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Volunteers from Leicester Girls Softball and Cherry Valley American Legion Post 443 work together during the annual field clean-up.

LEICESTER
—  Leicester  Girls
Softball’s annual field
clean-up turned into one
of its biggest and most
productive days in years
thanks to a strong show-
ing from the community,
including a full crew from
Cherry Valley American
Legion Post 443.

Families, players, and
local high school ath-
letes all came out to help

included players from the
Cherry Valley American
Legion Softball team and
Leicester High School
athletes, many of whom
share this field.

This field is the field in
town used by Leicester
Girls Softball, the Cherry
Valley American Legion
Softball team, and as the
home field for Leicester
High School varsity soft-
ball. It supports female

Leicester Girls Softball
is a volunteer-run pro-
gram and solely main-
tains the softball field.
The work doesn’t just
happen on days like this;
it takes ongoing time,
effort, and a lot of hard
work throughout the year
to keep it in playable con-
dition.

Cherry Valley Post 443
is proud to have a Legion
softball team and val-

Leicester Girls Softball.
The Post sponsors a team
each spring, and Leicester
Girls Softball co-sponsors
the Legion team in the
summer, which was the
first American Legion
Softball team created
in Massachusetts. Post
members showed up to
support the field their
players use and take pride
in.

Volunteers got a lot

ing the entire outfield,
cleaning up the softball
area of the complex, pres-
sure-washing and rehang-
ing sponsor banners,
and building a ramp and
shelving for a new storage
trailer.

The turnout, especially
from Post 443, showed
what can happen when a
community comes togeth-
er to support its athletes
and the field they play on.

get the field ready. That

athletes at every level.

ues its partnership with

done,

including thatch-

North Brookfield seeking internal candidates
for Town Administrator position

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— North Brookfield will seek
an internal candidate to serve
as Town Administrator after an
external search yielded no nota-
ble candidates to fill the vacancy.

The board made the decision
to repost the position on April
21. The motion yielded little
discussion, but Selectman Jason
Petraitis confirmed “unsuccess-
ful external recruitment attempts”
for the job.

ArtWorks Gallery celebrates t

The new approach will turn
to seeking interested existing
employees of the town as the
primary pool of candidates. The
selectmen did not indicate if they
received any applications from
the most recent posting, only that
the search was unsuccessful.

In his brief comments on the
matter, Petraitis said he believes
North Brookfield has plenty of
talent that can sufficiently fill
the role.

“We have people that are qual-
ified to do the job, so I think we
should try posting internally and

see what happens,” he said.

His fellow selectman Jamie
Gilman added that by hiring
someone internally “they know
what they’re getting themselves
into.”

North Brookfield found itself
without a Town Administrator
several months ago when the
board announced the sudden res-
ignation of Ron Aponte effec-
tive Feb. 1. Meeting minutes
from Feb. 10, the date of the
announcement, did not indicate
any recorded motivation for
Aponte’s departure.

Artists and art-lovers conversing at the opening reception.

WARE — Workshopl13’s
ArtWorks  Gallery presents
its 5th annual Celebrating the
Figure exhibition. This exhibi-
tion embraces the diverse ways
in which artists approach repre-
senting the human form, show-
casing pieces that utilize both the

clothed and unclothed figure, and
uplifting the works of local and
regional visual artists.

ArtWorks Gallery is located
at 69 Main St. in Ware. The fifth
annual “Celebrating the Figure”
exhibition opened with a recep-
tion on April 11, and is on

This is the town’s second
administrator search in as many
years after the resignation of
Mike Slosick last April. The
town previously struggled to pro-
duce a larger pool of candidates
last spring when the board had
initially interviewed only a sin-
gle applicant in August of 2025.
Selectmen chose to re-post the
job hoping for a better outcome
but once again only public-
ly interviewing one individual,
Aponte, for the post. Aponte was
officially hired in October.

ne figure

Figure.” Liz Popolo was awarded
Best in Show for her atmospher-

Courfesy

display through May 9. Gallery
hours are Saturdays and Sundays
from 1-4 p.m. For those who
cannot attend the show in person,
a virtual gallery is available for
viewing at workshop13.org.

Fine artist SK Sullivan served
as the juror for “Celebrating the

ic charcoal study, “Susie.” Lee
Hutt’s sculptural piece “Torso in
Bronze” received an Honorable
Mention, as did Jordan Hayslip’s
painting Distant Gaze. Each of
these artists and their works will
be spotlighted on Workshop13’s
social media pages as well as in
their weekly newsletter.

About ArtWorks Gallery and
Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is
Workshop13’s gallery on Main
Street. This space features
numerous art exhibitions each
year and is also available to rent
for individual or group shows.
Workshop13 is a dynamic center
where arts, culture, and com-
munity converge —expanding
access to the arts and nurturing
creativity and self-expression in
our rural region. For more infor-
mation visit workshop13.org, or
call 413-277-6072.
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Overrides,
selectman’s
race top

Spencer
ballot

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The town of
Spencer is set to have an active
municipal election on May 12
with two major contested races
complimented by two Proposition
2 % override questions pertaining
to firefighter and school funding,
respectively.

The questions propose a com-
bined $632,846 in additional tax-
ation split between two indepen-
dent items that each require a
majority vote to pass.

Question 1 presents an extra
$368,390 to pay for four career
firefighters. The hope is that the
new personnel will help decrease
response time in town. Currently
the department is staffed by the
Chief and eight other fill-time fire-
fighters who operate the depart-
ment 24/7 with 21 additional
on-call personnel.

Question 2 pertains to the
Spencer East Brookfield Regional
School District. The proposal seeks
an additional $264456 for the
district’s operating budget. While
Spencer and East Brookfield share
the district, Spencer manages a
larger portion of the budget and
overrides are specific to a town’s
own individual spending plan.
East Brookfield has not placed
its own override on their May 12
election ballot, and there is no
indication from the town that an
override will need to be pursued.

The actual election of posi-
tions on the ballot will primar-
ily focus on three specific seats
up for grabs: the town modera-
tor and two selectmen. Elections
for Treasurer/Collector, Assessor,
Spencer  East  Brookfield
Regional ~ School  District
Committee, Southern Worcester
County Regional Vocational
School District Committee,
Sewer Commissioner, Water
Commissioner, Tree Warden,
Housing Authority, Board of
Health, Park Commissioner, and
Library Trustee are all uncontested
elections with enough candidates
on the ballot to fill each vacancy
except for one position on the
Spencer East Brookfield Regional
School District Committee which
has no candidate.

The Town Moderator and
Selectmen positions are the only
truly contested battles with the
Selectmen being a four-person
race for the two open spots being
vacated by Ralph Hicks and John
Howard, whose terms are expir-
ing. Gina Beford, Jennifer Jean
Gaucher, Norman Letendre, Jr.,
and Christopher Lee Woodbury
are all seeking three-year terms on
the town’s highest elected board.

While Hicks won’t run for
re-election as a selectman, he will
seek the Moderator position with
competition from Jason Michael
Brewster. Both candidates are
seeking to fill a vacancy for a
two-year term.

Spencer’s annual town elec-
tion takes place on May 12.
Information on voting locations
can be found on the Town Clerk
page of the town website. An offi-
cial copy of the ballot is also avail-
able on the Web site’s homepage.
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Paxton Friends of Council on Aging plans

May 26 trip to historic Deerfield Village

PAXTON — The Paxton
Friends of the Council
on Aging will host a day
trip to Historic Deerfield
Village on Tuesday, May
26, offering participants an
opportunity to explore one
of New England’s best-pre-
served colonial-era streets-
capes followed by a tradi-
tional tavern-style lunch at
Champney’s Restaurant in
Deerfield.

The excursion will depart
from the Paxton Council
on Aging at 8:30 a.m. and
return at approximately
3:45 p.m. Transportation
will be provided by Wilson
Bus Motor Coach.

The centerpiece of the

trip is a guided walking Tour
through the mile-long Old
Deerfield Historic District,
where visitors will step
inside several preserved
homes dating back to the
colonial period and the
18th century. The district
is maintained by Historic
Deerfield, a museum and
preservation organization
that cares for historic hous-
es, landscapes and collec-
tions that interpret daily life
in early America.

Settled in 1673, Deerfield
became a key frontier com-
munity during the colonial
period. The town played a
role in several early con-
flicts, including the 1704

Deerfield Raid, one of the
most widely remembered
episodes of King William’s
War in New England.
Today, many of the origi-
nal structures along the vil-
lage’s main street remain
intact, providing visitors
with a rare opportunity to
experience an authentic his-
toric landscape rather than a
reconstructed setting.
During the guided tour,
participants will learn how
architecture evolved over
time as the region devel-
oped from a frontier set-
tlement into a more estab-
lished agricultural com-
munity. Interiors are fur-

Join HighMark Provisions for

our annual workshop!
HighMark Provisions is a father/son canna-
bis cultivation operation based in Holliston
MA. We want to share our experience, best
practices, tips and techniques. Please join us
via zoom to hear our story, learn about the
essential elements of building a cannabis cul-
tivation business in MA and walk away with
a few nuggets of knowledge. Email info@
highmarkprovisions.com if you’re interested
in attending! 21+ Only.

i

37

39

a3 44

46 47

49

CLUES ACROSS

1. Purchase
4. British news organization

8. Language specialist group
10. Fancy automobile

12. Small loop or series of loops
13. Exploiter

14, Don’t know when yet

16. Group of languages

17. One who’s finished

19. After B

20. Angled

21. A place to adopt pets

25, Swiss river

26. Young boy

27. Unexciting

CLUES DOWN

1. Type of whale

2. In tune

3. A citizen of Yemen

4. Actress Ling

5. One who supports

6. Circus performer

8. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)

7. Midway between northeast and east ~ 31.
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29. American comedian Vidale
30. Peyton’s little brother
Corporate higher-up

32. “All in the Family™ star
39. Strike something forcefully
41. Up in the air (abbr.)

42, Clay earth pigments

43. Means to record brain activity
44, Small constellation

45. Embraces

46. Brief description

48, Exclude

49. White (French)

50. Insect

51. A major division of geological time

52. Soviet Socialist Republic

24. Buffer used in chemistry

27. Fall heavily

28. Pie mode

29. The Brits love it

31. Children’s TV channel (abbr.)
32. Jacksonville footballer

33. Helps little firms

nished with period objects
that reflect the lives of res-
idents who once occupied
the homes, offering insight
into family life, craftsman-
ship and changing social
customs across generations.

Following the walk-
ing tour, the group will
travel a short distance to
Champney’s Restaurant
and Tavern, located inside
the Deerfield Inn in the cen-
ter of the historic district.
The inn dates to the 19th
century and retains many
traditional New England
features, including fireplac-
es, paneled dining rooms
and a classic tavern-style

atmosphere.

Lunch selections will
include a choice between
herb-crusted haddock or
sliced roast beef with an
herb and Dijon crust. The
meal also includes rolls, a
local green salad, market
vegetables, mashed pota-
toes, seasonal fruit crisp
and coffee or tea.

The $126 tour fee covers
motor coach transportation,
the guided village tour and
lunch. Payment is due by
May 5. Organizers note that
payments are nonrefund-
able unless the ticket can
be resold.

Reservations are

being handled by Deb
Grensavitch. Checks should
be made payable to Paxton
FOCOA and mailed to 88
Laurel St., Paxton, MA
01612. She can also be
reached at 508-245-4952 or
by email at grensavitchd@
aol.com.

Trips such as this are a
regular part of the Paxton
Friends of the Council on
Aging’s  programming,
which aims to provide edu-
cational and social oppor-
tunities for older residents
while highlighting regional
history and cultural destina-
tions across Massachusetts.

JOY (Just Older Youth)
Adventurers offers journey
through Canadian Rockies &

Pacific Northwest

PAXTON — This journey traces an unforgettable
path from Canada’s Pacific Coast deep into the heart of
the Rockies, blending vibrant cities with some of North
America’s most awe-inspiring wilderness. Beginning
in Vancouver, the adventure opens amid coastal moun-
tains, historic neighborhoods, and lush green spaces
before drifting across the Gulf Islands to the charming
capital of Victoria. Here, manicured gardens, water-
front views, and rich heritage set an elegant pace.

The landscape soon transforms as the route climbs
inland through British Columbia’s dramatic highways
toward alpine terrain. Highlights include the soaring
presence of Mount Robson and the pristine beauty of
Jasper National Park, where glacier-fed lakes, rugged

Christ Memorial

Church hosting Tag
Sale May 9

NORTH BROOKFIELD — A Tag Sale will be held at Christ
Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North Main St., Saturday, May : : ! !
9 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., rain or shine! Plants (indoor and outdoor), contact Bill Murwin at whmurwin@gmail.
puzzles, books, clothes, kids’ stuff, kitchen and household items,
treasures, and more. Name your own price. Use the Spring Street
door should the weather force us inside.

WEEKLY POLICE

peaks, and serene wildlife encounters define each
moment. A cruise on Maligne Lake and time along
the iconic Icefields Parkway lead to the immense
Columbia Icefield, offering rare access to ancient gla-
ciers and sweeping mountain vistas.

Further south, the turquoise waters of Lake Louise
and the storybook charm of Banff National Park
deliver classic Rocky Mountain magic, balancing

outdoor exploration with relaxed town life. Crossing

into the United States, the journey continues through
the untamed grandeur of Glacier National Park, where
alpine passes, historic lodges, and cultural storytelling
reveal the soul of the “Crown of the Continent.”

The experience concludes as forests and mountains

give way to vineyards, lakes, and the ener-

getic waterfront of Seattle. From coastal
elegance to icy glaciers and iconic skylines,

this trip weaves together nature, culture, and

comfort into a richly layered exploration of
western North America.
Pricing: $7,625 per person (double) -

includes 14 days with 20 meals, hotels, and
all transfers within tour; but does not include
airfare and transportation to airport. Pricing
for airfare and ground transportation to air-

port will be finalized soon, but plan for under
$1,000 per person. For more information,

com or by phone 508-756-3193.

Spencer

Leicester

BLOTTER

The Spencer Police Department’s weekly arrest log was not
available as of our press deadline for this week’s edition.

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests
during the week of April 16-22.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on April 16 for Operating
a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license and operating an
Unregistered Motor Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
received a summons in lieu of arrest on April 16 for Operating a
Motor Vehicle after suspension of license and operating a vehicle
with No Inspection Sticker.

Jared C. Depatsy, age 45, of West Boylston was arrested on April
22 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license, oper-
ating a motor vehicle after suspension of registration, operating
an Uninsured Motor Vehicle, and Possession of a Class E Drug.
Michael E. Garrity, age 37, of Cherry Valley was arrested during

None

None

Debra A.

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD
EAST BROOKFIELD
LEICESTER

$425 000, 6 Sabina Cir, Mercier, James
R, and Mercier, Jennifer L, to Mercier,
Michael R, and Casey, Makendra A.

$360,000, 10 Park Ln, Woodbury,
Mary, to Stewart, Brenda R, and Roof,

$339,000, 10 Edward St #10, Fortin
Richard A Est, and Aubin, Michele T, to
Cote, Christine M.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$510,000, 16 Mill Rd, Demos, George

S, to Passmore, Abraham Thomas, and
Sejdi, Anxhela.

SPENCER

$975,000, 140 Paxton Rd, Swihart Ft,

9. Quantitative fact 34, and behold

11. Utah city 35. A way to resemble

14. Where a golfer begins 36. Fingers

15. Attendant 37. Excessive indulgences

18. The ancient Egyptian sun god 38. You might be an “empty” one
19. Book of Chronicles (abbr.) 39. “How the West Was Won™ writer
20. Benedictine monk 40. European river

22. Not turbulent 44, They begin the alphabet

23. Car mechanics group

47.
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the same incident for Possession of a Class E Drug.
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and Swihart, Susan, to Pierce, David J,
and Baduini, Lauren Nicole.

$533,500, 256 Main St, Russo,
Daniel P, and Avitable, Gina C, to Seck,
Benjamin, and Seck, Hope.

WARREN

$975,000, 13 Crescent St, Phillips,
Glenn K, to Crescent Corner LLC.

$975,000, 47 Crescent St, Phillips,
Glenn K, to Crescent Corner LLC.

$975,000, 64 Southbridge St, Phillips,
Glenn K, to Crescent Corner LLC.

$365,000, 8 Otis St, B & B Realty
Partners LLC, to Higgins, David Logan.

$300,000, 2240 Main St, Ag & J LLC,
to New Colony Homes LLC.

$105,000, 583 Main St, Stupski,
Ronald, and Stupski, William, to Fumi
Realty Inc.

$100,000, Bragg Rd, Christian Intl
Outreach C, to Inangelo, Robert J.

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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Throwdown! Food Truck

Festival returns to Spencer
Fairgrounds May 16

SPENCER — The Throwdown!
2026 Food Truck Festival will
be held Saturday, May 16 from
11 am. — 5 p.m. at the Spencer
Fairgrounds, 49 Smithville Rd.
Admission is $5 at the gate (chil-
dren under 12 free).

Throwdown! 2026 is Worcester
County’s longest running and larg-
est annual Food Truck Festival
and Craft Fair. A panel of judges
and event attendees cast votes for
their favorite food truck to be hon-
ored with the prestigious “Best of
Worcester County Food Trucks”
and the ever coveted “People’s
Choice” awards. Along with great
food from dozens of food trucks,
customers may browse among the

over 50 artisanal craft vendors,
enjoy carnival style games, listen
to music or participate in an array
of yard games such as corn hole,
giant blocks, ladder toss and other
fun activities just for the kids.
Enjoy craft beer and wines at
this year’s event from “The Stein
& Vine”, Central Massachusetts’
favorite mobile bar service. It’s a
fantastic way to spend a Spring
afternoon with family and friends
in a beautiful outdoor setting.
WooTrucks has been the most
trusted name in reliable food truck
booking for over a decade. Our
commissary, commercial kitch-
en, and base of operations for
food trucks, caterers, bakers, and

food entrepreneurs is located at
67 Main St., Boylston. Our fully
permitted and approved facility
to prepare food was established to
foster a transparent, self-policing
community of food trucks and
food entrepreneurs practicing only
the highest standards of customer
service while maintaining strict
adherence to health, sanitation and
food codes. WooTrucks operates
food truck festivals throughout the
region and supplies food trucks
to corporate clients, private busi-
nesses, breweries, academic insti-
tutions, and local municipalities.

Leicester Senior Citizens Club
launches membership drive

LEICESTER — The Leicester Senior Citizens
Club is a group of older adults that meets at the

Leicester Senior Center twice a month. The club

is looking to attract new members from all the area

towns and cities.

The group meets on the first and third Tuesday of
each month. Meetings begin at 10 a.m. At the con-
clusion of each meeting, there is a scheduled form of
entertainment or informational presentation.

The Leicester Senior Citizens Club is linking older
adults with each other, and to opportunities that
improve their health, well-being, and sense of com-
munity. It is the club’s way of reducing the effects of
isolation. We want to offer special programs beyond
normal hours, and we need input and ideas from new
members to help get us there. Membership is open
to all individuals aged 60 and older. The cost to join

is $10 for an annual membership.

To learn more about the membership drive or to
sign up, please visit the Leicester Senior Center at
40 Winslow Ave., Leicester, during operating hours

(Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.), or call

David Wood, Program Director at the senior center,
at (508)-892-7016.

Applications
welcome for
Quaboag
Historical
Society
scholarship

North B ro Okfield REGION — The Quaboag Historical Society

is proud to announce its annual scholarship pro-

Senior Center
announces May
activities
calendar

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North Brookfield Senior
Center has released its schedule of programs for May, offer-
ing a mix of creative classes, informational sessions, games
and health services for local residents.

Two free drawing classes will be held Thursday, May 7
and Thursday, May 21 at 11 a.m. Additional free art classes
are scheduled for Thursday, May 14 and Thursday, May 28,
also at 11 a.m., providing opportunities for participants to

gram, designed to support high school seniors
with a passion for history and a commitment
to preserving the past. This $1,000 scholarship

aims to assist students planning to pursue higher

education in any historical related field.

The scholarship is only offered to a student
who resides in one of the Quaboag Plantation
towns of Brookfield, East Brookfield, New
Braintree, North Brookfield, Warren, or West
Brookfield.
school senior planning to enroll in a college or
university for the upcoming academic year who
will pursue a degree in one of the following

It is offered to a current high

fields: Education, History, Museum Studies,

apply.

579-4786.

explore new techniques and enjoy time with fellow artists.

Ed Spater will be available for Medicare assistance by
appointment on Thursday, May 7 and Thursday, May 28

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The sessions are designed to help
seniors review coverage options and address questions

about benefits.

A Coffee and Games gathering is planned for Monday,
May 11 at 11 am., offering a relaxed setting for socializing

and friendly competition.

On Tuesday, May 12 at 11 a.m., Christy Mylott will pres-
ent a Lunch and Learn program focused on Senior Options
and Solutions. The session includes a catered lunch and /‘

information about resources available to older adults. \
Music Bingo returns Monday, May 18 at 10 a.m., com-
bining familiar tunes with a classic game format.
The month’s schedule concludes with a free hearing clin-
ic on Tuesday, May 19 from 10 a.m. to noon. Appointments

are required.

For additional details or to register for programs requiring

reservations, residents are encouraged to contact the North

Brookfield Senior Center.

The application deadline is May 15.
applications or more information, please contact
Jeff Robbins at jeffrobbins@charter.net or 508-

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

news@ -
stonebridgepress.niews / i

Anthropology, Women’s Studies, American
Studies, or Archaeology. Students wishing to
study closely related fields are encouraged to

For

«Cap

stone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank

200 Charlton Road

(Svite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Aucoin
Ryan

Realtor

201 South Stre

SpiroThomo@gma

Realty

Your Neighborhood

Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Spiro Thomo
Broker
Licensed 35+ years

508.765.0465
774.200.8043

et

il.com

B+UI'L+D+E*R

*‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .®

Quality Building Since 1985

*‘REMODELING
EXPERT
*PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLED

/"'"-!

HARVEY

774-230-3967  \\iINDOWS

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING

4 ROOFING ¢ DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LIcENSED & INSURED  HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate
needs in order”. No one likes to talk about death, that is
why you should have everything done in advance. Make
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to
those you want. Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C. &
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr.
Cell: 508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net

WANTED TO BUY

& Old Stuff

Antiques

«Bottles « Crocks «Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines

« Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks e

CALL DONALD

« Cookware «Knives «Hunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
« Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

Lanterns eLamps « Kitchenware

ROY 860-874-8396

o
FEESN O

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Call 774-200
email:

-1308

mikaela@
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This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island

DURKIN & SONS

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

Trucking Co.

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA

Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo. . .
Gated community with pool. Full Appliances. www.durkintr ucklng.com
™ Spencer %

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach. 4
508-885-4499

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Trash
Removal

Weekly
Pickups

Cleanouts
~ Reliable ~

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Fully Insured
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EDITORIAL

A field worth
caring for, and
a community
that proves it

In a town liKe Leicester, there are cer-
tain places that quietly carry more meaning
than their fences and baselines suggest. The
softball field maintained by Leicester Girls
Softball is one of them.

On paper, it is simply a shared athletic
facility. In practice, it is something closer to
common ground across generations.

That reality was on full display during this
year’s annual field clean-up day, when fami-
lies, student athletes, volunteers and members
of Cherry Valley American Legion Post 443
turned out in impressive numbers to prepare
the field for the season ahead. The work
accomplished was substantial. Volunteers
thatched the outfield, cleaned the surrounding
complex, pressure-washed sponsor banners
and even built a ramp and shelving for a stor-
age trailer. But what mattered most was not
only what got done. It was who showed up.

This is the primary softball field in town
used by Leicester Girls Softball, the Cherry
Valley American Legion Softball team and
Leicester High School’s varsity softball pro-
gram. That makes it more than a recreational
space. It is a pipeline for opportunity, confi-
dence and teamwork for female athletes at
every stage of development.

And yet, like so many youth sports facil-
ities across small communities, it does not
maintain itself.

Leicester Girls Softball is a volunteer-run
organization. The routine care required to
keep a field playable rarely makes headlines.
It happens through steady effort, donated
time and a willingness to step forward with-
out being asked twice. Days like the recent
clean-up effort are visible reminders of that
commitment, but the real work continues
week after week through the season.

The participation of Cherry Valley
American Legion Post 443 added another
meaningful layer to the day. The Post spon-
sors a Legion softball team each spring,
while Leicester Girls Softball co-sponsors the
Legion program during the summer months.
That partnership is not symbolic. It reflects a
shared investment in the athletes who depend
on this field and the tradition they are helping
build.

There is also something especially fitting
about the Legion’s involvement given that
this program helped launch the first American
Legion Softball team in Massachusetts. That
kind of legacy deserves attention and support,
not only as a historical milestone but as a liv-
ing example of what local organizations can
accomplish together.

What stood out most from the day was the
sense of ownership people clearly feel toward
the space. High school athletes returned to
improve the same field where they learned
the game as younger players. Families con-
tributed labor that benefits teams they may
never directly watch play. Legion members
worked on a field tied to both community
identity and service tradition.

That is how strong programs endure.

Facilities matter. Safe, well-maintained
playing surfaces tell young athletes that their
effort is valued. They tell families their time
is respected. They tell the next generation that
their participation belongs here.

The clean-up day in Leicester was not only
about preparing for the coming season. It was
a reminder that when a community treats a
shared space as something worth protecting,
it becomes exactly that.

Letter submission
Policy

tters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he

or she might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fact checking

To the Editor:

Any reputable news agency conducts
fact checks on whatever stories they
report on. As a result of that, I felt it was
important to fact check a recent letter
to the Editor that was entitled “My Two
Cents.” Here are my findings:

e Claim: “The Pledge of Allegiance...
cites that we are a Republic, not a
Democracy.”

Fact: The Merriam Webster Dictionary
states “Is the United States a democracy
or is it actually a republic? The short
answer is that the US is both. Democracy
and republic both refer to government
in which supreme power resides in its
citizens” (and in this case not with the
King Wanna-Be Donald Trump). So, the
“My Two Cents’” claim that we are not a
Democracy is simply incorrect.

* Claim: “We are a Christian nation”

Fact: Wikipedia information states that
Christianity is the most widely practiced
faith in the US, being about 65 to 70
percent of the US population. Protestants
make up about 40 percent of that number
and white Catholics make up another
approximate 20 percent. Judaism is sec-
ond at 2 percent, Islam is approximately
1 percent, Buddhism and Hinduism are
about 1 percent.

So, the “My Two Cents” claim that we
are a Christian nation is overly simplis-
tic and clearly ignores about another 30
percent of US citizens who worship other
faiths. Is the US primarily Christian?
Yes, but there are many other faiths that
deserve to be recognized.

e Claim: “the Pledge of Allegiance is
not being said is some schools. Either you
are a patriot and law abiding or you are
not. Sounds like an indoctrination of the
youngsters to be violent protestors.”

Fact: The writer makes this broad and
bold assertion without providing any ver-
ified facts to support his claims. What
schools do not recite the pledge alle-

giance? How many? Where? What about
the implications of the first amendment?
What indoctrination is he talking about?
Violent protestors? Come on...At best
this is simply typical MAGA propaganda;
claims made with zero proof or evidence.

* Claim: “Men have three years active
and three years inactive obligation to
serve their country.”

Fact: Where did this claim come from?
This is 100 percent false. Research finds
no historical evidence that the US ever
had such an active/inactive obligation.
Today’s US military has relied exclusive-
ly upon voluntary enlistment since 1973.
So, this claim is clearly false.

e Claim: “Did Obama serve, did Biden
or Clinton, Shame Shame.”

Fact: Obama, Biden and Clinton were
each exempt from military service due to
their attendance at schools of higher edu-
cation. Obama did register for the draft
but was not called because the draft was
inactive at the time. Biden was classified
by the draft physical as a 1-Y deferment
due to a history of asthma. Clinton’s draft
number was a very high number, 311
out of 366. He was ordered to report for
induction but was never called to serve.

Another fact: The writer failed to men-
tion Donald Trump’s military service,
or lack thereof. Trump avoided military
service five separate times. Four due to
higher education deferments and then the
final, fifth time was due to the now-fa-
mous, alleged “bone spurs” excuse.” This
claim was supported by a medical diagno-
sis from a doctor who rented office space
from Donald Trump’s father...nothing
fishy about that, right?

In my opinion, the entire “My Two
Cents” letter is woefully devoid of any
truth and veracity...it is only good for the
round file.

ANTHONY FERNANDES
WEST BROOKFIELD

Who pays who?

To the Editor:

The presidency pays half million dol-
lars a year. While that is likely an out-
dated rate, and I did not find fault with
George W. Bush receiving an $8 million
honorarium for a speech in Japan, or
Obama getting millions for writing a
book, I have to say that something smells
wrong about a sitting president increasing
his net worth one and a half billion dollars
in his first year.

The ripoffs being perpetrated on our
citizens that used to be from sleazy back
room deals are now so commonly done
in the open, and ethics prosecutions no
longer being done, that it is the new nor-
mal. The BBC monitoring the markets
noted investments being made immedi-
ately prior to announcements from the
White House. One $2 million investment
made $20 million in 10 hours. Don Jr.
invested in a company that sells drones
and replacement parts, a couple days
before we attacked Iran. We are now dis-
cussing payment of restitution to UAE,
one of the richest countries in the world,
because Iran damaged their infrastruc-
ture. We handle negotiations with Iran by
sending real estate managers and hedge
fund handler. Jared Kushner is soliciting
investments from the countries of one
side of Hormuz, while negotiating with
the nation on the other.

Does the term “Still Can’t Fix Stupid”
ring a bell? When you respond to an oil
shortage you caused, by removing the
sanctions on Russia and Iran selling oil.
What comes to mind is cosmetic surgery
on the bullet hole in your head. Despite
being told that the conflict to free the
Iranian people, is ether almost over, or we
will kill everyone, the current Ayatollah,
whose father, wife and child we killed,
has now made it clear, that, until the pres-
ident, who promised no more never end-

ing wars, is removed from office and we
pay restitution to rebuild the infrastruc-
ture that billions of dollars in munitions
destroyed, there will be no peace.

On the domestic side, the companies
in dire straits because the tariff refunds
are not getting out in a timely fashion,
are getting loans from Trump insiders for
amounts the paid, with those investors
reaping the repayments that include the
interest we the people pay. The Secretary
of War Crimes in now requesting an addi-
tional $1.7 trillion for military funding,
which is more than the entirety of the
DOGE savings. Who thought it a good
idea to elect a guy who loves overspend-
ing into bankruptcy and give him the
ability to exceed the already record deficit
spending of his first term? We are spend-
ing a billion dollars on a “gift” (grifted)
plane, no sitting president will use.

This “Christian” nation, that used to
send its surpluses to feed the starving,
support family farms, and doctors with-
out borders, UNICEF, and meds to con-
trol disease before it comes here, is now
watching those people die while actively
killing others elsewhere on our dime

I have previously mentioned this
administration is an iceberg. I can eas-
ily find more disgusting examples of
what we pay for. This is what complete
Republican control is delivering. Turn it
Blue, but do not stop watching. Demand
term limits. Pay officials better (get bet-
ter help, these overspend in trillions).
Demand action and legislation to end
grifting. Demand revisions or enforce-
ment of the intended safeguards. Make
sure offenders are rewarded or punished,
just as you or I would be. Resignation is
not punishment, it is bullet dodging.’

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Our Father knows best

To the Editor:

In response to the letter by Pat Sweet
— how refreshing to hear her words, and
how true they are!

No one can receive love unless they give
it away, so I cannot imagine the naysayers
are very loveable people — not all, any-
way (Pat nailed this right on the head!).

Everyone ought to remind themselves
that only our Creator is in charge, and He
will do things His way, regardless.

You may remember the TV series
“Father Knows Best.” Well, in real life,
our Father-Creator knows best.

LiNDA CIEIKA
EAST BROOKFIELD

Which retirement
plan 1s right for
your business?

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

If you’re a local business owner, a work-
place retirement plan can be a powerful
tool — helping you manage taxes, strength-
en employee retention and build personal
financial security.

Many in your situation, however, assume
retirement plans are complicated or only
suitable for large companies. The reality
is quite different. Today’s retirement plan
options encompass businesses of every
size, from solo entrepreneurs to companies
with dozens of employees.

The key is understanding which plans
work best for different kinds of businesses:

Self-employed individuals or businesses
without employees. Three commonly used
retirement plans:

Simplified employee pension (SEP) plans
are relatively straightforward, low-main-
tenance, lower-cost and flexible on how
much you contribute each year.

Owner-only 401(k) plans are ideal if
you’re willing to accept additional cost and
complexity in exchange for benefits like
higher contribution limits and borrowing
options.

Owneronly defined benefit plans work
best for owners with high, steady income
who want to maximize their retirement
contributions and guaranteed retirement
income. These plans come with required
annual funding and greater administrative
complexity.

Businesses with employees can also con-
sider an SEP plan, although it only allows
for employer contributions. Other plan
options include:

The SIMPLE IRA (savings incentive
match plan for employees) can work well
for companies with 100 or fewer employ-
ees seeking a low-maintenance option.
Employer contributions are required, and it
has lower contribution limits compared to
other plan types.

Traditional 401(k) plans offer maximum
flexibility by allowing both employee sala-
ry deferrals and employer contributions that
can be adjusted based on business perfor-
mance. These plans have added costs and
administrative responsibilities.

Safe harbor 401(k) plans are ideal if
you want to maximize your own retire-
ment contributions without complex testing
requirements and you’re willing to make
required employer contributions.

A cash balance plan is often paired with
another plan type, such as a 401(k), to
allow greater retirement savings. It works
well when you have a smaller company
with high-earning employees and consis-
tent cash flow, and you’re comfortable
making required contributions.

Each plan type involves different eligibil-
ity requirements, establishment deadlines,
contribution limits, complexity and costs.
In determining a workplace retirement plan
that’s right for your business, you’ll want
to consider your number of employees,
desired contribution levels, comfort with
required employer contributions and will-
ingness to handle administrative respon-
sibilities. And, of course, the goals for
your business and your own retirement are
important criteria.

Fortunately, you don’t have to navigate
this decision alone. A financial advisor can
help you evaluate the trade-offs among dif-
ferent plan types and select the option that
best fits your situation. They can explain
how various plans work and guide you
through the setup process.

Starting a workplace retirement plan is an
investment in your future, your business and
your employees. With professional guid-
ance, you can find a plan that helps every-
one build financial security while position-
ing your business for continued success.
This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC
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When
the porch
chairs
come back

There is a certain day every year when
you realize the town has put its chairs back
outside.

Not folding chairs for

LANTERNS a parade or a cookout.
ALONG I mean the ordinary
chairs. The ones that

MAIN live on front porches, at

the edge of driveways,

ﬂ beside garage doors,
By CHARLES or near the front walk

where the afternoon
sun lingers the longest.
One week they are not there. The next
week they are everywhere.

You do not see them arrive. They sim-
ply reappear, as if they had been waiting
all winter for permission.

I noticed the first one this year outside
a house on a side street I drive through
often. A plain wooden chair, nothing spe-
cial about it, set just far enough from the
front door that someone could sit comfort-
ably and watch the street without feeling
like they were blocking the entrance. Two
days later there were three more on the
same block. By the end of the week it felt
as though the whole neighborhood had
quietly decided it was time again.

Porch chairs change the pace of a town.

When people sit outside, they notice
things. They see who walks by with a dog
that is getting older. They notice which
kid has suddenly outgrown last year’s
bicycle. They wave to someone who has
lived three houses down for 20 years, but
whose schedule never quite lined up with
theirs until now.

You cannot do that from inside.

Winter encourages us to keep moving.
We arrive home and go straight indoors.
We close the door and settle into the eve-
ning. Spring invites us to pause again. Not
for long stretches, necessarily. Sometimes
just five minutes before supper. Sometimes
long enough to finish the last of a cup of
coffee. Sometimes long enough to watch
the sky change color without quite mean-
ing to.

Those chairs make that possible.

When I was younger, it seemed as
though there was always someone sitting
outside somewhere along the street. Not
every house. But enough that you never
felt alone walking past. There was usually
someone who would nod, or raise a hand,
or ask how things were going even if they
did not expect a long answer.

That kind of presence is easy to over-
look until it returns.

I passed one house the other evening
where two chairs had been placed side
by side near the front steps. No one was
sitting in them at the time, but they faced
the road in a way that made it clear they
would be used soon. A little farther along,
someone had set a single chair near the
edge of a driveway where the late sun
reached just before disappearing behind
the trees. Down the block, another chair
rested beside a small table that looked as
though it had held a glass of iced tea not
long before.

None of these things were remarkable
on their own. Taken together, they made
the street feel open again.

A porch chair is a small declaration. It
says someone plans to be outside for a
while. It says the day has stretched enough
to make room for sitting instead of hurry-
ing. It says the neighborhood is not only
a place we pass through, but a place we
share.

I always like the week when the chairs
come back. It means the season has turned
in a quiet but dependable way. And it
means that before long, someone will be
sitting in one of them, watching the eve-
ning settle over the street the same way
people here always have.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

| ETTERS TO THE
EDITOR

Insidious government
creep sounds contagious
because it is!

To the Editor:

Evading responsibility and enabling bad
behavior is not leadership; it is politics at
the expense of Massachusetts residents!

Gov. Healy has filed new legislation that
allows municipalities to raise new taxes at
the local level to fund city and town budgets
that taxpayers have already been paying
through state taxes!

Government never recognizes a spending
problem! Instead, they define a lack of
funds as a budget deficit and they designate
the taxpayer the target...to be surreptitious-
ly attacked as they are the only revenue
source available! There is no bigger target
than a Massachusetts Taxpayer!

Healy’s plan will allow municipalities to
tax meals, hotels and vehicles again!

Municipalities currently tax motor vehi-
cles by using a formula based on the vehi-
cle’s valuation, which depreciates with age.
The Governor’s plan proposes that munic-
ipalities can opt into an additional 5 per-
cent surcharge atop the excise tax bill. The
vehicle excise tax reduction was part of the
original Proposition 2 ' ballot measure
passed in 1980. Prior to Proposition 2 Y,
the vehicle excise tax was 6 percent; it was
reduced to 2 ! percent by the measure. This
bill would override Proposition 2 % on this
point.

The legislation will also increase the max-
imum local option lodging tax on hotels,
motels, and other rentals to 7 percent from
6 percent of the price of a room. For Boston,
that would go up to 7.5 percent from 6.5
percent.

The maximum local option meals
tax would rise by over 30 percent, to 1
percent from three quarters of a percent of
the sales price of a meal at a restaurant or
local store.

Inflated and out-of-control spending at
the state level does not justify a taxpayer
attack at the local level! The Mission
Statement on Beacon Hill: Always strive to
pilfer pocketbooks and remember, it’s “for
the children.”

Insidious government creep happens
because not enough taxpayers pay attention
nor do they vote! Stop insidious govern-
ment creep...vote!

Jennifer Gaucher

Spencer

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge press.news
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Thomas L. Furgal, 75

CHESHIRE, CT — Thomas L. Furgal,
75, of Cheshire, Connecticut, passed away
peacefully on Monday, April 13, 2026.

Born on December 30, 1950, in Ware,
Massachusetts, he was a son of the late
Leon C. Furgal and Thelma A. (Dougdale)
Furgal. Thomas was raised and educated
in Ware and went on to build a lifelong
career as a skilled tradesman, specializing
in masonry and commercial construction.

Thomas was known for his strong
work ethic and craftsmanship, earning the
respect of colleagues and clients through-
out his career. Outside of work, he had a
passion for auto racing and could often
be found at local racetracks, including
Stafford Speedway, Thompson Speedway,
and Riverside Park Speedway, where he

enjoyed both racing and the camaraderie
of the racing community.

He will be remembered for his dedica-
tion to his craft, his love of racing, and the
time he shared with family and friends.

Thomas is survived by his friend James
A Cremo. In addition to his parents, he
was predeceased by his brother Charles
A. Furgal.

Calling hours will be held at Varnum
Funeral Home, 43 East Main Street, West
Brookfield, MA 01585. On Wednesday,
April 29, 2026, from 10 to 12 Noon.
Followed by burial at Oak Knoll Cemetery
in Palmer, MA. Please visit his memori-
al page for expressions of condolences.
www.varnumfuneralhome.com
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Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 e

Bring your family’s memorial back to
its original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professmnally

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

1500 Main St.e Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

—
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news

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550,
or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress. ,

DAVE’S
APPLIANGCE Inc.

NEW & USED APPLIANCES
@ LG

e

SS====_ WASHER/ /"“\_
DRYER SALE
$549/ EACH : /
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST \_//

WT6100CW
WT6105CW

DLEG100W -

A | 508-867-3122 &
Major | parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7~

Brands www.davesapp.com =

Sales &| 45 \y/ Main St., Brookfield, MA
Service | Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 » Fri 9-5 » Sat 10-3

r"(!!uality counts S 1
when no one Ll ACCREDITED

is looking."” _BBB.
Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAV!NG INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &%
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

k= Inside & Out

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator ‘

BOAT OW
C
SITE A\NV‘][&

\

MARINIE

TOPS b Interlor Se COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

FULL
DETAILING

Full Auto Body
& Automotive Repair

0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

Batteries & Featuring:

WA
Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
AUOGRE  Erag wgil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B= 508-867-9736 K

NERS | HOUSE CLEAN OUTSJ] TREE SERVICE

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS ., .

;l-\n- - =
Vs :’
v
House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,

Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

Young’s

Tree Servicd

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -:-
Free Estimates BBB
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Thomas J. Bartholomew recognized on Forbes BestinState
Wealth Advisors list for ninth consecutive year

WORCESTER —
Bartholomew & Company,
a provider of financial plan-
ning and wealth manage-
mentservices headquartered
in Worcester, Massachusetts
announced that President
& CEO, Thomas
J. Bartholomew,
AIF® has been named to
the Forbes “BestInState
Wealth Advisors” list for
2026, marking the ninth

Wealth Advisors list rec-
ognizes financial advi-
sors nationwide based
on research and analysis
conducted by SHOOK
Research. According
to Forbes, the evaluation
process incorporates both
qualitative and quantitative
criteria, including industry
experience, assets under
management, compliance
history, and professional

consecutive year he has credentials.
received this recognition.
The 2026 rankings were

released on April 7.

“I am honored to be
included on this list for
the ninth year in a row,”
said Tom Bartholomew. “I

Massasoit Art
Guild announces
Spring Small
Works show at
Leicester Public
Library

LEICESTER — The Massasoit Art Guild will present its
Spring Small Works Art and Photography Show from April
30 through May 27 at the Leicester Public Library, offering
visitors a chance to view a wide range of compact-format
artwork created by guild members from across the region.

The members-only exhibition will feature original pieces
limited to a maximum size of 12 by 14 inches, measured
by outside frame dimensions. Artists may submit up to two
entries each. Organizers said the smaller format encourages
experimentation and accessibility while allowing a broad
range of styles and media to be displayed in a shared com-
munity setting.

The show will be judged as a single category rather than
divided by medium. Awards will be presented for first,
second and third place, along with an honorary mention. A
People’s Choice selection will also be recognized. Ribbon
prizes will be awarded to winners.

Artwork drop-off and check-in is scheduled for Thursday,
April 30, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the library’s ground-floor
Community Room. Later that day, the guild will host a
public meet-and-greet reception with participating artists
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the same location. Organizers
encourage all participating artists to attend the reception to
connect with visitors and fellow exhibitors.

The exhibition will remain on display during regular
library hours through May 27. Pick-up for submitted art-
work is scheduled for Thursday, May 28, from 9:30 to 11
a.m., again in the Community Room.

Registration for the show opened Feb. 22 and continues
through April 15, or until available space is filled. Advance
registration is required, and artists must complete the entry
process through the guild’s website.

Guild representatives said the annual small works exhi-
bition provides an opportunity for artists to present new
material while also introducing local audiences to the range
of talent within the organization. The show is designed to be
approachable for both established artists and newer mem-
bers interested in exhibiting their work publicly.

Support for the exhibition is provided in part through a
grant from the Spencer Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Mass Cultural Council.

Additional information about show rules and registra-
tion is available through the Massasoit Art Guild website.
Questions may also be directed to the organization by email
at massasoitartguild@gmail .com.

The Forbes BestInState

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester « 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

n /—‘
J’

Thomas J. Bartholomew

am thankful for the con-
tinued trust of my clients
and remain focused on pro-
viding thoughtful guidance

tailored to their individual
financial needs.”

About Bartholomew &
Company

Bartholomew &
Company has been provid-
ing individuals and organi-
zations with financial guid-
ance since 1994. Located at
370 Main St., Suite 1000,
Worcester, MA and 405
Cochituate Rd., Suite 305,
Framingham, Bartholomew
& Company’s advisors
pride themselves on craft-
ing unique strategies for
each client—whether serv-
ing individuals, families,
municipalities, or insti-
tutional clients. For more
information, please visit-
www.bartandco.com.

Securities and advisory
services offered through

Commonwealth Financial
Network®, Member
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered
Investment Adviser.

2026 Forbes Best In
State Wealth Advisors, cre-
ated by SHOOK Research.
Presented in April 2026
based on data gathered from
June 2024 to June 2025.
Not indicative of advisor’s
future performance. Your
experience may vary.

For more information,
please visit: https://www.
forbes.com/lists/best-in-
state-wealth-advisors/.

Safe Boating certificate
courses scheduled at Milford
and Webster locations

REGION  —  The
United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla,
Massachusetts will  be
instructing two upcoming
boating safety classes that
meet current state mandated
educational requirements.

The Boat America Course
is offered in a one-day for-
mat developed to provide
the skills and confidence
needed to explore the coast
and inland waters by boat.
Basic knowledge and skills
are needed to have safe and
enjoyable boating experi-
ences. This course is per-
fect for families that have
just purchased any type of
boat or are planning to in
the future, and for the boat-
er keeping up with chang-
es to boating regulations
and laws. Basic marline-
spike seamanship (knots
etc.) will also be included.
Successful completion of
the course will certify any
minor, from 12 to 16 years
of age, to operate a power-
boat, including a Personal
Water Craft / Jet Ski (for
16 & 17-year-old opera-
tors), on all Massachusetts

waters; in conjunction with

the Mass. Environmental
Police. Approved by
National Association

of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA)
it will also cover the
requirements to operate a
vessel in most other states
& many countries where
boating safety education is
mandatory including RI and
CT.

The  Hanson-Milone
Boater Safety Act, signed
into Mass. Law, will now
requires ALL Mass. motor-
boat operators to complete
an approved Safe Boating
Certificate course before
April 1, 2026, for any-
one born after 1/1/1998,
and by April 1, 2028,
for boaters born before
1/1/1998. Enforcement of
the new law will begin on
September 1, 2026. This
course meets the new Mass.
requirement. Most boating
insurance companies offer
a discount on premiums for
successful completion of
this course. Participants 16
years old and under must be
accompanied, in person, by

a registered parent/guard-
ian. SPACE IS LIMITED
so register soon:

Milford High School —
Saturday, May 2, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Milford High School
courses offered at 31 West
Fountain St., Milford.
Registration is  man-
aged through the Milford
Community School Use
Program,

https://milfordcommuni-
typrogram.activityreg.com/
selectactivity_t2.wcs#

Adult-Spring-2026 -
Education - Boat America
Certificate Class or call
Laura Farrell (508) 478-
1119, email Ifarrell@mil-
fordma.com.

The registration deadline

is April 26.
For additional
USCGAux. information:

phil.uscgaux@verizon.net
or (508) 478-3778.

Webster Fire Department
— Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Webster Fire Department
Classroom, 55 Thompson
Rd., Webster

The registration deadline
is May 10.

Contact our Public
Education Officer Phil
Kubat for registration or
additional

information: email phil.
uscgaux@verizon.net or
call (508) 478-3778.

To locate the BA meet-
ing certification require-
ments, and other USCG
Auxiliary courses offered
go to: https://www.cgaux.
org/boatinged/class_finder/
index.php

The  Coast  Guard
Auxiliary is the uniformed
civilian component of the
U.S. Coast Guard and sup-
ports the Coast Guard in
nearly all mission areas.
The Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939. For
more information, please
visit Www.cgaux.org

New Bocce League open to community

SOUTHBRIDGE — Bay
Path Continuing Education
& the Southbridge Italian
Club have teamed up to
launch an exciting new
bocce league on Tuesday
nights throughout May and
June.

Bocce is a game that all
can enjoy —no special skills
or talents are required! If
you can roll a ball, you
can play! These two com-

munity organizations are
thrilled to bring this sport to
a wider audience. Both Bay
Path Continuing Education
and the Southbridge Italian
Club are dedicated to offer-
ing various events for peo-
ple to engage, socialize, and
have fun. This new league
is a perfect fit. Here are the
details:

Tuesdays: May 12 — June
30 (eight weeks)

Teams of four to eight
players

$240 per team

One game per week at
either 6 or 7 p.m.

Maximum of eight teams
— don’t wait!

Only team captains need
to register for their team.

A brief informational
captain meeting will be held
before the season starts.

Gather your friends (18

F‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

and older), form a team, and
come join us for a fantastic
time on the court!

Games will be held at:

Italian American Club
20 North St., Southbridge

To register your team,
call Bay Path Continuing
Education at 508-248-5971,
ext. 1715. Spots for teams
are limited, so don’t hesi-
tate—call today!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 5/1 & SATURDAY 5/2

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Breakfast & Lunch « BREAKFAST ALL DAY

'Salem Cross Inn,

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Comeonin
or a delicious
meal!

Now taking
reservations

Daily Specials « Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad g
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner . /,
AFTEH 5PM Wed: Yankee Pot Roast f or M Of her s D ay
Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS
HOURSEX::AS;:O?Z ?:u:day 88 Fri: Fish and Chips . Thursdays- Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 * Fridays- Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

> For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA

508.885.7705 e
Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm == &

il 508-885-4033

COI’dS www.charliesdiner.com

Ei
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Asparagus
chowder is
back!

WEST BROOKFIELD — On Saturday, May 16 during
the town of West Brookfield’s Asparagus, Heritage and
Flower Festival on the town common (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.),
the First Congregational Church, UCC (36 N. Main St.) will
offer their famous Asparagus Chowder from their Chowder
Tent located on the church lawn.

Hot chowder by the cup, cold chowder by the quart to
take home, yummy brownies and cold drinks will be avail-
able from 10 am until it runs out. Inside and outside dining
is available. Cold quarts of chowder as well as a handmade
quilt raffle will also be available on the town common near
the food court.

Call the church for more information at 508-867-7078.

Applications
welcome for
Quaboag
Historical
Society
scholarship

REGION — The Quaboag Historical Society is proud
to announce its annual scholarship program, designed to
support high school seniors with a passion for history and a
commitment to preserving the past. This $1,000 scholarship
aims to assist students planning to pursue higher education
in any historical related field.

The scholarship is only offered to a student who resides
in one of the Quaboag Plantation towns of Brookfield, East
Brookfield, New Braintree, North Brookfield, Warren, or
West Brookfield. It is offered to a current high school
senior planning to enroll in a college or university for the
upcoming academic year who will pursue a degree in one of
the following fields: Education, History, Museum Studies,
Anthropology, Women’s Studies, American Studies, or
Archaeology. Students wishing to study closely related
fields are encouraged to apply.

The application deadline is May 15. For applications or
more information, please contact Jeff Robbins at jeffrob-
bins@charter.net or 508-579-4786.

Donations needed
for Community
Baby Shower

LEICESTER — Organizers are seeking donations for the
Leicester Regional Public Health Coalition’s Community
Baby Shower for expectant parents coming up May 7 from
1-4 p.m. at the Leicester Town Hall Gym, sponsored by
Walmart, Hannaford, Deja New, and C.A R E. Leicester.

Items needed include diapers (newborn to size three),
baby wipes, rash cream, clothing (onesies), sleepers, sleep
sacks, hats, socks, and newborn outfits), hygiene & health
items such as baby wash, shampoo, lotion, manicure sets,
thermometers, and hand sanitizers), feeding equipment
(bottles), formula, burping cloths, bibs, nursing pads, and
pacifiers), gear & bedding (swaddle blankets, crib sheets,
pack ‘n plays, strollers, and car seats), and safety items such
as outlet covers and cabinet locks.

Donation drop-off bins are located at the Leicester Public
Library, Town Hall, Senior Center, and Deja New.

Cornerstone Bank
again Sponsors
Spencer Summer
Concert Series

SPENCER — The Spencer Parks & Recreation
Commission will again be presenting a Summer Concert
Series at Powder Mill Park, corner Smithville and Meadow
Roads, Spencer. Shows are on Sunday afternoons from 2
to 5 p.m. This year’s lineup includes the following dates
and acts.

July 5 The Chain

July 12 The Deloreans

July 19 The Love Dogs

July 26 Vivi and Da Funk
Aug. 2 Blind Tiger Swing Posse
Aug.9 Gold Dust Refugees
Aug. 16  The Silverbacks
Aug.23  Miss Fairchild

The concert series is proudly sponsored by Cornerstone
Bank. Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and community-based
banking model enables a unique ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a personal touch. Cornerstone provides the
highest level of service and expertise for individuals, busi-
nesses, and community organizations with branch locations
throughout Central Massachusetts.

DPHS Booster
Club to hold
Annual Meeting

SPENCER — The David Prouty High School Athletic
Booster Club will hold its Annual Membership Meeting on
Thursday, June 25 at 6 p.m. at Yamato Asian Bistro, located
at 62 W Main St., Spencer. New members are welcome,
please join us!

Christ Memorial
Church hosting
Tag Sale May 9

NORTH BROOKFIELD — A Tag Sale will be held at
Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North Main St.,
Saturday, May 9 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., rain or shine! Plants
(indoor and outdoor), puzzles, books, clothes, kids’ stuff,
kitchen and household items, treasures, and more. Name
your own price. Use the Spring Street door should the
weather force us inside.

Transfer
Station stickers

on sale starting
April 13

SPENCER — Town of Spencer 2026-2027 Transfer
Station stickers will be on sale at the Water Department

beginning April 13 during regular business hours: Monday
to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sticker fee is $75.

Second stickers for same household cost an additional
$30.

Renewals can be paid online at www.spencerma.gov or
by mailing your completed form with check/money order.

Please include a stamped self addressed envelope to:

Department of Utilities & Facilities

Attention: Stickers

3 Old Meadow Rd.

Spencer, MA 01562

Questions? Call 508-885-7515.

Community
Connection

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

WORTHEAS 70177 i< OUR

PI17Z
=

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.

For

Advertising
Information

Call

A Passion

MASTER JEWELERS™ A0

Since 1997 774-200-7308
A8 7l
] s pec 1a I 1ZIn g B;czzo: Ham and cheese Small mikaela@
in Custom Desig NS || sms6o9 | sm 8 $500 |mvenvoav1ia| stonebridge
All types of Jewelry Repairs Lg.$9.99 | 1g.12” $6.99 033'33;3?’ press.news

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Leicester

1205 Main St.
508-892-9276
~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567

T—7—

@ arl_ton Oﬂ.
- . PrOpane

508-248-9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MEEPREAL  Tanks Filled

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

[ pRe——— $4.99 301-500... 8225 o 80%
50-75 .cvererereres $3.49 500 PLUS. .$2.10 .
76-150.cvvverr $2.95 Dutgl FUEl e $375  Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 4/27/26 was $4.69 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

- =

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

/S S

rooke

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

S
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Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!
FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

1 \ \
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Sophomores named to Bay Path honor roll

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical School congratulates
the following students in grade 10 on being
named to the honor roll for the third quarter
of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors

Madeline Candice Adugyamfi, Davian
Alexander Alicea Aponte, Matheus Holanda
Antonelli, Nyahlise Lillian Aviles, Isabella
Elizabeth Barrell, Caterina Beverlianna
Boon, Emerson Hagen Borgeson, Benjamin
Robert Brooks, Morgan Lynn Brooks, Julia
Rose Bukowski, Claire Elizabeth Calnan,
Derek Alexander Campos, Keegan Jack
Champlin, Sydney Faustina Chisholm,
Noah James Cole, Alyssa Marie Cuevas,
Esmee Elizabeth Cyr, Ayla Rose Drisco,
Alice Marie Dufault, Christopher Jeremy
Feliciano, Brian Thomas Finnegan,
Madelyn Helena Frost, Melody Starr
Fuentes, Alivia Rose Gauvin, Vanessa
Diane Gordon, Yadiel Enrique Hernandez
Navarro, Shaylan Rose Hesselton, Emma
Mae Jalbert, Veronica Mae Jensrud,
Jordyn Kate Labrecque, Isabella Grace
Leatham-Wright, Ginelly Shantel Molina,
Carly Jane Moody, Shea Alfred Mulligan,
Teagan Patrice O’Halloran, Michael
Thomas Payson, Ava Sophia Reed, Ethan
Vance Rodriguez, Alexia Grace Rondeau,
Esmerelda Rosario Tirado, Brianna

Jingchen Shi, Paul Joseph Skarzenski,
Victur Manuel Sobinski, Nelson Tobias
Sorto, Victoria Marie Sullivan, Spencer
Thomas Wisniewski

Honors

Arlind Aliu, Chase Michael Anthony,
Yaniel Aviles, Gianna Rae Bedard,
Elizabeth Susan Bennington Lynch,
Addam James Bergeron, Cody James Blair,
Brian Bui, Andrew Mason Carter, Julie
Elizabeth Chenier, Sadie Ann Cleary, Elijah
Gabriel Cornier, Brody James Coughlin,
Jackson Murray Coughlin, Addyson
Kaeleigh Coutu, Blake Nicholas Curboy,
Holly Marie Dailey, Tavis McKinley
Davis, Norah Abigail Dean, Arielle Grace
Deauseault, Oliver Gage Delorge, Aaron
Justin Desautels, Ava Marie Dufault,
Fable Dufresne, Rylie Anne Dwyer,
Dominik John Duziubasik, Madysin Riley
Fitzgerald, Kylee Marie Fournier, Nikolas
William Foustoukos, Anthony Joseph
Fredette, Charlotte Susan May Fredette,
Ryan James Fuller, Jayden Robert Afolabi
Giwa-Bello, Colton Philip Hall, Marcus
Roy Hamilton, Addison Katie Harrington,
Fatima Edilene Herrera, Chloe Rose
Hosley, Colin Henry Joyce, Victoria Rose
Kaiser, Brooke Marie Kasprzak, Brayden
Albert Kraus, Brianna Ashleigh Laforest,
Olivia Corinne LaMountain, Andrew

Arthur Lashua, Wesley Patrick Lawless,
Valentina Medeiros Lima, Juliano Ligeniale
Lopez, Kaitlin Angela Lulu, Emily Ann
Macko, Cynthia Kagan Marc, Julia
Danielle Marini, Aydan Michael Marsh,
Sherlyn Mazariegos Hernandez, Madison
Grace McKinstry, John Steven McMahon,
Logan James Mondino, Ashlyne Emily
Monsen, Derek Omar Morales, Raider
Keith Newton, Adalynn Jane Nietsche,
Nathaniel Leif Noyes, Landen Spencer
Olszta, Giavanna Bella Orsi, Gabriel
Armando Ortiz, Julian Thomas Papeirski,
Matilda Cecile Paradis, Jocelyn Rose
Peck, AJ Jesse Perron, Kurtwood Russell
Pettiford, Parke rJonathan Piehl, Joseph
Lewis Pretty, Blake Leonard Richard,
Christopher Jeffrey Richardson, Shaye
Patricia Riley, Danna Paola Rodriguez
Lopez, Emilyanis Joan Rodriguez, Ava
Victoria Rondeau, Keomar Arnaldo Rosario
Sanchez, Isabella Roszkowski, Aiden Lee
Rubito, Liliana Morgan Rubito, Rianna
Gathoni Ruo, Jayden Jose Santos, Thomas
Francis Shivick, Grace Autumn Shoblom,
Alejandro Javier Sierra Varas, Tatiana Maria
Smolynsky, Heather Holiday Starr, Owen
Miles Stewart, Jade Antonia Stien, Angela
Sofia Suarez Pineros, Nayelis Nahir Torres
Godineaux, Olivia Ruth Torres, Haidynn
Anne Tuttle, Shafick Yamal Vasquez-
Grande, Gina Grace Vautour, Castiel Lee

Vazquez, Colin Anthony Vega, Sadie
Mckenna Villegas, Sione Flynn Villegas,
Ella Violette Wall, Thomas Earl Welch,
Colby Deary Wells, Madison Elizabeth
Wells, Riley John West, Sydney Alexandra
Winer, Benjamin Richard Wolanski, Chloe
Olivia Young, Isabella Anne Zorena

Principal’s List

Zachary Barry Barsalou, Abel Pax
Burdick, Collin Edward Burtt, Jowell
Alberto Cedeno, Paul Matthew Ceppetelli,
Ayva Marie Coffey, Aiden Michael Collins,
John Michel Rousseau Daniel, Tristan
Nichole Defazio, Nadya Anita Delgado,
Nicolas James DiGioia, Ian Joseph Fantasia,
Emanuel Jesus Feliciano Rodriguez, Adrie
James Ford, Tyler Blake Friend, Matthew
Donald Graves, Jannie Mahoney Kabba,
Ryan Khai Lima, Amelia Layne Magorian,
Amelia Layne Magorian, Isabella Adeline
Monahan, Marieliz Magdalena Morel,
Bryton Favor Mosong, Anthony Jadon
Ribeiro Ortiz, Saverio James Palaia, Mason
D. Michael Parker, Jacob Louis Pecore,
Treva Mae Plank, Tianyu Qi, Bo Carl Riley,
Kayla Elizabeth Shepard, Gavin Joseph
Thompson, Jamison Douglas Trevallion,
Angelina Marie Vazquez, Joniel Leonardo
Velez Diaz, Noah Joel Waterhouse, Julianis
Paola Zayas Rivera

Since 1969
Always Going The Exfra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates ¢« Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists ® Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics ¢ A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters » ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 - Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom i

Fully Certified + RS# 2678

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| ALA

HOM E IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts]

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

:508-784-1550:

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
-----------------------u

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOURVISION IN COLOR

__, SPRING
= PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
before May 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

CONTRACTING -MMEE-

ln&oor/Outdoor Rcmodcllng

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Lan&scaPing
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc
Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Black @

Diamond
CONTRACTING

Stump Grinding

" Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  mimm
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

(=]

\_LAWNMOWER.COM o,

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Iinformation, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.neéews

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY M Home Improvement

_MasONRY_J ) | EDUC

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY BONETTI’S
CLEANINGS| [Home Improvement
Starting at $99 Roofing

ALL KINDS OF P

MASONRY & Remodeling
CONCRETE WORK Windows
New & Repairs, Repointing, Doors

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION )
Chimney Repair Power Washing
Foundation Repair Wa||papering
Steps, Patios .
Water Proofing General Repair
Walkways Fully Insured
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work Over 40:+ Years
Cord Wood Experience
Brian French 508-764-8548
413)222-5542
cjmas(onry}?a)rdscapcg:mail.com 774'230'8373

V) “acLanre David
g \\, HEATING INC. avi
Commercial Barbale
Residential, ROOFING
New Construction Roofing/Gutters
. Repair Work
369 Main St, .
Ste 4 Fully Licensed
Spencer. MA and Insured
P ’ MA LIC #CS069127
1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721
Fully Insured INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | 0+ 508-248-6709
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

__Plumbing || _ROOFING Il Roofing _[JTREE SERVIGE

1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &

SAUNDERS & | [ AERIAL
SONS ROOFING TREE
Read i t th
Beetat‘er%ﬁsrii\ggzv Ejrea:. SERVICE
A+ rating and accredited Excavation

member since 2009. Septic system

Call Bill Toll-Free Lot clearing

Retaining walls
Driveway install
40,000 Ib jack

25 yr. labor warranty available hammer
MA Reg #153955 Stump removal
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641 Hazardous tree
Fully Insured, Free Estimates remm_ral
Family Owned and Operated| | Seasoned firewood
Now Accepting All Major $300/cord
. Crodit Gards Complete Site Work
” ACCREDITED
3 EE8Q® | | s60-382-5071
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BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s help locating classmates for 40th reunion

REGION — As the
Bartlett High School Class
of 1986 prepares to celebrate
its 40th reunion on Sept. 26,
organizers are asking the
community for assistance
in locating classmates who
have not yet been reached
through social media or via
text.

To make the process sim-
ple, the reunion committee
has created a short con-
tact-information form and
is encouraging residents,
friends, and former class-
mates to help spread the
word. If you know someone
on the “missing classmates”
list, organizers ask that you

information.

40Years

text them the link to the
form so they can update their

Contact Info Form: https://
tinyurl.com/BHS1986-

If it’s easier, you may
also complete the form on a
classmate’s behalf—so long
as you have their current
contact details. Organizers
emphasize that any help
tracking them down is truly
appreciated, as personal con-
nections often succeed where
digital outreach falls short.

A list of classmates the
committee is hoping to
locate appears below. With
the community’s support,

they hope every member of
the Class of ’86 will have
the opportunity to join this
milestone celebration.

Peter Allain

Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy

Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown

Paul Browning Scott Horanzy Deborah Munsch
Paul Bugan Jane Houle Brett Napierata
Cindy Bullens Todd Hufault ‘Wayne Parmentier
Sandra Butt Joseph Hughes Brian Poplawski
Mont Canterbury Melissa Jankowski Gary Poplawski
Stephen Carlson Thor Johnson Edward Powers
Daniel Chapdelaine Nena Johnston William Radcliffe
Kelly Cobb Lisa Kozlowski James Remy

Ken Cournoyer Robert Krasnecky Debra Ross
Timothy Decker Jill Krause Collin Salmon
Tammy Deschenes Michael Kryger Dale Schleis
Aaron Dorcas Rick Lawson Theresa Sergel
Daniel Doyle Deborah Leite Henry Skiba
Dorothy DusoSelina Fife Linda Lifer Alan Standrowicz
James Gardner Patricia Majewski Jeffrey Surozenski
Jeffrey Gatto Renee Marchand Karen Toukonen
Tina Giakoumis Jennifer Marsh Joseph Veronick
Alicia Goudreau Jennifer Mason Douglas Waldron
Richard Guerin John Meagher Robert Wheeler
Robert Hamm Fumiyo Mochizuki Edward Zdrok

LEGALS

At the Zoning Board of Appeals spe-
cial meeting to be held on Tuesday,
May 20, 2026, in the McCourt Social
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing — Spencer
Zoning Board of Appeals
Variance Finding— Applicant/ Owner:
Jason Ferreira: Location: 8 I. Capen
Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map
R13-01. The applicant is seeking a
Variance under Sections 4.9.2.A.3
(non-conforming structure /Single-
Family/increase in nonconformity)
and 7.3 (Variance Requirements) of
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to build a
16’ x 34’ addition to an existing sin-
gle-family home in the side setback.
The property is located in the Rural
Residential (RR) district.
Variance Finding— Applicant/ Owner:
Chestnut OP LLC/ Kurt Cawley:
Location: 53 Chestnut Street,
Spencer Assessor’s Map U07-235.
The applicant is seeking a Variance
under Sections 6.1 (Off Street
Parking/ Loading Requirements) of
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to allow
off-street parking, parking location
will be at 46-48 Chestnut Street, and
an easement has been recorded.
The property is located in the Town
Center (TC) district.
Variance Finding— Applicant/ Owner:
Gerald & Dian Ferguson: Location:
103 Clark Road, Spencer Assessor’s
Map U27-17. The applicant is seek-
ing a Variance under Sections 5.1
(Table of Area Requirements) and
4.9.1.D (Nonconforming lots) of the
Spencer Zoning Bylaw adjust lot
lines between three nonconforming
lots (103, 105, and 109 Clark Road),
this adjustment will reduce the area
of 103 Clark Rd and the nonconfor-
mity in the setback for 105 Clark Rd.
The property is located in the Lake
Residential (LR) district.
Variance Finding— Applicant/ Owner:
Bryan & Joy Coleman: Location: 105
Clark Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map
U27-18. The applicant is seeking a
Variance under Sections 5.1 (Table of
Area Requirements) and 4.9.1.D (Non-
conforming lots) of the Spencer Zoning
Bylaw adjust lot lines between three
nonconforming lots (103, 105, and 109
Clark Road), this adjustment will re-
duce the area of 103 Clark Rd and the
nonconformity in the setback for 105
Clark Rd. The property is located in the
Lake Residential (LR) district.
Variance Finding— Applicant/ Owner:
Cody Berman: Location: 41-43 Point
Eastalee Drive, Spencer Assessor’s
Map U34-22. The applicant is seeking
a Variance under Sections 5.1 (Table of
Area Requirements) and 7.3 (Variance
Requirements) of the Spencer Zoning
Bylaw to increase the footprint in a pre-
viously approved Variance from 2024
to build a Single-Family Home, the pro-
posed change is to request relief from
the minimum lot size. The property is
located in the Lake Residential (LR)
district.
May 1, 2026
May 8 , 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 123 Park Street, East

Brookfield, MA 01515

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Larry M.
McPartland to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Finance of
America Reverse LLC, and now held
by Finance of America Reverse LLC,
said mortgage dated January 9, 2021
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 64224, Page 185, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as mortgagee, as nominee for Finance
of America Reverse LLC to Finance of
America Reverse LLC by assignment
dated August 1, 2025 and recorded
with said Registry of Deeds in Book

72367, Page 11; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same will
be sold at Public Auction on June 4,
2026 at 01:00 PM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land in the Easterly part of East
Brookfield, Massachusetts, Easterly of
and adjoining Lake Lashaway.

Being Lot #1 as shown on Plan of
land entitled Division of Property in
East Brookfield, Massachusetts, John
J. McPartland Lot #1; Lionel A. Aucoin
Lot #2; Herve G. Aucoin Lot 03 dated
August 4, 1961 recorded in Worcester
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book
258, Plan 14, bounded and described
as follows;

Beginning at an iron pipe at the
Northeasterly corner thereof;
Thence N. 59° 16’ W., 202.70 feet by
land of Paul Huard to the Lake Shore;
Thence Southwesterly along
the Lake Shore, 45.0 feet
to a drill hole in a concrete wall.
Thence S. 61° 06’ E.,
131.02 feet to an iron pipe;
ThenceS. 12°08°'W., 23. 10feettoapoint;
Thence N. 77° 31" E., 91.83
feet to the place of beginning.
Being that parcel of land conveyed
to Larry M. McPartland from John J.
MecPartland and Lillian O. McPartland,
husband and wife by that deed dated
3/28/1977 and recorded 3/31/1977 in
deed book 6149, at page 287 of the
Worcester County, MA public registry.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated March 28, 1977 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
6149, Page 287.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances,
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mortgage
above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Finance of America
Reverse LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

May 1, 2026

May 8, 2026

May 15, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 10 Jones Street,

Spencer, MA 01562

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Amanda
M Davin to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Guild Mortgage
Company LLC, and now held by
Guild Mortgage Company LLC, said
mortgage dated July 11, 2022 and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 67888, Page 298, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild
Mortgage Company by assignment
dated April 9, 2024 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 70394,
Page 273; said mortgage was assigned
from Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Guild Mortgage Company
LLC to Guild Mortgage Company LLC

by assignment dated June 4, 2024
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 70607, Page 115; said
mortgage was assigned from Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated August 13, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 70903, Page 62; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated December 19, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 71491, Page 134; for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on May
14, 2026 at 02:00 PM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
to wit:

TRACT 1:
The land in Spencer, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, situated in
the south side of Starr Street, viz,
BEGINNING at the northeast cor-
ner of the south line of said street
by land formerly of H.P. Starr;

THENCE by said Starr
land, S. 9° W. 99 feet;
THENCE by land formerly of Joseph
Pope, N. 86 1/2° W., 66 feet;

THENCE still by said Pope land, N. 9°E.,
99 feet to the south line of Starr Street;
THENCE by said street line, S. 86 1/2°
E., 66 feet to the point of beginning..
TRACT 2:
The land in Spencer, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, situated on
the south side of Starr Street, viz.,
BEGINNING at the northwester-
ly corner of the south line of said
street, at a point 165 feet easterly
of the easterly line of Grove Street;
THENCE S. 86 1/2° E., by the south-
erly line of Starr Street, about 82 1/2
feet to land formerly of Eli Jacobs;
THENCE S. 9° w., by
said Jacobs land, 99 (feet;
THENCE N. 86 1/2° W., by land for-
merly of Joseph Pope, about 74 1/2
feet to a point on the easterly side of
a two rod private street, now called
Jones Street, and 165 feet easterly
of the easterly line of Grove Street;
THENCE N. 3 1/2° E., by the
easterly line of Jones Street,
99 feet to the point of beginning..
Being the same premises as granted
to Mortgagor(s) by virtue of a Deed
from Sidney Cardona recorded in the
Worcester County Registry of Deed
Herewith.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated July 7, 2022 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 67888,
Page 294.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must be
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company

LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701
April 17, 2026
April 24, 2026
April 31, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, May 13, 2026 at 6:15PM at the
Senior Center, 29 Forest St.,, North
Brookfield, MA. Public opinion will be
received for 89 South Main St., regard-
ing a special permit request for Sadie
Saint for an accessory use (Section
IV.A.2.0.) per the North Brookfield
Zoning Bylaws. The property is in the
Downtown Overlay District. Any person
interested in being heard or seeking in-
formation should appear at the above
stated time and place. A copy of the
proposed permit application is on file in
the office of the Town Clerk, 215
North Main St., No. Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair
April 24, 2026
May 1, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, May 13, 2026 at 6:35PM at the
Senior Center, 29 Forest St., North
Brookfield, MA. Public opinion will be
received for 60 Gilbert St., regarding
a special permit request by Robert
Anderson for a tri-plex residential unit
(Section IV.A.2.1.) per the North Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws. The property is in
the R-11 District and Downtown Over-
lay District. Any person interested in
being heard or seeking information
should appear at the above stated time
and place. A copy of the proposed per-
mit application is on file in the office of
the Town Clerk, 215 North Main St.,
No. Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair
April 24, 2026
May 1, 2026

THE TOWN OF EAST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held in
the Memorial Town Complex, 122
Connie Mack Drive, East Brookfield
on Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:00
p-m. on the application made by
Robert Pellegrino for a change of
Officers/Directors/LLC Managers,
Issuance and Change of Stock
Interest, Change of Manager for 308
Lakeside, Inc., All Alcohol Beverage

License

All interested parties are invited to
attend.

Andrew Lynch, Chairman

Andrew Levasseur, Clerk

Robert Button, Member

cc: Town Clerk

May 1, 2026

May 8, 2026

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

Jimmy Georges has filed an Amended
Order of Conditions with the Spencer
Conservation Commission to Install
a perimeter drain around the founda-
tion located at 20 Whittemore Cove,
Spencer, MA.

Applications can be reviewed at the
Office of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hear-
ing regarding these filings will be
held by the Spencer Conservation
Commission in McCourt Social Hall
at Town Hall, 157 Main Street, on
Wednesday, May 13, 2026 at which
time all persons having an interest
may be present or call in remotely to
participate. Conservation Commission
meetings open at 6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman

May 1, 2026

For Legal Advertising Information,
Call 508-909-4121
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Camp Invention’s fun, action-packed summer
STEM program coming to area

REGION — Camp
Invention®, a national-
ly recognized, nonprof-
it summer enrichment
program, is coming to
the following locations.

Auburn: Auburn Middle
School the week
of July 6 - July 10.

Uxbridge: Our Lady of the
Valley Regional School the
week of June 22 - June 26.

Regional program sponsors
include Johnson Controls
Foundation and Overdeck
Family Foundation.

A program of the National

Inventors Hall of Fame® in
partnership  with  the
United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Camp
Invention challenges chil-
dren in grades K-6 to tap
into their natural curiosity
and use their creativity to
solve problems. Through
hands-on activities, Camp
Invention promotes STEM
learning; builds confidence,
leadership, perseverance
and resourcefulness; and
encourages entrepreneur-
ship - all in a fun and
engaging  environment.

Each year, the program fea-
tures new curricula inspired
by some of our nation’s

most world-changing inven-
tors - the National Inventors
Hall of Fame Inductees.
This year’s Spark program
encourages children to be
confident in their ideas
and explore their innova-
tiveness through hands-
on activities including:

Space Morphers™ : Kids
build a DIY rocket and
launch an epic mission to
transform a new planet’s
atmosphere, terrain and
ecosystem. After a high-en-
ergy Rover Race to col-
lect samples and data, they
grow dazzling crystal trees
and hatch a mysterious ani-

Lui
Age 14
Registration #8311

4+ Fridap's Child + 44
+ a4 I'T1AAY S LA P 4 4

Luis is an active, outgoing, and inquis-
itive young boy who brings energy and

enthusiasm to everything he does. He
loves spending time outdoors, whether
he’s riding his bike around the neigh-
borhood or showing off his competitive
spirit while playing soccer or basketball.
Luis enjoys staying active and thrives in
environments where he can move, play,
and challenge himself. When he’s not
outside, Luis likes to unwind by playing
video games, giving him a chance to re-

lax while still engaging his curiosity and problem-solving skills. He is also a
thoughtful and caring child who values his relationships—on his birthday, Luis
chose to use his own money to buy presents for his sister, showing just how
much he cares about the people in his life. With his lively personality, strong
sense of curiosity, and kind heart, Luis is a joyful and engaging child who
brings both fun and warmth wherever he goes.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21175660323

Can | Adopt?

ourtesy

In Camp Invention’s Make Waves experience, children ride the waves of entrepreneurship
and invention by creating prototypes, pitching their products and building a billboard boat.

mal egg in a Space Lab.

Make Waves™ : Campers
ride the waves of entrepre-
neurship and invention!
Inspired by a surfer’s jour-
ney, they create prototypes,
pitch their innovative prod-
ucts to hook investors and
build a billboard boat to set
sail and “make waves” in
the market.

Fur-ensics™ : Kids sharp-
en their animal detective
skills with Cap E. Bara and
a fleet of robotic capyba-
ras. They investigate a trail
of footprints, collect bits
of fluffy fur and examine
suspicious splatters before
forensically analyzing evi-
dence that has a surprising
twist.

The Infringers™ :
Campers use their inven-
tion superpowers to solve
challenges in their commu-

They miniaturize top-secret
innovations, safeguard their
designs using cryptogra-
phy and protect their intel-
lectual property from the
Infringers.

“I love that this camp lets
my kids step out of the
usual roles that they have
at home and in school, and
explore different parts of
themselves,” said the parent
of 2025 Camp Invention
campers. “At camp my son
learns to be more creative
and my daughter learns
to be more independent.”

All local Camp Invention
programs are facilitated and
taught by qualified educa-
tors who reside and teach
in the community. Camp
Invention serves 147,000
students every year and
partners with more than
2,600 schools and districts
across the nation. For more

information or to regis-
ter, visit invent.org/camp.

About Camp Invention
Camp Invention is the
only nationally recognized
summer program focused
on creativity, innovation,
real-world problem solving
and the spirit of invention.
Through hands-on pro-
gramming, Camp Invention
encourages children enter-
ing kindergarten through
sixth grade to explore sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics curric-
ula inspired by some of the
world’s greatest inventors.
Since 1990, our educa-
tion programs have served
more than 3.3 million chil-
dren, and 297,000 teach-
ers and Leadership Interns.
Regional program sponsors
include the United States
Patent and Trademark
Office.

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ r(;\\ (l;\\

Home Town Service,

Town-to-Town

774-200-7308

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS **

nity and around the world.

Summit campus,
QCC announce
three-week summer
college readiness program

WORCESTER — Summit Campus and Quinsigamond Community College’s Student
Accessibility Services today announced the Summer College Prep Program, a new collab-
orative summer program designed to help rising high school juniors and seniors develop
self-advocacy, strengthen academic skills and prepare for meaningful post-secondary
options.

The three-week summer self-exploration and college readiness program will provide
diverse learners with an immersive college
experience on QCC’s campus that includes
writing workshops and personal develop-
ment sessions. The program also offers
an optional dormitory living experience at
Summit Campus, called Summit Summer
Launch.

“I have always believed that students
with learning differences need an expe-
rience to show them what they may not
be able to envision on their own. This
program can impact a student’s vision of

Place your ad't

=D

cizz25 NOW HIRING!

RESTORATION MASONS and ENTRY LEVEL CONSTRUCTION LABORERS

Laborers starting at $22 per hour

Restoration masons starting pay based on experience
On the job training + Health insurance + Dental insurance
Paid time off + Sick time + 401k with company contributions
Merit based bonuses + Holiday bonuses
Company paid certifications

Company provided tools, equipment, and PPE

EXPLORE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION E H
AND IF INTERESTED SEE OUR “JOIN OUR TEAM” at www.gnazzo.com

— FOSTER WAR RELICS &
— PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
8 WANTED: WANTED:

A Seeking Quality WWiII & EARLIER
> Homes Throughout CASH WAITING!
g Central MA To Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,

Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Universal Tag Parking Lot,
36 Hall Road, Dudley

Early Birds (8am to 9am)  $10.00 per person fee 24/7 Support Flags’ Uzgorms’ ete.
9am until 3pm FREE Generous ;’f;eri e);]izrls
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY Reimbursement, Call David
Pick your items and Make an offer! $1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847.
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED! Bonus. I'LL COME TO YOU!

Grouped Items: Electronics Call For Detalls.
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture

- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-

- stereos, speakers, etc.

Devereux Therapeutic

wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, Foster Care.
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball

equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, (508)829-6769
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high

chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques cverecux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

. WE'RE HIRING!

YY Y
COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

TO APPLY EMAIL OR CALL US AT: LAUREN@BRTREESERVICEMA.COM 774-402-0106

their future immeasurably and create a
pathway to higher education that may not
have seemed possible,” said Nikki Koppel,
e director of Summit Campus. “This part-
» s &¥§ nership creates a supportive environment
) 2 : where students can grow academically and
personally while gaining real insight into
college life.”

« CDL DRIVERS

“Quinsigamond Community College is
+« GROUNDS PEOPLE

proud to partner with Summit Campus
to support students in our communi-
ty as they prepare for their educational
futures,” said Kristen Proctor, director of
Student Accessibility Services & Assistive

« CLIMBERS

Technology. “This program reflects our
commitment to expanding access to college
readiness opportunities and helping students
see themselves as future college scholars.”

All accepted students will attend ses-
sions on study strategies, time management,
college expectations, self-care and stress
management. The program will also offer a
variety of social events and excursions.

Huge yard/

garage sale
Furniture, jewelry,
linens, cookware, pic-
tures, clothes, books,
and some tools.

For Advertising
May 2nd and 3rd. Information
Sstarts at 9am. Call 774-200-7308
409 Dresser Hill Rd email:
mikaela@

Dudley, MA (rt. 31)
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REAL ESTATE

Y e pp—
{ S 23 6&
hope2o0wn.com >L 2 Southtnidge - 14 Sewant U §<
D 508.943.4333 R RS Featuned Listing! ~
Starnon Pelletien - Owaner Broboer “& Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac! 1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs,
Licensed in MA, CT & RI - = 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC & efficient propane heat. A comfort-
’ \ 2 able open space w/lots of natural light, private main BR w/California clos-
REAL ESTATE GROUP 5

VV = W a nt E ets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap accessible wide-door roll-in shower.
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 icti 1 Bl
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your Listi nref

Offers a half acre of land w/a great lawn, composite deck & shed, a backup
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

generator, recent siding, & a basement w/loads of potential. Convenient
location, close to I-84 & Sturbridge. List Price: $459,000

) Webstor Lake Waterfout .- Websten - 106 East Main St Featined Listing ~ Thew To Market!
?: 22 Uuion Pt ( ﬁi (Re 12) Welder ~ 55 State g =
Sm ‘Z‘m&vz Wd&; O pen Fouse Commencial Oppodtunity! :

§ May 2, Sat 112 gav

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att'd garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus

May 3, Sun. 11-1

1,000 sf +/- finished lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-

Let’s Talk places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
Webster Lake 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, $525,000
Real Estate! Webster - 24 (ooper R
Waterfront Lake Snug ew @owﬁma‘wa Craftsman Style liome
Harbor Villa End Unit! .

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 2 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
**  sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
~ w/slider. Central AC, garage

Most Luxurious &
Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished
condo residence that will i -
provide an exceptional wa-  Gorner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200
terfront lifestyle! Offers an  SF (75x80) Commercial Building, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.
expansive 4600 sf+/ featur-  Economical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its close proxim-
ing 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3ffP|CS &more, all designed for relaxation & conven- ity to Successful National Franchised Businesses generates Significant

ience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell. Commerce at this Location. Convenient Access.

1AL ft. Open kltchen/dmmglllvmg

List Price: $1,050,000. List Price: $ 615,000 $649,900.00
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugqg
Y sting!! 2@
(J) We&z‘m Jﬂée' Watenpront -464?'4”7 £ () | Wik Lake = 502 %?M waty paieDSter Lake Waterfront 31 Bayview!!
>{ y, 0&& 7m Pamz' H# 0 Pm@u‘e 26{ L §<\ "t lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 2

O Astounding  Panoramic  Views  across
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun
drenched from early morning sunrise till
sunset! View the lake from all windows.
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW

w/cathedral ceilings + wall of
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms,
2nd Full bath. Lower level
family room w/walkout to
M water. Wraparound deck, new
4 vinyl railings, terraced yard, L, e R
sandy beach, professional  panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+

0il Heat! Central Air. Garage.  $ 900,000. St SR sl | landscaping. Many Updates Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
- o $775,000  Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

- Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
] CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 7 ACRES LOT!!
Buyer Incenties Available

*New 2400 sq. ft. Colonial *Quality Hardwood Floors
*2.5 Baths * Central Air * 2 Car Garage

*Rough Plumbing for a 3rd Bath

* Quartz Counter-8’ Center Island

*1st Floor Office *Farmers Porch
Overlooking Natural Wooded Setting
T * Agent Incentives

= * Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

126/128 Old Southbridge Rd $700’s

“QORCESTER . Jo-Ann Szymczak
' \ “1 Let’s Talk Real Estate
) May 9th «11am
g ! Booklovers Gourmet,
| £ ] Webster
‘, | FREE CLASS-
”;% g Real Estate Title 5 * Staging
S e ﬁ ;5, *Solar *Home Inspections
*3 BR*1 Acre Lot i\ i *Contracts
*Potential for Family Room *1.5 Baths *Homes for Heroes Program
* New Roof, 200 amp Electric, * Attached Multi-Level *Landlord Tenant Info
New Driveway “2 BR*100+ sq. ft Registrations Sugggested
17 Gray Rd $399,000 28-A Chilmark $319,000 Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

o Ny VN

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438

NEW CLIENT COORDINATOR
Meet Deb Listewnik from Oxford.
We woud love to chat with you about

the Real Estate Market
508-847-0872

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

callenl995@co| com Deb will be joining me at M:"‘I';',l“:(l’:::':ﬁ:&rf&':ﬁ:::nbﬁ";‘;n
"Let's Talk Abut Real Estate” on May 9 « 11am SERVICE

M i :
RE/MAX @ || S g at the Booklovers Gourmet L ronsmponvo
' CRS, GRI, SRES # ; ReMax Vision , g ERAHALLOFFAME [, g
RE/MAX Professional Associates

508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = — - —
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS NI Y Xl 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Buying or Selling a home?

COntaCt Mikaela T()day e iuj ‘:“JJ Al ﬂl’dﬂ . Evety move is a new
? wil ‘ |-l 73) you' | begltnn:ng! Let me help you
G Ot S pa Ce u 774-200-7308 Find the home made for you. navigate the path through

Let us work with you to find your dream home. your next journey...

.
. Lisa Caron Real Estate Bob Berk REALTOR
m lkaela 42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 Cell : 508-341-8299 Rella Vi
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner V\leorcz:te;sl\‘ﬂo An
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, N 508-367-9226
° 0 S.R§, SRES, PSA MRP, E:PRO, C2EX bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

Call for a free market analysis!

B |MLS | &

stonebridgepress.news i st ennss

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com
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Workshopl3 welcomes renowned tribute artists
back to Grand Hall

WARE — Workshop13 is excited to welcome The Super
Group back to their Grand Hall for another unforgettable
performance. This event takes place at 13 Church St., Ware,
on Saturday, May 2. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and the per-
formance begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 online at www.
workshop13.org and $30 at the door.

Moose, Michael, Scotty, Billy, and CJ of the heralded
Eagles tribute band 7 Bridges Rd. join forces with the
acclaimed Neil Diamond tribute artist Charlie Lask to form
The Super Group. 7 Bridges Rd. is known for their four-part |
harmony and Charlie Lask has entertained thousands over
a 15-year career. The evening will feature the music of the
Eagles and Neil Diamond along with songs from Crosby
Stills Nash and Young, Dire Straits, Gordon Lightfoot, and |
many more for a night to remember. i

About Workshop13

Workshop13 is a dynamic center where arts, culture, and
community converge—expanding access to the arts and
nurturing creativity and self-expression in our rural region.
For more information, visit workshop13.org, or call 413-
277-6072.

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTER

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560

11" Hangm Baskets

2 for $42

or $24.99 ea.

P.E.O. Chapters R and AA
join forces to revive beloved
“Chocolate Sunday” fundraiser

CHARLTON — After a hiatus of
several years, a cherished local tra-
dition is making a decadent return.
Sheila Ansley of PE.O. Chapter R
recently announced that the orga-
nization’s signature “Chocolate
Sunday” is officially back on the
calendar, thanks to a dynamic new
partnership with Chapter AA.

The fundraiser—an afternoon
dedicated to sampling gourmet
chocolate treats, coffee, and tea—
was previously sidelined due to the
intensive labor required for a single
small group to manage. However,
after Chapter R reached out to

LAKESIDE

4/24 Jonny Taylor
4/25 Missy’s Music Mix
5/1 Ryan Hood
5/8 Tim Kay

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

Fheir sisters
CASUAL WATERFRONT N Chaﬁfé
308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY | 1wo  groups

agreed to a
joint venture.

BINGO By splitting
EVERY the workload,
THURSDAY | the chapters
have found

7709

a sustainable

WEEKLY SPEGIAI. way to bring
Check out our $19.99 the - sweet-
ness back to
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Three-Gourse Meal Deals Charlton.
11 - CLOSE Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us o
Fa‘c;book

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

M—

TEMPUR-PEDIC

D

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL" « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

STEARNS
& FOSTER

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5PM

W e Sl 11 -
Where Everyone Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

Event details

Date: Sunday, May 17

Time: 2 p.m.

Location: The Performing Arts
Center at The Overlook, Charlton

Mission: All proceeds support
the P.E.O. Sisterhood’s mission of
providing life-changing education-
al opportunities and scholarships
for women.

Contacts: Sheila Ansley 508-
434-2649 or Elizabeth Pacek 508-
829-4504

A season of sisterhood: Chapter
R’s Active Winter

The revival of Chocolate Sunday
comes on the heels of a busy winter
for Chapter R. Despite a string of
“historically biting” temperatures,
members remained dedicated to
their cultural and social calendar.

In December, members
braved one of the coldest nights
of the year to tour the “Winter
Reimagined” display at Tower Hill
Botanic Garden. While the air was
frigid, the spectacular light instal-
lations proved well worth the chill.

The momentum continued into
January with two standout events:

Musical excellence: Members
attended a moving organ con-
cert performed by Amanda Mole,
daughter of Jackie Mole. The per-
formance offered a warm, soaring
reprieve from the January frost.

Founders Day: The group
honored the PE.O. Sisterhood’s
1869 roots at the Founders Day
Program. Members «toughed out»
the New England cold to enjoy a
commemorative meal and program
honoring the seven women who
started the organization over 150
years ago.

Looking ahead to spring

As the frost thaws, Chapter R is
looking forward to milder weather
and continued community engage-
ment.

For over a century and a half,
the PE.O. Sisterhood has focused
on the intersection of friendship
and philanthropy. Through vari-
ous grants and STAR scholarships,
they continue to help women
reach their educational goals, one
“Chocolate Sunday” at a time.

SPRING IS HERE!

- LANDSGAPING STONE |

Purple ® Red  White |

Light Gray ¢ Dark Gray
Greige  Blue

¢ Construction Stone
¢ Title V Sand e Utility Sand
¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Pool Liner Sand |-,
¢ Chicken Goop Sand e Silt
e Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel
e Crushed Asphalt
¢ Grushed Concrete ¢ Gold Patch

F- SELF PicK-UP OR CALL ‘;‘
HOME OWNER
= TO SCHEDULE YOUR MLl ,

DELIVERY TODAY!

/5 8-885- 6100’.
508-885-2480])
r =

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _ g
.Jpondsandandgravel.com
po'g.sg dandgra el.com,

NO
MINIMUMS -

SEND US TOUR NEWS!!

news@ A



