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Fire Water Mold

BY JASON BLEAU men, Dudley-Charlton Re-
CORRESPONDENT gional School Committee, |
CHARLTON - The and Southern Worcester ?‘

2024 Charlton Municipal
Election is fast approach-
ing with contested seats
on the Board of Select-

County Regional Voca-
tional  School
Committee set to be decid-
ed as well as the fate of a

Storm Disaster

Sturbridge selectmen rescind
Curboy’s permits, hire new
Conservation agent

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — The selectmen's response to on-
going issues to Curboy's Auto on Mashapaug Road
April 1 was not a joke. By unanimous vote, they re-
scinded the company's permits to do business, citing
refusal to allow Conservation Commission to visit the
property and building a “large metal garage” without
permits or inspection, among other things.

They'd previously given owner Sergey Privede-
nyuk such permits on a provisional basis late last
year, pending such inspections. Privedenyuk did not
attend the meeting.

Chair Jamie Goodwin said the town is primari-
ly concerned Curboy's is in effect “operating a solid
waste facility” because the cars there do not seem to
be dismantled for parts. That would be legal, but not
letting them sit there “in perpetuity;” he noted.

He also cited concern the operation is “dipping
over into the properties of [other owners on] River
Road that go behind it.”

In recent years, that site had accumulated many
acres worth of derelict vehicles. The town required
the previous owners to remove them, and they did so.

In somewhat related business, the board approved
hiring Lauren Vivier as the new conservation agent.
Town Administrator Robin Grimm said she received
“several qualified applicants” and interviewed four;
finding Vivier “knocked it out of the park.” Among
other things, she has town planning experience and
is a Fiskdale resident.

It also approved making Florencia Sangermano an
alternate Conservation Commissioner and putting
three parcels off Fiske Hill into conservation restric-
tions. One of them is technically a “declaration,” as it
will be transferred to the state for addition to neigh-
boring fish and wildlife land.

Grimm told the board a recent engineering review
shows the Stallion Hill water tank will have to be re-
placed, but there's a “decent possibility” Sturbridge
will be able to get up to $1.5 million in grants to cover
part of the cost. The town's share will likely be about
$500,000, and she's looking at whether to split it be-
tween water rates and general taxes, but she'll have
more details for the next meeting.

She said the water system does “have capacity to
provide water if that tank goes down [but] we cannot
provide fire suppression.” That tank serves some
homes and several nearby businesses, and is used to
fill fire tankers, she noted.

Selectmen were split on how to fund it. Mary Dow-
ling noted “ratepayers shouldn't shoulder the whole
thing when the benefit goes to everybody.” But Mary
Blanchard observed splitting it would mean ratepay-
ers will “pay double in their taxes.”

The board also approved placing four largely rou-
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Selectmen School Commlttee races

highlight Charlton election

“Time waits for no one.”
- Mick Jagger ,
and Keith Richards. ==

=

Free by request to residents
of Sturbridge, Brimfield,
Holland and Wales
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David Singer

funding proposal for part
of a new fire department
substation.

The Board of Select-
men will see several fa-
miliar faces seeking two
open seats, although only

Courtesy

one seat is truly contest-
ed. Barbara Zurowski
is running for a new
three-year term with no
competition on the bal-
lot, however the second
seat will see a pair of fa-

Karen Spiewak

miliar names working to
continue their history on
the board. David Singer,
a longtime incumbent,
is seeking what he says
would be his final three-
year term on the board.

Courtesy

However, he will need to
fend off a contest from
Karen Spiewak, a former
School Committee mem-
ber and State Representa-
tive candidate who served

Tum To CANDIDATES page A15

Late season storm brings wind, snow, sleet to region

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Just when
it seemed a lackluster
winter was ready to fade
quietly away, Mother
Nature wasn’t fooling
around in the first week
of April.

With shovels having
been replaced by rakes in
many yards—and bags
of rock salt replaced by
topsoil and other garden
supplies in stores—res-
idents were caught by
surprise on April 3 &
4, when a strong storm
walloped the region with
wind, snow, and sleet.

The storm downed
trees and branches
across the area, lead-
ing to road closures and
thousands of power out-
ages.

In Leicester, Parker
Street was closed due
to a fallen tree. Crews
responded to similar in-
cidents across town on
April 4.

In Sturbridge, Na-
tional Grid crews were

dispatched to Leadmine

Road after trees and pow-
er lines came down.

Spencer
were also kept busy with
an array of calls. Among
other responses, the fire
department was dis-
patched to Paxton Road
for reports of a tree and
live wires blocking the
road.

A large section of
Spencer lost power
during the storm, and
Town Hall saw a delayed
opening on April 4. Oth-
er municipal buildings

throughout the area
were also affected by the
storm.

“We have numerous
roads closed and im-
passable due to trees
and wires down,” read
a statement released by
the Spencer Police De-
partment on April 4.

In Holland, crews
worked quickly after sec-
tions of both Wales Road
and North Wales Road
were closed due to fall-
en branches, trees, and

responders K

Qumebﬂug Mﬂsomc Lodge presents service Awards

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE

QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE ‘ \

SOUTHBRIDGE
On Monday night, April
1, the upper and lower
parking lots at Quine-
baug Masonic Lodge
were packed full of Mas-
ter Masons from the
24th Masonic District
and from throughout
the State of Massachu-
setts. There were special
guests from the Grand
Masonic Lodge of Bos-
ton. The surprising and
special guests from the
Grand Masonic Lodge
of Boston were 2 Past
Grand Masters of Mas-
sachusetts Brother Al-
bert T. Ames and Brother
Richard Maggio along

with 5 Past Junior Grand
Wardens and other digni-

taries.
Two local men, Broth-

Courtesy

Special guests from the Grand Masonic Lodge of Boston Past Grand Master Brother Albert T.
Ames, recipient Bro. Bob St. Cyr, District Deputy Grand Master of the 24th Masonic District
Bro. Jonathan Neitz, recipient Bro. Larry Burbridge and special guest from the Grand Masonic
Lodge of Boston Past Grand Master Brother Richard Maggio.

er Bob St. Cyr, of Charl-
ton and Brother Larry

Burbridge of Union,
Conn., were the recipi-
ents of the Robert John-
ston Service Award. This
award is the third high-
est service award given
to Master Mason in Mas-
sachusetts. The service
award is granted and pre-
sented once a year by the
Master of the Lodge and
is signed and presented
by the District Deputy
Grand Master of the 24th
Masonic District. The
service award is given
to the unsung Brother
of the lodge working be-
hind the scenes who goes
above and beyond the
call of duty of what’s ex-
pected of a Freemason.
Tum To AWARDS page A15
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Spencer emergency crews
responded to Paxton Road
after a fallen tree and wires
blocked the road during last
week’s storm.

wires.

Schools  throughout
the region were also
closed on April 4, in-
cluding the Tantasqua
Regional School District,
the Quaboag Region-
al School District, the
Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District,
and Leicester Public
Schools. After many dis-
tricts saw no weather-re-
lated delays or closures
in March, students re-
ceived a rare day off in
April.

It took multiple days
for crews to restore elec-
tricity in all locations
across the state.
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UnderGround Wednesday returns to
Southbridge with special world premiere!

SOUTHBRIDGE —
The Shawna Foundation
presents UnderGround
Wednesdays, free screen-
ings of classic movies at
starlite, 39 Hamilton St.,
Southbridge, on the Ilast
Wednesday of every month.

UnderGround Wednesday
and the Massachusetts In-
dependent Film Festival
partner for this month’s
screening of the World
Premiere of A is for Alice
(Italy) by Sharon Grace
Badia! What better way to
kick off the Mass Indie Film
Festival! A is for Alice por-
trays a dystopian world very
close to us where people hi-
bernate every November
and wake up in the spring.
The protagonist, a nine-
teen-year-old boy named
Stefano, is forced to face

the period of hibernation
in the isolated and creepy
house of his stepmother,
hisfather’snew companion.

The young protagonist
can’t come to terms with his
mother’s death, and the fact
that his father wants to move
on. The absence of his moth-
er figure awakens a strong
fear of loneliness in him.
His worst nightmare comes
true when he discovers that
he is the only human to have
woken up too early from
hibernation. Or at Ileast,
that’s what he believes...

Sharon Grace Badia is a
black, female film director
and awarded film editor
based in Milan. She was
born in 1997 and raised a by
a single mother in Pesaro,
Italy, where she developed

a passion for cinema at an
early age. She was fortunate
enough to study film direc-
tion and cinematography
in her hometown and later
in Rome, at RUFA (Rome
University of Fine Arts),
where she graduated in 2019.

Thescreeningison April24th
and starts at 7 p.m. It is free!

The Shawna E. Shea Me-
morial Foundation, Inc is a
501(c)(3) charitable nonprof-
it who believes the arts and
education are essential to

The mission of the Shaw-
na Foundation is to equi-
tably promote and sup-
port students through
scholarship and showcase
artists in filmmaking, per-
formance arts, poetry and
other creative endeavors
with a focus on underrep-
resented communities.

This program is supported
by a grant from the South-
bridge Cultural Council, a
local agency funded by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency,

TOWN TREASURER
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified
applicants for the full- time (40-hour week)
position of Town Treasurer. Full job descrip-
tion at brookfieldma.us. Salary commensu-
rate with experience. Current appropriation is
$80,498.62 Submit cover letter and resume
to: selectmen@brookfieldma.us.
begin week of April 15th. Open until filled.

The Town of Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer,

Reviews

Open until filled.

GRANT WRITER/FACILITATOR

TheTown of Brookfield is seeking qualified ap-
plicants for a part-time (15 hours per week)
Grant Writer/Facilitator. See job description
at brookfieldma.us. Salary is commensurate
with experience. Current appropriation is
$30.28 per hour. Please submit a resume and
cover letter to selectmen@brookfieldma.us

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

creating a vibrant, healthy
community and world.

Abrabm Routhier of
Southbridge named
to Champlain College
President’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. — Abrahm Routhier of Southbridge
was named to the Champlain College President’s List for the
Fall 2023 semester.

Students on the President’s List have achieved a grade
point average of 4.0 or higher during the semester. Routhier
is currently enrolled in the Game Programming program.

Makingthe President’s List is a tremendous achievement.
Many of the high achievers balance their career-focused
classes with jobs, internships, clubs, and volunteering. We
congratulate them on this great accomplishment and honor.

Founded in 1878, Champlain College is a small, not-
for-profit, private college in Burlington, Vermont, with
additional campuses in Montreal, Canada, and Dublin,
Ireland. Champlain offers a traditional undergraduate
experience from its beautiful campus overlooking Lake
Champlain and more than 90 residential undergraduate
and online undergraduate and graduate degree programs
and certificates. Champlain’s distinctive career-driven
approach to higher education embodies the notion that
true learning occurs when information and experience
come together to create knowledge. Champlain ranks
in multiple categories of U.S. News and World Report’s
“Best Colleges;” is included in The Princeton Review’s
2024 list of “The Best 389 Colleges;” was named a 2023-
2024 College of Distinction for Education, Business and
Career Development; and was awarded one of America’s

Best Colleges by
Money for combin- RE ' I

S SRy

one-liner jokes!

Giavanna and Xander
Age 10 and 12

sweet,

a “joy in class.”

Gia’s younger brother Xander loves
to play video games, board games,
and Legos. He also likes basketball and takes drum lessons. Once you
get to know him, Xander is very funny and witty and comes up with great J.

Gia and Xander would do well in a loving, two-parent household. A fam-
ily for Gia and Xander would support their relationships with their three
younger siblings, who they see monthly. Both Gia and Xander do well in
the family setting and enjoy activities such as watching movies, playing
games, and going out together.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/children/8342-8343

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ((;\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

o+ & Friday's Child # 4 5
+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+
: W Hi! Our names are Giavanna and
Xander and we are so excited to
meet our forever family!
Giavanna (Gia) and Xander are
soft-spoken siblings. Gia
loves to read, write, and try new
things, such as taking piano les-
sons! She is described as very
smart, happy, funny, and often of-
fers help when she sees someone
who needs it. Gia gets along well
with all her peers, and her teacher
says she is an excellent student and

ing quality and af-
BRIMFIELD

fordability. www.
None

champlain.edu
CHARLTON

$700,000, 58 Jennings Rd, Rawan Capi-
tal Invs LLC, to Atodaria, Vishwajitsinh.

$660,000, 238 Guelphwood Rd, Fal-
cone, Steven P, to Cole, Linda S, and
Cole, Stephen M.

$530,000, 20 Willis Dr, John P & D G Po-
piak Irt, and Popiak, John E, to Souppa,
Elizabeth B, and Souppa, John A.

$141,000, Worcester Rd, Dunn, Brian
W, and Dunn, Barbara A, to Srl Realty
LLC.

HOLLAND

$48,000, 97 Leno Rd, Omara, George J,
to Amaral, Jenny L, and Leary, Timothy

SOUTHBRIDGE

$485,000, 65 North St, Audette, Ray-
mond C, and Audette, Faith C, to Sena,
Phillype M, and Nazario, Dyego.

$420,000, 171 Mechanic St, Center Of
Hope Fndtn Inc, to Charles, Frantz.

$370,000, 323 Worcester St, Fleming,
Garry F, and Fleming, Jody I, to Kellogg,
Kristopher, and Kellogg, Danielle.

$210,000, 124 Riverview Pl #E, Scan-
nell, Megan M, to Bembridge, Richard,
and Bembridge, Veneice.

$155,000, 134 Pleasant St, Peet, James,
to 134 Pleasant LLC.

$140,000, 230 Dresser Hill Rd, Rous-
seau, Gary, to Ekt Investments Inc.

$35,000, 89 Litchfield Ave, Lemieux,
Stephanie A, and Proctor, Devante A, to
Lemieux, Stephanie A.

STURBRIDGE

None

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 1O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8am.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.......ccoceveveerervennns 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccovevienrieinieiniensiensieennens Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8a.m.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8a.m.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 - 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
«Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144
» Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
» New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
« Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Here Today Adopted Tomorrow

BRIMFIELD — Here
Today Adopted Tomor-
row (HTAT) invites all
animal lovers to our
“Spay”’ghetti Supper at
the First Congregation-
al Church of Brimfield
on Sunday, April 14.
This fundraiser comes
at a time when shelters
across the state and the
nation are hitting cri-
sis levels and there is
an increasing demand
for HTAT to take in and
place cats that are tra-
ditionally seen as “un-
adoptable.”

Executive  Director,
Rachael Max, said, ‘At
HTAT we pride ourselves
on our personalized ap-
proach to adoption and
continued care. This
allows us to help cats
who may fall through
the cracks at tradition-
al shelters, but flourish
with the individual at-

hosting “Spay”ghetti Supper

tention they receive in
our cageless cattery.”

“Ithas been four years
since our last “Spay”get-
ti Supper and each year
more and more people
have been asking for its
return. I am excited to
announce that it is fi-
nally back!” says Max.
“I am looking forward to
seeing everyone enjoy a
meal together again, and
at the same time help the
animals right here in
our community!”

Join HTAT for a night
of food, family, fun, and
raffles to raise money
for cats and the people
who love them at our
“Spay”’ghetti Supper in
the First Congregation-
al Church of Brimfield
Sunday, April 14. The
first seating is 5-6 p.m.
The second is 6:30-7 p.m.
Advance prices are $15
for Adults and $10 for Se-

niors & Kids.

To purchase advance
tickets at a discounted
price please visit www.
heretodaysanctuary.org
or call 413 324-8224.

If you need assistance
in feeding or caring for
your pet, Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow can
help. Local cat owners
can spay or neuter their
cats for $65 or less, and
strays and ferals can be
fixed for free! Please vis-
it heretodaysanctuary.
org to learn more about
these and more com-
munity assistance pro-
grams.

About Here Today Ad-
opted Tomorrow Animal
Sanctuary

Here Today Adopt-
ed Tomorrow (HTAT)
was founded by moth-
er-daughter team Barba-
ra Horn

and Rachael Max.

ERA Key’s Dabrowski

in top 1 percent of ERA ‘

Realtors worldwide

Diane Dabrowski

CHARLTON — ERA
Key Realty Services an-
nounced today that Di-
ane Dabrowski of Charl-
ton, a Realtor whose
office is based in Charl-
ton, is in the top 1 per-
cent of all ERA Realtors
worldwide.

She also was the #2
Realtor for ERA Key
for all of 2023. ERA Key
has 300 agents and ERA
Franchise Systems LLC
has nearly 40,000 agents
in more than 2,200 offic-
es worldwide.

She began her estate
career with Realty World
in Charlton, then formed
Alliance Realty, which
merged with ERA Key in
1990.

In addition to being a
broker and Realtor, she is
a Certified Negotiation
Expert (CNE), a Cer-
tified Real Estate Bro-
kerage Manager (CRB),

a Certified Residen-
tial Specialist (CRS), a
Graduate of the REAL-
TOR® Institute (GRI),
a Seniors Real Estate
Specialist®( SRES®), an
Accredited Buyer’s Rep-
resentative (ABR) and
an Accredited Buyer’s
Representative Manager
(ABRM).

She has won many
awards from ERA, in-
cluding the Beyond
Excellence Award and
Board of Realtor awards
for production. She has
consistently been named
to the Leader’s Circle
and the ERA Top Agent
Circle. She also received
the REALTOR® Choice
Award from the REAL-
TOR® Association of
Central Massachusetts.

She also received ERA
Key’s Circle of Light
Award for her volunteer
work in memory of her
daughter, Emily. Her ef-
forts include volunteer-
ing and raising funds
for Pwoje Espwa Sud, an
orphanage in Haiti. She
also started a scholar-
ship fund for students at
Shepherd Hill Regional
High School in Dudley.

“As a third-generation
real estate professional,
real estate is in Diane ’s
DNA,” ERA Key Pres-
ident and COO Cheryl

Eidinger-Taylor said.
“Her high production
and volunteer work are
inspirational. She has
been among our top pro-
ducers for many years.”

About ERA Key Real-
ty Services

ERA Key Realty Ser-
vices of Northbridge
has 15 offices through-
out central and eastern
Massachusetts and is
among the largest resi-
dential real estate agen-
cies in Massachusetts.
Since merging with
HUNT Real Estate ERA
in 2018, it has become the
Number 1 agency in the
ERA Franchise System,
which has nearly 2,400
agencies worldwide.
ERA Key was named
among the top places to
work in the state in the
large company catego-
ry for seven of the past
eight years, based on a
survey administered by
Energage for The Bos-
ton Globe.It also won
the Momentum Award
as the fastest growing
ERA franchise in 2012
and the Gene Francis
Memorial Award as the
Top All-Around Compa-
ny in ERA in 2014 and
2018. For more infor-
mation about ERA Key,
visit keyrealtyservices.
com.

c'. VISA

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-o_ﬂ' Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 -~ Leicester, MA

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses

Attics

Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured

HTAT is a volunteer
driven group focused on
helping cats and the peo-
ple who love them in our
community. In 2012 we
opened our no kill, cage-
less cat adoption center
for adult cats and Kkittens
in Brimfield. It is deep-
ly important to us that
every resident’s stay at
HTAT is comfortable
and healthy, mak-

We have programs to
help special needs cats
flourish and get adopt-
ed, as well as communi-
ty assistance programs
to help pet owners keep
their pets, such as our
Pet Food Pantry, low-cost
spay-neuter  program,
and free cat behavior
program. Each vyear,
HTAT helps more than

1,500 animals and their
families. For more in-
formation, visit hereto-
daysnctuaryorg.

Visit Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow on
Facebook at facebook.
com/heretodaysanctu-
ary, and follow us on In-
stagram at @heretoday-
adoptedtomorrow.

ing for well-ad-

justed, happy
animals. Shortly
after opening,

we realized there
were more home-
less cats than we
could handle by

adoption  alone.
We believe that
pets are cher-

ished members
of the family and
our ultimate goal
is to keep pets and
together.

people

Advanced

BUILDING SERVICES

Soathtnidge Mase
774-230-4231

New Construction *Additions * Remodeling
Decks & Porches ¢ Kitchens & Baths
Basements ¢ Windows & Doors ¢ Siding & More

774-230-4231 ¢ glenlatour69@gmail.com

The Federated Church
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale

presents the

April 14,2024 | 7 p.m.

Admission is FREE but a freewill
offering will be collected.

8 Maple Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 | sturfed.org | 774-304-1021

ALMOST QUEEN

A TRIBUTE TO QUEEN

CENTER
ARTS

N/

MAY 11

TICKETS ON THELOOS.ORG

WoODSTOCK,
]

LOOS CENTER FOR THE ARTS
150 ROUTE 169,
BOXOFFICE@THELOOS.ORG

(T 06281
(860) 963-6789
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Island nation 40. Gazes unpleasantly
7. Platforms 41. In a way, traveled
13. Project plan 43. Ukraine’s capital
14. French fishing port 44. Appropriate
16. South Dakota 45. Dash
17. Oakland's baseball team 47. Twitch
19. Military policeman 48. Swiss river
20. Ornamental stone 51. Data file with computer
22. Garland animations
23. Process that produces 53. City in S. Korea
ammonia 55. Particular region
25. Mousses 56. They have eyes and noses
26. Music notation “dal ” 58. Tear
28. Fail to win 59. Large Madagascan lemur
29. Peyton's little brother 60. Not out
30. Not near 61. Ornamental saddle covering
31. Some cars still need it 64. A driver's license is one
33. Lizard genus 65. Latin term for charity
34. An idiot (Brit.) 67. Rechristens
36. Postponed 69. Objects from an earlier time
38. African country 70. Hindu male religious teachers
CLUES DOWN
1. Used as a weapon 32. Ancient Frankish law code
2. Yukon Territory 35. Popular pickup truck
3. Makes a map of 37. Buzzing insect
4. An established ceremony 38. Deal illegally
prescribed by a religion 39. Lying in the same plane
5. Unnilhexium 42. Obstruct
6. Merchant 43. Related
7. Playing the field 46. Challenge aggressively
8. Folk singer DiFranco 47. Nocturnal hoofed animals
9. Something to scratch 49. Bird’s nests
10. Mexican agave 50. Forays
11. Equal to one quintillion bytes 52.  B. de Mille, filmmaker
12. Session 54. Title of respect
13. North American people 55. One-time name of Vietnam
15. Ranches 57. Self-immolation by fire ritual
18. Electroencephalograph 59. Private school in New York
21. A type of compound 62. Political action committee
24. Avenue 63. A way to fashion
26. High schoolers’ test 66. Email reply
27. A type of meal 68. “The Great Lake State™
30. Gradually disappeared
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Ralph Crowley, ¥r. to
deliver Nichols College

Commencement address

DUDLEY — Nichols
College has announced
that Ralph Crowley, Jr,
president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Polar
Beverages, will give the
Commencement Ad-
dress at the 2024 com-
mencement exercises on
Saturday, May 4.

Crowley has led Polar,
founded in 1882 and the
largest privately owned
sparkling beverage bot-
tler in the country, since
1992. Under his leader-
ship, Polar has grown
from an $18 million to
a $1 billion enterprise.
Polar made several key
acquisitions of manufac-
turing facilities that ac-
celerated the growth of
the company, including
Adirondack Beverages
in Scotia, New York, Po-
lar South of Fitzgerald,
Georgia and Polar Tex-
as Bottling in Temple,
Texas. Polar also gained
significant market share
through the distribu-
tion of seasonal Polar
Seltzer flavors while
concurrently embracing
heritage recipes, such
as Polar Orange Dry and
Birch Beer, that reflect
the company’s roots.

Crowley was instru-
mental in bringing the
Worcester Red Sox to
Central Massachusetts
and serves on the orga-
nization’s Board of Di-
rectors. The Woo Sox

play their home games
in Polar Park. He and
his siblings also own
Wachusett Mountain Ski
Area in Princeton. He
is widely known for his
philanthropic leadership
in Worcester and beyond
and serves on numerous
nonprofit boards and ad-
visory councils.

Crowley received a
BA from Bowdoin Col-
lege and an MBA from
Clark University. He will
receive an Honorary
Doctorate in Business
Administration, as will
Amy Pitter, former chief
executive officer of the
Massachusetts Society of
Certified Public Accoun-
tants.

Pitter led MassCPAs
from 2015 until her retire-
ment in December 2023.
The organization rep-
resents 11,000 account-
ing professionals across
the Commonwealth,
including those serving
in public accounting,
business, government,
nonprofit and education.
As CEO, Ms. Pitter devel-
oped programs to help
accounting professionals
prosper, while building
the pipeline of accoun-
tants and increasing di-
versity in the profession.

Prior to her stint as
CEO, Pitter served as
commissioner of the
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Revenue. She

boasts more than 25
years of experience
helping government
agencies transform their
businesses. She earned
a BA from Connecticut
College, an MA in ac-
counting from North-
eastern University, and
a JD from New England

School of Law.
About Nichols
Nichols College has
earned business ac-
creditation from the

prestigious Association
to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business
(AACSB International),
the longest serving glob-
al accrediting body for
business schools and the
largest business educa-
tion network connect-
ing learners, educators,
and businesses world-
wide. Founded in 1815,
Nichols College trans-
forms today’s students
into tomorrow’s leaders
through a dynamic, ca-
reer-focused  business
and professional edu-
cation. Nichols offers
real-world learning fo-
cused on professional
depth - combined with
vibrant living, competi-
tive athletics, and an un-
matched alumni advan-
tage - equipping students
to exceed their own ex-
pectations. www.nichols.
edu

Locals named to
Champlain College
Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt.
— Michael Ng of Stur-
bridge and Riley Plourde
of Uxbridge was named
to the Champlain Col-
lege Dean’s List for the
Fall 2023 semester.

Students on the Dean’s
List have achieved a
grade point average of
3.5 or higher during the
semester. Ng is currently
majoring in Computer
Networking & Cyberse-
curity.

Making the Dean’s
List is a tremendous
achievement. Many
of the high achievers
balance their career-fo-
cused classes with jobs,
internships, clubs, and
volunteering. We con-

gratulate them on this

great accomplishment
and honor.
Founded in 1878,

Champlain College is
a small, not-for-profit,
private college in Burl-
ington, Vermont, with
additional campuses
in Montreal, Canada,
and Dublin, Ireland.
Champlain offers a tra-
ditional undergraduate
experience from its beau-
tiful campus overlooking
Lake Champlain and
more than 90 residen-
tial undergraduate and
online  undergraduate
and graduate degree pro-
grams and certificates.
Champlain’s distinctive
career-driven approach

F‘amllg Dmmg & Gift Guide ¢

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!

to higher education em-
bodies the notion that
true learning occurs
when information and
experience come togeth-
er to create knowledge.
Champlain ranks in
multiple categories of
U.S. News and World Re-
port’s “Best Colleges;” is
included in The Prince-
ton Review’s 2024 list of
“The Best 389 Colleges;”
was named a 2023-2024
College of Distinction
for Education, Business
and Career Develop-
ment; and was awarded
one of America’s Best
Colleges by Money for
combining quality and
affordability. www.cham-
plain.edu

L

ytcart

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 /2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/31/24
Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

SPENCER 1 |
( QUNTRY

/) ]N

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

All You Can Eat $21.95 (ustax & gratity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

10am-1pm

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

The function room is now open!

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

Fri 4/12 & Sat. 4/13(after 5pm)

STUFFED SOLE

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Ei
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Poetry open mic night at Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON —
celebration of Natlonal
Poetry Month, Charlton
Public Library is hold-
ing their Second Annual
Poetry Open Mic Night
on Tuesday, April 16, at
6:30 p.m. in Dexter Hall.

Joe Fusco, Jr. from
the Worcester County
Poetry Association will
return as our facilitator.
Joe will open the eve-
ning with a reading, and

then open it up to guests
who are welcome to
read their own poetry or
something by a favorite
poet. This event is free
and open to the public,
however, registration
is requested so that we
have an idea of the num-
ber of participants. Reg-
ister online at charlton-
libraryorg on the event
calendar. If you don’t get
a chance to register, you
can still come and we

will work you into the
lineup! This program is
generously sponsored by
Friends of the Charlton
Library.

The Worcester Coun-
ty Poetry Association
(WCPA) was founded
in 1971 by Dr. Samuel
Bachrach and Professor
Michael True and incor-
porated as a nonprofit
organization in 1972.
With over fifty years

Jillian Goyette of Fiskdale

named to Champlain

College President’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. —
Jillian Goyette of Fisk-
dale was named to the
Champlain College Pres-
ident’s List for the Fall
2023 semester.

Students on the Presi-
dent’s List have achieved
a grade point average
of 4.0 or higher during
the semester. Goyette is
currently enrolled in the
Marketing program.

Making the Presi-
dent’s List is a tremen-
dous achievement. Many
of the high achievers
balance their career-fo-
cused classes with jobs,
internships, clubs, and
volunteering. We con-
gratulate them on this

Hiring?

great accomplishment
and honor.

Founded in 1878,
Champlain College is
a small, not-for-profit,
private college in Burl-
ington, Vermont, with

additional campuses
in Montreal, Canada,
and Dublin, Ireland.

Champlain offers a tra-
ditional undergraduate
experience from its beau-
tiful campus overlooking
Lake Champlain and
more than 90 residen-
tial undergraduate and
online undergraduate
and graduate degree pro-
grams and certificates.
Champlain’s distinctive
career-driven approach
to higher education em-

Reach More
Local Appllcants Wante

bodies the notion that
true learning occurs
when information and
experience come togeth-
er to create knowledge.
Champlain ranks in
multiple categories of
U.S. News and World Re-
port’s “Best Colleges;” is
included in The Prince-
ton Review’s 2024 list of
“The Best 389 Colleges;”
was named a 2023-2024
College of Distinction
for Education, Business
and Career Develop-
ment; and was awarded
one of America’s Best
Colleges by Money for
combining quality and
affordability, www.cham-
plain.edu

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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of service to poetry, it
remains one of the lon-
gest-running non-profit
poetry organizations in
the United States.

The mission of the
Worcester County Poet-
ry Association is to cel-
ebrate the rich literary
history and creative en-
ergy of Central Massa-
chusetts through public
readings, workshops,
festivals, scholarly con-

ferences, and other pro-
grams. They publish
the literary journal The
Worcester Review. They
collaborate with librar-
ies, bookstores, colleges
and universities, muse-
ums, churches, schools,
community centers,
businesses, and cultur-
al organizations to pro-
mote poetry events.

Last year was our first
Poetry Open Mic night

and there was a rich as-
sortment of poetry read
by people of all ages! We
hope you can join us to
read your own work, the
work of a favorite poet,
or just to listen.

Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40
Main St. in Charlton.

Let Tantasqua students
help with your project

FISKDALE — The
Tantasqua Regional
School Committee will
be accepting applica-
tions for projects to be

applicants realize sub-
stantial savings. Addi-
tional savings can result
if Tantasqua’s -electri-
cal students install any

in the Tantasqua School
District.

All applications
should be submitted di-

built during the 2024-
2025 school year. The
purpose of these proj-
ects is to provide practi-
cal work experiences for
the carpentry students
of Tantasqua’s Tech-
nical Division. Since
there is no charge for
student labor, qualified

necessary

Charlton City

wiring. rectly to the Superinten-

dent’s Office by June 1.

Applications and de-
sign plans will be accept-
ed for the construction
of a single story house,
garage, addition, or sim-
ilar project. One or more
projects may be selected.
Applicant must reside

For further informa-
tion please call the Tech-
nical Division at 508-347-
3045, ext. 0915 or access
our Web site at http://
www.tantasqua.org/
technical/forms.htm.

UMC

launching Collectibles,
Cards, and Craft Show

CHARLTON — Charlton City Unit-
ed Methodist Church is excited to
announce a new quarterly series: Dy-
namic Collectibles, Cards, and Craft
Show. The first show will be May 4
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 74 Stafford St.,
Charlton. Watch for dates for future
shows every quarter.

Each show will be jam-packed with
vendors, from rare Pokemon cards to
knitted hats; from Epicure represen-

ommunity

Connection

tatives to collectible art, each offering
a wide variety of affordable, one-of-a-
kind product. Baked goods and drinks
will sustain you while you peruse the
dozens of vendors. Vendors are com-
ing from all over Massachusetts to
display their goods for you. Any inter-
ested vendors can contact Joe Dupont
at joedupont@dynamiccardcollectors.
com. Hope to see you there!

Home Health Care

Do you need help
with your personal care?

Meals? Cleaning? Errands?

Transportation to Dr. Appointments?

Let me help you...

25+ years experience, Confidential,
Compassionate, Affordable
Pet care and dog walks too...

Please call Christine 774-232-4212
CNA/HHA/Overnights/Hospice Care

‘Covmiies JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508) 764-7415

Vorin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER ([[©) JEWELERS™ EIAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

' 508-248-9797

Prdpane

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

SeER

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane
PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL Tanks Filled
0-50 .......... $5.70 300-500 ......... $255 40 80%
50-75 ......... $3.40 500 PLUS ....... $2.40

75-150 ....... $3.05 Duel Fuel ....... $3.75 Driver
150-300 ......$2.75 Drop off Tanks .. $3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

e Friday price 4/05/24 was 33_59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS'

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

www.StonebmdgePress.cam

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

Edward Jones

New job, new retirement
account options

We can talk through your financial goals and
find the option that works best for you.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Fmd Us on Socml Medla l'i@
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The allure of

outer space
and eclipses

Humanity's fascination with outer
space and celestial events like eclipses
stretches back to the dawn of our exis-
tence. From ancient civilizations to mod-
ern-day space agencies, the allure of the
cosmos has captured our imaginations
and sparked a colossal sense of wonder
and curiosity. But what is it about outer
space and eclipses that continues to cap-
tivate us?

One of the most undeniable reasons
is the utter scale and mystery of the uni-
verse. OQuter space represents the ultimate
frontier, a vast expanse of uncharted ter-
ritory waiting to be explored. The unfath-
omable distances between stars and gal-
axies, the enigmatic nature of black holes,
and the possibility of extraterrestrial life
all contribute to a sense of awe and in-
trigue. The exploration of outer space of-
fers us the chance to push the boundaries
of our knowledge and understanding, to
uncover the secrets of the cosmos, and to
answer some of humanity's most weighty
questions about our place in the universe.

Eclipses, in particular, hold a special
place because they offer a tangible con-
nection to the cosmos. These rare celestial
events, where the sun, moon, and Earth
align in perfect harmony, produce breath-
taking displays of light and shadow that
captivate millions of people around the
world. Whether it's a solar eclipse, where
the moon passes between the sun and
Earth, casting a temporary shadow on our
planet, or a lunar eclipse, where Earth's
shadow falls across the surface of the
moon, eclipses remind us of the beauty
and grandeur of the universe.

Moreover, eclipses have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping human history
and culture. Ancient civilizations viewed
eclipses as omens or portents, often in-
terpreting them as signs from the gods.
Today, eclipses continue to inspire awe
and wonder, bringing people together to
witness these rare cosmic events first-
hand. Whether it's through scientific ex-
peditions to observe and study eclipses or
community gatherings to marvel at their
beauty, eclipses have a way of uniting us
in our shared sense of wonder and appre-
ciation for the cosmos.

In addition to their aesthetic appeal,
outer space and eclipses also hold im-
mense scientific value. Studying the cos-
mos allows us to better understand the
fundamental laws of nature, from the
forces that govern the motion of celestial
bodies to the origins of the universe itself.
Eclipses provide scientists with unique
opportunities to conduct experiments and
observations that would be impossible un-
der normal circumstances, offering valu-
able insights into everything from solar
physics to the dynamics of Earth's atmo-
sphere.

Furthermore, our fascination with out-
er space and eclipses speaks to something
deeper within us — a primal instinct to
explore, to seek out new frontiers, and to
push the boundaries of what is possible.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

To THE EDITOR

Singer for Selectman

To the Editor:

Hello, my name is David Singer,
and I'm running for re-election for
the Board of Selectmen. After many
discussions with family and friends, I
have decided to run for one last term
as a Charlton Selectman. Charlton
continues to grow, and I would like
to spend the next, final three years,
helping us navigate our journey.

I'm extremely proud of what we’ve
achieved overtheyears. Charltonhasan
outstanding bond rating, we’ve success-
fully built, and continue to build upon,
our stabilization fund. After many
roadblocks we are now in the midst of
pursuing a solution for clean water and
water independence for the people of

Charlton. We've successfully lowered
many fees and passed much needed
bylaws for solar farms and much more.

But our work is far from done. Chal-
lenging times are ahead, and we need
experienced leaders with proven track
records to help guide us through. Lead-
ers who deliver with actions, not empty
words and promises. I'd be honored to
have your support as we work together
tokeep Charlton as the best place to live.

Please consider voting for and
re-electing Singer for Selectman on May
4 at the Heritage School. Thank you.

Yours,
DAVID SINGER
CHARLTON

Celebrate Arbor Day and Earth Day at
Trees and Treasures event

To the Editor:

What a great way to celebrate Arbor
Day and Earth Day, at Trees are Trea-
sures! This event, its fourth annual,
will be held at Wells State Park in Stur-
bridge on Saturday, April 20, from 11
a.m.-3 p.m.

There will be face painting and
crafts for kids and a free native tree
giveaway. Several costumed charac-

ters along the marked trail will be ex-
plaining wetlands and stone walls. It is
a great way to enjoy nature and your
community! This event is sponsored by
Brookfield Fights Fear and Grassroots
Central Mass. For more details, please
see Www.grassrootscentralmass.org/
events.
MAUREEN DOYLE
SOUTHBRIDGE

Re-elect Selectman David Singer:
A continuation of fiscal excellence

To the Editor:

I am writing to express my strong
support for the reelection of David
Singer as a Selectman of Charlton. Asa
past Chairman and 24 year member of
the Charlton Finance Committee, I had
an opportunity to work with David for
many years. We often advocated and
worked for the same beneficial chang-
es for our community. Most telling to
me regarding his concern for our town
and its citizens was his willingness, in
the midst of differing opinions, to find
common ground. David was always
diligent, respectful and willing to work
toward a compromise that moved us
forward. I am convinced that David
Singer’s leadership is indispensable for
the continued progress and prosperity
of Charlton.

During his tenure as Selectman,
David Singer has consistently demon-
strated a fiscally responsible commit-
ment to serving the interests of our
community. His dedication to transpar-
ency, accountability, and strong contin-
ued fiscal responsibility has been ev-
ident in his decision-making process.
David has consistently advocated for
policies that prioritize the well-being
of Charlton residents and ensure that
our town remains a great place to live,
work, and raise a family.

David Singer has a proactive, sen-
sible approach to addressing the cur-
rent challenges facing Charlton sets
him apart as a leader who is not afraid
to tackle difficult issues head-on. Eco-

nomically, with respect to the changes
in Charlton, I believe it is critically im-
portant to have his voice working for
the taxpayers of Charlton. Whether
it’s advocating for infrastructure im-
provements, supporting local business-
es, or enhancing responsible public
safety measures, David has consistent-
ly shown his ability to effectively navi-
gate complex issues and deliver results
for our town.

Moreover, David Singer’s accessibil-
ity and willingness to listen to the con-
cerns of his constituents make him a
selectman who listens. Certainly, that
quality is a welcome and critically
important component for a town lead-
er. He understands the importance of
community engagement and actively
welcomes input from residents wish-
ing to inform his decision-making pro-
cess. Open communication will always
bring forth an environment healthy for
the bond between a town government
and its citizens.

As we approach the upcoming elec-
tion, I urge my fellow Charlton resi-
dents to join me in supporting David
Singer for reelection as Selectman. His
years of service to the town and his re-
cord of leadership, integrity, and dedi-
cation to making fiscally responsible
decisions for the citizens of Charlton,
make him the clear choice to continue
guiding Charlton towards a bright and
prosperous future.

Sincerely,
FRANK J. MORRILL
CHARLTON

A vote for Singer is a vote
for Charlton’s future

To the Editor:

On May 4, Charlton residents will
head to the polls and decide who will
sit on Seat 2 for the Charlton Board of
Selectmen. While local elections don’t
have the turnout of national or state-
wide elections, I can easily argue that
this election is more important. Local
politics can make a greater impact on
our daily lives than national elections,
and this year’s election is coming at a
crucial time for our town.

In a time where our country is seem-
ingly void of common sense, it’s my
sincere hope that our town can break
free of the nonsense and vote in peo-
ple of character who do not have an
agenda, but rather a sincere invested
interest in helping Charlton be the best
it can be. That’s why I'm supporting Da-
vid Singer for Town Selectman.

In my time here in Charlton, I

have seen Mr. Singer support not only
our Police Department, Fire Depart-
ment and veterans, but he has been a
staunch supporter of our schools and
our senior community. Three years
ago, in my narrowly failed bid for a se-
lectman seat, the town seemingly chose
false promises and idealism over con-
servatism and reality. If you've been
paying attention, you know the major
issues that faced the board over the
past three years. I cannot imagine the
harm that could’ve fallen on our town
had Mr. Singer not been on the board
to represent us. Speaking for my fami-
1y, we have seen frivolous spending and
increased taxes in the state since our
last gubernatorial election, and we cer-
tainly can’t afford to see that spill over
to our town as well.

Turn To LETTERpage A7

(zood Neighbor
Food Pantry

BY DR. ROBIN MCFEE

“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat....”

Matthew 25: 31

Most of us take for granted when we
are hungry, we can go to our refrigera-
tor or a kitchen cabinet and find some-
thing to eat. In some cases we are bless-
ed to find a wide variety of options
from which to choose. But many in our
community cannot do that. Their cup-
boards are bare, or nearly so, and food
insecurity has become a daily struggle.

Members of our community who
don’t know where their next meal is
coming from have faces and names;
they are more than statistics. That fact
came to Charlton City United Meth-
odist Church (CCUMC), and we were
ready!

The other day we got a knock on the
door at our church. A woman intro-
duced herself, and told the pastor she
got laid off from work, and after rent,
didn’t have enough money to feed her
children, let alone herself. She started
walking from her apartment hoping
she would come across someone who
might help her when our church came
into view.

Her timing was perfect. And thank-
fully we were able to provide lots of
food for the woman and her children,
with an invitation to return for more,
because CCUMC just started our Good
Neighbor Food Pantry, which is one of
several outreach ministries to fulfill
our mission of being the scriptural
‘good neighbor’ as a church, and serve
as a resource for the people around us.

Thanks to the generosity of so
many people in our faith family, and
three women who decided to take on
this ministry — Gaelle McLoud, Mar-
sha Mason and Jean Anderson - we
are ready to share food with those who
need it. And the only questions you
will get from us, as our Pastor demon-
strated, will be “how can we help you,”
or “did you take enough,” or “can we
help you carry more to your car?”

Putting a face to the challenge of
hunger is always powerful. So is the
feeling of helping someone, even if it
just gets them through a day or a week.
Because the real gift isn’t just the food,
but the knowledge for those in need
that they too can put a face on the peo-
ple willing to lend a hand. It is in the
human touch of kindness that tran-
scends and makes us all better for it.

When I asked each of the women
who helped champion our good neigh-
bor food pantry what motivated their
efforts, to a person they shared an
observation — they were noticing peo-
ple who in the past were able to share
resources now are in need of help.
Having spoken with members of food
banks and similar outreach enterpris-
es, they, too, are seeing people who once
could give, and now need to receive.

Gaelle, Marsha and Jean also shared
personal stories how each had a period
in their lives when they faced finan-
cial struggles, and could relate to folks
needing help. Fortunately now they are
in positions to help others, and wanted
to find a way to make a difference. And
as people of faith, each wanted to live
Christ’s admonition to feed the hungry
(Matthew 25:31 — 40).

And there are lots of hungry folks
around. The number of people who
don’t have enough to eat, who have
to juggle limited resources and make
choices whether to buy sufficient food,
pay rent, get medications, or purchase
heating fuel, is growing — in our neigh-
borhoods, all across the Common-
wealth, as well as states around us.

As a church and as individuals we
recognize the needs are great and
houses of worship like ours are in a po-
sition to help meet those needs. Most of
the great religions have scriptures that
inspire congregants to help others. If
you belong to a house of worship, con-
sider starting a food pantry for your
neighborhood.

We can do something to lighten the
hunger burden, and Charlton City
United Methodist Church on 74 Staf-

Turn To FOOD PANTRY page A7
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Slow and steady: A smart way to invest

You've probably heard
stories about fortunate
investors who “get in
on the ground floor” of
a new, hot company and
quickly make a fortune.
But while these things
may happen, they are ex-
ceedingly rare and often
depend on hard-to-du-
plicate  circumstances
— and they really don’t
represent a viable way
of investing for one’s
goals. A far more tried-
and-true approach is the
“slow-and-steady” meth-
od.

To follow this strate-
gy, consider these sug-
gestions:

Start small — and
add more when you
can. When you’re first
starting out in the work-
ing world, you may not
have a lot of extra mon-
ey with which to invest,
especially if you’re car-
rying student loan debt.
But one of the key ad-

vantages of the slow-
and-steady method is
that it does not require
large investment sums
to get going. If you can
afford to put away even
$50 or $100 amonth into
individual stocks or

mutual funds, month

FINANCIAL
Focus

statements
show  negative
results. By un-
derstanding that
these downturns

may

TREVOR
NIELSEN

are a normal part
of the investment
environment, you

can avoid overre-

after month, you may
be surprised and pleased
at how your account can
grow. And when your
salary goes up, you can
put away more money
each month.

Take advantage of an
employer’s retirement
plan.If your employer
offers a 401(k) or simi-
lar tax-advantaged re-
tirement plan, try to
take full advantage of it.
Again, if you're just be-
ginning your career, you
may not be able to put
away much in this type
of plan, but even a small
amount is better than
nothing. And as soon as
you can possibly afford

it, try to put in enough
to earn your employer’s
matching contribution,
if one is offered. These
types of plans can offer
some key benefits — and
perhaps the biggest one
is that investing is auto-
matic, in that the money
is moved directly from
your paycheck into the
investments you’ve cho-
sen within your 401(k) or
other plan.

Be prepared for down-
turns. The financial
markets will always ex-
perience ups and downs.
So, you need to be pre-
pared for those times
when your investment

actions, such as
selling quality invest-
ments with good fun-
damentals just because
their price has tempo-
rarily dropped.

Chart your progress
regularly. A key element
of a slow-and-steady
investment approach
is knowing how well
it’'s working. But it’s
important to measure
your progress in a way
that makes sense for
you. So, for example,
instead of measuring
your portfolio’s perfor-
mance against that of an
external stock market
index, such as the S&P
500, you may want to

assess where you are to-
day versus one year ago,
or whether the overall
progress you're making
is sufficient to help you
meet the financial goals
you've set for yourself
well into the future. An-
other reason not to use a
market index as a mea-
suring tool is that the
index only looks at a cer-
tain pool of investments,
which, in the case of the
S&P 500, is simply the
largest companies listed
on U.S. stock exchanges.
But long-term investors
try to own a range of
assets — U.S.
and foreign
stocks, bonds,
government
securities,
certificates of
deposit, and
So on.

“Slow and
steady” may
not sound

like an exciting ap-
proach to investing. But
it’s often the case that
a little less excitement,
and a lot more diligence,
can prove to be quite ef-
fective.

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.
Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor in
Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@
edwardjones.com.

Freshwater
fishing
heats up

An Array of Random Tips & Tricks

Spring is here and it seems the perfect
season to start a home project and/or
prep for planning that backyard garden,
From painting to gardening tips (and a
few home remedies), read on for some
“semirandom” tips that seem especially
appropriate to share this time of year!

*%

Spring is spruce-up season, and if for
you, that in includes painting, try these
painting pointers from the pros:

Flat Out Frugal Paint: The higher the
gloss of the finish, the easier the paint
is to clean. However high gloss shows
imperfections, that’s why flat is used.
How do you get a flat finish with “wash-
ability?” Just mix a pint of gloss finish
paint into each gallon of flat finish.

FOOD PANTRY

continued from page A6

ford Street is here to help.

If you or someone you know needs
some food, give us a call or come on by
during one of our worship services or
outreach programs. We will make you
feel at home.

And if you wish to contribute to our
good neighbor food pantry, we welcome
your kindness. Trust me, the feeling of
helping others, especially knowing you
kept a child, a family from going hun-
gry, even if it was just for one night, can
be transformative. So please join our
efforts.

For more information contact Charl-
ton City United Methodist Church at
508-248-7379, or email john@cc-umc.org
or robinccumcmedia@gmail.com.

LETTER

continued from page A6

It should be clear to all that during
Mr. Singer’s long tenure serving our
town, he has not been a slave to pet proj-
ects or false promises made simply to
“get elected.” He has served this town
with integrity, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, common sense. We need people
like Mr. Singer, now more than ever, to
lead our town considering the expendi-
tures on the horizon and shrinking fam-
ily incomes. My feeling is that it would
be disastrous for our town to move away
from a fiscal conservative like Mr. Sing-
er.

David Singer has shown that he
respects everyone’s opinions and rep-
resents the entire town of Charlton
fairly and honestly during his long
time on the board. This is something
that cannot be disputed by anyone that
has been paying attention. Our govern-
ment is supposed to work for us - and we
shouldn’t be taking chances in such an
important time in our town’s history. I
choose to back the candidate who stuck
with Charlton through the tough times
and knows what it takes to help run this
town. Please take the time to visit Her-
itage school on May 4 and vote for our
town’s future. Join me in supporting
David Singer for Charlton Town Select-
man.

Sincerely,
ScoT NERI
CHARLTON

o TAKE
Timing
the Job: THE
Choose HINT
warm . dry o
mornings
to paint. KAREN
C ol d TRAINOR
weather
retards

drying of paint and the dampness will
spoil the gloss. And avoid using paint
directly from the can as this may cause
contamination and prematurely age the
paint. Pour the amount you expect to
use in 30 minutes into a separate con-
tainer.

*%

Backyard gardeners are prepping for
planting this month. Read on for some
helpful hacks:

Beautiful Blooms: Planning a spring
flower garden? For an interesting mix,
plan to merge short plants with tall
specimens for variety and depth, and
differing textures. And don’t underes-
timate the power of fragrance. Plan a
pathway of flowers with strong floral
scents to welcome visitors up to your
door!

*%

See the Light: Starting indoor seed-
lings and don’t have greenhouse light?
No worries! It is possible to achieve
satisfactory results by utilizing your
ordinary LED white shop lights. Gary
Pilarchik of therustedgarden.com rec-
ommends 5,000 lumens or higher. Hang
the lights about two feet above the seed-
lings.

*%

An old fashioned lore worth repeating:
Long ago farmers used to use the crick-
et’s chirp to estimate the temperature,
and you can too! Just count how many
chirps you hear in 15 seconds, then add
40. This will give the approximate tem-
perature in degrees Fahrenheit.

* *
H202 for Plants: Hydrogen peroxide.
It does much more than sooth a sore
throat or clean a cut! Even your plants
can benefit from H202. Just water or
mist plants with an ounce of hydrogen
peroxide in one quart water.

%%

Produce Wash for Pennies: ‘Tis the
season of fresh produce - and pesticides.
If you’re buying a commercial produce
wash, your hard earned cash may be
literally going down the drain! Instead,
in a spray bottle, mix two tablespoons
of baking soda with one cup of water.
If you want add a tablespoon of lemon
juice. Spray veggies, let sit for a few min-
utes and rinse!

*%

Garden Therapy: Here’s a stat worth
repeating: If you're planning a garden,
you may be reaping more than healthy
plants! The Horticultural Therapy
Association claims simply looking at
trees and vegetation reduces stress, low-
ers blood pressure and relieves muscle
tension. Gardening can produce endor-
phin highs similar to those experienced
when jogging or cycling!

%%

Skip the medicine cabinet and open

the kitchen cabinet to try these pantry
cures:

It’s well know that if you’re drinking
tea, you are boosting your immune sys-
tem. But did you know studies show tea
reduces the risk of some cancers? Actual
tea, as opposed to herbal tea, is rich
in powerful antioxidants. The National
Foundation for Cancer Research reports
green tea is 100 times more potent than
vitamin C and 25 times more potent
than vitamin E at protecting cells from
cancer.

£

Have a headache? Mix two table-
spoons of apple cider vinegar with two
teaspoons of honey in a glass of water,
drink it slowly, and get results within a
half-hour. Or eat ten to twelve almonds.
Experts say the almonds are equal to
taking two aspirins but won’t irritate
your stomach.

*%

Your tips can win you a great dinner
for two at the historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered into a random

drawing. One winner per month will |

win a fabulous three course dinner for
two at the renowned restaurant, located

on Route 131 across the town common in |
historic Sturbridge. Because I'm in the }

business of dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for
some), I'm counting on you readers out
there to share your best helpful hints!
Do you have a tip that has worked for

you? Do you have a question regarding | %

household or garden matters? If so,
why not share them with readers of
Stonebridge Press newspapers? Send

questions and/or hints to: Take the §

Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com. Hints
are entered into a drawing for dinner for
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news ~

- !

~

N

Wachusett Reservoir was hot last week
for numerous anglers, as this week’s pic-
tures show. Trout fishing was not bad
either; if you could stand the cold wind
that was blowing all week.

Wallum Lake opens this Saturday, and
should be a great day outdoors. The lake
was stocked two times by Massachusetts,
and the trout should provide some great
fishing. The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club
will also open their trout pond to fishing
for members only.

Eastman Party boats had some slow
fishing last week with spotty fishing for

Courtesy
Pet is shown here with some nice large lake

trout taken from Wachusett Reservoir last
week.

8 ! —a
A possible catch & release record lake trout
caught at Wachusett Reservoir last week.

haddock and pollock. There were plenty
of Cusks being caught. Mass. saltwater
fishing regulations have changed very
little from last year, with scaup increas-

ing anoth-

er inch.
THE GREAT . lautog
fishing
Outpoors in  both
Mass. &
e 6 0 0 0 0 o R h O d e
RALPH Island
TRUE should
start to
improve
in the next

two weeks. Although a three fish daily
bag limit is still in effect, catching a few
of these hard fighting fish are all worth
the effort. Eating one of these fish can
provide a meal like no other ocean fish.

Turkeys are starting to become more
active in the last few days. Sightings by
local hunters have increased also. The
Mass. turkey season opens on April 29.

Striper migration is slowly heading
our way, and anglers are only days away
from catching them. The one fish daily
limit is the same as last year, with a slot
limit still in effect.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep them Rods
Bending.
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Windows & Door's j
Iriple Savings Event EEE

Until April 30, we're discounting our most popular products

/“,\\9 MP L/ED l Our Link to Andersen®:
/\’9 \ : S Renewal by Andersen is the full-service
S&\‘ \ "‘6 replacement window division of Andersen,
'K the #1 trusted window brand.?

Superior Material:

Our composite Fibrex® window material
is 2X stronger than vinyl, which is why
our windows will last for years.?

Certified Master Installers:
When it comes to installations,
experience matters. Our crews have
installed thousands of windows and
must pass our tough certification
program. And if they’re not respectful
and clean, we won't hire them.

' — |ENERGY STAR

bREN EWAL ACCLAIM
YANDERSEN  Repi ACEMENT WINDOWS  #asriiee oF i vean - - -

FULESERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN Sustained Excellence

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $400 off each window and $850 off each entry/patio door and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 4/1/2024 and 4/30/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the
promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status.
Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 22022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders,
architects & homeowners. *See Renewal by Andersen® Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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Masonic Open House is back!

NNDTIARE BINCE

1859

\

339 Ashland Avenue Southbridge Massachusetts

Lodge Meetings First Monday Each Month

Courtesy

Quinebaug Masonic Lodge located at 339 Ashland Ave. in Southbridge invites you to come and see the history and mystic of
Freemasonry. We are looking for a “Few Good Men”; is there greatness in you?

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE

also be hosting this
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

Open House. Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge was char-
tered in 1859 and has been

SOUTHBRIDGE — around for an astounding
This Saturday, April 165 years. The Lodge is
13, from 9 a.m. to 3 thrivingdue to the strong
p.m., the Quinebaug bond of Freemasonry

Masonic Lodge locat-
ed at 339 Ashland Ave,
Southbridge will be host-
ing an Open House. All
lodges located through-

and family-oriented men
in this community.

If you like history and
tradition, come down and
visit the Lodge. During

this Open House period
you will be able to see

out Massachusetts will

the mysterious Lodge
meeting room along
with ancient symbols.
Additionally, our walls of
photos represent previ-
ous Lodge Past Masters,
dating back more than
100 years. We will give
you a tour and explain
what Freemasonry is
to men and their fami-
lies in our communi-
ty. In its 165 years the
Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge of Freemasons has

continued to make good
men better. One of our
famous founding fathers,
Benjamin Franklin, once
said “Is there greatness
in you.” Ask this ques-
tion to yourself and if so,
come to this open house
and talk to our broth-
ers. If you would like
more information about
Freemasonry and to find
a lodge nearest you, visit
our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org.

Old Sturbridge Village

commemorates American Patriots
with muskets, marching, and more

25th Continental Regiment (American Revolu-

tion)

Historic Marine Education (War of 1812)
15th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry (Ameri-

can Civil War)

Be What Remains (American Civil War)
U.S. Naval Landing Party (American Civil War)

Families and friends are encouraged to connect

with history at Old Sturbridge Village during the
final month of the Kids Free Standard Daytime Ad-
mission promotion, running until April 28. Through-
out April, up to two children, aged 17 years or young-
er, will be admitted for free with each adult standard

STURBRIDGE — On April 13 & 14, Old Sturbridge
Village will honor Patriots’ Day with a weekend of
fifes and drums and the booming of musket fire as
soldiers muster on the historic Common. Visitors
will participate in programs and activities through-
out the day hearing stories of patriots who helped
lay the groundwork for the founding of our country
during the American Revolution as well as military
history from the 19th and 20th centuries. The week-
end’s highlight will be the visiting re-enactment
groups representing different wars. They include:

5th  Connecti-
cut Regiment
(American Revo-
lution)

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!!

HURRY!
Limited time
only!

news(@
stonebridge
DIESS.IENS

L

508-

FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY
M.TW. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

full-price daytime admission ticket.

Adult visitors are encouraged to purchase
tickets online in advance to save even more!
In addition to Kids Free, tickets purchased on-
line include a $3 savings compared to tickets
purchased at the door. For full details, restric-
tions, and to purchase tickets visit: https://
www.osv.org/event/kids-free-march-april/.

The Kids Free promotion for April applies
only to standard full-price adult daytime ad-
mission. Please note that this promotion does

not apply to field trips.

Old Sturbridge Village is open Wednesday—
Sunday from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. For a full list of
Patriots’ Day Weekend details, visit: https://
WWW.osv.org/event/patriots-weekend/ .

& annu m?

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

234-8777

WORLD'S GREATEST

REGLINER SALE,

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest
recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more...

all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

5300

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Southbrid
(Garden Club

presents Third

Annual Spring
Plant Sale

STURBRIDGE — Calling all gardeners, plant en-
thusiasts and nature lovers! The Southbridge Garden
Club invites the general public to its third annual
Spring Plant Sale on Saturday, May 27 from 9 a.m.
to noon on the Sturbridge Town Common. The sale
takes place rain or shine.

The Plant Sale will feature a wide selection of pe-
rennials, shrubs, vegetables, herbs, houseplants, cem-
etery boxes, and a garden treasure table with variety
of garden-related items, such as small tools, flower-
pots, gloves, decorative garden items, some surprises,
and other goodies.

A representative from the Massachusetts Master
Gardeners Association will conduct free soil testing.
The Yankee Dahlia Society will be selling tubers and
other items. Other vendors include Missa’s Organic
Native Garden, the Worcester Conservancy, Eric’s
Aviaries, the Union Bee Company, and more. Shop-
pers will be able to browse and purchase one or more
books on gardening, ecology, cooking, and landscap-
ing at the Friends of Joshua Hyde Public Library
Book Sale in Sturbridge.

Proceeds from the Spring Plant Sale support the
programs, scholarships, and beautification projects
that the Southbridge Garden Club sponsors. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

The Southbridge Garden Club is a regional orga-
nization that welcomes gardeners of all abilities and
has been serving the area since 1953. The organiza-
tion became a member of the Garden Club Federa-
tion in Massachusetts in 2003. The Club’s mission is

0 “share an interest in horticulture and to expand
our knowledge of gardening for our mutual benefit
and that of our local communities.”

Visit our Facebook page for updates, https://www.
facebook.com/SouthbridgeGardenClub.

For more information, please contact Sally at 508-
207-6882.

gce

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

www.CleanSlateEstate.com « (401) 640-9385

We are looking for clients wanting

to sell their small & large collections of the
following items to earn some quick cash.

Make some $$$$ from your years of

collecting! Turn it into money you can use
for Vacation, Bills, Hobby, etc.

Small & Large Collections of Artwork,

Vehicles, Primitive Furniture, Late 1800’s,
High-End Mid-Century Designer Furniture

CLEAN

SLATE
ESTATE

CS“:

We Bu

Baseball, Basketball, Football, and
Pokémon Cards, Comics, Coins,
Collectibles, Gold, Silver, Jewelry,
Military Items, Stamps, Trains, Toys,
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LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF CHARLTON DPW
MATERIALS & SERVICES
Sealed bids, appropriately marked will
be publicly opened and read in the
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, Municipal
Office Building, 37 Main Street,
Charlton MA 01507 on Monday, April
22, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. for the following
DPW materials which will be used on
approximately 10,000 linear feet of
road surface.
1. Bituminous concrete, Type
I, in place (Must be pre-qualified)
“MassDOT prequalifications of
contractors with the class of work
as, Pavement Surfacing, for the
project with an estimated value of
$573,230.00 will be required.”
2. Full Depth Pavement Reclamation
(Calcium Chloride) (Must be pre-
qualified) all grading included.
“MassDOT prequalifications of
contractors with the class of work
as, Pavement Surfacing, for the
project with an estimated value of
$97,685.40 will be required.”
3. Stone Seal, Double Stone Seal &
10% Asphalt Rubber Surface Treatment
(Must be pre-qualified). “MassDOT
prequalifications of contractors
with the class of work as, Pavement
Surfacing, for the project with an
estimated value of $245,182.50 will
be required.”
This is a state funded project that
exceeds $50,000.00, therefore, all
contractors intending to bid on ltem
1 — Bituminous concrete, Type |, in
place and ltem 2 — Scarifying and
pulverizing in place asphalt pavement,
all_grading included and ltem 3 -
Stone Seal, Double Stone Seal & 10%
Asphalt Rubber Surface Treatment,
must be pre-qualified by the Contract
Engineer, Room 7373, 10 Park Plaza,
Boston, MA 02116. With submission
of the properly executed “Approval
for Proposal Form” to the office of the
Town Administrator, Municipal Office
Building, 37 Main Street, Charlton MA
01507, the prospective bidder will be
entitled to a non-transferable proposal
package.
Prospective bidders must obtain and
utilize the bid package. The Town
Administrator in the Selectmen’s
Meeting Room, Municipal Office
Building, 37 Main Street, Charlton
MA 01507, must receive sealed
bids, no later than Monday, April 22,
2024 at 2:00 p.m. Each item shall
be clearly marked in a separate
envelope as to which category the
bidder has chosen, i.e. “ltem 1 -
Bituminous concrete, Type |, in place”.
Any deviations from Massachusetts
General Laws, Massachusetts
Highway Department requirements
and proposal stipulations will result in
an automatic disqualification from the
bidding process.
This bid is advertised under Chapter
30; Section 39M, Chapter 149, Section
26 — 27F of the M.G.L., in reference
to the prevailing wage rates. All road
material work and materials shall
conform to the requirements of the
Massachusetts Highway Department
Standard Specifications for Highways,
Bridges and Waterways.
All bids must be submitted under
Chapter 30, Section 39M, which
requires a bid deposit in the form
of a bid bond. The amount of such
bid deposit shall be five per cent of
the value of the bid.
Within ten days of the notification of
award, the contractor is required to
provide a security bond under section
twenty-nine of Chapter One Hundred
and Forty Nine, for 50% of the contract
award
All bids are effective April 22, 2024 and
expire April 22, 2025.
Any questions should be directed to
Harold Piehl, DPW Superintendent at
508-248-2212.
The Town Administrator reserves the
right to waive any minor informality in
the bids and reject any or all bids and
to make awards in a manner deemed
to be in the best interest of the Town.
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL
ESTATE

By virtue of and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Jeanne
M. Button and Thomas R. Button to
Bank of America, N.A., dated March
4, 2006 and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 38585, Page 379 (the
“Mortgage”), as affected by a Release
of Liability as to Thomas R. Button,
dated May 28, 2020, and recorded at
said Registry of Deeds in Book 67681,
Page 182 of which mortgage Bank of
America, N.A. is the present holder, for
breach of conditions of said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclosing the
same, the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 140 Paradise Lane, Fiskdale
(Sturbridge), MA 01518 will be sold at

a Public Auction at 3:00 PM on April
25, 2024, at the mortgaged premises,
more particularly described below, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Sturbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts shown as lot
#36 on a plan of land entitled “Plan of
lots in Sturbridge, Massachusetts sur-
veyed for J & J Realty, June 6, 1996,
Para Land Surveying, Incorporated,
Southbridge, Massachusetts, scale
1” = 40’, said plan being record-
ed with Worcester District Registry
of deed at plan book 705, plan 73,
said land being more particularly
bounded and described as follows:
beginning at the northwest cor-
ner of land herein described, at a
point on the easterly side of Paradise
Lane as shown on said plan;
thence S.69° 03’ 41” E. Along land now
or formerly of J & J Realty and Nathan
Southwick, a distance of 440.14 feet;
thence S. 10° 47° 29” E. Along land
now or formerly of Sturbrook Realty
Trust, a distance of 244.50 feet;
thence S. 60° 01" 26" W., along
land now or formerly of G. M. N.
Inc., a distance of 150 feet;
thence N. 47° 00’ 19” W. Along lot 35
as shown on said plan, a distance of
212.03 feet; thence N. 51° 09’ 08” W.
Along said lot 35 a distance of 249.10
feet to a point on the easterly side of
paradise lane as shown on said plan;
thence N. 07° 21’ 43” E. Along said
paradise lane a distance of 173.00
feet to the point of beginning.
Containing an area of 2.7566 acres.
Being the same property conveyed
to Thomas R. Button and Jeanne M.
Button by quit claim deed of Donald
W. Garfield recorded 10/16/98 in Book
20539, Page 59, Doc. 152069.

For mortgagor’s title see deed
recorded with the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 20539, Page 59.

The premises will be sold
subject to any and all unpaid taxes
and other municipal assessments and
liens, and subject to prior liens or
other enforceable encumbrances of
record entitled to precedence over this
mortgage, and subject to and with the
benefit of all easements, restrictions,
reservations and conditions of record
and subject to all tenancies and/or
rights of parties in possession.

Terms of the Sale: Cashier’s or
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00
as a deposit must be shown at the time
and place of the sale in order to qualify
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and
its designee(s) are exempt from this
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price
payable by certified check in thirty (30)
days from the date of the sale at the
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or such
other time as may be designated by
mortgagee. The description for the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Bank of America, N.A.

Korde & Associates, P.C.

900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102

Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500

Button, Jeanne M. Button and
Thomas R. Button, 12-009647
April 4, 2024

April 11, 2024

April 18, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 50 Randolph Street,

Southbridge, MA 01550

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Jonathan Gonzalez
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for OCMBC, Inc., and now held
by Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC,
said mortgage dated October 21, 2021
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 66352, Page 303, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as Mortgagee, as Nominee
for OCMBC, Inc. to Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC by assignment dated
August 25, 2023 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 69564,
Page 202; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on May 21, 2024 at
09:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon,
and all the privileges and appurte-
nances thereto belonging situated in
said Southbridge, on the southerly
side of Randolph Street,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the

ground on the southerly line of
Randolph Street at the northeasterly
corner thereof and the northwest cor-
ner of land of David Calcagni, said
pin being situated 50 feet westerly
from the westerly line of Lyons Street;
THENCE westerly along the southerly
line of Randolph Street 50 feet to an
iron pin at land formerly of Antaya;
THENCE southerly along land former-
ly of Antaya 85 feet, more or less, to
the northwest corner of land now or
formerly of Joseph Marinelli et ux;
THENCE in an easterly direction
along the northerly line of land now or
formerly of Joseph Marinelli et ux, 50
feet to an iron pin at land of Calcagni;
THENCE northerly by land of
Calcagni 85 feet, more or less, to the
point of beginning.

BEING Lot No. 103 as numbered

and shown on plan entitled “Plan of
Lots for Mrs. A. P. Olney, Southbridge,
Mass., made by John A. Whittaker,
C.E. dated, August 15, 1901, record-
ed with Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Book of Plans 24, Plan 62

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated October 12, 2021 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
66352, Page 299.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Lakeview Loan Servicing,
LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

April 11, 2024

April 18, 2024

April 25, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 36 Finlay Road,

Fiskdale (Sturbridge), MA 01518

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Al J. Gallant and
Nancy P. Gallant to Financial Freedom
Senior Funding Corporation, a sub-
sidiary of IndyMac Bank, FSB, and
now held by Longbridge Financial,
LLC, said mortgage dated July 31,
2007 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 41608, Page 236, said
mortgage was assigned from Financial
Freedom Senior Funding Corporation
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as nominee
for Financial Freedom Acquisition LLC
by assignment dated September 25,
2009 and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 44930, Page 169;
said mortgage was assigned from
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Financial Freedom Acquisition
LLC to Longbridge Financial LLC by
assignment dated November 9, 2022
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 68479, Page 279; for
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Public
Auction on May 21, 2024 at 10:00 AM
Local Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described in said
mortgage, to wit:

6 FINLAY ROAD, STURBRIDGE,
MASSACHUSETTS
The land with the buildings there-
on, situated in Sturbridge on
the easterly side of Finlay
Road, boundedanddescribedasfollows:
BEGINNING at  the south-
westerly comer thereof, at an
iron pin on the easterly side of
Finlay Road at land of Ferdinand
J.  Szczypien et ux, distant
691.99 feet northerly from an
iron pin at the end of a stone
wall on the easterly side of
Finlay Road at land of George
w Curboy;

THENCE N. 86 deg. 28 58
E. by said Szczypien land,
409.10 feet to an iron pin at

stone wall at said Curboy land;
THENCE N. 6 deg. 17°42”W. along wall
by said Curboy land, 150.17 feet to an
iron pin at land now or for-
merly  of  John S. Finlay;
THENCE S. 86 deg. 28’ 58” W. by land
now or formerly of John S. Finlay, 401.82

feet to an iron pin on the east-
erly side of Finlay Road;
THENCE S. 3deg. 31°02”E. by the east-
erly side of Finlay Road, 150 feet to the
point of beginning.
CONTAINING 1.39 acres, more or less.
The premises are shown on
plan by Wayne Morse and
Donald Murray Surveyors, dated
March 4, 1970 and filed with Worcester
District Deeds, Plan Book 352, Plan 12.
For Grantor’s title see Deed recorded
in Book 19548, Page 203.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated January 12, 1998 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
19548, Page 203.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Longbridge Financial, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701

April 4, 2024

April 11, 2024

April 18, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Division

Docket No. SU24W0313
SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION

Judith Herrea, Plaintiff(s)

VS.

Christopher Santos, Defendant(s)
To the above-named Defendant(s):
Christopher Santos
A Complaint has been presented to this
coort by the Plaintiff, Judith Herrrera,
seeking a Complaint for Custody-
Support-Visitation filed on February
21, 2024
You are required to serve upon
Plaintiff, Judith Herrera at 176 Msgr
O’Callaghan Way, South Boston, MA
02127 you answer on or before May
12, 2024.

If you fail to do so, the court will pro-
ceed to the hearing and adjudication
of this action. You are also required to
file a copy of your answer bin the office
of the Register of this Court at 24 New
Chardon St., Boston, MA 0.2114.
WITNESS, Brian J. Dunn, Esquire,
First Justice of saidCourt, this 21st day
of March, 2024.

Stephanie K. Fattman
April 11, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on April 24, 2024, at
7PM on the application of William H
Webb for Webb Construction Co.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the removal of an existing deck and the
construction of a new deck. The project
location is: 62 Baker Road, Charlton,
MA.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting of the Charlton Con-
servation Commission will be conduct-
ed in person and via remote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/892989803437p-
wd=VjIMZGIhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3IWZz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
April 11, 2024

wiww.Stonebridge
Press.com
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Enjoy and protect hydrangeas from hungry deer

Melinda Myers

Hydrangeas are a favorite of hungry deer
making them susceptible to severe damage
so strategies to protect these plants are
recommended.

Low maintenance, beautiful flow-
ers, and plenty of varieties have made
hydrangeas a favorite landscape plant.
It seems you can’t visit a garden center
or nursery without being tempted by
one of the traditional favorites or newer
hydrangea varieties.
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All Major Brands |
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New Stainless Steel
Whirlpool Smooth
Top Electric Stove

$300 off NOW $599
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Parts Hotline 888-220-1027 "%

VA
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S 42 W, Main St., Brookfield, MA
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Despite their easy-
carenature, hungry deer
can make it difficult to
fully enjoy these plants.
Rutgers University rates
landscape plants based
on their susceptibility to
deer damage. According
to Rutgers, hydrangeas

for protecting large

GARDEN areas. The University
of Minnesota found
MOMENTS  deer can be kept out

of small gardens that
are 8 x 16 feet or small-
er with much shorter
fences. Sturdy decora-
tive posts and some-

MELINDA
MYERS

are occasionally severe-
ly damaged by deer,
meaning they are a plant preferred by
deer and protection is advised. Your
experience may be different and can
vary from year to year, but it is always
wise to be prepared to protect key plants
in your landscape.

Deer like to browse leaves, tender
shoots, flower buds, and blossoms.
Damage is worse when populations are
high, food is scarce, and when environ-
mental stresses like cold and deep snow
are present. Once deer find a place to
dine, they tend to return. Their dam-
age has a rough or torn appearance as
opposed to a clean cut like that made by
a pruner. Preventing damage is always
the best way to maximize your enjoy-
ment. Even if your plants have escaped
damage in the past, continue to watch
for deer tracks, droppings, and plant
damage.

Fencing is one option but not always
themost attractive or practical. An eight-
foot fence is the recommended height

V

ASPHALT PAVING

r"Quality counts S R
when no one Al ACCREDITED
is looking." 'BBB.

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator J

what invisible deer
fencing tend to make a
less obtrusive fence. Always check with
your local municipality for any fencing
restrictions.

Many gardeners report success using
high-test fishing line. Create a barrier
using strong five-foot posts with the
fishing line spaced at two-foot intervals.

Scare tactics may provide some short-
term help. Motion-sensitive sprinklers,
noise makers, and smells are often used.
Several gardeners reported success
placing colorful wine bottles inverted
over rebar posts. The rattling helped
discourage deer browsing and added
an ornamental element to the garden.
Change scare tactics to increase success.

Place key plants closer to your home,
in the back of large beds, or surround-
ed by less susceptible plants. Making it
hard to reach the plants can help dis-
courage damage to hydrangeas.

Repellents are another option. Treat

susceptible plants before the deer start
browsing for the best results. Look for
a rain and snow-resistant product, like
organic Plantskydd (plantskydd.com),
which does not need to be reapplied
as often. That means you’ll save time
applying and spend less money.

Maximize results by treating new
growth according to the label directions.
Most liquid repellents need time to dry
and can only be applied when tempera-
tures are above freezing. Always check
the label for the product being applied
and follow the directions for the best
results.

Continue to monitor the landscape
for signs of deer presence and dam-
age and adjust your management
strategies as needed. Be persistent
SO you can increase your success.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20
gardeningbooks, including The Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything”
instant video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by Tree World Plant Care
for her expertise in writing this article.
Her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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LEGALS

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Excavation/ Site work e Ultilities Trenching
\ Drainage/ Water Mitigation ® Demolition/ Large junk removal
Land Clearing ® Stumping ® Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing e More...
Hillside Excavaction'& Property-Maintenance

HillsideDigging@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
UTILITIES
NOTICE OF FILING, PUBLIC
HEARING, AND REQUEST FOR
COMMENTS
D.P.U.24-39
April4,2024
Petition of the Town of Southbridge for
Approval by the Department of Public
Utilities of its Municipal Aggregation
Plan, pursuant to G.L. c. 164, § 134.
On February 9, 2024, the Town of
Southbridge (“Town”) filed a request
with the Department of Public Utili-
ties (“Department”) for approval of a
municipal aggregation plan pursuant
to G.L.c. 164, §134. General Laws c.
164, § 134 authorizes a municipality
to procure electric supply on behalf
of consumers within its municipal
borders through a municipal aggre-
gation program (“Program”). Eligi-
ble electricity consumers not already
enrolled with a competitive elec-
tric supplier would be automatical-
ly enrolled in the Program unless
they chose to opt-out, in which case
they would continue to receive basic
service provided by their electric
distribution company, Massachusetts
Electric Company d/b/a National
Grid. The Department docketed this
matter as D.P.U. 24-39.
The Town has retained Good Ener-
gy, L.P. to serve as its consultant
in this proceeding and to assist in

the implementation of the Program.
The Town seeks a waiver on its own
behalf and on behalf of the compet-
itive electric supplier(s) chosen for
the Program, of certain information
disclosure requirements contained in
G.L.c. 164, § 1F(6) and

220 CMR 11.06(4)(c).

The Department will conduct a virtual
public hearingtoreceive commentson
the Town’s filing. TheDepartmentwill-
conductthehearingusingZoomvideo-
conferencingonMay8, 2024, begin-
ning at 2:00 p.m.Attendees can join
by entering the link, https://usO6web.
zoom.us/j/82503834626,fromacom-
puter,smartphone,ortablet.Nopri-
or softwaredownloadisrequired.
Foraudio-onlyaccesstothehear-
ings,attendeescandialin at 1 646 931
3860 (nottoll free) and then enter
the Meeting ID #825 0383 4626.If
you anticipate providing comments
via Zoom during the public hear-
ing, to the extent possible, please
send an email by the close of busi-
ness (5:00 p.m.) on May 7, 2024, to
Lauren.Morris @ mass.govwith your
name, email address, and mailing
address.

Alternatively, any person who desires
to comment on this matter may sub-
mit writtencommentstotheDepartment-
viaemailnolaterthanthecloseofbusi-
ness(5:00p.m.)on

May 8, 2024. To the extent a per-

son wishes to submit comments in
accordance with this Notice, electronic
submission, as detailed below, is suf-
ficient.

All writtencomments or other doc-
uments should besubmittedto the
Department in PDF format by e-mail
attachment to dpu.efiing@mass.
govand Lauren.Morris @ mass.gov.In
addition, all written comments should
be emailed to counsel for the Town,
Laura Olton, Esq., at laura@Isoener-
gyadvisors.com.The text of the e-mail
must specify:(1) the docket num-
beroftheproceeding(D.P.U.24-39);(2)
thenameofthepersonorcompanysub-
mitting the filing; and (3) a brief
descriptive title of the document.All
documents submitted in

electronic format will be posted on the
Department’s website as soon as prac-
ticable athttp://www.mass.gov/dpu.
Thee-mailmustalsoincludethename,ti-
tle,andtelephone numberofaperson-
tocontactintheeventofquestionsabout-
thefiling.Importantly,all largefilesmust-
bebrokendownintoelectronicfilesthat-
donotexceed20MB.

At this time, allfilingswillbe submitted
only in electronicformat in recognition
of the difficulty that parties and the
Department may have filing and receiv-
ing original copies.Ordinarily, parties
would follow Sections B.1and B.4 ofthe
Department’s Standard GroundRules-
regardingthefilingoforiginalpaperver-

sions(D.P.U.15-184-A,App.1(March4,
2020)).However,untilfurthernotice,par-
tiesmustretaintheoriginalpaperversion-
andthe Department will later determine
when the paper version must be filed
with the DepartmentSecretary.

The filing and all subsequent related
documentssubmitted to the Depart-
ment or issued by theDepartment

will be available on the Department’s
website asreferenced above assoon
asis practicableathttps://eeaonline.
eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dock-
ets/bynumber(enter
“24-39”).Totheextentapersonorentity-
wishestosubmitcommentsinaccor-
dancewith thisNotice,electronicsub-
mission,asdetailedabove,issufficient.
Torequestmaterialsin accessible
formats for people with disabilities
(Braille, large print, electronic files,
audioformat),contact theDepartment’s
ADAcoordinator atAndrea.R.Casul @
mass.gov.
Forfurtherinformationregardingth-
eTown’sfiling,pleasecontactthe-
Town’sattorney, identified above.For
further information regarding this
Notice, please contact Lauren Mor-
ris, Hearing Officer, Department of
Public Utilities, at Lauren.Morris @

mass.gov.
April 11, 2024
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Creative Coloring THIS DAY IN...

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

&Ml 12
HiSTORY

* 1606: THE UNION FLAG
IS ADOPTED AS THE FLAG
OF ENGLISH AND
SCOTTISH SHIPS.

* 1900: PRESIDENT
WILLIAM MCKINLEY SIGNS

THE FORAKER ACT INTO
LAW, GRANTING PUERTO
RICO LIMITED SELF-RULE.
¢ 19860: CANADIAN RUN-
NER AND ATHLETE TERRY
Double Word Puzzle FOX BEGINS HIS

MARATHON OF HOPE RUN

Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence. IN ST, JOHN'S,
NEWFOUNDLAND.

MJPU

ORFG

1 2 4
SKELA
5
FROGS HAVE A BACKBONE ° or
AND ARE COLD-BLOODED DPTEOLA
VERTEBRATES. THEY LIVE ON BOTH 6 9 307 TOAD
LAND AND IN WATER, MAKING C C |H j , -
THEM THIS TYPE OF ANIMAL. T2 3 4 5 6 78 9 a tailless amphibian
with a stout body
Y- and short legs
NYIIHANY HIAMSNY 1 10

A} v Soyopd o4, ‘a]jodpny ‘Soyv ‘Body ‘dwng :siomsup

-

" GET THE

PICTURE?

GO oo

ENGLISH: Frog
SPANISH: Rana

ITALIAN: Rana

FRENCH: Grenouille Can you guess what

the bigger picture is?

IT.
GERMAN: Frosch

9024 ‘AIAMSNY

O¥ 0% 0L o +x8X L+ ACHL*\N R 200

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hocked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

B R % P om ok
Determine the code to reveal the answer!

Solve the code to discover words related to Lyme disease.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 8=L)

16 22 13 24 9 25

Level: Beginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the nhumbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

5 8 8 23 22 26 26
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Mount Everest (and your retirement)

Climbing Mt. Everest is
a challenge that captures
the imagination of adven-
turers worldwide. It is a
daunting feat that pushes
ones physical and men-
tal endurance, resiliency,
and technical skills to the
limit. Standing at a stag-
gering 29,032 feet above
sea level, Everest’s sum-
mit is the highest point on
earth. To put that height
in perspective, commer-
cial airplanes fly around
31,000 feet.

Climbers daring enough
to attempt this challenge
will often spend years
physically training, plan-
ning, and preparing.
When they finally arrive
at base camp, a successful
expedition can still take
anywhere between six and
10 weeks — the average
being two months. Often,
extreme weather condi-

tions can make summit-
ing impossible. Climbers
must contend with unpre-
dictably high winds, bliz-
zards, and sub-zero tem-
peratures, even during
the “climbing season”.
Sudden changes can turn
a promising bid into a
perilous situation, forcing
climbers to retreat or seek
emergency shelter.

The mountain is notori-
ous for its steep ice slopes,
deep crevasses, and rocky
ridges. It requires the
use of ropes, shaky lad-
ders, sherpas, and fixed
lines to ascend safely. The
Khumbu Icefall, a partic-
ularly hazardous section
near Everest’s base camp,
is well known for its unsta-
ble ice towers and seem-
ingly bottomless crevass-
es.

As climbers ascend,
the air becomes progres-

sively thinner, leading to
reduced oxygen levels.
This can cause altitude
sickness, characterized
by headaches, nausea, and
fatigue. Taking just a few
steps in these conditions
can be utterly exhausting.
But for those individuals
fortunate enough to reach
the top, it is worth the
effort to achieve a lifelong
goal.

Since 1953 approximate-
ly 6,664 different people
have successfully summit-
ed Mt. Everest. Sadly, the
mountain has also claimed
many lives (approximately
305). What might be sur-
prising to learn is that 80
percent of those deaths
occurred on the way down
-- after they successfully
reached the summit.

When it comes to finan-
cial planning, it may seem
your “climb” is done once

you’ve reached retirement.
But in reality, a new set of
challenges and decisions
will present themselves.
How long will your port-
folio last? Are you with-
drawing too much or too
little? Do you have a spend-
ing plan? How should you
adjust your asset alloca-
tion? Is your portfolio pro-
tected? When should you
take Social Security? What
about taxes and inflation?
Successfully reaching
retirement is a fantastic
accomplishment. But
there is still plenty of
work to be done. A knowl-
edgeable financial plan-
ner can help guide you
through the vast array of
retirement pitfalls.

About The Capstone
Planning Group
The Capstone Planning

FiNANCIAL Focus

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON

G . SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,

roup is an
experienced PROGRAM MANAGER
wealth man- LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE
agement team CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP
convenient-
ly located at
Cornerstone

Bank. The team offers
comprehensive financial
planning, asset manage-
ment, and insurance. To
learn more about the team
and schedule a courtesy
consultation please visit
www.thecapstone.group
Securities and advi-
sory services are offered
through LPL Financial
(LPL), a registered
investment advisor and
broker-dealer (member
FINRA/SIPC). Insurance
products are offered
through LPL or itslicensed
affiliates. Cornerstone
Bank and The Capstone
Planning Group are
not registered as a bro-

ker-dealer or investment
advisor. Registered rep-
resentatives of LPL offer
products and services
using The Capstone
Planning Group and may
also be employees of
Cornerstone Bank. These
products and services are
being offered through LPL
or its affiliates, which are
separate entities from,
and not affiliates of, The
Capstone Planning Group.
Securities and insurance
offered through LPL or its
affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or
Any Other Government
Agency | Not Bank

(" MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC )
DUCTLESS SPLIT
HEAT-PUMPS

HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Michael J. Williams

SHEET METAL
FABRICATION

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING DIAMOND

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988
High Quality work at an affordable price
508-949-0035

energlze {"T
mass save
\oroved endor - VWV, mjwhvac.com i ””

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Imnc

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

AUto

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
, estimate at:

774-262-9166

It

)

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234- 2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

PLUMBING EI.EG'I'IIIGAI.
& CARPENTRY

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
#4153C » 8376A1 » 191806

908-885-BEST

Exclusive Discounts for
Seniors & Veterans

2> KUBALA

{ _‘ HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
RO K

B-U-I'L-D-E‘R

INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\  LAWNMOWER.COM  J

PEST CONTROL

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

Stump Grinding

GJ LEDUC ftaimine_

Scott Bernard’s

Asian Longho;rr-7 i

Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free éuo?es
REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Advertise on

GREEN
$200 per coro
Call John at
508 958 4350

FIRENOOD
Cut, Split,
Delivered

Licensed
& Insured

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

' - YOUR |Glenn LeBlanc
this page for one low price! LXvany | PLASTERING
(vet 7 papers. L | obe: acrions,
. ceilings,
774-200-7308 @ | e
+ Spencer New Leader » Webster Times i ' patches.
+ Sturbridge Villager » Auburn News ! || Overa0 Years
+ Charlon Villager « Blackstone Valley Tribune \K Experle_nce.
« Southbridge News i Wo:}x::n::hip
For Advertising Information news@ Insured
Call 774-200-7308 stonebridge CALL
email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news Ppress.news 508-612-9573

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

BONETTI’S -
Home Improvement %
Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
Siding RETAINING WALLS
Decks OUTDOOR
Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Windows . .
Ch R
Doors imney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S
(L PLUMBING &
é\ HEATING INC.
Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

David Barhale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,
Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472

call or text
gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

F|nancmg Available
A+ Rafing BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

For Advertnsung Information, Call 774-200-7308
email: m|kaela@stonebrldgepress-news

SEND US W |_ROOFING |

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured,
Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

s ACCREDITED
Bl BUSINESS
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F Featuned Open Fouse /! )

WEBSTER @)
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570

38 RAY STREET UNIT3 !
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope2o0wn.com

508.943.4333

Staron Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12 - 1:30

Condominium Don't Miss this one!! Beautiful &
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot.
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/- ONLY $249,900.

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Bxyanx Pellcticr

COMING SOON! WEBSTER-22 HALL RD %’ - WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE. ( WEBSTER 17 BRODEUB AVENUE

TAKEA CLOSE LOOK( X o BENG  BUILT!

| ATTHIS ONE! SET S SPRAWLING 2000 SF
«.| This property offers a whole ) M ONE LEVEL RANCH

¢ TN N | lot more than meets the eye! s — = .
s x | 2 Family that served the sa%e === HOME! Situated on
. wL J)»'% family for over 65 Years. 2 @ level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining
T I FE—I gg]gai BRs & 1 Bath, 1st fir. 1 -2 room, upscaled kitchen with 7 island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beau-
Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. Offers tiful Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed.$614,500
L - gee " a shared front entry porch

& a separate finished side WEBSTER 22 COOPER ROAD

entry porch for the 1st floor
Y *| apt only. A rear open porch Y . " | New Construction Gorgeous 2500

% 3 provides a private space & > N J '-'-_.""\ SQ FT Colonial. 4 brms, 2-1/2 Bath.
scenic views for the 2nd " | Open Concept 1st fir, Crown Mold-

\
g
o . .
floor. It's situated on an acre D G A T
|
1

plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land | Granite Counters. Hardwood Floor-
on the corner of Eastern Ave. | ing throughout, MASTER SUITE

i ) f - WALK IN Closet, Hugh MASTER
Master bed/Bath! Bonus - finished stairway to the massive unfinished 2nd and. Pine St. 480" on Pine St. | | o
floor. 3/4 Acre of land mostly Landscaped. beach, boat ramp, Sailing As- which has DEVELOPMENT BATH! 2 car Garage, Close fo Lake

| side Beach & Boat Ramp! 2nd one
soc. very close by. Kitchen w/Island & dining room. Hardwood, ceramic, POTENTIAL.
& carpet flrs. Heated 2 car garage. So much more! $599,900 $399,000. of 4 To Be Built! $549,000

1st Time Offered!! Better than new! Young 2200 Sq ft Cape. This one can
be your’s! Young 2200+ Sq ft Cape/Split 7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 3 full baths!

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

: ]
Welster Lake | [Sormv.somn & %m Late
13 Soutt Point ZA.
block garage is located on the property.. Land area C hdl ﬂm

surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable m

for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town | o ? /
Water & Sewer available $195,000 -

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
B s Marla Reed 508 873- 9254

Make the
move!

Jenna Gouin, Chent Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT Find the homes
ACT NOW!!! DISCOVER DUDLEY of your
3 As the Leaves fill in so does your Privacy- neighborhood

Great Country Location
But Convenient to

Shopping, School, Walking trails For
SELLER MOTIVATED
New Carpeted « New Spetic System ici
R Advertising
DUDLEY-Low Taxes, covenient to com- Inform ation

o A munity, Rte. 146, MA Pike, 396
316 Dresseerll Rd $3005

SOUTHBRIDGE- Seller Relocatlng' Deceiving Cape Gl

Great Yard 774-200-7308

Great Room

Flreplace emall. 100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street. 6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1. 5 baths.

15 Baths New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-

. . o tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher. New bathrooms with new plumbing. Skip

Fantastlc Sunset & VleWS mlkaela@ the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing,
3 Bedrooms skating, etc. Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000

Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.

RE/MAX@

Conrad Allen . .
M 508 400 0438 RE/MAX Professional Associates

B4 callen1995@aol.com

Family room Stonebridge

w/ Pool Table

24” Kitchen/Dining Room press.news

Time
for a
change? MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
it aspsahet Il | cad Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc.... any busingss involved in the buying or selling of real estate
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonehridgepress.news

508.612.1382
[ 5a$$::A;\-' MESRealty.com

"\ MaryewillSellit.com

“l SOLVE REAL ESTATE Maureen Cimoch
PROBLEMS” Real Estate Consultant

ATy FREE
MARKET REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
ReMax Professional Associates | [Cell 508-769-9211 remax REZMAX

ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT - Kff,:”gf; stoaco LR nus ‘a E/M A:‘* RE/MAX
We need properties to sell - any type! P Worcester, MA 01608 n = PROFESSIONAL
Conrad Allen e B : . . o ASSOCIATES
508.400.0438 Lake Realty B(/gh ten up your Llf_e 49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA
callenl995@ao| com with Home Ownership
111 East Main St., WebSter, MA Call me about i Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
gEIMAx Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable . s Realtor Realtor [i°
R E / M A x ' Specializing in waterfront property Multi-Families License #9529769  License #904677
RE/MAX Professional Associates Servicing all Ceqtral MA o Go. WITH MOE! MARIA SUN REED v 45.2.3578 . 1508) $41050
maureencimoch@gmail.com call or Text 508-873-9254 Licensed in MA and CT
" Sandi Grzyb 50 Years in the INVENTORY DOWN!!
3 ERA Key Realty LAER Realty Partners Busiest :
"Put 39 years of combined | look forward to serving

you in all of your real estate

real estate experience

Donna Flannery Realtor® to work for you!"  Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau ventures!
508-612-6771 Reattor® ° Buying
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com B s @) 508-612-9843 o Selli
Donnaflannery@erakey.net Kayleen0O@aol.com elling

e Investing

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE Contact Info:

774.230.3500[508.943.6960

Jo-Ann Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES

Call for a FREE Market AnaIyS|s

TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS : 508-943-7669
. SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME n e 774-230-5044 ﬂ@ andRcI\2ns\}llatlon @
: eiviax vision me=
—— 255 Park Avenue, SUIte 704 Maria Reed 508-873-9254 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 Bius
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 Worcester, MA 01609 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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Keep smiling

I waited tables for quite a while

in my early acting days. It’s a com- POSITIVELY It didn’t matter. Showing annoyance

mon choice for actors because you can i and anger towards a customer, no

work at night. That leaves your days SPEAKING matter how much they might deserve

free for auditions and acting gigs. it, wasn’t an option. I was forced to
J(‘)’g;E choose.

Even after I landed a lead role in
Showtime’s “A Separate Peace,” a film
produced by Oscar winners Dustin
Hoffman & Michael Sugar and directed by
Oscar nominee Peter Yates, I was back at the
restaurant working shifts before and after
filming.

It surprised a lot of folks. They thought a
movie role meant you made it big, but acting
jobs can be few and far between. Keeping a
steady job, like waiting tables, helped me pay
the bills.

Being a waiter is straightforward but chal-
lenging. You’re always on your feet, rushing
around. Customers are only sometimes love-
ly; some can be downright rude or impatient.
And when you’re juggling several tables, plus
dealing with kitchen mix-ups, guess who cus-
tomers blame? Yep, the waiter.

Waiting tables is a job packed with stress.
There were days when it was written all over
my face, days when anyone walking by the
kitchen could hear me grumbling under my
breath. I was short with the kitchen staff,
snappy with my managers, and could have
done better at keeping my cool.

Quitting crossed my mind more often than
I'd like to admit. I fantasized about making
a grand exit, throwing my apron down and
shouting, “I QUIT!” for everyone to hear, then
striding out the door with my head held high.

Then came the day my managers decided it
was time for a chat. They understood that the
job was stressful, but they also made it clear
that stress comes with the territory in the
restaurant world. They told me straight: no
matter how tough things got, losing my cool
wasn’t an option. I was expected to handle it
all with a smile, no exceptions.

I remember thinking, How am I supposed
to keep smiling? What if a customer yells at
me for their steak being overcooked when
they asked for it well-done? It seemed impos-
sible at the time. How could I grin and bear it
when things were so obviously not my fault,

After many nights of soul-searching,
tossing, and turning, with thoughts
racing through my head, I reached a decision.
No matter what happened during my shifts, I
had to keep smiling.

No matter how tempting it was to snap
back, showing annoyance or anger towards
a customer was off-limits. I had to make a
choice, which was definitely challenging.

I found myself smiling at customers who
sent back their meals because the soup was
“too hot” or complained their ice cream was
“too cold.” It seemed absurd, but as I kept my
cool and flashed a smile—even when every-
thing in me wanted to do the opposite—some-
thing unexpected began to happen. The stress
that used to weigh me down started to lift.

As I made smiling a practice, I realized
it wasn’t about giving in or pretending the
stress didn’t exist; it was about choosing how
Ireacted to it.

I realized that my smile wasn’t just a cour-
tesy; it was my shield, a powerful defense
against the relentless negativity and chaos
that threatened to engulf me. No matter
how unreasonable the customers were, how
baseless the complaints were, or how chaotic
the kitchen became, I found something inter-
esting.

I found that smiling, keeping calm, and not
reacting to the negativity wasn’t me being
a fake person. It was changing how I felt on
the inside. I started to feel happy and soon
enough I didn’t have to force it.

I also noticed that the customers found it
hard to continue their negativity when con-
fronted with unwavering positivity.

Next time you find yourself about to lose
your cool, take a breath and force a smile.
It might feel unnatural at first, but give it a
moment. That smile will start to work won-
ders, not just on those around you, but on you
as well.

yet I had to act as if they were?

Gateway Players
brings “Oft She Goes”
to the stage

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players Theatre of Southbridge pres-
ents “Off She Goes” by Sturbridge playwright Ed Humphries. Perfor-
mances will be held on May 3 & 4 at 7:30 p.m., May 5 at 2 p.m., and May
10 & 11 at 7:30 p.m. All performances will be held at the Fellowship
Hall of Elm Street Congregational Church, 61 Elm St. in Southbridge.
Parking is available on Elm Street, or in the parking deck behind the
Southbridge Town Hall. This production will be directed by Ed Hum-
phries, produced by David Corkum, and the Stage Manager is Gwen
O’Brien.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $15 for seniors and youth under 18.
Tickets may be reserved by calling Gateway at 508-764-4531. Online cred-
it card ticket sales are available at https://www.ticketleap.events/tick-
ets/gateway-players/off-she-goes.

“Off She Goes” is a comedy/drama about a British war bride, Ellie
- who after saying goodbye to her husband of 60 years, moves into an
assisted living community - assuming she’ll just mark time until her
own time comes. But fate has other plans for her when she meets her
new roommate, Anna - also a British war bride who came to the States
after the war and finds she shares a surprising connection with Ellie.
As Ellie flashes back to the pivotal moments of her life - the two women
form a friendship and come to realize that while they may never have
gone home again, maybe home has finally come back to them.

Marianbill Class of 1974

plans 50th reunion

SOUTHBRIDGE — It is time to play “remember when”
at our Marianhill Class of 1974 50th Reunion in Septem-
ber 2024 and the organizing committee is in high gear!
To be sure that everyone from our class is invited, we could use
assistance. Please be sure we have your recent contact infor-
mation. We especially could use contact information for the fol-
lowing classmates: Mark Lloyd, Donna Cloutier-Leblanc, Anne
Rearick- Nabors, and Denise Dupel-Lafleche. Please send an email
to marianhill74@gmail.com to offer updated contact information.
A weekend of connection and fun is in the planning stages, and we want
to include our entire class.

BOS

continued from page A1

tine articles on the special town meeting warrant, which will
be held the same night as the annual town meeting in June.
Those will transfer funds for snow and ice deficits and unpaid
bills from last year (both still to be determined), plus $72,000 to
fund streetlights and $7,980 from sewer betterments to cover
Registry of Deeds fees. It also closed the Annual Town Meet-
ing warrant, which the Finance Committee was to begin dis-
cussing this week. The formal budget presentation was this
Tuesday, after this paper's deadline.

One issue those discussions will look at is insurance, specif-
ically the board's recent approval of shifting to a 70/30 split for
health coverage. Grimm said the goal of doing that is to “sup-
port recruitment across the board,” since many nearby towns
are now at 75/25 and “employees are really paying attention to
health care.” She noted the change will cost Sturbridge about
$122,000 extra a year.

Regarding insurance, the town also had to start offering
a”low-cost high-deductible plan” based on the percentage of
income for lower-paid staff. Grimm noted the federal govern-
ment fined Sturbridge $45,000 for not having such an option.
The change “won't offset that penalty” this year, but will elim-
inate it going forward, she said.

Dowling noted she had not heard of anyone actually ex-
pressing interest in such a plan.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

CANDIDATES

continued from page A1

on the Board of Selectmen from 2018 until 2021 when she de-
cided not to seek re-election.

Two other contested elections will be decided on May 4,
both involving the local schools. Incumbent Dudley Charlton
Regional School Committee member Nicole Enberg will seek
to maintain her seat on the committee for another year while
Anthony Aube will seek to usurp Enberg to join the board.
Incumbent committee member Jeanne Renaud Costello is
unopposed as she seeks a new three-year term. The Southern
Worcester County Regional Vocational School District Com-
mittee, which oversees Bay Path Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School, will see incumbent Donald Montville chal-
lenged by Jay Sweet for a three-year term.

All other seats on the ballot are uncontested this year. In-
cumbent Assessor Brett Moore has no competition for re-elec-
tion. Neither do incumbent Willis Bond for Cemetery Com-
missioner, returning Library Trustees Frances Mower and
Stefan Sage and new Trustee candidate Lance Russell Morin,
or former selectman Patricia Ann Rydlak who is unopposed
for seats on both the Planning Board and the Recreation Com-
mission. Other seats on the Water & Sewer Commission, Rec-
reation Commission, and Board of Health did not have candi-
dates listed by the town.

Voters will also be tasked with making an important deci-
sion regarding the fate of a funding proposal for a fire depart-
ment substation project, the continuation of years of discus-
sions seeking a solution to the department’s aging Station 2.
Voters will be asked to vote on a proposed debt exclusion of
$13.1 million from the provisions of Proposition 2 % to pay for
a large part of the project which would erect a new facility at
the intersection of Oxford Road and Heritage Drive.

Charlton’s annual municipal election will take place on
Saturday May 4. Election details and locations can be found
on the Town Clerk page of the Town of Charlton website. The
election will be followed by the annual town meeting on Mon-
day, May 20.

AWARDS

continued from page A1

Let me tell you a little bit about these two “Wor-
thy Men” who received this Distinguished Service
Award. Brother Bob St. Cyr has been a Master
Mason for 16 years. During his years as a Mas-
ter Mason, he has been the 24th Masonic District
communication officer, Chairman of the Lodg-
es MYChips committee, Grand Lodge Officer,
Grand Lodge Education and Training Com-
mittee -Membership Chairman, President of
the Masonic Secretaries Association, works
at many fund-raising events and for the past
10 years still is the Quinebuag Lodge secre-

tary just to name a few.

Brother Larry Burbridge has been a Mas-
ter Mason for 42 years. This man has pretty

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
114-200-7308

much done it all, volunteered and helped at
every event the Lodge has. Educating and
new candidates as they become members.
He helps with whatever the needs are for the
Lodge, big or small. He is the Veterans Ser-
vice Officer for the Grand Lodge, Veterans
Affairs Officer for the Grand Lodge, and the
Veterans Liaison Officer for the Grand Lodge
and the 24th Masonic District. His commit-
ment to his Lodge and Freemasonry is exem-
plary. The members of the Quinebuag Masonic
Lodge are very proud of these two Brethren who
received the 3rd highest service awards presented
to Master Masons in Massachusetts. If you would
like more information about Freemasonry, go to
massfreemasonary.org to read to and to find a
lodge nearest you.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

Place your ad"'tq_

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

ROOM FOR RENT
STURBRIDGE

Many extras.
owner occupied.

Looking for adult
male. $950/month.
References required.

Call 508-647-3956

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Rags, Uniforms, etc.

24/7 Support Over 40 i ..

Generous oxperioncs. Rent a space - $10 Need a table - Additional $20
Reimbursement, Call David : ; ; P 7
$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847. We are accepting donations which can be 4 Nl

Bonus. Call For Details. I'LL COME TO YOU! dropped off at the church hall. ﬁ il l}ar\
Devereux Therapeutic Saturday, April 20, from.SAM to Noon
Foster Care. Thursday, April 25 from 4 to 6PM
(508)829-6769 Friday, April 26 from 4 to 6PM
. Please Note: We cannot accept large furniture, bedding or electronics.
Devereux P ;

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, April 27th

from 8AM to 12 PM

Friends of St. Louis Yard Sale

Located in the Church parking lot
Cleaning out? Save you item that are clean & in
working order to donate to our yard sale.

Clothing accepted in clean decent condition (no rips or holes)

AMLCRESy

Coanitrny Clul

Casual Dining - Serving food Thursday, friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for tioliday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc,

PART TIME COOK
20 HOURS PER WEEK
THURSDAY-SATURDAY EVENINGS

APPLY IN PERSON , AT THE BAR

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495
VB, (508) 892-9822 e
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For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308 Southbridge Rotary Club donates

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news eclipse glasses to local first responders
~ CASUAL WATERFRONT
3084 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE FRIDAY ACOUSTICS MUSIC
4/12 KYLIE HARRIS BINGO
4/19 LEANDRO AND STEVE EVERY
4/26 JONNY TAYLOR THURSDAY

ssachusetts >
HM!TEREH 1927

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

“a

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Courtesy

Pictured: Chief Shane Woodson, SPD, Dino Tata, and Chief Paul Normandin, SFD.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333

308LAKESIDE.COM

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Rotary Club is proud to announce its do-
nation of eclipse glasses to the Southbridge Fire and Police Departments. The
donation comes in anticipation of the upcoming partial solar eclipse, which will
be visible in Southbridge on April 8.

Find us on
Facebook

“We understand the importance
of safety during a solar eclipse,” said

% Constantino Tata, NASA Solar System
ad Ambassador and member of the South-
\ ¢ bridge Rotary Club. “Donating these

o

%

. 1 eclipse glasses will ensure that our fire-
HUGE Apphance PaCkage Rebates! fighters and police officers can safely

. ) — observe the eclipse while they continue
See our store on amazon.com Li{I§JIFI1HI[TIES] | to serve our community”

MA'ITRESS SALEl \ The donated eclipse glasses meet
5CU. FT. FRIGIDAIRE MAYTA STAINLESS STEEL DELUXE the international safety standard ISO
*| CHEST || DISHWASHER RggRlcf\ighET.lc-iR TG |7 BOTTOM || WHIRLPOOL || 12312:2:3015, which guarantees safe

TWIN: $199 FREEZEEQ #7150 99 5499 EMDB4349SKZ FREEZEF;S WASHER viewing of a solar eclipse.
(REGU"AR"Yfzgg) $Z|9 3329 s 349999 3399 s49999 “We are grateful to the Southbridge

$269 WAS $299.99 WAS $599.99 WAS $699.99 WAS §840.99 WAS $1295.99 WAS $699.95 .
(REGULARLY $499) >3 CUBIC FooT Rotary Club for their generous dona-
299 E%EL?{%'BE V\II-IAOSTHPEOR!NJR MD'%YEI%E FK"E‘“‘ELHP[?(‘))(';R 18&%;{ UPRIGHT tion,” said Shane Woodson, Chief of
(REGULARLY s5%9) RsEiR'&E* S%Rs DRYER WASH; Bgi% SEZQEQR FREEZER sF;EgEZgE;9 the Southbridge Police Department.
99 99 99 “These eclipse glasses will be a valu-
WAS $1,599.99 s‘ﬂsggg swg geg.gg WAS $2,699 swﬂsgegg.gg WAS $999.95 able resource for our first responders
LG TOP 20 CU. FT. LG SMOOTH G.E. OVER-THE- as they continue to protect our commu-
1 (Regularly %26'553 """ 18 CU FT. o0 (PR EE R HGFWSSOSSNWW FREEZER $ STOVEQS MICROWA\;S About the Southbridge Rotary Club
55" S - 3399 35999" s74999 3899” 729 3229 The Southbridge Rotary Club is a
amsung """" WAS $899.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $1099.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $279.99

(Regulary $4659 NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE! | chapter of Rotary International, a ser-
- vice organization that brings together

75” Samsung.......

99.
(Regularly $799.99) business and professional leaders to
40 MAIN STREET
85” Samsung ..... SPENCER, MA provide community service and inter-
(Regularly $1599.99) 50 8 88 5 9 3 43 national humanitarian aid. The South-
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10000 bridge Rotary Club is committed to

r e SEE WHITCOSALES.COM making a positive impact on the South-
ﬁ f’; b Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 10am-8pm e Sun; 12pm-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS! bridge and Charlton communities.

Homes are still selling quickly. If you're in the market
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my
25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA SPRING SPECIAL!

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

9 236-SE-HSTORTC OFFICE BUIL DRSS
FOR SALE Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday”

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, | would appreciate your referral.

Listing Specialist

- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $650,000
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 « Building size: 9,536 SF [* . Pale) —K P AT o -
- Large Executive Offices with Elegant - Lot size: 13,939 SF __ roker/ .wnetr . otary Public
Finishes and High Ceilings . Loading docks: (1) tailgate height A A [ [SA CARON , 3:;::‘:\','5:':"5"&1‘;'°‘:3“r‘°o|:::|za’|;:°3;‘5 06
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas . Basement: partial | Unfinished TATE ’

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

7 Hiatine
7! = @Zf‘! L,

New Sprpecials.
Let us do the cooking!

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. QLICKMAN
Principal Vice President Rt. 20, 630 Main St.e Sturbridge, MA 01566  508-347-7077
°08-769-5007 508-868-3765 Open 7 Days a Week ® 11am-7pm - ENTRANCE IN BACK
jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ® hearthstonemarketandcatering.com
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