252 Main Street
Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-8114

)

Oxford

Family Dentistry

Why patients choose us:
* Private practice with in-house membership plans for
those without dental insurance
¢ Digital impressions and same-day crowns
¢ Implants using state of the art technology for guided surgery
* Always accepting new patients

Scan to book an
appointment!

Free by request to residents of Webster, Dudley and the Oxfords

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS

©2025, Issue #30

Dr. Batlle and Dr. Oleynik are a
husband and wife team!

Friday, July 25, 2025

11-year-old publishes graphic novel with dad’s belp

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — What were you doing at age 11?

Most of us were likely playing and going to school.

Allen Oliver Jean-Paul certainly does those things.
But he also already had a book published in his name.

The St Joseph School student recently visited
Booklovers’ Gourmet to promote his graphic novel
“Xavier,” which he described as a science fiction tale
about a teenage superhero and friends who seek to
“protect the city at all costs” from “threats that are try-
ing to take over the world.” He said it took four months
to write, “drawing each day and getting greater at my
art skills.” Drawing began when he was age five, but
the first stories started emerging at age nine.

“I did this all by myself,” he said, noting he doesn’t
have a traditional art background.

But his school and everyday life fueled it: “If you're
in a classroom, you might want to look around and see
what’s happening ... and what you can do [with it] in
the future,” he said.

His father, who has the same name but spells it the
French way, Alain, said he contacted some publishers
before deciding to hire some assistance to publish it
himself.

Alain said he quickly found “there’s no business
with new authors” in many publishers’ eyes. Although
he also considered publishing through Amazon, he
rejected it in part because it has so many AI books
that “aren’t really made by people.” But he did publish
through another online firm, and went through the
process of copyrighting and so forth.

Noting he had no previous publishing background

Turn To ALLEN page A10 The author autographs a copy.

Dudley procures
state funds for

temporary
replacement of

Mill Race Bridge

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Mill Race Bridge in Dudley has
served as a source of frustration for town officials
and residents alike since its closed in 2019, but now
the bridge is one huge step closer to reopening with a
temporary fix thanks to recently procured state funds.

The Mill Race Bridge was closed originally closed
due to structural concerns and has since been com-
pletely torn down. For years the town has sought a
solution as the closure cut off a major connecting
point between Dudley and Webster adding significant
traffic to the Main Street area. The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation (MassDOT) had

Turn To BRIDGE page A10

Gus Steeves

Oxford selectmen thank
Prefontaine for 25 years of service

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT
OXFORD — Selectmen
rolled into the new fis-
cal year by honoring the
retirement of a veteran
firefighter/paramedic

July 8.
On July 3, Jessica
Prefontaine  conclud-

ed 25 years on the force
when she did her formal
“last walk-out” to end
her shift. Town Manager
Jen Callahan praised
her particularly for her
dedication to running
the department’s SAFE
education program and
thereby “leaving a lasting
impact on children and
seniors.”

Fire Chief Butch
McDonald said
Prefontaine was one of
the department’s original
part-timers to become
full-time, and is now the

first full-timer to retire.
Over the years, the
department has “received
many cards thanking her
for her service,” he said.

Callahan played a short
video of Prefontaine’s
walkout, in  which
Prefontaine said she’ll
miss “the camaraderie”
and “the community
that’s welcomed me and
allowed me to care for
them.”

After honoring her in
person, the board and
Town Clerk Michelle
Jenkins swore in her
replacement, Shrewsbury
resident Nick Bohigian,
who has been an EMT
for three years and just
finished paramedic train-

ing.
The board then
switched gears to

deal with fire’s oppo-
site — water. Aquarion

Vice President John
Walsh and Community
Relations Director
George Logan came
forward to announce
that Eversource is
selling Aquarion’s
Massachusetts and New
Hampshire branches to
Unitil Corp.

Walsh said the compa-
ny’s staff will remain the
same for at least the next
five years. Rates will also
not change, at least for
now.

Callahan said the sale’s
value is about $100 mil-
lion, including $30 mil-
lion in debt. She’d read
past cases indicating
Unitil plans to “recover
transaction costs ... [but]
only if they could show
savings.” How would the
firm communicate that
and how would it affect
rates, she asked.

Volunteers pitch in to clean up Webster

WEBSTER — The first
Webster Lake Cleanup,
organized by Linda Sopp
in collaboration with Keep
Massachusetts Beautiful,
took place on July 12. More
than 20 volunteers partici-
pated, working together
to clean Memorial Beach,
Gore Road, and several
coves and swamps around
the lake.

Twelve

volunteers,

including Girl Scout Troop
members led by Michelle
McLaughlin, focused
their efforts on Memorial
Beach. Another team,
led by Betsy and Dave
Kruger, collected more
than eight bags of trash
along Gore Road. Two
boats with about seven
volunteers removed more
than 700 pounds of debris

from the lake, including

artificial turf from South
Pond, a large abandoned
wharf near the Pt. Breeze
gas station, a deteriorat-
ing sunken wharf near
Little Island, and a 40-foot
irrigation hose in Maple
Cove. Additional volun-
teers cleaned other sec-
tions of the shoreline and
coves.

With this year’s success,
organizers Linda Sopp,

Betsy Kruger, and Robin
Jewell are now planning a
second annual cleanup. A
key aim for the group is to
establish a Webster chap-
ter of Keep Massachusetts
Beautiful, a nonprofit
dedicated to inspiring
community involvement
in cleanups and beauti-
fication projects, while
encouraging participation
from businesses and local

government leaders.
Special thanks go to
Webster Conservation
Commission members
Brian Anderson, Robin
Jewell (Vice Chair), and
Chair Richard Parent
for their involvement.
Appreciation is also
extended to Jay and the
team from JP Shoreline
Services, who donat-
ed their time and use

Walsh said he’s “not
familiar with a lot of
those financial details.”
But “if that ever hap-
pens, that’ll be a sepa-
rate proceeding with the
Department of Public
Utilities,” that typically
takes a year and involves
public hearings in both
Oxford and Boston.

“There will be definite-
ly no surprises there,” he
added.

Most of the rest of
the meeting involved
Callahan’s regular
report. She summarized
a few recently-received
grants — two for $10,000
for Community Center
operations and Senior
Center lunches, plus one
for $20,775 for bike and
pedestrian upgrades. She
said she hopes the be able

Turn To PREFONTAINE

Lake

of a work boat, as well
as to Conservation
Commission Agent Joey
Wigglesworth for his
advice and support.

Linda Sopp said, “We're
all looking forward to next
year’s cleanup, bigger and
better, and we encourage
everyone to help keep the
lake clean.”
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Webster Conservation Commission bhonors Fred Bock
with Community Environmental Leadership Award

WEBSTER — The
Webster Conservation
Commission is proud to
announce the launch of
its annual Community
Environmental
Leadership Awards pro-
gram, which recognizes
individuals or groups
who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the
protection and preserva-
tion of Webster’s natural

resources.

This year, the
Commission is honored
to recognize former
Commissioner Fred Bock
for his exceptional ser-
vice and steadfast dedi-
cation to environmental
stewardship. After seven
years of service on the
Commission, Bock is
being celebrated for his
leadership, commitment,

and lasting impact on the
conservation of Webster’s
wetlands.

During his tenure, Mr.
Bock played a pivotal role
in safeguarding the eco-
logical integrity of the
town’s wetlands, ensur-
ing that development
projects adhered to the
Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act and local
conservation policies. His

collaborative approach
helped balance responsi-
ble land use with the pro-
tection of sensitive habi-
tats, waterways, and open
spaces.

“I'have a sincere respect
and admiration for Fred,”
said Joey Wigglesworth,
Conservation Agent.
“He has been a strong
advocate for our town’s
environment, including

brooks, ponds, streams,
a river, and our crown
jewel, Webster Lake. Fred
always brought a calm
demeanor, deep knowl-
edge, passion, and a col-
laborative spirit that has
left a lasting impression
on his fellow commission-
ers, our community, and
most importantly, our nat-
ural landscape.”

Rich Parent, Chair of

School Commuttee considers policy changes

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — The Dudley-
Charlton Regional School Committee is
examining policy updates regarding fund-
raising and student admissions for non-resi-
dents which are expected to be finalized later

this year.

Five separate policies were examined by
the school committee on July 10 that could
replace or alter existing language or are com-
pletely brand new to the district. The first
three policies are an update to student fund-
raising rules and facilities use as well as a

of items like yearbooks and rings might

involve third parties at times but are orga-
nized and initiated by the schools rather than
a third-party commercial retailer.

All three of these policies will now be pre-
sented for public input and were to be subject
to the district’s Policy Subcommittee during

LOWEST PRIGES » FULL SERVIGE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...
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most major
credit cards

CLUES DOWN

CLUES ACROSS

1. Pacific standard time 34, Silk garments

4. Extracts through heating and 36, Unique power
melting 37. Ray Liotta cop film

10. Express delight 39. Leak slowly through

11. More curvy 40. Notion

12. Expression of uncertainty 41. Atomic #55

14. Indicates before 42. Fixed in one place

15. Daughter of Hera and Zeus 48. About heat

16. Southwestern CA city 50. Type of baseball pitch

18. Unified 51. Seedless raisin

22, Less attractive 52. Large wading birds

23. Base of jellies 53. Similar

24. A large and noisy party 54, Time zone

26. He was traded for Luka 55. Atomic #34

27. Wolverine genus 56. Program

28. “Happy Days™ actress Moran 58, Old world, new

30. Root of taro plant 59. Contrary belief

31. Student environmental 60. *To the __ degree”
group (abbr.)

1. Plain-woven fabric 25. Parcels of land

2. Classed 29. Anger

3. Suppositions 31. Irritations

4. Midway between south 32. Hindu holy man

and west 33. Wicker basket for fish

5. Tropical American trees 35. Natural object

6. Leveled 38. Transporting in a vehicle
7. Published false statement 41. A dog is one

8. Adolescent 43. Smaller portion

9. Junior’s father 44, Sew

12. Aurochs 45. Belonging to a thing

13. Not low 46. Horsley and Greenwood are two
17. Boxing’s GOAT 47. Scottish language

19. Short musical composition 49, Producer
20. Small immature herrings 56. Exclamation of surprise
21. Eavesdropper 57. Russian river

PUZZLE SOLUTION

new document pertaining to public solicita-

tions in schools. The remain-
ing two policies are updates
to the school admissions
residency restrictions and a
new policy in advance of the
district’s potential move to
allow foreign exchange stu-
dents to pay to attend local
schools.

The policy changes regard-
ingstudentfundraisingclean
up some language and incor-
porate the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education’s
requirements into the doc-
uments. The updates also
make clear that the district
doesn’t support door-to-door
fundraising, breaks down
different types of fundrais-
ing that would be conducted
in the schools, and clarifies
the application process and
supervision requirements
among other changes.

Another update to the pol-
icy regarding facilities use
adds nonprofit and charita-
ble organization terminolo-
gy and requiring proper lia-
bility insurance where appli-
cable among other small
adjustments. The brand-new
policy in the mix involves
public solicitation in schools
relating to limitations the
school committee would
place on commercial activ-
ity from companies such as
Coca-Cola or Amazon.

The School Committee
shared some concerns if
these changes or additions
would impact organizations
like the PTO or solicita-
tions for yearbook and class
ring sales. Superintendent
Steven Lamarche confirmed
that the organizations are
their own entity and are not
governed by the limits of
the district concerning fund-
raising and that the sales

a meeting on July 23. They are expected to
be addressed by the full School Committee as
early as the next meeting in August.

The remaining two policies involve the
future of out-of-district student admissions
in Dudley and Charlton. One policy simply
sought for clear up some language within the
school admissions residency, specifically cre-
ating consistency in cutoff times for residen-
cy changes and clarifying details and limits
for non-tuition exchange students. However,

the Webster Conservation
Commission, added,
“Fred’s leadership in
conditioning hundreds
of projects, his insight-
ful contributions to con-
servation policies, and
his direct mentorship of
me during Conservation
Commission activities
exemplify his profound
and lasting impact on
Webster’s environmental
stewardship.”

In recognition of his
service, Mr. Bock will
receive a special certifi-
cate of appreciation, and
his name will be added
to a perpetual plaque dis-
playedinthe Conservation
Commission office at
Town Hall—an endur-
ing tribute on the com-
munity’s Environmental
Leadership “Wall of
Fame.”

The Commission and
Bock’s fellow members
extend their heartfelt
thanks for his years of
volunteerism and envi-
ronmental leadership,
which have helped ensure
that future generations
can continue to enjoy the
beauty and biodiversity

a second brand new policy expands on the
exchange student discussion by implement-

ing proposing a general docu-
ment for “Admission of Foreign
Exchange Students” with the
expectation that the district
could soon be approved to
accept foreign students who are
willing to pay to attend Dudley
and Charlton schools.

Superintendent Steven
Lamarche gave insight into
where the district stands in that
process.

“[Shepherd Hill Regional
High School] Principal Darren
Elwell had gone through a
very extensive process with
Homeland Security to have stu-
dents who may want to pay to
come here and have our school
approved. So, we may at some
point in time have tuition based
foreign exchange students
coming to our district as well,”
Lamarche said.

The new policy, which totals
half a page, solidifies the dis-
trict’s support for increased
educational opportunities
including participation in an
International Exchange Student
Program and while it does spec-
ify that tuition won’t be charged
“whenever possible,” it makes
clear that students will be asked
to pay accordingly if a fee is
deemed necessary.

These policies will also
be available for public input
and examined by the Policy
Subcommittee before the
School Committee’s August
meeting.
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ARTHRITIS?
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of Webster’s natural envi-
ronment.

REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$550,000, 19 Zabelle Ave, Earley,
Joseph F, and Earley, Amy L, to
Lawson, Frank, and Djan, Ekua B.

$525,000, 39 Loring St, Beauregard
Irt, and Beauregard, Mark R, to
Derobbio, Steven, and Derobbio,
Elizabeth.

$475,000, 62 Rockland Rd, Rostom,
Roni, to Enriquez, Erick G.

$467,000, 4 Murray Ave, Derobbio,
Elizabeth, and Derobbio, Steven, to
Rector, Christi, and Rector, Michael.

$250,000, 18 Carroll St, Carroll,
Maureen M, and Carroll, John J, to
4j Real Estate Group LLC.

$55,000, 31 Reithel St, Belles,
Donald M, to Schoonmaker, Linda A,
and Mccabe, Susan C.

DUDLEY

$750,000, 166 Klondike Rd,
Mackenzie, Jennifer D, to Siegmund,
Darlene A.

OXFORD

$722,000, 12 History Dr, Cor Group
LLC, to Hink, Paul L, and Gleason-
Hink, Kimberly K.

$515,000, 13 Carey Ln, Karlowicz,
Jessica M, to Rodriguez, Jordan, and
Nelson, Breanne.

$450,000, 17 Sherwood Dr, Earle
4th, Edmund T, to Cote, Daniel, and
Cote, Madison.

WEBSTER

$500,000, 64 Union Point Rd, Zicaro
Lake 002 LLC, to Simonelli, Joseph.

$450,000, 25 Black Point Rd, Kimani,
Polly W, to Wellington, Victor A.

$410,000, 1 W Hollow Ln, Morris,
Dorothy, to Awad, Mahmoud A, and
Awad, Abdul R.

$50,000, 13 Overlook Ave, Didonato,
Gayle, to Nptc-Network Professional.

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DupLEY TowN HALL (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices),
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00
AM-12:00 PM.

DuDLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week
DupLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday............ccoe.oeen... 6a.m.to6 p.m.

OxrorD Town HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues., Thurs......... 9a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday .............coeervvrennene 9a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday ..o 9a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OxroRD PoLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911
OxroRD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TowN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..........coeevvvneerrennerenn. 8am.to7pm.
Tuesday-Thursday . 8am.todpm.
Friday.......cooevvvevvvevennnnn. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday ..........cccoo...... 8am.to4pm.
Saturday.......oo.e.veeseerereenennes 8a.m.to12p.m.
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OXFORD — Drum roll
please! This summer’s
Movies on Main got off
to a late start, with our
first film delayed by rain.
But, on Tuesday, July
15, the Kane School of
Drums joined us in ush-
ering in the season with
an interactive drum cir-
cle before the showing of
Moana 2. Children were
allowed to play along to
the rhythms of the movie
soundtrack on Djembes
and hand drums while
waiting for the film to
start. The drum circle
was sponsored through
a grant from the Oxford
Cultural Council, a local
agency supported by the

Oxford Community Center
presents Movies on Main

Mass Cultural Council.

On Wednesday, July 16,
the fun continued with
friendship bracelet craft-
ing and a showing of
“Wicked.”

With generous fund-
ing provided by the
Cecelia J. Smolenski-
Millette Charitable
Trust, Janet Malser
Humanities Trust, and
Taft Charitable Trust, the
Community Center and
BDJ Entertainment will
present a family-friendly
movie each Wednesday
evening, weather-per-
mitting, with free mov-
ie-themed crafts before
the show. Popcorn, candy
and drinks are available

for purchase. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket,
some bug spray, and pre-
pare to enjoy the show!
Upcoming: July 23 -
The Unbreakable Boy —in
celebration of National
Disability Independence
Day, July 30 - IF, Aug.
6 — Dog Man, Aug. 13 -
The Minecraft Movie,
and Aug. 20 — Raya and
the Last Dragon. All
events are weather-per-
mitting. Rescheduled
dates, if needed, will be
announced on the Town
website and Facebook
pages and the electronic
signboard at Town Hall.

-

GRETTA

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION**

Good with Kids, Cats & Dogs!
Meet Gretta!

13 yr/21 Ib/Female/Terrier Mix
Meet Gretta! She’s a 13 year old,
21 Ib, Terrier mix. Gretta is a sweet

EANFEOT

LIFERESCUE
Enjoy He Day - Ran, Foteh, Plo\tj,l

PAW of the WEEK

WEBSTER SENIOR CENTER

5 Church St.

(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.
f2{0)

Senior Center hours are Monday-
Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with one Thursday
amonth 9 am.-7p.m.

Like the Webster Senior Center
Facebook page to view our photographs,
news and announcements. Please stop
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for
a complete list of activities, upcoming
events, and our monthly lunch menu.
You may also join our email list to view
our newsletter online. You do not have
to be a resident of Webster to partic-
ipate in our activities and programs.
ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays at 11:30 am. Please call (508)
949-3845 at least two business days in
advance to reserve or cancel your meal.
A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, and
$5 for 55- 64 is appreciated. All meals
include milk, bread, and fruit or des-
sert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, July
29: Beef chili, brown rice, mixed vege-
tables, fresh fruit. Wednesday, July 30:
Garlic brown sugar chicken, lemon sea-
soned potatoes, green beans, ambrosia.
Thursday, July 31: Ziti with meat sauce,
Roman blend vegetables, baked apples.
Friday, Aug. 1: Soup and sandwiches.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM
Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at least two
business days in advance to schedule
transportation. Elderbus is available
Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty
Salon at the Webster Senior Center!
Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment.
Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in
appointments on Wednesdays from 10:00
am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays by appointment only from
10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-
8724 to schedule an appointment.

We are now offering MOVIE

MATINEES every Wednesday at 1:00
pm! Popcorn is provided, no registra-

RANSMISS\O

[ransmissions
Foreign & Domestic

4WD & AWD
Front & Rear Wheel Drive
Differentials Brakes
Transfer Cases ~ Suspension
U-Joints Exhaust
Axle Shafts
Front End Work  Tune-Ups

-ransmission Specialists

508764:9400%
‘s\S Proudly Serving Our
Community for 23 years!

Oil Changes l ;--:.

tion is needed. The last movie in July
will be The Goodbye Girl on the 30th.

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with
Forty Arroyo are the perfect workout for
any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new
video class will be offered Thursday and
Friday mornings, free of charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts
promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to
arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy
your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not
sold after 12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our
weekly Cribbage group meets every
Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested
persons to the Webster Senior Center!
Come join us for six-card or thir-
teen-card pitch! Six-card pitch meets on
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. Thirteen-card
pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets every Friday
at 1:00 pm. Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players! Are you
looking to spend an afternoon playing
Bridge? We’re looking to get a group
together! If you’re interested, please
leave your name and number with the
front desk. Once we have enough sign-
ups, we’ll see what day works best for
everyone!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s
Office House Numbering Program will
create a custom wooden sign with your
house number free of charge. One sign
per senior household. Please contact
the Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-
3845. if you are interested in having a
house number sign made for you.

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do
a home visit to ensure that you have the
correct smoke and CO2 alarms, and that
they are working properly. This is at no
cost to you! All you have to do is give
them a call at (508) 949-3875.

405 E. Main St. (Rt.131)
Southbridge, MA

Transmission and

Engine Computer Scan
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Email Us
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girl who came to us recently after
the loss of her daddy. This friendly gal gets along well with
both cats & dogs and has so much love to give! Could Gretta
be the Pawfect match for you and your family?
Apply at PawfectLifeRescue.org

MILFORD
33/ FEDERAL

Ouwr Community. Your ‘Bank.

\O
o

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! ¢ ‘

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any
branch and bring home a treat from our
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA
508.234.8256 * 800.357.2265
MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

MARVIN

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Affordable™
Windows &

T oy
Doors comeany,inc. Twhe ni‘-':“'e“l't
s rougno
izl & New England
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 « SAT. 9-1 %

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292

Elevate Slider
Price Includes:

Ultrex Threshold

Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set
Low E Argon Gas
60x80 » 72x80

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
b Ends August 9th, 2025

BARGAIN BAY

Visit our
“;';EE&T,gﬁ“ ertsimsvencon, Y

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS August 9th, 2025
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The History of the Auburn Library, Part 7:
The Auburn Bookmobile

BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AUBURN — A book-
mobile is a library on
wheels. It allows the
library to expand its ser-
vice to people who, for
whatever reason, cannot
come to the stationery,
main library of the town,
or live in underserved
remote areas. The book-
mobile had many dif-
ferent looks throughout
the years, bicycles, horse
drawn wagons, trains,
boats, donkeys, horses
and mules, camels, ele-
phants, almost any ani-
mal that can carry sacks.
There have been compa-
nies who have created
traveling libraries such
as Harper & Brothers
who in 1839 published the
“The American School
Library.” There have also
been group advocates
for the traveling library
like the women’s clubs
which had a strong start
in the 1800s in Texas and
expanded to other states
throughout the country
by 1898. Eventually, the
primary promoter for

United States Women
Clubs.

In Auburn, the first
mention of the idea of a
bookmobile in the town
reports was in 1938. It
would have expanded the
delivery of books to the
Boyce Street, Pakachoag,
and West Auburn Schools
as well as service to some
of the outlying areas of
the town. The idea was
tabled due to the repairs
needed at the Merriam
Library from the hurri-
cane that year. The next
mention of a bookmobile
in the annual town report
was in 1942 along with
the suggestion of enlarg-
ing the library after the
war was over. It was too
costly to do anything like
that until then. Once the
war was over, Library
Trustees kept mention-
ing the need for the book-
mobile and in an article
in The Auburn News, the
benefits of a bookmobile
were touted over the cost
of anew library building.

A 1952 report stat-
ed that a 40-year-old,

erected when the town
had less than 2500 peo-
ple, and was done with
no cost to the town, is not
adequate to the needs of
the Auburn population.
Building a proper branch
library with the facilities
required was too costly, as
well as building a brand-
new library at an esti-
mated cost of $100,000.
Adding on to the present
library wasn’t cost effec-
tive, being in the $30,000-

$50,000 range.
The trustees recom-
mended taking steps

towards the purchase of
a bookmobile. It could
serve the community for
many years and expand
its service to schools in
other parts of the com-
munity, according to the
same news article. Some
of the advantages of the
bookmobile would be a
flexible service, and it
can be varied according
to the amount of funds,
the staff, and the books at
their disposal. It could fol-
low people to new devel-
opments and serve them
when the concentration
of homeowners and fami-

bookmobiles was the 30-by-40-foot building lies is sufficient. Services
can be increased

or decreased as

i the  occasions

Edwardjones) > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC warranted and

Job
change?

Whether retiring or
changing jobs, you'll
want to know your
retirement account
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
* Leave itin your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.

* Move it to your new employer’s 401(k) plan, if you’ve changed
employers and your new employer plan allows for it.

* Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).

« Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

can be utilized to
the advantage at
the main library
if necessary. A
bookmobile would
better serve the
schools and the
children. It can
make many more
books available,
and inventory
can be rotated to
other community
schools or com-

munity stops.
Lastly, the book-
mobile service

costs should be
little. It’'ll last for
five to 10 years.
The maintenance
overall cost could

best for you.

5 Albert St

508-832-5385

Auburn, MA 01501

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

easily be met by
the town if put
into the town bud-
get.

Finally, in 1954,
the town meet-
ing members
voted for the
purchase of the
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Alanna
Age 12

Massachusetts.

Registration # 6228

4 Fridap’s Child + +
+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+
Alanna is a bright, easygoing, and
adventurous young lady who enjoys
exploring new experiences. She is of-
ten described as a “great kid"—easy
to talk to, helpful, and kind-heart-
ed. Alanna loves staying active and
dreams of joining a gymnastics team
one day. Taking gymnastics lessons
is something she’s very excited about.
Creative and thoughtful, Alanna enjoys
arts and crafts, especially making ori-
gami. She also has a deep love for ba-
bies and often says she would babysit
for free just to be around them. Her

nurturing side really shines through
in moments like these. Alanna is also
an animal lover—though she’ll pass on

snakes, worms, and bees! One of her

favorite activities is visiting the library

Can | Adopt?

and picking out books to read, showing her curiosity and love for learning.

Alanna would thrive in a supportive, active, and loving family that encour-

ages her many interests and gives her space to grow and express herself.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/24476869950

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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vehicle with the help
of a donation from the
Phillips Foundation. The
Foundation was start-
ed after the death of
Albert M. Phillips who
died in 1919. Mr. Phillips
was a friend of Leander
Merriam and donated
the first encyclopedia set
the library had in 1923,
as well as its first type-
writer. As stated in a pre-
vious article, Mr. Phillip
left $10,000 in a trust fund
for the benefit of the peo-
ple of Auburn.

The bookmobile was
dedicated on Sunday,
Oct. 31, 1954. Through the
courtesy of the business-
men and towns people,
who gave permission for
the installation of electri-
cal outlets on their prop-
erty so the bookmobile
would have electricity,
the bookmobile made the
following stops in its first
year of service:

Mondays: Dooleys at
Auburn St. and Bryn
Mawr Ave., Freed Gas
Station, & Hall Square.
Tuesdays: Elbridge Rd.,
Warren Rd., Bryn Mawr
Ave., Phillips Market
Southbridge St., Appleton
Rd.

Wednesdays: Idlewood
St., Oakwood St, Red
Circle Store on Oxford
St., & Boyce St. Thursday:
Roger T Lee’s, 31 S St.
on alternate weeks
Pakachoag Community
Church 63 Hampton St.

Fridays: Wallace Ave.
at Rochdale St. Calverley
s Market, Summer St.
and Oxford St. The book-
mobile staff include
Miss Frances Adams, Mr.
Anthony Savulis, Mrs.
Albert Olson, and Mrs.
Lawrence Newton who
were librarians and driv-
ers. The bookmobile total
circulation was 32,143.

In 1960, after seven
years of service, 228,769
books had been circu-
lated. There were a few
issuesthat started toshow
up as the town contin-
ued to grow. The vehicle
was small and required
reloading often, the heat-
ing system was not ade-
quate on cold days, and it
didn’t have air condition-
ing for hot days. The need
for external electrical
outlets made it difficult
to expand to some areas
where the cost for install-
ing an outlet could run
anywhere from $20 to $50
depending on where the
bookmobile could park.

By 1963, the bookmo-
bile had almost ten years
of use on it. More than
303,299 books had been
borrowed from the neigh-
borhood locations, with
thousands more being
dropped off at schools
for classroom deposits.
Small repairs become
more frequent, causing
disruptions in service
to the town. In 1964 the
library trustees met
with various bookmobile
firms to put together a
proposal to present to the
town meeting members.
In June 1966, a new book-
mobile was delivered by
the Thomas F. Maroney
Company of Shrewsbury
for $15,000. It was a bigger
vehicle with better heat-
ing and air conditionings
system, and better light-
ing. Through the follow-
ing years the scheduling
was adjusted to meet the
demands of a still grow-
ing town. There were at
least 20 stops per week
and by 1971 there was a
stop at each elementa-
ry school during school
hours which supplement-
ed the growing library of
each school rather than
supplying each class-
room. These stops also

Trinity Semo of Dudley graduates
from Hofstra University

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Hofstra University student
Trinity Semo of Dudley graduated Summa Cum
Laude (GPA of 3.85 or higher) with a degree in Dance

Education on May 18, 2025.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles e Crocks Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
« Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches ¢ Typewriters «Sewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps  Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
« Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

allowed the kindergarten
classes the opportunity to
apply for a library card
and get a tour of the book-
mobile. There was one
mishap with the book-
mobile parking brake
that failed, and the vehi-
cle wound up in Auburn
Pond. Due to the quick
action of thelibrary staff,
only the back tires got
wet, no books. After eight
years of use, the book-
mobile had to have some
bodywork done and got a
new paint job. The sched-
ule was reduced to four
days, but with the same
number of stops. In 1978,
evening stops during the
summer were added.

As the years went on,
the population was more
mobile and the need for
a bookmobile was dimin-
ishing. By 1981, the book-
mobile didn’t stop at town
schools anymore and the
schedule was compressed
into two afternoons a
week. In 1982 the Trustees
voted to discontinue the
bookmobile citing the
repairs needed to keep
the 10-year-old vehicle
on the road, schools hav-
ing their own libraries
and Prop 2 %. The main
library was getting more
usage even when it closed
at 5:30 p.m. on Fridays.
The library staff did
step up with Helen Gray
delivering books to those
who were shut ins for at
least the following year
after the bookmobile was
permanently garaged.
For almost thirty years,
the bookmobile helped
to promote literature to
those who could not get to
the main library. It gave
adults and children some-
thing to look forward to
each week.

This article is made
possible by the Auburn
Historical Society &
Museum, 41 South St.
The museum is open
Tuesday and Saturday
mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., and may be reached
at auburnmuseum@@
verizon.net or 508-832-
6856, www.auburnhis-
toricalmuseum.org or
follow us on Facebook at
Auburn Historical.

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308
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stonebridge
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Yankee
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for Best New
England Cuisine!
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Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN

960 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

OPen Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sun&ag 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting  page for

Hexmark Tavern is OPen Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

See Our
Facebook

Tavern
Specials

www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 FKi
“No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place
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University of Tompa announces
Honors Dean’s List students

TAMPA, Fla.
University of Tampa has
honored 2,340 students who
were named to the dean’s
list for the Spring 2025
semester. Students must
maintain a GPA of 3.75 or
higher to be eligible for the
dean’s list.

Amanda Audette of
Webster earned dean’s list
honors as a Sophomore

in the Spring 2025 semes-
ter. Audette is majoring in
Marketing BS.

Cassidy Semo of Dudley
earned dean’s list honors as
a Freshman in the Spring
2025 semester. Semo is
majoring in Marketing BS.

The  University of
Tampa is a private, compre-
hensive university located
on 110 acres on the river-

front in downtown Tampa.
Known for academic excel-
lence, personal attention
and real-world experience
in its undergraduate and
graduate programs, the
University has about 200
programs of study and
serves approximately 11,450
students from 50 states and
most of the world’s coun-
tries.

UMass Amherst announces Spring Dean’s List

AMHERST — The
following students
were named to the

Spring 2025 Dean’s List
at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst.

Students are appoint-
ed to the Dean’s List at
the end of a semester in
which they have com-
pleted a minimum of 12
graded credits and have
earned a grade point aver-
age of 3.500 or better.

Auburn

Matthew Adams

Nishil Adina

Abdullah Ahmad

Shivani Allada

Samantha Anusauskas

Nathaniel Archambault

Sofia DiDonato

Reece Dupont

Savana Giurleo Shelly Condon
Patricia Howk Treyden Finlay
Lydia Kirkorian Colin Humphries
Shea Kobel Ola Jaroszewski
Tracy Le Jacob Luke
Thomas Lutz Isabella O’Brien
Thomas Maillet Leo Perry

Ryan Mechery Aml Rachid
Chloe Norwood Zachary Robinson
Eric Pietrewicz Demetria Teguis
Farreen Qadus Nicholas Veronis
EllaMargarete Sanchez Webster

Peyton Scopetski Rachel Bonney

Amanda Seifer
Samuel Soloperto
Jenna Stencel
Rachel Toth

Leah Wentworth
Adriana White
Dudley

Ethan Casey
Stephanie Chege
Nyla Clark

Felipe DeOliveira Sena
Caroline Doering
Robert Gatzke

Cassidy Jones

James Kokernak
Noalani Perez

Daria Piwowarczyk
Gabriela Piwowarczyk
Edison Rosario

OBITUARIES

Thomas D. Bolio, 62

DUDLEY - Thomas
D. Bolio, 62, of
Dudley-Oxford Road,
| died unexpectedly on
| Sunday, July 20, 2025,
- | at UMass Memorial

| Medical Center -
University Campus in
Worcester.

He is survived by
two sons, Thomas N. Bolio and his
wife Jacquelyn of Sturbridge, and
Nicholas F. Bolio and his wife Julie
of Marlborough; his partner, Maxine
A. Schmidt of Dudley; his mother,
Angela (Ferrante) Bolio of Oxford;
two brothers, Paul Bolio of Oxford,
and Jeffrey Bolio and his wife Lorna
of Oxford; a sister, Kim McDonald of
Oxford; a grandson, Westley A. Bolio of
Sturbridge; his former wife, Rosemarie
Conley of Dudley; and many nieces and
nephews.

He was born in Worcester, son of the
late Francis Bolio, was raised in Oxford
and lived most of his life in Dudley. He
graduated from Oxford High School in
1980.

Mr. Bolio worked at Cool Air
Creations in Smithfield, RI, for 12
years. Previously, he owned and oper-

ated Bolio Sporting Goods in Webster
for 33 years. He was a 3-sport ath-
lete for Oxford high school, playing
football, basketball, and baseball, and
remained active in sports throughout
his life. He was the former president
of South County Pop Warner Football
and coached several sports, including
his son Nick’s Pop Warner team when
they competed in the national champi-
onship.

Mr. Bolio loved to travel and especial-
ly loved cruises. He had a special place
in his heart for his dog, Jackson. He
will be remembered as a great father to
his sons, and an amazing son, brother,
uncle, and grandfather. He was a won-
derful man and always enjoyed a good
time with family and friends.

A funeral will be held on Friday, July
25, 2025, from Paradis-Givner Funeral
Home, 357 Main St., Oxford, followed by
a Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Roch’s Church,
332 Main St., Oxford. Burial will fol-
low at St. Roch’s Cemetery in Oxford.
Calling hours are Thursday, July 24,
2025, from 4-7 p.m. at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Save-A-Dog,
604 Boston Post Road, Sudbury, MA
01776.
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EDITORIAL

Make it a

summer of
no regrets

As the final days of summer approach,
we find ourselves standing at a cross-
roads. The days grow shorter, the eve-
nings cooler, and the carefree essence
of summer seems to slip away. It’s time
to seize the moment, to cherish every
opportunity, and to make August a sum-
mer of no regrets.

Living in the picturesque region of
New En- gland, we are fortunate to be
surrounded by a breathtaking land-
scape. From majestic mountains to
serene lakes, our backyard is a play-
ground of ad- ventures waiting to hap-
pen. The time has come to embark on
those road trips we have been postpon-
ing and explore the hidden gems that lie
within our reach.

Whether you’re an avid hiker or a
casual nature lover, our region’s moun-
tains offer an escape from the hustle
and bustle of everyday life. Take a day to
venture into the wilderness, breathe in
the crisp air, and marvel at the natural
wonders that lie be- fore you. The memo-
ries forged amid the towering pines and
breathtaking vistas will last a lifetime.

Equally enticing are the serene lakes
scattered across the area. Pack a picnic,
gather your loved ones, and head to the
waterside. Be it swimming, kayaking,
or simply basking in the sun’s warmth,
lakeside retreats provide a tranquil ref-
uge to unwind and savor the joys of
summer.

For those who seek a taste of city
life, why not take a drive to the vibrant
metropolises of Boston and Portland?
These urban centers share a rich cultur-
al heritage, bustling streets, and delec-
table culinary scenes. Lose yourself in
the museums, explore the historic land-
marks, and indulge in the local cuisine
—each moment a treasure to hold on to.

However, amid our grand adventures,
we must not forget the simple joys that
have brought us together year after year.
Backyard barbecues offer a nostalgic
charm that fills the air with laughter
and the scent of sizzling goodness.
Gather family and friends for a fun filled
evening, where the flames of the grill
light up not only the darkening skies
but also our hearts with warmth and
camaraderie.

And as the sun sets lower, take the
opportunity to relive the carefree days
of youth by playing hoops at the local
park. Feel the thrill of competition and
the joy of teamwork as you shoot hoops
and chase the ball. The courts become a
canvas for unforgettable moments and
lasting memories. Au- gust is our chance
to make amends for any missed opportu-
nities from earlier in the summer.

As we look back on this summer, we’ll
be filled with the contentment of know-
ing that we embraced the season whole-
heartedly. We laughed with abandon,
explored with wonder, and lived with joy.
When we bid farewell to August, we’ll do
so with hearts full of cherished memo-
ries, knowing that we made the most of
every fleeting moment.

So, unite in spirit and determination
to make August a summer of no regrets.
Whether we climb mountains, swim in
lakes, stroll through cities, or gather
in backyards, seize the remaining days
with gusto.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TiIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

Tips for a Great

It’'s the height of
mid-summer and the
heat is on - literally! The
recent heat wave and
intense summer heat
can take a toll on your
lawn. If you find your
grass is scorched and
stressed, read on. The
following golden rules of
watering, as well as a few
tried and true lawn tips can help revive
your lawn to make it lush once again!

*%

Golden Rules of Watering:

1. Water early in the day — before
10 a.m. is best. On days when temps are
expected to be higher than usual, water
before the dew dries. Watering at this
time allows time for the water to soak
into the ground, and keeps the lawn
cooler throughout the day.

Can’t water during the day? Early
evening between 6 and 8 p.m. is the next
best time. Avoid watering later at night
when the lawn doesn’t have enough
time to dry off. Keeping well-watered
lawns wet overnight can encourage fun-
gus.

2. Lawns need approximately one
inch of water per week (including
rain). In the hot days of summer, two
inches of water per week should be the
goal.

Not sure if you lawn is watered
enough? Try the simple screwdriver
test. Push a long screwdriver into the
soil. If it’s hydrated enough it should
go all the way down into the soil. If it is
resistant to push down, you likely need
to water.

* %
Read on for some trouble shooting lawn
tips, courtesy of Turf Masters Lawn
Care:

Overwatering and Underwatering:
Did you know that overwatering can
cause more damage to your lawn than
underwatering? Watering your lawn
every day or even every other day can
ruin your turf as the result of overwa-
tering. The soil underneath your grass
contains porous spaces containing oxy-
gen vital to plant growth. Daily water-
ing will push the air out of those spaces,
filling the pores with water. This can
cause the roots to suffocate and die. And
this can result in a shallow root system
and more susceptibility to weeds, dis-
ease and insect damage.

Signs that you are overwatering

*Development of thatch—A layer of
decomposed plant material that builds
up when overwatering prevents benefi-
cial soil bacteria.

esFungus—Thin or weak grass that
has a reddish-orange color could be a
sign of fungus from overwatering.

*Weeds—Overwatered lawns will
develop weeds that are harder to control
such as nutsedge and crabgrass.

eInsects—Too much water creates a
conducive habitat for pests. Damage
from armyworms, cutworms or other
insects could be the result of overwa-
tering.

On the other hand, if your lawn is
being underwatered, it can experience
drought damage, weeds and other symp-
toms.

Signs that you are underwatering

*Dry patches—If you notice your lawn
has developed patchy areas of straw col-
ored grass, this could be a result of too

Summertime
"ﬂ TAKE

Lauwn

little water.
*Visible footprints on
grass—If your turf is

THE not springing back up
HiNT when you step on it, this
—N could be a sign that the
KAREN grass blades are dehy-
drated.
TRAINOR

eSlowed growth—If
you notice you are not
having to mow as often,
your lawn’s growth may be stunted as a
result of too little water.

To help prevent drought damage in
cool-season grasses like Fescue, a pro-
fessional core aeration and seeding

treatment every fall is imperative.
*%

Here are some lawn mowing minders:

Experts say a common mowing mis-
take is cutting your grass too short, par-
ticular for cool season grasses. Higher
heights usually provide for a deeper
root system, looks better, and is less
likely to have weeds invading, particu-
larly crabgrass.

%%

Lawn pros advise adjusting your
blade so that you never remove any
more than one third of the grass leaf at
any one cutting. By doing so, you can
safely leave clippings that will quickly
decompose and add valuable nutrients
back into the soil.

*%

The direction you mow your lawn is
also important. For best results, your
lawn in a different direction with each
mowing... Altering the direction gives
you an even cut and will prevent your
grass growing in a set pattern.

*%

To ensure a good cut, make sure your
lawn mower blade is sharp, which may
translate into sharpening it at least
three times during mowing season.

%%

Want to up your odds of a lush
lawn? Try mowing during the moon
phases. Here’s how: If you want your
lawn to grow, mow it during new or first
quarter moon. If you want your lawn to
grow more slowly, mow it during a full
or last quarter moon.

*%

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner
for two at the historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply
send in a hint to be entered into a
random drawing. One winner per
month (or whenever enough submis-
sions are received) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner for two at the
renowned restaurant, located on Route
131 across the town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm in the business
of dispensing tips, not inventing them
(although I can take credit for some),
I'm counting on you readers out there to
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy
tip that has worked for you? Do you have
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge,
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a draw-
ing for dinner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why the Dudley Conservation Land Trust is so important

To the Editor:

Let’s face it, land conservationists are
not all that common. What drives us?
Why do we do what we do? For many
readers I will be stating the obvious, but
for some others this explanation may be
instructive.

It may be helpful to start by consid-
ering what would happen if all unpro-
tected land was developed. That’s called
“total build out,” and can be observed in
many towns in eastern Massachusetts.
Left unchecked, it is conceivable that in
many areas all available land would be
developed. We, in the land conservation
movement, believe that would be unfor-
tunate. The reasons we in land conser-
vation want to preserve some land in
its natural state are many and varied,
but some of the more common ones are:
preservation of wildlife habitat, protec-
tion of natural resources, appreciation
of the aesthetic value of the natural
world, and protection of a certain qual-
ity of life that is only available with the
availability of natural open space.

Most people, even if they are not
avowed land conservationists, share
some or most of these of these con-
cerns, yet there is no local government
entity responsible for overseeing and
insuring a balance between develop-

ment and open space. Theoretically, and
in some communities, conservation
commissions take a more active roll
in procuring open space, but I suspect
our situation in Dudley is more typical.
The Conservation Commission, being a
volunteer board charged with wetlands
protection and permitting for develop-
ment, devotes little time or effort to this
aspect of their purview.

The Planning Board too gives some
consideration to these matters, but pro-
tection of open space has not been a pri-
ority for this board for some time. While
an Open Space Residential Development
bylaw is in place, my observations have
been that when the letter of the bylaw
is applied, little quality open space
is left for community use. To be fair,
the Conservation Commission and
Planning Board have been supportive
of some of our projects, but generally
speaking, these town boards that might
have a role to play in assuring some
open space is preserved, have demon-
strated a clear bias in favor of develop-
ment, at the expense of natural places.

On a state level, the Department of
Fish and Game is active in purchasing
property for public use. Typically they
pursue large tracts that are contigu-
ous to their existing properties, which

Turn To LETTER page A7

You have an

estate plan —

whether you
know it or not

FINANCIAL
Focus

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

Think estate planning is only for the
wealthy or elderly? Think again. If you
own anything — a home, a car, a savings
account, even a pet — you already have
an estate plan. The only question is:
Did you create it, or will your state do
it for you?

When someone passes away without
an estate plan, state laws take over,
deciding who gets what and when. This
legal process may not reflect your wish-
es. That’s why taking control of your
assets through a personal estate plan
should be a top priority.

At its core, estate planning is about
clarifying your wishes and making
things easier for your heirs. It ensures
your assets are distributed according to
your preferences, designates who will
make decisions on your behalf if you
can’t and provides guidance for your
care in a medical crisis. Most plans
include four key components:

A will - This document outlines how
your assets should be distributed after
your death and names an executor to
oversee the process in probate court.
It can also designate guardians for
minor children. Keep in mind that a
will doesn’t cover everything — certain
transfer on death (TOD) accounts and
jointly held property may bypass your
will entirely:

Power of Attorney — If you become
incapacitated, you’ll want someone you
trust to be able to make decisions on
your behalf. A durable power of attor-
ney designates such a person, helping
to ensure your bills are paid, your busi-
ness continues (if you have one) and
your wishes are honored.

Health Care Directive — Sometimes
called a living will, this document spells
out your preferences for medical treat-
ment if you're unable to speak for your-
self. It can also designate someone to
make health care decisions for you.

Beneficiary designations — Accounts
like 401(k)s, IRAs, and life insurance
policies transfer directly to the people
you name, regardless of what your will
says. It’s essential to review these bene-
ficiary designations regularly, especial-
ly after significant life events such as
marriage, divorce, death of a spouse or
the birth of a child.

One common myth is that a will is all
you need. But wills only take effect after
death; they don’t help if you’re alive
but unable to make decisions. Another
misconception is that estate planning is
only for the wealthy. In truth, planning
is about more than money — it’s about
making things easier for the people you
love during difficult times.

An effective estate plan can prevent
costly legal battles, reduce confusion,
and give your loved ones a clear road-
map to follow. It also allows you to leave
a legacy that reflects your values and
priorities.

As your life changes, your estate plan
should change along with it. Review
your documents every few years or after
major life events. It’s often a good idea
to seek help with such reviews. Your
financial advisor or attorney can guide
you through the process, ensuring your
plan fits your unique circumstances.

In the end, estate planning isn’t just
about planning for what happens when
you are gone. It’s about feeling confi-
dent, knowing that what matters most
— your family, your purpose, your lega-
cy — is protected.

Edward Jones, its employees, and
financial advisors cannot provide tax
or legal advice. You should consult your
attorney or qualified tax advisor regard-
ing your situation.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.
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In my next column,
I'll discuss number 1 on
our top 10 list. It’s been
well over a month since
I shared the latest auc-
tion news, so I'll bring
you up to date on that
today. A book from the
early 1600s and a
handbag from the
1980s are two of
the things that
recently made

Latest auction news

and singer Jane Birkin in
1984. The Hermes Birkin
bag became a symbol of
luxury and status. The
first Birkin bag orig-
inally owned by Jane
Birkin that was “scuffed,
scratched and stained”
recently sold
for $7 million
($8.2 million),
according to
CNN.

auction news. An antique

Galileo Galilei’s toy also recent-
first book from ly brought good
1604, “Dialogo in results at auc-
perpuositio de tion. The circa
la stella nuova” 1904 Marklin
recently sold at ANTIQUES Ferris Wheel
auction in the > was manufac-
United Kingdom. (COLLECTIBLES tured by the
The book dis- German com-
cussed a “new & ESTATES pany Marklin,
star,” which was ¢ ¢ ¢ « ¢« ¢ « « known for their
very controversial WAYNE TUISKULA Precision model
when the heavens trains. The
were considered Ferris Wheel
perfect and unchanging, retained “its six origi-

according to the Antique
Trader. Only eleven other
editions are known to
exist, and all are owned
by institutions. It brought
£1,129,000 ($1,535,400 U.S.).

Moving ahead late into
the 20th century, Hermes
designed and created a
handbag for the late actor

nal gondolas, attractive
stained glass, and orig-
inal figures,” according
to WJW TV in Cleveland,
Ohio. It went for $156,000.

Moving later in the
20th century, the 1941 film
“Citizen Kane” is consid-
ered one of the best films
ever made. The film was

LETTER

continued from page Al

would have precluded
Dudley. Fortunately, as a
result of DCLT initiating
the Slater Woods project,
Fish and Game partnered
with us and holds the con-
servation restriction on
that property.

So we have established
that little local govern-
mental energy or resourc-
es are directed to land
conservation. So should
we conclude that the gov-
ernment doesn’t support
it or think it is important?
Hardly! Let me point out
some of the very strong
and positive assistance
we receive from the state
and federal government.
Recognizing the impor-
tance of land conserva-
tion for the health of soci-
ety, the state and federal
government have estab-
lished a number of mech-
anisms to encourage and
promote conservation
work. Most fundamental-
ly is our legal corporate
501c3 status as a private
non-profit  charitable
organization. As such,
like non-profit schools,
churches and humanitar-
ian charitable organiza-
tions, we are exempt from
paying taxes. This is cru-
cial, for as a non-profit,
we exist on a bear bones
budget supported primar-
ily by membership fees,
donations, and grants.
State grants in particu-
lar have been vital to our
projects in some cases
providing one half of the
funding. State and federal
tax incentives also help
encourage land conserva-
tion. On the state level,
there are tax credits avail-
able for people who donate
parcels with approved
conservation value to
conservation organiza-

tions like us. On a feder-
al level, contributions to
legitimate conservation
organizations are illegi-
ble for tax deductions for
charitable contributions.

These laws, grants,
advantages and incen-
tives provide strong sup-
port for land conserva-
tion by organizations like
the Dudley Conservation
Land Trust. We, the
DCLT, are the tool that the
government enables to do
this work. The responsi-
bility is ours. The work is
rewarding and essential.

I recently saw a CNN
report on countries with
the happiest people.
Denmark was determined
to be number one. There
is a high value placed on
open space in Denmark,
with Copenhagen having
a law that requires that
all residence be able to
walk to a park within fif-
teen minutes.

My personal idea of
the appropriate balance
between developed land
and open space might
be tilted in favor of open
space more than the aver-
age person, but that is not
the point, if you believe
there should be a balance
at all, then the DCLT is
worthy of your support,
because no other entity
is looking out for those
interests in this area.
When lands are developed
they will never be natural
open spaces again. They
are lost forever. Without
land conservationists
doing our work, it is
likely that eventually all
remaining unprotected
lands will be developed.
That is why the DCLT is
so important.

MARK SMITH
DCLT MEMBER
DUDLEY

hailed both for its plot and
cinematography. It used
a film technique known
as deep focus where the
foreground, background,
and middle are all in
sharp focus. Low angled
filming and innovative
lighting also contribut-
ed to the film’s acclaim.

Orson Welles directed
and acted in the film
about a newspaper mag-
nate Charles Foster Kane,
who resembled William
Randolph Hearst. Kane’s
dying word “Rosebud”
was the name of his
childhood sled. It was “a
nostalgic callback to the

Cym

Through a ably.
branch of study
called cymatics, [OSTVELY  The sound didn’t
scientists discov-  SPEAKING just move matter. It
ered something is organized, formed
astonishing: Sound TOBY by frequency alone.
doesn’t just move MOORE
air—it shapes Mat: c—— Jenny called this
ter. phenomenon “visi-

ble music.”

This field emerged in
the 18th century with the
work of German physi-
cist Ernst Chladni, often
regarded as the father of
acoustics. In his experi-
ments, he took a metal
plate, sprinkled it with
fine sand, and ran a violin
bow along the edge. The
vibration caused the sand
to shift and form sym-
metrical patterns—mow
called Chladni figures.
It was the first glimpse
of invisible vibration
becoming a visible design.

In the 1960s, Dr. Hans
Jenny, a Swiss medical
doctor and scientist, gave
this field its name: cymat-
ics, from the Greek kyma,
meaning “wave.”

Using tones played
through a tonoscope,
Jenny discovered that dif-
ferent frequencies consis-
tently produced specific
shapes: low frequencies
tended to create simple
shapes—circles, trian-
gles, and lines. But as the
pitch increased, the pat-
terns became more intri-
cate. Hexagons appeared.
Then mandalas. Even
flower-like lattices began
to take form. At certain
exact pitches, symbols
long considered spiritual
or mathematical would
emerge—not by chance,
but repeatedly, predict-

SEND US YOUR NEWS

You can see an exper-
iment online where
a woman sings, “Una
Donna a Quindici Anni,”
into a tonoscope and a
perfectly symmetrical
seven-pointed star is
created—not  generat-
ed by a machine, but by
resonance. Sung—with
breath, with intention,
with the human voice.

This idea—that sound
can shape the unseen—
was not foreign to the
ancients. The Vikings had
a word for it: Galdr.

Galdr wasn’t just melo-
dy—it was spoken inten-
tion, sharpened into
sound. It was the inten-
tional chanting of runes.
Warriors, seers, and sha-
mans would speak or
sing these runes aloud,
believing they could influ-
ence the forces of nature,
shield themselves in bat-
tle, or open gateways to
hidden knowledge.

Each rune had a sound,
and each sound had
power. To chant a rune
was to call a pattern into
being, much like the sev-
en-pointed star rising
from the sand on the tono-
scope.

Galdr was the under-
standing that the human

days before wealth and
power ultimately ruined
the mogul’s life,” accord-
ing to Parade Magazine.
It was anything but tough
sledding at a recent auc-
tion when one of the orig-
inal sleds showcased in
the film sold for $14.75
million, making it the
second highest price paid
for a Hollywood prop. As
I mentioned in a previous
column, a pair of Judy
Garland’s ruby red slip-
pers from the “Wizard of
0z” set a record when it
sold for $32.5 million in
December.

We are still working
on multiple online auc-
tions including a Civil
War auction, Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia auc-

atics

voice—charged with
intent—was not passive.
It was a tool for shaping.

In early Chinese tra-
dition, the philosopher
Confucius taught that the
key to harmony in the
kingdom was to “rectify
names”—to speak words
that accurately reflected
truth and order. If names
became distorted, if lan-
guage no longer matched
reality, society would
unravel. Disorder in
words meant disorder in
the world.

And this idea? It’s not
foreign to Christian tra-
dition.

The Apostle James
called the tongue “a small
part of the body, but it’s
like a spark that can set
a whole forest ablaze.
The tongue, he warned,
carries disproportionate
power.

Paul compared it to a
rudder on a ship—tiny,
yet able to steer the entire
vessel. In other words,
your words guide your
direction.

But the most striking
example comes from the
prophet Isaiah.

In a vision, Isaiah finds
himself in the throne
room of the Almighty. He
sees the Lord, high and
exalted, surrounded by
seraphim.

It is a scene of perfect
glory. But Isaiah doesn’t
feel worthy to join in.
He falls to his knees and
cries,

m

tion and a Pennsylvania
transportation museum.
Other auctions will have
gold jewelry, sterling sil-
ver, art, and advertising
signs, along with a wide
variety of other items.
We are always accepting
valuable pieces and col-
lections for upcoming
sales. Please visit our
website https://central-
massauctions.com for
links to upcoming events.
Contact us to consign
items or for auction
information at: Wayne
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

“Woe is me! For I am a
man of unclean lips...”

He doesn’t say, I am
unclean because of what
I’ve done.

He says, I am unclean
because of what I've said.

In that moment, a ser-
aph flies to him with a
burning coal, taken from
the altar. And touches
Isaiah’s mouth. In this
divine encounter, it’s not
Isaiah’s actions that are
purified—it’s his speech.

It all seems to point in
one direction:
What we say has power.

Today, in the field of
modern psychology,
we’ve rediscovered the
same truth. The language
we use—especially the
words we speak about
ourselves—shapes our
perception, our emotions,
even our identity.

Say “I'm worthless”
enough times, and it
becomes more than a
thought—it becomes a
worldview.

Say “I'm loved. I'm here
for a reason.” You carry
yourself differently, with
a spring in your step.
You begin to live into the
shape of the words you’ve
spoken.

Just as sand arranges
itself under sound, your
life begins to align with
your language.

Your words do not van-
ish. They echo. Speak
with care, for what you
say becomes a reality.

Email Us Q i

news@stonebridgepress.news
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PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

50-75..

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

eER

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MR Tanks Filled
(125 — $5.70 300-500...000v000e $2.55
$

150-300.....000n $2. 75 Drop off Tanks.... $3 00

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 7/21/25 was 52.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

to 80%

Driver
Discretion
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The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

MASTER

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

JEWELERS™ ElziE

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages

CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA .com

Flnd Us on Socual Medla l'i@

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!
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LEGALS

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
25 SM 002150
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
James D. Callahan a/k/a James
Callahan
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation as Trustee for Freddie Mac
Seasoned Credit Risk Transfer Trust,
Series 2019-1
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property
in Auburn, numbered 3 Arrowhead
Avenue, given by James D. Callahan
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Mackinac Savings Bank, dated
November 18, 2005, and recorded at
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 37836,
Page 75, and now held by the plaintiff
by assignment, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before September 1,
2025 or you may lose the opportunity
to challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with the
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on July 16, 2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
July 25, 2025

TOWN OF DUDLEY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
71 WEST MAIN STREET,
DUDLEY MA 01571

Please take notice that:

Norman Boilard

Has applied to the Zoning Board of
Appeals to vary the terms of the Zoning
By-Laws Section: 2.03.02 Density
Regulations

Location: 21 Intervale Road

In the following respect: Special Permit
for Chickens

The Public Hearing will be held on
Thursday August 7, 2025 @ 7:00pm
at the Town Hall room 321A, at which
time you may be hard relative to this
Public Hearing.

Please contact Amanda Jacobson at
508-949-8012 or building@dudleyma.
gov to attend the meeting.

George Slingo, Chairman Zoning
Board of Appeals

July 18, 2025

July 25, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Joanne M. Nealley a/k/a
Joanne Nealley, Mark R. Nealley to
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., dated
April 11, 2013 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 52388,
Page 238, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present holder, by
assignment from:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. to
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC, recorded
on March 30, 2015, in Book No. 53528,
at Page 123
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC to Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc., recorded on
August 5, 2024, in Book No. 70853, at
Page 139
for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 1:00 PM on August 25,
2025, on the mortgaged premises
located at 6 Henry Road, Webster,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Real property in the City of WEBSTER,
County of WORCESTER, State of
Massachusetts, described as follows:
The land with the buildings there-
on situated on the easterly side of
Henry Road, Webster, MA and shown
as Parcel B on Plan recorded with
Worcester District Registry of Deeds,
Plan Book 515, Plan 6 and further
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point on the souther-
ly side of tract herein conveyed on the
easterly side of Henry Road; THENCE
N. 9° 10’ 40” W. by Henry Road, a
distance of 125.60 feet; THENCE by
Henry Road, on a curve having a radi-
us of 40.00 a distance of 27 .59 feet;
THENCE N. 47° 08’ 20” E. a distance

of 51.65 feet; THENCE S. 43° 30’ 40”
E. by Parcel A a distance of 102.78
feet; THENCE S. 46° 28 20" W. a
distance of 149.53 fed to the point of
beginning. The above described prem-
ises are subject to a twelve (12) foot
right of way as shown on said Plan.
Being shown as Parcel B on Plan enti-
tled “Plan of Land in Webster, Mass.
Surveyed for Edward J. Horniak et ux,
dated June 21, 1982, Robert F. Para,
Land Surveyor”

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 22019, Page 189.

These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are in
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Five Thousand ($5,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser
for recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING,
INC.

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

27046

July 25, 2025

August 1, 2025

August 8, 2025

COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

DOCKET NO. 25 SM 002132

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Richard T. Dumouchel, Jr.

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Webster Bank, N.A.

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Dudley, numbered 55 Brandon Road,
given by Richard T. Dumouchel, Jr. to
Webster Bank, National Association,
dated August 19, 2004, and record-
ed in Worcester County (Southern
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
34444, Page 110, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant's/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
9/1/2025 or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 7/15/2025
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
July 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P2317PM.
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OF OTHER
PROTECTIVE ORDER PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
In the matter of:
WAYNE G MOULTON
Of: AUBURN, MA
RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
Glenn A Moulton of Webster, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging

that Wayne G Moulton is in need of a
Conservator or other protective order
and requesting that
Glenn A Moulton of Webster, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Conservative to serve With-
out Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled,
that a protective order or appointment
of a Conservator is necessary and that
the proposed conservator is appropri-
ate. The petition is on file withe this
court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00
A.M. on the return date of 08/04/2025.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you object to
the petition. If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing
the written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 07, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
July 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WP25P0800EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Maria Econome
Date of Death:June 9, 2024
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner
Lynn E. Econome of Framingham
MA
A Will has been admitted to informal
Probate.
Lynn E. Econome of Framingham
MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate
to serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
July 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2336EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Richard P. Conley
Also Known as Richard Conley
Date of Death: May 24, 2025
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Kevin Conley of Port Char-
lotte, FL
Petitioner Michael Conley of Topsfield
MA
A will has been admitted to informal
probate.
Kevin Conley of Port Charlotte, FL
Michael Conley of Topsfield MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate
to serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-

setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

July 24, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W023P1202EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
REMOVAL
Estate of:
Sophie Kozaczka
Also known as: Sofia Kozackzka
Date of Death: 12/18/2022
To all interested persons:
(Person to be Protected/Minor)
A petition has been filed by
Michelle A. Kelly of Sutton, MA
requesting that Chris S. Kozaczka of
Sutton, MA be removed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate.
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court.You have the right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a timely ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
the proceeding. If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance and objection followed
by an Affidavit of Objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return date action
may be taken without further notice to
you. WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 07, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
July 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2238EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Marjorie G Smith
Date of Death: 02/02/2025
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Robin E Hicks of Webster
MA
Robin E Hicks of Webster MA has been
informally appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve with-
out surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
July 24, 2025

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news
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GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wednesday 9
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 am.-5 p.m.

The Library is closed on Saturdays
through the summer

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

Want to receive updates about
our upcoming events? Sign up for email
alerts by visiting our website or con-
tacting our Adult Services Librarian
Jessica Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.
org

Adult Programming

Yoga — Tuesdays at 6:00pm

Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E.
Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class
for all levels. A typical class involves
centering the mind with the breath,
aromatherapy, movement of the body to
release energetic blockages, and, finally,
rest and relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of the Gladys E.
Kelly Public Library.

Yoga Nidr — Wednesday Mornings at
8:15am
Join Adult Services Librarian
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidr practice
to start your day on Wednesdays. Jess
will guide participants through a few
simple yoga asanas to release physical
tension. Participants will then settle
into a reclined position for a guided
relaxation (yoga nidr ). If you have your
own yoga mat, please bring it and be
sure to dress in comfortable clothing.
This program takes place before the
library officially opens. Registration is
required and Jess will meet you at the
program door.

Library for All — First Two Mondays;
Last Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga or
Craft)

This program includes one
chair yoga class and one craft project
that will be held on first two Mondays
and the last two Fridays of the month.
Either join Jess for a one-hour relax-
ing Chair Yoga class or join us for our
craft program. Check the online cal-
endar to see which event is scheduled.
No experience necessary. This program
is for teens and adults of all abilities
and their caregivers. Please call ahead
if special accommodations or require-
ments are needed.

Genre Book Group: Nonfiction -
Thursday, July 24th at 6:00pm

Join Adult Services Librarian

Jess for our Genre Book Group. Each

month we’ll read a different genre.

July’s genre is nonfiction. We’ll be read-

ing the Small and the Mighty: Twelve

Unsung Americans who Changed the
Course of History, from the Founding to
the Civil Rights Movement by Sharon
McMahon. Copies are always available
at the circulation desk.

Adult Book Group - Monday, July
28th at 6:30pm
Join the Adult Book Group this
month for Lula Dean’s Little Library of
Banned Books by Kirsten Miller. Copies
are always available at the circulation
desk.

E for All: Smart Goals Workshop —
Monday, July 28th at 6:00pm
Join E for All for a SMART
goals workshop in Spanish. SMART
goals help you work more efficiently
and get more done with your time!

Trivia Palooza 2 — Tuesday, July 29th
at 6:00pm
Join Evan and Jess for General
Knowledge Trivia. Assemble your team
(up to 5 people) and put your thinking
caps on! Registration is required. The
winning team gets a prize!

Crafts with  Kate: Creative
Correspondence — Thursday, July 31st
at 6:30pm

In this class from Creative
Bug, Kate and your video instructor
will guide you through making unique
postcards, addressing envelopes decora-
tively, and trying out wax seals. Kate’s
enthusiasm for written correspondence
will leave you inspired and you’ll go
home with at least one unique piece of
mail. This program is for adults and
teens. Registration is required.

Programming for All Ages

Puzz Fest — Thursday, July 24th at
6:00pm

Assemble your team (up to 5

people!) and join us in the Community
Room to see which team can complete
their puzzle first. We’ll have snacks to
keep you fueled as you tackle your 500
piece jigsaw. All teams will get to keep
their puzzle.

Children’s
Programming
Summer Eats — Mondays — Thursdays,
July 9th-August 14th from 12:00-1:00pm
A totally free-of-charge pro-
gram that provides free meals to all
kids and teens, ages 18 and under, at
locations all across Massachusetts
during the summer months. Held on
the Library Lawn. All kids and teens eat
for free.

and Young Adult

Maker Mondays — Mondays from 3:30-
4:30 PM
Feeling artistic? We will have a vari-

ety of craft materials available to put
your creativity to the test!

Toddler Playtime-- Tuesdays at 10:00
AM
Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get
their wiggles out with weekly obstacle
course and fun.

Mini Block Party — Tuesdays from
3:30-5:00PM
Play with magnets, wooden
blocks, and Legos.

Kim the LEGO Lady — Tuesdays at
4pm
Do you love building, creating,
and having fun with LEGO? Look no
further! Kim the Lego Lady is here and
we want YOU to be part of our LEGO
CLUB adventure. Join us for interac-
tive building challenges, new skills and
create fabulous imaginative builds. For
Ages 5-11.

Friendship Bracelets — Wednesdays
at 11AM
Grab your bestie and come
make beaded bracelets in the children’s
program room. This is a self-guided pro-
gram, all materials are provided. Ages 8
and up.

Nintendo Switch for Tweens and
Teens — Thursdays, 2-4pm
Teens and tweens are invited to
play games on our Nintendo Switch.

Outdoor Messy Play — Thursdays,
3:30-4:30pm
Outdoor Messy Play is back!
We supply the messy materials for your
children to play with, along with a hose
for washing off outside afterwards!
This program is extremely messy,
please dress in something you don’t
mind getting dirty or stained.

Play-doh Storytime — Fridays at 10AM
Join Youth Services Librarian
Andrew for stories, play-doh, and fun!
This storytime is geared toward ages 2
to 5, but siblings are welcome.

Beginner Origami-Fridays at 3:45PM
Are you interested in making
origami, but you don’t know where to
start? You can start here. And if you do
know how to make some origami, feel
free to come make some as well. For
kids of all ages.

Wiggles and Giggles for Littles —
Wednesday, July 30th at 10:00am

Come sing, dance, and make

music with Lainey Hanlon! For Ages
6-23 months and their caregivers.

Wiggles and Giggles — Wednesday,
July 30th at 10:30am
Children ages 2-5, with a par-
ent/caregiver, will sing, move, play
musical instruments, learn rhythm and

LEGALS

listen to stories with music teacher,
Laine Hanlon.

Pop Up Art School: Minecraft
Bobbleheads — Monday, July 28th at
3:00pm

Calling all young crafters and
Minecraft fans! Sculpt your very own
Minecraft-inspired bobblehead charac-
ters using air-dry clay. Create a separate
head and body so your character’s head
can swivel! Finish off your piece with
acrylic paint before taking it home. For
ages 8 to 12. Registration is required.

Laser Tag for Teens — Monday, July
28th at 6:00pm
Up to 20 participants ages 12-18
may take part in an outdoor laser tag
match. Sneakers and shoes are required.
No flip flops. As a lot of running is
required, participants with conditions
such as asthma must have proper medi-
cation at all times.

Zozo’s Balloon Twisting Workshop —
Tuesday, July 29th at 3:00pm
Join Zozo the Clown on July
29th for a fun and interactive balloon
twisting workshop! This hands-on ses-
sion is a perfect introduction to the
basics of balloon sculpture for kids ages
8 and up. Participants will learn how to
make a dog, a sword, and a flower, and
take home their very own balloon cre-
ations!

NAlGiickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING

| FOR SALE
« Listing price: $550,000

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 « Building size: 9,536 SF
- Large Executive Offices with Elegant - Lot size: 13,939 SF
« Loading docks: (1) tailgate height

Finishes and High Ceilings
« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas « Basement: partial | Unfinished

JAMES GLICKMAN
Principal  Vice Presiden

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
Docket Number: 25 SM 002096
ORDER OF NOTICE

To: Aurore Gounetenzi Kakomale
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Webster, numbered 55 Old
Worcester Road, given by Aurore
Gounetenzi Kakomale to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee for MSA
Mortgage, LLC, dated October 20,
2023, and recorded at Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 69793, Page 54, and
now held by the plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or
before August 25, 2025 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the grounds of noncom-
pliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on July 14, 2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
July25, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 177  Gore
Webster, MA 01570
By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by John B. Oliveira
and Lillian Oliveira to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee for

Road,

Envoy Mortgage, LTD, and now held
by Nationstar Mortgage LLC, said
mortgage dated March 6, 2020 and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 62003, Page 233, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Envoy
Mortgage, LTD, its successors and
assigns to Flagstar Bank, N.A. by
assignment dated September 20, 2024
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 71061, Page 177; said
mortgage was assigned from Flagstar
Bank, N.A. to Nationstar Mortgage
LLC by assignment dated March 13,
2025 and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 71773, Page 151;
for breach of the conditions in said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public
Auction on August 21, 2025 at 3:00
PM Local Time upon the premises, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Webster, situated on Gore
Road, Webster, MA shown as Lot 2,
on a “Plan of land in Webster owned
by John D. Casey Date: September
3, 1996, Scale 1"=50", B.C. Survey &
Engineering, which plan is recorded
with the Worcester County Registry of
Deeds in Plan Book 709 Plan 2, and
to which plan reference may be made
for a more particular description of
said lot.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated March 2, 2020 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
62003, Page 230.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within

thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced

at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701

July 18, 2025

July 25, 2025

August 1, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2495EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Lawrence A. Basile
Date of Death: 06/14/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Sidnei
Alves of Boston MA and Adam Se-
gel of Boston MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Sidnei Alves of Boston MA and
Adam Segel of Boston MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,

action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 17, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

July 25, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0366CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Autumn Marie Dube
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Autumn Marie Dube of East Douglas
MA requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:
Autumn Marie Champagne
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 08/12/2025. This is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 09, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
July 25, 2025
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ALLEN

continued from page Al

(he’s a doctor) but
“learn[s] fast,” he said
he doesn’t yet know if
he’d be willing to publish
other authors.

Alain said the book’s
heroes and his publish-
ing firm have the same
name — Team of 7: Seven
kids in the story and his
four family members
plus “God, Jesus and the
Holy Spirit” for publish-
ing.

Not surprisingly, Allen
described his inspiration
as “When I was a little
kid, I used to watch a lot
of cartoons. ... I wanted
to challenge myself and
see if I could better my

art and my creativity.”

“I actually put maybe
70 percent of my life in
it,” Allen later said.

As he was writing it,
he said he tried to focus
on “how to make the end-
ing make sense and more
complete, like a simula-
tion.”

They’re already work-
ing on a second book in
which Xavier deals with
being betrayed by his
twin, but it’s set before
this one, chronologically.
Alain said he’s hoping
to publish it a year after
Xavier was published (in
June), while also seeking
TV time, community con-
nections, Youtube, and
other promotional oppor-
tunities.

“This is a very ambi-

The Booklovers’ Gourmet audience was quite supportive of young Allen Oliver Jean-Paul’s

debut graphic novel “Xavier.”

tious Alain
added.
Allen said he hasn’t

yet tried to write textual

project,”

novels, although he occa-
sionally has had ideas for
some. But when he reads
books for fun, he makes

a point of reading them
twice, and Alain said he’s
encouraging Allen to
read such books, too.

Audience members
were enthusiastic about
Allen’s effort, with one
noting, “You’ve done so
much of substance” at
age 11. Another noted
“We can all do amazing
things no matter what
our age is.”

A third observed the
book is largely aimed at
young people, but some-
times shows more mature
themes.

Alain was particularly
encouraged by the fact
most of the store’s audi-
ence were older people.

“It’s beautiful seeing
your generation support-
ing him,” he said.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

BRIDGE

continued from page Al

offered a temporary ACROW bridge
to the town, but Dudley lacked the
resources to fund the installation. On
July 14, the Dudley Board of Selectmen
welcomed State Representatives John
Marsi and Joe McKenna, along with
Sen. Ryan Fattman, who revealed that
they successfully championed an allo-
cation from the state that will cover
costs associated with the installation
of the temporary bridge and will soon
allow traffic to resume while Dudley
works through the Mass. Department of
Transporation process to fund a perma-
nent replacement.

The project has been a major pri-
ority for Marsi since his days on the
Dudley Board of Selectmen having seen
the bridge close and heard the frus-
trations from citizens as both a state
and local lawmaker. The project has
remained one of his main focuses in
Boston which led him to work collabo-
ratively with McKenna and Fattman to
procure money through the state’s Fair
Share Amendment, designed to fund
education and transporation projects in
the state.

“We know the pain that it’s caused a
lot of people — We filed an amendment
to get our ‘fair share,” and we were suc-
cessful in securing some money,” Marsi
told selectmen.

The lawmakers successfully lobbied
for $600,000 to be allocated to install the
temporary ACROW bridge which was
made official by the Governor’s signa-
ture in June.

Fattman, whose district includes both
Dudley and Webster, complimented Rep.
Marsi’s tenacity and called it a collab-
orative effort between many different
departments to secure the funds.

“We were all able to get the Town of
Dudley, the Town of Webster, Mass DOT,
and the legislative delegation togeth-
er to have a conversation and secure
enough money to complete the project
and get this bridge back open,” Fattman
said.

McKenna, whose district includes
Webster, explained that while the proj-
ect is mostly focused on Dudley, there
was a mutual benefit to help champion
the initiative to assist traffic concerns
and bring back the convenience of the
bridge for Webster commuters as well.

“It really is a connecting bridge. It
runs directly to the town border with
Webster. We've all traveled this bridge
many times. We have a personal under-
standing of the impact that this bridge
has on east-west traffic to avoid conges-
tion on Main Street,” McKenna added.
“I certainly believe there should be a
rightful partnership with the Town of
Webster if and when the next step is
necessary.”

Looking at the long-term solution,
Town Administrator Jonathan Ruda
confirmed during the July 14 meeting
that the town successfully added both
the Mill Race Bridge and an adjacent
bridge in Webster to the MASS DOT’s
federally funded TIP (Transporation

Town-to-Town
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Improvement Program) sheet, but it
will likely take several years to work
towards installing and funding a new
permanent bridge. According to the
Town Administrator’s office, MassDOT
deemed the permanent bridge eligi-
ble for funding in January of 2023 and
approved an estimated cost of $6,235,000.
At the time, it was reported that state
and federal money would fund the $6.2
million project, while Dudley would be
responsible right-of-way acquisitions.

For now, Dudley is one step closer to
reopening the bridge and allowing traf-
fic to move once more. The estimated
$1.3 million installation of the ACROW
bridge will be covered by a combination
of the state allocated funds and Chapter
90 money, according to Ruda.

“The town is anxious to get the proj-
ect underway, and I am very grateful
to MassDOT for agreeing to donate
the temporary bridge and for having
worked so closely with our towns,”
Ruda said. “T'd like to thank Webster for
their ongoing support and advocacy for
the project and most of all, I'm person-
ally very grateful to Sen. Fattman and
Representatives Marsi and McKenna for
advocating for Dudley and Webster to
secure the key funding to get the project
moving. I look forward to working with
(Webster) Town Administrator Rick
LaFond and our legislative delegation
to make sure that this project remains
front and center on the state’s TIR.”

Dudley has contracted with engineers
at Tighe and Bond for the work who
will coordinate with MassDOT to pro-
cure the temporary bridge and reopen
the roadway. The Town Administrator’s
office could not provide a precise time-
line for the installation.

PREFONTAINE

continued from page Al

to connect the later to an
upcoming Trails grant
for a larger project.

She also noted the
town’s receipt of its fifth

award, its ongoing fis-
cal audit, work on the
Community Center’s LED
and weatherization proj-
ect, and progress on the
school renovation work at
Barton and Chaffee. For
more fun stuff, she men-
tioned Movies on Main

(Wednesdays 7-10 p.m.)
and concerts on the com-
mon (Sundays 3-5 p.m.).
Both schedules are on the
Web site.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
-200-730

distinguished budget

Reduce maintenance and boost
your garden enjoyment

Every gardener has personal reasons
for gardening whether it be the hope
that their garden brings joy, productivity,
beauty, or peace throughout the growing
season. Embrace what makes you happy
as you tend, view, and enjoy every aspect
of your garden.

Weather, busy schedules, and life in
general can interfere with the best laid
plans for any garden and landscape. Take
some time now to evaluate what is work-
ing so you can do more of that and decide
what needs changing in your garden
plantings, designs, and maintenance.

If you are feeling overwhelmed with
the maintenance but still want season-
al interest, consider filling garden beds
with shrubs. Look for low maintenance
varieties suited to your growing condi-
tions and climate. Select those with mul-
tiple seasons of beauty from flowers, foli-
age, fall color, and interesting form and
bark. Include some that provide birds
with food, shelter, and protection from
predators. You'll appreciate the beauty
and motion these winged visitors pro-
vide.

Consider using fewer species of
low-maintenance perennials and more
of each. You’ll have fewer plants to try
to identify as the garden comes to life in
spring and as you weed throughout the
growing season. Look for those that are
disease and insect-pest resistant, need
minimal or no deadheading and pruning,
and attract and support pollinators as
well as provide winter interest and food
for songbirds in the winter.

Then add season-long color with pock-
ets or containers of annuals. With fewer
to buy and maintain you may decide your
schedule and budget will allow you to
change them out as the seasons change.

Accept and embrace the beauty of a
less-than-perfect garden. Most visitors
won’t notice the imperfections unless you
point them out. Plus, faded flowers and
seed pods can provide unique texture and
food for songbirds.

Do minimal cleanup that is better
for the plants, pollinators and songbirds.
Do remove or cut back diseased and
insect-infested plant material as needed.
Leave fall leaves in the garden to serve
as mulch, a home for some beneficial
insects, and insulation for toads, queen
bumblebees, and others that overwinter
underground. Allow perennials to stand
for winter, increasing hardiness, provid-
ing homes for beneficial insects, food
for songbirds, and adding winter inter-
est. Leave some of these stems standing
throughout the upcoming growing sea-

Place your ad“‘ti:q '

- i |

A Pearl Crescent butterfly on a firefly petunia.

son to serve as homes for some of the
native bees.

Ask for or hire help if needed. As
much as you love gardening, securing
help for some of the larger tasks or those
that just aren’t getting done can help
boost your enjoyment. It can be hard to
find gardening help so you may need to
get creative. Consider sharing your gar-
dening space with someone who loves to
garden but lacks a garden. Barter your
knowledge and skills for help in your
garden. Or plan a round robin of fun and
gardening with a few friends. Take turns
visiting and tending each other’s gar-
dens. You’'ll enjoy the time spent together
in each other’s gardens as you tackle a
gardening task or two. Then top off the
visit with a favorite beverage and snack
or meal.

Don'’t let your list of unaccomplished
tasks or weeds stop you from enjoying
your garden and what you have accom-
plished. Relish every bloom, fresh toma-
to, or visiting bird or butterfly.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20
gardening books, including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything”
instant video series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine
and her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

= e D

99 North Street,
Southbridge

1st Floor
Saturday and Sunday
9 am to 2 pm

July 26th and
July 27th, 2025

Furniture
Living Room, Bedroom,
Knick knacks
Houseware
Yard tools
Miscellaneous items

Cash or Venmo

FOR SALE

*Eclipse Exerciser
Brand New
*Piano Keyboard
Brand New
Asking $300

For Both
Call 508-266-0178

Leave Message

Loft twin
bunk bed set

12 x 36
swimming pool,
like new

Call 774-635-9111

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER

Seeking Quality Homes
CASH WAITING!

Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

24/7 Support Over 40 years’
; letJJHBFOUS t experience.
eimbursemen i
: ) Call David
$1000 Sign-On- (508) 688-0847.
Bonus. Call For Details. I'LL COME TO YOU!
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Y

hope20wn.com

508.943.4333
Staron Pelletier - Owner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & RI
We Want
Your Listings! "

'll. =

,

5 |
L

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryax Pelleticr

WEBSTER - 24 COOPERRD )

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on CoongRJ<
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be- ‘
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private
Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage.$649,900.

_\ WEBSTER- 16 BLUEBERRY WAY (

Welcome to 16 Blueberry Wayl i

b TR Timeless Colonial will “Exceed” you
Expectations ~ Impeccably Maintained!
The Open Fir Plan! Quality Craftman-
ship starting w/ the Heart of the Home
~ ~The Kitchen! Quartz Counters, Island
& Lots of Natural Light! Living & Family
Rms are convenient for Large Gather-
ings! Fireplace! Sun Room w/Casa-
. blanca Fans. Enticing INGROUND SALT

WATER POOL $779,000

WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

elcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
¥ offering the perfect blend of mod-
§ ern amenities. Recently remodeled
open concept kitchen living room
& dining area featuring granite
* countertops, new flooring & recent
appliances. Updates include roof,
Cl windows, doors, Roth oil tank &
| Hot Water Heater (2021). New
r“hea’tlng system in 2023. This is
a “GEM” Possibility of a 4th bed-
room/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

o

;}1 VT
AT
03\1

.- PORTUNITY! OVER
31,000 SQ FT OF
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of
land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western

| Sunsets -
of Middle to North
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sg.
T Ft. Waterfront Lot!

(L \ Suuy Farborn Yillat )
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRQNT

II |||| 1‘

; A4} i _t__

A on il an¥Erin

B ; T ; Mg o=
N NN Dy i &..

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR-

BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertammg family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront Webster Lake Waterfront
] WEBSTER  LAKE 88 Union Point 8 Long Island
i WATERFRONT! i Excellent oppor- Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cottage, with
jUST SIMPLY AN tunity! Natural Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained,
INCREDIBLE OP | Western _ Facing oy 15
| Shoreline- Beautiful % BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Fioors!

& Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-
Around Screened Porch, Lg Outbuild-
ing w/Full Bath/Shower/Laundry &
Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr +
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Sea-

Views

son Water Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES!
WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER 11 PARK RD.

MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural
Gas. $510,000

(1) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

& Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Din- *
“9 ing Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm.
2 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ns-Corning finished basement system.

1640" direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61
Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial for up to 5 house lots! 119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive
Access to Land & Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recrea-

tional- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity! ~ $899,000

en area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Morton
Barn Style Garage .39 acre  $435,000

Webster Lake Watenjront Lots

Butes Point RA

In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ace
Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

GEDAR POINT RD

| 100+/- feet of Pris-

tine, Sandy Shoreline!
. Boasting 6 Large
— rooms, 2 Baths, 3

Nanatomqua $190,000

Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, ¢ fggﬂﬁ g X 3(')“/()'22 311“43?1 5% Sared Dot ?:nat Bedrooms, ~ Garage. 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SQLD!

on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable. | car garage. | e L T = All'on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

assisted sale $1,199,900 1 “$660,000 595,000 $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!
6 Second Street Brookfield - PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
B, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 =Y
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

T

DUDLEY- PRIVACY
ON 2 ACRES $799,900

5 . : . PRIVACY AND INVESTMENT

2 bed/2 bath mobile home in highly sought after Nanatomqua. Luxury vinyl plank floors, bed

& lfath ata eacl;ll(;ndf E(;?-lien l[:itcl%en{ :3ergsize?1 l?:in: l::()(:):n\(zlv/e?ectronil;ybli:()l,s l;:(;l bui;]t(f:lfs. 1:11 ON 7 ACRES INCLIIDES A

w windows throughout. Fu ly 2-3 Id. Park share $17,250 included in Iist price.
nMeonthl[;f l((])t :entr 2250 (i)ncludel;nvt:e(:',nsz,wer, )t’::z,omad maintonn and trl;csh .e . 'S.Vl\)/;;lee 5 ACRE BUILDABLE LOT
house generac generator, shed. Covered deck with handicap ramp. ($92 5 000)
)
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 128 01d Southbridge R
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday
_ _ WORCESTER HOPEDALE- BUNGALOW ESTER-
Lise Carom Reell Estafiz WORCESTER DALE BUNG WORCESTER
roker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO . COMING SOON

42 W. Vil Stirast, PO Bexddy/ MA 01563

(cell *Sided
Seardn Instant|y * Garage

*1st Floor Bedroom
* Newly Painted Interior
*3 Bedroom * 1.5 Bath " 1 Bedroom * ‘
© *{:) pml - baths * Perfect Condo Alternative Lake View
Ireplace * 940 sq. ft. *Three Season Porch
142 College St $395,000 54 Hill St $360,000 27 Whitla Drive

Malke ¢he move/t

Firnnd the bornres of yowur neighborbhood

Whatever Your Style,

Find it in the
Real Estate Section

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

collen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Reattors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When 2R Key Realt SZYMCZ AK SELLSV EXPERIENCE
Experience | 0} = sErvicne Y T - MATTERS!!!
Donna Flannery Realtor® Call fOI' a
B and 508-612-6771
. . Market
cOmmltment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com Anal sis
Mattel' Donnaflannery@erakey.net ; Y
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE T if Ypu flre
Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR NATIONAL ERA nmA;::’ :‘\:AEIICE FOR CUSTOMER DUDLEY WEB S.TER Agl_hlnls(lﬁ'g
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedroscik) 10 Tobin Drive 21 Raleigh Rd out Selling
— 508.612.1382 = SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME = Szymczak y $685,000 $445,000 Your Property
I//‘::?: R F;HAX\\I MESRealty.com ; ERAHALLOFFAME .., A CRS, GRI, SRES # ; ReMax Vision & B
\\? s /M oo . — 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 == =—M$
S ary@WillSellit.com 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS __Licensed in MA & CT|
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Shelter May Be
Reserved

Cnli‘l‘nil Free

(B77) 444-6777

www.recreallon.gov
A

CASUAL WATERFRONT Memb f the Quinebaug M ic Lodge, the Doric Chapt d their f. _I_C"”’tes;’
N embers of the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge, the Doric Chapter and their families, an
308‘) DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY friends. Next year’s cookout will be with the new Masonic Lodge, Major General Salem Towne

L ARESIDF LIVE MUSIC LINEUP  musIc | “*
7/18  Evan Couture BINGO

7/20 11 on THE OuTsIDE THE},IE:DYAY For every ending,

7/25  StePHEN GEORGE

7 To 9 [ ) [ ] [ ]
1/27 Jonny TavLor \
8n Kevin KvEIn thGI' 6 IS a IlGW b Cglnnlng
Check out our BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
0PEN1E?| Dl(\:YL% IS-\EWEEK N ew summ er M e“u QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, July 19, the upper parking lot of Westville Dam
recreational area in Southbridge was filled with cars from Masonic family mem-
bers from the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge and the Doric Chapter of Southbridge
for its summer cookout gathering. Both highly respected organizations have been
organizing this great family event since 1991.
There was a great turnout on this beautiful summer day for this gathering of
Masonic family and friends. All enjoyed the walking trails. The scenic beauty and
EAST BROOKFIELD outthe },, heauty of the Westville Dam area has been the go-to recreation area for our
774-449-8333 mew Fall/ .. fo the past 34 years. We must reserve the large pavilion area at least a year in
B08LAKESIDE.COM Winter advance. The children were running around laughing, and games were played by
ment young and old. Most pleasant of all were the tasty food and the comradery felt by all.
- For every ending, there’s a new beginning. On Oct. 4 of this year, the Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge and the Webster Masonic Lodge will be merging. Our new Masonic
Lodge name will be “Major General Salem Towne Lodge.” If you are interested and
would like more information about Freemasonry, go to www.massfreemasonary.org

Summer Clearance Sale! | —=~

0% Interest - for 1 Full Year

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 MAIN STREET | u i SR BN RS,
== WEms / [T i s

Find us on
Facebook

We are in the

process of selling
out some of our  EXERAGIITENTINE
current stock to
make room for

IS LIRUGEEEN < Occasional Pieces
Because of this, we

iy « Entertainment Centers

% Bedrooms

NE

< Recliners wmmFRONT

S8 SS N & w-'- M s

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3/ PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673

www.channelcottages.com
throughout the , ¢ 9
‘ 'g o Sealy Mattresses Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach
store! 1,2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens
Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will Private Beach / Docking

Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi
WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings
**Pets Welcome**

be taken on these items. Floor Sample Clearance items are
sold on a first come first serve basis.

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville MA 01588 ® 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY ¢ FREE DELIVERY

M. T. W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5 CELE B RA TIN G 34 YEA RS

MASS SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 9& 10 RIUN (U
PRE BlUlY NOW AND BEAT THE CROWDS

HYBRID WATER ' nSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AvaiLABLE! . GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!
§750 ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁm WE INSTALL TV'S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS! @&VVT= SELL E- B|KES| -

A/C SALE! MATTRESS SALE! A i = e AL
TR TG Y BIKE SALE!

(REGULARLY $299) \
SAMSUNG ( Y ( )
DELUXE GE DELUXE
$269 WASHER & DRYER FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER
(REGULARLY s499) #46300 Reg. $1599.99 | ||NpICTION STOVE

.99 Reg. $1299.99 Reg. $499.99 |
QUEEN. 299 slzss ségs.ss 8399.99 |
)\ )

43” Smart TV. \ (REGULARLY $599) \__AFTER REBATE! ) { 2
Regularly $249.9 1620 CU.FT. ) (GE DELUXE ][ FRIGIDAIRE ) [SAMSUNG TOP LOAD) (“GE.27cu.Fr. | 5 CU. FT. '-

50” HDTV Television..$229.99 BOTTOM FRENCH WASHER & DRYER FRENCH DOOR |
Regularly $269.99 REFRIGERATOR GASRaNGE || PISHWASHER (| 5o eC “Sirso0s | | ReFRiGERATOR CHEST

Reg. $399.99 Rog. $1999.99 FREEZER | '
55” Samsung HDTV..$299.99 Reg 5149939 Reg 52009 9 || 1099°° Y.y, '
i299~ || ‘699~ ‘299 1499~ °189* > -
J \_ AFTER REBATE! \ J \ J

65” HDTV. . , S < ,
Regularly $599.99 WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT. FRIGIDAIRE ][FAmous MAKER LG #3200 MAYTAG DELUXE | [ WHIRLPOOL 10 CU. FT.

” TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO 18 CU. FT. OVER THE STOVE WASHER OR FREEZER
it RSl ™ "o savoco | | ReFmiGeRaon ||~ micnowave | | WASHER & DRYER || Topyeq ™ (| SIDEBY SIDE ) EOEECE he

e (5749 | 598~ | 199~ )| 1399|549~ 1099~ °399*
INSTANT 140 MAIN STREET, e

P oPTosom WHI I 08.885.93¢ 0

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343 news —B5 -

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM J
VISA L m' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS! Stonebrldgepress'news
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