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WEBSTER — Students 
enrolled in Bartlett High 
School’s RefReps course 
recently had the opportu-
nity to learn from a guest 
speaker who has extensive 
experience in high school 
athletics. MIAA represen-
tative Richard Pearson vis-
ited the class on Monday to 
speak with students about 

the value and importance 
of becoming a high-school 
sports official.

The RefReps class focus-
es on teaching the funda-
mentals of officiating sports 
such as basketball and soc-
cer. Pearson’s visit provid-
ed students with real world 
insight into the profession 
and the role officials play in 

maintaining the integrity of 
athletic competition.

During his presentation, 
Pearson emphasized the 
“why” to becoming an offi-
cial. He stressed how offi-
ciating is about much more 
than simply making calls 
during a game. According 
to Pearson, officials are con-
sidered to be the experts of 
the game and more impor-
tantly have a critical role 
in helping young athletes 
understand the rules of the 
game while ensuring fair 
and safe competition for all.

Also, Pearson high-
lighted the growing need 
for young officials across 

Massachusetts and how 
successful completion 
of the course can provide 
different opportunities of 
employment to officiate 
local youth basketball and 
soccer games.   At the end, 
students were given the 
opportunity to ask questions 
about training, certification, 
and the path toward offici-
ating high school athletics 
in the future.

To commemorate his 
visit and to encourage stu-
dents in their officiating 
journey, Pearson presented 
each student with a com-
memorative medallion coin 
from the MIAA. The coin 

serves as a reminder of the 
responsibility and pride that 
comes with becoming an 
official.

Visits from professionals 
like Pearson are providing 
opportunities for valuable 
mentorship while rein-
forcing the importance of 
sportsmanship, leadership, 
and service with-in high-
school athletics. With the 
guidance of educators and 
support from organizations 
like the MIAA, Bartlett 
students are developing the 
skills needed to become the 
next generation of sports 
officials for the game.

Dudley 
welcomes 
new faces

DUDLEY — (Hugh) 
Bruce Webb was welcomed 
to the Dudley Town Hall on 
Feb. 18 as a Town Planner 
shared

with the Town of 
Blackstone.

Webb is a Land Use and 
Environmental Scientist 
with extensive experience in 
municipal planning, conser-
vation, and environmental 
and zoning permitting.

“I grew up in a rural town 
next to a farm, so this kind 
of area is my comfort zone,” 
Webb said. “I really value 
the sense of community and 
public participation found 
in places like Dudley. So, 
the opportunity to use my 
experience and education to 
help contribute to that suc-
cess, while also furthering 
my career, was an attractive 
draw.”

He holds a Master of 
Science in Environmental 
Science -Soil and Water 
Science, a Graduate 
Certificate in Wetland 
and Water Resource 
Management, a Bachelor 
of Arts in History and 
Sociology, and Bachelor 
of Science studies in 
Environmental Geology. He 
is also a Rhode Island Class 
IV Licensed Soil Evaluator 
and Massachusetts Certified 
Tree Warden. He most 
recently held the position 
of Land Use & Planning 
Director for the Town of 
Fairhaven.

Webb described his top 
three job responsibilities 
as supporting the Planning 
Board in evaluating applica-
tions for new development 
to ensure standards of the 
zoning bylaws are met; to 
support residents by helping 
them navigate our zoning 
bylaws thereby making the 
process of getting things 
done as painless as possible, 
while making sure standards 
of those bylaws are met, and 
to support town administra-
tion and other town depart-
ments in providing the best 
service possible residents 
and to find

opportunities to improve 
services while keeping costs 
down.

“My top three goals for 
my first year are to speak 
with residents and stake-
holders to understand what 
people would like to see for 
the town’s future; to find 
grant programs that allow 
for implementing that vision 
without unduly burdening 
the taxpayers or Town, and 
to make doing business in 
Dudley as simple as possi-
ble, while striking an appro-
priate balance with the char-
acteristics and feel that make 
Dudley a place people want 
to call home,” he said.

Webb is available in the 
Dudley Planning office from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 
and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Fridays. He can be 
reached at 508 949-8014 or 
by email at planner1@dud-
leyma.gov.

“I encourage residents to 
come in and say hi, give a 

WORCESTER — On Jan. 28, the historic Hanover 
Theatre hummed with the collective aspirations of 747 
individuals as they took the Oath of Allegiance. While the 
ceremony marked a new beginning for these citizens, it also 
celebrated a quiet, steadfast milestone: more than a decade 
of unwavering service by Dr. Adelina Healy of Dudley.

A legacy beyond the classroom
Though the Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy con-

cluded its storied chapter of healthcare education in 2025, 
the spirit of service it fostered in its faculty remains as 
vibrant as ever. Dr. Healy, formerly a cornerstone of the 
Academy’s clinical and community outreach programs, 
continues to embody the mission of “caring for the jour-
ney”—a philosophy she instilled in hundreds of nursing 
students over the years.

Whether mentoring future healthcare professionals or 

AUBURN —  One hun-
dred years ago, Worcester 
and Auburn’s Dr. Robert 
Goddard was set to launch 
his liquid-fueled rocket 
at the site of what is now 
Pakachoag Golf Course 
in Auburn. On March 1st, 
2026, local Scouts got 
together to assemble 100 
model rockets that will be 
launched at the Centennial 
event on March 16th. 

Scouts from Auburn’s 
Troop 53, Troop 753, 
Pack 53, Troop 101, and 
Pack 101 all met at Faith 
Church for this project. 
The Heart of New England 
Council, the governing 
body of many Scouting 
America units from Central 
Massachusetts, purchased 
and donated 100 model 
rocket kits to help the town 
of Auburn celebrate this 
occasion. Representatives 
from HNE, David Bosselait 
and Chris Siano, provided 
instructions and assistance 
to Scouts as they took on 
this challenge. 

Scouting America units 
consist of children in grades 
K-12. Scouts of all ages par-
ticipated in this event, with 

some older Scouts guiding 
their younger peers. 

Avery Grensavitch, 11, 
was especially helpful with 
some younger Cub Scouts, 

and said, “I really like help-
ing out the little kids and 
working with them. They 
are fun! It’s important for 

MIAA representative inspires future 
officials at Bartlett High School

A decade of welcome
Dudley’s Dr. Adelina Healy continues 

commitment to new citizens

Auburn Scouts assemble 
rockets for Centennial Launch

Courtesy

Sawyer Tubbs, 7, of Auburn’s Pack 53, shows his pride for 
the rockets he assembled. 
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AUBURN —  On 
Friday, April 17, please 
join the  Friends of the 
Auburn Public Library at 
a Fundraising Event to 
support the library titled 
“Herbs and the Art of 
Healing in the Middle 
Ages” presented by 
Professor Giovanni Spani, 
Professor of Italian and 
Medieval Studies in the 
Department of World 
Languages, Literatures 
and Cultures at the 
College of the Holy Cross. 

  In the Middle Ages, 
herbs, flowers, and per-
fumes were integral to 
daily life, intertwined 
with medicine and magic. 
Medicinal plants and 
herbs formed a major 
part of the pharmaco-
peia. Medical practice 
followed Hippocratic 
tradition, viewing the 
body as composed of 
four humors balanced by 
four elements. Treatments 

included bleeding, cup-
ping, leeching, and vari-
ous surgical interventions, 
using herbal preparations 
for anesthesia and wine 
as antiseptic. This presen-
tation examines medieval 
healing techniques for the 
cure of multiple diseases 
as documented in medical 
manuscripts from differ-
ent European libraries.

 Professor Spani holds a 
Ph.D. in Italian philology 
from Indiana University 
(Bloomington, IN) where 
he specialized in paleogra-
phy, codicology, history of 
the manuscript production 
and textual culture. Prior 
to joining Holy Cross, 
prof. Spani held teach-
ing positions at Trinity 
College, Middlebury 
College, and Bowdoin 
College.  His area of inter-
est includes Italian litera-
ture of the Middle Ages, 
Medieval Italian history 
and historiography, and 

his research mainly focus-
es on the history of medi-
eval medicine. 

  The presentation will 
be held on Friday, April 
17, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at The 
Pakachoag Center, 203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., and 
admission is $20 (Cash, 
Check, PayPal). Seating is 
limited so Pre-registration 
is required by email-
ing  friendsofauburnpli-
brary@gmail.com.

  Libraries need Friends 
– it’s just that simple. The 
Friends of the Auburn 
Public Library is a group 
of citizens who volunteer 
their time to help finan-
cially support the Auburn 
Public Library (APL). 
Friends of the APL is an 
independent, non-profit 
501(c)3, volunteer orga-
nization dedicated to rais-
ing money through dona-
tions, book sales and other 
activities, and to donate 

those funds to the Library 
for materials, services 
and programs not fund-
ed through the municipal 
budget. 

  Watch for all the 
upcoming Friends event 
dates. You will find notic-
es in the Auburn Library 
Lobby and postings on 
our Facebook group page 
‘Friends of the Auburn 
Public Library - Auburn, 
Massachusetts’. Meetings 
are typically held the 
fourth Monday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Merriam Room (please 
check the Library Calendar 
in case of a change.) New 
members are always wel-
come! And please add 
your email to our contact 
list by writing to  friend-
so fauburnp l ib ra ry@
gmail.com  because you 
can never have too many 
Friends!

POMFRET, Conn. — 
Poets at Large will con-
tinue its seventh year on 
Saturday night, March 21 
at 7 p.m. at The Vanilla 
Bean Café, 450 Deerfield 
Rd., in Pomfret, Conn.  
Featured poets that eve-
ning will be Christopher 
Reilley and Carla 
Schwartz.  

Worcester poet 
Christopher Reilley is a 
two-time Pushcart nomi-
nee and former poet lau-
reate of Dedham.  He is 
also a contributing edi-
tor at Acoustic Ink and 
was involved in print and 
book production for over 
thirty years, working for 
such companies as Xerox, 
EFI, Ricoh USA and 
Online Print Solutions 
and is a copywriter for the 
Bytesized Studios. His 
books are “Grief Tattoos,” 
“Breathing for Clouds,” 
“One Night Stanzas,” and 
his latest release, “Pour 
Decisions,” was inspired 

by his work as a bartend-
er.  All are available from 
Big Table Publishing.

Reilley’s poems have 
appeared in a wide 
number of publications, 
including the Boston 
Literary Journal, Word 
Salad Poetry, Wild Winds, 
Coldnoon Travel Poetics 
and many others, as well 
as antholgies including 
Sanctuary, Hot Summer 
Nights and Silent 
Consciousness from 
Acoustic Ink. He also had 
a poem selected to be in 
the Lunar Codex, man-
kind’s first interplanetary 
library, thanks to NASA 
and lunarcodex.org.

Carla Schwartz is a 
poet, filmmaker, pho-
tographer, and blogger. 
She lives half the year 
on an unbridged island 
in Lake Winnipesaukee, 
and the other half in the 
Boston area. Schwartz 
holds a Ph.D. in elec-
trical engineering from 

Princeton University. Her 
poems have appeared 
in  Rattle  and other jour-
nals and in  her collec-
tions “Signs of Marriage,” 
“Mother,” “One More 
Thing,” and  “Intimacy 
with the Wind.” Learn 
more at   https://carlapo-
et.com, or on all social 
media @cb99videos. 
Carla Schwartz received 
the New England Poetry 
Club E.E. Cummings 
Prize.

Poets at Large has 
brought more than 120 
published and awarded 
poets to 
the area 
s i n c e 
2 0 2 0 
a n d 
d o z -
ens of 
people 
h a v e 
partic-
i p a t e d 
in the 
open ic 

portions during that time.
Poets at Large is a proj-

ect of Windham Arts.  All 
events are ADA compli-
ant and are recommend-
ed for ages 16 and up.  
Readings for the rest 
of the season are spon-
sored in part by dona-
tions from bankHome-
town, Charter Oak FCU, 
WHZ Financial and The 
Putnam Area Foundation.  
Contact karen.warinsky@
gmail.com  to sign up for 
the open mic;  five-minute 
max as time allows. 
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Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY
Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000

Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.....................................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs......................9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday.........................................9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday...............................................9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday.............................8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER
Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850

Office Hours:
Monday..............................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday.............................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday..........................................8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday..................................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday...........................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

MEET Lizzy
Looking for a scruffy ray of sunshine? Meet Lizzy—a gorgeous, adorable, and truly one-of-a-kind girl who is guaranteed 
to brighten your days.
At 5 years young, Lizzy is playful, sweet, and full of joyful energy. She loves to play—especially when her favorite ball is 
involved! Toss it once and she’s all in, happily bringing it right back and waiting (very politely) for the fun to continue. 
Zoomies, big smiles, and happy greetings are all part of the Lizzy experience.
When playtime winds down, Lizzy is just as happy to cuddle up and soak in affection. She’s a good girl through and 
through—loving, wiggly, and eager to be close to her people. She’s also food-motivated and smart, already knowing 
“sit” and enjoying learning new things.
Lizzy can be a bit nervous with some new people at first—especially men—but with patience and gentle introductions, 
she warms up quickly. Once she does, she’s all love and devotion and wants to be everyone’s best friend.
We’re still learning about Lizzy with other animals, and at this time she would likely do best as a solo dog, where she 
can soak up all the attention and love she deserves.
Training Scholarship Included! Lizzy’s adoption comes with a bonus training scholarship thanks to Lizzy and the Good 
Dog People! Her adopter will receive a free consultation to help with the transition, plus a scholarship to the virtual 
course Recall for a Meatball. Ask our team for details! 
If you’re looking for a playful, affectionate, scruffy sweetheart with a heart of gold, Lizzy might just be your perfect match. 

Friends of the Auburn 
Library present “Herbs and 

the Art of Healing in the 
Middle Ages”

Poets at Large presents Schwartz 
and Reilley March 21

Black Tavern  
programs return 

March 19
DUDLEY — On Thursday, March 19 at 

7 p.m., The Black Tavern Historical Society 
will open its 2026 program season with a 
presentation by historian Gail White Usher 
entitled “When Two Worlds Met.”  Ms. 
Usher will include artifacts and slides to talk 
about the consequences when Indigenous 
Peoples came face to face with Colonists. 
The program is free and open to all. The 
Black Tavern is located at 138 Center Rd., 
Dudley. 



OXFORD —  On 
March 2,  Clara Barton 
Elementary School  wel-
comed members of the 
community for a special 
Community Read-In 
event that filled every 
classroom with stories, 
excitement, and a shared 
love of reading.

All 17 classrooms at 
Barton hosted a guest 
reader from the Oxford 
community. Volunteers 
included firefighters, 
EMTs, police officers, 
nurses, retired teachers, 
school leaders, and high 
school students. The 
event also welcomed 
several district and 
town leaders, including 
the Superintendent of 
Schools Michael Lucas, 
School Committee 
member Corey Burke, 
and State Senator  Ryan 
Fattman.

Students were 
thrilled to see so 
many community 
members take time 
out of their day to 
read with them. The 
classrooms were 
filled with smiles, 
laughter, and atten-
tive listeners as 
guests shared books 
and stories. The 
event helped rein-
force an important 
message: reading is 
not only essential 
for learning, but it 
is also something to 
enjoy.

A special thank 

you goes to Clara Barton’s 
reading specialist, Kelly 
Delgado, who organized 
the entire event. Delgado 
coordinated the guest 
readers, scheduled the 
classrooms, and even 
provided refreshments 
and thank you gifts. Her 
dedication and attention 
to detail made the event 
run smoothly and ensured 
a meaningful experience 
for students and guests 
alike.

Additional appreci-
ation goes to Senator 
Fattman, who took time 
from his busy schedule to 
spend extra time speaking 
with Clara Barton’s fifth 
graders. His visit gave 
students the opportunity 
to connect with a state 
leader and ask questions 
about public service and 
community involvement.

The event also high-

lighted the power of 
collaboration between 
schools. Mr. Bell’s 
Spanish class at  Oxford 
High School  translat-
ed a copy of the book 
that was read during the 
event, making it accessi-
ble for Spanish-speaking 
students. Students Sarah 
Fonseca and Thalyta 
Souza read the story in 
Spanish, creating a bilin-
gual reading experience 
that celebrated language 
and inclusion.

The Community 
Read-In was a pow-
erful reminder of what 
can happen when a town 
comes together to support 
its schools. Seeing fire-
fighters, nurses, elected 
officials, and students all 
sharing books with young 
readers showed just how 
much Oxford values edu-
cation.

Events like this help 
students see that read-
ing is important not only 
in the classroom, but 
throughout their lives. 
When an entire com-
munity joins together 
to celebrate literacy, the 
message is clear: the joy 
of reading is something 
worth sharing.
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

WINTER
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

774-230-3967
WINDOWS

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate 
needs in order”.  No one likes to talk about death, that is 
why you should have everything done in advance.   Make 
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to 
those you want.  Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.  

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr. 

Cell:  508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net 

Retirement on the Horizon
After 39 years in business (and being 39 years older than 
when we started) one notices that there is now a short-
er distance left to travel on life’s journey than the dis-
tance that has already been traversed. That thinking led 
us to the decision to begin to wind down our business 
during the first quarter of this year and retire by the end 
of March 2026. This wind down period has allowed us 
plenty of time to honor and fulfill all our current cus-
tomer special orders in progress. Due to some products’ 
extended lead times, we will only be processing new or-
ders that will be able to be shipped completely within the 
above-mentioned time. In the meantime, we have lots of 
super budget-friendly deals to be found as we draw down 
our inventory of windows, doors, patio doors, locksets…., 
and bargain-bay items. Also, our fully functioning, beau-
tiful kitchen cabinets, windows & doors displays are be-
ing made available for sale as well.
       
We appreciate you and thank you for your patronage over 
the years.

Sincerely, Andrea and Morgan,
AFFORDABLE WINDOWS & DOORS CO., INC.

MOST SOLD AT 65% OFF

Thank You!

Community comes together 
for inspiring read-in at Clara 

Barton Elementary
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Viewpoint THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

Effie Ward, 
the other 
woman 
behind 

Dr. 
Goddard

BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The month of March has been designated 
as Women’s History Month, and the Auburn 
Historical Society & Museum chose to 
highlight Miss Effie Mary Ward, the other 
woman in Dr. Robert Goddard’s life. Effie’s 
grandmother, Climena Goddard, was the 
sister to Robert’s great-grandmother, Elvira 
Goddard. This makes Effie and Robert third 
cousins. 

Effie’s parents were Asa William Ward 
and Mary Elizabeth Alton. Asa’s parents 
were William Ward and Climena Goddard 
who were from Royalston MA. William 
married Ellen Elizabeth Young in 1856 and 
had two children, Luella Climena, Herbert 
William. Ellen died in 1861, Asa then mar-
ried Mary Alton in 1863 and had three more 
children — Edward Asa, who only lived 
five years, Marcus who lived for 48 years, 
and Effie. The 1870 census showed quite 
the household with 13 people ranging in 
age from 3 to 33, by 1889 it was down to 6 
and all with the last name Ward.

 Asa Ward bought the 13.89 acres of 
Pakachoag land from David M. Pitts in 
1882. In the 1900 census, besides the broth-
ers working the land, there were a nephew 
and several boarders helping to work on the 
land. The Auburn tax records for this time 
show the family had 7 horses, 2 cows, 123 
fowls, carriage, boiler, engine, (windmill) 
house and 13 acres.  The 1915 tax records 
also show that there were two parcels of 
land on Thayer St, lots 110-111 which 
were 5,000 feet, and lots 112-115 which 
measured 10,000 feet. The main house also 
listed 2 barns, celery house, windmill and 
pump shed. 

 In the list of draft cards of Auburn men 
in 1918, Irving Leander Acker listed being 
a farmer on Effie M. Ward’s farm for 
employment. Effie’s father passed away 
in 1915 and left the farm to her in his 
will. It seems that Effie had a green thumb 
and used some of that land to grow prize 
winning flowers and vegetables that were 
shown in many agricultural fairs in the 
county.  She also generously presented 
flowers at town events and special occa-
sions. Effie was civic minded and gave 
back to her community. She was a member 
of the Red Cross Chapter in town and was 
on the advisory committee. She was a 
member of the First Congregational Church 
and worked on the committee that helped 
raise money for the church budget working 
alongside Miss Abbie Shute, former town 
librarian. Effie was even mentioned helping 
with a Parent Teachers group who was con-
ducting a food sale at the store of Wallace 
Bulfinch on Maple Ave in 1928.

Effie must have had a great belief in her 
cousin’s dream of liquid-fueled rockets 
to let him shoot them off on her property 
then deal with the local farmers who didn’t 
like the effect of the noise and debris that 
occurred with every launch. Newspapers 
describe how brush fires had to be extin-
guished, and every single piece of the 
rocket had to be retrieved. There was a barn 
or two that may have had embers land on 
them. It could be said that the commotion 
caused the cows to give sour milk and the 
chickens lay scrambled eggs.

This article is made possible by the 
Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41 
South St. The museum is open Tuesday 
and Saturday mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., and may be reached at auburnmuse-
um@verizon.net or 508-832-6856, www.
auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or follow us 
on Facebook at Auburn Historical.     

Spring sneaks in,
 one morning at a time

Every year about this time, I 
start noticing small things.

Not the big, dramatic signs of 
spring. Those come later, when 
the trees turn green all at once and 
people start dragging lawn chairs 
out of the garage. I mean the quiet 
little hints that winter is loosening 
its grip on Massachusetts.

It might be a patch of grass 
showing up along the edge of the 
driveway. Or that first morning when the 
sun comes through the kitchen window a 
little earlier than it did the week before.

You notice those things when you’ve 
lived somewhere long enough.

The other morning, I stepped outside 
to grab the newspaper, and the air felt 
different. Still cold, mind you. This is 
Massachusetts, after all. March has a habit 
of pretending to be spring one day and 
January the next. But the cold felt lighter 
somehow.

That’s the best way I can explain it.
When I was younger, I used to think 

spring arrived all at once. One day, it was 
winter, and the next day, it was warm 
enough to play catch in the yard. But the 
older I get, the more I realize spring actu-
ally sneaks in quietly, one small sign at a 
time.

The birds know it before we do.
You start hearing them earlier in the 

morning, carrying on like they’ve got 
important business to attend to. I’m not sure 
what they’re saying to each other, but they 
sound awfully cheerful about it.

Then there’s the sunlight.
In February, the sun always seems tired, 

like it’s putting in only a half day. By 
March, it sticks around longer, stretching 
across the sidewalks and warming the side 
of the house in the afternoon. My wife 
noticed it first the other day when she said 
the living room suddenly felt brighter.

I told her that happens every year.
Still, it’s nice when it does.
Around town, you start seeing the early 

signs too. Someone has already swept the 

winter sand off their walkway. A 
neighbor is standing in the drive-
way looking thoughtfully at the 
snowblower, as if trying to decide 
whether to keep it out a little lon-
ger or finally push it to the back of 
the garage.

That’s always a gamble in 
Massachusetts.

I’ve made the mistake before 
of putting away winter too early. 

The moment you do that, it seems like 
the weather hears about it and decides to 
send one last snowstorm just to keep you 
humble.

So I leave the shovel handy for now.
But even with that possibility hanging 

in the air, there’s a different feeling around 
town this time of year. People walk a little 
slower when the sun comes out. You see 
neighbors lingering a moment longer at the 
mailbox. Someone opens a car window for 
the first time in months just to let the air in.

None of this happens all at once. It 
unfolds gradually, the way most good 
things do.

When my kids were younger, the arrival 
of spring meant baseball gloves coming out 
of the closet and muddy sneakers by the 
back door. These days the house is quieter, 
though every once in a while I still catch 
myself noticing things the same way I did 
back then.

The smell of thawing earth.
The sound of melting snow dripping off 

the edge of the roof.
The first afternoon when you realize you 

don’t need your heavy coat anymore.
I suppose that’s the real magic of a New 

England spring. It reminds you that even 
after the longest winters, the world eventu-
ally wakes up again.

Not with a grand announcement.
Just a little sunlight on Main Street, a few 

birds singing before breakfast, and the quiet 
feeling that warmer days are on their way.

And after a long Massachusetts winter, 
that’s usually enough.

The value 
of knowing 

your 
community
One of the quiet advantages of living in 

a small town is the simple fact that people 
tend to know one another.

Not everyone knows every neighbor, of 
course. Communities like Webster, Auburn, 
Dudley, and Oxford are large enough that 
many residents pass each other every day 
without exchanging more than a quick nod. 
Still, there remains a familiarity in these 
towns that can be difficult to find in larger 
places.

A teacher may run into former students 
at the grocery store. A firefighter might rec-
ognize the same residents while responding 
to calls over the years. Local shop owners 
greet customers by name.

These small connections are easy to over-
look, yet they help shape the character of a 
community.

Knowing the people who live around us 
builds a quiet sense of trust. When neigh-
bors recognize one another, they are more 
likely to look out for each other’s homes, 
offer help during difficult times, or lend a 
hand with a community project.

It also encourages participation in local 
life. Residents who feel connected to their 
towns are more likely to attend events, 
support local businesses, and take part in 
community activities.

The same sense of familiarity often 
extends into local government. Many of the 
individuals serving on boards, committees, 
and municipal departments are not distant 
officials. They are people residents may 
see at school events, youth sports games, or 
neighborhood gatherings.

That closeness can make civic life feel 
more accessible.

Residents who have questions about a 
project or a town decision often know 
where to turn. Conversations about com-
munity issues may happen at public meet-
ings, but they also occur in everyday places. 
Local coffee shops, town libraries, and 
neighborhood sidewalks have long served 
as informal gathering spots where people 
exchange ideas about their towns.

These conversations are part of the long 
tradition of small-town civic life in New 
England.

Communities change over time, and 
growth brings new residents and new per-
spectives. That change is natural. In fact, 
it often strengthens towns by introducing 
fresh ideas and new energy.

But the sense of neighborly familiarity 
that has long defined small towns is worth 
preserving.

Simple gestures help maintain that con-
nection. A friendly greeting while walking 
down Main Street. A conversation at a 
school event. A moment spent welcoming 
someone new to the community.

These small interactions may seem insig-
nificant, yet they add up to something 
meaningful.

They help create the environment that 
allows towns to feel like more than collec-
tions of houses and streets. They build a 
sense of belonging.

In an era when many aspects of daily 
life are increasingly distant and digital, the 
value of these local connections becomes 
even more important.

Communities like ours continue to bene-
fit from the relationships that develop when 
neighbors recognize one another and share 
a sense of responsibility for the places they 
live.

A town’s strength is not measured only 
by its buildings, budgets, or infrastructure.

It is also measured by the willingness of 
its residents to know their community and 
the people who call it home.
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Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

Courtesy

Oxford Middle School recognizes students each month  who exemplify our Be The 
3 goals of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety as well as showing that attendance 
matters, displaying citizenship, and showing growth in a variety of ways. This month, 
OMS celebrates Yeidiel Hernandez Barretto, Ella Davis, Kaylee Augustynski, Marissa 
Worden, and Sadie Crouch as our February Students of the Month.

news@stonebridgepress.news
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 3/6/26 was $4.35 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

DUDLEY —  The 
state Department of 
Energy Resources, Green 
Communities Division has 
awarded $204,195 for proj-
ects proposed in the Town of 

Dudley’s Green Communities 
Competitive Grant application.

State DOER staff select grant 
applications to fund based on 
many factors, ncluding energy 
impacts, emissions reductions, 

utility incentives, a reasonable 
budget, and efficacy of mea-
sures in terms of energy sav-
ings. DOER also looks favor-
ably on projects that exhibit 
innovation and consistency 
with the Commonwealth’s 
stated clean energy priorities.

The grant-funded projects 
are:

● $173,574, Town Hall — 
Hybrid Heat Pump RTUs

● $4,950, Mason Road 
Elementary School — Walk-in 
Cooler Controls

● $25,671, Mason Road 
Elementary School — Air 
Sealing

“This award demonstrates 
how patience and persistence 
in pursuing grant oppor-
tunities pays off,” Town 
Administrator Jonathan Ruda 
said. “The HVAC system serv-
ing the Town Hall and Police 
Headquarters dates back to the 
original building renovation 
and replacing it will be a multi-
phase effort over several years. 
Grants like this allow the Town 
to address major infrastructure 
needs, while limiting the bur-
den on Dudley taxpayers.”

In a March 4 letter, Green 
Communities Division 
Director Joanne Bissetta 
wrote, “The Division reviewed 
Dudley’s grant application 
and has determined these are 
viable projects that meet the 
eligibility requirements of our 
Competitive Grant program. 
We congratulate you on your 
grant award and applaud your 
efforts to create a cleaner ener-
gy future for your community 
and the Commonwealth as a 
whole.”

“I thank everyone who 
contributed to securing this 
award, including our town 
staff who stepped-up during 
the absence of a Town Planner, 
the state Department of Energy 
Resources staff, and our 
CMRPC partners who helped 
develop these projects,” Mr. 
Ruda said, adding, “Their 
collaboration and attention 
to detail made it possible for 
Dudley to successfully com-
pete for this funding, and we 
appreciate the continued part-
nership in helping our commu-
nity improve energy efficiency 
and modernize our facilities.”

Masonic Annual 
Fish Fry is back!

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

DOUGLAS —  The Olive Branch Masonic Lodge, located 
at 7 Depot St. in Douglas, which is off Route16, will host its 
Annual Fish Fry on Friday evenings through April 3 during 
Lent from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  All proceeds from the sales of this 
event go to The Masonic Awareness Fund. This fund last year 
in 2025 has raised and given away 5- $500 scholarships to local 
students in the community. The lodge will serve dinners fea-
turing half a pound of baked or fried fish, homemade hand-cut 
fries, coleslaw, clam chowder, tartar sauce, and a slice of lemon.  
For children chicken finger dinners with French fries will be 
provided for children who prefer chicken to fish. Dine in or take 
out.  Adults cost is $18 and $8 for children. To order, just call 
508-499-9605. 

If you would like additional information about Freemasonry, 
go to www.massfreemasonry.org  and read about this great fra-
ternity and find a lodge nearest you.

UMass 
Amherst 

announces Fall 
Dean’s List

 
AMHERST — The following students were 

named to the Fall 2025 Dean’s List at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst.

Students are appointed to the Dean’s List at 
the end of a semester in which they have com-
pleted a minimum of 12 graded credits and have 
earned a grade point average of 3.500 or better.

  
Auburn
 Alyssa Rose Adams
 Matthew John Adams
 Nishil Thomas Adina
 Abdullah Ali Ahmad
 Evan Baviello
 Sofia May DiDonato
 Andrew DiLeo
 Reece Rachel Dupont
 Mallory Catherine Graves
 Julie Hoang
 Lydia J Kirkorian
 Shea Kobel
 Thomas Augustine Lutz
 Thomas Martin Maillet
 Ryan Joseph Mechery
 Chloe Norwood
 Jake William Rosen
 EllaMargarete Cecilia Sanchez
 Peyton Scopetski

 Amanda Rose Seifer
 Samuel Remo Soloperto
 Jenna Nicole Stencel
 Noah Max Stich
 Michelle Yi Van

Dudley
 Alyse Marie Biron
 Ethan Bradford Casey
 Stephanie Waithera Chege
 Nyla Clark
 Shelly Ryan Condon
 Ola Julia Jaroszewski
 Julia Libuda
 Jacob A Luke
 Isabella Marie O’Brien
 Alexander Charles Tsoumakas
 Nicholas Luke Veronis
 Alison Elyse Welton
 Sydney Rose Zmetra

Oxford
 Muniba Awais
 Sophia Gracia Balestracci
 Genevieve Bartlett

Webster
 Rachel Bonney
 Caroline Rose Doering
 Leah Marie Garabedian
 Dominik Karol Gielarowiec
 Kira Johanna Gillette
 Veronica Lynn Graves
 Cassidy Larraine Jones
 James John Kokernak
 Valerie Magill
 Noalani Perez
 Daria Piwowarczyk
 Edison Aidin Rosario

Town of Dudley awarded $204,195 
Green Communities Grant

REGION —  As the 
Bartlett High School 
Class of 1986 prepares to 
celebrate its 40th reunion 
on Sept. 26, organizers 
are asking the communi-
ty for assistance in locat-
ing classmates who have 
not yet been reached 
through social media or 
via text.

To make the process 
simple, the reunion com-
mittee has created a short 

contact-information form 
and is encouraging res-
idents, friends, and for-
mer classmates to help 
spread the word. If you 
know someone on the 
“missing classmates” 
list, organizers ask that 
you text them the link 
to the form so they can 
update their information.

Contact Info Form: 
ht tps : / / t inyur l .com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you 
may also complete the 
form on a classmate’s 
behalf—so long as you 
have their current con-
tact details. Organizers 
emphasize that any help 
tracking them down is 
truly appreciated, as per-
sonal connections often 
succeed where digital 
outreach falls short.

A list of classmates 
the committee is hoping 

to locate appears below. 
With the community’s 
support, they hope every 
member of the Class of 
’86 will have the oppor-
tunity to join this mile-
stone celebration.

Peter Allain
Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina 

Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau

Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok

BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s help locating classmates for 40th reunion

Celtic traditions come to life  
at Old Sturbridge Village 

STURBRIDGE —  Celtic  traditions  will come to life at  Old Sturbridge 
Village›s annual  Celtic Celebration  this March with live music, traditional 
dance performances, storytelling, and for the first time, the chance to meet two 
Scottish Highland calves visiting from Moonlit Run Farm in Barre.   

Throughout the weekend of March 21-22, visitors will learn about Irish and 
Scottish history and the ways they shaped 19th-century New England. They 
will be treated to a host of Celtic traditions including fiddle tunes, bagpipes, 
and musicians alongside a variety of demonstrations and activities, including:  

Irish poetry readings and folk tales  
Harp performances by Cate Mahoney on Saturday and Shelley Otis on 

Sunday 
Play Rounders (an Irish game similar to baseball) 
A Celtic magic show with magician Daniel GreenWolf & Bella
A step dancing performance by the Inishfree Dance School
Character presentations about an immigrant’s experience in early New 

England
Celtic Celebration is sponsored by Southbridge Credit Union. This event will 

occur on March 21 and 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and is included with general 
daytime admission or Village membership. To learn more, or to purchase tick-
ets, visit osv.org/event/celtic-celebration.  



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday-

Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST!

	 Want to receive 
updates about our upcom-
ing events? Sign up for 
email alerts by visiting our 
website or contacting our 
Adult Services Librarian 
Jessica Fontaine at jfon-
taine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming
Literacy Volunteers: 

ESL Classes – Tuesdays at 
6:00pm

	 The Literacy 
Cafe is a free week-
ly English conversation 
class offered by Literacy 
Volunteers of South Central 
Massachusetts (LVSCM). 
This class is free to attend 
and is open to all adults. No 
pre-registration is required. 
For more information, 
email us at info@lvscm.
org.

Grief Support Group 
– 2nd Tuesday and 4th 
Saturday of the Month 
(6:30pm on Tuesdays; 
10:00am on Saturdays) in 
the Local History Room

	 Losing a loved 
one is never easy. Please 
know that you are not 
alone. If you need support 
in trying to navigate the 
changes in your life, join 
us in a place of safety and 
comfort with others who 
have also experienced loss. 
This grief support group is 
a place to find understand-
ing as we explore our grief, 
share coping strategies, and 
begin to heal. 

Yoga – Saturdays at 
9:30am 

Join Julie or Lauren at 
the Gladys E. Kelly Library 
for a vinyasa yoga class for 
all levels. A typical class 
involves centering the mind 
with the breath, aromather-
apy, movement of the body 
to release energetic block-

ages, and, finally, rest and 
relaxation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends of 
the Gladys E. Kelly Public 
Library.	

Yoga Nidrā  with Jess – 
Fridays at 8:15am

	 Join Adult 
Services Librarian Jess for a 
relaxing yoga nidrā practice 
to start your day. Jess will 
guide participants through 
a few simple yoga asanas 
to release physical tension. 
Participants will then settle 
into a reclined position for 
a guided relaxation (yoga 
nidrā). This program takes 
place before the library offi-
cially opens. Registration is 
required and Jess will meet 
you at the program door.  If 
you have your own yoga 
mat, please bring it and be 
sure to dress in comfortable 
clothing. 

Cookbook Club – 
Wednesday, March 11th at 
6:00pm

	 Join our cookbook 
club this month as we cook 
recipes from the same book. 
We always have a great 
time eating and discussing 
our experiences with the 
book. March’s cookbook 
is  Barefoot Contessa Back 
to Basics  by Ina Garten. 
Extra copies are available at 
the circulation desk. 

Something from Nothing 
Pantry Series – Monday, 
March 16th at 6:00pm

	 Join us for our 
pantry staples cooking 
series, Something from 
Nothing, from January-
March. Each month we’ll 
focus on creating a sim-
ple recipe from low-cost 
ingredients that you can put 
together at home again and 
again. This month we’re 
hosting Jess Sabine from 
The Rose Room Cafe. This 
program is for adults and 
requires registration.

The Nest: Local 
Business Success Stories 
– SóL Pelvic Wellness – 
Wednesday, March 18th at 
6:00pm

Kellyn will be sharing 

what it’s really been like 
to start her own physical 
therapy business just three 
years out of school. She 
will talk about the doubts, 
the imposter syndrome, the 
burnout, and the pressure to 
be everything for everyone. 
She will go through what 
she’s learned so far, what 
she’s still figuring out, and 
how she’s working toward 
building something more 
sustainable.

Adult Book Group – 
Wednesday, March 18th at 
6:30pm

	 Join the adult 
book group for their 
monthly book discussion! 
This month’s book is  The 
Women by Kristin Hannah. 
This group meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. 
Copies of the book are 
always available at the cir-
culation desk.

Expressive Arts 
Workshop: Soul Collage 
– Thursday, March 19th at 
6:30pm

	 This spring equi-
nox, we will be hosting 
a Soul Collage session 
centered around healing, 
mindfulness, and growth. 
Participants will have 
the opportunity to craft 
their own tarot and oracle 
inspired card to welcome 
the new season. This session 
will focus on creating a per-
sonal, meaningful keepsake 
entirely by hand. In order to 
create our card, we will use 
a mix of natural and found 
materials. Participants are 
encouraged to bring along 
any small trinkets or items 
from home that hold special 
meaning to them as well 
-- this can be in the form 
of photographs, postcards, 
buttons -- anything that 
sparks comfort. These per-
sonal touches are what give 
each card its unique story. 
Throughout the workshop, 
we’ll also be incorporating 
tips on mindfulness, breath-
work, and coping skills to 
help guide the creative pro-
cess and create a calming, 
intentional atmosphere. No 

prior art experience 
is needed! 

Programming for 
All Ages

Library for All 
– Mondays and 
Fridays at 10am

	 L ib ra ry 
for All is an inclu-
sive program for 
teens and adults of 
all abilities and their 
caregivers. Please 

let us know if you need any 
special accommodations! 
Join us every Monday and 
Friday! The 1st week of 
the month is coloring, the 
2nd week is LEGO, the 3rd 
week is chair yoga, and the 
4th week of the month is 
painting. 

March Miniatures – 
Thursdays in March at 5:00 
and 6:00pm (only 5pm on 
3/19)

	 We’re embrac-
ing March Miniatures this 
month! Each Thursday 
we’ll be making minia-
ture-sized crafts for you to 
take home.  March 12th – 
Teacup Scenes, March 19th 
– Mini Bookshelves, and 
March 26th – Painted Pots. 
Registration is required.

Friends of the Library 
Spring Concert Series: 
TJ and the Campers – 
Thursday, March 12th at 
6:30pm

	 Hailing from the 
vibrant music scene of 
Rhode Island, TJ & The 
Campers is a band born out 
of long-standing friend-
ships and a shared pas-
sion for creating high-en-
ergy music.  With a sound 
deeply inspired by the Ska 
Punk of the 90s and early 
2000s, they fuse nostalgic 
influences with their own 
unique energy. Whether it’s 
the upbeat rhythms, catchy 
hooks, or heartfelt lyrics, 
TJ & The Campers bring a 
refreshing and invigorating 
presence to the ska punk 
scene.

Family Disney Trivia – 
Saturday, March 14th at 
11:00am

	 Put on your think-
ing caps and join Miss 
Paige and Jess for a Family 
Disney Trivia event! We 
will have questions for all 
ages including our youngest 
Bluey fans to our Disney 
adults. Registration is 
required.

Pokémon Party 2 – 
Saturday, March 21st 
11am-1pm

	 Calling all 
Pokémon fans! Join us for a 

Pokémon Party packed with 
games, crafts, and Pokémon 
themed activities!  

Children’s and Young 
Adult Programming

Play-Doh Storytime – 
Mondays at 10:30am

	 Join us for an 
engaging storytime filled 
with interactive stories and 
Play-Doh fun! Kids are 
invited to explore, squish 
and make new creations 
each week. This senso-
ry-friendly program is per-
fect for young learners and 
their grown-ups.

Creators Club – Mondays 
from 4:00-5:30 PM

We will have a variety 
of craft materials available 
to put your creativity to 
the test! Come explore our 
newly rebranded Monday 
night program:  Creators 
Club! March’s theme is: Pet 
Rocks! 

Kids will decorate their 
own pet rock to take home.

Tiny Groovers – 
Tuesdays at 10:30am

	 Join Miss Paige 
for a new storytime! 
Toddlers ages 2-5 and their 
caregivers will dance to 
popular kids’ tunes using 
while instruments and play-
ful props, and enjoy an 
interactive story each week.

Mighty Builders – 
Tuesdays at 4:00pm

	 Unleash creativity 
in our free-build program 
featuring LEGOs, magnet 
tiles, wooden blocks, mar-

ble runs, and more!
	
“Mommy and Me” 

Workout/Mobility Series 
– Thursdays, February 
19th-March 12th

	 Join us for a post-
partum-friendly “Mommy 
& Me” class designed to 
help women feel strong, 
supported, and confident. 
All activity levels are wel-
come, with a focus on 
recovery during the first 
12 months postpartum. The 
series includes one class on 
breathing and mobility, one 
on core, one on pelvic floor, 
and a final class combining 
everything to give you tools 
for safe, effective workouts 
at home. Mommas are wel-
come to attend with their 
baby in a carrier, on the 
mat, or on their own for 
some self-care. This pro-
gram requires registration. 
This postpartum-friendly 
“Mommy & Me” class is 
led by Dr. Kellyn Snow, a 
pelvic floor physical thera-
pist and owner SóL Pelvic 
Wellness Studio located in 
Webster, MA. 

Snack Club – Wednesday, 
March 18th at 5:30pm

	 Welcome to 
Snack Club! Each month, 
kids ages 7-12 will get to 
make their own tasty treats 
or try out fun new flavors 
with friends. This month’s 
snack: Annie’s Snacks! Due 
to limited supplies, this pro-
gram requires registration.
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LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

Michael Jarominski
Certified Public Accountant

 (508)864-3542
jarominskicpa@spectrum.net

TAX PREPARATION

Webster Senior 
Center

5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov
Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to view 

our photographs, news and announcements. Please stop 
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for a complete list of 
activities, upcoming events, and our monthly lunch menu. 
You may also join our email list to view our newsletter 
online. You do not have to be a resident of Webster to 
participate in our activities and programs. ALL Seniors are 
welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least three business days in advance to reserve 
or cancel your meal. A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, and 
$5 for 55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include milk, bread, 
and dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, 3/17: Corned 
beef, boiled potatoes, cabbage and carrots. Wednesday, 
3/18: Marinated pork loin, herbed stuffing, roasted broccoli 
and carrots. Thursday, 3/19: Cranberry chicken salad, pasta 
salad, tomato and onion salad. Friday, 3/20: Lentil stew with 
cheddar cheese, steamed white rice, jardinière vegetables.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at 1-800-
321-0243 at least two business days in advance to schedule 
transportation. Elderbus is available Mondays- Fridays 8:30 
am- 3:00 pm.

Come down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the Webster 
Senior Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment. 
Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in appointments 
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays by appointment only from 10:00 
am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty Arroyo are the 
perfect workout for any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new video class will be 
offered Thursday and Friday mornings, free of charge.

Now introducing Line Dancing with Forty Arroyo! 
Classes will be held from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm on the last 
Monday of the month.

Come play Senior Feud with us on Monday, March 23rd 
at 1:00 pm! This senior themed version of ‘Family Feud’ is 
a great way to show off your competitive side.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from 10:00 
am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at 1:00 pm. 
Please plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy your 
bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly Cribbage 
group meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested persons to the Webster 
Senior Center! Come join us for six-card or thirteen-card 
pitch! Six-card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. 
Thirteen-card pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1:00 pm. 
Beginners welcome!

We now have an official Bridge group! We will be meet-
ing every Friday from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in the upstairs 
activity room. All that are interested are welcome to join!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office House Numbering 
Program will create a custom wooden sign with your house 
number free of charge. One sign per senior household. 
Please contact the Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. 
if you are interested in having a house number sign made 
for you. 

Senior SAFE is a program that supports fire and life 
safety education for seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will 
do a home visit to ensure that you have the correct smoke 
and CO2 alarms, and that they are working properly. This 
is at no cost to you! All you have to do is give them a call 
at (508) 949-3875.

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!



40 Schofield Ave., Dudley
508-949-8021
To register for events or sign 

up for the newsletter go to www.
crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-
949-8021.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday
10:00-11:00 
Join yoga instructor Patricia, for 

a traditional “on the mat”  yoga 
class with chair yoga modifica-
tions. This truly is a one size fits 
all class.  

Bring your own mat. Wear lay-
ers, do not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours 
before class. 

Registration is required. 

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday
10:00-12:30 Fels Community 

Room
The game consists of players 

competing to form distinct sets 
or pairs of tiles, similar to gin 
rummy.

Everyone is welcome, registra-
tion is not required.

Quilting Group
Every Wednesday
1:30- 3:30
All quilters and would-be quil-

ters are invited to join our new 
group.  Bring your projects!

Knit & Crochet Group
Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 and 

Friday 10:00-12:00
All stitchers are welcome for 

this informal group.
Bring your project, enjoy the 

company

AI for Everyday Life
Saturday, March 14th
11:00-12:00
If you don’t know what AI is, 

this program is for you! Join us 
for a 60-minute beginner’s session 
designed to demystify Artificial 
Intelligence. We will explore two 
topics: how to use simple, free 
AI tools to make daily life eas-
ier and how to spot and protect 
yourself from the new wave of 
AI-enhanced scams. 

Create A Treasure Journal
Monday, March 16th
5:30-7:30
Happy Arts Events will be 

onsite to teach you various art 
journal making techniques to cre-
ate your own unique and beau-
tifully inspired keepsake or gift. 
This event is sponsored by the 
Ages 14+ Registration is required.

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Dudley 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Bay Path RTVHS (CTI) 
Program

Thursday, March 19th
6:00-7:00
This presentation is designed to 

give community members a clear 
and comprehensive overview of 
the CTI program and the opportu-
nities it offers. During the session, 
we will cover:

An overview of the Career 
Technical Initiative (CTI) pro-
gram,the admissions process and 
eligibility requirements,how can-
didates qualify for admission,the 
interview and candidate selection 
process,the nine career-focused 
programs we will be offering 

for the upcoming school year, 
career-readiness resources avail-
able to participants. In addition, 
we will be providing information-
al hand-outs for attendees to take 
home. More about the program 
here: http://baypath.net/web/con-
tent/page/334

“Cook the Book” Book Club- 
No cook book this month- Bring a 
Family Favorite

Monday, March  23rd
6:00-7:00
Any family recipe is fair game, 

except alcoholic beverages-sorry! 
Prepare the recipe at home and 
share it at the library. We can-
not reheat or keep food warm, so 
consider this when choosing your 
recipe.

You are responsible for bringing 
serving utensils. We will provide 
paper goods and utensils for eat-
ing.

There will be a place to include 
your recipe selection in the reser-
vation form. Registration required.

The Music of McCartney: 
The World’s Most Successful 
Songwriter

Thursday, March 26th  
6:00-7:00
This program will explore the 

music of Paul McCartney as he 
developed his songwriting through 
the 1960s with the Beatles and 
beyond. From the influences of 
his father, a jazz musician in the 
1920s/30s, his incorporation of 
those sounds of ballroom and 
dance-hall big bands in his music, 
to his successes as a pop and rock 
performer in Wings and as a solo 
musician. The listener will relive 
a wide spectrum of musical styles 
covered over Sir Paul’s 65-year 
career.

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Dudley 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Crawford Library Book Group 
Thursday, March 26th
Yellowface by RF Kuang
6:00-7:30
Books are available at the cir-

culation desk for checkout one 
month prior to discussion. 

No Registration Required. 

All About Mushrooms
Saturday, March 28th 
10:30-12:00
They’re all over the web, all 

over the news, and if you’re lucky 
(and in the right season), all over 
your local woodlands. They’re 
mushrooms, the mysterious erup-
tions from an otherwise hidden 
world of life and death. When they 
emerge, they can delight us with 
beautiful colors, strange shapes, 
and curious aromas.

About Jonahthan Krantz: Kranz 
leads mushroom walks and talks 
for libraries, land trusts, clubs, and 
other interest groups in southern 
New England. In addition to being 
a MA Audubon Certified Field 
Naturalist, Kranz currently serves 
as vice president of the oldest 
mushroom club in North America, 
the Boston Mycological Club, and 
is a board member of the Pioneer 
Valley Mycological Association. 

CrafterNIGHT-Spring Shadow 
Box

Monday, March 30th

6:00-7:00
OR 
CrafterNOON-Spring Shadow 

Box
Tuesday March 31st 
1:00-2:00

Create a beautiful spring-themed 
wooden shadow box guided by 
staff member Jubille! Choose from 
a variety of fun embellishments 
— flowers, butterflies, gems, and 
more — to design a piece that’s 
uniquely yours. Layer textures, 
play with color, and add the per-
fect finishing touches to celebrate 
the season.

Space is limited, registration is 
required.

Listen Up-Communication 
Workshop

Monday, March 30th
6:30-7:30
Our library doesn’t just lend 

books- it lends perspectives. 
Join us for an exciting workshop 
focused on listening, sharing, and 
finding understanding. Real-life 
conversations matter—learn skills 
you can use in every area of life.

Burned by Billionaires: How 
Concentrated Wealth & Power 
Are Ruining Our Lives & Our 
Planet-book discussion. 

Monday, March 31st
6:00
OFF SITE EVENT: LOCATED 

AT THE CHARLTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 40 Main St Charlton, 
MA

Author Chuck Collins will dis-
cuss his latest book Burned by 
Billionaires: How Concentrated 
Wealth and Power Are Ruining 
Our Lives and Planet. He is a 
senior scholar at the Institute for 
Policy Studies in Washington, 
DC., and a cofounder of Wealth 
for Common Good. Chuck is an 
expert on economic

inequality in the US, and has 
pioneered efforts to bring togeth-
er investors and business lead-
ers to speak out publicly against 
corporate practices and economic 
policies that increase economic 
inequality.

Charlton Library will hold a 
book discussion on Tuesday , 
March 10 at 6pm for anyone inter-
ested in reading and discussing 
the book before the author talk. In 
collaboration with: Merrick Public 
Library in Brookfield, Charlton 
Public Library, Pearle L. Crawford 
Library in Dudley, Oxford Public 
Library, Joshua Hyde Library in 
Sturbridge, and Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library in West Brookfield.

Children’s Programming

Pre-K Power
Every Tuesday -NO SESSION 

Tuesday, March 10th
10:00-10:45
For ages 3-5 and their caregiver 

(siblings always welcome!). Join 
us for stories, songs, fingerplays, 
scarves, shaker eggs, moving our 
bodies to music, activities, bub-
bles, a craft, and free play! 

No Registration needed

Toddler Storytime
Every Wednesday-NO 

SESSION Wednesday, March 
11th

10:00-10:45
Best for children 6 months - 36 

months and their caregiver (sib-
lings always welcome!). We’ll 

have fun with 
songs, finger-
plays, a story, 
moving our 
bodies to music, 
shaker eggs, 
scarves, and 

bubbles! There will be time for 
free play and socialization, too.

No Registration needed.  

Tinker Playgroup
Every Thursday in March
10:30-11:30
Join YFCP and the Pearle L. 

Crawford Library for a FREE 4 – 
week Tinkering Playgroup series. 
Children, ages 3 – 6, with a par-
ent/caregiver, will be introduced 
to hands-on activities to practice 
and develop foundation STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math) skills including prob-
lem solving, fine motor, and work-
ing together through tinkering 
activities designed by the Boston 
Children’s Museum.   There will 
be family sheets to extend play-
group activities at home.

Registration is required. Please 
register for each class separately.

Baby Open Play
Every Friday
10:00- 12:00
Open play for babies! Parents 

and caregivers can let babies play 
while getting to know others in 
the community. Come anytime 
between 10-12 or stay the whole 
time! No Registration Required

Pokemon Club
Thursday, March 19th
6:00-6:45
Do you love everything 

Pokemon? Join us for Pokemon 
club! Each month we will have 
exciting crafts and activities! Best 
for ages 6 and up. No Registration 
Required. This is not a drop off 
program. 

Yoga for Children
Friday, March 20th
10:00-10:45
Join certified Yoga instructor, 

Patricia (also known as Buffy), for 
a 45-minute yoga class for chil-
dren ages 3-5 and their caregiv-
ers!    Caregivers are encouraged 
to participate in the class, but it is 
not required.   If you will be par-
ticipating, please bring your own 
mat.  (Yoga mats will be provided 
for the children.) Registration is 
required as space is limited.  

Deb’s Sing & Swing-Hello 
Spring!

Friday, March 27th
10:30-11:15
Pre-K Music & Movement 

offers a 45-minute interactive 
program featuring singing, guitar 
music, dancing, rhythm instru-
ments, stories, and a variety of 
fun props, including a parachute, 
beanbags, scarves, and pom poms. 
These programs are theme-based, 
and cover everything from holi-
days and seasons to dinosaurs and 
bugs!

Registration is required.
 
Teen Programming

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Every Thursday
6:00-7:30
Ages 14-19
Are you looking to play a game 

that contains action, adventure, 
and drama? 

Come play the world’s number 
one role-playing game.

Create A Treasure Journal
Monday, March 16th
5:30-7:30
Happy Arts Events will be 

onsite to teach you various art 
journal making techniques to cre-
ate your own unique and beau-
tifully inspired keepsake or gift. 
Ages 14+ Registration is required.

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Dudley 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Clay Sea Turtle Bowl for Teens
Friday, March 27th
1:00-2:30
Create your own unique tur-

tle-themed bowl with air dry clay!  
Pop Up Art will be here to guide 
you step-by-step to craft and 
paint a finished piece that’s truly 
your own! Ages 12-17 ONLY. 
Registration is required
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
3/13 Stephen George

3/14  Lower Level Duo
3/15  St Patricks Day Celebration

 with Mike O’Meara

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

For Parties 
Up to 6

ENJOY 50% 50% Off Off 
Each Entree

Tuesday-Thursday 4:00 pm -10:00 pm

Inside Union Station
FREE PARKING

2 Washington Square
Worcester, MA 01604

Good until April 17th, 2026

Pearle L. Crawford Library

WORCESTER — In a step towards 
enhancing accessibility and support for 
people with disabilities, Center for Living 
& Working (CLW), located in Worcester, 
is proud to announce its rebranding as Your 
Access Advocates. This change reflects its 
ongoing commitment to listen to consum-
ers and better represent the people it serves, 
especially in today’s landscape where inclu-
sivity is more essential than ever. 

“As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, 
we recognize that the name ‘Your Access 
Advocates’ better encapsulates our mission 
and vision for the future. After engaging 
extensively with our community, we have 
designed this new identity to signify our 
dedication to consumer-directed services 
and to empower individuals across all dis-
abilities,” said Meg Coffin, CEO of Your 
Access Advocates.

Coffin further stated that, “This name 
change is not just a rebranding; it represents 
our evolution as an organization. We lis-
tened to the voices of our consumers. Our 
goal is to create an inclusive environment 
for all individuals.”

With the new name, the purpose of the 
organization is clearer, making it easier for 
people in need to find them. The new logo 
also helps to broaden their reach, without 
the visual reference to just one type of 
disability. 

“Our team of dedicated professionals that 
the community has come to trust is intact, 
working tirelessly to ensure that every 
individual has the access they need to lead 
fulfilling, independent lives,” said Noelle 
Balutis, Independent Living Manager. “As 
Your Access Advocates, we will continue 
to offer the same comprehensive resources, 
advocacy, and support services that have 
become synonymous with what we repre-
sent.”

About Your Access Advocates
Your Access Advocates is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to providing advo-
cacy and support for individuals with dis-
abilities. With a rich history of 50 years, we 
are committed to empowering individuals 
to live independently and ensuring that 
they have access to essential resources and 
services within their communities.

Center for Living & Working transitions to  
Your Access Advocates, entering new era of 

empowerment and access for all
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0147EA 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
Anne Jennie Gordon

Also Known As:
Anne J. Gordon

Date of Death:November 21, 2025
To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner
James  D Gordon of Salisbury MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
James  D Gordon of Salisbury MA
 has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 13, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Grace Boro to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Mega Capital Funding 
Inc., dated March 17, 2023 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
68940, Page 170, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder, 
by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Mega Capital Funding Inc., 
its successors and assigns to Mega 
Capital Funding, Inc., recorded on 
August 26, 2024, in Book No. 70937, 
at Page 59 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 3:00 PM on March 23, 2026, 
on the mortgaged premises located at 
15 Glenview Road a/k/a 15 Glen View 
Road, Auburn, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Auburn, County of 
Worcester, bounded and described as 
follows: 
Being all of Lot #14 on a Plan of 
Highlawn Manor Estates, dated 
July, 1951, drawn by R.B. Cullinan, 
Surveyor, recorded in Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 
186, Plan 61, bounded and described 
as follows: 
BEGINNING at a stone bound on the 
easterly side of Glenview Road, it 
being the northerly corner of said Lot # 
14 as shown on said plan; 
THENCE S. 50 degrees 35’ 40” E. 
142.81 feet by Lot #13 as shown on 
said plan to a stake; 
THENCE S. 35 degrees 14’ 30” W. by 
lots 9 & 10 as shown on said plan 100 
feet to a stake; 
THENCE N. 52 degrees 37’ W. by lots 
# 15 as shown on said plan 149.77 feet 
to a stake; 
THENCE by a curve to the right a radi-
us of which is 160 feet, a distance of 
40.39 feet to a stone bound; 
THENCE N. 37 degrees 23’ E. 19.07 
feet to a stone bound; 
THENCE by a curve to the right the 
radius of which is 124.29 feet, a dis-
tance of 47.05 feet to the point of 
beginning. 
Said last three courses being by 
Glenview Road. 
Containing 15,200 square feet of land, 
more or less.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed  
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68821, Page 330.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are 
in force and are applicable, having 

priority over said mortgage, whether 
or not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Fifteen Thousand  
($15,000.00) Dollars by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale. The balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale. Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
MEGA CAPITAL FUNDING, INC.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26353
February 27, 2026
March 6, 2026
March 13, 2026

(SEAL)	
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

ORDER OF NOTICE
	 CASE NO.26 SM 000615
TO:
Michael W. Burroughs a/k/a Michael 
Burroughs; Kristen Burroughs
and all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. App. §501 et seq:
Milford Federal Bank f/k/a Milford 
Federal Savings and Loan 
Association
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Oxford, numbered 13 Stuart Street 
a/k/a Lot 26 Depot Road a/k/a 18 
Old Worcester Road, given by 
Michael W. Burroughs a/k/a Michael 
Burroughs and Kristen Burroughs 
to Milford Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, dated July 15, 2008, 
and registered at Worcester County 
Registry District of the Land Court on 
July 16, 2008, Document No. 94425, 
as noted on Certificate of Title No. 
16097, has filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now, or recently have been, in 
the active military service of the United 
States of America, then you are entitled 
to the benefits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you object to a 
foreclosure of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, then you or 
your attorney should file a written 
appearance
and answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before 04/13/2026 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on Attest: 
2/25/2026

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

March 13, 2026

Docket No.  WO25E0010PP
Petition to Partition Citation 
(A.C.92A)
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Worcester Probate & Family Court
To Tiffany M. Charlestown and to all 
other persons interested. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by Bobbie F. Holland of Webster 
in the County of Worcester represent-
ing that he hold as tenant in common 
an undivided part or share of that cer-
tain land lying in Webster in said Coun-
ty Worcester and described as follows: 

See Attached
setting forth that he/ she desire that  all 
the aforesaid described part  of said 
land may be sold at private sale for not 
less than five hundred and sixty thou-
sand (#460,000) dollars, and praying 
that partition may be made of all the 
land aforesaid according to law, and 
to that end that a commissioner be ap-
pointed to make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and conveyance 
of all, or any part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advantageously 
divided either at private sale or public 
auction, and be ordered to distribute 
the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twenty fourth day of February 2026 
the return day of this citation.
Witness, Kathryn M. Bailey, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this twen-
ty-first day of April 26.

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
March 13, 2026
March 20, 2026 
March 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Worcester 
Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO20P11972GD 

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR 

EXPAND THE POWERS OF A 
GUARDIAN 

In the interests of: 
Neil H. Stockwell of Webster, MA 
RESPONDENT Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person 
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by UMass Memorial Health-
care Center of in the above captioned 
matter  requestig that the court: Expand 
the powers of a Guardian The petition 
asks the court to make a determination 
that the Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; or should 
be removed for good cause; or that the 
Guardianship and/or Conservatorship 
is no longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The original pe-
tition is on file with the court. You have 
the right to object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-ance at 
this court on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 03/31/2025. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file the writ-
ten appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your 
at-torney must file a written affidavit 
stat-ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days after 
the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal af-fairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. 
If the above-named person cannot af-
ford a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 03, 2025 
March 13, 2026

Notice is hereby given by:  Precision 
Auto Rebuilders, Inc., 243 W Main St, 
Dudley, MA 01571 pursuant to the pro-
visions of G.L. c.255, Section 39 A that 
on March 20, 2025 5PM at: Precision 
Auto Rebuilders, Inc., 243 W Main St, 
Dudley, MA  01571, the following motor 
vehicle will be sold at a private sale to 
satisfy the garage keeper’s lien there-
on for storage, towing charges, care 
and expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles:
Description of vehicles:
Vehicle: 2015 Ford Focus
VIN# 1FADP3K23FL380803
Owner: Paul Bonczyk 2 Trinity  Ave 
Worcester MA 01605
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L. c.225, Section 39 A
March 6, 2026
March 13, 2026
March 20, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P4066EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Stephen Richard Angelo

Date of Death: Oct 7, 2025 
To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Aaron S Angelo of Sebastian FL
Aaron S Angelo of Sebastian FL
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 

procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 13, 2026

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

WETLANDS PROGRAM
401 Water Quality Certification 

Application Public Notice
Pursuant to 33.U.S.C.1341 and MGL 
c21 §43, notice is hereby given of 
a 401 Water Quality Certification 
(WQC) application for the Pout Pond 
Hydroraking Project
at Pout Pond in Webster (0 Birch 
Island Rd, Webster, 01570), by The 
Webster Lake Association (PO Box 
156, Webster, MA, 01570) on prop-
erty owned by 36 Birch Island Rd 
LLC, 18 Garrison Heights, Oxford, 
MA, 01540. Work proposed includes 
hydroraking nuisance vegetation 
to enhance habitat and treating 
invasive species. Additional informa-
tion may be obtained from Goddard 
Consulting LLC at 508-393-3784 or 
owen@goddardconsultingllc.com.
Written comments on this 401 WQC 
Application may be emailed to: David 
Wong (David.W.Wong@mass.gov)
Department of Environmental 
Protection Wetlands Program
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 874-7155
Within 21 days of this notice. The 
Department will consider all writ-
ten comments on this 401 WQC 
Application received by the Public 
Comments Deadline.
Any group of ten persons of the 
Commonwealth, any aggrieved per-
son, or any government body or pri-
vate organization with a mandate to 
protect the environment that has sub-
mitted written comments may also 
appeal the Department’s Certification 
and that failure to submit comments 
before the end of public comment peri-
od may result in the waiver of any right 
to an adjudicatory hearing.
March 13, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0193EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate of: William J Conley
Date of Death: March 10, 2024  

To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner
Anne Marie Thome of Virginia Beach 
VA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Anne Marie Thome of Virginia Beach 
VA has been informally appointed as 
Personal Representative of said estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 13, 2026

TOWN OF DUDLEY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

71 WEST MAIN STREET, 
DUDLEY MA 01571

Please take notice that: Scott 
Szymczak
Have applied to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals to vary the terms of the Zoning 
By-Laws Section 2.04.00
Location: 2 Norman Lane 
In the following respect: Applicant is 
seeking a variance of 24 ft on right side 
setback and 200 ft on lot	 c o v -
erage for a proposed garage.
The Public Hearing will be held on 
Thursday April 2, 2026 @ 7:00pm at 
the Town Hall room 321A, at which 
time you may be hard relative to this 
Public Hearing.
Please contact Amanda Holmes at 
508-949-8012 or building@dudleyma.
gov to attend the meeting.
George Slingo, Chairman Zoning 
Board of Appeals
March 13, 2026

LEGALS
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage dated November 10, 2022 given 
by Daniel Yarnie to Steven A. Ross, 
Trustee of QS Lending Three Trust 
u/d/t dated October 25, 2022 (record-
ed in Book 68416, Page 212), said 
mortgage recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68476, Page 194, 
and which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 10:00 
a.m. on the 8th day of April, 2026 on 
the premises at 64 Leicester Street, 
Oxford, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage.
To wit:
Property Address:   64 Leicester 

Street, Oxford, Massachusetts 
01537
The following parcels of land in Oxford, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts:
Lots 26A and 26B as shown on that cer-
tain plan recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
407, Plan 119.
Lots 27 and 28 as shown on that cer-
tain plan recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
78, Plan 1.
Lot 2 as shown on that certain plan 
recorded with the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 817, 
Plan 116.
For title see deed recorded herewith 
[Book 68476, Page 190].
Premises to be sold and conveyed 
subject to and with the benefit of 
all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all unpaid 

taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other municipal 
assessments or liens and rights of any 
tenants and parties in possession, if 
there be any, or existing encumbranc-
es of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. The successful bidder will 
pay all costs of recording the foreclo-
sure deed and any other foreclosure 
documents including, without limita-
tion, all state and county excise stamp 
fees, and shall also be responsible 
for any Title V inspection and repair 
requirements.
Terms of sale: A deposit of Fifty 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($50,000.00) by certified or bank check 
will be required to be paid by the pur-
chaser at the time and place of sale.  
The balance is to be paid by certified or 

bank check to Mirrione, Shaughnessy 
& Uitti, LLC, 2 Batterymarch Park, 
Suite 202, Quincy, MA 02169 within 
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.  
Deed will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price.  In the event of an 
error in this publication, the description 
of the premises contained in said mort-
gage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.

Steven A. Ross, Trustee of QS 
Lending Three Trust 

u/d/t dated October 25, 2022
Present holder of said mortgage

By his Attorneys,
Mirrione, Shaughnessy & Uitti, LLC

2 Batterymarch park, Suite 202
Quincy, MA 02169

March 13, 2026
March 20, 2026 
March 27, 2026

LEGALS

Celebrate the 
‘Legends of Oxford’

OXFORD — The countdown to America’s 250th Anniversary begins in Oxford with 
a free presentation of Legends of Oxford, a signature event exploring the town’s folklore 
legends. Join us to hear the stories of the Oxford Pirate, Carbuncle Pond, Devil’s Den, and 
the Haunting of Oxford Library as shared by local author, Rob Racicot. 

This event will be held at the Carbuncle Beach House, 12 Carbuncle Dr. in Oxford, on 
Thursday, March 19, at 6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served and there will be ample 
time to ask questions at the conclusion of the presentation. 

Organizers say this kickoff marks the beginning of a series of events that will highlight 
Oxford’s contributions to the American story while encouraging residents to think about 
the future they want to build together.

More information about Oxford’s America 250 initiatives can be found at www.oxford-
ma.us/234/Community-Center.

Oxford Lions Club offers 
scholarships

OXFORD —  The Oxford Lions Club is currently accepting applications for three 
$1,000 scholarships.   The recipients will be selected on the student’s academic perfor-
mance, community service, and financial need.  Graduating high school seniors who are 
residents in the Town of Oxford that will be continuing their education at an accredited 
college or trade program are eligible to apply.

The Al Dubois Scholarship is named for a former teacher and Oxford Lion president 
who believed in helping student with special needs.  The Lions Club also has two other 
scholarships available.  

Students that are home schooled or at an accredited High School are eligible and encour-
aged to apply, if they reside in Oxford. 

Applications are available at the Oxford High School Guidance Department, Bay 
Path Regional Technical High School Guidance Department or the Oxford Public 
Library.  Applications must be received by March 27.

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com



Scouts to be involved so 
they can help out their town 
and keep town events going 
for everyone.” 

While there were several 
options of models for the 
volunteers to assemble, the 
process was perhaps more 
challenging than the Scouts 

expected. 
Tucker Bergin from 

Troop 53 stated that “this 
activity, depending on 
which one of the three rock-
et kits you chose, could be 
challenging or easy.” 

“It was a bit challeng-
ing, but fun,” added Garrett 
Paradis of Troop 53. “The 
best part was having a fun 
time with other Scouts 

while doing an activity.” 
To commemorate the 

occasion, Troop 53/753 
is selling handmade steel 
rockets that can be dis-
played on a desk or shelf for 
$20 each. Pack 53 is selling 
patches for $10 each. 

Leaders from the Auburn 
units thank the Heart of 
New England Council for 
their contribution to the 

town celebration. 
Students in Auburn 
have a half day at 
school on March 
16th so that they 
may partake in the 
festivities. Scouts 
are looking forward 
to being a part of the 
launch on March 
16th at Pakachoag 
Golf Course. 
According to the 

Web site  www.god-
dard100th.org, two 
majors events will be 
held leading up to the 
centennial:

 

Family Fun Fest
March 14
Goddard Park - 

Auburn
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
 

C e n t e n n i a l 
Celebration:

March 16
Pakachoag Golf 

Course- Auburn
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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William is a funny, energetic, caring, 
and incredibly charismatic boy. He has 
an outgoing personality and warms 
up to new people quickly — in fact, 
he’srarely shy and is happy to strike 
up a conversation with just about any-
one. His confidence and natural charm 
make him a joy to be around. William 
loves staying active and engaged. He 
enjoys playing with remote control cars, 
shooting hoops, building with Legos, 
and playing board games. He also has 
a hoverboard that he loves riding, al-
ways eager to show off his skills. When 
he’s ready to relax, he enjoys watching 
TV and cheering on his favorite team, 

the New England Patriots — they’re at the top of his favorites list! Using 
his creative mind and working with electronics are also among William’s 
“top things” to do. He enjoys figuring out how things work, building, ex-
perimenting, and bringing his ideas to life. With his big personality, caring 
heart, and curiosity about the world around him, William has so many 
strengths that make him truly special. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22545111574 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; rent-
ers or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, 
you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely 
free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit 
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today 
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.           

William 
Age 15 

Registration #7297 

 OXFORD – William 
V. O’Brien, Jr., 83, of 
West Street, died peace-
fully in his home on 
Wednesday, March 4, 
2026.

He was predeceased 
by his wife of 50 years, 
Judith E. (Munroe) 

O’Brien of Oxford, who passed in 2015.  
He is survived by three children, Thomas 
R. O’Brien of Oxford, Michael J. O’Brien 
and his wife Carol of Thompson, CT, 
and Kelly A. O’Brien-Hartnett and her 
husband Daniel Hartnett of Oxford; two 
grandchildren, Brennan M. O’Brien and 
Kiera E. O’Brien, both of Thompson, CT; 
his sister, Susan McCrohon of Holden; and 
a niece and two nephews, Caryn, Timothy, 
and William McCrohon.

He was born in Worcester, son of the 
late William V. and Irene S. (Schofield) 
O’Brien Sr., and lived there before moving 
to Oxford in 1970.   He was a U.S. Army 
veteran serving during the Vietnam era.

After returning from the Army, Mr. 
O’Brien worked for The Rendering in 
Worcester before becoming a tractor-trailer 
driver for UPS in Shrewsbury for over 30 
years, retiring in 2000. During his retire-
ment, he worked at Blackstone National 
Golf Club in Sutton.   He was a member 
of the Teamsters Local 170 in Worcester, 
and a member of the former Knights of 
Columbus Post 1458 in Auburn.

He enjoyed traveling to Florida with his 

wife, where they were 
snowbirds in Hudson 
for many years.  While 
there, they often fre-
quented Clearwater 
Beach and Disney. 
They treasured time 
there with his aunt and 
uncle and many of his 
life-long Army buddies and their wives, 
who had settled in the same area.   The 
O’Brien home hosted many gatherings for 
friends and family, the most epic were on 
Founder’s Day, where many great memo-
ries were made by all.  He looked forward 
to meeting at McDonald’s for the week-
ly Thursday Coffee Group.   He was a 
handy-man and was always willing to help 
anyone in need.  Most of all, he loved his 
family. His grandchildren were his greatest 
pride and joy.   

A funeral will be held on Friday, March 
13, 2026, from Paradis-Givner Funeral 
Home, 357 Main St., Oxford, followed by 
a Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Roch’s Church, 
332 Main St., Oxford.   Burial will be 
private at a later date at Worcester County 
Memorial Park in Paxton.   Calling hours 
are Thursday, March 12, 2026, from 4-7 
p.m. at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Best Buddies 
Program at Oxford High School.   Please 
make checks payable to the Town of 
Oxford, and mail to Oxford High School, 
100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA 01540.

William V. O’Brien, Jr., 83
OBITUARY

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
TREASURER / COLLECTOR

The Town of Southbridge seeks qualified 
applicants for Treasurer/Collector. Posi-
tion anticipated to become vacant March 

11. Bachelor’s degree required; 3–5 years 
financial/cash management experience pre-
ferred (municipal experience a plus). Ability 
to become bonded required. MA Treasurer/

Collector certification preferred.
Apply online:

www.ci.southbridge.ma.us/Jobs
EOE.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

call, or send me an email, 
whether with planning 
questions, or just to say hi 
and talk about the town,” he 
said, adding, “The more I 
know about Dudley and the 
people who call it home, the 
better job I can do for those 
people!”

Webb’s appointment 
follows that of the town’s 
Health Agent Justin Lapham 
in late December.

The Dudley Health Agent 
serves as the town’s lead 
enforcer of public health, 
environmental, and safety 
regulations by conducting 
inspections, investigations, 
and ensuring compliance 
with both state and local 
health codes. It is also the 
primary representative 
and liaison for the Board 
of Health. Lapham said 
he was drawn to Dudley 
because his background in 
public health, environmen-
tal oversight, and residential 
development can make an 
immediate and meaningful 
impact here.

“In my 31 years with 
Shea Engineering and my 
12 years of service at the 
Douglas Board of Health, 
I’ve worked closely with 
many towns across Central 
Massachusetts, both a con-
sultant and a Title V inspec-
tor. That exposure has given 
me a deep appreciation 
for towns like Dudley that 

value strong public-facing 
services, responsive per-
mitting, community health 
protections and a unique 
perspective of both sides 
of many issues,” he said, 
adding, “Dudley is the right 
fit because its needs align 
perfectly with my expertise, 
and it’s a place where I 
can contribute immediately, 
while also building long-
term relationships with 
residents and local depart-
ments.”

For key objectives in his 
first year, Lapham said he 
plans to strengthen com-
pliance and inspection effi-
ciency, build strong work-
ing relationships across the 
town and agencies, improve 
administrative systems and 
reporting, support public 
health programs and emer-
gency preparedness and 
strengthen transparency and 
accessibility with residents.

“My first objective would 
be to ensure all required 
inspections—Title 5, hous-

ing, food service, wells, and 
tobacco—are performed 
consistently, documented 
properly, and brought up to 
current state and local stan-
dards. I’ll focus on build-
ing a predictable inspection 
schedule and tightening 
follow-through on enforce-
ment and correction orders” 
he said.

Both the Town Planner 
and Health Agent positions 
had been vacant for some 
time. Webb and Lapham are 
bringing both roles up to 
date and are ready to serve 
the residents of Dudley.

“Professional, staffing 
of our town departments 
is critical in supporting 
our elected and volunteer 
boards and establishing 
clear lines of communica-
tion across departments,” 
Town Administrator 
Jonathan Ruda said, adding, 
“I look forward to support-
ing Justin and Bruce in their 
missions.”

NEW
continued from page  A1

Bruce Webb Justin Lapham

welcoming a new neighbor 
to the nation, Healy’s work 
has been defined by a con-
sistent, decades-long pulse 
of empathy and pride. For 
her, the conclusion of the 
Academy’s operations was 
not an end to her commu-
nity impact, but a transition 
into a deeper phase of it.

A family tradition of 
patriotism

Healy has transformed 
these naturalization cere-
monies into a family legacy. 
Standing by her side are 
her daughter, Anne Marie 
Safaee, and her sister, Sylvia 
Gamache. Representing 
the Captain Job Knapp 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(DAR), Dr. Healy has spent 
more than ten years ensur-

ing that the first experience 
of a new American is the 
warmth of a sincere, per-
sonal welcome.

“I told my daughter some-
one must have welcomed 
our ancestors, so here we 
are doing the same thing,” 
Healy shared. “It makes you 
feel patriotic that we live 
in an America that makes 
room for immigrants. I get 
excited each time for the 
new citizens.”

This commitment is a cor-
nerstone of the Captain Job 
Knapp Chapter’s mission. 
Working alongside fellow 
members Carolyn Lavallee, 
Margaret Fournier, Noveline 
Beltram, and Agnes Lyman, 
Dr. Healy ensures that the 
transition to citizenship is 
marked with the dignity and 
joy it deserves.

The power of a small flag
For Dr. Healy, the most 

profound moment of the 
day is the simple act of 
placing a small American 
flag into the hand of a newly 
sworn-in citizen. To her, it 
is a front-row seat to the 
realization of the American 
Dream.

“When a new individual 
is given a flag and they start 
waving it, or kiss it, or hold 
it close to their chest—their 
heart—it makes me feel 
thankful that we are a part 
of their journey,” she said.

As the 747 new citizens 
departed the theatre with 
their flags held high, they 
carried with them more 
than just a piece of fabric. 
They carried a piece of a 
legacy maintained by Dr. 
Healy—a reminder that the 
true strength of a country 
is found in the heart of its 
welcome.

HEALY
continued from page  A1

ROCKETS
continued from page  A1

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Beat The Spring Market!!!
Call For A 

Market Analysis Now!!!
Interest Rates Are Declining. 

Buyers Are Motivated

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

126 Old Southbridge Rd $798,500

*2.5 Baths
*Private 

Wooded Lot
* Gas Fireplace 

*Central Air
*Hardwood Floors 

Throughout

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION
7 ACRES

Seller Offering $7500 Buyer
 Concession Towards Closing Costs!! 

Seller has found housing and can 
Close Quickly

*2 Full Baths * 3 Finished Rooms in 
Lowerl Level *Fireplace 

* 2 Mini-Splits for A/C *1.3 Acres

CHARLTON- THIS OPPORTUNITY WON’T LAST!!!

50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its 
doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by 

helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  
As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express 
our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing 

Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities 
we serve in MA, CT & RI!  we serve in MA, CT & RI!  

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Webster Lake with access at Lakeside 
beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes being built at this site. Offers 2,155 
sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood flooring 
throughout with ceramic tyle baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-in 
closet, and private full bathr, double sink vanity, finished lower level 
walk-out w/ slider. Central AC, garage  $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Impressive view! 1/2 acre overlooking Cranberry Meadow Pond! Nice-
ly appointed Colonial, better than new! 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 Bath! Master 
Bedroom Suite. 2 car garage Howe State Park close by. Deeded Beach 
Rights! a Must See!     assisted sale  $545,000

Impressive view! 
Spencer - 86 Jolicoeur Ave.

SORRY, SOLD!

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

SORRY, SOLD!
2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apart-
ments, 5 Spacious Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful 
grand front entry foyer with the charm of yesteryear! double 
French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural light 
that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private 
enclosed rear entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  
Updates were done to electric & roof to accommodate Solar 
Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find your dream home.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, 
Notary Public 

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

So Many
Choices
So Many
Choices All just waiting All just waiting 

for a buyer like you,for a buyer like you,
Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



WEBSTER —Sheriff 
Lew Evangelidis and 
the Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office suc-
cessfully carried out 
their Random Acts of 
Kindness Initiative 
(RAOK), spreading 
goodwill and encourag-
ing thoughtful gestures 
during the nationally 
observed week of kind-
ness, Feb. 16–20.

 
Throughout the week, 

Sheriff’s Office commu-

nity teams traveled across 
the region, distributing 
more than 2,500 donated 
goody bags filled with 
snacks and bottled water 
at public locations, offer-
ing a visible reminder of 
the care, connection, and 
community focus of local 
law enforcement.

 
On Thursday, Feb. 

19, Evangelidis joined 
staff in distributing bags 
throughout the City 
of Worcester, includ-

ing a stop at Worcester 
Regional Airport, where 
teams shared bags with 
airport staff and travelers.

 
The initiative was 

inspired by the work 
of the Random Acts of 
Kindness Foundation, 
which promotes kindness 
as a means of strength-
ening communities 
nationwide. Founded in 
the mid-1990s amid con-
cerns about rising vio-
lence, the organization 

helped spark 
a cultural 
shift toward 
p r o m o t i n g 
everyday kind-
ness. Today, 
it serves as a 
leading force 
behind the 
observance of 
Random Acts 
of Kindness 
Week across 
the United 
States.

 
“Our role 

extends beyond 
enforcement to 
building trust 
and strengthen-
ing community 
relationships,” 
Evange l i d i s 

said. “We were proud to 
spread positivity through-
out Worcester County 
and remind residents that 
even the smallest act of 
kindness can make a last-
ing difference.”

 
This year’s effort 

was made possible 
through the support of 
CareOne at Millbury, 
Pepsi of Worcester, 
McCarty Companies, 
and Rockland Trust 
Bank, along with assis-
tance from the Worcester 
County Reserve Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association. 
Their generosity provid-
ed all 2,500 bags for staff 
to distribute.

 
The Sheriff’s Office 

thanks residents, busi-
nesses, and community 
partners for helping make 
the initiative another suc-
cess and for continuing 
to foster a spirit of kind-
ness across Worcester 
County. The Office hosts 
community engagement 
events year-round; to 
learn more, visit  www.
WorcesterCountySheriff.
com  or follow the 
Sheriff’s Office on social 
media for updates.
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

PRE-
BIKE SALE!

SEASONDON’T BUY UNTIL DON’T BUY UNTIL 
YOU SEE US!!!YOU SEE US!!!

J-ami4 St�fe 
__All ljou Can Cat 

CHICKEN & 
ROAST BEEF 

with bread, salad, pasta & potato 

not applicable for •$23  00 PP larger parties 

PRIME RIB $       pp 
Tax and gratuity are not included. Excluding Holidays. 

39

Every Thursday and Sunday We Offer:
Book Book 
your your 
holiday holiday 
parties parties 
now!now!

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE 

LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE —  On 
Monday evening, March 2, 
the Major General Salem 
Towne Lodge (MGSTL) 
filled both its upper and 
lower parking areas as 
attendees gathered to rec-
ognize and congratulate 
two distinguished Master 
Masons.  This evening, 
MGSTL will also be host-
ing a fraternal visit from 
Brother Gordon Forsberg, 
the District Deputy Grand 
Master (DDGM) of our 
24th Masonic District, 
along with his suite.   

Brother Forsberg present-
ed two 50-year Masonic 
Veterans Service Award 
Medals. The recipients of 
these two coveted 50-year 
Masonic Veterans Service 
Award Medals are Brother 
Thomas Houston of 
Webster, who attained the 
Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on May 3, 1976, and 
Brother Peter Baldracchi of 
Fiskdale, who achieved the 

Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on June 19, 1976.  

These two men are 
both Past Master of this 
great Masonic Lodge. 
They joined this fraterni-
ty in 1976 because of our 
identity. It’s simpler with 
men who share our values.  
We’re there for our brothers 
no matter what life may 
bring, and our brothers are 
there for us. We help oth-
ers, not just because it’s 
the right thing to do, but 
also because it helps us 
grow. We value honor and 
integrity. We believe there’s 
always more to learn. After 
167 years, this Lodge is 
still thriving and we as 
Freemasons thrive to make 
good men even better. We 
are dedicated individuals 
who prioritize family and 
community, consistently 
seeking opportunities for 
both personal and profes-
sional growth.  For fur-
ther information regarding 
Freemasonry or to locate a 
lodge in your area, please 
visit our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org to 
find a lodge nearest you.

Courtesy

From left to right, Brother Peter Baldracchi, recipient of the 50-Year Masonic Veterans Service Medal, his wife Lora, and our 
24th District Deputy Grand Master, Brother Gordon Forsberg and recipient Brother Thomas Houston and his wife Laurie. 
These men are proud to call themselves Master Masons.

Master Masons receive 50-year 
Masonic Veterans Service Medals

Sheriff’s Office successfully brings Random Acts of 
Kindness Initiative to Worcester County

Courtesy

WCSO Webster Regional Resource Center teams deliver 
RAOK bags to the Webster Police Department.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news


