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Emply Bowls returns to its roots with sold out dinners

Jason Bleau

Volunteers serve up soup during Empty Bowls on Saturday,

Sept. 30.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON The
annual Empty Bowls
fundraiser has been a sta-
ple of the Quiet Corner
for 18 years and on Sept.
30, the event returned to a
stand-alone dinner help-
ing raise money to fight
hunger in the region.

Each year, Empty Bowls
allows guests to purchase
a ticket allowing them to
select one of countless
hand-made bowls provid-
ed by Sawmill Pottery
and taste a variety of
soups and treats donated
by restaurants through-
out the Quiet Corner.
Sawmill Pottery of
Putnam has served as the

event each year. Money
raised from the event has
traditionally gone back
into the community to
assist with resolving food
insecurity through meal
programs and assisting
local pantries. While
the 2020 dinner was can-
celed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the dinner
returned as a compli-
ment to Putnam’s Savor
the Flavor, another food-
themed event, but in 2023
Empty Bowls once again
became its own event
with a new host partner
in TEEG, a non-profit
social service agency in
Thompson.

Dot Burnworth, Owner
of Sawmill Pottery who
once again helped coor-

driving force behind the dinate the dinner, said

L.ocal towns
receive STEAP

and education
grants

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — The end of September brought plenty
of good news for local towns and school districts,
as Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont’s office announced
numerous grants benefiting communities throughout
the state, including the Quiet Corner.

On Sept. 26, Lamont was joined by Education
Commissioner Charlene M Russell-Tucker to
announce $3.8 million in grants to allow 83 applicants
from 89 school districts to implement dual credit
offerings for high school students. The courses can be
part of college academic pathways or career-oriented
programs helping give students extra preparation for
their future careers before graduation. Woodstock
Academy and the Thompson School District were on
the list of recipients. Woodstock Academy will receive
$48,830 to expand enrollment offerings through
Eastern Connecticut State University and build part-
nerships with Quinebaug Valley Community College
(QVCC) and the Connecticut State Community
College. Thompson is receiving a $10,000 that will also
allow Tourtellotte memorial High School to expand
its own partnership with QVCC and enhance its
Medical Sciences & Humans Services career pathway.
The grant will also assist in launching a new culinary
arts pathway that kicked off this fall.

“Dual credit courses enable students to earn college
credits while still in high school, giving them a head
start on their requirements to complete postsecond-
ary education while also helping reduce the financial
burden of higher education costs,” Lamont said of
these programs. “I am proud that we can support the
expansion of these courses in our high schools and
get students on the right track to begin successful,
long-lasting careers.”

Three days later, on Sept. 29, Lamont announced
another round of state grants through the Small
Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP). Sixty
towns in Connecticut will each receive a share of
$24.5 million to help with infrastructure improvement
projects including Brooklyn, Eastford and Thompson.

“Our small towns are an integral part of what
makes Connecticut such a special place to live and
work,” Lamont said of the funding. “By working with
them on these grants, the state can help get these vital
projects completed so these towns can continue to
grow, thrive, and attract businesses, while improving
the quality of life for our residents.”

Brooklyn will receive $250,000 to help rebuild
Church Street with $20,000 matched from the town
while Eastford will be granted $156,616 to improve
town parking lots and playground resurfacing and
paving with a $137,900 match from town funds.
Thompson will receive $500,000 which will assist with
renovating the school district’s track and athletic
field with a $1.04 million match on the town side.

Gests o Empty Bowls r;ick out their h

" made bowls

donated by Sawmill Pottery of Putnam.

she was happy to bring
Empty Bowls back to its
roots.

“When we had COVID,
obviously we couldn’t
do the dinner, but I feel
like we pivoted nicely,
and we teamed up with
Savor the Flavor. We felt
that matched our event
because it was all about
tasting what the com-
munity had to offer even
though we were two sepa-
rate events. I've been itch-
ing to get back to a stand-
alone event and I had
connected with TEEG for
other reasons and after
seeing their campus and
all the things they are
doing I was blown away. I
felt everyone should have
that opportunity to see
what they're doing and

experience the amazing
energy of all the staff
and volunteers. I feel like
there are a lot of people
like me in the commu-
nity who hear the name
TEEG, but they don’t
know about what they’re
doing so I wanted them
to have the opportunity
to see it firsthand,” said
Burnworth.

The event was a sold-
out affair with both
dinners hosting a com-
bined 200 ticketholders
throughout the after-
noon. Everything at the
event was donated from
the manpower to the
food, the bowls, and even
the large tent erected out-
side to compensate for
the damp New England
Weather. It was a true

TEEG volunteers prep
kitchen during Empty Bowls.

community affair which
Burnworth said captured
the spirit of what Empty
Bowls, and being a busi-
ness owner in general, is
all about.

“It’s my philosophy
that as businesses we are
members of the commu-
nity and I believe that we
should all be taking care
of one another and help
to give back,” Burnworth
said. “Empty Bowls is a
great way that I, as a pot-
ter, can really make an
impact. Empty Bowls is
an international event.
There are versions of
this program all over the
world and I've found that
this is a great way that
we as a pottery studio can
give to our larger commu-
nity.”

| service agency’s

Soups for the event
we donated by 85 Main,
ANYA, Chef’s Table at
Little Dipper Farm, the
Courthouse Bar & Grill,
G Seven Caterers, Grill
37, Jessica Tuesday'’s,
Metro  Bistro, Mill
Town Grill, Jim Nowak,
Sassy Soup Sisters, The
Broken Crust, The Inn at
Woodstock Hill, Vanilla
Bean Café, and Woodstock
Academy. The meal also
included ice cream donat-
ed by Alamode Markey,
Bogey’s Ice Cream Buck’s
Soft Serve, Main Street
Gelaro, Ra Ra’s Ice
Cream Shop, The Ice Box,
and Woodstock Creamery
while breads for the event
were donated by Little
River Bakery and Soleil
& Suns Bakery.

Fall Author Series to feature
Philip and Philbrick

PUTNAM The
Putnam Library Author
Series is pleased to
announce its two fall
authors. Both events
will be free to the public
and held at the Putnam
Public Library.

On Saturday, Oct. 21
(1-2:30 p.m.) Leila Philip,
author of the recent,
nationally acclaimed
“Beaverland: How One
Weird Rodent Made
America,” will present
from the book that Sy
Montgomery (NYT best-
selling author of “The
Soul of an Octopus”) has
said will “break your
heart — and then heal it
with compassion, beau-
ty, and wonder.” Much
of Philip’s field research
on the beaver was done
in Connecticut’s Quiet
Corner. She and her book

Leila Philip

were recently featured on
CBS Sunday Morning.
Her presentation will be
followed by an open Q&A
and book signing.

Then on Saturday,
Nov. 4 (1-2:30 p.m.), our
featured author will be
Nathaniel Philbrick.
Philbrick is the author

Nathaniel Philbrick

of National Book Award
winner “In the Heart of
the Sea: The Tragedy of
the Whaleship Essex” and
nearly a half-dozen New
York Times bestsellers,
including “Mayflower:
Voyage, Community,
War” (Pulitzer finalist)
and “The Last Stand:

Family Fun Day raises
for 4-H camp

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — The
Windham-Tolland 4-H
Camp held a Family Fun
Day on Saturday, Sept. 30
as volunteers, campers,
and supporters spend the

damp afternoon at Buck’s
Soft Serve in Woodstock
providing numerous ame-
nities including cotton
candy, baked goods, and
a dunk tank. The popular
ice cream shop also sold
apple cider slushies with
proceeds benefitting the

camp.

Camp Director Heather
Logee said the event
served dual purposes, to
help raise funds to ren-
ovate the Camp’s dam
and also to increase
awareness of the upcom-
ing camp season. Logee

Jason Bleau

Campers and volunteers from the Windham-Tolland 4-H Camp serve cotton candy during a
Family Fun Day at Buck’s Soft Serve in Woodstock.

Custer, Sitting Bull,
and the Battle of Little
Bighorn.”P Few contem-
porary authors have writ-
ten as much and so well
on America’s history.
This event will be a con-
versation between series
host Brad Davis and Mr.
Philbrick. An open Q&A
and book signing will fol-
low.

The Putnam Library
Author Series, now in
its third year, aims to
feature northeastern
Connecticut authors
(novelists, poets, nonfic-
tion writers, and short
story writers) who have
had books recently pub-
lished. The series offers
two readings in the fall
and two in the spring.
The spring authors will
be announced in late win-
ter.

money

gave an update on the
dam project, which will
require nearly a million
dollars for the renova-
tion.

“We are making prog-
ress and have some plans
in the works, finally.
Hopefully, we will have
some design work done
soon. The big project is
raising the money to fix
the dam itself,” Logee
said. “The community
has done a lot to support
us and even though it
sounds like we still need a
lot we’re still doing work.
We keep spending the
money we get, but still
have the big cost of the
construction to go, and
every summer we have
to monitor the dam. We
just have to keep plug-
ging along.”

In addition to rais-
ing money for the dam,
the event also served as
simply a way for the 4-H
Camp to get its name out

Turn To FUN DAY page AS
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Woodstock Dems confirm Trading Post as location
for annnual children’s Winter Boot Drive

WOODSTOCK — The
Woodstock Democratic
Town Committee invites
area residents to support
its fourth annual Winter
Boot Drive to benefit chil-
dren from Woodstock and
neighboring towns. Once
again, WDTC will part-
ner with TEEG to help fill
this special need.

This year’s event will
the held on Saturday, Nov.
4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Woodstock Trading
Post (formerly Sweet
Evalina’s Stand) at the
corner of Route 169 and

door pavilion. Volunteers
will help unload your car.

TEEG Executive
Director Anne Miller
says, “Warm, winter
boots are a basic need
for children in our area,
and are something that
every child deserves. The
boot drive fills this very
important need for TEEG
and the families we serve.
We are so happy that
Woodstock’s Democratic
Town Committee volun-
teers will make this hap-
pen again this year.”

Bureau, TEEG will then
distribute the donated
boots to deserving fam-
ilies in Woodstock and
neighboring communi-
ties.

Donors who prefer
to contribute cash can
bring donations to the
boot drive on Nov. 4 or
mail checks, payable to
TEEG, to: WDTC, attn
Children’s Winter
Boot Drive, P.O. Box 813,
Woodstock, CT  06281.
Cash donations will be

used to purchase addi-
tional needed boots for
area children.

In 2022, the Winter Boot
Drive set records for total
boots donated (90 pairs)
and in cash contributions
($950). In its first three
years, boot drive support-
ers have contributed 211
pairs of boots and $2,550
in cash to help TEEG pur-
chase additional boots for
children who need warm
footwear for the winter.
These results document
how much the Woodstock

community cares, Anne
Miller said.

“Families that struggle
to afford food and rent
often do not have a budget
for children’s footwear,”
Miller said. “WDTC’s
Winter Boot Drive makes
sure that every child who
needs boots gets them.”

“We are pleased to
once again partner with
TEEG for this valuable
community service in
these still-challenging
times,” WDTC Chair
Charles Super said. “And

we especially thank own-
ers D’Andre Therecka
and Dante Therecka for
welcoming the WDTC
Boot Drive to the new
Woodstock Trading Post!
The Trading Post is a
spectacular location for
this important event.”

Event coordinator
Greg Kline urges donors
to “Please help us fill the
TEEG truck with boots!
Our goal is to receive at
least 125 pairs of chil-
dren’s winter boots this
year.”

Joy Road in Woodstock. T h e ° ll
s i petot Wheels to Learning rolls on
in children’s sizes for Committee

either gender and in
original packaging to the
Woodstock Trading Post
that day Look for the

will turn over
all donations
to TEEG. Inits
role as a Youth

REGION — Wheels to Learning rolls
on to support transportation costs for
field trips for all K-12 public schools
in Windham County for the upcoming

funding for an expanded list of desig-
nated venues. These organizations are:

Connecticut Audubon Society Center

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of
Art, Hartford

Wheels to Learning program and

TEEG truck near theout- S er vices 202324 school year. The program pro- at Pomfret, Pomfret application information was sent to all
vides bus funding to specified field trip Connecticut Capitol Building, Windham County public schools at the
destinations. Wheels to Learning was Hartford beginning of the school year. To access
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Fun for the whole family!
Saturday, October 14, 2023
10am — 5pm (rain or shine)
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Admission $5
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(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg) a
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Street SMART

Confidence Building
Mental Toughness

widely used during the 2022-23 school
year, providing $28,000 to support field
trips for 51 classrooms at 24 Windham
County schools, enabling 3,400 stu-
dents to participate in educational and
enriching opportunities outside their
classrooms.

Wheels to Learning was launched by
The Scripps Family Fund for Education
and the Arts and the Newell D. Hale
Foundation in 2018. The program’s
funders believe that every child should
have access to quality educational
opportunities including those outside
the classroom. The program addresses
the prohibitive cost of transportation
and ensures increased access to field
trip learning experiences for Windham
County public school students.

For the upcoming school year, Wheels
to Learning will offer transportation

Connecticut River Museum, Essex

Connecticut Science Center, Hartford

Connecticut’s Old State House,
Hartford

Harriet Beecher Stowe Center,
Hartford

Hartford Stage, Hartford

Mark Twain House and Museum,
Hartford

Mystic Aquarium, Mystic

Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic

New England Air Museum, Windsor
Locks

Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge,
Mass.

Performing Arts of Northeast
Connecticut (formerly Opera New
England)

Samuel Slater Experience, Webster,
Mass.

The Three C’s (Community
Cultural Committee of Northeastern
Connecticut, Inc.)

funding, teachers apply for transporta-
tion grants through a simple applica-
tion process on the program’s Web site.

Other New England states includ-
ing Rhode Island and Massachusetts
have state-wide programs that offer
transportation funding for school field
trips. In Connecticut, no such funding
is available and school districts and
the venues they visit often rely on pri-
vate donations to support these costs.
Feedback from other funders and pro-
gram participants will provide insight
to inform future decisions about the
funding, scope, and structure of the
program.

Further information about Wheels to
Learning can be found at the program’s
website at wheelstolearning.org. Please
direct any questions to Linda Marshall
at Lmarshall@mbphilanthropy.com.

Local students graduate from

University

WEST HARTFORD — Congratulations to the University
of Hartford Class of 2023, including Parker Kalafus of
Pomfret Center and Bethany Chase of Woodstock.

Spread across seven dynamic schools and colleges, the
University of Hartford has been guiding the purpose and
passion of students for over six decades. On our 350-acre cam-

48 states and 45

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Sept. 26: Ruby-crowned Kinglet,
Parula Warbler, Black and White Warbler, Pine Warbler,

L. THE SIDING STORE ™

of Hartford

countries come together for a common purpose: to collabo-
rate across different disciplines, diversify perspectives, and
broaden worldviews. We’re a four-year private university
focused on advancing the public good through meaningful
connections within our communities. Our unique approach
to comprehensive education gives us the critical perspec-

pus alongside tives that lead to impactful change,

- 2 TR Connecticut’s regionally and beyond. With degree

. . capital city, programs spanning the arts, human-
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service! | 860.886.1718 860.564.7088  visa = | yritten about his father, “Remembering

John Noel Dempsey.”

As many local residents may fondly
remember, John Dempsey served as
Governor of Connecticut from 1961 to
1971. Ed will also be happy to sign
copies of his book while at the local
bookstore.

Pourings & Passages Bookstore,
located at 103 Main St., Danielson, is
open Wednesday to Saturday 10 a.m. to
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Local college students begin first semester at Eastern

WILLIMANTIC — More than 900 new students are
in their first semester at Eastern Connecticut State
University this fall 2023. The new admits include 696
first-time students and 254 transfer students who are
enrolled in undergraduate and graduate-level pro-
grams.

Among them are:

Taylor Hardacker of Brooklyn, a first-year stu-
dent who majors in English and Early Childhood
Education.

Stormy Sawallich of Brooklyn, a senior who majors
in Sociology and Early Childhood Education.

Alyssa Thompson of Brooklyn, a first-year student
who majors in Liberal Studies and Early Childhood
Education.

Roman Azzolino of Brooklyn, a first-year student
who majors in Art.

Allison Capuano of Brooklyn, a junior who majors
in English.

Murphy Chace of Brooklyn, a sophomore who
majors in Art.

Kylie Gregory of Brooklyn, a first-year student who
majors in Psychology.

Jayson Ives of Brooklyn, a first-year student who
majors in Computer Science.

Jack Marshall of Brooklyn, a first-year student who
majors in Finance.

Kaelin Reilly of Brooklyn, a junior who majors in
Psychology.

Geoffrey Vallone of Brooklyn, a graduate student
who majors in Accounting.

Charlotte Ward of Brooklyn, a sophomore who
majors in English.

Michael Flaherty of Danielson, a graduate student
who majors in Early Childhood Education.

Joshua Larkin of Danielson, a junior who majors in

Pet Pals bosting low Roseland Cottage

cost rabies clinic

DANIELSON — Pet Pals Northeast, a local animal
welfare organization, is holding a low cost rabies clin-
ic at the Quinebaug Valley Veterinary Hospital,
Route 12, Danielson/Plainfield town line, on Oct. 21
from 2 to 3 p.m. Cost is $15 (cash only) per animal. Pre-
registration and appointment is required. No walk-ins,
please.

For information, registration and appointment con-
tact Pet Pals at 860-317-1720. This is the last clinic this
year.

[.ocal veteran’s album
reissued 52 years
after initial release

PUTNAM — After his discharge from the US Army
in Saigon, Vietnam in 1969, Roy Rutanen flew to
Sydney, Australia and went from soldier to singer-song-
writer. He performed on stage, in various clubs and cof-
fee houses, TV shows, recorded an album of his songs
two years later, and much to his surprise, re-released 52
years later. (On YouTube, too!)

Born in Putnam, where he now lives, grew up
in Southbridge, Mass., and drafted in 1966. When
he returned to the States he dropped music, attend-
ed broadcasting school in Boston, into radio in
Poughkeepsie, an award-winning broadcast journalist
at KENS-TV in San Antonio, Texas, back to school and
graduated from UMASS Ambherst.

Scout

Computer Science.

Tate Larrow of Danielson, a junior who majors in
Business Administration.

Jocelyn Madden of Danielson, a graduate student
who majors in Secondary Education.

John Madden of Danielson, a sophomore who
majors in Psychology.

Lauren Mayotte of Danielson, a graduate student
who majors in Early Childhood Education.

Michael Newman of Danielson, a graduate student
who majors in Management.

Angel Rodriguez of Danielson, a first-year student
who majors in Art.

Ashley Rosado Sanchez of Danielson, a first-year
student who majors in Art.

Aubrey Zannini of Danielson, a first-year student
who majors in Exploratory - Undecided.

Ciara King of Dayville, a first-year student who
majors in Exploratory Education.

Grace Gronski of Woodstock Valley, a sophomore
who majors in Spanish and Elementary Education.

Cc LeBlanc of North Grosvenordale, a graduate stu-
dent who majors in Early Childhood Education.

Chloe Manzo of North Grosvenordale, a first-year
student who majors in Health Sciences.

Jack Smalarz of North Grosvenordale, a sophomore
who majors in Computer Science.

Allison Thebeau of Thompson, a first-year student
who majors in History and Theatre and Performance
Media.

Nicholas Prouty of Thompson, a junior who majors
in Psychology.

Zachary Willard of Thompson, a junior who majors
in Business Administration.

Elizabeth Mard of Eastford, a first-year student who
majors in Liberal Studies and Elementary Education.

to host 41st

Annual Fine Arts
and Crafts Festival

WOODSTOCK — Roseland Cottage’s 41st Annual Fine Arts and
Crafts Festival takes place Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 14 and 15, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. More than 150 juried artisans, live music, food court,
first floor tours, and children’s entertainment. $5, free for Historic

New England members.

Roseland Cottage is located at 556 Route 169, Woodstock. Please

call (860) 928-4074 for more information.

Danielle Laurito of Eastford, a graduate student
who majors in Early Childhood Education.

Elliot Lawrence of Eastford, a graduate student
who majors in Elementary Education.

Sarah Tuttle of Pomfret Center, a junior who majors
in History and Elementary Education.

Ava Basak of Woodstock, a first-year student who
majors in Finance.

Alexandra Cloutier of Woodstock, a first-year stu-
dent who majors in Social Work.

Ethan Craig of Woodstock, a first-year student who
majors in Political Science.

Cody Currie of Woodstock, a sophomore who majors
in Computer Science.

Ethan Ekman of Woodstock, a first-year student
who majors in Computer Science.

Tanner Favreau of Woodstock, a first-year student
who majors in Biology.

Tyler Green of Woodstock, a first-year student who
majors in Exploratory - Undecided.

Nicholas Majewski of Woodstock, a sophomore who
majors in Environmental Earth Science.

The most popular majors for the new students
include psychology, business administration, health
sciences, computer science, art and biology. The
students come from nearly all of Connecticut’s 169
towns and 21 other states. Outside of Connecticut,
the biggest feeder states for the new students include
Massachusetts, New York and Rhode Island.

These students join a student body of nearly 4,000
who are enrolled for the 2023-24 academic year. In
total, 30 states are represented among them and
approximately 30% are the first in their families to
attend college.

Privacy Hedge!
6 ft arborvitae (reduced $125)
Free installation free delivery

A grade! Order now for fall

delivery. Limited supply.

lowcosttrees.com
518-536-1367

Join Aspinock
Historical Society
for Walktober event

PUTNAM — The Walktober event will Oct.
7 will start at the Municipal Complex (200
School St., Putnam) at 10 a.m. with town his-
torian Bill Pearsall. We will walk around the
town to show

some historic buildings and events that
have impacted our history. We will end back
at the

Complex with a tour of the museum. For
more information, visit putnamaspinockh-
istsoc.com.

Please call 617-994-5914
for additional information.

41st Annual Roseland Cotyage
Fone Ak #of Pl

Roseland Cottage
556 Route 169
Woodstock, Conn.

Saturday and Sunday,
October 14 and 15
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This festival is one of the leading juried fine arts and

crafts shows in New England. It features over 150 New England

artisans and their work:

JEWELRY, PAINTING, PRINTMAKING, WOODWORK, POTTERY,

CLOTHING, METALWORK, AND MUCH MORE!

Enjoy live music and the food court.

Members Free ®* Nonmembers $5 ¢ Children under 12 Free

www.historicnewengland.org

HISTORIC

NEW ENGLAND

"Troops 2
5 & 66

hosting
Open House

Oct. 19

PUTNAM — On Thursday, Oct. 19
from 6:30-8 p.m., Boy Scouts from Troop
25 and Troop 66 will be conducting an
Open House at Scout Hall in Thompson.

Climb mountains? Go whitewater
rafting? Build a wilderness survival
shelter?

Develop teamwork and learn to lead
all while making friends and creating
memories that last a lifetime!

We have monthly campouts/adven-
tures October through June! There is
something for everyone!

THE LAwW OFFICE OF

GABRIELLE LABONTE

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

_— WiLLS AND
A Sy TRUSTS
Y-
AT T
*'t&w - MEDICAID

N
| i PLANNING

5 VINA LANE ¢ P.O. Box 709
BrooOKLYN, CONNECTICUT 06234

PHonE: 860-774-3700 e Fax: 860-774-6300

Participant

Winner

There are no
part1c1pat10n trophles

when it comes to |

| ”""i \/(I
rl '| ||
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Life has no off-season. Every day is game day, so you
work hard and play smart to afford retirement, and with the
right gameplan, retire early. Let our Plan Well, Invest Well,
Live Well process help get you to the top of your game.

WEISS,

HALE

& ZAHANSKY

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS

Invest Well.

ell.

- ®

whzwealth.com | (860)928-2341
697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 06259
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial
Network,® Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
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Recently, there have
been discussions about
the possible closing,
or at least move, of the
South Woodstock Post
Office. At one time,
there were six post offic-
es in town, a point made
every so enthusiastically
by former post masters
Bill Farber and Richard
Potter during the
Woodstock Tercentenary
Exhibit in 1986. As part
of that exhibit, the U.S.
Postal Service was touted
for disseminating infor-
mation, encouraging eco-
nomic growth and devel-
oping a sense of demo-
cratic nationalism over
the town’s more than 300
years.

T h e
Massachusetts General
Court created a qua-
si-post office in 1637, by
designating certain pri-
vate homes as places to
drop foreign mail. Later
in the same century the
Court officially sanc-
tioned the establishment
of a post office in Boston
under John Howard.
Thomas Neale, a royal
advisor, was permitted
to patent a postal system
for the colonies in 1691.
It was a monopoly with
prescribes rates and pro-
cedures for appointing
new post masters. Most
of the colonies agreed
to the Neale system but
Massachusetts folks had
concerns. They insisted
that the system be amend-
ed to include a marking
system on each letter

Woodstock and the Post

with the date it
was received for
mailing, impos-

WooDSTOCK THROUGH

ing a level of THE YEARS
quality conFrOl  © & & & & & o o o o o o o o
and the first | CHARLENE PERKINS CUTLER
“postmarking.”

The British

Parliament
rejected the Neale system
and it never went into
effect legally; however,
it still managed to incur
a deficit of 2,000 pounds
in four years because the
rates were so high and
unregulated.

In 1710, Queen
Anne’s Act created a
postal monopoly for the
colonies and the profits
were allocated as revenue
for Queen Anne’s War.
This was well before the
Stamp Act but the colo-
nies still opposed financ-
ing England’s conflicts
and so they circumvent-
ed the system eliminat-
ing revenue to England.
Benjamin Franklin
was appointed Deputy
Postmaster General in
1753. He was powerless
to amend preset rates
but did speed up ser-
vice and strengthen the
ties between colonies by
establishing new routes,
local delivery and intro-
ducing special rates for
newspapers. His sys-
tem had its first profit-
able year in 1761. But
England still wanted its
revenue and so increased
the rates. The colonies
continued to go around
the system. The Stamp
Act followed in 1766.

William
Goddard developed the
Constitutional Post in
1774, a short-lived sys-
tem which encouraged
each colony to maintain
its own postal service.
It did not work. The
American Post Office
was established during
the 2nd Continental
Congress in July of 1775,
with Benjamin Franklin
appointed as Postmaster
General. Woodstock
was the junction of at
least three weekly post-
al routes that served
southern New England.
One ran south and west
to Fairfield, a second
south to New London,
and a third northeast to
Cambridge. Woodstock
resident Ebenezer Smith
was hired as a news
carrier in May of 1775,
so authorized by the
Connecticut General
Assembly. Such carriers
could also be hired for
personal service. Samuel
Dexter wrote from
Woodstock in September,
1775, “I have engaged
the bearer who rides
post from this place to
Cambridge every week to
go out of his way to deliv-
er this letter to you...”
(Bowen, 146).

The new post-

al system was
' expensive
to maintain
but essential
throughout the
Revolution. It
ran deficits that
were covered by
Congress. Postal regula-
tions were revamped in
1782, further organizing
a relationship between
postmasters, stagecoach
contractors and mail car-
riers. Rates remained
high, security of mail
was an issue, and letters
often arrived opened.
The Postal Act of
1792 was the first post-
al legislation enacted by
Congress and required
the postal service to be
self-supporting, use
all profits to expand
services, and run on
expanded routes creat-
ed by Congress. Local
service was not conve-
nient. Woodstock resi-
dents could only mail let-
ters if they could carry
them to the Pomfret
Post Office, established
in 1795. The Louisiana
Purchase marked a huge
expansion of the national
system but did little to
improve postal service in
Woodstock. Finally, the
Woodstock Post Office
was established on Dec.
22, 1810 when William
Bowen was appointed
postmaster. Fifteen years
later, the West Woodstock
Post Office came into
service with Chauncey
Kibbe as its first postmas-
ter, and in 1829 Amasa

Carpenter accepted the
position of postmaster
for North Woodstock.

In 1836, a
new Postal Act passed
Congress that more
specifically defined the
duties of the Postmaster
General, the rules for
making contracts with
mail carriers, and restric-
tions for postal employees
having a financial rela-
tionship with mail car-
riers. Rates were crazy:
18.5 cents for a letter to
travel from New York
City to Troy, N.Y,, but a
barrel of flour could trav-
el the same distance for
12.5 cents. Prepayment
of postage was adopted
in 1840; stamps became
mandatory in  1856.
Rural delivery, the penny
postcards and flat rate
postage system came in
the last quarter of the
19th century.

Once again, Woodstock
found itself in an advan-
tageous position when
“The Great Mail” passed
through on the Center
Turnpike from Boston
to Hartford. The North
Woodstock Post Office
changed its name to East
Woodstock in 1853. A
new North Woodstock
Post Office was estab-
lished that same day
at the Village Corners
(Route 169 and 197).
The Woodstock Post
Office became the South
Woodstock Post Office
on Dec. 19, 1862, and on
the same day a new post
office was established

on Woodstock Hill. The
sixth post office in town
was created in 1857 in
Woodstock Valley with
Thomas P. Leonard as the
first postmaster.

A great deal of
modernization, expan-
sion of services and rates
occurred in the 20th cen-
tury, as well as the estab-
lishment of zip codes. In
Woodstock, the six orig-
inal village post offices
were pared down to three:
West closed in 1916 and
North in 1976, followed
by Woodstock Valley in
the late 1980s (its zip code
of 06282 is now delivered
through the post office on
Route 169). What will the
21st century bring?

Books on Woodstock
history available at any
pf the town’s four librar-
ies:

Bowen, Clarence
Winthrop. History of
Woodstock. Boston:
James R. Osgood, 1882.

Larned, Ellen D.
History of Windham
County, Connecticut.
2 vols. Worcester,
Massachusetts: Printed
by

Charles Hamilton,
1874.

Woodstock
Tercentenary Committee.
Heritage and Horizons,
Woodstock Remembers

300 Years.
Woodstock, CT, 1968.

Finding inspiration in the life of Victor Frankl

A life that exem-

ment became the

plified  triumph POSITIVELY sole haven in the
over the deepest Sppaxing City that continued
abysses of despair to admit and treat
is that of Viktor TOBY Jewish  patients
Frankl.  During moore  amid the growing
World War I, anti-Semitic envi-

Viktor Frankl was
stripped of every-
thing amidst the unimag-
inable horrors of Nazi
concentration camps.

Frankl was born in
1905 in Vienna, Austria,
into a Jewish family. By
the time he was a young
man, the Nazis rose to
power, and their grip
tightened on Europe;
they enacted anti-Jewish
laws in Austria, impos-
ing severe restrictions on
the Jewish community.
These laws affected every
facet of Jewish life.

Frankl, a practicing
psychiatrist and neurol-
ogist, was barred from
treating non-Jewish
patients due to these
oppressive policies.
However, instead of being
entirely sidelined, he
took on a crucial role at
the Rothschild Hospital
in Vienna. This establish-

Fall is filled with
preparing gardens for
the following season,
raking leaves, and har-
vesting. Use plant trim-
mings and fall leaves to
create raised beds and
a quality planting mix
without disturbing the
existing soil. When you
minimize or eliminate
tilling, you’ll increase
organic matter in the
soil, maintain and over
time improve soil health
and structure, save water,
and boost plant growth.

This no-dig gardening
technique employs sheet
composting, also known
as lasagna gardening,
to create planting beds.
Plant trimmings are used
to create multi-layered
beds like you would when
building a compost pile.
The mixture used is not
as precise and you do not
turn it like you would a
compost pile.

Start your lasagna gar-
den by measuring and
marking the garden bed.
Edge the outline of the
garden bed, if needed, to
slow the infiltration of
the surrounding grass
and weeds. Cut any grass
and weeds in this area

ronment.

In 1942, he could have
escaped to the United
States and avoided The
Holocaust’s encroaching
menace. However, unwill-
ing to leave his beloved
wife Tilly and his par-
ents, he chose to stay
with his family.

That year, the Nazis
arrested Frankl, his wife,
and his parents, uproot-
ing them from their regu-
lar lives and forcing them
into the Jewish Ghetto.

The Nazis deceitfully
paraded the Ghetto as a
“model” Jewish settle-
ment. Of course, that was
just a facade. It was over-
crowded, with scarce food
and clean water. Diseases
ran rampant; fear and
death were a constant
companion.

The ghetto primarily

served as a transit camp,
directing Jews to immi-
nent Kkilling centers and
concentration camps.

The Frankl family
faced their darkest hour
when authorities ordered
them to the notorious
concentration camp
Auschwitz.

Upon arrival, authori-
ties forced them to relin-
quish all possessions,
shed their clothing, shave
every strand of hair, and
don the crudest rags.

“We really had noth-
ing now except our bare
bodies -- even minus hair;
all we possessed, literal-
ly, was our naked exis-
tence,” a Frankl later
remarked.

After the devastating
loss of Frankl’s mother
to the Nazi’s brutality,
he and the love of his
wife, Tilly, found fleeting
solace in their shared
embrace.

Tragically, the Nazis
separated them, sending
Tilly to meet her death in

a distant camp.

Despite his grief,
Frankl noticed those who
held onto a sense of pur-
pose managed to endure
their days with a hint of
strength.

In contrast, those who
lost touch with meaning
quickly fell apart, their
spirits shattered, and
they died faster.

He noticed that even a
simple dream, a memo-
ry, or the hope of seeing
a loved one again could
fuel an individual’s drive
to endure another day.

Despite losing his
family and possessions,
Frankl realized that
one thing remained
untouched: his power to
choose his attitude, the
truest possession anyone
holds.

Miraculously, in 1945,
allied soldiers freed
Frankl from the concen-
tration camps.

Hisexperience inspired
him to write “Man’s

Search for Meaning,” a
seminal work in existen-
tial literature that reso-
nated with readers world-
wide.

Despite facing
immense suffering, he
found purpose in it all.
He argues that life has
meaning even in the
most dehumanizing and
pitiless conditions. He
argued that the prima-
ry motivational force in
humans is the pursuit of
that meaning.

“Between stimulus and
response, there is a space.
In that space is our power
to choose our response.
In our response lies our
growth and our freedom,”
he famously reflected.

After returning to
Vienna, Frankl created
a new psychiatric ther-
apy named logotherapy,
rooted in the belief that
humanity’s primary
drive is the search for
meaning.

Logotherapy  posits
that individuals find
purpose and fulfillment

Create your own garden soil

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

very short and cover with
moist newspaper or card-
board to smother these
unwanted plants. The
grass, weeds, and paper
layer will eventually
decompose adding organ-
ic matter to the soil.
Sprinkle a layer of
compost over the initial
layer, if needed, to hold
the newspaper or card-
board in place. Top this
with four to ten inches
of plant trimmings such
as fall leaves, plant-based
kitchen scraps, herbi-
cide-free grass clippings,
straw, or other similar
materials. Sprinkle a low
nitrogen, slow-release
fertilizer over this layer
to feed the microorgan-
isms that will help con-
vert the trimmings to a
rich planting mix. Cover
with an inch of com-
post. Repeat the layers,
just like making lasagna,
until your garden is 18 to

24 inches high.

Fall is a great time to
create your beds since
you have an abundant
supply of the needed
ingredients. Or stock-
pile these ingredients
until you have time to
build the garden beds.
You can plant trans-
plants directly in your
lasagna garden bed at

the start of the season,
even in a freshly built
garden bed. Just sprinkle
compost or potting mix
on top of the beds when
planting seeds.

Hiigelkultur, or mound
gardens, have been used
in Germany for many
years and take this one
step further by placing
the garden at a lower ele-
vation and perpendicular
to water runoff. The gar-
den can be started in a
trench or on the soil sur-
face. Starting the garden
below ground captures
more stormwater runoff
but may require extra
tools, equipment or help
with digging.

The garden can be any
size and height depend-
ing on the available mate-
rials and your garden-
ing goals. The sides can
be steep or more gently
sloped which reduces the

risk of freshly planted
seeds washing out during
rainfall.

The bottom layer is
made of logs, branches,
and fall leaves. Do not
include black walnut,
which is toxic to many
plants, or cedar and black
locust which are very
slow to decompose. The
rotting logs and branches
absorb water, making it
available to the plants in
the garden. As the tree
trimmings decompose,
they add nutrients to the
soil. Research and expe-
rience show these woody
plant materials do not
deprive plants of needed
nitrogen. Instead, it will
provide the plants with
needed nutrients for five
to ten or more years.

Next, add the layers of
a lasagna garden atop the
bottom layer. Then top it
all off with several inch-
es of soil.

You can also use these
methods to create the
planting mix needed to
fill raised bed structures.
Not only will you save
money, but you will put
landscape trimmings to
work, creating a quality
planting mix for growing
your favorite vegetables
and flowers.

not in avoiding suffering
but in how they respond
to it. Through this lens,
even the gravest challeng-
es can be met purpose-
fully, underscoring the
innate human capacity
to extract meaning from
any situation.

Frankl’s journey forces
us to confront our exis-
tence and the situations
that bind us. Perhaps
your chains aren’t as vis-
ible or as oppressive as
those of a concentration
camp, but they are chains
nonetheless.

Can we, like Frankl,
find that space between
stimulus and response?
For in that space, we too
can decide.

The world, at times,
seems devoid of mean-
ing.

The life of Victor
Frankl can be a guide to
finding meaning in your
life, helping to fuel your
purpose with strength.

' i S

The bottom layer of a Hiigelkultur garden consists of logs,

branches, and fall leaves.

These beds gradual-
ly settle but the benefits
remain. Add compost or
repeat the sheet compost-
ing process as needed
to maintain the desired
depth.

Building a healthy
soil foundation is a long-
term solution to grow-
ing productive gardens
with fewer pest problems
that require less ongoing

maintenance.
Melinda Mpyers has
written more than

20 gardening books,
including the recent-

ly released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
and DVD series and the
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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In

the Studio

“In the Studio” fea-
tures artists from the
Quiet Corner-home to
many artists and mak-
ers, some of whom have

In the
Studio

for over ten years. Any
advice for first-time art-
ist applicants?

Have fun. Be patient-
-it takes a while to

national or internation-
al recognition for their

CYNTHIA SAARI

develop a following.
Be flexible; I still learn

work in fine art, hand-

craft, performing art, art education,
and graphic art. In this series, we’ll
talk with our artist neighbors and learn
about their careers, current projects,
and connections to our towns. We’ll
also learn some “artspeak” terms in
our conversations, demystifying some
of those “artist words.”

In this interview, we're meeting with
photographer, Nancy Nielsen, former-
ly a resident of both Danielson and
Woodstock. Nancy’s studio is in East
Greenwich, R.I. Her work has been dis-
played and awarded numerous times,
with group and solo shows in New
England as well as Open Studio days in
East Greenwich. Nancy’s photographs
drew me to her booth at this June’s
Putnam Fine Arts & Crafts Festival,
and I wanted to share her work with
Villager readers.

Hello Nancy and welcome to “In
the Studio.” Thank you for sharing
insights on your photography. You’ve
taken close-up photography to a level
where the viewer enters the colors and
textures of a surface to a point where
the ordinary becomes extraordinary. I
particularly like your photos of paint in
various stages of wearing down.

What can you tell me about these
images?

I do not tell people what I take pic-
tures of or where I take them, because I
like it to be a mystery. It allows people
to use their imagination and see what
they see. I believe that once you put
parameters on something, it limits the
expansion of your mind and further
exploration of the art. I used to kid-
dingly say, “If you buy it, I will tell you
what it is,” but when a person bought it,
they decided they didn’t want to know
the answer. How cool is that?!

You mentioned having new perspec-
tives/outlooks since taking a class
called “Out of the Box” and getting
behind the camera. Tell us about that.”

First of all, I will say that you are
never too old to start something new.
In 2011, I took a photography class,
entitled “Out of the Box,” that was
about seeing things from a different
perspective. Homework assignments
were to take pictures pretending I was
an ant looking up, a bird looking down,
and literally shooting from the hip. The
instructor said to forget about the clas-
sic photography rules (rule of thirds,
etc.) and just have fun taking pictures.
I was off and running - crawling under
things and climbing on top of things to
get my photos. It was a blast! I started
to notice things I had never seen before.
The closer I got, the more interesting
the details became.

By nature, I am a detail-oriented per-
son, I like perfection, and have always
followed the rules. My thinking is rigid,
I see things as black and white, and I
like a bottom line that is equal on both
sides of the equation. These character-
istics have made me the good bookkeep-
er that I have been for many years.

Taking this class got my whole life out
of the box. It added a new dimension
and my life became more balanced - left
and right brain now both at work. I saw
people and things from a different per-
spective and am now more open-minded
in my thinking. I still respect rules, but
have realized that sometimes they can
be bent or not followed, new ones can
be created, old ones discarded, etc. I
have learned to let go and appreciate life
by looking more closely at something.
Inner beauty is revealed — the spiral of
a broken shell, the rust and decay of an
object, pieces of seaglass.

This change in my thinking and way
of seeing has led to the abstract nature
of the pictures I take. Macro photogra-
phy allows me to take close up pictures
that I can then share with others, show-
ing the details that I have seen.

In our conversation before this inter-
view, you mentioned that after doing
your first show, you realized that your
set-up/display needed to be upgraded.
This is not an unusual stumbling block
for artists starting out. What did you
need and how did

new things at each fes-
tival I do, because there are things that
are out of my control such as weather,
equipment breaks, car won’t start, festi-
val coordinator changes booth orienta-
tions/locations.

It’s not for the faint of heart. It is
time consuming, costly, and physically
demanding. However, it’s also reward-
ing to have your artwork validated by
compliments and purchases. There are
many intangible rewards--meeting new
people and making new friends (art-
ists and customers), connecting with
old friends; sharing your work with
like-minded souls, laughter.

What are some of the most memora-
ble comments you’ve received about a
photograph?

Itlooks like a painting. It’s not typical
photography. It has so much depth. Very
colorful and unique. Those are some of
my favorite comments. From a couple
observing peeling paint photo : (she)
Wow! So beautiful, colorful, details are
gorgeous! (he) Looks like it needs a coat
of paint! (me) Laughter!! (the best med-
icine ever). One gentleman who does
a lot of restoration work told me that
when viewing a peeling paint photo,
he was brought right back into the
experience of restoration, including the
smells, while being reminded of the
joy/beauty of both “the before and after
look.”

You've given me links where readers
can see more of your work:

http://westbayopenstudios.com/nan-
cy-nielsen.html https://westerlyarts.
com/nancy-nielsen/

https://www.facebook.com/nansea-
studio

What upcoming shows
do you plan to participate
in?

Scituate Art Festival
(Rhode Island) Oct. 79 ,
Booth 24B (near gazebo)

West Bay Open Studios
Tour - Oct. 21-22

Thank you so much |
for joining us today. Any
closing thoughts or com-

ments?

I hope my artistic
designs will inspire view-
ers to see life in a new
way - full of color, detail,
uniqueness, wonder, and
creativity....and bring a sense of peace
and happiness.

If interested in being on my mailing
list and/or visiting my studio, contact
me at: nanseastudio@gmail.com (401)
323-4846.

Word of the day:

Macro photography, also known as
close up photography;, is the art of mak-
ing small things look big, or macro. In
technical terms, macro images repro-
duce the subject at a magnification
ratio of at least 1:1, where the image
in the camera sensor is the same size
or bigger than the

mat.com]

About the writer: Cynthia Saari
(Woodstock) is a nationally recognized
flamework glass artist. She has exhibit-
ed her work & taught for over 20 years;
her glass beads have been included in
numerous publications & invitation-
als. Significant projects include cos-
tume work for the Santa Fe Opera, and
flamework demonstrator at the Peabody
Essex Museum. Cynthia offers talks &
workshops in the Quiet Corner; she is
an adjunct professor of art at a local
college.

real-life thing. [for-

10. Talked
12. Unique skill
14. Unembarrassed

19. Used to anoint

in rust fungi

26. Self

30. Flightless bird

31. Expectorated

the truth
35. Type of patch

2. Partner to flow

6. Angry

11. Enmities

you go about get-
ting it?

Showplace Cabinetry is made

in  America

I needed racks.
I put out feelers at
an art association
I belonged to, and
was connected
to an artist who
was looking to get
rid of her entire
festival setup. I
also looked on
Craigslist, e-Bay,
and did generic
online searches
(for tents, racks,
display pieces). I
attended festivals
to observe other
artists’ displays
and asked where
they purchased
items

You’ve been
doing shows now

by employee-owners who take great pride in every
cabinet they craft for you. Your creative choices are
nearly unlimited, and it's all backed by the assurance
of a lifetime warranty. Call us to learn more about
whatwe can do for vour dream.

$SHOWP_LACE

EMPLOYEE AMERICA

LIFETIME
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EASTFORD

asuccesshul project!

Weare authorized refailer of
Benjamin Moore Paints & Stains.

Our Staff Makes it easy to ind the
right color, paint and supplies o ensure
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YOUR DREAM, CLOSER TO REALITY
Transform Your Home Today! ¢ &

189 Eastford Rd., Eastford, CT 06242

ph: 860-974-1924 - fax: 860-974-0099
eastfordbuildingsupply.com

MooTeZN
PAINTS

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

27. Trims away
29. Full of tears

CLUES ACROSS

1. Flat tableland with steep edges 37. French river
5. Byproduct of fire

16. Where teenagers go 44
18. Boxing’s GOAT

20. Reproductive structure found

22. Auburn great Newton
23. Some are for Christmas
25. Dried, split pulses

27. Where to get your mail
28. High schoolers” test

33. Practice of misrepresenting

CLUES DOWN

1. Licensed for Wall Street

3. A very large body of water
4. Accumulate on the surface of
5. Central cores of stems

7. Spanish stew:  podrida

8. Fastened with a pin

9. On your way: _ route 44,
10. Soviet labor camp system 46

13. B complex vitamin

15. Go quickly 51. Web of Things

17. Toast 54. Ship goods as cargo
18. A team’s best pitcher 59. The bill in a restaurant
21. Philly culinary specialty 60. Young female

23. Small child 61. OJ trial judge

24, Unhappy 62. One's grandmother

38. Told on

40. Hillside

41. Peyton's little brother

42, Soviet Socialist Republic

. Progressive country musician

45. Witness

48, Brews

50. Yellowish-brown

52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)

53. Mexican agave

55. Type of “cast™

56. Popular breakfast food

57. Atomic #52

58. Position north or south of the
equator

63. Gadget

65. Another recording

66. Irregular bulges in cell membranes

67. Dark brown

32, Touch softly

34. Former OSS

35. A person’s chest

36. Came from behind

39. Fall back

40. Nellie . journalist
43. A part of a river where the
current is very fast
Weather

. Sports broadcaster lan
47. Electroencephalograph
49, Phenyl salicylate

64. West Siberian river
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Richardson, Clark, Mathewson
are key in Woodstock Academy’s victory

Jason Mckay photos

Woodstock Academy’s Eric Mathewson attempts to maneuver through the Montville defense.

making his way down the field.

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — The
time clock began tick-
ing under 6 minutes, 20
seconds in the opening
quarter when Woodstock
Academy senior quarter-
back Teddy Richardson
corralled the shotgun
snap, sold the counterac-
tion perfectly, and sprinted
for a 30-yard touchdown
run to begin the offensive
explosion for the now 2-2
Centaurs on Saturday,
Sept. 30.

Woodstock scored on
their first three posses-
sions of the game to jump
out to a 20-0 lead and kept
rolling from start to finish
to defeat visiting Montville

Woodstock Academy’s Gabe Luperon-Flecha plows through two Montville

High (2-2) on Homecoming,
46-13.

“It starts with Teddy,
having Teddy back at
quarterback this week,
which allows us to put Sam
(Clark) back at tight end,”
stated Woodstock head
coach Sean Saucier. “That
is where we want to be. So,
we struggled last week a
lot with Teddy being out
with his injury, but it was
great to have him back and
a lot of that was him, with
his confidence and his
performance this season.
It was great to have him
back.”

Richardson account-
ed for 107 yards rushing
and two scores and also
connected with Clark for

a 51-yard touchdown pass
in the second quarter.
The play was beautiful,
Richardson rolling left on
play-action and launching
apass on the run to a wide-
open Clark in stride.
Clark accounted for
this long touchdown on
offense but also anchored
the defense in the contest.
The junior also tallied two
interceptions on defense,
one of which was a 90-yard
pick-six that was called
back due to a penalty:.
“Heisadude, we call him
a dude,” stated Saucier.
“He is just a football play-
er, he is our tight end and
is a linebacker. He is our
backup quarterback. He is
just a fantastic kid and a

‘X._;.b;_"-'i'{_'-_{' "“:‘

.

Teddy Richardson of Woodstoc

1
v F‘

k Academy throws a mid-air pass to Gabe Luperon-Flecha while

being tackled by the Montville defense.

defenders while

Woodstock Academy’s Zack Majewski p

offensive runner.

great football player.”

Much of the success
on Saturday was on the
ground for Woodstock,
gaining 294 yards rushing.
The offensive line con-
trolled the trenches and
played a big part in the
victory.

“Offensive line, it was
just a healthy unit that
got to practice together
all week,” Saucier stat-
ed. “Number eight (Eric
Mathewson) is a first-year
senior football player. This
is the first time he has
played before. We knew he
was a great athlete and to
see his confidence grow
week to week is fun to
watch.”

Mathewson ran hard
and finished the day with
129 yards and two touch-
downs on 13 carries.

e T,

ounces forward in an attempt to tackle a Montville

Henry Wotton of Woodstock Academy kicks off during the

second quarter of the game.

Hot start for Quinebaug Valley Pride, who slow
down and drop decision to Platt Tech

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

DANIELSON — Less
than a minute into the
second quarter, junior
running back Deven
LaMothe corralled a
handoff from quarter-
back Sebastian Edward
Hanshaw and sprinted in
for a 5-yard touchdown
to give the Quinebaug
Valley football team a

two-touchdown  lead.
Following an extra point
the Pride led 15-0 early.
“We have a play called
power, where we run up
the middle and break out-
side,” explained LaMothe
about his team’s early
success. “That play was
hitting for 20-30 yards at
a time, but in the second
half, I was getting closed
down and couldn’t do

anything.”

LaMothe tallied 77 of
his 120 rushing yards on
his team’s first two drives
that led to scores.

However, the offen-
sive outburst early from
Quinebaug Valley wasn’t
enough and they were
unable to find the end
zone for the rest of the
contest. This gave Platt
Tech chances when the

two met on Sunday, Oct.
1. The Pride had glimps-
es of success and many
opportunities, but not
executing in certain sit-
uations gave all momen-
tum to Platt Tech. Platt
scored 28 unanswered
points and defeated
Quinebaug Valley 28-15.
“I felt like we came
in with a good offen-
sive game plan,” stated

Quinebaug Valley head
coach Joe Asermelly. “We
need better execution
and there were just a lot
of missed opportunities.
There were opportuni-
ties in this game and you
know it at the moment
and we were unable to
execute in those pressure
moments and that left the
door open and credit to
Platt Tech, they wanted it

more than us today.”

Quinebaug’s other
touchdown came on a
pass from Hanshaw to
Lyric James Teevan for
a 14-yard touchdown.
Hanshaw rolled to the
right on a play action pass
and hit Teevan in stride a
couple yards before the
end zone. Teevan did the
rest.

If Quinebaug Valley
plays like they did early,

they’re a fun team to
watch and will have
success going forward.
Junior leader LaMothe
expressed the things he
knows the team needs to
focus on heading into the
rest of the season.

“Our Dblocking and
our defense,” LaMothe
emphasized. “We have to
stay strong on defense.
We get tired quickly, it
is what we have to work
on. The little things are
hurting us.”

kids to Pomfret. Registration starts in
January, so it comes up fast. It’s not
too early to ever start thinking about
camp. We had a great summer in 2023
and we’re looking forward to 2024,” said
Logee.

Next year will also be a milestone
for the camp as it celebrates 70 years
as part of the Quiet Corner with a
variety of events planned to mark the
occasion. Those hoping to learn more
about the camp, register a child, or
to donate to the dam project can visit
www.4hcampct.org.

FUN DAY

continued from page Al

to the public and hopefully bring in
new campers for the 2024 season. Logee
explained that once registration begins,
slots will fill up fast.

“Obviously, our big goal is summer
camp and getting kids outside, away
from technology. The more we can do
events like this, not just for fundraising
but to get our name out there, the more
we hope that when parents start to look
at camps, they look to us and send their

A bake sale helped raise money to support the dam project during the Windham-Tolland 4-H
Camp Family Fun Day.
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BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — Late
into the second half,
Killingly junior Landon
Lesage set up from the
35-yard line for a free
kick. Lesage stepped
toward the ball and loft-
ed it beautifully into New
London’s penalty box and
with perfect timing fellow
junior John Fitzgibbons
leaped and pierced the
net, squeezing the ball
just past the goalkeeper.
That gave Killingly a 1-0
late into the contest in
a hard-fought defensive
battle.

But the lead did not last

Killingly High School
Field Hockey (3-4-1)

Killingly HS field hock-
ey gets their third win in
a row with a 1-0 win vs
Woodstock Academy on
Tuesday, 9/26. Sophomore
Josie Sanchez scored her
first goal of the season
in the second quarter.
Goalkeeper Jill Beach
recorded another shutout
win with 4 saves.

Killingly field hockey
tied EO Smith Saturday
1-1 on Saturday, 9/30. The
lone goal was scored by
junior Lila Beaudreault.
Senior goalkeeper Jill
Beach made 6 saves.

Girls’ Volleyball (4-6)

Varsity defeated
Plainfield 3 sets to 2, 20-25,
25-19, 25-10, 20-25, 15-9 on
Tuesday, 9/26. Shanaya
Brown had 6 kills; Chloe
Yip had 30 digs; Shyah
Baker had 35 assists;
Grace Deslauriers had
5 aces, 9 Kills; Jocelyn
Crowley had 3 digs, 4 aces,
5 kills; Emmas Miller had
4 blocks, 6 Kkills; Emma
Rainville had 4 blocks,
4 kills; and Addison
Montville had 47 assists
to lead Killingly. Killingly
was back in action on
Wednesday, 9/27 but lost
3 sets to 2 to Lyman.

VarsitylosttoMontville
1 set to 3, 25-21, 21-25,
21-25, 15-25 on Friday,
9/29. Shanaya Brown had
10 kills; Chloe Yip had 13
digs, 2 aces; Shyah Baker
Grace

had 16 assists;

long, as New London tied
the game with a rocket
of a long shot from one
of their midfielders with
eight and a half minutes
left in regulation. The two
teams remained knotted
at 1-1 and were forced to
enter a 10-minute over-
time period at the end of
regulation.

In the extra period,
Killingly had their chanc-
es, including another free
kick that took a mirac-
ulous save by the New
London keeper to stop,
but despite the offensive
pressure and effort, New
London (5-2) ended the
game with a goal with

SPORTS

Killingly boys’ soccer plays New London
tough before losing in OT

just under two minutes
left in the extra period to
defeat Killingly (1-2-2) 2-1
on Thursday, Sept. 28.
“We have been work-
ing on the set pieces
and corners,” stated
Killingly head coach
Derek Ponciano. “The
boys came a long way, it
was a great run by John
Fitzgibbons there and a
good ball from Landon,
but all together the way
they have been practicing
helped. I thought we did
great in the second half,
they had a little more pos-
session, but they got that
wind from that great shot
that they had. No one is

to take that away from
them, that was an abso-
lute rip.”

Despite the loss, the
effort for Killingly was
not in question and as the
game went on, they only
got stronger. They start-
ed to create chances on
the offensive end and the
defense slowed the New
London offense down and
forced their playmakers
to make tough shots.

“New London has come
a long way and they have
a great coach,” Ponciano
expressed. “From watch-
ing the film we knew
they were going to be
tough, they're very pos-

session-based and they
do a very good job with
it. At halftime we were
talking, I am the coach,
but it is those boys that
get the job done out there
and I think in the second
half they did a good job
picking it up. That is all
it was, no tactic change,
they helped each other
out and got a goal. That
is what they do. They are
dogs out there, so they get
it done.”

The whole defensive
unit played well all night
and they were anchored
by goalkeeper Trent
Pichie who finished the
game with 11 saves.

HicH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

Deslauriers had 2 aces, 3
kills; Emma Miller had
3 blocks, 3 Kills; Emma
Rainville had 4 blocks,
3 kills and Addison
Montville had 20 assists
to lead Killingly.

Football (2-2)

Soren Rief ran for
276 yards and 6 touch-
downs, along with a 2-pt.
Conversion.

He also caught 1 pass
for 28 yards. Killingly
trailed early 7-0 but ral-
lied to score 29 points
in the 2nd quarter to go
into halftime up 29-21.
Killingly began the 3rd
quarter with the ball and
scored on a Rief 5 yard
run. The drive was high-
lighted by a 28-yard pass
from QB Quinn Sumner
to Rief on a 3rd and 10.
Killingly finished the
night with 404 total yards
of offense.

Anthony Oates led
Killingly’s defense with
7 tackles, 2 sacks, and 1
interception as they shut-
out NFA in the 2nd half.

Girls’ Varsity Soccer
(4-2)

Killingly girls soc-
cer faced a tough Bacon
Academy team on
Tuesday, 9/26 and lost
3-1. Killingly went into
the half down 0-1. In
the second half Bacon
scored a goal from half
that popped over Erika
Horne and off of a pk in
the box. Killingly’s Laura
Farquhar was able to
take it down the line and

slip it into the middle to
Molly Crabtree who was
able to score the lone goal
for Killingly.

After a tough fought
game and some injuries
Killingly girls soccer lost
5-1 against Waterford on
Thursday, 9/28.Killingly’s
lone goal was scored by
Laura Farquhar off of an
assist by Molly Crabtree.
Erika Horne faced a lot
of pressure in net ending
the game with 16 saves.

Killingly girls soccer
won against Windham 1-0
on Saturday, 9/30. Laura
Farquhar scored early in
the first half for Killingly
and the team had many
other attempts but was
held to 1-0 to end the
game. Erika Horne had 3
saves in net for Killingly.

Ellis Tech/Putnam

Girls’ Varsity Soccer
(7-0)

Ellis Tech/
Putnam girls soccer
remained undefeated this
week with two shut-out
wins against Goodwin/
Innovation, 7-0 and
Bullard Havens. Five dif-
ferent players contribut-
ed goals in the contests.
Tori Iozzi scored 9 goals
in both games combined.

Woodstock Academy

Girls’ Varsity Soccer
(3-2-2)

Woodstock Academy 1
Plainfield 0
The Centaurs were

dominant as they pelted
the Panthers goal with 30
shots including three that
hit the post, but nothing
went in until just three
minutes, four seconds
was left in regulation.

Juliet Allard took
a pass from Kendall
McCormack and convert-
ed to raise Woodstock
Academy’s record to
3-1-2 with a 1-0 win over
Plainfield on Saturday,
9/30.

The news was good at
the start for the Centaurs.
Junior Leah Costa scored
her first two goals of
the season with the first
coming off an assist from
Rita Rawcliffe just a little
under nine minutes into
the contest. Just a little
over four minutes later,
Woodstock  Academy
(3-2-2) was awarded a
penalty kick and Costa
converted again, but the
Bacon Academy Bobcats
rebounded for their
sixth straight victory
Bacon Academy cut the
Centaurs lead in half
with a goal just before
the break and then added
three more tallies in the
second half for the win,
4-2 on Monday, 10/2.

Varsity Field Hockey
(2-5)

The Centaurs nearly
got a goal from Georgia
Lukachie in the second
quarter but a nice defen-
sive play and a long clear-
ance by Killingly result-
ed in a strong counter.
Joselinne Sanchez took
advantage of that as the

sophomore rolled one in
from just inside the shoot-
ing arc with 3 minutes, 19
seconds left in the first
half to give Killingly the
1-0 win on Tuesday,9/26.

The Centaurs hung in
under the lights against
the East Lyme Vikings
down by the shoreline.
East Lyme took a 2-0 lead
in the first half despite
five defensive saves by
Woodstock Academy’s
Abby Converse and three
saves in the cage by
Madison LaVallee.

Both teams mustered
just one second half goal
with Sophie Petrella
getting the Centaurs’
tally off an assist from
Clara Dowdle. East Lyme
defeated Woodstock 3-1
on Thursday, 9/28.

Girls’ Varsity
Volleyball (7-3)
The Woodstock

Academy Centaurs made
it three wins in arow with
a 25-14, 25-17, 25-20 sweep
of the Fitch Falcons on
Monday, 9/25. Liliana
Bottone had eight Kills,
Mia Sorrentino added
seven and Cassidy Ladd
had 14 digs and five aces
in the win for Woodstock
Academy.

The Centaurs com-
pleted their first jour-
ney against their three

Eastern Connecticut
Conference Division I
opponents undefeated

with the 25-19, 25-20, 25-16
win over the Norwich
Free Academy Wildcats

Community
Connection

As the season goes for-
ward, Ponciano expects
his team to continue to
flourish and develop.

“We are a young team,
so we are still learning.
We lost six starters from
last year. New positions
for people, people we have
not played the sport at
all. They’re doing a great
job. They just have to stay
positive, that is what our
focus is on and something
we will keep focusing on
because we have a lot of
potential and we are get-
ting better each game,”
said Ponciano.

on Wednesday, 9/27.
The hitting was good
up front for Woodstock
Academy with junior
Liliana Bottone getting
20 kills, the majority of
those coming off assists
from classmate Sophie
Gronski who finished
with 27.

Sophomore Kaylee
Bundy added seven Kkills
and 12 digs while junior
Cassidy Ladd contribut-
ed 11 digs and five assists.

The Centaurs post-
ed their fifth straight
victory with the shut-
out win over the Bacon
Academy Bobcats on
Friday, 9/29. Woodstock
Academy posted victo-
ries of 25-15, 25-21 and
25-16 in the three sets.
Liliana Bottone paced
Woodstock  Academy
with 14 kills while Vivian
Bibeau added eight from
the opposite side. Setter
Sophie Gronski dished
out 27 assists while
Emma Kerr had 10 digs.

For the fourth match
in a row, the Centaurs
pitched a shutout to keep
their winning streak
alive at six and improve
their record to 7-3 against
Ledyard on Monday, 10/2

Mia Sorrentino had six
kills and two blocks in
the 25-13, 25-15, 25-18 win
over the Colonels. Junior
Libero Cassidy Ladd
added seven digs and
seven service aces.

Service

Nathan's
Lawncare

\orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA Of BG&f Ava"ab’e!
860-234-7496 morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
nathanbuddlawncare@gmail.com Located at CV5 Plaza To purChase your meat pGCkages FREE LOCAL

CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com
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Tales of

haunting

mystery
from New
England’s

history

New England, with its quaint villages
and rich history, is a region that seems
to harbor more than its fair share of
ghostly tales and supernatural encoun-
ters. As the leaves turn to vibrant
shades of orange and red, and the cool
winds of autumn rustle through cen-
turies-old trees, it’s the perfect time to
delve into the chilling world of New
England ghost stories.

New England’s colonial past and revo-
lutionary history provide fertile ground
for tales of restless spirits. Historic cit-
ies like Boston and Salem, with their
cobblestone streets and centuries-old
buildings, are said to be home to ghosts
from bygone eras. From the spirit of
Paul Revere at the Old North Church to
the infamous apparitions at the Salem
Witch Trials Memorial, these stories
are a captivating blend of history and
the supernatural that permeate into the
small towns to the northern and south-
ern points of New England.

Along the New England coastline,
lighthouses stand as beacons of safety
for sailors, but they also carry their own
eerie legends. Tales of haunted light-
houses, where the spirits of keeper’s
past are said to roam, have fascinated
residents and visitors for generations.
These stories illuminate the lonely and
mysterious lives of lighthouse keepers.

New England has also inspired some
of the most iconic ghost stories in lit-
erature. The works of authors like
Nathaniel Hawthorne, H.P. Lovecraft,
and Edgar Allan Poe are steeped in
the eerie atmosphere of the region.
Salem’s House of the Seven Gables,
made famous by Hawthorne’s novel, is
itself said to be haunted.

These ghostly tales aren’t just for
those seeking a thrill; they’re also a sig-
nificant part of New England’s tourism
industry. Ghost tours, haunted inns, and
paranormal investigations draw visi-
tors from all over the world, allowing
them to explore the spectral side of the
region’s history.

As we approach the Halloween sea-
son, it’s important to remember that
New England’s ghost stories are not just
about scares and shivers. They are a
testament to the enduring power of sto-
rytelling, the fascination with history’s
mysteries, and the unique blend of the
past and the supernatural that charac-
terizes this region.

Whether you’re a believer in the para-
normal or a skeptic, New England’s
ghost stories are a testament to the
enduring allure of the unexplained.
As we gather around bonfires and tell
spooky tales this October, remember
that these stories are not just about fear
but also about our fascination with the
unknown, the mysterious, and the time-
less spirit of New England.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Julie Rhaim Blouin will make a positive impact

To the Editor:

I am writing this testimonial letter in full
support of Julie Rhaim Blouin, and to high-
light the best reasons why you should cast
your vote for her for Putnam board of edu-
cation.

I have known Julie and her family for
decades, and have seen what kind of a great
person she is. Julie is a remarkable individ-
ual who embodies the qualities of a gifted
and dedicated mom, a hardworking career
woman, and an actively involved community
member. Her attributes of being motivated,
dependable, and loyal to Putnam make her an
exceptional candidate deserving of your vote.

First and foremost, Julie Rhaim Blouin is
an extraordinary mom. Her dedication to her
family is unparalleled. I have had the priv-
ilege of witnessing her dedicated efforts to
provide a loving and nurturing environment
for her children. She consistently goes above
and beyond to ensure their well-being and
happiness. Her role as a mother is not just a
responsibility; it is a passion that drives her
to excel.

In addition to being a dedicated mom, Julie
is a hardworking career woman. She has
demonstrated an impressive work ethic and
an unwavering commitment to her profes-
sional endeavors. Her motivation to succeed
is evident in the way she approaches her
career with enthusiasm and determination.
Julie is a shining example of how one can bal-
ance the demands of both family and career
with grace and excellence.

Julie’s involvement in the community is :
commendable. She is not just a resident of :
:do clothes say about us?
: How do clothes define us and
- influence how we behave?

Putnam; she is an active participant in its
betterment. Her loyalty to Putnam is unwav-
ering, and she continually seeks opportuni-

ties to give back. Whether it’s volunteering :
‘ lined by the recent dustup in
: the Senate over dress codes.

for local causes, supporting small businesses,
or advocating for community improvements,

Julie’s dedication to the well-being of Putham :
‘a Democrat

is evident in her actions.

Julie Blouin’s motivation, dependability, :
and loyalty are qualities that set her apart. :
When she sets her mind to a goal, you can :
trust that she will pursue it with unwavering :

determination. Her dependability is a testa- :
: Leader
‘authorized the whiff of a
loyalty to Putnam is unwavering, and she is : (slft?ls; cot(z)e to lapse osten-
Fetterman’s health challeng-

ment to her strong character and her ability
to follow through on commitments. Julie’s

a true advocate for the community’s growth
and prosperity.

In conclusion, I wholeheartedly endorse§

Julie Blouin as a candidate deserving of your Senators Joe Manchin III.

mom, a hardworking career woman, and an ORE)H%%S; ;/flr%glﬁl SII‘E)%OI\S/IEBIE
cand the Senate unanimous-
:ly passed, a resolution on a
- dress code. Men are to wear

your vote for Julie Rhaim Blouin for Putnam coats, ties and slacks when

board of education to make a positive impact : there was something the

: contentious
‘agree on.
MIKE BOGDANSKI :
PUTNAM :
:the days when one’s skirt
‘could be no shorter than
: the bottom of one’s longest
: finger.

vote. Her qualities as a gifted and dedicated

actively involved community member make
her an exceptional choice. Her motivation,
dependability, and loyalty are qualities we
need in our leaders. Please consider casting

on our community and beyond.
Sincerely,

Vote for Chloe Markley to move Killingly’s schools
in the right direction

To the Editor:

I urge all residents of District 4 to vote
for Chloe Markley this November. If you
are interested in overhauling and improving
Killingly’s Board of Education, supporting and
voting for Markley in District 4 is a positive
step in that direction.

The present BOE has the town’s school
system in a condition of terrible disarray:
Chloe Markley would be a step in the right
direction in moving forward and improving
the school system. We need to turn the school
system around to benefit the children, to pro-
vide a new forward looking BOE to deal with
todays’ problems. This will give the children/
students a better chance in succeeding in
today and tomorrow’s world. She will have a
positive impact on moving forward. She has
the proper skills and willingness to learn
and work with others quickly, to make the
Education in this town better. The present
BOE has moved the Town backwards, not

realizing that the students mental health is
not essential in today’s world. This is just
one thing of many missteps they have made.
Moving forward, with new and better ideas
are very much needed at this time. She is
very capable in these areas. Progress is essen-
tial in improving our children/students edu-
cation to compete in the world of the future.
If the Town is to grow and make the town

the Town and the students of its residents.

being the butt of jokes statewide.

KILLINGLY

Return Jen Hegedus to Killingly’s Board of Education

To the Editor:

We are writing in support of Jennifer
Hegedus in her bid for the Killingly Board of
Education seat.

Having known Jen for almost 20 years, we
know her to be a woman of great integrity
and a consummate educator: being a middle
school teacher starting her 25th year. We have
had many conversations over the years about
her educational philosophies and we find
them to be squarely in the realm of the high-
est American ideals. She brings these same
ideals, devotion and energy to her position on
the Board of Education. We would be proud
to have her teaching our grandchildren!

Jen is the most patriotic person we know,
as evidenced by her helping to spearhead
Wreaths Across America. She is instrumental

in coordinating involvement in local parades;

specifically Memorial Day and VJ Day, and:
including Flag Day, Memorial:
Day, 9/11 Remembrance, and Veterans Day.:
She is also helpful in coordinating local vet-:
Each:
spring, Jen heads the group of volunteers:
and walks many miles to lay an American:

Flag and an Elks Flag on the graves of our: 10C :
- scion of a wealthy family or

ceremonies;

erans activities in the town as well.

deceased members.

We are extremely proud to recommend:
Jennifer Hegedus for election to the Killingly :
Board of Education and please ask you to: -
consider returning her to the board that she: about women wearing pant

is so passionate about by casting your vote for: . .
b v 8y : now, but certain professions

cand fancy restaurants took
- offense at women wearing

JACK & MARY JANE BURKE? pants. Until recently, female

DAYVILLE§ lawyers and female judg-
:es were discouraged from

: wearing pants in court.

her on Nov. 7.
Thank you for your consideration.

Kerttula is committed to Killingly

To the Editor:

It’s an honor for me to endorse Kevin
Kerttula for re-election on the Killingly Town
Council.

I've had the pleasure of knowing Kevin for
several years and over this time Kevin has
shown professionalism, respect for others on
the council, and an unsurpassed knowledge
of the Town of Killingly.

Kevin’s commitment to the residents of

community involvement.

this November for Town Council.

Proud to endorse Ulla Tiik-Barclay

To the Editor:

I am delighted to endorse Ulla Tiik-Barclay
for re-election to the Killingly Town Council.

Ulla and I have been friends for many years.
She has a lot of great qualities that make her
a great friend and person. She is nurturing
and supportive, caring and compassionate,
and honest and trustworthy. She is the type
of person that goes out of their way for oth-
ers and puts her all into everything she does.
She is dependable and reliable. She has good
judgement, great determination, and bound-
less energy. I am proud to call her my friend.

From the first time I met her, I knew Ulla
and I would become great friends. For all
the reasons listed above, I endorse Ulla Tiik-

gent, competent, dedicated, and determined.
I am confident that if re-elected, she will
continue to add value to the position and the
town of Killingly.

SINCERELY,

MAGGIE SARGELIS : 1D @ ,
- one’s character is what mat-

- ters more than the length of

SALEM

What do

dress codes
my about us?

I bought a long, flowing
dress cur-
rently in
style. I
took it on a
recent trip,
as I thought
it was chic.
Getting out
of a taxi, I
got snarled
up in the fab-
ric. I thought
about dress
codes. What

NANCY WEISS

My thoughts were under-

Sen. John Fetterman,
from
Pennsylvania, often wears
a Carhartt sweatshirt and
baggy pants, sometimes
shorts, while working on the
floor of the Senate. Senate

Chuck Schumer

accommodate

es.

Oh my, the reaction.

on the Senate floor. Finally,
body could

Dress codes have been
with us forever. I can recall

Shorter than that,

- and you would be sent home
: from school.

When I started college,

- girls, especially girls major-
‘ing in home economics,
. were required to wear dress-
‘es and skirts to class.
: course, that included stock-
‘ings, which in those pre-
. panty hose days needed com-
:plex undergarments.
‘job interviews, black skirt,
more favorable to people looking into moving :
to Killingly, education is usually at the top of :
their list. Keeping this BOE as is a danger to :
: firms, courts and brokerage
- offices were probably the

Therefore, I ask all residents of District 4
to come out on Tuesday, Nov. 7 and vote for :
Chloe Markley. She will give us a voice in :
moving the Educational system forward. We :

need it and it will help in reducing the town : ,
‘ize them a bit, but overall,
:they knew what they were
DaAVID CASSETTARI : going to put on five days a
- week. I admired their ease

- at getting dressed.

Oof

For

black jacket and low heels
were de rigueur. Men had
similar rules. Banks, law

most exacting.

Many of my friends went
to Catholic schools, and
wore uniforms every day.
They managed to personal-

When a godson of mine

went to a private high
school, 1
:what he needed, and went
:to Filene’s Basement in

knew exactly

Boston. I found a salesper-
son and she brought out the
chino slacks, the blue blazer,
blue Oxford cloth shirts and
two ties. He was set for the
year if he didn’t grow too
much. No one knew by the
look of him if he was the

the scholarship student.
When I entered the work-
force, there was a debate

suits. It seems ludicrous

I'm amazed at what peo-

: ple wear to go out to dinner.
: Given the expense of meals,
Killingly can be seen in many facets of his:
I encourage all:
Killingly residents to vote for Kevin Kerttula:
“ to get dressed up, or at least
: change one’s t-shirt.

BRIAN MAYNARD

CHAIRMAN : [UX-

:movement is a good thing
PurNnaM REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEEE and akin to the days when
Swomen cast away corsets
- and campaigned for the vote.
: More rules about dress focus
: on females, i.e. no bare arms
“in the House, but norms
:changed for men as when
- JKF didn’t wear a hat at his
- Inauguration. Now we have
‘casual Fridays and men’s
. ties gather dust in the closet.
Barclay without reservation. She is intelli- :

the special venues and the
pleasant nature of eating
out, it is worth a little effort

We are in a time of great
The body positivity

Our clothes say plenty

- about us, but not everything.
:Casual is not going away
“and dress codes provide yet
-another source of conflict.
A person in a coat and tie
: can be just as shady as one

in a hoodie. The quality of

one’s skirt.
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Laura Lawrence will give Killingly’s parents a voice

To the Editor:

I have lived in Connecticut for 10
years since moving from Rhode Island.
Being a new mom, sending her child to a
new school, all while navigating the way
of the Connecticut Education system
was a difficult transition. The board of
education was a phrase I would hear
tossed around in emails and times of
voting but never really paid attention to
until I came to Killingly.

My children have been in the Killingly
school system for several years now, and
as of late, I have been paying close atten-
tion to the BOE and their decisions and
discussions. I truly believe that there is
some change that is desperately need-
ed, and this is where Laura Lawrence
comes in.

Laura, whom I have known for several
years now, is a passionate, dedicated
mother and resident of Killingly, who
wants what is best for all children. With
mental health and bullying at an all-

time high, her ideas and visions align
with many of us parents who are deeply
seeking a change to provide safety for
our children. She is a very levelheaded
person who often sees all sides of any
situation and listens prior to coming
up with a plan. She and her family are
very involved in the community. You
will often see her cheering on the family
members on the sideline of youth sports
or providing support to the volunteer
firefighters in town.

Laura would be a tremendous asset to
the board of education with fresh views
and a passionate personality. She will
put in the work and educate herself on
whatever is needed. Laura truly is what
we in Killingly need as the voice of the
parents!

SINCERELY,
KRISTIE BARNETT
DANIELSON

A day to remember

To the Editor:

On Sunday, Oct. 1, Thompson
held its rescheduled Community
Day at Riverside Park in North

Grosvenordale—and what a day it was!

Thanks to the efforts of so many
folks, it was a huge success. Thompson
Together and Thompson Recreation
managed all the details most effec-
tively Community members, town
departments, and civic organizations
shared their talents in a wide variety
of craft and information booths. The
Republican-endorsed candidates for
Thompson were all there in attendance.
The Town’s Public Works Department
helped with set-up. Our fire depart-
ments brought equipment for display
and their members circulated through-
out the event. Adults and children alike
enjoyed seeing all the equipment. Due
to the rescheduling of the event, singers
from the school department were unable
to attend. In the spirit of community
togetherness, First Selectman Amy St.

Onge stepped up and shared a beautiful
a cappella rendition of our national
anthem. Retiring Tax Collector, Rene
Morin, was honored for his years of ser-
vice. (It was the first time that many of
us who know Rene could ever remember
him being at aloss for words!) Kevin and
Jane Beno, owners of American Rent-
All, were recognized as the Thompson
Business of the Year, a well-deserved
award for their years of generosity tothe
community. Sue Vincent received the
Thompson Volunteer of the Year Award
for all her charitable work throughout
Northeast Connecticut. Our inaugural
Poet Laureate, Steve R. Veilleux, was
also named, and he shared some of his
poetry with those gathered.

It’s a day such as this that really
allows Thompson to shine, demonstrat-
ing how our community comes together
to celebrate its own unique character!
Thank you again to everyone involved.

DonNA REYNOLDS LYNCH
THOMPSON

Killingly deserves ‘Straight A’

To the Editor:

Killingly “deserves straight A's” and
with that, I encourage you to vote ‘line
A’ in the upcoming election on Nov. 7.

These A-line candidates are endorsed
by the Killingly Democratic Town
Community (KTDC), but they come from
various political backgrounds: demo-
crat, republican and unaffiliated. What
matters most is that they have the best
interests of Killingly at mind and in
heart. In fact one of the last questions
the DTC asked potential candidates
when interviewed was, “What is your
political affiliation” — because truly, pol-
itics do not belong on the Board of
Education.

The KDTC supports these individu-
als for the Board of Education as they
support the core values of the school
system, have confident decision-mak-
ing abilities, are approachable, dedi-
cated, inquisitive, and are willing (and
excited!) to work cohesively with the
Board of Education, district and town
leadership, and the community to better
our town and schools. They will bring
much needed balance, stability, insight
and change!

On that note, many people will agree
that Killingly needs change...

...I remind you, change doesn’t hap-
pen by chance; it happens by choice...

...Kevin Marcoux, Misty Murdock,
Meredith Giambattista and
Danny Rovero are ready to be the
change!

With their individual and combined
backgrounds, knowledge, individual
skill sets and dedication, Kevin, Misty,
Meredith and Danny will bring posi-
tive changes to the Killingly Board of
Education and will allow our town to
move forward in the direction our cit-
izens, and particularly, our students,
deserve:

Danny Rovero and Kevin Marcoux
have shown their dedication to Killingly
Public Schools through their years of
service to our community and school
district. Both are familiar names and
faces to the school district and under-
stand the day-to-day needs of students,
staff and families and also understand
the demands of the position.

Meredith Giambattista and Misty
Murdock bring fresh ideas and positive
intent to the Board of Education. As
parents, community partners and active
volunteers, they are dedicated to our
community and students.

It would be my honor to sit beside
Kevin, Danny, Misty and Meredith on
the Board of Education. I am confident
in their abilities and admire their strong
desire to serve our community.

Our children are watching, please
make the choice to give our students
“Straight A's” with your vote of support
on Nov. 7!

In partnership,

SusAN LANNON
KILLINGLY

Join me in supporting Thompson’s Republican ticket

To the Editor:

As we come closer to Election Day,
I can’t help but think back to when
I was elected to the position of First
Selectman in Thompson. I have often
told people that my first day behind the
First Selectman’s desk was one of the
most sobering days of my life. I was no
longer responsible for just myself, my
family, and friends. Now, I was respon-
sible for making decisions that could
affect everyone in our entire commu-
nity, decisions that would affect people
even long after I was out of office.

I believe that there are three types of
people that run for the First Selectman’s
position. First, there is the person that
wants the title but won’t put the effort
in to advance the community. He or she
wants to let people know they are the
First Selectman but won’t attend meet-
ings and functions throughout the com-
munity. They show up in the afternoon,
check to see if anything is happening,
and then go home.

The second type is the politician like
Bill Warner. He will tell you he is going
to fix all the problems that he thinks
accumulated over the past 20 years. He
will say he is going to lower your taxes
(this is what everyone wants to hear)
and he is going to increase services.
People, we all know that this is just not
possible! The only thing he will do is
take care of his personal agenda. At
a recent Republican Town Committee
meeting, Warner interrupted someone
while the citizen was speaking, telling
him that the citizen may have the right
to speak, but Bill didn’t have to listen
to him. I can’t imagine what a Board

of Selectmen’s meeting would be like
under his direction. One of the most
important things a First Selectman
must be able to do is to listen—to hear
what is important to your constituents
and let them know that you understand
their needs, while working with them to
resolve their issues.

The third type of First Selectman
is the one that will put the effort into
making meaningful changes for our
community. This person is not running
for a title or for a personal agenda,
but rather to make a difference. This
person goes to meetings day and night,
attends our community functions, and,
most importantly, responds to people
when they need answers, good or bad.
Amy St. Onge is this type of person! She
has spent countless hours over the past
four years trying to make our commu-
nity better.

In this November’s election, there
is no doubt that we need to reelect
Amy St. Onge and Susanne Witkowski
if we want to keep Thompson moving
forward. There are always a few vot-
ers that will say negative things about
the candidates they don’t want to get
elected. However, if you take the time
to really evaluate the performance of
Amy and Susanne, you will find they
worked hard, listened to Thompson citi-
zens, and accomplished a lot of positive
projects for the Town of Thompson. On
Nov. 7, please join me in supporting the
entire Republican-endorsed ticket on
line two to keep us moving forward.

BRYAN LYNCH
THOMPSON

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Please consider me for Killingly Board of Education

To the Editor:

Greetings, fellow residents of
Killingly! My name is Laura Lawrence,
and I am excited to share with you
my passion and determination to make
a positive impact on our community’s
education system by running for the
Killingly Board of Education.

As a devoted mother, I understand
firsthand the crucial role education
plays in shaping the lives of our chil-
dren. Witnessing my own children
navigate their academic journeys has
ignited a fire within me to ensure that
every student in our town has access
to the best possible education. I believe
that strong schools are the backbone of
a thriving community, and I am com-
mitted to working tirelessly to enhance
the educational experience for all our
young learners.

My journey as an active community
member has allowed me to deeply con-
nect with the needs and aspirations of
our town. I have been a proud resident
of Killingly for close to a decade, having
two kids already graduating from KHS
and three more still in school, engaging
in various community initiatives that
promote unity, growth, and progress.
Through volunteering at local events,
collaborating with fellow community
members, and currently serving on
the board of education, I have gained
insights into the diverse perspectives
that shape our town’s fabric. As such,
when asked to join the BOE in May
2022 due to a vacancy, I readily accept-
ed, and now I am running to continue
to improve the educational system in
Killingly.

Running for the Killingly Board of

Education is an extension of my ded-
ication to the growth and prosperity
of our community. I firmly believe
that by fostering open communication
between educators, parents, and com-
munity stakeholders, we can create an
educational environment that nurtures
innovation, critical thinking, and a love
for learning. I am committed to advo-
cating for resources that empower our
educators to inspire excellence in the
classroom while also ensuring that our
students’ unique needs are met.

My vision for the Killingly Board of
Education is to bridge the gap between
families, schools, and the broader com-
munity. By facilitating discussions that
prioritize collaboration, inclusivity, and
continuous improvement, we can create
a learning ecosystem that prepares our
students not only for academic success
but also for responsible citizenship and
personal growth.

AsTIstand on the threshold of this new
endeavor, I am humbled by the support
of my friends, family, and fellow com-
munity members. I am determined to be
a steadfast advocate for our children’s
education and a voice for all residents
who share the goal of a stronger, more
vibrant Killingly. I am determined to be
a steadfast advocate for our children’s
education and an advocate for parental
authority for their child. Together, let’s
shape a brighter future for our town
by ensuring that our schools remain a
beacon of excellence and opportunity.
Thank you for your trust, and I look
forward to the journey ahead.

I humbly ask for your consideration
and vote on Nov. 7.

LAURA LAWRENCE
SouTtH KILLINGLY

The Democratic slate will keep Thompson moving
toward a prosperous future

To the Editor:

We are finally pushing forward with
the project to renovate the River Mill
here in Thompson. It’s hard to believe
that this project has been ongoing since
2016.

Yes, that’s right. 2016 is when First
Selectman Beausoleil was advised that
the demolition rights to the mill had
been sold, and it would therefore be
stripped of its valuable timbers and
historic millwork, eventually reduced to
another pile of bricks and contaminat-
ed soil. Ken Beausoleil worked quickly
to involve the public in petitioning to
halt the demolition. He and the Town’s
planner at the time, Mary Ann Chinatti,
got the danger to the River Mill in front
of Federal and State Agencies like the
US EPA, CT Department of Economic
and Community Development and the
State’s Historic Preservation Office.

This proactive effort led saved the mill
from the wrecking ball and prevent-
ed Thompson from being saddled with
another demolished mill like the one at
630 Riverside.

We now have a jewel of a building that,
once it is renovated, will provide beauti-
ful market-rate housing and valuable
business space in a Town that doesn’t
have much existing business real estate.
We have Mr. Beausoleil’s quick thinking
to thank.

Leaders who work to involve the pub-
lic important projects like these demon-
strate that Thompson is stronger when
we work together. Please join me in sup-
porting the entire Democratic slate in
moving Thompson to a stronger, more
prosperous future.

JASMIN ARMY
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

Question what you hear from MSDNC

To the Editor:

Recently, Villager readers were
dared to watch and basically take what
MSNBC (a.k.a. MSDNC) has to say as
being the truth, but that brings to mind
a line from a movie where an actor play-
ing a politician said: “The truth is what
I say it is!” MSDNC (and Democrat)
blabbermouths pushed and milked
the Russian collusion hoax, and when
that “big lie” blew up in their faces,
did any of them have the decency to
admit they were wrong? The Hunter
Biden laptop story that they said was
Russian disinformation and labeled it
as a “nothing to see here” issue has also
backfired on them, and you want me to
believe the truth is what they say it is?
Furthermore, I don’t listen to Fox News,
but that’s the first thing the libs will
accuse you of doing especially if you
are a Trump supporter.

You can watch what you will,
you can believe whatever and whoever
you want to, but how about taking the
«two sides of the coin» approach while
yowre at it? May I «dare you» to lis-
ten to the Chris Plante show that's on
WMAL News Talk Radio, or the Kuhner
Report, the Grace Curley Show or the
Howie Carr show that are on WRKO
(AM Radio 680)? (You can download
the i Heart media app to get these.) Yes,
these people are pro-Trump, but they
report what MSDNC won’t, you’ll hear
from them what MSDNC doesn’t want
you to hear, and they often bad-mouth
republicans. If you want to present to
them what you’'ve been fed by any lib-
eral media news source as being gospel,
they do take phone calls. One thing I
will admit about the people I've named
is that they will admit it when they’ve
made a mistake.

My guess is that MSDNC only
reports what the Democrat Gestapo
wants you to hear. Did MSDNC, or
their weekly 4 p.m. show, ever men-
tion that American citizens are being
thrown out of their residences to make
room for illegals? Did they tell you
about Mr. Frank Tammaro, a 95 year-old
Korean War veteran who was told to
leave his nursing home room at Island
Shores Senior Residence (in New York)
to make room for them? Did they report
about the bimbo-Biden administration’s
attempted plan to construct migrant
encampments (now being referred to

as “Biden Parks”) in National Parks
and on federal land? I sincerely doubt
MSDNC mentioned any of it, but the
people I previously spoke about did.
What is MSDNC saying about the bor-
der crisis, have they ever mentioned the
daily numbers of encounters or any of
the many instances where illegals have
harmed American citizens? Did they
report that the Border Patrol Union
ripped the “corrupt” Biden administra-
tion for the “worst crisis ever seen at
our border?” (But what do the people
who are actually patrolling the border
know, right?) In a news piece titled
“Even to Stupid for CNN,” squad mem-
ber, Ayanna Pressley (D-Massachusetts)
had Jake Tapper stunned when she said
that the “border is secure” and “the sit-
uation is under control,” after he ques-
tioned her about the millions of people
who are crossing illegally. Imagine that,
even CNN is starting to wake up; will
MSDNC be next? Illegals (or migrants
if you’d prefer) are being housed at
the La Quinta Hotel in Auburn, Mass.
A long-time patron there (who flies in
from Kentucky on business) told me
- in addition to his other eye-witness
accounts there - that the price of a room
has gone up since it happened. You
want another dare? Try to convince me
that the border is secure, or that illegal
immigration isn’t having any effect on
hard-working and taxpaying American
citizens?

Earlier, a wise and open-minded
letter writer said we should «question»
what we are hearing as fact, and that
is true. However, when it comes to our
news sources, we’ll all continue to drink
our own preferred flavor of Kool-Aid,
but after hearing from lap-dog liars like
Mayorkis, Wray, Garland, Shiff, Pelosi
and now Pressley, it’s hard for me to
believe that anything coming from the
democrats is in any way the truth. I will
say though that if you get your news
from either the left or from the right,
that they are all a bunch of party-push-
ing mouthpieces which is probably the
biggest truth of all.

(This letter is for the fine gent who I
met at my band gig last Saturday.)

ED DELucA
NORTH GROSVENORDALE
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Carl Eisen, Jr., 100

Carl Eisen, Jr., 100
yrs., passed away at
Westview Nursing
and Rehabilitation
in Dayville, CT on
M September 28. He was
the loving husband
of Edith L. Eisen for
" 54 years. Born on

November 28, 1922 in
Weehawken, NJ he was the son of Carl
and Nettie Eisen, Sr.

Carl graduated from Montclair
Academy, Montclair, NJ Class of ’41
and attended Lehigh University where
he was a member of Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity. He enlisted in the Naval Air
Corp. V5 program February 42 and
was assigned to the Naval Air Station
at Glenview, IL where he washed out on
the aircraft carrier landing. Honorably
discharged from the Navy he joined the
Army Air Corp. in October ’43 and was
assigned to Radio Operator school in
Sioux Falls, SD from which he received
orders to join the 15th AAF, 461st Bomb
Group, 766th Squadron in Cerignola,
Italy as one of many replacements
following the tragic Operation Tidal
Wave. He flew missions on the B-24J
Consolidated Liberator until return-
ing to the states to be discharged in
November 45.

After abrief stintat USC he joined his
father’s beer distributorship Famous
Brands in Carlstadt, NJ as a salesman
from ‘46 to ‘62. Upon sale of the busi-
ness he sold corrugated containers for
International Paper Corp. from ‘66 to
“73, then joined Schenley Industries

of New York until his
retirement in ’82.

Carl was a mem-
ber of the Thompson
Congregational
Church in Thompson,
CT. . He was an avid
golfer all his life play-
ing many courses
throughout Windham
county CT and Leesburg, FL. He
especially enjoyed his morning cof-
fee at Dunkin Donuts with his golf
buddies, watching the exploits of the
NE Patriots and the SF Giants, swing
music and many dinners and celebra-
tions with his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Carl is survived by his son Richard,
daughter-in-law Luanne, his daughter
Marjorie, and grandchildren Elizabeth,
Kimberly, Karen, Donna, Marjorie,
Alison, Anne and Nicholas as well as
14 Great grandchildren [Ian, Gabriel,
Jameson, Marina, Stella, Aubrey,
Robert, Hunter, Delaney, Henry, Mabel
Rose, Benjamin, Madeline, Eric and
Emily]

He is predeceased by his wife Edith
“DeDe”, his son Marc and Grandson
Thomas Carl Auwerda. A memorial
service will be held at Bartel Funeral
Home, 33 Schofield Ave. Dudley, MA
at NOON on October 5th with buri-
al to follow at Grove Street Cemetery,
245 Grove St., Putnam, CT. Memorial
Donations may be made in lieu of flow-
ers to your favorite charity.

Family visitation was private . www.
bartelfuneralhome.com

Margaret Hogg Upham, 96

Margaret H.
Upham, 96, of Exeter,
NH, died September
24, 2024. Born on
October 13, 1926 in St
Johns, Newfoundland
to Rebecca and John
Hogg, she grew up in
Exeter, NH. Margaret
attended Walnut Hill
School and went on to graduate with a
BA from Grinnell College. She earned
a certificate in physical therapy from
Simmons College and worked as a
PT in Boston, Baltimore, and Sydney
Australia.

Margaret married Thompson Upham
in 1955. They lived in Washington, DC
before moving to Mountain Lakes, NJ.
In 1975, Margaret and Tom moved into
a house they had designed and built
in Woodstock, CT. Since 2011, she has
been a resident at RiverWoods — Woods

ampus in Exeter, NH.

gM@%M

Funeral Homes and Crematory

Margaret is survived by her children
Rebecca Upham and Candy (Elizabeth)
O’Toole; sons-in law Will Viner and Rob
O’Toole; and grandchildren Thompson
Upham-Davis, Rebecca Upham-Davis,
Keith O’Toole, Kimberly O’Toole (part-
ner Duncan Browne), and Megan
O’Toole (married to Andrew Mott). She
is pre-deceased by Thompson Upham,
her husband of 60 years.

A memorial service will be held on
October 21 at 1 pm at Phillips Church,
Tan Lane, Exeter NH. A

Celebration of her life will take place
at RiverWoods Exeter, Woods Campus,
on Saturday October 28 at

1PM. In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly suggests contributions be sent to
Exeter Historical Society, PO Box 924,

Exeter, NH 03833.

For the full obituary, please go to bre-
wittfuneralhome.com

L%u;mm%

“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

ARIES

Ada G. Temple, 94

Bluffton, SC - Ada G. Temple, a dedi-
cated public servant and a beloved fig-
ure in both Thompson, CT, and Bluffton,
SC, passed away peacefully on July 12,
2023, surrounded by family at her home.
She was 94 years old. Ada was born on
October 12, 1928, in Worcester MA but
grew up in Thompson CT, where she
spent her formative years and built a
legacy of service and love for her fami-
ly and community.

Ada was a devoted wife to the late
William R. Temple, who preceded her in
death on August 23, 2009. Ada was a lov-
ing and nurturing mother to five chil-
dren: Forrest Temple and wife Blanche
of Branford, CT; Mark Temple and
wife Susan of Glastonbury, CT; Scott
Temple and partner Susan of Roxbury,
CT; Tracy Chapin and husband Kevin
of Bluffton, SC; and Kristen Cummings
and husband Tim of Sharon, MA. She
also cherished her role as a grand-
mother to nine grandchildren, each of
whom was a testament to her enduring
love.

Ada’s influence extended well beyond
her family, as she devoted more than
five decades to serving the town of
Thompson. She was a fixture in Town
Hall, having held various roles such
as financial clerk, agent of the elder-
ly, and general services administrator.
Ada’s dedication to her community was

unparalleled, and she served under 27
Boards of Selectmen, leaving an indel-
ible mark on the town’s governance.
Her commitment to education was also
reflected in her membership on the
Board of Education.

In recognition of Ada’s immea-
surable contributions, the town of
Thompson officially proclaimed May
17 as “Ada Temple Day.” This heartfelt
tribute celebrated her selfless service
and recognized her as a cherished and
exemplary member of the community.

Born and raised in Thompson, Ada’s
love for her hometown was evident
in her daily life. She graduated from
Tourtellotte Memorial High School in
1946 and married her beloved William.
Together, they raised their family in the
Quinebaug section of town, creating a
loving and nurturing environment.

Beyond her official roles, Ada was
also an active volunteer, contributing
her time and energy to various com-
munity organizations, including the
Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment
Group (TEEG). Her dedication to help-
ing others was boundless, reflecting
her deeply rooted compassion for her
fellow citizens.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
requests that donations be made to the
Thompson Library, a cause close to
Ada’s heart.

Hope Sali, 80

Dayville Hope
Sali, Hopie, “The
Benny’s Lady” 80
of Dayville, passed
away Wednesday,
September 27, 2023,
in the comfort of her
| home with loving
d family. Born in North

Grosvenordale, CT,
where she also lived for several years.
She was the daughter of the late Estref
and Ismet Sali.

Hope was a proud graduate of
Tourtellotte High School in North
Grosvenordale and later in life got her
associate degree in business, which
many were not aware of.

She worked at the Benny’s Store
in Dayville for 20+ years and became
known locally as the Benny’s lady and
everywhere she went people knew who
she was. Customers would wait in her
line just to say “Hello” to Hope, even
when the other lines had no one, she
was that special. Benny’s honored her
at her retirement by mounting her icon-
ic Benny’s Bell that everyone became
familiar with “ding, manager please”
She truly made everyone feel special
with her kind, loving, caring personally,
even a stranger. Everyone loved Hope.

Hope was a devoted, lifelong Red Sox

Fan and never wavered, even during
the not so winning times. She loved
her annual trips to Fenway Park with
her daughter Heather. In addition to the
Red Sox, Hope loved Smokey Robinson
and all his Motown hits and would
always see him in concert, whenev-
er she got the chance. But what Hope
enjoyed more than all those things was
simply spending time with her daugh-
ter Heather and her precious granddog
Athena.

Hope is survived by her loving daugh-
ter, Heather O’Rourke and her partner
Thomas Angeloof North Grosvenordale,
CT; brother James Sali and his wife
Jeanne of North Grosvenordale, CT;
sister, Flora Sadik and her husband
James Sadik of Woodbury, CT. along
with her nieces and nephews.

Relatives and friends are invited to
attend a graveside service for Hope
on Thursday, October 19th, 2023, at
1lam at West Thompson Cemetery, 295
Riverside Drive, Thompson, CT and
afterwards a Celebration of Life gather-
ing at Jessica Tuesday’s, 35 Main Street,
Putnam, CT, will be held from 12-3.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in Hope’s honor to TEEG, PO Box
664, North Grosvenordale, CT 06255.
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com

Nancy Jean Lyon, 69

4. ] Nancy Jean Lyon,
< 69, of Brooklyn passed
away peacefully on
September 27, 2023,
| at Davis Place in
Danielson surround-
ed by her family She
was born in Putnam,
May 19, 1954, daugh-
ter of the late Roland
“Henry” and Dorothy (Corey) Lucier.
Nancy worked for many years with
Norwich Public Utilities. She was an
avid gardener and enjoyed spending
time with her family and friends. She is
survived by her son Adam E. Lyon and

LEGALS

wife Talia of Thompson. Siblings David
Lucier and wife Linda of Canterbury,
Clay Lucier and wife Elaine of Brooklyn,
Richard Lucier and wife Faith of
Florida, Patricia Rychawlski and hus-
band Ray of Killingly, and Betty-Jane
Mayo of Putnam. She also leaves behind
her grandchildren Nathan Lyon and
Jack Lyon as well as several nieces and
nephews. Nancy was predeceased by her
son Brett Lyon, brother Henry Lucier
and sister Jeanette Lucier. A graveside
service will be held on Friday October
13, 2023, at 11 AM at Westfield Cemetery
in Danielson. tillinghastfh.com

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK
The Zoning Board of Appeals met on
Monday, September 18, 2023, at 6:00
p.m. and made the following decision:
Approved: Parcel #5126-17-18, Brick-
yard Road — variance for front yard
setback. Owner: Jeffrey Williams. Ap-
plicant: Karl Kuhn.
Questions about this decision may be
directed to zeo @woodstockct.gov
Chairman Martin Nieski.
October 6, 2023

TOWN OF THOMPSON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE
The Thompson Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, October 11, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Merrill Seney Com-
munity Room in the Thompson Town
Hall, 815 Riverside Drive, North
Grosvenordale, CT, and via Zoom to

hear the following application:

ZBA 23-05 Charles Tewksbury, proper-
ty owner 0 Breaults Landing Rd, Map
141 Block 17, Lot 185C, Zone Lake
District request for a variance from
Zoning Regulation Article 2, 275-2.4,
Accessory Structure to construct an
accessory building on property.

File may be reviewed online, Town of
Thompson website, Zoning Board of
Appeals, or in the Zoning Office.
Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Beno, Chairman

September 29, 2023

October 6, 2023

TOWN OF THOMPSON Planning
and Zoning Commission
LEGAL NOTICE
At the Thompson Planning and Zon-
ing Commission meeting to be held
on Monday, October 23, 2023, at 7:00
PM in the Merrill Seney Community
Room in the Thompson Town Hall,
815 Riverside Drive, North Grosve-
nordale, CT 06255 and via ZOOM,
a Public Hearing will be held on the

following Application:

PZC 23-50 Applicant Eastwood
Thompson 49 LLC, property owner of
0 Riverside Drive, Map 61, Block 88,
Lot 16, Zone DMRD, 54.27 Acres re-
quest to the construction of a large-
scale ground mount solar array, Zoning
Regulations Article 14, 275.5.
Approved for a Public Hearing On
October 23, 2023

Respectfully submitted.

Joe Parodi-Brown, Chairman

Files may be reviewed at the Planning
and Zoning Office

October 6, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF

Harold W. Swart(23-00323)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated
September 29, 2023, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may

result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
FRANK GERARD HERZOG, BORN-
ER SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG &
CERRONE LLC, 155 PROVIDENCE
STREET, PO BOX 166, PUTNAM, CT
06260
October 6, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF
John H. Wllliamson (23-00056)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated
September 26, 2023, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Scott Syriac, c/o ALYSON R ALEMAN,
BORNER SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG
& CERRONE LLC, 155 PROVIDENCE
STREET, PO BOX 166, PUTNAM, CT
06260, (860)928-2429
October 6, 2023

TOWN OF KILLINGLY/BOROUGH
OF DANIELSON TAX COLLECTORS
LEGAL NOTICE
Payments will be received in the Reve-
nue Office, 172 Main Street Killingly CT
06239, as follows: Monday, Wednes-

day, Thursday 8:00-4:30pm, Tuesday
8:00-5:30pm, and Friday 8-11:30am.
Also by mail, online, or in our drop box.
The second quarter installment of tax-
es becomes due on October 1, 2023
and becomes delinquent on November
1, 2023 and subject to interest from the
due date. Interest will be charged at the
rate of 1.5% per month with a minimum
interest charge of $2.00.

Please visit our website for full details
and online payments www.killinglyct.
gov.

April Lamothe, CCMC

Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly

September 29, 2023

October 6, 2023

October 27, 2023

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK

The Planning & Zoning Commission
has scheduled a Public Hearing for
Thursday, October 19, 2023, at 7:45
p.m., at Woodstock Town Hall, Lower
Level, Meeting Room 1, for application
#659-09-23 Woodstock Inn Associates,
c/o Robert Reger, 94 Plaine Hill Rd —
3-lot re-subdivision (map 5781 block
50 lot 04B). Chairman Jeffrey Marcotte
October 6, 2023

October 13, 2023
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How the extension on Roth catch-up
contributions could totally change your retivement

The IRS recently grant-
ed a two-year delay on
new limitations to retire-
ment plan catch-up con-
tributions. If you’re 50 or
over and eligible for catch-
up contributions this
could be a game-changer
for you in terms of how
much you’re able to save
before you retire. Here’s
what you should know
to take advantage of
this potentially valuable
opportunity.

What are catch-up con-
tributions and what are
the limits?

Catch-up  contribu-
tions allow workers who
are age 50 and over (or
who will turn 50 during
the year) to make con-
tributions to their quali-
fied retirement plans in
excess of the standard
limit.

In 2023, the standard
contribution limit for
IRAs (both traditional
and Roth combined) is
$6,500. But those who are
50 or older can contrib-
ute an additional $1,000.

I had the great
pleasure on Sept.
21 of seeing and
hearing David
Eichelberg,, out-
reach and tradi-
tion specialist for

The standard limit for
a traditional 401(k) is
$22,500, with an addi-
tional $7,500 in catch-up
contributions allowed,
and the standard limit
for a Roth 401(k) is
$22,500, with an addi-
tional $5,500 in catch-up
contributions allowed.

What is a Roth
account?
A Roth retirement

account is a type of retire-
ment account — either an
Individual Retirement
Account (JRA) or an
employer-sponsored
401(k) — in which contri-
butions are made with
after-tax dollars. This
means you don’t enjoy
the tax break that you'd
get from contributing
to a traditional IRA or
401(k) with pre-tax dol-
lars. However, qualified
withdrawals from a Roth
account are typically tax-
free in retirement. This
makes Roth accounts a
popular choice for indi-
viduals who anticipate
being in a higher tax
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bracket when they retire
or those who want tax-
free income in their
retirement years.

What are the recent
changes to rules regard-
ing catch-up contribu-
tions?

In late 2022, Congress
passed the SECURE 2.0
Act which, among other
changes, reshaped how
catch-up contributions
work for higher-earning
households, especial-
ly those with employ-
er-sponsored plans
like 401(k)s. The new
legislation said that if
you earned more than
$145,000 in the previous
tax year, you must make
all catch-up contribu-

tions on a Roth basis
— meaning individuals
would no longer get a
tax break on those con-
tributions in the cur-
rent year.

This change was set
to kick in on Jan. 1,
2024, but there’s been
a recent development.
In September, the IRS
announced that it would
postpone the mandatory
Roth IRA catch-up con-
tribution requirement
for high-earning partici-
pants until 2026.

How can I benefit from
the delay of the Roth
catch-up contribution
rule?

The delayed implemen-
tation of this rule offers
a golden opportunity for
those who are eligible for
catch-up contributions
to maximize those con-
tributions with pre-tax
dollars in the next couple
of years. Thanks to com-
pounding interest and
the historically favorable
long-term performance
of the stock market, those

additional funds could
turn into a much larger
nest egg to rely on, espe-
cially for those who are
still on the younger side
of the catch-up contri-
bution age requirement,
with decades likely still
left to live.

As you near retire-
ment, it’s important to
understand how much
you can (and should be)
contributing to your
retirement plan, as well
as other tax and deferral
implications. Working
with a qualified financial
advisor can be illuminat-
ing as you prepare for
this important life mile-
stone. Here at Weiss, Hale
& Zahansky Strategic
Financial Advisors,
we can help you make
a strategic retirement
plan using our Plan
Well, Invest Well, Live
Well™ process. You can
request a complimentary
consultation on our Web
site at whzwealth.com or
call us at (860) 928-2341.

Delving into Mohegan culture

camp. They
tried to waste
nothing. Corn
husks were
fashioned into
dolls, and the
corn silk was

the Tantaquidgeon saved, dried,
Museum, speak and used to
and drum at help start fires.
Learning in KILLINGLY T h e
Retirement at Mohegans
QVCC. His pre- AT arrived in
sentation was Eastern
on the culture SOO Connecticut

of the Mohegan « « « « « o o o about the
Tribe, which has MARGARET 1630’s. Under
its museum in WFAVER the leader-

Uncasville.

Dressed in his tribal
regalia, including deer
hoof rattles, a turkey
feather fan and war club,
David drummed, sang
and danced, explain-
ing that for many, many
years this was how the
stories and traditions
were passed on to the
younger  generations
since they had no written
language. Many songs
and dances have reli-
gious significance to the
tribe so cannot be sung/
drummed in a public,
educational presentation.
He said, however, that he
as he taught drumming,
words could be used in
those teaching, practice
sessions. Women, as part
of the circle, had import-
ant parts in ceremonies
and used rattles while the
men drummed. David
brought samples of a
number of items utilized
by the early Mohegans-
-wampum (used in lieu
of money for exchang-
ing goods), baskets, and
dried corn. He explained
how once dried, the corn
could be pounded into
a fine meal, mixed with
a little water, and eaten
as “survival” food when
away from the main

I can’t count the num-
ber of times I stood in
the rubble of my half-fin-
ished renovation, dis-
couraged at what my
latest gut-job was reveal-
ing. It had always been a
dream of mine to remod-
el an old house. Now I
had that opportunity. I
was remodeling a house
built around 1790; it was
a project that would last
eight years.

In one of the early
phases of that remodel
we began removing the
sagging lathe and plas-
ter on the walls and low
ceiling, just inside our
front door. My goal was
to spruce things up a bit,
but as we uncovered the
studs we found termite

ship of Uncas,
they made their home
at what is now called
Fort Shantock, near the
Thames River. Allying
themselves with the early
“English” settlers, they
were a odds with the
other Native tribes in our
greater area. As time
went on they began to
try to construct a written
language. Unfortunately,
even during the 17th and
18th centuries they were
marginalized being for-
bidden to wear Native
dress, speak their lan-
guage, etc. Through it all,
they managed to survive
as a tribe. As an exam-
ple, in the 1850’s Emma
Baker, established a
“women’s sewing circle”
which was really a front
for teaching the culture
and traditions to younger
women. Of course, if the
authorities came sniff-
ing, they were sewing.
Once they had left, the
women could again dis-
cuss tribal affairs. The
fact that they sent birth-
day and Christmas cards
from the Mohegan tribe
to others, helped prove
that they were still a via-
ble tribe when applying
for Federal recognition.
Hoping to “share

Eastern woodlands his-
tory and traditions from
a Native American per-
spective,” in 1931, during
the Great Depression,
John  Tantaquidgeon
and his children Harold
and Gladys construct-
ed the Tantaquidgeon
Museum in Uncasville.
It is the “oldest Native
American owned and
operated museum in the
United States. Outside
you can explore a repli-
cated Mohegan village
that is contained inside
a stockade fence. This
village features a tradi-
tionally framed wigwam
and longhouse covered in
tulip popular bark along
with our Three Sisters’
Garden that consists of
corn, beans, and squash.
Along the path you will
find a dugout -canoe,
memory pile and our
Granny Squannit herb
garden.” (Museum flyer).

Much has been
written in the Colonial
Records of Connecticut
about the various deal-
ings of the white settlers
and the Natives. Through
it all, the Mohegans and
other Native Peoples
sold/lost much of their
land to the English. All
of us live on lands that
were once utilized by the
Native peoples in their
seasonal rounds. THEY
WERE HERE long before
we were.

In recognition
of the earliest inhab-
itants of the United
States, we now celebrate
Indigenous Peoples Day
in place of Columbus Day
as an October holiday.
According to Wikipedia,
“South Dakota became
the first to officially
celebrate the day (call-
ing it Native American

damage,

“innovative build-
ing practices” and
a lot of mouse
skeletons. We also
found evidence that
the main staircase
had been moved,
and that part of the
second story had
been reconfigured
in a way that made
a portion of the
upstairs space unusable.

It was discouraging. 1
felt like I might be bit-
ing off more than I could
chew. At times I regret-
ted tackling the project.
Everything seemed to
turn out to be more com-
plicated or difficult than
expected. The bones of
the house were petrified,

Day) in 1990. The city
of Berkeley, California,
embraced Indigenous
Peoples’ Day in 1992 as a
protest to the 500th anni-
versary of Columbus’
arrival. Now, numerous
states and more than 130
cities observe the holiday
(on the second Monday
of October)”--- this year,
October 9,2023.

Two years ago,
President Joseph Biden
became the first United
States president to for-
mally recognize this
day by issuing a procla-
mation: “The Federal
Government has a sol-
emn obligation to lift up
and invest in the future
of Indigenous people
and empower Tribal
Nations to govern their
own communities and
make their own deci-
sions. We must never
forget the centuries-long
campaign of violence,
displacement, assimila-
tion, and terror wrought
upon Native communi-
ties and Tribal Nations
throughout our country.
Today, we acknowledge
the significant sacri-
fices made by Native
peoples to this country
— and recognize their
many ongoing contribu-
tions to our Nation. On
Indigenous Peoples’ Day,
we honor America’s
first inhabitants and the
Tribal Nations that con-
tinue to thrive today. 1
encourage everyone to
celebrate and recognize
the many Indigenous
communities and cul-
tures that make up our
great country NOW,
THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH
R. BIDEN JR., President
of the United States of
America, do hereby pro-
claim October 11, 2021,
as Indigenous Peoples’

to a new assignment,
I even questioned

OJo%gftuz'tz'es hidden in di

BEYOND  whether I had made
the right choice. I rea-
THE PEWS  soned that if I was

following God, He
would be helping me
out a little more than

JOHN H d to be hel
e seemed to be help-
HANSON ing.
But we pushed
the electrical system forward. We “made

antiquated, and the heat-
ing and air conditioning
insufficient. The house
had been used for many
purposes and recon-
figured many times. It
didn’t flow like we needed
it to flow, and our budget
was limited. Since I had
purchased the house as
a result of following God

do.” We were forced to
become more creative
and resourceful. We
prayed a lot. We worked
long hours. We prob-
lem-solved and self-talk-
ed ourselves into believ-
ing for better days. Then,
little by little, we made
progress. Things actually
began working out better
than expected.

Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States
to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies
and activities. I also
direct that the flag of the
United States be displayed
on all public buildings
on the appointed day in
honor of our diverse his-
tory and the Indigenous
peoples who contribute
to shaping this Nation”.
(www.whitehouse.gov/
briefing-room/presiden-
tial-actions/2021/---is-
sued October 8, 2021).

So this year,
on Monday, October 9,
remember all the contri-
butions that the Native
Americans have made
to our country and how
much they have to offer.

Remembering John
Noel Dempsey: A Man
Who Did Good by Father
Ed Dempsey is now avail-
able locally in paperback
at M’s Boutique 75 Main
St., Suite #3, Putnam for
$11.95 plus tax. The store
is open Thursday from
11 am.-7 pm.; Friday &
Saturday from 11 a.m.-5
p.m.; and Sunday from
noon-5 p.m. 860-315-9126.

A New Book for Sale:
New England’s Haunted
Route 44. Have you
heard of the White Ghost
Train in Putnam? Do
you like ghost stories,
tales of hauntings, etc.?
The Killingly Historical
Center now has the
book “New England’s
Haunted Route 44” by
Thomas D’Agostino and
Arlene Nicholson for sale
for $20. Stop in at the
Center on Wednesdays
and Saturdays during
regular hours (10 am.4
pm.). If you would like
to have a copy mailed to
you, please send a check

1culties

For example, we decid-
ed to remove part of the
second floor near the
front door and relocate
the stairs to their orig-
inal place. That combi-
nation allowed us to cre-
ate a grand entry and a
balcony at the top of the
stairs. We were also able
to expose the original,
hand-hewn, peg-secured,
beams. The end result
was stunning compared
to the original. We ended
up with something much
nicer than we had set out
to create.

So, we began with a
plan... that turned into
a bigger problem that we
expected... which caused
us to seek creative solu-

Presented by Principal/
Managing Partner
Laurence Hale AAMS,
CRPS®. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. These materi-
als are general in nature
and do not address your
specific situation. For
your specific investment
needs, please discuss
your individual circum-
stances with your rep-
resentative. Weiss, Hale
& Zahansky Strategic
Wealth Advisors does
not provide tax or legal
advice, and nothing in
the accompanying pages
should be construed
as specific tax or legal
advice. 697 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
and 392-A Merrow Rd.,
Tolland, CT 06084. 860-928-
2341. www.whzwealth.
com.

for $20 plus $5 shipping
and handling made out to
the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, PO.
Box 265, Danielson, CT
06239. There are a num-
ber of “haunted” sites
in Putnam, Pomfret and
the surrounding vicinity.
Note: the PO Box is 265.
It was incorrect in last
week’s article.

Support a Killingly
National Register
Property. The Danielson
Lions Club and Killingly
Grange 112 are hosting
a spaghetti supper at the
Grange (corner of Dog
Hill Road and Route 101)
on October 12 from 4:30-
6:30. Limited number of
meals. $15. Dine in or
take out. Call 860-884-
1813.

The Grange will also be
holding an Indoor Yard
Sale Saturday, October
14 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tables are $20. Call 860-
377-1391 or email clgou@
aol.com.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, Octoberber
2023. Special thanks to
David Eichelberg. For
additional information
email me at margaret-
mweaver@gmail.com
or visit the Killingly
Historical & Genealogical
Center Wed. or Sat. 10
am.-4 p.m. or wwwkill-
inglyhistorical.org. or
call 860-779-7250. Like us
at Facebook at www.face-
book.com/killinglyhis-
toricalsociety. Mail for
the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc.
or the Killingly Historical
and Genealogical Center
should be sent to PO Box
265, Danielson, CT 06329.

tions... which resulted in
a something better than
we had planned. It was an
opportunity hidden in dif-
ficulty. If we had not per-
severed when we encoun-
tered problems, we would
have never enjoyed the
better home. People of
faith persevere, believing
that God will help them
work through their diffi-
culties. And they believe
that often, the end result
will be even better than
they imagined.

Bishop John W. Hanson
oversees Acts II Ministries
in Thompson. For more
information or to discover
books and online videos,
please visit www.ActsII.
org.

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Weiss, Hale & Zahansky Strategic Wealth Advisors
ranks 12th in Hartford Business Journal’s Annual

Wealt

The WHZ team at the firm’s Tolland office, located at 392-A Merrow Rd.

TOLLAND/POMFRET
CENTER — Weiss, Hale
& Zahansky Strategic
Wealth Advisors (WHZ)
has ranked 12th in the
Hartford Business
Journal’s annual rank-
ing of the top wealth
management firms in
the greater Hartford
area. The rankings were
assigned according to
each firm’s number of
local licensed financial
advisors as reported to
the Hartford Business
Journal in a self-report-
ed survey. The ranking
includes 21 firms. WHZ
was the only wealth man-
agement firm in eastern
Connecticut (including
Windham, Tolland, and
New London counties) to
be ranked.

(2023 Hartford Business
Journal’s Annual Wealth
Management Firms
List , created by Hartford
Business Journal.
Presented in June 2023
based on data report-
ed to HBJ in May, 2023.
WHZ was ranked 12th
on a list of 22 Hartford-
area investment advi-
sory firms, ranked by
number of local advisors

employed by the firm.
Not indicative of advi-
sor’s future performance.
Your experience may
vary. For more informa-
tion, please visit https://
www.hartfordbusiness.
com/lists-data. )

There are five
local, licensed finan-
cial advisors on the
WHZ team: Principal,
Managing Partner
and Chief Investment
Officer Laurence Hale,
AAMS®, CRPS®;
Principal, Managing
Partner and Chief
Goal Strategist James
Zahansky, AWMA®;
Senior Vice President,
Financial Advisor Leisl
L. Cording, CFP®,
CDFA®; Vice President,
Associate Financial
Advisor Michael Baum,
CFP®, RICP®; and
Holly Wanegar, CFP®,
Associate Vice President,
Wealth Advisor.

“We’re really proud of
our advisory team and
the comprehensive, long-
term financial strategy
and guidance we provide
to our clients,” Hale said.
“It’s a really hands-on,
personalized approach

and a long-term coach-
ing relationship that we
build with our clients and
I think that’s what differ-
entiates us from a lot of
firms.”

Zahansky attributes
the firm’s recent growth
to those factors as well.

“We’ve been serving
clients across the state
and around the country
from our office in Pomfret
since 2006, and we were
thrilled to expand our
geographic  footprint
with the opening of our
Tolland office earlier this
year. Our team is grow-
ing, our presence is grow-
ing, but our relationships
with our clients continue
to grow too, and that’s
really been the driver
behind our success,” he
said.

This ranking is the lat-
est in a series of positive
milestones and accolades
for the firm and its advi-
SOrs.

In March, Cording
was featured as a “Five
Star Wealth Manager
Under 40” by FORTUNE
and in January the firm
announced that for the
ninth consecutive year,
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Please Support
Our Local Advertisers

Northeastern Connecticut

is such a special place.

As your local advertising rep for our Villager Newspapers,
it brings me great satisfaction to help local merchants
in Northeastern Connecticut generate more business.

Now more than ever,

it is so important to shop local.

Your local Villager Newspaper is delivered
free to you every week, thanks to the local
advertisers who are in this issue.

Please support them.

Without them, there would be no Villager.

Our readers trust our advertisers,
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all of its financial advi-
sors eligible for the Five

1 Management Firms List

WHZ Is THE ONLY FIRM IN
EASTERN CONNECTICUT TO
BE RANKED

Star Wealth Manager
Awardl (Laurence Hale,
James Zahansky and
Leisl Cording) were
selected to receive it for
2022 — a distinction grant-
ed to just 10 percent of
Connecticut wealth man-
agers who were consid-
ered for the award.

The 2022 Five Star
Wealth Manager Award is
created by Five Star
Professional and was pre-
sented in November, 2022
based on data gathered
between February, 2022
and September, 2022. A
total of 2,950 Connecticut-
area advisors were con-
sidered; 290 (10 percent)
of advisors were recog-
nized. Advisors do not
pay a fee for the award,
but do pay a fee to hold
out marketing materials.
The award is not indica-
tive of an advisor’s future
performance, and your
experience may vary.
For more information,
visit fivestarprofession-

WHZ was founded in
2006 as an independent
fiduciary asset manage-
ment and investment
firm. Today the firm
offers wealth manage-
ment and customized
financial planning ser-
vices to individuals,
families, business own-
ers, executives, and not-
for-profit institutions
in 25 states from its
offices in Pomfret and
Tolland, Connecticut.
The firm is a partner
of Commonwealth
Financial Network®, one
of the largest private-
ly-owned independent
Registered Investment
Advisor/broker-deal-
ers in the United States.
(*As of Sept. 22, based
on selfreported AUM
data from 47 partic-
ipating firms in the
2022 Financial-Planning.
comIBD Elite survey) To
learn more, visit www.
whzwealth.com.

Lixpert returns to discuss

bears in the Quiet Corner

POMFRET — Paul
Colburn returns to dis-
cuss black bears on
Saturday, Oct. 14 at 2
p.m. at the Connecticut
Audubon Society (CAS)
Center at Pomfret, 218
Day Rd., Pomfret Center.

Colburn is a gradu-
ate of the Connecticut
Department of Energy
& Environmental
Protection (CT DEEP)
Master Wildlife
Conservationist
Program. Adult admis-
sion is $5 for CAS mem-
bers; $10.00 for non-mem-
bers. There is no charge
for children 12 and under.

During his presenta-
tion, Colburn discusses
the history of black bears
in Connecticut, their
habitat, diet, behavior,
reproduction, and cur-
rent research studies. He
also will offer some prac-
tical recommendations
for peaceful coexistence
as the state’s black bear

' Photo by Patrick Comins

al.com.

population grows and
expands.

Dale May is the former
director of the CT DEEP
Wildlife Division and a
Quiet Corner resident.

He says, “There is a
great deal of unoccupied
excellent bear habitat in
Windham County. While
we have had bear sight-
ings here for decades
(usually dispersing young
males), we are seeing an
expansion of breeding
females into northeast-
ern Connecticut, primar-
ily from Massachusetts to
the north. As expansion
continues, we can expect
to see a dramatic increase
in the number of bears
in the county. Bear sight-
ings and interactions will
become much more com-
mon.”

By looking at the north-
western part of the state
and the Farmington
River Valley, May sug-

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS
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gests, we can learn what
to expect.

“Connecticut’s bears
are very healthy, pro-
ductivity is high, and
mortality is low,” he
explained. “While bears
are comfortable living
close to humans, prox-
imity creates problems.
Windham County citi-
zens will be doing bears
and themselves a favor
by proactively adopting
habits that discourage
close interaction with
bears. They should make
food attractants, especial-
ly birdseed, unavailable
to bears and also, try to
make bears uncomfort-
able in the presence of
humans with loud noises,
etc.”

Colburn, our speaker,
and May agree that the
bottom line is bears will
be living among us and

they must be kept as wild
as possible.
Sarah Heminway,

Clean Slate Estate Inc.

New England’s Premier Clean-Cut Company

and our advertisers trust us! _ IT ALL, WE CAN
C HELP YOU
Reach out anytime, EASY, FAST

Mikaela
Mikaela Victor

Advertising Account Executive

mikaela@villagernewspaper.com
(860)928-1818 Ext. 326
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Vintage Toys & Trains, Etc... Highest Prices Paidl"
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