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Haughey to depart

Friday, September 4, 2026

Spencer-East Brookfield School District

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDANT

SPENCER/EAST
BROOKFIELD — The Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional School
District will be seeking a new
Superintendent after Dr. Paul
Haughey announced his resigna-
tion earlier this summer.

Haughey’s resignation was
confirmed during the Spencer-
East  Brookfield School
Committee’s Aug. 24 meeting,
effective Aug. 30. On June 30,
Haughey had confirmed he
would not pursue a successor
contract once his term ended in
2027. Haughey has since been
named the new Superintendent
of Killingly Public Schools in
Connecticut.

During the School Committee
meeting, Haughey acknowledged
all of the changes and challenges
that have defined the last eight
years in the district including
a school renovation and the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Over the years it has been
a lot. We’ve done a lot - eight
years goes quick. It’s quite a
window of time, and I just want
to say thank you not only to

Dr. Paul Haughey

the School Committee but to the
community of Spencer as well as
East Brookfield for supporting
the education of the children and
the work that we’ve done over
all this time,” Haughey told the
school commiittee.

Members of the committee
credited Haughey for helping the
district through a multitude of
projects and challenges during his
time with the district. Committee
Chair Jeffrey Sauvageau spoke
positively of Haughey’s leader-

ship and dedication to the stu-
dents and staff.

“Everything that you have
done for this district for eight
years is phenomenal, from a
new school and you brought us
through COVID and so many
challenges. I don’t think we
could have fared as well as we
did if we didn’t have someone
with your communication skills,
your knowledge, your expertise,
in your seat,” said Sauvageau.

Committee Co-Chair Heather
Messier added to the compli-
ments in her farewell to Haughey.

“You’ve been a great leader
and a great communicator,” she
told Haughey. “You're always
advocating for students in the
district, and I appreciate all of
your heard work over these eight
years.”

Gary Suter, the district’s School
Business Administrator, was
appointed as interim superinten-
dent. Sauvageau acknowledged
they have a long road ahead in
deciding on new leadership, and
they would be consulting with
legal counsel to perform a thor-
ough search for their new full-
time superintendent.

CTE

programs
open new
paths for
Leicester
students

LEICESTER — Many cities and
towns are struggling with school
overcrowding and/or conversely
families choosing to opt out of the
system. The educational costs for
Leicester students who choose to go
to another school district are charged
directly to, and paid for, by the Town
of Leicester.

The recently added CTE (Career
and Technical Education) programs
are, however, already bringing sub-
stantial new revenue to the system.

According to Leicester School
Superintendent Dr. Brett Kustigian,
the demand is growing.

“Last year, in fact, after having
the school budget reduced by over
$500,000, we were able to keep all
curriculum by using the funds col-
lected from other towns,” he said.

Turn To PROGRAMS page Al4

Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association
announces 14th Annual Paddle Poker Run

BROOKFIELD — The

Quaboag Quacumquasit
Lake Association (QQLA)
will hold its 14th Annual
Paddle Poker Run on

Saturday, Sept. 12, at the
Lake Quaboag (North Pond)
boat ramp on Quaboag
Street in  Brookfield.
Registration begins at 9:30

Brookfield
seeks to map out
basins, focus on

maintenance

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield Select Board is
exploring bringing in a third-party contractor to assess and
clean the catch basins around town.

Select Board member Beth Coughlin proposed that the
town hire a company to examine, clean, and map out their
catch basins which are important tools to help prevent
flooding resulting from weather events. Improperly main-
tained basins can create significant issues during heavy
rain and serve as a way to redirect water to avoid serious
impacts to roadways and residential areas.

Coughlin said the town needs to make up for lost time

with maintenance.

am., with paddling from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The regis-
tration fee is $20 per hand.
Participants may play more
than one hand, and more
than one person may play
from the same watercraft,
with each participant reg-
istering and playing a sepa-
rate hand. The event will be
held rain or shine.

“Most folks know about
poker runs. Usually done on
motorcycles, they involve
cruising to various points
on a map and picking up a
poker card at stations along
the route. The best hands
win prizes,” said event
chair Randy Weiss. “We do
the same thing, only we do
it in kayaks, canoes, row-
boats, paddleboards - any
watercraft powered by one
or more persons with a pad-
dle.”

After registering and

signing a release form,
paddlers will receive event
information,  including
the rules, player sheet and
course map. Participants
paddle the three-and-a-half-
mile course and visit four
designated stops, which
may be completed in any
order. At each stop, they
receive a playing card.

Upon returning to the
North Pond boat ramp,
paddlers receive a fifth
card to complete their
poker hand. Players who
want to improve their hand
may purchase up to two
replacement cards for $5
each. Winning hands will
be announced after the last
registered player returns to
the North Pond boat ramp
and all hands have been
ranked.

A $250 cash grand prize
will be awarded for the best

poker hand, with more than
$600 in additional prizes
donated by area businesses.

“With these odds, we
expect nearly one in three
participants to win a prize,”’
says Weiss. “In addition,
every paddler will receive
a buy-one-get-one-free ice
cream coupon from The
Clam Box Restaurant in
East Brookfield.”

A special prize of
four Worcester Red Sox
(WooSox) tickets for a
game of the winner’s choice
will also be awarded to the
participant with the worst
poker hand.

Prizes have been donat-
ed by area merchants
including 308 Lakeside
Restaurant, A-1 Parts,
Inc., Bogey Lanes, Central
Package Store, The Clam
Box, Howe Lumber, Ken’s
Pit Stop at Country Corner,

Klem’s, Oakholm Brewing
Company, Parsons Auto,
Teddy G’s Pub & Grille,
TipTop Country Store, Tree
House Brewing Company,
Uncle Sam’s Pizza and
the Worcester Red Sox
(Woo0Sox).

Proceeds from the 2026
Paddle Poker Run benefit
the Quaboag Quacumquasit
Lake Association’s mission
to preserve and protect the
quality of Quaboag and
Quacumquasit lakes - better
known as North and South
ponds - and the surround-
ing watershed through the
promotion of responsible
and effective environmen-
tal policies.

For additional infor-
mation, visit qqla.org,
email QQLakeAssociation
@gmail.com, or email
event chair Randy Weiss
at RanWiz@aol.com.

“We don’t have a true map of the town where all our ¥
catch basins are, and that can be very problematic if we
happen to get heavy spring weather,” Coughlin pointed out.

“Obviously, we’re very far behind. I don’t think they’ve |

been done for two or three years at this point.”

Select Board Vice Chair Richard Chaffee said he believed
that several basins had been completed last year and sug-
gested that the town consider turning to neighboring East

Brookfield to help as well, especially with the GPS map- [

ping.

“East Brookfield purchased all of the equipment to map
them and has expressed interest in helping us out so that
would be a huge savings,” he said.

He also pointed out that the town uses less sand on the
roads in the winter, creating less problems with basin block-
ages due to winter road treatment.

The Select Board settled on the possibility of getting the
basins assessed by the end of the year, identifying ones
that really need to be addressed and focusing on them, and

possibly working with East Brookfield to take advantage of

their existing technology for the mapping.
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SPENCER — The
Richard Sugden Library
invites widows to an infor-
mal conversational group.

“Every ending has a
beginning.” “He’s in a better
place.” We’ve heard it all.
But, we have experienced a
loss that was unique, equal
to no other. We’ve also
experienced love like no
other. The Widows Group
(WG) intends to build a
community of love, sup-
port, patience, and under-
standing.

Please join us

Wednesdays (the first and

| GREENDALE

PHYSICAL THERAPY

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Richard Sugden Library

offers support group for widows

third of each month) begin-
ning Sept. 2 from 1 - 2
p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-
a-time. September get-to-
gethers will be Sept. 2 and
16 at the Richard Sugden
Library, Spencer.

A Haunted Story Swap
will be held at the Richard
Sugden Library on Sept. 10
from 6 — 7:30 p.m. Share
your eerie experience.
We’re gathering a record
of otherworldly experienc-
es that have occurred in
Spencer and want to hear
from you! Our main goal
is to collect cemetery-based

If you're interested
in becoming a

Auburn office scan to

receive more info. E J

EiE
patient of our new ‘;E.*L

accounts, but other stories
will also be noted after-
wards. Please join us for this
exchange of tales of trep-
idation and haunted hap-
penings! Sponsor: Spencer
Historical Commission and
hosted by Prof. Garret D.
Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with
Wendy O’Leary at the
Richard Sugden Library,
Spencer. Adult Happiness
Club kicks off Sept. 17
from
1 -2
p.m.

Monthly schedule: Oct. 29,
Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21,
Feb. 18, March 18, April
15, May 13,and June 17.
The in-person group will
have an optional activi-
ty following the session
from 2-2:30 p.m. Sign
up with Wendy O’Leary
at woleary25@gmail.
com. Sponsor: Friends of
the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in
the 21st Century will be

held at the Richard Sugden
Library on Thursday, Sept.
17 from 6 — 7 p.m. Music
is an essential part of con-
nection. Derek Piotr, folk-
lorist, performer, and com-
poser shares his Fieldwork
Archive, featuring more
than 2,000 recordings
of “non-singers” poems,
hymns & songs. Sponsor:
Friends of the Library.
Sound Healing experi-
ence at the Richard Sugden

Library, Spencer. Immerse
yourself in therapeutic
sounds that calm the mind,
heal the body, and uplift the
spirit.  Adults are invited
to join us as Allison, from
Friendly Ass Farm, leads
this time of relaxation. Join
us on Sept. 23 from 6-7 p.m.
Tune into wellness. Vibrate
with Harmony. Sponsor:
Friends of the Library.

Spencer American Legion Charity Golf

Tournament set for Sept. 26

veterans in need.

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

SPENCER — The Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American
Legion Spencer invites golfers, sponsors, and commu-
nity members to participate in its Annual Charity Golf
Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 26, at Heritage Country
Club. This annual event combines a day of golf, fel-
lowship, and giving back, with all proceeds supporting

The mission of the Gaudette Kirk Post 138 Charity
Golf Tournament is to help veterans by preventing hun-
ger, homelessness, and the lack of life’s basic neces-
sities. Funds raised through the tournament provide
direct assistance to local veterans and their families,
ensuring those who have served our country receive
support during difficult times.

Golfers of all skill levels are welcome to participate
in the 18-hole scramble. The tournament fee is $115

WEEKLY POLICE

per golfer, which includes 18 holes of golf with a cart,
a light lunch at Heritage Country Club, and dinner at
the Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American Legion following
the tournament. The day will also feature on-course
contests, raffles, prizes, and awards.

Businesses and organizations are encouraged to

become sponsors, while individuals and foursomes are

com.

invited to register early and help make a difference in
the lives of local veterans.

For registration, sponsorship opportunities, or addi-
tional information, please contact Carol by phone at
774-454-0366 or e-mail postl38spencerma@gmail.

About Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American Legion

Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American Legion is commit-
ted to serving veterans, supporting military families,

promoting patriotism, and strengthening the

BLOTTER

Spencer

week of Aug. 19-25.

Leicester

56

1. Longtime Fogue editor Wintour
5. A Spanish title of respect
10. A way of looking
12. Properly
14. Rolled steel
16. Not down
18. Law degree
19. Consume food
20. Intermediate ecological stage
22. Old world, new
23. Dispense justice
25. Stiff hair-like structure
26. Ethiopia
27. Cool!
28. Father

31. Holm oak

33. Be united

35. Rattling breaths
37. Supermarket chain

CLUES DOWN

1. Boxing's GOAT

2. Zero

3. Midway between north and
northeast

4. Concurred

5. Added flavor

6. Amount of time

7. Eggs of parasitic insects

8. S-shaped moldings

9. Atomic #45

10. _ d’art: small artistic item

11. A godparent's “kids”

13. Nocturnal burrowing lizard

15. Hit lightly

17. Aircrafis

18. Witness

21. Alluding to something

23. Take to the limit

24, Baglike structure in a plant or
animal

5 54 55
57 58 59 60 61 62
53 |64
66
CLUES ACROSS

30. An enthusiastic devotee of sports

38. Provided with a quality
40. Samoan monetary unit
41. Swiss river

42, Hill (Celtic)

44. Have already done

45. ATM company

48. Syngman __, Korean president

50. Very willing

52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
53. Food listings

55. Bachelor’s place to crash
56. Big Blue

57. Sports magazine

58. Relating to a place north of south

of the equator
. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A type of laugh
66. Slovenly women
67. Large jug

=2
(]

Vehicle.

Asportation.

The Spencer Police Department reported no arrests during the

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests
during the week of Aug. 20-26.

Kaitlyn Vancott, age 33, of Worcester was arrested on Aug. 20
for Failure to Appear Upon Recognizance. Tyler R. Auger, age 33,
of Rutland was arrested during the same incident for Nighttime
Felony Breaking & Entering into a Vehicle or Boat, Larceny, and
Conspiracy. A third individual whose identity has been withheld
from publication received a summons in lieu of arrest for Felony
Nighttime Breaking & Entering into a Vehicle or Boat, Larceny,
Conspiracy, and Intentionally Misleading a Police Officer.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 21 for Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle and operating an Unregistered Motor

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 22 for Operating a
Motor Vehicle after suspension of registration and operating an
Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

Mainza Tonga, age 31, of Spencer was arrested on Aug. 23 in
connection with a warrant issued by East Brookfield District Court.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 23 for Shoplifting By

Jose Delgado, age 52, of Worcester was arrested on Aug. 25 for
Larceny and in connection with a Default Warrant Docket.

Seth M. Cardinale, age 34, of Leicester was arrested on Aug. 25
for Intimidation of a Witness, Juror, Police officer, or Court Official
and Threatening to Commit a Crime.

Geneva Yvette Hobbs, age 40, of Revere was arrested on Aug. 26
as an administrative booking for the Tewksbury Police Department.

local community. Through its annual charity
golf tournament and other fundraising efforts,
the Post provides direct assistance to veterans

by helping prevent hunger, homelessness,
and the lack of basic necessities, honoring
the service and sacrifice of those who have
served our nation.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5839
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD

$55,000, 54-56 Quaboag St, Degray,
Abigail E, and Degray, Kyle R, to G
Kady Builders Inc.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$211,000, 117 Lashaway Dr, Hayes,
Michael R, and Kelly, Terri Shea, to

HARVEY

*REMODELING
EXPERT . Premier Rc Properties LLC.
*PROFESSIONAL
oy ——— | | LEICESTER

$350,000, 9 Warren Ave, Huard,

27. Start over

29. Administered

32. Romanian monetary unit
34. Unit of liquid capacity
35. Equips with weapons again
36. Disney town

39. Female deer

40. Title of respect

43. A place to go rafting

44, A way to conclude

46. Type of television

47. Georgia rockers

49. Leonhard __, Swiss mathematician

51. Slang for gun

54. River in Bosnia and Herzegovina

59. Bar bill

60. Small, gray-headed crow
61. Frozen water

62. Norwegian krone

64. Commercial

<
=T

S
a
1l

B+UI+L+D+E*R

‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .@

774-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985

WINDOWS

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS 4 ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING 4 DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LICENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE
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William A, and Buduski, Jamie Ann-R,
to Rothera 3rd, James.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$430,000, 98 Walnut St, Paradis,
Christopher R, to Hernandez, Natalie,
and Perez, Juan P Hernandez.

$410,000, 10 Mill Rd, Vuong,
Haley H, to Dasilva, Nilo, and Lanord,
Richard.

$400,000, 101 School St, Equity
Trust Co, and Jubinville-Ira, Michael,
to Tweneboah, Joleyn.

$370,000, 75 Elm St, Farrell, Marc,
and Farrell, Jennifer, to Gebhardt,
Christopher.

SPENCER

$806,000, 4 Eagleton St, Desouza
Development Inc, to Miller, Monica.

$550,000, 1 Sherry Ln, Howard,
Robert W, and Howard, Emily S,
to Mensah, Michael, and Mensah,
Jennifer.

$544 900, 2 Sherwood Dr, Thurston,
Casey E, to Varella, Ricardo Justin.

$120,000, 6 Woodland Ln, Friedberg,
David F, and Costagliola, Thomas J, to
Alas Renovation LLC.

$10,000, 65 Donnelly Rd, Bovenzi,
Kevin P, to Simonis, Jeffrey M.

WARREN
$273,000, 124 Burbank Ave,

Johnson, Tracy M, to Corriveau Jr,
Bernard R.

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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Leicester High School welcomes

DGO

A

LEICESTER — Leicester High School
has kicked off the new school year by giv-
ing ninth-grade students an exciting oppor-
tunity to explore a wide range of career and
technical education (CTE) and Innovation
Pathway programs through the school’s
annual exploratory rotation.

The exploratory program gives freshmen
hands-on introductions to different fields,
allowing them to discover new interests,
learn about career possibilities and gain a
better understanding of the pathways avail-
able to them before deciding on a program
for further study.

This year’s CTE exploratory offerings
include Culinary, taught by Andrew Aucoin

S—— ——

and Steve Dahlgren; Early Education and
Care, taught by Nina Ryan and Amanda
Hart; Health Assisting, taught by Melissa
Ledbetter and Meghan Grant; Building
and Property Maintenance, taught by
Joe Richardson and Jim Stephens; and
Electrical, taught by James Burgess and
Jeff Romano.

A new program has been added to the
rotation this year: Hospitality, taught by
Natalie Rodriguez. The addition expands
opportunities for students interested in
careers in hospitality, tourism, food service
and other service-related industries.

Also participating in the explorato-
ry experience are two Innovation Career

Plan ahead for 26th Annual
Leicester Harvest Fair

LEICESTER — The
Leicester Harvest Fair com-
mittee welcomes exhibits
from residents of Leicester
and surrounding towns to
enrich the Harvest Fair and
display local handiwork.
Entries will be exhibited
and judged in two depart-
ments: Adults older than 18,
and Youth — boys and girls
under 18 as of Jan. 1, 2026.

Plan now to enter
vegetables and flowers from
your gardens and eggs laid
by your backyard hens.
Food artisans are invited
to bring your home-baked
pies, breads, muffins and
cookies, as well as canned
pickles, jams and jel-
lies. Adults 21 and older
can enter home-brewed
beer, wine, cider/perry or
mead. Artists and crafters
are encouraged to display
their photography and their
fiber arts including quilting,
sewing, knitting and
crocheting, spinning
and weaving, rug
hooking, embroidery
and tatting work.

More informa-
tion with class lists,
exhibit entry rules
and helpful hints
for a skilled display
can be found on the
Leicester Harvest
Fair Facebook page

and in Premium booklets
available at the Leicester
Town Hall, Senior Center,
Public Library and at local
businesses. Exhibitors
should plan to bring their
entries to the Town Hall on
Friday, Sept. 18, from 4 to 7
p-m. Ribbons will be award-
ed the best three entries in
each class.

The Massachusetts
Master Gardeners will offer
garden advice and free soil
tests. Plan to gather a soil
sample from your garden in
advance and bring it to the
Fair for pH analysis and rec-
ommendations. Instructions
for collecting a soil sample
can be found on the Harvest
Fair Facebook page, or by
clicking “gather your soil
sample” at https//massmas-
tergardeners.org/education-
al resources/soil-testing.

Fair activities on and

around the Town Common
will entertain Fair-goers
of all ages, rain or shine.
Skilled artisans will demon-
strate historic crafts, and
local crafters will sell their
wares. Food booths will
offer a tasty selection of
lunch choices, beverages
and sweets. The Leicester
High School CTE students
will host booths, the Tri-M
school band will perform,
and there will be games
and activities for children.
Traditional folk music per-
formances at the band stand
will feature Yankee Notions,
The Doolin Lads, and Slo-
Grass. There will be a guid-
ed tour of historic buildings,
and the Swan Tavern will be
open to visitors.

Mark your calendar
now and plan to join the
festivities on the Leicester
Common, in the Town Hall
and nearby buildings!

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!
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10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured

==

freshmen to career exploration

Pathway programs: Business and Finance,
taught by Drew Lauer, and Engineering &
Advanced Manufacturing, taught by Tracy
Arsenault and Ray Boucher.

This year’s program began with a new
twist. Rather than immediately sending
students into their individual rotations,
Leicester High School held opening cere-
monies in the auditorium, followed by a fun
Bingo competition in the gym.

Students visited eight CTE stations,
where they completed challenges asso-
ciated with different programs. Once a
challenge was completed, the appropriate
instructor initialed or stamped the corre-
sponding square on the student’s Bingo
card.

Students could choose which station to
visit next and the goal was to complete
their Bingo card while obtaining valu-
able information. Students who had their
completed cards verified at the central
check in were named winners and received
Leicester High School T shirts.

According to CTE Director William
May, the goal was to create an experience
where students could meet instructors and
classmates while getting an overview of the
opportunities available at Leicester High
School.

“We wanted to provide an opportunity
for students and staff to meet in a fun,
social environment to get an idea of what
is offered, career paths, curriculum and
see everyone all at once before the official
exploratory rotation begins,” May said.

The activity provided an opportunity for
students and staff to meet in a relaxed and
social setting while introducing freshmen
to the programs they will be exploring
throughout the year.

The exploratory rotation will run from
late August through January. During that
time, freshmen will be introduced to the
skills, coursework and career possibilities
connected to each program.

By experiencing multiple areas, students
can begin identifying their interests and
considering which educational pathway
best matches their goals and strengths.

At the conclusion of the exploratory
period, students will have the opportunity
to choose a CTE program, an Innovation
Pathway or an

academic route to
pursue during their
high school careers.

With established programs joined by
new opportunities in Hospitality, Leicester
High School is giving its freshmen more
ways than ever to explore potential careers.

The program emphasizes learning by
doing and encourages students to think
about their futures well before graduation.
For Leicester’s newest high school stu-
dents, the exploratory experience offers
an early chance to discover what interests
them, learn new skills and begin building a
vision for life after high school.

LABRADOR
RETRIEVER
PUPPIES FOR SALE

Family Raised
First shots
black, yellow and chocolate
Ready to go to their forever
homes Sept 16th « $1200
Call Jeff at 508-341-4845
leave message or text.

Pets Are People Too
Professional in home pet care

« Daily Walks And Potty Breaks
« Overnight & Vacation Care

« 20 Years Experience In The Veterinary Field
« Certified Veterinary Assistant
o Fully Insured

Call or text 774-402-2383
www.petsarepeopletoopc.com

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

+Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

++ # Friday’s Child # + +

Age 16
Registration #9468

Massachusetts.

putting them back together. He is currently in the process of fixing his scoot-
er, which is one of his favorite activities. If Jacob could ride his scooter every
day, he absolutely would! When he’s not out riding, Jacob enjoys a variety
of activities that keep him entertained and active. He loves playing video
games, listening to rap and hip-hop, playing sports, and going hiking. Jacob
enjoys being on the move and having opportunities to explore and try new
things. His determination and hands-on nature shine through in the way
he approaches projects and hobbies that interest him. With his resilience,
sense of humor, and wide range of interests, Jacob is a unique and engag-
ing young man who brings plenty of personality to everything he does.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/54938075946

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

a§\\ ai\\ (l;\\ ll;\\ (l;\\ ai\\

Jacob is a resilient,
driven, and fun-lov-
ing young man with
an amazing sense
of humor. He has a
great personality and
knows how to bring
laughter and energy
to the people around
him. Jacob is natu-
rally curious and has
a knack for mechan-
ics, especially when it
comes to figuring out
how things work and
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SPENCER A

Spéncer COA

68 Maple
Street

508-885-7546

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL ON AGING The Friends of The Spencer Seniors ELDERBUS

Jim Letendre: CHAIR Next Meeti il be Wed d In town daily
ex eeting wi e eanesda

Scott Connor: MEMBER & Y FREE each way

Medical Trips into
Worcester

Monda% Wednesday,

riday
FREE each way

24 hour business day no-
tice by calling:
1-508-248-4299

Sandy Fritze: SECRETARY

Paul Gleason: MEMBER

Sue Arsenault: MEMBER
Lucinda Puchalski: MEMBER
Frank White: VICE-CHAIR
Meg Letendre: MEMBER
DIRECTOR: April Caruso

OUTREACH COORDINATOR: Nicole MaclLeod |.

Next Meeting: 9/8/2026
@4:00PM

Monday September 7th 12:00-12:45

Instructor: Laurie Connors

Reminder New Time: Every Monday 12:00-12:45

FREE FOR SPENCER RESIDENTS 60+

‘ All programs funded through the Executive Office Of Aging & Independence (AGE) \

Knight Of Columbus Bingo Monday Matinee

CanCEIIEd September 14th 12:00
(YOU PICK)

Thursday September 10th

FREE Ice Cream Social FREE
Monday September 28th 1:00-2:30PM

After you eat your ice cream you can make a Tye Dye T-Shirt to wear at our Octo-
ber event Celebrating the 1970’s (date TBD)

Snacks & Refreshments available

S.H.I.N.E. Accessible Home Health
September 15th 9:30-12:30 Speaker: Brenda Turner
Serving Health Insurance Needs of Eve- /‘\ Thursday Sept.
ryo n e ) Acceptability Accessibility 1 7t h
By appointment only 508-885-7546 \ - / 11:45-12:45

Adequacy Affordability
—
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September Menu

9/1-Meatballs w/ Onion Gravy, Bowtie Pasta, Rst. Brussels Sprouts, Rice Krispy Treat, Marble Rye Bread
9/3-Chicken w/ BBQ Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Fruit, Corn Muffin
9/8-Chicken Stir Fry, Steamed Rice, Rst. Broccoli. Fresh Fruit, Pumpernickel Bread
9/10-Hot Dog Bar, Chili, Cheese, Mustard, Ketchup, Relish, Baked Cinnamon Pears, Hot Dog Bun
9/15-Ziti w/ Meat Sauce, Mozzarella Cheese, Broccoli & Red Peppers, Fresh Fruit, Italian Bread

9/17-Garlic Brown Sugar Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Country Blend Veg., Chocolate Pudding, Pumpernickel
Bread

9/22-Chicken Fajitas, Spanish Rice, Black Beans & Corn, Pineapple, Sour Cream, Pita Bread
9/24-Beef w/ Onions & Peppers, Gemelli Pasta, Broccoli, Birthday Cake, Marble Rye Bread

9/29-Beef Stew, Steamed Rice, Corn, Peach Crisp, Biscuit

* Indicates High Sodium Meal
If you would like to eat please call 48 hours in advance 508-885-7546

A suggested donation of $3 per meal (or any amount you are able to give) helps offset a small

portion of meal preparation and delivery cost.

Senior Fraud Skits Tina Bemis Class
Presenter: Les Holmes Wednesday September 30th
Thursday September 24th 10:00-11:00
Black Cat Porch Pot

11:45-12:30

$25 pp Must sign up in advance

The Friends Of Spencer Seniors
Spencer Senior Center

68 Maple St.

Spencer, Mass. 01562

Phone: 508-885-7546
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EDITORIAL

A leadership
search that
deserves careful
consideration

Leadership changes are inevitable in any
school district, but the departure of a super-
intendent is different from most personnel
transitions.

A superintendent sits at the intersection
of nearly every major issue facing a public
school system. Budgets, curriculum, staff-
ing, facilities, student achievement, trans-
portation and communication with families
all eventually reach that office. In a regional
district such as Spencer-East Brookfield,
there is the additional responsibility of bal-
ancing the needs and expectations of two
communities.

That is why the departure of Dr. Paul
Haughey after eight years should be viewed
as both the end of an important chapter and
the beginning of a consequential decision
for the district.

Haughey’s tenure included circumstances
that would have tested any school adminis-
trator. There was a major school project, the
unprecedented disruption of the COVID-19
pandemic and the continuing challenges
facing public education in its aftermath.

Those eight years also required the dis-
trict to navigate the ordinary but no less
important responsibilities of educating chil-
dren while managing taxpayer dollars and
communicating with two communities.

School Committee members appropri-
ately recognized that work as Haughey
departed. Their comments particularly
emphasized communication, leadership and
advocacy for students. Those same qualities
should figure prominently in the search for
his successor.

For now, School Business Administrator
Gary Suter has been appointed interim
superintendent, providing the district with
leadership while the School Committee
determines how to conduct its search.

There should be no reason to rush that
process. Finding a superintendent is not
simply a matter of filling an administra-
tive vacancy. Spencer and East Brookfield
should be looking for someone capable of
establishing a productive relationship with
teachers, staff, parents, students, municipal
officials and taxpayers. The next superin-
tendent must understand the financial reali-
ties of a regional school district while never
losing sight of its educational mission.

Communication should be especially
important. Residents may disagree about
budgets, programs, policies or priorities,
but they should never have to wonder why
a major decision was made. A superinten-
dent who can clearly explain the district’s
needs, acknowledge legitimate concerns
and provide residents with the information
necessary to understand difficult decisions
can build trust even when agreement is
impossible.

The search also presents an opportunity
for the School Committee to consider what
Spencer-East Brookfield needs from its
leadership during the next several years.

The person best suited to guide a district
through a building project or a public health
emergency is not necessarily being hired to
confront those same challenges again. The
committee should consider the issues ahead
and identify the experience and leadership
qualities necessary to address them.

Community participation can be valuable
as that discussion develops. Parents and
educators will naturally have strong opin-
ions, but students, taxpayers and residents
without children currently enrolled in the
schools also have a stake in the district’s
success. A superintendent ultimately serves
a public institution supported by the entire
community.

Haughey’s departure deserves recogni-
tion for eight years spent leading the district
through a particularly eventful period. The
best way to follow that tenure is not to find
someone exactly like the departing superin-
tendent. It is to determine what the district
needs next.

Spencer and East Brookfield now have
an opportunity to choose the leader who
will help shape their schools for years to
come. That decision deserves time, trans-
parency and careful consideration.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Shocking

To the Editor:

Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officers may soon be outfitted with gloves
that can deliver a painful electric shock
intended to gain compliance from “com-
bative individuals.”

ICE plans to spend up to $20 million
of our taxpayer dollars to purchase thou-
sands of these of these so called “conduc-
tive distraction and de-escalation devices”
for ICE officers and agents by March of
next year, this according to a notice pub-
lished by the Department of Homeland
Security.

ICE has already deported, brutalized

and killed American citizens, all without
just cause!

What is next? Will we all have to wear
shock collars so that ICE won’t have to
wear clumsy uncomfortable gloves? Then
all they have to do is push a button and
bring their prey to the ground.

Maybe that is what some of you need!
Maybe you need to be shocked to your
senses so that you can see that our country
is crumbling and our citizens are being
victimized, all due to Donald Trump.

ICE out!

NOREEN FERNANDES
WEST BROOKFIELD

Think

To the Editor:

Since I only write on weeks that this
administration aggravates me, I have to
explain my computer being in for its
annual tune up is why I was silent. So
glad the Kevin Kane stepped in to fill the
breach.

Is it fair to assume that Amerigo
Vespucci, the Italian explorer who did
not discover anything, had the better
press agent. I am at a loss as to why two
continents and one nation are named for
him. That said, why would we name a
gulf and great lake after him? Wouldn’t
the United States of Trump, Gulf of
Trump and Lake Trump, be more rational
and accurate? Maybe he would not feel
as much need to impose his name on the
Kennedy Center.

While there are plenty of reasons to
address the variety of clowns, in this
show, from RFK getting rid of food
inspections and vaccines, to the GOP
official concerned that wind turbines may
use up or stop wind, to Hassett claiming
that citizens maxing out their credit cards
is a sign of confidence in the economy, as
opposed to absolute necessity.

Please think through Trumps joy in
higher gas prices, even though the same
wells are feeding the same refineries, un
impacted by the Strait of Hormuz, and
the stock market and tariff collections all
rising. Why? Because we are funding all
of these, not Canada, or anyone else. With
the average savings account, under $400,
I suspect actual income drawn from mar-
ket investments, does not cover increased
costs for most of us. Trump has increased

the debt a third, while tripling his net
worth. Buying stock in the morning and
issuing purchase orders in the afternoon,
is not insider trading, it is grand theft.

Today, I want to feature Pete Hegseth,
the formerly, often inebriated Fox News
Host, made Secretary of War. This poor
excuse for a cabinet secretary, has decid-
ed that we need an all white male force
of macho GI Joes, and that has clearly
been his focus and priority. He envisions
himself as Spartacus, so instead of doing
what an actual secretary of defense would
do, by fortifying our middle east bases,
an integral part of the regional support
and supply chain, virtually all have been
destroyed and are where the most loss
of lives occurred. This toy soldier has
expended extremely expensive munitions
leaving our inventory dangerously low
and the cost and recovery time high.

Instead of seizing those little wooden
boats in the Caribbean, we destroyed
them with million-dollar shells. The
Patriots and Cruise missiles are much
more expensive and have been depleted
in the thousands of units. Pete did adopt
a trait from his leader and blame subordi-
nates for the low inventory. Before you
start feeling hopeful the war is nearly
over, their leader, whose father, wife and
child died in the first attack has said it
will not end with Trump in office.

If the blue wave is not large enough to
actually impeach and remove, he will call
it exoneration, which sickens me.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

The weakening of our American hard and soft powers

To the Editor:

In many areas where we need the United
States to be at least very strong or the best,
President Trump and his administration
have weakened or “hollowed out” these
needed strengths. This creates many prob-
lems and leaves our United States open to
loss of power or more.

Two connected examples follow.

Military Power — Military Power ranks
as very important asset both to maintain
international order and protect our country
and people. Here, the Trump administra-
tion has profoundly weakened us in many
ways.

First Secretary of Defense Hegseth
has removed some of our best military
leaders because he did not see them as
loyal enough - not too our country - but
to him and President Trump. Likewise,
other well regarded military leaders found
themselves sidelined or dismissed because
of their skin color or sex.

Also, among military leaders that have
remained, many have officially warded
the Department of Defense and the White
House that to continue Trump’s Middle
East “War of (Bad) Choice” against Iran
not only now weakens us around the rest
of the world, but also in our “homeland”
the United States. Some of these highest
military leaders went so far as to “non-
concur” meaning that they disagree with
some of the Defense Secretary’s orders,
but as loyal soldiers, will execute them.

So we have been warned by those who
want to protect and defend us.

“Soft” Power — Great countries influ-
ence other countries in many ways. The
good use of “Soft Power” provides a num-
ber of excellent ways.

For example, the use of diplomacy
in international relations and situations
where a powerful United States discusses,
finds agreements and manages difficult
situations makes for “Soft Power” One
concerns Iran where two of our not only

www.StonebridgePress.com

qualified, but great American negotiators
John Kerry and Wendy Sherman, reached
a global agreement both to limit and
police Iran’s nuclear power development
and in that context, keep Middle East oil
flowing,

USAID, the United States Agency for
International Development stood out as
another of our important “Soft Powers.”
For about three tenths of a percent of the
United States national budget, we helped
to not only build countries, but assist
them in times of need.

As someone who worked in devel-
oping countries for many years, I know
for how much appreciation existed for
these American efforts — for example the
PEPFAR anti-HIV Aids program devel-
oped by President Bush and Dr. Fauci.

Now this “Soft Power” tool no longer
exists having been “Put into the wood
chipper” by near trillionaire Elon Musk.

So, what do we have? First, the old
saying That “Two wrongs don’t make a
right” Then the critical need to vote for
change in the November elections and
in this instance restore both our military
“Hard” and diplomatic and development
“Soft” powers — before it becomes too
late.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

How can
you plan
or
incapacity?

TREVOR
NIELSEN

We all hope to enjoy long, healthy lives,
retaining the ability to think clearly and
make our own decisions. But life doesn’t
always work out that way — which is why
you need to prepare for a potential incapac-
ity that could affect your independence and
possibly create financial problems for your
family.

So, in thinking about incapacity plan-
ning, you may want to consider the follow-
ing arrangements:

Health care power of attorney — When
you establish a health care power of attor-
ney, you name someone, such as a spouse
or adult child, to make medical decisions
on your behalf, should you become inca-
pable of making them on your own due
to disability or illness. These decisions
include choosing doctors, treatments, and
care facilities.

Financial power of attorney — With a
financial power of attorney, you designate
someone to assume a variety of duties
for you in case you become incapacitat-
ed. These tasks include investing, selling
property, paying bills and debts, collecting
Social Security benefits, and adding or
changing insurance policies.

When establishing a health care or finan-
cial power of attorney, you may need to
decide whether it’s “durable” or “spring-
ing.” A durable power of attorney typically
takes effect immediately after you sign it,
have it notarized and witnessed. So, the
person you’ve chosen to have power of
attorney — sometimes called an “agent”
— can act on your behalf whenever you
choose. On the other hand, you could select
a power of attorney that “springs” into
effect only when you become incapacitated
— hence, the “springing” designation.

One issue affecting a springing power of
attorney involves the speed with which it
can be enacted. Generally, it won’t go into
effect until a licensed physician declares in
writing that the person granting the power
of attorney is indeed incapacitated. This
could cause a problem if your chosen agent
needs to act quickly on your behalf. It’s
because of this potential delay that a dura-
ble power of attorney is often favored over
a springing power of attorney. However,
everyone’s circumstances are different, so
if you have a choice between a durable or
springing power of attorney, you may want
to consult with an estate-planning profes-
sional for guidance.

Apart from the health care and financial
powers of attorney, you may also want to
consider one other incapacity-related legal
document — aliving will. When you estab-
lish a living will, you describe the steps you
would or wouldn’t want taken to keep you
alive, along with other medical decisions,
including pain management and organ
donation. Obviously, the decision to create
a living will is highly personal, involving
your feelings about self-sufficiency and
the circumstances that define the quality of
life you wish to have. But the mere fact of
having a living will can relieve your loved
ones of having to make potentially agoniz-
ing decisions.

Planning for an incapacity may not be the
most pleasant task — but it’s an important
one. Of course, you may never become
incapacitated at all, but by making the
proper arrangements, you can make things
easier for yourself and your family — just
in case.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC



Friday, September 4, 2020

o« SPENCER NEW LEADER 7

The disappearing
art of knowing how
to get there

I have reached the age when I ocCasion-
ally give directions that are completely
useless to anyone under 40.

“Go down past where the old hardware
store used to be, take a right at the building
that was the bank, and if you get to the old

LANTERNS &3 station, you’ve gone

too far.”
ALONG Perfectly clear. At least

to me.

MaiN The problem is that the
STREET hardware store has been
== ogone for 15 years, the
By CHARLES  pank became a dentist’s

office and the gas station
is now an empty lot. This
is how directions used to work in small
towns. Nobody needed a street address.
You needed landmarks. Turn by the white
church. Go past the cemetery. Take the
second left after the school. If you see the
pond, you missed it.

Some directions required an advanced
understanding of local history. “Take the
road behind Johnson’s.” Johnson’s had
closed in 1987, but everybody still called
the building Johnson’s because nobody
could remember what had replaced it.

Today, of course, we have GPS. You type
an address into your phone and a pleasant
voice tells you exactly where to go. Usually.

I have developed a complicated relation-
ship with this woman. I appreciate her assis-
tance, but I question some of her decisions.
She occasionally attempts to send me down
roads that no sensible Massachusetts resi-
dent would voluntarily travel. I have looked
at certain suggested turns and thought, “You
clearly aren’t from around here.”

There are roads in New England that
technically qualify as roads but should not
be treated as such. They might appear on
a map as perfectly reasonable shortcuts.
What the map does not explain is that the
pavement ends halfway through, there is a
bridge that looks as though Calvin Coolidge
personally inspected it, and the final mile is
wide enough for approximately three-quar-
ters of a Subaru.

A local knows better. The GPS does not.

What fascinates me most is how quickly
I have surrendered my own sense of direc-
tion. There are places I have driven to sev-
eral times, yet I could not find them again

without my phone. That bothers me.

Years ago, if I drove somewhere once,
I paid attention. I remembered the turns. I
noticed the landmarks. I built a little map
in my head. Now I follow the blue line.
Turn left in 500 feet. Turn right at the light.
Continue for 2.3 miles. I obey without
learning anything.

Sometimes, I wonder what would hap-
pen if the satellites disappeared tomorrow.
I suspect millions of Americans would
simply remain wherever they happened
to be. There would be people stranded at
supermarkets three miles from their houses.

“Do you know how to get home?”

“No, but I think I live northeast of here.”

My generation likes to complain that
younger people cannot get anywhere with-
out GPS, but we should probably be careful
with that accusation. We are becoming
equally dependent. The difference is that
we remember when getting lost was part of
going somewhere. You could make a wrong
turn and drive five miles before admitting
something wasn’t right.

This inevitably led to one person in the
car saying, “I thought you knew where you
were going.” That sentence has probably
ended more pleasant Sunday drives than
flat tires. Naturally, nobody wanted to stop
and ask for directions. That would have
required admitting defeat. Instead, we drove
around confidently while having absolutely
no idea where we were. Eventually, you
found a convenience store, a police station
or somebody standing beside a mailbox.
The directions you received might include
three roads that had changed names, a
barn that had burned down and somebody
named Earl. Yet somehow, you got there.

I don’t want to give up GPS. It is one of
those inventions that is undeniably useful,
and I have no desire to return to unfolding
a road map across the steering wheel while
traveling 55 miles per hour. But every once
in a while, when I am heading somewhere
familiar, I leave the phone alone. I make
myself remember. Past the church. Left at
the common. Over the little bridge. Right
where the old store used to be.

Somewhere along the way, I usually real-
ize that I still know where I am. And I rather
like that feeling.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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North Brookfield Senior
Center announces
September programs

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The North Brookfield
Senior Center will offer
a full schedule of activi-
ties, health services, infor-

mational programs and
entertainment throughout
September.

The month will include
opportunities ranging from
technology assistance and
health clinics to exercise,
arts and crafts, bingo and
live musical entertainment.

Tech Help with Alex will
be offered Tuesday, Sept.
8, at 10 a.m., providing an
opportunity for seniors to
get assistance with technol-
ogy questions.

Health-related offerings
begin Wednesday, Sept.
9, when a SHINE coun-
selor will be available by
appointment from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. A blood pressure
clinic will follow from 11
a.m. to noon.

Strength and Flexibility
sessions are scheduled for
Monday, Sept. 14, and
Monday, Sept. 28, from 10
to 11 a.m.

On Wednesday, Sept. 16,
the center will host two pro-
grams. The veterans agent
will be available from 10
to 11 a.m., followed by an
Accessible Home Health
information session at 11
a.m.

Bingo Night is planned
for Friday, Sept. 18, from 6
to 7:30 p.m., while Music
Bingo will be held Monday,
Sept. 21, at 11 a.m.

Musical entertainment
will continue Wednesday,
Sept. 23, when the
Greendale Friends Retiree
Chorus performs at 1 p.m.

Medicare counselor Ed
Spater will be available
by appointment Thursday,
Sept. 24, from 10 a.m. to 1
p-m. An art class will also

be held at 11 a.m. that day.
Another art class is sched-
uled for Thursday, Sept. 3,
at 11 am.

Coffee and Craft will be
held Saturday, Sept. 26, at
11 a.m. Advance signup is
required.

Representatives from the
Registry of Deeds will visit
the center Tuesday, Sept.
29, at 1 p.m. A blood pres-
sure and glucose clinic will
round out the month’s spe-
cial programs Wednesday,
Sept. 30, from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

Interactive Games are
also offered every Tuesday
at 10:30 a.m.

Residents interest-
ed in programs requiring
appointments or advance
registration should contact
the North Brookfield Senior
Center for availability and
additional information.

Open poetry reading series

coming to

Merriam-Gilbert Library

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Local poets, readers and
lovers of the written word
will have a new opportunity
to share their favorites when
the Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library hosts “One Poem,”
an open poetry reading series
beginning in September.

The program is designed
to provide a welcoming
venue for writers to share
their own poetry while
introducing participants to
the work of other published
poets.

For each original poem a
participant reads, organizers
ask that the reader comple-
ment it with a poem by an
established, published writer.
Selections can range wide-
ly, from Shakespeare and
Anne Bradstreet to Charles
Bukowski, William Butler

Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne Rich
and contemporary poets.

Participants do not need to
be poets themselves. Those
without original work are
welcome to read favorite
poems by published writ-
ers, while community mem-
bers who would rather listen
are equally encouraged to
attend.

Readings will take place
in round-robin fashion, with
participants sharing no more
than two poems during each
turn. The number of oppor-
tunities each person has
to read will depend upon
attendance. Organizers ask
participants to avoid partic-
ularly lengthy selections so
everyone has an opportunity
to take part.

The series is intended to
foster a creative community

of writers and readers while
exposing participants to
poets and styles they might
not otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run
from September through
May, generally on the third
Thursday of each month
from 4 to 6 p.m. Some dates
may be adjusted because of
holidays.

Programs will be held in
the upstairs meeting room at
the Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library on Main Street in
West Brookfield. The meet-
ing room is accessible by
elevator.

The series is open to the
Central Massachusetts com-
munity.

“Come: read, listen, learn,
savor,” organizers invite par-
ticipants.

Community
Connectmn
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PIZZA Passion
Fresh zngredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997
Open 7 Days a Week » We Deliver
SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

Pepperoni Meathall ch Sma::
Pizza su eese Plzza
" EVERYDAY 11-4
Sm. $7.99 | Sm. 8,, $6.49 only $5.00!
Lg. $10.99 ' 1912757491 “yo ym
Cannot be combined

with other specials or coupons.

Leicester West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer ¢ Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

"508.248.9797 © Propane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

(171 $4.99 301-500.. 8225 19 80%
50-75... .$2.10

76-150...... 295 Duel Fe.........$375 _ Driver
151-300........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Friday price 8/31/26 was $4.75 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ&

e R

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\forin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ A0

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

“prices subject to change
/== Burdett’s

“Why pay more it’s only trash”
508-612-8093

burdettstrashpickuplic.com
Family owned/operated
servicing our community
for 15+ years -
Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

For

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]
Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

Press.news

East Brookﬁeld, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

= ///:/// s 7//:/‘///\:;//‘:/’ //:/’///\:/’//‘¥ p— ==

\

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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@)VERLOOK

A proud tradition of service since 1911

JOIN US FOR THE OVERLOOK’S

ANNUAL
FALL FESTIVAL

Bring the family to enjoy seasonal traditions,
local flavors, live entertainment, and
activities for all ages:

e Food trucks

e Craft beer from
Oakholm Brewing Company

-

e Local artisans & vendors
e Family games, crafts & candy drop
e Live entertainment & hayrides

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
11 AM. -4 PM.
88 Masonic Home Road | Charlton
Free and open to the public

For event details, call 508-709-4880.

A NV N\ Ve

Independent Living | Enhanced Living | Memory Care
Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehab | Private Care | Adult Day Program
Sponsored by the Masonic Health System of Massachusetts

0OLO=s
OAKHOLM

BREWING COMPANY

We are in the process of selling out

some of our current stock to make Special SaVingS on A DREAM YEARS IN THE MAKING!

room for new Fall Models. Because

of this, we are offering savings < Bedrooms

, . .
throughout the store! * Living Rooms

Courtesy

The dream of a new Bobcat Park is finally
coming to life! Trinity Catholic Academy
recently celebrated the groundbreaking
of our new playground—a project made
possible through the incredible generosity,
dedication, and support of our TCA com-
munity. We are so grateful to everyone who
has donated, volunteered, spread the word,
and believed in this longtime dream. What
began as an idea has grown into a project
that will bring countless years of play,
laughter, and memories to our students.

% Recliners

% Occasional Pieces

% Entertainment Centers
% Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR! Visit The Farm For-

. . + Just Baked Pies H
WWW.SUnd@@nfurnlturElncocom o Cider Donuts . Chees

Sundeen Furniture FREE

with this coupon and
241 Providence Road, Whitinsville « 508-234-877 $8 purchase
X Tues. thru Thurs. Only
Free Delivery o Free Layaway
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., Fri 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun 11-5

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA ¢ 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridae - 148 N. Follow sians

1: /l I'd Id ,Ft IA
amily Dining & Girt Guide
Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIES B | [ Salem Cross InN

Diner * Bar * Grill * Functions ALL MADE EROM SCRATCH RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN

o . T I
BREAKFAST « LUNCH  DINNER to PIJII‘::(e 260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
FRIDAY 9/4 & SATURDAY 9/5 « ke
FnIEn g @ ’i/fW/L . Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our
“YSTEBS 15 S. Main St, Leicester « 508-892-3222 OPcn Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sundag 12-) Facebook
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting page for
AFTER 5PM . L :
y y Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm l(T <0 Th & Fri 4-8 Tavern
HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; S 8.8 A0 1- , 4 .
Clo:e 1 ;‘on 4 TEZ i Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am iexmark Favern 1s PCﬂ urs I Specials

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562 ONLINE ORDERING
Gift 508-885-4033 E FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM §]

COI’dS www.charliesdiner.com

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 Ki
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place
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HONESTY & RESPECT

B\ \WEWORK HARD AND.SIALD FOR
CREATIVITY & |

eBELIEVE INg RTY

~ WE ARE DEDICATED gesv i N0
& WE ARE @ )
BY EAC ’

ARENOT A ™

Jim Ferdella

DURKIN & SONS
A Strong Trucklng Co.

5 Trash
AR N ) legacy and a Removal
N s JIE ¢ d ) nero
Tracy Steiger and Katie Ford S Kiitn Milouskes dyna’mlc fUture ~g ::gﬁul)yst
eanouts

LEICESTER — Leicester at LelceSter

Elementary School is ready ~ Reliable ~
for a great start! Principal

Tracy Steiger and Assistant Elementary www.durkintrucking.com

Principal Katie Ford are

excited to continue leadin % Spencer @D
the ivaytinto v&fhat promise% SChOOl %‘:9508'885'4499 é)

to be a wonderful year.
Steiger, a Leicester grad-
uate and member of the
Leicester Hall of Fame,
i brings 30 years of experience
4 serving the Leicester com-
munity. Ford, a recipient of
the WooSox Most Valuable
Teacher Award, brings 20

B T .

SeEE s E =8 =5 years of experience serv-

JWE li c o ing the students and fami-

! B Q M lies of Leicester Elementary

tK T ~ % .« ¥ School. Together, they bring

0 SCHO@& ¢ 50 years of experience to

support students, staff, and

families and make this

school year a successful and
memorable one.

Leicester  Elementary
School is also excited to wel-
Maggie Lavelle come three new teachers and

one special staff member to

P GHoP LOCAL

the Wolverine community. LES is thrilled to announce a new librarian! S WW m& Smgmf {_ )
After 15 years of teaching English at 7

Leicester High School, Maggie Lavelle WV N T T T Sl T 2.2

is transitioning into her new role as the Where Everyone Goes For - e

librarian at LES. Lavelle looks forward to Their Piece Of The Earth!

s SEPTEMBER
TRERECR i vooos

----------------------------------- ) oo s
- @ PICK OUR OWN APPLES
5% WAGON RIDES

e e
-
-

bringing her passion for reading and learn- #
ing to the school’s youngest Wolverines and FALL Is H ERE!
hopes to ignite a lifelong love of reading g~ -
and thinking in students across the school. LANDSGAPING STONE
In her free time, Lavelle enjoys spending . N
time with her dogs, traveling as much as o Purple o REd o Wh'te
possible, and - of course - reading! 1 .

As the preschool population continues S nght Gray ¢ Dark Gray
to grow, LES is excited to open two addi- Grelge ° Blue
tional preschool classrooms for its youngest
ers s Andrea Pirzotts, Ms. Pizzott atend. » Construction Stone

zzotti. Ms. Pizz - . L

ed Framingham State University, and has * Title V Sand  Utility Sand

been working in classrooms since she was * concr‘?te Sand e Pool Li“er_sa"d = '

14 years old, beginning as a student at [ * Chicken Coop Sand  Silt L]VE MUS[C BOTH D AYS!

Worcester Technical High School. Outside o Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel ORCH ARDS ‘

of the classroom, she enjoys line dancing | * Crushed Asphalt A A ! -

and curling up with a good book. o Crushed Concrete * Cold Patch : YR RS
The second new Pre-K teacher, Kristin [ r 12 LIHCO]H Rd i

Miliauskas, brings approximately 13 years B Sppr Pick-Up OR CALL 5 . 00n t a

of experience working with preschool-aged LA N Br OOkﬁeld’ MA 0]535

children, including three years at Leicester NO
Elementary School. Her time as a Wolverine [g* DELIVERY TODAY!  mnimums B
has been filled with laughter, learning, and
fun. Kristin and Andrea look forward to all
that the 20262027 school year has in store
and are excited to continue working with
the youngest members of the Wolverine
community.

LES also has a special staff member to
highlight! Jim Ferdella has joined the Before
School Program. A longtime Leicester resi-
dent, He is also the father of Kim Ferdella,
a middle school ELA teacher. Jim brings an

impressive educational background, includ-
ing more than 30 years of experience teach-
ing Algebra and Social Studies, as well as
serving as an assistant principal and varsity
basketball coach. He is also a veteran of
the United States Marine Corps. Ferdella - j /

is excited to return to a school setting and
looks forward to working with the students

OPEN e

of Leicester Elementary School. lann nnv! I

With experienced leadership, new faces, 10:00AM-7:00PM -
and a growing team dedicated to students, — . : .
the 20262027 school year is shaping up to DEALS Bt TTER THAN Tyg.!'! 32199)9 / Fglélé g%gg / Ql(lREEEGN$5$£)99
be an exciting one at Leicester Elementary § the BIG y
School. The LES community looks forward | pOX R I’”"m RE SMOOTH-TOP 21 CU. FT.
to another year of learning, growth, laugh- s TOVE FREEZER

STO
STORES! .. REG. $899.99 REG. $699.99 REG. $999.99

& SNACKBAR

98 N. Spencer Rd., Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _g
.popgsgnqandgravgl_.gom,

-----

ter, and mem(iriable morlrl1ents as aivergpne 0 $ $599.99 $799.99
continues working together to make this a G.E. 27 CU.FT. 5 CU. FT. CHEST TAMANA WASHER ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.
successful year for all Wolverines! 7 REFRIGERATOR FREEZER OR DRYER REFRIGERATOR 7
X A REG. $1999.99 REG. $239.99 REG. $599.99 ESCe0 00 [ &= =
L} $1699.99 $189.99 $489.99 *599.99 B I KE s AlE' f T
- ; FAMOUS-MAKER LG WASHER MAYTAG DELUXE FRIGIDAIRE =38
For Advertising TREROWAVE ORDRYER | WASHERORDRYER | SIDEBY SIDE /

Information J sﬂz?gmggé F“’”fsi"agﬁﬁﬁﬁ“g‘" *RE';%SQQQQ& ﬁﬂiggmé]& GR‘IIE\I’AITE SITEILEIIE::I#II(EE\I EI!IéEB?I:ES v )/

Call 774-200-71308 INSTANT 140 MAIN STREET,
omall ananane WIHII T CO o=,
mikaela@ UP TO $10,000! ? o

_ - — WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
s“)ne""dge Press.news mﬂg E Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm D|SHWASHERS, and TVS!
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IOLEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO26P2344GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G. L.c. 190B, § 5-304
In the matter of:
Alexander Jordan Charron
Of: East Brookfield, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
Paul R Visneau of East Brookfield,
MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Alexander Jordan Charron is in
need of a Guardian and requesting that
Paul R Visneau of East Brookfield,
MA (or some other suitable person) be
appointed as Guardian to serve With-
out Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
09/22/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding

may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 18, 2026

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

September 4, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Emmanuel
G. Matias to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC,
dated February 22, 2021 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
64608, Page 299, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder,
by assignment from:

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Lakeview Loan Servicing,
LLC, its successors and assigns to
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC, record-
ed on February 5, 2026, in Book No.
73164, at Page 297

for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 12:00 PM on September
23, 2026, on the mortgaged prem-
ises located at 26 Donnelly Cross
Road, Spencer, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:

The land in Spencer, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, on the east
side of Donnelly Cross Road, being
shown as Lot 1 on a plan of land
entitled “Plan of Valley View Lots in
Spencer, Massachusetts. Harvey
Goldstein, owner”, October 12, 1967,
Theodore P. Drazek, R.L.S. bounded
and described as follows: See Plan

Book 539, Plan No. 111,

Beginning at a point in the Easterly
line of Donnelly Cross Road, said point
being the southwest corner of the lot
herein described, as shown on said
plan;

Thence S. 63 degrees 23’ E., 448.30
feet to a point at land of Charles
Zablow;

Thence N. 8 degrees 56’ E., 148.25
feet along said Zablow land to a point
at Lot 2;

Thence N. 62 degrees 19’ 20” W.,
465.85 feet along said Lot 2 to a point
in the Easterly line of Donnelly Cross
Road;

Thence S. 41 degrees 19’ 30” W. 49.26
feet to a point; and S. 25 degrees 24’
W. 103.84 feet to the point of begin-
ning; the last courses being along the
Easterly line of Donnelly Cross Road.
Containing 68,400 square feet of land,
more or less.

The exact quantity of land or number
of acres and/or square feet contained
within the property described herein is
not guaranteed by this company.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 61259, Page 12.

These premises will be sold
and conveyed subject to and with
the benefit of all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, covenants,
liens or claims in the nature of liens,
improvements, public assessments,
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax
liens, water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of record
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to such
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made
in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Ten Thousand
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified or
bank check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid by
certified or bank check at Harmon
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St.,
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or by
mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-

0389, within thirty (30) days from the

date of sale. Deed will be provided to

purchaser for recording upon receipt

in full of the purchase price. The

description of the premises contained

in said mortgage shall control in the

event of an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be

announced at the sale.

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

29037

August 28, 2026

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing-
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
September 15, 2026, in McCourt
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall,
, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, and
the hearing will be conducted in
person and remotely on the follow-
ing items starting at 6:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Public Hearing Site Plan Review/
Special Permit/ Stormwater Permit-
Applicant: New England Power
Company and Massachusetts
Electric Company; Owner: New
England Power Company: 7.5 &
9 Meadow Road, Spencer, MA,
Assessor’'s Map U11-9 & 10. The
applicant is seeking a Site Plan
Review/ Special Permit/ Stormwater
Permit under section 7.4 (Site Plan
Review), 3.4.2.H (Special Permit for
structures within floodplain), and the
Spencer Stormwater Management
Bylaw (Article 14 of the Spencer
General Bylaws). Proposed con-
struction and installation of cer-
tain substation-related equipment
and facilities at its existing electric
substation. The property is located
within the Rural Residential (RR)
and Commercial (C) zoning districts.
August 28, 2026
September 4, 2026

LIST OF PARCELS TO BE TAKEN

Assessed To 613 LOWER ROAD LLC

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.406 Acres located
and known as 30 QUABOAG ST shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors
Records as Parcel Identifier 006.D-0000-0059.0 and being part of the premises
recorded in book 67961 on page 393 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2024 Type of Liability
$2,346.88 Tax

Assessed Amount
$2,346.88

Unpaid Balance
$1,149.98

Assessed To BEACON REALTY PARTNERS LLC

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.057 Acres located
and known as 3 LAKEVIEW AVE shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors
Records as Parcel Identifier 005.E-0000-0111.0 and being part of the premises
recorded in book 69548 on page 107 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2024 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To CASE BARBARA

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
$51.68

$51.68

A parcel of land wtth any buildings thereon, approximately 29.87 Acres
located and known as 97 TOWN FARM RD shown on the Town of Brookfield
Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 004.A-0000-0015.0 and being part of
the premises recorded in book 46071 on page 40 in the Worcester Registry of

Deeds.
Tax Year 2024 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To CHAFFEE RICHARD

Assessed Amount
$49.04

Unpaid Balance
$20.40

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 2.77 Acres located
and known as 9 LAKE RD shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors Records
as Parcel Identifier 005.B-0000-0022.0 and being part of the premises recorded
in book 60982 on page 146 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To CHAFFEE RICHARD

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
$6,927.30

$5,495.08

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.344 Acres

located and known as 60 TOWN FARM RD shown on the Town of Brookfield
Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 004.B-0000-0003.0 and being part of
the premises recorded in book 69333 on page 243 in the Worcester Registry of

Deeds.
Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed Amount
$630.04

Unpaid Balance
$160.36

Assessed To CHOQUET DEBRA R ET AL
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.25 Acres located
and known as 31 KIMBALL ST shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors

Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To HAMMOND MARK D

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
$1,419.52

$1,071 06

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.162 Acres located
and known as 6 LINCOLN ST EXT shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors
Records as Parcel Identifier 006.C-0001-0086.0 and being part of the premises
recorded in book 52070 on page 212 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds

Tax Year 2023 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To HAMMOND MARK D

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance

$1,369.49

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.48 Acres located
and known as 30 RICE CORNER RD shown on the Town of Brookfield
Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 004.C-0000-0023.0 and being part of
the premises recorded in book 47352 on page 320 in the Worcester Registry of

Deeds
Tax Year 2023 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance

$3,311.06

Assessed to HASSETT MELISSA And COSTA COREY

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.343 Acres located
and known as 10 DRAPER ST shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors
Records as Parcel Identifier 006.C-0001-0131.0 and being part of the premises
recorded in book 60401 on page 123 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed Amount
$2,435.00

Unpaid Balance
$2,435.00

Assessed To LAPOINTE DOLLARD H & BERNADETTE O

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.51 Acres located
and known as 4 SOUTH MAPLE ST shown on the Town of Brookfield
Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 006.C-0001-0134.0 and being part of
the premises recorded in book 2881 on page 62 in the Worcester Registry of

Deeds.

Supposed Present Owner ESTATE OF LAPOINTE, DOLLARD H

Tax Year 2017 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed Amount
$1,447.96

Unpaid Balance
$367.61

Assessed to SWANSON ARTHUR And SWANSON CAROL

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon. approximately 3.14 Acres located
and known as 23 QUABOAG ST A shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors
Records as Parcel Identifier 006.D-0000-0005.B and being part of the premises
recorded in book 59468 on page 114 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2022 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed To TOTO EUGENE

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
$1,05316

$1,05316

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 7.5 Acres located
and known as 15 FOREST ST shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors

Records as Parcel Identifier 006.C-0002-0049.0 and being part of the premises

recorded in book 38282 on page 262 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
Tax $2,453.58 $1,964.24

Assessed to CURTIS JR MARC And CURTIS LAUREN

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 3.927 Acres located

and known as 101 WEBBER RD shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors

Records as Parcel Identifier 002.A-0000-0060.A and being part of the premises

recorded in book 68229 on page 71 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds

Tax Year 2025 Type of Liability Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
Tax $1,123 85 $715.25

Assessed To ESTATE OF WALKER GEORGE L

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 1.75 Acres located

and known as 43 SOUTH MAPLE ST shown on the Town of Brookfield

Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 006.C-0000-0052.0 and being part of

the premises recorded in book 2888 on page 424 in the Worcester Registry of

Deeds.

Tax Year 2014 Type of Liability
Tax

Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
$244.97 $244.97

Assessed To FARRELL MARK R

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 14.763 Acres
located and known as 80 TOWN FARM RD shown on the Town of Brookfield
Assessors Records as Parcel Identifier 004.A-0000-0004.0 and being part of
the premises recorded in book 29350 on page 326 in the Worcester Registry of
Deeds.

Records as Parcel Identifier 006.D-0000-0030.0 and being part of the premises

recorded in book 63832 on page 297 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2024 Type of Liability Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
Tax $1,18408 $1,184.08

Assessed to TOTO EUGENE A And TOTO MARISSA A

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.55 Acres located

and known as 8 BOYES AVE shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors

Records as Parcel Identifier 006.D-0000-0026.0 and being part of the premises

recorded in book 59889 on page 192 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2023 Type of Liability Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
Tax $3,820.82 $1,635.07

Assessed to WENTWORTH EDWARDS And WENTWORTH TINA M

A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, approximately 0.449 Acres located

and known as 64 QUABOAG ST shown on the Town of Brookfield Assessors

Records as Parcel Identifier 005.E-0000-0004.0 and being part of the premises

recorded in book 10753 on page 160 in the Worcester Registry of Deeds.

Tax Year 2024 Type of Liability Assessed Amount Unpaid Balance
Tax $1,042 72 $1,042.72

Brenda Parish Collector of Taxes

Friday, September 4th, 2026

Town of Brookfield Name of City or Town
STF 6053

September 4, 2026
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East Brooktield library
announces fall programs
and activities

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East
Brookfield library is heading into fall with
a busy schedule of programs for children
and adults, including a new story time, a
fall reading program, movies, a tag sale
and opportunities to learn cribbage and
American mahjongg.

A new Story-Time program will be held
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. for children ages
six months to six years. Children will play
games, listen to stories and create art proj-
ects to take home.

Caregivers are required to remain with
children during the program, with at least
one adult caregiver required for every two
children.

The library is also extending its sum-
mer reading activities with a Fall Reading
Program beginning Sept. 1. Participants
can pick up a reading log and bag at the
library and complete reading activities to
qualify for two tickets to a Springfield
Thunderbirds game in January 2027.

Books recorded on the reading log must
be checked out from the East Brookfield
library. The game tickets are not transfer-
able and will be available for pickup on
game day at the MassMutual Center in
Springfield. The program will also offer
opportunities to ride on the Fanboni and
meet the Thunderbirds mascot. Additional
game tickets may be purchased at a reduced
price.

The library’s annual Tag Sale is sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 26, with a rain date
of Saturday, Oct. 3. Setup will begin at 9
a.m., with the sale running from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Anyone interested in reserving a spot
should visit the library in person for informa-
tion about setup requirements. Participants

are asked not to call to reserve a space, and
all unsold items must be removed following
the sale.

Movie Time will also return this fall,
giving residents an opportunity to bring
a snack, watch a movie and meet other
members of the community. “Project Hail
Mary” is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 15,
at 1 p.m., followed by “The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow” on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 1
p.m. and “The Librarian” on Tuesday, Nov.
10,at 1 p.m.

Two special children’s movie events are
also planned.

“It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown”
will be shown Thursday, Oct. 29, at 3:30
p.m. Children are encouraged to wear cos-
tumes and can “haunt” Town Hall follow-
ing the movie.

A “Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” will
be shown Thursday, Nov. 19, at 3:30 p.m.,
accompanied by a Charlie Brown-themed
feast.

Adults interested in card and tabletop
games will have several opportunities to
participate throughout the fall.

Cribbage Club welcomes experienced
players as well as those interested in learn-
ing the game. Meetings will be held at 4
p-m. Sept. 21, Oct. 5 and 26, and Nov. 2,
16 and 30.

The library will also host American mah-
jongg sessions for residents who want to
learn the game or share their knowledge
with other players. Sessions will be held at
2 p.m. Sept. 8 and 22, Oct. 6 and 20, Nov. 3
and 17, and Dec. 1.

Additional information about the pro-
grams and registration requirements is
available by visiting the East Brookfield

library.

Ware Comedy Show
returns to Workshop13

WARE — Workshopl3
is excited to announce the
return of Ware Comedy
Show, a Colorblindguy
comedy event. This
21+ show takes place at
13 Church St., Ware, on
Saturday, Sept. 26. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. and the
performance begins at 7
p.m. Tickets are available
for $20 thanks to the sup-
port of the Ware Cultural
Council and can be pur-
chased in advance at www.
workshop13.org. Comedy
fans can expect a night
filled with original material,
quick wit, and memorable
performances.

Returning as host is
Boston Comedy Festival
winner Dan Boulger. Dan
headlined last year’s Ware
Comedy Show and left audi-
ences thoroughly impressed
with his relaxed delivery,
sharp observations, and pol-
ished stage presence. His
ability to make comedy
look effortless is a testament
to his skill and experience.

Headlining this year’s
show is Jake Silberman, a
nationally touring comedi-
an whose sharp wit, unique
perspective, and exception-
al crowd work have made
him a favorite with audi-
ences across the country.
Jake’s ability to find humor
in everyday life and con-
nect with a crowd ensures
a performance that is both
intelligent and hilarious.

The opening acts are
equally impressive. Avery
Quinn has headlined venues

throughout New England
and regularly performs
at the Comix stage at
Mohegan Sun. His animat-
ed style and commanding
presence immediately cap-
ture an audience’s attention.
Joining him is Hilary Price,
known for her offbeat sense
of humor, originality, and
relatable storytelling. Her
thoughtful, clever mate-
rial consistently earns big
laughs while giving audi-
ences something to think
about.

Together, these perform-

ers create a lineup loaded
with talent, originality, and
the creative material that
defines great stand-up com-
edy.

About Workshop13

Workshop13 is a dynamic
center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in our rural
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshopl3.org,
or call 413-277-6072.

Leicester KOC
hosting family
dinner

LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights of Columbus,

91 Manville St.,

will have a Family Dinner on

Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. Menu is choice of
Chicken Parmesan or Baked Fish. Cost is $15, and
includes salad, entree, dessert and coffee.

Call Don at 508-615-8434 or email at ohno7g7@
yahoo.com by Monday, Sept. 7 for reservations. All

are welcome.

Correction

BROOKFIELD — A reporting error led to an inadvertent
misspelling of newly hired Brookfield Town Administrator
Ryan Egan’s last name as “Eagan” in our front page profile

last week.

The Spencer New Leader deeply regrets any confusion
that may have resulted from this unintentional error.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS
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Licensed and Insured
128231
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Alex Cordy Memorial
Golf Tournament set

for Sept. 12

OAKHAM — St. Carlo
Acutis Parish, Brookfield/
West Brookfield/Warren, is
having their Ninth Annual
Alex Cordy Memorial
Charity Golf Tournament
at Quail Hollow Golf and
Country Club, 1822 Old
Turnpike Road, Oakham,
Massachusetts on Saturday,
Sept. 12. Registration
begins at 7:15 a.m., with a
Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are
aware, Alex Cordy was an
integral part of our West
Brookfield Community for

of his outstanding service
to his community, his par-
ish, and being a founding
member of our Knights of
Columbus Council 11080,
this tournament will once
again benefit our Youth
Activities Fund to support
the youth in our local com-
munity, a cause that was
very important to Alex. We
were able to award two
$1,000.00 scholarships this
past year from the proceeds
of this event to two local
high school seniors, as well
as fund many other youth

please consider supporting
our event by sponsoring or
participating in the tourna-
ment individually or with
a foursome. Tournament
Raffle Items and General
Donations to this event
are always welcomed and
appreciated!

Registration and sponsor-
ships are now available for
this tournament. To register,
and for more information,
please call (413) 813-8100
or email wallyconnor122@
gmail.com.

North Brookfield Cultural
Council seeks funding proposals

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Proposals for communi-
ty-oriented arts, humanities,
and science programs are
due Oct. 15.

The North Brookfield
Cultural Council has set an
Oct. 15 deadline for organi-
zations, schools, and indi-
viduals to apply for grants
supporting community cul-
tural activities.

According to LCC
spokesperson Nancy
Waldron these grants can
support a variety of artistic
projects and activities in or
around North Brookfield,
including exhibits, festivals,
field trips, short-term artist
residencies, performances
in schools, workshops, and

lectures.

The North Brookfield
Cultural Council is part
of a network of 329
Local Cultural Councils
(LCCs) serving all 351
cities and towns in the
Commonwealth. The LCC
Program is the nation’s
largest grassroots cultural
funding network, support-
ing thousands of communi-
ty-based projects in the arts,
humanities, and sciences
every year. The state leg-
islature provides an annu-
al appropriation to Mass
Cultural Council, a state
agency that allocates funds
to each community.

This year, the North
Brookfield Cultural Council

will distribute about $7,200
in grants. Previously funded
projects include:  produc-
tion of “Legally Blonde 2,
“programs “Birds of Prey,”
“Watercolor Painting” at the
Haston Library; Hip Hop
Square Dance at the Senior
Center.

For local guidelines and
complete information on the
North Brookfield Cultural
Council, contact Nancy
Waldron at nancy.rachel@
comcast.net. Application
forms and more information
about the Local Cultural
Council Program are avail-
able online at www.mass-
culturalcouncil .org.

many years. In memory

Spencer Town
Moderator
launches new
community
television show,
“The Brewster
Call”

SPENCER — Jason Brewster, the newly elected Town
Moderator of Spencer, is announcing the launch of “The
Brewster Call,” a new community television show on
Spencer Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and focuses on
informed civic participation and respectful dialogue.

Special thanks to Spencer Cable Access for making this
program possible and for its continued commitment to local
programming and community engagement.

“The Brewster Call” is produced by Jason Brewster in
his capacity as a private citizen. The views expressed are
his own and should not be construed as official statements
or positions of the Spencer Town Moderator or the Town
of Spencer.

For questions or episode suggestions, email thebrewster-
call@gmail.com.

Haven Hubacz of
Brookfield graduates

from University of
Rhode Island

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of Rhode Island
celebrated more than 4,000 of its newest alumni during
the University’s 2026 Commencement. Approximately
3,800 undergraduate degrees and 900 graduate degrees
were conveyed to students during the ceremonies which
took place May 15-17.

Haven Hubacz of Brookfield was among the graduates,
receiving a Bachelor of Arts, Elementary Education.

About the University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is a diverse and dynam-
ic community whose members are connected by a com-
mon quest for knowledge. As a global education leader
and the state of Rhode Island’s flagship public research
institution, URI offers distinctive opportunities designed
to meet the global challenges of today’s world and the
rapidly evolving needs of tomorrow. Founded in 1892,
URI now enrolls more than 18,000 students and offers
more than 200 degree programs across nine schools and
colleges. As a land- and sea-grant institution, URI is a
key driver of economic development in Rhode Island and
contributes significantly to the health and vitality of the
state, the New England region, and the nation. To learn
more, visit: uri.edu.

activities. We ask that you

Ecumenical service
to be held on West
Brookfield Common

WEST BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational
Church of W. Brookfield, UCC, and the George Whitefield
United Methodist Church will hold an ecumenical Sunday
morning worship service on the West Brookfield town
common on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. The public is
warmly invited to attend. Extra chairs will be available but
bringing your own is encouraged. Instead of a collection, it
is asked that items for the Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
be brought for donation.

In case of rain, the service will be inside the church at 36
N. Main St.

Please call the Congregational Church for more informa-
tion at 508-867-7078.

Annual Family Fall
Fest open to all!

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The First
Congregational Church of North Brookfield will be hold-
ing its annual Family Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 3 from
noon to 2:30 p.m., with activities for all members of your
family.

The many activities include free hamburgers/
cheeseburgers, chips, lemonade, and apple cider (hot and
cold) for all. There will be a silent auction and cake/pie
sale. A bouncy house, cotton candy machine, popcorn
and games galore for the whole family, including the
infamous {or famous} tug of war between the adults and
the children. Other activities include horse rides, corn
hole, Zumba with Melanie, and the North Brookfield Fire
Department Fire Prevention team.

Come have fun with us! This event is free to all who
attend! Call the church office with any questions at 508-
867-8428.

Girl Scout Troop
welcomes new
members

SPENCER — Girls entering grades Kindergarten and
1 in the fall are invited to join Troop 65501.The troop
meets in Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Girl
membership registration fee is $111, and is active until
September 30, 2027. Financial Assistance is available.

Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls to learn
about leadership, financial literacy, life skills, the outdoors,
community service, science and technology. Girl Scout pro-
gramming is customizable for all types of learners! Previous
Girl Scout experience is not necessary.

You can register for a spot in the troop at https://go.gscwm.
org/troop65501. Questions? E-mail info@gscwm.org or
call 508-365-0115.

About Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts serves
nearly 6,000 girls in grades K through 12 with the strong
support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 186 towns and
cities in central and western Massachusetts. The Girl Scout
program allows girls to discover the fun, friendship, and
power of girls together while building their personal lead-
ership qualities. GSCWM supports girls by giving them
extraordinary opportunities to explore, experience, and
learn about their world and helps girls recognize that they
are vital members of their communities.

East Brookfield
seeks public mput
for Open Space
and Recreation
Plan update

EASTBROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield,
with assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input
from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate
in a survey to share their thoughts on open space, recre-
ational opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public
feedback will help guide the development of the updated
plan, which is required to maintain the Town’s eligibility
for State grant funding for conservation and recreation
projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://
tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at
Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the
Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help
shape the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation
resources, and open spaces.

Vendors wanted
for flea market

on W. Brooktfield
Common

WEST BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational
Church 36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, UCC has been
hosting their Flea Market on the town Common for more
than 50 years. This year the Flea Market will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in
6:30 - 8:30 a.m.).

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying out
basements and attics! No food vendors, please. Spaces are
available for $40 for a 20-by-20-foot grassy spot. Vendors
must bring their own tables and tents. The church will
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold drinks and sweet
treats. Email to fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com for an
application or call Karen at 508-801-7692.

Mark your calendars; the tradition continues!

Leicester Women’s Club meets Sept. 16

LEICESTER — The Leicester Women’s Club’s
September Dinner & Meeting will be Pine Ridge Country
Club on Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. The event is both
a social gathering for members, prospective members and
guests. The dinner, which includes salad, entrée, bread,
dessert, coffee and tea, is $28, payable at the door. A cash
bar is available. For reservations, contact Linda Monahan
at 508-330-9250 before Wednesday, Sept. 9.

The Leicester Women’s Club, founded in 1962, is both
a community service organization and a social club. It is
open to women who are residents of Leicester and sur-
rounding towns. Annual dues are $20, and meetings are
monthly from September through April. Members hold a
basket raffle at the Leicester Harvest Fair in September to
raise money for local scholarships, and a holiday auction in
November to raise money for local charities. For informa-
tion about membership, please call Renee McCue-Hall at
508-892-0186.

Brookfield
Council on
Aging to host
vaccine clinic

t. 14
BROOKFIELD — 'EBrookﬁeld Council on Aging

will host a community vaccine clinic Monday, Sept. 14, at
the Brookfield Congregational Church, 8 Common St.

A variety of vaccines will be available during the clinic,
including COVID-19, influenza, RSV, pneumococcal, shin-
gles, TDaP, MMR and hepatitis vaccines. Both regular and
stronger-dose influenza vaccines will be available.

Other vaccines may also be made available upon request.

Advance registration is required for anyone wishing to
receive a vaccine. Those interested should email seniors@
brookfieldma.us and provide their name, telephone number
and the vaccine or vaccines they would like to receive.

Residents may also register by calling Darlene Dean at
774-200-0778.

The clinic is being sponsored by the Leicester Regional
Public Health Coalition.

Residents interested in receiving one or more vaccina-
tions are encouraged to sign up in advance and specify
each vaccine they are requesting so organizers can prepare
for the clinic.

For Advertising
information
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonehbridge press.news
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Award-winning Puerto Rican film “Esta Isla”
coming to Worcester

WORCESTER — “Esta
Isla” (This Island), the
award-winning feature film
by Puerto Rican filmmak-
ers Lorraine Jones Molina
and Cristian Carretero,
will screen in Worcester
on Sept. 26, bringing the
acclaimed Puerto Rican
film to audiences across
Central Massachusetts.

BoriCorridor, in collab-
oration with Experimento
Lidico and Vejigantes
Restaurant, presents the
screening as part of the
BoriCorridor ~ Screening
Tour, an initiative that
brings Puerto Rican artists
and cultural productions
to communities across the
United States.

“Esta Isla” premiered
at the 2025 Tribeca Film
Festival, where it won
Best New Director and
Best Cinematography and
received a Special Jury
Mention for Best U.S.
Narrative Feature. In 2026,
the film received the John
Cassavetes Award at the
Film Independent Spirit
Awards, further establish-

ing “Esta Isla” as one of
the most recognized Puerto
Rican films in recent years.

Set against the backdrop
of Puerto Rico’s coastlines
and mountains, the film
follows Bebo, a teenag-
er trying to survive amid
economic hardship. After a
violent incident alters his
life, he flees with Lola, a
young woman determined
to escape her circumstanc-

es. Their journey explores
identity, belonging, and
redemption in a Puerto Rico
that is as beautiful as it is
complex.

More than a chase thrill-
er, “Esta Isla” offers a deep-
ly human and contemporary
portrait of Puerto Rican life,
exploring inequality, resil-
ience, and the island’s his-
torical legacy.

“This film was born
in Puerto Rico—from its
landscapes, its contradic-
tions, and its people. Being
able to share it now with
Puerto Rican communities
across the United States is
a very special opportunity
for us,” said Lorraine Jones
Molina, who, along with
Cristian Carretero, directed
and produced the film. The
screening in Worcester will
include a post-screening

discussion, giving audienc-
es an opportunity to engage
directly with the filmmak-
ers and explore the film’s
themes and creative pro-
cess.

“‘Esta Isla’ represents
the kind of stories that
BoriCorridor seeks to bring
to our communities: deeply
Puerto Rican, honest, and
contemporary narratives
that invite us to reflect on

Key to the City awarded to
QCC employee Rocky Knight

Courtesy

From left: QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja, Director of the Auxilium Center for Entrepreneurship at
QCC Rocky Knight and Mayor Joseph Petty.

WORCESTER
— Rocky Knight, a busi-
ness leader, nonprofit
founder and advocate for
youth education, was pre-
sented with the Key to the
City of Worcester during
a ceremony held Thursday,
Aug. 27 at Quinsigamond
Community College in rec-
ognition of her commitment

to empowering and educat-
ing communities locally
and abroad.

The honor continues a
Worcester tradition that
began in 1924 under Mayor
Michael O>Hara and has
been maintained by succes-
sive administrations. Mayor
Joseph Petty presented
Knight with the city>s sym-

bolic honor in recognition
of her leadership, commu-
nity service and educational
impact.

“Rocky’s energy and
commitment can be felt
across every corner of
Worcester,” said Petty.
“Through her educational
initiatives and her steadfast
support for our small busi-

ness community, she has
continually opened doors
for students and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs alike.
Presenting Rocky Knight
with the Key to the City is
our way of saying thank
you for her extraordinary
leadership and heart for our
community.”

Knight is the found-
er of the For One Child
Foundation, a nonprofit that
has impacted over 1,500 stu-
dents across Massachusetts
and rural Jamaica through
educational resources and
infrastructure development.

Through the foundation,
Knight also runs the SATE
program, a weeklong sum-
mer camp focused on sci-
ence, art, technology and
entrepreneurship. The pro-
gram equips teenagers with
skills in business planning,
marketing, artificial intelli-
gence awareness and public
speaking. Program leaders
said many students arrive
shy and reserved but leave
the camp with newfound
confidence and leadership
skills.

“I believe business and
education can build com-

munity, solve problems,
create opportunities and
leave something behind,”
Knight said. “This is a com-
munity story. Everyone in
this room, this key to the
city has your fingerprints
on it too.”

In addition to her non-
profit work, Knight is the
director of the Auxilium
Center for Entrepreneurship
at QCC, which provides
mentoring and resources to
students who are launching
or growing a business. She
has also served as Director
of the CWE-Central MA
Women’s Business Center
and Founder/CEO of Own
Your Legacy Ventures
LLC, an organization that
helps entrepreneurs estab-
lish sustainable businesses
through branding, consult-
ing and strategic planning.

QCC President Dr. Luis
Pedraja praised Knight’s
commitment to service and
community development.

“Rocky brings so much
energy to everything she
does,” Pedraja said. “Her
entrepreneurial spirit has
served the community for
so long and we are fortu-

who we are and how we
relate to our country, our
history, and our diaspora,”
said Elsa Mosquera, found-
er of BoriCorridor.

The Worcester screen-
ing is part of a broader
nine-city  BoriCorridor
Screening Tour that will
bring “Esta Isla” to com-
munities in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Colorado, and
Texas, as well as New York
City.

The tour marks the first
time BoriCorridor has
incorporated film into its
programming, expanding
the range of Puerto Rican
artistic and cultural pro-
ductions it brings to the
diaspora. Supported by the
Mellon Foundation, the
BoriCorridor Tour has spent
the past three years con-
necting Puerto Rican artists
and cultural productions
with communities through-
out the United States.

Tickets and additional
information are available at
boricorridor.com.

nate that she now brings
that spirit to our students
through the Auxilium
Center at QCC.”

Knight was nominat-
ed by Maria Lawson, a
teacher, clinician, and
advocate who serves on
the board of the For One
Child Foundation. Lawson
described Knight as a tire-
less community leader
whose presence can be felt
throughout Worcester.

“Seeing how far she’s
come is an inspiration to
us all,” Lawson said. “She
constantly lifts up others,
and this community is
blessed to have her. She’s a
powerhouse.”

Her commitment to
community empowerment
has earned her numer-
ous accolades, including
the Worcester Business
Journal’s 40 Under 40
Award (2024), Worcester
Magazine’s Woman to
Watch (2025) and recog-
nition as a Massachusetts
Commonwealth Heroine
(2025).

Cleaner parks and stronger connections come from
QCC Community Service Day

WORCESTER — QCC
employees recently rolled
up their sleeves for the
College’s Community
Service Day, a collabora-
tive volunteer initiative
designed to strengthen
community  connections
through hands-on service.

Participants from depart-
ments across the College
donned gloves and grabbed
trash bags to clean up

four Worcester parks:
Burncoat, Elm, Institute
and University. Together,
the volunteers collected and
removed more than 150
pounds of litter.

“This event is a first step
of many,” said Mendrick
Banzuela, program admin-
istrator for the Office of
Access, Opportunity, and
Institutional Compliance
(AOIC). “With our inten-

tions in the right place, we
can take action to have a
positive impact on our com-
munity together. We have
already received encour-
agement from our neigh-
bors who saw us and appre-
ciated what we did.”

The Community Service
Day event resulted from a
collaboration between the
Office of AOIC and QCC'’s
Healthcare = Simulation

Support Technician Paul
Ledoux, who is the found-
er of Worcester Litter
Incorporated.

“The idea is to build
camaraderie amongst the
QCC community and allow
us to connect even deep-
er into the area Quinsig
serves,” Ledoux said.

Ledoux started Worcester
Litter Incorporated as a
volunteer-driven environ-

Bay Path Continuing Education’s
fall catalog available

CHARLTON — We are excited to
announce that the Fall 2026 catalog
is now available at www.baypath.net/
bpce. There is something for every-
one, featuring offerings in trades exam
continuing education,
professional development, health &
wellness, art, food & entertaining,
financial wellness, and much more.

Here are some of the new class-

preparations,

es available:
Basket Weaving
Breadmaking and more

Tai Chi
and more

Line Dancing

Yoga for All

Gluten-Free Pasta Making
Japanese Ikebana Flower Design
Professional Writing

Additionally, we have returning
favorites including:

Ballroom Dancing
Stained Glass Making
Bob Ross Art Classes

Together
Registration Opens on July 20 —
Make sure to sign up early for the

classes that catch your interest so you
don’t miss this opportunity! You can

reach us at www.baypath.net/bpce or
call 508-248-5971, ext. 1715.

Bay

Path has been providing engaging

Classes for Two People to Take

adult continuing education classes for
the past 30 years, conveniently located
at 57 Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton.

mental initiative focused
on improving public spac-
es through grassroots lit-
ter removal, environmen-
tal education and creative
community engagement.
What began as a person-
al effort, picking up litter
while walking his dog,
quickly grew into a commu-
nity movement. As friends
and community members
asked to join him, Ledoux
began organizing group
cleanup events and shar-
ing their impact on social

media, attracting even more
volunteers and support.
Ledoux’s cleanup exper-
tise proved invaluable for
QCC’s Community Service
Day, which garnered posi-
tive feedback from employ-
ees who reported feeling
accomplished and engaged
with the people and envi-
ronment around them.
QCC is also exploring
other opportunities to pro-
vide service through hands-
on volunteering with other
organizations.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news
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PROGRAMS

continued from page Al

The goal of CTE pro-
grams is to blend standard
academics with technical
and trade training so stu-
dents can earn industry cer-
tifications, prepare for col-
lege, or enter the workforce
directly after graduating
from High School.

Leicester winning formu-
la starting with the fortu-
itous purchase of the former
Becker College’s Leicester
campus with the support of
more than 80 percent of the
voting residents.

As promised, after some
unfortunate delays, the
investment is beginning to
pay off. The college cam-
pus atmosphere and the
added CTE programs are
not only popular with par-
ents and students but are
drawing tuition paying stu-
dents from area towns.

Kustigian points to the
success of the ongoing Pre-
nursing, Electrical, Building
& Property Maintenance,
Early Education & Care,
Hospitality, = Advanced
Manufacturing, Business
and & Finance, and
Culinary Arts programs as
just a beginning.

“The enthusiasm and
excitement of those class-
es has also benefited the
basic curriculum through
added focus and discipline
to task,” he stated.

Committee member and
Select Board Chair Doug
Belanger has been referring
residents to an article in
the online national news-
paper The Guardian titled
“the Jobs Al Can’t Do; And
The Young People Who Are
Doing Them!” It reports
on the rapidly growing
demand for hands-on job
training like CTE programs.

The article emphasizes that
the lack of skilled labor is
driving salary and benefits
to unprecedented heights
for the young people that
have participated in training
programs.

Belanger connected the
article to what Leicester
High School is doing with
our growing CTE programs,
commenting, “Instead of
being burdened with tens
of thousands of dollars
in College debt, some of
our kids will graduate and
immediately earn a very
comfortable living.”

He often adds with a
smile, “Our kids and grand-
kids will be able to move
out of their parents’ house
before they turn 40.”

Selectman Kevin
Menard, owner/operator
of KM Kelly Electric and
Building Committee Chair,
pointed out that this project
group is one of the stron-
gest this town has ever put
together.

Menard, with 45 years of
experience in the Building
Trades, states, ‘“Nationally
there is a serious short-
age of electricians, HVAC
Techs, and plumbers. The
current and newly planned
CTE programs offer an
excellent career path for the
Leicester and surrounding
towns students.”

Committee Member Jim
Reinke runs Trust Built
Restoration inc., a large
Building and Contracting
Company and also serves
as Chair of the School
Committee and a member
of the Planning Board.

Reinke has coined the
phrase that became the
guiding light for project:
“We’ll keep cost down by
making decisions based on
“gritty not pretty!”

He further explains that
mantra by stating that, “We
want to build with quality
and functionality in mind,
but frills are not necessarily
either of those things.”

DPW  Director Kiris
Luzon contributes his exper-
tise to practical designs that
consider upkeep and main-
tenance of buildings and
grounds.

The Director stated, “The
town representatives on
this Building Committee
have continually made
suggestions to Terva, the
Project Management com-
pany, Raymond Design,
the Architectural firm, and
the award-winning General
Contractors, Commodore
Builders.”

Supporting Menard’s sen-
timents, Luzon added, “The
collective experience and
expertise on this Committee
has actually reduced cost
by millions and millions of
dollars without sacrificing
the quality or mission of the
project.”

In addition to those list-
ed above, the committee
has the benefit of getting
input from a diverse and
talented group of Leicester
professionals  including
School Committee mem-
ber John Higgins, Assistant
Superintendent Rich Lind,

High School Principal
Ted Zawada, Director
of Finance and Business
Nick Packard, and Town

Administrator David
Genereux.
The town has been

approved to receive up to
64 percent, with incen-
tives, of covered costs
through the Massachusetts
School Building Assistance
Program (MSBA). The
Committee will continue
working with the Designers,
Engineers, Contractors, and
the State, right up to Town

RON

DISCOVER

Bring your family’s memorial back to
its original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:

Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 ¢ 1500 Main St.» Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

=
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Town-to-Town

CLASS

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

IFIEIDS

Meeting to keep costs down
while providing the facil-
ities required to include
the proposed new Trade
Programs.

However, to be com-
pletely transparent with
taxpayers, they have release
preliminary estimates, with
the intent to produce final
figures well in advance of
asking taxpayers to vote for
a “Debt Exclusion.”

A debt exclusion is not
an override, as it is a tem-
porary increase is taxation

which only lasts until the
debt is paid, where an over-
ride is a permanent increase
in taxation.

After factoring in the pro-
jected share from the state
for eligible costs, the cost
of the debt is expected to
add approximately fifty-six
cents per thousand dollars
of property value to annu-
al tax bills. The average
Leicester home is valued
by the Town Accessor at
$453,231, which would
mean an additional $256
per year until the debt is

paid off.

With a positive vote at
Town Meeting on Oct. 27
and a majority vote on the
town ballot question in
the Massachusetts General
Election on Nov. 3, renova-
tions of some of the older
buildings would begin with
the intent to offer training
in the additional Trades of
Plumbing, HVAC (Heating,
Ventilations, and Cooling),
and Veterinarian Services.

Health Foundation of Central
Massachusetts names new

Director of Strategic Initiatives

WORCESTER — The
Health Foundation of
Central Massachusetts has
announced the appointment
of Courtney Pelley as the
organization’s first director
of strategic initiatives.

In this role, Pelley will
support the organization’s
advocacy, capacity build-
ing, communications, and
community engagement
activities, building on The
Health Foundation’s posi-
tion as a trusted leader on
issues affecting the health
and wellbeing of Central
Massachusetts residents.

“Courtney has spent her
career working to advance
health equity and address
social determinants of
health, which are core to
The Health Foundation’s
mission to improve health
in the region,” said Amie
Shei, president and CEO
of The Health Foundation
of Central Massachusetts.
“Her expertise will be
invaluable as we leverage
our full suite of philan-
thropic tools to respond to
critical health challenges
and implement a new stra-
tegic plan aimed at deepen-
ing our impact.”

Pelley previously served
as senior vice president
of external affairs at the

774-200-7308

Courtney Pelley

Edward M. Kennedy
Community Health Center
where she supported board
governance and led strate-
gic partnerships, govern-
ment relations, and advo-
cacy efforts. She served as
an administrative fellow in
the Mass General Brigham
system, where she worked
closely with the Center for
Community Health and
Health Equity at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital, and
is also a Teach for America
alumna.

“Born in  Worcester
and raised in Leicester, |
am proud to call Central
Massachusetts home,” said
Pelley. “It is an honor to
join The Health Foundation
team and a privilege to con-
tribute to its mission. I look
forward to working along-
side our partners and com-
munities to strengthen con-
nections, navigate evolving
needs, and advance special
initiatives that create mean-
ingful, lasting impact across
the region.”

Pelley earned a
Bachelor’s degree in neu-
roscience from Wellesley
College and a master’s
degree in interpreting and
translation studies with a
focus in intercultural ser-
vices in health care from
Wake Forest University.
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Place your ad‘tog
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She was the recipient of
Worcester Academy’s
Young Alumni Award in
2019 and was named one
of the Worcester Business
Journal’s 40 Under Forty
in 2018.

About The  Health
Foundation of Central
Massachusetts

The Health Foundation
of Central Massachusetts
is dedicated to improving
the health of those who
live or work in Central
Massachusetts, with partic-
ular emphasis on vulnera-
ble populations and unmet
needs. Through its unique
and impactful approach to
grantmaking, The Health
Foundation supports com-
munity-identified health
issues, with health defined
broadly to include social
determinants of health
and with a focus on pro-
moting health equity. As
a health conversion foun-
dation launched in 1999
following the sale of the
not-for-profit HMO Central
Massachusetts Health
Care Inc., The Health
Foundation’s grants have
totaled over $62 million to
250 unique organizations
over its history. For more
information, visit www.
thfcm.org.
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FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

2011
Lincoln

Town Car

205,000 miles

Leather seats, airbags,
recent michilan tires.

Very dependable.
New manifold.

$2,900 oBO
774-635-9056

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Three bedroom
first floor

apartment in

Southbridge
comes

with garage

508-764-6425

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

BOY SCOUT
TROOP 273

Universal Tag Parkin

Early Birds (8am to 9am) e $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

Grouped Items: Electronics -
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

YI.\RI%ALE

SATURDAY, SEPT 19TH

Lot,
36 Hall Road, Dudley

stereos, speakers, etc.
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REAL ESTAT

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

hope2o0wn.com |
508.943.4333 e

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Webster - 106 Eact Wain St (Ree IE)

éamm@zcmé Oppontunity! ( i
Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely Hi
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts

- . close proximity to Successful National Franchised

- -~ Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

0 mLs #73512426 $ 615,000

This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +-, 4 BRs
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen
is a culinary enthusiast's delight, featuring a dining
area wipicturesque views! Sleek stainless steel
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-

e ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated
amblance enhanced by hardwood floors, crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For special occa-
sions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm wisliders to a very private deck.
Also provides a 2 car att'd garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded
by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347  $589,900

We&z‘m 18 DDonats #ve

# THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+, 2
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room. Situated on a
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage,
- a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
~ RAGE! Conveniently located in East
| Village. First Time Offered!

- MLS #73534105 $333,000

E W’% o
1 SORRY, SOLD!

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
WAl We&m z’aée %mgmz

D Open House Saturday Sunday 12-2
2 < Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
(7 J Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!

(T Featwed New Listing! )
24 Lawcluood De X
We&m ,Zaée Wazezgmz

On the shores of prestigious
Webster Lake! Experience
ultra-luxury  lakefront  living
with direct water access. This
young modern craftsman lake
8 home is masterly designed to
maximize panoramic Western
views through a two-story ar-
W chitectural tower. The home

. boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of
sophisticated, three-story living
space, complete with multilevel
waterside decks, a radius stone
- faced patio, and a tiered land-
- scape with its own waterfall.
From morning coffee to sunset
gatherings, you will enjoy every
4 minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet
main level features a spacious
open floor plan, welcoming you
into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity,
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless,
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting
memories! MLS#73563787 $1,750,000

Banlon Villa, |

a0

( i

We&m 55 Stater szeez

e
Open House Saturday 12-2
Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 NEW PRICE $464,900

Webster - 24 (oopen RA
%ew&mma Craftsman Style lome

OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY 4 - 6:30
Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-

. side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
| rms, 4 brs, 3 % baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
. sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
w/ slider. Central AC, garage

$649,000

MLS # 73534271

eatuned Tew Listing!
7 60 WAKEFIELD AVE
RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real
estate package combining the financial benefits of
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium,

}Presentlng a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featurlng

direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with

[
Ll |

' K
|2 NS

4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con-
venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900.

a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in
. a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private
| beach and boat dock. MLS# 73564208 $525,000

L s
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=y
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- PRIVACY
NEW CONSTRUCTION- 2 ACRES

*What an Opportunity to Enjoy Nature,
Yet Be Close to Schools and Shopping
*Completely Finished with
Quality Workmanship and Upgrades
*30” Great Room * 2.5 Baths * 2 Acres
* Gas Heat *Hardwood Floors
* Gourmet Kitchen with
Quartz Countertops and Center Island

12} mis|

128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000

SUTTON SPACIOUS COLONIAL 1.41 ACRES Buyer Representation
*1.5 Baths Available!
*3 Bedroom Let’s Talk Real Estate!!!
“Lst Hoor We Can Help You
Family Room Negotiat
*Hardwood Flooring cgotiate
*3 Bedroom * Gas Heat Your New Home
*Convenient Call For A
to Major Routes Consultation Now!

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When Call for a Reservation!!!

ERA Key Realty

Experi&:nce T eattor Real Estate Coffee Hour
¥ c an tment e eattorcom 9/12/2026 11am to 12 noon
ommitme Donnaflannery@erakey net Buying or selling a CondominumWhat You Need to Know!
M atter OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

*What are Condo Reserves?

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER * ..
Are there Restrictions?

SERVICE

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk

ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) g *What Do My Fees Cover?
— 508.612.1382 = SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME i zZymcza ( o
I//u- ria RFIHA;\\I MESRealty.com Q ERAHALLOFFAME 3, Q CRS, GRI, SRES ffﬁ ReMax Vision o[
\\' Vision, ) ty . — : — 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = Ems|
=~ Mary@WillSellit.com | g S e AN S 7 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

-~ Make the

move/!

Find the homes
of your

neighborhood
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New school year off to a successful start at All Saints Academy

=
=
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WEBSTER — All Saints
Academy is off to a won-
derful start! The first week
of the 2026-2027 school
year was a huge success,
filled with excitement,
friendship, faith, learning,
and new beginnings.

The week began with stu-

dents and families gather-
ing for a special evening of
reconnecting and catching
up on summer adventures
while enjoying ice cream
and delicious treats from a
food truck and the 8th grade
class. It was a wonderful
opportunity for our school

community to come togeth-
er before the start of another
exciting year.

The following day,
students in Grades 1-8
returned to the classrooms,
eager and ready to learn,
grow, and make new mem-
ories. Teachers welcomed
students into engaging
learning environments as
they began building class-
room communities, estab-
lishing routines, and pre-
paring for a year filled with
academic challenges and
opportunities.

On Wednesday, our
youngest learners in

Preschool and Kindergarten
officially joined the ASA
family, bringing even more
excitement and energy to
our hallways. These early
years are an important foun-
dation for a lifelong love of
learning, and our youngest
students are already begin-
ning to explore, discover,
create, and develop the
social and academic skills
that will help them flourish.

Faith was also at the heart
of our opening week. Fr.
Javier warmly welcomed
students back to school, and
Fr. Lucas LaRoche visited
All Saints Academy to bless

our school as we begin a
new academic year. During
this beautiful liturgical rite,
Fr. LaRoche sprinkled the
school with holy water and
offered prayers to sanctify
our educational environ-
ment.

The prayers invoked
Christ to grant peace,
assign guardian angels to
watch over our school,
inspire teachers with wis-
dom and knowledge, and
guide students in virtuous
work. In addition to bless-
ing the school building,
Fr. LaRoche blessed each
classroom, as well as the

gym, nurse’s office, and
playground, praying for a
year filled with faith, learn-
ing, friendship, joy, and
God’s blessings.

What a beautiful way
to begin the 2026-2027
school year! We are incred-
ibly grateful to Fr. LaRoche
and Fr. Javier for their con-
tinued prayers and support
of our school community,
and to the families who
entrust their children to our
care each day. Together, we
look forward to a wonderful
year filled with faith, learn-
ing, growth, and friendship.

BAY PATH’S CAREER TECHNICAL INITIATIVE GRADUATES
THIRD BUILDING MAINTENANCE COHORT

CHARLTON —

Bay Path’s Career

to employment in fields where employers are

r"Quality counts S 1
when no one Ll ACCREDITED
is looking." _BBB.

Asphalt paving

for over 50 years, A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

SPENCER, MA.
774-261-5181

ESTABLISHED 1963 & 7

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator J

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy
Seated, left to right: R. Zhou (Grafton), L. Pena (Southbridge), D.Raczka (Spencer), A. Vasquez
(Worcester). From left to right, standing: Y. Mao (Grafton), W. Vega (Worcester), J. Wickens
(Worcester), S. Shankara (Shrewsbury), J. Sweet (Worcester), and J. Watler (Worcester).

AUTO & TIRE HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

FULL
DETAILING
k= Insitle & Out

TRy

Full Auto Body
& Automotive Repair
0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires
Check Engine Light

Batteries & Featuring:

Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
ATOCARE £ ree wjoil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

H== 508-867-9736

McNeely Tree Service
Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured
¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ 60 ton Crane

¢ Bohcat Rental

e Lot Clearing

¢ Storm Clean-up

¢ Log Length Firewood
¢ Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

e ™= = e

Technical Initiative (CTI) celebrated its third
graduating class of adult learners on Aug.
12, honoring 10 students who completed the
200-hour Building Maintenance certificate
program. The graduation luncheon, held on
Bay Path’s campus, brings the program’s
total number of graduates to 30 since its
launch in September 2024.

This cohort traveled to
Charlton from Worcester, Spencer, South
Grafton, Southbridge, Oxford, Shrewsbury
and ranged from 22 to 50 years old. Each
will leave the program with supports that
can lead to job placement, OSHA 10,
Bloodborne Pathogens, Asbestos Awareness,
Ladder Safety, Scaffolding Safety and Fall
Protection certifications; a year of access
to Interplay’s virtual reality trades training
simulations and a fully stocked toolbox of
the trade, presented at the ceremony in front
of family and friends.

“The goal of this program is really to
help people get into good-paying, in-demand
careers by removing the barriers that often
keep adults from going back to school or
getting the training they need,” said Jibrael
Younis, Operations Manager for Mass Hire,
the state agency working with Bay Path to
facilitate the CTI program. “We partner with
vocational schools like Bay Path to provide
industry-focused training that leads directly

CLEAN OUT N
) o ’
House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics

Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years” experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -2-
Free Estimates BBB

actively hiring for jobs that provide sustain-
able, livable wages.”

Demand for the program continues to
grow. Bay Path has scheduled cohorts
through 2028, and applications for the next
Building Maintenance cohort are open now,
closing once the program receives 24 appli-
cations or by Aug. 26, whichever comes first.
The program is open to all Massachusetts
residents 18 and older who qualify.

Among this cohort’s graduates are adult
students charting distinct paths into the
trades. One graduate is using the certificate
as a springboard toward a career in building
inspection.

“I was previously working in the IT field
and that field is shrinking because of Al
technology. I needed to develop a different
skill set,” said Jeff from Worcester. “I feel
good, I feel like I accomplished something,
taking a first step down a path for a new skill
set. Job hunting is my next step; I’'m not sure
if 'l go back to the IT field or if I'm going
to commit to switching over to facilities
maintenance. Regardless, having the skillset
will be valuable and even if I don’t do it for
a job, I'll save me thousands if not tens of
thousands in the future with home repair and
maintenance.”

“I wanted to further my education and
knowledge,” said Anne from Worcester. “I
liked being in the program; it helped
me learn more things. I do renova-
tions. I'm proud. It doesn’t hurt to do it; you
get the knowledge, the experience, and you
can go out and further your job opportunities
and your resume. My plans after this are to
find a job, find a house, and try to find some-
thing in this career field. Ultimately, I want
to join the military but the things I’ve learned
here I can take with me.”

Bay Path’s CTI Building Maintenance pro-
gram prepares adult learners for entry-level
careers in building and property maintenance
through hands-on and classroom instruction.
Since launching in September 2024, the
program has graduated 30 adult learners and
built a growing pipeline of skilled trades-
people for the state. In addition to Building
Maintenance, Bay Path’s CTI offers addition-
al programs in Diesel Technology, HVAC,
Electrical, Welding, Automotive Collision
Repair, Automotive Technology, Culinary,
and Manufacturing.

“Bay Path has been such a great part-
ner because they provide excellent hands-
on training that’s aligned with what local
employers are looking for, giving gradu-
ates in-demand skills and credentials that
make them immediately employable for
local jobs that offer great wages,” Younis
said. “Beyond the classroom, participants
also receive support throughout the pro-
cess including job readiness, career coach-
ing and connecting directly to employers.
Through Bay Path and MassHire, we can
often help with supportive services, provid-
ing free tools and equipment, and funding
for transportation and even childcare, so
people can focus on completing their training
instead of worrying about those barriers.”

About Bay Path
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High
School prepares students for both college and
careers through a rigorous blend of academic
coursework and hands-on technical training.
Accredited by the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges, Bay Path serves ten
Southern Worcester County communities:
Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, Southbridge,
Spencer, and Webster. Opening in 1972 atop
Muggett Hill, the school has spent more than
five decades offering 23 career areas along-
side its academic program.



