
BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – David Prouty High School 
returned to remote learning last week, 
but this time it had nothing to do with 
COVID-19.

Facing persistent issues stemming 
from a burst pipe last month, school 
leaders decided to pivot back to remote 
learning, effective March 3. As of  press 
time, in-person classes were expected to 
resume on March 8.

The incident began on Feb. 26, when 
the Spencer Fire Department respond-
ed to an alarm at DPHS. Upon arrival, 
responders discovered steam and water 

damage in the B Building of  the school. 
The damage was caused by a broken 
heating pipe on the first floor of  the class-
room wing, officials said.

The pipe had been broken for sev-
eral hours before responders arrived, 
flooding the floor with approximately 1.5 
inches of  water.

“Further investigation determined 
several more classrooms were affected 
on the first floor in the B Building,” 
read a statement released to the school 
community by Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District Superintendent 
Paul Haughey. “Heat and water were 
turned off  in the building until the extent 

of  the damage could be evaluated.”
Several attempts to repair the system 

were made, including the installation of  
isolation valves in the classrooms affect-
ed by the damage. But each time the 
water was turned back on to pressurize 
the system, more damage was reported, 
officials said.

On March 2, Haughey contacted 
the Massachusetts Department of  

Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) to seek approval for a return to 
remote learning. DESE officials granted 
the request for a temporary reactivation 
while repairs took place. 

For local students and families who 
have come to loathe remote learning, the 
incident presented the latest frustrating 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – The high 
school sprinkler system is up 
and running again after signif-
icant repairs.

In the weeks after Leicester 
Fire Chief  Michael Dupuis 
sent a Jan. 24 information-
al letter to the community 
regarding the situation, exten-
sive work has been done to get 
the system back online. As of  
Feb. 22, the sprinkler system 
has been operational, accord-
ing to Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Marilyn 
Tencza.

On Dec. 14, 2021, the sprin-
kler system went down due to 
a jockey pump failure, fire offi-
cials said. The jockey pump is 
a water pump that maintains 
the water pressure in the sys-

tem. This failure prevented the 
sprinkler system from holding 
the proper water pressure. 

On Dec. 15, 2021, a new 
jockey pump was installed. 
However, when the contractor 
was ready to test the pump, 
workers noticed that the main 
pump bearing housing was 
broken and bearing parts 
were found on the floor. Upon 
further inspection, rocks and 
debris were found inside the 
sprinkler drain, fire officials 
said. 

On Dec. 21, the piping was 
inspected throughout the 
pump itself, as well as the 
incoming fire suppression 
water line. The results showed 
no restrictions to the water 
supply from debris, but inspec-

Damage from burst pipes 
forces DPHS officials to 
pivot to remote learning

Please Read DPHS, page A9
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Students and staff at Wire 
Village School celebrat-
ed Read Across America 
Week recently. This duo 
paid tribute to Dr. Seuss’ 
“The Cat in the Hat.”

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – On the 
heels of  another successful 
year, the Deja New team has 
a lot to be excited about in 
2022.

Deja New, a volunteer-run 
nonprofit in town, contribut-
ed more than $20,000 in cash 
and in-kind donations last 
year to assist local residents 
and organizations.

“Deja New helped families 
in need by paying house-
hold expenses and making 
in-kind donations of  fur-
niture, toys, and clothing,” 
read a statement released by 
the organization. “They also 
made Christmas brighter for 
several families who were 
struggling to buy presents 
for their children.”

A new program called 
“Summer of  Support” 
provided the town’s first 
responders with much-need-
ed tools and equipment. In 
the schools, meanwhile, 15 
educators received mini-
grants to promote innova-
tion in the classroom. Three 
high school seniors were 
granted college scholar-
ships.

The success stories of  2021 

are nothing new for an orga-
nization that has been relied 
upon since its inception.

In 2018, Deja New held a 

fundraiser called “A Taste 
of  Leicester” to help raise 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – On the same day 
the statewide school mask 
mandate was lifted last week, 
students returned from winter 
vacation to an additional bit of  
welcome news.  

In a recent announcement, 
the CDC informed school offi-
cials that it is no longer requir-
ing students to wear masks 
on school buses and vans. 
This applies to both K-12 stu-
dents and youngsters in child-
care programs. 

“CDC is exercising its 
enforcement discretion to 
not require that people wear 
masks on buses or vans oper-
ated by public or private school 
systems, including early care 
and childcare programs,” read 
a statement released by the 
CDC. “This change is to align 
with updated guidance that no 
longer recommends universal 
indoor mask wearing in K-12 
schools and early education set-
tings.”

Moving forward, individual 
school districts will be respon-
sible for deciding whether to lift 
or maintain the mask require-
ments on buses and vans. Most 
local districts have opted to lift 
the mandates.

“Masks are optional on 

buses and vans for students of  
the Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District,” 
read a statement released by 
SEBRSD Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “As always, any indi-
vidual who wishes to continue 
to mask should be supported in 
that choice—in a respectful and 
responsible manner.”

At its Feb. 28 meeting, the 
Quaboag Regional School 
Committee also decided to 
make masks optional aboard 
school buses. 

“To better align with the 
most recent guidance, stu-
dents are no longer required 
to wear masks on buses 
in the Quaboag Regional 
School District. However, 
students may choose to wear 
a mask on the bus,” said 
QRSD Superintendent Brett 
Kustigian.

Local families and school 
leaders were thrilled by the lat-
est relaxed mandate, as they 
continue to adjust to a new nor-
mal in school buildings after 
nearly two years of  dealing with 
closures, mask regulations, and 
social distancing requirements. 
Area officials also appreciate 
the ability to have local control 
over masking on buses.

Deja New team looks forward 
to a new year of activities
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The Deja New team is looking forward to another year of giving back 
to the Leicester community. 

Please Read DEJA NEW, page A8
Please Read MASKS, page A6

Local schools 
welcome lifting of mask 

mandate on buses

Please Read LHS, page A9

Sprinkler system 
back up and 
running at LHS

 CROWNS • CAPS • BRIDGES • COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT • ROOT CANAL THERAPY 

SURGICAL SERVICES
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS • All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 • (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 

284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL
Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry  • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

New
Patients
Welcome

 We Strive 
For Painless 

Dentistry

We now offer 
In-house Dental 

Insurance. Call for 
more information!

Free by request to residents of East Brookfield, West Brookfield, North Brookfield, Brookfield, Leicester and Spencer
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
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SPENCER – Former State Rep. Kate 
Campanale recently announced that 
she will run for Lt. Governor as part of  
the ticket led by Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Chris Doughty.

“Kate will bring experience, energy, 
and her legendary work ethic to our 
ticket,” Doughty said of  his running 
mate. “Most importantly, when elected, 
the people of  the Commonwealth are 
going to get a tremendous Lieutenant 
Governor who will work around the 
clock to improve the quality of  life in 
Massachusetts.”

Campanale became the first female 

state representative elected to serve the 
17th Worcester District, which includes 
Leicester and a portion of  Worcester. 
As a freshman representative, she made 
an immediate impact with her appoint-
ment to the powerful House Ways and 
Means Committee.

During her tenure at the State House, 
Campanale authored the first-in-the-
nation bill to establish a program 
that incentivizes both employers and 
employees to share and reduce the bur-
den of  student loan debt. She also spon-
sored public safety initiatives to help 
protect women against domestic vio-
lence and give them a voice.

After leaving the legislature, 
Campanale followed her passion to 
educate and mentor by earning her 
Massachusetts educator license in 
history. She then taught locally in 
the Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District. 

Looking ahead to the next chapter, 
Campanale is eager to bring her pas-
sion and dedication to her campaign 
with Doughty. The ticket is committed 
to enhancing affordability across the 
state and assisting residents who have 
faced countless struggles since 2020.

“No matter who you talk to, people 
are worried about their paychecks, 
their bills, and their savings. After 
hearing Chris’s powerful message on 
affordability and meeting with him, I 
knew he is the leader we need in the 
corner office. That’s why I am proudly 
declaring my candidacy for Lieutenant 
Governor,” Campanale said. “The 
Doughty-Campanale ticket is the team 
focused on making Massachusetts 
affordable. We will always put people 
ahead of  politics.”

A graduate of  Sweet Briar College 
with a B.A. in business management, 
Campanale is married to Rep. Peter 
Durant (R-Spencer). She has received 
strong support locally since announc-
ing her bid for Lt. Governor, and she 
embraces the challenge of  expanding 
her ticket’s presence statewide.

“This is not just a Primary fight. We 
are running an aggressive cam-
paign to win in November,” Doughty 

added. “With Kate joining our ticket, 
this sends a loud message that we are in 
this to win it.”

Among the major priorities for 
Doughty and Campanale are making 
Massachusetts more affordable; stream-
lining state government to be more 
consumer friendly; strengthening pub-
lic safety; growing quality jobs; and 
improving education at all levels.

“When I first met Chris, it didn’t 
take long to see that he is a man of  
incredible character, honest compas-
sion, and someone who has a relentless 
pursuit to help improve the lives of  
the people around him—whether in his 
business, his personal endeavors, or as 
our future Governor,” Campanale said. 
“Especially in times like these that we 
find ourselves in today, Chris brings a 
calm, steady, and confident voice to the 
challenges we face.”

On March 1, Doughty and Campanale 
announced their ticket at Stearns 
Tavern in Worcester, a venue in the 
heart of  her former district that holds a 
special significance.

“This building illustrates true com-
munity partnership and what can be 
accomplished when we work togeth-
er,” Campanale said of  a recent relo-
cation project that preserved one of  
Worcester’s most historic buildings 
through a partnership of  over 140 pri-
vate sector businesses, as well as sup-
port from legislators. “It was a special 
honor for me to be a part of  this suc-
cessful achievement and to now watch 
as its vision continues to flourish.”

In spite of  its long, storied history, the 
building previously fell on hard times 
and sat empty—slated for demolition. 
But the partnership between local busi-
nesses and leaders allowed the building 
to be relocated to the shores of  Coes 
Park.

“A concerted, collaborative effort 
brought this building back, and while 
its past is full of  great history, as we can 
see, its future is brighter,” Campanale 
added.

Campanale hopes similar stories of  
reclamation can unfold in cities and 
towns throughout the state in the com-

ing years—both at the community and 
household levels. Massachusetts resi-
dents are facing unprecedented chal-
lenges, and Campanale is ready to work 
with Doughty to deliver solutions.

“The past two years have brought 
about a lot of  disruption and uncer-
tainty to the everyday lives and the 
long-term goals of  our citizens. We have 
a lot of  work to do as we navigate 
this post-pandemic era,” Campanale 
said. “Now, more than ever, we need 
that steady hand and clear focus to cap-
italize on the progress we’ve made and 
tackle those areas that need attention.”

Added Campanale, “As a former 
schoolteacher during this pandemic, I 
can tell you that the past two years 
have been especially hard on our chil-
dren, parents, and teachers. Remote 
learning has set many of  our students 
back—many still struggle to catch up, 
and these are years that our children 
cannot get back. Parents struggle to get 
by and cope with a feeling of  being over-
whelmed. We need to focus on moving 
our schools to a place where kids can 
get back to being kids.”

Campanale cited getting back to 
basics as a key approach to tackling 
the major issues facing the state. This 
involves focusing on core issues affect-
ing all residents.

“It is Chris’s and my shared belief  
that our focus needs to turn to those 
issues that affect our daily lives as we 
build upon the foundation that will 
define success as a whole: education, 
public safety, and affordability—getting 
back to the basics as we prioritize those 
things that will improve the quality 
of  the lives of  our residents and the 
business climate for those who work to 
create jobs here in the Commonwealth.”

Added Campanale, “Over the past 
ten years that I have been involved in 
Massachusetts politics, especially as a 
legislator, I have seen that your tax-
payer dollars are best spent at the local 
level. I know Chris and I speak with a 
singular voice on our commitment to 
maintain relationships with municipal-
ities and increase this crucial funding 
that is so vital for their core services.”

Former state rep makes bid for Lt. Governor
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Former State Representative Kate Campanale 
is hoping to become the next Lt. Governor of 
Massachusetts.

152 Main Street • Spencer
508-885-3385

 CormierSpencer.com
Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

NOW OPEN NEW LOCATION!

It is our pleasure to provide you with the 
highest level of quality and service!

New • Custom• Estate • Repairs

Don’t forget your loved one this 
St. Patrick’s Day

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net
or visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MAY 7 
  Newport Mansions ......................$89
MAY 12 
  My Fair Lady .............................$99
MAY 21 
  Blue Man Group .........................$89
JUNE 25
  Bronx Zoo ............................... $110
JULY 9 
  Cape Cod Canal Lunch  ................. $99
AUG 16-19
  4-Day Boothbay Harbor ................$699

Think Spring!

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062

jsima@stonebridgepress.news
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car 

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$24.95

MARCH SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$59.99

Synthetic 
Oil Change
$59.99

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

Alexander Richard of 
West Brookfield earns 
Dean’s List honors at 
Syracuse University

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — In recognition 
of  superior scholarship, Alexander 
J. Richard has been entered on the 
Syracuse University’s Engineering 
& Computer Science Dean’s List for 
Fall 2021. Richard is majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering and has been 
accepted into the Syracuse University 
College of  Engineering & Computer 
Science Graduate School for Fall 2022. 

To be eligible for Dean’s List recogni-
tion, a student must have a minimum 
semester grade point average of  3.40 
or higher, enrolled in a minimum of  

12 graded credits, and have no miss-
ing or incomplete grades. Syracuse 
University is a private university 
founded in 1870 with approximately 
22,000 students, including approxi-
mately 14,500 undergraduate students 
at its campus in Syracuse, NY.

Leicester Women’s Club 
meets Wednesday

LEICESTER — The Leicester 
Women’s Club will meet Wednesday, 
March 16 at Pineridge Country Club 
at 11.30 a.m.  Lunch is  a buffet bar 
of  Soup (Clam Chowder/Chick Corn 
Chowder), salad, chicken, tuna, ham 
sandwiches, and dessert. Cost is $15.
Program will be our Fire Chief.  Call 
Maureen at 508-864-6871 by Friday 
March 11 for reservations.  New mem-
bers are always welcome.
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LEICESTER — Leicester Middle 
School has released its honor roll for the 
second quarter of  the 2021-2022 school 
year.

8th Grade 
High Honors: Alana Beando, Jacob 

Cosper, Brandon Escobar, John 
Gahagan, Brody Grant, Emily Hunt, 
Casey Knott, Christopher Moffat, 
Grace Price, McKenzie Settle, Dakota 
Zinkevich

Honors: Abigail Baker, Kate Barbato, 
Kyra Beando, Eryn Berkstresser, Kaylee 
Buckley, Avery Bullock, Hunter Clark, 
Owen Fadden, Jasmine Fuller, Jason 
Fuller, Arianna Gonzalez, Michael 
Hagglund, Rowen Hennessey, Natalie 
Kallio, Isabella LePoer, Savannah Lumb, 
Hannah Martin, Carlee McShera, Zoe 
Morales, Nola Perry, Kassidy Poce, Jack 
Skoglund, Luke Soden, Justin Trainor, 
Nicole Tuson, Nathan Wilder, Tyler 
Williams

7th Grade 
High Honors: Brady Bates, Margaret 

Dillon, Taylor Gallant, Jeremy Ledbetter, 
Nikolas Lison, Kaydi Marttila, Valerie 
Maynard, Rachel Nguyen, William 
Nguyen, Ava Petruzzi, Jillian Rodrique, 
Taylor Rodrique, Hannah Spratt, 
Abigail Valinski, Mary Van Hazinga, 
Ava Wells, Sabrina Wright

Honors: Jacob Beaulac, Karysyn 
Bulak, Andrew Carpenter, Kelsey Cole, 
Lena Dolen, Alexander Fournier, Ty 
Gully, David Johnson, Sierra LaCroix, 
Kenneth Lane, Arianna Lemerise, 
Ryder Mandella, Joshua McCormick, 
Ami McGlynn, Nayeli Merino Canas, 
Justin Nguyen, Gianna Panepinto, 
Laila Paquin, Gracie Quinn,  Matthew 
Robbins, Madalyn Rose, Camron Wells

6th Grade 
High Honors: Emma Bernabei, 

Brady Bouchard, Haylee Kularski, 

Trinity Mederios, Charlotte Mercer, 
Max Milionis, Desmond Strom, Jayke 
Williams

Honors: Matthew Alves, Rory Barrett, 
Kennedy Bates, Kaylynn Bowen, Jude 
Campbell, Truman Carr, Isabella Cortes 
Florez, Zachary Couture, Stephen 
Giaquinto, Annalise Guzman, Joseph 
Kulla, William Loosemore, Julianna 
McCormick, Trevor Moorghen, 
Katherine Ozarowski, Alivia Perry, 
Katarzyna Piascik, Maryangelie Rivas, 
Paul Roberts, Paula Roberts, Kelvin 
Rodriguez, Shane Stuart, Ryan Sweeney

5th Grade 
High Honors: Camden Beaudry, John 

Derrick, Javier Flores, Liam Gentile, 
Rocco Lauder, Tighe Laudor, Nick 
Nguyen, Hunter Wright

Honors: Godfrey Angua-Mante, 
Elijah Belisle, Gabriela Carpenter, Liam 
Donahue, Alexis Dould, Brody Dufries, 
Benjamin Hagglund, Braydon Herbert, 
Liana LaFlamme, Natalie LaPointe, 
Papayaw Larbi, Bronson Lyons, Lincoln 
Meloche, Kingston Nguyen, Jaedyn 
Perry, Lily Schimke, Malin Stimson, 
Benjamin Tivnan, Robert Zinkevich

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – With warmer weather 
on the way, residents are looking for-
ward to an exciting and informational 
series of  programs at the Swan Tavern 
Leicester Historical Museum.

On Saturday, March 12, at 1 p.m., “A 
Conversation with Abigail Adams” will 
take place at the tavern. Abigail Adams, 
the wife and close advisor of  President 
John Adams, was also the mother of  
President John Quincy Adams. At this 
event, residents will have the oppor-
tunity to learn more about our second 
First Lady.

On Saturday, April 23, at 1 p.m., resi-
dents will receive “A Visit from Louisa 
May Alcott.” Join other guests for a 
captivating presentation on the life of  

Alcott, including her friendships with 
Thoreau and Emerson, her inspiration 
for “Little Women”, and her connec-
tions to Rev. May and Leicester. This 
event will take place in the Unitarian 
Church (Washburn Square).

“Trailblazers by Timing, Activists by 
Choice” will be presented on Friday, 
June 24, at 7 p.m. The women’s suf-
frage movement didn’t start in 1848, but 
instead years before with abolitionists 
and women fighting for multiple caus-
es, setting the stage for attaining the 
vote. During the June 24 event, Lynne 
McKenney Lydick will bring these 
events to life.

On Friday, Aug. 19, at 7 p.m., “An 
Evening with Paul Revere” will give 
residents a thrilling ride into the past. 
Best known for his ride to warn patriots 

that the British were coming, Revere 
also helped to fortify Boston against 
British attack. 

“A Nipmuc Experience” will be pre-
sented on Saturday, Oct. 8, at 1 p.m. Cold 
Wind, a member of  the Nipmuc Nation, 
will tell guests about various customs 
back when the colonists were just arriv-
ing on the continent.

Finally, on Friday, Nov. 18, at 7 p.m., 

guests will learn more about the ori-
gins of  cherished Christmas traditions. 
This is the perfect event to get you and 
your family in the holiday spirit, as 
renowned storyteller Tom Kelleher will 
share the interesting history of  mistle-
toe, Yule log, Wassail, and more.

Programs at the museum are present-
ed by the Leicester Historical Society.

The museum is located at 1 Paxton St. 

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 

P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester
Veterinary
Clinic, LLC

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

Ben & Jerry

Name: Ben & Jerry
Breed: DLH Tiger
Sex: Neutered Male
Age: 1 year
Ben & Jerry are very friendly boys who 
will greet any visitor to the shelter. 
They are both handsome fellas with 
a personality to match. They must be 
adopted together as they are bonded 
siblings. They are strictly indoor com-
panions but would do best in a home 
rather than an apartment. They are young cats with lots of 
energy and playfulness. Ben and Jerry would bring lots of 
love and fun into some family’s home.

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

764 Main Street 

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

If you would like to nominate someone or a group of 

people for 2022, please email your suggestion to June at 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you. 

Sue Bulman and Jane Todd

In the March 4th issue there was a story of these 

two amazing quilters and long-time friends, who recently 

created an Underground Railroad Quilt. The story behind 

it is very interesting. You can read the whole story in last 

week’s Spencer New Leader online at www.508local.com. 

Thank you, Sue and Jane, for creating this very special 

symbolic quilt and for sharing your talents with your 

community. 

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Winter Hours: Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in for a delicious meal! 
Delicious Fish n’ Chips Every Friday

Call For Reservations • Dine-in or Take out

On Vacation March 25 thru April 7
Re-opening April 8 with new hours, Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 4-8, Sunday 12-5

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
Last available date April 8

Delicious Early American Fare • Reserve Online Today!

CALL NOW TO RESERVE FOR EASTER
Sunday, April 17 • 508-867-2345

Small, 15 lb, female Beagle mix. White and 
tan with a diamond-shaped white patch 

on her neck and brown eyes. No collar but 
microchipped and may be skittish. 

Please call with info:
 203-605-4487. 

REWARD for her safe return.

LOST DOG

March into spring at 
Haston Free Public Library

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Area resi-
dents are invited to march into spring 
with a packed lineup of  programs at 
Haston Free Public Library. 

In honor of  Judicial Outreach Month 
in Massachusetts—a time when the 
state’s Trial Court ramps up commu-
nity outreach efforts—the library will 
receive a special visitor this month. 
On Tuesday, March 22, at 6:30 p.m., 
the library will welcome the Hon. 
Maura McCarthy, First Justice of  the 
East Brookfield District Court. Judge 
McCarthy will tell guests about the 
activities of  the court and describe a 
judge’s typical day, including examples 
of  the kinds of  cases she adjudicates. 

“We are privileged to participate in 
this outreach program and hope this 
presentation will be a valuable experi-
ence for all involved,” read a statement 
released by the library. “It is a unique 
opportunity to learn about the work 
of  the judicial branch of  government 
directly from a judge who addresses a 
variety of  challenging matters present-
ed to her court on a daily basis.”

On Wednesday, March 16, at 6 p.m., 
local businesswoman, entrepreneur, 
and author Dani Whitestone will dis-
cuss her new book, “The Brilliant 
Businesswoman: Your Guide to 
Entrepreneurial Success.”

The author regularly helps entre-
preneurs launch and grow successful 
small businesses. She is the founder 
of  the Women’s Small Business and 

Leadership Network. 
If  you are interested in attending this 

program, call the library at 508-867-0208 
to register. The program is support-
ed in part by a grant from the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council.

Residents are reminded of  an oppor-
tunity to donate pajamas to the Boston 
Bruins PJ Drive. The program runs 
until March 31. 

“So far, we’ve collected more than 30 
and are well on our way to our goal of  50 
PJs,” the library statement read. “As a 
reminder, we are looking for brand new 
pajamas, appropriate for all seasons, 
from sizes 2T through adult medium.”

The Community Connections Parent-
Child Playgroup will once again meet 
at the library. Miss Patty will present 

her stories, crafts, and free playtime ses-
sions on Wednesdays from 10-11:30 a.m.

Finally, the Haston Book Group will 
be reading a selection of  short stories 
this month. The stories will be dis-
cussed on March 29 at 7 p.m. in the 
library and via Zoom. Copies of  the 
stories are available in the library. Call 
508-867-0208 for more information about 
the program, or to access the Zoom link. 

Looking ahead, library leaders are 
planning a program on gardening this 
spring, so be sure to check the library’s 
Facebook page for updates.

A reminder to unvaccinated patrons: 
face masks are still recommended for 
use in the library.

The library is located at 161 North 
Main St.

Swan Tavern announces 2022 programs

LEICESTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
HONOR ROLL
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Spencer Police
  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 

23
12:10-1:05 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 12:50-1:14 
a.m.: parking violations/3 
(Mechanic, McDonald, High 
streets), tickets issued; 2:04-
3:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 7:05 a.m.: medical/
general (High Street); 8:33 
a.m.: medical/general (East 
Charlton Road); 11:39 a.m.: 
restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 12:09 
p.m.: LTC issued/2 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 12:39 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street), lift assist; 12:50 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Sturbridge PD bolo/
arrest; 1:02 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Wall Street); 1:59 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 2:00 
p.m.: disturbance (Maple 
Street), m/f  dispute; 2:22 p.m.: 
medical/general (Temple 
Street); 2:25 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 3:21 
p.m.: disturbance (Maple 
Street); female screaming; 4:24 
p.m.: medical/general (School 
Street); 5:54 p.m.: parking 
violation (Chestnut Street), 
ticket issued; 5:59 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Paxton Road); 
6:01 p.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), services ren-
dered; 6:15 p.m.: disturbance 
(Chestnut Street), noise com-
plaint; 6:34 p.m.: intelligence/
criminal (West Main Street), 
info taken; 7:38 p.m.: distur-
bance (South Spencer Road), 
noise complaint; 8:37 p.m.: 911 

call (Northwest Road), open 
line; 11:39 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Main Street), re: suspi-
cious pkg.; 11:55 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 11:55 p.m.: 
medical/general (Donnelly 
Cross Road); (Total daily mv 
stops – 7).

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
12:22-12:38 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 12:33 a.m.: 
parking violation (Main 
Street), ticket issued; 1:26 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Route 49), 
services rendered; 3:10 a.m.: 
medical/general (Northwest 
Road); 3:36 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 3:48 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 7:17 
a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change 
of  address; 9:00 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Charlton Road), tow 
truck/middle of  road; 10:04 
a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), old gun found; 
10:27 a.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), investigated; 
12:59 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Maple Street); 2:39 
p.m.: animal complaint (West 
Main Street), donation; 2:50 
p.m.: officer wanted (South 
Street), req. welfare check; 
3:42 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 3:46 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), 
services rendered; 4:52 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 5:13 p.m.: distur-
bance (High Street), females 
arguing; 6:37 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), misdial; 
9:35 p.m.: mv complaint (West 
Main Street), erratic operator; 
9:54 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. escort/
retrieve belongings; 11:44 

p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
Eugene Johnson, 48, 51 
Crestwood Road, Leicester, op 
w/suspended license, unreg-
istered mv, arrest; (Total daily 
mv stops – 2). 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
12:16-1:04 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 1:36 a.m.: 
mv lockout (Smithville Road), 
services rendered; 3:42 a.m.: 
DPW call (West Main Street), 
snow becoming heavier; 
5:04 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lincoln Street), lift assist; 
5:29 a.m.: officer wanted (High 
Street), slick conditions; 6:35 
a.m.: animal complaint (High 
Street), loose dog; 6:56 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Meadow 
Road), accidental; 7:37 a.m.: 
accident (Maple Street), 
report taken; 7:56 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Paxton Street); 
8:44 a.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), services rendered; 
9:46 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; mutu-
al aid (Crestwood Avenue), 
Millbury PD req. residence 
check; 10:18 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 10:40 
a.m.: animal complaint (Bay 
Path Road), re: dog placement; 
11:05 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Charlton Road), hang-up; 
11:26 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Water Street), accidental; 
12:48 p.m.: parking complaint 
(Main Street), spoken to; 
3:45 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), spoken to; 4:31 
p.m.: medical/general (South 
Spencer Road); 4:47 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Main 
Street), customer req. officer; 
4:50 p.m.: residential alarm 
(Clark Road), services ren-
dered; 4:51 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 4:57 
p.m.: DPW call (Lakeshore 
Drive), road not plowed; 5:55 
p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 11:48 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; (Total daily 
mv stops – 1).

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12:47-1:33 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 5:07 a.m.: 
medical/general (Crestview 
Drive); 8:42 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Cooney Road), loose 
dog; 9:27 a.m.: open door/
window (Chestnut Street), 
services rendered; 10:00 a.m.: 
medical/general (Paxton 
Road); 10:50 a.m.: entire inci-
dent redacted from police log; 
12:36 p.m.: mutual aid (Pope 
Street), Marlborough PD req. 
assistance; 1:14 p.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), hit/run; 
1:29 p.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), two males loitering; 
2:17 p.m.: fire alarm (Main 
Street), referred; 3:19 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main 
Street), citizen inquiry; 3:49 
p.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 4:57 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), no con-

tact; 5:08 p.m.: parking viola-
tion (Chestnut Street), ticket 
issued; 7:03 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 7:41 p.m.: 
extortion/blackmail (Bixby 
Road), report taken; 8:01 p.m.: 
911 call (Grove Street), mis-
dial; 9:43-10:05 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 11:05 p.m.: 
accident (Kittredge Road), 
report taken; (Total daily mv 
stops – 0).

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:16 a.m.: medical/general 

(Main Street); 9:16 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Maple Street); 
9:51 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 10:55 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 11:05 p.m.: resi-
dential alarm (Clark Street), 
services rendered; 12:18 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), 
m/f  arguing; 12:58 p.m. med-
ical/general (Donnelly Cross 
Road); 3:26 p.m.: mv lockout 
(West Main Street), services 
rendered; 3:38 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), blowout/
Pike eastbound; 3:56 p.m.: 
parking violation (Chestnut 
Street), ticket issued; 3:58 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Briarwood 
Lane), cell phone stolen; 6:12 
p.m.: residential fire (Charron 
Street), referred; 8:00 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main 
Street), Leicester PD/Moose 
Hill shut down; 8:00 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 
8:49 p.m.: mutual aid (School 
Street), Salem PD req. noti-
fication; 9:07 p.m.: 911 call 
(Debbie Drive), accidental; 
11:31-11:51 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure: (Total daily 
mv stops – 0).

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28  
12:59 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 1:02-1:09 park-
ing violations/3 (Chestnut, 
Elm streets), tickets issued; 
1:25 a.m.: medical/general 
(Mechanic Street); 2:48 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 4:11 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); 4:14 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Lincoln Street), medical 
issue; 6:26 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (H.J. Perron Road); 7:17 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Bay 
Path Road), disconnected; 9:51 
a.m.: mv lockout (Crestview 
Drive), services rendered; 
11:10 a.m.: officer wanted (Elm 
Street), req. escort/retrieve 
belongings; 11:11 a.m.: threats 
(Cherry Street), threats/for-
mer roommate; 11:13 a.m.: 
DPW call (Route 49), trash 
on road; 11:22 p.m.: mutual 
aid (Elm Street), req. welfare 
check; 11:27 a.m.: 911 call (Ash 
Street), accidental; 12:04 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Longview 
Drive), investigated; 12;59 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Howe Village), no contact; 
1:45 p.m.: mv lockout (West 
Main Street), services ren-
dered; 2:05 p.m.: officer want-

ed (East Avenue), Facebook 
acct. hacked; 2:10 p.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), 
req. ACO; 2:12 p.m.: harass-
ing calls (Charlton Road), 
random calls; 2:22 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnut Street), 
male yelling; 2:46 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Main Street), working 
on system; 3:12 p.m.: distur-
bance (Howe Village), poss. 
armed assault; 3:27 p.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 3:27 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), reported; 3:39 
p.m.: officer wanted (Summit 
Street), family issue; 3:45 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Greenville 
Street), erratic operator; 5:10 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 5:50 p.m.: commercial 
alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 6:32 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Leicester 
PD bolo/welfare check; 7:30 
p.m.: fraud (Cherry Street), 
Nat’l Grid scam; 8:26 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 9:08 
p.m.: suspicious mv (North 
Spencer Road), investigat-
ed; 11:07 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), LTC 
change of  address; (Total 
daily mv stop – 1).

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
12:33-1:52 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 12:43 a.m.: 
parking violation (Mechanic 
Street), flyer issued; 7:26 a.m.: 
accident (Main Street), info 
taken; 9:13 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 9:21 a.m.: 
fraud (Greenville Street), 
SS scam; 9:42 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Pleasant Street), 
barking dog; 9:51 a.m.: fraud 
(Elm Street), Nat’l Grid acct. 
opened; 10:44 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), open line; 
10:49 a.m.: medical/general 
(Church Street); 12:02 p.m.: 
larceny (West Main Street), 
shoplifting; 12:17 p.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 12:50 
p.m.: office wanted (Bixby 
Road), poss. mv theft; 12:58 
p.m.: medical/general (G.H. 
Wilson Road); 1:30 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Wall Street); 1:44 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), welfare check; 2:50 
p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 2:51 p.m.: 
harassment prevention order 
service (Lambs Grove); 3:31 
p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 5:00 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), dog 
found; 6:11 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Elm Street), can’t reach 
daughter; 6:28 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), 
poss. restraining order viola-
tion; 8:38-8:56 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 11:40 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Mechanic 
Street), services rendered; 
11:55 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; (Total daily mv stops 
– 8).

POLICE REPORTS

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

TO PLACE AN AD:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS

(508) 909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-927) is published weekly by Stonebridge 
Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodical Postage paid at 
Southbridge, MA  01550.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Spencer New 
Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

FRANK G. CHILINSKI

860-928-1818 EXT. 103
frank@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU

860-928-1818 EXT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA

508-764-6102
jim@stonebridgepress.news

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERUBE

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER

JULIE CLARKE

860-928-1818, EXT. 305 
julie@villagernewspapers.com

SPENCER NEW LEADER
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

LEICESTER
$530,000, 1184 Main St, Blackstone 

Vly Realty LLC, to ABC Prime LLC.
$315,000, 994-996 Stafford St, 

Koronis Properties LLC, to Truong, 
Ba, and Dao, Kimberly.

SPENCER
$440,000, 1 Borkum Rd, Biernacki, 

Steven, and Biernacki, Brittany, 
to Pace, Christopher A, and Pace, 
Mellissa A.

$329,000, 171 Ash St, Louise C 
Ethier RET, and Ethier, Louise C, to 
Maloney, Caitlin.

$265,000, 90 Pleasant St, Molinari, 
Arianna, and Tarabia, Yasmine, to 
Little, David, and King, Denise.

$205,000, 1 Grant St, Giguere, Kevin 
R, to Derrick, Kyle.

$50,000, 3 Prouty St, Gallant, 
Mark D, to Gallant, Kathryn M, and 
Gallant, Jonathan.

WARREN
$475,000, 1370 Bemis Rd, Fountain& 

Sons Const Co, to Norton, Leslie H, 
and Norton, Tammy S.

$306,000, 562 Keys Rd, Bateman, 
Linda E, to Kennedy-Smith, Devon B.

$106,000, 18 Dean St, US Bank NA 
Tr, to DCMB Properties LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$258,000, 7 Rodman St, Beauregard, 

Roger F, to Dorman, Kevin.
$100,000, 15 Westwood Ter, Hedlund, 

Bruce F, and Hedlund, Kenneth, to 
Fountain& Sons Const Co.

Turn To POLICE page A5

IT’S
GOIN’

DOWN!
CHECK OUT THE 

SPORTS ACTION!
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  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! 
To advertise on this page please call June at 508-909-4062.

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 3/7/22 was $4.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

$1.00 OFF
$10.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 3/31/22 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 3/31/22 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

www.northeastpizza.com

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

WESTON — Regis College 
is pleased to announce that 
516 students made the Dean’s 
List for academic achieve-
ment for the 2021 fall semester.

* Sarah Ferguson, of  Paxton 
is among the students 
who made the Dean’s List. 
Ferguson is in the class of  2023.

* Hannah Sedares, of  Paxton 
is among the students 
who made the Dean’s List. 
Sedares is in the class of  2022.

To be eligible for the Dean’s 
List as a senior, junior or 
sophomore at Regis, a student 
must have a semester grade 
point average (GPA) of  at 

least 3.50. For first-year stu-
dents, a semester GPA of  at 
least 3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to see so 
many of  our students excel-
ling across the university,” said 
Regis College Vice President of  
Academic Affairs, Mary Erina 
Driscoll, PhD. “The Dean’s List 
and the diversity of  academic 
disciplines speak to a dedicat-
ed student body and to a fac-
ulty that promotes intellectual 
curiosity and achievement.”

A b o u t  R e g i s

Regis College is a coed, Catholic 
university 12 miles west of  

Boston in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergraduate, 
graduate, and doctoral stu-
dents enrolled on campus and 
in fully online graduate pro-
grams, Regis provides an aca-
demically rigorous education 
within the schools of  nursing, 
arts and sciences, business and 
communication, and health 
sciences. The Young School of  
Nursing at Regis has consis-
tently been recognized by the 
National League of  Nursing 
as a Center of  Excellence in 
Nursing Education. In line 
with Regis’ mission of  provid-
ing innovative, industry-fo-
cused learning opportunities, 
the university offers academic 
partnerships with hospitals 

and local employers, a clini-
cal dental center in Waltham, 
Mass., and bachelor’s comple-
tion and accelerated nursing 
programs at its campus in 
Lawrence, Mass. The univer-
sity’s 20 NCAA Division III 
athletic teams compete within 
the Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC). Inspired 
by the social justice values of  
its founders, the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Boston, Regis engag-
es with service initiatives 
within the local community 
and around the world. Visit
https://www.regiscollege.
edu/ to learn more.

Regis students make Dean’s List

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
1:05 a.m.: ambulance (Paxton Street), 

transported; 2:39 a.m.; mv stop (Brown 
Street), resolved; 3:09 a.m.: ambulance 
(Auburn Street), transported; 11:02 
a.m.: harassment (Pleasant Street), 
assisted; 1:20 p.m.: assist other agen-
cy (Stafford Street), resolved; 2:05 p.m.: 
wires down (River Street), services ren-
dered; 4:54 p.m.: property found (South 
Main Street), resolved; 5:42 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Stafford Street), assisted; 6:15 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 6:18 p.m.: fraud (Ingram Road), 
report taken; 7:05 p.m.: suspicious per-
son (Folsom Street), unable to locate; 
10:25 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
no action required.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
12:27 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 12:34 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unregistered 
mv, uninsured mv, criminal application 
issued; 1:19 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:27 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:06 a.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), resolved; 2:13 a.m.: mv 
stop (Peter Salem Road), spoken to; 3:35 
a.m.: parking complaint (Cricklewood 
Drive), resolved; 4:05 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Carleton Road), resolved; 7:20 
a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford Street), 
assisted; 9:32 a.m.: welfare check 
(Dale Street), gone on arrival; 9:34 
a.m.: parking complaint (Town Beach 
Road), resolved; 10:04 a.m.: ambulance 
(Cricklewood Drive), transported; 1:17 
p.m.: ambulance (Greenville Street), 

transported; 2:06 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Main Street), resolved; 4:26 p.m.: 
ambulance (Siani Road), transport-
ed; 5:25 p.m.: disabled mv (Mulberry 
Street), gone on arrival; 5:34 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Rawson Street), transported; 6:38 
p.m.: accident (Paxton Street), report 
taken; 7:39 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), transported to hospital.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12:18 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

spoken to; 12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
citation issued; 1:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:06 a.m.: ambulance 
(Waite Street), transported; 3:23 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 4:29 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), resolved; 
5:21 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 6:41 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
1:14 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 2:22 p.m.: welfare check 
(Main Street), transported to hospital; 
3:16 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
assisted; 6:28 p.m.: accident (Stafford 
Street), report taken; 8:34 p.m.: mutual 
aid (Houghton Street, Worcester), call 
canceled; 9:01 p.m.: disabled mv (Paxton 
Street), no action required; 9:50 p.m.: 
suspicious person (Brickyard Road), 
spoken to; 10:20 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(Crestwood Road), resolved; 10:48 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Paxton Street), unable 
to locate; 11:20 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:40 p.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), resolved; 11:44 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Main Street), false 
alarm.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27
12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-

ken to; 12:31 a.m.: mv stop (McNeil 
Highway), spoken to; 12:51 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Paxton Street), spoken to; 
12:54 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 1:11 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:47 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 

Street), Josue Eduardo Rodriguez, 31, 
82 Pleasant Street, #18, Willimantic, 
CT, OUI liquor, negligent operation, 
unlicensed operation, speeding, arrest; 
10:11 a.m.: debris in road (Main Street), 
removed; 11:50 a.m.: assist citizen 
(South Main Street); 12:57 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 1:06 p.m.: parking com-
plaint (Soojians Drive), citation issued; 
9:25 p.m.: ambulance (Boyd Street), 
transported; 11:36 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Main Street), spoken to.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28

12:27 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), false alarm; 12:52 a.m.: fami-
ly problem (Pine Ridge Drive), peace 
restored; 3:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 8:37 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Stafford Street), referred 
to ACO; 9:05 a.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), report taken; 10:25 a.m.: fraud 
(Fairview Drive), resolved; 11:09 a.m.: 
investigation (Hankey Street), resolved; 
11:30 a.m.: arrest warrant service (South 
Main Street), Matthew Henry Sprague, 
21, 65 Main Street, #209, Peabody, 
straight warrant, arrest; 2:50 p.m.: 
ambulance (Pleasant Street), transport-
ed;  3:06 p.m.: disabled mv (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), resolved; 3:13 p.m.: 
accident (South Main Street), resolved; 
4:14 p.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), no action required; 5:31 p.m.: 
investigation (Broad Street), resolved; 
6:23 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
resolved. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
1:57 a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 

services rendered; 6:57 a.m.: disabled 
mv (Marshall Street), resolved; 9:37 
a.m.: property found (Stafford Street), 
resolved; 10:13 a.m.: assist other PD 
(Pleasant Street, Paxton), spoken to; 
11:14 a.m.: assist citizen (Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:46 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Howard Terrace), 

unable to serve; 12:36 p.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 1:09 p.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), spoken to; 
3:01 p.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 3:23 p.m.: distur-
bance (Pleasant Street), unfounded; 4:10 
p.m.: restraining order service (Howard 
Terrace), unable to serve; 4:25 p.m.: mv 
stop (Mt. Pleasant Avenue), name and 
address redacted from police log, op 
w/suspended registration, uninsured 
mv, unregistered mv, criminal appli-
cation issued; 5:03 p.m.: family prob-
lem (Mannville Street), peace restored; 
7:11 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Howard Terrace), unable to serve; 8:11 
p.m.: mv stop (Henshaw Street), spoken 
to; 8:23 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 11:36 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), assist-
ed.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
12:47 a.m.: ambulance (Breezy Green 

Road), transported; 2:29 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), Benley Love Lysius, 21, 
85 Ward Street, #2, Worcester, warrant 
docket, arrest; 3:16 a.m.: transport pris-
oner (Main Street, Spencer), transport-
ed; 4:16 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Spencer), transported; 4:26 a.m.: assist 
citizen (Main Street); 4:35 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Victoria Drive), transported; 6:53 
a.m.: ambulance (Pine Ridge Drive), 
transported; 9:48 a.m.: welfare check 
(Shady Lane), resolved; 11:39 a.m.: assist 
citizen (Town Beach Road), resolved; 
1:36 p.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond Drive), 
transported; 3:54 p.m.: fraud (Stafford 
Street), report taken; 5:49 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Pine View Avenue, Worcester), 
call canceled; 7:23 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), no action 
required; 8:47 p.m.: welfare check 
(Hankey Street), no action required; 
10:54 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported.

# # # 

POLICE
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To the Editor:
Two years into the Biden Idiotocracy, 

and we see the results. Can anyone 
name one positive accomplishment 
that he has made? Anyone, please! 

Immigration is a complete mess, 
with wide open southern borders. 
Illegals and drugs now flow freely into 
our towns and neighborhoods unabat-
ed; Sleepy Joe and cackling Kamala 
have done absolutely nothing to stop 
it. In fact, they encourage it. Before 
the election, the Democrats ridiculed 
the wall and extolled drones as a better 
alternative. We all see that this was 
a complete smokescreen to get cheap 
labor and future Democratic voters 
filling our country. If  we had Trump 
in office, the border wall would be fin-
ished, and immigration controlled by 
the dedicated ICE agents. These poor 
guys under BiDumb are labeled racist 
thugs and stripped of  their powers.

Inflation is out of  control and will 
get worse. It’s all a direct result of  his 
war on our oil industry and energy 
self-reliance. His policies of  cutting 
fracking, closing pipelines, and adding 
regulation have brought us to oil and 
gas at $4 a gallon. We all know it will 
be at $6 in the summer. So, let’s see 
what all this stimulus monies going 
to do for you when it comes in one 
pocket and out the other to pay the 
higher energy costs. He says he feels 
your pain. I don’t think dementia Joe 
feels anything. He only reads what his 
handlers put in front of  him. If  we 
had Trump in office gas and oil would 
be at $1.50 a gallon. Instead of  stim-
ulus handouts, he would have every-
one working at high paying energy 
jobs that flowed back into surround-
ing communities to support schools, 
restaurants, hotels, etc. Where are you 
going to use the stimulus money pay-
offs from Joes and Pelosi. I can tell 
you.  It will be used to pay towards the 
rising costs of  everything from his 
failed policies. 

Foreign relations. What we are see-
ing now is the results when you put a 
weak, feeble-minded leader in control. 
Our adversaries around after meeting 
Alzheimer Joe are laughing at us and 
salivating. They know our country 
is so messed up if  we put this guy at 
the helm. They see our own army get-
ting attacked by Woke generals who 
care less about the fighting ability 
of  our troops, but more about their 
adherence the CRT doctrines. Our 
adversaries know times are ripe for 

attacking. Imagine powerful leaders 
like Putin or Kim meeting in per-
son with stumbling bumbling Joe 
BiDumb! I wouldn’t be surprised if  
one slapped BiDumb across the face. 
Of  course, our Democratic controlled 
media would not show it, and instead 
say Biden showed incredible strength. 
We all know if  Trump was in office, he 
would be making NATO nations build 
themselves up. Leaders like Putin and 
Kim would fear Trump’s unpredict-
able nature to even attempt what they 
are doing now. With Joe, they know 
his and Obama’s nature. Do nothings 
with a lot of  empty rhetoric! Weak, 
ineffective, and easily bought out! 
Foreign policy using payments(bribes) 
to Iran and North Korea from the likes 
of  Hillary and Kerry. Trump never 
gave them one dime and accomplished 
world peace during his four years.

It’s interesting the socialist liberals 
are now calling for America to be 
strong and fight for Ukraine. They 
want you to fight for their freedom. 
These are the same ones that want our 
government to run roughshod over 
our liberties with mask mandates and 
forced innoculations. They want to 
defund our military and use these 
monies for Woke social justice caus-
es. The Ukraine is a fine example of  
what happens when you allow your 
country to become weak and depend 
on others. I recall one such liberal, 
brother Kimball, decry that we should 
not spend one more dime on tanks 
or planes. Maybe he should go to the 
Ukraine and see if  his prayers stop the 
bombing.

Now we see in his first State of  the 
Union how dumb he and his handlers 
think we Americans are. His says his 
goals going ahead are: Fund the Police, 
stop inflation by bring work back to 
the US, and immigration control. 
Things that Trump not only said but 
was doing. BiDumb’s handlers know 
that things are going so bad that they 
need to use the policies of  Trump just 
to try to stay in power. I hope most of  
the voters out there see what a fool 
they were made of  in November. We 
need to vote every Republican into 
office and get out the Democrats who 
have ruined America by putting this 
puppet in there. Enough already of  
this Idiotocracy.                                                                                 

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

Enough already

To the Editor:
To those who have been wondering, 

yes, I’m still around.  Yes, I still read 
the Spencer New Leader.

I have to say, the cost/benefit anal-
ysis of  writing into the Spencer New 
Leader has declined substantially 
since Donald Trump’s megaphone 
(Twitter) was taken away from him 
and the dust settled out after the Jan. 
6, 2021 insurrection.  It was fun debat-
ing the virtues and horrors of  a crowd 
of  adoring supporters used by a sit-
ting president as a weapon against a 
legislature to overturn the election 
he lost.  In the end, though he didn’t 
pull it off, and the guy who won the 
election became President.  Debating 
COVID-19, how real it was, how the 
“party of  life” became a death cult, 
the efficacy of  vaccines, whether vac-
cines should be required or not was 
pretty interesting throughout the first 
half  of  2021 as well.

As 2021 came to a close, watching 
the news was simply deja-vu.  First, 
with the Delta surge, we saw the 
United States once again climb to the 

top and lead the world in hospitaliza-
tions, ICU admissions, intubations, 
and deaths.  This time, though, every-
one that wanted a vaccine had gotten 
one, so it was so heavily focused in 
red states and counties that Trump 
won in 2020; it was hilarious.  So much 
for the “party of  life”…  As Delta 
surged, the same old arguments that 
had been bantered for 18 months came 
out – freedom vs. health.  By the time 
Omicron came onto the scene, it was 
both horrifying and honestly unin-
teresting – another wave of  COVID, 
the idiots arguing against mitigations 
and vaccinations, hospitals nearing 
overrun.  What was horrifying was 
just uninteresting when it was the 
fourth time and the orange megalo-
maniac had been muzzled.

When this first started, I told peo-
ple that managing an infectious virus 
was culturally incompatible with the 
United States and it would kill 1 mil-
lion people before it was done.  As it 
stands right now, the United States 

Losing interest

I am sure many of  us have pleasant 
memories of  when gas was under 25 
cents a gallon, and life was much less 
stressful.  Though we still have come-
dians capable of  offerings that amuse 
and lighten the unrelenting tension 
of  current events.  In former times, a 
fellow named Will Rogers was usually 
spot on in his assessments, and was 
asked why, with his gifts, he did not 
go into politics. He replied that he pre-
ferred to stick with honest work.

Some 30 years ago, during the Reagan 
years, the USSR collapsed.  The Berlin 
Wall came down, and several former 
bloc countries, yearning for freedom, 
started reformation when Lech Walesa, 
a Polish labor leader, spearheaded a 
revolt and became president. While 
the job exceeded his talent, the ball 
was rolling.  One issue then facing the 
world was that Russian nukes were 
widespread in the USSR, and Ukraine 
was now the third most heavily armed 
nuclear nation. An agreement was 

forged between Russia, the UK and the 
USA that Russia would remove their 
nukes, and in return, we would all guar-
antee their sovereignty and their bor-
ders. Since most of  Russia’s abutters 
had puppet governments beholding to 
Russia, everyone took the agreement 
as the west will not take advantage of  
their lack of  nukes to invade them. 
Flash forward 30 years, and instead 
of  enforcement, Russia decides that 
its navy’s only deep water port, being 
Crimea, instead of  leasing it as we do at 
Gitmo or in US bases all over the world, 
and knowing that most of  its popula-
tion is Russian, they just claim and 
take possession of  it.  Imagine if  we 
did that in Okinawa.  Because that pop-
ulation has migrated north, Putin has 
now declared that land independent 
countries. After 22 years in power and 
all of  his opposition killed or subdued, 
seizure of  Georgia and Chechnya (after 
reducing Grozny to rubble), he thinks 
it his right to rebuild the USSR where 

his KGB glory days started.  Because 
the de-nuke agreement was thought to 
be a benefit to Russia, apparently, we 
feel no obligation of  enforcement, even 
though Zelensky has requested it.

I get it. Nobody wants a nuclear war.
Putin called the parade of  immense 
rows of  military hardware, re-unifica-
tion, and since Russian military vets 
are flagging down tanks and asking 
in Russian, what they think they are 
doing, it looks increasingly like the 
Chechnya solution, including use of  
internationally banned weapons and 
foolishly firing on a giant nuclear 
power plant where a leak might devas-
tate his two new countries and Crimea. 
Russian troops are losing heart, punch-
ing holes in gas tanks and surrender-
ing or just walking away in large num-
bers.  The last thing needed is to boost 
their morale or confliction, by putting 
our troops in there. If  the mad Russian 

Make America America again

EDITORIAL

Approaching
wellness
through
service

At a time when our country seems 
more divided than ever, and tempers 
are quick to flare over such hotbed 
issues as border wars,  gun control, 
human rights violations and cli-
mate change, it’s become increasing-
ly common to hear our peers speak 
of  strange times and an undefined 
feeling of  malaise. Interpersonal vio-
lence has been on the rise, and an 
overall sense of  disconnectedness has 
led many to feel isolated and fearful.
The international playing field seems 
full of  land mines, and each day brings 
unpredictable media headlines. As the 
national stage normalizes disrespect 
of  others and that behavior seeps into 
everyday interactions, it becomes 
more necessary than ever for all of  
us to practice goodwill toward others.
The opioid epidemic touches a grow-
ing number of  families. Many peo-
ple hide behind their social media 
personas; quick to fire volatile opin-
ions they would otherwise be unable 
to say in face-to-face interactions. 
We hear that climate change isn’t real, 
while also being told that a mass extinc-
tion is underway and life as we know it 
will end in thirty years. Every day, we 
send our children to school, secretly 
questioning whether they will be safe.
Some days, the problems of  the world 
feel insurmountable. While there is 
no simple one-solution approach to 
the issues swirling around us, some-
times the best way to make sense of  
the world is simply by helping others.
Rosalynn Carter summed it up best 
when she said, “Do what you can to 
show you care about other people, and 
you will make our world a better place.” 

Volunteering provides count-
less benefits to both the giver and 
the recipient. Uplifting others, even 
something as simple as making 
another person smile, can change the 
path of  an entire day, if  not a life.
We are well aware of  the gift of  ser-
vice and how it benefits others who 
may be less fortunate. But we do not 
often consider the impact volun-
teering can have on our well-being. 
As we each consider our path to well-
ness, we would be wise to include com-
munity engagement alongside cardio 
and strength training. Research has 
shown that volunteering not only 
increases self-confidence and combats 
depression; it also helps us stay physi-
cally healthy and lowers mortality rates. 
Through community service, we form 
tangible bonds with others, and our 
social and relationship skills improve. 
And just maybe, each charitable act we 
perform will help offset that malaise 
that hangs in the air.

As the civil rights leader, Dorothy 
Height, once said, “Without communi-
ty service, we would not have a strong 
quality of  life. It’s important to the per-
son who serves as well as the recipient. 
It’s the way in which we ourselves grow 
and develop.”

The long-running coronavirus pan-
demic has fueled a lot of  anxieties – 
including financial ones. But some peo-
ple have had far fewer worries than 
others.

Consider this: Among those investors 
who work with a financial advisor, 84 
percent said that doing so gave them 
a greater sense of  comfort about their 
finances during the pandemic, accord-
ing to a survey from Age Wave and 
Edward Jones.

Of  course, many peo-
ple experience invest-
ment-related fears even 
without a global health 
crisis, and that’s proba-
bly not surprising, given 
the periodic volatility 
of  the financial mar-
kets. But financial guid-
ance can come in handy 
during relatively normal 
times, too.

A financial profession-
al can help you …

… Look past the 
headlines – Inflation, 

interest rates, pandemics, elections – 
there’s always something in the news 
that could affect the investment world 
in the short term. But by helping you 
construct a portfolio that’s built for the 
long term and reflects your goals, risk 
tolerance and time horizon, a financial 
advisor can enable you to look past the 
headlines.

… Avoid emotional decisions – Many 
people let their emotions drive their 
investment choices. When the mar-
ket goes through a downturn and the 
value of  their investments drops, they 
sell to “cut losses,” even though these 
same investments may still have good 
business fundamentals and promising 
futures. Conversely, when the market is 
on an uptick, some people chase after 
“hot” investments, even when they 
become overpriced and may have very 
little room to grow. But a financial advi-
sor can help keep you from making 
these fear- and greed-based actions by 
only recommending moves that make 
sense for your situation.

… Work toward multiple goals – At 
various times in your life, you may 
have simultaneous financial goals. For 
example, you could be investing for a 
retirement that’s decades away, while 
also trying to save for a child’s college 
education. A financial professional can 
suggest ways you can keep working 
toward both objectives, in terms of  how 
much money you can afford to invest 
and what types of  savings and invest-
ment vehicles you should consider.

… Prepare for the unexpected – Most 
of  us did not need a pandemic to remind 
us that unexpected events can happen 
in our lives – and some of  these events 
can have serious financial impacts on 
us and our loved ones. Do you have ade-
quate life insurance? How about disabil-
ity insurance? And if  you ever needed 
some type of  long-term care, such as an 
extended stay in a nursing home, how 
would you pay for it? A financial advi-
sor can evaluate your protection needs 
and recommend appropriate solutions 
that fit within your overall financial 
strategy.

… Adapt to changing circumstanc-
es – Over time, many things may change 
in your life – your job, your family 
situation, your retirement plans, and 
so on. A financial professional can help 
you adjust your financial strategy in 
response to these changes.

Achieving your financial goals may 
present challenges, but it doesn’t have 
to cause you years of  worry and distress 
– as long as you get the help you need. 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Financial
advisors can 
help reduce 
anxiety

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

TREVOR
NIELSON

Turn To HAR-YAROK page A7

Turn To KIMBALL page A7

“We look forward to an outstand-
ing spring of  2022. We thank you for 
your support and partnership of  the 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District,” Haughey’s statement 
read.

Additional information on the updat-
ed CDC transportation guidance is 
available at www.cdc.gov. The site also 
provides a list of  frequently asked ques-
tions. 

MASKS
continued from page A1
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has seen 958,621 confirmed deaths from 
COVID-19 and 79,271,466 confirmed 
cases.  We of  course know that there are 
many more deaths that weren’t record-
ed as such.  Over the last two years, 
we’ve seen 2.2 million more deaths from 
all causes compared to the prior two 
years.  There are also 10’s of  millions of  
mild cases that were never recorded…

Just to remind some of  you of  some 
choice Trump quotes…  “I think the 
virus is going to be – it’s going to be 
fine,” “Looks like by April, you know 
in theory when it gets a little warm-
er, it miraculously go away”…  “The 
Coronavirus is very much under control 
in the USA…the stock market starting 
to look very good to me.”  “I think that’s 
a problem that’s going to go away…”
“The 15 (cases in the U.S.) within a cou-
ple of  days is going to be down to close 
to zero”…  “It’s going to disappear.  One 
day, like a miracle, it will disappear”…
“The Coronavirus – and this is their 
new hoax”…

Too bad for the 2.2 million people who 
died that otherwise wouldn’t have, the 
tens of  millions who were hospitalized, 
the millions with long COVID, and all 
of  us who had the most bizarre 2 years 
of  the last century…Too bad we didn’t 
have a competent leader when the pan-
demic of  the century rolled around.

As things got back to normal, my 
level of  interest in writing in waned, as 
it was just the same stuff  re-hashed by 
the same people, half  or untrue talking 
points thrown back and forth and 
nobody convincing anyone else of  any-
thing.  It was just boring.  I really miss 
Trump’s Twitter feed; it gave us new 
content to fight over week after week.

I feel compelled to write in because 
my name came up and some ridiculous 
comments about the Canadian trucker 
protest.

First, the Canadian truckers were pro-
testing border regulations.  I shouldn’t 
have to explain to the Republicans that 
you have no rights at the border.  The 
issue at hand was whether Canadian 
citizen truckers who weren’t vacci-
nated could return to Canada with-
out a 14-day quarantine.  Vaccination 
requirements are clearly constitutional 
in both Canada and the United States, 
and nobody has any rights at the bor-
der. Furthermore, it is totally reason-
able of  Canada to want people who were 
recently in the USA to be vaccinated.
There was nothing heroic about this, 
these truckers were economic terrorists 
blocking roads leading to automotive 

factories on both sides of  the border fur-
loughing workers because they couldn’t 
ship goods back and forth.

If  I had more time and energy, I’d 
go back through the New Leader 2020 
archives, but I’m sure the conservatives 
on here wanted extremely harsh pen-
alties for BLM protestors that blocked 
roads.  I should remind everyone that 
blocking roads in the name of  BLM 
was never OK anywhere and gener-
ally led to arrests.  14,000 people were 
arrested nationwide during the BLM 
protests.  Many people thought it was 
reasonable to hit pedestrians protesting 
in the streets if  they were blocking the 
street.  I just find it so interesting that 
truckers blocking a very limited num-
ber of  chokepoints somehow came to 
symbolize freedom rather than crimi-
nal activity.

Whether roads can be blocked or not 
to further a political goal should have 
nothing to do with the political goal 
itself.  Is blocking roads OK, or is it not?
Is it OK if  you want what the blockade 
wants, but if  you don’t want what the 
blockade wants you want them mowed 
down, beaten, and arrested?  What is 
the difference between a patriot and a 
criminal – whether you agree with them 
or not?

I could go paragraph by paragraph, 
picking apart Mr. McRae, Mr. Robbilard, 
and Mr. Herholz, but why?  Without new 
content, we’ve descended into weird 
name calling, anecdotes of  hitchhiking 
decades ago, and conservative talking 
points laced into sentence-like struc-
ture.  I too hope the Spencer New Leader 
keeps publishing all the letters - let let-
ters speak for the ideologies they push.

I like to be entertained by my poli-
tics.  As we enter the mid-term season 
and with a war overseas which could 
turn nuclear and there being a “Putin 
wing of  the Republican Party,” perhaps 
things will get interesting again and it 
will rekindle my interest.

OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

Socially Speaking…
ABOUT TOWN
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foolishly tests NATO, we will have start-
ed WWIII.  My fear has long been that 
eventually, some Jihad kamakaze who 
has been promised a hundred virgins 
and has a nuke, will begin the end.  I 
can only hope more rational people will 
take charge.

On that theme, at the recent Conflicted 
Putin Asses Cult convention, where 
they flew Russian flags, emblazoned 
Trump, where he called Putin smart 
and our leaders stupid, I was nearly 
as disgusted as with Congresswomen 
Boebert and Greene trying to shout 
down the POTUS giving the State of  the 
Union speech and announcing cancer 
fighting initiatives.

My family and I are proud to be 
Americans, and have been since we 
were England, and have served in every 
war. Both of  my sons were US Army 
on 9/11. My granddaughter is USAF in 
Texas, and despite suggesting delay, my 
grandson leaves for the army in two 
weeks. It makes me proud to a lever that 
rivals being Ukrainian.

What is not making me proud is the 
vitriol and political claptrap, that per-
meates our lives.

The mere fact that I have to remind 
people that the Russians are not our 
friends, that Putin is a thug , a killer and 
a lunatic.  And to have a former POTUS, 
who knows full well he put bounties on 
our troops, call him smart, and our offi-
cials dumb, literally turns my stomach, 
not only against him, but at everyone 
who would consider him anything but a 
traitor.  I expect that will soon be proved 
in court, but this slug ignores our laws, 
was without a shred of  doubt, conspir-
ing to overturn an election, hi morality 
is clear (ask stormy), and the fact that 
an entire party (less Cheney, Kinzinger 
and maybe-Romney) are in awe and 
lockstep with this worm, on the cusp 

of  possible nuclear confrontation, sure 
does look like we may soon see armed 
confrontation here.

Bidens last statement was the 
state of  our union is strong.  Nobody 
believes that. If  we do not, at minimum, 
strengthen if  not eliminate the electoral 
college, the Jan. 6 committee will be 
laying out chapter and verse how a well 
organized conspiracy and less than 200, 
can overrule the will of  82 million vot-
ers.  It is currently being fine tuned in 
red states nationwide.  When VP Pence 
did not cooperate by selecting the illegal 
slates of  electors sent in, they figured 
they need to be able to alter voting out-
comes at the state level, and are doing 
a bangup job of  that, even allowing 
discarding of  results. One would laugh 
if  what they have done was not so con-
voluted.  Texas sent out ballot request 
forms requesting either license number 
or last 4 of  SS, then rejected any that did 
not give both. Is it foolish to think we 
should make it easy for all legal voters 
to do so?  That sure is not what is hap-
pening. Universal vote by mail should 
rule, and intimidation, long lines and 
nutso registration rules must go.

They will continue the misinforma-
tion about BBB, which would be paid 
for by our oligarchs, because econo-
mists say it will actually reduce the 
deficit- Joe laid it out- child care, health 
care, drug pricing, reduce oil depen-
dence.  I am guessing those of  you 
who supported the two trillion Trump 
borrowed to give 83 percent to million-
aires, with probable buy another big 
lie, when they tell you that things ben-
efitting you are budget busting, and if  
reports are true, you will punish Dems 
at the polls in November, by voting in 
more Republicans who have supported 
nothing. It really is an IQ test-good luck 
with it.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

KIMBALL
continued from page A6

Looking forward to ice out
The month of  March is 

already here, and anglers 
are anxious to start fish-
ing as soon as ice out 
happens on their favorite 
body of  water. There are 
a lot of  trout just waiting 
to be caught prior to the 
state’s spring stocking 
in a few weeks. Anglers 
are still ice fishing on 
Northern bodies of  water, as well as 
numerous lakes in Maine and New 
Hampshire, which still had 20 inches 
of  ice last week. Ice fishing anglers had 
a great season, but are ready for some 
rod & reel action on both fresh and 
saltwater.

The Springfield Sportsmen’s Show 
was a great success this year, although 
Friday’s opening day was a disaster 
because of  the snowstorm, but the final 
two days were great, with a good turnout 
by sportsmen and women. This week, 
anglers are eager to attend the annu-
al Saltwater Fishing Show in Rhode 
Island at the Rhode Island Convention 
Center.

The show opens on 
March 11 and runs for 
three days. Hours are 
Friday noon – 8 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m.-7 p.m., 
and Sunday 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. This annual show is 
the best saltwater fishing 
show in the Northeast, 
according to local sports-
men, and they are ready 

to spend as much time as they can 
talking to the pros about the upcom-
ing saltwater fishing season. The latest 
saltwater fishing gear will be on dis-
play, as well as numerous seminars that 
are extremely popular among attend-
ees. Anglers are also eager to get the 
final saltwater fishing regulations for 
Massachusetts & Rhode Island for 2022.

Some regulations are already out and 
published in some of  the popular fish-
ing magazines, but many anglers are 
waiting to attend the show to speak 
directly to the two states’ Fish & Wildlife 
personal that will have booths set up at 
the show.  Many were not happy with 
this year’s proposals, and are ready to 

voice their disappointment.
This week’s picture shows a German 

Shorthair pup, the latest addition to the 
Ralph Godin family. Ralph lost his eight 
year old Labrador dog (Coop) last year, 
and it was a devastating blow to the 
family and Ralph. I was surprised to see 
him choose a pointing dog for his new 
hunting companion, but he does a lot 
of  pheasant hunting, and the new pup 
should provide him with a lot of  great 
hunting experiences this fall.

Anyone that has lost a pet or hunting 
dog knows what it is to lose a dog. It 
leaves a void that brings a lot of  sad-
ness, but the memories of  the dog will 
never be forgotten. The new dog will 
in time will fill the void, and will make 
many new memories for Ralph & his 
family. Training his new pup this spring 
to hunt, will also provide a lot of  enjoy-
ment.

This is the time of  year that many 
sportsmen & women will be purchasing 
a new dog for hunting. It is the perfect 
time, and the new pup should be ready 
for the 2022 fall hunting season if  they 
are given plenty of  training prior to 

hunting season.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending.

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

It’s been several weeks since 
my last update on antique, col-
lectibles and auctions news. 
Many historical items and a 
one-of-a-kind piece of  sports 
memorabilia have recently 
been put up for auction.

The Daily News writes that 
a collection of  NASA photos 
from the Apollo space program 
are being offered at a UK auc-
tion house. The collection, 
which features photos from the 
Apollo 11 moon-landing flight, 
belonged to the late journal-
ist and author Tim Furniss. 
An original copy of  Earthrise, 
the first photograph of  earth 
taken by a person, has an esti-
mate of  £1,200 (about $1,588 
USD). A photo of  Buzz Aldrin 
on the lunar surface next 
to the American flag is also 
estimated at £1,200. A photo 
of  Buzz Aldrin taken by Neil 
Armstrong, which may be the 
most famous photo from the 
mission, is projected to sell for 

£2,000 ($2,647 USD). The entire 
collection is estimated to sell 
for £41,500 ($54,927 USD).

Moving to news a bit closer 
to the ground, a leather helmet 
worn by American aviation 
pioneer Amelia Earhart recent-
ly sold at auction, according to 
CBS news. Earhart wore the 
helmet during the 1928 flight 
that made her the first woman 
to fly on a transatlantic flight. 
She wore that same helmet 
when she took part in the 
Women’s National Air Derby 
from Santa Monica, Calif. to 
Cleveland, Ohio. Thousands 
greeted Earhart when she 
landed in Cleveland, and she 
lost her helmet in the crowd of  
people. A man named Anthony 
Twiggs consigned the helmet 
to auction. His mother Ellie 
was in that crowd in Cleveland. 
CBS reported that “Ellie told 
her family that a boy who liked 
her said he had found Earhart’s 
leather helmet on the ground 
and wanted to give it to her.” 
The aviator cap sold for over 10 
times the estimate of  $80,000, 
fetching $825,000.

Today’s final story comes 

from the sports world. Netflix’s 
“The Last Dance” miniseries 
about Michael Jordan was par-
tially responsible for a recent 
surge in collecting sports mem-
orabilia. Yahoo Sports reports 
that a Connecticut man named 
Mike Cole recently realized 
that he owned a ticket stub from 
Michael Jordan’s debut game. 
A friend of  Cole’s originally 
gave him two tickets to a Bulls 
game when he was a student 
at Northwestern University in 
Chicago. None of  Cole’s friends 
on campus wanted to go to the 
game with him after the Bulls 
had three previous losing sea-
sons. Yahoo reported that there 
wasn’t “much buzz preceding 
the debut of  a rookie guard 
from North Carolina drafted 
after Hakeem Olajuwon and 
Sam Bowie.” Cole went by him-
self, picked up the tickets at the 
will call window and saved the 
unused ticket.

Cole said that he would have 
sold the ticket for $500 before 
he learned what the game stub 
was worth. Some predicted the 
ticket might fetch up to $1 mil-
lion. It didn’t reach that valu-

ation, but Cole was more than 
pleased with the $468,000 it 
brought. He will use the money 
to pay off  his mortgage, help 
pay for his children’s education 
and travel. His decision to sell 
it proved to be a slam dunk.

There are only a few more 
days to consign items for our 
spring multi-estate auction. My 
“Evaluating your antiques” 
class will be held at Bay 
Path’s adult evening school on 
Wednesday, March 23. More 
auctions and other events are 

also being planned. Please 
see our Web site, https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com, to join 
our email list or follow us on 
Facebook to keep up to date on 
auctions and other events.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/Appraiser 
Central Mass Auctions for 
Antique Auctions, Estate Sales 
and Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.com (508-
612- 6111) info@centralmassauc-
tions.com

WAYNE
TUISKULA

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Latest antique, collectables, and auction news
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The art of  Maple Sugaring has long 
been a New England task steeped in 
tradition. The area’s picture post-
card landscape treats onlookers to 
Maple trees outfitted with old fash-
ioned tin buckets and taps, while 
chimneys of  nearby sugar shacks 
swirl out thick smoke into the sky.
Tracing its roots back to the Native 
Americans, maple sugaring is an annu-
al chore that has long been a high-
ly anticipated event in rural New 
England. In celebration of  maple syrup 
season, this week’s column features 
maple facts and a few recipes to try!
**

The Sugaring Process: The process 
of  making maple syrup is labor inten-
sive. For four to six weeks in the win-
ter or early spring, farmers collect the 
watery sap of  dormant sugar maple 
trees. The sap is extracted through tap 
holes, which are drilled into the trunks 
and fitted with spouts and buckets or 
the more modern and common method, 
plastic tubing. The sap is then trans-
ported to the sugar house and boiled in 
pans to evaporate the liquid. The sap 
only yields 1/30 to 1/50 the amount of  
syrup as the original quantity of  sap!

**

Legend Has It: The process used to 
make maple syrup is essentially the 
same one that Native Americans first 
used hundreds of  years ago and they are 
credited as the first to discover the fact 
that sap from maple trees could be pro-
cessed into maple syrup. While there are 
no authenticated accounts of  how this 
process was discovered there are sev-
eral interesting legends. Undoubtedly 
these have been modified over time, but 
it is likely this discovery was accidental.
One popular legend involves a Native 
American chief  who supposedly hurled 
his tomahawk at a tree. The tree was 
a sugar maple, and sap began to flow. 
The clear liquid that dropped from the 
tree was collected in a container that 
happened to be on the ground below. 
Believing the liquid was water, it was 
used to cook venison. Following cook-
ing, both the meat and the sweet liquid 
that remained were found to have a 
tasty sweetness. There are other varia-
tions to this legend, yet the fact remains 
that tapping a sugar maple in the late 
winter resulted in sap that could be pro-
cessed into a delicious sweet syrup that 
had numerous uses.

**
Pure Maple Syrup Recipes
Thick, rich maple syrup may be at 

its best right from the bottle, but the 
sweet native treat also adds a distinc-
tive taste to an array of  dishes. Here 
are some classic New England maple 
recipes, along with a couple of  newer 

ones that have earned rave reviews.
Note: For optimum taste, pure maple 
syrup should be used in these recipes.

**
Maple Syrup Candy
Delicious maple candy is a favor-

ite edible “souvenir” served at eater-
ies along the East Coast. To make this 
homemade version at home, just be sure 
to follow directions carefully and avoid 
making on a humid day.

Ingredients: 2 c. maple syrup; 
3/4 c. Half  & Half; 2 T. white corn 
syrup; 1 c. broken walnuts
Directions: Combine maple syrup, Half  
& Half  and corn syrup in heavy sauce-
pan. Cook to softball stage, stirring 
constantly. Cool. Add nuts. Beat until 
mixture starts to lose its gloss. Drop by 
spoonfuls on waxed paper.

**
Maple Cream Pie
This New England maple pie recipe 

is reminiscent of  old fashioned shoofly 
pie.

Ingredients: 3 large eggs; 2 cups pure 
maple syrup; 1 cup heavy cream; 2 table-
spoons flour; 2 cups sweetened whipped 
cream; 1 prepared pie crust.

Directions: Bake crust in a 375 
degree oven until edges lightly 
browned, about 12 minutes. Set aside.
Filling: In a medium bowl, combine 
eggs, maple syrup, cream, and flour. 
Whisk until well blended. Place pie pan 
on baking sheet, pour filling into crust. 
Bake at 375 degree oven for 400 to 50 
minutes, or until pie puffs up. Let cool, 
add whipped cream on top and serve.

**
14 Minute Maple Fudge

Old fashioned maple fudge has never 
tasted better than with this classic reci-

pe. Simply delicious.

Ingredients: four cups maple syrup; 
one cup whipping cream; 1/4 cup but-
ter; one cup chopped nut meats; one tsp 
lemon extract

Directions: Starting cold, cook maple 
syrup, cream and butter together at a 
gentle boil for nine minutes after boil-
ing point is reached. Remove from heat, 
add nut meats and lemon, stir vigor-
ously with wooden spoon for 5 minutes. 
Pour into buttered pans. When cool cut 
in squares.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

It’s Maple Syrup Season in New England

We are ready to find our 
forever family! 

https://www.mareinc.org/
waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

children/7268-7270 

Chance and Keith are viva-
cious boys of African Amer-
ican descent. Chance is a 
kind-hearted and soft-spoken 
child. He is described as gen-
tle yet playful by those who 
know him best. Chance loves 
physical play such as basket-
ball, soccer, bike riding, and 
swimming. He loves Pokemon 

and Legos, too! Chance reports that he likes school, and his favorite subject is 
math. 

Keith is a quiet, reserved young boy who is known to be a good friend. He is 
very athletic and enjoys sports and participating in activities outside. He also 
likes to read. Keith is a great advocate for himself and for his siblings. He has 
great relationships with his caretakers and he is able to make friends easily. 

Legally freed for adoption, Chance and Keith would like to grow up together in 
a permanent, loving family. The children have requested that their future family 
consists of a mother, father, and some pets. A family must be open to maintain-
ing birth family contact through an Open Adoption Agreement. Both boys would 
benefit from continued visits with their older siblings. 

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adop-
tion Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. 
Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Chance and Keith (03/13) 
Age 12 and 14 

Growing dahlias is a must for anyone 
who loves cutting and arranging flowers. 
But there are hundreds of  beautiful dahl-
ia varieties to choose from and that can 
be overwhelming. To make the selection 
process easier, choose compatible colors 
that will look good together in the garden 
and in arrangements.

The combination of  peach and bur-
gundy is both striking and sophisticat-
ed. Peach-colored flowers add a fresh 
and soothing feel to the garden. Dahlia 
American Dawn is a blend of  peach, 
mango, and papaya with plum-purple 
highlights. Good partners include other 
varieties in the same warm, sunset 
tones, such as dinnerplate dahlia Belle 
of  Barmera, decorative dahlia Great 
Silence and ball dahlia Maarn.

Planting dahlias in a perennial garden 
ensures non-stop color from July into 
October. The fluttering, melon-colored 
blooms of  HS Date work particularly 
well, due to this variety’s maroon foliage 
and open growth habit. Complete your 
peach and burgundy theme with the 
dark-hued flowers of  Rip City. These 
large, velvety flowers are almost black in 
the center and soften to wine-red toward 
the petal edges. Add ball dahlia Jowey 

Mirella for blooms that are smaller in 
size yet equally striking.   

For another eye-catching color com-
bination, narrow your selection to dahl-
ias with purple and hot-pink flowers. 
Historically, purple was associated with 
royalty, spirituality, and knowledge. 
While pastel purple evokes a sense of  
calm and serenity, deeper tones add 
drama and excitement. Dinnerplate dahl-
ia Lilac Time is an heirloom variety with 
fluffy, lavender blooms that can measure 
eight to ten inches across. Be sure to also 
include flowers in juicy grape and violet 
hues such as dahlias Thomas Edison, 
Cartouche and Purple Taiheijo.

Complement these moody purples 
with vivid pink dahlias. Burlesca is a 
cute little pompon dahlia with tightly 
rolled petals that reveal hints of  peach, 
burgundy and violet. Fascination’s rose-
pink, semi-double flowers contrast beau-
tifully with the plant’s dark foliage and 
the blossoms are irresistible to bees and 
butterflies. Ball dahlia Rocco is an all-
star variety that is long lasting in both 
garden and vase.

If  you prefer pastels to brights, choose 
dahlias in shades of  pale yellow, soft pink 
and cream. The enormous flowers of  din-
nerplate dahlia Café au Lait are a must. 

Complement them with ball dahlias such 
as peachy Linda’s Baby or buttery Boom 
Boom yellow. Decorative dahlia Fluffles 
has taffy-pink petals that fade to white, 
while Milena Fleur’s are a mélange of  
pink, peach and pale butterscotch.

When you start with flowers in com-
patible colors, designing floral arrange-
ments becomes so much easier. You’ll 
have all you need to quickly create a cen-
terpiece for any gathering, an impressive 
bouquet for your own home, or an infor-
mal handful of  blooms to share with 
friends.

For more tips about cut flowers, read 
the Longfield Gardens article How to 
Design a Cutting Garden (www.long-
field-gardens.com).

Melinda Myers is the author of more 
than 20 gardening books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Longfield Gardens for 
her expertise to write this article. Her Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Photo Courtesy – Longfield-Gardens.com

This floral arrangement combines burgundy 
colored Tamburo dahlia with the peach hues 
of HS Date, Maarn, Linda’s Baby and Belle of 
Barmera dahlias.

Take a color-themed approach 
for more attractive arrangementsMELINDA

MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

funds to purchase a sei-
zure alert dog for young-
ster Maddie Cole. After 
two years were spent 
training the dog specifi-
cally for Maddie’s needs, 
Deja New funded the 
Cole family’s 12-day trip 
to Ohio this past summer 
to train and bring Banjo 
home.

Just  before 
Thanksgiving of  2021, 
more than 40 residents 
of  Sunset Gardens—a 
Leicester Housing 
Authority building—
were forced to temporar-
ily relocate after a Nov. 23 
blaze. Deja New provided 
immediate relief  to the 
displaced residents, in 
addition to the organi-
zation’s other donations 
supplied to local resi-
dents in need.

“Every month, Deja 
New provides financial 
support to local charita-
ble organizations, includ-
ing the nonprofit Hearts 
for Heat, a home heating 
resource,” read the state-
ment released by Deja 
New. “During the month 
of  December, Deja New 
sponsored Santa’s Snack 
Shack at the Leicester 
Christmas Lights Display, 
offering other nonprofits 
in town the opportunity 
to raise money for their 
own purposes.” 

The following Leicester 
organizations raised 
funds at the Snack Shack: 
the LHS Booster Club, 
the Elementary School 

PTO, the LHS Football 
Parents, two Girl Scout 
troops, Hearts for Heat, 
the Historical Society for 
restoration of  the Swan 
Tavern, the Little League, 
the Recycling Center, and 
the Women’s Club.

Last March, during the 
height of  the pandem-
ic, Deja New ran a pro-
gram for Saint Patrick’s 
Day called “Pot O’ Gold.” 
Three LHS National 
Honor Society students 
were given $1,000 to pur-
chase gift cards to restau-
rants in town that were 
struggling to stay open. 
Shoppers who spent more 
than $25 at Deja New 
chose a “gift card gold 
coin” from a pot of  gold. 
This gave the shoppers 
an opportunity to visit a 
local restaurant, possibly 
for the first time, and tell 
their families and friends 
about their dining expe-
riences.

Deja New also contin-
ued its Medical Device 
Lending Program, allow-
ing residents of  Leicester 
to borrow durable med-
ical equipment such as 
wheelchairs, knee scoot-
ers, walkers, and com-
modes. When the equip-
ment is no longer needed, 
it is returned to Deja New 
to be lent to someone else. 
Deja New also purchased 
specific items for individ-
uals not covered by medi-
cal insurance.

“The staff  at Deja New 
would like to thank the 
Town of  Leicester for 
making 2021 such a great 
success,” the organiza-

tion’s statement read. “It 
could not be done without 
the dedication of  multi-
ple volunteers and part-
ners, generous donors, 
and loyal shoppers.”

Moving forward, Deja 
New looks to become a 
social services connector, 
or an umbrella organiza-
tion enabling people to 
access information about 
available social services. 

“We would like to be 
able to connect people 
with the appropriate 
agencies that are avail-
able to meet the variety 
of  needs experienced by 
Leicester residents,” said 
Cheryl Cooney, the presi-
dent of  Deja New.

The staff  at Deja New 
invites you to stop in 
during regular business 
hours to shop or get 
information. You can also 
call 774-368-0438 to reach 
Cheryl, or send an email 
to shop@dejanewleices-
ter.com.

For additional informa-
tion about the organiza-
tion, visit www.dejanew-
leicester.com.

If  you would like to 
make a donation, you can 
drop off  or mail a check 
to Deja New Leicester, 
100 South Main Street, 
Leicester, MA, 01524. 

For donations of  gen-
tly-used furniture and 
household décor items, 
please send an email to 
the organization.

DEJA NEW
continued from page A1
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TAX PREPARATION

359 North Main Street | PO Box 34 | North Brookfield MA 01535
Phone  508-867-0105   email: robin.j.marble@gmail.com

Hours by Appointment • Virtual and Personal Appointments

Robin Marble
TAX PREPARER |NOTARY PUBLIC

• Specializing in Federal and State Income Tax Preparation for 
Individuals, Sole Proprietors and Rental Properties

• Income Tax Planning
• Social Security and Retirement Account Planning

TAX PREPERATION SERVICES

Ready to Get Your Refund?!
Work with us, your local and trusted tax professionals

to ensure you get every penny - it’s what we do!

Call (508) 892-5282 for a FREE Consultation 

1205 Main St. Suite #1, Leicester, MA 01524

or visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.com

We prepare all types of personal and business returns!

10% New Client 

Discount!

Income Tax

Income Taxes | Bookkeeping | Payroll | Accounting 
Business Consulting

159 Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-5308

INCOME TAX

6 Main Street, Unit 1B
Charlton, MA 01507

508-248-2727
jcancelmo@cancelmocpa.com

Joanne R. Cancelmo, CPA, CGMA

Professional & Tax Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

INCOME TAX

LDFSILaMothe & DeSimone

Financial Services, Inc.

LaMothe & Associates Financial Services, Inc 
is excited to announce 

our new name

301 East Main Street
E. Brook�eld, MA 01515-0669

1286 Main Street
Leicester, MA 01524

A�er more than 40 years of providing tax and �nancial 
services to the community, 

Francis LaMothe is preparing for retirement!
Jennifer DeSimone has been an essential member of the �rm 
for over 25 years and is looking forward to continuing with 

the same personalized and professional service, 
same locations for your convenience, same quality licensed 

tax preparers...
Nothing has changed but the name!

All your �nancial needs met in one place -
Tax Preparation, Bookkeeping & Payroll Services, 

Small Business Services 

VISIT US AT:  www.lamotheassoc.com
Call us to make an appointment (508) 867-5117

ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child 

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562

L A W  O F F I C E  O F

M I C H E L L E  M .  M U R R AY

Are we merely floating 
through space on a rock in 
which powerful forces domi-
nate us and leave us powerless 
to pursue our destiny? Do our 
thoughts matter? Do our actions 
matter? Do our words matter? 
Do our intentions matter? Are 
we just a number? Do we have 
any responsibility for the events 
that happen all around us? Do 
we affect people around us and 
the decisions they make? Do we 
affect the decisions of  people in 
our proximity with whom we’ve 
never had any interaction at all, 
people we’ve never met? 

Have you ever heard of  
The Maharishi Effect? The 
Maharishi Effect was first 
observed scientifically in the 
early 1970s. Since then, hun-
dreds of  scientific studies have 
been conducted in over 200 uni-
versities in more than 30 coun-
tries worldwide. The results 
from dozens of  these studies 
are published in many peer-re-

viewed scientific journals.
The Maharishi Effect got 

its name from the Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi, who developed 
a popularized form of  medi-
tation called Transcendental 
Meditation, known today as 
TM. TM has been described as 
religious by some and non-reli-
gious by others. The Maharishi 
became famous in the west for 
hanging out with The Beatles 
and other celebrities. 

Before we get too deep, 
although I have practiced a 
couple of  different meditation 
forms,  I have never practiced 
TM, nor am I promoting it. My 
chief  interest is in the power 
of  human consciousness, and 
my studies have led me to this 
topic which I must admit; I find 
it fascinating. 

Simply put, The Maharishi 
Effect happens when a group of  
people comes together to prac-
tice group meditation; during 
the window of  time the med-
itation transpires, crime, vio-
lence, and hospitalization rates 
decline by 16-25 percent. 

One well-known scientific 
study on The Maharishi Effect 
took place in Washington, D.C. 
from June 7 to July 31, 1993, with 
up to 4,000 TM practitioners. In 
a city with about 1.5 million, 
this was far less than 1 percent 
of  the population of  D.C. 

A 27-member Project Review 
Board comprising independent 
scientists and leading citizens 
approved the research protocol 
and monitored the research pro-
cess. 

The head of  the study Dr. 
John Hagelin, who I must credit 
for providing much of  the infor-
mation in this article, hypoth-
esized that there would be a 20 
percent reduction in crime due 
to meditation.

Before the study began, the 
Chief  of  Police reportedly said, 
“It would take a foot of  snow in 
June to reduce the crime rate 
by 20 percent.” but he allowed 
his department to participate 
in the experiment by collecting 
and analyzing the data. 

The crime dropped by an 
astonishing 23.3 percent. The 

study was published in Social 
Indicators Research in June of  
1999. 

There were similar experi-
ments conducted during the 
Israel-Lebanon war in the 1980s. 
The study found that when the 
number of  meditators was larg-
est, violence between both sides 
reduced by about 80 percent. 
The study was published in the 
Journal of  Conflict Resolution 
in December 1988. 

The study was so ground-
breaking that researchers 
performed seven more experi-
ments to examine the effects of  
group meditation on the Israel-
Lebanon war over the next two 
years.  

The studies revealed that 
when the size of  the group 
reached a certain threshold, 
there was a significant reduc-
tion in violence. They also found 
that people in the vicinity of  
such a meditating group expe-
rienced physiological changes, 
increased coherence, reduced 
plasma cortisol, increased blood 
levels of  serotonin, biochemical 

changes, and neurophysiologi-
cal changes, almost as if  they 
were meditating themselves.

When taken together, the like-
lihood that reductions in vio-
lence were coincidental was less 
than one part in 10 million³. 

What did the Maharishi say 
about this? “We know, if  we drop 
a stone in a pond, the ripples 
begin to move, and they move 
over the whole pond, reaching 
all the extremities. One slight 
stir in any part of  the pond stirs 
the entire pond. It influences the 
entire field of  water and its sur-
roundings. Similarly, by every 
thought, word, and action, every 
individual sets forth influence 
in their surroundings, and that 
influence is not restricted to 
any boundaries. It goes on and 
reaches every level of  creation.”

Next time you feel helpless 
and insignificant, I hope this 
helps you understand that you 
have great power over your sur-
roundings, maybe more than 
any of  us can even comprehend.

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING The Maharishi Effect

hurdle. Officials remind residents that, 
since remote learning days count toward 
the mandated total, the lost in-person 
school days won’t have to be made up at 
the end of  the year.

However, the days on which DPHS was 
closed prior to the reactivation of  remote 
learning (Feb. 28 through March 2) will 
likely need to be made up, officials said.

Meanwhile, several community mem-
bers and school leaders said the incident 
accentuates the need for the renovation 
and addition project planned at Prouty.  

“If  there is a time for a renovation, 
it is now,” said Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School Committee Chairman 
Jason Monette. “We need to stop throw-
ing good money after bad—it’s going to 
cost more in the long run.”

School officials praise the janitorial 
staff  for its work in ensuring that DPHS 
continues to serve students, despite its 
age. Built in the 1960s, the school has 
experienced problems in recent years 
with its mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems, as well as roof  issues 
and other age-related concerns. These 
include the most recent incident with the 
burst pipe.

“The last thing we want is our students 
out of  school,” Monette added. “The jan-
itors and vendors have worked tirelessly 
to get us back online. The quick work by 
the janitorial staff  resulted in no damage 
to our floor tiles on the first floor of  B 
Building.”

The Fire Chief  and Building Inspector 
reviewed the building on March 7, prior 
to its scheduled reopening.

Several classrooms affected by the 
incident will likely remain without heat 
for about six to eight weeks. Last week, 
school leaders made preparations for 
classes taking place in those rooms to be 
relocated to other spaces in the building.

“We are now evaluating various 
options to repair the broken unit venti-
lators. No matter what option we decide 
upon, the heat will not be restored into 
those classrooms for six to eight weeks,” 
Haughey added.

Additional repairs will be per-
formed over the summer break, the 
Superintendent said. 

DPHS
continued from page A1

tors later encountered additional prob-
lems. 

“Next, the contractor, F.W. Webb, began 
replacing the worn-out bearings and 
found that the shaft itself  is also worn 
and isn’t perfectly round in shape,” read 
the Jan. 24 letter issued by Dupuis. “They 
then disassembled the pump and found 
that the packing housing around the shaft 
is worn and needs to be replaced. The 
contractor stated the pump would work 
but would leak water. They then refused 
to conduct the pump test itself.” 

The school department requested 
another sprinkler contractor, Impact Fire 
Service, to perform the pump test on Jan. 
19. When the Fire Inspector arrived to 
oversee the test, he was informed that 
Impact Fire Service had also refused to 
conduct the test, stating that their special-
ists believed the pump’s engine would fail 
due to lack of  maintenance. 

Impact Fire Service then recommend-
ed another vendor to service the motor. 

While the sprinkler system was down, 
the Leicester Fire Department assisted 
school officials by providing “fire watch 
details” during sporting events in the 
gymnasium. Otherwise, the school would 
not have been able to host these events.

Fire watch details came with a price tag 
of  $240 per session, funded by the school 
department.

Following the repairs to the sprinkler 
system in recent weeks, an inspection 
took place on Feb. 20 to greenlight the 
system. 

“They had some non-critical issues that 
they were working on, but as of  last 
Tuesday [Feb. 22], the sprinkler system 
was fully functional,” Dupuis told the 
New Leader on Feb. 28. “There are no 
more fire details scheduled.”

As of  press time, Tencza said she did 
not have the total cost figures for the fire 
watch details. 

LHS
continued from page A1
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 128 North Street, East Brook-
field, Massachusetts
By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Elise D. Barry and Steven M. 
Barry to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as Nominee for 1st 
Alliance Lending, LLC and now held by 
The Money Source Inc., said mortgage 
dated May 24, 2017, and recorded in 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds, in Book 57166 
at Page 202, as affected by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated September 26, 
2018, and recorded with said Deeds in 
Book 59462 at Page 108, as affected 
by Corrective Assignment dated De-
cember 15, 2021, with said Deeds in 
Book 66843 Page 29, as affected by 
an Assignment of Mortgage dated May 
31, 2019 and recorded with said Deeds 
in Book 60578 at Page 246, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction on March 21, 2022 at 03:00 
PM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
The land in East Brookfield, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, being Lot No. 
10 and the northerly one third of Lot No. 
9 as shown on plan entitled “Plan of Lots 
of Louis J. Muzzrall, East Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, July 1948, Theo. Dra-
zek Surveyor” recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 
158, Plan 53 and more particularly 
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the north easterly cor-
ner thereof on the westerly side of North 
Street and the southeasterly corner of 
land now or formerly of Philip Prizzio, as 
shown on said plan;
THENCE southerly by the westerly side 
of North Street, 100 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 82° 42` W., 403 feet more 
or less by the southerly two-thirds of 
Lot #9 as shown on said plan to a ditch 
leading from Perry Pond to Mud Pond 
as shown on said plan;
THENCE northerly by the easterly side 
of said ditch 120 feet to an iron pin at 
land now or formerly of said Prizzio; 
THENCE S. 79° 25` E., 400 feet, more or 
less, by the southerly line of said Prizzio 
to an iron pin at the place of beginning.
The description of the property con-
tained in the mortgage shall control in 

the event of a typographical error in this 
publication.
For Mortgagor’s Title see deed dated 
May 25, 2017, and recorded in Book 
57166 at Page 200 with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars 
of the purchase price must be paid by 
a certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check at the time and place of 
the sale by the purchaser.  The balance 
of the purchase price shall be paid by a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s or ca-
shier’s check within forty-five (45) days 
after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500

Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for The Money Source Inc.

Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200

MLG File No.:  19-11495
February 25, 2022
March 4, 2022
March 11, 2022

LEGAL NOTICE
Fiscal Year 2023

SCHOOL BUDGET HEARING
Leicester Public Schools
Notice of Public Hearing

Date of Public Hearing: Tuesday, 
March 22, 2022
In accordance with Chapter 71 Sec-
tion 38N of the General Laws, the 
Leicester School Committee will hold 
a public hearing on its proposed Fiscal 
Year 2023 Budget on Tuesday, March 
22, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in the Leicester 
Town Hall, Meeting Room #3, Leices-
ter, MA and via Google Meet: Meet-
ing ID: meet.google.com/cpf-oies-ght, 
Phone Number (US) 1 608-909-0199, 
PIN: 940 944 877#. Immediately follow-
ing the hearing, there will be an open 
session meeting.
You may find the Superintendent’s bud-
get presentation on the district website: 
www.lpsma.net.
February 11, 2022

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Jason Hintlian has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to raise the roof over the garage 
located at 12 Bond Street, Spencer, 
MA.
Thomas Bonder has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove trees at 10 Lamoureux 
Lane, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open 
at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
March 11, 2022

Town of Spencer
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Sec. 15A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws that a public hearing 
will be held on March 28, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. in the McCourt Social Hall at the 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, on the application of Miguel 
A. Perez for a transfer of an all-alcohol-
ic beverages license for Tulence, Inc. 
d/b/a Mexicali Grille, 117 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA. Described premises: 
8,400 square feet with two floors.
Gary E. Woodbury,
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
March 11, 2022

Zoning Board of Appeals
Town of North Brookfield

Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a public hearing & 
meeting on Monday March 21, 2022 at 
6:30pm in the North Brookfield Police 
Department Training Room, 55 School 
St on the application of 123 Kids LLC/
James Laney - 8A Ryan Road for a 
Variance to Zoning Bylaw section VII, 
for setback of 46.7ft on the front and 
23.5ft on the side. A copy of the appli-
cation is available at the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 215 North Main St.
Respectfully,

Kimberly Bent, Clerk
March 11, 2022
March 18, 2022

Zoning Board of Appeals
Town of North Brookfield

Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a public hearing & 
meeting on Monday March 21, 2022 at 
6:30pm in the North Brookfield Police 
Department Training Room, 55 School 
St on the application of Vibram Corpo-
ration – 17 School Street for 2 Special 
Permits to Zoning Bylaw section IV,B,4 
and IV,E,1,B in the downtown overlay 
district. A copy of the application is 
available at the Town Clerk’s Office at 
215 North Main St.
Respectfully,
Kimberly Bent, Clerk
March 11, 2022
March 18, 2022

Town of Spencer
Notice  of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Sec. 15A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws that a public hearing 
will be held on March 28, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. in the McCourt Social Hall at the 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, on the application of Miguel 
A. Perez for a transfer of an all-alcohol-
ic beverages license for Tulence, Inc. 
d/b/a Mexicali Grille, 117 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA. Described premises: 
8,400 square feet with two floors.
Gary E. Woodbury,
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
March 11, 2022

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, April 12, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall, to act on 
an application for a Special Permit, for 
Kara Banosian for the property located 
at 10 Hillside Drive, West Brookfield.  
The applicant wishes to demolish the 
existing dwelling at the above address 
in Neighborhood Residential District.  
This requires a Special Permit as per 
section(s) 
-1.52-Nonconformity: §1.52 Noncon-
forming Structures (a) (et al)
March 11, 2022
March 18, 2022

LEGALS

Accident claims life of State Trooper 
who served in North Brookfield

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Massachusetts State Police 
Trooper Tamar Bucci was killed last 
week after her cruiser was struck by a 
gasoline tanker in Stoneham.

The March 3 accident occurred at 
approximately 11:45 p.m., when Trooper 
Bucci, 34, attempted to pull over to assist 
a disabled motorist, police said. Her 
cruiser was struck by the tractor-trailer 
on Route 93 Northbound.

Trooper Bucci, who was assigned 
to the Medford Barracks, previously 
worked in the Brookfield Barracks after 
graduating as a member of  the 85th 
Recruit Training Troop in 2020.

“It is with great sadness that I 
announce the line of  duty death of  
Massachusetts State Police Trooper 
Tamar Bucci, who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice,” said Col. Christopher Mason, 
Superintendent of  the Massachusetts 
State Police. “The department is dev-
astated by her loss. We are eternally 
grateful for the attempts of  everyone 
involved to assist Trooper Bucci.”

The tanker truck was carrying a full 
load of  10,000 gallons of  gasoline, police 
said. The force of  the impact pushed 
Trooper Bucci’s cruiser—a marked 
Ford Interceptor SUV with its emergen-
cy blue lights activated—off  the high-
way.

Two civilian responders pulled 

Trooper Bucci from the heavily dam-
aged cruiser, and a Stoneham Police 
Officer who came upon the scene per-
formed emergency first aid. Trooper 
Bucci was transported to Massachusetts 
General Hospital, where she was pro-
nounced dead.

Local officials and law enforcement 
personnel, some of  whom work regular-
ly with troopers stationed in Brookfield, 
reacted to the tragedy.

“Condolences to the family of  Trooper 
Tamar Bucci, who lost her life while 
assisting a motorist in need,” read a 
statement released by Sen. Anne Gobi. 
“Godspeed, Trooper Bucci, to you and 
your State Police family.”

Added State Rep. Donald Berthiaume, 
“This week’s accident is a stark remind-
er of  the dangers our police officers face 
every day. They do so unselfishly and 
without regard for their own safety. Rest 
in peace, Trooper Tamar Bucci.”

The investigation into the crash is 
ongoing, police said. 

The driver of  the truck, a Methuen 
man, was not injured. He has been coop-
erative during interviews with troop-
ers, police said.

The truck is owned by P.J. Murphy 
Transportation.

The woman who was in the disabled 
vehicle that Trooper Bucci was trying 
to help was transported to an area hos-
pital for evaluation.

Before joining the Massachusetts 
State Police, Trooper Bucci was 
employed by the security department 
at Encore Casino and also worked as 
a personal trainer. She was a graduate 
of  Middlesex Community College and 
Andover High School. She is survived 
by her mother and her father, two sis-
ters, a step-sister, and a step-brother.

“She is also survived by her other 
family, the 2,000-plus men and women of  
the Massachusetts State Police, many 
of  whom came to MGH overnight to 
grieve and support one another as word 
of  her passing spread,” read a state-
ment released by the MSP. 

The crash investigation is being con-
ducted by the State Police’s Collision 
Analysis and Reconstruction Section, 
Crime Scene Services Section, 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 
Section, and the State Police Detective 
Unit for Middlesex County. 

As of  press time, no charges had 
been filed against the truck driver.

“On a stretch of  road that she protected 
every night during the midnight shift, 
Trooper Bucci gave her life in the act 
of  trying to help another person in 
distress. There is no greater act of  sac-
rifice than to give one’s life for another,” 
the State Police statement read.

Trooper Bucci is the 22nd member of  
the State Police to die in the line of  duty. 

Photo Courtesy

Massachusetts State Police Trooper Tamar 
Bucci was killed in the line of duty last week.

SPENCER — Knox Trail Middle 
School has released its honor roll for the 
second quarter of  the 2021-2022 school 
year.

5th grade
High Honors: Zoe Barnett, Ethan 

Blanchette, Hunter Brodeur, Connor 
Cormier, Landon Kaiser, Sophia 
Lambert, Mikayla Moorcraft, Jocelyn 
Fasoli, McKinnon Pacheco, Lillian 
Perchak, Olivia Roberts

Honors: Aaron Bagrowski, Anthony 
Carofaniello, Divino Colon, Elyse 
DaSilva, Sophia Delvalle, Lucaiana 
Edwards, Camila Garcia Montoya, 
Christopher Gauvin, Colin Lopez, 
Andrew Hernandez Porter, Connor 
Martin, Kylie Nelson, Daryl Okuku, 
Matthew Paquette, Madyson Pensinger, 
Isabella Perchak, Abigail Sobosik, 

Gabriel St. Pierre, Raegan Tatro, Tawny 
Tetteyfio, Mason Toscano

6th grade
High Honors: Gianna Bedard, Cassidy 

Chickering, Marco Estrella-Morales, 
Gabriel Flannery, Kylie Hoyt, Ashley 
Johnson, Leah Kozak, Alyssa Olsen, 
Alexia Rondeau, Ava Rondeau, Ava 
Rossik, Samuel Schold

Honors: Anna Marie Abdo, Davian 
Alicea Aponte, Sadie Anifantis, 
Cameron Barry, Oliver Bird, Collin 
Burt, Paisley Comeau, Jayden Giwa 
Bello, Caleb Goyette, Violet Hanlan, 
Riley Herrie, Bella Huard, Veronica 
Jensrud, Cody Landry, Emmanuel 
Lopez, Meaghan Luperchio, Ryan 
Marsden, Tristyn Masterson, Alejandro 
Orozco, Armando Rodriguez Diaz, 
Tucker Wolanski

7th grade
High Honors: Lucas Bastien, Dominic 

Carofaniello, Livia DeLuca, Dylan 
Monette, Anastasia Nieuwenhoff, 
Morgan Pelchat, Elena Powell, Isabella 
Vangel

Honors: Jayce Acevedo, Isabella 
DeLuca, Jackson Edwards, Owen Fair, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, Cullen Gardiner, 
Micah Gariepy, Aliyah Gauvin, Patrick 
Hart, Nicholas Hintlian, Kaylee Hoffner, 
Alexis Huard, Max Kerouac, Johnlyn 
Laventure, Tayven Lewis, Christopher 
Martin, Joshua McLaughlin, Daniel 
Nowlan, Nicholas Paquette, Sophia 
Ramirez Murphey, Henry Rokes, Julia 
Simpson, Amelia St. Peter, Marley 
Talbot

8th grade

High Honors: Vincent Bedard, 
Martina Ethier, James Hanlan, Jorelys 
Ignacio, Caitlin Kennen, Lilyan 
Mateucci, Matthew McNicol, Alexis 
Moody, Michael Naji, Shilah Nokeo, 
Christopher Pinkowski, Lillian Spahn, 
Lauren Tutlis, Ava Wall, Victoria Zheng

Honors: Helen Abdo, Chad Anderson, 
Julia Barents, Elijah Barnett, Heather 
Bartolomei, Trevor Beckwith, Joella 
Bonczyk, Dimitri Burtt, Jazlynn 
Dubois, Genevieve Dupont, Gavin 
Forget, Geoffrey Gardiner, Owen 
Granger, Clarence Hitchner, Hannah 
Ingalls, Callie Lambert, Joel Landor, 
Cullen McLeod, Taizhalynne Marrier, 
Sean Marsden, Aubrey Messier, 
Mariana Munzert, Saydee Roberts, 
Carlos Rodriguez Cortez, Wyatt Snay, 
Zachary Wadden, Hannah Wood

Knox Trail Middle School honor roll
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LEICESTER- Robert D. Whitney, 94, 
passed away on March 6, 2022 at the 
Jewish Healthcare Center in Worcester.

Robert was born in 
Leicester on June 
17, 1927 to Leroy 
and Irene (Lavallee) 
Whitney. Raised in 
Leicester, Robert grad-
uated from Leicester 
High School. He 
began his career with 
the Leicester Police 

Department as a patrolman and retired 
in 1992 with the rank of  Sergeant.
Robert is survived by his three chil-
dren, Gary R. Whitney and his wife 
Phyllis, Russell D. Whitney and his 
wife Joan, Maureen A. Whitney, all 
of  Leicester; 4 grandchildren, Jason 
Whitney and his wife Jessica, Brian 
Whitney, Laura Cox and her hus-
band Rob, and Marc Whitney and his 

wife Jessica; a great grandson, Colin 
Whitney; a brother, Clifford Whitney 
and his wife Judythe, 2 sisters in law, 
Dorothy Whitney and Gail Wood, as 
well as many nieces and nephews.
Robert was predeceased by his 
beloved wife of  66 years Barbara 
M. (Wood) Whitney in 2015, he was 
predeceased by his 5 siblings, 
Raymond, Leroy, Earl Whitney, 
Evelyn Whitney and Rita Petersen.
Robert was a lifelong resident of  
Leicester. He was a member of  the 
Leicester Knights of  Columbus 
Council 4528 and St.Joseph-St.Pius X 
Parish. He enjoyed gardening, vaca-
tions in Maine and was an avid reader.
Robert’s family would like to 
thank the caregivers at the Jewish 
Healthcare Center, especially Pam, 
for their compassion and dedication.
A funeral mass will held on Wednesday, 
March 9th at 11:00 AM in St.Pius X 
Church,1161 Main St., Leicester. 
Calling hours will precede the ser-
vice from 9:00AM to10:30 AM in 
MORIN FUNERAL HOME,1131 Main 
St., Leicester. Burial will be private 
at the convenience of  the family.
In lieu of  flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the McAuley 
Nazareth Home for Boys, 77 Mulberry 
St., Leicester MA 01524.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Robert D. Whitney, 94

Card of 
Thanks

A special thank you 
to the Nursing Sta� on Unit 1B for the 

warm and caring way they treated 
Alfred “Zeke” Desforges 

during his lengthy stay at Quaboag 
Rehabilitation in West Brook�eld. 

�anks to Reception, Dietary,  
Nursing, Physical �erapy, 

Occupational �erapy, Activity, and 
Laundry. Everyone I met was 

courteous and warm regarding my 
needs and those of “Zeke.” My pain 
is still resolving, but I just wanted to 
express my heartfelt thank you and I 

will visit soon.

Sincerely,  
Ruth Kinell for Alfred Desforges

Brookfield- Craig Thompson, passed 
away peacefully, with family by his 
side, after a long illness on Thursday, 
February 24th.  He was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, and son 
in-law.

Craig grew up in Leicester and moved 
to Brookfield in 1989. He lived an active 
life full of  love and adventure. In his 
early years he owned the R&D Speed 
Shop in Spencer, and later C. Thompson 
Landscaping in Brookfield. He was 
also a certified Maine whitewater raft-
ing guide and owned New England 
Whitewater Adventures. For a few 
years he owned and drove a modified 
race car at local speedways. He was 
active in the New England Snowmobile 
Association, making and maintain-
ing trails in the Brookfield area and 
competing in grass drag snowmobile 
races in which he won many trophies. 
He was an excellent landscaper and 
gardener, and he once grew an award 
winning Atlantic Giant pumpkin. He 
hiked nearly all of  the “4000 footers” in 
the New Hampshire White Mountains.

Craig truly loved spending time with 
his family, friends, and pets. He often 

went camping, snowmobiling, rafting, 
hiking, or some combination thereof  
with his group of  loyal friends and 
loving family. He coached his son’s ele-
mentary school basketball team. He 
collaborated with his daughter to host 
extravagant Halloween parties. He 
built and launched model rockets with 
his son and granddaughter. In his later 
years, he most enjoyed camping and 
walking trails with his wife, grand-
daughter, and dog.

Craig leaves behind his wife of  38 
years, Patricia, son David, granddaugh-
ter Piper, sisters Audrey and Valerie, 
brother James, many nieces and neph-
ews, and loyal companion Lucky. He 
is predeceased by his mother Eileen, 
father Clinton, dearly missed daughter 
Merideth, and brother in-law Brian, 
whom he considered a true brother.

A celebration of  life for Craig will 
be held on Saturday, March 19th at 
the Cherry Valley American Legion 
on Route 9 in Leicester from 4-8 PM. 
There will be a box to make donations 
to Second Chance Animal Shelter in 
Craig’s memory.

Craig Thompson

OBITUARIES
OAKHAM- Eva F. Grimes, 95, of  

Oakham passed away peacefully at 
home on Wednesday, March 2, 2022.

She was the daugh-
ter of  Henry and 
Evelyn (Clifford) 
Grimes. She was 
born in Coldbrook 
Springs, MA and lived 
in Oakham most of  
her life. She is sur-
vived by her sister, 
Grace White of  Texas 

and numerous nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her sister, 
Mabel Hunting and brother Wallace C. 
Grimes. 

Eva enlisted in the Women’s Air Corp. 
serving in Montgomery, Alabama. She 

graduated from Stockbridge School of  
Agriculture in 1948 where she main-
tained her contacts with faculty, and 
worked with a number of  student 
interns. She started dairy farming in 
the 1950’s in Oakham. 

Eva was involved with the 4H pro-
gram and co-founded the Oakham 
Youth Fair which ran for 55 years. 
Eva also held several positions with 
the Town of  Oakham including 
Assessor and Oakham’s Agricultural 
Commissioner for many years. 

At Eva’s request, there will be no 
services and burial will be in the 
spring at the convenience of  the family. 
Arrangements are under the care of  
Pillsbury Funeral Home 96 S.Barre Rd. 
Barre

Eva F. Grimes, 95

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

HADDOCK PARM

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day!  
Serving Corned Beef 

& Cabbage 
Wed. 3/16 - Sun. 3/20.

Special 
of the Week 

Fri & Sat 3/11 & 3/12 
(a�er 5pm)

SWORDFISH

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

MARCH SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Tuna Grinder
Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99
Add bacon $1 more

Onion, Pepper
or O&P Pizza
Sm. $5.99 
Lg. $8.99

Small
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

Family Dining & Gift Guide
For Lent, St. Patrick’s Day and Everyday! 

Lent begins March 2, and Easter is April 17!
Visit these fine establishments for great food, beverages, take-out and gift certificates!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

Join us on 
St. Patrick’s Day 
for our delicious 

Corned Beef 
and Cabbage! 
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Hope to see you soon!
1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)
Order Online at lasconcinasmexicanas.com

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN
7 DAYS
10AM-9PM

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
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Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Birria Tacos         Taco Salad       

Los Tres Compadres 
(plates)

Chicken, Steak, Shrimp

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Taking EASTER BRUNCH Reservations!

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/30/22

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Winter Hours: Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Call Now 
to Reserve for Easter 

Sunday, April 17
508-867-2345

FIREPLACE
FEASTS

LAST AVAILABLE DATE
APRIL 8 

Reserve online today!
Delicious Early American Fare 
View details on our website

We have delicious 
Fish n’ Chips 
Every Friday

for dine-in or take-out

Come on in 
for a delicious meal!

Call For Reservations 
TAKEOUT is available!

On vacation 
March 25 thru April 7 
Will re-open April 8Contact Your Sales 

Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Playing a musical 
instrument benefits 
people of  all ages, 
including children. 
Young children 
may take to music 
education more 
readily than adults, 
acquiring skills in 
record time. While 
many instruments 
are beneficial to kids, certain choices 
are best for children just starting out.

Piano
The piano is a great instrument to 

learn because it enhances fine motor 
skills and often serves as a foundation 
for music education. The good news is 
one doesn’t have to purchase a piano to 
get started. Digital keyboards and even 
online piano keyboards can replicate 
piano sounds quite well and provide an 
inexpensive way to learn piano.

Ukulele
Ukuleles are affordable and their 

small size makes them ideal for kids. 
It’s easy to learn a few chords and play 
familiar songs. Plus, parents may appre-

ciate that the uku-
lele is a relatively 
quiet instrument.

Recorder
A recorder often 

is one of  the first 
instruments intro-
duced to children 
in music class-
rooms. A recorder 

is an ideal introductory wind instru-
ment because it is easier to play than 
a flute or clarinet. Nonetheless, it still 
requires students to learn coordination 
and breathing techniques.

Drums
Drums teach children rhythm, which 

is an essential component of  all music. 
Drums are attractive to kids because 
they can be great fun to play and help 
reduce stress by getting out all that ner-
vous energy. Electronic drum kits are 
available as quieter alternatives and are 
great options when space for a regular 
drum set is unavailable.

As children acquire skills on these 
instruments, they can continue or move 
on to more complicated alternatives. 

Great musical instruments 
for beginners

While many instruments are 
beneficial to kids, 

certain choices are best for 
children just starting out.

www.StonebridgePress.com
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 
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SPORTS

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — On Friday, 
March 4, the David Prouty and 
Quaboag Regional girls’ varsi-
ty basketball teams faced off  
for their third meeting of  the 
season. The Cougars came out 
on top in the first two clashes 
between the SWCL rivals, but 
this meeting had a little more 
on the line: a ticket into the 
Sweet 16 of  the Division 5 State 
Tournament.

Walking into the McDonough 
Gymnasium at David Prouty, 
it was evident that the third 
meeting meant a lot for both 
schools. The bleachers were 
packed and the players were 
laser-focused during warm-
ups. The playoff  atmosphere 
was in the air.

From the opening tip, both 
teams were playing hard, hus-

tling for offensive rebounds, 
loose balls, and playing tough 
defense.

Early into the first quarter, 
19th seeded Quaboag got on 
the board first when Hannah 
Manzaro nailed a 3-pointer 
after a pass from the paint fol-
lowing an offensive rebound. 
However, 14th ranked David 
Prouty took no time to counter. 
They quickly put the ball in the 
hands of  senior leader Gabby 
Soter, who rose from the top of  
the key and hit a 3-pointer of  
her own.  

This got the home crowd 
quickly into the game and the 
Panthers fed off  the energy. 
David Prouty closed out the 
first quarter on a 16-0 run and 
held Quaboag to just three 
points until the 4:30 mark in the 
second quarter when Manzaro 
would hit another 3-pointer.

The run from the first quar-

ter until midway through the 
second was enough for the 
Panthers, who coasted to a 
46-26 win. Prouty — which won 
its Preliminary Round game 
with No. 51 Smith Vocational 
to get to Quaboag — then took 
on No. 3 Hopedale High in the 
Round of  16 on Tuesday, March 
8, which came after this news-
paper’s press deadline.

Following the win, Soter 
expressed what it felt like to 
advance to the next round of  
the State Tournament.

“It feels really good because 
the last two years we have got-
ten knocked out in the first 
round,” she expressed, a smile 
rounding from ear to ear. “So, it 
was really exciting coming into 
this game. We were 0-2 against 
Quaboag in the regular sea-
son, so we knew it would be a 
challenge, but we finally played 
together and got the ‘W.’”

Soter led all scorers with 18 
points and Olivia Pepin also 
chipped in 14 points, but it 
was not the scoring that stood 
out in the Panther win. It was 
their focus and intensity on the 
defensive end. David Prouty 
(13-8) showed some full-court 
press and played a great zone 
with active hands, which made 
it hard for Quaboag to find any 
rhythm offensively.

“Our press was working,” 
explained head coach Dennis 
Streeter. “We were making 
shots and when we are making 
shots we can get in our press. 
The press is tough, I wouldn’t 
want to be a point guard 
against us because we get the 
ball, do ball reversal, and get 
the middle. We just cover. We 
have some good athletes so we 
can play some defense.”

For Quaboag — who got 
to David Prouty thanks to a 

win over No. 46 Rockport in 
the Preliminary Round — it 
was not the ending they envi-
sioned at 12-10, but they had a 
great season and showed a lot 
of  heart until the final buzzer. 
Head coach Bill Beauregard 
was pleased with his team’s 
effort in the contest and the 
season as a whole.

“We played hard,” expressed 
Beauregard. “It was a good 
group of  kids. We fought hard 
every game and worked really 
hard.”

Going into next season, look 
for the Cougars to reload and 
be back in the 

State Tournament. Quaboag 
will be returning seven current 
juniors including Manzaro 
and Kiara Gauthier. Manzaro 
and Gauthier led the scoring 
for their team against David 
Prouty with nine and seven 
points, respectfully.

Third time the charm for David Prouty in 
defeating Quaboag girls’ basketball team

POSTSEASON SCOREBOARD

On Wednesday, March 2, the Quaboag 
Regional boys’ varsity basketball team 
opened postseason play by hosting 41st 
ranked Rising Tide, a charter school 
from Plymouth, in a Preliminary 
Round game in the Division 5 State 
Tournament. And a hot start propelled 
the No. 24 Cougars. Quaboag led after 
one quarter, 16-4, and at the half, 30-12, 
before holding on to defeat the Herons, 
50-40.

The Cougars’ season came to a close 
in the next round, though, losing to No. 
9 Hopedale High in the Round of  32 on 
Friday, March 4, 65-43. Quaboag finished 
with a record of  9-13, as they qualified 
for the tournament despite a sub-.500 
record because of  their quality of  oppo-
sition during the regular season.

Other postseason game results from 
teams inside the Spencer New Leader’s 
coverage area are as follows:

Tuesday, March 1
Division 4 Girls’ Basketball 

Preliminary Round
(32) New Mission 71, (33) Bay Path 64 

(2OT) — The Minutemen fought until 
the very end, as the game to double 
overtime. But Bay Path ultimately lost 
to New Mission, finishing 13-8 on the 
season.

Division 5 Girls’ Basketball 
Preliminary Round

(21) Franklin Tech 53, (44) North 
Brookfield 40 — The Indians won two 
games in the regular season’s final 
two days to finish 10-10 and qualify for 
postseason play, but they then lost to 
Franklin Tech to end their year.

Friday, March 4
Division 5 Boys’ Basketball Round 

of  32
(10) David Prouty 57, (23) Minuteman 

50 — The Panthers advanced to the 
Round of  16, where they played at No. 7 
Granby High on Tuesday, March 8, after 
press time.

Division 3 Girls’ Basketball Round 
of  32

(12) Tantasqua 53, (21) Sandwich 33 — 
A 20-point victory vaulted the Warriors 
into the Round of  16. There, they played 
at No. 5 Dover-Sherborn on Tuesday, 
March 8, after press time.

Division 4 Girls’ Basketball Round 
of  32

(15) Mashpee 48, (18) Leicester 37 
— The Wolverines finished 12-9 after 
winning the Lady Rocket Classic and 
the Central Mass. Athletic Directors 
Association Tournament in back-to-
back weeks.

Quaboag takes State Tournament opener from 
Rising Tide, then loses to perennial power Hopedale

Nick Ethier photos

From left, Quaboag defenders Ryan Fernandez and Owen Stevens swarm in to block a shot 
taken by Rising Tide’s Chris Durnford.

Quaboag’s Brandon Valentin looks backward 
in hopes of finding an open teammate.

Chase Potvin of Quaboag dishes a pass into the middle of the court.

Call or email Stonebridge Press 
today  508-764-4325 

or photos@ stonebridgepress.com
You can also download 

your photo reprint form at 
www.StonebridgePress.com

The Big Picture Photo Reprints Available

Options & Prices
Digital Copy (emailed) $5.00
4” x 6” Glossy Print $5.00
8.5” x 11” Glossy Print $10.00
(please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery by mail)

Call or or Email
Stonebridge Press

for details
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SPORTS

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Moments 
into the fourth quarter, with 
a commanding 60-39 lead, 
Tantasqua Regional senior 
guard Joe Groccia slashed to 
the basket for wo points in the 
Warriors’ Preliminary Round 
game inside the Division 3 Boys’ 
Basketball State Tournament 
on Tuesday, March 1.

The basket by Groccia start-
ed a 14-2 run that forced an 
Excel Academy Charter time-
out and concluded the night for 
the Tantasqua starters.

On the shoulders of  Groccia 
(32 points), Aiden Gingras 
(17 points) and most impor-
tantly good half-court man-to-
man defense, the 19th seeded 
Warriors bolted past No. 46 
Excel Academy Charter with a 

79-46 victory.
That win marked Tantasqua’s 

10th victory out of  their last 11 
games after beginning the sea-
son 4-7. It has been a season of  
growth for the Warriors, follow-
ing a year off  due to COVID-19, 
the team has built confidence 
and experience playing at a 
varsity level on the go.  

“We didn’t play last year 
because of  COVID, so two years 
ago most of  those guys were 
JV players,” stated Tantasqua 
head coach Scott Dion.

“So, obviously they have had 
a lot of  growth throughout this 
year because when we started 
they really haven’t played var-
sity basketball. So, now they’re 
seasoned veterans, seniors who 
have 22 games under their belt. 
They have grown immensely; 
they know what we are trying 
to do as far as our system. They 

compete their tails off. Like I 
said earlier, our run has been 
attributed to our ability to play 
good half-court man-to-man 
defense.”

Not only has the team gained 
experience, but the coaches 
made some adjustments during 
their hot streak.

“We have been simplifying 
what we do, and we have tight-
ened up our rotation a little,” 
Dion expressed. “We have been 
primarily a half-court man-
to-man team and the result is 
we are usually able to stay in 
games defensively.”

It is evident that the team 
responded and the adjustments 
helped spark the Warriors’ suc-
cess, but it also helped to have 
a senior leader like Groccia. He 
displays a work ethic for excel-
lence in every aspect of  the 
game — defense, offense, and 

the little things that help his 
team win. And against Excel 
Academy Charter he put on a 
show, scoring 32 of  his team’s 
season-high 79 points.

“Joe is good,” Dion praised. 
“He is the exception. He played 
varsity as a sophomore, so he 
was a returning varsity bas-
ketball player. He is clearly 
the leader on our team, on the 
offensive end. If  he doesn’t 
have the ball in his hand, he is 
trying to create for others. The 
biggest compliment I have for 
Joe is when you’re someone 
who can score the basketball as 
well as he can, you tend to not 
necessarily commit to defense 
and Joe commits to defense. He 
is a very good defensive player, 
so to be able to defend like that 
and put the ball in the basket, 
is rare in high school.”

Following their win against 

Excel Academy Charter, 
Tantasqua took on a very good 
Arlington Catholic team on 
Friday, March 4 in the Round 
of  32. Unfortunately, the 
Warriors could not pull out 
the win despite a valiant effort. 
The Warriors lost to No. 14 
Arlington Catholic, 66-58.

“I am so proud of  our team, 
especially our seniors,” stated 
Dion. “We were 4-7 and really 
struggling and our boys made 
a commitment to finishing 
the season on the right note. 
We went 10-2 the rest of  the 
season and battled to the end. 
Arlington Catholic is a good 
team and we didn’t give them 
an inch. We competed and just 
came up a few possessions 
short. It has been a pleasure 
coaching this team and I look 
forward to what our future 
holds.”

Tantasqua boys’ basketball trounces Excel 
Academy, then bows out to Arlington Catholic

Gniadek scores career-high 30 points, 
helps Spartans beat Bay Path 
in State Tournament opener

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

UXBRIDGE — At the half  of  
its Division 4 State Tournament 
Preliminary Round game 
against Bay Path Regional on 
Tuesday, March 1, the Uxbridge 
High boys’ varsity basketball 
team wasn’t playing up to its 
potential and led by a slim mar-
gin of  21-13. Things changed 
for the better for the Spartans, 
though, right out of  the gate in 
the second half.

“I thought the third quarter 
was huge for us,” said Uxbridge 
head coach Ryan Hippert. “We 
tried to put a little pressure on 
them, get a few turnovers, and 
pick up the pace. That’s what 
helped us.”

The 30th seeded Spartans 
won the third quarter, 23-10, 
and eventually the game over 
the 35th ranked Minutemen, 
58-37.

“I thought [Jack] Trask had 
a big couple of  points in that 
third quarter,” said Hippert, 
as Trask scored five of  his 
seven points in the frame, 
before turning his attention to 
Drew Gniadek, the star of  the 
game. “Obviously Drew was 
key tonight, he was on fire. 
Drew’s gotten better and bet-
ter throughout the year. He’s 
taken over that go-to player for 
us. Now on the season he’s got 
over 60 3’s. He’s a very good 
shooter.”

Gniadek scored a career-high 
30 points, which included a 
staggering nine made 3-point-
ers. He canned two treys in the 
first quarter, two more in the 
second, four in the third and 
one — which was actually a 
four-point play — in the fourth. 
He also added a layup in the 
fourth quarter.

“It felt good off  my hand, 
and I felt him hit me,” Gniadek 
said of  the beginning of  his 
four-pointer, the shot coming 
from the left corner near the 
student section. “Everyone 
[from the student section] was 
on me [celebrating after the 

shot]. That’s what you play for, 
plays like that.”

Gniadek said that he had an 
interior calmness before the 
game, likening it to playing 
pickup hoops.

“I was thinking about the 
Whitin Community Center,” he 
explained of  a gym in nearby 
Northbridge. “Sometimes I go 
there just to get some runs, get 
hot there, and I could tell that 
it would be one of  those nights. 
Every time I shoot, I expect to 
make it.”

The Spartans were proud of  
the fact that they advanced in 
the State Tournament.

“I don’t care what round it 
is. To win a State Tournament 
game, it means something to 
the team and the program,” 
said Hippert.

“I love playing better in big-
ger games because that’s what 
you play for. You want to win in 
the playoffs,” added Gniadek.

Uxbridge then played at No. 
3 Burke High in Dorchester 
on March 4. The Spartans lost, 
65-46, and finished 11-11.

Bay Path, which Hippert 
called “a very scrappy team,” 
finished 13-8. They were led by 
Dylan Cotton’s eight points ver-
sus Uxbridge.

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Trent Szela pushes the ball past Uxbridge defender Aidan 
Mahoney.

Bay Path’s Zack Fritze sets his feet and peaks over the ball before firing 
off a 3-pointer.

Dylan Cotton of Bay Path finds a pocket in Uxbridge’s defense while driving 
into the lane.

Marcus Oliver of Uxbridge catches a pass and surveys the court. Uxbridge’s Kellen LaChapelle passes the ball off to a teammate.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY

• Title 5 Approved
• 4 room workshop detached building
• 2 car garage with potential for storage

or additional living area or man cave,
• 6 rooms, kitchen, dining room, 

living room and three season room
126 Old Southbridge Rd~ $469,900

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

9.3 ACRES 
WITH ADDITIONAL 
LAND AVAILABLE

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE –  301 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE - 65 Bates Point Rd – Eastern Exposure – Beautiful 
Sunrises! Year Round – Principle Residence - Second Home – Remodel 
– Tear it Down and Start Anew! The Choice is Yours! Set on a 12,449’ 
Lot, 50X249’, 50.7’ Waterfront! Plenty of Area for Expansion! Surrounded by 
Million Dollar Homes the Pallet is Yours to Create! 5+ Room Ranch with Full 
Walk-out Expandable Lower Level! Open Floor Plan! Applianced Kitchen, 
Dining Area and Living Room with Panoramic Water Views! 3 Bedrooms! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Screened Porch! Detached Garage! Dock! Quick 
Closing! Summer is Just Around the Corner – Don’t Delay! $710,950.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY HAYDEN POND WATERFRONT – 48 Hayden Pond 
Rd! Recently Renovated, beautifully appointed, 5 Rm Waterfront 
Ranch! Enjoy sunsets, fishing & all water sports! Vinyl Composite 
decking & vinyl railings! Open floor plan! Cathedral ceilings w/
skylights! Din Rm w/slider to covered deck! Kit w/quartz counters & 
SS appliances! Liv Rm w/stunning views of the Pond! Comfortable 
Master w/generous closet & half bath! 2nd bedroom or office! 
Full bath w/washer/dryer hook ups! Full basement for storage 
or additional living space! Floating Dock! Shed! $525,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $336,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Park Rd! Spacious 2 
Family! 4/4 Rms! 2/2 Bdrms! 1/1 Baths! Easy 
Access! Walk to Webster Lake’s Memorial 
Beach! Same Floor Plan, 13x15 Eat-in Kits, 
13x22 Liv Rms w/Hrdwds, Spacious Bdrms 
w/Hrdwds, Full Baths w/Linen Closets! 3 
Season Porches, 1st Flr w/Composite Deck! 
“Buderus” Oil Heat! Replacement Windows! 2 
Car Garage! Lots of Potential! $309,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD
SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet sum-
mers on big & beautiful Webster 
Lake! 6 Rooms. Open Floor Plan! 
Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & 
Carpet. Master Bedroom, W/2 
Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths 
Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat 
Slips! Heated Pool! Natural Sandy 
Beach! $439,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side! of the Complex - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons 
on Big & Beautiful Webster Lake. 
Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 
Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must see. 
Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale 
$600,000.

WEBSTER - 7 BROUDER AVENUE WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

RARE FIND ~ TO BE BUILT - SPRAWLING 2,200 SQFT+  
RANCH HOME! GARAGE  Level 1/2 Acre Lot! FOUNDA-
TION IS IN. Private backyard. GREAT LAYOUT!  SOLID 
HARDWOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT!  $659,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- 
living area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd 
Flr - Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood 
Floors, Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with 
a Hip roof 3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

 KILLINGLY CT - 5 BALOUVILLE RD

Extremely Large Duplex! 1000+/- square feet 
of living space per unit! 4 bedrooms each unit.

assisted sale  $169,900

SORRY, SOLD!

KILLINGLY CT - 59 BROAD STREET

3-family, 5-bedroom many recent renova-
tions!!! 2 new boilers. Separate utilities. Fire-
placed 1st floor unit. close to I-396 and Rt 6.                                                                                                                                               

 assisted sale $199,900

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured Listing! 

3 Exceptional Parcels! Abutting each other. Excel-
lent for New Homes! Access to Town Water & Sewer. 
very close to Webster Lakeside Beach & Boat Launch!   

All three lots   $79,900.

WEBSTER - COOPER ROAD -

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - COOPER ROAD -
3 Exceptional Parcels! Abutting each other. Excellent 
for New Homes! Access to Town Water & Sewer. very 
close to Webster Lakeside Beach & Boat Launch!   

All three lots   $79,900.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD
Oxford - GENERAL BUSINESS ZONED! LAND - 124 - South-
bridge Road “ROUTE 20” VACANT LEVEL LOT - To be Subdi-
vided from 124 Southbridge Rd LOT# 3 on a Preliminary Survey 
Plan will be 39,549 SF (0.905 ACRES) with 96.92’ of Road 
Frontage. High Traffic, High Exposure Location. $419,000

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.
Oxford - 4 Leicester St. - Approx. 8.47 Acres! River Frontage.

SORRY, SOLD!  $79,500.
Webster - COOPER RD - 3 BUILDABLE LOTS! 

Water & Sewer Access. Zoned Lake Res.! $79,900. 

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

FOR
SALE

GOT A HOUSE FOR 
SALE? This is the 

place to sell it!
Your ad will be 

mailed to 50,000+ 

households

throughout

Southern Worcester 

County.

To advertise on our real estate section, 
please call your local

sales representative at 1-800-367-9898
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Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Buyers are looking for homes! 
Please call me for a free market analysis.

Over 20 years experience!

Over 20 years experience!

, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

US Navy Veteran – Think, VA Loans

Representing Buyers & Sellers 
for over 16 years

Representing Buyers & Sellers 

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON  • Notary Public 
caronlisarick@aol.com • 508-341-8299 • lisacaron.com 

42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA

ABR, GRI, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Get a jump on the Spring Market with a free market analysis. I can also tell you what you need to 
do to get your home ready to sell. 

I use a professional photographer who also takes drone photos and 3D Matterport Dollhouse 
tours. I will share with you my proven marketing plan. List with an experienced Broker/Realtor in 

the area with over 16 years real estate experience. References upon request. 

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Now is a great time to sell!

Multi-unit properties and 
condominiums in high demand.

�is is a SELLERS MARKET!
Call for a Market Analysis

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Town of Charlton - Light Equipment Operator
Under the general direction of the DPW Superintendent, 

responsibilities include operating vehicles and power equipment 
in connection with construction, maintenance and repair 

of streets and related facilities. Knowledge of hazards and 
applicable safety rules and regulations in equipment operation. 

CDL, class B License, current DOT card and 2A Hoisting 
license required. Hourly rate: $26.29 (Union position). To apply 

and view the full job description go to https://townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources. Position open until filled. 

Please include resume with application online.

The Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and 
encourages diversity.

�ank you
St. Jude

for prayers
answered.

–N.P.L.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

M
at

ul
ai

tis

Rehabilitation & Skilled
C

are

Matulaitis Rehabilitation & Skilled Care
 is a facility that specializes in long-term and 

short-term care, dedicated to the residents and 
communities it serves in Northeastern, CT

EOE

RN and LPN 
 3pm-11pm Shi�

 40 hours /32 hours

Nurses Aides
11pm-7am Shi� 

(40, 32, 24 hours)
Quali�ed candidates may apply in person or email resume to 

cdennis@matulaitisnh.org

Nurses Aides 
3pm-11pm Shi� 

Every Weekend (Sat & Sun)

3pm-11pm Shi�
 Every Other Weekend 

(Sat & Sun)

Positions Available

For more information visit www.matulaitisnh.org
10 �urber Road, Putnam, CT • 860-928-7976

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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Everyone has “corned beef  and cab-
bage” on the brain come St. Patrick’s 
Day. But another flavorful dish might 
appeal to a greater number of  people 
with Irish roots.

Shepherd’s Pie is a savory dish made 
of  minced lamb that originated in 
England but also made the jump to 
Ireland, where it became a popular com-
fort food. While Shepherd’s Pie can be 
made with freshly cooked ground meat, 
it also is a fine way to use leftovers from 
a previous meal. Shepherd’s Pie is com-
monly mistaken for Cottage Pie, which 
is very similar, yet tends to use beef  as 

the meat of  choice.
Many families have their own ances-

tral recipes for Shepherd’s Pie, but for 
those looking to cook the dish for the 
first time, try “Shepherd’s Pie,” courte-
sy of  Alton Brown, which appeared in 
Season 12 of  his hit show “Good Eats.”

Shepherd’s Pie
Yield: 8 servings

11⁄2 pounds russet potatoes
2 tablespoons canola oil
1 cup chopped onion
2 carrots, peeled and finely diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
11⁄2 pounds ground lamb
13⁄4 teaspoons kosher salt
3⁄4 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
2 teaspoons tomato paste
2 teaspoons chopped fresh rose-

mary
1 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1⁄4 cup half-and-half
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 large egg yolk
1⁄2 cup corn kernels, fresh or fro-

zen
1⁄2 cup English peas, fresh or fro-

zen

1. Heat oven to 400 F.

2. Peel the potatoes and cut them into 
1⁄2-inch dice. Put them in a medium 
saucepan and cover with cold water. Set 
said pan over high heat, cover and bring 
to a boil. Uncover, drop the heat to main-
tain a simmer, and cook until tender, 10 
to 15 minutes.

3. Heat the oil in an 11-inch saute 
pan over medium-high heat until shim-
mering. Add the onion and carrots and 
saute just until they begin to take on 
color, 3 to 4 minutes. Add the garlic 
and stir to combine. Add the meat, salt 
and pepper, and cook until browned 
and cooked through, approximately 3 
minutes.

4. Sprinkle the meat with the flour, 
toss to coat, and continue to cook for 
another minute. Add the tomato paste, 
broth, Worcestershire sauce, rosemary, 
and thyme and stir to combine. Bring 
to a boil, then decrease the heat to 
low, cover, and simmer slowly until the 
sauce is thickened slightly, 10 to 12 min-
utes.

5. Meanwhile, combine the half-and-
half  and butter in a microwave-safe con-
tainer and nuke until warmed through, 
about 35 seconds.

6. Drain the potatoes and return them 
to the saucepan. Mash the potatoes (a 
masher is an excellent tool for this, 
though a hand mixer will do), then add 
the hot half-and-half  mixture, as well 

as the salt and pepper. Mash to smooth-
ness, then stir in the egg yolk.

7. Add the corn and peas to the meat 
mixture and spread evenly in a 7-by-11-
inch glass baking dish. Top with the 
mashed potatoes, starting around the 
edges to create a seal to prevent the mix-
ture from bubbling over, and smooth 
the top with a rubber spatula. Place on 
a half  sheet pan lined with parchment 
paper on the middle rack of  the oven 
and bake for 25 minutes, or just until 
the potatoes begin to brown. Remove to 
a cooking rack and let rest for at least 15 
minutes before serving. 

Supreme
Italian Sandwich!

Try one today!

163 North Main St., 508-867-8800
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Party Platters are 
great for meetings, 
birthday parties, or 
any get together!

Supreme

NEW

Subway
Gift Cards 
are the perfect gift

year-round!

SELF PICK-UP OR
CALL TO SCHEDULE

YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone 
• Septic Sand • Presby Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
 • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt • Cold Patch

WINTER IS HERE!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO
MINIMUMS

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront 
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 
for reservations, 

take-out or reserve online 
308lakeside.com

Open 6 days a week 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, 

Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9 
Opening Mondays beginning 

March 21

Please visit our website or 
Facebook page for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

Join us March 17 for St. Patrick’s Day 
dining and beverages. Live music by 

Chris Breault, playing from 5:30 to 8:30.
Irish Specials Available All Day!

Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

At 308 Lakeside
 with Irish Food Specials

 Chris Breault 5:30 - 8:30 
 Irish Music All Day

March 17th

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE!

$74999

$79999

$89999$219999 $25999

$219999

#WT7100CW#ADB100AGB

WAS $329.99WAS $2399.99

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!
e-bikes In 

Stock

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Wednesday is 
FAMILY DAY!

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Family meal deals 
starting at just  

$35.95

www.StonebridgePress.com

www.StonebridgePress.com

Dish up a classic comfort food this St. Patrick’s Day




