
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER —  On a near 

cloudless day at the 25th annu-
al Harvest Fair, school depart-
ment programs were shining 
especially brightly thanks to 
student and staff  representa-
tives. 

The Leicester Public Schools 
Career Technical Education 
(CTE) department enjoyed a 
strong showing at the Sept. 
20 event. Participants were 
thrilled to promote the dis-
trict’s five CTE programs: 
health assisting; early educa-
tion and care; culinary; electri-
cal; and building and property 
maintenance.

“A huge thank you to the 
staff  who volunteered their 
time and energy to represent 

our programs and support our 
students. Your efforts show-
cased the talent, creativity, and 
hard work happening in our 
shops every day,” read a state-
ment released by William May, 
the district’s Career Technical 
Vocational Program Director.

Special thanks is given 
to the following partici-
pants who volunteered  their 
time at the fair: Melissa 
Ledbetter  (health assisting); 
James Burgess  (electrical); 
Jeffrey Romano (building 
and property maintenance); 
Avianna Bongovio  (early edu-
cation and care); and Stephen 
Dahlgren and Chef  Andy 
Aucoin (culinary).

Nina Ryan,  Joe 
Richardson,  and  Jaylynn 
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The new Unified basketball team recently enjoyed its first practice at David Prouty High School. 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District leaders congratulate everyone involved. 

Apple 
Country Fair 

returns to 
Brookfield 

Oct. 11
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
BROOKFIELD —  A beloved 

fall tradition returns this 
month, with crafters and 
guests set to attend the 46th 
annual Apple Country Fair.

The event is set for Saturday, 
Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
the Brookfield Town Common.

Featuring more than 90 local 
crafters, artists, and growers, 
the event will draw thousands 
of  guests from across the area. 

The fair will also include 
live music, lawn games, baked 
goods, food trucks, raffles, and 
an apple pie contest. Proceeds 
will benefit the Brookfield 
Community Club, a charita-
ble organization that makes 
grants to enrich community 
life.

“Fairgoers can browse and 
buy hand-knit sweaters and 
blankets, carved wooden bowls 
and décor, beaded jewelry, 
specialty soaps and lotions, 
hand-crafted toys, locally-pro-
duced honey, and more,” read 
an event promotional state-
ment.

The raffles will offer chances 
to win several prizes, including 
a community-stitched quilt; 
family passes to local muse-
ums and attractions; and gift 
certificates to local restaurants 
and stores.

“Over the years, the prizes 
have varied considerably. One 
thing that has remained con-
stant is the generosity of  local 
businesses to this cause,” the 
statement read.

Entries for the apple pie 
contest will be accepted at the 
Brookfield fire station until 
9:45 a.m. on the day of  the fair. 
Judging categories include 
the following groups: children 
under the age of  12, ages 13-19, 
and adults ages 20 and older.

The Brookfield Community 
Club has organized the fair 
since 1979. Money raised at 
the event has generated grants 
for several community service 
projects, including the purchas-
es of  supplies for the town’s 
annual luminary display on 
Christmas Eve; the printing 
of  the town’s monthly news-
letter; programs and speak-
ers for the Council on Aging; 
equipment for the Brookfield 
Fire Department and EMS; 
improvements to Brookfield 
Recreation’s Lewis Field; and 
programs at Merrick Public 
Library.

The fair is held rain or shine. 
Volunteers are always needed 
to help with an array of  tasks.

To learn more about the 
event and how you can get 
involved, visit www.applecoun-
tryfair.com.

For additional questions 
about the fair, or to inquire 
about volunteer opportunities, 
please send an email to apple-
countryfair@gmail.com.

East 
Brookfield 

officials 
face calls 
to address 
soaring 

water bills
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
EAST BROOKFIELD 

—  Crushed by high water 
prices, residents are calling 
on selectmen to do more to 
address an expanding crisis.

Several residents told the 
New Leader they’re strug-
gling with sharply rising 
water costs in recent years. 
A public meeting was held on 
Sept. 17 to update residents 
on the town’s water system, 
which is currently in the pro-
cess of  undergoing a major 
infrastructure improvement 
project.

Decades of  deferred mainte-
nance on water infrastructure 
led to a MassDEP adminis-
trative consent order (ACO) 
taking effect in 2019. The ACO 
described multiple violations 
and mandated compliance 
actions. 

Also in 2019, the East 
Brookfield Water Department 
reported excessive levels 
of  manganese found in the 
town’s drinking water during 
2018-19.

The town has since com-
pleted several upgrades to 
its water system as part of  
the multi-phase infrastruc-
ture project, but town water 
users are feeling the financial 
pinch. Residents and business 
owners urge town officials 
and local legislators to team 
up to find solutions.

“The selectman is a thank-
less job, and unfortunately, 
they should not have taken on 
such a large, involved water 
project because they don’t 
have the resources or time 
needed to be invested in this 
project to do it in a respon-
sible way,” said resident 
Roseanne Longo. “We have 
a three-person Select Board, 
only one of  which is on town 
water, and he has an extensive 
familiarity with projects such 
as this. One of  the other two 
selectmen has been complete-
ly silent at all meetings, not 
offering suggestions or opin-
ions, making us wonder if  he 
is doing any work at all for the 
town. The current Chairman 
has been condescending and 
not open to ways or people 
who want to volunteer to help 
the situation.”

Added Longo, “We rebuilt 
the infrastructure of  the town 
to a large degree, which, when 
originally done, is put upon 
the entire town. This redo has 
been only placed on the 600 
residents on the water sys-
tem.”

Residents said they have 
been devastated by the high 
prices, with no relief  in sight. 
Many homeowners are con-
sidering moving away.

“We moved to East 
Brookfield ten years ago 
when the water was insanely 
cheap,” said resident Andrew 
Tonna. “Around the start of  
COVID, water bills went from 
about $40 per year to $175 per 
quarter – then $225, then $275, 
now $300.”

The prices have forced many 
residents to make major sacri-
fices, with others scrambling 
to find ways to limit their 
water usage.

“Because of  these prices, I 
now do not have a garden, my 
lawn is brown, my cars are 
dirty, and I even do my fam-

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — The culinary 

arts program at Leicester High 
School is serving up plenty 
of  exciting developments this 
fall, highlighted by the recent 

launch of  The Wolverine Grill.
On Sept. 19, LHS held a 

ribbon cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the occasion. The 
program was attended by 
local legislators, Select Board 
members, the  full School 

Committee, and several other 
officials.

The ceremony began 
with Leicester Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian joining LHS 

Wolverine Grill launches at LHS

Courtesy

Leicester High School culinary arts students join school leaders and local officials in celebrating the launch 
of The Wolverine Grill.

Courtesy

Leicester students and school leaders represent Career Technical 
Education programs at the Harvest Fair.

CTE representatives shine at Leicester Harvest Fair
Turn To WOLVERINE page  A14

Turn To FAIR page  A5
Turn To BILLS page  A14
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BOSTON — On Sept. 24, 
Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, 
of  Athol, participated and 
represented Bay Path in the 
conference titled  “Undetected 
Point-of-Care Hypoglycemia 
Can Be Life-Threatening to 
the Patient”  at The Westin 
Waltham-Boston. The event 
focused on the critical issue 

of  glucose meter accura-
cy and its impact on patient 
safety in hospital settings. 
Dr. Bolandrina was invited to 
attend by Kelli-Anne Coombs-
Cink, BSMT(ASCP), Account 
Executive, Point of  Care NE at 
Nova Biomedical.

The conference was pre-
ceded by a casual welcome 
reception on the evening of  

Sept. 23 from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the same hotel, where regis-
tered attendees enjoyed light 
snacks, drinks, and engaging 
conversations. The reception 
provided a valuable oppor-
tunity to network, exchange 
ideas, and prepare for the 
educational sessions to follow. 
The program was approved by 
the American Association of  
Critical-Care Nurses (AACN) 
for 2.5 Continuing Education 
Recognition Points (CERPs), 
Synergy CERP Category A, 
File Number 25635. It also 
offered 2.5 hours of  P.A.C.E. 
continuing education cred-
its. It’s important to note that 
AACN’s approval relates only 
to the continuing education 
provided and does not imply 
endorsement of  the content or 
products discussed.

Glucose testing at the bed-
side is among the most com-

monly performed procedures 
in hospitals. Despite its routine 
nature, the accuracy of  glucose 
meter results is often 
overlooked. Recent 
studies have highlight-
ed that interference 
from medications and 
other endogenous fac-
tors can cause inaccu-
rate readings, leading 
to improper treatment 
decisions. Alarmingly, 
such errors have 
occasionally result-
ed in catastrophic 
outcomes, including 
insulin administra-
tion to hypoglycemic 
patients, prolonged 
hospital stays, and 
increased healthcare 
costs. The conference 
addressed these chal-
lenges by exploring 
how improved glucose 

meter accuracy can enhance 
patient outcomes. Topics cov-
ered included methods for 
evaluating glucose meter sys-
tems, the impact of  interfering 
substances like hematocrit, 
acetaminophen, and ascorbic 
acid, and strategies to pre-
vent adverse events caused by 
inaccurate glucose readings. 
Additionally, the program dis-
cussed the implementation of  
interference-free point-of-care 
glucose testing systems in hos-
pitals, with special attention to 
critically ill patients, as well as 
relevant FDA and CMS regu-
lations.

The expert panel of  speakers 
featured:

Nam Tran, Ph.D., M.S., HCLD 
(ABB), CLS, MLS (ASCP)cm, 
FAACC — Associate Dean and 
Vice Chair for Biobanking, 
University of  Pittsburgh and 
UPMC Pathology

Dennis Begos, MD, FACS, 
FACRS  — Senior Medical 
Director, Medical and Scientific 
Affairs, Nova Biomedical; 
former Surgeon and Chair 
of  Surgery at Winchester 
Hospital, MA; Assistant 
Professor, Tufts University 
School of  Medicine

Jorge A. Gomez, MHA, BS, 
MT(ASCP)  — System Point 
of  Care Manager, Banner 
Hospitals/Laboratory Sciences 
of  Arizona

Dr. Bolandrina’s attendance 
and participation underscore 
her commitment to advanc-
ing patient safety through 
evidence-based practices and 
continual professional develop-
ment in critical care nursing.

Bay Path represented at critical conference  
on point-of-care hypoglycemia detection
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING                                                   
TOWN OF SPENCER

The Town of Spencer Water Department 
will be flushing fire hydrants throughout 
the  eastern part of the distribution 
system starting October 1st thru October 
24th 2025. 
Flushing removes sediment from the 
water mains to help maintain water 
quality. When  the Water Department 
staff is in the immediate area, residents 
could experience loss of  pressure and 
short periods of rusty water. We are sorry 
for any inconvenience this may  cause. A 
daily list of the flushing locations will be 
posted on the Spencer town website 
www.spencerma.gov each day by 
8:00AM (click on Departments, then 
click Water 
Department, then click Hydrant Flushing 
2025). If you have any concerns, please 
feel  free to contact the Spencer Water 
Department office at 508-885-7525. 
Thank you.

BROOKFIELD 
$395,000, 9 Green St, Hague, 

Jeremy D, and Fountain, Monica L, 
to Harrington, Thomas.

$100,000, 28 Pine Ln, Rich Lt, 
and Rich, Jonathan C, to Maynard, 
Caitlin J, and Maynard, Bryan.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$664,000, 21 Sabina Cir, Natarajan, 

Mahadeva I, and Natarajan, Mini 
P, to Dickey, Jason R, and Dickey, 
Michelle L.

$400,000, 1 Tobin Rd, Garrahie, 
Ray R, and Garrahie, Lisa A, to 
Bui, Toan.

$400,000, 2 Pine Ave, Madore Ft, 
and Dee, Amy E, to Daige, Francis 
X.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$280,000, 26 Ryan Rd #4, 

Thomasian, Jeffrey, and 
Thomasian, Lauren G, to Coughlin, 
Maria.

SPENCER
None

WARREN
$360,000, 356 Keys Rd, Germain, 

John R, and Ramstrom, Jennifer K, 
to Gamache, Lyndsey, and Daoust, 
Nolan.

$265,000, 216 Old West Warren 
Rd, Swanson, Brandy L, to Orzolek, 
Brenden E, and Faulkner, Kate N.

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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WORCESTER — 
Jingle Bell Run returns 
to bring holiday cheer 
to Worcester on Dec. 7, 
with the goal of  rais-
ing $95,000 this year. 
This family-friendly, 
holiday-themed 5K run 
at Bay State Brewing 
Company encourages 
participants to dress in 
festive costumes and get 
moving to raise aware-
ness and funds to con-
quer America’s #1 cause 
of  disability. 

Taking place in more 
than 60 cities nation-
wide, the Arthritis 
Foundation’s Jingle Bell 
Run benefits the nearly 60 
million adults and hun-
dreds of  thousands of  
children in the U.S. who 
are living with arthritis 
every day. From funding 
cutting-edge research for 
new treatments, and ulti-
mately a cure, to advocat-
ing for health care access, 
the Arthritis Foundation 
helps people with arthri-
tis score everyday victo-
ries, one step at a time. 

“Jingle Bell Run 
has found it home 
in Worcester over 
the last five years 
and we’re looking 
forward to bring-
ing extra holiday 
cheer to town 
this year,” said 
Erica D’Agostino, 
Senior Executive 
Director.  “Our 
honorees and vol-
unteers are the 
ones who make 
Jingle Bell Run 
successful and 
memorable every 
year, and this year 
we’re humbled to 
honor Dr. Minjin 
Fromm who is a 

true arthritis champion 
and her commitment to 
her patients.” 

Dr. Fromm has a pas-
sion for improving the 
quality of  life of  patients 
who suffer from pain-
ful arthritic conditions 
in the spine and joints 
through injection-based 
treatment. She finds 
joy in connecting with 
patients to help under-
stand their problems and 
offers the best treatment 
options to reduce their 
pain and return to an 
active lifestyle.

In addition to Dr. 
Fromm, the following 
people and partners will 
be honored.  

Dr. Esra Meidan, 
Jingle Bell Run Medical 
Honoree, Boston 
Children’s Hospital

Sarine, Jingle Bell Run 
Teen Honoree 

Charlotte, Jingle Bell 
Run Youth Honoree 

Jingle Bell Run is 
nationally sponsored 

by Novartis and Zoetis. 
Local sponsors include 
Intex Soluntions and 
Country Bank.  To 
learn more and register 
for Jingle Bell Run in 
Worcester, visit www.jbr.
org/centralma.

About the Arthritis 
Foundation

The Arthritis 
Foundation is fight-
ing for all people who 
live with arthritis. The 
Foundation’s mission 
is to turn the obsta-
cles arthritis causes 
into opportunities. The 
Arthritis Foundation 
champions life-chang-
ing solutions and med-
ical advancements, and 
it also provides ways for 
people to connect, break 
down barriers in health 
care and join the fight for 
a cure — uniting hearts, 
minds and resources 
to change the future of  
arthritis. To join the 
fight to conquer arthri-
tis, visit arthritis.org.

WORCESTER —  The Quinsigamond 
Community College Foundation has 
gained five new members on its board 
of  directors. Elected in August and 
September 2025, the new directors 
are dedicated to advancing the col-
lege’s mission of  providing accessible, 
high-quality education and supporting 
student success through scholarships, 
programs  and community partner-
ships.

“This isn’t just about adding new 
names to our board; it’s about strength-
ening the heart of  the Quinsigamond 
Community College Foundation. With 
the new directors, our capacity to 
change lives grows,” said Foundation 
President Jorgo Gushi.

These new members bring a wealth of  
experience across multiple industries 
and a shared commitment to advancing 
educational opportunities and commu-
nity development.

“Having dedicated, community-ori-
ented leaders on our Foundation board 
is essential. Their deep understanding 
of  the college, our students and the 
broader community provides invalu-
able insight, helping guide informed 
decisions that create meaningful and 
lasting impact for our students,” said 
QCC President Luis. Pedraja, Ph.D.

The new 2025 Foundation directors 
include:

Alyssa Benefit, a digital marketing 
executive with more than 18 years of  
experience, who currently serves as 

director of  CRM at The Aspen Group. 
Her leadership spans healthcare, finan-
cial services, retail and technology sec-
tors, with a proven track record at orga-
nizations including Bond Veterinary, 
Zeta Global, Monster Worldwide, and 
Staples Inc. A Suffolk University gradu-
ate and 2023 Visionary of  the Year recip-
ient from the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society of  New England, she brings 
strategic vision and philanthropic lead-
ership to the Foundation.

Jessica Favreau, vice president and 
commercial lending officer at Dean 
Bank, manages a commercial loan port-
folio exceeding $120 million. President 
of  the QCC Alumni Association (QCC 
class of  ’02), Favreau also holds degrees 
from Worcester State College and New 
England College of  Business. She 
serves on the boards of  Girls on the 
Run, the Wachusett Area Chamber of  
Commerce and CASA’s Champions for 
Children Committee, along with com-
pleting Leadership Worcester (Class of  
‘24).

Jennifer Hernandez, CEO and direc-
tor of  strategic marketing at GEM 
Marketing Solutions, has dedicated over 
15 years to empowering entrepreneurs, 
small businesses and nonprofit organi-
zations. A QCC alumna who earned an 
Associate of  Arts in Human Services in 
2014, Hernandez has been recognized 
with the Worcester Business Journal’s 
Outstanding Women in Business 
Award and the Worcester Chamber of  

Commerce’s Small Business of  the Year 
Award in 2023. She currently chairs the 
City of  Worcester’s Status of  Women 
board and mentors through EforAll, a 
nationwide support network for aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.

Jacob Rucker, private equity analyst 
at Rucker Investments, brings expertise 
in financial analysis, market research 
and strategic investment decisions. 
A Northeastern University D’Amore-
McKim School of  Business graduate 
with a finance concentration, Rucker 
has experience at Goldman Sachs, Bain 
Capital  and SCS Financial. In 2024, he 
co-founded Auxilium, an innovation 
accelerator in Worcester dedicated to 
supporting early-stage startups through 
workspace, mentorship and funding.

Jetari  Veal, assistant vice president 
of  community and business develop-
ment at Workers Federal Credit Union, 
leads strategic initiatives to grow mem-
bership and community engagement. 
With over a decade in financial services 
and educational credentials, including 
a bachelor’s degree from Mississippi 
Valley State University and an MBA 
from Grand Canyon University, Veal 
serves on advisory boards for the Center 
for Women & Enterprise, Worcester 
Historical Museum and LUK Inc.

Continuing QCC Foundation Board 
members include James M. Griffin​, vice 
president; Linda Cavaioli, treasurer; 
Kola Akindele, Linda Cammuso, Jack 

Cutone, Diane Giampa, Timothy Hally, 
Dr. Jean King, Dr. Linda S. Larrivee​, 
Jared Madison, Esq., Dr. Mary Meade-
Montaque​ and Matthew Wally​.

The QCC Foundation continues to 
advance transformative projects that 
directly support student achieve-
ment and community impact. The 
Foundation’s current priorities can be 
found at QCC.edu/thrive.

“Our mission is simple but profound: 
to open doors for students who carry 
big dreams but also big burdens. Many 
of  our students are first-generation, 
working parents, or immigrants trying 
to balance school, work, and family. 
Too often, they quietly wonder if  they 
belong. And through this Foundation, 
our answer to them is yes,” Gushi added.
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends is October 15

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Angeletto 
Animal ID 58477914 
Species Cat 
Breed 
  Domestic 
 Shorthair/
 Mix 
Age 1 year 
 24 days 
Gender Male 
Size Medium 
Color Brown 
Spayed/Neutered Yes 
 Declawed No 

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant
The Town of East Brookfield is seeking a highly orga-
nized and detail-oriented professional to fill the part-time 
position of Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant. This 
role provides comprehensive administrative support to 
the Board of Selectmen, assisting in the day-to-day oper-
ations of the office and ensuring the smooth flow of town 
governance.
Compensation: This is a part-time, non-benefited posi-
tion. Pay is commensurate with experience.
To Apply: Please submit a resume and cover letter to 
ebbos300@eastbrookfieldma.us by October 15, 2025. For 
a full job description or questions, please contact Chair-
man Andrew Lynch at alynch@eastbrookfieldma.us.
The Town of East Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

Attention North Brookfield 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
October 1 – 31, 2025

The North Brookfield Water Department will be 
flushing water mains throughout town beginning 
Wednesday, October 1st through Friday, October 
31st 2025.
The purpose of the flushing is to remove sedi-
ment buildup in the mains.  The flushing may 
result in temporary discoloration of the water, 
caused by small particles dislodged during the 
flushing.  This discoloration might stain your 
laundry, especially white materials.  

Flushing is performed between the hours of 
7:30AM and 3:30PM.  We post our daily flush-
ing schedule on the North Brookfield Happen-
ings Community Facebook Page.  If you would 
like additional information, please call the Water 
Department at (508) 867-0207.

QCC Foundation board welcomes five new members

Arthritis Foundation’s Jingle Bell Run® 
brings Worcester together to raise funds 

and awareness for research
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Friday price 9/26/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom  
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

BLT  
Grinder 

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

CHARLTON —  For 
Emmanuel Nyah of  
Leicester, the path to 
becoming a Licensed 
Practical Nurse was 
not a straight line, but a 
challenging, transconti-
nental journey fueled by 
an unwavering commit-
ment to his family and 
an unbreakable spirit. 
Now, a new LPN at Vibra 
Hospital in Rochdale, 
Nyah’s story is a power-
ful testament to persever-
ance against formidable 
odds.

“I had one goal in my 
mind, which was to set 
myself  up to take good 
care of  my family,” Nyah 
shared. “I faced obstacles 
I never envisioned or 
envisaged, but I always 
believed in my mantra: 
‘Every sea that has peo-
ple on the other side of  
the shore is crossable, 
and when we get to the 
bridge, we will cross it.’”

Nyah’s journey into 
healthcare began at 
the foundational level, 
working as a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
at Jewish Healthcare in 
Worcester and later at 
Brookside Rehabilitation 
in Webster. There, he 
built a solid base in 
bedside care, assisting 
with vitals, support-
ing patients with their 
activities of  daily living 
(ADLs), and serving as a 
crucial link to the nurs-
ing team.

This hands-on experi-
ence cemented his desire 
to advance his skills. 
He enrolled in the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy initially, where 
he was elected as the 
Student Representative, 
and then the Practical 
Nursing program at 
Assabet Valley Technical 
High School, where his 
natural leadership abil-
ities shone further. His 
peers elected him Class 
President for the 2024-
2025 academic year, a role 
in which he demonstrat-
ed exceptional teamwork 
and communication 
skills. Nyah’s profes-
sional qualifications are 
extensive: he is certified 
in Health Care Provider/
Basic Life Support CPR, 
Dementia Care, and 
Mental Health First Aid. 

His transition into 
nursing is even more 
remarkable given his 
extensive academic back-
ground in a different sci-
entific field. Nyah holds 
a Bachelor of  Science in 
Microbiology from the 
University of  Calabar in 
Nigeria and a Master of  
Science in Plant Biology 

from Tel Aviv University 
in Israel. This unique 
perspective gives him a 
deep-rooted appreciation 
for the complexities of  
biological systems, both 
in plants and now, in peo-
ple.

Nyah credits his suc-
cess to his profound faith 
and a robust support sys-
tem. 

“My inspiration and 
motivation come from 
within,” he said. “I’m 
poised to show people 
like me—who come from 
my situation or environ-
ment—that anything is 
possible with the right 
attitude and mindset.”

He expressed deep grat-
itude for those who stood 
by him, including God, 
the Burlingame family, 

and especially his fian-
cée, Len. 

“They never judged, 
never questioned, and 
always supported me,” he 
remarked. 

His daughter, 
Imaobong, remains his 
greatest inspiration. 

“If  I didn’t have her, 
I would have given up 
when the storms raged,” 
Nyah said, also express-
ing appreciation for Dr. 
Gretheline Bolandrina 
of  Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. 

“You’re a big part of  it, 
and I’m grateful for your 
mentorship,” he said.

Upon completing his 
certificate in June 2025, 
Nyah tackled the NCLEX-
PN exam, passing on his 
first attempt—a signif-

icant achievement that 
speaks to his diligence 
and competence. He has 
now begun his career as 
an LPN at Vibra Hospital, 
where he works with a 
complex patient popula-
tion, including individu-
als with tracheostomies, 
ventilators, G-tubes, and 
traumatic brain injuries.

Emmanuel Nyah’s 
story is not just one 
of  career changes but 
of  profound personal 
growth and determi-
nation. It is a hopeful 
reminder that with faith, 
a strong support network, 
and an unyielding will to 
succeed, any obstacle can 
be overcome.

Emmanuel Nyah

From plant biology to patient care 
— LPN’s journey of  

resilience and dedication

Weekly police 
blotter

The Spencer Police Department reported the follow-
ing arrests during the week of  Sept. 17-22:

Kenneth J. Chiapulis, age 54, of  Spencer was arrest-
ed on Sept. 17 for Disorderly Conduct (subsequent 
offense) and Disturbing the Peace (subsequent offense).

Nicole M. Bruce, age 42, of  Spencer was arrested on 
Sept. 19 in connection with a warrant.

The Leicester Police Department reported the fol-
lowing arrests from Sept. 18-24:

A summons in lieu of  arrest was issued on Sept. 
19 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of  
license.

A summons in lieu of  arrest was issued on Sept. 20 
for Unlicensed Operation of  a Motor Vehicle and driv-
ing at a rate of  speed exceeding the posted limit.

A summons in lieu of  arrest was issued on Sept. 
20 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of  
license and a Marked Lanes Violation.

Isaac K. Tua, age 38, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
Sept. 21 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension 
of  license for Operating Under the Influence.

A summons in lieu of  arrest was issued on Sept. 
24 for operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle and 
Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of  regis-
tration.

Knights of 
Columbus hosting 

family dinner
LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights of  Columbus 

will hold a family dinner this month.
The event is set for Wednesday, Oct. 8, at 6 p.m. Menu 

options include a choice of  roast pork or baked fish.
The cost of  dinner is $15 per person, which includes 

a salad, entrée, dessert, and coffee.
If  you are interested in attending, call Don at 508-615-

8434 to make reservations. You may also send an email 
to: ohno7g7@yahoo.com.

Please make your reservations by Monday, Oct. 6.
The location is 91 Manville St.

Fundraiser to 
benefit injured 
police officers

LEICESTER — Area residents are invited to support 
injured Leicester Police Officers Stephen Kustigian 
and Eddie Santiago at a fundraiser.

Set for Saturday, Oct. 4, the event will take place from 
4-10 p.m. at the Cherry Valley American Legion (167 
Main St.).

The admission cost is $20 per person. The event will 
include raffles; an auction; and a buffet.

The Leicester Police Association thanks the commu-
nity for its ongoing support of  the officers as they con-
tinue their recovery from an off-duty vehicle accident 
this past summer.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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Maher are also thanked for orga-
nizing their students for activ-
ities at the event. Additionally, 
Assistant Superintendent Rich 
Lind led the Home Depot Kids 
Kit Giveaway.

Building and property main-
tenance representatives  sold 
out of  their student-made 
birdhouses. Meanwhile, culi-
nary students  served  pumpkin 
bisque  and  roasted corn salsa 
with chips, which were big hits 
among fair guests.

Early education and care mem-
bers provided plenty of  fun 
with  face painting, fake tattoos, 
and games  for kids. Electrical 
representatives demonstrated 
their skills with a workshop, 
while health assisting members 
engaged the community with an 
informative poster display, pro-

gram photos, and a prize wheel.
Members of  the music team 

also got involved in the fun. 
Leicester music teacher Alexis 
Phillips  helped run a bake sale 
and chorus performance.

“Thank you again for your 
time, enthusiasm, and commit-
ment to showcasing the strength 
of  our CTE programs,” May 
added. “Events like these help 
build community support and 
pride in what we do—and that 
wouldn’t be possible without 
your dedication.”

The event also featured doz-
ens of  local crafters, vendors, 
performers, and exhibitors. 
Members of  area organizations 
and agencies attended the fair as 
well, including first responders, 
library leaders, and representa-
tives of  other town departments. 

“The Harvest Fair Committee 
works long and hard all year 
to put on a fun-filled, educa-
tional event. Their dedication 

and focus to detail is obvious 
throughout the fair,” said Select 
Board Chairman Doug Belanger, 
who attended the event in sup-
port of  multiple community bet-
terment causes. 

Officials thank festival orga-
nizers and volunteers for their 
hard work in making the event 
a success each year. Local stu-
dents also enjoyed the opportu-
nity to volunteer, help crafters 
unload, and greet guests.

Financial support for the 
festival is provided by grants 
offered from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council; the Leicester 
Arts Council; the Leicester 
Savings Bank Fund; Country 
Bank; and Cornerstone Bank.

To learn more about the school 
district’s Career Technical 
Education offerings, check out 
the Leicester Public Schools 
website.

call: 

508-892-8150
WWW.LEICESTERSPINEANDWELLNESS.COM

Regenerative 
Medicine

May be the solution 
to your knee pain!

PRP/Stem Cell therapy has 
revolutionized treatment of 

chronic pain & inflammation in 
the knees. Can also help

with hip, shoulder and back pain!

Call for a FREE 
consultation, 

you may be
 a candidate to avoid 

joint replacement surgery

Public Hearing Notice
Town of Spencer – Hazard Mitigation Plan Presentation 
The Town of Spencer in collaboration with the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to review 
and discuss the Spencer Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) on: 
Date: Monday, October 6, 2025 Time: 6:00 PM
Location: McCourt Social Hall 157 Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 
This meeting can also be accessed virtually being using the following 
link: https://www.gotomeet.me/TownofSpencerMA/boardofselectmen
This hearing will take place during the Board of Selectmen meeting. 
The purpose of the hearing is to: Provide a brief overview of the Haz-
ard Mitigation Planning process; Discuss the updated Spencer Haz-
ard Mitigation Plan; and Inform the public about the current public 
comment period for the Plan. Community members are encouraged 
to attend this hearing, learn about the plan, and provide feedback. 
For more information or to review the draft plan, please visit 

https://www.spencerma.gov/home/news/
hazard-mitigation-plan-public-comment

Fall is a great time to 
improve your soil for 
next year’s garden. Many 
of  the resources needed 
are readily available and 
many are free at this time 
of  the year.

 
Start by putting fall 

leaves to work in the gar-
den. Use your mower with 
the bag attached to shred 
and collect fall leaves. 
Work them into the top 
eight to 12 inches of  soil. 
They break down over 
winter, adding organic 
matter and nutrients to 
the soil before you begin 
planting in the spring.

 
Fall leaves are also a 

great resource for those 
of  you minimizing soil 
disruption with no till, 
also known as  no dig, 
soil care. Spread several 
inches of  the leaves over 
the soil surface. The leaf  
mulch protects the soil in 
new and vacant gardens 
from erosion and com-
paction over the winter. 
They keep the soil a bit 
cooler in the spring so 
you may need to adjust 
your planting times.

 
Cover bare soil in 

perennial gardens and 
mixed borders with fall 
leaves. They are a great 
mulch, suppressing 
weeds, conserving mois-
ture and improving the 
soil as they decompose. A 
layer of  leaves insulates 
the soil, helping insects 
and other wildlife that 
overwinter underground. 
Plus, they are free.

 
Incorporating two to 

four inches of  compost 
or other organic matter 
into the top eight to 12 
inches of  soil is another 
option. Organic matter 

adds nutrients but also 
improves drainage and 
aeration in heavy soil 
and increases water- and 
nutrient-holding capacity 
in fast draining soils. 

 
Adding compost also 

builds the soil ecosys-
tem. It increases the 
number and activity of  
beneficial soil organisms 
such as good bacteria, 
fungi, microorganisms 
and insects. Healthy soil 
grows healthier plants 
more resistant to pests 
and environmental 
stresses.

 
Another no till method 

uses a five-inch layer of  
compost on top of  non-
shiny cardboard, cover-
ing the soil surface. The 
cardboard helps suppress 
the weeds and the com-
post provides the grow-
ing medium for seeds 
and transplants. The 
compost is replenished 
yearly, and the card-
board eventually breaks 
down, adding organic 
matter to the soil.

 
Convert landscape 

and garden trimmings, 
fall leaves and compost 
into a rich planting medi-
um with lasagna garden-
ing. This system employs 

composting methodology 
to build soil in free-stand-
ing or contained raised 
beds.

 

Start your lasagna gar-
den by measuring and 
marking the layout of  
your garden bed. Cut any 

grass and weeds in this 
area very short and cover 
with moist newspaper or 
cardboard. This smoth-
ers any existing grass 

and weeds. 
Next, add a two- to 

three-inch layer of  
peat moss or compost. 
Top this with four to 
eight inches of  plant 
debris such as leaves, 
plant-based kitchen 
scraps, herbicide-free 
grass clippings, straw 
or similar materials. 
Sprinkle a bit of  low 

nitrogen fertilizer over 
this layer. Cover with an 
inch of  compost. Repeat 
the layers, just like mak-

ing lasagna, until your 
garden is 18 to 24 inches 
high.

Hugelkultur, or mound 
gardens take this one 
step further. The bottom 
layer is made of  logs, 
branches and fall leaves. 
Do not include black wal-
nut tree trimmings that 
are toxic to many plants 
or those of  cedar and 
black locust that are very 
slow to decompose. The 
rotting logs and branches 
absorb water, making it 
available to the plants in 
the garden. As the tree 
trimmings decompose, 
they add organic matter 
and nutrients to the soil. 
Then top this with a lasa-
gna garden.

The lasagna and 
Hugelkultur beds gradu-
ally settle but the bene-
fits remain. Continue to 
build additional lasagna 
layers every few years on 
top of  established beds as 
needed.

Select a method that 
best fits your gardening 
style. Investing time in 
building healthy soil 
reaps years of  benefits.

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
streaming courses  and 
the nationally syndi-
cated  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Improve your garden soil with fall leaves
 and landscape trimmings

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Melinda Myers

Hugelkultur gardening, or mound gardens, takes the lasagna gardening method one step further with a bottom layer of logs, 
branches and fall leaves that decompose, adding organic matter and nutrients to the soil.

Hydrant flushing begins this week
SPENCER — The Town of  Spencer Water Department will 

be flushing fire hydrants throughout the eastern part of  the 
distribution system starting Oct. 1 through Oct. 24.

Flushing removes sediment from the water mains to help 
maintain water quality. When the Water Department staff  
is in the immediate area, residents could experience loss of  
pressure and short periods of  rusty water. We are sorry for 
any inconvenience this may cause. A daily list of  the flushing 
locations will be posted on the Spencer town Web site, www.
spencerma.gov, each day by 8 a.m. (click on Departments, 
then click Water Department, then click Hydrant Flushing 
2025). 

If  you have any concerns, please feel free to contact the 
Spencer Water Department office at 508-885-7525. 

FAIR
continued from page  A1

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Do we have your 
attention? 

Print Advertising is a  
very powerful medium and can  

deliver strongly for you business.  
Consumer immersion in trusted content has 

a massive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied 

to regular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers 
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional 
print newspapers (76%).  www.StonebridgePress.com
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More than seven million Americans 
have Alzheimer’s disease, according 
to a 2025 report from the Alzheimer’s 
Association. The emotional toll of  
watching a loved one struggle with the 
memory loss, depression, anxiety, and 
cognitive decline is already overwhelm-
ing — but the financial burden can be 
significant too. Hopefully, this disease 
will never touch your family, but it’s 
important to be financially prepared just 
in case. By planning to cover long-term 
care costs and creating a financial strat-
egy for caregivers, you can help protect 
your family’s financial well-being.

Expenses related to Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of  dementia can be exten-
sive. Families often face ongoing medi-
cal treatment costs, medical equipment 
purchases, home safety modifications, 
prescription drugs and personal care 
supplies. Long-term care represents one 
of  the largest health care costs not cov-
ered entirely by traditional Medicare, 
making advanced planning crucial.

Here are a few essential planning steps 
to consider: 

Plan for care costs and identify insur-
ance coverage.  Start by understanding 
your family›s health insurance options, 
including Medicare, supplemental poli-
cies, and veteran›s benefits if  applicable. 
Determine coverage for adult day care 
services, in-home care services, full-time 
residential care, and other long-term 
care options. Confirm whether you or 
your loved ones have long-term care pol-
icies or other insurance with long-term 
care riders. 

In some states, Medicare offers Special 
Needs Plans (SNPs) for people living 
with dementia, including Alzheimer’s. 
These plans specialize in care and cover-
age for beneficiaries with dementia, and 
only those diagnosed can enroll. 

Identify assets and debts.  Create a 
comprehensive picture of  your fami-
ly›s financial position, including bank 
accounts, investments, property, and 
debts such as credit cards, mortgages, 
or lines of  credit. You›ll need this if  you 
take over financial management for a 
loved one. 

Ensure legal documents are in 
place. Work with an attorney to establish 
crucial documents like a durable power 
of  attorney for finances and health care 
decisions. These documents should be 
created before someone is diagnosed or 
when they›re just starting to show early 
signs of  Alzheimer›s, so they can under-
stand what they›re signing. Waiting until 
cognitive ability declines make the pro-
cess more challenging and may require 
court procedures for conservatorship. 

Consider a living trust. A living trust 
can hold financial assets and property 
while a successor trustee, like trusted 
family member, manages money and 
makes investment decisions. While com-
plex, these trusts can provide valuable 
protection for families dealing with a 
parent or older relative experiencing 
dementia.

Look for tax benefits. Caregivers who 
pay care costs out of  pocket may qualify 
for tax credits and deductions. These 
benefits vary by state, so consult with a 
tax advisor about your eligibility. 

Consider protective measures for 
early stages.  If  a loved one is showing 
signs of  Alzheimer›s or other demen-
tia, you may want to set up auto-pay 
for bills, open joint checking accounts, 
freeze credit reports at major bureaus, 
consolidate or cancel credit cards, and 
monitor financial activities closely. This 
can help keep financial responsibilities 
flowing smoothly and prevent exploita-
tion by scam artists. 

A qualified financial advisor can help 
evaluate your family’s overall situation 
and recommend appropriate strategies 
to prepare for potential dementia-related 
costs. They can work with your legal and 
tax professionals to help you put compre-
hensive protection in place. 

While an Alzheimer’s or dementia 
diagnosis will change everyone’s life in 
your family, taking proactive financial 
steps can help ease the burden and pro-
vide greater confidence for the journey 
ahead. For more information, visit www.
alz.org.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Financial steps  
to prepare for 
Alzheimer’s 

 and dementia

Small-town 
strength 
lies in 
public 
spaces

Walk through any of  our towns, and 
you’ll see a common thread: the green 
in the center, the library with its steady 
hum of  visitors, the ballfields that glow 
under Friday night lights. These are not 
luxuries. They are the places that make 
a small town more than a collection 
of  houses. They are our shared living 
rooms, playgrounds, and front porches.

Public spaces carry enormous weight 
in shaping the quality of  local life. A 
thriving library means children have 
a safe, welcoming place after school, 
seniors have access to resources and 
connection, and families discover pro-
grams that otherwise would never 
fit into tight household budgets. A 
well-maintained town park gives kids 
room to run and parents a chance to 
gather. Even a small gazebo or pocket 
garden creates a point of  pride that 
says: this is who we are.

Maintaining and improving these 
spaces isn’t glamorous work. It doesn’t 
make the headlines the way a tax debate 
does, and it doesn’t usually come with 
ribbon-cuttings or big political wins. 
But it does require steady attention—
mowing, fixing, investing, planning. It 
requires budgets that acknowledge that 
quality of  life is not separate from pub-
lic safety and schools, but part of  the 
same equation.

In rural communities like ours, where 
neighbors already know one another 
and volunteerism is high, public spaces 
amplify that spirit. They give us a stage 
to meet, to play, to argue, and to cele-
brate. When we gather for concerts on 
the common, for Little League games, 
for story hours, or even for a town 
meeting in Memorial Hall, we remind 
ourselves that community is lived in the 
open, not behind closed doors.

As towns debate budgets in the com-
ing months, we should keep these places 
in mind. They don’t ask for much, but 
they return more than they cost. Strong 
schools teach our children, but strong 
public spaces teach us all how to live 
together. The benches, fields, shelves, 
and stages are what bind our small 
towns into communities that endure.

Investing in them is investing in our-
selves.

Letters to the Editor
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To the Editor:

Many of  us may recall Victor 
Orban, resident of  Hungary, visiting 
Mar-a-Lago.   Trump referenced that 
he had the perfect presidency, where 
everything worked in perfect unison.  
The legislature, courts and press, sup-
ported his every move, as it should be. 
Clearly, he uses this dictatorship as the 
model he wants to bring to us. There is 
never any dissent in the press.  There 
is no significant opposition party, and, 
like our supreme court, Orban is both 
exempt from their laws and defines 
then to thwart any challenges.   Does 
this sound familiar?

We are being conditioned to accept 
troops patrolling our streets.   Do not 
be surprised when the administration 
announces that our elections can only 
be secure if  troops pick up the ballots.  
Joeseph Stalin said it best — “It is not 
important who votes or how they vote, 
only who counts the votes.”

Right now, our nation, largely found-
ed and conceived on freedom of  reli-
gion and speech, is in mortal dan-
ger.  This President, who was not even 
sworn in on a bible, because the would 
not allow the Chinese one he sells, has 
not in any way shape or form, adhered 
to that oath.  The ethics of  what he has 
done with presidential power, is like 
the worst movie you could conceive.  
While prior presidents endeavored to 
observe emoluments and refrain from 
using the presidency to profit, this 
one was already receiving the graft of  
unused rentals in his DC hotel, but has 
taken it to a new level, using Marine 
#1 to attend a dinner for his largest 
crypto investors, many of  them for-
eign, and speaking from a presidential 

podium.   He brought his sons along 
on Airforce #1, to visit Arabia. Where 
he attended functions and got a “free” 
plane, while his sons negotiated hotels 
and golf  courses.   The billion dollars 
it will take to outfit that plane, for 
his use, was taken from our military 
nuclear upgrade budget.

His ICE storm troops, have success-
fully depleted the farm workers, and 
his tariffs destroyed enough markets 
and made farm equipment and sup-
plies so costly, that likely 75 percent 
of  small farmers will go bankrupt and 
their lands sold off  to deep pockets, 
foreign and domestic.   His speech  at 
the UN should be embarrassing for 
all of  us, including the standard lies.  
Ukraine is still at war, he settled no 
wars, but did bomb Iran and now , 
boats in international waters. What 
kind of  dementia makes you think 
that warrants a peace prize?

How many of  us have witnessed 
DJT speaking for free speech, while 
suppressing it, claiming to be for 
peace but doing exactly nothing to pro-
mote it, leveraging colleges and law 
firms to promote his white Christian 
nationalism, while not remotely act-
ing Christian.

Erika Kirk has demonstrated 
true Christianity in forgiving her hus-
band’s killer.  As she takes up Charlie’s 
mission, I hope it includes continuing 
to press for Epstein transparency.  His 
perversion is widely known fact and 
he has not won any case actually tried. 
Stand up for your country, or lose it.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Welcome to Hungary

To the Editor:

For a young man, husband and 
father of  two young children to be 
assassinated because of  his beliefs 
and his speaking out is wrong.  But 
for others to celebrate and be jubilant 
about his killing is just evil.  The Left 
is showing itself  for what it is.

Not everyone on the Left is celebrat-
ing, but those who are in power on the 
Left encourage and fuel this kind of  
violence.  Whose side are you on?

Hatred is wrong.  When we hate, in 
addition to the harm we do to others, 
we also poison ourselves, our souls, 
our very being.

Our country is so broken.  There is 
much division, hatred, violence and 
ill will.  Where will it end?  God is 
the only one who is able to heal and 
bring peace.  He alone is able to make 
things right.  Unless we turn to God, 
things will continue to deteriorate.  
Whatever your political leanings, 
if  you have a relationship with the 
Creator, please pray to him and ask for 
healing for our country.  

“Prayer is not an old woman’s idle 
amusement.  Properly understood and 
applied, it is the most potent instru-
ment of  action.” —  Mohandas K. 
Ghandi.

Nancy J. Nowak
Spencer

Pray for healing

To the Editor:
In your Sept. 12 edition, the letter 

titled “Eyes are the Window of  the 
Soul” struck a nerve. The contribu-
tor obviously must have unkind eyes 
and be, as she herself  described “Full 
of  Darkness.” Apparently, by looking 
in the President’s eyes on television, 
she concludes the following: you will 
see darkness, hate and anger! She 
then goes on to determine he has no 
heart or soul, and is selfish and cold, 
a man who only cares about himself. 
Amazing! 

I may be wrong, but I believe the 
President stated he and private donors 
are paying for the added ballroom, not 
the taxpayers. A nice, thoughtful lega-

cy to leave! 
I find the letter from this contribu-

tor and the other regular contributors 
to be the ones with “Dark Eyes.” Never 
anything positive, or suggestions to 
improve America and work togeth-
er to improve our country. She and 
the other regular contributors contin-
uously demonstrate the hate, anger 
and darkness towards our President 
that they claim to disapprove of. 

I suggest looking in the mirror to see 
who it really is with the “Dark Eyes.” 

Respectfully,
Matt DeFosse 

Spencer

Cross eyed

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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In the late 1950s, patients 
walked into Montreal’s 
Allan Memorial Institute 
expecting treatment for 
anxiety, depression, or 
everyday struggles of  
the mind. What many of  
them encountered instead 
was the work of  Dr. Ewen 
Cameron, a psychiatrist with an out-
sized reputation and a dangerous obses-
sion with “reprogramming” the human 
brain. Cameron believed he could break 
down a person’s mind and rebuild it 
from scratch. His methods were as 
crude as they were cruel.

He called it “Psychic Driving.” 
Patients were put under heavy seda-
tion, often for weeks at a time, and 
then forced to listen to negative phrases 
looped again and again through speak-
ers or headphones. Sometimes the mes-
sages ran for 16 hours a day. 

The results were devastating. Patients 
developed crippling fear, confusion, and 
dependency. Families reported that 
their loved ones came home like strang-
ers—haunted not by their original ill-
nesses, but by the relentless flood of  
negative suggestions that had hollowed 
them out.

One former patient described her 
experience years later. She recalled 
being placed in a hospital room, sedat-
ed, and wired to a tape recorder that 
played commands, accusations, or state-
ments of  worthlessness, repeated until 
they carved themselves into her mind 
like grooves in a record. “You are weak. 
You will never get better. You’re worth-
less!” Hour after hour, day after day, the 
messages ran until they became the 
background noise of  her mind.

While most of  us were never subject-
ed to cruel experiments, many of  us 
know what it’s like to live with words 
that cut deep. Some of  those words 
didn’t come from strangers in a lab coat, 
but from the people closest to us. 

The child who was told “you’ll never 
amount to anything” grows into an 
adult who whispers the same phrase to 
themselves before every job interview. 

The athlete who was told, “you always 
choke under pressure,” starts to believe 
it, replaying the line before every big 
game until it becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

The student who constantly hears 
“you’re not smart enough” can carry 

that soundtrack into adulthood, replay-
ing it in moments of  stress until it feels 
like the truth.

I recall a history teacher in high 
school who would stand in front of  the 
class and call us “a bunch of  losers.” 
He didn’t just say it once—he said it 
often, as if  repeating it might make it 
accurate. Thankfully, I’d been raised to 
believe otherwise. 

For years, psychologists have docu-
mented what happens when people are 
repeatedly exposed to harsh or abusive 
words. Over time, those external voices 
get internalized, turning into the per-
son’s own inner critic. 

￼
Researchers at UCLA found that 

repeated negative self-talk actually 
reshapes the brain. The brain begins 
to treat your own words like weapons. 
A single negative phrase repeated often 

enough rewires your entire system of  
motivation, and the only way to cope is 
to shut down and detach.

But here’s the good news—those sto-
ries aren’t permanent. Psychic driving 
can work both ways. As hard as it feels 
at the moment, you can interrupt them.

The next time you catch yourself  
repeating the same old phrases, flip the 
script. Tell yourself: “I’m a winner. I’m 
strong. I’m healthy. I am loved. I’m ris-
ing higher. I have what it takes.”

You won’t believe it at first; it will feel 
fake, as if  you’re lying to yourself. But 
keep saying it—because the more you 
speak life over yourself, the more your 
mind and spirit will begin to believe it. 
You’ll feel empowered; you’ll see oppor-
tunities where you once only saw dead 
ends. 

Repetition works both ways. If  neg-
ative words can burrow deep and 
take root, then positive ones can heal, 
strengthen, and grow. 

While we can’t all be star athletes or 
famous actors, every one of  us carries 
strengths that no one else can duplicate. 
It may be your creativity, kindness, or 
ability to solve problems in ways others 
can’t. 

When you begin to recognize and 
honor those gifts, you stop measuring 
yourself  against someone else’s spot-
light and start shining on your own. 
That’s when success becomes inevita-
ble—not because you copied anyone 
else’s path, but because you walked on 
your own with confidence. I believe in 
you. Now it’s your turn to think the 
same.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the star of  
Emmy - Nominated A Separate Peace, 
and the CEO of  Cubestream Inc. 

Psychic driving!

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/2 & SATURDAY 10/3

SWORDFISH 
AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

Time 
to Make 

Thanksgiving 
Reservations

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Trump promised that his second term would be 

one of  retribution.  (Disintegration is perhaps a more 
accurate descriptor.)  Of  course, he is a man of  many 
promises, but unfortunately, this appears to be one 
promise that he is intent to keep.  Unlike his other 
promises, he apparently has a clearly planned strate-
gy for achieving that goal.  

1)  Discredit any news unfavorable to him as fake 
news.  Even better, eliminate the sources through 
firings, litigation, and threats of  loss of  license.  Free 
speech is free if  it favors our President/King.  

2) Rewrite history (past and present), and redefine 
key words, including some in our Constitution.  

3) Demonstrate how powerful our nation is becom-
ing under his leadership – military parades, threats 
to our neighbors and allies abroad, and refusal to 
cooperate with the rest of  the world in addressing the 
real threat of  global warming.  

4) Threaten prosecutors and judges who dare to 
try to hold him responsible for his many illegal and 
immoral acts.  

5) Divide and conquer, using division and racist 
rhetoric to divide our nation, and to begin an appar-
ent revival of  the Civil War.  

6) Develop a well-armed (but untrained, in terms of  
knowledge of  the law) private army with loyalty to 
Trump rather than country. The deplorable and ille-
gal actions of  some members of  ICE show complete 
disdain for the rule of  law and the Constitutionally 
guaranteed rights of  people, regardless of  citizen-
ship.  

7)  Purge our government of  the “deep state.”
After that perhaps too lengthy introduction, I would 

like to focus on a few definitions (part of  strategy #2), 
because there are clear divisions among us in how we 
define some words that we are hearing on an almost 
daily basis.

Deep state.  I will start here, since I suspect that 
many of  us, regardless of  political persuasion, are 
beginning to get a glimpse of  a deep state in this coun-
try.  There is no doubt that there are some people who 
have political power to adversely impact the running 
of  our government.  These people are not the highly 
trained and dedicated individuals who chose their 
careers, not to get rich, but to genuinely serve their 

country and world using their training and skills.  
Trump’s purges of  government employees with skills 
and experiences that we so vitally need has enabled 
him to find replacements whose sole “redeeming” 
quality appears to be sycophantic loyalty to Trump 
rather than country.  Recent recruits of  his “private 
army” do not hesitate to apprehend people based on 
the color of  their skin or the accent of  their speech.  
These “law enforcement agents” appear to have little 
respect for the law, as they illegally round up hun-
dreds of  immigrant children to fly them to another 
country.

Woke.  There have been attempts to ban books 
considered too woke or that promoted D.E.I., as we 
witnessed at the library of  the U. S. Naval Academy.  
Apparently woke is not a flattering term for many 
in the MAGA crowd.  This is a bit perplexing to me, 
since I interpret woke as being awake or sensitive to 
the suffering of  others.  This is a weakness?  Is the 
willingness to treat others cruelly a sign of  strength?  
I suppose it is in the eyes of  a bully trying to hide 
his own weaknesses.  Donald Trump tries to convey 
a false strength by claiming to be above the law and 
taking a harsh and judgmental stance against the 
most vulnerable in our society.  He continues down 
a path that endangers our environment, our judicial 
system, our democracy, and the system of  checks and 
balances carefully delineated in our Constitution that 
has helped our country progress on its long journey 
toward Abraham Lincoln’s “government of  the peo-
ple, by the people, and for the people”.  Seeing heavily 
armed members of  our armed forces “control” our 
city streets does not make me feel safer.  It makes 
me fearful of  the potential misuse of  our military to 
support an autocrat like Trump, especially during the 
2026 election.

DEI (Diversity, Equality, Inclusion). These are char-
acteristics that can truly make a country great.  A 
fascist dictatorship that ignores the needs or rights 
of  the poor certainly is the antithesis of  DEI.  Adolph 
Hitler used a strategy of  embracing racist attitudes 
and fostering division rather than inclusion.  Trump 
studied Hitler’s speeches and has been using the 
same playbook.  His choices to fill key positions in 
our government are clearly loyalists.  Are some in 
his masked “private army” sycophants recently par-

doned by Trump even if  found guilty of  violent acts 
during their attack on the Capitol?

MAGA (Make America Great Again).  Perhaps 
that “G” should stand for gullible.  Trump apparent-
ly believes his audience of  supporters are gullible.  
By simply repeating the same lies over and over, he 
thinks that most will eventually believe them.  Do 
you really believe those tariffs are going to lower 
your cost of  living?  Our image as a beacon for democ-
racy has been severely soiled.  Perhaps the Statue 
of  Liberty should now be holding an M16 to warn 
immigrants from stepping on our shores.  But what 
makes a country great?  Is it the size of  its GDP (gross 
domestic product)?  In some ways our gross domestic 
product is truly gross, especially when we consider 
the mountains of  unrecycled waste and the environ-
mental damage that comes with that gross product.  
Again, Trump’s idea of  greatness is anything but 
great.  Does a great country exploit the poor and 
the environment to make a few extremely wealthy 
oligarchs even wealthier?  These oligarchs, although 
materially rich, could benefit from another type of  
wealth that does not have a dollar sign attached.  
Gross National Happiness is a unique development 
philosophy (enshrined in the Constitution of  Bhutan) 
that emphasizes the happiness and well-being of  the 
population as more important than economic growth 
alone.  On that scale, the U.S. does not rank so well.  
But perhaps that is just too woke!

In the field of  medicine, you will hear the term 
“Hippocratic,” in reference to Hippocrates, a great 
man of  learning from ancient times and a strong 
proponent of  nourishing food as the best medicine.  
The Hippocratic Oath refers to his primary tenant 
of  medicine, to do no harm.  I mention this because 
I fear that many Republican officials appear to have 
confused the term Hippocratic with hypocritical.

While I am addressing definitions, I will clarify 
a term that I have used frequently in recent years.  
Sycophant – a person who acts obsequiously toward 
someone important in order to gain advantage.  We 
still have dictionaries.  I’ll let you decide if  obsequi-
ous is an accurate descriptor for recent behavior 
we’ve witnessed during the reign of  Trump.

David W. Brown
North Brookfield

Confusing Hippocratic with hypocritical

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — 
Community members got 
their first look at the new 
David Prouty High School 
during last week’s open 
house.

Following a busy sum-
mer of  construction as 
part of  the ongoing DPHS 
addition-renovation proj-
ect, the new academic 
facility and gymnasium 
were ready in time for the 
first day of  school. 

The building includes 
state-of-the-art class-
rooms, science labs, offic-
es, dining areas, and study 
spaces, in addition to the 
new gymnasium and lock-
er rooms.

On Sept. 23, a large 
attendance of  families, 
local officials, and res-
idents toured the school 
with district leaders.

“People were  lined 
up before 5 p.m. and 
were waiting patiently 
to see the school.  It was 
a steady stream of  peo-
ple from 5 p.m. all the 
way until 7 p.m.,” said 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 
Superintendent Paul 
Haughey.

Nick Pimentel, a con-
struction representative 

for Colliers Engineering 
and Design (the proj-
ect’s OPM), told the New 
Leader about several 
unique aspects of  the 
new facility that celebrate 
Prouty’s past while pre-
paring the next genera-
tion of  Panthers.

One of  the most impres-
sive elements can be found 
in the gymnasium lobby, 
which features a Panther 
logo salvaged from the 
old gym court and inlaid 

into the new flooring. 
Additionally, an orange-
black color scheme 
throughout the gym and 
locker rooms augments 
the home-court feel.

“The first few weeks of  
school have been smooth, 
and we’re enjoying the 
building.  There’s obvi-
ous pride among the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff  as 
they settle into the beau-
tiful new facility,” said 
DPHS Principal Mary 

LaFreniere.  
The new DPHS also 

features ample space for 
science labs and class-
rooms. Additionally, spe-
cialized spaces accom-
modate Prouty’s four 
DESE-approved programs 
in Career Technical 
Education (CTE).  These 
include early education 
and care; criminal justice; 
business and marketing; 
and environmental sci-
ence and technology.

The criminal justice 
classroom is arranged 
to resemble a court-
room, including a mock 
judge’s bench and jury 
box. Moreover, students 
are learning life skills in 
a classroom featuring a 
washer, dryer, and several 
kitchen appliances.

With the next phase 
of  construction already 
underway on campus, stu-
dents and staff  are eager 
to see the completed proj-
ect next year.

“It’s a fantastic space, 
and we are especially 
excited to watch the final 
phases really gaining 
momentum as we think 
about next year and how 
incredible it will be to 
move into the final prod-
uct next school year,” 
LaFreniere added. “David 
Prouty has an epic sense 
of  tradition and pride, and 
being part of  this gener-
ation of  students moving 
into the new Prouty and 
beginning to make their 
mark is an honor and a 
privilege.”

Outside, the school’s 
track and football field 
have seen a major reno-
vation. DPHS athletes are 
looking forward to hosting 
the first games in the new 
facility’s history.

Over the summer, con-
struction crews also fin-
ished abatement and 
demolition work on the 
school’s old academic 
wing. This will allow for 
further work on the site to 
take place.

Additionally, the park-
ing lots and access lanes 
were fully paved in time 
for school.

During the open house, 
guests were thrilled to see 
the modern academic and 
athletic spaces that are 
preparing the next gener-
ation for success.

“The communities 
seemed pleased with the 
facility and all of  its fea-
tures, from the science 
lab, to the criminal jus-
tice classrooms, to the 

size of  the gymnasium,” 
Haughey added.  “The 
inlay of  the old gym floor 
center court logo is a 
feature that most people 
were also impressed with 
when entering the facility 
through the gymnasium.”

School officials also 
appreciated the opportu-
nity to reconnect with sev-
eral Prouty alumni mem-
bers. For administrators 
like LaFreniere, who is in 
her first year at the helm 
of  DPHS, the event provid-
ed a great chance to learn 
more about the school’s 
proud history.

“I met so many peo-
ple who were alumni, so 
many even wearing their 
vintage Prouty swag,” 
LaFreniere said.  “There 
were so many touching 
anecdotes about the vari-
ous incarnations of  David 
Prouty High School – back 
to the original school 
building, as well as the 
one they just razed – that 
were fitting for an event 
where the newest embod-
iment is in its last stages.”

For Prouty alumni 
members, touring the 
building was an exciting 
way to keep history alive 
while looking forward to 
a promising new chapter.

“My wife and I were 
excited to tour the new 
David Prouty High School, 
and we were both very 
impressed with the work 
so far,” said State Sen. 
Peter Durant, a Spencer 
resident and Prouty alum. 
“The impressive science 
classrooms, the beautiful 
gymnasium, and the cre-
ative and thoughtful use 
of  space throughout the 
building will enhance the 
learning environment for 
students from Spencer-
East Brookfield. I look for-
ward to seeing the project 
completed.”

Looking ahead to next 
summer, the final jobs 
will take place at the high 
school to allow the pre-K 
facility to open inside the 
building in 2026. Features 
will include a dedicated 
nurse’s office, bright class-
room spaces, and a dining 
service area – each with 
specialized designs and 
colors meant for younger 
learners.

SEBRSD officials thank 
project leaders with Jones 
Whitsett Architects, Inc. 
(architect for the project); 
Fontaine Bros., Inc. (gen-
eral contractor); Colliers 
Engineering and Design; 
and the rest of  the con-
struction team for helping 
to keep the community 
informed throughout the 
process.

Students, families, and 
staff  members are also 
thanked for their cooper-
ation during the construc-
tion phases.

For further information 
about the project, visit 
www.sebrsd.org.

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

GRILL
SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

BEAT
THE COMING

TARIFF
PRICE
HIKES!

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

Kevin Flanders

Much to the delight of DPHS alumni members, the logo from the old school was relocated to the new gym lobby.

Community gets first look at DPHS renovations
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER —  Area residents are 

invited to enjoy a special two-day pro-
gram this month, when the Senior 
Center presents “Mystery Dinner 
Theatre: Murder at the Malt Shop.”

The first show, which sold out in less 
than a week, is set for Oct. 18 at 5 p.m. 
Doors open at 4:15 p.m. 

A matinee will take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 19, at noon. Doors open at 11:15 a.m. 

“The Saturday evening production is 
a dinner event, and our Sunday matinee 
is a luncheon event,” said Senior Center 
Director Rachelle Cyr. 

Several rehearsals have been held 
prior to the shows, and senior cast mem-
bers can’t wait for the big weekend. 

The cast includes Jan Parke as Hedda 
Fuller Eyre; Harry Kustigian as Sheriff  

Colin Allcars; Greg Shambo as  Jerry 
Atrick; Gail Kustigian  as  Norma 
Dreadful; Jane Todd as  Doe Ramey; 
Marilyn Hyland as Ginger Vitus; David 
Parke as  Doc Dusenburg and Squinty 
Peepers;  Victor Kruczynski as  Jim 
Shorts; Dianna Provencher as  Dee 
Lighted; Bobbie Bisson as  Bobbie 
Pinz; Evelyn Brezniak as Shirley Knott; 
Diane Bergin  as  Wynn Fairly; Sharon 
Nist as  Holly Wood; Kurt Parliament 
as  Russell Sprout; and Tom Kampe 
as Noah Count. 

The show is directed by Meaghan 
Casey, who works for the town in sev-
eral departments, including part-time 
work at the Senior Center where she 
produces its newsletter.

David Wood, the Senior Center’s 
Director of  Programs, serves as the 
show’s executive producer. Cyr is serv-

ing as the associate producer.  
“There has been much labor involved 

in staging by David Wood and his fami-
ly, as well as by Meaghan Casey and her 
family,” Cyr added.  “Our older adults 
who are in this production have also 
busied themselves shopping for the 
proper outfit.” 

Senior Center officials described sev-
eral positive impacts the show is hav-
ing on the community. They hope to 
see many future shows entertain local 
guests.

“This production, the first at our 
Senior Center, goes far beyond offering 
weekend entertainment to our older 
adults,” Cyr said. “It is well known that 

weekends, especially, can be a time of  
loneliness and isolation.  By offering 
options to look forward to, it is our hope 
to lessen the impact as they look for-
ward to something fun they can afford.”

In addition to providing senior cast 
members with a fun experience, the 
production has also been beneficial in 
several other ways.

“It helps our older adults to get out of  
their comfort zone to enjoy acting, elo-
cution, memory, and speaking in front 
of  an audience, as they get involved 
with each other to socialize, share, 
laugh, practice, and hopefully reduce 
stage fright,” Cyr added. 

To learn more about the upcoming 
productions, contact the Senior Center 
or visit the town Web site.

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
Fall Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY 
WEEK!

Special Savings on...
E Bedrooms
E Living Rooms
E Recliners
E Occasional Pieces
E Entertainment Center
E Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process of selling out some of our 
current stock to make room for new 2026 models. Because

of this, we are offering savings throughout the store!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
see store for details

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-877
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

M.T.W. & SAT. 9:30-6, TH. & FRI. 9:30-7, SUN. 11-5
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders
will be take on these items. Floor Sample Clearance
items are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Leicester Senior Center presents mystery dinner 

Courtesy

A cast of local residents has worked hard to prepare for upcoming productions at the Leicester Senior Center.

LEICESTER — 
The Massachusetts 
State Democratic 
Convention held on 
Sept. 13 in Springfield, 
focused on approv-
ing the Massachusetts 
Democratic plat-
form for the next four 
years.    Members of  
the LDTC who attend-
ed as delegates were: 
Chairperson Elizabeth 
Zito, Secretary Jean 
Dalbec, and committee 
member John Higgins.

Prior to voting to 
accept the 2025 Platform, 
delegates heard from 
MassDems Chair Steve 
Kerrigan; Sen. Ed 
Markey, Gov. Maura 
Healey and Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll; Congressman 
Richie Neal; Secretary 
of  State William Galvin; 
State Attorney Andrea 
Campbel State Auditor 

Diana DiZoglio; State 
Treasurer Deb Goldberg; 
and a video presentation 
from Senator Elizabeth 
Warren. In addition 
to approving the 2025 
Platform, attendees also 
had opportunities to 
learn about organizing, 
mobilizing and getting 
communities ready for 
next year’s mid-term elec-
tions by engaging voters.

The 2025 Platform is 
built around investing 
in and improving the 
quality of  life for all of  
Massachusetts. Among 
the key areas of  focus are: 
children and families; 
economic growth; climate 
and environment; racial 
justice, equal rights and 
opportunities; ethics and 
transparency; healthcare 
and human services; 
housing, immigration, 
labor and workforce; pub-

lic safety and criminal 
legal reform; reproduc-
tive health; transporta-
tion and infrastructure; 
veterans; voting and 
democracy; and empow-
ering young residents.  

As stated in the Platform 
Committee’s  2025 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Democratic Party 
Platform  this ambitious 
effort is “Consistent 
with the history of  
the Massachusetts 
Democratic Party, this 
Party Platform rep-
resents our continuing 
commitment to progress, 
to not being satisfied 
with the status quo, and 
to leaning forward.    We 
are aiming high to take 
on the big challenges we 
face, make a meaning-
ful difference in people’s 
lives and stand up for 
every single person.”

Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee delegates attend Mass 

State Democratic Convention

Courtesy

Leicester Democratic Town Committee Chair Elizabeth Zito;   Rep. Ayanna Presley; LDTC 
Secretary Jean Dalbec, LDTC member John Higgins.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Albert Siforo, owner of a 2015, Toy-
ota Corolla Plate# 8BY227 Vin# 
2T1BURHEXFC394638, has aban-
doned vehicle on 04/25/25 at Deer 
Pond Auto/ JR’S Towing LLC. Deer 
pond will seek ownership of vehicle af-
ter 21 days of first ad placement if ve-
hicle is not reclaimed and all charges 
fully paid for. 
September 19, 2025
September 26, 2025
October 3, 2025

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
 FOR THE SALE OR REUSE

OF THE FORMER CHERRY STREET 
FIRE STATION

11 CHERRY STREET, SPENCER 
MA, 01562

The Town of Spencer will be taking 
proposals for the sale or lease of 
the Former Cherry Street Fire Station 
located at 11 Cherry Street in Spencer 
until November 12, 2025.  Interested 
parties must access the full Request 
for Proposal by visiting the Town’s 
website at www.SpencerMA.gov/bids.  
Questions can be sent to Jeff Bridges, 
Town Administrator at JBridges@
Spencerma.gov.
September 26, 2025
October 3, 2025

NOTICE TO PLANNING SERVICES 
PROVIDERS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
ZONING BYLAW

AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 
REVIEW AND UPDATE

The Town of Spencer is seeking pro-
posals for the review and update to the 
Town’s Zoning Bylaws and Subdivision 
Regulations.  Interested parties must 
access the full Request for Proposal 
by visiting the Town’s website at www.
SpencerMA.gov/bids.  Questions can 
be sent to Vivian Poplowski, Town 
Planner at VPoplowski@SpencerMA.
gov
October 3, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P3202EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Linda M Bell 
Also known as: Linda Bell, 

Linda S Bell
Date of Death: 04/25/2024 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Donald 
E Carlson of Williamstown MA  re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Donald E Carlson of Williamstown 
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/14/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 16, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 3, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts The 
Trial Court Probate and Family Court 
Docket No. WO24P1931EA Worcester 
Probate and Family Court 225 Main 
Street, Worcester, MA 01608 (508) 
831-2200 CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT Estate of: Jerry Lee 
Brown, Jerry Brown, Jerry L. Brown, 
Date of Death: 02/27/2023. A Petition 
for Order of Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Karen Brown of Climax 
Hamlet, NY requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the allowance of 
the final account, the allowance of pro-
posed distribution, 1st and other such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE You have the 
right to obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 10/21/2025. This is 
NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further 
notice to you. WITNESS, Hon. Leilah 
A Keamy, First Justice of this Court. 
Date: September 24, 2025, Stephanie 
K. Fattman, Register of Probate
October 3, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2512EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Marilyn A Valentino
Date of Death: 06/26/2025 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  S/A- Formal Probate 
of  Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative  has been filed by 
Deborah King of Jefferson MA  re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Deborah King of Jefferson MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/21/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to

this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 23, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 3, 2025

NOTICE OF TIER CLASSIFICATION 
SPENCER SHELL MART FACILITY 

94 MAIN STREET 
SPENCER 

MASSACHUSETTS   01562 
RTN 2-51064 

A release of oil and/or hazardous ma-
terials has occurred at this location, 
which is a disposal site as defined by 
M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the Massa-
chusetts Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 
40.0000.  To evaluate the release, a 
Phase I Initial Site Investigation was 
performed pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0480.  The site has been classi-
fied as Tier II pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0500.  On or about September 22, 
2025, OM Main St Spencer LLC filed 
a Tier II Classification Submittal with 
the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (MassDEP).  To obtain more in-
formation on this disposal site, please 
contact Brian D. Moore, LSP, Carriage-
House Consulting, Inc., 8 Pleasant 
Street, South Natick, MA 01760, (508) 
315-3146. 
The Tier Classification Submittal and 
the disposal site files can be viewed on 
the MassDEP website using Release 
Tracking Number (RTN) 2-51064 at 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/,or at Mass-
DEP, Central Regional Office, 8 New 
Bond Street, Worcester, MA  01060 
(508) 792-7650.  Additional public in-
volvement opportunities are available 
under 310 CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 
CMR 40.1404. 
October 3, 2025

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting to be held on Tuesday 
October 14, 2025, in the McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, a pub-
lic hearing will be held on the fol-
lowing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or 
as soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variance Permit Finding– Applicant/
Owner: Jeffrey & Laura Donahue: 
Location: 53 Jolicoeur Ave, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map U25-51. The appli-
cant is seeking a Variance under 
Sections 5.2.6 (Detached Accessory 
Structure) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to build a 22’ x 22’ garage 
with 9’ x 22’ lean to within the front 
setback. The property is located in 
the Lake Residential (LR) Zoning 
District.
September 26, 2025
October 2, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. wO21p1228GD 

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Resignation or Petition 

for Removal 
of Guardianship of a Minor

In the interests of
Melody Jayde-Arline Dolan

 of Warren, MA 
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on 
a Petition to Resign as Guardian of a 
Minor or Petition for Removal of Guard-
ian of a Minor filed on 9/03/2025 by  
by Rachel M. Holden and Jeremy E. 
McHugh on September 9, 2025  will 
be held 10/15/2025 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing Located 
Worcester Probate and Family Court
2. Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 
at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to: 
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at 
least five (5) business days before the 
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 
parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 
best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen  (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice  must be made by the sheriff, 
constable, or other person appoved 
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT 
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
the interested party by leaving at and 
mailing by regular first class mail to 
last and usual place of residence of the 
interested party at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of hearing listed 
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 
FURTHER  ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14)  days prior to the hearing 
date by mailing first class mail and by 
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in New Leader Warren  pub-
lication to be at least Seven (7) days 
prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United 
States Veteran Administration and the 
Department of Children and Families 
may be accomplished by regular first 
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior 
to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An im-
portant court proceeding that may af-
fect your rights has been scheduled. 
If you do not understand this notice or 
other court papers, please contact an 
attorney for legal advice.
Date: September 9, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
October 3, 2025

LEGALS

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.newswww.StonebridgePress.com

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the Rec-
tory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Barbara J. (Meier) 
Haddock passed 
away peacefully on 
September 19, 2025, 
surrounded by her 
family at Quaboag 
Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Nursing 
Center.

Barbara is survived 
by her husband of  69 years, Charles 
Haddock; her daughter, Lorraine 
Sawyer; and two sons, Dennis Haddock 
and Stewart Haddock and his wife, 
Patricia. Barbara also leaves behind 
five grandchildren, and 8 great-grand-
children.  Her daughter, Cheryl 
Haddock, predeceased her.

Barbara graduated from Saint 
Vincent School of  Nursing in Staten 
Island, NY in 1953.  She began her 
nursing career at the New York State 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Haverstraw, 
NY.  After her marriage and while 
she was raising her four children, she 
worked part-time at Nyack Hospital. 
The family moved up to Massachusetts 
in 1969, at which time she helped build 
and maintain the Long View Motel 
and Campground in Brimfield, while 
continuing her nursing career at 
Harrington Hospital in Southbridge.  
She worked for 27 years in ICU/CCU on 
the midnight shift until her retirement 
in 1996.

Barbara spent her life caring for peo-

ple. She was very active in her church, 
as a member of  the Episcopal Women’s 
Club, the Altar Guild, and the choir.  
She made clam chowder for the annual 
Red Door Fair, which people still ask 
for!

Barbara enjoyed traveling the 
world with her husband, skiing in 
Switzerland, and their Australia trip 
were among the highlights.  She also 
enjoyed local trips with friends and 
family.

Holiday parties were always cele-
brated at the lake. The neighborhood 
progressive Christmas dinner party 
was an annual event for many years.  
Family always gathered for Christmas 
and Fourth of  July to spend time with 
each other.  These gatherings were 
always the best for Barbara; she loved 
having her family close.   

There will be a Memorial Service on 
Monday, October 6, 2025, at 1:00PM in 
Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, 135 
North Main Street, North Brookfield, 
MA.  A Celebration of  Life will be 
held at Bike House Brewery, 31 East 
Brookfield Road, North Brookfield, 
MA immediately following the ser-
vice.  Arrangements are being made 
with Varnum Funeral Home, West 
Brookfield.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be sent to Christ Memorial 
Episcopal Church, 135 North Main 
Street, North Brookfield, MA 01535.

Barbara J. Haddock
OBITUARY

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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ily’s laun-
dry on the 
weekend at 
my mother’s 

house in West Brookfield because she 
has a well.  The prices are killing us,” 
Tonna said.

Town businesses are also struggling 
with the high prices, with some busi-
nesses paying over $5,000 per quar-
ter. Meanwhile, some of  the town’s 
largest water users – East Brookfield 
Elementary School and the courthouse 
on Route 9, among others – rely on 
neighboring Spencer’s water system. 
Therefore, they do not join other town 
water users in helping to defray the 
costs of  system upgrades.

“Our Board of  Selectmen has put 

those of  us on town water in an 
unsustainable position,” said Joanne 
Antetomaso. “They have given this 
town a multi-million-dollar debt and 
are expecting 600 and some households 
to be able to pay that over the next 30 
years. This has come at a time when 
our real estate taxes are also increasing 
due to the new high school being built 
in Spencer.”

Residents also argue that they weren’t 
fairly informed of  the price hikes.

“I want to recognize that the town 
did a great job with the construction of  
the water pipe and main upgrades, the 
new water tower, and treatment facil-
ity,” said Jenn Trigiano. “Where the 
town fell short is informing residents 
how the cost of  this project was going 

to increase their 
water rates. During 
the meetings that 
this project was 
reviewed, there 
were discussions of  
rate increases, as 
the town’s rates had 
not been increased 
in decades.  During 
those meetings, 
they discussed what 
the flat rates would 
be, but did not pro-
vide residents with 
projections of  what 
their bills would be 
with the new tiers 
and rates associat-
ed with them.”

There are approx-
imately 600 users 
relying on town 
water in East 
Brookfield, with 
another 400 using 
wells.

The total original 
cost of  the water 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
improvement proj-
ect was  $24,126,583. 
The town received 

a loan principal forgiveness  grant in 
the amount of  $5,453,289, which left a 
total  debt of  $18,673,294 for the town’s 
600 water-metered homes and business-
es to pay off. This excludes residents 
using wells.

“The most important issue is the mas-
sive debt.  It is $18 million-plus at this 
point, being spread only on the water 
users,” said Mark Morin. “As bills have 
skyrocketed —  mine was $960 for a 
quarter for two people — people will 
indeed conserve.  But also, some busi-
nesses will close or move, as will res-
idents who have a water bill so high.”

Residents recently expressed outrage 
over one selectman advising that water 
users keep prices down by shortening 
showers and doing laundry less fre-
quently.

“Two out of  the three selectmen have 
been completely incompetent and just 
plain mean,” Tonna said.  “It seems it 
is  very easy for them because they set 
the water prices,  but personally have 
wells so the outrageous water prices are 
not affecting them.”

Even part-time residents like Lucy 
and Drew McDermaid, who only reside 
in town from mid-May to mid-October, 
haven’t escaped the staggering prices.

“We shut down our property when 
we leave in October, which includes 
returning our meter for the water to 
the Water Department. They come out 
and shut our water off  at the main,” 
Lucy McDermaid shared with the New 
Leader. “The city knows that we are 
not using any water in the wintertime 
while we are gone, but we are still 
charged for water that we do not use.”

Added McDermaid, “When we have 
questioned the selectmen in the past, 
we were told that we have a fire hydrant 
near our house, so that’s what we are 
being charged for – even though we 
don’t use any water.”

The Select Board reportedly 
applied for a grant through MassDEP’s 
Emerging Contaminants  in Small or 
Disadvantaged Communities pro-
gram.  Selectmen did not respond to 

the New Leader’s multiple requests for 
comment on the situation.

State Sen. Peter Durant and Rep. 
Donald Berthiaume, who attended 
the Sept. 17 hearing, are searching for 
pathways capable of  providing relief  to 
impacted residents.

“Right now, we are working with the 
Governor’s Office and our federal dele-
gation to try to find some assistance for 
East Brookfield residents,” Durant said.

The town’s new water treatment and 
filtration facility is expected to begin 
operations in December. Residents told 
the New Leader the current crisis could 
have been avoided if  system mainte-
nance and upgrades had been made 
regularly over the years. 

“This all happened because of  mis-
management by many previous boards 
of  selectmen,” Morin said.

Some residents also highlighted the 
crisis as an example of  the town’s need 
to augment its leadership team.

“East Brookfield desperately needs 
a town administrator or manager,” 
said resident Amber Kowalczyk. “I am 
aware that this is a position a lot of  
towns struggle to fill. However, I believe 
that the town needs to put it on an 
Annual Town Meeting warrant so it can 
be voted on.”

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

BILLS
continued from page  A1

culinary students in singing “Happy 
Birthday” to Select Board Chair Doug 
Belanger, a longtime supporter of  stu-
dent programs and initiatives.  

“The School Department is on a roll, 
and the relationship and friendship 
between Superintendent Kustigian and 
the Town Hall could not be stronger,” 
Belanger said.

The event was also attended by State 
Representatives David LeBoeuf, Donald 
Berthiaume, and Paul Frost.

“Leicester High School is on the move, 
and what they have done in a short 
amount of  time is amazing,” LeBoeuf  
said.

Added  Frost, “Our state needs voca-
tional education, and Leicester is filling 
that void.”  

Located at the old Leicester High/
Middle School on Winslow Avenue, The 
Wolverine Grill is a key component of  
the recently established culinary arts 
department at LHS.  Students will gain 
real-world, hands-on experience by serv-
ing the public from a newly renovated 
commercial kitchen.

“I am honored to be part of  these excit-
ing times of  growth within the Leicester 
Public Schools,” said School Committee 
Chair Donna McCance. “The impact 
of  our new CTE (Career Technical 
Education) school not only has a positive 
influence on our students’ future, but it 
also benefits our school community, the 
town of  Leicester, and other towns.”

School officials remind area residents 
that The Wolverine Grill is not yet fully 
open to the public. A phased opening will 
take place over the next few weeks. 

“This has been an incredible amount 
of  work, and we want to get it right,” 
said LHS Principal Ted Zawada. “We are 
starting with limited and reserved seat-
ing.  We also have a strong partnership 
with the Senior Center, and they will be 
our first customers.”

At the Sept. 19 ceremony, Berthiaume 
presented school officials with a citation 
from the Massachusetts State House. 
School leaders and residents alike are 
looking forward to seeing members 
of  the public enjoy the new offerings. 
Superintendent Kustigian told the New 
Leader he is asked every day when the 
restaurant will open to the public.  

“As Principal Zawada said, we are tak-
ing our time to make sure every ‘I’ is 
dotted and every ‘T’ is crossed before 
we put the menu online.  Stay tuned,” 
Kustigian said.

School leaders thank Chef  Andy 
Aucoin for his leadership in teaching 
LHS culinary arts and quickly bringing 
the program to the next level.

Local residents are encouraged to 
check back later this fall for announce-
ments on the grand public opening of  
The Wolverine Grill.

WOLVERINE
continued from page  A1

j j j j j j

Kamren is a resilient and fun-lov-
ing boy with a bright, inquisitive na-
ture. He has a wonderful ability to 
advocate for himself and share his 
needs, which speaks to his strength 
and self-awareness. Affectionate 
and engaging, Kamren’s genuine 
happiness and warmth make him 
a joy to be around. He might even 
describe himself as “super fun and 
always ready to play!” 
Kamren loves spending time out-

side, especially swinging and play-
ing active games with others. He 
also enjoys building with Legos and 
exploring activities that engage his 
senses, such as sand, water, and 

playdough. These experiences allow him to be creative and adven-
turous in his own way. 
When it comes to food, Kamren’s favorites include waffles, pasta, 

and ice cream—and he’ll never turn down a Sprite! 
 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22660622673 
   Can I Adopt?

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.  

Kamren 
Age 8 

Registration #9052  
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

SZYMCZAK SELLS!!
RATES 

ARE DOWN 
FIND 

YOUR NEW 
HOME 
TODAY

11 Pineview Road, Dudley

SOLD!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $875,000

DUDLEY- 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

7 ACRES INCLUDES 
A 2ND BUILDABLE LOT

*24‘ Cathedral Ceiling  
Great Room

*Central Air
*2.5 Baths Plus Rough 

Plumbling For A 3Rd Full 
Bath

*Gas Fireplace
*Hardwood Flooring 

Throughout
*Upgraded Lighting Package
*Buyer Incentives Available

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,050,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY 
AN INCREDIBLE 
OPPORTUNITY! 
OVER 31,000 SQ 
FT OF LAND! Sum-
mer Cottage on 
9482 SF of land.. 
assisted sale 
$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & roof 
to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $415,000.

Featured New Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean 

& Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of 
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at 
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. 
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR 
Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, 
Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout 
w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Cen-
tral AC! Garage.                   $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 Acres! 
Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/cathe-
dral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full bath. 
Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  landscaping. Many updates.                $799,900

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
PANORAMIC VIEWS! 

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN - 10 TO 1 

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

ON DEPOSIT
ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
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Find the homes 
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WORCESTER —  Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with locations through-
out Central Massachusetts, has continued 
its commitment to fighting food insecuri-
ty with a $3,000 donation to Community 
Harvest Project, a nonprofit farm that 
engages volunteers to grow fresh fruits 
and vegetables for hunger relief  across 
Central and Eastern Massachusetts. The 
donation builds on the bank’s $3,000 gift 
in 2024 and $2,000 gift in 2023, and is part 
of  a broader relationship that includes 
regular volunteer efforts by Cornerstone 
Bank employees at Community Harvest 
Project’s farms.

“Cornerstone Bank is proud to partner 
with Community Harvest Project,” said 
Todd Tallman, CEO of  Cornerstone Bank. 
“Food insecurity continues to impact 
thousands of  our neighbors, and CHP’s 
work ensures that families have access 
not only to food, but to fresh, healthy 
produce. We’re honored to support their 
mission both financially and through the 
volunteer efforts of  our team.”

Community Harvest Project  is the 
largest community farm in Central 
Massachusetts, with locations in Grafton 
and Harvard. In 2024 alone, the organiza-
tion hosted more than 6,300 volunteers 
who grew and donated 188,501 pounds of  
fruits and vegetables to 26 partner agen-

cies serving more than 60,800 food-inse-
cure individuals. With food insecurity 
rates in Worcester County still more than 
double pre-pandemic levels, CHP remains 
a vital source of  fresh, healthy produce 
for families who might otherwise go with-
out.

Cornerstone Bank employees have vol-
unteered more than 300 hours at CHP 
farms since 2022, joining community 
members in planting, harvesting and 
packaging produce that directly benefits 
local families.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of  a long history of  supporting 
the community, and providing a strong 
foundation to help people and business-
es thrive. Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and community-based banking 
model enables a unique ability to deliv-
er outstanding service, with a personal 
touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsidi-
ary of  PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operat-
ing independently under its own name 
and brand, provides the highest level 
of  service and expertise for individu-
als, businesses, and community organi-
zations with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with oppor-

tunities through a broad range of  deposit 
and loan products and services. Built on 
Trust is not just a tagline, but also one of  
our guiding corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands on the foundation 

that relationships are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone Bank’s personal 
and business banking offerings, please 
visit  cornerstonebank.com  or call 800-
939-9103.

Cornerstone Bank helps tackle local hunger with 
$3,000 donation to Community Harvest Project

Courtesy

Cornerstone Bank employees and interns volunteered with Community Harvest Project.

J O I N  U S  F O R  
T H E  O V E R LO O K ’ S

It’s That Time of Year Again!

Annual  
Fall Festival

Nothing Beats Fall  
ON OUR 450-ACRE CAMPUS

The Overlook’s Annual Fall Festival is a tried-and-true 
tradition for the Greater Charlton community – an event 
that has something for anyone of any age. You and your 
family are invited to participate in exciting seasonal 
activities, including:

Savoring local flavors from an array of food trucks

Sipping craft beers from our featured beer truck, 
Oakholm Brewing Company 

Browsing unique creations from artisan vendors

Crafting and games

Enjoying live entertainment, hayrides, and more

Gather With Family & Friends  
for a Fun-Filled Day!

S AT U R DAY,  O C TO B E R  4 
1 1  A . M .  –  4  P. M .
88 Masonic Home Road | Charlton
No admission fee and open to the public

For more event details,  
call 508-709-4880. 

The Overlook has been 
awarded Best of Central 
Mass Senior Living 
Community by Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette eight 
years running. 

Independent Living | Enhanced Living 
Memory Care | Skilled Nursing  

Short-Term Rehab 
Private Duty

A proud tradition of service since 1911


