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WEBSTER — The 

Webster Water Ski 
Collective is proud to 
announce that Ryan 
DesRoches, Director of 
Adaptive Programs and 
founder of the organiza-
tion’s Adaptive Water Ski 

Program, along with Cindi 

Gazda, adaptive skier 
and certified adaptive ski 
instructor, have been select-
ed to receive full scholar-
ships to attend the  2026 
Move United Education 
Conference.

The scholarships were 

awarded through a grant 
made possible by the VA 
Adaptive Sports Grant, 
which supports the devel-
opment of adaptive sports 
opportunities for disabled 
veterans and other individ-
uals with disabilities across 
the United States.

The Move United 
Education Conference 
will be held April 18–23 
in Hyannis, and brings 
together adaptive sports 
professionals, volunteers, 
and leaders from across the 
U.S. and Canada. The event 
includes sessions on inclu-
sive coaching, program 

development, nonprofit 
management, equipment 
innovation, and hands-on 
adaptive sports clinics.

“This is an incredible 
opportunity for us,”  said 
Ryan DesRoches.  “As a 
100 percent volunteer-run 
organization, we’re always 
looking for ways to 
improve and grow. Being 
able to connect with other 
adaptive sports leaders and 
learn from their experienc-
es will help us strengthen 
every part of our program 
— from how we support 
athletes with different dis-
abilities, to how we manage 
and sustain our organization 
long-term.”

DesRoches founded the 
adaptive water ski program 

six years ago after a chance 
encounter with a skier with 
cerebral palsy inspired him 
to make water skiing more 
accessible. Today, the orga-
nization supports more than 
120 adaptive participants 
annually, including hosting 
one of the largest Veteran 
adaptive water ski events in 
the country, as recognized 
by USA Water Ski & Wake 
Sports. 

The Webster Water Ski 
Collective has also expand-
ed its reach by hosting 
adaptive clinics through-
out Massachusetts, and 
in 2026 will be partner-
ing with the Electric City 
Water Ski Show Team to 
host their first clinic in New 
York State.     The organi-

zation values collaboration 
and has actively forged 
partnerships with other ski 
clubs and adaptive organi-
zations including the Aqua 
Riders of Holland Show 
Ski Team,  Team Hoyt 
New England and the Jack 
Trottier Foundation.   

Cindi Gazda, a traumatic 
brain injury survivor, began 
as a participant and has 
since become one of the 
Collective’s most dedicat-
ed volunteers earning her 
safety and instructor certifi-
cations through USA Water 
Ski & Wake Sports shortly 
after participating at her first 
event with the Adaptive Ski 
Program.   She now plays a 

Gladys E. Kelly 
Library receives 
grant for family 
programming

WEBSTER — The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library 
received a generous grant from the United Way of 
South Central Massachusetts. This grant will be used 
to fund family programs for our patrons on Saturdays, 
from January through April.

We have already done one kickoff event to celebrate 
the grant funding, which was Tom Knight’s Puppet 
Show on Saturday, Jan. 10. Eighty-five people attended 
the event.

Our Youth Services Librarian, Paige St. Lawrence, 
has been planning several events that she thinks will be 
popular for our patrons. 

“I planned a wide variety of programs for our diverse 
patron population. I think there will be something for 
everyone!” St. Lawrence said.

Our next major event for this grant cycle is Joys 
of Nature: New England Animals in Winter with two 
sessions on Saturday, Feb. 14. Sign up at gladyskellyli-
brary.org, or call the Library at 508-949-3880.

Board of Health partners with Dudley 
Woman’s Club for month-long diaper drive

DUDLEY — When recently asked ‘What is your constant and immediate need?’ the folks at the Webster-Dudley Food
Share said, “Diapers.”
With this, the Dudley Board of Health and Dudley Woman’s Club teamed up to sponsor a February
Diaper Drive.
The month-long initiative seeks disposable diapers of any size (no pull-ups please) to assist young
families relying on support from the Food Share.
A collection bin will be located in the Dudley Town Hall lobby, 71 West Main St., through Feb. 27.
Please, if you are able, help us support young families who could use a bit of neighborly care by dropping your donation, 

no matter how large or small, at the Dudley Town Hall.

Courtesy

PIETRZAK EARNS 100TH WIN AT OXFORD
On Jan. 20, Joe Pietrzak, the longtime head coach of the Oxford High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball team, secured 
his 100th career coaching victory. The milestone win came on the road in Framingham, where the Pirates defeated 
Keefe Tech by a score of 56-36. Pietrzak has served as the Girls’ Varsity Head Coach since 2014. His tenure has 
been defined by his commitment to player development and his ability to build competitive teams year after year. This 
victory not only marks a personal achievement for Pietrzak, but also highlights the sustained success of the Oxford 
Girls’ Basketball program under his guidance.

Personal bests 
highlight Week 5 for 
Bartlett indoor track
NORTHBRIDGE —  Congratulations to the members 

of the Bartlett Indoor Track Team for their efforts during 
the Week 5 CMAC performance highlighted by multiple 
personal bests and finishes.

In the 50 yard dash, Cam Forsythe and Annabelle Reed 
recorded their personal-best times. Britney Jubin achieved 
a personal best in the 300 meter run, while Alexis Benito 
posted a personal best time in the 600 meter run securing 
him a top-ten finish.

Top ten finishes in the 50 meter dash were earned by 
Hunter Claypool, Deborah Lamptey, and Brittney Jubin. In 
the 300 meters, Eryk Piwowarczyk and Deborah Lamptey 
both secured top ten placements. Ben Horan finished in the 
top ten in the mile, while Cam Forsythe placed top ten in 
the shot put. Rounding out the meet, Eryk Piwowarczyk 
captured a top five finish in the boys high jump.

Local adaptive water ski leaders awarded 
scholarships to attend national conference

Courtesy

Ryan DesRoches (left), Founder and Director of the Adaptive Ski Program.

Cindi Gazda, Adaptive Instructor and Skier along with an adaptive skier. 

Turn To SKIERS page  A12

Turn To TRACK page  A12



DUDLEY — U-Haul Co. 
of Massachusetts and Ohio, 
Inc. is pleased to announce 
that Care Equipment, a local 
rental store, signed on as 
a U-Haul® neighborhood 
dealer to serve the Dudley 
community. 

Care Equipment at 121 W. 
Main St. will offer essential 
services like U-Haul trucks, 
trailers, towing equipment, 
and moving supplies. 

Normal business 
hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Reserve 

U-Haul products at this 
dealer location by calling 
(508) 213-4119 or visit-
ing https://www.uhaul.
com/Locat ions/Truck-
Renta l s -near-Dudley-
MA-01571/014264/ today.

Care Equipment owner 
Joe Dion is proud 
to team with the 
industry leader 
in do-it-your-
self moving 
and self-storage 
to better meet 
the demands of 
Worcester County.

U-Haul has 
teamed with inde-
pendent dealers to 
offer rental equip-
ment to do-it-your-
self movers since 
1945. During these 
challenging times 
for small busi-
nesses, more than 
22,000 dealers 
across the U.S. and 
Canada are gener-

ating supplemental income 
through their U-Haul affili-
ation. When customers rent 
from a U-Haul dealer, they 
are directly supporting an 
independent small business 
in their community.

Because no financial 
investment is required to be 
a dealer, these local affili-
ates are not U-Haul fran-
chises. They are simply 
small businesses that have 
committed a portion of their 
lot space for U-Haul equip-
ment, and a portion of their 
time to help meet the mobil-
ity needs of their neighbors. 
Learn more about the dealer 
program and how to join by 
visiting uhaul.com/dealer.

Need moving labor ser-
vices with your U-Haul 
rental? Since 2002, Moving 
Help® has been the No. 1 
choice of customers seek-
ing labor for loading and 
unloading, packing and 
unpacking, home safe mov-
ing, piano moving, clean-

ing, and U-Box storage 
container services during 
their moves. Customers 
choose the number of work-
ers, hours, and service date 
needed from a network 
of 7,800 customer-rat-
ed local and independent 
Moving Help Providers 
across the U.S. and Canada. 
Transparent upfront pric-
ing is given, and payment 
release is subject to custom-
er approval when the job 
is completed using Moving 
Help’s patented payment 
code. Reserve moving labor 
services at MovingHelp.
com.

About U-HAUL
Celebrating our 80th 

anniversary in 2025, 
U-Haul is the No. 1 choice 
of do-it-yourself movers 
with more than 24,000 
rental locations across all 
50 states and 10 Canadian 
provinces. The U-Haul app 
makes it easy for customers 

to use U-Haul Truck Share 
24/7 to access trucks any-
time through the self-dis-
patch and -return options 
on their smartphones with 
our patented Live Verify 
technology. Our custom-
ers’ patronage has enabled 
the U-Haul fleet to grow 
to 203,000 trucks, 137,400 
trailers and 41,700 towing 
devices. U-Haul is the third 
largest self-storage operator 
in North America and offers 
1,111,000 rentable stor-
age units and 96.5 million 
square feet of self-storage 
space at owned and man-
aged facilities. U-Haul is 
the top retailer of propane 
in the U.S. and the largest 
installer of permanent trail-
er hitches in the automo-
tive aftermarket industry. 
Get the U-Haul app from 
the  App Store  or  Google 
Play.
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Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY
Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000

Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.....................................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs......................9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday.........................................9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday...............................................9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday.............................8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER
Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850

Office Hours:
Monday..............................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday.............................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday..........................................8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday..................................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday...........................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-4  AECSPAD  27670337

Retirement solutions for you 
and your employees.
Let's talk about your options. 

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

MEET Latke
Latke is an adorable, happy-go-lucky puppy with a big heart and an even bigger 
love for other dogs. She thrives around canine friends and would be over the 
moon in a home with a playful dog sibling or an active family who enjoys getting 
out and having fun together.
This sweet girl is smart and eager to learn, and she’s looking for a family com-
mitted to continuing her training so she can keep growing into the best version 
of herself. After a day of play, Latke’s favorite place is right by your side, she’s a 
total cuddle bug who loves to snuggle up and soak in affection.
If you’re an active family ready for playtime, and lots of love, Latke might just be 
your perfect match. Learn more at BaypathHumane.org

Care Equipment joins U-Haul dealer network 
to support Dudley

Knights of 
Columbus Free 

Throw competition 
announced

WEBSTER — Webster/Dudley Knights of Columbus Council 
#228 with District 14 will be holding its annual Free Throw 
Competition Saturday, February 14th at St. Joseph’s School, 47 
Whitcomb St., Webster. 

This free competition is open to all area boys and girls ages nine to 
14.  Age is determined as of Jan. 1, with proof of birthday required 
at registration. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m., with the completion 
starting promptly at 9:00 AM. Winning shooters will represent 
Council #228 and District 14 at the Central Region Competition in 
March at Nichols College. 

Questions can be directed to Paul Perry, PGK: 508-943-9345 or 
email: pjpknights@yahoo.com. 

Lindsey Remillard named to 
Champlain College Online Dean’s List
BURLINGTON, Vt. — Lindsey Remillard of Oxford was named to the Champlain College Online Dean’s List 

for the Fall 2025 semester.
Students on the Dean’s List have achieved a grade point average of 3.5 or higher during the semester. Remillard 

is currently majoring in Marketing.
Making the Dean’s List is a tremendous achievement. Many of 

the high achievers balance their career-focused classes with jobs, 
internships, clubs, and volunteering. We congratulate them on this 
great accomplishment and honor.

Founded in 1878, Champlain College is a small, not-for-profit, 
private college in Burlington, Vt., with additional campuses in 
Montreal, Canada, and Dublin, Ireland. Champlain offers a resi-
dential undergraduate experience from its beautiful campus over-
looking Lake Champlain. Additionally, Champlain College Online 
provides an expansive portfolio of online degrees and certificates, 
reaching students across all 50 states and U.S. territories, while 
fostering strategic partnerships with forward-thinking workforce 
organizations. The College is known for its distinctive and inno-
vative approach to career-focused education and its Upside-Down 
Curriculum, which helps students be ready for work, ready for life, 
and ready to make a difference. Champlain is ranked as one of the 
“Best Colleges” by U.S. News & World Report for 2025, and was 
named one of the “Best 390 Colleges” by The Princeton Review for 
2025, including among its “Best Northeastern colleges.” For more 
information, visit www.champlain.edu.

Eastern student Ella Springer 
of Dudley makes Dean’s List

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern Connecticut State University 
recently released its Dean’s List for the fall 2025 semester, in which 
1,311 students were recognized for maintaining high GPAs.

Among them is Ella Springer of Dudley, a full-time senior who 
majors in Health Sciences.

To qualify for Dean’s List, full-time students must complete a 
minimum of 12 credits in letter-graded courses with an average 
GPA of 3.5 or higher in the semester. Part-time students are eligible 
if they’ve accumulated 15 or more credits of letter-graded course-
work with an average GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Eastern Connecticut State University is the state of Connecticut’s 
public liberal arts university, serving upwards of 4,000 students 
annually on its Willimantic campus. A residential campus offer-
ing 41 majors and 68 minors, Eastern offers students a strong 
liberal arts foundation grounded in a variety of applied learning 
opportunities. Ranked among the top 25 public institutions in the 
North by U.S. News & World Report in its 2025-26 Best Colleges 
ratings, Eastern has also been awarded ‘Green Campus’ status by 
the Princeton Review 15 years in a row. For more information, 
visit www.easternct.edu.

Fall Dean’s 
List announced 

at Stonehill
EASTON — Stonehill College is pleased 

to recognize the students named to the Fall 
2025 Dean’s List. To qualify for this honor, 
undergraduate students must have achieved 
a semester grade point average of 3.50 or 
higher with a minimum of 12 credits from 
courses graded with standard letter grades.

Patrick LeClair of Oxford 
Remonda Mankarios of Dudley 
Matthew Anderson of Webster 
Lauren Gingo of Webster 
 Sarah Dawson of Auburn
About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-

tion of higher learning, was founded by 
the Congregation of Holy Cross in 1948. 
Located on the beautiful 384-acre campus 
and former estate of Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North Easton, it is a community of 
scholarship and faith, anchored by a belief 
in the inherent dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 academic pro-
grams in the liberal arts, sciences, business 
and pre-professional field, Stonehill College 
provides an education of the highest caliber 
that fosters critical thinking, free inquiry 
and the interchange of ideas for over 2,500 
students.

Stonehill College educates the whole per-
son so that each Stonehill graduate thinks, 
acts and leads with courage toward the 
creation of a more just and compassionate 
world.



W O R C E S T E R 
—  Students in 
Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Commonwealth 
Honors program presented 
their research findings at a 
recent Honors Colloquium 
Student Showcase. The 
Honors Colloquium 
is an interdisciplinary 
course required for students 
completing designated hon-
ors pathways. Designed to 
foster intellectual curios-
ity and collaboration, the 
course brings together fac-
ulty from multiple disci-
plines to explore a central 
theme from diverse per-
spectives. 

Each student devel-
ops a thesis related to 
the semester’s theme, 
conducts in-depth 
library  research  and pro-
duces a research paper. The 
experience culminates in a 
poster presentation, shared 
both in class and at the 
Honors Colloquium 
Student Showcase, 
where students pres-
ent their work to 
the broader QCC 
community. Many 
participants also 
take their research 
beyond campus, 
presenting at the 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
R e s e a r c h 
Conference at 

UMass Amherst.  
One section of the 

Honors Colloquium course, 
co-taught by Associate 
Professor of Biology 
Opeyemi Odewale and 
Professor of English John 
Stazinski, employed the 
theme  “The Small Engines 
of Humanity: Germs, 
Cooties, and Diseases 
– Microbial Impact & 
Societal Transformation.” 

“The Honors Colloquium 
is unique among classes at 
QCC in that the students, 
every single semester, 
become very close and end 
up forming a true learning 
community,” said Stazinski. 
“They’re genuinely engaged 
by each other’s projects and 
tend to keep each other on 
track.”  

At last month’s showcase, 
students presented their 
research on  how  microbes 
influence contemporary 
societal challenges. 

Student Luis Cruz inves-
tigated the  gut-eye  axis, 
inspired by his back-
ground in ophthalmology 
and future plans for gradu-
ate school and a Ph.D. His 
project explored early eye 
treatment options to pre-
vent surgery.  Another stu-
dent,  Emma  Dattis,  exam-
ined how music and social 
networks influence the gut 
microbiome, uncovering 
links between cultural  fac-
tors and microbial health. 

Other sections of the 
Honors Colloquium includ-
ed  “The World in 2050: A 
Certain Uncertainty,” “(Hi)
stories of American 
Violence”  and “Truths or 
Consequences: Examining 
Movements for Change.” 

For more information 
on QCC’s Commonwealth 
Honors Program, visit qcc.
edu/learn-qcc/common-
wealth-honors-program.  

Bay Path graduates sought for 
Class of 1976 reunion

REGION — Hello, lassmates of Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School Graduating Class of 
1976.  Can you believe it’s been 50 years?!

A small group of us have gotten together to begin planning our 50th class reunion.  The people in this group 
are Bonnie (Aker) Courtemanche, David Saad, Jeff Mitchell and Clifford Cloutier.

We are searching for our classmates for a 50th year class reunion.  We have a Facebook page setup that you 
can go to and let us know your contact information and if you are interested in a reunion party.  You can reach 
out to the Facebook page BAY PATH VOCATIONAL HIGH CLASS OF 1976.

We would like to hear from you even if you don’t think you will be able to make it. We invite you to send a 
message/well wishes to your classmates.  We can share your messages for others to read that night.

We will be compiling a list of those we have not heard from in hopes that classmates we have heard from can 
help locate them.  We would love to get this message out to all our classmates.

We hope to hear from you and see you at our reunion.
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The Salem 
Sunday Special $28.00
Fresh LocaL roasted turkey dinner

Includes stuffIng, gIblet gravy, 
butternut squash, whIpped potato, 

tossed salad and a sundae for dessert!
Turkey raised at Liberty Family Farms.
 Every Sunday for as long as it lasts

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

WINTER
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

j j j j j j

Jalexa is a joyful and happy child 
with a vibrant, magnetic person-
ality. She is spunky, free-spirited, 
and has a natural way of capturing 
the hearts of those around her. Jal-
exa loves being active and enjoys 
riding her bike, playing outside, 
and swimming, especially when 
she has opportunities to laugh, ex-
plore, and stay on the move. When 
it’s time to slow down, Jalexa en-
joys watching movies and playing 
games on her tablet, giving her a 
nice balance between active play 
and relaxation. She also enjoys 
participating in a variety of com-
munity activities and thrives in en-
vironments where she can interact 

with others and feel included. Jalexa is an extremely resilient child 
with a strong, outgoing personality. She loves being the center of 
attention and brings energy, enthusiasm, and warmth into every 
space she enters. With a family who can celebrate her spirited 
nature and provide consistent love and guidance, Jalexa has the 
potential to continue growing into her joyful, confident self. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21189474864 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.                    

Jalexa 
Age 10 

Registration #8336 

Michael Jarominski
Certified Public Accountant

6 Stratton Road • Worcester, MA 01606

 (508)864-3542
jarominskicpa@spectrum.net

TAX PREPARATION

Courtesy

Congratulations to Caitlyn Costello and Erika Blais, who were elected to three year terms at the Jan. 18 
annual meeting of Zion Lutheran Church, Oxford. They join Isaac Gilliard (President), James Costello (Vice 
President), Caitlin Seaman (Secretary), Shirley Rossmeisl (Treasurer), Lee Elliot (Financial Secretary) and 
members at large Paula Kilian Clark, Susan Pierce, Jonathan Costello, Mark Ide, and Scott Zajkowski. Pastor 
Michael Bastian and the Zion Council invite all to worship with us on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m. at 70 
Main St. We are family friendly and offer Sunday School and a toddler group during services. Come and see!

QCC’s Commonwealth Honors program promotes research



40 Schofield Ave., Dudley, 
508-949-8021
To register for events or sign up for the 

newsletter go to www.crawfordlibrary.org 
or call 508-949-8021.

The library will be closed on February 
16th in observance of Presidents’ Day.

New to the Library! www.newspapers.
com Search obituaries, announcements, 
news, ads, comics, and more—right from 
home with your Dudley Library card. 
Join us for a hands-on tutorial exploring 
the largest online newspaper archive on 
Monday, February 9th @ 5:45

Please join us in February to celebrate 
local artist Kalia Pfeiffer. Kalia is self-
taught in watercolors. A variety of her work 
will be on display for you to enjoy in the 
Fels Room whenever the Library is open.

CrafterNIGHT 3D Layered Art 
Monday, February 2nd 6:00-7:00 
or
Crafternoon 3D Layered Art
Tuesday, February 3rd 1:00-2:00
Paint your own wooden 3-D layered 

art. Four different designs to choose from! 
Deer, swans, sea horses or hummingbirds.

Design quantities are limited, first-come, 
first-served

Registration is required.
Ages 17+

Gentle Yoga
Mondays in February-NO SESSION 

February 16th
10:00-11:00 
Join yoga instructor Patricia, for a tradi-

tional “on the mat”  yoga class with chair 
yoga modifications. This truly is a one size 
fits all class.  

Bring your own mat. Wear layers, do not 
eat heavily 1.5-2 hours before class. 

Registration is required. 

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday
10:00-12:30 Fels Community Room
The game consists of players competing 

to form distinct sets or pairs of tiles, similar 
to gin rummy.

Everyone is welcome, registration is not 
required.

Quilting Group
Every Wednesday
1:30- 3:30
All quilters and would-be quilters are 

invited to join our new group.  Bring your 
projects!

Knit & Crochet Group
Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 and Friday 

10:00-12:00
All stitchers are welcome for this infor-

mal group.
Bring your project, enjoy the company

Pearle’s Picking Parlor Jam, a “mostly” 
Bluegrass Focused Jam Session

1st Saturday of every month 
Saturday, February 7th
10:00-12:00 in the Fels Community 

Room
This is the group that played at our 15 

Year Celebration! 
This is an unplugged acoustic jam. All 

talent levels welcome...beginners on up!
Don’t want to play? No problem, listen-

ers are welcome too!

Once Upon A Crime Book Club- Out of 
the Woods by Gregg Olsen

Friday, February 6th
11:00-12:00 
Do you have a passion for true crime and 

examining the details of each case? This 
book club is for you! The “Once Upon A 
Crime Book Club” meets the first Friday of 
every month in the adult reading area. All 
books will be pre-ordered and available for 
pick up at the circulation desk.

Friends of the Library Monthly Meeting
Monday, February 9th @1:15
Join the Friends of the Library for the 

monthly meeting.

Pearle’s Genealogy Group
Monday, February 9th
4:00-5:30
Let’s regrow our genealogy group! Join 

us in the Local History Room on the second 
Monday of every month.  Facilitated by 
professional genealogist Patricia St. Marie.

Introduction to Newspapers.com
Monday, February 9th
5:45-6:45
Join us for a hands-on tutorial explor-

ing the largest online newspaper archive. 
Search obituaries, announcements, news, 
ads, comics, and more—right from home 
with your Dudley Library card.

The Missing Piece Puzzle Race
Saturday, February 14th
11:00-12:30
Teams will compete against each other, 

with the ultimate goal of completing a 
puzzle faster than their opponents. The first 
team to assemble the puzzle wins! Don’t 
have enough for a team? Don’t worry, we 
will match you up! There is enough room 
for 6 teams!  Registration is required.

Seasonal Painting with Jean Walker
Thursday, February 19th
6:00-7:45
Join Jean to create a seasonal acrylic 

masterpiece! No experience needed—all 
materials provided. Ages 17+Registration 
required

“Cook the Book” Book Club
Monday, February 23rd
6:00-7:00
Book: Once Upon a Chef: Weeknight/

Weekend by Jennifer Segal
Pick one recipe from the book selected 

for the month, the dishes don’t have to be 
complicated or fancy. Any recipe from the 
book is fair game, except alcoholic bever-
ages-sorry! Prepare the recipe at home and 
share it at the library. We cannot reheat or 
keep food warm, so consider this when 
choosing your recipe.

You are responsible for bringing serving 
utensils. We will provide paper goods and 
utensils for eating.

There will be a place to include your 
recipe selection in the reservation form. 
Registration required.

National Grid Community Advocates
Thursday, February 26th 
10:00-2:00
National Grid has a team of Community 

Advocates  dedicated to assisting low-to 
moderate-income customers in navigating 
their utility needs. Our Advocates provide 
personalized support and can help residents 
with a variety of services. Drop in for one-
on-one help between 10-2.

Crawford Library Book Group 
Thursday, February 26th
The Wager by David Grann
6:00-7:30
Books are available at the circulation 

desk for checkout one month prior to dis-
cussion. 

No Registration Required. 

Popular Music and Veterans with Jon 
Waterman

Thursday, February 26th 
6:00-7:30
“Popular Music and Veterans” is an off-

shoot of the “Roots of American Popular 
Music” program with an exploration 
through songs of some of the experienc-
es and sacrifices of veterans throughout 
American history- the Revolution, the Civil 
War, World Wars I and II, Korea and 
Vietnam- alongside some related popular 
music history.

Funded, in  part, by a grant from the 
Dudley Cultural Council, a local agency 
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

Children’s Programming

Guest Reader-Mason Road Teacher-Mrs. 
Lundquist

Monday, February 2nd
6:00-7:00

Baby Open Play
Fridays in February 
10:00- 12:00
Open play for babies! Parents and care-

givers can let babies play while getting to 
know others in the community. Come any-
time between 10-12 or stay the whole time! 
No Registration Required

Pre-K Power
Tuesdays in February-NO SESSION 

February 17th
10:00-10:45
For ages 3-5 and their caregiver (sib-

lings always welcome!). Join us for stories, 
songs, fingerplays, scarves, shaker eggs, 
moving our bodies to music, activities, 
bubbles, a craft, and free play! 

No Registration needed.  

Toddler Storytime
Wednesdays in February-NO SESSION 

February 18th
10:00-10:45
Best for children 6 months - 36 months 

and their caregiver (siblings always wel-
come!). We’ll have fun with songs, finger-
plays, a story, moving our bodies to music, 
shaker eggs, scarves, and bubbles! There 
will be time for free play and socialization, 
too.

No Registration needed.  

Graphic Novel Book Club-Max Meow 
Cat Crusader

Thursday, February 12th
6:00- 6:45
Do you love graphic novels? Join us for 

Graphic Novel Book Club! Each month we 
will meet to discuss the graphic novel of the 
month. Copies of the book will be located 
at the circulation desk in the Children’s 
Room. Best for ages 8 and up. Registration 
not required. This is not a drop off program. 

Local Author Storytime with Louise 
Chadborne

Tuesday, February 17th
11:00-11:45
Join local author, Louise Chadborne, 

as she reads her book, “Granite: The 
Bullmastiff Story”.   There will be a fun 
craft after the story.   This is best for chil-
dren ages 4-8 and siblings are welcome!  

Build Your Own Clay Snowman 
Tuesday, February 17th 
1:00-3:00
Drop by the Fels Room on Tuesday, 

February 17th anytime between 1:00-3:00 
to make your own clay snowman!   While 
supplies last.  No registration needed.

How to Draw Mario Brothers Characters 
with Pop Up Art School!

Wednesday, February 18th
1:00-2:30
Join us as Pop Up Art School guides you 

step-by-step while you learn to draw your 
favorite Mario Brothers characters!    This 
program is for ages 8 -14 only and registra-
tion is required as space is limited. This is 
not a drop-off program.

Playful Engineers
Thursday, February 19th
11:00-12:30
With space to work and play, time for 

trial and error, and access to open-end-
ed materials, children will learn how the 
world works, through their own explo-
ration and discovery.   Jay Mankita from 
Playful Engineers will be there to facilitate 
as children engage in playful engineering 
activities! For children ages 4 and up only, 
as there will be many small parts.   No 
registration needed.  This is not a drop-off 
program.

Pokemon Club
Thursday, February 19th
6:00-6:45
Do you love everything Pokemon? Join 

us for Pokemon club! Each month we will 
have exciting crafts and activities! Best for 
ages 6 and up. No Registration Required. 
This is not a drop off program. 

Yoga for Children
Friday, February 20th
10:00-10:45
Join certified Yoga instructor, Patricia 

(also known as Buffy), for a 45-minute 
yoga class for children ages 3-5 and their 
caregivers!   Caregivers are encouraged to 
participate in the class, but it is not required.  
If you will be participating, please bring 
your own mat.  (Yoga mats will be provided 
for the children.) Registration is required as 
space is limited.  

Deb’s Sing & Swing-The Way I Feel
Friday, February 27th
10:30-11:15
Pre-K Music & Movement offers a 

45-minute interactive program featuring 
singing, guitar music, dancing, rhythm 
instruments, stories, and a variety of fun 
props, including a parachute, beanbags, 
scarves, and pom poms. These programs 
are theme-based, and cover everything 
from holidays and seasons to dinosaurs 
and bugs!

 
Teen Programming

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Thursdays in February
6:00-7:30
Ages 14-19
Are you looking to play a game that con-

tains action, adventure, and drama? 
Come play the world’s number one 

role-playing game.

Step-by-Step Winter Painting for Teens
Monday, February 2nd 
3:30-4:45
Join Art Educator Julie Harrold in this 

fun winter fox landscape! Participants will 
learn art and brush techniques to build 
this fun painting! Acrylic paint on 11x14 
canvas.   All materials will be provid-
ed.  This program is for teens ages 12 to 17 
only.  Registration is required.
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Pearle L. Crawford Library

5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov
Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 

9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with one Thursday a month 
9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook 
page to view our photographs, news and 
announcements. Please stop by to pick 
up our monthly newsletter for a complete 
list of activities, upcoming events, and 
our monthly lunch menu. You may also 
join our email list to view our newsletter 
online. You do not have to be a resident of 

Webster to participate in our activities and 
programs. ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at 
11:30 am.  Please call (508) 949-3845 
at least three business days in advance 
to reserve or cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation for 65 and up, and $5 for 55- 64 is 
appreciated. All meals include milk, bread, 
and dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, 
2/3: Meatloaf with gravy, garlic mashed 
potatoes, green beans. Wednesday, 2/4: 
Roast turkey with gravy, apple cornbread 
stuffing, roasted brussels sprouts. Thursday, 

2/5: Teriyaki beef, steamed rice, broccoli 
and peppers. Friday, 2/6: Honey mustard 
pork, mashed sweet potatoes, Scandinavian 
vegetables. 

Need Transportation? Contact SCM 
Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at least two 
business days in advance to schedule trans-
portation. Elderbus is available Mondays- 
Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come down to the Bomba Beauty Salon 
at the Webster Senior Center! Call 508-341-
8724 for an appointment. Bomba Beauty 
Salon is open for walk in appointments 
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, 
and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays by 
appointment only from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. 
Please call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Think you have a secret admirer? Come 
check out the Valentine’s Day Party on 
February 13th! From 1:00-2:30 pm, the 
Friends of the Webster Senior Center will 
be hosting our lovely party, with Live 
Music by Max to serenade you!

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with 
Forty Arroyo are the perfect workout for 
any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new 
video class will be offered Thursday and 
Friday mornings, free of charge.

Now introducing Line Dancing with 
Forty Arroyo! Classes will be held from 
11:00 am to 12:30 pm on the last Monday 
of the month.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on 
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts 

promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive 
by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy your 
bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 
12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our week-
ly Cribbage group meets every Thursday at 
1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested persons 
to the Webster Senior Center! Come join us 
for six-card or thirteen-card pitch! Six-card 
pitch meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. 
Thirteen-card pitch meets on Thursdays at 
1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 
1:00 pm. Beginners welcome!

We now have an official Bridge group! 
We will be meeting every Friday from 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm in the upstairs activi-
ty room. All that are interested are welcome 
to join!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office 
House Numbering Program will create a 
custom wooden sign with your house num-
ber free of charge. One sign per senior 
household. Please contact the Webster 
Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. if you are 
interested in having a house number sign 
made for you. 

Senior SAFE is a program that supports 
fire and life safety education for seniors. 
The Webster Fire Dept. will do a home visit 
to ensure that you have the correct smoke 
and CO2 alarms, and that they are working 
properly. This is at no cost to you! All you 
have to do is give them a call at (508) 949-
3875.

Webster Senior Center

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police 
Department reported the following arrests 
during the month of January.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication was arrested on 
Jan. 1 for Violation of an Abuse Prevention 
Order.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication was arrested 
on Jan. 3 for Vandalization of Property, 
Violation of an Abuse Prevention Order, 
and Assault on a Family or Household 
Member. A second individual whose iden-
tity was also withheld was arrested during 
the same incident for Violation of an Abuse 
Prevention Order and multiple counts of 
Resisting Arrest.

Kenneth Michael Leblanc, age 51, of 
Dudley was arrested on Jan. 6 in connection 
with an out of agency warrant.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication was arrested on 
Jan. 7 for Assault & Battery on a Family or 
Household Member, Resisting Arrest, and 
Vandalization of Property.

Arthur Tolman Christian, age 39, of 
Dudley was arrested on Jan. 9 in connection 
with an out of agency warrant.

Selien Dorvilus, age 40, of Dudley was 
arrested on Jan. 12 for Operating Under the 
Influence (Liquor), Negligent Operation of 
a Motor Vehicle, and making an Improper 
Turn.

An invididual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication was arrested on 
Jan. 12 for Domestic Assault & Battery.

Gabriel Alan McLenithan, age 22, of 
North Adams was arrested on Jan. 16 in 
connection with an out of agency warrant.

Dudley police log
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 2/5/26 was $3.73 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 

a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; Saturday 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

The Library will be closed on Monday, 
Feb. 16 for President’s Day

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
	 Want to receive updates about our 

upcoming events? Sign up for email alerts 
by visiting our website or contacting our 
Adult Services Librarian Jessica Fontaine 
at jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming
Literacy Volunteers: ESL Classes – 

Tuesdays at 6:00pm
	 The Literacy Cafe is a free week-

ly English conversation class offered 
by Literacy Volunteers of South Central 
Massachusetts (LVSCM). This class is free 
to attend and is open to all adults. No 
pre-registration is required. For more infor-
mation, email us at info@lvscm.org.

Grief Support Group – 2nd Tuesday and 
4th Saturday of the Month (6:30pm on 
Tuesdays; 10:00am on Saturdays) in the 
Local History Room

	 Losing a loved one is never easy. 
Please know that you are not alone. If 
you need support in trying to navigate the 
changes in your life, join us in a place of 
safety and comfort with others who have 
also experienced loss. This grief support 
group is a place to find understanding as we 
explore our grief, share coping strategies, 
and begin to heal. 

Yoga – Saturdays at 9:30am 
Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E. 

Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class for 
all levels. A typical class involves centering 
the mind with the breath, aromatherapy, 
movement of the body to release energetic 
blockages, and, finally, rest and relaxation. 
Classes are free. Funded by the Friends of 
the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library.	

Yoga Nidrā with Jess – Fridays in January, 
at 8:15am; No Class on January 23rd 

	 Join Adult Services Librarian 
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidrā practice to 
start your day. Jess will guide participants 
through a few simple yoga asanas to release 
physical tension. Participants will then set-
tle into a reclined position for a guided 
relaxation (yoga nidrā). This program takes 
place before the library officially opens. 
Registration is required and Jess will meet 
you at the program door.  If you have your 
own yoga mat, please bring it and be sure to 
dress in comfortable clothing. 

Cookbook Club – Wednesday, February 
11th at 6:00pm

	 Join our cookbook club this month 
as we cook recipes from the same book. 
We always have a great time eating and 
discussing our experiences with the book. 
February’s cookbook is  The Don’t Panic 
Pantry Cookbook: Mostly Vegetarian 
Comfort Food That Happens to be Pretty 
Good for You by Noah Galuten.

Paint Night for Adults with Julie Harrold: 
Snow Drops – Thursday, February 12th at 
6:00pm

	 Join Art Educator Julie Harrold in 
painting a cosy Winter scene! Participants 
will learn about underpainting, and blend-
ing and adding just the right touch of details 
to make a fun whimsical painting! Painting 
done with acrylic paint on a 9-10 inch round 
stretched canvas. 

 
Programming for All Ages
The Dangerous Art of Chainsaw 

Sculpture! – Saturday, January 24th at 
11:00am

	 A fun, interesting, interactive and 
engaging journey through the amazing 
career of world-famous Master Chainsaw 
Sculptor, Dr. “The Machine” Jesse Green 
(AMERICAN CHAINSAW on National 
Geographic Channel, ESPN/ Disney and 
more.) Through an incredible series of 
photos, the process of creating gigantic, 
death-defying works of art from trees is 
brought to life in a BIG way! Attendees 
will be able to ask questions throughout and 
fully participate in the discussion. You’ve 
never seen anything like it!

Bingo – Saturday, January 31st at 
11:00am

	 Join us for a fun all ages Bingo 
event! Mystery prizes will be rewarded to 
the winners.  All are welcome, no registra-
tion required.

Programming for All Ages
Library for All – Mondays and Fridays 

at 10am
	 Library for All is an inclusive pro-

gram for teens and adults of all abilities and 
their caregivers. Please let us know if you 
need any special accommodations! Join us 
every Monday and Friday! The 1st week 
of the month is coloring, the 2nd week is 
LEGO,  the 3rd week is chair yoga, and the 
4th week of the month is painting. 

Puzz Fest: Disco Life – Thursday, 
February 5th at 6:00pm

	 Assemble your team (up to 5 
people!) and join us to see which team 
can complete their puzzle first. We’ll have 
snacks to keep you fueled as you tackle 
your 500 piece jigsaw. All teams will get to 
keep their puzzle. Registration is required. 

Drop-In Valentine’s Day Cards – Monday, 
February 9th 4:30-6:30pm

	 It’s Valentine Season! Drop by the 
library to make personalized cards to send 
to your family and friends! All ages are 
welcome. 

Joys of Nature – Saturday, February 14th 
at 11:00 and 12:30pm

	 Brrr, winter is cold in New 
England! How do animals survive here? 
Joys of Nature will teach us about what 
mammals, birds, insects and reptiles do 
in the winter. All audience members will 
get the chance to meet live animals up 
close.  This intergenerational program is 
designed for ages 4 and up, registration is 
required.

Children’s and Young Adult Programming
Play-Doh Storytime – Mondays at 

10:30am
	 Join us for an engaging storytime 

filled with interactive stories and Play-Doh 
fun! Kids are invited to explore, squish and 
make new creations each week. This sen-
sory-friendly program is perfect for young 
learners and their grown-ups.

Creators Club – Mondays from 4:00-5:30 
PM

We will have a variety of craft materials 
available to put your creativity to the test! 
Come explore our newly rebranded Monday 
night program:  Creators Club!  February’s 
theme is: Wooden Art Magnets! Kids will 
decorate different wood pieces to bring 
home. All creations left behind will be dis-
played in the Children’s program room for 
the rest of the month.

Tiny Groovers – Tuesdays at 10:30am
	 Join Miss Paige for a new story-

time! Toddlers ages 2-5 and their caregiv-
ers will dance to popular kids’ tunes using 
while instruments and playful props, and 
enjoy an interactive story each week.

Mighty Builders – Tuesdays at 4:00pm
	 Unleash creativity in our free-

build program featuring LEGOs, magnet 
tiles, wooden blocks, marble runs, and 
more!

	
Mini Chefs Club – Wednesday, January 

28th at 5:30pm
	 Welcome to Mini Chefs Club! Our 

food focused series is back, offering kids 
7-12 the opportunity to practice knife safe-
ty while learning new recipes that involve 
cutting a variety of ingredients. During this 
second session, participants will often be 
split into groups of two or more and collab-
orate to prepare larger dishes for everyone 
to share. Due to limited supplies, registra-
tion is required. 

Pokémon Party – Saturday, February 8th 
11:00-12:30pm

	 Calling all Pokémon fans! Join us 
for a Pokémon Party packed with games, 
crafts, and Pokémon themed activities. 
At  noon  we will kick off Pokémon trivia 
where kids will get to show off their knowl-
edge and fans could go home with some 
awesome raffle prizes. 

Paint Night for Tweens and Teens with 
Julie Harrold: Cosy Winter Window – 
Thursday, February 12th at 4:00pm

	 Join Art Educator Julie Harrold in 
painting a cosy Winter scene! Participants 
will learn about underpainting, and blend-
ing and adding just the right touch of details 
to make a fun whimsical painting! Painting 
done with acrylic paint on a 9-10 inch round 
stretched canvas. 

Read to Ginger OR Maple, the 
Therapy Dogs – Tuesday, February 17th 
Appointments from 9:30-11:30am

	 Join us for a cozy event as families 
get to select a picturebook to read to Ginger 
or Maple the Therapy Dogs! Each session 
will be 10 minutes long to allow for mul-
tiple families to enjoy this experience. You 
will randomly be assigned a dog to read to 
at the start of your time slot. Registration is 
required. 

Gladys E. Kelly  
Memorial Library

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School  seventh grader  Sophia Surowaniec  proudly holds her winning  Lions 
Clubs International Peace Poster Contest  entry, “Together as One,” alongside  Dr. John 
Kalinowski of the Webster-Dudley Lions Club, who visited the school to notify her that her 
poster is advancing to the district level.

Saint Joseph School student advances 
in Lions Peace Poster Contest

WEBSTER — A seventh-grade student at Saint Joseph School has been selected as the 
school’s winner in the 2025 Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest, earning the 
opportunity to advance to the district level.

Sophia Surowaniec, daughter of Piotr and Kristy Surowaniec of North Grosvenordale, 
Conn., received the news during a visit to Saint Joseph School by Webster-Dudley Lions 
Club member Dr. John Kalinowski, who personally notified her that her poster was moving 
forward and posed for photos with the student.

This year’s contest theme, “Together as One,” encourages students to share their vision 
of peace through original artwork. The Peace Poster Contest aims to allow children in 
schools and youth groups everywhere to express their visions of peace through their art. 
Lions Club members, through local service, strive to spread joy, kindness, hope, and peace 
within the community.

Sophia is a repeat winner for Saint Joseph School—her 2024 entry was also selected 
to move on in the competition. She is also deeply involved in school leadership and ser-
vice as a member of Saint Joseph School’s Eagles Chapter of the National Junior Honor 
Society, Treasurer of the Children of Mary Sodality, a member of the Varsity Cheer Team, 
and an Assistant Coach for the Eaglets Cheer Team. 

Students develop and refine their contest ideas in art class with Saint Joseph School’s Art 
Instructor and Fine Arts Director, Ms. Brighid Campbell, who supports students in con-
necting artistic choices to the message they want to communicate.

School leaders noted that the contest aligns closely with Saint Joseph School’s mission 
of  Religion, Respect, and Responsibility, giving students a meaningful way to express 
compassion, unity, and respect through creativity.

Congratulations to Sophia Surowaniec on this achievement.



It’s been a few weeks since I shared the 
latest auction news, and plenty has taken 
place since then.

 Beginning with local news, a Western 
Massachusetts historical society recently 
consigned a piece of furniture for auction 
that generated significant funds for the 
group. I’ve noted in previous columns 
that most antique furniture has dropped in 
value over the years. This piece was cer-
tainly an exception. The Swift River Valley 
Historical Society’s website describes 
themselves as “the leading resource in 
preserving the artifacts, stories and records 
of the lost towns of the Quabbin 
Valley.” It is the historical society 
for the towns of Dana, Enfield, 
Greenwich, and Prescott. The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
took residents’ properties in those 
four towns by eminent domain, 
and everyone had to relocate by 
April 28, 1938. The land was flood-
ed several months later to create 
the Quabbin Reservoir, which pro-
vides water to the Eastern part of 
the state. The Swift River Valley 
Historical Society had a cabinet 
from 1677 that had been donated 
by Annie Frances Ballard, accord-
ing to the Greenfield Recorder. 
Ballard was a descendant of one of 
the cabinet’s original owners. The 
cabinet door was crafted with two sevens 
for 1677 and a heart with the initials of 
Symon and Rebeckah Horne. They were an 
Andover, MA, couple who commissioned 
the cabinet after the birth of their first son. 
It was kept in a temperature-controlled 
room, but the historical society could no 
longer secure and insure it. It sailed past the 
auction estimate of $600,000 to $800,000, 
selling for $1,636,000 earlier this month. 
According to the Greenfield Recorder, the 
historical society will use the funds to make 
their “building accessible for people with 
disabilities, and mak[e] the facility more 
user-friendly for archivists and historians.”

An auction of memorabilia related to 
our nation’s history also took place earlier 
this month, with two George Washington 
paintings selling very well. A 1783 paint-
ing depicting Washington as a general by 
Charles Peale Polk brought $577,850, while 
a Gilbert Stuart portrait of Washington 
went for $2.8 million, according to Artnet 
News. A printed copy of the Declaration of 
Independence from 1776 sold for $5.6 mil-
lion, and a printed copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation signed by Abraham Lincoln 

earned $6.7 million. A draft of the United 
States Constitution with notes by founding 
father Rufus King was the highest selling 
piece, bringing $7.3 million.

 A more contemporary item set 
an auction record in November. 
Auction records for sports mem-
orabilia and comic books are 
frequently being broken, and a 
rare Superman 1939 first issue 
comic book has done it again. 
The comic book was discov-
ered by three brothers who were 
cleaning out their mother’s attic, 
according to an AP article. The 
copy graded a 9.0 out of 10, 
remarkable for an issue that old. 
It went up, up, and away, fetch-
ing over $9 million.

I’ve greatly enjoyed the 
10-plus years I’ve been writing 
this column. It’s been wonderful 

meeting many of you who’ve invited me 
to appraise items at local appraisal events, 
asked me to lecture about antiques, have 
consigned items with me, or have taken the 
time to email me about articles I’ve written. 
Our workload has been increasing every 
year, leading me to take a hiatus from writ-
ing. Please keep my contact information in 
case you may need help in the future. Once 
again, thank you to everyone who has read 
this column and thank you for your support.

 Our single-collector Civil War auction 
starts next week. The following sale will 
include fine jewelry, sterling silver, art, 
and other antiques and collectibles. We’ll 
be running a major sale with sports cards 
and memorabilia in the summer. We are 
accepting consignments for our next two 
sales. Please visit our website https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com for links to upcom-
ing events.

 Contact us to consign items or for 
auction information at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles Auctions 
and Appraisal Services info@centralma-
sauctions.com or (508-612-6111).
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Viewpoint THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

It’s almost time for people to begin 
receiving their tax refunds. If you get one, 
what will you do with it?

 
The answer will depend somewhat on 

the size of your refund. Last year, the aver-
age was $3,167, according to the Internal 
Revenue Service’s Filing Season Statistics 
report.

 
Whatever the size of your refund, you’ll 

want to maximize its benefit. Here are some 
suggestions:

 
Contribute to your IRA. If you receive 

$3,167, it could go a long way toward 
funding your IRA for the year, but any 
amount would help. You have until April 
15 to contribute for the 2025 tax year, but 
if you’ve already “maxed out” contribu-
tions, you could use your refund for 2026, 
when the annual contribution limit for an 
IRA is $7,500, or $8,600 if you’re 50 or 
older. Beginning early toward fully fund-
ing your IRA can help reduce the pressure 
of coming up with large amounts later. 
 

Build an emergency fund. Your tax refund 
could help you start or expand an emergen-
cy fund. It’s a good idea to keep three to six 
months’ worth of living expenses in such a 
fund, with the money kept in a liquid, low-
risk account, separate from the funds you 
use for your daily expenses. You might need 
to draw on this fund for unexpected expens-
es, such as a major home or car repair or a 
large medical bill. Without an emergency 
fund in place, you might be tempted to dip 
into your IRA or other retirement accounts 
to pay for these types of costs, and that 
could be expensive, resulting in taxes, pen-
alties and lost opportunities for growth. 
 

Contribute to a 529 plan. If you have 
children or grandchildren and want to sup-
port their education, you might consider 
investing in a 529 education savings plan. 
Earnings and withdrawals are federally 
tax free, provided the money is used for 
qualified education expenses. Your 529 
plan may provide state tax benefits, too. 
(It’s possible, though, that 529 withdrawals 
could affect financial aid packages, depend-
ing on who owns the account.) A 529 plan 
can be used to help pay for college, accred-
ited trade school programs, some K-12 
expenses and even some student loans. 
 

Pay down debts. You may wish you could 
reduce your debt load. Your tax refund 
could offer you that chance. But which 
debts should you tackle first? You could 
follow the “snowball” method by paying 
off the smallest of your loans or debts as 
quickly as possible. Or you could choose 
the “avalanche” route by making minimum 
payments on all debts and using extra funds 
– such as your tax refund – to pay off those 
with the highest interest rates. Either method 
could help you save money in the long term. 
 

Prepare for other tax obligations. Your 
refund can also be set aside in a separate 
savings account to pay estimated quarterly 
taxes or personal property or real estate 
taxes.

 
It’s not often that you receive a financial 

windfall such as a tax refund — so think 
carefully about how you can maximize its 
benefits.

What should 
you do with 

your tax 
refund?

Curtis Street 
BY HELEN POIRIER

AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

When entering the information in a data-
base about the founding fathers in what was 
then, the South Parish of Worcester, a name 
popped up that was familiar, Oliver Curtis. 
Oliver’s family originally came from the 
Sudbury area of Massachusetts. They 
were farmers. Oliver’s parents, Ephraim 
and Mary [Rice], moved to Worcester on 
Pakachoag   Hill sometime before Oliver’s 
brother Samuel was born in 1730, Oliver 
was born in 1740. The part of Worcester 
that they moved to eventually was annexed 
to create the South Parish. Not all families 
living in the Pakachoag area were thrilled 
about being taken away from Worcester, 
and the Curtis family was one of them. 
According to former town historian, John 
Hartwell, these families were permitted to 
remain tied to Worcester even though their 
property was in South Parish. These were 
prominent families and were about one fifth 
of the town acreage. For about 75 years 
petitions were sent to the General Court 
asking to be reunited with Worcester, and 
all were denied. 

Oliver was active in town government 
starting in 1773 when he was involved with 
the meeting house construction. There was 
an absence of Oliver’s name in town affairs 
from April 19, 1775, when he marched 
on the alarm in Lexington as a private 
in Captain Samuel Lamson’s Company, 
and served 3 days. According to the 
“Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors who 
served in the Revolutionary War,” in May 
of 1777 he was in Capt. Jesse Wyman’s Co, 
in Col. Josiah Whitney’s regiment at Point 
Judith and was discharged July 1777. He 
was also listed in Rhode Island as a sergeant 
in Captain Edward Richarson’s Company, 
in Colonel Thomas Poor’s regiment where 
payroll accounts had him at West Point in 
Sept. 1778, and King’s Ferry in November. 
He was finally discharged in December of 
1778.

The town reports had Oliver listed 1778 – 

field driver, a field driver was a town officer 
responsible for capturing and impound-
ing domestic farm animals roaming loose. 
The field driver’s role was codified in 
Massachusetts law (Massachusetts General 
Laws Part I Title VII Chapter 49 Section 
240)  “Duties of field driver; taking up 
untended animals.”  In 1779, he was listed 
as a Fence Viewer. Their job was to make 
sure fences in the town were properly main-
tained to cut down on internal squabbling 
and difficulties. In 1780, Oliver was tasked 
to purchase beef for supplying patriot sol-
diers, 1781 [committee of] correspondence, 
and court attendee which were involved 
with the state constitution, and 1782- cor-
respondence which was the network for 
information that each town had.

Since Curtis Street is off of Pakachoag 
Street it could be possible that was the area 
where the Curtis family had their farm thus 
needed a road to get to it. There was an 
advertisement in the Massachusetts Spy 
dated March 20, 1799 stating that “the 
house of Oliver Curtis in Ward, a farm 
containing about 100 acres of land; con-
sisting of mowing, pasturing, tillage and 
woodland, well-watered —  a house, corn 
house and barn will be fold with the above, 
or separate, as shell best suit the purchaser. 
Terms of payment made easy; for further 
particulars, enquire of Oliver Curtis.” The 
1800 census had Oliver living in Sharon, so 
the farm must have sold. 

The 1810 census showed that Oliver and 
his wife were living Dudley. Oliver died 
in 1815 in Pelham at the age of 75 after a 
short illness. His last will had his wife as 
executor and inherited everything until his 
son turned 21.  His son, Ephraim, married 
and moved to Otselic New York and daugh-
ter Betsy married Joseph Beebe of Sutton 
and had 5 children. Eventually the family 
moved to Chenango, New York.  By 1850, 
all the original families in the Pakachoag 
area that were part of Worcester sold off 
their land and moved away. 

The value of 
small decisions 
close to home

Not every important decision in Webster 
arrives with fanfare. Most do not come 
wrapped in speeches or marked by ribbon 
cuttings. Instead, they take place quietly, 
in meeting rooms on ordinary weeknights, 
through votes that rarely draw crowds and 
discussions that seldom make headlines. Yet 
these are the decisions that shape the texture 
of everyday life in town.

Local government is often judged by its 
largest projects, but it is sustained by its 
smallest actions. Routine agenda items, 
license approvals, budget adjustments, and 
policy clarifications may appear minor in 
isolation. Taken together, they determine how 
smoothly municipal services operate and how 
consistently rules are applied. They affect 
how quickly roads are repaired, how public 
spaces are maintained, and how accessible 
town services remain for residents of all ages.

In a community the size of ours, gover-
nance is necessarily close to the ground. 
Board members are neighbors. Department 
heads are familiar faces. Decisions are made 
not in distant offices but in rooms where 
residents can sit, listen, and speak. This prox-
imity is one of the town’s greatest strengths, 
but it only works when the process is steady 
and visible.

Consistency matters. Boards that meet 
regularly, post clear agendas, and maintain 
accurate minutes build confidence over time. 
Residents may not agree with every out-
come, but they are more likely to trust deci-
sions that are made openly and thoughtfully. 
Transparency does not require perfection. It 
requires effort, follow-through, and a will-
ingness to explain how and why choices are 
made.

Public participation plays an important 
role, even when it is quiet. Attending a meet-
ing does not always mean stepping to the 
microphone. Sometimes it means observing, 
understanding how decisions unfold, and 
recognizing the work being done. Presence 
alone can reinforce accountability and remind 
those serving that their work is part of a larger 
civic fabric.

It is also worth remembering that many of 
the people who keep Webster, Dudley and 
Oxford running do so with limited resourc-
es and little recognition. Board members, 
committee volunteers, and municipal staff 
balance public responsibilities with jobs, 
families, and personal commitments. The 
decisions they make are rarely simple, and 
they often involve competing priorities. A 
functioning local government depends on 
patience as much as participation.

Small decisions, made carefully and con-
sistently, are what allow a town to manage 
larger challenges when they arise. Long-term 
planning does not happen all at once. It is 
built gradually, through regular oversight, 
routine maintenance, and attention to detail. 
When those building blocks are in place, 
Webster is better prepared to respond to 
growth, economic pressures, and changing 
community needs.

In the end, the health of a town is measured 
not by dramatic moments but by reliability. 
When residents know where decisions are 
made, how to access information, and how to 
engage respectfully, trust has room to grow. 
Paying attention to the quieter work of local 
government, even occasionally, helps ensure 
that Webster continues to be governed with 
care, stability, and a strong sense of commu-
nity.
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Where 
thumbtacks 

and 
neighbors 

meet
There is a cork-

board inside our 
local post office 
that I pass every 
time I mail a let-
ter. It is cluttered 
in the best possible 
way. Thumbtacks 
hold up handwritten 
notes, curling flyers 
and business cards 

that have seen better days. Guitar les-
sons. Snow plowing services. A lost 
cat notice that has been there long 
enough to feel like part of the décor. 
Community dinners. Yard sales sched-
uled and then rescheduled with a pen 
scribble in the margin.

Most people walk past it without 
stopping. They are in a hurry to drop 
mail, grab a package and get back to 
their day. But every now and then, 
someone pauses. They lean in. They 
read. Sometimes they smile. Sometimes 
they pull out a phone to take a picture 
of a phone number written in blue ink.

That board is not fancy. It is not 
digital. It does not send notifications. 
Yet it quietly does its job, connecting 
neighbors in a way that feels very 
Massachusetts.

I grew up in a time when community 
news traveled slowly and personally. 
You heard things at the counter of the 
general store, in the pews at church or 
while waiting for your coffee to cool. 
Today, information moves faster than 
ever, yet it often feels less human. 
We scroll past announcements without 
really seeing them. We click “inter-
ested” on events we never attend. We 
collect more information but fewer 
connections.

That corkboard is a small act of 
resistance to that trend. It says: here is a 
place where real people leave messages 
for other real people. It is imperfect. It 
is slightly crooked. It smells faintly of 
paper and tape. And it works.

You see similar boards in libraries, 
town halls and coffee shops across our 
region. They are community living 
rooms in miniature. Each note rep-
resents someone taking a chance that 
a neighbor might need what they are 
offering or offering what they need.

There is something brave about pin-
ning up a piece of paper with your 
phone number on it. It is a quiet state-
ment that says, “I am part of this place, 
and I am willing to be found.”

It made me think about how often 
we hide behind screens. We text instead 
of talk. We email instead of knock on 
doors. None of that is wrong, but it 
does change the texture of communi-
ty life. A handwritten sign taped to a 
window or pinned to a board carries a 
different weight. You can see the hand-
writing. You can tell if the person was 
in a hurry or took their time. You can 
sense effort.

I watched an older woman stop at 
the post office board last week. She 
read carefully, adjusting her glasses, 
nodding slightly at a few notices. Then 
she pulled out a small stack of papers 
and added one of her own. I did not see 
what it said, but I saw the care she took 
in placing it just right, smoothing the 
corners before stepping back to admire 
her work.

That moment felt important. It was 
not loud. It was not broadcast to hun-
dreds of followers. It was one neighbor 
speaking quietly to another through 
paper and thumbtacks.

We often talk about keeping Main 
Street alive. We focus on storefronts, 
parking spaces and foot traffic. Those 
things matter. But so do these small-
er, almost invisible threads that tie 
us together. Bulletin boards. Flyers. 
Handwritten notes. Conversations that 
start because someone stopped long 
enough to read.

Next time you pass one of these 
boards, take a moment. Read a few 
notices. You might find something use-
ful. You might learn something new. 
Or you might simply be reminded that 
community is not built by algorithms. 
It is built by ordinary people shar-
ing space and information in ordinary 
ways.

Sometimes the lanterns along Main 
Street are not hanging from poles or 
glowing in windows. Sometimes they 
are pieces of paper, quietly lit by the 
simple hope that someone else is pay-
ing attention.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

Courtesy

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL ANNOUNCES DECEMBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to the following students who were selected as December Students of the Month at Saint Joseph School. Pictured with 
Principal, Mrs. Beth Boudreau, are the following — Pre-K 3-year-old:  Amelia Deptula; Pre-K 4-year-old:  Grayson Larsen; Kindergarten:  
Marcus DiTullio-Cedeno; Grade 1: Dominik Kicilinski; Grade 2:   Liam Buschle; Grade 3:   Paulina Obrycki; Grade 4:   Tamara Giteru; 
Grade 5:  Mia Reed; Grade 6:  Kirollos Ibrahim; Grade 7:  Grayson Dollar; Grade 8:  Ivonka Warnajtys. Students are awarded Student 
of the Month for their outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility. Keep up the great work!

CHARLTON —  The United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Tri-State Flotilla, Massachusetts 
will be instructing the Boat 
America course that meets cur-
rent and future state mandated 
educational requirements offered 
in a two-night format developed 
to provide the skills and con-
fidence needed to explore the 
coast and inland waters by boat.  
Basic knowledge and skills are 
needed to have safe and enjoy-
able boating experiences.  

This course is perfect for fam-
ilies that have just purchased any 
type of boat or are planning to 
in the future, and for the boater 
keeping up with changes to boat-
ing regulations and laws.  Basic 
marlinespike seamanship (knots 
etc.) will also be included.  

Successful completion of 
the BA course will certify any 
minor, from 12 to 16 years of 
age, to operate a powerboat, 
including a Personal Water Craft 
/ Jet Ski (for 16 & 17-year-old 
operators), on all Massachusetts 
waters; in conjunction with 
the Mass. Environmental 
Police.  Approved by National 
Association of State Boating 
Law Administrators (NASBLA) 
it will also cover the require-
ments to operate a vessel in most 
other states & many countries 
where boating safety education 
is mandatory including Rhode 
Island and Connecticut.  

The Hanson-Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed into Mass. 
Law Jan. 8, will now require all 
Massachusetts motorboat opera-

tors to complete an approved Safe 
Boating Certificate course before 
April 1, 2026 for anyone born 
after Jan. 1, 1998, and by April 1, 
2028 for boaters born before Jan. 
1, 1998.  Enforcement of the new 
law will begin on September 1, 
2026.  The BA course meets the 
future Mass. requirement.  Most 
boating insurance companies 
offer a discount on premiums 
for successful completion of this 
course.  

Participants 16 years old and 
under must be accompanied, in 
person, by a registered parent/
guardian.  Space is limited, so 
register soon:

Register online at via www.
baypath.augusoft.net  Fun & 
Play>Sports & Leisure links. 

Class ID 42920 or by calling 

Sheri Dreitlein (508) 248-5971 
email sdreitlein@baypath.net

You can also contact our Public 
Education Officer Phil Kubat for 
registration or additional

information: email phil.usc-
gaux@verizon.net or call (508) 
478-3778.

To locate these and other 
USCG Auxiliary courses go to:  
https://www.cgaux.org/boat-
inged/class_finder/index.php

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is 
the uniformed civilian compo-
nent of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast Guard 
in nearly all mission areas. 
The Auxiliary was created by 
Congress in 1939. For more 
information, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone Bank  has com-
mitted $4,000 in continued sup-
port to  Literacy Volunteers of 
Greater Worcester  (LVGW) to 
help expand its English as a 
Second Language (ESOL) and 
Workforce Readiness Program 
for New Americans, strengthen-
ing access to English language 
education and employment 
pathways for immigrants, refu-
gees and migrants in the greater 
Worcester community.

 The 2025 contribution builds 
on Cornerstone Bank’s prior 
support of $3,000 in both 2023 
and 2024 and will help LVGW 
expand class offerings, recruit 
and train volunteer tutors and 
provide individualized career 
and employment assistance. The 
program addresses critical bar-
riers to employment, education 

and civic participation faced by 
New Americans while support-
ing long-term economic stability 
in the region.

  “With strong community 
partners like Literacy Volunteers 
of Greater Worcester, we can 
help ensure that opportunity is 
accessible to everyone,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd 
Tallman. “By supporting ESOL 
and workforce readiness pro-
grams, we are investing not only 
in individual success, but in the 
strength and vitality of the entire 
Worcester community.”

  In 2025, LVGW helped 
451 adult learners benefit from 
English instruction, individual-
ized tutoring and direct path-
ways to greater economic secu-
rity. LVGW has served near-
ly 12,000 adult learners from 
more than 120 countries since its 

founding in 1973.
 Cornerstone Bank’s renewed 

investment will support the pro-
gram’s second year of expansion, 
helping New Americans gain the 
English language and workforce 
skills they need to succeed in 
work, school and daily life.

 
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed 

in 2017, born of a long history 
of supporting the community, 
and providing a strong foun-
dation to help people and busi-
nesses thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local pres-
ence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp, 

MHC, operating independently 
under its own name and brand, 
provides the highest level of 
service and expertise for indi-
viduals, businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with branch 
locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with 
opportunities through a broad 
range of deposit and loan prod-
ucts and services. Built on Trust 
is not just a tagline, but also one 
of our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone Bank’s 
personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit  corner-
stonebank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Boat America safe boating course 
offered at Bay Path March 10 & 12

Cornerstone Bank renews support for Literacy 
Volunteers of Greater Worcester to expand 
ESOL and workforce readiness programs

WORCESTER — With excitement building for Super Bowl LX, 
the presidents of Quinsigamond Community College (QCC) and 
North Seattle College (NSC) are bringing some friendly competition 
of their own to the field.

The two institutions have announced a lighthearted wager tied to 
their respective hometown NFL teams. If the New England Patriots 
prevail, North Seattle College President Dr. Rachel Solemsaas will 
don QCC apparel and New England football gear, posting a celebra-
tory photo on social media. If the Seattle Seahawks take home the 
victory, QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja will do the same in NSC 
colors and Seahawks gear.

Building on a long friendship that grew from work with the 
American Association of Community Colleges, the presidents’ bet 
is meant to spotlight the pride and passion that students, alumni and 
community members feel for both institutions and their local com-
munities.

“The Patriots are a great team, and we respect New England 
very much. That said, the Tree Frogs of North Seattle College must 
align with our hometown heroes, the Seattle Seahawks, in the big 
game,” said Solemsaas. “I’m sure my good friend, President Dr. Luis 
Pedraja and the amazing faculty, staff and students at Quinsigamond 

Community College will understand that this is Seattle’s year. The 
memory of 2015 is a heavy burden that we’ve been carrying around 
for 11 years. But now it is payback time.”

QCC is getting into the Super Bowl spirit this week with an 
on-campus tailgate party and a Patriots apparel donation drive for 
students.

“As Super Bowl Sunday approaches, our campuses are buzzing— 
QCC Wyverns and North Seattle Tree Frogs alike—cheering on our 
favorite teams with all the enthusiasm our faculty, staff and students 
can muster. And while I am good friends with Dr. Solemaas, even 
friendship can’t stop a little spirited coast-to-coast rivalry,” said 
Pedraja. “Here in New England, we are absolutely convinced the 
Patriots are ready to repeat their 2015 magic...and yes, we fully 
believe they’re going to win! Consider this our playful warning that 
bragging rights are already warming up on the sidelines. Here’s to 
a great game, and a friendly rivalry that brings our campuses even 
closer, no matter which mascot hops or soars away victorious.”

Follow QCC’s Facebook or Instagram (quinsigcc) and NSC’s Fa
cebook  or  Instagram  (north_seattle_college) for updates and some 
pre-Super Bowl hype videos.

College presidents kick off coast-to-coast Super Bowl showdown
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WORCESTER – Grade 6 students from All Saints Academy recently visited the Ancient 
Civilizations galleries at the Worcester Art Museum, where they explored artwork from 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, and beyond. In addition to touring the galleries, 
students participated in a hands-on studio workshop focused on Egyptian cartouches. A 

cartouche is an oval shape that encloses a 
pharaoh’s name in hieroglyphs and symbol-
izes protection and eternity. Reserved for 
royalty, cartouches often displayed both a 
ruler’s birth name and throne name and later 
became essential to historians in deciphering 
hieroglyphs, including those found on the 
Rosetta Stone.

This immersive experience brought class-
room learning to life by allowing students 
to see firsthand the artifacts, symbols, and 
artistic techniques they have been study-
ing. Concepts discussed in  class—such as 
the role of writing in ancient societies, the 
significance of art in expressing power and 
belief, and the daily lives of ancient peo-
ples—became more meaningful as students 
observed authentic works of art up close. 
Creating their own cartouches helped stu-
dents better understand the importance of 
names, symbolism, and written language in 
ancient Egypt while reinforcing lessons on 
hieroglyphs and historical interpretation.

During the visit, students also stopped by 
the Center for Nonviolent Solutions, where 
they were excited to view artwork created by 
7th grade students from All Saints Academy 
on display. The pieces were submitted in the 
fall as part of a project that asked students to 
respond to the question, “What does peace 
look like in your community?” Seeing stu-
dent artwork displayed in a museum setting 
made the experience especially meaningful, 
inspiring students to connect history, art, and 
their own voices in powerful ways.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 
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 East Brookfield 
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Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway
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take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY WEEK!

2/6 John Demers
2/13 Ryan Hood
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take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com
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For nearly seven decades, Whitco Sales & 
Service, Inc. has been a household name 
across Worcester County and surrounding 
communities. Established in 1955, the 
company has built its reputation on provid-
ing quality appliances, electronics, and 
dependable customer service. Located at 
140 Main Street in Spencer, MA, Whitco 
has become a go-to destination for fami-
lies and businesses seeking everything 
from refrigerators and washers to televi-
sions and grills.
 
As an authorized dealer of leading brands 
such as LG, Samsung, G.E. Maytag and 
many more, Whitco combines a wide 
product selection with knowledgeable 
staff who help customers find the right fit 

for their homes and budgets.  Over 3,000 
appliances are in stock with fast delivery or 
pick-up at our warehouse.

We also have a huge year-round toy depart-
ment featuring Lego, Mattel, Hasbro and 
Fisher Price products, as well as 1,000’s of 
kids and adults bicycles - including 
E-Bikes... more than anyone in Worcester 
County.  We also service bikes!
 
Whitco Sales is a family-owned business, 
and its longevity reflects the dedication of 
its leadership and staff to the community. 
They have a Better Business Bureau (A+ 
rating). Visit their website at 
www.whitcosales.com for hundreds of 
deals!

ANOTHER YEAR IN BUSINESS

WHITCO

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

HUGE SELECTION!

TOY
CLEARANCE!

SAVE UP TO

70% Off!

NEW YEAR
SALE!

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, Jan. 31, brethren from all around the 24th Masonic 
District, and dignitaries from the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts from Boston 
gathered at the Major General Salem Towne Masonic Lodge, Webster Masonic Apartments. 

Many of these men traveled from long distances to witness and congratulate 3 young 
men who were raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  They are Brothers Harmon 
Hirtz of Charlton, Brother Brendan Shunaman of Southbridge and Brother Aidan McCann 
of Charlton. These men, along with other men, have followed this path and joined this 
great fraternity because of “Who We Are.” We’re men, each trying to be the best version 
of ourselves. We find it’s easier to do that when we’re with other men who share the same 
values. We’re there for our brothers no matter what life may bring, and our brothers are 
there for us. We help others, not just because it’s the right thing to do, but also because it 
helps us grow. We value Honor and Integrity. We believe there’s always more to learn. As 
Freemasons we thrive to make good men even better. 

Major General Salem Towne Masonic Lodge was chartered in 1859.  What we do know 
is that after 167 years, the Major General Salem Towne Masonic Lodge and Freemasonry 
have continued to grow and make good men better.  This is because we value our old tra-
ditions, and we think this is what attracts this younger generation of men. These men want 
to see and learn how it used to be and what it is like to value honor and integrity. If you 
would like more information about Freemasonry and to find a lodge nearest you, visit our 
website at www.massfreemasonry.org 

Courtesy

 From left to right—new members Brother Brendan Shunaman, Brother Harmon Hirtz, Master 
Paul Davidson (Major General Salem Towne Lodge), and Brother Aidan McCann.

Master Masons from the Major General Salem Towne lodge and the 24th Masonic District 
along with dignitaries from the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts from Boston. 

New members join Fraternal Family

All Saints students visit 
Worcester Art Museum



WEBSTER — The All Saints Academy communi-
ty came together to honor local veterans with a special 
breakfast and ceremony this past Veterans Day.

In the school gym, decorated by Grades 4 and 5 
with handmade cross table decorations symbolizing 
gratitude for veterans’ bravery, courage, and service, 
we gathered to honor local veterans from our com-
munity as well as veterans invited by our students. 
A Veterans Wall, thoughtfully created by Grade 6, 
displayed meaningful acrostic poems that reflected 
students’ appreciation and respect for those who have 
served our country.

The morning began with a warm welcome to our 
honored guests, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Students in Kindergarten through Grade 3 proudly 
recited poems expressing thankfulness and admi-
ration for our veterans. Grades 7 and 8 played an 
important role throughout the event by assisting with 
serving food and engaging the veterans in friendly, 
respectful conversation.

The veterans were extremely appreciative of the 
morning and expressed gratitude 
for the opportunity to share their 
experiences. They were especial-
ly touched by our commitment to 
teaching students the importance 
of honoring and understanding 
the sacrifices made throughout 
their military careers. Students 
greatly enjoyed listening to the 
veterans’ stories and learning 
firsthand about their service, 
making the celebration both 
meaningful and memorable for 
everyone involved. Through this 
special event, we wanted our 
veterans to know that they are 
remembered, valued, and appre-
ciated not only on Veterans Day, 
but every day.
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

Courtesy

On March 1, Worcester Model Railroaders, Inc. will hold its Annual Show & Sale, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Auburn Elks Club, 754 Southbridge St. Admission $6, children under 12 are free. For more information, 
contact Ralph Kimball at 508-868-5189,  ralphkimball@charter.net  and  www.wmrr.org. The show has 
approximately 25 model railroad dealers offering items for sale as well as HO& N scale operating layouts 
available for viewing. Raffle tickets for a complete four-by-eight-foot model railroad layout (on display) 
will be available at the show. The 60-by-40-foot Worcester Model Railroad Club layout will be open and 
operating using Digital Command Control and is only 15 minutes from the show in Webster. For directions 
go to www.wmrr.org.

Roger Williams 
University announces 

Fall Dean’s List
BRISTOL, R.I. — Select students have been named to the Fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I. 
Full-time students who complete 12 or more credits per semester 
and earn a GPA of 3.4 or higher are placed on the Dean’s List that 
semester.

Danielle Denolf of Auburn
Lauren Smith of Auburn
Brooklyn Bonczyk of Dudley
Jason Lavallee of Oxford
Madison Stewart of Dudley

About RWU
Roger Williams University offers professional studies and liberal 

arts programs, with campuses in Bristol and Providence, Rhode 
Island. We provide real-world learning that empowers students to 
become the changemakers and leaders our world needs next.

All Saints Academy comes 
together to honor local veterans
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NOTICE OF SALE, NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE, Premises: 2 Aleda Drive, 
Auburn, MA 01501, By virtue and in 
execution of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a certain mortgage given 
by Raymond Fortin to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Pacific Union Financial, 
LLC , dated October 25, 2018, and 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 59596, Page 152, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder by assignment of mortgage 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Pacific 
Union Financial, LLC to RoundPoint 
Mortgage Servicing Corporation, dated 
December 12, 2019, and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 61610, Page 346, 
and by an assignment of mortgage 
from RoundPoint Mortgage Servicing 
Corporation to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation, dated October 16, 2020, 
and recorded with said Registry in 
Book 63625, Page 83, and by an 
assignment of mortgage from Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation to U.S. Bank 
National Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely as legal title 
trustee for RMTP Trust Series 2021 
Cottage-TT-V, dated June 10, 2022, 
and recorded with said Registry in 
Book 68002, Page 239, for breach 
of the conditions of said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold by Public Auction 
at 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the 4th day 
of March, 2026, at the mortgaged 
premises located at 2 Aleda Drive, 
Auburn, MA 01501, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
To wit:A certain tract of land in said 
Auburn situated in the northerly side of 
Aleda Drive and further bounded and 
described as follows: BEGINNING at a 
point in the northerly line of Aleda Drive 
at the southeasterly comer of the land 
now or formerly of Raymond Hallberg, 
said point being N. 78 4 7’ E. forty ( 40) 
feet from a stone bound set at an angle 
in said street line; THENCE N. 78 47” 
E. ninety (90) feet by said street lien 
to a stone bound at a corner of land 
now or formerly of Verner Richardson 
et ux; THENCE northerly one hundred 
(100) feet by said Verner Richardson 
land to a point at other land now or 
formerly of Werner W. Richardson et 
ux; THENCE S. 78 47’ W. ninety (90) 
feet more or less to the northeasterly 
comer of said Hallberg land; THENCE 
S. 11 13’E. one hundred (100) feet 
by said Hallberg land to the point of 
beginning. CONTAINING 9,000 square 
feet by approximation and being Lot 9 
on a Plan of Ridgewood, a develop-
ment by Werner Richardson in Auburn, 
date May 1951, approved by Auburn 
Planning Board July 23, 1951, record-
ed with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan 176, Plan 23. The 
above premises are conveyed subject 
to the following restrictions: That no 
buildings shall be erected on the said 
premises other than a one-family type 
home to cost not less than $10,000.00 
and garage in connection therewith. 
Being the same premises as conveyed 
to the Grantors by deed of Virginia 
M. Soloperto dated July 11, 2012, 
and recorded with Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds Book 49389, Page 
374. Premises to be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other munici-
pal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) by cer-
tified or bank check will be required 
to be paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale. High bidder to 
sign written memorandum of sale upon 
acceptance of the high bid. The bal-
ance of the purchase price is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at Friedman 
Vartolo LLP, 1325 Franklin Avenue, 
Suite 160, Garden City, New York 
11530, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale. Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording upon receipt 
in full of the purchase price. In the 
event of an error in this publication, the 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control. Other 
terms, if any, to be announced at the 
sale. U.S. Bank National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as Trustee for RMTP Trust, Series 
2021 Cottage-TT-V, Present hold-
er of said mortgage by its Attorneys, 
Friedman Vartolo LLP 1325 Franklin 
Avenue, Suite 160, Garden City, New 
York 11530
February 6, 2026
February 13, 2026 
February 20, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEAL TH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS LAND 
COURTDEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No.26 SM 000250

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:
Brian H. Amaral, as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of Stephen J. Amaral The 
Heirs, Devisees, and Legal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Mary J. Amaral The Heirs, Devisees, 
and Legal Representatives of the 
Estate of Michael E. Amaral Brian 
H. Amaral
Gregory J. Amaral
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Bank of New York Mellon Trust 
Company, N.A. as Trustee for 
Mortgage Assets Management 
Series I Trust
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Auburn, numbered 6 George 
Street, given by Mary J. Amaral to 
Financial Freedom Senior Funding 
Corporation, a Subsidiary of IndyMac 
Bank, F.S.B., dated March 28, 2007, 
and registered at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry District 
of the Land Court as Document No. 
92126 and noted on Certificate of 
Title No. 19137, and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before 03/09/2026 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance 
with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief 
Justice of this Court on  1/23/2026
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder
February 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0245EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Edward B. Dembinski
Date of Death: 11/10/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by Anne H. 
Dembinski of Webster MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Anne H. Dembinski of Webster MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/24/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 28, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
February 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. W026P0243EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate	 of:	
Patricia	 Anne Carrigan- Mann
Date of Death: April 5, 2025 To all inter-
ested persons: A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by Melissa Pepin of Fairfield CT 
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on February 24, 2026. This is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, action may 
be taken without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file 
an inventory or annual accounts with 
the Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 23, 2026
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
Publication Dates LNE00448061
February 6, 2026 

Town of Dudley 
Public Hearing 

Board of Selectmen
The Board of Selectmen will hold a 

Public Hearing on Monday, February 
23, 2026, at 

6:35pm in the Dudley Municipal 
Complex, 71 West Main Street, 

Dudley, MA in the Veteran’s Memorial 
Hall, Room 321A.

The purpose of this Hearing: To Act on 
an Application for a Class II License for 

Pro Automotive located at 191 West 
Main St., Dudley, MA 01571. Applicant: 

Jason Rousseau.
Anyone wishing to be heard should 

appear at the date and time specified 
or submit their concerns in writing.

Jana Deschenes, Chair 
Dudley Board of Selectmen 
February 6, 2026 

Town of Dudley
Public Hearing

National Grid/Verizon New England
Pole Petition

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Chapter 166, section 22, a 
Public Hearing will be held on Monday, 
February 9, 2026 at 6:35pm at the 
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West 
Main Street, Dudley, MA in Room 
321A.  The Purpose of this Hearing: 
To Act on a National Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole Petition: No. 31178149
Old Southbridge Rd. – National Grid to 
install 1 JO pole on Old Southbridge 
Rd. beginning at a point approximately 
180 feet east of the centerline of the 
intersection of Roberts Road and Old 
Southbridge Rd.  Installing Stub Pole 
#30-84 to support pole line.  Pole line 
was originally supported by tree guy 
and anchor, but the tree is gone and no 
longer supporting utility pole line.  
Anyone wishing to be heard should 
appear at the date and time specified 
or forward concerns in writing. 
Jana Deschenes
Chair
Board of Selectmen
February 6, 2026 

Town of Dudley
Public Hearing

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Chapter 166, section 22, a 
Public Hearing will be held on Monday, 
February 9, 2026 at 6:35pm at the 
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West 
Main Street, Dudley, MA in Room 
321A.  The Purpose of this Hearing: 
To Act on a National Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole Petition: No. 31209149
Cottage Road – National Grid to install 
1 JO Pole on Cottage Road begin-
ning at a point approximately 335 feet 
northwest of the centerline of the inter-
section of Cottage Rd. and Pierpont 
Rd.  Installing Stub Pole 3-84 with 
anchor attached to support Pole #3 
and accompanying pole line. 
Anyone wishing to be heard should 
appear at the date and time specified 
or forward concerns in writing. 
Jana Deschenes

Chair
Board of Selectmen
Please note: This Public Hearing was 
originally scheduled for January 26, 
2026 but was cancelled due to snow 
emergency.  
February 6, 2026 

The Attorney General Office has 
approved Article 11 from the October 
20, 2025, Dudley Special Town 
Meeting. The entire text of this by-law 
is posted in the following five places in 
accordance with G.L c. 40 § 32: Dudley 
Municipal Complex, Pearle Crawford 
Memorial Library, Mason Road School, 
Dudley District Court House and 
Shepherd Hill High School.
Attest: Lori A. Smith, 
Dudley Town Clerk
January 29, 2026
February 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.  WO26P0142EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
Jesse Carson Huffman, Jr.

Also Known As: Jesse Huffman
Date of Death: 11/19/2025 

To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Lorena Huffman of Webster MA
Lorena Huffman of Webster MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner. 
February 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0102EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Robert K. West
Date of Death: 09/22/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Alison West of Wareham MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Alison West of Wareham MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/17/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 13, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
February 6, 2026

LEGALS
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293     774-230-3967©

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W025P2880GD  

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
 of Guardian of a Minor

In the interests of
Isaiah Alexander Adams 

of Dudley, MA  
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed by on 08/15/2025 by 
Michelle M. Adams of Dudley, MA will 
be held 03/30/2026 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing 
Located Worcester Probate & Family 
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 

at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to: 
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at 
least five (5) business days before the 
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 
parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 

best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)

IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen  (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice  must be made by the sheriff, 
constable, or other person appoved 
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT 
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
the interested party by leaving at and 
mailing by regular first class mail to 
last and usual place of residence of the 
interested party at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of hearing listed 
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 
FURTHER  ORDERED that copies of 

this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14)  days prior to the hearing 
date by mailing first class mail and by 
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster  
publication to be at least Seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United 
States Veteran Administration and the 
Department of Children and Families 
may be accomplished by regular first 
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior 
to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: January 28, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
February 6, 2026

LEGALS

WORCESTER — A new regional grant 
program will support the preservation and 
rehabilitation of historic properties across 
Central Massachusetts, helping communities 
protect significant buildings while strength-
ening local economies and downtowns. 

The Central Massachusetts Heritage 
Circuit Subgrant Program will make up to 
$616,000 available through competitive sub-
grants to preserve historic properties listed 
on, or eligible for listing on, the National 
Register of Historic Places. Eligible activi-
ties include planning, design, and construc-
tion work that meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties.

  The Central Massachusetts Heritage 
Circuit Subgrant Program is funded by the 
Historic Preservation Fund, administered by 
the National Park Service, U.S. Department 
of the Interior, under the Paul Bruhn Historic 
Revitalization Grant Program. Funding for 

this program is provided through congres-
sional appropriations to support the pres-
ervation of historic and cultural resources 
nationwide.

  The program is administered by the 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission (CMRPC) in partnership 
with the Montachusett Regional Planning 
Commission (MRPC). Montachusett 
Enterprise Center (MEC), MRPC’s affili-
ated nonprofit organization, serves as the 
fiscal sponsor and grantee of record for the 
federal award. The Architectural Heritage 
Foundation (AHF) will provide preserva-
tion technical expertise to support program 
design and implementation.

  Funding recommendations will be 
informed by a Project Selection Committee 
operating under formal conflict-of-interest 
procedures. Final award decisions will be 
made by the fiscal sponsor in accordance 
with federal requirements.

  The program will serve communities 
throughout Central Massachusetts, includ-
ing municipalities in the CMRPC and 
Montachusett regions, with a focus on his-
toric commercial districts, civic buildings, 
and other significant properties that contrib-
ute to local identity and long-term economic 
vitality.

 “This program is designed to help commu-
nities address real preservation needs while 
keeping historic buildings in active use,” said 
Janet A. Pierce, CMRPC Executive Director. 
“By combining federal investment with 
regional planning and preservation expertise, 
we are supporting projects that will deliver 
lasting public benefit.”

  Subgrants will be awarded through a 
transparent, competitive process. Additional 
information on eligibility, application mate-
rials, and program timelines will be released 
later this year.

  This project is funded in part by the 

Historic Preservation Fund, administered by 
the National Park Service, U.S. Department 
of the Interior. The contents and opinions 
expressed in this press release do not neces-
sarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior or the National 
Park Service, nor does the mention of trade 
names or organizations imply endorsement 
by the U.S. Government.

  Founded by the Legislature in 1963, 
CMRPC provides a variety of services to 
its constituencies and brings a regional 
perspective to planning and development. 
One of 13 Regional Planning Agencies in 
Massachusetts, CMRPC serves the City of 
Worcester and 39 surrounding communi-
ties in the southern two-thirds of Worcester 
County. CMRPC’s programs include 
Transportation, Regional Collaboration 
and Community Planning, and Geographic 
Information Systems.

New $750,000 historic preservation grant program 
launches in Central Massachusetts
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Thompson, CT- Diane passed away 
peacefully in her home on January 29, 
2026, after a long battle with Alzheimer’s 
Disease.    She is survived by her hus-
band, Leonard; son, Keith and his wife, 
Kimberly; mother, Wanda Kijek; sister, 
Frances Brandin and her husband, Martin; 
sister-in-law, Nancy Kijek; brother-in-law, 
Thomas Gajewski; niece, Ashley Brandin 
Lobosco and her husband, Thomas; son-
in-law, Richard Nolin; and grandchildren, 
Theodore Gajewski, Cara Nolin, and 
William Nolin.    She was pre-deceased 
by her father, Edward Kijek; daughter, 
Kimberly Nolin; and brother, Jeffrey Kijek.

Diane was born and raised in Dudley 
and was a graduate of St. Joseph School 
and Bartlett High School in Webster.  After 
marrying Leonard, the two moved to 
Honolulu, HI while her husband served 
in the Navy.    When they returned to 
central Massachusetts, Diane worked for 

many years in administration at St. Vincent 
Hospital and upon retirement helped her 
family greatly with appointments, baby-sit-
ting, and serving as a caregiver to her 
mother.  She loved reading novels, travel-
ing, and always enjoyed a “refreshing” dip 
in her pool.

Diane had a deep faith and devoted 
much of her time, talent, and treasure to St. 
Joseph Parish and School in Webster.  She 
was a member of several organizations in 
the Parish and served on many commit-
tees as well as being a CCD Teacher and 
Lector.

A funeral mass will be held for Diane on 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, at 11am at 
St. Joseph Basilica, 53 Whitcomb Street, 
Webster, MA.  A private burial will be held 
at the family’s convenience.  Donations in 
her memory may be made to Saint Joseph 
School, 47 Whitcomb Street, Webster, MA 
01570.

Diane W. (Kijek) Gajewski, 76
OBITUARIES

B R O O K F I E L D - 
Kurt E. Trimby, 40, 
of Brookfield, passed 
away after a courageous 
battle with cancer. 
He leaves behind 
his beloved wife, 
Lorell; his parents, 
Cheryl and John; 

his siblings, Kimberly and her husband 
Andrew, Keith and his wife Joanna. He 
is also survived by his cherished nieces 
and nephews, Maddy, Matt, McKenna, 
Millie, Layla, and Silas, along with 
many loving aunts, uncles, and friends. 
Kurt spent most of his life working in 
kitchens, where he found his true passion 
in cooking. In his later years, he worked 

at Flexcon, where he formed many mean-
ingful friendships that he deeply valued. 
Kurt was a true car enthusiast who 
loved sharing his knowledge and pas-
sion for automobiles with anyone who 
would listen. He was also an avid fish-
erman and was rarely without his fish-
ing pole, always ready to cast a line 
into any lake he passed on his travels. 
Kurt will be truly missed by all who 
knew and loved him. He fought his illness 
with incredible strength and determination, 
enduring trials, chemotherapy, and radia-
tion in the hope that his journey might one 
day help others facing this terrible disease. 
A calling hour will be held on Sunday, 
February 22,2026 from 10:00AM

Kurt E. Trimby, 40

William Francis 
Herra, 66, of Webster 
passed away peaceful-
ly on January 1, 2026, 
after his battle with 
small cell lung cancer 
reached its final con-
clusion. 

He is survived by his 
beloved wife Laurie A. Herra of Webster; 
their son William J. Herra & spouse Gillian 
Hohne of Millbury; sister Charlene & 
husband Louis Martelli of Portland, TN; 
brother Brian & wife Diane of Huntington, 
TN; brother John & wife Patricia of 
Plymouth; parents-in-law Geroge H. Reid, 
Jr. & wife Lorraine of Brockton; brother-
in-law James Anusevitch & wife Karen of 
Rochester, NH; sister-in-law Michelle & 
husband Michael Musto of Taunton; sister-
in-law Theresa McDonald of San Diego, 
CA; and dog Teddy. He will always be 
remembered as the fun uncle by his many 
nieces and nephews. Bill was predeceased 
by parents John Herra & Anita Gracey; sis-
ter Karen Whalen; brother Charles; moth-
er-in-law Anna Nutt; sisters-in-law Janet 
& Kimberly Reid; brother-in-law Thomas 
Reid; and one of the best dogs ever, Buddy. 

Bill was born in Lowell, MA as one 
of John J. Herra & Anita F. Gracey’s 
six children together. He spent his 
early years in Lowell before moving to 
Somerville. He graduated top of his class 
from Somerville Technical Trade High 
School in 1977 receiving the Director’s 
Outstanding Tradesmen Award for the 
Painting & Decorating Department. He 
married his childhood sweetheart Laurie in 
1981. She gave birth to their son in 1984. 
In 1991 they moved to Thompson, CT 
where they resided until moving back to 
Massachusetts in 2008.  

Over the years Bill enjoyed volunteering 
at many different organizations. While his 
son attended St. Joseph’s elementary and 
middle school in North Grosvenordale, CT 
he volunteered as one of the “lunch ladies” 
for many years. He also chaperoned field 
trips and all the kids always wanted to be 
in his group. He was a great coach for all 
who had the pleasure of playing on the 

various baseball teams he helped coach 
over the years. In more recent years he 
also volunteered for the Webster Dudley 
Food Share and Meals on Wheels. For the 
past five years he had been serving on the 
Board of Commissioners for the Webster 
Housing Authority as a Federal Resident 
Commissioner. 

Bill was a wonderful husband and great 
father. He was truly a lover of life and was 
always quick with a joke. He was a fierce 
friend to all who had the pleasure of calling 
him one. He would’ve given you the shirt 
off his back if you needed it. He loved 
music and going to concerts; especially 
all the Ozzfests over the years with his 
son, niece Sarah Lawson, and son’s friend 
Craig Lefler. He often reminisced of the 
summers spent on bike rides with his son 
and son’s friends Joseph & Jason Manzi. 
He enjoyed golf, disc golf, and anything 
involving being in the great outdoors. He 
took much pride in his flower gardens 
outside his apartment at Golden Heights. 
He loved to garden and share his tomatoes 
with some of the neighbors. He received 
great joy from making food for the people 
in his life. He loved to entertain and always 
looked forward to the annual Fourth of 
July cookouts he and Laurie put on for 
many years at their house in Thompson. 
Bill was a lifelong Red Sox and Patriots 
fan. He and Laurie frequented Polar Park 
to see the WooSox play. 

There will be no services at this time as 
Bill did not want any. Please do something 
nice for someone in your life, or even a 
complete stranger, as helping others was 
truly a passion of Bill’s. Perhaps volunteer 
at your local soup kitchen, donate to your 
local food bank, or donate to his favor-
ite charity, St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. Our family would like to thank 
all of the staff at Umass Memorial Medical 
Center – University Campus and Preferred 
Transitions of Milford, MA, who handled 
his hospice care, for their kindness and 
exceptional care throughout Bill’s battle.  

Let’s all toss on some good tunes and 
just remember all the great times we had 
together with Bill as that is truly what he 
would have wanted us to do.  

William Francis Herra, 66

vital role at nearly every clinic, offering 
both lived experience and technical exper-
tise that deeply benefits the program and its 
participants. 

“Adaptive sports helped me find purpose 
again,”  Gazda said.  “Being able to attend 
this conference and bring back new ideas, 
skills, and connections will help us continue 
to deliver experiences that change lives.”

The knowledge and resources gained 

from the Move United Conference will be 
instrumental in helping the Webster Water 
Ski Collective continue its mission to pro-
vide life-changing experiences for people 
with disabilities through adaptive water 
skiing.   

For more information about the Webster 
Water Ski Collective and its adaptive pro-
grams, visit  www.websterwaterski.org  or 
follow the organization on Facebook 
and Instagram  https://facebook.com/
WebsterWaterSki  and  https://instagram.
com/websterwaterski.

SKIERS
continued from page  A1

The BHS Indoor Track 
Team will travel to the New 
Balance Center in Boston, 
next Sunday, Feb. 8, to 
compete in the Division 
5 CMAC Small School 
Championship.  

During the previous week, 
the Indians delivered mul-
tiple personal bests across 
sprinting, long distance, 

and field events during their 
Division 5 CMAC Meet at 
Tantansqua Regional High 
School. Leading the way 
was Xavier Sarfo who had 
an exceptional race in the 
55m dash, running a per-
sonal best of 6.70 seconds.  
Xavier finished in the top 
three by finishing 3rd over-
all in a highly competitive 
event. Also setting personal 
records in the 55m dash 
were Hunter Claypool and 
Eryk Piwowarczyk. Moving 

to the long distance run-
ning events, Alexis Benito 
Torres achieved his person-
al best time in the 1,000 
meter event while Abigail 
Ciara-Paulino achieved her 
best personal time in the 
600 meter run.   Finally, in 
the boys’ and girls’ shot-
put, Johan Vanlamoen 
Lopez and Annabelle Reed 
both recorded their personal 
best shot-put throws during 
competition. 

TRACK
continued from page  A1

BOSTON —  State Representatives 
Paul K. Frost  (R-Auburn), Donald R. 
Berthiaume, Jr. (R- Spencer), Joseph D. 
McKenna (R-Sutton) and John J. Marsi 
(R-Charlton) are co-sponsoring  com-
prehensive energy reform legislation  put 
forth  by Republican State Legislators  to 
provide financial relief to Massachusetts 
ratepayers who are struggling to pay high 
energy bills. The proposal would generate 
energy bill savings of about $147 million in 
the first year and $2.38 billion over 10 years 
for Massachusetts residents and businesses. 

 
House Docket  5554, An Act addressing 

energy costs, transparency, and sustainabili-
ty, was recently filed by Representative Frost, 
Representative Berthiaume, Representative 
McKenna and Representative Marsi along 
with their  Republican colleagues. It con-
tains a series of reforms to address rising 
energy costs in Massachusetts including 
proposals to restructure the Mass Save pro-
gram, allow older homeowners and renters 
to factor in a portion of their utility bills to 
determine their eligibility for the Senior 
Circuit Breaker tax credit, and provide 
more cost transparency for consumers.

 
Frost commented, “Massachusetts res-

idents and small businesses are getting 
crushed by some of the highest energy 
costs in our nation. Everyone is struggling 
to heat and power their homes. Businesses, 
especially small businesses, face difficult 
challenges as well and are forced to decide 
whether to pass those increased energy 
expenses onto their customers or cut else-
where to get by. Our bill provides both 
short-term and long-term savings and relief 
for everyone.”

 
“Massachusetts has some of the best 

schools, colleges, hospitals, businesses, 
sports teams, and tourism in the country. It 
also has some of the highest costs of living 
in the country forcing people to leave at 
alarming rates because they simply cannot 
afford to live here,” McKenna added. “We 
must do everything in our power as legisla-
tors to pursue policies that will lower costs 
that consumers are paying for life necessi-
ties like heating their home or business.”

 
Marsi said, “I talk to constituents, resi-

dents, and businesses every day about the 
high cost of electricity and gas, where some 
must make heartbreaking decisions about 
what to spend their hard-earned money 
on.  People with fixed incomes such as our 
seniors can’t sustain these out of control 
increases on their monthly bills.   We need 
to do everything possible to drive legisla-
tion to ensure people can afford to power 
and heat their homes and businesses.”

  
“The ever-increasing upward trend regard-
ing the cost of energy in the Commonwealth 
is unsustainable and out of reach for the 
average middle class family,” Berthiaume 
said. “This meaningful legislation will seek 
to mitigate the high energy costs that users 
pay and give families some much needed 
breathing room when it comes to their 
energy bills”

 
Their bill seeks to provide immediate 

short-term relief for Massachusetts ratepay-
ers by requiring 50 percent of Alternative 
Compliance Payments (ACPs) made pursu-
ant to the Renewable Portfolio Standard to 
be returned to utility customers in each of the 
next three years. These ACPs are currently 
deposited in a custodial fund overseen by the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center for use 
in clean energy projects. This change alone 
will return approximately $66-$69 million 

per year to ratepayers, and between $198 
million and $207 million over three years. 
 
Additional first-year savings of $78 mil-
lion will be realized through basic service 
and energy contract changes contained in 
the bill, including language giving elec-
tric distribution companies the flexibility 
to procure default service supply through 
procurements of varying lengths and in 
combination with other companies, as well 
as provisions extending the contract period 
from 1 year to 1 ½ years and allowing elec-
tric distribution companies to collectively 
procure its energy supply (gas, electric, 
transmission, transportation or any com-
bination thereof) together. Along with the 
ACP changes, this is expected to produce 
about $147 million in combined savings for 
ratepayers in each of the first three years of 
implementation.

 
The bill also includes several proposed 

changes to the Mass Save program, which 
is an energy efficiency initiative funded by 
Massachusetts ratepayers through a month-
ly surcharge on their gas and electric bills. 
The program’s three-year budget for 2025-
2027 is currently set at $4.5 billion.

 
Their bill caps Mass Save administrative 

spending at 10% of the total funds allocated 
for the program. It also limits spending on 
the program’s next three-year plan (running 
from 2028-2030) by prohibiting the budget 
from exceeding the cost of the 2022-2024 
plan, plus 6.25%. As the 2022-2024 plan 
was funded at $4 billion, the 2028-2030 
plan cannot increase by more than $250 
million. This means that by 2030, the com-
bined annual savings from the ACP returns, 
basic service changes, and the Mass Save 
spending reduction will produce an esti-
mated $396 million in ratepayer savings 
per year, or approximately $2.38 billion in 
savings over 10 years.

 
It updates the Senior Circuit Breaker tax 

credit for homeowners and renters who 
are 65 or older by allowing 50 percent of 
their utility costs to be calculated into their 
income used to determine their eligibility 
for the credit.

 
Their legislation directs the 

Massachusetts Secretary of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, in consultation with 
the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, 
to develop and implement the framework 
of a regional compact among the New 
England states for the purposes of research 
and development regarding nuclear fusion 
energy and establishes a Fusion Research 
Council to provide additional guidance.  
Fusion energy, although some years off 
from being able to supply the power grid, 
has the potential benefits of traditional 
nuclear power but without the radioactive 
waste.

 
The bill prohibits third-party competi-

tive electric suppliers from using predatory 
practices to enroll customers at an artificial-
ly low rate that will increase dramatically 
in a short period of time. It also limits auto-
matic contract renewals to those instances 
where the customer provided expressed 
written consent at the time of their initial 
enrollment.

 
The bill also seeks to create a special 

commission to analyze natural gas costs 
in the Commonwealth and recommend 
measures to contain and reduce those costs 
for residential and commercial consumers. 

Area reps co-sponsor comprehensive 
energy reform bill to lower costs for 

Massachusetts ratepayers
Will generate savings of about $147 million 
in first year and $2.38 Billion over 10 years

AUBURN 
$424,000, 6 Newton St, Vandenberg, Elijah, 

to Tran, Tuan K.
$387,000, 11 Inwood Rd, Lebel, Richard H, 

and Lebel, Pauline Y, to Croteau, Victoria, and 
Mcintosh, Abbigayle.

$160,000, 22 Coolidge St, Wehner, Therese 
A, to Sherbourne, Abigayl A.

DUDLEY
$450,000, 7 Dudley Hill Rd, Berkshire 

Prop Bldrs LLC, to Skinner, Marisa K, and 
Skinner, Allison N.

$449,900, 21 Prospect Ave, Stawiecki, 
Robert, and Stawiecki, Paula J, to Ribeiro, 
Brandon C.

$403,300, 4 Charlton Rd, Goddard Joseph 
R Est, and Goddard, Dawn, to Snow, Diane 
M, and Snow, Lincoln C.

$150,000, W Main St (off), Martin L Nieski 
Lt, and Nieski, Martin L, to Matts Dudley 
LLC.

OXFORD
$650,000, 8 Turk Hollow Rd, Curtis, 

Michael W, and Curtis, Kimberly J, to 

Deszendeffy RET, and Deszendeffy, John R.
$450,000, 28 Holly St, Nicastro, Amanda, 

and Nicastro, Timothy, to Resendes, Lucas, 
and Cunha, Isadora.

$200,000, 124 Charlton St #F, Prashaw, 
Jason M, to Wyman, Corydon B.

WEBSTER
$1,175,000, 194 Killdeer Rd, Guay Sr, 

Glenn A, and Guay, Helena A, to Garabedian 
Lt, and Garabedian, Peter.

$550,000, 177-179 N Main St, Mankarios, 
Botros, to Delarosa, Roniel M, and Delarosa, 
J D.

$455,000, 31 Whitcomb St, Mills, 
Alexandria E, to Costedio, Lauren N.

$421,000, 9 Scenic Ave, Heavenly Hm 
Solutions LLC, to Perpignan-Eknaian, Sonja, 
and Eknaian, Herman.

$280,000, 19 First St, Brissette, Lorraine 
M, and Daveau, Michelle, to Finn, Ora E, and 
Nierodzinski, Malcolm J.

$234,900, 107 Lake St #B, Christopher F 
Ryan T, and Ryan, Christopher F, to Roderick, 
Jonathan M.

Real Estate
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WORCESTER — 
Worcester State University 
congratulates the following 
students on being named to 
the Dean’s List for the fall 
semester of 2025.

Auburn
Ethan M Adamiak, 

Adriano Alvarez, Brendon 
S Bailey, Owen A Barrera, 
Abigayle M Belanger, 
Lily R Bishop, Alec R 
Borelli, Logan E Bostock, 
Abigail Bouasy, Hannah 
M Brown, Esther Businge, 
Cody K Callaghan, Eireni 
Chatzopoulos, Megan 
D Crosbie, Kali N Day, 
Jolena N Deeds, Gianna F 
DiPadua, Siiri A Govoni, 
Emelis Henriquez, Maeve 
F Holmes, Griffin Hurley, 
Alec Huynh, Owen C 
Kosciolek, Irene E LeBlanc, 
Elefteria Liti, Christopher 
K Martin, Julia G Mathews, 
Christena Mena, Chanel J 
Napoli, Jimmy L Nguyen, 
Emma R Penney, James D 
Phillips, Gabriel Rodriguez, 
Lydia J Skaparas, Brendan J 
Slomski, Sarah D Stevens, 
Zachary M Stomski, Isaac 
J Swedberg, Claudia R 
Symonick, Vivian T Tran, 
Nicolas Vanegas, Amelia 
A Whitney, Thomas W 
Willette, Abagail J Zicuis

Brimfield
Mohamed Boweden, 

Connor E Dufault, Kelsie 
E Lucas, Makenna F Perro

Charlton
Jake Beaudette, Jianna 

A Clouthier, LeeAnn D 

Dagnese, Ava Iozzo, Jaden 
L Jaillet, Taylor Kochinskas, 
Florence S Lundi Jr., 
Rhiannon L Mansur, Ayla 
M McGrail, Krrish Patel, 
Catherine E Pavone, 
Richard J Payne, Jordyn M 
Poirier, Kyleigh Sutherland, 
Izabela Warnajtys, Oliver A 
Weiland, Rileigh A Zacek, 
Ashlee E Zaleski

Charlton City
Jaclyn K Morrison

Douglas
Fani Angelidaki, Kaylie E 

Ciccone, Gavin C Delgado, 
Jared S Dermooshegian, 
Holly N Kaczor, Celina P 
Moore, Olivia M Muscatell, 
Grace C Parker, Mya 
G Sanford, Ryleigh M 
Sawash-Perro, Amelia M 
Skiba Terrinha, Victoria A 
Surrette, Addison E Taylor, 
Ethan C Vassar

Dudley
Amanda S Adamuska, 

Michalyn A Annese, 
Dominic M Beauchesne, 
Catalina M Burden, Haley 
M Coggans, Angelina 
Demce, Abigail M DeWitt, 
Marlee E Eckbold, Lauren 
L Gajewski, Timothy V 
Garcia, Isaiah I Giblin, 
Adrian Golemo, Kaia T 
Gray, Keller G Holmes, 
Giovanna Krettli Oliveira 
Costa, Gabriela A Laska, 
Kathryn E McFarland, 
Maggie P Montville, Collin 
A Moody, Manar Morgan, 
Justin A Murray, Natalie 
G Nayfeh, Alek J Poirier, 
Abigail E Reilly, Patrysia E 

Rivera Kwiatkowska, Brett 
Spiewakowski, Maximous 
Tawadrous, Athanasia R 
Towadros, Athanasios R 
Towadros, Sean Wang, 
Amanda Wisnowski

East Brookfield
Megan R Shea, Quinn L 

Trumbull-Olsen

Fiskdale
Aiden Dieffenwierth, 

Carina M Holt, Caleb S 
Thompson, Norah M Tracy, 
Alexis M Yap

Grafton
Chloe M Bergeron, 

Kyra R Brown, Tessa M 
Cacciapouti, Linda M 
Casey, Kaylee Chen, Taylor 
M Coonan, Tiffany Druker, 
John W Errara, Nicolas A 
Flores, Jasmin Ouweijan, 
Nicholas V Pucillo, Anna 
Y Riley, Hira F Rizvi, Cleo 
Sharon, Liam T Walsh

Holland
Zane L Salameh

Leicester
Johnathon M Beford, 

Erin K Brown, Richard 
Cichowski, Jacob A Cruz, 
Matthew W Direnzo, Alexis 
K Herbert, Deanna Herbert, 
Kayla Kobel, Morgan L 
Merrell, Brendan P Salek, 
Jenna L Savoie, Haley 
M Soden, Julia R Soden, 
Dan H Vuong, Maeve T 
Whittemore

Milford
Ethan Brewis, Lorraine 

T DeSouza, Lauren E 
Flanagan, Kevin Flores, 
Sadrac Gaspard, Edward W 
Hough, Aery Kang, Glenda 
L Nunez Santos, Alicia A 
Pacheco, Kyle A Perry, 
Kristel Ann A Regala

Millville
Emily A Desjardins, 

Jillian F Gross, Emma R 
Maille

North Brookfield
Emily E Brown, 

Jessica L Frigo, Caylie 
E Fuhrmann-Bell, 
Christopher M Halvorsen, 
Sophia Hearnlaye, Nason J 
Omasta, Roan K Testa

North Grafton
Gabrielle A Bobolia, 

Lauren E Bobolia Sr., 
Emma G Boggess, Cassidy 
A Burns, Connor P Garlick, 
Adam Hillerstrom, Brendan 
R Molczyk, Becky S 
Ogello, Bonnie E Williams, 
Ava G Zaleski

North Oxford
Devon V Chhoeun, 

Jennifer L Garajau, Julia 
Obrycki

Northbridge
Katelyn A Barrows, 

Andrew Ceruti, Samantha 
J Driver, Daniel M Fung-
A-Fat, Annika R Holm, 
Izamar Y Laboy, Alexandra 
Y Lambert, Juliette L 
Lannon, Ankita R Sheoran, 
Jayden T Tran

Oxford
Mary A Alliy, Danielle E 

Antwi, Isabella R Capuano, 
Olivia Clarkson, Sophia J 
Cornacchioli, Alexander 
L Duval, Victoria Lemay, 
Ellie M Makowiecki, Kyle 
P McGown, Julie A Mercer, 
Kaylynn E Nolan, Isabella 
M Padilla, Emma M 
Rannikko, Patrick A Reed, 
Hannah Wroblewski

South Grafton
Dominic R Boscia, 

Hollie A Carabba, Sarah 
Elshaarawy, Keyara L 
Jones, Mackenzie M 
Matuzek

Southbridge
Aiden R Brunelle, 

Kirsten L Congdon, Emma 
E Cote, Samuel E Dehoyos, 
Tyler A Ethier, Genesis 

M Gonzalez, Giovanni 
L Hernandez, Payton S 
Leone, Gianaleze O Lopez, 
Evangilina C Melendez, 
Andrea A Melendez Rojas, 
Yerilian K Miranda, Duyen 
T Nguyen, Eyerusalem 
Orlandini, Morgan E 
Schwartz, Ava S Simon, 
Ava G Tougas, Christopher 
S Tyznik, Mya K Veras, 
Natyarie P Villanueva

SPENCER, MA: 
Lawrence O Austria, Allison 
Barham, Amberlyn A 
Brindle, Ariana M Burgos, 
Draven C Casey, Catherine 
A Comeau, Rachel M 
Dorsey, Carrie A Ferreira, 
Cameron J Goodrich, 
Benjamin B Granville, 
Farrah Griffin, Payton G 
Griffin, Lucas K Hafner, 
Matthew J Heffernan, 
Thomas J Heffernan, 
Isabelle Herholz, Kaitlyn 
R O’Neill, Martyna J 
Stolarczyk, Zachary Zephir

Sturbridge
Ian W Anderson, Zachary 

G Beaudoin, Gerson W 
Catun-Teni, Emma J 
Heintz, Isabel Mediavilla, 
Sydney Ng, Alexander 
Ramos, Courtney M Roy, 
Levi Shepard, Heather M 
Sluhocki, Sophie E Werner

Sutton
Ian P Clayton, Caitlin J 

Conley, Madalyn Davagian, 
William H Demers, Angelo 
J Frascolla, Conor J Hickey, 
Sean R Hicks, Kaia M 
Lavine, Madisyn R Lucia, 
Rebecca Manzano Howard, 
Comfort Owusu, Jonathan 
R Rochford, Rielly A 
Sobaleski, Benjamin T 
Szydlik, Danielle M Weaver

Upton
Grayson T Campbell, 

Carlie J Capistran, 
Caydence C Carr, Norah 
Conley, Alexander J Cook, 
Alexander J Guertin, 
Daphne Sweeney

Uxbridge
Mikayla G Baccari, 

Peyton Bly, Emily G 
Capellupo, Anthony L 
Cifizzari, Madison D 
Departie, Jenna M Devine, 
Adam B Ells, Dakota K 
Gelinas, Zachary Goddard, 
Maia G Harris, Tia M 
Jacobs, Isabelle J Kling, 
Lauren C Lachapelle, Ami 
E Lamontagne, Darren J 
Oliver, Marcus R Oliver, 
Samantha M Omar, Marissa 
M Osimo, Brianna M Pare, 
Olivia L Pirrotta, Sadie N 
Schultzberg, Katelyn A 
Silveira

Webster
ShyAnn J Baillargeon, 

Izabella M Bezak, Savannah 
R Bjork, Jayden G Casey, 
Heather Dodd, Camden L 
Heenan, Hlaing T Htoo, 
Madyson J Koziak, Daniela 
A Narvaez, Joel M Norman, 
Kailey E O’Connell, 
Garrett L Papierski, Daniel 
C Parker, Meagan A Peck, 
Riley P Peters, Angel E 
Shenette, Victoria N Spitz, 
Luke Walcek, Isabella L 
Williams

West Brookfield
Elias W Berthel, Jacque 

Boulais, Paige M Dion, 
Laine R Hatstat, Emilio 
Herrie, Abigail E Jolin, 
Hannah R Manzaro, Dallas 
J McDonnell, Katelynn 
Swistak

Whitinsville
Stacy Asante, Gary 

Bunis, Kevin J Cazares 
Aceves, Paige E Chausse, 
Emily R Curley, Cameron 
DeForest, Marie A Delgado, 
Asa M Flannery, Ansha 
Khan, Elizabeth C Kramer, 
Hannah Lomonaco, Caitlyn 
M Mahoney, Agathon E 
Malik, Morgan J Mawn, 
Erin Vierck

Worcester State University announces Dean’s List

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College has 
received a $148,993 grant 
from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts to support 
its Massachusetts Inclusive 
Postsecondary Education 
(MAIPSE) program. 
MAIPSE programs provide 
adults with significant dis-
abilities, ages 18 to 22, with 
integrated access to higher 
education. 

QCC’s MAIPSE pro-
gram provides  resourc-
es to students, including 
textbooks,  laptops  and 
peer support. Peer men-
tors  assist  with  classroom 
navigation, social  engage-
ment  and  completing 
coursework assignments. 
The  funding also sup-
ports  presentations and 
speakers  on topics such as 
neurodiversity. 

“This investment benefits 
students in the program, but 
also the campus communi-
ty because we are all receiv-
ing  education  about  dis-
abilities,”  said  Director 
of Student Accessibility 
Services & Assistive 
Technology Kristen Proctor. 
“Community colleges 
are perfect for MAIPSE 
because having all students 
belonging and learning 
together parallels the  mis-
sion of QCC and embeds 
inclusion into the fabric of 
the college.” 

After partner-
ing with seven local 
schools  for  referrals, the 
MAIPSE program has 
grown to more than 20 stu-
dents,  with signs of con-
tinued growth and demand, 
according to Proctor. 

“ S o m e t i m e s , 

you  don’t  know when you 
have assumptions and bias-
es about students who have 
more significant disabil-
ities. This program helps 
people understand that the 
limitations we put on peo-
ple might not be needed,” 
said Student Accessibility 
Services Coordinator 
Cassandra Estey. 

Many students in the 
MAIPSE program have 
been in self-contained class-
rooms throughout the major-
ity of their lives. Being in a 
QCC classroom offers an 
integrated setting and room 
for growth. Staff who work 
with MAIPSE students 
have noticed an increase in 
their communication skills, 
especially when interacting 
with non-disabled adults in 
the community. Estey noted 
that these interactions can 
improve the communication 
skills of non-disabled adults 
as well, especially those 
coming directly from high 
school. 

Estey has  witnessed  sev-
eral students  find success 
after the MAIPSE pro-
gram, by enrolling  at QCC 
as fully matriculated stu-
dents or going on to obtain 
employment in areas they 
might not have consid-
ered before completing the 
program.  One  such  stu-
dent  gained employ-
ment at Assabet Valley 
Collaborative after  gaining 
interest and skills from a 
psychology course.  

For more information on 
QCC’s MAIPSE program, 
visit  www.QCC.edu/sup-
port/specialized-support/
student-accessibility-ser-
vices.  

REGION — Samaritan’s 
Purse is celebrating a suc-
cessful season after collect-
ing 12.2 million  Operation 
Christmas Child  shoebox 
gifts in 2025, sharing the 
love of Jesus with children 
in need around the world.

 
The milestone reflects the 

generosity of millions of 
shoebox packers helping to 
fill shoebox gifts with toys, 
school supplies and person-
al care items.  Across the 
U.S., the project collected 
10.9 million shoebox gifts 
in 2025. Combined with 
those collected from part-
nering countries, the minis-
try is now sending over 12.2 
million shoebox gifts to 
children worldwide, includ-
ing those whose lives were 
turned upside down by 
Hurricane Melissa, a cate-
gory 5 storm that recently 
struck Jamaica.

 
“Each shoebox gift is an 

opportunity to remind boys 
and girls around the world 
that God loves them,”  said 
Franklin Graham, president 
of Samaritan’s Purse.  “We 
are so thankful for the gen-
erosity of every person who 
packed a shoebox. These 
gifts are bringing joy and 
the hope of the Gospel to 
children in need.”

 
For many children, a 

shoebox gift is the first gift 
they have ever received. 
Each one is a tangible 
expression of God’s love, 

offering hope to children 
facing war, poverty, dis-
ease and disaster. Since 
1993,  Operation Christmas 
Child  has collected and 
delivered more than 244 
million gift-filled shoebox-
es to children in more than 
170 countries and territo-
ries.

 
While local drop-off 

locations are closed until 
National Collection Week, 
Nov. 16 – 23, anyone can 
participate year-round by 
packing a shoebox gift 
online at  samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline. These 
shoebox gifts built online 
go to the hardest-to-reach 
areas in the world—wheth-
er deep jungles, city slums, 
or steep mountainsides.

 
Information about ways 

to get involved year-round 
can also be found at samar-
itanspurse.org/occ.

 
Operation Christmas 

Child, a project of 
Samaritan’s Purse, seeks to 
demonstrate God’s love in 
a tangible way to children 
in need around the world 
and, together with the 
local church worldwide, to 
share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Since 1993, 
Operation Christmas Child 
has collected and delivered 
more than 244 million gift-
filled shoeboxes to children 
in more than 170 countries 
and territories.

F I T C H B U R G 
—  Fitchburg State 
President Donna Hodge 
has announced the students 
who qualified for inclu-
sion on the Dean’s List and 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

A student is placed on the 
Dean’s List for the semester 
if an average grade of 3.20 
or better is attained, and 
the student is attending the 
university full time.

The President’s List hon-
ors students for consistent-
ly high academic achieve-
ment. A student is named 
to the list after achieving 
a 3.75 average in each of 
three successive semesters.

President’s List

Webster
Kaleigh S. Papierski

Dean’s List

Auburn
Arielys Almeyda, Emily 

R. Gillespie, Mackenzie J. 
Mackin, Lukas M. Skalecki

Brimfield
Gabriel A. Rice

Brookfield
Zachary J. Sweet

Charlton
Cassidy M. Bousquet, 

Jordan A. Goulas

Douglas
Hunter G. Dunn

Dudley
August C. Eaton
Alexander Siwik

Fiskdale
Tafari U. Byfield-

Felton, Carsyn M. Knapik, 
Madison M. Luce

Grafton
Joshua R. Miller, 

Elizabeth C. Morin

Groton
Aia A. Almathkhor, Kayla 

R. Hanlon, Christopher J. 
Hickman, Keren J. Noonan, 
Ryan M. Robichaud, Deven 
G. Sorrentino

Holland
Charles L. Moran

Leicester
Paige L. Ward

Milford
Owen S. Archer, Anthony 

L. Oliveira Dalicandro, 
Melvin B. Yupa

Millbury
Lillian J. Bousquet, 

Sophia R. Burrowes, Luke 
Charron, Emma L. McRae, 
Patrick J. Sheehan

Oxford
Susan A. Cicerchia, 

Raegan L. Perreault, 
Aaliyah B. Szkutak

Southbridge
Samuel E. Carrasco, 

Adam L. Fournier, Angelica 
Vega

Spencer
Lucinda M. Asare-

Yeboah, Emilee E. Larson, 
Liam O’Coin, Angelika 
Osowiecki, Braeden M. 
White

Sturbridge
Grace Hope K. Kentsa, 

Vanshika S. Patel

Sutton
Gabriela De Mora 

Cooper, Kerri Grenache, 
Molly J. Jenkins

Upton
Kelsey E. Fournier

Uxbridge
Nathaniel  J . 

Badzmierowski, Jessie 
M. Demalia, Samantha L. 
Jones, Rheannon A. March, 
Rylee A. Spear, Caileen J. 
Wilson

West Brookfield
Juliette R. Boos

Wales
Michael T. Bouthiller

Webster
Salaila L. Lewis, Maya S. 

Ortiz, Zachary C. Sargent, 
Rachael C. Waterson

Whitinsville
Jessica K. Caggiula, 

Nicolas Salamack

Fitchburg State 
announces Dean’s 

and President’s Lists

QCC receives $148,000 
for program to support 
adults with disabilities

Samaritan’s Purse 
celebrates 12.2 

million Operation 
Christmas Child 

shoebox gifts
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
Help Wanted

The Resident Care Facility 
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 167 
North Spencer Road, Spencer, 
MA., has an opening for a part 
time facility cook.
Hourly wage negotiable de-
pending on experience and re-
lated skills 
Requirements: High School 
Diploma or GED. Ability to 
speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to under-
stand written policies and pro-
cedures. Must be able to work 
unsupervised while following 
food safety protocols.
For more information and to apply, 

contact Wally Connor, 
Facility/HR Manager at

 (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or 
by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

Dad, 
thanks 

for 
keeping 
me safe.

L.H

Laborer/Driver
STURBRIDGE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS

The Town of  Sturbridge D.P.W. is accepting ap-
plications to fill a Laborer/Driver Position.  This is 
a full-time position.  Valid Class A or B CDL and 
Equipment Hydraulic License 2A are preferred 
and required within 6 months of  appointment.  
See the Job Description for more information. The 
starting rate for the position is $24.64/hr. Appli-
cations are available at the Sturbridge Municipal 
Garage, New Boston Road Extension, Sturbridge, 
MA or on the Town of  Sturbridge website under 
job opportunities. Applications are due by Febru-
ary 6, 2026.  The Department is a Union shop.  
The Town is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
(EOE).

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

WORCESTER  — 
UMass Chan Medical 
School held its 38th annu-
al tribute to the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Jan. 26, celebrating the 
intersection of healthcare, 
service, and social justice. 
The virtual ceremony was 
highlighted by the recogni-
tion of  Elizabeth Mirekuaa 
Lartey, an alumna and ded-
icated Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy educator, 
and UMass Chan doctoral 
student, as a recipient of 
the  2026 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Student 
Service Recognition Award.

Lartey, a resident of 
Worcester and a second-year 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

(DNP) student at the Tan 
Chingfen Graduate School 
of Nursing, was selected 
from a record-breaking pool 
of nominees. The award 
recognizes students whose 
community-focused proj-
ects and clinical dedication 
significantly advance health 
equity and justice in the 
Worcester area.

“Elizabeth’s work truly 
stood out for its dedication, 
impact, and commitment to 
health equity,” the Service 
Subcommittee noted during 
the selection process. “Her 
efforts honor the endur-
ing legacy of Dr. King by 
advancing justice through 
service to others.”

A career rooted in com-

munity and care
Lartey’s recognition 

comes as she balances a rig-
orous academic load with 
a deep commitment to the 
nursing profession. She cur-
rently serves as a Med/Surg 
Charge Nurse at UMass 
Memorial Medical Center 
and has been a vital men-
tor to the next generation 
of healthcare workers when 
she worked as an Adjunct 
Faculty member at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy. 
With a professional history 
spanning long-term care at 
Life Care Center of Auburn 
to specimen analysis at 
Quest Diagnostics, Lartey 
has consistently focused 
on patient education and 
therapeutic communica-
tion. Her current academic 
work, where she maintains 
a 3.83 GPA, focuses on the 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
specialization to further 
serve the diverse needs of 
Massachusetts families.

Ceremony highlights
The event featured a key-

note address by  Jennifer 
Bradford, MD, assistant 
professor of family medi-
cine and community health, 
who spoke on the impor-
tance of mission-aligned 
impact. Following the 
keynote,  Dean Terence R. 
Flotte presented the service 
awards, emphasizing the 
school’s commitment to Dr. 
King’s vision of a «Beloved 
Community.»

The annual tribute 
remains a cornerstone of 
the UMass Chan calendar, 
reinforcing the institution’s 
mission to prioritize under-
served populations and fos-
ter a culture of inclusive 
excellence in medicine.

About UMass Chan 
Medical School

UMass Chan Medical 
School is the state’s first 
and only public medical 
school, consistently ranked 
as a top-tier institution for 
primary care education and 
a global leader in biomedi-
cal research.

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone 
Bank  has donated $5,000 
to Jeremiah’s Inn to support 
the ongoing operations of 
its Nutrition Center, one of 
the largest food pantries in 
Central Massachusetts. This 
contribution builds on the 
bank’s history of giving to 
the organization, includ-
ing previous donations of 
$5,000 in 2023 and 2024 
for the Nutrition Center 
and additional support for 
the organization’s recovery 
program and food drives.

  This year’s donation 
will help Jeremiah’s Inn 
meet the growing demand 
for nutritious food among 
low-income residents in 
South Worcester, where 
food insecurity has reached 
unprecedented levels. 

In 2024, Jeremiah’s Inn 
served more than 32,000 
individuals, a 30 percent 
increase from the previ-
ous year and a 167 percent 
increase over the past two 
years. At the same time, 
the Worcester County 
Food Bank reduced food 

distributions to the pantry 
by 30 percent, creating a 
critical gap between supply 
and demand. Cornerstone 
Bank’s continued sup-
port ensures that children, 
seniors and families who 
rely on the Nutrition Center 
have access to essential 
meals and resources. 

“Supporting our neigh-
bors in times of need is a 
core part of our mission,” 
said Cornerstone Bank 
CEO Todd Tallman. “We 
are proud to continue our 
partnership with Jeremiah’s 
Inn and help ensure local 
families have access to the 
food they need to grow and 
thrive.” 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of 
a long history of sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking 
model enables a unique 

ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independently 
under its own name and 
brand, provides the high-
est level of service and 
expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with 
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad 
range of deposit and loan 
products and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a tagline, 
but also one of our guiding 
corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstone-
bank.com  or call 800-939-
9103.

Bay Path nurse and 
educator honored at 

UMass Chan Medical 
School’s 38th Annual 

MLK Jr. Tribute

Elizabeth Mirkuaa

Cornerstone Bank supports 
South Worcester families with 

donation to Jeremiah’s Inn

How to Submit
 an Obituary

Guidance in 
Your Time of Need.

Posting an obituary is a meaningful way to honor the 
life of someone who has passed, share the loss with 

the community, and support the grieving process. It 
celebrates their life, family, memories, 

and accomplishments while bringing people together in 
remembrance. An obituary also helps loved ones 

find comfort and closure during a difficult time 
preserves the individual’s story as an 

important part of the family’s history and legacy.

We offer easy placement and publications througout the area
Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.  

Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.
Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less. 

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.
For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less. 

Please note this price is per newspaper.

Send all Obituaries to obits@stonebridgepress.news
If you have any question please call Julie at 508-909-4105

PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com

Stonebride Press Newspapers
Your Local News. In print and online.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

*Quality Colonial with
 24' Great Room
* 2.5 Baths plus 

Rough Plumbing 
for Lower Level

 *Hardwood Floors throughout

DUDLEY-
 7 ACRES

128 Old Southbridge Rd.
NEW PRICE-  $798,50000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
DUDLEY- ONE LEVEL LIVING

CENTRAL AIR

10 Dave’s Way $479,900
WORCESTER- COLONIAL

8 Modred Court $614,900 29-A Chilmark St. $349,000

*Hardwood Floors  *Located in 
Shrewsbury Street Area
*2 Bedroom * 15 Baths

WORCESTER- 
MULTI-LEVEL

*1.5 Baths & Kitchen w/ Dining Area
*Quartz Countertops 

* Finished Family Room
*3 Bedrooms & Sliders
 to the Oversized Deck

*Oversized Two Car Garage 
* Peaceful Views of a 1/2 Acre Lot

*2 Full Baths *Fireplace
*1.38 Acres 

* Private Wooded Setting

CHARLTON- 
FINISHED LOWER LEVEL

50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

*2.5 Baths * Hardwood 
Floors * Fully Finished

 Lower Level with Bonus 
Room * 3 Bedroom

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & 
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

Featured Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island 
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, 

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Astounding Panoramic Views across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all 
windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv-
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet. 
Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.   $ 900,000.

Featured 
Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!

On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its doors with a simple mission: Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its doors with a simple mission: 
to serve our community by helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  to serve our community by helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  

As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express our sincere gratitude for the support of As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express our sincere gratitude for the support of 
our amazing Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities we serve in MA, CT & RI!  our amazing Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities we serve in MA, CT & RI!  

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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WITH KIDS, PROVIDING 
GREAT CARE IS MORE THAN 

PROVIDING GREAT MEDICINE.
Because you can’t impress a child with credentials. Because children don’t really care that your research  

is helping change the world. Because a kid doesn’t care how many degrees you have. Because they  
mostly just think that hospitals are scary places, our first step in the healing process is to cure the fear.  

And that’s another reason we’re the only pediatric hospital of its kind in the region.

ummhealth.org/kids | 855-UMASS-MD

The relentless pursuit of healing ... kids.

Cornelia’s prediction at EcoTarium comes as no surprise

WORCESTER — Monday morning at the EcoTarium, Worcester’s very own weather-predicting groundhog, Cornelia, emerged from her burrow and carefully looked around her 
habitat, sniffing at lettuce and other treats.  Mayor Joe Petty watched Cornelia carefully and then delivered the official Groundhog Day proclamation before a crowd of teachers, stu-
dents, and community leaders. 

“Today, Cornelia has emerged from hibernation to search the ground at the EcoTarium for her shadow, as, like her ancestors before her, Cornelia has acquired the fascinating ability 
to predict the arrival of spring with 50 percent accuracy,” said Petty with a smile.  “I hereby decree that, on this sunny day, Cornelia did in fact see her shadow and thus proclaimed six 
more weeks of winter weather for the City of Worcester, Massachusetts. I urge all citizens to join in the Groundhog Day celebration across the City, and to keep your hats and mittens 
close at hand.” 

The crowd let out a loud moan at the news of more winter.
“No matter the weather, we always embrace the fun of this time-honored tradition,” said Noreen Smith, EcoTarium President & CEO. “This really is Cornelia’s day to shine. While 

most groundhogs were still asleep, Cornelia was hard at work analyzing the conditions and making her forecast.”
Guests were treated to a close-up experience with Cornelia, as her dedicated keeper shared fascinating insights into her daily care: “Cornelia is still shaking off her winter sleepiness, 

as at the EcoTarium, Cornelia does not fully hibernate, although she does slow down between October and March, eating less and sleeping for most of the day. She managed to wake 
up to enjoy breakfast with all of us this morning. She enjoyed a spread of greens and vegetables. After eating, she quickly made herself comfortable again in her toasty nest!” 

The Groundhog Day verdict is in! 

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com


