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Students at David Prouty High School observe the blanket race held as part of this year’s Homecoming celebration. Photo courtesy of the high

Leicester Women’s Club
hosting Holiday Auction

LEICESTER — The
Leicester Women’s Club
will host their annual

Holiday Auction at Pine
Ridge Country Club on
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at 6
pm. The event is both a
social gathering for mem-
bers, guests and friends,
as well as a fundraiser for
local charities, including
Hearts for Heat, McAuley
Nazareth, Inc. and the
Leicester Food Pantry.
Donated items include food
& wine, homemade baked
goods, holiday décor, bas-

kets and gifts. Purchases
with cash or checks only,
please. Women’s Club
members and non-members
are welcome, but reserva-
tions are required.

The dinner, which
includes salad, entrée, bread,
dessert, coffee and tea, is
$28, payable at the door. A
cash bar is available. For
reservations, contact Linda
Monahan at 508-330-9250
before Wednesday, Nov. 12.

The Leicester Women’s
Club, founded in 1962,
is both a community ser-
vice organization and a

social club. It is open to
women who are residents of
Leicester and surrounding
towns. Annual dues are $20,
and meetings are month-
ly from September through
April. Members hold a bas-
ket raffle at the Leicester
Harvest Fair in September
to raise money for local
scholarships, and a holiday
auction in November to
raise money for local char-
ities. For information about
membership, please call
Renee McCue-Hall at 508-
892-0186.

Trunk or
Treat event
planned
in North
Brookfield

NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield
Parks and Recreation, along with NBEMA,
will sponsor a Halloween Trunk or Treat event
Friday, Oct. 31 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on the Town
Common. Anyone wishing to set up a trunk is
asked to arrive by 4:45 p.m. Snacks, including hot
dogs and cady, will also be available at the Senior
Center.

Spencer Pavement Management Plan report now available

SPENCER — The Town of
Spencer retained BETA Group,
Inc. (BETA) in 2024 to update
its Pavement Management
Program (PMP) and provide
services to better maintain the
town’s roadway network. This
project included a pavement
condition assessment along all
town-maintained roadways. This
comprehensive study was under-
taken with the goal of estab-
lishing an extensive database to
reflect current pavement condi-
tions to facilitate planning efforts.

The PMP is a planning tool
intended to provide the founda-
tion to manage the town’s road-
way resources in conjunction
with local institutional knowl-
edge. Ultimately, these efforts
will assist in the development of
a dynamic Capital Improvement
Plan for the town’s roadway net-
work.

The town is committed to main-
taining the PMP and improving
its roadway network. This will
be achieved by preserving and
maintaining the existing infra-

structure to the greatest extent
possible.

The roadway survey in
Spencer, consisting of paved,
town maintained roadways, was
completed in the Fall of 2024. A
total of 97 and a half centerline
miles were inspected, serving
as the basis for this report. The
required field inspections were
performed autonomously utiliz-
ing a lidar sensor mounted on
a vehicle. As the vehicle trav-
eled each roadway, a 3D digi-
tal point cloud was developed

and all roadway assets within a
50-foot radius of the lidar sensor
were scanned and populated. As
part of the data collection, imag-
es were captured, georeferenced
and timestamped every 20-foot
section of roadway.

Upon completion of the field
data collection, proprietary algo-
rithms and Al machine learning
technology were run to identi-
fy pavement surface distresses
such as cracks, potholes, seals,

Turn To PLAN page A7

Students at Knox Trail Middle School listen raptly as Spencer School Resource Officer Todd Laporte and Caroline from the Outreach Team of the
Worcester District Attorney’s deliver a presentation on vaping last week. Photo courtesy of the police department’s Facebook page.
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DOT to hold
virtual public
hearing on
Route 9 project

SPENCER — A Virtual Design
Public Hearing will be hosted on
the MassDOT Web site Tuesday,
Nov. 18 at 5:30 p.m. to present the
design for the proposed project in
Spencer - East Brookfield.

The purpose of this hearing is to
provide the public with the oppor-
tunity to become fully acquaint-
ed with the proposed project. All
views and comments submitted
in response to the hearing will be
reviewed and considered to the
maximum extent possible.

The proposed project consists
of improvements along Route 9
and at the intersection of Route 9
and Route 49 in the Towns of East
Brookfield and Spencer. The work
involves construction of a cement
concrete roundabout, improved
bike and pedestrian accommoda-
tions, lighting, and upgrades to
pavement, drainage, pavement
markings, and signage. The pro-
posed pedestrian accommodations
consist of five-foot-wide side-
walks along Route 9 and a shared
use path at the roundabout. The
proposed bicycle accommoda-
tions consist of five-foot buffered
bicycle lanes along Route 9 and a
shared use path at the roundabout.
Pedestrian and bicycle accommo-
dations have been provided in
accordance with applicable design
guides.

A secure right-of-way is neces-
sary for this project. Acquisitions
in fee and permanent or temporary
easements may be required. The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
is responsible for acquiring all
needed rights in private or public
lands. MassDOT’s policy con-
cerning land acquisitions will be
presented in the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regarding
the proposed undertaking may be
submitted to Carrie E. Lavallee,
PE., Chief Engineer, via e-mail to
MassDOTProjectManagement@
dot.state.ma.us or via US Mail to
Suite 7550, 10 Park Plaza, Boston,
MA 02116, Attention: Project
Management, Project File No.
613097. Statements and exhibits
intended for inclusion in the hear-
ing transcript must be emailed or
postmarked no later than 10 busi-
ness days (14 calendar days) after
the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. MassDOT
provides reasonable accommoda-
tions and/or language assistance
free of charge upon request (e.g.,
interpreters in American Sign
Language and languages other
than English, live captioning,
videos, assistive listening devices
and alternate material formats), as
available. For accommodation or
language assistance, please con-
tact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity
and Civil Rights Officer by phone
(857-368-8580), TTD/TTY at
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 368-
0602 or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).
Requests should be made as soon
as possible and prior to the

hearing, and for more diffi-
cult to arrange services includ-
ing sign-language, CART or lan-
guage translation or interpretation,
requests should be made at least
ten business days before the hear-
ing.

This hearing will be hosted,
or a cancellation announcement
posted, on the Internet at

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.
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Safe boating certificate course scheduled
at Milford High School

MILFORD The United
States Coast Guard Auxiliary Tri-
State Flotilla, Massachusetts will
be instructing a boating safety
class Saturday, Nov. 8 from 9
am.-5 p.m. that meets current
state  mandated educational
requirements.

The Boat America Course is
offered in a one-day format devel-
oped to provide the skills and
confidence needed to explore the
coast and inland waters by boat.
Basic knowledge and skills are
needed to have safe and enjoyable
boating experiences.

This course is perfect for fam-
ilies that have just purchased any
type of boat or are planning to
in the future, and for the boat-
er keeping up with changes to
boating regulations and laws.
Basic marlinespike seamanship
(knots etc.) will also be includ-

ed. Successful completion of the
course will certify any minor,
from 12 to 16 years of age, to
operate a powerboat, including
a Personal Water Craft / Jet Ski
(for 16 & 17-year-old operators),
on all Massachusetts waters;
in conjunction with the Mass.
Environmental Police. Approved
by National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA) it will also cover the
requirements to operate a ves-
sel in most other states & many
countries where boating safety
education is mandatory including
Rhode Island and Connecticut.
The Hanson-Milone Boater
Safety Act, signed into Mass.
Law January 8, will now require
ALL Mass. motorboat operators
to complete an approved Safe
Boating Certificate course before
April 1, 2026 for anyone born

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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after Jan. 1, 1998, and by April 1,
2028 for boaters born before Jan.
1, 1998. Enforcement of the new
law will begin on Sept. 1, 2026.
This course meets the future
Mass. requirement. Most boating
insurance companies offer a dis-
count on premiums for successful
completion of this course.

Participants 16 years old and
under must be accompanied, in
person, by a registered parent/
guardian. Space is limited, so
register soon:

Milford High School courses
offered at 31 West Fountain St.,
Milford.

Registration is  managed
through the Milford Community
School Use Program,

https://milfordcommunitypro-
gram.activityreg.com/selectactiv-
ity_t2.wcs

Adult-Fall-2025 - Boat America
Certificate Class

or call Laura Farrell (508) 478-
1119, email Ilfarrell@milfordma.
com;

The registration deadline is Oct.
25

For additional USCGAux.
information: phil.uscgaux@veri-
zon.net or (508) 478-3778.

To locate these and other
USCG Auxiliary courses (BA and
BS&S) that will meet certification
requirements go to: https://www.
cgaux.org/boatinged/class_finder/
index.php

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is
the uniformed civilian component
of the U.S. Coast Guard and sup-
ports the Coast Guard in nearly
all mission areas. The Auxiliary
was created by Congress in 1939.
For more information, please visit
WWW.CZaux.org.

News Publications, Local
Cable Access Channels, and
Organizations:

We would appreciate coverage
in your next issues covering ALL
locations or posting as soon as
possible on your website, channel,
or bulletin board!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT
Phil Kubat - Public Education

Officer — USCGAux. 10-2

The following is for copy/paste
use by Cable Access Channels to
ensure the print is legible as post-
ed in your system....

If posting the full press release
body, please adjust font size or
split on two pages/screens...

also, the artwork could be used
in posting...

The following pages can also
be printed and used for posting at
your location to help us reach the
local boating community.

BOAT AMERICA
One-Day  Boating
Safety Course for State

Cretifications

Milford High School

Course offered by your local

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Tri-
State Flotilla, Massachusetts

Registration is  managed
through the Milford Community
School Use Program, Adult-
Educational https://milfordcom-
munityprogram.activityreg.com/
selectactivity_t2.wcs#

or Laura Farrell (508) 478-
1119 email Ifarrell@milfordma.
com; keeping in mind that avail-
ability is limited. The registration
deadline is Oct. 25. Participants
16 years of age and under must
be accompanied, in person, by a
registered parent/guardian.

For additional USCGAux.
information: phil.uscgaux@veri-
zon.net or (508) 478-3778

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING
TOWN OF SPENCER

The Town of Spencer Water Department
will be flushing fire hydrants throughout

BOAT AMERICA the

eastern part of the distribution

system starting October 1% thru October

One-Day  Boating
Safety Course for State
Certifications

Milford High School

Saturday November 8,
2025

WWwWw.spencerma.gov
8:00AM (click on Departments, then
click Water

31 West Fountain
Street, Milford, MA....9
AMto 5 PM

24" 2025.

Flushing removes sediment from the
water mains to help maintain water
quality. When
staff is in the immediate area, residents

the Water Department

could experience loss of pressure and
short periods of rusty water. We are sorry
for any inconvenience this may cause. A
daily list of the flushing locations will be
posted on the Spencer town website

each day by

Department, then click Hydrant Flushing

The Hanson-Milone
Boater Safety Act,
signed into Mass. Law
January 8, will now
require ALL motorboat

2025). If you have any concerns, please
feel free to contact the Spencer Water
Department office at 508-885-7525.
Thank you.

operators to complete
an approved Safe
Boating  Certificate
course before April 1,

SPENCER ALMANAC

2026 for anyone born
after 1/1/1998, and
by April 1, 2028 for
boaters born before
1/1/1998. Enforcement
of the new law will
begin on September
1, 2026. This course
meets requirement.

Notable event in Texas history
Cool!

Subset of Judaism

Newly entered cadet

Snatch quickly
Have already done
Therefore

Mysteriously

Square measures
Google certification (abbr.)
Singer Hansard
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.

Back and Shoulder Problems

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave,, Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Vasopressin
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TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@stoncbridgepress.news
OR send to Spencer New Leader
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REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

$175,000, 109 Webber Rd, Rogers,
William P, to Lamoureux, Steven.

$50,000, S Maple St, Pisiakowski,
Joseph, to Chaffee 3rd, Richard.

EAST BROOKFIELD

None

LEICESTER

$800,000, 6 Brickyard Rd, Mendes,
Belmira, and Qs Lending T, to Qs
Lending T, and Ross, Steven A.

$550,000, 28 Leela Ln, Burnett, Karen
J, to Oneill, Joel, and Oneill, Jennifer.

$526,000, 74 Virginia Dr #74, Rene L
Daoust Jr Irt, and Daoust Jr, Rene L, to
Porcaro, Patricia, and Porcaro, Richard.

$470,000, 171 White Birch St,
Peduzzi, Robert J, to Lucier, Adam R,
and Marois, Madison R.

$390,000, 1669 Main St, Hanna J
Joseph Trust-2009, and Joseph, Maria H,
to Delacruz, Koroshe.

$190,000, Pine St #3R2, Pmz
Development LLC, to Boulder Park
Realty LLC.

$190,000, Pine St #9, Pmz
Development LLC, to Boulder Park
Realty LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$260,000, 229 N Main St, Tyler, Ann
G, to North Brkfield Liquor LLC.

SPENCER

$480.,000, 10 Sampson St, Jette Janet
E Est, and Jette Jr, Ronald J, to Spencer,
Jessica.

$419,000, 16 Bay Path Rd, Kennen
Irt, and Sanders, Christin, to Mascroft,
Carol A.

$380,000, 31 Mcdonald St, Rivera,
Lourdes, to Santana, Jose A, and Blanco,
Damaris.

WARREN

None

WEST BROOKFIELD

$650,000, 52 Wickaboag Valley Rd,
Martin, Katherine N, to Burnett, Karen J.

$365,000, 9 Wickaboag Valley Rd,
Merry, Ann, to Phaneuf, Haran.

$107,000, 39 Foster Hill Rd, Nac
Ventures LLC, to Wb 39 Foster Hill Rd
RET, and Roach, Edward G.

$20,000, 69 Lyon Rd, Rivers, Neil
F, and Rivers, Susan J, to Henrishon,
David, and Henrishon, Barbara.
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Girls on the Run to host 5K celebration
at Polar Park Nov. 16

WORCESTER — Girls
on the Run Worcester
County is excited to
announce the return of its
highly anticipated end-of-
season 5K Celebration,
scheduled for Nov. 16 at
Polar Park in Worcester.
This non-competitive, fam-
ily-friendly 5K serves as
the culminating end-of-sea-
son event for local Girls
on the Run participants and
as a community gathering
focused on fun, connection,
and empowerment.

Girls on the Run com-
bines physical activity with
engaging lessons to help
participants build self-con-
fidence, foster healthy rela-
tionships, and develop vital
life skills. Over the course
of the 8 week program, par-

ticipants prepare to com-
plete a 5K, while learning
how to set goals, over-
come challenges, and make
a positive impact in their
communities. At the 5K
Celebration, girls have the
opportunity to employ the
skills they have learned and
achieve the goals they’ve
been working toward all
season long.

“We are thrilled to host
our 22nd 5K Celebration
and witness the joy and
pride of our participants
as they cross the finish
line,” said Karen Spencer,
Executive Director of Girls
on the Run Worcester
County. “Since the first
practice, these girls have
been working hard to fulfill
this goal all while learning

new skills, building con-
fidence, and becoming a
team. This fall season, we
will have over 450 GOTR
girl participants, plus their
Running Buddies and our
Community Runners at the
starting line, and we can’t
wait to see the community
unite again to celebrate the
limitless potential of our
GOTR girls.”

Girls on the Run
Worcester County is also
looking for volunteers to
help prepare, organize, and
host the 5K Celebration.
The council needs volun-
teers to serve at their check
in, finish line, our Happy
Hair Station, Greeters, etc.
Throughout the 5K, Girls on
the Run Worcester County
requires every GOTR

participant to have a 5K
Buddy. 5K Buddies must
be 16 years or older, pass
background checks if they
are paired in advance with
participants and did not sign
up to support a specific girl,
and stay side-by-side with
the participant from start to
finish. 5K Buddies support
GOTR team members at
their own pace and moti-
vate them throughout the
event.

Registration for the 5K
on Nov. 16 is open to the
public and all proceeds
from the event benefit Girls
on the Run of Worcester
County. Registration is $55
as a Community Runner
through November 11.
Same day registration is $65
for Community Runners.

Registrants can pick up
their packets on race day
at Polar Park. Doors open
at 8:45 a.m., and the 5K
will begin at 10:30 a.m. and
early arrival is suggested.
For more information about
the event, how to register,
and how to sign up for vol-
unteer opportunities, please
visit www.gotr-worc.org.

About Girls on the Run
Worcester County

Girls on the Run (GOTR)
Worcester County offers
after-school empowerment
programs designed for girls
in third to eighth grades.
The nonprofit helps girls
in Worcester County build
confidence, increase their
level of physical activi-
ty, and learn essential life

skills. Facilitated by trained
volunteer coaches, the
research-based curriculum
explores core topics rele-
vant to eight- to 13-year-
olds, including manag-
ing emotions, expressing
empathy, and standing up
for ourselves and others.
The program includes a
Community Impact Project
and culminates with a
5K Celebration. GOTR
Worcester County is one
of more than 160 councils
a part of Girls on the Run
International  (GOTRI).
Since GOTRI was found-
ed in 1996, this national
movement has served more
than 2.5 million girls in
all 50 states and Canada.
Visit www.gotr-worc.org to
learn more.

Cornerstone Bank launches annual can drive
to support local families in need

REGION — Bank has
kicked off its annual com-
munity can drive, inviting
customers and members
of the public to drop off
non-perishable food dona-
tions at any Cornerstone
Bank branch now through
Nowv. 3.

As temperatures drop
and the holiday season
approaches, many fam-
ilies experience increased
financial strain due to high-
er heating costs, holiday
expenses and food needs

for family gatherings.
Cornerstone Bank’s can
drive helps alleviate some
of that burden by supporting
local food pantries across
Central Massachusetts.

“Every can and box
donated makes a differ-
ence,” said Cornerstone
Bank CEO Todd Tallman.
“As a community bank,
we’re proud to partner with
local food pantries that
directly support our neigh-
bors in need during this
especially challenging time

of year.”

Donations collected at
the following branches will
benefit these local food
pantries:

Leicester: Leicester Food
Pantry

Spencer: Mary Queen of
the Rosary Food Pantry

Holden: Wachusett Food
Pantry

Webster: Webster-
Dudley Food Share

Charlton: CHIP-IN Food
Pantry

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OCTOBER 24 — 31

Friday, October 24

Discussing matters of the town.

Southbridge: St. John
Paul IT Food Pantry

Park  Ave. Branch,
Worcester: Why Me &
Sherry’s House

Tatnuck Branch,

Worcester: Jeremiah’s Food
Bank

West Boylston
Street Branch,
Worcester: Veterans Inc.
Food Pantry

Rutland: Rutland Food
Pantry

Shrewsbury: Shrewsbury
Community Fridge

Cornerstone Bank’s Can
Drive is a long-standing
community tradition that
began under its predecessor
banks, Southbridge Savings
Bank and SpencerBANK,
well before Cornerstone’s
formation in 2017. The

drive has continued nearly
every year since.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was
formed in 2017, born of
a long history of sup-
porting the community,
and providing a strong
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County,
Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and
community-based banking
model enables a unique
ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone,
which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC,
operating independently
under its own name and
brand, provides the high-

est level of service and
expertise for individuals,
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad
range of deposit and loan
products and services. Built
on Trust is not just a tagline,
but also one of our guiding
corporate values. Whether
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust.
To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings,
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Leaves are crisp and skies are clear,

Harvest time is finally here!

The Spencer Library opens its door,

At ten a.m. for tales galore.

By evening’s glow, from six till eight,

The town’s Trunk-or-Treat will celebrate!

Costumes, cocoa, laughter sweet—

A Main Street night that can’t be beat.
Saturday, October 25

Pumpkins smile at dawn’s first gleam,

At Brookfield Orchards—autumn’s dream.

Crafts and cider, donuts too,

And wagon rides with quite a view!

Leicester Grange serves supper at six,

With chili pots and old-time tricks.

Come hungry, leave happy, hearts all

aglow —

Because that’s the Leicester way to go.
Sunday, October 26

Church bells ring and roosters crow,

East Brookfield’s fields put on a show.

A Harvest Hymn sings through the morn,

For every soul the land has born.

Then wander the Warren Common green,

Where antique tractors can be seen.
Monday, October 27

Back to work but don’t despair,

The North Brookfield seniors gather

there —

At noon for bingo, lunch, and cheer,

And stories grown more sweet each year.

At six, the Select Board meets downtown,

Tuesday, October 28
At four o’clock the stitchers meet,
In East Brookfield’s library seat.
Knit a scarf or crochet cap,
While swapping tales of this and that.
Later still, the planners say,
“Budget talks are underway!”
Wednesday, October 29
A cool-night bonfire warms the soul,
At West Brookfield’s old Town Hall knoll.
Hot dogs roast and cider steams,
Neighbors share their autumn dreams.
Bundle up and bring a friend,
For laughter that will never end.
Thursday, October 30
Leicester kids in costumes bright,
Parade through town before the night.
From four to six the march goes by,
With cheers that echo to the sky.
Candy flows like golden grain,
Before the coming night’s refrain.
Friday, October 31 — Halloween!
Ghosts and goblins take their cue,
Under a silver-leafed autumn hue.
From five to eight, the porches glow,
Jack-o’-lanterns flicker low.
Be kind, be safe, take just a treat—
And mind your manners on every street!
‘When moonlight falls on Maple Hill,
October’s heart grows calm and still.

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 * Leicester, MA

[—
VIsA

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses - Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured

Registration #8653

Fleetwood Mac, Billy Joel, and Queen, and he loves to rock out to
their songs. Looking ahead, Randy dreams of traveling to Africa one
day to help children living in poverty—a reflection of his kind heart
and caring nature.

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old,
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won't have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.

ai‘\\ a;\\ (l;\\ (li\\ (l;\\ a;\\

+# o Triday's Child # #+

Randy is a friendly and outgoing
young man who enjoys staying
active and exploring his communi-
ty. Some of his favorite outings in-
clude sporting events, museums,
and trips to the zoo. At home, Ran-
dy loves playing on his Nintendo
Switch—his go-to games are Ani-
mal Crossing and Donkey Kong—
and he has fun bringing stories to
life with his puppets. He’s also a tal-
ented artist who enjoys expressing
himself through his drawings. When
it comes to food, Randy can't resist
pizza, cheeseburgers, and French
fries. He also has a big love for mu-
sic, especially classic rock. Some
of his favorite artists are AC/DC,

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177521153

have a stable source of income, and
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SPENCER — The Mass.
Department of Agricultural
Resources (MDAR) recent-
ly confirmed an infesta-
tion of the invasive insect
known as spotted lantern-
fly (Lycorma delicatula or
“SLF”) in Spencer. A survey
team was following up on a
report that came in to us at
the end of September, and
confirmed that the insects
were present. MDAR does

State officials confirm
spotted lanternfly infestation in Spencer

not yet know the full extent
of the infestation - only
a preliminary survey has
been done so far.

Spotted lanternfly is a
pest that attacks tree-of-
heaven, grapevines, maple
trees, hop vines, and many
other types of plants. This
pest is known to impact
grape/wine producers and
other agricultural commod-
ities, and can also interfere

with outdoor recreation if
infestations reach high lev-
els, due to the swarming
behavior of adult SLF in
late summer and fall. That
said, the insects themselves
do not bite or sting - they
are a nuisance because they
gather in large numbers in
areas where people are, and
cover anything they are on
with a sticky, sugary waste
product known as honey-

WEEKLY POLICE BLOTTER

Spencer

The Spencer Police Department reported no arrests during the week of Oct. 8-15.

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests during the week of Oct.

9-15.

Mary Jane Foley, age 71, of Leicester was arrested on Oct. 10 for Operating Under the
Influence (Liquor-second offense) and Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on Oct. 11 for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle and operating a
motor vehicle with No Inspection or Registration Sticker.

Christopher R. Thompson, age 29, of Oxford was arrested on Oct. 14 for Failure to

Appear Upon Recognizance.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on Oct. 15 for operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle, operating a motor
vehicle with No Inspection or Registration Sticker, and operating a motor vehicle after

suspension of registration.

Jason Timothy Johnson, age 37, of Worcester was arrested on Oct. 15 for Shoplifting By

Concealing Merchandise.

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

GLASSIFIEDS

114-200-7308

=eo

Season.

Spencer, MA

Town of Spencer
is seeking private
snow plowers
for the 2025-2026 Winter

If interested, please contact the
Office of Utilities and Facilities,
3 Old Meadow Road,

Monday-Thursday
8:00am — 5:00pm,
call 508-885-7515

or on the Town website
www.spencerma.gov

Applications should be submitted
as soon as possible.
The Town of Spencer is an equal
opportunity employer.

Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes WWiII & EARLIER
Throughout Central CASH WAITING!
MA To Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

24/7 Support Over 40 years’
Generous experience.
Reimbursement, Call David
$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847.
Bonus. Call For Details. I'LL COME TO YOU!
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

ommunity

dew.

Residents may see sur-
veyors (MDAR and/or
USDA staff) periodically
through the fall and win-
ter, checking trees in the
area to determine the
extent of the infestation. If

you can report any sight-
ings of this pest please
do so by linking to SLF
web page and by printing
and displaying our poster
(in English, Portuguese,
or Spanish).

We also now have a

series of animated Public
Service Announcements
about spotted lanternfly that
are on our YouTube chan-
nel, or you can download
them off of SLF website for
airing on your own access
channels.

Berthiaume announces
office hours

REGION — State Rep.
Donnie Berthiaume and
Chief of Staff, Donna, and
Sen. Peter Durant’s office
invite constituents and town
officials to meet them to
express any concerns, ideas,
or issues that they may need
assistance with. Please feel
free to contact Donna if you
would like a private meet-
ing at 774-402-4742.

Wednesday, Nov. 5 — In
the Town of Ware at the
Town Hall 9:00am —9:45am

Wednesday, Nov.
5 — In the Town of West
Brookfield, at the Senior
Center 11:15 am.-12:15
p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 5 — In
the Town of Brookfield at
the Town Hall, 12:30 — 1:30
p-m.

Thursday, Nov. 6 — Town
of North Brookfield — Town
Hall 11 a.m.-noon

Wednesday, Nov. 19
— in the Town of Leicester
at the Senior Center, 9 —
9:45 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 19 —
In the Town of Spencer, at
Senior Center, 10- 11 a.m.,
with Tammy Ruda from
Rep Marsi’s Office.

Wednesday, Nov. 19 — In
the Town of East Brookfield
at the Senior Center, 11:15
a.m. — noon

Fire Cider workshop at
the Leicester Library

LEICESTER On
Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 6 p.m.,
the Leicester Public Library
will host a program on Fire
Cider.

Fire Cider is a classic
folk remedy that herbalists
and “kitchen witches” have
been making for genera-
tions. It boosts the immune
system, wards off colds and
flu, and is an overall tonic
for the body. Fire Cider is a

wonderful remedy to make
on your own, but even more
fun to make with friends!
Join Nora Toomey,
Clinical Herbalist of True
Bloom Apothecary, for
an evening of communi-
ty medicine making! As
we chop up our ingredi-
ents, we will learn all about
this delightfully spicy and
sweet remedy, including the
history, the primary herb-

al actions and applications,
and the myriad of recipe
variations you can try at
home! Each participant will
leave with a jar full of Fire
Cider! Sponsored by the
Friends of the Leicester
Public Library, this pro-
gram is for adults, and reg-
istration is required.

To register, click the link
in the calendar at www.
leicesterlibrary.org.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!
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The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [0

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Connection

NORTHEAS: piyryis (R
P1Z ZA O assien

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MEEPRE.  Tanks Filled

050, $5.70 300-500..........8255 1o 80% Open 7 Days a Week * We Deliver
50-75 s $3.40 500 PLUS........$240 _ OCTOBER SPECIALS =Sy —y—r—v—7—
75150, $3.05 Dute] Fuel..e $375 _ Driver Mushroom BLT Small
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion Pizza Grinder Cheese Pizza
Sm 59 | o - ToO0OKe Iee
DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL! | | 1y'ss0 | 2 3528 | FEE
Friday price 10/17/25 was S 299 per galor* ' ' NO LIMIT! East Brookfield, Massachusetts

~ Gannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.
Leicester West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ‘;
i~ I

*prices subject to change

e<E=n T v northeastpiszacom
e T Retail Cuts, Quarter; & Half sides
JOHN DALY PLUMBING Information of Beef Available!

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,

Call
774-200-7308

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

FREE LOCAL

Shower Valves,Qutside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers . DE llVERYI
email: .
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning, . : www.crookedcreekfarmma.or:
Buy What You Like And I Will Install. mikaela@ ind ‘al di —
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-] stonebndge Find Us on Social Media n @

Call 508 304 7816 ¢ jdrainman714@aol.com

YR I R R I R R N I VIS R R A R R BV B

Press.news
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Spencer
Veterans
Day
Parade
kicks off at

6 p.m.

SPENCER — The Spencer Veterans
Day Parade will take place on Tuesday,
Nov. 11 at 6 p.m.

The traditional parade route will start
and end at the American Legion. We
welcome all groups and organizations
to attend this year’s services.

For more information, please con-
tact Peggy Sullivan, Senior Vice
Commander, Gaudette-Kirk Post #138,
Spencer, at (478) 951-9094.

Monday final
day to register
for Spencer
Special Town
Meeting

SPENCER — The last day to register
to vote in the Special Town Meeting
being held on Thursday, Nov. 6, will be
Monday, Oct. 27 at 5 p.m. at the Town
Clerk’s Office.

)CA

BOAT OW
SITE CANY, o

-
L1

or®

MARINIE

TOPS hd Interlors COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

(VI

F- HOUSE CLEAN OUTS SEPTIC SYSTEMS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS .~ -

ke = =i

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Mage
Call Ckip Gervaig

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

TREE SERVICE

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental }\
* Hazardous Tree Removal .f
e Stump Grinding %

¢ Bohcat Rental _[,,g %
e Lot Clearing &m :

e Storm Clean-up
¢ Firewood $265/cord (2 cord mln
e Astroturf For Sale

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e = ~= i a0

R. Barnes & Sons
Sanitation

* Cesspool Pumping
e Title V Certification
* Portable Toilet Rentals
e Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993
-~ O O & (

Young’s
Tre

Service

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

~ John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured
Free Estimates BBB

LEGALS

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
TOWN OF SPENCER
VALLEY & MILL STREETS
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
The Town of Spencer invites sealed
Bids for the Valley & Mill Streets
Infrastructure Improvement Project.
The project includes drainage, sewer
main lining, sidewalk and street sur-
face improvements on Valley and Mill
Streets. This project is being adminis-
tered by the Pioneer Valley Planning
Commission (PVPC) and funded by
the Massachusetts Executive Office
of Housing and Livable Communities
FY22/23 Spencer  Community
Development Block Grant Program.
The estimated total project cost is

$999,000.

Electronic bids for the Valley & Mill
Streets Infrastructure Improvement
Project shall be submitted to

BidDocs Online, Inc. until November
20, 2025 at 2:00 PM EST, at which time
they will be publicly opened online.
Complete instructions for filing bids are
included in the project manual.
Contract Documents, including plans
and specifications, may be viewed
electronically October 22, 2025 at
www.BidDocs.com and hard copies
requested at Nashoba Blue, Inc.,
433 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749
(978-568-1167). There is a refundable
deposit of $50.00 per set payable to
BidDocs Online, Inc. Deposits may
be electronically paid or must be a
certified or cashier’s check. Bidders
requesting Contract Documents to be
mailed to them shall include a sepa-
rate check for $40.00 per set for UPS
Ground (or $65.00 per set for UPS
overnight), payable to the BidDocs
Online, Inc., to cover mailing costs.
Bids shall be accompanied by a bid
deposit in the amount of five (5%)
of the greatest possible bid amount,
considering all alternates, and made
payable to the Town of Spencer.
MassDOT prequalification of contrac-
tors with the class of work as, Highway
Construction, for the project with an
estimated value of $999,000 will be
required.

All bids for this project are subject to
the provisions and minimum wage
rates required by M.G.L. ¢.30, §39M as
amended, and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to
27H, inclusive. All applicable Federal
minimum wage rates and applicable
Federal labor standards shall also
apply pursuant to the Davis-Bacon Act.
When both State and Federal wage
rates are applicable, the higher rate

must be paid.

The Awarding Authority encourages, to
the extent feasible, the use of minori-
ty-, women- and disadvantaged-owned
businesses for work under this contract
and likewise encourages, to the great-
est extent possible, that all bidders
take affirmative steps to ensure train-
ing and employment for lower-income
project area residents and award of
subcontracts to HUD-defined Section 3
businesses. Bidders on the work shall
make a good faith effort to achieve
the goals of the Federal Minority and
Women’s Business Enterprise (MBE/
WBE) policy regarding utilization
of MBEs and WBEs in order to be
deemed a responsible bidder.

Bids may be changed or withdrawn
prior to the bid opening, but not within
the sixty (60) days subsequent to the
bid opening, by submission of such a
change in writing in a sealed envelope,
identifying the submitting party and
indicating that it contains a correction
of the bid for the Valley and Mill Streets
Infrastructure Improvement Project,
Spencer, Massachusetts.

The lowest qualified responsible bid-
der shall be awarded the contract
subject to availability of funds under
the Massachusetts CDBG program.
The Town of Spencer, the Awarding
and Contracting Authority, may cancel
this Invitation for Bid (IFB), in whole or
in part, at any time that such an act is
deemed in its best interest, reserves
the right to waive any informality in the
bidding or to reject any and all bids in
total or in part as may be deemed to
serve the best interest of the Town,
and will not be responsible for any
costs incurred by a bidder in preparing
and submitting a bid in response to
this IFB.

A pre-bid conference will not be held
for this project. Questions regarding
the bid specifications should be direct-
ed in writing to Corey Brodeur at Haley
Ward, Inc. at cbrodeur@haleyward.
com no later

than November 10, 2025 10 days
before bid opening at 4:00 PM.
Questions regarding bid procedures
should be directed in writing to Erica
Johnson at PVPC at ejohnson@pvpc.
org no later than November 10, 2025
at 4:00 PM.

October 24, 2025

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Notice of Decision - GRANTED
Case Number: 2025-001-431
You are hereby notified that the appeal
of Timothy Dinges of Map 43 Lot 1 for

a variance from Brookfield Ordinance,
Article Il - 2 (c) & (g) regarding a shed/
tiny cabin placed on the noted property
has been GRANTED, subject to the
conditions listed below, by the affirma-
tive vote of five members of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment.

Findings of Fact:

*Granting this variance is not against
the public interest because it is dif-
ficult to reach the private property
and the shed/tiny cabin is not visible
or generally accessible by the pub-
lic. Additionally, the lot has over 900
feet of frontage on Class VI roads
and the cabin is not intended for long
term human occupancy, but instead
is meant as a hunting/camping cabin
where people sleep no more than
occasionally. The variance therefore
does not harm the public health, safety
or welfare, nor does it alter the essen-
tial character of the neighborhood,
which is low density and rural.
+Allowing the tiny cabin/shed to stay on
the property does not go against the
spirit of Brookfield Ordinance, Article
Il — 2 (c) & (g) because the structure
is not permanent and will be used rec-
reationally-only, despite it having no
frontage on a Class V road or better.
The Class VI road the property and
structure are on allow for access to the
property by its owners and emergency
services, when necessary.

*Granting the requested variance
allows for substantial justice to the
property owners, allowing them to use
and enjoy their property, and without
the variance, the lot cannot be used
for any purpose without expending
significant funds to upgrade the road
to Class V standards. Granting this
variance would do no injustice to the
Town, because Brookfield is a largely
rural and low-density town.

*There is no risk to abutters or nearby
property owners that granting of the
variance diminishes nearby property
values, given that the property in ques-
tion is remote, largely inaccessible by
the public, and the shed/tiny cabin is
not visible from the property line, will
not increase traffic or noise in the area,
and complies with all other zoning
requirements.

+Lastly, the Board finds that unneces-
sary hardship would result from the
denial of the variance. The lot is
uniquely situated in its environment
with a significant amount of frontage
on Class VI roads but no frontage on
Class V roads, the use of the property
for hunting and camping is reasonable,
and there is no fair and substantial

relationship between the ordinance’s
frontage requirement and the use of
the property for a hunting and camping
cabin. Additionally, failure to grant this
variance would result in undue hard-
ship for the property owner because it
would prohibit the intended recreation-
al use of the property.

Conditions:

1. The applicant has represent-
ed that the outhouse on the sketch
included with the application has

been removed. It is a condition of

this approval that that outhouse shall
not be brought back onto the property
without obtaining the proper permits.
2. Applicant shall execute

and record a Notice of the Limits of
Municipal Liability.

3. No heating source shall be
installed without the proper permits.
4. No changes shall be made

to the shed/cabin, nor shall additional
structures be brought onto the prop-
erty without further approval from this
Board.
Signed,
Doug Stefano
Chair, Zoning Board of Adjustment
October 24, 2025

LEICESTER HOUSING AUTHORITY
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
The Leicester Housing Authority, the
Awarding Authority, invites online bids
from Contractors for Community Room
HVAC Upgrades at 1075 Main Street,
Rainbow Terrace (667-3) in Leicester
MA, in accordance with documents
prepared by BLW Engineers, Inc. The
work is estimated to cost $235,758.
This Project is being Bid electroni-
cally and hard copy bids will not be
accepted. Bid Forms and Contract
Documents will be available for review
at www.biddocs.com beginning on
October 8, 2025.
Sealed bids for the General Contract
will be received online at biddocs.com
prior to 2:00 P.M. on October 8, 2025.
General bidders must be DCAMM cer-
tified in the category of HVAC.
A Pre-Bid Conference to be held at
Rainbow Terrace (667-3), located at
1075 Main St, Leicester, MA 01524 on
October 15, 2025 at 11:00 A.M.
Bids are subject to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-
J & to minimum wage rates as required
by M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to 27H inclusive.
The Leicester Housing Authority
reserves the right to reject any or all
bids, wholly or in part in accordance
with M.G.L. Ch149.
October 24, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Wwomen

Ages 40 Through 74
at average risk for
breast cancer should

Get a Mammogram
Every Other Year

according to U.S. Preventive
Services Task Force
2024 guidelines.

Lisa Caron Real Estate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell : 508-341-8299 :
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

X DAVE'S X

NEW & USED ALPPLIANCET_I
= | [

23 FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED

3 GENERATIONS

Whirlpool

1 50
2| 508-867-3122 &
Brands| Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7=
Sales & www.davesapp.com <%
Service | 42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3

Accelerated success

BAY PATH LPN SHARES HOW RIGOROUS PROGRAM
PAVED THE WAY FOR A THRIVING CAREER

Chali Desrosiers

CHARLTON — For many aspiring nurses, the path
to a license can feel long and daunting. But for Chali
Desrosiers, LPN, a recent graduate of the Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy in Charlton, the accelerated
nature of the program was its greatest asset, providing the
intense, focused training needed to launch her career.

“If you can graduate from this program, you can do
everything else!” Desrosiers said of the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy.

She credits the program’s rigor and ‘“guidance” and
“rules to help us stay in line” with instilling the disci-
pline and comprehensive skill set required to excel in the
demanding field of nursing.

The journey has been one of continuous dedication and
learning for Desrosiers, who earned her Practical Nursing
Certificate in June 2025. Her commitment is evident
in her extensive certifications, which include Dementia
Care, Mental Health First Aid, and Stop The Bleed,
highlighting a holistic approach to patient well-being that
goes beyond basic medical skills. She was inducted to the
National Technical Honor Society. She is also an active
community volunteer, donating her time to the Blood
Pressure Clinic at the Charlton Senior Center and support-
ing the JAK-L Foundation Strides for Mental Health.

A diverse and driven career trajectory

Desrosiers brings a uniquely broad perspective to her
new role as a Licensed Practical Nurse. Before and during
her nursing studies, she developed significant experience in
multiple areas of healthcare.

Her clinical experience spans a variety of settings,
including medical-surgical units at UMass Harrington
Hospital and Quaboag Rehabilitation, where she honed
advanced nursing skills. She is proficient in essential clin-
ical procedures like IV care, tracheostomy care, ostomy
care, and head-to-toe assessments.

In addition to her clinical skills, Desrosiers possesses
a strong background in administrative and management
roles. She has served as an Office Manager for a local
healthcare training institution, where she handled every-
thing from admissions and student compliance to securing
externships and job placements for graduates. Prior to
this, she worked as a Medical Assistant at both UMass
Harrington Hospital (Cardiology) and Reliant Medical
(Cancer Center, OBGYN), where she was responsible for
complex tasks like telephone triage, medication reconcilia-
tion, and assisting with in-office procedures.

Passion for mentorship and the future of nursing

Despite the demanding schedule of a working nurse,
Desrosiers is eager to share her experiences with those
considering a career in the field. She remains passionate
about mentorship and connecting with future nurses, often
reflecting on her time in the rigorous program at Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy.

Her advice to prospective students: embrace the struc-
ture and the accelerated pace. The discipline learned in the
program is the same discipline needed to succeed in a fast-
paced hospital environment.

With her dedication to patient care, continuous learning,
and community involvement, Chali Desrosiers, LPN stands
as a testament to the powerful foundation provided by the
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy and the promising
future of the region’s newest generation of nurses.

Whatever Happens, We’re Here to Help.®

L,"
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Should disaster come to your home, business, or community, we're here every
step of the way to help make it “Like it never even happened.”

SERVPRO.

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

SERVPRO® of Southern Worcester County
508-234-3399

Independently owned and operated

24/7/365 Emergency Service

@ O

A D

Mold Storm Disaster

El A

Commercial Biohazard
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Bay Path’s Bolandrina appointed to
The Nurses Magazine Editorial Board

Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina

CHARLTON — Dr. Gretheline Ramos
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN/Ed, RN, CRRN,
has been appointed to the Editorial Board
of The Nurses Magazine, a national pub-
lication dedicated to advancing nursing
leadership, education, and professional
excellence.

In an official announcement, The Nurses
Magazine welcomed Dr. Bolandrina to its
distinguished board of nursing scholars,
writers, and thought leaders who help shape
the publication’s direction and uphold its
commitment to high-quality, inspiring, and
educational content for nurses worldwide.

“We are honored to have Dr. Bolandrina
join our Editorial Board,” said Mehrab
Hossain, IT Director of The Nurses
Magazine. “Her depth of experience, aca-
demic leadership, and passion for the nurs-
ing profession will bring tremendous value
to our readers and contributors.”

Dr. Bolandrina served as Academy
Director (2015-2025) of the Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy in Charlton.
With more than three decades of experi-

ence in nursing education and healthcare
leadership, she is recognized for her com-
mitment to developing compassionate and
competent nurses who lead with integrity
and skill.

She holds a Doctor of Health
Administration and a Master of Science
in Nursing Education from the University
of Phoenix, and a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing from the University of Santo
Tomas in Manila, Philippines. Dr.
Bolandrina is a member of several profes-
sional and civic organizations, including
the Sigma Theta Tau International Honor
Society of Nursing, Upsilon Phi Delta
Society, Pan Mass Challenge, and PE.O.
International.

In addition to her academic and adminis-
trative work, Dr. Bolandrina is a published
author, journalist, and community advo-
cate, known for her books Tenacious Nurse
I, II, & III, and her editorial contributions
to Planet Philippines New England and
other health and lifestyle publications.

Her appointment to The Nurses

PLAN

continued from page Al

patches, and pavement oxidation to gen-
erate Road Surface Ratings (RSR)s at the
segment level. BETA then conducted a
thorough review to ensure the quality of the
data for analysis and reporting.

Based on the inspections completed in
the Fall of 2024, the overall RSR for

HURRY!
Limited time
only!

REGLINER SALE

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest

Spencer’s Town-maintained roadway net-
work was 70.11. This represents a signif-
icant improvement from the 57 RSR pre-
viously calculated during the 2020 assess-
ment. The roughly 13-point increase can be
attributed to the bond secured by the Town.
The overall RSR indicates a benchmark for
performance measuring of the Town’s PMP
moving forward. If the overall RSR were
to drop in the years to come, this would
be a sign that the program may need to be

C BORN-1927

recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more...

all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

5309

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-234-8777

FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY

=5 =

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!!

adjusted or funding for the program may
need to be re-evaluated.

The full report can be found in PDF form
on the town Web site.

Residents can access the Town’s
Dashboard that displays thew data collected
byclickinghttp://beta-inc.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/dashboards/7f55977513104dd99b-
6c0f99b95¢1917
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Visit The Farm For:
e Just Baked Pies
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FREE

Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

Magazine Editorial Board reflects her con-
tinued dedication to advancing the profes-
sion through scholarship, mentorship, and
the power of storytelling.
For more information,
thenursesmagazine.com.

visit Www.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
ao=% Pickups
Cleanouts

www.durkintrucking.com
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508-885-4499
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DELIVERY TODAY!
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Comedy and Dinner Show 11/22
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10/25 Missy’s Halloween Bash
10/31 Ryan Hood
11/7 Joe Macey

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
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774-449-8333
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,
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EDITORIAL

Harvest season
and the art of
slowing down

There’s a rhythm to late October that you
can feel even with your eyes closed — a
soft percussion of leaves underfoot, the low
thrum of tractors wrapping up their season,
the scent of wood smoke curling through
the evening air. In Spencer, Leicester, and
the Brookfields, it’s the season when day-
light shortens but our gratitude grows long.
Harvest time has arrived again, quietly
reminding us that growth — whether in
fields or in people — takes time, patience,
and a bit of faith in the weather.

Every road seems to pass a small mir-
acle this time of year. The local farm
stand stacks pumpkins like little suns, the
orchards of East Brookfield still offer cider
so fresh it tastes like October itself, and hay
wagons lumber toward barns that have seen
a hundred seasons come and go. The work
is steady and often unseen, yet it sustains
more than tables. It feeds the character of
these towns — the notion that honest labor
and shared reward are still the best harvests
of all.

But harvest isn’t just for farmers. Every
household has its own version of gathering
in the year’s yield. It might be a student
who pushed through a hard semester, a
volunteer who kept the local food pantry
stocked, or a small business owner who sur-
vived another unpredictable summer. These
too are harvests — the quiet victories that
deserve their own celebration before winter
draws the curtain.

Our communities have long understood
that the best way to honor a season of abun-
dance is to share it. You see it in the church
suppers that fill fellowship halls with the
smell of stew and laughter. You see it at
the library craft tables where children glue
paper leaves and learn that creativity, like
crops, grows best when tended. You see it
at the senior center, where apple pie is as
much about conversation as dessert. These
moments knit the region together tighter
than any budget line ever could.

Harvest time also teaches humility. The
farmer who watches the skies knows con-
trol is an illusion — too much rain, not
enough sun, and the whole balance shifts.
Maybe that’s a lesson for the rest of us. In
a world that prizes speed and certainty, it’s
worth remembering that good things often
ripen slowly, and not everything is meant
to be hurried. Some seasons are meant to
be savored.

So, take a walk this week before the frost
steals the last color from the hills. Wave
to the neighbor stacking wood, thank the
farmhands closing their stands, stop at a
local diner for a bowl of chowder and the
gossip of the day. The harvest season is a
kind of townwide exhale, a pause before the
deep breath of winter.

We spend most of the year racing ahead
— to meet deadlines, to check boxes, to
get somewhere faster. The fields around us
are whispering a gentler instruction: slow
down. Notice. Gather what’s good. In the
end, the harvest isn’t measured by bushels
or dollars, but by how much gratitude we
manage to bring home.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verifica-
tion in order to be considered for pub-
lication. Only the author’s name and
the town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted without all
of the required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he or
she might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s be clear

To the Editor:

In response to the letter of Oct. 3
entitled “Crosseyed,” let me be clear in
saying that I am only doing so because I
feel sorry for you, because when all Hell
breaks loose — and it will — you will
have no one to blame but yourself and the
rest of the MAGA cult.

We are all on the threshold of Hell right

now, and with Trump as President, the
flames will only get hotter.

I must say that I do thank you for
including me with the likes of “other reg-
ular contributors,” such as Kevin Kane,
Ken Kimball, David Brown and others. I
consider that an honor.

Noreen Fernandes
West Brookfield

Covert vs. legal

To the Editor:

Back when Nixon resigned, it was
largely because of his involvement in
a covert operation to break into DNC
headquarters to glean information about
their campaign plans to use against him.
Although he did win the next election, it
was the discovery of this illegal activity,
that led to his downfall.

Fast forward to the present. A POTUS
who has both immunity from prosecution
and pardon power not only does not do all
of his law breaking covertly, but gets lit-
tle actual pushback, when he announces
them in advance.

Kristen Welker asked him if he would
adhere to the Constitution that he swore
to protect and defend. He responded, “I
will have to check with my lawyers.”

Having arm twisted many major law
firms and using DOJ as his personal hit
squad, the same man who filed over 60
frivolous lawsuits over losing an election,
is now penalizing his detractors, with
more expensive a frivolous suits. He
actually publicly announces his illegal
and immoral acts, often in advance, as
orders to his faithful minions. Going
after people from other party is SOP
for this guy. He does the same with
press and talk show hosts not singing
his praise. John Bolton, a former WH
chief of staff, said it best. This “moron”
president reduced his hour-long morning
briefing to 10-15 minutes, which he only
paid attention to, if there were pictures or
graphs, so he could focus on his “exec-
utive time” (watching TV to see what is
said about him).

Do you remember Jan. 6, 2021?
Trump recruited his most radical follow-
ers to DC, whipped up their fervor and
dispatched them to the Capital. What
followed was an insurrection designed
to change the election outcome. Not
only did the then president, not only fail
to dispatch troops to defend the capital,

he subsequently pardoned the convicted
of insurrection. Section #3 of the 14th
Amendment specifically bans any par-
ticipants or those who act in support of
insurrection, from ever holding federal
office, unless that ban is lifted by a two
thirds vote of both houses of congress.
Because that never happened, one state
elected to keep him off of their ballots A
packed Supreme Court, rather than sup-
port enforcement of existing law, said it
was up to Congress. What they failed
miserably at, was clarifying the law was
already in force until the ban was lifted.
It never was, and he is illegally in office
still.

If the guy who already abuses his
office, by regularly ignoring laws, then
pardon his minions when they do, he
is trying to improve his dictatorship
with more powers. He already does as
he wishes, unfettered by laws; now, he
wants to step up to control of all others.
His actions resemble the arsonist who
embellishes his importance by putting
out fires he started. It old you before
that deploying guard is intended to rec-
reate Kent State. Apparently, troops and
public are just too civilized, so the new
tactic is sending actors, camera crews,
and agitators, to secure enough evidence
of the insurrection he creates, to justify
invoking the Insurrection act (essentially,
martial law) I am sure he hopes to have
it all in place and us tolerating it, before
the 2026 elections, so he can invoke the
Stalin plan. It makes no difference who
votes, or how. Only who counts the votes.

Kudos to fellow lefties Kane and
Brown. It appears that just like GOP
Congress, seeing the virtual opposite of
anything defensible, only the truth is
getting published these days. Surprising
— if we can keep it.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Why is Leicester having a special election?

To the Editor:

Simply put, If a majority votes yes at
the Oct. 28 Special Election, the Leicester
Police Department will be able to contin-
ue to hire and promote as they have done
with great success for the last three years.

If, however, a majority votes No, a lot
of dangerous and expensive actions could
take place.

To the best of my ability and as a pri-
vate citizen, and not speaking for any
town board or committee, let me give
you a brief summary of why Leicester is
having this Special Election and how the
Town got here:

After years of suffering the inefficien-
cies and cumbersome process of trying
to fill vacant police officer positions,
and the even slower and more antiquated
rules of promotions through the Civil
Service process, Leicester Town Meeting
overwhelmingly voted to withdraw as
participants in the Massachusetts Civil
Service program.

Since that time, LPD has saved tens
of thousands of dollars, and more impor-
tantly were able to re-build the complete
and effective department that we have
today. Additionally, by finally being fully
staffed, the stressful and often morale
busting practice of working forced over-
time is no longer needed.

Recently however, the Civil Service
Administration notified the Leicester
Police Department that they consider
the Town still under the Civil Service
Administration, including its expensive,
antiquated and inefficient hiring and pro-
motion rules and regulations.

They cite the fact that Leicester came
into the program through a town-wide
ballot vote, and referencing an even more
antiquated Massachusetts rule, that basi-
cally says, you can only leave the way
you came in. Thus, the Town has been
advised that a Town-wide election, rati-
fying the previous Town Meeting Vote to

withdraw from Civil Service is required.
In conclusion:

As I indicated in my opening, if the
town votes Yes, the town and police
administrations have been advised that
the Police Department will continue with
the fair, efficient, and cost-effective pro-
cess of hiring and promotions that they
have been following for the past three
years.

If, however, the town votes No, the
Police Department would be required to
follow the antiquated Massachusetts Civil
Service rules, hiring and promoting off of
State-wide list.

Finally, it needs to be noted that almost
half of the department’s hiring and pro-
motions have been done through the cur-
rent procedure agreed upon by the Police
Union, the Chief and the town, but not
civil service.

Without being hamstrung by the civil
service process, many previously trained
officers from other communities as well
as successful Local applicants were able
to become part of Leicester’s current
department and/or be promoted from
Leicester’s own ranks.

What would happen to all of those
current officers would be up to a bureau-
cratic, State Agency, possibly causing
law suites and a dangerous reduction of
our police department, jeopardizing the
great Department that Leicester has built
together.

Please take a few minutes to vote Yes
on Oct. 28. Polls are open at the Town
Hall from noon to 8 p.m.

DouG BELANGER
LEICESTER

The real meaning
of diversification
in investing

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

In the world of investing, we’ve all heard
the phrase, “Don’t put all your eggs in one
basket.” It’s solid advice that emphasizes the
importance of diversifying your investments.
Unfortunately, some people misinterpret this
wisdom to mean they should avoid consol-
idating their investment accounts and keep
their money spread across multiple financial
institutions, often working with several differ-
ent financial advisors.

However, when financial professionals
talk about diversification, they’re referring to
diversifying your investment assets, not your
accounts. There’s a big difference between
the two, and confusing them could hurt your
financial future.

Scattered accounts may affect costs, paper-
work and advice. When your assets are spread
among multiple financial institutions, you
could face several drawbacks. First, you're
likely paying more in fees than necessary.
Multiple providers often mean multiple
account fees, transaction costs and mutu-
al fund expenses that can add up quickly.
Generally, the more assets you have with one
financial provider, the more opportunities you
have for reducing or eliminating these costs.

Managing scattered accounts also could
create a paperwork nightmare. You’ll receive
multiple monthly statements and numerous
tax forms, making it much harder to see the
big picture of your financial health. This
complexity can lead to missed opportunities
and poor decision-making.

Perhaps most important, working with mul-
tiple financial advisors may result in conflict-
ing advice and duplicated investment strate-
gies. Without a comprehensive view of your
entire portfolio, each financial advisor may
recommend investments that don’t work well
together, potentially delaying your progress
toward reaching financial goals.

There’s  strength  in  consolida-
tion. Consolidating your accounts with a
single financial advisor offers numerous ben-
efits. You’ll have opportunities to develop a
closer, more comprehensive relationship with
someone who understands your complete
financial picture. This financial advisor can
provide informed guidance and help eliminate
the conflicting advice that may come from
working with multiple professionals.

Consolidation also makes it easier to imple-
ment a well-diversified portfolio that fits your
level of risk tolerance. When all your invest-
ments are in one place, you can see exactly
how your assets are allocated and make strate-
gic adjustments as needed. It becomes simpler
to gauge aggregate investment returns, assess
your portfolio assets and rebalance when
necessary.

For retirement planning, consolidation can
be especially valuable. IRAs at different pro-
viders can be consolidated at any time without
tax consequences when assets are transferred
directly between providers. When you retire,
your 401(k) can typically be rolled over into
an IRA, streamlining your retirement income
strategy.

True diversification still matters. While
consolidating accounts makes sense, diver-
sifying your actual investments remains cru-
cial. A good financial advisor will help you
carefully build a balanced mix of stocks and
bonds appropriate for your age and goals. As
you approach retirement, this typically means
shifting toward a more balanced portfolio
that still provides growth to combat inflation
while offering stability and income.

Diversification goes beyond just stocks
and bonds. Take bonds, for instance: You can
diversify by bond type (municipal, corporate
and government), bond maturity (through a
strategy called “laddering”) and bond sector
to spread risk across different parts of the
economy.

How to get started. If your retirement
savings and investment accounts are scat-
tered among various financial institutions,
consider consolidating everything with one
trusted financial advisor. The streamlined
record-keeping, potential for reduced fees and
comprehensive financial guidance can help
improve your wealth-building potential while
making your financial life simpler to manage.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge
at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
Jjones.com.
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Mark the location of late emerging perennials

Melinda Myers

Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) has red,
orange, or yellow flowers and can be late to
emerge in spring.

As you prepare your gardens for win-
ter, consider marking the location of late
emerging perennials to avoid accidental-
ly weeding them out next spring. Use
bulbs, commercial or DIY plant labels,
stones or simply leave their

(Caryopteris x clandonensis) are a few
you may have growing in your garden.
Many native plants like butterfly weed
(Asclepias tuberosa), swamp milkweed
(Asclepias incarnata), black-eyed Susan

(Rudbeckia), Culver’s root

stems intact to help guide GARDEN  (Veronicastrum), Indian pink
your cleanup efforts next Mowments  (Spigelia marilandica), Joe-
spring. e eoeoes pye weed (Eutrochium spp.

These late emerging formerly Eupatorium), asters,
perennials may have you MELINDA liatris, and goldenrods can
worried they died overwin- f‘ MYERS also be late to emerge. It’s
ter. Lingering winter weath- easy to accidentally weed
er and cooler than normal these out during spring clean-
spring temperatures can further delay their  up.

appearance. Be patient and know this
adaptation allows them to avoid damage
from late spring frosts as they wait for the
soil to warm and begin growing.

Hardy hibiscus, balloon flow-
er (Platycodon), leadwort
(Ceratostostigma), Crocosmia, Red-

hot poker (Kniphofia), whirling but-
terflies (Gaura lindheimeri), Butterfly
bush  (Buddleia), Russian sage
(Perovskia atriplicifolia), and blue spirea

Simulation Theory

During an interview years ago,

Elon Musk famously claimed there’s ~ POSITIVELY That’s a powerful idea: that our
a “one in billions” chance that this  Sppagiyg  minds are just beginning to awaken
is base reality. In other words, he to truths already embedded in nature.
believes it’s far more likely that we’re TOBY

living in some simulation than in the MOORE Dr. David Selbie, interpreting the

original, foundational universe.

But what kind of simulation? A digital
computer program? A spiritual matrix?
That idea may sound bizarre—after all,
everything feels real, doesn’t it?

Yet this isn’t just late-night dorm room
talk. Some of the world’s most respect-
ed thinkers are taking the idea seriously.
It’s not about rejecting science—it’s about
following it to its farthest, strangest con-
clusions.

Let’s start with String Theory. It’s a the-
oretical framework in physics proposing
that the fundamental building blocks of the
universe aren’t particles, but tiny vibrating
strings. These strings, depending on how
they vibrate, give rise to all particles and
forces—even gravity.

The math checks out, even if we hav-
en’t proven it experimentally yet. It’s one
of the best candidates for a “Theory of
Everything” that could unify quantum
mechanics with general relativity.

At the 2011 Isaac Asimov Memorial
Debate titled “The Theory of Everything,”
theoretical physicist Sylvester James Gates,
Jr. dropped a bombshell. He revealed that
he found something astonishing embedded
in the equations of string theory: patterns
of “error-correcting codes” —the same kind
used in computer programming to detect
and correct mistakes.

Sitting next to him, astrophysicist Neil
deGrasse Tyson reacted with stunned
amazement: “You’re blowing my mind
right now!”

Why would error-correcting codes appear
in the fabric of the cosmos? Gates himself
admitted he doesn’t know the implications
yet. But the mere presence of such codes
leads to a wild yet serious question: Could
the universe itself be structured like a vast,
intelligent computation?

That’s where the idea of the simulation
arises.

On late-night television, when asked if
he thought we were living in a simulation,
Neil deGrasse Tyson replied, “I wish I had
a good argument against it, but I don’t...”

And while the science doesn’t prove this,
it pushes our imagination into territory that
philosophers, mystics, and spiritual tradi-
tions have been exploring for millennia:
that reality is deeper than it appears.

It doesn’t mean we live in a video game
controlled by aliens.

It might mean that the universe is infor-
mation-rich, consciousness-infused, and
governed by principles far beyond our
current understanding.

My friend, physicist and laser pioneer
Dr. Mani Bhaumik, wrote about this in his
book “Code Name God.” He argues that
modern physics, far from disproving a cre-
ator, points toward a transcendent source of
intelligence.

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

e mplications of quantum physics,

has emphasized: Our choices and
behavior as conscious observers—not the
accumulation of material goods—are what
matter. Those things are transient illusions.
True immortality lies in evolving con-
sciousness beyond the physical hologram.

Similarly, Dr. Amit Goswami, a quan-
tum physicist known for his explorations
of consciousness, has stated: “Contrary to
what they tell you, you are not a limited
material being.”

This idea echoes something timeless.
Whether through the lens of physics or
philosophy, the message is the same: You
are more than you think you are.

Quantum physics shows us that parti-
cles don’t even exist in fixed states until
observed. They remain in a state of pos-
sibility. In a strange and very real way,
attention shapes outcome. This isn’t just a
metaphor—it’s physics, though interpreta-
tions vary.

So what does this mean for us?

It means we live in a participatory uni-
verse. That our focus, our awareness, our
very act of observation—matters. That we
are not passive passengers in reality, but
active participants.

No, quantum physics doesn’t promise
we can manifest Lamborghinis with our
thoughts. But it does suggest something
far greater: that we are wired into the very
structure of existence, and our conscious-
ness has weight in the world.

And that, perhaps, is the most hopeful
message of all.

We are not powerless. We are not acci-
dents. We are not limited.

We are participants in something vast,
intelligent, and alive.

The universe is not outside us. We are
part of it. And the deeper we look, the more
we realize:

We are more than we think we are.

These plants are worth the wait since
they add extra color to our mid and late
season gardens. They extend the beau-
ty, pollinator appeal and food source for
many insects, and songbirds visiting your
gardens.

Try leaving the stems or a portion of the
stems of these plants intact until the new
growth emerges. Unfortunately, many of
us have accidentally removed these, too.

Plant tags will identify the plant and
mark their location but can be unsightly.
Try placing a colorful dowel rod, golf tee
or short bamboo stake at the base of these
plants. Number each and mark them on
your garden plans to help track the plant’s
identity.

Stones or shells, where they are abun-
dant, can be placed next to or surrounding
these plants to mark the location. These
tend to stay put and may be less obtrusive

than plant tags. Just be sure to alert anyone
helping in the garden of their purpose and
that they need to stay put.

Or mark their spot with bulbs. Plant
spring flowering bulbs like daffodils, hya-
cinths and alliums next to these plants to
extend your garden’s bloom time and help
prevent damage to the perennial plants.

Avoid tulips, crocus and other bulbs
that animals love. Squirrels, chipmunks,
rabbits and deer may move or eat your
marker.

Consider using a mix of early, mid
and late spring flowering bulbs to fur-
ther extend the color in your garden. Or
skirt these late emerging plants with early
spring blooming perennials like wood-
land and creeping phlox, candytuft or
rockcress. You’ll enjoy the added color as
you wait for the other plants to make their
appearance later in the spring.

When spring arrives, exercise patience
as you wait for the return of beautiful, late
emerging perennials.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20
gardening books, including the “Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition” and
“Small Space Gardening.” She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” streaming courses and the
nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers is a col-
umnist and contributing editor for Birds
& Blooms magazine and her Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s work together to make every Spencer child’s
hristmas a happy one

To the Editor:

We are getting ready to kick off the 2025
Christmas season, and it is our hope to help
make a Spencer child’s Christmas a happy
one. Last year, more than 200 Spencer chil-
dren received gifts for Christmas through
the efforts of this generous community. We
cannot do it without your help. Monetary
donations, new toys and family/child spon-
sors who “adopt” them are what makes our
world go around.

We are under the Spencer Exchange
Club’s Charitable Trust Foundation.
Spencer Toys for Tots is now called
Spencer Toys for Kids. With this merge
we are able to use their 501(C)3 status so
we will not have to pay tax on the toys we
purchase. This helps us a lot! I've been a
proud member of Spencer Exchange Club
for more than 25 years, and the generosity
of its members is second to none!

Spencer Toys for Kids has been helping
Spencer families for more than 50 years.
We have our main distribution in the 2nd
week of December, but we will fill all needs
right up to Christmas. Children 14 years
old and younger receive gifts & stock-
ing stuffers. Applications will be available
starting the first week of November at the
Spencer Post Office & ERA Key Realty
(415B) Main St. We have also downloaded
them to our Facebook page. Monetary
donations can be sent to: Spencer Toys for
Kids, P.O. Box 186, Spencer, MA 01562.
One hundred percent of these donations go
right to the kids. We have no administrative
fees! New, unwrapped toys can be dropped
off at Cornerstone Bank (Spencer Branch),

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Email Us&

Spencer Fire Dept, & ERA Key Realty. If
you would like to “adopt” a family, let us
know! We will supply you with a child/
family “wish list”. This part of our program
is amazing! It enables us to do a little bit
better for the kids that are not sponsored.
I wish you could see the wonderful gifts
that come in.

My office at ERA Key Realty Services
becomes Santa’s workshop in November
and December where we collect, sort &
distribute to the families. We are grateful
to the owners for allowing us to take over
the building and sometimes the staff to get
this done.

We have a handful of dedicated shoppers
who run with the rest of the lists and pur-
chase items with such great care with your
monetary donations. They shop the sales,
multiple stores and even venture out on
Black Friday to get the most bang for your
buck. They do this year after year, and we
are lucky to have them.

Items like mittens, warm socks, hats,
and fuzzy blankets are always great to
have also! Follow and like us on Facebook
Spencer Toys for Kids. We will keep you
updated on our page as to what is going on
during the Christmas season with our pro-
gram. This program runs as well as it does
because we are blessed with people who
care in this community. Let’s work together
to help make a Spencer child’s Christmas a
happy one. Thank you!

DONNA MORIN-FLANNERY

DIRECTOR
SPENCER TOYS FOR KIDS

o
/E\

news@stonebridgepress.news

Familg Dining & Gitt Guide e

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Breakfast & Lunch * BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast

Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage

Fri: Fish and Chips

31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA
.f 508.885.7705 e m

Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm = =

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

Fuunle Dies

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out  Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING

FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

CHARLIES

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill ¢ Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 10/23 & SATURDAY 10/24

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

i 508-885-4033

[e]{e}M www.charliesdiner.com

Ei
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Staron Pelleticn - Owaner Brober
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want e
Your Listings! Biioa

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brya«x Pelletier

= Featwed Listing CO)
§ | DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE §<

2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spaclous
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
| yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
| light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear
8 e entry with it’s own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric &
e roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $399,900.

Websten Lake —

fwtﬁ:?\

I ST (WY

yard, sandy beach, professional landscaping. Many updates.

WEBSTER LAKE
WATERFRONT LISTING! KILLDEERRD __

enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4

TN 302 Rilldeer Uoland
@ PANORAMIC VIEWS!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/
cathedral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary sulte w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full
bath. Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/ Panoramic view, from this abso|ute|y |0ve|y home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+

SR

Webster Lake Waterfront 31 Baywew"

bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level,additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, ~ BedS, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront! $799,000. Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1 '100,000

o >( Suug Farbor Villa) ( %
( ) WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT (
( X OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 10/26 11-1

] WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST!
¥ THEVILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS
| | > Custom Built THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Prima-
ry BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full
recreation activities - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining famlly,
5,000 friends & guests! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,050,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

. NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style

Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster
ﬁs Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat
Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at this
Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood
Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors
in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/
Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central
AC! Garage $649,900.

WATERFORD CT - 20 AVERY LN.

Beautifully updated
45 farmhouse - 5 min. to
11 the ocean. Nothing to
do just to move in!! 2
bed, 2 bath New Heat-
~ ing System, Central
Air! Huge shed & deck!
Oversized garage.
3/4+ acre.
assisted sale $365,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront
WEBSTER ~ LAKE 8 Long Island

WATERFRONTI gt s, e, e e o

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
INCREDIBLE OP- \ \ern Conveniences w/the Charm
PORTUNITY! OVER

of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms,

i 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood
31,000 SQ FT OF
LAND!  Summer

. 3 Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet
i* Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
i Cottage on 9482
SF of land..

e | Porch, Lg Oummldmg w/Full
assisted sale

“ Bath/Shower/Laund
$1,199,900

.l shop. Patio! Town er/Swr +
~~ Private Well for Outdoor &/or

" Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
3 SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of
Shoreline. $595,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal husinesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[R,;ss Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON- NEW TO MARKET

*Fantastic Location * 1.4 Acres
*Finished Lower Level
Family Room
*3 Full baths * Central Air
*Central Vac * Lawn Sprinkler
System
*Fireplace * Main Bedroom

27 West Bath Updated Walkin Shower
Applewood Dr. **Shown by appointment**
$649,900 yapp

ol e 2

DUDLEY— $5000 BUYER INCENTIVE'

*3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat
*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres

128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,000

*1/2 acre lot *Open floor plan
*2 Car Garage *Vinyl Sided

2 Victor Ave $429,900

When
Experience
K and

p Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

. . 508.612.1382
//m RF!HA;\\

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news \ @) ngfggé;ﬁggfﬁ‘mom
I SOLE AL ESTATE SOUTHBRIDGE/ DUDLEY 30+ ACRES

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl995@aol com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME [l

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

POTENTIAL FOR 4 FRONTAGE & LOTS
*Ideal for Privacy, Recreation,
or Investment
*Build Your Dream Home and Keep
Some Land for your Future Family Members

Jo-Ann (Nedroscil) g or Investment
zymcza o
CRS, GRI, SRES |1 ReMax Vision AR
508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 == = Mt

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

Make the

move!

Find the homes

of vyour
neighborhood
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OBITUARY

William R. Shemeth, III, 59

SPENCER- William
R. Shemeth, III, 59
yrs old, of Spencer
passed away suddenly
on Friday, Sept. 26 at
his home. He leaves
his mother; Carol T.
(Radzinski) Shemeth of
Spencer with whom he
lived, his brothers; Matthew J. Shemeth &
his wife Regina, his brother Jody Shemeth,
his sister; Carrie A. Ferreira and her hus-
band Jason all of Spencer, nieces Elizabeth
Shemeth, and Jordan Ferreira and nephews
Matthew Shemeth, Johnathon Ferreira and
James Ferreira. He was born in Worcester,
the son of the late William R. Shemeth,
Jr. and, he was predeceased by infant
sister Holly Shemeth. He graduated from
David Prouty high school in 1983, Clark
University in 1987, and Suffolk University
of law. Bill became a Bar Advocate but
then found his true passion and calling as
a teacher, and then as an administrator at
the Devereux School in Rutland working
there for 19 years. He was a true believer
of the democratic process and made tre-
mendous sacrifices of his time to serve the
community for which he loved. To say he
will be missed is an understatement. With
his passing there will be a huge void in
the community, due to his selfless dedica-

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

f

Stump Grinding

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free Oilotés

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

tion. He was also an admirable advocate
for the children he worked with, and for
anyone who needed help. His devotion to
the community started all the way back
in high school and it never wavered. In
fact, it only became more deeply rooted,
making a memorable impact on the lives
of many. He served on numerous com-
mittees such as Parks and Recreation,
Finance Committee, School Committee,
Board of Selectmen, Democratic Town
and Democratic State committee, Youth
Commission and most recently in a posi-
tion he truly loved as Town Moderator.
One of his favorite endeavors in the com-
munity was when he was part of the citi-
zens fire academy, where he was able to
train with firefighters and get a sense of
what they do. At the family’s request, no
funeral services are planned at this time,
however a remembrance ceremony will be
planned at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to the Spencer
Rescue Squad, 6 Bixby Rd., Spencer, MA
01562 or to the Spencer Fire Fighters
Association, 11 Dewey St., Spencer, MA
01562. for their valiant efforts on the night
of his passing. The J. HENRI MORIN
& SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple
Terr., Spencer is assisting the family with
arrangements.

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
e mEEE NS S S SN NN NS NN NN

Rt.9 e

Bring your family’s memorial back to its

original beauty.

Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display
1500 Main St.c Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. « Chantelle Pepin

==

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge \

Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, Y
or by e-mail to

obits@stonebridgepress.news

BEST WINDOW COMPANY BUILDER

BeU-¢*I*L"*

Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

D+E+*R

INCORPORATED

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

WD

‘ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford Sss
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E*¥ J

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonehbridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS HURLEY
Starting at $99
ALL KINDS OF Flniwoon
MASONRY & C t S I.t
CONCRETE WORK ut, SpiiL,
NeEv & Repairs, Repointing, Dehvered
ebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation GREEN
gé}himney RepCair, New 5230
tair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, gtonewalls, PER CORD
New Roofs, Construction
& Carponiry. Call John at
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

5089584350

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S .
PLUMBING &
o ence, | | David Barbale
Commercial, R 0 0 FI N G
Residential Roofi
o oofing/Gutters
New Construction g/
Repair Work
369 Main St, Fully Licensed
Ste 4 and Insured
Spencer7 MA MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
1'2235'?69'4?;30 INS. # CAC032585
ully insure C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH .
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

Home Improvement

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks

Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
[ .

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work|
Cord Wood
Brian French

(413)222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window
Cleaning

Residential
Commerical
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail2i

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS
Interior and Exterior Finest
PowerWashing Craftsmanship
. Since 1979
Wallpapering . .
. Interior-Exterior
General Repair Paints, Stains,
Fully Insured Wallpaper and
Over 40+ Years Fine Faux Finishes
Experience Satisfaction
Guaranteed
508-764-8548 Free Estimates
774-230-8373 | 1774.452.0321

Advertise on this page
for one low price!

et 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
« Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
« Southbridge News
» Webster Times
o Auburn News
« Blackstone Valley Tribune
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 2365 E-FHSTORIC OERICE BUIL DS
FORGALE

Listing price: $450,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com



