 Board of Selectmen, Town of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road,
®€V€I‘§UX Oakham, MA. 01068.
WAR RELICS &
For ’ﬁ‘( WAR SOUVENIERS Thank
o o B ‘ .
Advertisin WANTED: You
Informatiog LIVE BAIT V!X”é'ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁiif‘ S d
Call FOR ICE FISHING Helmets Swords. t. ]u ¢
Open 24/1 Daggers, Bayonets, for
774-200-7308 snencer Medals, Badges, d
HB Flags, Uniforms, etc. answere
emal o |o08-885-5016 | MRS
Mikae .a W Capu David prayers
stonebridge @() (508) 688-0847. D.WM.E
preSS.news I'LL COME TO YOU!
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{[SORRY, SOLD!] WEBSTER v §<

hope2own.com | Y%
D 508.943.4333 (@ 61 PARK AVENUE R
p Sthanon Dellieticr - Owaer Buokier & irst Time Offered!! Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built
Licensed in MA, CT & RI i
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want = L
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 o - v
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your L'Stlngs- o

Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

2001 & offers 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON (7 Featued New Listing!! () WEBSTER -

= Baths! Fabulous Split Floor Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double

. Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER SUITE w/Private Full Bath,
13 Units - 4 Well Main- 7" ( j( 22 COOPER RD.
tained & Updated Mul- >( y. . WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST e ‘k “/ . New Construction! 2nd of 4
ti-Family Buildings with 2 ¢ ON DEPOSIT S|

Location! Location! This Oversized &
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472
< sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has
. 1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd
%/ .« & 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf,
‘i 1 5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,
S 22'x22’ Two Car Garage! 12'x16°Con-
. crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied.
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the

* Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. $469,000
| Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
Commercial Spaces! Lo- < ul gl u

ICig Ices ¢ self in a New Craftsman Style
cated within the * “Central A home - Tucked away on Cooper
Core DI'SmCItIOf Downtown | Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
_ Southbndge.. ... Mixed “ to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp.
5 Use Zoning !! Heated Ga- 4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout
rage Space - Room enough slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-

| IR L LT $559,900 rage! $649,900
XF RD 25 SUTTON AVENUE STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR WEBSTER -
. 0 SSlL" 0 i U| y ) 1640’ FRGNTAGE 11.61 ACRES! WATEHFRONT LAND 38 COLONIAL RD.
& " % Location ~ Location! Move-in ready B T ST e

ON DEPOSIT Commercial Office &or Retail Space | =~~~ g ,}--m"-’ LAKE RESIDENTIAL
I Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com- ;',,,'- o7 kBt BT R Y g Webster Lake Area! Investors take
.. ' panies looking to expand, Banks, Med- & =2 T e ,,. Sr e notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
' icalfacilities etc...2 Level Free Standing ey A ble extra buildable lot! Home has 2

oy oy Building on a Corner Lot - Located in Lot

'_.g- an Active area of Restaurants & Retail  1640" direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split
* 1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20..Zoned GB  Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119'road- &% = = : \%’Stdem- V%chgldlmtg’ . Rep'acdeme“t
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full St Dlenoy ggggsggg
X $1,150,000 recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $899,000 N 0"

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-

7%540:64 .&dwy 74 Featuned New Listing! Webster Lake
Webster Lake Waterfront- w t f t
; 88 Union Point Wetboster Lake WW Lots 44‘: ?: r?:d
“| Excellent opportunity! Natural West- est Poin

ern Facing Shoreline- Beautiful Sun- g@m pm zd

sets - Views of Middle to North Pond! .
7,000 +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Uti- In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ove

lize this one Bedroom Winterized cot- v
e D e Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

_yolu;_drelam lr;ol_m_e! or just|li\1/e2i;,3a(sJ 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000
IS! Fireplaced living room * H
"\ one car garage. Beautiful Pine trees Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

at the water's edge! - $660,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000

1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
T erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom
W88 kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace!
Entertainers Dream! Beautiful
§ Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE _y MK
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 3£
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

HOPEDALE- Better than a Condo OXFORD - 2 (1 bedroom)
) \Q 3 Units on 2.2 Acres units

:\\:; *1 ~ . . ) *1
\\ 7

(2 bedroom
unit)
*Great
Commuter
location-

. near all
Enclosed major routes

(= 5 & Porch 3 * Inventory

54 Hill St. $385,000 65 Charlton St. $395,000 Opportunity

CHARLTON - NEW CONSTRUCTION - 6 ACRES +1.rdvo0d floors

throughout
*3.5 Baths
*Gas Fireplace
* Cathedral
Ceilings Living
Room
*cabinet packed
Kitchen w/ center
island seating 6
*Finished lower
level family room

Bedroom
* Open
Floor Plan
*Hardwood
Floors

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Sandi Grzyb
EXI‘)";‘:&‘:‘“ WANTED - LAND! LAND! LAND! : ook forward t
° ° ° 1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of
& and If you are thmkl.ng of selll:lg ol st
Commitment this is the Spring Market! -
Matter Looking for lots located in T
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk : D“dIeY' Charlton - Oxford .
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame Jo-Ann Szymczak s 774.230.3500|508.943.6960
. 508.612.1382 CRS, GRI, SRES e call for qa FREE Market AnaIYSIs sandigrzyb@aol.com %
(%= REmAX  MESRealtv.com 508-943-7669 ReMax Vision -
\ (G Vit ) o 774-230-5044 ol 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608~ 65 Southbridge Street,
~~_~ Mary@WillSellitcom | | ca} Jo-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT &I K mis Auburn, MA 01501
"I SOLVE REAL ESTATE Mary Hicks Realtore 4 ?
ience! ERA Key Realty
ReMax Professional Associates e Ot p a Ce ““““““ SERVICES
Licensed in MA & CT C E N T U RY 2] Donna Flannery Realtor®
We need properties to sell - any type! NORTH EAST A , We do 508-612-6771
£% . - L] Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
ggglx:(l)% gzljgeg @ Direct: 508.612.4794 C Mikaela Tod Donnaflannery@erakey.net
: et | S s | Home Office: 508.867.2222 ontact Mikaela Today OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
callen 1 995@00' com — LENDER www.maryahicks.com NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
CENTURY 21! 774-200-7308 servic

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
SOLD & SOLD DOLLIAR VOLUME 5
ERA HALL OF FAME - %

T A NAME AROUND FOR Q
R E / M A X OVER HALF A CENTURY - mikaela@
' 160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

RE/MAX Professional Associates maryangela87@yahoo.com 3 —
/ I I Each office is independently owned and operated. Stonebr ldgepr €$S.NCWS 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
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Local correctional officer promoted in rank

Sgt. Michael McHugh (left) and Sheriff Lew Evangelidis (right).

WEST  BOYLSTON
— Worcester County
Sheriff Lew Evangelidis
is pleased to announce
the recent round of ser-

geant promotions at
the Worcester County
Sheriff’s Office. These
new sergeants will
assume greater responsi-

Courtesy Sgt. Brian Camacho (left) with Evangelidis.

bilities at the Worcester
County Jail and House
of Correction. Among
those promoted from the
rank of officer to ser-

geant are Brian Camacho
and Michael McHugh of

Leicester.

As sergeants, these

individuals

will

be

Krispy Kreme doughnuts are back

EAST BROOKFIELD — Stop by the library now till April 29 and pay $15 to reserve your box of Krispy
Kreme doughnuts. The donuts will be delivered on Thursday, May 13 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.; voting day!
Coming in to vote? We will have fewer than a box and even single doughnuts on sale.

For Advertising Information,
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

responsible for com-
manding and supervis-
ing the officers and staff
under their charge. They
will also oversee the care,
custody, and control of
inmate activities, ensur-
ing the safety of both
staff and inmates.
“Promotions at the

Worcester County
Sheriff’s Office are
awarded to individu-

als who demonstrate
exceptional merit, a
strong work ethic, and
unwavering dedication
to their duties,” stated
Evangelidis. “This group
has shown themselves to
be leaders during their
time with the sheriff’s
office. I look forward to
seeing these sergeants
take on their new roles,

WITH KIDS, PROVIDING
GREAT CARE IS MORE THAN
PROVIDING GREAT MEDICINE.

Because you can’t impress a child with credentials. Because children don’t really care that your research

is helping change the world. Because a kid doesn’t care how many degrees you have. Because they

mostly just think that hospitals are scary places, our first step in the healing process is to cure the fear.

And that’s another reason we're the only pediatric hospital of its kind in the region.

ummhealth.org/kids | 855-UMASS-MD

Children’s Medical Center

UMass Memorial Health

4 UMASS MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER

The relentless pursuit of healing ... kids.

 INENENTTEE EEEE

mentor newer staff, and
fulfill the sheriff’s office
mission for the residents
of Worcester County.”

The Worcester County
Jail and House of
Correction is responsi-
ble for pre-trial detainees
and inmates sentenced
to two and a half years
or less. The facility can
accommodate over 1,000
inmates and is in West
Boylston. Additionally,
the sheriff’s office oper-
ates community centers
in Fitchburg, Worcester,
and Webster.

To learn more about
the Worcester County
Sheriff’s Office and how
to become a Correctional
Officer, please visit www.
WorcesterCountySheriff.
com.



	SPEA031425-01w
	SPEA031425-02
	SPEA031425-03
	SPEA031425-04
	SPEA031425-05
	SPEA031425-06
	SPEA031425-07
	SPEA031425-08
	SPEA031425-09
	SPEA031425-10
	SPEA031425-11
	SPEA031425-12
	SPEA031425-13
	SPEA031425-14
	SPEA031425-15
	SPEA031425-16

