
PUTNAM — The Aspinock 
Historical Society (AHS) 
announced that their 
Research Center, located in 
the Aspinock House on School 
Street, is temporarily closed 
and unavailable to the public. 

The organization has been 
packing up and catalog-
ing items contained in the 
Aspinock House, all which 
will be stored until the new 
town facility is complet-
ed. Once completed, AHS is 

pleased to have space allotted 
to their organization in the 
new state of the art facility. 
The space will be used for dis-
plays, research, discussions, 
and more regarding the histo-
ry of the Town of Putnam. 

The AHS Research Center 
has provided opportunities 
over the years to many com-
munity members interested 
in researching their gene-
alogy and other items of 
Putnam’s history and looks 

forward to greeting you all 
again once the town facility is 
complete and they are settled 
in. 

As a 501c3 non-profit orga-
nization, AHS depends on 

members, donations, and 
volunteers for all things and 
various roles. Donations are 
always accepted and can be 
mailed to AHS, PO Box 465, 
Putnam, CT 06260.

Learn more at www.put-
namaspinockhistsoc.com and 
on facebook and instagram. 
Any questions may be sent to 
info@aspinockhistoricalsoci-
ety@gmail.com.
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Believe you can and 
you’re halfway there.
 
 – Theodore 
 Roosevelt

Pomfret Public 
Library receives 

International Paper 
Foundation grant

POMFRET — Pomfret 
Public Library has been 
awarded a $5000.00 grant from 
International Paper’s Putnam 
Mill and the International 
Paper Foundation according 
to TJ Billiard, Putnam Plant 
General Manager. Funds will 
support education and litera-
cy through the development of 
Early Literacy Kits that fami-
lies and educators may borrow 
from the library. The kits will 
include manipulatives, tools, 
games, literature, etc. in a vari-
ety of themes and disciplines, 
and will focus on Preschool 
through Elementary grades.

“International Paper’s plant 
is Putnam through the IP 
Foundation is proud to support 
the Pomfret Public Library 
project. It’s part of the commit-

ment of our more than 110 local 
employees. Our mission is to 
impact local organizations that 
impact literacy and learning. 
The Pomfret Library through 
its varied programs is making 
a difference every day,” said 
Billiard. 

Schooling is one of the most 
pressing and stressful aspects 
of the CoVid-19 pandemic as 
administrators, teachers and 
parents all struggle to balance 
education and childcare needs 
with concerns for the health 
and safety of students and 
school staff. As part of its role 
in the Pomfret community the 
Public Library has been avail-
able to the community through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic.

Please Read GRANT, page    A7
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The International Paper Putnam Mill recently presented a check for $5000 
to the Pomfret Public Library. Pictured (left to right) with the symbolic 
check are Meagan Wright, HR Generalist – New England; TJ Billiard, Plant 
General Manager; David Schwartz, Plant Sales Manager; Bernie Mahon, 
Plant Manufacturing Manager; Laurie Bell, Pomfret Public Library Librarian; 
Marc Archambault, Capital Campaign Vice Chairman; and Anita Santerre, 
HR Administrator.

THOMPSON — Norwalk’S 
Ron Silk had both the fast car 
and good fortune he needed to 
triumph over a stout NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour field in 
a wild and wooly Thompson 
150 at Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
on Thursday, Sept. 3. 

Silk was handed the lead 
under caution on lap 149 when 
NASCAR Cup Series invader 

Ryan Preece ran out of fuel. 
The veteran Silk then held off 
point leader Justin Bonsignore 
on a green-white-checkered 
overtime finish to capture his 
14th career Whelen Modified 
Tour victory and put an end to 
Bonsignore’s grip on the his-
toric speedway. 

Polesitter and six-time cham-
pion Doug Coby of Norwalk, 
CT set the early pace, leading 

a three-car breakaway with 
Holtsville, N.Y.’s Bonsignore 
and Miller Place, N.Y.’s Craig 
Lutz. Coby easily held the top 
spot through the first cau-
tion on lap 29 when Anthony 
Nocella spun while trying 
to pass Patrick Emerling for 
fourth. However, the handle on 
Coby’s car began to go away. 
Coming off turn two on the 67th 
go-around, both Bonsignore 

and Lutz dove beneath Coby 
and drop-kicked him back to 
third. 

When the caution came out 
again four laps later for Chris 
Pasteryak’s spin, all the lead-
lap cars chose to head down pit 
road for fresh tires and adjust-
ments. Silk, who started eight, 
was sitting in sixth following 
the pit stop cycle, but when 
the green flag flew again, the 

veteran roared up to third on 
the outside as Coby continued 
to drift backwards. 

Silk then moved into the 
second spot on lap 88 and 
stayed there through two 
more yellows for spins from 
Nocella and Calvin Carroll. 
On the latter caution at lap 
108, Coby chose to make an 

Silk gets late break for win in Thompson 150 Barnburner

Aspinock Historical 
Society research 

center temporarily 
unavailable

Please Read SILK, page    A7
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Kristopher Morrisette looks into the Woodstock Fairgrounds. remembering all the fun times in the past 
and looking forward to the future, when the annual celebration, canceled this year amid concerns about 
the COVID-19 outbreak, will hopefully return. 

SILENCE FALLS ON THE FAIRGROUNDS

Woodstock church 
to host Sacred 

Conversations on Race
WOODSTOCK — The First Congregational 

Church of Woodstock will host three 
Wednesday evening zoom gatherings for Sacred 
Conversations on Race, beginning Sept. 16. 

The community is invited to join in prayer, 
reflection, and dialogue on the issue of racism. 
The book “White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo 
will be excerpted for discussion and segments 
of “My Grandmother’s Hands” by Resmaa 
Menakem will be used for prayer time. 

The intention is to dig deeper into factors that 
impact socialization and perpetuate institution-
al racism. The program will identify ways to 
open up conversation by giving and receiving 
feedback with grace. There will offer sugges-
tions to address inequity and practices to nur-
ture healing. 

“Our congregation seeks to grow in aware-
ness and understanding of racism,” said Paula 
Wilmot, a member of the Board of Outreach at 
the church. “Our hope is to provide a setting to 
explore the topic through the lens of faith.”

Robin DiAngelo, Author of White Fragility 
states, “Interrupting racism takes courage and 

intentionality; the interruption is by definition 
not passive or complacent. We must never con-
sider ourselves finished with our learning. It is 
a messy, lifelong process, but one that I find is 
necessary to align my professed values with my 
real intentions. It is also deeply compelling and 
transformative.” 

Community members are welcome to join 
any one or all three of the meetings which 
will run from 7 to 8:15 p.m. on Wednesday eve-
nings and be held via zoom. Participants can 
prepare by reading the book White Fragility 
or by listening to online interviews. Podcasts 
with both featured authors can be found at 
On Being (https://onbeing.org/series/) with 
Krista Tippett. Look for Robin DiAngelo and 
Resmaa Menakem: In Conversation from July 
9, or Resmaa Menakem: Notice the Rage, Notice 
the Silence from June 4.

Dates for the meetings are Sept. 16, 23, and 30 
at 7 p.m. Further information and the registra-
tion link are posted on the First Congregational 
Church Facebook page and Web site. 



I’m sure by now, you have heard 
the sad news that the Trinket Shoppe 
in Danielson will be closing the end 
of October. Cindy Parsons, co-owner 
with her husband Alan Parsons, gra-
ciously responded to my email asking 
for a brief history of this well-known 
business that has been a Main Street 
landmark for fifty years. This is her 
response, “My mother Barbara Vachon 
was working across the street where 
the parking lot is for New York Pizza. 
The name of the store was Davis Cut 
Rate. The store wasn’t doing very well 
so my mom asked if she could run half 
with the products that were there and 
she would take over the other half. My 
father Don worked for WT GRANTS. 
The store did well, they moved to our 
current location in 1970 and started the 
Trinket Shoppe. We started with jew-
elry, scarves, belts and Trinkets. They 
soon added clothing. We have carried 
prom since the mid 70’s Tuxedos started 
in 2004. We had children’s clothing from 
1979 until 2013. We had a lot of fun and 
will miss all the great people!“ (Cindy 
Parsons; Sept. 1 email).

According to a booklet at the Killingly 
Historical Center by Marilyn Labbe 
entitled Downtown Danielson Tour, the 
two business blocks that comprise the 
Trinket Shoppe are some of the oldest 
in Danielson. Both were built by Luther 
Day in 1846. A nineteenth century photo 
of the building adjacent to Union Street, 
found in Images of America Killingly, 
by Natalie L. Coolidge and Robert A. 
Spencer (p. 14) shows an outside stair-
case to the second floor. The caption 
notes that it may be the oldest building 
in continuous commercial use. By the 
1920’s the A & P had situated in that 
location. (“Images of America,” p. 46).

In response to a recent query, I’ve 
been doing some genealogical research 
on the Williams family in Northeastern 

Connecticut in the 
1700’s. While read-
ing through the 
Williams family 
file at the Killingly 
Historical Center, 
I came across the 
following interest-
ing obituary with 
November 1926 
written across the 
top. “William H. 
Williams died early 
Monday morning at the home of his 
son, Charles W. Williams, following 
a long period of failing health. Mr. 
Williams was eighty years of age, hav-
ing been born in Foster, RI May 66, 1846, 
a son of Henry D. and Levina Simmons 
Williams. For forty-seven years he 
had been the miller at the Quinebaug 
Company grist mill here, retiring only 
during the past summer.” (newspaper 
not given). Perhaps some of you remem-
ber the mill or even recall when it was 
torn down.

The Danielsonville panel in Grey’s 
Altas of Windham and Tolland Counties, 
Connecticut (1869) places a gristmill 
near the Quinebaug River. In that year 
William Gleason leased it. I turned to 
Natalie Coolidge’s Killingly Business 
Encyclopedia for a little additional his-
tory on the mill. An October 2, 1879 
Windham County Transcript extract 
indicated a new mill had replaced the 
one on that map, “The Quinebaug 
Company gives notice that its Grist Mill 
is completed and is now prepared to do 
milling in all its branches and on short 
notice.” The final entry in the Business 
Encyclopedia told of its demise and pro-
vided additional information. “Another 
of Danielson’s old landmarks is about 
to disappear. The Quinebaug gristmill 
is being torn down. This three-story 
frame structure, built like a fortress, 

has stood right at 
the confluence of 
the Quinebaug and 
Assawaga (Five 
Mile) rivers for two 
generations. It was 
built about 1879-1880, 
and was practically 
in continuous opera-
tion until 1926. Since 
then it has been idle. 
The structure is 
the property of the 

Wauregan-Quinebaug Mill, Inc. Before 
the Quinebaug Mills Company consoli-
dated with the Wauregan plant the grist 
mill was operated by the Quinebaug 
Company. After having helped to build 
it, William H. Williams was in charge 
of the grist mill until it was closed. 
Millions of pounds of grains were pro-
cessed through the years. There are 
many who still recall how carloads of 
corn, buckwheat, and rye were shipped 
here for grinding, to produce meal and 
flour. Grinding was also done for indi-
viduals who lived in the surrounding 
country. French burr stones were used 
in the grinding process. The mill was 
operated by water power. Its equip-
ment was such that those who worked 
there had few tasks that were really 
laborious, for elevators and machines 
did practically everything.” (Norwich 
Bulletin, found in the scrapbook of Mrs. 
Fred (Nina) Wood). A photo of the grist-
mill can be found on page 29 of “Images 
of America Killingly.” (The above infor-
mation on the date it was demolished 
was found after Images was published). 
If you remember the Quinebaug Grist 
Mill, please share your memories by 
emailing me or by sending a letter to 
the Killingly Historical Center at the 
address below.

There was a mill site located in the 
vicinity of the junction of the Quinebaug 
and Five Mile Rivers in present-day 

Danielson by the 1730’s or earlier. 
Written on March 22, 1733/4, Nathaniel 
Spaulding deeded Samuel Danielson 
one and a quarter acres on the easter-
ly side of the Five Mile River “a little 
below said Danielson’s sawmill.” (KLR 
4, p. 80). I haven’t done enough land 
record work in that area to know when 
a grist mill was added.

Saw and grist mills were such a 
necessity in colonial Killingly and 
Northeastern Connecticut that a num-
ber sprang up quite early on. (Killingly 
was incorporated in 1708). The earliest 
documented gristmill in Killingly was 
that of Nicholas Cady in the present 
Elmville section of Killingly (near Dog 
Hill Road/Dayville Post Office). Cady 
had erected a gristmill and sawmill by 
1717 when he conveyed the property to 
Daniel Waters. (Killingly Land Records, 
Vo. 1, p. 110). A second very early one in 
the Daniels Village section in northern 
Killingly on the Five Mile River was 
owned by John Parks in 1725 (KLR Vo. 
2, p. 117).

The mail is being checked 
although the Killingly Historical and 
Genealogical Center is closed. Please 
send your membership renewals to P.O. 
Box 265 Danielson, CT 06239.

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly 
Municipal Historian, September 2020. 
For additional information email me at 
margaretmweaver@gmail.com or visit 
the Killingly Historical & Genealogical 
Center Wed. or Sat. 10-4 (when it reopens) 
or www.killinglyhistorical.org. or call 
860-779-7250 (when the Historical Center 
reopens). Like us at Facebook at www.
facebook.com/killinglyhistoricalsoci-
ety. Mail for the Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Society, Inc. or the Killingly 
Historical and Genealogical Center 
should be sent to PO Box 265, Danielson, 
Connecticut 06329
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A Call For Art 
Announcing the 17th Annual Art Show 

 and Sale to be held virtually on  
October 17, 2020 and running through 

 January 1st, 2021 on our website.

Online submission deadline September 19th, 2020. 
Artists may submit up to 5 pieces for entry at $5 apiece. 

Awards are given in the following categories: 
Oils, Watercolors, Pastels, Acrylics, Drawing & Printing, Traditional Photography,  
Digitally Enhanced Photos and Other Media (Digitally Created Art, Assemblage,  

3D art, collage, fiber/fabric art) 
For further information and the online submission form,  

visit us atMassasoitartguiltd.com or
e-mail us at info@massasoitartguiltd.com

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society 
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Sept. 1: Blue-winged Teal, Common 
Nighthawk, Scarlet Tanager, Ovenbird, Blue-winged 
Warbler, American Redstart, Baltimore Oriole, Bobolink, 
Song Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Black Vulture, Wood 
Duck, Bluebird, Chimney Swift, Common Yellowthroat, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Flicker, 
Carolina Wren. Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

VillAGEr AlMANAc

At Ct Audubon

A fond farewell to the Trinket Shoppe

MARGARET 
WEAVER

killiNGlY 
At 300

Photo Courtesy

American Legion Post #13 of Putnam held a Meet and Greet Cookout on Sunday, 
Sept. 6 at the Putnam Farmers Market.  The event attracted approximately 100 peo-
ple.  Department and district personnel joined the program in a membership recruit-
ment effort.  Pictured (L to R) are Jim LaCoursiere, former Department Commander 
and Department Membership Chairman; Jeff DeClerck, Department Senior Vice 
Commander; Post #13 Commander Brian Maynard; and District #4 Commander Ronald 
P. Coderre.

PUTNAM LEGION CELEBRATES 
LABOR DAY
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The Villager Newspapers is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safe-
guards are in place to ensure accu-
rate reporting, mistakes can occur. 
Confirmed fact errors will be cor-
rected at the top right hand corner 
of page A3 in a timely manner. 

If you find a mistake call (860) 
928-1818 or e-mail charlie@villager-
newspapers.com. 

AccurAcy WAtch

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!
We take pride  

in our customer 
service!

SUMMER SPECIALS  
NOW IN EFFECT

AFFORDABLE!
$$$$

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Police logs
Putnam police log

PUTNAM — The Putnam Police 
Department reports the following 
recent arrests.

Jason Bellanceau, age 38, of 
Woodstock was arrested on Aug. 31 
for Larceny in the Second Degree.

Patricia Roberts, age 58, of Putnam 
was arrested on Aug. 31 for Creating 
a Public Disturbance.

Daniel Taylor-Obrien, age 24, of 
Putnam was arrested on Sept. 4 for 
Disorderly Conduct.

Rachel Sanborn, age 25, of Putnam 
was arrested on Sept. 4 for Disorderly 
Conduct.

Steven Riendeau, age 32, of 
Dayville was arrested on Sept. 4 for 
Creating a Public Disturbance.

Herbert Rogers, age 47, of Putnam 
was arrested on Sept. 5 for Evading 
Responsibility.

Adam Hazzard, age 54, of Worcester 
was arrested on Sept. 5 for Assault 
in the Third Degree and Disorderly 
Conduct.

Antiques, collectibles, 
and auction news

It has been over 
two months since 
my last update on 
antiques, collectibles, 
and auction news. 
As you might expect, 
much has occurred 
since then, including 
a recently uncovered 
fake work of art.

The Los Angeles Times reported that 
a statue attributed to Paul Gauguin 
that was on display in the J. Paul Getty 
Museum has now been hidden away in 
a storeroom. The Getty Museum pur-
chased “Head with Horns” while it was 
on display at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City in 2002. The Los 
Angeles Times reported that the Getty 
described it as a “superb example” of 
Gauguin’s work. Fabrice Fourmanoir 
is a Tahitian art dealer who has stud-
ied Gauguin’s works. Fourmanoir 
informed the LA Times that he was con-
tacted in 2002 by Wildenstein & Co. of 
New York who was handling the sale of 
the statue. He told them that he did not 
believe it was Gauguin’s work because 
it was smoother than the rougher piec-
es Gauguin created. Fourmanoir also 
noted that Gauguin never used a plinth 
(according to Merriam-Webster: a usu-
ally square block serving as a base) in 
his works. Additional research found 

that the plinth contained lacewood, 
which does not grow in Tahiti. Gauguin 
only used Tahitian wood. Photos of 
the artwork were later discovered that 
belonged to Gauguin’s friend, Jules 
Agostini. Agostini took photos of the 
statue in 1894 a year before he met 
Gauguin and while Gauguin was still 
in France. The new evidence has led 
the Getty Museum to now attribute the 
statue to an unknown artist instead of 
Gauguin. 

In more positive news, a 1950’s coin 
operated children’s Pegasus ride sold 
well at auction recently. The Antiques 
and Arts Weekly reported on the sale of 
the Pegausus. “The symbol of speed and 
power, this example predated Mobil’s 
adoption of the steed as its US trade-
mark in 1968,” they wrote. It brought 
$25,200.

A space suit from Stanley Kubrik’s 
movie “2001: A Space Odyssey” recently 
sold at auction, according to Vanity 
Fair. The space suit is believed to have 
been worn by Keir Dullea during the 
final shut-down sequence of the HAL 
9000 computer. It sold for $370,000, well 
above the $200,000 estimate.

Another item is expected to bring 
an even larger figure. Smithsonian 
Magazine reported that the world’s 
most expensive coin is headed to auc-
tion. According to the magazine report 

“the rare silver dollar is thought to be 
one of the first, if not the very first, 
coins minted in the newly independent 
United States of America.” The coin will 
fetch much more than pocket change 
with its $10 million estimate.

We will feature coins from three dif-
ferent estates in our October 29th online 
multi-estate auction. There is still time 
to consign for that sale. The preview for 
our Warren, R.I. auction takes place on 
Sept. 12 with bidding ending on Sept. 
16. Please see the link on our website to 
register and bid on this auction. I will 
be appraising items for the Townsend 
Historical Society’s virtual appraisal 
event on October 10th. Participants 
can submit photos of their items to 
the Townsend Historical Society in 
advance. You can also bring your items 
in person on the day of the event, and 
I will appraise them virtually. Please 
keep checking www.centralmassauc-
tions.com for information on upcoming 
events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
collectibles 

& estAtes

When thing like speed limits change, 
we’re the first to know.  

You could be the second
Your Community Paper.

 Told ya.

GUESS YOU 
DIDN’T 

READ 
THE 

PAPER.



Retiring is a huge life event, 
and it isn’t one that comes with 
many do-overs. You have to get 
it right the first time. Luckily, 
there are ways to prepare for 
retirement—and even prac-
tice it—to help ensure you’re 
ready when the day comes. 

Last week, we introduced 
retirement planning as our 
main topic of discussion for 
September. In today’s article 
we’re going to dive deeper into 
some key strategies to get you 
on track to transition into this 
new chapter of your life. 

What to do first
A few years before you plan 

to retire, have a practice run. 
If you have a retirement plan 
that gives you a clear picture of 
how much money you’ll have 
to live on annually, spend a full 
year to two years living only 
on that amount. If you don’t, 
your first step is to meet with 
a financial advisor to get sense 
of your retirement income esti-
mate.

If you can live comfortably 
on the decided amount, that’s 
great. If not, it’s better to know 
that now rather than later, and 
it’s time to devise a plan to 
increase your future income.

Have a timeline for your 
decisions

Do you know when you must 
make certain retirement-re-
lated decisions? Do you even 
know what decisions you’ll 
need to make? Having a clear 
idea of these decisions and a 
timeline to make them will 
reduce your stress and make 
retirement a smoother event.

Pre-retirement decisions
Before you retire, you’ll 

need to determine if you have 
any debts that need to be refi-
nanced. It’s hard to refinance 
mortgages or other loans when 
you don’t have demonstrable 
income, so do this long before 
you give notice at work.

You’ll also need to decide 
how you’ll handle long-term 
care expenses and if you want 
to use long-term care insur-
ance for some of those potential 
costs. Applying for this insur-
ance should ideally be done 
ten years prior to retiring, and 
three to five years before is 
basically the last chance for it 
to be affordable.

Retirement day decisions
Retiring likely means losing 

your employer-sponsored ben-
efits, so you’ll need to make 
decisions about health insur-
ance. If you’re retiring at or 

after age 65, then you can seam-
lessly transition into Medicare. 
Make sure you remember to 
enroll in Medicare Part A 60 to 
90 days before your 65th birth-
day whether you’re planning 
to retire or not. For Part B, 
you can wait to enroll until 
after your retirement as long 
as you’re at least 65 years old.

If you’re retiring after age 63 
and a half, you can use COBRA 
provisions to continue your 
employer health plan for up 
to 18 months until you’re eli-
gible for Medicare. However, 
if you’re retiring earlier than 
that, you’ll either need to join 
your spouse’s health plan or 
to use the health insurance 
exchange in your home state.

If you will be receiving a pen-
sion, you’ll need to decide how 
you’d like to receive your bene-
fit. You will likely be given the 
option to maximize your bene-
fit as a single person—meaning 
it expires after your death—or 
a few options on how you’d 
like a spouse to receive income 
from your pension should they 
outlive you.

Post-retirement decisions
Social Security is a very com-

plex benefit and timing your 
benefit claim is an import-
ant decision you’ll need to 
make. You and your spouse 
must determine whether to 
claim immediately at age 62 
or to wait until full retirement 
age or even age 70 to begin 
receiving benefits. The deci-
sions you and your spouse 
make can greatly impact how 
much money you’re eligible to 
receive during your lifetimes 
and during a period of widow-
hood for either of you.

You’ll also want to review 
your current insurance cover-
ages to see where you can save 
money. Since you’re no longer 
commuting to work, you may 
be able to lower your car insur-
ance premium. If you’re paying 
for disability insurance, you’ll 
no longer need it and can let 
it expire. Lastly, if you have 
term life insurance, you may 
no longer need the extra death 
benefits and can consider dis-
continuing the coverage after 
claiming your Social Security 

and pension income.
The most important step
The most important thing to 

do before you retire is to make 
sure you have a substantial 
nest egg you’ve built up over 
the years.

You don’t know what the 
future will hold, and having 
access to capital—especially 
funds not subject to market 
volatility—is vital to a success-
ful retirement. One tip we like 
to share, is to have about 6 
months to one year of expenses 
in liquidity. This can help you 
secure your financial future.

The lesson
There’s a lot to consider 

when you’re thinking about 
retiring. Starting to make deci-
sions and prepare for the life 
change early will help you be 
successful in your retirement. 
2020 has not gone according 
to plan, but you can live your 
best life despite the obstacles. 
Our Plan Well, Invest Well, 
Live Well process can help you 
prepare for the unexpected, 
and get back on track when it 
happens. Make sure to check 
back throughout September 
for more retirement strate-
gies! Visit our Web site, www.
whzwealth.com/our-process, 
to learn more about how we 
can help you on your journey 
toward achieving your finan-
cial life goals. 

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner Laurence 
Hale AAMS, CRPS®. Securities 
and advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser. 697 
Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, 
CT 06259, 860-928-2341. www.
whzwealth.com.  

These materials are general 
in nature and do not address 
your specific situation. For your 
specific investment needs, please 
discuss your individual circum-
stances with your representa-
tive. Weiss, Hale & Zahansky 
Strategic Wealth Advisors does 
not provide tax or legal advice, 
and nothing in the accompany-
ing pages should be construed 
as specific tax or legal advice.  
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Employers: How to respond if an 
employee tests positive for COVID-19

BY KATHLEEN CERRONE, ESQ.

Since March, we have all 
grown weary of many things. 
One of those “things” for me 
is the use of phrases such as 
“trying times,” “unprecedent-
ed times,” and “historic times.” 
Yet, the point in time at which 
we find ourselves is all of these 
things. Employers, as a group, 
are facing unique challenges 
and I have found myself advis-

ing many of my business cli-
ents in this new niche field 
of pandemic response. One 
question that I am asked fre-
quently is, “What do we do if 
an employee tests positive for 
COVID-19?”

If an employee has report-
ed COVID-19 symptoms or 
appears to have symptoms 
upon reporting to work, that 
employee should be directed to 
go home and remain separat-
ed from other employees. Sick 
employees must be told that 
they can only return to work 
once a doctor’s order allows. 
Employees with sick family 
members must be told to report 
the situation to their supervi-
sor. Those employees should 
also report what doctor recom-
mendations have been made 
and must follow all of those 
recommendations with regard 
to quarantine. 

If an employee has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, the employ-

er must inform fellow employ-
ees of their possible exposure, 
but maintain confidentiality 
as required by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (“the 
ADA”). Normally, under the 
ADA, employers are prohibited 
from asking employees about 
symptoms or illnesses or doc-
tor’s advice to them. However, 
during a pandemic, certain 
exceptions apply. During a 
pandemic, symptoms or a diag-
nosis of COVID-19 presents a 
“direct threat” and/or a “sig-
nificant risk of substantial 
harm,” which are exceptions 
to some ADA guidelines, so 
employees may be asked ques-
tions and may be excluded 
from the workplace until proof 
that there is no longer potential 
threat or harm. 

I recommend that, should 
an employee test positive, the 
employer inform everyone in 
the workplace that an employ-
ee has tested positive, with-

out providing the name of the 
person in the communication, 
whether verbal or written. 
However, details should be 
given as to when the employer 
was notified of the positive test, 
and details should be given as 
to whether there has been guid-
ance provided by either a phy-
sician or health department as 
to what precautions must be 
taken, whether that be quaran-
tine, contact tracing, testing of 
those in close contact, or other 
precautions. 

Employers should also noti-
fy individuals with whom the 
infected employee came in 
contact during the 14-day peri-
od prior to the positive test, 
including, but not limited to, 
customers, visitors, vendors, 
or consultants. Consult your 
attorney if you have ques-
tions relating to sick leave, the 
Family Medical Leave Act, or 
OSHA requirements during 
COVID. 

Presented by Kathleen 
M. Cerrone, Esq. Sources: 
Connecticut Business and 
Industry Association, Employer 
Guidance: https://www.
cbia.com/resources/corona-
virus/coronavirus-employ-
er-guidance/respond-employ-
ee-tests-positive-covid-19/; 
Total HIPPA Compliance, 
What Should an Employer Do 
If an Employee Tests Positive 
for COVID-19?, https://www.
totalhipaa.com/what-to-do-if-
an-employee-tests-positive-for-
covid-19/; Kathleen M. Cerrone 
is a partner at the law firm 
of Borner, Smith, Aleman, 
Herzog & Cerrone LLC d/b/a 
The Northeast Law Center, with 
two locations: 155 Providence 
St., Putnam and 124 Wauregan 
Rd., Danielson. Kathleen (best 
known as “Kate”) can advise 
you on your business planning 
strategies. Ask Kate about her 
Corporate Care Plan.

How to know if you’re ready to retire

LAURENCE 
HALE

INVESTMENT 
ADVISER

Financial 
Focus

  Community 
      Connection
Your area guide to buying, dining & shopping locally!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Community 
 SpeCial

This size ad for only
$35/wk for 14 weeks

Receive A Free 
1/2 Page Ad

Call Mikaela at

508-909-4126
for More inforMation
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CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, llc

CALL  Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com

CT #0606460 • #MA-HIC#196807 • RI #763

Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Remodeling  
Kitchens, Baths  

and More!

Lower Cost 
Dry Cleaning!

Wash & Fold 
Service

Dayville Dry Cleaners & Laundromat
Rte 101 Dayville - Across from XtraMart

860-779-2777

• New & Repaired Septic Systems  
• Landscaping

• Stumping • Drainage Systems  
• Sewer Connections

• Frost Walls • Cellar Holes  
• Snow Plowing  

• Loam • Sand • Gravel • Fill

860-774-1737

108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241

40 Years Experience • Licensed & Insured

LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC
DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION

free estimate

The Law Office Of

Gabrielle labonte
aTTOrney and cOunseLOr aT Law

Wills and 
trusts

Medicaid 
PlanninG

Probate

5 Vina Lane • P.O. BOx 709
BrOOkLyn, cOnnecTicuT 06234

Phone: 860-774-3700  • Fax: 860-774-6300

549 Wolf Den Rd., Brooklyn CT 06234
CT License #404527 | HOD # 75 • HOD # 941

hometownheatingllc.com
860.779.2222

UP TO 

$1000 
CT Energize Rebate

(on qualifing units)

SUMMER COMFORT IS 
EASIER THAN YOU THINK.

Bring cool comfort to any room… without wasted energy or noise

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

AMERICA’S #1 SELLING 
BRAND OF DUCTLESS 
mitsubishicomfort.com

Peter Giles 
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT 
www.allconstructionneeds.com

Surprised when God answered
Throughout the centuries after the 

life of Jesus, the progress of the church 
has ebbed and flowed. Sometimes God’s 
people have done well, and at other 
times they have strayed far from God 
and His truths. Whenever He could find 
them, God used people to restore the 
church to the right paths. The church, 
at large, began straying away from a 
Biblical view of “the Godhead” and “the 
plan of salvation” as early as the 2nd 
century. But through movements such 
as the reformation and the awaken-
ings He has been able to incrementally 
restore the truths that were originally 
established. One such movement that 
helped restore an understanding of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit as experi-
enced by the disciples on the Day of 
Pentecost was the Asuza St. revival. 

An important precursor to that 
great revival in Los Angeles was what 
happened in Topeka Kansas, in 1901. 
Charles Parham was a minister who 
established Bethel Bible School - a Bible 
School where people lived by faith. He 

was at a place in 
his spiritual and 
theological jour-
ney where he was 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
that there had to 
be a greater expe-
rience with God 
than just a confes-
sion of faith. So, in 
December of 1900 
when the semes-
ter was coming to 
an end and Parham was leaving for a 
few days, he challenged his students to 
study the Bible to determine what evi-
dence was consistently present when 
the first century Christians received 
the Holy Spirit. 

As the students studied the book 
of Acts, they discovered a consistent 
event associated with salvation was 
that believers were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. They also noticed that 
was usually accompanied by them 
“speaking in tongues.” In other words, 

early Christian con-
verts spoke in a lan-
guage they had never 
learned as a part of 
their salvation expe-
rience.

The students spent 
several days in prayer 
and worship, and held 
a New Year’s Eve 
watchnight service 
at Bethel on Dec. 31, 
1900 and then anoth-

er on Jan. 1, 1901. They were fighting 
a war to see the power of the church 
restored. Prayer was the weapon they 
used to break long-held beliefs in order 
to embrace biblical theology.

God responded with a demonstration 
of truth. In the New Year’s service, a 
woman by the name of Agnes Ozman 
felt impressed to ask everyone to pray 
for her to receive the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. While people were praying 
for her, she immediately began to speak 
in a language she had never learned. 

What a pleasant surprise!
During this period of time, there was 

an African-American man by the name 
of William Seymour who, because for 
Jim Crow laws, sat outside Parham’s 
classrooms and listened to the teaching 
about the HG. He would later move 
to LA where he eventually received 
the baptism of the HG, speaking in 
tongues. He became a key leader of the 
Asuza St. mission that was an epicen-
ter of a movement that has now seen 
millions baptized with the Holy Spirit, 
evidenced by speaking in tongues. It is 
a delightful and surprising experience 
awaiting anyone who will seek Him.

Bishop John W. Hanson oversees Acts 
II Ministries of Thompson, where hun-
dreds of people have experienced salva-
tion just like the first century Christians 
did.  For more information, please visit 
www.ActsII.org.

BISHOP JOHN 
W. HANSON

Beyond 
the Pews

Plant trees now for decades of 
shade and beauty

Cooler temperatures and warm soil 
make fall a great time to add trees to 
your landscape. Make the most of this 
investment of money and time and 
give your tree its best chance at sur-
vival with proper planting and care.

Select a tree suited to the growing 
conditions, your landscape design and 
available space. Make sure it toler-
ates the sunlight, soil and temperature 
extremes. Check the tag for the mature 
height and spread. You’ll have a bet-
ter-looking plant that always fits the 
space with minimal pruning. 

Avoid planting near overhead utili-
ties since trees and power lines make 
for a dangerous combination. Contact 
your underground utility locating ser-
vice at least three business days before 
placing the first shovel in the ground. 
It’s free and all you need to do is call 
811 or file an online request. 

Once the area is marked, you can 
get busy planting. Ensure your tree 
thrives for many years to come with 
proper planting. Dig a saucer shaped 
hole three to five times wider than the 
root ball. It should only be as deep as 
the distance from the root flare to the 
bottom of the root ball.  The root flare, 
where the roots bend away from the 
trunk, should always be at or slightly 
above the soil surface. 

Set the tree in the hole, then peel 
back and cut away any burlap and 
wire cages. These can eventually con-
strict root growth. Roughen the sides 
of the hole and backfill with the exist-
ing soil. Water thoroughly to moisten 

the roots and surrounding soil.  
Continue to water thorough-

ly whenever the top few inches of 
soil are crumbly and moist. Proper 
watering, especially during the first 
two years, is critical for establishing 

trees.  Watering thoroughly as need-
ed encourages deep roots and a more 
drought tolerant and pest resistant 
tree. 

Monitor soil moisture near the 
trunk and beyond the rootball. Since 

many containerized trees are grown 
in soilless mix, the rootball dries out 
more quickly than the surrounding 
soil. Adjust your watering technique 
and schedule to accommodate this dif-
ference. 

Mulch the soil surface with a two- 
to three-inch layer of woodchips or 
shredded bark to conserve water, sup-
press weeds and improve the soil as it 
decomposes. Pull the mulch back from 
the trunk of the tree to avoid disease 
problems.

Remove any tags that can eventually 
girdle the tree and prune out any bro-
ken or rubbing branches. Wait a year 
to fertilize and two years, once the tree 
is established, for additional pruning.

Continue providing tender loving 
care for at least the first two years.  
Make regular checkups, prune to cre-
ate a strong structure, and keep grass, 
weeds and lawn care equipment away 
from the trunk throughout the life-
time of your tree. Your efforts will be 
rewarded with years of beauty and 
shade.

Gardening expert Melinda Myers 
has more than 30 years of horticulture 
experience and has written over 20 gar-
dening books, including Small Space 
Gardening.  Myers is the host of The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio segments. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site is 
www.melindamyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

When planting, the tree’s root flare should always be at or slightly above the soil surface.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

Advertise on this weekly pAge feAturing 
locAl business. 

cAll todAy @ 508-909-4126
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The year without a fair

Photos Courtesy - Wendy Stone

Woodstock Fair sign

Woodstock Creamery decided to have caramel apples and have their cows, sheep and other 
farm animals available for petting on Labor Day so that the community can still have some 
fun on Labor Day weekend. 

The delicious concessions stands will be missed by everyone.

This is where we always buy our fair tickets we are hopeful  to be here next year! The exhibition  hall stands ready hopefully for next year.

Angela Young Left and Dani Chaput work at the fam-
ily run Woodstock Creamery. Angela Young does not 
remember a Labor Day weekend without the fair and 
neither does her mother. Maybe during WWII was the 
last time the fair had to close. 

Kristopher Morrisette runs along the fence of the closed fairgrounds.

 There will be no horse shows this year.

 The animal barns will be empty this year because the Fair has to close because of Covid-19.

I will miss the Doughboy bought annually at the fair.
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21a Furnace Street 
Danielson, CT 06239

Thurs 5-8pm
Fri    5-8pm
Sat    3-8pm
Sun    1-5pm

Come visit your local 
craft brewery, open for 

tastings and growler fills

Find out more at
www.blackpond brews.com

Looking for financing to 
purchase a home? 

Ask us how to get in your 
dream home in 30 days with 

no money down! Our team has 
over 20 years experience and are 
here to serve you with the BEST 

customer service possible!
Offering numerous and a 
variety of loan programs.

Suzanne Mazzarella
Branch Manager  

#144468 
860.377.1248

2020 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS\#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800.All rights 
reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to 
change without prior notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Not all products are available in all states 
or for all dollar amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.MA Mortgage Broker and Lender 
License#MC2289. MA Loan Originator License MLO144468. Rhode Island Licensed Broker & Lender.

122 Main Street, Danielson, CT 06239

Congratulations for being the  

2019 #1 LENDER in Windham County! 

Let us help you with one of the most important 

decisions in your life!

Planning your new kitchen? 
Give us a call!

We offer all-wood cabinetry,  
countertops, tile, plumbing fixtures,  

bar stools and more.  
Great service too! 

Jolley Commons Plaza
144 Wauregan Rd (Rte. 12) • Danielson, CT • 860.774.5554

TAILOREDKITCHENSANNMARIE.COM

Buy Local • Dine Local • Invest Local • Think Local • Support Local

SHOP LOCAL
SHOP KILLINGLY

24 Putnam Pike, Suite 3 • Dayville, CT 
 860-412-9016

Enjoy the Many Benefits 
of Chiropractic Care  
and Massage Therapy

You shouldn’t have to travel to the spa or pay spa prices for 

convenient, effective treatments right here in Dayville. 

Call
 to

da
y 

to 
bo

ok
 60, 9

0 or
  

120 m
inute

 se
ssi

on
s:

Swedish Relaxation Massage

This type of massage focuses on overall relaxation of 

the body and mind as well as enhancing healing and 

improving function of the body.

Therapeutic Massage

Encompassing site specific, exploratory, sports, stretch-

ing and myofascial techniques, all designed to treat 

acute or chronic soft tissue dysfunctions.

Also offering: 

Certified Prenatal Massage, Cupping, Hot Stones, Exfoliating Treatments and Foot Scrubs

LIMITED TIME OFFER:
 60 Minute Deep Tissue Massage for $75

Plus Hot or Cold Stones included 
 with any new client booking!

ATTENTION VETERANS: Did you know we participate in the  

VA Community Care Network for Chiropractic Care?

If you are a veteran receiving primary care at a VA hospital, you are able to 

request a referral for chiropractic care at our office, which will be paid for by 

the VA. Being Community Care Network providers allows us to offer covered 

chiropractic treatments to veterans right here in Dayville, and gives Veterans 

greater choice and accessibility to care outside of VA medical facilities.

unscheduled pit stop after having fallen 
all the way to eighth. Silk made two 
attempts to divebomb Bonsignore for 
the lead after the restart, but Bonsignore 
was ready and took the lead right back 
each time. 

On the 125th circuit, though, Silk was 
able to make the move stick, getting 
past Bonsignore entering turn three. 
Lutz did the same to Bonsignore a few 
laps later, and Berlin’s Preece was right 
behind him as he started to come on 
strong. 

Following Nocella’s third spin of the 
night on lap 133, Bonsignore surged 
back into second on the restart. The 
field then ran out of real estate exiting 
turn four, which led to a red flag after 
Eric Goodale, Timmy Solomito, and 
Sam Rameau piled into the frontstretch 
wall. Racing resumed with eight laps 
to go, and after Preece negotiated his 
way to the runner-up spot, he swung to 
the outside of Silk entering turn one, 
taking the lead on lap 147 to thunderous 
applause. 

But the biggest twist was yet to come. 
The seventh caution flew a lap after 

the lead change when Kyle Bonsignore 
pounded the turn-four wall. As the field 
circled under caution, Preece’s fuel 
tank suddenly ran dry despite having 
packed it full before the start. Preece 
helplessly coasted to a stop in the pits 
as Silk found himself back in the lead. 
Lutz lined up alongside Silk for the 
final two-lap sprint and tried to make a 
last-ditch charge, but slid up the track 
in turn one, allowing Silk to get away 
for the win. 

Despite his 7-of-8 Thompson Speedway 
winning streak getting snapped, Justin 
Bonsignore maintained his point lead 
with a runner-up finish. Chelmsford, 
Mass.’s Jon McKennedy took third 
starting at the rear for an unapproved 
adjustment. Pasteryak recovered from 
his mid-race spin to finish fourth while 
Coby sliced through the field late to 
come home fifth. Dave Sapienza, Ronnie 
Williams, Nocella, Matt Swanson, and 
rookie Tyler Rypkrema rounded out 
the top-10. 

Berlin, CT’s Keith Rocco added yet 
another win to his Thompson Speedway 
resume by taking the checkered flag 
in the 25-lap Sunoco Modified feature. 
Rocco put on a breathtaking battle with 
Somers’ Todd Owen over the first 12 

laps, which began with them going 
three-wide around Oxford, Mass.’s Troy 
Talman at the initial green flag. 

The duo then swapped the top spot 
four more times through a series of 
slide jobs and crossovers. Rocco finally 
got the lead for good in turn three just 
before the halfway point, and Owen 
began to slow several laps later with a 
deflating tire, letting Rocco cruise to 
the victory. Talman passed Owen in the 
closing circuits to take second. 

Bellingham, Mass.’s Woody Pitkat 
fended off a series of challenges to pock-
et $1,200 for winning the 25-lap Late 
Model feature. Pitkat earned the pole in 
qualifying and had a rear view mirror 
full of North Dartmouth, MA’s Derek 
Gluchacki for the first half of the event. 

A trio of cautions then flew over an 
eight-lap span, the last of which came 
on lap 21 when Walter Sutcliffe and 
Michael Mitchell smacked the turn-
two wall. When the field re-racked for 
a four-lap shootout, Pitkat chose the 
inside line with Gluchacki at his right-
side door. 

It was Gluckacki who got the initial 
break on the restart, leading the 22nd 
circuit by a nose. After Pitkat drove it 
deep into turn one, Johnson respond-
ing by swapping lanes off turn two. 
Rehoboth, Mass.’s Jake Johnson then 
tried to dive three-wide in turn four, but 
broke sideways coming off the corner, 
allowing Warwick, RI’s Mark Jenison 
to slip by him. Pitkat was able to clear 
Glucacki entering turn one that time 
and motored away to the win. 

Gluckacki edged Jenison off the 
final corner for second. Johnson, Ryan 
Lineham, Matthew Lowinski-Loh, 
Brian Tagg, Rick Gentes, Travis Jurcik, 
and Jason Larivee Jr. completed the 
top-10. 

Danielson’s Ryan Waterman made 
his move late to snag the victory in the 
20-lap Twisted Tea Limited Sportsmen 
feature. Multi-time champion Shawn 
Monahan of Waterford powered to 
the lead at the start over polesitter 
Lawrence Barrett. Monahan then led 
a three-car breakaway with Waterman 
and Barrett in tow. 

However, the handling started to go 
away on Monahan’s #55 at the half-
way mark. Waterman was there to take 
advantage, diving beneath Monahan 
entering turn three on the 14th cir-

cuit and muscling his way to the front. 
Although Monahan was able to hang 
with him at first, it was Waterman who 
held the upper hand as he took the vic-
tory by three car lengths. Barrett, Diego 
Monahan, and Nikolas Hovey complet-
ed the top-five. 

Belchertown, Mass.’s Josh Carey 
went wire-to-wire to triumph in the 
20-lap SK Light Modified feature. Carey 
started on the point, which put him in 
the best possible position to avoid Steve 
Kenneway’s fiery turn-two crash on 
the opening circuit. Kenneway was not 
injured in the incident. 

When the green flag came back out, 
Carey had to contend with Woodstock’s 
Paul Charette for the top spot. Charette 
kept the pressure on for much of the 
event, but Carey pulled away in the 
final laps for the win. Oxford, MA’s 
Nathan Pytko completed the podium. 

Sterling’s Jared Roy took the vic-
tory in the Twisted Tea Mini Stock 
feature. Roy grabbed the lead from 
polesitter Steve Michalski at the drop 
of the green flag in the 15-lap feature 
with Mansfield’s Dave Trudeau not far 
behind. 

The event’s lone caution on lap 12 for 
David Trudeau Jr.’s spin gave both his 
dad and Tommy Silva one final shot 
at the lead. Roy drove away from both 
though to claim the win. Dave Trudeau 
finished second while Silva came in 
third after missing qualifying. 

The Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park oval will play host 
to the 48th Sunoco World Series of 
Speedway Racing from Friday, October 
9 to Sunday, Octo. 11. A total of 17 divi-
sions are tentatively scheduled for the 
annual racing festival, including the 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour, Pro 
All Stars Series Super Late Models, 
350 Small Block Supermodifieds, and 
Northeast Midget Association. The full 
schedule and pricing will be announced 
in the coming weeks. 

For more information, contact the 
ACT offices at (802) 244-6963, media@
acttour.com, or visit www.acttour.
com/thompson-speedway(link is exter-
nal)or www.thompsonspeedway.com. 
You can also get updates on Facebook 
and Twitter at @ACTTour. For gener-
al Thompson Speedway inquires, call 
(860) 923-2280 or email oval@thompson-
speedway.com. 

SILK
continued from page    A1

Says library director Laurie Bell, 
“We want to provide whatever assis-
tance we can to families and educators 
who are navigating the difficult waters 
of the various learn-from-home models. 
We hope to provide resources that will 
be useful whether you choose homes-
chool, virtual school, or an in-school/
at-home hybrid model for your family. 
We’re very grateful for this community 
support from the International Paper 
Foundation!” 

The International Paper Foundation 
is one of the ways International Paper 
strives to reach its vision to be among 
the most successful, sustainable and 
responsible companies in the world. 
Started in 1952, the foundation annually 
provides millions in grants to 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organizations to address crit-
ical needs in the communities where 
its employees live and work. Funding 
priority is given to programs related to 

its signature causes: education, hunger, 
health & wellness, disaster relief, and 
initiatives that improve the planet. For 
more information, visit ipgiving.com.

Pomfret Public Library enriches the 
lives of community members by provid-
ing resources services and programs 
that promote intellectual curiosity and 
life-long learning. The library is cur-
rently open to the public with social 
distancing protocols, and for curbside 
service. The Children’s Room is open 
by reservation in half hour time blocks 
for the use of a single family group. 
Pomfret Public Library is located at 
449 Pomfret St., 860-928-3475. Hours 
are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday 2-6 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

The Library is in the midst of a 
Capital Campaign aimed at doubling 
the size of the current facility. The 
Campaign, which has a goal of $500,000, 
is led by General Chairperson Atty. 
Kate Cerrone and Vice Chairpersons 
Marc and Mary Archambault.

GRANT
continued from page    A1
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When I sit down to write, 
I set the timer on my phone 
for 25 minutes. I promise 
myself that I will not get 
up and move the laundry 
from the washer to the 
dryer, or let the cat in or 
out for the 100th time, until 
I hear the chime on the 
phone that gives me permis-
sion to move. I thought I’d 
made up the routine until I 
told my daughter about it, 
and she said it is called the 
Pomodoro Method, or the 
Pomodoro Technique. She 
had given a seminar about 
it. I Googled it and found she 
was correct, as usual. 

While it is annoying to 
have one’s eldest child 
always seem to be a step 
ahead, it is the way things 

go, and what 
we all want 
when we 
begin the pro-
cess of help-
ing our chil-
dren become 
open minded, 
open hearted, 
interesting 
i n d i v i d u -
als. Perhaps 
I knew 
about the 

Pomodoro Method and for-
got, or perhaps it is just rea-
sonable to divide up work 
units into bite sized piec-
es. Whatever the reason, 
Francesco Cirollo claimed 
the process as his own in 
the late 1980’s, when time 
management was popular, 
just before the Internet set 
its claws into us. 

The inventor named 
the system after his toma-
to shaped kitchen timer, 
Pomodoro in Italian. It has 
us break time into 25 min-
ute units separated by short 
breaks. One can repeat the 
process four times before 
being allowed a longer 
break. Jot down a mark to 
keep track of the reboots 
and that is it. It actually 
works and gives a sense of 
control at a moment when it 
we are drifting.

It may be my Puritan 
forebears, but I don’t like to 
drift. At the end of the day, I 
like to think I accomplished 
something. In these difficult 
times, I am seeing plenty of 
work being done, largely by 
others. Family members are 
working hard from home 
and others are off to jobs 
that demand a great deal. 
For me, however, except for 
the heavy lifting of writing 
articles and a daily haiku, 
I’ve settled into a life that is 
limited by the pandemic. 

This is where time man-
agement becomes even 
more important. 

The amount of time I’ve 
spent saving frogs is silly, 
especially because they are 
not one bit grateful. I’m res-
cuing them from pools and 
pots. Much like the turtles 
I remove from roadways 
in spring, the frogs look 
blankly at me wondering 
why their plans have been 
altered. 

Woolly bear caterpillars 
are taking up attention too. 
They are one true symbol of 
the advent of fall and I am 
finding them everywhere. 
They are furry and slow, 
black on front and back and 
a lush brown in the middle. 
I’m not sure the coloration 
is a sign of the winter to 
come, but I study the rel-
ative amount of black to 
brown anyway. I mistaken-
ly thought the woolly bear 
caterpillar became a butter-
fly, but as with so much else, 
I was wrong. It turns into an 
Isabella Tiger Moth, which 
doesn’t look like much. 

While the frogs and the 
woolly bears go about their 
appointed tasks, I the gath-
er up items for winter. I 
need a half cord of wood. 
The daffodil bulbs will 
arrive and need planting. 
Summer clothes need to be 
packed away, most not worn 
during these strange times. 
If I divide the tasks into 25 
minute intervals, I’ll get 
everything done, just as my 
daughter predicts.

September is a wonderful 
time in New England. We 
can divide it into bite sized 
pieces and savor or we can 
roll up in a ball like the 
woolly bear, but no matter 
what don’t just let the time 
drift. 
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OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thomas will advocate for our environment

To the Editor:
Lisa Thomas, Democratic candidate for 

Connecticut’s 35th State Senate district, 
is driven to protect all aspects of Eastern 
Connecticut’s environment. During her 
time living, raising a family, and serving 
in Coventry, she has been a problem solv-
er who understands the value of Eastern 

Connecticut’s natural resources. 
Thomas has already led my hometown of 

Coventry in efforts to increase alternative 
energy reliance, as well as aided in halting 
invasive species overgrowth in Coventry 
Lake. Exemplifying her pride for environ-
mental justice and critical thinking skills, 
Thomas holds dearly the creation of the 

Thomas will advocate for our environment

Drifting 
into fall

To the Editor:
I am very excited that Lisa Thomas is the 

Democratic candidate for State Senator to 
represent the 13 towns in Eastern Connecticut 
comprising the 35th District. Having served 
with her on the Coventry Town Council, I 
have seen how deeply she cares about her 
constituents and how responsive she is to 
their questions and needs. 

Lisa is passionate and knowledgeable 

about issues that she and I share – education, 
small businesses, environment, our farmers, 
the elderly, and particularly at this time 
when we are all so thankful for the dedica-
tion of our first responders, I point out her 
support on the Coventry Town Council for 
public safety. Always an advocate for our 
volunteer fire departments, she went into a 

Lisa Thomas has my vote

Look here not there
To the Editor:
“Puff the magic dragon helicopter gunship” 

and shoot at Americans is a little extreme 
for you thin skinned liberals — what? Do 
you cult followers realize that protesting is 
a Constitutional right. The same right that 
allows people of simple minds to think that 
firing up a gunship is allowed. It may be 
disgusting and what most normal thinking 
would be totally against it but it is your right 
to say it. So, apparently only your opinion 
counts or is allowed. Hence one of the biggest 
problem in this Trump-driven time, agree 

with the Fascist leader or be gone.
Remember when the Republican party rep-

resented sound fiscal policy, the debt grows 
and is out of control, national defense, now 
it praises authoritarian governments and 
our allies are left to fend for themselves and 
we fought wars to fight back against com-
munism, now Russia is trying to wreck the 
democracies of the world and our elections. 
Nothing is done by this administration and 
the GOP to speak up. Germans in the 1930’s 
put all their faith in Hitler and how did that 

Green Bank’s battery storage proposal deserves our support
To the Editor:
The Connecticut Green Bank (a qua-

si-public entity devoted to achieving 
cleaner and more reliable energy for 
Connecticut) recently submitted a proposal 
to Connecticut’s Public Utilities Regulatory 
Authority (“PURA”) seeking approval of a 
program to incentivize home battery stor-
age for up to 10,000 Connecticut homes 
fitted with rooftop or ground-mounted pho-
tovoltaic solar panels. The idea behind the 
proposal is to move residential solar power 
to the next phase: battery storage for the 

energy produced by home solar systems. 
Participating homes would use the batter-
ies for emergency back-up power during 
power outages. (That could have come in 
handy recently!) 

Importantly, though, the batteries would 
also be used by the electrical grid to supply 
power to the broader public during hot 
summer days when power demand spikes 
and existing power plants struggle to keep 
up. Adding batteries to existing solar pan-
els helps realize the full potential of renew-
able solar energy and decreases reliance 

upon old and dirty fossil fuel utility plants 
and the need to build new ones. I urge read-
ers to check out the Green Bank’s proposal 
on its Web site and to e-mail PURA at pura.
executivesecretary@ct.gov with reference 
to Docket 17-12-03(RE09) to show support 
for this innovative approach to emergency 
power and modernization of the electrical 
grid.

Tom HugHes
easTford 

Mutual respect is a step in the right direction
To the Editor:
Boy, did they all come out of the woodwork 

last week. I’ve been wondering where you 
guys were. I’ll give my occasional sparring 
partner, Ann C. Rosebrooks, the nod because 
not once did she ever use the “T” word in 
her letter. She has my respect because she 
has what it takes to personally call me out 
if she feels the need. G. Leslie Sweetnam, 
mentioned “a collection of lies” in Villager 
letters, but I didn’t see any specific examples 
of where they were, and it’s definitely a one 
sided opinion not to think that “incententry 

insults” haven’t been pointed in both direc-
tions. I’ll agree that democrats do whatever, 
wherever, but these aren’t the democrats 
whose names you constantly see in the news. 
I’ll also say that I’ve more than proven that 
there are way too many democratic politi-
cians who are avoiding their sworn responsi-
bility by not doing their jobs. I won’t mention 
their names because that list would make a 
Donna Dufrense letter look like something 
that would fit on a business card! (And no 
offense to her was meant.) 

Rosati for State Representative
To the Editor:
Two quotes apply to this endorsement for 

Christine Rosati Randall: “All politics is 
local” and “By their works Ye shall know 
them.” Don’t let the Biden vs. Trump contest 
eclipse the local races; state reps have an 
immediate, long-lasting impact on Killingly 
and Plainfield. 

Those who voted for Anne Daupinais made 
an ill-informed choice. We need only look at 

their records to confirm who is working in 
our best interest and who is really an obstruc-
tionist (or, at least in one case, still acting 
like a pharmaceutical lobbyist), a person who 
sits in the middle of the path like a toad, vot-
ing no on constructive bills while promoting 
mean-spirited or harmful ones. Dauphinais 
voted against capping the price of insulin. 

The soul of a nation
To the Editor:
Plenty has been said about how we got 

here on the political slope which slants 
violently to the right and the left, and I 
don’t need to tell you there is a lot of rheto-
ric and propaganda on both sides by those 
who have adopted “The Culture Wars” as a 
way of life. But I find it more interesting to 
examine Thomas Moore’s quote from his 
book Care of the Soul: “… the root problem 
is that we have lost our wisdom about the 
soul, even our interest in it. We have today 
few specialists of the soul to advise us 
when we succumb to moods and emotional 
pain, or when as a nation we find ourselves 
confronting a host of threatening evils.” 
Thomas Moore, “Care of the Soul” (1994)

 Indeed, we do find ourselves con-
fronting a host of threatening evils. But 
we have been here before in America’s 

sullied past of conflict and violence which 
emerges during each paradigm shift in the 
social and material culture. Yet we always 
seem to pull ourselves up by the bootstraps 
and move forward, generation by genera-
tion. However, something feels different in 
these strident times. Perhaps it’s our obses-
sion with technology and social media, 
along with all the materialistic entrap-
ments which have caused us to go astray. 
Or the information overloads which tend 
to short-out our brain-scape, numbing our 
ability to listen to or see another point of 
view from the myopic mud in which we 
swim. 

Those with a conspiratorial obsession 
with the culture wars point fingers toward 
the 1960’s which ushered a parade of cul-
tural revolutions into the millennium. But 
what could have been more revolutionary 

than the righteous causes of the religious 
zealots and abolitionists of the 19th century 
who took on slavery? They too fought their 
battles in social media. They preached 
to the choir in their own magazines and 
newspapers, just as we do on Facebook. 
Often, they would duke it out in letters to 
the Editor of local and state-wide news-
papers. Thought and opinion may have 
moved slowly back then, given the tech-
nology at hand, but the fervor was just as 
ebullient as the rabid rants you encounter 
online and even at social gatherings.

So what makes the “threatening evils” 
of 2020 so different from those of the 1960’s 
or the 1830’s or 1776? I wonder if Thomas 
Moore was right when he said we lack the 
wisdom of the soul. Does America even 

NANCY WEISS
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Brendan BeruBe
ediTor

The flavors 
of fall

The first day of fall is upon us. Sept. 
23 will mark the first day it is socially 
acceptable to drink pumpkin and apple 
flavored coffee, doughnuts, bread and 
burn fall scented candles. Coffee shops 
and bakeries are already busting out 
the fall flavors. 

Pumpkin enthusiasts beware, on the 
flip side, there are several people who 
think it is too soon. A survey that posed 
the question, “When is it OK to start 
drinking and eating pumpkin?” pro-
duced the following responses: 

“Right now!”
“First day of fall.”
“I always strive for after Labor Day, 

but often start on July 12th.”
“I’m waiting until September 1st.”
 “After zucchini season.”
It is true, there are more people in 

New England who are holding on to 
every last bit of summer than those 
looking forward to fall. To those people, 
we get it. Some people refuse to swap 
their flip flops for boots until the first 
snow fall. The end of the summer sea-
son really isn’t so bad. With fall comes 
hearty crock pot recipes, crisp evenings, 
sweaters, boots, and Halloween. The 
closer to Halloween we get, the closer to 
snow, which means the ski resorts will 
soon be open for businesses. What could 
be better? 

Perhaps the best part about fall is 
foliage. The leaves are already changing 
and soon New England will be swarm-
ing with tourists, camera’s in tow. Peak 
foliage will hit during the last week of 
September through the first week of 
October. 

Within the next four weeks, tempera-
tures will drop drastically, with some 
hot days still sprinkled in for balance. 
The good news is, there is still plenty 
of time to sneak in a few more summer 
hikes, a kayak excursion on the lake, a 
few more backyard barbecues, or a day 
reading out on the hammock. 

The Old Farmer’s Almanac says of 
winter 2021, “Our long-range forecast 
is calling for a cold winter with normal 
to below-normal temperatures in areas 
from the Great Lakes and Midwest, 
westward through the Northern and 
Central Plains, and Rockies. Remember 
last year’s almost snow-free winter in 
the Northeast? Well, this year our pre-
diction is very different, with the pos-
sibility of a blizzard hitting the Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast states during 
the second week of February. This 
storm may bring up to one to two feet of 
snow to cities from Washington, D.C. to 
Boston, Massachusetts.”

So wether you’re still sipping pina 
coladas or drinking a pumpkin spiced 
latte while dreaming of jack-o-lanterns 
and the smell of wood stoves, this IS the 
perfect time of year for you. 

Letters to the editor may be e-mailed to brendan@villagernewspapers.com

Please include your place of residence and phone number for verification, not publication. Letters must be received 
by noon on Tuesdays.
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practice burn with them to learn first-
hand the dangers they face. She rode 
along on the snowplowing route with 
one of our Public Works employees. She 
also supported the efforts of 

our Police Department to become one 
of the first in the State to start using 
body cameras and become CALEA cer-
tified. I know she will be a strong and 
positive voice in the Senate in promot-
ing and influencing these issues and 
other matters important to the people of 
Eastern Connecticut. 

Anyone who has worked with Lisa 
knows the great energy and dedication 
she brings to whatever program she 
represents or position she holds. These 
qualities along with her ability to ably 
communicate her views, present rea-
sonable arguments, and offer compro-
mises and innovative solutions will not 
only well serve those of us in Eastern 
Connecticut but citizens throughout the 
State of Connecticut. 

I urge you to join with me and vote for 
Lisa Thomas. 

Joan Lewis
Coventry

LEWIS
continued from page    A8

have a soul? We know that there is a 
certain spirit which Americans flaunt 
around the world. After all, our nation 
was founded on the motto “The Spirit 
of 1776,” but what does that mean in the 
context of depth, wisdom and soulful-
ness? Not much. We tend to be a shal-
low, feisty and cranky lot as a nation, 
and even though we’ve been caught up 
in countless religious movements we 
are easily distracted by our material-
ism and politics. So what does it mean 
for a nation to have a soul, and how 
does it manifest itself when the waters 
are troubled?

I recently read an article about why 
conservative Christians are voting 
for Trump even though his charac-
ter and behavior are the antithesis of 
Christianity. The writer was a deeply 
conflicted soul still fighting the cru-
sades. In his eternal battle between 
good and evil, anyone who stands one 
degree to the left of Richard Nixon is 
a leftist communist. The thesis of his 
argument was that the righteous right 
needs a warrior like Trump, because 
they’ve tried everything else (digni-
ty, respect, civility) since the 1960’s. 
I’m sure this relic of McCarthyism 
and the John Birch Society believes 
that America lost its soul in the ‘60’s, 
and in his mind it’s a white, Christian 
soul, and doesn’t it piss people like 
him off when we embrace all religions? 
Perhaps he is right that Americans 
began to turn away from churches and 
institutions in the 60’s. I remember it 
as a time when America was turning 
away from the shallow materialism of 
their parents’ generation as they sought 
a deeper understanding of themselves 
and who we are as a nation. So, I don’t 
think America lost its soul in the ‘60’s. 

But we sure could use our own righ-
teous warrior to fight the good fight for 
racial and social justice.

If you turn back to the 1830’s, another 
rebellious generation which had reaped 
the harvest of their parents’ prosper-
ity was questioning authority. These 
children of the industrial revolution 
(another paradigm shift) defied the 
status quo and took the Constitution 
to heart in their arguments against 
slavery. During their quest to build a 
better America, they started newspa-
pers, communes, and joined religious 
movements that shook the rafters of 
the mainstream churches. They used 
the power of the pen, armed with such 
fanatical religious language it would 
raise more than a few eyebrows today. 
Like the 1960’s, these young people ini-
tiated the reform of prisons, education, 
women’s rights, and civil rights. They 
were driven by an internal set of prin-
ciples which they believed were God-
given and therefore more valid than 
the laws of man. It seems like their 
America had a soul, although the rest of 
America disagreed it was the right kind 
of soul. After all, slave holders used the 
Bible as a tool of repression in a feeble 
attempt to justify their own pact with 
evil.

I’m beginning to think that the 
American soul is a ping-pong match 
driven by economic ups and downs. 
The generations who have brought wis-
dom, change and evolution to America 
were the biproducts of the previous 
generation’s economic surge forward 
and the rise of the middle class. The 
generations who suffered the conse-
quences of economic recessions and 
depressions, tend to be more cautious 
and content with the status quo. They 
are not the risk-takers who will pull us 
forward. Out of necessity, they become 
shallow and materialistic – their brain 

is numbed by their biology and the need 
of survival. I suspect that these genera-
tions lack soul and fall back on the fun-
damentals of religion, that “inoculation 
against the real thing.” Soulfulness is 
too risky and requires a foundation of 
courage. It is up to their coddled and 
entitled children to venture into that 
frontier.

When you look at America as a series 
of uptrends and downtrends, you real-
ize that we have always had a soul, 
even if it is occluded or skips a gener-
ation or two. Wisdom, courage, spiri-
tuality, and an eye toward the future 
have pulled us out of the doldrums 
since the teetering beginnings of this 
democratic republic. The early colonies 
floundered for several generations as 
they tried to get their bearings and 
groundings on this new continent. But 
when tobacco, trade and shipping took 
hold it was game, set, and match for 
the next generation. Universities were 
built and with them came the “Age of 
Enlightenment” which influenced the 
founding fathers and gave them the 
intellectual courage and desire for a 
revolution. War-torn and reeling from 
too much change, America recessed in 
the late 18th and early 19th century. 
When the industrial revolution helped 
to build a wider middleclass, the chil-
dren of that generation were able to get 
a better education. Boarding schools for 
boys and girls flourished. Minds were 
opened and expanded. America was 
expanding and flourishing. 

It seems that the key to America’s 
soul has always been education. The 
early Puritans took to educating their 
daughters so that they could read the 
Bible and write letters. Little did they 
know that it would lead them to reading 
novels and newspapers which broad-
ened their minds and their yen for big-
ger horizons. If expansion of the mind 

is what leads America to her soul, then 
ignorance is what holds her back from 
the spiritual actualization of what she 
could be. Unfortunately, we suffer the 
burden of ignorance with each gener-
ation as those with a kind of perverse 
nostalgia disrupt progress and the 
trend toward the light, enlightenment 
and justice. It’s almost as if the lesser 
self of our body politic comes full force 
to do battle with the ever-progressive 
soul of a nation. You can see it in the 
venomous Trumpian spin and the rabid 
parroting of the right-wing nuts like 
Alex Jones and Rosh Limbaugh, who 
see themselves as culture warriors. 

If education truly is the seat of 
America’s soul, then we must take 
caution to protect this sacred tenet 
of the United States. To paraphrase 
Thomas Jefferson: A democratic repub-
lic requires an educated people. One 
of the first things on the to-do list in 
the dictator’s manual is to go after the 
schools. Every despot knows that an 
educated populace will become their 
undoing. So take caution, America, as 
Trump and his spin-machine contin-
ues to attack education on all levels: 
calling the intellectuals and educated 
populace, writers and the free press 
“elitists” with distain on his tongue; the 
republican agenda of privatizing pub-
lic schools; the underfunding of public 
schools; and undermining of teachers 
and professors are but a few examples. 
The poisonous cultivation of ignorance 
will eventually rob America of her 
soul. A soul requires enlightenment 
and forward motion. It cannot thrive in 
a hostile environment of anti-intellectu-
alism. We should be asking ourselves if 
we are selling America’s soul in order 
to earn a few political points.

Donna Dufresne
Pomfret

John A. Day, Jr doesn›t like «the over-
all tone of letters in support of Donald 
Trump,» but apparently the «hostile 
and angry» anti-Trump opinions are 
just fine in his mind. I can understand 
their expressed anger, but the police 
aren›t murdering, shooting, or harming 
any of my relatives because we›re smart 
enough not to put ourselves in that 
position. There is a saying that goes: «If 
you put yourself in harm›s way - harm 
may just come your way!» You mention 
that your Dad›s a cop, but you (and Mr. 
Sweetnam) failed to show any concern 
for the police who themselves are being 
murdered, shot and attacked. Of course, 
the RNC was all doom, gloom and fear 
mongering, but when you watched 
the DNC you no doubt clapped like a 
trained circus seal and squawked, Joe, 
Joe, Joe! And by the way, Mr. Etzel, the 
unemployment rate is now down to 8.4 
percent - and that has absolutely noth-
ing at all to do with “Obama efforts.”

I drive cars back and forth at my 
job, and many of my fellow drivers 
have been pulled over for minor traf-
fic violations and then let go without 
any repercussions. I myself was pulled 
over for speeding - by a female officer 
of color - but was let go with only a 
deserved scolding, and I’d say that was 
because my license is clean, I don’t have 
outstanding warrants against me, and 
especially because I don’t get snippy 
with the police. 

Last week, Portland Mayor Ted 
Wheeler had the condo where he›s liv-
ing attacked by the same scum that he 
was out in the streets protesting with 

- and it happened on his birthday! Now, 
he›s saying that he›s moving out to 
protect his neighbors - what a hypocrite 
- because obviously, in his narrow, “pin-
head” mind, the rest of Portland doesn’t 
need protection. I wouldn’t doubt that 
his condo association didn’t actually 
ask him to leave. We also now have the 
Pelosi hair salon scandal where she 
claims that she was “set up.” Both Rush 
Limbaugh and Jordan Levy had a field 
day with these stories, but of course 
liberal radio never mentioned them at 
all. Pelosi put herself in that position 
by going to an ordered, closed salon, 
but instead of accepting any responsi-
bility, she cowardly shifted the blame 
away from herself. I would have actu-
ally gained a smidgen of respect for her 
had she admitted that she just made a 
mistake. I only wonder why this jabloni 
didn’t just call the salon and arrange to 
have a hair stylist come to her home? 
And because of all this, protests have 
now reached the doorstep of the queen 
of the democratic party. But at least 
Pelosi will have a fresh hairdo if she 
ever has the decency to apologize to 
them. 

I feel just as badly about racial injus-
tice as the next guy, and it doesn’t seem 
that we’ve come all that far in solving 
the problem, but destruction and riot-
ing in the streets is definitely not the 
answer. Fact is that at my job, I deal 
with people of color, and with other 
ethnic groups on an almost daily basis. I 
treat them with respect, as they do with 
me - and I’d say that’s (at least) a step in 
the right direction. 

eD DeLuCa
north GrosvenorDaLe 

Coventry Lake Advisory and 
Monitoring Committee, proposed by 
the Coventry FPSP (Future Problem 
Solving Program) which she coached. 

In addition to her work on Coventry 
Lake, I am so appreciative of Thomas’s 
support for the Last Green Valley which 
spans a majority of the district. As 
an avid outdoors explorer, I am proud 
to support a candidate who has our 
region’s natural rich history and rural 

landscape in mind. Her support for this 
non-profit has helped with land conser-
vation, education, land appreciation, 
and more! 

With Thomas advocating for our 
region in Hartford, I have no doubt that 
she will fight for our forests, rivers, 
and more. It is my hope that others in 
the district will recognize her passion 
and how valuable this work is for us, in 
our rural location with many outdoors 
loving folks. 

meGan LunG
Coventry

LUNG
continued from page    A8

work for them and the rest of the world. 
He creates disharmony in the country 
and then tries to BS his way out. Law 
and disorder. You know when he is 
lying, simple when his lips move.

Trump stated recently that coronavi-
rus is coming to an end, ‘we are round-
ing the corner’ but what is around that 
corner is nothing but a speeding train. 
Mr. Deluca 186,000 people have died, 
scientists say that 300,00 by election day 
and maybe as many as 400,000 could be 
dead by the first of the year. Lack of 
leadership, federal government involve-
ment and help, only denial has been 
Trumps’ approach to the virus. These 
people are somebody’s mother, father, 
son, daughter, brother, sister, grandma 

and grandpa. This is sad and did not 
need to happen, after all, it will mag-
ically disappear. People are stressed, 
poorer, tired, worn out by this, many 
have lost their jobs, homes, businesses 
as well. If he only was not so concerned 
and worried about himself!!

Are we better off than we were four 
years ago. Now he calls people who 
served this country and provided the 
American way of life losers and stupid.

When does it get better?
Trivia question for all, name the busi-

ness/s or enterprise that Trump started 
or bought that has become a thriving, 
still existing and prosperous company?

I will give you time to think about 
that one.

DaviD Cassettari
KiLLinGLy

CASSETTARI
continued from page    A8

DUFRESNE
continued from page    A8

Rosati-Randall secured a $200K STEAP 
grant for a commercial water line 
and a $1 million grant for downtown 
Danielson. Dauphinais voted against 
tracking animal abusers. She voted 
against a contract giving low-wage care-
takers of the disabled a minimal raise. 
And while Dauphinais voted to increase 
teacher pension contributions by two 
percent, she then diverted the money 

to other accounts. That’s both unethical 
and hypocritical. 

Rosati Randall voted “yes” in 2015 for 
added state aid that would have lowered 
our property taxes, and she voted “no” 
in 2016 against a state budget that would 
have cut aid to towns. Christine Rosati 
Randall was working on exempting 100 
percent of Social Security from state 
income taxes. Send her back to the leg-
islature to finish her work. Go vote!

steven KrzywDa
KiLLinGLy

KRZYWDA
continued from page    A8

DELUCA
continued from page    A8

A life of accumulating stuff
I heard once that the first half of our 

life is spent accumulating things, while 
the second half is getting rid of those 
very same things. In our case, time has 
been more heavily weighted to accu-
mulation, while getting rid of them has 
been a more sudden and quicker event.

As most of you know, we are at a 
time and age where we are downsiz-
ing. We’ve spent the last 26 years in an 
exceptionally large home on forty acres 
and are downsizing into a significantly 
smaller place. The move requires that 
we sell, donate, give away or dump, 
eighty percent or more of our belong-
ings. In the beginning, the thought 
sounded arduous and painful, but it has 
been quite the opposite. It has been a 
“freeing” experience. It has lightened 
our load and relieved a fair amount of 
pressure.

As we’ve sorted through forty-five 
years of marriage in boxes of our belong-
ings, I wonder why we ever bought most 
of it to begin with. It’s as if we were on 
a search for meaning in things, that we 
later found to be meaningless. I believe 
I bought things to make myself feel 

better and when I didn’t ... 
I bought more. The more I 
bought, the more of a bur-
den it became, so to relieve 
the stress ... I bought more. 
I think it’s a vicious cycle 
that most of us go through. 
We all become burdened at 
some point with boxes of 
stuff. We either deal with it or leave it 
all to our kids to deal with after we are 
gone.

So, we decided to have an estate sale, 
which turned out to be the right choice 
for us. It went well and I’m guessing 
half our stuff sold. It was an interesting 
experience. I thought I’d be able to hang 
around, greet people, answer questions 
... but I was wrong. An hour before 
the sale began, George, the owner of 
Cait’s, the estate sale company, asked 
me where I was going during the sale. 
I responded that I planned on staying 
and he began emphatically shaking his 
head and said, “No. You cannot be here. 
Go hang out with a neighbor or find 
another place to be.” 

It was a mixture of feeling insulted 

and hurt. It was my stuff, 
in my house! How could 
he tell me to leave? Arlene 
looked at me and smiled. 
“He didn’t want to see you 
holding on to someone’s 
ankle as they drag you out 
the door, while you are cry-
ing and pleading, ‘please 

don’t take my stuff!’ 
“You think I’d do that?” I asked. 
“It didn’t take long for him to figure 

you out.” She took me by the hand and 
pulled me towards the door. “Let’s not 
stay and find out.”

We got in the car and instead of 
leaving, parked under a tree near the 
entrance to the property and watched 
people come in and later leave with our 
stuff. It wasn’t a sad experience but just 
an odd sense of curiosity. Why did they 
want that? Where are they taking it? 
What will they do with it?

The next day was different. I decided 
to hide in the bedroom and stay close, 
but my personality and curiosity didn’t 
allow me to stay in hiding long. I slowly 
ventured out and had a fun time greet-

ing friends, meeting new people, and 
seeing smiles on faces as I watched our 
‘stuff’ bring joy to others.

I also smiled, knowing someday, 
sooner or later, that same stuff may 
be in someone else’s estate sale as they 
wonder, “why on earth did I buy this?”

My advice, for whatever it’s worth 
... Don’t put your faith and happiness 
in material things. They eventually 
end up being burdensome and rarely 
deliver the expected pleasure. First and 
foremost, look to a higher source. For 
me, that is in Jesus. For you it may be 
something different. Then, find your 
earthly joy and satisfaction in family 
and dear friends. 

Stuff ... is just stuff. I don’t miss any 
of it.

Neither will you.

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking



Establish winter habitats for backyard animals
Preparing a property for win-

ter involves putting away lawn 
furniture, raking leaves and 
removing any annual plants 
that have shriveled up and 
spent the last of their energy. 
It can be tempting to want to 
clean up completely and leave 
a blank slate in the yard. But 

by doing so, you may be rob-
bing wildlife of the resources 
they need to overwinter.

The nature and conservation 
resource In Habitat says plants 
and animals depend on one 
another to survive. During the 
winter, animals may struggle 
to find adequate shelter and 

food, especially when there is 
a lack of sufficient plant mat-
ter available. In turn, these 
animals may actually take 
up home in people’s residenc-
es, turning into pests in the 
process. Bats, field mice and 
even opossums and raccoons 
may move indoors into attics 
or basements, leaving behind 
waste and damage if they can’t 
find adequate shelter outdoors. 

Homeowners concerned 
about potential pest infesta-
tions can take steps to ensure 
animals have places to bed 
down and escape the cold in 
their yards this winter. These 
tips can help local wildlife 
when the temperatures dip.

• Leave parts of the yard 
wild. Animals can make a nest 

in leaves or piles of brushwood. 
Just make sure piles left out 
are away from the home so 
curious critters don’t try to get 
inside. Leave the task of tidy-
ing up shrubs and garden bor-
ders until spring, as shrubs can 
be dense areas to hide for both 
insects and animals. 

• Consider planting animal 
food sources prior to winter. 
Plants like elderberry, holly, 
mulberry, sumac, and crabap-
ple will grow in colder months 
and animals can enjoy them as 
a vital food staple. 

• Don’t forget water sources. 
Provide access to fresh water 
and replace as needed if the 
water freezes. For homeown-
ers with fish ponds in their 
backyards, use a hot pot to melt 

a hole in the top of the pond 
and allow gases that have accu-
mulated underneath to escape. 
This allows oxygen to reach 
fish and frogs in the pond.

• Leave bird, squirrel or bat 
houses in the yard. This is a 
fun and crafty project that can 
ward off winter boredom while 
also providing a safe place for 
local wildlife to shelter in win-
ter.

Animals and insects need 
some extra help staying com-
fortable when cool tempera-
tures arrive. Leaving some 
clean-up tasks for the spring 
ensures that there are plenty of 
backyard habitats available to 
local wildlife. 

Leave some wild areas of the backyard so animals can roost safely during the winter.
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To place an 
In-Memoriam, 

Card of Thanks,
Birthday or  

Anniversary Greeting,  
in the  

Villager Newspapers
the deadline is Monday at noon 

for that week.

Ad prices are $15 for a 2x3 (actual size 2.4” x 3”) 
or $25 for a 3x4 (3.7” X 4”) or 4x3 (5” x 3”). 
You can add a photo at no additional cost. 

To send by mail, please mail to 
Villager Newspapers

P.O. Box 90 
Southbridge, MA 01550

Personal checks, Visa, Master Card, Discover and 
AMEX are accepted. 

For more information, 
please call 508-909-4126

or email 
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news 

and she’ll be happy to help! 

OBITUARIES
Cathy “Cat” Beauregard

Cathy “Cat” Beauregard passed away 
in the arms of her brother Robert on 
September 1, 2020, in Danbury, CT, 
after a 2-year battle with cancer. Cathy 

was born on October 
19, 1958, in Norwich, 
CT, to Charles A. 
Beauregard, Sr., and 
Rita G. Beauregard 
of Killingly, CT. Her 
parents predeceased 
her. Cathy grew up 
in Killingly, CT, and 
lived in Bethel, CT, 

for many years. Cathy is survived 
by her four older siblings and their 
spouses, Joseph Beauregard (Pauline) 
of Brooklyn, CT, Charles Beauregard 
(Charlotte) of Ocala, FL, Robert 
Beauregard (Sandra) of Killingly, 
CT, and Janet Beauregard (Frank) of 
Clifton, VA, and many extended family 
members and friends. Cathy was bless-
ed with a loving family and a diverse, 
multi-generational circle of friends. 
Many cold winter evenings were spent 
with those friends gathered around 
her wood stove. Two of Cathy’s closest 

and most loyal friends, Meg Montanaro 
and Mike Gilroy, were with her during 
some of her most challenging times 
during her final months and spent the 
night with her before she passed. Meg 
and Mike offered her their unwavering 
support throughout her illness. 

Cathy was a 1976 graduate of Killingly 
High School, a 1987 graduate of the CT 
Institute of Art and a 2004 graduate 
of the prestigious New York Botanical 
Gardens School of Professional 
Horticulture. She was a member of the 
Federated Garden Clubs of America, 
lecturing regularly on a variety of top-
ics to garden clubs throughout New 
England. 

Cathy loved nature and the outdoors 
since early childhood. She spent hours 
outdoors in her parents’ yard exploring 
plants, flowers, bugs and her mother’s 
vegetable gardens. She even had her 
very own worm farm where she sold 
dozens to local fishermen to make some 
extra “pin money”. Many summers 
Cathy would set up a tent on the side 
of her parents’ house so she could lie 
outside without getting eaten by mos-

quitos just so she could listen to the 
crickets and katydids, and watch the 
thousands of fire flies zoom by the tent 
windows. On many clear nights in the 
summer and fall, she would lie flat on 
a big rock in her parents’ yard to gaze 
up at the night sky to study the stars 
and constellations. She shared a few 
of those precious nights with her niece 
and nephews when they were young. 

 Given Cathy’s passion for the earth, 
it was no surprise to Cathy’s family 
and friends when she left a 20-year 
career as a graphic artist and designer 
to become a horticulturist. Cathy built 
her own business, Beau’s Bouquets and 
Horticulture Therapy Gardens, later 
renaming it Beauregard Horticultural 
Services, where she serviced both small 
residential gardens and large estates in 
the Fairfield, Westchester and Dutchess 
Counties of CT and NY. She was a firm 
believer in organic gardening and was 
accredited by NOFA. Cathy loved her 
work and said she felt “one with earth” 
when gardening and working in the 
dirt. 

Anyone who knew Cathy was amazed 

by her boundless energy. Many may 
remember her excitement about single 
handedly planting 10,000 bulbs on a 
private estate where she worked and 
the pride she had when the following 
Spring there was an explosion of color 
throughout the property. Her favor-
ite flowers were roses, hydrangeas 
and Rose of Sharon, in that order. She 
had many interests besides her work, 
including art, photography, movies, 
music and travel. She travelled to many 
places, including Europe, Australia, 
New Zealand, Turkey and throughout 
the U.S. from California to Florida, 
her favorite place being the New York 
Botanical Gardens.   

Cathy embraced the joie de vivre. 
She cared little for material things. Her 
biggest joy came from people, nature 
and the little surprises of everyday 
life. Cathy was loved by many and she 
will be dearly missed. A Celebration of 
Cathy’s Life will be held at a later date. 
In Cathy’s memory, plant a tree, grow 
a garden or be a friend to someone in 
need. 

725 AUTOMOBILES
1968 FORD  

T/BIRD LANDAU
2dr. 429 Engine, 
91k miles. well  

maintained. Excellent
condition, clean,

garage kept.
$12,000

860-774-8624

010 FOR SALE
COLLECTABLES

FOR SALE
kitchen canister sets-1940’s 

set.10 made in Germany. 
1960’s set 6 matching  
pitcher and bowls from 

London & Portugal. German
beer steins-oil lanterns.
call 860-774-1871

010 FOR SALE

QUALITY
bicycles, pictures, 

 crystal wine glasses, 
porcelain dolls, figurines, 
lawn mowers, bookcases 

and girls toys for sale
CALL: 

860-204-6264

010 FOR SALE

VERMONT CASTINGS
WOOD STOVE

Black enamel model 
vigilent

Great condition.
CALL

 508-943-5352

725 AUTOMOBILES
VEHICLES FOR SALE 
1999 F150 118k miles. 4x4 
single cab stepside capt. 
chairs. Loaded Red with Cap 
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed 
loaded with plow. Low mile-
age. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

550 MOBILE HOMES
Trailer For Sale w/enclosed 
porch located at Indian 
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13. 
Completely furnished, All 
appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, Over/
under Wash/dry, AC/Heat. 
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4578

010 FOR SALE
CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL
With Lens and Flash

52 mm UV 35 mm 52 mm
Zoom II

62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773
Asking $150.00

OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

010 FOR SALE

1 Year old 
black

Amana Stove 
$300.00

860-928-0773

725 AUTOMOBILES

FOR SALE:
1997 BMW 528i 

96k $5000 or BO, 
2001 Cadillac Eldo 

$2350,
1997 Cadillac Concours  

$1800
Call: 508-344-0732

725 AUTOMOBILES

CAR PARTS 
for l956/55: 56 Buick
specialconv. chrome,  

dash brd,  
tail-light assembly,  

bumpers, toplift cylinder,
carburator, trim, etc.

860-315-7395

295 BUILDING SUPPLIES

COPPER PIPING
used not for domestic 

water various sizes and 
lengths, ridge vent, used 
counter tops, used plate 
picture windows in wood 
frame, hardwood flr’ing ,
flr tile 12x12, make appt.

508-344-0732
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Town of Thompson
Invitation to Bid 

on the Purchase of 
1395 Riverside Real Property

The Board of Selectman of the Town 
of Thompson, per Town ordinance 10-
014, hereby provides notice that the 
Town is soliciting bids for the purchase 
and sale of an 1.3 +/- acre parcel of real 
estate owned by the Town known as 
1395 Riverside Drive in North Grosve-
nordale, CT and shown on Assessor’s 
map 56 Block 61 Lot 2.
Sealed bids in the form of a proposed 
purchase and sale agreement at a min-
imum purchase price of $30,000 will be 
accepted at the office of the First Se-
lectman, 815 Riverside Drive, PO Box 
899, North Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
until Oct. 2, 2020 at 1 pm. Bids must be 
in a sealed envelope with a notation of 
Sealed Bid – 1395 Riverside Drive on 
the envelope
Sealed bids will be opened on October 
6, 2020 at the 7:00 p.m. Board of Se-
lectmen meeting, or at another Board 
of Selectmen meeting. Award of con-

tract shall be made, if at all, to the high-
est, responsible and qualified bidder. 
The Town of Thompson reserves the 
right to accept or reject any and all bids, 
or any part thereof, to waive defects 
in same, or to accept any proposal it 
deems to be in the Town’s best interest. 
The Town of Thompson reserves the 
right to negotiate with any bidder prior 
to award. The Town may make investi-
gations to the extent it deems neces-
sary in order to determine the bidder’s 
qualification. To that end, the Town of 
Thompson reserves the right to award 
this contract, if at all, to a bidder other 
than the highest bidder.
Information on the property is available 
on the Town website www.thommp-
sonct.org and at the First Selectmen’s 
Office.
September 11, 2020

TOWN OF THOMPSON
On August 31,2020 the following wet-
lands agent approval was issued: Ap-
plication # WAA20035 approved with 
conditions, Kenneth Weiss, 0 Thomp-

son Rd. (Assessor’s map 116, block 
24, lot 56A-1), new single family home, 
septic system and driveway.
Marla Butts, Wetlands Agent
September 11, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Linda H. O’Malley (20-
00304) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, August 25, 2020, ordered that 
all claims must be presented to the fi-
duciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Alysia Casiano, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Marjorie Chase, 124 Wagher Road, 
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255
September 11, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Grace H. Landry, AKA 
Grace Bridget Landry (20-00303) The 
Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge of the Court 
of Probate, District of Northeast pro-
bate Court, by decree dated, August 
24, 2020, ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary at the ad-
dress below. Failure to promptly pres-
ent any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim.

Alysia Casiano, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
G. David Landry, 
35 Fremont Street, Putnam, CT 06260
September 11, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF John W Kirchner (20-
00256) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, September 1, 2020, ordered 
that all claims must be presented to the 
fiduciary at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recov-
er on such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Suzanne Kirchner 
c/o BETH A STEELE, DlFRANCESCA 

& STEELE, 811 BOSWELL AVE, 
P.O. BOX 548, NORWICH, CT 06360 
September 11, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Michael G. Labelle (20-
00311) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, August 28, 2020, ordered that 
all claims must be presented to the fi-
duciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Alysia Casiano, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Bayley Sellers and Heidi Hudson,
c/o TRACIE L MOLINARO, ST ONGE 
& BROUILLARD,  
50 RTE. 171, WOODSTOCK, CT 
06281, (860)928-0481
September 11, 2020

TOWN OF KILLINGLY 
METERED USE ROAD ASSESS-

MENT 
LEGAL NOTICE

Payments will be received in the Reve-
nue Office, 172 Main Street Killingly CT 
06239, as follows; Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 9-4pm Tuesday 9-5pm Friday 
9-11.
The first installment metered use and 
installment of benefit road assessment 
is due September 1, 2020. If payment 
is not received on or before OCTOBER 
1, 2020 the installment becomes delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate 
of 18% per annum, 1 ½% per month or 
any fraction of a month, from the due 
date. A minimum of $2.00 interest will 
be charged for each delinquent tax bill 
and installment. 
Please visit our website for full details 
and online payments www.killinglyct.
gov.
Dated at Killingly this 19th, day of Au-
gust 2020
Patricia Monahan CCMC
Revenue Collector for the 
Town of Killingly
August 28, 2020
September 11, 2020
September 25, 2020

LEGALS

Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

10% discounts  
on the following cuts:

Bone-In Ribeye
Short Ribs

All Beef Roasts
Hamburger

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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