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ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CONGRATULATES JANUARY  
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to the following students who were selected as January Students of the Month at St. Joseph School: Pre-K 3-year-old (2-Day 
Program):  Mikhelena Salome-Negron; Pre-K 3-year-old (5-Day Program):  Marcus DiTullio-Cedeno; Pre-K 4-year-old:  Pheobe Anobah; Kindergarten:  
Liam Buschle; Grade 1: Emmanuela Brunnett; Grade 2:  Patryk Deptula; Grade 3:  Mia Reed; Grade 4:  Severyn Kuznecki; Grade 5:  Sophia 
Surowaniec; Grade 6:  Alexis Archambault; Grade 7:  Kyle Muchiru; Grade 8:  Tristan Pico. Students are awarded Student of the Month for their 
outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility.
Keep up the great work!

Schools 
look at 
third 

budget 
plan
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — The 
School Committee got its 
third look at this year’s 
budget proposal Feb 
13, with the administra-
tion noting it had cut its 
request to a 5.35 percent 
increase over last year 
(rather than 7 percent).

The grand total is still 
$27.32 million, and the 
district is planning about 
$1 million more in capital 
requests.

Business Manager Lisa 
Kontoes said they cut sev-
eral jobs from it, namely, 
a special ed teacher and 
two paraprofessionals at 
Park Ave, a nurse assis-
tant and academic inter-
ventionalist at the middle 
school, and a high school 
art teacher. In fact, some 
of  those posts are already 
vacant anyway. 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Monique Pierangeli said 
they looked at adding 
long-term substitutes, but 
opted against that in favor 
of  having more parapro-
fessionals. The former 
costs more, while the lat-
ter can cover more classes, 
she noted.

“It was clear we were 
not going to see the level 
of  Chapter 70 funding that 
we hoped [for and] saw in 
prior years,” she noted.

 Kontoes said Webster is 
getting more aid this year 
– an increase of  $928,191 – 
based on the state’s Chap 
70 formula, but the town’s 
minimum contribution is 
also rising by $725,391. She 
noted the district’s stu-
dent population is grow-
ing very slightly, so that 
means Webster gets slight-
ly more than the mini-
mum annual increase of  
$30 per student that sta-
ble or shrinking districts 
get. Likewise, that Chap 
70 total won’t all go to the 
schools; Webster’s stan-
dard practice is to split 
it 70/30 to cover services 
the town government pro-
vides the schools.

Other factors in the 
formula include poverty, 
housing costs, special ed 
and other “high needs” 
kids and other local demo-
graphic statistics. The 
total means Webster’s 
per pupil school spending 
(including state aid) is 
$19,191, or $3,900 above the 
state average. The district 
has 1,313 students now.

One form of  aid ends 
in September. Pierangeli 
said Webster will be using 
the remaining federal 
ESSER funds to buy tech-
nology, freeing up some 
budget money for the 
Bartlett building project. 
She has already noted her 
staff  has been working 
to shift several ESSER-
funded positions into the 
budget itself  or cut them.

That issue prompted 
Principal Amy Puliafico 
to say of  her school’s 10 
ESSER jobs, “to absorb 
those [all] into the budget 
is a lot to ask,” but the 
administration’s proposal 
was “pretty reasonable.”

Chair Kelly Seddiki 
agreed, describing the end 
of  ESSER as “a reckon-
ing” that requires a “laser 
focus on what our students 
really need.” She also 

Gladys E. Kelly 
Library welcomes 

Geraldine Brooks for 
grant funded program

WEBSTER — The Friends of  the Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library have been awarded several grants in 
support of  the One Book One Community program. 
The grant funding from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, the Webster Cultural Council and the Janet 
Malser Humanities Trust will allow the Friends to 
bring Pulitzer Prize winning author Geraldine Brooks 
to Webster.

Now in its third year, the One Book One Community 
event brings nationally-acclaimed authors to the 
Gladys E. Kelly library to talk about their work and 
to share their insights about writing and the value of  
literature. In addition to the in-person presentation by 
the author, the Library will sponsor programs in sup-
port of  the author and their themes.

This year, the library will bring international award 
winner, Geraldine Brooks (winner of  the 2006 Pulitzer 
Prize for “March,” a historical novel) to the Gladys E. 
Kelly library to share her most recent work, “Horse.” 
Brooks weaves together themes of  historical and con-
temporary ownership, power, and racism through 
the story of  Lexington, the greatest racehorse in 
American history. Horse is a piece of  historical fiction 
that resonates in our current environment.

Brooks’ presentation is for anyone who loves horses, 
history and good literature.

Geraldine Brooks, author of  “Horse,” will appear 
at the Gladys E. Kelly library, 2 Lake St., Webster, 
Thursday, June 6 from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Free and 
open to the public.

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley 
Board of  Selectmen have 
solidified a policy limit-
ing what types of  flags 
will be allowed on town 
property, including polit-
ical or otherwise.

Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda intro-
duced the policy to select-
men earlier this year and 
presented the finalized 
document for a vote on 
Feb. 5. The policy had 
also been examined and 
recommended by town 
counsel. Ruda explained 
that the new rules were 
designed to prevent 
Dudley as a town from 
representing any specific 
political ideology by lim-
iting flags to only those 
representing the town, 
the state, or the country.

“What it does is solid-
ify that the only flags 

that are allowed to be 
flown on the town prop-
erty are the flag of  the 
United States, the flag of  
the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts, the flag 
of  the Town of  Dudley, 
the POW/MIA flag and 
any town departmental 
specific flag. The prob-
lem this solves is mul-
tiple requests to display 
flags of  different political 
agendas. By limiting this 
to the flags mentioned 
here we’ve eliminated 
the need to get into that. 
One political ideology or 
another, we represent all 
constituents,” said Ruda.

The policy is in line 
with those passed by 
many other communities 
in the Commonwealth 
seeking to avoid having 
competing flags of  differ-
ent political parties espe-
cially as the 2024 pres-
idential election nears. 
Ruda said he believes 
the policy “makes sense” 

to prevent issues in the 
present or future and 
ensure that town proper-
ty is not being used to fur-
ther one specific agenda.

The Board of  
Selectmen unanimously 
approved the policy with 
no comment. However, 
after the vote was taken 
Selectman Steve Sullivan 
asked about a policy 
for town vehicles. Ruda 
acknowledged that in 
the past some employees 
were asked to remove 
stickers representing 
their individual ide-
ologies from vehicles 
owned by the town. He 
believes there is a policy 
in place that pre-dates the 
new flag rules that now 
prevents those issues. 
Regardless, he reiterated 
that the only stickers that 
should be on town-owned 
vehicles are those related 
to town business or the 
department those vehi-
cles represent.

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — Budget season has begun, 
with town and school district officials from Dudley 
and Charlton caming together for their annual round-
table meeting on Feb. 14 where the Dudley Charlton 
Regional School Committee provided a look at their 
initial budget requests for Fiscal Year 2025. The meet-
ing was much anticipated following a tumultuous 
budget season last year that saw Dudley voters par-
ticipate in several overrides to balance expenditures 
between the school district and the town’s needs. The 
Valentine’s Day presentation was the first look at the 
initial numbers being considered for the next fiscal 
year.

Right from the start District Superintendent Steven 
Lamarche warned that 2025 would be another tough 
year financially but noted that the new budget was not 
as extreme as last year’s. 

“I’d like to be able to tell you from the get-go that this 
year will be very easy, but I’m going to tell you it’s not. 
It’s not the same as last year from the word go, which 
is great for all of  us, but there are still some things 
that we have to plan on and we have to look at fiscally,” 
said Lamarche.

The Superintendent proceeded to present an initial 
proposed budget with a $2.4 million increase, or 4.36 
percent, that includes level services and bringing back 
the Assistant Superintendent position. While this 
increase is lower than the state average, it exceeds the 
$2 million threshold that the district had discussed 
with the towns in December and January. With that 
in mind, Lamarche provided two more proposals that 
would keep the district below the $2 million increase. 
Option 2 proposed possible cuts of  educators and para-
professionals and compromises in technology and late 
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DMS ANNOUNCES STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Dudley Middle School congratulates its Students of the Month. Pictured: 5th grade 
- Andreas Niforos-Ortiz, Connor Ares, Grayson Belley, & McKenna Devine; 6th grade 
- London Ellis, Lucas White, & Oltinna Bektashi; 7th grade - Julian Brockway, Marina 
Morgan, & Maria Morse; 8th grade - Alana Marigliano, Madison FitzGerald, & Riley West.

Dudley implements 
new flag policy

School Committee provides 
early look at budget

Turn To BUDGET page     A15Turn To PLAN page     A14



WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with locations through-
out Central Massachusetts, announced 
its donations in 2023 totaled $506,475, 
benefitting 169 organizations, events 
and services in Central Massachusetts. 

“We have long supported initiatives 
important to our community, our team, 
and our customers,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “In 2023, we 
had another successful and meaningful 
year of  giving back to the communities 
we serve, both in terms of  financial 
support and time.” 

A sampling of  the donations 
Cornerstone made in 2023 includes:

$50,000 for the Worcester Community 
Action Council home heating assis-
tance program

$36,483.60 (Cornerstone’s match of  
employee donations) for the United Way 
of  South Central Massachusetts, sup-
porting its vital community programs

$25,000 to the Center of  Hope 
Foundation in Southbridge—the first 
year of  Cornerstone’s five-year total 
pledge of  $125,000 to upgrade and 
expand the facilities

$25,000 to support programs and 
services at the YMCA of  Central 
Massachusetts, including The 
Achievers, Numbers in the Sun, 
LIVESTRONG and What’s for Dinner.

$25,000 to Our Bright Future Inc. in 
Southbridge, committed to empowering 
children and developing future leaders 
through science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM) initiatives. 

$15,000 to UMass Memorial Health for 
its nutrition-focused “Food is Medicine” 
program, which aims to provide high-

er-risk patients with access to healthy 
food options.

$15,000 to Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
Central Mass & Metrowest to support 
the organization’s 60th Anniversary 
Big Celebration and its Golf  Fore Kids 
event. 

$12,500 to the EcoTarium in Worcester. 
This was the first of  Cornerstone’s two-
year pledge of  $25,000 for construction 
of  a traveling exhibit and redevelop-
ment of  its early learning play area.

$12,500 to the Bridge of  Faith Youth 
Center in Southbridge. This was the 
first of  Cornerstone’s two-year pledge 
of  $25,000 to support the organization’s 
mission.

Cornerstone also provided $40,000 
in scholarships to 16 local high school 
seniors with plans to pursue stud-
ies in business and finance, and held 
community-engagement events such 
as its “Stuff  the Bus” school supply 
drive benefitting the Planting the Seed 
Foundation of  Worcester.

Throughout 2023, Cornerstone held 
204 financial literacy programs, up from 
114 in 2022, for children, teens, adults 
and seniors throughout the area, donat-
ing a total of  568 hours. Cornerstone 
Bank also offers employees a “volunteer 
day” benefit through which they can 
spend a paid workday volunteering for 
a local non-profit. In 2023, 73 employees 
participated for a total of  498 hours, 
working with groups such as the United 
Way, Relay for Life, Community Harvest 
Project, Jacob Edwards Library and 
Habitat for Humanity.

In September, Cornerstone Bank 
received the Corporate Citizen Award 

and was honored among the most char-
itable companies in Massachusetts by 
the Boston Business Journal. In April, 
the bank received the Community Award 
from the Planting the Seed Foundation, 
which recognized Cornerstone’s com-
mitment to homeless children and their 
families.

To learn more about Cornerstone 
Bank’s charitable giving, visit corner-
stonebank.com/community/charita-
ble-donations/donation-policy. 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of  a long history of  supporting 
the community, and providing a strong 
foundation to help people and business-
es thrive. Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s 
local presence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique abili-
ty to deliver outstanding service, with 
a personal touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of  service and 
expertise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations with 
branch locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with opportunities, 
through a broad range of  deposit and 
loan products, and services. Built on 
Trust is not just a tag line, but also one of  
our guiding corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands on the foundation 
that relationships are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business banking offerings, 
please visit CornerstoneBank.com or 
call 800-939-9103.                                                                                                  
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Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-aw

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Second Chance Animal Services
East Brookfield, MA 

508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Goose
Meet our silly Goose looking for a fresh 
start! This pint-sized, 30lb bundle of 
joy is ready to add a touch of silliness 
and love to your life! Goose is on the 
lookout for a new home where she can 
be the sole furry companion, as she 
doesn’t quite vibe with cats and pre-
fers to keep her doggy interactions to 
a minimum. While Goose may be a bit 
too rough for other dogs, she absolutely adores people and is eager to 
become the center of attention in your life. She’s your potential one-
and-only furry love! Goose is a playful soul who loves a good game 
of fetch, spending quality time with her humans, and soaking up all 
the attention she can get. She’s still mastering some manners, like not 
jumping up or pulling on the leash, but with a bit of patience, exercise, 
and structure, she’s ready to learn from her new family. Are you ready 
to welcome Goose into your home and heart? If you’re looking for a 
companion who’s equal parts silly and sweet, then Goose might just 
be the perfect match for you. Take Goose home today and embark on a 
journey of love, laughter, and countless adventures together!

152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

Tues., Wed, Fri 10-5 •Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3 
Closed Sun & Mon

It’s Different In Here!
A Family Business Since 1949

ART 
GALLERY&

You customers will know the difference
Stop by so we can show you the difference!

Fine Jewelery • Watches
 Jewelry Cleaning •Custom Design 

Jewelry Repairs * Jewelry Restoration
 We Buy Gold • Appraisals

My Uncle used to say,
“There are Jewelers and there are people 

who sell jewelry.”

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing! 
Certified Application Counselors can help! 

In person assistance available 
through March 2024 

Tri-Valley Office Hours on
 Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and 

Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley  
Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at 

Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster 

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you! 
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department

Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Cornerstone Bank’s 2023 
donations exceeded $506,000

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical School congratulates the following 
grade 10 students on being named to the honor 
roll for the second quarter of  the 2023-2024 school 
year.

High Honors
Logan Barriere, Vincent Bedard, Emma Berry, 

David Betancur, Dominic Boyd, Aleah Brink, 
Brianna Brink, Samuel Ceppetelli, Lily Chartier, 
Charles Congdon, Hunter Coombs, Emily Corey, 
Valentina Culberson, Anika Ferrantino, Lillian 
Horner, Joshua Irons, Jr., Nicholas Jalbert, 
Cullen MacLeod, Ava Mastrototaro, Felix 
Menard, Tyson Moriarty, Benjamin Nocchi, 
Sawyer Schultz, Luke Smolski, Esmerelda Velez, 
Haylee Zurowski

Honors
Addison Aho, Adriana Alicea, Sarah Appiah 

Kubi, Jacob Archambault, Violet Aucella, 
Alexander Audunsson, Victoria Bachand, 
Arianna Belanger, Isabella Bitar, Edward Blash, 
Dominic Brodeur, Lucien Brodeur, Dimitri 
Burtt, Liam Carlson, Nathan Chenevert, 
Frederick Cierpich II, Maxton Cournoyer, Jacob 
Creeron, Brody Cunningham, Joseph Daige, 
Abigail Dejong, Myiah DeLaRosa, Treyton 
Dery, Cody Dombroski, Nathan Dube, Savannah 
Dubois, Aedan Ellis-Morris, Jocelyn Evans, 
Matthew Falcigno, Mya Federico, Jayla Fowler, 
Zarriyah Frechette, Rylee Fulmine, Aidan 
Giroux-Provencher, Aliyah Gonyea, Arianna 
Gonzalez, Sadie Hawley, Luke Heller, Kolton 
Hemenway, Liam Hesselton, Deirdra Holton, 

Grace Huehls, Hannah Ingalls, Natalie Ingles, 
Christian Johnson, Tabian Keegan, Zackery 
Kelleher, Ayden Kennedy, Samuel Kittredge, 
Marshall Lafond, Nia Laforest, Joel Landor, 
Zachary Landry, Elyse Laramie, Phoebe 
Lawendowski, Miranda Linde, Michael Lulu, 
Mia Lussier, Philipos Makordimitras, Emily 
McDonald, Madeline McDonald-Trimby, Alexis 
Messina, Kyle Mondor, Sebastian Moniz, Alexis 
Moody, Gianna Morelli, Liam Nicoll, Sebastian 
Nieuwenhoff, Cole Paradis, Niti Patel, Amari 
Pereira, Mariah Pereira, Adam Phaneuf, Jacob 
Pratt, Kayleigh Ramm, Grace Retallic, Marian 
Rodriguez Rivera, Nathan Rouille Montoya, 
Jordan Russell, Nathan Steen, Gaige Thompson, 
Ashley Tingle, Gabriel Turcotte, Thadaeus 
Tweneboa, Ellie Vanvleck, Sebastian Vargas, 
Gabriela Vazquez Hernandez, Natalie Vigeant, 
Ava Wall, Hunter White, Trey Wilkin, Madison 
Williamson

Principal’s List
Emma Baldyga, Rhianna Balliet, Riley Boucher, 

Alissa Burlingame, Emily Casault, Thomas 
Choquet, Marianelys Cintron Perez, Hailey 
Costa, Connor Czechowski, Max Domineck, 
Christopher Dufresne, Yandel Feliciano, Ethan 
Ford, Leia Foster, Hailey Giguere, Anthony 
Gonya, Anna Guay, Jacoby Henderson, Allison 
Klar, Gabrielle Lapan, Nicolas Londono, Avery 
McLaughlin, Chase Newman, Oskaryna Nunez, 
Connor O’Brien, Kelsey Olson, Angelica Padilla, 
Maddox Parente, Aiden Perzanoski, Leah 
Raymond, Taylor Richard, Yasmilette Santana, 
Jorge Santiago, Jared Senosk, Jaxon Sitko, 
Ethan Wall, Marcanthony Weld, Nash Zimmer

SophomoreS named to Bay path honor roll

AMHERST — Below is a list 
of  local students who were 
named to the dean’s list at the 
University of  Massachusetts 
Amherst for the fall 2023 semes-
ter.

In order to qualify, an under-
graduate student must receive 
a 3.5 grade-point average or bet-
ter on a four-point scale.

OXFORD
Genevieve Bartlett

Caiden Michael Dumas
Kelsey Durant
Vincent Johnson
James Daniel LeProhon
Farreen Qadus
Huy Vinh Tran

WEBSTER
Kaylee Alexis Comeau
Kylee Jean Croteau
Camily Vitoria De Oliveira 

Sena
Dominic Jacob Denert

Caroline Rose Doering
Robert Francis Gatzke
Cassidy Larraine Jones
Chaya Paige Lipman-

Tessicini
Mia Caroline Lipman-

Tessicini
Daria Piwowarczyk
Gabriela Piwowarczyk
Marcel Lionel Proulx
Brooks Poplawski Williams
Aaron Jason Zalewski

Local students named to UMass Amherst Dean’s List



Webster senior Center
5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Open Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov
Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to view our photographs, news 

and announcements. Please stop by to pick up our monthly newsletter for a com-
plete list of  activities, upcoming events and our monthly lunch menu. You do not 
have to be a resident of  Webster to participate in our activities and programs. ALL 
Seniors are welcome!

The Webster Senior Center will be closed on Tuesday, March 5th for the Election.
Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at 

11:30 am.  Please call (508) 949-3845 at least 48-hours in advance to reserve or cancel 
your meal. A $3.00 donation is appreciated. All meals include milk, bread and fruit 
or dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday 2/27 Greek Chicken, white rice, brussels 
sprouts.  Wednesday 2/28 Burger with chili & cheese, herbed potatoes, green beans. 
Thursday 2/29 Ham Salad, potato salad, tomato & cuke salad. 3/1 Lemon Pepper 
Fish, rice pilaf, roasted brussels sprouts.

News from SHINE Medicare Counseling Program: March 2024.  Question: What 
if  I missed the Medicare Open Enrollment Period in the fall?  Can I still make a 
change to my coverage for 2024? People who are currently enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage plan have until March 31st to make changes to their plan during the 
Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period (MA OEP). The MA OEP occurs each 
year from January 1st to March 31st and is available to people who are enrolled 
in a Medicare Advantage plan. You are allowed to make one change during this 
period, and it takes effect the first day of  the month after you enroll. For example, 
if  you submit an enrollment request in March, your new coverage begins April 
1st. People who have Extra Help to pay for their Part D prescription coverage are 
allowed to make a change to their coverage during the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd quarters of  
the year. If  you have Extra Help and you are unsure if  you have the best coverage 
to meet your needs, please make an appointment to speak with a SHINE counselor! 
SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance Needs of  Everyone) has certified counselors 
available to assist you with questions about Medicare. Our services are free and 
unbiased: we are available to discuss all options related to Medicare and additional 
coverage, and we do not sell any plans. SHINE is federally funded and administered 
through the State. To make an appointment, call your local senior center or call the 
Central Mass Regional SHINE Office at 508-422-9931.

Need help with your MassHealth application? Tri-Valley has Certified Application 
Counselors available to assist you. Appointments are available on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and Wednesdays from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the 
Tri-Valley office in Dudley. Please call Tri-Valley at (508) 949-6640. Appointments 
are also available on Fridays from 9:00 am to 11:00 am at the Webster Senior Center. 
Please call (508) 949-3845 to schedule Friday appointments at the Senior Center.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the Webster Senior Center! March 
8 is International Women’s Day.  In honor of  all women Bomba Beauty Salon 
will be offering 20% off  on all services for the month of  March.  Call 508-341-8724 
for an appointment. Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in appointments on 
Wednesdays from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm. Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays by appointment 
only from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an appointment. 

New series starting in March! Koffee Klatch - get together and chat with us as we 
watch mini-series on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am. Coffee, tea, and refreshments 
will be served – come join us! 

The REC Farmer’s Market is now setting up in the Webster Senior Center on 
Thursdays from 1:00 – 2:30 pm. 

 Coloring Workshops with Stacey will be offered on Friday, February 23rd at 10:00 
am. Cost: $5.00 per class, sign up at the front desk. Coloring workshops will be held 
on the 15th and 22nd in March.

Aging Gracefully, a Fall Prevention and Wellness Workshop will be presented by 
the Injury Prevention Dept. of  UMass Memorial on Thursday, February 22nd at 
9:30 am. Please sign up at the Senior Center front desk or by calling (508) 949-3845.

Webster Manor Ice Cream Social will be held on Thursday, February 22nd at 12:00 
pm. Please sign up at the Senior Center front desk.

February Movie Matinee will be a showing of  NYAD, the true story of  athlete 
Diana Nyad on Monday, February 26th at 1:00 pm. Refreshments will be served. 

Christopher Heights’ Soup Social will be held on Monday, March 4th at 11:30 am. 
Please sign up at the Senior Center front desk.

Mondays and Wednesdays:  Exercise Classes with Forty Arroyo – Chair Dancing 
– the perfect workout for any fitness ability!  Cost: $3.00 per class. 

Mondays: Knitting/Crochet Social 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Bingo:  Every Tuesday, starts prompt-

ly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive by 
12:30 pm to allow time to buy your bingo 
sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 
12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play cribbage? Our 
weekly cribbage group meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm – feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested per-
sons to the Webster Senior Center – 
come join us for 6-card or 13-card pitch! 
Six card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday 
at 1:00 pm – beginners welcome!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office 
House Numbering Program will create 
a custom wooden sign with your house 
number free of  charge. One sign per 
senior household. Please contact the 
Webster Senior Center if  you are inter-
ested in having a house number sign 
made for you. (508) 949-3845.

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for 
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do 
a home visit to ensure that you have the 
correct smoke and CO2 alarms and that 
they are working properly, at no cost to 
you! All you have to do is give them a call 
at (508) 949-3875.

Please call the Senior Center at (508) 
949-3845 or stop in to pick up our month-
ly newsletter for a complete list of  addi-
tional activities and upcoming events.
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PROMOTION ENDS March 9th, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends March 9th
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Local  
residents named to 
Clark University 

Dean’s List
WORCESTER — The following 

local residents were named to Clark 
University’s Fall 2023 Dean’s List:

Derek A. Fino, of  Oxford was named 
to first honors.

Sarah A. Kersting-Mumm, of  Oxford 
was named to first honors.

Dillon Taylor Palmer, of  Oxford was 
named to first honors.

Sydney M. Lyons, of  Auburn was 
named to first honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark University is 
a liberal arts-based research universi-
ty that prepares its students to meet 
tomorrow’s most daunting challenges 
and embrace its greatest opportuni-
ties. With more than 45 undergraduate 
majors and major tracks, more than 30 
advanced degree programs, a growing 
number of  professional certificate pro-
grams and nationally recognized com-
munity partnerships, Clark University 
fuses rigorous scholarship with authen-
tic world and workplace experiences 
that empower our students to pursue 
lives and careers of  meaning and con-
sequence.



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, Tues, 

Thurs: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wed: 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., Fri: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
 Want to receive updates 

about our upcoming events? 
Sign up for email alerts by vis-
iting our website or contacting 
our Program Coordinator Randa 
Cox at rcox@cwmars.org.

Spice Club Each month will 
feature a new spice, recipes, and 
cookbooks. Stop by the lobby to 
grab a sample of  that month’s 

spice, then take it home and 
cook!  February’s Spice is Ginger

Are you a Collector of  Old 
Books? Come check out our dis-
play upstairs to see if  any of  
them could be added to your 
collection! 

New Art Exhibit! Come in and 
see Jeanne Purcell Vautour art. 
Exhibit dates are February 11th- 
March 23rd. 

Adult Programming
YOGA – Saturday February 

24th at 9:30 AM 
Join Julie or Lauren at the 

Gladys E. Kelly Library for a 

vinyasa yoga class for all lev-
els. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga 
translates to the “uniting of  
movement with breath”. A typ-
ical class involves centering the 
mind with the breath, aroma-
therapy, movement of  the body 
to release energetic blockages, 
and, finally, rest and relaxation. 
Classes are free. Funded by the 
Friends of  the Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library.

ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP— February 26th at 6:30 
PM

 This month’s book dis-
cussion will be in the Library’s 
Community Room. The Group 
will be discussing The Last 
Apothecary by Sarah Penner . 
Stop by the library, or reach out 
by phone at 508-949-3880, or by 
email to rcox@cwmars.org for 
inquiries.

ADULT BOARDGAME 
NIGHT--- March 25th —6:00 PM

Come in and play games with 
other board game enthusiasts. 
Learn a new one, or play one you 
know and help others learn!

COOKBOOK CLUB—March 
11th --- 6:00 PM 

 Every month there 
will be a new cookbook and you 
will choose a delicious recipe to 
make! You can choose anything 
out of  the cookbook to bring 
and share. Whether you like to 
cook or bake there will always 
be something for you! We will 
eat and discuss our favorite and 
our least favorite things of  the 
cooking adventure. You can pick 

up your copy from behind the 
circulation desk.

D U S T I N  PA R I 
MOTIVATIONAL TALK: HOW 
SOON IS NOW---- February 22nd 
at 6:30 PM 

 Spend an hour with 
Dustin as he examines the con-
cept of  time, challenges our 
understandings of  the passing 
days, and questions the way we 
measure our lives. Make the 
most of  your time by changing 
your perspective of  it. Hurry to 
this lecture, for there is not a 
minute to waste!

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All Month 
Long 

 What’s more exciting 
than a scavenger hunt? Come 
upstairs to the Children’s room 
to pick up a list of  things to 
find all around the library. Once 
you’ve completed the scav-
enger hunt, check in with the 
Children’s Librarian to redeem 
a prize.

MAKER MONDAYS – 
Mondays from 3:30-4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have 
a variety of  craft materials avail-
able to put your creativity to the 
test! Every month we will rotate 
our craft material, stop in to see 
what we’re making this month! 

LEGO CLUB--- First two 
Tuesdays of  the month at 3:30 
PM

 Come play with the 
library’s Legos. If  you like, we 

can put 
y o u r 
w o r k 
on dis-
play!

N o 
r e g i s -
tration 

Required
 
BUILD TUESDAYS - from 3:30-

4:30 PM
 Join us for the last 

two Tuesday for a self-guided 
STEM-based building challenge, 
appropriate for all ages. Younger 
kids should bring a parent. 
Instruction sheets will be pro-
vided. Contact Andrew at 508-
949-3880, or atai@cwmars.org for 
more details.

STORYTIME--- February 27th 
10:00 AM

Mornings will be filled with 
fun stories, songs, and activities 
perfect for ages 2-5. Siblings are 
welcome to join.

STUFFED ANIMAL STORY 
TIME--- February 28th   10:00 AM

   Join Library Director 
Sondra Murphy for stories, 
songs, and fun with our plush 
pals! This story time is geared 
toward ages birth to 3 but sib-
lings are welcome.

COOKIE DECORATING 
PARTY ---- February 22nd at 3:00 
PM and 4:00 PM

 Who doesn’t love cook-
ies and hot chocolate on a cold 
winter day? Join us for the 
opportunity to decorate some 
cookies and sip on hot cocoa. 
Space is limited and will be held 
in two sessions, please register 
in advance. PJs are encouraged!

ELEPHANT AND PIGGY 
PARTY --- February 23rd at 10:00 
AM 

 Our friends Elephant 
and Piggy will be joining us for 
a story, craft, and photos!

MUSICAL PETTING ZOO 
with Patrick McMahon--- 
February 24th 1:00 PM

 The Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra’s Musical 
Petting Zoo is a fun and informa-
tive hands-on traveling exhibit 
of  musical instruments. After 
an introduction to the instru-
ments, participants get a chance 
to bow a violin, blow a horn or 
tap out a rhythm on a drum. 
Here’s your chance to try an 
instrument in a judgment-free 
zone that encourages explora-
tion and excitement!
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DUDLEY

DuDley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

DuDley Police DeParTmenT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DuDley Fire DeParTmenT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

oxForD Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs ......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ............................ 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday .................................. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

oxForD Police DeParTmenT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

oxForD Fire DeParTmenT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

websTer Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday .............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

websTer Police DeParTmenT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 websTer Fire DeParTmenT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday .....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday ...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Courtesy

BINGO FOR BOOKS
Clara Barton Elementary in Oxford held its annual Bingo for Books event right before 
February break. We had some special guests like Officer Mead and Officer LaPierre who 
made sure everyone was playing fair. Everyone is a winner and gets a new book to enjoy 
over February break!

GlAdys e. kelly librAry

reAl estAte
AUBURN 

$630,000, 72 Tinkerhill Rd, Kingdon, Cynthia A, to Tolo, 
Yulia.

$166,768, 85 Pinehurst Ave, Wright, Mark A, and Wright, 
Kimberly A, to Minton, Tiyika K, and Wright, Kimberly A.

DUDLEY 
$685,000, 11 Ramshorn Rd, Bedard Ramshorn Rt, and 

Bedard, David E, to Lencewicz, Chenoa, and Nicolopoulos Sr, 
Jonathan.

$595,900, 6 Par 5 Ln #6, Country Club Acres LLC, to 
Bisceglia Ft, and Driscoll, Gina M.

$173,000, 3 Wysocki Dr #5, Akande, Abisola, to Beando, 
Danielle.

OXFORD
$210,000, 27 Turner Rd, Moore, James H, to Dussault Jr, 

Phillip R, and Dussault, Sandra J.

WEBSTER
$525,000, 64 Chase Ave, Matte, Arthur, and Matte, Shelly, to 

Robinson, Alex.
$382,000, 110 Gore Rd, Robert J Lilla Irt, and Montville, 

Susan, to Holland, Bobbie F, and Charleston, Tiffany M.



Holy Cross announces Dean’s List
WORCESTER — More than 1,600 students were named to the College of  the Holy Cross’ Dean’s List 

for outstanding academic achievement during the Fall semester of  the 2023-24 academic year. The 
following local students made the list:

Nora Foley of  Auburn, Class of  2027
Keating Oliver of  Auburn, Class of  2027
Sabrina Tang of  Auburn, Class of  2025
Caroline Villa of  Auburn, Class of  2027
Maxine Adu-Boahen Jones of  Webster, Class of  2027
Kelsey Connor of  Webster, Class of  2024
Samual Lavallee of  Oxford, Class of  2026
Cameron Nolan 

of  Oxford, Class of  
2026

To qualify for 
the Dean’s List, 
students must pass 
four or more let-
ter-graded cours-
es with no failing 
grades during the 
semester and earn 
a GPA of  3.5 or 
higher.

About Holy 
Cross

The College of  
the Holy Cross, in 
Worcester, Mass., 
is among the 
nation’s leading 
liberal arts insti-
tutions. A highly 
selective, four-year, 
exclusively under-
graduate college 
of  3,100 students, 
Holy Cross is 
renowned for offer-
ing a rigorous, per-
sonalized educa-
tion in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. 
Since its found-
ing in 1843, Holy 
Cross has made a 
positive impact in 
society by gradu-
ating students who 
distinguish them-
selves as thought-
ful leaders in busi-
ness, professional 
and civic life.

WEBSTER — Join the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library in 
welcoming Jeanne Purcell Vautor our newest artist in our 
exhibit space. 

Jeanne Purcell Vautour loved art as a child and began her 
postsecondary education in a visual arts MFA program before 
transferring to the Education Department at the University 
of  Harvard. After 45 years as an educator of  K-22, she retired 
in 2008 and returned to her passion for the fine arts, specifi-
cally watercolor. 

“I have always been captivated by the infinite allure of  
watercolor. One never becomes a master; rather, it is the mas-
ter. As a medium, it silently offers limitless lessons about each 
of  its elements,” she says of  her artwork.

This art exhibit will be up until March 23. Stop in and see 
the wonderful art! 
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Meet Daphne: 2 years 
If you’re looking for a girl with a big heart and little legs, then you’ve found her! Introducing 
Daphne! This girl has the most adorable black and white coat and cute black freckles. Daph-
ne loves to play and gets the cutest zoomies! Her favorite toys are plushies that squeak. But 
she has the most fun when her human companions are around to play with her!
Daphne would be a great pal to go on hikes with and trek through the snow! Don’t let her 
little legs fool you; she can keep up perfectly. Daphne also loves to cuddle up with you and 
get all the scritches.
We think Daphne would do well with older kids and may enjoy a canine sibling who loves to 
play! We’re unsure about cats at this time.
If you think Daphne could be the one to make you smile and light up your winter, please 
reach out today!

Apply for Daphne at baypathhumane.org

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Michael Jarominski
Certified Public Accountant

 (508)864-3542
jarominskicpa@spectrum.net

TAX PREPARATION

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Jordan and I 
love snuggles! 

Jordan is an active boy that is 
looking to be cared for and snug-
gled. He likes one on one attention 
and benefits from both structured 
and unstructured time with the 
adults in his life. He loves to climb 
ladders, poles, and any playground 
jungle gym. He loves building forts 
outside, playing video games, and 
swimming. Jordan is hoping to con-
tinue swimming lessons, gymnas-
tics, and karate when he moves to 
his new home. Socially, he does 
very well in his afterschool program 
and in his current placement. 

Jordan is in elementary school 
and is doing well. He thrives in struc-
tured, consistent environments with 
routines. He is supported by staff 
in school and is working on further 
developing his social and academ-
ic skills. Teachers say he is actively 

engaged in the classroom and makes friends quickly. 
Jordan also has a brother with whom he has a strong relationship with 

that he wants to continue when he is adopted. Jordan will do well in ei-
ther a one or two parent household where he can be the only child or the 
youngest child. Jordan will need some individual one on one time with an 
adoptive placement, so that love and trust can be built with his new family. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7551 

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your 

heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be 
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.

Jordan 
Age 9 

Gladys E. Kelly Library exhibits art by 
Jeanne Purcell

Courtesy

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL NAMES DECEMBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to the following students who were selected as December Students of the Month at St. 
Joseph School: Pre-K 3-year-old (2-Day Program):  Isabella Valenti; Pre-K 3-year-old (5-Day Program):  Giovanni 
Laramee; Pre-K 4-year-old:  Juliette Prendergast; Kindergarten:  Maya Denert; Grade 1: Klaudia Obrycki; Grade 
2:  Maya Jackson; Grade 3:  Julia Biela; Grade 4:  Allen Oliver Jean-Paul; Grade 5:  Grayson Dollar; Grade 6:  
Tosin Akindele; Grade 7:  Lisa Kippax; Grade 8:  Ryan Grupposo. Students are awarded Student of the Month 
for their outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility. Keep up the great work!



To the Editor:
There was a bit of  good news from 

Beacon Hill earlier this month.  
Lawmakers have “... filed legis-
lation that proposes to keep young 
adults through age 20 who have been 
charged with crimes in the juvenile 
system.” (Worcester Telegram, Feb. 2) 

The rational for this, accord-
ing to Rep. James O’Day (D-West 
Boylston), is “...a matter of  brain 
development, advances in brain sci-
ence.” He goes on to note that “... the 
brain doesn’t develop fullyuntil age 25.” 

If  we don’t want juveniles, as the 

article notes, to receive a “life sen-
tence,” why don’t we stop par-
ents, schools, and some in the medical 
community from advocating for middle 
schoolers and teens to transition from 
one sex to another, chemically and/
or surgically?  

If  the brain is not fully developed and 
a young person is not able to make a 
legal distinction between right and 
wrong until age 25, how can a teen or pre-
teen fully comprehend the implications 
of  changing his or her sex? The teenage 
felon can always change the course of  
his or her life’s trajectory. Every kid 
that steals a car at 16 doesn’t become 
a career criminal.  Can a teen or pre-
teen who has surgery or takes puber-
ty blockers reverse the process? What 
is the point of  no return? Why would 
anyone encourage or allow a teen or 
preteen much younger than 25 with 
an undeveloped brain to take a risk she 

or he cannot fully comprehend?  
Several legislators filing the bill 

state they are “reluctant to sad-
dle young adults with criminal records 
for the rest of  their lives, long after 
brain development has caught up 
with their physical development.” 
Why then do so many adults want to 
entice kids into being “saddled” with a 
truly irreversible change(sentence) well 
short of  their 25th birthday? 

One can only hope that 
the now enlightened members of  
the General Court, armed with the 
knowledge of  advances in brain sci-
ence, will legislate a stop to gender 
transitioning for children whose 
brains have yet to fully develop.  

Thank you, 
RichaRd claRk 

dudley
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The WebsTer Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

If  you want to make a big purchase, 
such as a new car or a piece of  property, 
or you were faced with a large, unex-
pected expense, such as a major home 
or auto repair, would you have the funds 
readily available? If  not, you might look 
at what may be your biggest pool of  
money — your 401(k) or IRA. But should 
you tap into these accounts well before 
you retire?

 
Maybe not — and here’s why:
Less money in retirement – The more 

money you invest in your retirement 
accounts, and the longer you keep it 
invested, the more you’ll probably have 
when you need it most — when you’re 
retired. Consequently, taking out sizable 
amounts from these accounts before 
you retire could be costly, as it would 
disrupt the benefits of  compounding 
that can be achieved by holding invest-
ments for the long term.  

Possible bump into higher tax brack-
et – The money you take out from your 
traditional IRA and 401(k) is taxable in 
the year of  withdrawal. So, if  you with-
draw a significant amount of  money 
at once from your traditional IRA or 
401(k), you could be pushed into a high-
er tax bracket, at least for one year.

Tax penalties – If  you take money 
out of  a 401(k) or traditional IRA before 
you turn 59 and a half, you could face a 
10 percent tax penalty, although some 
exceptions exist. Penalty-free withdraw-
als can be made for several reasons, 
including for education and medical 
expenses, first-time purchase of  a home 
(up to $10,000), after the birth or adop-
tion of  a child (up to $5,000) and more 
(see irs.gov/taxtopics/tc557). With a 
Roth IRA, which is funded with after-
tax dollars, you can withdraw contribu-
tions — but not earnings — at any time, 
for any purpose, without incurring pen-
alties.

 
Given these issues, how can you avoid 

dipping into your retirement accounts 
when you’re faced with a financial need?

 
One possibility is to take out a loan 

from your 401(k). Unlike a 401(k) with-
drawal, a loan is neither taxable nor 
subject to tax penalties. Also, the inter-
est you pay on a 401(k) loan goes back 
into your account. Still, a 401(k) loan 
has its drawbacks. If  you leave your job, 
you’ll likely have to repay the loan in 
a short period of  time and if  you don’t 
have all the money to repay it, the loan 
will be considered in default, so you’ll 
owe taxes and the 10 percent penalty if  
you’re younger than 59 and a half. But 
even if  you don’t leave your job and you 
do repay the loan, you’ll still have taken 
away money that could have potentially 
kept growing within your tax-deferred 
account. As mentioned above, as your 
money compounds, you’ll want to min-
imize disruptions.

 
Building an emergency fund is 

another way to gain access to cash. 
Such a fund should contain at least six 
months’ worth of  living expenses, with 
the money kept in a liquid, low-risk 
account. It can take time to build a fund 
of  this size, so it’s never too soon to start 
putting away money for it. To avoid 
the temptation of  dipping into your 
emergency fund, you’d ideally keep this 
fund separate from your daily spending 
accounts.

 
Explore all your options before tap-

ping into your IRA or 401(k) early. 
Keeping these accounts intact as long 
as possible is one of  the best moves 
you can make to help build your future 
retirement income.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com. 

Avoid tapping 
into 

retirement 
savings early

lEttErs to thE Editor

Do not accept the grace of God in vain
Do not to accept the grace of  

God in vain. 
What do these words of  Saint 

Paul mean? How can someone 
accept the grace of  God in vain?

Well, right before Saint Paul 
warns us of  this in his letter to 
the Christians in Corinth, he 
highlights what Christ did for 
the world. “Therefore, if  any-
one is in Christ, they are a new 
creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have 
become new.”

In Christ Jesus, we become 
new! Old things pass away; our 
sinful mistakes and old habits 
that turn us away from God; 
our past regrets and fallen, dis-
torted worldview. In Christ we 
become a new creation, a new 
reality! We have a new begin-
ning! Imagine what a gift this 
is when we truly understand it 
and embrace it!

The Apostle Paul goes on 
to explain how we are recon-
ciled with God. The separation 
that existed between human-
ity and God is now repaired. We have 
direct access to the Lord Almighty as His 
beloved children. And in our divine rec-
onciliation, He now invites us to become 
His ambassador in helping others find 
the same reconciliation and discover 
their own new life in Christ!

Wow! How exciting is this understand-
ing of  our Faith – to realize that the old 
passes away and we have become a new 
creation. To appreciate that we have been 
reconciled with the Lord and have direct 
access to Him. To fathom that He invites 
us to act as His ambassador in the world 
sharing this Good News and helping oth-
ers enter into this righteous relationship 
with God.

What a gift we have received! Yet, here 
is where Saint Paul goes on to warn us – 
“Do not accept the grace of  God in vain.” 
In other words, don’t become a new cre-
ation, be reconciled with God, and act as 
an ambassador of  Christ, receiving all 
these gifts only to turn away from Him 
in the end. When we don’t respect the 
precious gift that God has given us, and 
we don’t strive to fulfill our potential 
in Him, then we have turned our backs 
on the Lord Jesus and “we accepted the 
grace of  God in vain.”

This is a scary and sobering warning. 
Yet, we can relate this to the Gospel story 
about the man who gave different talents 
to his three servants. In Jesus’ time, a tal-
ent was a weight of  about 75 pounds of  a 
particular metal, typically gold or silver. 
Thus, it was equivalent to a great sum 
of  money. The Master gave each servant 
a special gift, whether five talents, two 
talents, or one talent, according to their 
ability. And he expected each to use his 
talents accordingly.

These servants needed to heed the 
words of  Saint Paul to be careful not to 
accept the grace of  God in vain. In other 
words, don’t accept the talents from the 
Master if  you aren’t going to use them 
and increase them. The first two servants 
took their talents and doubled them. The 
one given five increased them by five. 
The one with two increased them by 
two. The lazy servant took his one talent 
and returned it to his master with no 
increase, only excuses why he didn’t do 
anything with the talent he received.

Do not to accept the grace of  God in 
vain. 

Of  course, when we hear this Gospel 
story of  the talents, we understand how 

each of  us have received spe-
cial blessings from God in our 
lives. Think about all the bless-
ings you have received from your 
childhood. Blessings of  family. 
Blessings in the Church and with 
our faith. Blessings in education 
and opportunities. Blessings with 
various mentors and friends. 
Blessings you’re your health and 
the gift of  life. How have we been 
blessed by God?

When we receive our countless 
blessings from God, what do we 
do with them? Do we keep them 
for ourselves and maybe share 
them only with our family and 
friends? If  we are egocentric in 
how we treat our blessings, then 
we are receiving the grace of  God 
in vain.

Or do we appreciate the bless-
ings of  life as gifts that God, as 
the talents He has given us, and 
then do we strive to increase 
them so that we can share them 
with others?

Here is a fundamental secret 
of  our faith. The way we value 

God’s blessings and increase them is by 
sharing His blessings with others. The 
paradox of  our Faith is that the more we 
give away, the more blessings we receive. 
This is why Jesus said, “It is more bless-
ed to give then to receive.” As we give and 
share, we enter deeper into the blessings 
of  God!

Think about the most precious gifts of  
life – the virtues of  love, joy, peace, hope, 
faithfulness, goodness, and humility. 
These virtues are what fill our lives with 
God’s Presence and help us discover the 
meaning of  life. Yet with each of  these 
virtues, the more we want to receive 
them and have them grow in our lives, we 
discover that we increase them by shar-
ing them, by giving them freely to others.

The more we love others, the more we 
will feel the love of  God and others. The 
more we express gratitude for everything 
in life, the more we cultivate eyes to 
see God’s blessings everywhere and we 
become grateful for even the smallest 
things. The more we enter into the joy 
of  the Lord and radiate this divine joy to 
others, the more this divine joy increas-
es in the depths of  our soul. The more 
mercy we shower upon others, the more 
we experience mercy in our own lives.

We don’t accept the grace of  God in 
vain when we share that grace with 
everyone we encounter. God’s divine 
grace only increases.

This is what Jesus meant when he said, 
“To the one who has, more will be given.” 
The servant who was faithful with the 
five talents he received, and increased 
them with five more talents, not only 
entered into the joy of  His Lord, but was 
entrusted with even more talents. 

We have received the most incredible 
blessings from God. Our old fallen nature 
has passed away and we have become a 
new creation. We have been reconciled 
with the Lord and have direct access to 
Him. We have been called to act as His 
ambassador in the world sharing His 
Good News with everyone and inviting 
them to also enter into a right relation-
ship with God.

May we be good and faithful stewards 
with these gifts and increase the talents 
given to us by freely sharing them with 
others.

Let us not accept the grace of  God in 
vain!

To the Editor:
I am immensely grateful for the over-

whelming support and trust of  the voters 
of  the 6th Worcester District in Dudley, 
Charlton, Spencer, and Southbridge in 
the Feb. 6 Special Election Primary. I 
am eager for the opportunity to engage 
with even more constituents, as I seek 
to comprehend the concerns and needs 
of  all those across the 6th Worcester 
District. 

As your State Representative, I will be 
a tireless advocate for the people of  our 
district. I pledge to prioritize critical 
issues such as public safety, bolstering 
local aid, and fortifying educational ini-
tiatives, recognizing that these pillars 

are critical in fostering a community 
where all residents can truly thrive and 
enjoy a better quality of  life. 

As we approach the pivotal March 5 
general election, I am determined to 
spread my vision with more voters from 
across the 6th Worcester District. If  
you have any questions about my can-
didacy, I encourage you to read out to 
me at John@MarsiForStateRep.com or 
visit my Web site at MarsiForStateRep.
com. 

I hope to earn your vote for State 
Representative on Tuesday, March 5.  
Thank you!

John MaRsi
dudley

I hope to earn your vote

Longer, 
lighter 

days have 
returned!

At last, we are on the cusp of  a sea-
sonal change which brings with it a 
shift in weather, more light and more 
health benefits! The arrival of  longer, 
lighter days indicates a time of  renewal 
and rejuvenation, offering a wealth of  
opportunities to enhance our physical 
and mental well-being. 

One of  the most notable advantages 
of  longer, lighter days is the increased 
exposure to natural sunlight. As the sun 
lingers in the sky for more extended 
periods, our bodies have greater oppor-
tunities to soak in its healthful rays. 
Sunlight is a vital source of  Vitamin 
D, which plays a crucial role in bone 
health, immune function, and mood 
regulation. By spending time outdoors 
during daylight hours, whether it be 
through walks, outdoor activities, or 
simply enjoying a cup of  tea on the 
porch, we can replenish our Vitamin D 
stores and bolster our overall well-being.

The arrival of  springtime brings with 
it a palpable sense of  renewal and opti-
mism. Research has shown that expo-
sure to natural light can have profound 
effects on mood and mental health, help-
ing to alleviate symptoms of  depression, 
anxiety, and seasonal affective disorder 
(SAD). 

As the days grow longer and tempera-
tures begin to rise, we find ourselves 
naturally drawn outdoors.  Whether it’s 
going for a jog in the park, cycling along 
scenic trails, or practicing yoga in the 
backyard, the extended daylight hours 
of  late winter and early spring provide 
ample opportunities for physical activi-
ty and exercise. 

Our bodies are finely attuned to the 
rhythms of  the natural world, and expo-
sure to natural light plays a crucial role 
in regulating our internal clocks. The 
increased daylight hours of  late winter 
and early spring help to synchronize our 
circadian rhythms, promoting healthy 
sleep patterns and enhancing overall 
sleep quality. By exposing ourselves to 
natural light during the day and limit-
ing exposure to artificial light at night, 
we can optimize our sleep-wake cycles 
and enjoy more restful and rejuvenating 
sleep.
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

Financial  
Focus

by FR. luke 
a. VeRonis
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A life sentence? 



It’s been close to three months 
since my last update on antique 
and collectibles news. As you 
might expect, a lot has taken 
place since then. I’ll focus on 
some major estate sale finds 
today.

In 2023, Jeanette Davies saw 
two antique teddy bears at a 
yard sale in South Wales. Teddy 
bears got their name when 
Teddy Roosevelt was hunting 
with (American bear hunter and 
sportsman) Holt Collier. Collier 
stunned and cornered a bear 
and Roosevelt wouldn’t shoot it, 
believing it to be unsportsman-
like. Davies paid £130, or around 
$155 for both yard sale bears. One 
turned out to be a World War 
II era teddy worth between $92 
and $142 USD. Davies correctly believed 
the other bear to be a Steiff  bear. Steiff  
began producing high quality teddy 
bears three years after the incident with 
Roosevelt. The 1905 Steiff  bear was auc-
tioned with a $5,100 minimum bid.

Across the country, a California man 
recently found an old tin box of  base-
ball cards that his dad collected. The 
man identified only as John said his 

father Ed began collecting 
cards in the 1920s, according 
to Newsweek. Ed had shown 
John some cards occasional-
ly, but John only saw the tin 
box with all the cards after 
Ed’s passing. The collection 
includes 20 Babe Ruth cards, 
a Shoeless Joe Jackson, and 
many other Hall of  Famers. 
The sale of  the cards is expect-
ed to bring in the high six 
figures.

Also in California, a map 
dealer’s keen eye and knowl-
edge may have netted him mil-
lions. Alex Clausen was tak-
ing a virtual tour of  oil heir 
Gordon Getty’s estate sale and 
became focused on an old map, 

according to the Los Angeles Times. He 
spotted a map listed as a portolan chart 
and as being from 1500 to 1525. Portolan 
maps were hand drawn maps on animal 
skin created by navigators. According 
to the LA Times, they “often feature 
drawings of  compass roses, flags, sea 
monsters and ships; unlike modern 
maps, interior details of  land are not 
the key focus.” The $100,000 to $150,000 

estimate seemed rea-
sonable for a 16th cen-
tury map, but some 
clues led Clausen to 
believe it could be 
older. Granada in 
Southwestern Spain 
had a different flag 
than other king-
doms in the Iberian 
Peninsula, making 
him think the map 
was at least from 

the 15th century 
before they would 
have adopted a 
new flag. After 
hundreds of  
hours of  research, 
researchers dated 
the map to 1360. 
The chart is the 
only 14th century 
portolan known 
to exist outside of  
Europe. The map 
is being sold in a 
gallery where it is 
on course to bring 
$7.5 million.

We are cur-
rently cataloging 
our comic books, 
sports cards, 
and collectibles 
auction. We are 
still accepting 
c o n s i g n m e n t s 
of  gold jewelry, 
sterling silver 
serving ware, art, 
coins, and other 
antiques, and col-
lectibles for our 
early summer auc-
tion. I’ll be teach-
ing my antiques 
and collectibles 
night class again 
on March 5 at the 

Bay Path Evening School in Charlton. 
I’ll also be presenting at Learning 
in Retirement event in Danielson, 
Connecticut on May 6. Please visit our 
Web site, https://centralmassauctions.
com, for links to other upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auc-
tion information at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles 
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).
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WEBSTER-DUDLEY VETERANS SERVICE

PART TIME CLERK POSITION
19 HOURS

The Town of Dudley is seeking a qualified professional to serve as the 
Veterans’ Services Clerk.  This position falls under the direction of the 
Director of Veteran Services.

Candidate must have excellent organizational skills with the ability to 
manage time effectively, computer proficiency is required along with 
writing ability.  Knowledge of departmental operations and exercise 
judgment in responding to the needs of our veterans.  Attend veter-
ans-oriented trainings and educational courses as required, assists with 
community events such as Memorial Day and Veteran Day parades, 
and helps veterans in completing applications for State and Federal 
Veteran benefits.   

A high school education or GED is required with one year of office 
experience.  Salary is $20.28/hour. 

Please send a cover letter and resume to townadmin2@dudleyma.gov.  

Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.  

Executive Director
Dudley Housing Authority

Dudley, MA
The Dudley Housing Authority seeks an experienced housing administrator or managing 
agent to lead and manage its programs, properties, and contracts. The Dudley Housing 
Authority owns and operates 80 units of state-aided elderly/handicapped public housing 
and 8 units of congregate housing for adults with special needs. 
Required Minimum Qualifications: Two years’ experience in public or private housing, 
community development, public administration, non-profit administration, or a related 
field that demonstrates strong management and organizational skills. Knowledge of the 
principles and practices of housing management, finances, and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing is desired. Knowledge of PHA & CHAMP a plus. Excellent 
written and verbal communication skills required. Willingness to work with people of 
various socio-economic backgrounds. Willingness and interest in working with tenants 
on a personal level. While not required for hiring, certification as a property manager 
or similar classification by a nationally recognized housing or real estate organization 
or by certification as a MPHA of a DHCD-approved Massachusetts Public Housing 
Administrator Certification Program is desirable or must be obtained within the first 
year of employment. Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply.
The annual salary range is from $51,295 to a maximum salary of $60,347 depending upon 
experience, certifications, and in accordance with the EOHLC Executive Director Salary 
Schedule/Calculation worksheet. The work week is 26 hours per week and includes a 
generous benefit portfolio.
Candidates should apply in confidence by submitting cover letter and resume to 
G. Matthew Pike, MassNAHRO, 990 Washington Street, Suite 209, Dedham, MA 02026, 
ATTN: Dudley E.D. Search – or, using that same subject header, email those application 
materials to info@massnahro.org.
 
For more information, please visit the MassNAHRO online Career Center at https://
massnahro.org/networking/default.asp
Managing agent respondents should submit a proposal to that same address.
Application closing date is close of business on Monday, March 4, 2024. Late 
submissions will not be accepted.
The Dudley Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Minorities, women, 
veterans, and people with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. 

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

There was 
limited ice 
fishing on 
dangerous ice 
c o n d i t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the valley this 
past weekend, 
but conditions 
were much bet-
ter north and 
west of  the valley! A couple of  
members fishing the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club this past week-
end, had a great time catching 
and releasing some impressive 
rainbow and brook trout.   

Mass. Fish & Wildlife is busy 
repairing trucks for the upcom-
ing stocking of  trout this 
spring, as anglers are already 
fishing open water in the valley 
and on the Cape. This week’s 
picture shows the success 
some are having on open water 
using spinning gear. This 
week’s picture shows a big 
brown trout caught locally last 

week and weighed 
in at Jerry’s Bait 
& Tackle.  

Black bear dens 
are being visited 
by Mass Fish & 
Wildlife person-
nel to check on 
the bears’ winter 
survival, and suc-
cessful newborns. 

The Bald Eagle population is 
rapidly growing in Mass., with 
new nests being built annu-
ally. Their breeding season is 
only a month away! Sightings 
of  this majestic bird are almost 
a weekly occurrence, in the val-
ley area.  

Public hearings on the salt-
water recreational fishing 
regulations are being held 
soon. Unfortunately, most 
anglers were disappointed 
after leaving the hearings in 
the past, with no changes to 
their recommendations. It is 
a waste of  time! More cuts to 

recreational saltwater fishing 
limits and sizes are expected 
again this year, in both Mass. 
& Rhode Island. The public 
hearings have become just a 
formality.  

The Springfield Sportsmen’s 
show is scheduled to open 
this week, Feb. 23-25. It is a 
great way to enjoy a day with 
friends, before the spring fish-
ing begins on both fresh & salt-
water. 

The New England Saltwater 
Fishing Show will open their 
doors at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center on March 
8-10. If  you fish saltwater, you 
need to attend this great show. 

Rod & Gun Club renewals at 
many local clubs are now being 
held! Don’t lose your member-
ship. There is a deadline for 
renewing your membership at 
most clubs in the valley.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

Fish & Wildlife prepares for spring trout stocking

Courtesy

A four-and-three-quarter-pound Brown Trout caught last week at a 
local pond in Mass. by Justin, on rod & reel.   

RALPH
TRUE
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Latest antiques and collectibles news

WAYNE TUISKULA
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Executive Director - Webster Housing Authority
Description: The Webster Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified and experienced 
housing administrator for the position of Executive Director. The Authority’s portfolio in-
cludes 72 units of Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, 30 units of Ch.200 family, 16 units of Ch. 
689, 7 MRVP Vouchers, 47 Federal Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers and 61 Federal 
Public Housing units. The candidate should be familiar with both the Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC) and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) program requirements. 

Minimum Requirements: A minimum of 4 years’ experience in public or private housing 
management, community development, public administration, non-profit administration, 
or a related field that demonstrates strong management and organization skills. Knowledge 
of the principles, practices of state and federal public housing management programs, cap-
ital improvement planning, technology systems, maintenance, and finances desired. Strong 
organizational and personnel management skills desired. One year of experience oversee-
ing at least three staff persons or as a significant project team leader or program adminis-
trator required.

Possess excellent written and verbal skills for an ability to communicate effectively with lo-
cal officials, boards, residents, service providers and funding agencies. Experience working 
with the public, as well as individuals of various socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Massachusetts Public Housing Administrator (MPHA) desired 
or obtained within one year.

Must be proficient in Word, Excel and Outlook. Familiarity with centralized public housing 
wait lists (CHAMP), housing software, HUD and EOHLC databases and reporting systems 
desired. Other preferred credentials include graduation from an accredited four-year col-
lege or university and a passion for the mission of affordable housing.

The maximum salary is $102,456. and is dependent upon experience, education, and certi-
fications in accordance with EOHLC Executive Director Salary Schedule. The required work 
hours are 37.5 hours per week and the position includes excellent benefits. The candidate 
will be subject to qualification verification prior to employment.

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to Kenneth R. Martin, 
Consultant, at kenmartin1208@gmail.com with “Webster ED position” in the subject line. 

The deadline is no later than the close of business on March 6, 2024. Late applications 
shall not be considered. More detailed information will be required of applicants that ad-
vance to the next level of consideration.

Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply.

The Webster Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer



Keep your green 
thumb in shape this 
winter while getting 
a jump on the growing 
season by starting your 
favorite or hard-to-find 
plants indoors. It’s fun, 
simpler than you think, 
and can help stretch your 
plant budget.

Start with some clean 
containers that you pur-
chase, recycle, or make 
from newspapers. Be sure 
to add drainage holes to 
any repurposed yogurt 
or similar containers 
you are using for start-
ing seeds to avoid water-
logged soil. Always clean 
used pots by soaking 
them in a one-part bleach 
and nine-part water solu-
tion for ten minutes then 
rinse with clear water. 
This helps reduce the 
risk of  disease.

Fill the containers 
with a moist well-drained 
potting mix or a sterile 
seed starting mix. Once 
the containers are filled, 
check the back of  your 
seed packets for planting 
directions. Most contain 

all the information 
you need for when and 
how to plant the seeds. 
Some seed companies 
now provide this infor-
mation on their web-
site instead of  the seed 
packets.

Most seeds are plant-
ed about twice the seed 
diameter deep while 
smaller seeds are often 
set on the soil surface and 
gently watered in place. 
Once again, check the 
seed packet for the seeds 
you are growing. Plant 
two seeds per container 
just in case one of  the 
seeds fails to sprout. 

Once planted, move 
the containers to a warm 
location. Many garden-
ers use heating pads 
designed for germinat-
ing seeds to help speed 
sprouting. Covering the 
containers with a sheet 
of  plastic or one of  the 
prefab domes will help 
conserve moisture so you 
will need to water less 
often.

Check the soil mois-
ture daily and water 

often enough to keep the 
soil evenly moist but not 
soggy wet. Remove the 
plastic and move the con-
tainers to a sunny win-
dow or better yet, under 
artificial lights as soon as 
any green appears. 

Regularly rotate plants 
that are growing in 
sunny windows to pro-
mote more even growth. 
Adjust artificial lights as 
plants grow. Most seed-
lings benefit from keep-
ing the lights four to six 
inches above the top of  
the seedlings. Leave the 
lights on for 14 but no 
more than 16 hours a day. 
Using a timer is an easy 
way to make sure the 
plants receive the right 
amount of  light each day.

 
Once the seedlings 

develop two sets of  true 
leaves (these will look 
like the leaves of  the 
plants you are grow-
ing), it is time to do 
some thinning. Remove 
the weakest seedling 
in each pot so only 
one strong seedling 
remains. Trimming the 

weaker seedlings back to 
ground level instead of  
pulling avoids damage to 
the remaining seedling. 

 
Once seedlings have 

been thinned and are 
actively growing, use a 
fertilizer labeled for this 
use. Continue to water 
thoroughly and often 
enough to keep the plant-
ing mix slightly moist but 
not soggy wet.

 
Check the weather and 

seed packet to determine 
when it is safe to move 
your plants outdoors. 
You’ll need to prepare 
them for their new home 
outdoors with a tech-
nique called hardening 

off. Start by moving the 
plants to a sheltered and 
shaded location after 
the danger of  frost has 
passed. Stop fertilizing, 
and check soil moisture 
daily but allow it to dry 
just slightly before water-
ing thoroughly.

 
Gradually increase 

the amount of  sunlight 
the plants receive each 
day. Cover or move them 
indoors when frost is in 
the forecast. Your trans-
plants are ready to move 
to their permanent loca-
tion after a week or two. 

 
Start gathering your 

supplies and seeds now. 
And before you know 
it, you will be enjoying 
the beautiful blooms and 
tasty vegetables you start-
ed from seed yourself. 
 
Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 

Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

 

Starting all over 
again often feels like 
carrying the weight 
of  an ending. It’s 
challenging to move 
forward when your 
thoughts are teth-
ered to the past, mak-
ing each step into the 
unknown feel heavi-
er with the memories and 
efforts that once defined 
your path.

These moments, usu-
ally fraught with dread 
and disbelief, carry the 
essence of  beginning 
from square one and feel-
ing like less than zero. It’s 
hard to see that the seeds 
required to embrace a 
new start are sown with-
in these moments of  
defeat.

Consider the story of  
a love that once felt like 
destiny. Two souls inter-
twined, embarking on a 
journey that seemed cer-
tain to withstand the test 
of  time. But as the chap-
ters unfolded, the narra-

tive shifted, leav-
ing one in despair 
and forced to enter 
the dating world 
again.

 
It reminds me 

of  a quote by J.K. 
Rowling: “Rock 
bottom became 

the solid foundation on 
which I rebuilt my life.”

Picture the entrepre-
neur who charted a path 
from a local franchisee 
to a high-flying execu-
tive at the national head-
quarters. This journey, 
marked by first-class 
travels and the trappings 
of  success, comes to an 
abrupt halt with a dis-
missal that cuts deep. 
The aftermath was a 
maelstrom of  emotions—
anger, sadness, anxiety—
confronting the harsh 
reality of  sustaining a 
lifestyle without the secu-
rity of  a steady income 
and facing an unwelcome 
choice between giving up 
or reinvention.

C.S. Lewis: “You are 
never too old to set anoth-
er goal or to dream a new 
dream.”

Imagine the diligent 
student whose academic 
endeavors were fueled by 
the promise of  a fulfill-
ing career. Years of  sacri-
fice and sleepless nights 
culminate in achieving 
a coveted degree, only to 
discover the chosen path 
is filled with dissatisfac-
tion and the realization 
that one’s true calling lies 
elsewhere. It is a terrify-
ing dilemma.

F. Scott Fitzgerald said, 
“It’s never too late to 
become who you want to 
be. I hope you live a life 
that you’re proud of, and 
if  you find that you’re 
not, I hope you have the 
strength to start over.” 

Consider the journey 
of  an artist whose every 
performance was a tes-
tament to a life dedicated 

to the craft. Creating art 
that resonated with audi-
ences far and wide. Yet, 
the unpredictability of  
the business, the constant 
rejection, and the fleeting 
nature of  fame began to 
erode the joy once found 
in the spotlight.

The emotional toll of  
years spent chasing the 
next opportunity left 
our artist feeling disillu-
sioned. The passion that 
once fueled late-night 
rehearsals had dimmed, 
leaving behind a yearn-
ing for something more, 
something different. The 
decision to stay where it 
feels comfortable or to 
start all over doing some-
thing new is paralyzing. 

“Fall forward. Every 
failed experiment is one 
step closer to success. 
You’ve got to take risks.” 
— Denzel Washington.

Life, in all its uncer-
tainty, shows us that the 
comfort of  security isn’t 

truly secure. The tales of  
love lost, career dissat-
isfaction, and the quest 
for reinvention are chap-
ters in a story familiar to 
many of  us. These narra-
tives underscore the uni-
versal journey of  start-
ing anew.

No doubt you’ve been 
in similar situations, 
with no other option than 
to choose a relentless pur-
suit of  a new beginning. 
Trudging forward after 
a significant setback. 
It’s an awful feeling, but 
what’s the alternative? 
Become bitter and resent-
ful? No thanks. 

Human beings may 
crave security, yet the 
truth is that everything 
carries a risk. 

As Jim Rohn eloquent-
ly said, “Everything in 
life is risky; I’ll tell you 
how risky life is... you’re 
not going to get out of  life 
alive.”

This acknowledgment 
can help us to face the 
unknown with an open 
mind. Your mindset can 
significantly influence 
whether the journey 
ahead leads to a posi-
tive transformation or 
becomes a hurdle too 
challenging to overcome.

Starting over again 
presents a unique chance 
to reevaluate our mental 
patterns and expecta-
tions, setting the stage 
for a shift that can either 
uplift or challenge us, 
depending on our per-
spective. 

Within the realm of  
uncertainty, we uncover 
something truly extraor-
dinary: the power to 
reshape our destiny. Here 
lies the potential for 
reinvention, for altering 
our paths, and for recon-
structing our lives from 
the ground up. Learn to 
embrace your new begin-
nings and unlock the 
promise of  tomorrow.

Nothing brightens up 
the cold, white, winter 
landscape like the annu-
al arrival of  early spring 
buds. From crocuses to 
lilacs, nostalgic peren-
nials are the staple of  
New England gardens. 
Plentiful and easy to 
grow, this week’s column 
will spotlight a few com-
mon flowers that usher 
in the arrival of  spring 
each year, 

**
Crocus (The little 

princess of  the gar-
den): Crocus has a 
long heritage in New 
England, as the favored 
flower is among the first 
to b brought to North 
America by settlers.  
Popping up in gardens 
in mid-March, the sight 
of  crocus bulbs are cause 
for celebration by win-
ter weary Easteners.  
In fact, the crocus has 
been known to bloom 
while snow is still on the 
ground, offering a visual 
promise of  the upcoming 
season.

The humble flowers, 
boasting an array of  
hues from pale yellow to 
deep purple, open their 
cup shaped blooms fully 
only on sunny days. 
Perhaps the populari-
ty of  the humble flower 
is attributed to its easy 
going nature.  Requiring 
only a light alkaline soil 
and plenty of  sunlight, 
and it will reward the 
eye with many colorful, 
low growing flowers that 
multiply each spring.

**
 
C ro c u s  i n 

Mythology: The crocus 
famously appears in a 
legendary Greek tragedy 
of  Crocus (Krocos) and 
Smilax.  According to 

the legend a young mor-
tal named Crocus head-
ed into the Athens forest 
in pursuit of  the nymph 
Smilax.  Catching her 
attention, Smilax is smit-
ten but only briefly, by the 
handsome Crocus.  Soon 
she becomes bored and 
spawns his amorous 
advances.  When crocus 
persists in pursuing the 
beauty against her wish-
es, the gods transforms 
him into a saffron Crocus 
flower, its orange stigmas 
symbolizing his undying 
passion for her.

**
P l a n t i n g 

Crocus: Spring crocus 
bulbs are best planted in 
the fall when the soil is 
below 60 degrees, but well 
before the first hard frost.  
Plant pointy side up 
about four inches apart.  
For the best visual affect 
plant in clumps of  about 
a dozen bulbs.  Water 
well and cover with a 
few inches of  mulch for 
cold weather insulation.  
Since moles and mice 
are also attracted to cro-
cus, those who have such 
pests in the garden are 
advised to plant in buried 
wire cages or other devic-
es designed to repel the 
hungry critters.  

 **
D a f f y 

Delights: Daffodils’ sunny 
yellow flowers make this 
perennial a delightful 
and most welcoming sign 

of  spring.  The hearty 
bulbs have been known 
to survive in the ground 
for well over a centu-
ry, offering decades of  
flowing blooms. There 
are more than 27,000 
cultivated varieties 
of  daffodils, so it’s no 
wonder the daffodil is 
one of  the most popular 

spring flowers!
 
Mythology and 

History: The botanical 
name for the daffodil is 
“Narcissus,” which is 
named after the youth 
in Greek mythology who 
fell in love with his own 
reflection in a pool of  
water.  The bending flow-
ers represent Narcissus 
looking into the water; it 
is said that when he died 
in that position, a daffodil 
grew.

Daffodils have a rich 
history beyond the 
mythology.  The Romans 
were known to have 
planted narcissus in 
memory of  those fallen 
in battle.  Daffodils were 
eventually transported to 
England by the Romans 
who hailed the flowers’ 
healing properties.  Early 
settlers brought the pre-
cious daffodil bulbs with 
them to America as a 
reminder of  their home-
land. 

Today, Daffodils rep-
resent new beginnings, 
rebirth and joy.  In China, 
the daffodil symbolizes 
good fortune.

 **
P l a n t i n g 

Daffodils: Plant bulbs in 
the fall two to three weeks 
before the ground freezes 
for spring blooms.  Bulbs 
need proper drainage; 
therefore, the bulbs 
require a large hole 
and loosened soil; plant 

pointy side up about 
six inches deep.  Bulbs 
should be thoroughly 
watered at the time of  
planting and again in the 
spring when they begin 
to grow.  Most gardeners 
agree planting daffodils 
in clumps of  five or more 
creates a most pleasing 
garden landscape.  

 
Note: Nothing adds a 

ray of  sunshine to your 
indoor space better than 
a pot of  miniature daffo-
dils. The bright, yellow 
blooms are perfect for the 
desktop, whether you’re 
in a spacious home office 
or a crowded cubicle.  At 
just a few dollars per 
pot, they are an inex-
pensive pick me up that 
keeps on giving. After the 
blossoms wilt, the bulbs 
can be replanted in the 
ground to rebloom out-
side for years to come! 

**
Lovely Lilacs 

Fragrant clusters of  
lilacs adorned colonial 
yards and gardens of  
early America.  Lilacs 
were grown both for 
their beauty and their 
medicinal properties.  
In fact, in the late 18th 
century, both Thomas 
Jefferson and George 
Washington wrote about 
their lilac plants.  The 
species is so hardy that 
early lilac bushes, in a 
testament of  survival, 
have continued to thrive 
in colonial homesteads, 
long after the homes were 
abandoned or destroyed.  
Lilacs have been known 
to survive hundreds of  
years, making them a 
true heirloom flower. The 
Governor Wentworth 
Estate in Portsmouth, 
NH boasts the oldest 
surviving lilac bushes, 

said to have been planted 
circa 1750.  While there 
are many strains of  the 
flower, the most nostal-
gic is the common laven-
der hued lilac (Syringa 
Vulgaris), which was 
brought to America in 
the mid 1700s from east-
ern Europe.  

**
 Lilac Legends: Legend 

has it lilac drives away 
evil wherever it is plant-
ed or strewn. It is said 
that lilac bushes were 
planted on the homestead 
by colonists in an effort 
to protect the inhabitants 
from bad forces.

Immigrants from 
Europe brought tales of  
lilac folklore from the 
“old country” to America, 
including the belief  that 
finding a white lilac blos-
som with five petals is a 
sign good fortune would 
follow.  Meanwhile, in cer-
tain sections of  England 
it was considered bad 
luck to bring blooming 
Lilacs into the house 
and all white Lilacs were 
especially banned from 
display inside the home.

* * 
Growing Lilacs  
New England is the 
perfect climate to grow 
lilacs, as it is very cold 
hardy, requiring a frost 
to prompt bud blooming.   
For optimum blooms, 
a lilac bush should be 
planted in areas that 
receive full sun (at least 
six hours per day).  Lilacs 
like a slightly alkaline 
soil. Spread roots out 
vertically and cover with 
topsoil.  A newly planted 
lilac bush should be kept 
well watered.  Add a loose 
mulch above the roots to 
help with water absorp-
tion.  Keep in mind dif-
ferent varieties of  lilacs 

bloom at different times.   
When lilac flowers have 
finished blooming, prune 
the dead flowers back to 
just above where new 
buds are forming.  Be 
prudent with pruning, as 
over cutting can result in 
a decrease of  blooms next 
year.

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip 
that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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A Peek into Flowering Signs of Spring

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Starting over

TOBY
MOORE

PosiTively 
sPeaking

Starting plants from seeds indoors

Melinda Myers

Seedlings should be moved to 
a sunny window or placed 
under artificial lights as soon 
as any green appears.

MELINDA
MYERS

garden

MoMenTs
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

REGION — Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving 
Central and Western Massachusetts, 
proudly reported more than $1.2 million 
in donations for 2023. The bank’s philan-
thropic efforts supported local non-prof-
its throughout its communities, with 
463 organizations receiving grants in 
2023. 

In addition to financial support, 
Country Bank’s team members dedi-
cated their time and expertise to make 
a difference. They volunteered 1,255 
hours of  community service, demon-
strating their commitment to giving 
back. Furthermore, 37 team members 
served on 65 non-profit boards and com-
mittees, actively contributing to the suc-
cess of  these organizations.

As a community bank, it recognizes 
the importance of  supporting financial 
literacy; Country Bank held four Credit 
for Life Fairs for 1,500 High School 
Seniors to educate them on credit, bud-
geting, and how their decisions impact 
their financial wellness. Classes were 
also held at Christina’s House and with-
in various schools throughout the com-
munity. In partnership with Greenlight, 
the bank launched a debit card for 
kids to support parents in teaching 
children early on how to spend, share, 
and save. The bank also introduced a 
new program to support financial lit-
eracy, Money School, to support local 
schools with educational opportunities 
for in-classroom teachings for all ages, 
and an online financial educational pro-
gram on the bank’s website.

One of  the highlights of  Country 
Bank’s philanthropic efforts in 2023 
was its partnership with the Wonder 
Fund during the “Season of  Difference” 
Campaign. This collaboration aimed to 
support kids and families in Central and 
Western Massachusetts’ Department 
of  Children and Families (DCF) sys-
tem. By joining forces with the Wonder 
Fund, Country Bank demonstrated its 
commitment to improving the lives of  
vulnerable children and families in the 
community with over $30,000 in sup-
port.

Some of  the organizations receiving 
donations were The Ronald McDonald 
House, Christina’s House, The YWCA, 
The Boys and Girls Clubs, Behavioral 
Health Network, The United Way, 
Salvation Army, The Food Bank of  
Western Mass, The Worcester County 
Food Bank, Be Like Brit, Juniper 
Outreach, Springfield Revitalize CDC, 
Friends of  the Homeless, and 21 Senior 
Centers and 19 Food Pantries across the 
region.

Paul Scully, President and CEO of  
Country Bank, emphasized the bank’s 
dedication to its communities. 

He stated, “As a community partner, 
we care deeply about the sustainability 
of  our communities. We are honored to 
support many organizations through 
donations and volunteerism to help 
them with their work. Supporting and 
enriching our communities is not only 
a part of  our mission; it’s who we are 
as an organization, and we know that it 
makes a difference for so many.”

Country Bank supports 
communities with 2023 

donations exceeding 
$1.2 million 

Courtesy

OXFORD 
THIRD 
GRADERS 
TAKE  
VISITORS ON 
“SAFARI”

The third grade students at 
Clara Barton Elementary in 
Oxford conducted a great 
animal research project which 
culminated in a “safari” visit 
with families on Feb. 15. 
Students did a great job with 
their projects which included 
posters, a model and trivia 
questions. There were some 
very creative designs and 
exotic animal choices.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 02/19/24 was $3.79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0415EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Cynthia L Bathgate
Date of Death:  01/24/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 
Charles F Proctor of Oxford MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Charles F Proctor of Oxford MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
03/05/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 

Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 09, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
February 23, 2024

Webster Legal Posting 
Articles 6, 7, 8, and 10 from the October 
16, 2023 Annual Town Meeting each 
received a positive vote at the October 
16th Annual Town Meeting and an 
approval from the Attorney General’s 
Office.
Article 6 – To amend Chapter 448 of 
the General Bylaws as it pertains to 
the use of the facilities at Memorial 
Beach.
Article 7 - To amend Chapter 302 
Alarm Systems as it pertains to the fee 
structure for false alarms. 
Article 8 - To amend Chapter 260 as it 
pertains to the fee structure to Section 
260-2 Noncriminal Disposition.
Article 10 - To amend Chapter 329 
by adding 320-2 the Preservation of 
Historically Significant Buildings and 
Structures.
Complete copies of the articles are 
available in the Town Clerk’s Office.
Febuary 16, 2024
Febuary 23, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage dated   
June 8, 2022 given by Nisachan Realty, 
LLC to Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS 
Lending Two Trust u/d/t dated May 2, 
2022 (recorded in Book 67529, Page 
292), said mortgage recorded with the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 67729, 
Page 243, and which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 p.m. on the 11th day 
of March, 2024 at 72 Huguenot Road, 

Oxford, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage.
To wit:
Property Address:   72 Huguenot 
Road, Oxford, Massachusetts 01540
A certain parcel of land on Huguenot 
Road, Oxford, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, shown as Lot 1 on a 
plan entitled “Plan of Land in Oxford, 
Massachusetts, owned by James P. 
LaMountain Nominee Trust”   dated 
January 23, 2004, surveyed by B.C. 
Engineering & Survey, Inc., Civil 
Engineering-Land Surveying record-
ed in the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 806, Plan 47, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the northeast comer of 
Lot 1 and running along Parcel “A”, N. 
12° 11’ 42” E., one hundred thirty-one 
and thirteen hundredths (131.13) feet 
to a stone wall;
THENCE running N. 12° 11’ 42” E., one 
hundred forty-eight and eighty-seven 
hundredths (148.87) feet to a point;
THENCE running N. 72° 56’ 51” W., 
two hundred six and eighty-two hun-
dredths (206.82) feet to a point;
THENCE N. 12° 11’ 42” E., two hun-
dred five (205) feet to a point;
THENCE running on a curve to the 
right having a radius of thirty (30) feet 
and a length of forty-one and eighty-
nine hundredths (41.89) feet to a point 
on Huguenot Road;
THENCE N. 87° 47’ 35” E., one hun-
dred sixteen and sixty-three hun-
dredths (116.63) feet to a point;
THENCE running on a curve to the 
right a length of sixty-six and ninety 
hundredths (66.90) feet and a radius of 
five hundred seventy (570) feet to the 
point of beginning.  
CONTAINING 52,758 square feet more 
or less.  
Subject to a twenty foot wide tem-
porary grading easement as shown 
on a survey entitled “Plan of Land in 
Oxford, Massachusetts” dated January 
23, 2004 and recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
806, Plan 47.
For title see deed recorded with said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 65792, 
Page 87.

Premises to be sold and conveyed 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restrictions, ease-
ments, covenants, liens or claims in 
the nature of liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other municipal 
assessments or liens and rights of any 
tenants and parties in possession, if 
there be any, or existing encumbranc-
es of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. The successful bidder will 
pay all costs of recording the foreclo-
sure deed and any other foreclosure 
documents including, without limita-
tion, all state and county excise stamp 
fees, and shall also be responsible 
for any Title V inspection and repair 
requirements.
 Terms of sale:  A deposit of 
Twenty Five Thousand and 00/100 
Dollars ($25,000.00) by certified or 
bank check will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale.  The balance is to 
be paid by certified or bank check to 
Baker, Braverman & Barbadoro, P.C., 
1200 Crown Colony Drive, Suite 610, 
Quincy, MA 02169 within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale.  Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for recording 
upon receipt in full of the purchase 
price.  In the event of an error in 
this publication, the description of the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS Lending 
Two Trust 
u/d/t dated January 27, 2020
Present holder of said mortgage
By his Attorneys,
Baker, Braverman & Barbadoro, P.C.
1200 Crown Colony Drive, Suite 610
Quincy, MA 02169
Febuary 16, 2024
Febuary 23, 2024
March 1, 2024

LEGALS

Thank you  
St. Jude

for 
answered 
prayers
CC and FB

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
LIVE BAIT 

FOR ICE FISHING
Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

INDUSTRIAL PAINTER 
opening available in Oxford, Ma.

Duties include priming and  
painting of machine parts ~ 

and structural steel.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries  
508-987-3042

HELP WANTED
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL 

SAND BLASTER
opening available in Oxford, Ma.

Duties include high pressure manual 

blasting of steel shot, grit and garnet.

Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries  
508-987-3042

HELP WANTED

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

34 Ridge Road $369,900

316 Dresser Road $425,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- Great Location! Great Yard!

DUDLEY - One Level Living on 3/4 acre lot

* Open and Spacious Main Level Living
* 22’ Kitchen - fatastic for gathering
* 1st floor den with wood stove
* Main Bedroom with 2 Closets
* 2 additional bedrooms
* Living room with sliders leading to a deck overlooking a 
   fenced-in yard (and above ground deck)
* Lower level game room
* 1.5 Baths- Town Services

*Newly Carpeted Interior
• Eat In Kitchen
* Separate dining room with sliders to a deck
* Fireplace
* 1 car garage under
* New septic system and town water

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing
WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Offered!1960 era One Level, 
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large, 
near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport 

(or Large Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in the Living 
Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel.   $322,000

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  
Featured New Listing

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 47 FAYBYAN RD 
Featured New Listing

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST
3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car 
Garage !! House Has Good 
Bones And Straight Lines!!... 
Owner Occupied. All Natural 
Woodwork & Solid Doors 
Reflect “Ageless” Character 
Throughout This House!  Gas 
& Oil Heat.  $399,900

ON DEPOSIT

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family 
for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd 
flr. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor apt only. A rear open porch provides 
a private space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It’s situated on an 
acre plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and 
Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. which has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL 
RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 

acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, 
upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful 
Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

New 5-6 bedroom renovated home in 
North Brookfield!  Call for details!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

DUDLEY- SZYMCZAK SELLS

145 Baker Pond Rd $380,000 4 Camelot Circle $550,000
SOLD SOLD

FREE Real Estate Classes in February 
Call for a Reservation

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308
GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ST. HELENA 
ISLAND, SC – Marcia 
A. (Gromelski) 
Behrens, 67, for-
merly of  Dudley, 
MA, passed away 
Friday, February 
9 at Beaufort 
Memorial Hospital. 
She leaves her sig-

nificant other, Mark A. Sweeney 
with whom she lived; a son, Kevin G. 
Behrens of  Dudley, MA; a daughter, 
Kara L. Behrens of  Worcester, MA 
and her fiancé Scott Bryan; a broth-
er, Joe Gromelski of  Herndon, VA; 
seven cousins, Paul Brodeur, Nancy 
Sedor, Carolyn Sidor and her hus-

band Mat Finch, Susan Sedor and her 
husband Peter Antonellis, Joe Sedor, 
Francis Gromelski and Gary Whitney; 
and many colleagues and friends. 
She was born on March 17, 1956 in 
Worcester MA and raised in Dudley, 
the daughter of  George A. and Mary 
(Sedor) Gromelski. She graduated 
from Putnam (CT) Catholic Academy 
in 1974, and earned a Bachelor of  
Science in Business Administration 
degree from Nichols College in 
Dudley in 1978. She received a mas-
ter’s degree in business adminis-
tration, also from Nichols, in 1989. 
A certified public accountant, she first 
worked at the Arthur Young account-
ing firm in Worcester from 1978 to 

1982, and then at Bose Corporation in 
Framingham from 1982 to 1987. She was 
an assistant and later associate profes-
sor of  accounting, GPS MBA program 
chair and general business program 
chair at Nichols College, where she 
worked for over 30 years. She served on 
many committees at the college, nota-
bly with the Athletics Hall of  Fame. 
Ms. Behrens served on the finance com-
mittee of  the Town of  Dudley for sev-
eral years and was a past president of  
the philanthropic Quo Vadis Club. She 
enjoyed golfing at the Cohasse Country 
Club in Southbridge, MA. She loved 
her New England and Nichols sports 
teams, especially Nichols hockey. 
Cherished by all who knew her, she 

will be remembered not only for her 
remarkable achievements but also 
for her unwavering dedication and 
love as a mother, leaving behind a 
legacy of  warmth and compassion. 
Her funeral was held Thursday, Feb. 
22, 2024 from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf  
& Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School 
Street, Webster, MA, with a Mass at 10 
a.m. in Saint Andrew Bobola Church, 
54 West Main Street, Dudley. Burial 
was in Saint Joseph Garden of  Peace, 
Webster. Donations in her name may 
be made to the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society, PO Box 22324, New York, NY 
10018-2470, phone 1-888-557-7177 (www.
lls.org/give).

Marcia A. Behrens, 67
Obituaries



STURBRIDGE — 
Positive regular season 
schedules closed for the 
Tantasqua and Shepherd 
Hill girls’ varsity basket-
ball teams on Thursday, 
Feb. 15, as the 13-4 
Warriors, the Southern 
Worcester County League 
A Division champions, 
hosted the 11-6 Rams, the 
Midland-Wachusett B 
Division winners.

Shepherd Hill Head 
Coach Maura Hackenson 
said before the game, 
“We have always had 
strong games with 
(Tantasqua) and assum-
ing this will be the same 
this year. Both teams have 
winning records and we 
are looking to move up the 
State Power Rankings.”

Hackenson recognized 
that their opponents have 
some tough, physical, 
experienced players, add-
ing, “We are playing well 
together as a team. We 
have an even balance of  
guard and forward play 
and they do as well. We 
will hope to continue our 
style of  play this game. 
Our team is focused late in 
the season and everyone is 
improving. I couldn’t ask 
for much more.”

Andrew Haley, head 
coach of  Tantasqua, was 
looking forward to the 
matchup with the Rams. 
He said before the game, 
“Shepherd Hill are a good, 
well coached team who 
play a tough schedule. This 
should be a fun game for 
both teams. I expect both 
teams to play their best.”

Halfway through the 
first quarter, this evenly 
paced game had Tantasqua 
ahead 9-7. Both teams trad-
ed baskets while feeling 

out what their opponents 
were going to bring to the 
court. Tantasqua showed 
their intentions first, dou-
bling their score, holding 
Shepherd Hill to just 2 
additional points through 
the quarter. Tantasqua led 
18-9 at the end of  the frame.

The Rams were not going 
quietly, they settled into 
the game, coming within 
one point, 20-19, after 4 

minutes of  second quar-
ter play. The Warriors held 
their lead with aggressive 
defense, gaining control 
of  some miss-timed Ram 
passes. The Hill kept with-
in striking distance, but 
the Warriors held the lead 
going into halftime, 29-25.

The Rams put pressure 
on the Warriors with 
their full-court press, but 
Tantasqua found outlet 

passes quickly and capital-
ized on many fast breaks. 
Coming out of  the third 
quarter, the Warriors 
extended their lead, 39-27.

Tantasqua pulled ahead 
and never looked back, 
out-scoring Shepherd Hill 
16-12 in the final 8 minutes 
of  play. Tantasqua took the 
regular season finale win, 
55-39.

Shepherd Hill went on 
to play in the Westborough 

Invitational Tournament, 
which Coach Hackenson 
and the Lady Rams were 
looking forward to taking 
part in.

“As for a tournament, 
this one has great com-
petition, it is well run 
and respected,” said 
Hackenson, adding, “It is 
our home away from home 
(as we have played there 
so much.) They have suc-
cessful teams from all divi-

sions in the state and we 
have to mentally prepare 
for competition we know 
and competition we don’t 
face normally. This tourna-
ment prepares each team 
for the postseason, and 
we will face Westborough 
again in the first game.”

Playing the Rangers 
for the third time this 
season, the fourth seed-
ed Rams defeated No. 5 
Westborough in the rub-
ber match, 57-55. Shepherd 
Hill was then slated to play 
No. 1 Medway in the semi-
finals, after press time. 
Once the Rams finish up 
play in the Westborough 
Tournament, the Division 
2 State Tournament is up 
next.

Tantasqua went on 
to play in the Clark 
Tournament Large 
Schools bracket before par-
ticipating in the Division 3 
State Tournament. Haley 
believes that the Clark 
Tournament is a good test 
for his team before going 
into States.

“Don’t worry about the 
seeding and just look for-
ward to the experience,” 
Haley told his players.

The top seeded Warriors 
defeated No. 8 Oakmont 
in the first round of  the 
Clark on Saturday, Feb. 
17, by a final of  33-17 at 
Grafton High. Tantasqua 
then played No. 4 Millbury 
in the semifinals at Clark 
University on Monday, Feb. 
19. The Warriors were able 
to defeat the Woolies for 
the third time this season, 
this time by a final of  30-26. 
Tantasqua will take on No. 
2 Northbridge in the Clark 
final on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 
7:45 p.m.
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WORCESTER — A 
packed Kneller Center was 
rocking on Sunday eve-
ning, Feb. 18, as a pair of  
Clark Tournament Large 
Schools semifinals took 
place. Local teams from 
Tantasqua and Shepherd 
Hill took part, as the 
Warriors and Rams won a 
day before at Shepherd Hill 
in the quarterfinal round. 
In those first round games 
Tantasqua, seeded sixth, 
upset No. 3 Westborough 
(80-47), while the top 
ranked Rams got past No. 
8 Groton-Dunstable (59-45).

At Clark, the Warriors 
played No. 7 Oakmont 
in the opener, while 
Shepherd Hill took on No. 
4 Millbury in the nightcap.

Tantasqua 52, Oakmont 
30 — The Warriors weren’t 
able to score at such a 
high rate like they did 
against Westborough, 
but the team’s pressur-
ing defense — which they 
say is their calling card 
— stood out again against 
the Spartans.

“Yesterday, we were 
playing on a little bit more 
of  a traditional high school 

basketball court, so our 
pressure was able to gen-
erate some offense for us. 
Today, our pressure didn’t 
generate offense, but it 
kept them on their heels,” 
explained Tantasqua 
head coach Scott Dion. 
“They play with a lot of  
guards and spread the 
floor, they’re really good 
at drive-and-kick, and 
I thought our pressure 
slowed them down, even 
on a larger floor. So, it was 
pretty impressive for our 
kids.”

The Warriors grabbed 
a 9-0 lead at the end of  
the first quarter, with 
Bryce Tessier being the 
biggest beneficiary of  the 
start. Tessier scored the 
game’s first seven points 
and pulled down three 
quick rebounds. Tessier 
ultimately finished with a 
game-high 15 points.

“I came in pretty fired 
up today. We wanted to get 
a big win today, and I kind 
of  felt like today was my 
day. I knew that they were 
a little undersized and it 
was kind of  my spot to 
get in there,” said Tessier 
before weighing in on the 
defense. “Our strong point 
is our defense and just 
being able to hold a team 

low, especially scoreless in 
the first quarter like that, 
raises energy to the offen-
sive side. It just revs the 
motor and gets us going 
on both ends of  the floor.”

Tantasqua took a 21-12 
lead into the halftime 
break and then won sec-
ond half  scoring by a 31-18 
count to win by 22 points. 
The Warriors’ rebound-
ing advantage was also 
monumental. The taller 
Tantasqua side won the 
battle of  the boards, 41-10.

“Bryce Tessier was awe-
some. Elijah Webb is a 
good shooter, but he’s also 
tall and they were trying 
to take away his outside 
shot and he got down there 
and really did well around 
the basket, as did Sam 
Pieczynski coming off  the 
bench, and Jack Rapose,” 
said Dion. “We made it a 
conscious effort to try to 
score around the basket, 
and it paid off.”

In addition to Tessier’s 
15 points, Pieczynski 
added 13 points, and Webb 

(10 rebounds) and Rapose 
both finished with 9 
points.

Millbury 51, Shepherd 
Hill 48 — Whenever 
the Rams and Woolies 
have met in the recent 
past — last year’s Clark 
Tournament title game 
and this winter’s regular 
season matchup — it has 
gone down to the wire. 
The same can be said this 
time around, except the 
end result was different. 
Shepherd Hill won each 
of  the first two games, 
but Millbury exacted its 
revenge.

“You know going into 
it that it’s going to come 
down to the last posses-
sion,” said Mike Rapoza, 
head coach of  the Rams.

Aside from a 4-3 lead, 
Shepherd Hill was playing 
catch up during the game. 
The Hill trailed after the 
first quarter, 11-4, at the 
half, 19-14, and through 
three periods, 32-25.

“I give our guys cred-

it because we could have 
folded. We didn’t. We 
played hard,” Rapoza said. 
“Starting slow in the first 
half  definitely cost us. 
Obviously you want a dif-
ferent result, we’d love to 
get a win, but I’m proud of  
our guys.”

The Rams’ fourth 
quarter rally was nearly 
enough to win, as they 
trimmed the deficit down 
to a single point (42-41) 
following one free throw 
from Alex Lanpher, an 
offensive rebound from 
Reid Szela and a 3-pointer 
from Lucas Miglionico.

“Our guys battle every 
single game. That’s all we 
ask,” said Rapoza.

Miglionico led Shepherd 
Hill with 24 points, includ-
ing 12 in the fourth quar-
ter.

“He gets up for these 
moments,” Rapoza said of  
Miglionico. “He makes big 
plays when the team needs 
him to.”

Zachary Wennerberg 
(10 points) and Lanpher 

(9 points) were the other 
high scorers following 
Miglionico’s output.

Now in the game’s final 
seconds, Millbury’s Kenny 
Donnelly hit one free 
throw and, following his 
missed second attempt, 
Miglionico grabbed the 
ball. After a few drib-
bles, he passed down the 
court to Luke Poirier. As 
Poirier was about to shoot 
a 3-pointer, the final buzz-
er sounded as the Woolies 
celebrated their victory.

“You’ve got to regroup. 
You’ve got to take lessons 
from tonight because hope-
fully we’re playing games 
like this the rest of  the 
way and we’ve got to find 
a way to come out on the 
other side,” Rapoza said 
of  the Rams’ next endeav-
or in the Division 2 State 
Tournament, as Millbury 
will tangle with Tantasqua 
for the Clark Tournament 
Large Schools champion-
ship back at the Kneller 
Center on Friday, Feb. 23 
at 7:45 p.m.

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Ashley Dickhaut completes the follow through as she takes 
a free throw for Shepherd Hill.

Shepherd Hill’s Heidi Jarosz goes up strong to collect the 
defensive rebound.

Tantasqua tops Rams before both sides head to 
impressive tournaments

Warriors take down Oakmont, 
while Rams fall short against Millbury

Nick Ethier photos

Shepherd Hill’s Zachary Wennerberg floats past Millbury 
defender Kenny Donnelly and toward the basket.

Reid Szela of Shepherd Hill looks to the interior to bounce a pass into Alex Lanpher.



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — Just 
eight seconds into 
their contest with 
Narragansett, Peter 
Barbale of  the Bay Path 
boys’ varsity basketball 
team drained a 3-point-
er. And, after Joseph 
Denis hit a triple for the 
Warriors, Zack Moody 
and Dale Nussey followed 
Barbale’s lead with back-
to-back 3-pointers in a 
Central Mass. Athletic 
Directors Association 
(CMADA) non-playoff  
game played Friday, Feb. 
16.

The Minutemen never 
lost their lead from 
there, and they com-
bined for 12 made 3-point-
ers as they surged past 
Narragansett, 66-38.

“That has been a focus 
of  ours because we have 
struggled to score this 
year,” Bay Path head 
coach Al Greenough said 
of  the successful shots 
from beyond the arc. 
“We spent a lot of  time 

at practice doing a lot of  
shooting drills and they 
seem to be responding to 
that.”

The Minutemen have 
now gone 8-2 following 
a 2-7 start to the season. 
As a result, Bay Path has 
automatically qualified 
for the upcoming Division 
2 State Tournament with 
its 10th victory.

“We knew that we 
were going to grow as 
the year went on, it’s 
kind of  what we’ve been 
building for. We just went 
from 2-7 and now we’re in 
the Tournament, which 
is great,” explained 
Greenough. “They 
earned it, so we’re excit-
ed about that.”

Greenough noted that 
losing Trent Szela before 
the season started was a 
huge blow to the team.

“We lost one of  our 
best players due to a sea-
son-long injury, Trent 
Szela, our senior cap-
tain,” said Greenough, 
as Szela was injured 
during the final soccer 

game in the fall. “He 
was our defensive stop-
per, probably one of  the 
best defenders in Central 
Mass., actually. When you 
lose a player like that, I 
think we kind of  lost a 
little bit of  our identity 
at the beginning of  the 
year because he was one 
of  our only seniors.”

Losing a great defen-
sive player, plus about 
10-14 points per game, 
put more emphasis on 
Barbale to score, and 
opposing teams did what 
they could to lock him 
down.

“I think the kids took 
a little time to adjust. 
I also think with Peter 
Barbale on the team, he’s 
one of  the better players 
in Central Mass., and 
teams all year long have 

been double-teaming 
him, triple-teaming him, 
box-and-ones, and it took 
our team a little bit of  
time to find their identi-
ty with that and to have 
other guys step up and 
have confidence to make 
their shots,” Greenough 
explained.

The Minutemen have 
certainly found their 
confidence, as all 11 play-
ers who played versus 
Narragansett scored at 
least one basket.

“I’m glad we’re play-
ing our best basketball 
right now, which is great. 
We’re a young team — 
we’re a junior laden 
team — so next year is 
what we’ve been building 
for. In the meantime, we 
want to win this year,” 
said Greenough. “In my 

30 years here, this is the 
most difficult schedule 
we’ve had top to bottom, 
and front heavy. I knew 
that if  we could weath-
er that storm, we could 
come on strong.”

Against the Warriors, 
Bay Path led after the first 
quarter, 19-12, at halftime, 
39-18, and through three 
quarters, 55-33, before 
winning by 28 points. 
Barbale hit five 3-point-
ers and finished with a 
game-high 23 points. And 
although no other mem-
ber of  the Minutemen 
reached double figures, 
Moody, Nussey, Luke 
Smolski and Colin Plante 
all hit treys. And, on the 
glass, Bay Path outre-
bounded Narragansett 
by a sizable margin of  
40-23, with 10 of  11 play-

ers pulling down at least 
one board.

“They know me as a 
coach and I’m a defen-
sive coach, and I want 
every loose ball and 
every rebound,” said 
Greenough. “If  they’re 
doing that and the lit-
tle things in the game, 
they’re going to give 
themselves a better 
chance to win.”

And the Minutemen 
— who concluded their 
regular season schedule 
with a 51-46 victory ver-
sus Quaboag in anoth-
er CMADA non-playoff  
matchup on Monday, 
Feb. 19 — have certainly 
done their fair share of  
winning recently as they 
now prepare to tangle 
in the Division 2 State 
Tournament.
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Mohegan Bowl 
winter leagues, 

week ending  
FeB. 18

Monday Men’s Business
Single – Sandor Bosci 141, Jason Mahan 136, PJ 

Janton 134
Series – PJ Janton 345, Jason Mahan 335, Sandor 

Bosci 330
Series over average – Craig Gonzales +39

Women’s Ten Pin City
Single – Division 1 – Joanne LaBonte 224, Claudia 

Allen 169
              Division 2 – Jessica Jacques 158
Series – Division 1 – Natalie Wood 568, Nicole 

Shepard 456
              Division 2 – Charlene Hebert 403, Diane Julian 

336

Wednesday Women’s Industrial
Single – Lynne Smith & Monique Pierangeli 113, 

Marie McNally 105, Roberta Zacek 100
Series – Monique Pierangeli 301, Marie McNally 300, 

Lynne Smith 292
Series over average – Deb Bauce +35

Summit Tenpin
Single – Division 1 – Nat Wood 225
              Division 2 – Lee Standrowicz 212
Series – Division 1 – Derek Reynolds 608
              Division 2 – Max Gullekson 515

Thursday Morning Coffee
Single – Pat Blake & Pat Fafard 105, Flo Jedrzynski & 

Lorraine Biadasz 101, Kirsten Nicholas 100
Series – Lorraine Biadasz & Pat Kaczor 269, Flo 

Jedrzynski 268, Donna Lewandowski 260
Series over average – Pat Kaczor +47

Thursday Men’s Industrial
Single – Rick Gauvin 134, Bill Whitney Jr. 130, Tom 

Smith 129
Series – Rick Gauvin 348, Tom Smith 345, Angel 

Claudio 332
Series over average – Rick Gauvin +45

Thursday Mixed Tenpin
Single – Derek Marcelonis 216, Chris Wong Kam & 

John Caskey 187
Series – Derek Marcelonis 538, Chris Wong Kam 507, 

Frank Bosma 488

Minutemen rain down 3-pointers to defeat 
Narragansett, qualify for State Tournament

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Corey Scovil elevates to win the game-opening jump ball versus Narragansett.
Peter Barbale of Bay Path, left, tries to block a shot from the interior taken by Narragansett’s 
Maxim Kauffman.

Bay Path defenders Dale Nussey (1) and Matteo Mastrototaro (5) tightly defend Narragansett’s Maxim Kauffman (2) and 
Brayden Richards, respectively.

Webster Little League Baseball Registration now open
Webster Little League 2024 Spring Baseball Registration is now open online at WebsterLittleLeague.com for 

boys and girls ages 5-16 (age on Aug. 31). Multiplayer discounts offered as well. Final day to register is Feb. 24.
Find us on Facebook at Webster Little League and online at www.WebsterLittleLeague.com. Don’t forget to 

sign up for coaching and volunteer opportunities when registering — Especially Tee-Ball and Coach-Pitch par-
ents!

Webster Little League Baseball is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Any questions, please 
email websterlittleleague@gmail.com.

agreed with the superin-
tendent’s decision on sub-
stitutes as being “not in 
the cards right now.”

“I don’t think we’ve 
put in anything we could 
say ‘we don’t really need 
that,’” Pierangeli said. 
“... We’re really seeing 
a difference [from those 
ESSER jobs] and you 
don’t want to lose that 
momentum.”

Regarding the capital 
work, Kontoes said they 
eliminated everything for 

Bartlett, hoping to include 
it in the ongoing project. 
But that still left several 
items they want to parcel 
out over the next three 
years, most of  them in 
2025. The middle school, 
as the oldest facility, gets 
the most – upgrades to 
HVAC controls and glycol 
replacement, continued 
LED light conversion, 
paving behind the school, 
window replacement, a 
gym sound system, and 
creating some “breakout 
space” for 1:1 student pri-
vacy. Park Avenue’s get-
ting internal and exter-

nal security cameras and 
additional gym bleach-
ers.

The board opted to wait 
for a final vote until Feb. 
27, a day before the char-
ter requires them to sub-
mit it to the selectmen for 
review.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

PLAN
continued from page     A1
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

NORTHBRIDGE — 
It was Senior Night at 
Veterans Memorial Field 
House on Thursday, Feb. 
15, as the Northbridge 
girls’ varsity basketball 
team hosted Bay Path. 
The Rams’ five seniors — 
Delaney Mahoney, Macie 
Allen, Natalie Zborowski, 
Rachel Sawyer and Erika 
Dresp (10 points) — all 
started, all contribut-
ed, and junior Molly 
Gahan chipped in with 
a double-double (14 
points, 14 rebounds), as 
Northbridge topped the 
Minutemen, 36-25.

“On Senior Night, it 
was a true team effort,” 
said Jeff  Kozik, head 
coach of  the Rams.

Northbridge improved 
to 13-5 on the season, 
while Bay Path slipped 
to 14-4.

“Bay Path is a very 
tough team. They keep 
coming at you. I thought 
a couple times we were 
going to put some dis-
tance between us, and 
they just crawled back. 
There’s absolutely no 
quit in that team,” Kozik 
said of  the Minutemen. 
“That’s only their fourth 
loss of  the season, so 
that’s a very good team 
that doesn’t get the 
respect it deserves in the 
State ranking.

“For our girls, being 
able to mentally stick 
with it — it’s tough when 
you’re trying to put a 
team away and they keep 
coming back — so to be 
able to make timely bas-
kets and big defensive 

stops was huge,” Kozik 
continued.

Bay Path head coach 
Randy Schulman men-
tioned that it wasn’t the 
type of  game his team 
has been accustomed to 
playing as of  late.

“I just think we didn’t 
come out and play our 
game. We didn’t play as 
aggressive as we had all 
season. We had more 
turnovers than we usu-
ally do, and our defense 
usually leads to offense,” 
said Schulman. “We’ve 
been shooting well the 
last three or four games, 
but not tonight. I think we 
only made one 3 tonight.”

The Minutemen — who 
were paced by Annika 
Ferrantino’s 9-point, 
9-rebound effort — had 
little time to worry about 
the loss to the Rams, as 
Bay Path and Northbridge 
met again on Saturday, 
Feb. 17 in the first round 
of  the Clark Tournament 
Large Schools bracket at 
Grafton High before the 
tourney moved to Clark 
University for the semifi-
nal and final rounds.

“It will be a tough game 
on a neutral floor,” Kozik 
said of  the upcoming 
rematch. “We’ll watch 
the tape, I’ll cut it up and 
we’ll watch it as a team, 
and I don’t think either 
team will drastically 
change much, you just 
try to fine-tune, see where 
your mistakes were.”

“There’s a fine line of  
what you want to show 
and what you don’t want 
to show,” Schulman 
added of  the two games 
in three days situation. 

“I know we lost, but I’m 
encouraged with what 
we saw here tonight. It 
was a seven- to eight-
point game for most of  
the game. We closed it to 
25-20 and then we had one 
defensive lapse.”

With the score at the 
aforementioned 25-20 
just seconds before the 
third quarter conclud-
ed, Gahan gathered two 
offensive rebounds and 
made a post move for 
a bucket at the buzzer. 
Then, in the final period, 
Gahan again had a situ-
ation play out where she 
had two offensive boards 
and then made a basket. 
That time it made the 
score 32-25 in the Rams’ 
favor.

“We know that they’re a 
good team and they work 
around Molly,” Schulman 
said of  Gahan. “She got a 
lot of  put-backs and when 
she got the ball in the 
paint, she made us pay 
for it.”

Both coaches had pos-
itive thoughts about 
the Clark Tournament, 
which Northbridge took 
part in last season.

“That’s the goal, play 
at the Kneller Center,” 
Kozik said of  trying 
to defeat Bay Path and 
then make it to the Clark 
floor for the later rounds. 
“(Our girls) got to play 
two games there (last 
year), so I think it could 
be in our advantage.”

The Clark is a new 
experience for the 
Minutemen, as it is the 
girls’ debut in the tour-
nament, while the boys 
haven’t taken part in over 

30 years.
“Bay Path hasn’t been 

in the Clark since 1992, 
so we’re excited,” said 
Schulman. “The goal 
is hopefully to win one 
game so we can actually 
play at Clark.”

In their second match-
up, No. 2 Northbridge 
again defeated seventh 
seeded Bay Path, this 
time by a final score of  
44-39. The Rams then 
took on No. 3 Hudson at 
the Kneller Center on 
Monday, Feb. 19. There, 
Northbridge topped the 
Hawks, 36-28. The Rams 
will now play No. 1 
Tantasqua for the Clark 
title on Saturday, Feb. 24 
at 7:45 p.m.

The Minutemen then 
played Lunenburg in 
a consolation game on 

Monday, Feb. 19. They lost 
that contest, 49-45. Before 
the Division 2 State 
Tournament, Bay Path 

will host Lynn Voke in the 
State Vocational Large 
Schools Tournament on 
Friday, Feb. 23 at 5:30 p.m.

‘True team effort’ helps Rams 
get by ‘tough’ Bay Path

Northbridge agaiN tops MiNuteMeN iN Clark tourNaMeNt reMatCh

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Hannah Cavan hoists a long pass down the court.

Annika Ferrantino of Bay Path focuses on the rim ahead before 
shooting a free throw.

catches a pass and looks to shoot a midrange jumper.

HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

bus operations. Any combination of  these cuts would 
be made to create up to $563,000 in savings. Option 
3 contains the most extreme cuts, eliminating four 
teaching positions, three paraprofessionals, and cuts 
to technology and late bus operations that would bring 
the budget to a low of  $1.9 million. All options include 
bringing back the Assistant Superintendent position 
and take into consideration contractual obligations 
including a higher-than-expected increase in health 
insurance. Lamarche did not specify what the cost 
sharing split would be between Dudley and Charlton 
due to some unknown figures, but said those specifics 
should be available in March.

“If  you look at some of  our planned reductions, if  
our starting mark was $2 million it would be even 
better with some of  the reductions that we offered as 
other options in there. It’s not Fiscal Year 2024 over 
again, thank goodness,” Lamarche said. 

Several school committee members cautioned 
against making further program and staff  cuts espe-
cially considering how those compromises could 
impact enrollment and the student experience. The 
School Committee made no official motions during 
the meeting as it was simply an informational session 
with the district towns. 

A budget workshop has been scheduled for Feb. 28 
with a budget hearing on March 13 where the com-
mittee is likely to present its recommended budget 
option including cost sharing figures for the two 
towns. Another workshop has been tentatively sched-
uled for later in March as needed. Both Dudley and 
Charlton voters will address the education and munic-
ipal spending plans at their respective annual spring 
town meetings which are both scheduled for May 20.

BUDGET
continued from page     A1

news@
stonebridge
press.news
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

$54999 $54999

STILL GOING ON!

Bill’s Daily Deals!

$289.99

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Need some YOU time? 
Let Us prepare dinner for you!

Take if off your plate, and put it on ours

red hot prices... limited time only!

H BEDROOMS
H LIVING ROOMS
H RECLINERS
H OCCASIONAL PIECES
H ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
H SEALY MATTRESSES

STOREWIDE SAVINGS!

SPECIAL SAVINGS ON

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
214 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 • 508-234-8777

FREE LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-8:30; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
 QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

WORCESTER — On 
Saturday, Feb. 17, the 
Worcester Masonic 
Center parking lot locat-
ed at 1 Ionic Ave. in 
Worcester was packed. 
Master Masons from 
throughout the state who 
wanted to continue their 
Freemasonry knowledge 
and growth within this 
organization, participat-
ed in the Royal Arch of  
Masons one day class. 

Three local men past 
through the Royal Arch 
of  Masons degrees, 

Brother Eric Willard of  
Dudley, Bro. Clay Tull 
of  Southbridge, and 
Bro. Joshua Kirkwood 
of  Charlton.  The men 
wanted to continue their 
education and knowledge 
of  Freemasonry and took 
the next steps to fulfill 
their thirst for the knowl-
edge and experience of  
the Southbridge Doric 
Chapter of  Royal Arch of  
Masons. The Southbridge 
Doric Chapter of  Royal 
Arch of  Masons was 
formed in 1867 and has a 
rich history in the com-
munity. 

It was originally 

started at the Webster 
Masonic Lodge and was 
called the First Webster 
Chapter of  Royal Arch 
of  Masons. In 1871, the 
Webster Chapter voted to 
move the meeting place 
from Webster to the 
Southbridge Quinebuag 
Masonic Lodge and Doric 
Chapter of  Royal Arch 
of  Masons continues to 
thrive to this day. 

 If  you would like 
more information about 
Freemasonry and to find 
a lodge nearest you, visit 
our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org.

Southbridge Doric Chapter of Royal Arch 
of Masons still thriving

Courtesy

Left to right: Brother Eric Willard, Bro. Clay Tull and Bro. Joshua Kirkwood standing tall and 
proud after completing the one-day class at the Masonic Center in Worcester, with their Royal 
Arch of Masons aprons on.

Emerson College student Samantha 
Zannotti earns Dean’s List honors

BOSTON — Emerson College student Samantha Zannotti from Dudley is 
named to the College’s Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 semester. The requirement 
to make Dean’s List is a grade point average of  3.7 or higher for that semester.

Zannotti is majoring in Sports Communication and is a member of  the Class 
of  2025.

Local students named 
to Curry College 

Dean’s List
MILTON — Curry College congrat-

ulates roughly 800 students who were 
named to the Fall 2023 Dean’s List.

Trevor Swanbeck of  Dudley
Jakia Wilson of  Webster
Michaela Sampson of  Auburn
About Curry College
Curry College, founded in Boston in 

1879, is a private, co-educational, liberal 
arts-based institution located on 131 acres 
in Milton, Massachusetts. The College 
extends its educational programs to a 
continuing education branch campus in 
Plymouth. The College offers 90+ Majors, 
Minors, and Concentrations in special-
ized and liberal arts programs, as well as 
graduate degrees in accounting, business, 
education, criminal justice, and nursing 
to a combined enrollment of  nearly 2,050 
students. The student body consists of  
1,830 traditional students and nearly 220 
continuing education and graduate stu-
dents. The College offers a wide array 
of  co-curricular activities ranging from 
17 NCAA Division III athletic teams to 
an outstanding theatre and visual arts 
program. Visit us on the web at www.
curry.edu
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