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Muster Day returns this weekend at Old Sturbndge Vlllage

STURBRIDGE — OId favorite militia company.
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Sturbridge Village is host-
ing their annual Muster Day
this coming Saturday, Sept.
5. This year, they are adding
a 250th twist to their pro-
gramming.

Old Sturbridge Village
will be reenacting the mili-
tia musters that occurred
in 19th-century America.
These musters were a grand
spectacle, with townspeople
coming out to view visiting
militia companies in their
uniforms. Old Sturbridge
Village is inviting visitors
to come and cheer on their

To honor those who
fought in the American
Revolution, the Village
will be recreating a mili-
tary wake and funeral for
Captain Simeon Fiske, a
veteran of the American
Revolution. Visitors will
also be able to talk to mem-
bers of volunteer militia
companies to learn how the
militia of the early 19th cen-
tury connected directly back
to the American Revolution.

Guests will be able to
watch musket and cannon
firing demonstrations, lis-

Putnam Rd. in Charlton.

Charlton Police to host ‘Barks,

Badges & Boots’ community event

CHARLTON — The Charlton Police Department will
give residents an opportunity to meet local first responders
and learn more about several specialized police units during
its upcoming Barks, Badges & Boots community event.

The free, family-oriented event will be held Saturday,
Sept. 12, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H

Members of several Charlton Police Department units will

be on hand to meet residents and provide a closer look at the
equipment and services they use while serving the community.

Among those scheduled to participate are members of the
department’s K9 unit, drone team, detective unit, motorcycle
unit and 911 communications team.

The event is designed to give children and adults an infor-
mal opportunity to meet local first responders while learning
more about the different responsibilities within the Police
Department.

Residents will be able to meet members of the K9 unit and
learn more about the role police dogs play in law enforce-
ment. The department’s drone team will also be represented,
giving visitors a chance to learn about the technology avail-
able to officers during police and public safety operations.

Detectives, motorcycle officers and members of the 911
communications team will also participate, offering resi-
dents a broader look at the people and specialized services
involved in local public safety.

In addition to the public safety displays and activities, free
ice cream will be available from Suzy Qu’s ice cream truck.

The Charlton Police Department is encouraging families
and other community members to stop by, meet their first
responders and enjoy the afternoon.

The event runs from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12,

ten to 19th-century martial
music, learn about militia
reform, purchase ginger-
bread, and more! There
will also be an opportunity
for young visitors to take
up a toy musket and learn

early 19th-century drill and
marching with the militia
officer’s instruction.

This event is included with
standard daytime admission
or Village membership. This
September, we’re offering a

special 50% savings on stan-

dard daytime admission for
seniors aged 60 and over,
making standard daytime
admission $14 for seniors.
Standard daytime admis-
sion is $30 for adults, $15 for

r“' T .

.mul ﬂ

youth (ages four to 17), $15

for college students (with a
valid college ID), and free
for children 3 and under.
Please visit OSV.org for
more information and to pur-
chase tickets for Muster Day.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Southbridge Historical Society will
meet on Wednesday, Sept. 9 at the
Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, 111
Main St., at 7 p.m.

Continuing with our theme for
the 2026 Semiquincentennial, Roger
Desrodiers of Millbury will present
“The Importance of the Declaration of
Independence, Then and Now.”

Desrosiers’ talk will center on three
areas:

Explore the legacy of the Declaration of
Independence with Southbridge Historical Society

Independence necessary?

2. What’s in the Declaration?

3. What was its legacy then, and
since then? In other words, why do
we celebrate a document written 250
years ago, and how has it influenced
not only our country, but the world?

Desrosiers spent most of his 32-year
career at Millbury High School teach-
ing American History and Government.
In 1987, he introduced a civics pro-
gram called “We the People,” and later
became the Massachusetts state coor-

dinator for this program from 2006
through today. In 2015, he created
a nonprofit called the Massachusetts
Center for Civic Education, which
supports the We The People program
and the Project Citizen program.

Desrosiers has also served Millbury
on several committees, and was
co-chair of the Millbury Bicentennial
in 2013, and is a lifetime member of
the Millbury Historical Society.

This free program is open to the

at St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H Putnam Rd., Charlton.

1. Why was the Declaration of

public.

Master Mason Degree ceremony held at Old Sturbndge Village

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE
LODGE
SOUTHBRIDGE

STURBRIDGE — On
Thursday evening, Aug. 20,
Major General Salem Towne
Lodge (MGSTL), together
with the Colonial Craftsman
Club Masonic Degree Team
of Massachusetts, held a 3rd
Degree ceremony on the
common at Old Sturbridge
Village (OSV).

The parking area near
OSV’s bright blue Security
and First Aid building was
filled with cars bearing
license plates from across
New England, reflecting the
strong turnout for this spe-
cial event commemorating
the 250th anniversary of
the founding of our nation.
A security attendant direct-
ed Master Masons to the
main OSV common area.
Although the evening was
warm, cloudy, and muggy,
with scattered showers, the
weather did not discour-
age Master Masons from
attending and participating
in the degree. Brethren from
across New England, along
with representatives from
the Grand Masonic Lodge
in Boston, gathered to take
part in and witness this his-
toric ceremony. MGSTL
members and volunteers

Courtesy Photo

Master Masons from across New England gather before the Salem Towne House for a special event marking the 250th anniversary of the nation’s founding. Behind
the cannon stands Most Worshipful Timothy S. McGavin, Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, holding a white gavel and wearing a colonial hat and purple-
and-gold tassel apron, accompanied by his suite. Also pictured in period clothing are members of the Colonial Craftsman Degree Team, cannoneers from the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts Noble Train Artillery, and members of the Sons of the American Revolution Team.

conducted the special 3rd
Degree in front of the Salem
Towne House, where Master
Masons met 230 years ago.
The Salem Towne House
was built in 1796 in Charlton
for the Towne family, who
were prominent members
of the community. It was
moved to Old Sturbridge

Village in 1952. General
Salem Towne was active
in local affairs, and both he
and his son, Salem Towne,
Jr., were Master Masons. A
dedicated Mason, General
Towne later brought honor
to his hometown through
his skill and knowledge.
According to research

from Masonic genealogy,
Masonic meetings were held
in the Towne family home
from about 1796 to 1804,
drawing Master Masons
from surrounding commu-
nities.

MGSTL members and
volunteers set up part of the
OSV common in front of the

Salem Towne House with
tiki  torches, illuminating
the area and recreating the
atmosphere experienced by
Master Masons of that peri-
od. MGSTL also provided
pop-up tents for shelter in
the event of heavy rain. As
part of the special degree,
cannoneers from the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts
Noble Train Artillery fired
a Revolutionary War-era
cannon, accompanied by a
musket volley from the Sons
of the American Revolution
musket team. Before the 3rd
Degree work began, dinner
was served at the nearby

Turn To MASON page A6
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Shepherd Hill students hosting Tackle the

Stigma SK to promote mental health awareness

Shepherd Hill stu-
dents hosting Tackle
the Stigma 5K to
promote  mental
health awareness

CHARLTON
— The Shepherd
Hill Regional High

School cheerleading
program, in partner-
ship with the Dudley-
Charlton Regional
School District com-
munity, is inviting
residents to lace up
their running shoes

and help break down
barriers surrounding
mental health during
the annual Tackle
the Stigma 5K and
25K Walk/Run on
Saturday, Sept. 27.
The event will

NORTHEAST Serving Connecticut
OIL & PROPANE Since 1971,
SAVERBIGTHIS FALL

HEATING OIL

Limited-Time Pricing While Supplies Last!
Mention Code M83 for your exclusive

EEEEN[E‘AIZEH ERAPY If you're interested
in becoming a
patient of our new
Auburn office scan to

receive more info.

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Longtime Vogue editor Wintour 38. Provided with a quality

5. A Spanish title of respect 40. Samoan monetary unit

10. A way of looking 41. Swiss river

12. Properly 42, Hill (Celtic)

14. Rolled steel 44, Have already done

16. Not down 45. ATM company

18. Law degree 48. Syngman __, Korean president

19. Consume food 50. Very willing

20. Intermediate ecological stage 52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)

22. Old world, new 53. Food listings

23. Dispense justice 55. Bachelor’s place to crash

25. Stiff hair-like structure 56. Big Blue

26. Ethiopia 57. Sports magazine

27. Cool! 58. Relating to a place north of south

28. Father of the equator

30. An enthusiastic devotee of sports 63. Female follower of Bacchus

31. Holm oak 65. A type of laugh

33. Be united 66. Slovenly women

35. Rattling breaths 67. Large jug

37. Supermarket chain

CLUES DOWN

1. Boxing's GOAT 27. Start over

2. Zero 29. Administered

3. Midway between north and 32. Romanian monetary unit
northeast 34. Unit of liquid capacity

4. Concurred 35. Equips with weapons again

5. Added flavor 36. Disney town

6. Amount of time 39. Female deer

7. Eggs of parasitic insects 40. Title of respect

43. A place to go rafting
44. A way to conclude

8. S-shaped moldings
9. Atomic #45

10. _ d’art: small artistic item 46. Type of television
11. A godparent’s “kids” 47. Georgia rockers
13. Nocturnal burrowing lizard 49. Leonhard __, Swiss mathematician
15. Hit lightly 51. Slang for gun
17. Aircrafts 54. River in Bosnia and Herzegovina
18. Witness 59. Bar bill
21. Alluding to something 60. Small, gray-headed crow
23, Take to the limit 61. Frozen water
24, Baglike structure in a plant or 62. Norwegian krone
animal 64. Commercial
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begin at 10 a.m. at
the Shepherd Hill
football field and
is designed to raise
awareness  about
mental health and
mental  wellness
while encouraging
open conversations
throughout the local
community.
Organizers hope
participants of all
ages will come
together to demon-
strate support for
those facing mental
health  challenges
and reinforce the
message that no one
has to struggle alone.

"This event is very
important to us as we
work to raise aware-
ness about mental
health and mental
wellness throughout
our local communi-
ty," organizers said
in announcing the
event.

The walk and run
carries the theme,
"Run toward aware-
ness, stand up for
support, and tackle
the stigma one mile
at a time," reflecting
its focus on educa-
tion, compassion and
community involve-
ment.

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

$600,000, Masonic Home Rd, Cayer,
Richard, to Trolley Crossing Road LLC.

$599,000, 39 Hycrest Rd, Bahary,
Shapiullah, and Farooqui, Fatima, to Sessa,
William A, and Sessa, Annalicia.

$564,900, 6 Marrissa Cir, Popsuj, Paul J,
and Popsuj, Christy, to Maraglia, Tyler, and

Dunnell, Selena.

$560,000, 65 Old Spencer Rd, Bowlin,
Robert J, and Bowlin, Renee J, to Monk,
Martin, and Monk, Amber.

$385,000, 94 City Depot Rd, Slipp-
Punches, Victoria B, and Punches, John L,
to Boehnke, Olivia, and Blake, Dale A.

$310,000, 8 Pumpkin Ln, Guertin
Eleonore L Est, and Guertin, Donald, to
Whiteacre Properties LLC.

HOLLAND
none
SOUTHBRIDGE

$368,000, 220 Marcy St, Nunez, Pamela,

to Otfinoski, Nathan.
119 Dennison Cross Rd,

$334,000,

Owaka, Brian, and Lemieux, Jennifer, to
Cabrera, Gilmarie O, and Garcia Jr, Luis.

$10,000, 127 Cliff St, Lee Holdings Rt
LLC, to Elm St Holdings Rt LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$520,000, 66 Steeple Vw #66, Rogalski,
Andrew T, and Rogalski, Sandra A, to Louis
M Sugrue 2011 T, and Sugrue, Lois M.

$410,000, 27 Valley Rd, New Boston
Road Rt, and Jolin, Brian P, to Voellings,
Carl, and Voellings, Linda.

$360,000, 516 Leadmine Rd, Campbell,
Bradford L, to Rennie, Cheryl A.

Pets Are People Too
Professional in home pet care

« Daily Walks And Potty Breaks

« Overnight & Vacation Care

« 20 Years Experience In The Veterinary Field
« Certified Veterinary Assistant

« Fully Insured

Call or text 774-402-2383
www.petsarepeopletoopc.com

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks «Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches ¢ Typewriters «Sewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps » Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives «Hunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
« Video Games » Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Mental health
advocates  contin-
ue to emphasize
the importance of
reducing the stigma
surrounding anxiety,
depression and other
mental health con-
ditions, which can
often prevent indi-
viduals from seeking
help. Community
events such as Tackle
the Stigma aim to
create a welcoming
environment where
conversations about
mental wellness are
encouraged and sup-
port resources are
highlighted.

In addition to pro-
viding an opportuni-
ty for exercise and
community engage-
ment, the event
serves as a reminder
that mental health is
an important part of
overall well-being.
Organizers hope the
day will inspire par-
ticipants to check in
with friends, family
members and neigh-
bors while promoting
a culture of under-
standing and accep-
tance.

The Shepherd Hill
cheerleaders have
made mental health
awareness a priority,
using the event to
unite students, fam-
ilies, educators and
community members
around a common
cause. By bringing
together participants
from across Dudley,
Charlton and sur-
rounding commu-
nities, they hope to
build momentum for
ongoing conversa-
tions that extend well
beyond race day.

Whether partici-
pants choose the full
S-kilometer course or
the shorter 2.5-kilo-
meter walk/run, orga-
nizers say every step
represents a commit-
ment to supporting
mental wellness and
reminding those who
may be struggling
that help is available.

Registration
information and
additional event
details are expect-
ed to be available
through  Shepherd
Hill Regional High
School and the
Dudley-Charlton
Regional  School
District as the event
approaches.
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VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ......oceveeererrerreereens 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....coooveveeieenineneeeseseenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)

Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHOOLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6838
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326
HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and 1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00
WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12
closed Fri & Sun

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
*Faith Baptist Church,
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
Phone number 508-764-6132,
Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.
¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
¢ New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
* Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
*St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St., Sturbridge
508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

The Library will be closed Monday,
September 7 for Labor Day.

Basic Tech Help - Wednesdays from
5:00pm to 7:00pm. Free tech assistance.
Bring your own device or use our avail-
able computers. Making an appointment
is encouraged.

STORY TIMES

Fall Baby Time - Mondays at 10:45am.
September 14 through November 23. A
story time designed specifically for chil-
dren 2 years and under.

Fall Toddler Time - Tuesdays at
10:45am. September 1 through November
24. A play-based story time where each
week brings something different.

Fall Story Time - Fridays at 10:45am.
September 4 through November 27.
Stories, songs, rhymes, and a craft.
Designed for children ages 3 to 5 but
open to all kids.

BOOK GROUPS

Armchair Travelers Book Group -
Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30pm.
This month’s book is “The Searcher” by
Tana French. The discussion will be led
by Sandra Gibson-Quigley. Books are
available at the library.

Afternoon Book Group - Tuesday,
September 22 at 1:00pm. This month’s
book is “The Astral Library” by Kate
Quinn. Books are available at the library.

World Building Book Club - Tuesday,
September 22 at 6:30pm. This month’s
book is “The Night Circus” by Erin
Morgenstern. Books are available at the
library.

EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

Back to School Scavenger Hunt - Stop
by the Children’s Room any time during
the month of September, complete the
scavenger hunt and earn a small prize.

Make-It Mondays - Toadstool Lantern.
Monday, September 14 at 3:30pm. We
will be transforming a simple jar into
a glowing toadstool with tea lights and

wiggle eyes. For children ages 7 to 12.
Registration is required. Children must
be accompanied by an adult caregiver.

Pokemon Club - Thursday, September
17 at 6:00pm. Themed activities and fun!
Kids can bring their cards if they would
like.

Author Manisha Sinha: The Rise and
Fall of the Second American Republic:
Reconstruction, 1860-1920 - At the
Senior Center. Thursday, September
24 at 7:00pm. From the University of
Connecticut, historian Manisha Sinha has
written major books on American history,
slavery, abolition, and Reconstruction.

Make-It Mondays - Monday, September
28 at 3:30pm. Join the Library for a fun
an creative craft. For children ages 7 to
12. Registration is required. Children
must be accompanied by an adult care-
giver.

“Death on Mount Washington” with
Author Randy Minetor - Virtual. Monday,
September 28 at 7:00pm. Author Randy
Minetor will discuss her book “Death on
Mount Washington: Stories of Accidents
and Foolhardiness on the Northeast’s

Town of Charlton accepting applications for

Opioid Settlement Funds Grant Program

CHARLTON
— The Town of
Charlton is accept-
ing applications for
funding through
the Town's Opioid
Settlement Funds
Grant Program.

The purpose of
this program is to
support initiatives
that prevent opi-
oid misuse, expand
access to treatment
and recovery ser-
vices, reduce the
harms  associat-
ed with substance
use disorders, and
improve the health
and well-being of

Charlton

HARRISONBURG,
Va. —  Emily
Brodeur of Charlton
has enrolled at
James  Madison
University for the

Charlton residents.
Funding is made
available through
the Town's allo-
cation of national
opioid settlement
funds and must be
used for eligible
purposes consistent
with applicable set-
tlement agreements
and guidance.
Funding may be
requested to a max-
imum of $2,500
per applicant. Final
awards will be dis-
tributed based on
available funding
as well as demon-
strated need and

major in Nursing -
BSN.

Founded in 1908,
James  Madison
University is a pub-
lic university locat-

community impact.  services
Eligible appli- o Harm reduction
cants may include:  initiatives

o Nonprofit orga-
nizations

o Educational
institutions

o Healthcare pro-
viders

o Community-
based organizations

o Other orga-
nizations serving
Charlton residents

Projects = may
include, but are not
limited to:

o Prevention and
education programs

o Treatment and
recovery  support

JMU is one of the
nation's  leading
lights in higher edu-
cation, where stu-
dents enjoy engag-
ing relationships

o First respond-
er or public safety
initiatives related to
opioid response

o Behavioral
health and mental
health services

o Community
outreach and sup-
port programs

o Data collec-
tion, evaluation,
and other evi-
dence-based strat-
egies that address
opioid use disor-
der

Applications

student enrolls at James Madison University

education innova-
tion and support
advanced research.
With state-of-the
art amenities and
facilities, students

will be evaluated

tions may not be

based on demon- considered.

strated commu-

Highest Peak”. Registration is required.

Spark Notes: A Couple’s Guide
to  Menopause, Intimacy, and
Communication. Virtual. Tuesday,

September 29 at 6:00pm. Midlife brings
real physical changes, and if you are only
talking about them with your doctor or
friends, you are missing half the picture.
Join Kelly Tull, WHNP-BC, menopause
and sexual health specialist, and her
husband Adam for a couples-focused
evening. Registration is required.

Al Literacy for All - Wednesday,
September 30 at 6:30pm. What is Al
and how is it being used today are just
a few of the topics that will be covered.
Presented by Tim Hagberg. Registration
is required.

ASPHALT PAVING

~

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

when no one

is looking.” _BBB.
Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

r"Qualil: counts
T d

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &%
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

k Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator J

nity need, align-
ment with eligible
opioid settlement
uses, measurable
outcomes, organi-
zational capacity,
and the anticipated
impact on Charlton
residents.
Completed appli-
cations and all
required supporting
documentation for
the first round of
this grant program
must be submitted
by Aug. 31. Late or
incomplete applica-

¢ LiceNsED &

1 athletics. JMU
also has the high-
est post-graduation
job levels of all
Virginia colleges.

B+UI'L+D+E*R
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‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .
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Quality Building Since 1985

INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

fall 2026 semester. ed in Virginia's with world-class have access to
Brodeur plans to Shenandoah Valley. faculty who drive NCAA Division
LABRADOR Explore Prince Edward Island
RETRIEVER This Summer or Fall
PUP PIES FOR SALE Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
Family Raised This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
First shots views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.

black, yellow and chocolate
Ready to go to their forever
homes Sept 16th « $1200

Call Jeff at 508-341-4845
leave message or text.

Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

[—
VIsA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured

++ # Friday’s Child # + +

Age 16
Registration #9468

Massachusetts.

A ai\\

==

putting them back together. He is currently in the process of fixing his scoot-
er, which is one of his favorite activities. If Jacob could ride his scooter every
day, he absolutely would! When he’s not out riding, Jacob enjoys a variety
of activities that keep him entertained and active. He loves playing video
games, listening to rap and hip-hop, playing sports, and going hiking. Jacob
enjoys being on the move and having opportunities to explore and try new
things. His determination and hands-
he approaches projects and hobbies that interest him. With his resilience,
sense of humor, and wide range of interests, Jacob is a unique and engag-
ing young man who brings plenty of personality to everything he does.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/54938075946

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

Jacob is a resilient,
driven, and fun-lov-
ing young man with
an amazing sense
of humor. He has a
great personality and
knows how to bring
laughter and energy
to the people around
him. Jacob is natu-
rally curious and has
a knack for mechan-
ics, especially when it
comes to figuring out
how things work and

on nature shine through in the way
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Building trust beyond

an emergency call

Most interactions with police officers and
other first responders happen when something
has gone wrong.

Someone has been involved in an accident.
A family needs help. A crime has occurred. An
alarm has sounded. Someone calls 911 because
there is an emergency and assistance is needed
immediately.

That makes events such as the Charlton
Police Department’s upcoming Barks, Badges
& Boots gathering particularly valuable.

The Sept. 12 event at St. Joseph’s Church
gives residents an opportunity to meet the
people behind local public safety services with-
out an emergency providing the introduction.
Families can meet members of the department’s
K9 unit, drone team, detective unit, motorcycle
unit and 911 communications team while get-
ting a better understanding of what each does
for the community.

That type of familiarity matters. For children
especially, meeting a police officer in a relaxed
environment can help establish an important
connection. Instead of a uniform representing
something unfamiliar or intimidating, there is a
person behind it. A child can ask questions, see
equipment up close and perhaps meet a police
dog while learning that first responders are
people they can approach when they need help.

Adults can benefit from the same opportunity.
Modern police departments perform consid-
erably more varied work than many residents
encounter during their daily lives. Specialized
units, communications personnel and new tech-
nology all play roles in responding to emergen-
cies, investigating incidents and protecting the
public.

The inclusion of the 911 communications
team is particularly worthwhile. Dispatchers are
often the first people residents encounter during
an emergency, even though they may never see
the person on the other end of the telephone.
Their ability to gather information, calm callers
and coordinate the appropriate response is an
essential part of the public safety system.

Likewise, opportunities to learn about tools
such as police drones can help residents better
understand how technology is being incorpo-
rated into emergency response and law enforce-
ment.

Community policing is sometimes discussed
as though it were a complicated philosophy. At
its foundation, however, much of it comes down
to relationships.

Residents should know the people who serve
their community, and police officers should
have opportunities to interact with residents
outside of traffic stops, investigations and emer-
gencies.

Those relationships cannot be created by a
single afternoon event, of course. Trust develops
over time and depends upon professionalism,
accountability, communication and consistent
service. But informal gatherings can contribute
to that process by creating opportunities for
conversations that otherwise might never occur.

There is also something distinctly appropriate
about making such an event family-oriented.

Public safety is a community responsibil-
ity, and introducing younger residents to the
people who provide those services can foster
greater understanding of how a town works.
A child who comes primarily to see the K9
unit or enjoy some free ice cream may leave
knowing a little more about the people who
answer emergency calls in Charlton. That is
a worthwhile outcome.

Barks, Badges & Boots will offer plenty of
equipment to examine and specialized units to
learn about. There will also be free ice cream,
which rarely hurts attendance at a community
gathering.

But the most important part of the afternoon
will probably be considerably simpler: residents
and first responders having conversations, ask-
ing questions and getting to know one another.

Strong communities are built through
those small connections. Sometimes, they
can begin with a badge, a police dog and an
ice cream cone.

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purposes
of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the author’s
name and the town in which they
reside will be published. Letters sub-
mitted without all of the required
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

OPINION

How can you plan for incapacity?

We all hope
to enjoy long,
healthy lives,
retaining the

ability to think
clearly and make
our own deci-
sions. But life
doesn’t always
work out that
way — which is
why you need
to prepare for a
potential inca-
pacity that could
affect your inde-

it won’t go into
effect until a
licensed physi-
cian declares in
writing that the
person  grant-
ing the power
of attorney is
indeed incapaci-
tated. This could
cause a problem
if your chosen
agent needs to
act quickly on
your behalf. It’s
because of this

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

pendence  and potential delay
possibly create that a durable
financial prob- power of attor-
lems for your fam- ney is often
ily. favored over a springing power of attorney. However,

So, in thinking about incapacity planning, you may want
to consider the following arrangements:

e Health care power of attorney — When you establish
a health care power of attorney, you name someone, such
as a spouse or adult child, to make medical decisions on
your behalf, should you become incapable of making them
on your own due to disability or illness. These decisions
include choosing doctors, treatments, and care facilities.

e Financial power of attorney — With a financial power
of attorney, you designate someone to assume a variety of
duties for you in case you become incapacitated. These
tasks include investing, selling property, paying bills and
debts, collecting Social Security benefits, and adding or
changing insurance policies.

When establishing a health care or financial power of
attorney, you may need to decide whether it’s “durable” or
“springing.” A durable power of attorney typically takes
effect immediately after you sign it, have it notarized and
witnessed. So, the person you’ve chosen to have power of
attorney — sometimes called an “agent” — can act on your
behalf whenever you choose. On the other hand, you could
select a power of attorney that “springs” into effect only
when you become incapacitated — hence, the “springing”
designation.

One issue affecting a springing power of attorney
involves the speed with which it can be enacted. Generally,

everyone’s circumstances are different, so if you have a
choice between a durable or springing power of attorney,
you may want to consult with an estate-planning profes-
sional for guidance.

Apart from the health care and financial powers of
attorney, you may also want to consider one other inca-
pacity-related legal document — a living will. When you
establish a living will, you describe the steps you would
or wouldn’t want taken to keep you alive, along with other
medical decisions, including pain management and organ
donation. Obviously, the decision to create a living will is
highly personal, involving your feelings about self-suffi-
ciency and the circumstances that define the quality of life
you wish to have. But the mere fact of having a living will
can relieve your loved ones of having to make potentially
agonizing decisions.

Planning for an incapacity may not be the most pleasant
task — but it’s an important one. Of course, you may never
become incapacitated at all, but by making the proper
arrangements, you can make things easier for yourself and
your family — just in case.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor in
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

The disappearing art of

knowing how to get there

I have reached the
age when I occasion-
ally give directions
that are completely

useless to anyone
under 40.
“Go down past

where the old hard-
ware store used to
be, take a right at the
building that was the

LLANTERNS ALONG
MAIN STREET

tion. I remembered
the turns. I noticed
the landmarks. I built
a little map in my
head. Now I follow
the blue line. Turn
left in 500 feet. Turn
right at the light.
Continue for 2.3
miles. I obey without
learning anything.

bank, and if you get
to the old gas station,
you’ve gone too far.”

Perfectly clear. At
least to me.

The problem is that
the hardware store
has been gone for 15 years, the bank became a dentist’s
office and the gas station is now an empty lot. This is how
directions used to work in small towns. Nobody needed a
street address. You needed landmarks. Turn by the white
church. Go past the cemetery. Take the second left after the
school. If you see the pond, you missed it.

Some directions required an advanced understanding of
local history. “Take the road behind Johnson’s.” Johnson’s
had closed in 1987, but everybody still called the build-
ing Johnson’s because nobody could remember what had
replaced it.

Today, of course, we have GPS. You type an address into
your phone and a pleasant voice tells you exactly where to
go. Usually.

I have developed a complicated relationship with this
woman. | appreciate her assistance, but I question some of
her decisions. She occasionally attempts to send me down
roads that no sensible Massachusetts resident would volun-
tarily travel. I have looked at certain suggested turns and
thought, “You clearly aren't from around here.”

There are roads in New England that technically qualify
as roads but should not be treated as such. They might
appear on a map as perfectly reasonable shortcuts. What
the map does not explain is that the pavement ends half-
way through, there is a bridge that looks as though Calvin
Coolidge personally inspected it, and the final mile is wide
enough for approximately three-quarters of a Subaru.

A local knows better. The GPS does not.

What fascinates me most is how quickly I have surren-
dered my own sense of direction. There are places I have
driven to several times, yet I could not find them again
without my phone. That bothers me.

Years ago, if I drove somewhere once, I paid atten-

By CHARLES

Sometimes, I won-
der what would hap-
pen if the satellites
disappeared tomor-
row. I suspect mil-
lions of Americans
would simply remain
wherever they happened to be. There would be people
stranded at supermarkets three miles from their houses.

“Do you know how to get home?”

“No, but I think I live northeast of here.”

My generation likes to complain that younger people
cannot get anywhere without GPS, but we should probably
be careful with that accusation. We are becoming equally
dependent. The difference is that we remember when get-
ting lost was part of going somewhere. You could make a
wrong turn and drive five miles before admitting some-
thing wasn't right.

This inevitably led to one person in the car saying, “I
thought you knew where you were going.” That sentence
has probably ended more pleasant Sunday drives than flat
tires. Naturally, nobody wanted to stop and ask for direc-
tions. That would have required admitting defeat. Instead,
we drove around confidently while having absolutely no
idea where we were. Eventually, you found a convenience
store, a police station or somebody standing beside a mail-
box. The directions you received might include three roads
that had changed names, a barn that had burned down and
somebody named Earl. Yet somehow, you got there.

I don't want to give up GPS. It is one of those inventions
that is undeniably useful, and I have no desire to return
to unfolding a road map across the steering wheel while
traveling 55 miles per hour. But every once in a while,
when I am heading somewhere familiar, I leave the phone
alone. I make myself remember. Past the church. Left at the
common. Over the little bridge. Right where the old store
used to be.

Somewhere along the way, I usually realize that I still
know where I am. And I rather like that feeling.
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Southbridge Public Schools ofters

meals at no cost for students

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge
Public Schools participates in the
National School Lunch Program and
the School Breakfast Program. As
part of this program, all schools offer
healthy meals every school day at no
cost to the students due to the imple-
mentation of the Community Eligibility
Provision for school year 2026-2027.
Students receive breakfast and lunch at
school without having to pay a fee or
submit a household application.

Non-Discrimination Statement:

In accordance with federal civil
rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex
(including gender identity and sexual
orientation), disability, age, or repri-
sal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity.

Program information may be made

available in languages other than
English. Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means of commu-
nication to obtain program informa-
tion (e.g., Braille, large print, audio-
tape, American Sign Language), should
contact the responsible state or local
agency that administers the program
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or con-
tact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination
complaint, a Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which
can be obtained online at: https:/www.
usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
USDA-OASCR%20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-
28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA
office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The
letter must contain the complainant’s

University of Rhode Island

celebrates new graduates

during 2026 Commencement

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University
of Rhode Island celebrated more
4,000 of its newest alumni during the
University’s 2026 Commencement.
Approximately 3,800 undergraduate
degrees and 900 graduate degrees were
conveyed to students during the cere-
monies which took place May 15-17.

Among the graduates were:

Haley Willitts of Fiskdale graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in Animal
and Veterinary Science

Elise Mazeika of Sturbridge grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science in
Marine Affairs

Vanessa Ricci of Brimfield graduated
with a Doctor of Pharmacy

Yetzabeth  Beltre = Colon  of
Southbridge was among the graduates,
receiving a Bachelor of Arts, Public
Relations

Cristina Sage of Charlton graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in Animal
and Veterinary Science

Kyle Norberg of Charlton graduated

with a Bachelor of Science in Chemical
Engineering

About the University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is a
diverse and dynamic community whose
members are connected by a common
quest for knowledge. As a global edu-
cation leader and the state of Rhode
Island’s flagship public research insti-
tution, URI offers distinctive oppor-
tunities designed to meet the global
challenges of today’s world and the
rapidly evolving needs of tomorrow.
Founded in 1892, URI now enrolls
more than 18,000 students and offers
more than 200 degree programs across
nine schools and colleges. As a land-
and sea-grant institution, URI is a key
driver of economic development in
Rhode Island and contributes signifi-
cantly to the health and vitality of the
state, the New England region, and the
nation. To learn more, visit: uri.edu.

Applications welcome for Southbridge

Cultural Council grants

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge
Cultural Council announces that appli-
cations for the 2027 grant funding
cycle will become available only online
to www.massculturalcouncil.org.

The official submission cycle for 2027
begins on Sept. 1, and ends on Oct. 15 at
11.59 p.m. No applications are accept-
ed after the official deadline estab-
lished by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, Boston. Officially required
is that all 2027 applicants review and
understand the Massachusetts Cultural
Council and the Southbridge Cultural
Council specific criteria online before
submission of the grant application.

The Southbridge Cultural Council

(SCC),alocal agency,is part of the over-
all grant program of the Massachusetts
Cultural Council (MCC), a state agen-
cy, providing grant allocations to each
of the 351 cities and towns of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in
support of cultural activities in their
respective areas. The Massachusetts
Cultural Council is funded by the
Massachusetts Legislature and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

For questions of the 2027 grant cycle,
please call Michelle LeBoeuf, SCC
Chairperson at 508-764-4803 or Ted
Bartlett, SCC Treasurer at 508-764-
7909.

Bay Path Continuing Education’s

fall catalog available

CHARLTON — We are excited to
announce that the Fall 2026 catalog is now
available at www.baypath.net/bpce. There
is something for everyone, featuring offer-
ings in trades exam preparations, continu-
ing education, professional development,
health & wellness, art, food & entertaining,
financial wellness, and much more.

Here are some of the new classes avail-
able:

* Basket Weaving

* Breadmaking and more

* Gluten-Free Pasta Making

* Japanese Ikebana Flower Design

* Professional Writing

* Tai Chi

* and more

Additionally, we have returning favorites
including:

e Line Dancing

¢ Ballroom Dancing

* Stained Glass Making

* Bob Ross Art Classes

* Yoga for All

* Classes for Two People to Take Together

Registration Opens on July 20 — Make
sure to sign up early for the classes that

catch your interest so you don’t miss this
opportunity! You can reach us at www.
baypath.net/bpce or call 508-248-5971, ext.
1715. Bay Path has been providing engag-
ing adult continuing education classes for
the past 30 years, conveniently located at 57
Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton.

name, address, telephone number, and
a written description of the alleged dis-
criminatory action in sufficient detail
to inform the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature
and date of an alleged civil rights vio-
lation. The completed AD-3027 form or
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-
7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportu-
nity provider.

Plant with Purpose, design with

nature: Native plant garden design
with Southbridge Garden Club

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge
Garden Club is delighted to host Nikki
Howell of Lady Fern Farm for a special
presentation on Tuesday, Sept. 15, at
1:30 p.m. at the Jacob Edwards Library
in Southbridge.

In her talk, "Plant with Purpose, Design
with Nature," Howell will explore how
to cultivate beautiful, resilient land-
scapes that support local pollinators
and restore vital ecosystems. Attendees
will be introduced to the core principles
of ecological garden design, including
native plant selection, structural layer-
ing, and site-specific planning—skills
applicable to home gardens, community
spaces, and large-scale restoration proj-
ects alike.

Lady Fern Farm is a woman-owned
nursery dedicated to cultivating
Northeast native plants and offering
enriching educational workshops.
Howell, the owner and founder, brings
a wealth of experience to the field with
a degree in Sustainable Agriculture and
years spent farming in the landscapes of

Tuscany and Long Island. After return-
ing to Worcester, she turned her passion
for organic gardening into a mission to
preserve biodiversity. Her work at Lady
Fern Farm champions the ecological
resilience of native species, emphasiz-
ing their co-evolution with local wildlife
and their essential role in our environ-
ment.

The Southbridge Garden Club is a
regional organization that welcomes
members from across the local commu-
nity. The Club meets monthly for hor-
ticultural programs, garden tours, and
seasonal events, including its popular
annual Plant Sale in May and Holiday
Greens Sale in December. Their mission
is "to share an interest in horticulture
and to expand our knowledge of gar-
dening for our mutual benefit and that
of our local communities."

This program is free and open to the
public, though registration is required.
To reserve your spot, please visit jac-
obedwardslibrary.org or call the library
at 508-764-5426.

Wales Community Pantry

announces first-ever

fundraising golf tournament

FISKDALE — The Wales Community
Pantry today announced its first annual
fundraising golf tournament, inviting
the community to swing for a cause that
hits close to home. The event will take
place on Saturday, Oct. 3, with a 9 a.m.
start at Hemlock Ridge Golf Course in
Fiskdale.

This is more than a day on the course.
It is a chance to stand with neighbors
and families who face the stress of
not knowing whether there will be
enough food for dinner. Or breakfast.
In just the past two years, the number
of people the pantry serves has roughly
tripled. Hundreds of families across
Brimfield, Holland, Wales, and more
than 20 surrounding communities now
rely on the pantry for nutritious food
provided with dignity. The pantry also
sends weekend food home with 85 ele-
mentary students through its Backpack
Program and delivers to more than 40
homebound neighbors.

In the immediate area there are no
grocery stores and limited public trans-
portation, making the pantry a critical
lifeline. Rising costs of food, housing,
and healthcare continue to push more
households to seek help. The tourna-
ment will feature food, prizes, and the
chance to make a tangible difference.

“Golf is fun, but this day is about
something bigger,” said Dave Sweeney,
Executive Director of the Wales
Community Pantry. “Every player,

sponsor, and volunteer helps us keep
food on the shelves for families who
need it. We’re grateful for the commu-
nity’s support and excited to grow this

Got Space?

event into an annual tradition.”

Event Details

e Date & Time: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9
a.m. start

e Location: Hemlock Ridge Golf
Course, Fiskdale

e Includes: Golf, food, and prizes

e Registration:  https://bit.ly/

WalesGolfFundraiser
J Sponsorships: Available
at multiple levels. Contact

WalesCommunityFoodPantry @ gmail.
com or visit the golf tournament regis-
tration page for more details.

Players, sponsors, and volunteers
are encouraged to sign up early.
Sponsorship opportunities offer vis-
ibility while directly supporting the
pantry’s mission. For more informa-
tion or to discuss sponsorship, email
WalesCommunityFoodPantry @ gmail.
com or visit the golf tournament regis-
tration page for more details.

About the Wales Community Pantry

The Wales Community Pantry pro-
vides nutritious food with dignity to
families, seniors, veterans, people
with disabilities, working households,
and children in Brimfield, Holland,
Wales, and surrounding communities in
western Massachusetts. Through open
pantry hours, home delivery, and a
Weekend Backpack Program, the pan-
try serves as a vital resource in an
area with limited access to grocery
stores. For more information, visit
the pantry’s Facebook page or email
WalesCommunityFoodPantry @ gmail.
com.

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308 « mikaela@astonebridgepress.news
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Annual members show on display at Ruth Wells Center

SOUTHBRIDGE
— We are very
excited to pres-

ent our annual at the Ruth
members show Wells Center
in September for the Arts,

BUILDING

continued from page Al
Bullard Tavern and
enjoyed by those in
attendance.

The degree includ-
ed several unusual
and memorable ele-
ments, including a
wagon and cemetery
scene. The walk to
the cemetery was
eerie yet exciting,
with tiki torches pro-
viding the only light
along the cart road.
The final portion
of the degree was
completed inside
the nearby Meeting
House. With its
soaring steeple, large
front pillars, tradi-
tional pews, echoing
acoustics, and creak-
ing floorboards, the
building captured
the feel of an old
New England meet-
ing house and helped
transport  attend-
ees back in time.
One Master Mason
called it one of the
most memorable

Courtesy

Members of the Noble Train of Artillery fire a Revolutionary War-era
cannon in front of the Salem Towne House before the ceremony begins.

Courtesy
The cart road and cemetery, lined with tiki torches, with the Meeting
House visible just before dusk.
non and musket fire
and chiming steeple
bell to the candlelit

ceremonies he had
ever witnessed, not-
ing that the execu-

tion and atmosphere
could not have been
better. From the can-

Courtesy

Most Worshipful Timothy S. McGavin, Grand
Master of Masons in Massachusetts, fires one of
the cannon volleys that opened the ceremony.

tiki torches and
illuminated cem-
etery, every detail
added to a haunt-
ingly beautiful and
historically fitting
setting. We extend
our sincere apprecia-
tion to Brother Sean
LeBlanc of Major
General Salem
Towne Lodge for
leading and coordi-
nating this outstand-
ing event, and to all
the Master Masons
who  volunteered
and participated in

this special degree.
Special thanks also
go to Sandie and
Derek Heidemann,
Directors of
Research, Curatorial,
and Preservation at
OSV, for their assis-
tance in making
this a memorable
occasion. For more
information about
Freemasonry or to
find a lodge near
you, please visit our
official Web site at
www.massfreema-

sonry.org.

111 Main St.
Southbridge.
The Ruth Wells
Center has been
promoting  the
arts since 1997
as the Quinebaug
Valley Council
for the Arts and
Humanities.
Opening
reception  with
refreshments is
Saturday, Sept.
5 from noon to
4 p.m. This is
free and open
to the pub-
lic. The exhibit
will run through
the month of
September. This
is an all-media
show, featuring
fabrics, textiles,
collage, sculp-
ture, mobiles.
We are very
fortunate to have
so many talent-
ed artists in the
area. The exhibit

in

will feature many
styles and medi-

ums. Be sure to
stop in.

Artists partic-
ipating include
Helen Boyle,
Joshua  Boyle,
Liz Carroll,

Laura Cenedella,
He ather
Croteau, Niko
Day, Barbara
Day, Michele
Fontaine, Art
Furtado, Charlie
Gaulin, Corey
Klein, Tiffany
LaMothe,
Barbara O’Brien,

Kevin Provost,
Robert Siciliano,
Lauria Tiberii,
Clay Tull, Jim
Wilton and
Laurel Wolfe.
The Ruth

Wells Center has
changing month-
ly exhibits- all
free and open to
the public.

Community
nnection

For

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308

and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning, emall:
Buy What You Like And I Will Install. mikaela@
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-] stonebridge
Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com press.news

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA i
TEL: 508-347-0116 » Fax: 508-347-6985

4 rse FumberCoylnct
2\ |/ Building Materials & Supplies

°E, Lumber  Insulation * Mouldings
= Drywall » Ceilings * Flooring

VISIT OUR STORE FOR

Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing
| Windows * Doors * Concrete Block
- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber

\ Boards * Timbers * Industrial Lumber
994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line

Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

FieecB00-764-323 1|l b e £ 3 Pe7s]
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER JEWELERS™ EilE
» i ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

REPRGL  Tanks Filled

0-50.cnmrs $4.99 301-500...re $225 10 80%
50-75 vvsvrrrs $3.49 500 PLUS............ $2.10 .
76-150 cuvrvnes $2.95 Duel FUel .ovvrrer $375  Driver
151-300.000s00e $2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Friday price 8/31/26 was $4-75 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” mg_.-gn

*prices subject to change

SeE R

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

,F00

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

ked

Covmies JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

—_—

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com
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Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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St. Anne - St. Patrick Parish introduces family-friendly
schedule for 2026-2027 Faith Formation program

FISKDALE — St. Anne—St. Patrick Parish
is making it easier for families to participate
in both Faith Formation and Sunday Mass
with a newly redesigned class schedule for
the 20262027 program year. By intention-
ally centering its Faith Formation schedule
around the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, the par-
ish hopes families can more easily worship
together while also having more time back in
their Sundays.

“At St. Anne — St. Patrick Parish, we want
to remove obstacles that make it difficult for
families to practice their faith together,” said
Fr. Salvator Musande, Pastor of St. Anne —
St. Patrick Parish. “Our new schedule allows
children to grow in their knowledge and
understanding of the Catholic Faith while
making Sunday Mass something families
can attend together. We warmly invite both
returning and new families to join us.”

Registration is now open for Faith
Formation for students in Kindergarten
through Grade 11. Families are encouraged
to register online by September 6, 2026,
which will help with class planning, although
registration will remain open after that date.

The new class schedule is:

e Grades K—6: Sundays, 8:45-9:45 am.,
before the 10 a.m. Mass.

e Grades 7-11: Sundays, 11:15 a.m~12:30
p-m., after the 10 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation provides children and
teens with age-appropriate instruction in
the Catholic Faith, Sacred Scripture, Prayer,
Christian living, and preparation for the
Sacraments. Online registration is the pre-
ferred registration method and is available on
the parish website. A paper registration form
is also available for families who need one.

For more information or to register, visit

Faith Formation students with leaders in the Parish Center.

www.StAnneStPatrickParish.com or call
508-347-9353.

St. Anne St. Patrick Parish & Shrine is
an active parish community serving the
Sturbridge area and beyond, offering daily
Masses, religious education, and communi-
ty ministries. The shrine grounds welcome
thousands of visitors each year and fea-
ture St. Anne Shrine, Stations of the Cross
and Crucifix, Hall of Saints, Russian Icon
Exhibit, Generations Statue, Angel of Hope
Monument, Memorial for the Unborn, Votive

Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts

names new Director 0f Stmtegic Initiatives

WORCESTER — The Health Foundation
of Central Massachusetts has announced
the appointment of Courtney Pelley as the
organization’s first director of strategic ini-
tiatives.

In this role, Pelley will support the orga-
nization’s advocacy, capacity building,
communications, and community engage-
ment activities, building on The Health
Foundation’s position as a trusted leader on
issues affecting the health and wellbeing of
Central Massachusetts residents.

“Courtney has spent her career working
to advance health equity and address social
determinants of health, which are core to
The Health Foundation’s mission to improve
health in the region,” said Amie Shei, presi-
dent and CEO of The Health Foundation of
Central Massachusetts. “Her expertise will
be invaluable as we leverage our full suite
of philanthropic tools to respond to critical
health challenges and implement a new stra-
tegic plan aimed at deepening our impact.”

Pelley previously served as senior vice
president of external affairs at the Edward
M. Kennedy Community Health Center
where she supported board governance and
led strategic partnerships, government rela-
tions, and advocacy efforts. She served as an
administrative fellow in the Mass General
Brigham system, where she worked closely
with the Center for Community Health and
Health Equity at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital, and is also a Teach for America
alumna.

“Born in Worcester and raised in Leicester,
I am proud to call Central Massachusetts
home,” said Pelley. “It is an honor to join
The Health Foundation team and a privilege
to contribute to its mission. I look forward
to working alongside our partners and com-
munities to strengthen connections, navigate
evolving needs, and advance special initia-
tives that create meaningful, lasting impact
across the region.”

Pelley earned a Bachelor’s degree in neu-
roscience from Wellesley College and a
master’s degree in interpreting and trans-
lation studies with a focus in intercul-
tural services in health care from Wake
Forest University. She was the recipient of
Worcester Academy’s Young Alumni Award
in 2019 and was named one of the Worcester
Business Journal’s 40 Under Forty in 2018.

About The Health Foundation of Central
Massachusetts

The Health Foundation of Central
Massachusetts is dedicated to improving the
health of those who live or work in Central
Massachusetts, with particular emphasis on
vulnerable populations and unmet needs.
Through its unique and impactful approach
to grantmaking, The Health Foundation sup-
ports community-identified health issues,
with health defined broadly to include social
determinants of health and with a focus on
promoting health equity. As a health conver-
sion foundation launched in 1999 following
the sale of the not-for-profit HMO Central
Massachusetts Health Care Inc., The Health
Foundation’s grants have totaled over $62
million to 250 unique organizations over its
history. For more information, visit www.
thfcm.org.

Courtney Pelley

The
Harvest
Is In!

Visit The Farm For:
« Just Baked Pies
. 9ider Donuts * Cheese

FREE

with this coupon and
$8 purchase
Tues. thru Thurs. Only

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA e 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridae - 148 N. Follow sians

LA

lABIIR llAY'

10:00AM-7:00PM

DEALS BETTER tuan

Chapels, weekend Masses celebrated in the
outdoor pavilion during the summer, and a

STORES! [EEEe

G.E. 27 CU. FT
. FRENCH DOO|
s REFRIGERATOR

L oo

FAMOUS-MAKER

OVER-THE-STOVE

RO

o | *220.99
INSTANT

FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

5 CU. FT. CHEST TAMANA WASHER
FREEZER

REG. $239.99

189.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99

*1,399.99

WHITCO

s D
m 2 ' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm

SEPTEMBER
58 o g 13m

BROOKFIELD
ORCHARDS

12 Lincoln Rd.
N Brookfield, MA 01535

MATTRESS SALE!

TWIN: $199 /

(REG. $299)

FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $299

(REG. $499) (REG. $599)

SMOOTH-TOP 21 CU. FT.
STOVE FREEZER

REG. $999.99

$799.99

REG. $699.99

$599.99

OR DRYER

REG. $599.99

*489.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99

$529.99

REG. $699.99

$599.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00

*1199.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR

Courtesy Photo

(@ Locat Foon TRUCKS
6 PICK YOUR OWN APPLES

| 5% WAGON RIDES

J LIVEMUSIC BOTH DAYS!

SNACK BAR

END-OF-SEASON /£ '

BIKE SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,

* Sun: 12 Noon-7pm DlSHWASHERs, and TVS!

religious gift shop open daily from 10 a.m.
-5 pm.
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Gateway Players present Paul Slade Smith’s “The Outsider”

SOUTHBRIDGE  —
Gateway Players Theatre in
Southbridge presents “The
Outsider,” written by Paul
Slade Smith. Performance
dates are Oct. 9, 10, 16, and
18 at 7:30 p.m. and Oct. 18
at 2 p.m.

The performances are

held at Fellowship Hall of
Elm Street Congregational
Church, 61 Elm St. in
Southbridge. Entrance is on
Park Street (around the cor-
ner). Directed by Patrick
Bracken, Produced by Ed
Humphries. Presented by
permission through special

arrangement with Concord
Theatricals, A Dramatists
Play Service Title.

Tickets are $18 for adults
and $15 for seniors and
youth under 18. Tickets
may be reserved by call-
ing Gateway at 508-764-
4531. Online credit card

ticket sales are available
at https://events.ticketleap.
com/tickets/gateway-play-
ers/the-outsider

The Cast features Jordan
Miller, Billy Bolster,
Eric Hart, Elyssa Miller,
Nicole Rawdon, and Peter
Amaral.

LEGALS

Ned Newley doesn’t
even want to be gover-
nor. He’s terrified of public
speaking; his poll numbers
are impressively bad. To
his ever-supportive Chief
of Staff, Ned seems des-
tined to fail. But political
consultant Arthur Vance

sees things differently: Ned
might be the worst candi-
date to ever run for office.
Unless the public is look-
ing for the worst candidate
to ever run for office... A
timely and hilarious come-
dy that skewers politics and
celebrates democracy.

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, Section 39A. that on or after
September 12th, 2026 at Cruise
Control Transportation Inc. the follow-
ing motor vehicle/s will be sold at pri-
vate sale to satisfy our garage keep-
er’'s lien thereon for storage, towing
charges, care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicle:

Vehicle: 2009 Chevrolet Express
Vin: 1GCGG25C691132180
Last Registered Owner:

Andreia Soaresdos S

708 W Fourth St

Plamyra Nj 08065

Vehicle: 2007 Honda Civic
Vin: THGFA16527L057715
Last Registered Owner:
Enver Jose Pauline Brito
27 Vernon St

Worcester MA 01608

Vehicle: 2015 Nissan Altima
Vin: TN4AL3AP1FN906362
Last Registered Owner:
Thomas Steidinger

5 Brackett Terr

Plympton MA 02367

Vehicle: 2007 Honda Accord
Vin: THGCM56777A114313
Last Registered Owner:
Hector Manuel Rodriguez
76 Old Southbridge Rd
Oxford MA 01540

Vehicle: 2007 Infiniti G35
Vin: JNKBV61F47M823869
Last Registered Owner:
Brayan J Crisanto Soza
237 W 167th St #8A

Bronx NY 10452

Vehicle: 2013 Ford Focus
Vin: 1TFADP3F29DL258521
Last Registered Owner:
Maddalena Murray

40 Carriage Path

North Milford CT 06460

Vehicle: 2000 GMC Yukon
Vin: 1GKEK63R7YR206036
Last Registered Owner:
Mark E Meleski

19 Rt 197

Woodstock CT 06281

Vehicle: 2004 Toyota Camry
Vin: 4T1BE32K14U810337
Last Registered Owner:
Adauto Jose De Sousa Filho
94 Hunthill Rd

Waterbury CT 06705-3454

Vehicle: 2001 Suzuki Katana 600
Vin: JSS1TGN79AX12100269

Last Registered Owner:

Gabiriel Colon

23 Wilson St Apt 2

Worcester MA

Vehicle: 2002 Honda CR-V
Vin: SHSRD684X2U001286
Last Registered Owner:
Natscha Ojeda

3845 Bay Shore Cir
Tavares FL 32778

Vehicle: 2000 Chevrolet Suburban
Vin: 3GNFK16T5YG108978

Last Registered Owner:

Tomas A Henriquez

53 Chase Ave 2E

Yonkers NY 10703

August 28, 2026

September 4, 2026

September 11, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Sturbridge Conservation
Commission will hold a public hear-
ing on Thursday, September 10,
2026 at 6:10pm on the 2nd Floor of
the Center Office Building, 301 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 and via
GoTo Meeting, to consider a Notice of
Intent and Stormwater Permit filed by
Ronald Mendez of Graves Engineering,
Inc., pursuant to the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c.
131, §40) and the Town of Sturbridge
Wetlands Protection Bylaw.
The applicant NBM Realty, LLC, seeks
approval to construct two multifamily
residential buildings with associated

appurtenances at 152 Main Street,
Sturbridge, MA.

Remote participation information and
application materials will be posted at
least 48 hours prior to the hearing on
the Conservation Commission web-
page at www.sturbridge.gov/conserva-
tion-commission.

Ed Goodwin

Conservation Commission Chairman
September 4, 2026

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chapter
138, Section 12 of Massachusetts
General Laws of a public hearing to
be held in the Seaver Rice Meeting
Room, first floor of the Town Hall,
41 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA, on
Thursday, September 17, 2026 at
1:00 p.m. during the regular sched-
uled Liquor Licensing Board Meeting
in regard to an application for a new
Liquor License.
This hearing pertains to the Airport
Seafood and Girill, LLC., 220 Access
Rd., Southbridge, MA, 01550. Anyone
wishing to speak will be given the
opportunity to be heard.
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
Town of Southbridge
Liquor Licensing Board September 3,
2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P251 OEA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Mary R. McCormack
Date of Death: 05/31/2026
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication
of Intestacy has been filed by Kerry
H. McCormack of Sturbridge MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Kerry H. McCormack of Sturbridge
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/22/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 24, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 3, 2026

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL/
SOUTHBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provisions
of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5,
the Southbridge Town Council and
Southbridge Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
September 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the

MacKinnon Council Chambers, 41 EIm
Street, Southbridge, MA. The purpose
of the hearing is to receive public
comments and consider modifying the
Southbridge Zoning Bylaw Sections
8.5: Solar as of Right and 8.6: Battery
Energy Storage Systems, as well as
adding a temporary moratorium for
data centers.

A copy of the proposed bylaw chang-
es can be inspected at the Town
Manager’s Office from 8:00am to
4:00pm Monday through Wednesday,
8:00am to 8:00pm Thursday, and
8:00am to 12pm on Friday. Anyone
wishing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.

David Adams, Chair

Southbridge Town Council

David Payeur, Chair

Southbridge Planning Board

August 27, 2026

September 4, 20263

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Christine Diane
MacDonald, Deilya Nap to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Geneva Financial,
LLC, dated July 31, 2023 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
69461, Page 191, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder,
by assignment from:

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Geneva Financial, LLC, its
successors and assigns to JPMorgan
Chase Bank, National Association,
recorded on March 8, 2024, in Book
No. 70264, at Page 198

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, as Owner Trustee
of the Residential Credit Opportunities
Trust I1X-B, recorded on November 28,
2025, in Book No. 72896, at Page 34

for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 1:00 PM on October 2,
2026, on the mortgaged premises
located at 46 and 48 New Boston
Road, Sturbridge, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in said Sturbridge with the
buildings thereon situated on the east-
erly side of the New Boston Road,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the southwesterly cor-
ner thereof, at an iron pipe in the
ground at the northwesterly corner of
land of Walter L. Szolusha et ux.;
THENCE N 0° 20’ W. along the easter-
ly line of New Boston Road 76.01 feet
to an iron pipe in the ground;
THENCE N. 80° 16’ E. by land of
grantor 101.27 feet to an iron pipe in
the ground by fence at land of Clifford
F. Chamberlain;
THENCE Southeasterly along fence
by said Chamberlain land about 112.23
feet to an iron pipe in the ground at
said Szolusha land;
THENCE S. 80° 16° W. by said
Szolusha land 197.17 feet to the point
of beginning.
ALONG WITH;
The land in Sturbridge, situated on the
easterly side of New Boston Road,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the southwesterly cor-
ner thereof, at an iron pipe in the
ground on the easterly side of the New
Boston Road at land of grantees;
THENCE N. 0° 20’ W. along the east-
erly line of New Boston Road about
83 feet to the line of a fence at land of
Clifford G. Chamberlain;
THENCE Southeasterly along the
fence of said Chamberlain land about
119. 74 feet to an iron pipe in the
ground by fence at land of grantees
THENCE S. 80° 16° W. by land of
grantees 101.27 feet to the point of
beginning.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 69461, Page 187.

These premises will be sold
and conveyed subject to and with
the benefit of all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, covenants,
liens or claims in the nature of liens,
improvements, public assessments,

any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax
liens, water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of record
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made
in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Ten Thousand
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified or
bank check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid
by certified or bank check at Harmon
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St.,
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the
date of sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon receipt in
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control in the event of
an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the sale.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER
TRUSTEE OF THE RESIDENTIAL
CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES TRUST
IX-B
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500

27691

September 3, 2026
September 10, 2026
September 17, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3593EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Donna Louise Dionne
Date of Death:03/02/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Mi-
chelle M LaPlante of Southampton
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Michelle M LaPlante of Southamp-
ton MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/22/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 21, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 3, 2026
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Gateway Players offer new take on “A Christmas Carol”

SOUTHBRIDGE
Gateway Players Theatre
in Southbridge is hosting
auditions for “The Spirit of
Christmas, or The Story of
Ernestina Scrooge” written
by Tom Fuller. Audition
will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 15 and Thursday,
Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall at Elm
Street  Congregational
Church, 61 Elm St.,
Southbridge.

Auditions will consist
of cold-readings from the
script. Each auditioner

should come prepared to
sing one of their favorite
Christmas carols as well.
Show dates are Dec. 4, 5,
and 6. Rehearsals will be on
Tuesdays and Thursdays in
September, then Monday
and  Wednesdays in
October and November.
All rehearsals will begin
at 6:30 p.m. This is an
adult and youth produc-
tion. Directed by Lou-
Ellen Corkum and Alex
Gardner, and produced by
Stephanie Ruggiere. For
more information, please

contact Gateway at 508-
765-4531, or Lou-Ellen
Corkum at Icorkuml4@
gmail.com. Presented by
permission from Dramatic

Publishing.
This adaptation of
Dickens' “A  Christmas

Carol” was selected by
the Playwrights' Center of
Minneapolis. It is especial-
ly suited to the needs of
high schools and commu-
nity theatres, since it has an
assortment of fine roles for
women. What happened to
Ebenezer Scrooge after the

immortal Christmas Day?
It seems he married and
had a son, who had a son,
who moved to America and
had a daughter, Ernestina,
who is the leading lady of
this play.

Cast:

Principle roles:

Ernestina Scrooge — the
great-granddaughter  of
Ebenezer, 40 years old

Bob  Kravachic -
Ernestina’s clerk, father of
3,30 — 40 years old

Bill McDougal
-Ernestina’s former boy-

Charlton Lions to serve up popular

sausage sandwiches at Old Home Day

CHARLTON The
Charlton Lions Club will
again serve their always
popular sausage, pep-
per and onion grinders at
Charlton’s Old Home Day
celebration, which is sched-
uled for Sunday, Sept. 6, 10
am. to 4 p.m. (In case of
rain, the event will be held
on Monday, Labor Day.)

In addition to the grind-
ers, the Lions’ booth on the
town common will offer
breakfast sandwiches and

hash brown patties (as long
as they last!), hot dogs
and sauerkraut, chips, soft
drinks and water.

Proceeds from the booth
will support The Charlton
Lions Club’s many contri-

butions to its community —
scholarships for local schol-
ars, holiday gifts to needy
families, youth programs,
support for disaster victims,
diabetes camperships, eye
research, handicap ramps,
and more.

Lions Clubs International
is the largest service orga-
nization in the world. The

Charlton club meets the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Great
Room at The Overlook
(door 62) and welcomes
visitors and  potential
members. For more infor-
mation, visit www.charl-
tonlionsclub.com or call
Membership Chair Kathy
Gallant at 508-248-6479.

friend, 40 years old

Young Ernestina — 15-17
year old girl, appears in
Christmas past as a high
school student, she also has
a solo that she sings

Little Bob — 6-8 year old
boy, appears in Christmas
present similar to the Tiny
Tim character from A
Christmas Carol

Ensemble:  will have

Tantasqua

multiple roles including
carolers, narrators, Spirit
of Christmas Past, Present
and Future, students,
Kravachic family mem-
bers, party guests, etc.

6 women - age range of
25-60ish

6 Men -
25-60ish

6 Teens — age range of
12-17

Class of °76

age range of

to hold SOth reunion

STURBRIDGE
Tantasqua class of 1976
is celebrating its 50th
reunion this year. We
want to reach out to all
former students.

The big event happens
on Sept. 26 at 5 p.m.
at Rapscallion Pub, 3
Arnold Rd., Sturbridge.

Fifty years have passed
since we walked the halls
of Tantasqua Regional
HS. We hope to reunite
and reconnect with as
many fellow classmates/

friends as possible.

Please help us spread
the word. If you were a
member of the THS Class
of ‘76 or if you know
how to reach a classmate,
please get in touch.

You can visit our THS
Class of ‘76 Facebook
page for more details and
to buy tickets. If you are
not a Facebook mem-
ber, you can reach out
to Kathy Thompson at
katherinethmp@aol.com.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Since 1969

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services

uto

For Advertising Information, Call 174-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments * Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified + RS# 2678 E
Advertise on this page
for one low price! Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Stump Grinding

AL

ALWAYS THE BESTSERUICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOURVISION IN COLOR

FALL

PRESSURE WASHING

Tractor Service 15% OFF if you respond — Asan Longhorn
Tune-Ups & Repairs before September 30th SeeteGartfied AN
Pickup & Delivery ) Fully Insured * Free Quotes
508-087-2775 Over 15 Years Experience REASONABLE RATES
~wor OfA-0 PROMPT SERVICE
492 Main St Oxford = Local OWﬂEd, Op erated and Insured ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
WORCESTERCOUNTY ' - - OWNERS / OPERATORS
\ LAWNMOWER.COM [x] dy (a“ TOd&Y: 774 241 6399 508-688-2159
cumer s haneproenenl ) £y | | masoNRY | Roofing N ROOFING ) GUTTERS N Plumbing
CHIMNEY BONETTI'S : SAUNDERS & . ’}\}”1 MIKE LAMBERT'S
4\ PLUMBING &
CLEANINGS| [Home Improvement C %J SONS ROOFING Da‘"d g Ny HEATING INC.
Starting at $99 Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE [ b Barbale
i n‘ Better Business Bureau. .
ALL KINDS OF Mot ETANNGVALLS - [ gt Commercal
MASONRY & Rerlr)lztc:llt(:in " Interior and Exterior LIVINGOC%TNDS(%%]}CTION member since 2009. ROOFI N G Residential,
oy | || vt | o | |0 | it oG
Aebildng Reiing, | | gasementinishing | |  Wlpapering | | Foundation Repar || P20 | | Repair Work
Waterproofing, Foundaton| | & were eleanin \ Steps, Patios 908-765-0100 Licensed & 369 Main St
8 Chimney Repair New ng General Repair Water Proofing Lietime materialwaranty& | | Fully Licensed [ ain o,
& Stair Repair, Concrete Pressure Washing 25 . labor warranty avalatle and Insured Sted
Walkways, Sfonevvalls, Painting Landscaping Fu"y Insured S:Nalk‘\;vays MA Reg #153955 508'867'2877 Spencer, MA
; , 0ne veneer CSL #095459 MA LIC #CS069127 )
New Ré)%fz,rg:an;ructloﬂ Over 25 Yegrs Expgrlgnce Over 40+ Years Brick and Block Work CTHO 40638641 MAHIC. LIC #1079721 5 08-75 4 9 05 4 1-633-969-4330
- Residential Specialist Experience Fully Insured, Free Estimates INS. # CAC032585
Need to get it done? p Cord Wood , Fully Insured
Call me! Licensed and Insured Brian French Family Owned and Operated _ A. Eagle Gutters ully Insure
FREE Estimates- 180531 508.764.8548 rian krenc Now Agce:_fttzg l:’ll Major C: 508-397-6709 -
Quality Chimney 508-347-4906 (413)222'5542 3 ey 0: 508-248-6709 g~ 9 ' MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
(508)752-1003 | | Cell 508-688-0072 774-230-8373 cjmasonryhardscape@gmailcom [l HE-A @ davidbarbale.com SER0 @GMAIL.COM




10 *STONEBRIDGE PRESSe Thursday-Friday, September 3-4, 2026

www .StonebridgePress.com

United Way of Central Massachusetts supports

Girls on the Run Worcester County

WORCESTER — Girls
on the Run Worcester
County is pleased to be the
recipient of a grant from
the United Way of Central
Massachusetts Women’s
Initiative. This grant aligns
with the United Way of
Central ~ Massachusetts
Women’s Initiative mission
of addressing violence in the
lives of middle school age
girls.

Girls on the Run Worcester
County inspires girls to be
joyful, healthy, and confident
through an evidence-based
curriculum that creative-
ly integrates running. The
afterschool program teaches
girls healthy habits and crit-
ical life skills such as posi-
tive self-talk, teamwork, and
navigating big emotions.
Volunteer coaches undergo
training to effectively create
welcoming environments,
support individual growth,
and deliver lessons that help
girls improve competence,
confidence, caring, charac-
ter, and connection.

Each eight-week season
culminates with a team-led
Community Impact Project
and celebratory 5K event.
The end-of-season Girls on
the Run 5K provides partic-
ipants with a tangible sense
of confidence that comes
through accomplishment
and a framework for setting
and achieving life goals.

“Girls on the Run
Worcester  County s
incredibly grateful to the
United Way of Central
Massachusetts Women’s
Initiative for this generous
investment in our girls and
our mission. This partner-
ship allows us to create
spaces where girls can build
confidence, form meaning-
ful connections, discover
their strengths, and develop
the skills they need to nav-
igate life with courage and
resilience. We are proud to
partner with an organization
that shares our belief in the
power and potential of every
girl,” said Karen Spencer,
Executive Director, Girls on

the Run Worcester County.
United Way of Central
Massachusetts  Women’s
Initiative is dedicated to
igniting positive change for
adolescent girls (ages nine
to 15) through philanthro-
py, women’s leadership, and
advocacy. By supporting
Girls on the Run Worcester
County, the United Way
of Central Massachusetts
Women’s Initiative will
directly impact girls by
helping Girls on the Run
Worcester County provide
scholarships and high-qual-
ity programming for girls
who may otherwise be
unable to participate due
to financial barriers. This
funding ensures that more
girls have access to a safe,
supportive  environment
where they build confi-
dence, strengthen social
and emotional skills, and
discover the power of
believing in themselves.
Together, the non-profit and
the United Way of Central
Massachusetts  Women’s

Initiative are excited to con-
tinue empowering the lives
of young girls throughout
Worcester County.

“The United Way of
Central ~ Massachusetts
Women’s Initiative is proud
to partner with Girls on the
Run in creating opportuni-
ties for girls to build mean-
ingful relationships, connect
with positive role models,
and develop skills that will
serve them throughout their
lives. Their work reflects
our shared commitment to
helping girls across Central
Massachusetts thrive,”
said Anabelle Santiago,
Manager, Women’s
Initiative United Way of
Central Massachusetts.

Since, 2014, Girls on the
Run Worcester County has
served and inspired thou-
sands of girls to cross the
5K finish line. In a recent
end-of-season survey, care-
givers and coaches alike
confirmed the power of the
program. Ninety-six percent
of parents/caregivers agree

that Girls on the Run was
a valuable experience for
their child, and 95 percent
of coaches felt that they
were making a difference in
participants' lives.

Additionally, a third-party
study that surveyed coach-
es and program site hosts
showed that Girls on the
Run (GOTR) supports a
positive school climate. Of
the current teacher coach-
es surveyed, 99% said
that GOTR supports their
school climate by encour-
aging physical activity and
health among students and
by fostering an environment
where students’ thoughts,
feelings, and ideas are val-
ued. Ninety-five percent of
current program site hosts
said GOTR supports their
school climate by supporting
mental health by building
students’ social-emotional
capacities and by fostering
feelings of connectedness
among students.

To learn more about the
organization’s mission or

how to get involved, please
Visit Www.gotr-worc.org.

About Girls on the Run
Worcester County

Girls on the Run Worcester
County creates and offers
empowering  after-school
programs designed for girls
in grades 3 to 8. The non-
profit helps participants build
confidence, increase physi-
cal activity, and develop life
skills like managing emo-
tions, resolving conflicts,
and forming friendships.
With the support of trained
coaches, team members acti-
vate their limitless potential
through a blend of physi-
cal activities and engaging
lessons. The research-based
curriculum explores topics
relevant to eight- to 13-year-
old girls, such as expressing
empathy and standing up for
oneself and others. The pro-
gram includes a Community
Impact Project and culmi-
nates with a celebratory 5K.
Discover more at www.gotr-
WOrc.org.

A DREAM YEARS IN THE MAKING!

The dream of a new Bobcat Park is finally coming to life! Trinity Catholic Academy recently celebrated the groundbreaking of our new playground—a project made possible through the incredible
generosity, dedication, and support of our TCA community. We are so grateful to everyone who has donated, volunteered, spread the word, and believed in this longtime dream. What began as
an idea has grown into a project that will bring countless years of play, laughter, and memories to our students.

Town-to-Town

CLASS

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

IFIED

774-200-7308

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

2011
Lincoln

Town Car

205,000 miles

Leather seats, airbags,
recent michilan tires.
Very dependable.

New manifold.

$2,900 oBO
774-635-9056

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Three bedroom
first floor

apartment in
Southbridge
comes
with garage
508-764-6425

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Universal Tag Parkin

Early Birds (8am to 9am) e $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

Grouped Items: Electronics -
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

Lot,
36 Hall Road, Dudley

stereos, speakers, etc.




www.StonebridgePress.com

Thursday-Friday, September 3-4, 2026+ STONEBRIDGE PRESS ¢11

Boat America Safe Boating Certificate
course offered at Bay Path Oct. 13 & 15

CHARLTON — The just purchased any type of 1, 1998. Enforcement
United  States Coast boat or are planning to in of the new law began
Guard Auxiliary Tri-State the future, and for the boat- on Sept. 1. Personal
Flotilla, Massachusetts er keeping up with changes Watercraft / Jet Ski oper-

will be instructing the Boat
America course that meets
current state mandated
educational requirements
offered in a two-night for-
mat developed to provide
the skills and confidence
needed to explore the coast
and inland waters by boat.
Basic knowledge and skills
are needed to have safe and
enjoyable boating experi-
ences. This course is per-
fect for families that have

to boating regulations and
laws.

The Hanson-Milone
Boater Safety Act, signed
into Mass. Law, now
requires all Mass. motor-
boat operators over 12
years of age to complete
an approved Safe Boating
Certificate course before
April 1, 2026 for anyone
born after Jan. 1, 1998,
and by April 1, 2028 for
boaters born before Jan.

ators are required to be at
least 16 years of age also
included. A certificate,
required to be carried
onboard, will be issued
by the state to resident
motorboaters.

Successful completion
of this BA course offered
meets this requirement and
inclusion into the Mass.
Environmental Police
Boating Safety Database,
Approved by National

Association of State Boating
Law Administrators
(NASBLA) it will also
cover the requirements to
operate a vessel in most
other states & many coun-
tries where boating safety
education is mandato-
ry including NH, RI and
CT. You will receive the
additional USCG Auxiliary
certification and a possi-
ble discount on premiums
for most boating insurance
companies for successful
completion of this course.
Some basic marlinespike
seamanship (knots etc.) will

227-7274 or Marc French
at (508) 318-7152 for addi-
tional information.

To locate these and other

also be included as part of
the course. Participants 16
years old and under must be
accompanied, in person, by

a registered parent/guard-
ian. SPACE IS LIMITED
SO register soon.

Register online at via
www.baypath.augusoft.
net Personal Enrichment
— Sports& Leisure — More
recommendations - Class
ID 43489 or by calling Sheri
Dreitlein (508) 248-5971
email sdreitlein@baypath.
net You can also contact
our Flotilla Commander
Kyle Cimochowski (860)

USCG Auxiliary courses
go to: https:/www.cgaux.
org/boatinged/class_finder/
index.php

The  Coast  Guard
Auxiliary is the uniformed
civilian component of the
U.S. Coast Guard and sup-
ports the Coast Guard in
nearly all mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created by
Congress in 1939. For more
information, please visit
WWW.CZaux.org

508.943.4333

I P Licensed in MA, CT & RI
REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope20wn.com

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloern

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brya«x Pelletier

N

Webster - 106 East Main St (Zte 12)

@ammezcmé oéﬁmwmge,/ \( ‘
Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely H|
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts

- . close proximity to Successful National Franchised

-~ -» Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this

Location. Convenient Access.

L mLs #73512426 $ 615,000

Hedsin 3 Obensd De (1)

: O

This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +-, 4 BRs
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen
is a culinary enthusiast’s delight, featuring a dining
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-

- ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated
ambiance, enhanced by hardwood ﬂoors crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For special occa-
sions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm wisliders to a very private deck.
Also provides a 2 car att'd garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded
by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347  $589,900

We&z‘m 18 DDonats #ve

# THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+, 2
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room. Situated on a

Featwred New Listing! ()
24 Launeluwood D
Webster Late wawz;aa«z

On the shores of prestigious
Webster Lake! Experience
ultra-luxury  lakefront  living
with direct water access. This
young modern craftsman lake
% home is masterly designed to
maximize panoramic Western
views through a two-story ar-
W chitectural tower. The home
4 boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of
sophisticated, three-story living
space, complete with multilevel
waterside decks, a radius stone
- faced patio, and a tiered land-
. scape with its own waterfall.
From morning coffee to sunset
: gatherings, you will enjoy every
. minute overlooking your water-

= front. The 1,735 +/- square feet
. main level features a spacious

§ 7,104 sf level lot w/B0’ road frontage,
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-

- RAGE! Conveniently located in East
- Village. First Time Offered!

open floor plan, welcoming you
into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity,
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless,
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level

~ MLS #73534105 $333,000

memories!  MLS#73563787

We&m z'aée Waterfront
Fanbor Villa

3 Open House Saturday Sunday 122 (7
\/-( Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
( ) Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! (
}Presentlng a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con-
venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900.

23

\

easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting

$1,750,000

T

| as
|
e

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wisliders to
3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We&m 55 Stater Smeez:

Open Hd;use Saturday 12-2

3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
rear deck, and
NEW PRICE $464,900

Webster - 24 (oopen RA
%ewéamzmm Craftoman Style liome

OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY 4 - 6:30
Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-

- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
. rms, 4 brs, 3 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
~ sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out

w/ slider. Central AC, garage
MLS # 73534271 $649,000

s Tew Listing!

60 WAKEFIELD AVE

RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real
estate package combining the financial benefits of
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium,
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with
.. | a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in
%+ | a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private

o .| beach and boat dock. MLS# 73564208 $525,000

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=t
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

12 mis| oGl te AL JVOTO/ I ITLIOT =
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000

DUDLEY- PRIVACY
NEW CONSTRUCTION- 2 ACRES

*What an Opportunity to Enjoy Nature,
Yet Be Close to Schools and Shopping
*Completely Finished with
Quality Workmanship and Upgrades
*30” Great Room * 2.5 Baths * 2 Acres
* Gas Heat *Hardwood Floors
* Gourmet Kitchen with
Quartz Countertops and Center Island

SUTTON SPACIOUS COLONIAL 1.41 ACRES

Buyer Representation
*1.5 Baths Available!
*3 Bedroom Let’s Talk Real Estate!!!
*1st Floor We Can Help You
Family Room Negotiate
*Hardwood Flooring 8
*3 Bedroom * Gas Heat Your New Home
*Convenient Call For A
to Major Routes Consultation Now!

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1 995@c|o| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

When

ERA Key Realty

Experience EEEEEEEEEE SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
; and 508-612-6771
C ommitment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
M atter OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

. . NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk SERVICE
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

= 508.612.1382 - SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME 5
.//"' B “F’”A;\ Q ERA HALL OF FAME Q

i

( Vision ) MESRealty.com [
\\' 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

= Mary@WillSellit.com

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)

Szymczak

i
TR ;;ﬁ
508-943-7669 -

CRS, GRI, SRES
774-230-5044

Buying or selling a CondominumWhat You Need to Know!

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Call for a Reservation!!!
Real Estate Coffee Hour
9/12/2026 11am to 12 noon

*What are Condo Reserves?
*Are there Restrictions?

*What Do My Fees Cover?
ReMax Vision o @
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = Es|

Licensed in MA & CT]
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We are in the process of selling out
some of our current stock to make
room for new Fall Models. Because
of this, we are offering savings
throughout the store!

Special Savings on

% Bedrooms
% Living Rooms

% Recliners

% Occasional Pieces

% Entertainment Centers
% Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Road, Whitinsville « 508-234-877

Free Delivery o Free Layaway
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., Fri 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun 11-5

A proud tradition of service since 1911

JOIN US FOR THE OVERLOOK’S

ANNUAL
FALL FESTIVAL

Bring the family to enjoy seasonal traditions,
local flavors, live entertainment, and
activities for all ages:

e Food trucks

e Craft beer from
Oakholm Brewing Company

-

e Local artisans & vendors
e Family games, crafts & candy drop
e Live entertainment & hayrides

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
11 AAM. -4 P.M.
88 Masonic Home Road | Charlton
Free and open to the public

For event details, call 508-709-4880.

QN )\ Y

Independent Living | Enhanced Living | Memory Care
Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehab | Private Care | Adult Day Program
Sponsored by the Masonic Health System of Massachusetts

OAKHOLM

BREWING COMPANY

/

Too Busy to Cook?

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Familg Dining & Gitt Guide

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Charlton

.‘?_-;1::3_\..—' . r’ ¥
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Garden Club meets Sept. 14

CHARLTON — Come and join us!
The Charlton Garden Club’s Monday,
Sept. 14 meeting will feature Kate
Donovan, owner and consultant of
Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens,
who will be speaking on ‘Canning,
Freezing and Dehydrating.’

Do you have an abundant harvest
this year? Come find out the easiest
and best ways to preserve your boun-
ty. Donovan is a Master Gardener and
organic gardener who assists clients
on growing food sustainably through
lectures, garden planning and develop-
ment. She continues to experiment each

year with new varieties and preserva-
tion techniques.

Charlton Garden Club meetings are
free and open to all interested in gar-
dening and related themes. Whether
you’re a novice or accomplished gar-
dener, the Charlton Garden Club is
a great place to meet other garden-
ing enthusiasts, learn about plants and
planting, and to share your gardening
tips and experiences. Meetings are held
at 7 p.m. at the Charlton Public Library.
For more program or for Charlton
Garden Club information, email us at
charltongardenclub@gmail.com.

Key to the City awarded to

QCC employee Rocky Knight

WORCESTER — Rocky Knight, a busi-
ness leader, nonprofit founder and advocate
for youth education, was presented with the
Key to the City of Worcester during a ceremo-
ny held Thursday, Aug. 27 at Quinsigamond
Community College in recognition of her
commitment to empowering and educating
communities locally and abroad.

The honor continues a Worcester tradition
that began in 1924 under Mayor Michael
O'Hara and has been maintained by succes-
sive administrations. Mayor Joseph Petty
presented Knight with the city's symbolic
honor in recognition of her leadership, com-
munity service and educational impact.

“Rocky’s energy and commitment can be
felt across every corner of Worcester,” said
Petty. “Through her educational initiatives
and her steadfast support for our small busi-
ness community, she has continually opened
doors for students and aspiring entrepreneurs
alike. Presenting Rocky Knight with the Key
to the City is our way of saying thank you for
her extraordinary leadership and heart for our
community.”

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New
England Cuisine!

W]

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!
See Our

OPen Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sundag 12-) Facebook

Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting page for
Tavern

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 Fi
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

~ Time
o Make

1 ' e Hexmark Tavern is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

CHARLIES

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 9/4 & SATURDAY 9/5

FRIED
OYSTERS

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

<l 508-885-4033

CCII'dS www.charliesdiner.com
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Knight is the founder of the For One Child
Foundation, a nonprofit that has impacted
over 1,500 students across Massachusetts and
rural Jamaica through educational resources
and infrastructure development.

Through the foundation, Knight also runs
the SATE program, a weeklong summer
camp focused on science, art, technology
and entrepreneurship. The program equips
teenagers with skills in business planning,
marketing, artificial intelligence awareness
and public speaking. Program leaders said
many students arrive shy and reserved but
leave the camp with newfound confidence
and leadership skills.

"I believe business and education can build
community, solve problems, create opportu-
nities and leave something behind," Knight
said. "This is a community story. Everyone
in this room, this key to the city has your
fingerprints on it too."

In addition to her nonprofit work, Knight
is the director of the Auxilium Center for
Entrepreneurship at QCC, which provides
mentoring and resources to students who are
launching or growing a business. She has
also served as Director of the CWE-Central
MA Women’s Business Center and Founder/
CEO of Own Your Legacy Ventures LLC, an
organization that helps entrepreneurs estab-
lish sustainable businesses through branding,
consulting and strategic planning.

QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja praised
Knight's commitment to service and commu-
nity development.

"Rocky brings so much energy to every-
thing she does," Pedraja said. "Her entrepre-
neurial spirit has served the community for
so long and we are fortunate that she now
brings that spirit to our students through the
Auxilium Center at QCC."

Knight was nominated by Maria Lawson, a
teacher, clinician, and advocate who serves on
the board of the For One Child Foundation.
Lawson described Knight as a tireless com-
munity leader whose presence can be felt
throughout Worcester.

"Seeing how far she's come is an inspira-
tion to us all," Lawson said. "She constantly
lifts up others, and this community is blessed
to have her. She's a powerhouse."

Her commitment to community empow-
erment has earned her numerous accolades,
including the Worcester Business Journal’s
40 Under 40 Award (2024), Worcester
Magazine’s Woman to Watch (2025) and rec-
ognition as a Massachusetts Commonwealth
Heroine (2025).
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