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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

NEWS STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — Last 

week’s groundbreak-
ing ceremony at David 
Prouty High School was 
far more than a commu-
nity celebration—it was a 
summit that took decades 
of tireless work to reach.  

On the morning of Sept. 
8, with the steady rumbles 
and clanks of construc-
tion equipment heard in 

the distance, the school 
community gathered tri-
umphantly at the top of 
the hill behind DPHS. The 
event brought together 
SEBRSD members, stu-
dents, local leaders, and 
state officials to thank 
everyone who made 
Prouty’s addition-renova-
tion project possible.

“Today is for the stu-
dents and the two com-
munities that have 

worked so hard in getting 
us to this place,” said 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 
Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “David Prouty 
High School has always 
been a source of tremen-
dous pride for our com-
munities, students, and 
alumni.”

The DPHS Building 
Committee has contrib-
uted countless volunteer 

hours throughout the pro-
cess of seeking the need-
ed votes for the project 
and then preparing for 
the construction phase. 
This past summer, the 
first major component 
of the multi-year project 
was completed when the 
DPHS gym building was 
demolished.

Additional items will 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

NEWS STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — With an eager crowd of student-ath-

letes looking on, officials completed one of the final 
steps in the transition from the former Becker College 
to the new Leicester High School.  

It’s been a year since LHS students began attending 
classes at the former college campus, but not all fac-
ets of Becker departed immediately upon its closure. 
Plenty of remnants can still be found sprinkled across 
campus, though one of the more salient vestiges was 
replaced last week during a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Surrounded by 400 guests at the Sept. 5 ceremony, 
officials celebrated the transition of the turf field logo 
from the Becker Hawk to the LHS Wolverine. The 
event also included the unveiling of the newly built 
Snack Shack.

“It was awesome to see the Leicester school com-
munity come together to support our new turf logo 
and the new Snack Shack,” said Leicester Public 
Schools Superintendent Brett Kustigian.  “The spirit 
and enthusiasm from our sports teams was off the 
charts. This event never would have happened without 
the countless volunteers and support of the communi-
ty.”

Comprised of dedicated volunteer parents, the LHS 
Turf Committee secured $50,000 for the project from 
community donations, business contributions, and 
grants. The funds not only allowed for the installment 
of the new center field logo, but they were also used 
to purchase a new scoreboard, signage, and the Snack 
Shack. 

School officials thank LHS Turf Committee Chair 
Jennifer Parissi-Forti and her team for their hard 
work throughout the process, which culminated with 
the Sept. 5 ribbon cutting program.

“It was an incredible evening of celebration as our 
families and school community gathered to honor 
all our athletes of the Leicester Public Schools,” 
said School Committee Chair Donna McCance. “It 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

NEWS STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Local 

first responders joined 
Leicester Middle School 
students for a program of 
remembrance on Sept. 11. 

Highlighted by perfor-
mances from the school’s 
Symphonic Band, the 
event honored first 
responders as the nation 
observed the 22nd anni-
versary of the September 
11, 2001 terror attacks.

Organized by LMS 
music teacher Kristina 
Looney, the program pro-
vided a chance for the 
school community to per-
sonally thank local first 
responders for their daily 
efforts to keep the town 
safe.

“It’s important to honor 
first responders on 9/11 

Simply being a triplet 
with an identical sister 
and brother is enough to 
make a person standout. 
But Nadia Sukharev is 
also a talented artist will-
ing to put herself “out 
there” by contributing her 
creative ability to raise 
money for the restoration 
of the North Brookfield 
Town House. When 
asked why she spent a 
good part of the summer 
before her senior year at 
North Brookfield Junior/
Senior High School paint-
ing a portrait of the icon-
ic white building in the 
center of her town, Nadia 
answered that painting 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

NEWS STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — 

Whether Cara Brindisi 
is singing on the nation-
al stage or right here in 
central Massachusetts, 
she always delivers a per-
formance to remember. 
Most recently, she wowed 
guests at the Senior 
Center as part of her local 
summer tour.

Brindisi, a singer-song-
writer who competed on 
NBC’s “The Voice” last 
fall, always enjoys vis-
iting her hometown of 
Worcester and surround-
ing communities. On Sept. 
5, she performed a special 
concert for a packed house 
at the Senior Center.

“What a personality this 

Leicester athletics 
enjoy ribbon 

cutting ceremony

With new school in sight, 
officials attend groundbreaking 

ceremony at David Prouty

Kevin Flanders photo

Officials lead a groundbreaking ceremony at David Prouty High School.

Courtesy photos

Officials and students celebrate the completion of the new 
Wolverine Snack Shack. Courtesy photo.

Leicester Middle School students, 
plus first responders, on hand for 
Sept. 11 remembrance program

Courtesy photo

Leicester Middle School students honor local first responders during a ceremony marking the 
anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terror attacks.

Nadia Sukharev paints the 
North Brookfield Town House

Courtesy photos

Nadia Sukharev

Brindisi, of ‘The Voice’ fame, brings 
her talents to Leicester Senior Center

Courtesy photos

Nationally acclaimed singer Cara Brindisi recently performed 
at the Leicester Senior Center.

Turn To PROUTY page  A18

Turn To SUKHAREV page  A10 Turn To BRANDISI page  A12

Turn To 9/11 page  A18 Turn To LEICESTER page  A18
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Brookfield Cultural Council now 
accepting grant applications

BROOKFIELD — The Brookfield Cultural Council is now accepting grant applications.  
Information on the grants is available online at www.massculturalcouncil.org. The deadline for applying is Oct. 17.
Organizations, schools, and individuals are invited to apply for grant funding for events and programs that will benefit the 

Brookfield community.

The Brookfield Cultural Council is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth.  

The LCC Program is the largest grassroots cultural funding source in the nation, supporting thousands of community-based 
projects in the arts, sciences, and humanities each year.  

The state legislature provides an annu-
al appropriation to the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency which 
then allocates funds to each community.

SPENCER— The 
Spencer Parks 
& Recreation 
Commission  2023 
Summer Concert 
Series  concludes from 
2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
September 17 at Powder 
Mill Park, corner 
Smithville and Meadow 
Roads, Spencer with the 
Love Dogs.

Take one red-hot horn 
section, add liberal 
amounts of barrelhouse 
boogie-woogie piano, 
stinging Fender gui-
tar, a funky and swing-
ing rhythm section 
that Blues Review maga-
zine called “the best in the 
business”, and top it all 
off with a crazy and char-
ismatic front man with 
one of the biggest blues 
voices around and you’ve 

got the Love Dogs. The 
band is seasoned with 
years on the road tearing 
up juke joints, concert 
halls and festivals, while 
releasing four critically 
acclaimed CDs. It’s a rec-
ipe for music, mayhem, 
intensity and irrever-
ence. It’s the Love Dogs.

The concert series 
is proudly sponsored 
by Cornerstone Bank. 
Cornerstone Bank is an 
independent, mutual sav-
ings bank serving the res-
idents, businesses, and 
communities throughout 
Central Massachusetts 
from offices in Charlton, 
Holden, Leicester, 
Rutland, Southbridge, 
Spencer, Sturbridge, 
Warren, Webster and 
Worcester.

508-885-3861
16 Hastings Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

mdgurkphd3@verizon.net

Healthy Mind  
Healthy Family

Licensed psychologist provider
Licensed marriage and family therapist

40+ YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPENCER 
AREA FAMILIES, ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE NEW FLEXIBLE
AND OPEN SCHEDULE

Dr. Mitchell D. Gurk Ph.D.
BCPC
DplmtMost insurance accepted

Celebrating 40 + years in business!

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Fall Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or 
visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Treasures of Egypt  
February 29-March 11, 2024

 America’s Music Cities April 14-21, 2024

Reflections of Italy  May 22-32, 2024

Spotlight on Washington, DC May 23-28, 2024

Iceland: Land of Fire & Ice  July 21-30, 2024
 Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country 

 July 23-August 2, 2024

Shades of Ireland  September 18-27, 2024

Treasures of Turkey November 2-17, 2024

Sunday September 17th 
8am-1pm

45th Antique and 
Classic Bicycle Show

Bring your bikes for
 free appraisal,

 cash buyers on hand
929 Riverside Dr. Rt 12

North Grosvenordale 
(Thompson, CT)

Admission free, vendor space 
available. 

800-336-2453 for info

FOR SALE LAWN 
EQUIPMENT- 

LIKE NEW
• Toro 22” cut recycler, 

gas powered lawn 
mower

• Echo gas powered 
trimmer

•Echo gas powered leaf 
blower

Best offer 508-764-4962

• LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL*  • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

*See store for details.  Copyright 2022 Sealy, Inc.  All rights reserved.

SPECIAL SAVINGS
Sealy®

Carrington Chase
Bardsley

Firm Queen mattress only.

$399*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Wensley
Cusion Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$649*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Stoneleigh
Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$899*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Northpointe
Plush Pillowtop
Queen mattress only.

$999*

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

Love Dogs to close Spencer Summer 
Concert Series Sept. 17

Courtesy photo

The Love Dogs

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Parade route, 
road closings 
announced in 

Brookfield
BROOKFIELD — Officials have 

announced the 350th Anniversary 
Parade route and road closings.

The event will take place on Sept. 17. 
The staging area will be set up on the 
west end of Mill Street and the Highway 
Barn, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  

The parade will start at 12 p.m.
Departing Mill Street, the parade will 

run up Pleasant Street to Central Street, 
then turn onto Route 9 and eventually 
Common Street. 

Judges will be stationed in front of 
Town Hall.  The parade will proceed 
right on Pleasant Street and head back 
to the Highway Barn.

Mill Street will be closed beginning at 
10:30 a.m.

  
Once the parade gets to the end of 

Central Street, traffic on Route 9 will 
detour onto Maple Street until the 
parade ends.

Once the parade starts, Pleasant Street 
and Central Street will be closed to traf-
fic. 

 
Local residents and drivers are asked to 
plan their routes accordingly.

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Celebrate upcoming 
North Brookfield 

Elementary Back to 
School Night

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Students and families are 
invited to celebrate the upcoming North Brookfield 
Elementary School Back to School Night with several 
community partners.

Set for Wednesday, Sept. 20, from 6-8 p.m., the event 
is a valuable resource for families as they help their 
children transition to an array of new beginnings. 

“This event is a fantastic opportunity for our com-
munity to come together and support our students and 
families as they embark on a new school year,” read a 
statement released by North Brookfield Public Schools 
Interim Superintendent Tim McCormick.

The event will feature several health-
care providers and organizations from 
throughout the community. Attendees 
will greet guests and introduce them to 
a range of services and resources offered 
to families and students.

Additional activities, programs, and 
offerings will be provided at vendors’ 
tables throughout the event.

“Thank you for your dedication to our 
community’s wellbeing, and we look for-
ward to seeing you on September 20 at 
North Brookfield Elementary School,” 
Superintendent McCormick’s statement 
read.

To learn more about the event and its 
offerings, contact the NBES main office.

CHARLTON — Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy Director, 
Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
completed her 11th year 
as a volunteer for the Pan 
Mass Challenge (PMC, 
www.pmc.org) helping 
those who raise funds 
for Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute in Boston.

In August 2012, 
Bolandrina, and her fam-
ily, (all of Douglas), hus-
band Joseph, daughter 
Lilly, and son Max, first 
volunteered for PMC. 

 “I was initially with 
the Medical tent,” said 
Bolandrina, “because 
of my nursing back-
ground.” The following 
year, she joined her chil-
dren Lilly and Max under 
the big white tent as vol-
unteers for the dessert 
table for all the riders. 
Joseph is a volunteer for 
bike parking. The fol-
lowing year, Gretheline 
became the signs and sup-
plies coordinator at the 
Provincetown Inn finish 
line and eventually at the 
Monument Finish line 
at Provincetown, MA. 
To coordinate signs and 
supplies, she is in contact 
with all crew leaders 90, 
60 and 30 days before the 
event and completes an 
onsite visit at PMC head 
quarters in Needham. 

According to 
Gretheline, the 
Bolandrina family volun-
teers for PMC because of 
family and close family 
friends who are cancer 
warriors or survivors. 
Close to their hearts is 
Rita Thorne of Acton. 
Thorne, a close family 
friend passed away early 
this year of a rare intra-
hepatic cholangiocarci-
noma (bile duct cancer) 
and Chronic Myeloid 
Leukemia (CML). Thorne 
was a cancer warrior 
and inspiration to her 
many followers as she 
bravely shared her jour-
ney through Chemo. 
Gretheline said, “Rita’s 
strength throughout her 
fight with cancer was 
incredible! She was a 
role model who showed 
us how to be graceful, 
philanthropic, kind, 
empathetic, confident 
and memorable. Rita was 
a pillar of the Filipino 
American community 
in New England and a 
dedicated volunteer for 
the Bay Path Practical 

Nursing Academy.” 
About PMC: The Pan-

Mass Challenge is a 
Massachusetts-based 
bike-a-thon that raises 
more money for charity 
than any other single ath-
letic fundraising event 
in the country. Always 
held the first weekend in 
August, the PMC raises 
funds for Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, a world 
leader in 
adult and 
p e d i a t -
ric can-
cer treat-
ment and 
research. 
Each sum-
mer, thou-
sands of 
riders and 
volunteers 
from 43 
states and 
12 coun-
tries par-
ticipate in 
the PMC, 
all with a 
c o m m o n 
goal: to 
find a cure 

for cancer.100 percent 
of all rider-raised funds 
go directly to cancer 
research and treatment 
at Dana-Farber and the 
Jimmy Fund. The PMC 
is Dana-Farber’s single 
largest supporter and is 
more than 60 percent of 
the Jimmy Fund’s annual 
revenue. Since 1980, the 
PMC has raised $900 mil-
lion for Dana-Farber.

Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy Director serving  

11 years as PMC Volunteer

Courtesy photo

Gretheline Bolandrina

PROMOTION ENDS September 27, 2023

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 09/27/23

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

2013 Dutchmen 
Aspen Trail 

Travel Trailer 
Model 2910RLS 

$8500.00
Call 508-943-7100 

Privacy Hedge!
6 ft arborvitae (reduced $125)

Free installation free delivery

A grade! Order now for fall  

delivery. Limited supply.

lowcosttrees.com

518-536-1367

Sturbridge Hills 
Condominium  
 Community 

Yard Sale
                                                                                

Saturday , September 23, 2023 
9AM to 1:00PM 

Rain Date: 09/24/2023

Charlton City United Methodist 
Church 

Sept 16, 2023 5:00 to 7:00PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tasty pork roast dinner with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, mixed vegetables, apple 
sauce, and homemade peach cobler.   
$15.00 for adults, $7.00 for children 7-14, 
under 5 free.   $50.00 max per family.  Get 
your reservations in early.  Limited 
quantities.  Phone for reservations or order 
take out.  508-248-7379  74 Stafford St, 
Charlton City, MA. CC-UMC.org 

TOWN OF SPENCER- SEWER DEPARTMENT 
Operations & Maintenance Technician:  Assist in the operation and maintenance of a Municipal 
Sewer System including Laboratory analyses, equipment maintenance, scheduled weekend rotation, 
collections system maintenance, respond to emergency calls, record keeping, and filing.  The position 
requires a high school diploma or general education degree (GED), and/or related experience working 
in wastewater treatment plants with three years of experience performing equipment and plant main-
tenance, or an equivalent combination of education and experience.  Grade 4 Municipal Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Operator’s License is preferred or ability to obtain within a time period set by Sewer 
Commissioners and Superintendent.
Submit application letter, resume and standard Town application form, available atwww.spencerma.
gov to Town of Spencer, Human Resources Department, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562.  Open 
until filled. Reviews begin immediately.  Subject to Union Rules and Regulations.  EEO Employer.
Posted: Town Hall, WWTP, Water, Police, Fire, Highway & Library Bulletin Boards
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WORCESTER — To launch 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
in September, the second annual Police 
vs. Fire Baseball Classic, presented by 
Country Bank at Polar Park on Sunday, 
August 27, raised $15,750 for Why Me & 
Sherry’s House, a Worcester nonprofit 
that provides resources and support 
to children battling cancer and their 
families.

The Worcester Police Officers defeat-
ed the Worcester Firefighters 14–3 in 
nine innings.

As the home team, the Worcester Fire 
Department selected Why Me & Sherry’s 

House to benefit from this year’s event 
in honor of retired Fire Captain Mark 
Wyco, who lost his daughter Bridget to 
childhood cancer in 1996.

After the game, the Worcester Red 
Sox and Country Bank presented the 
check for $15,750 to Rebecca Kuczarski, 
the Executive Director of Why Me & 
Sherry’s House.  

They also presented the 2023 Paul 
Scully Most Valuable Player Award to 
Officer Ty Sterner, a southpaw who 
allowed just two hits and one run in six 
innings pitched. The Worcester native, 
who has served in the Worcester Police 

Department for two 
years, was drafted 
by the Cincinnati 
Reds in the 23rd 
round of the 2014 
Major League 
Baseball June 
Amateur Draft 
from the University 
of Rhode Island.  
However, a pair of 
Tommy John sur-
geries cut his pro-
fessional baseball 
career short.

As the M.V.P., 
Officer Sterner 
won a Country 
Bank jersey, four 
V.I.P. tickets to a 
future WooSox 
game—at which he 

will be honored with the opportunity to 
throw a Ceremonial First Pitch—and a 
gift card to The Mercantile Restaurant.

“There was an extraordinary feeling 
at this year’s event,” said Dr. Charles A. 
Steinberg, President of the Worcester 
Red Sox and the WooSox Foundation.  
“Our first responders are the heart and 
soul of Worcester, and we believe this 
friendly but competitive game will con-
tinue to grow into a civic treasure.  We 
thank our friends and founding part-
ners at Country Bank for collaborating 
with us yet again on what has become 
one of the most fun—and impactful—
events of the year.”

“Country Bank is honored to partner 
with the Worcester Red Sox Foundation 
in presenting the Police vs. Fire game,” 
said Paul Scully, President and CEO of 
Country Bank. “We have been a long-
time supporter of the Police and Fire 
Departments across the many mar-
kets we serve. The critical work these 
departments do each and every day 
truly makes a difference for our com-
munities. It is also our privilege to 
support Why Me Sherry’s House with 
this year’s donation to assist them in 
the great work they do for Childhood 
Cancer.”

At the inaugural game September 26, 
2022, $15,680 was raised for the Manny 
267 Foundation, which honors and cel-
ebrates the life of the late Worcester 
Police Officer Enmanuel “Manny” 
Familia, who made the ultimate sac-
rifice June 4, 2021, when he heroically 

dove into Green Hill Pond to attempt to 
save a drowning teenage boy.

In its first two years, the event raised 
$31,430 for local causes that hit home for 
Worcester’s first responders.

Country Bank is one of the WooSox’ 
21 founding partners.  The WooSox 
Foundation and Country Bank also 
collaborate on the “Most Valuable 
Teachers” (MVTs) program, which 
recognizes extraordinary teachers in 
the region, as well as the “WooStars” 
program, which rewards nonprofits 
driving social change across Central 
Massachusetts.

So far in 2023, the WooSox Foundation 
has donated $88,760 toward the effort to 
conquer cancer.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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BROOKFIELD 
$240,088, 18 School House Cross 

Rd, Miller, Jordan, to 18 Schoolhouse 
Cross Rt.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$490,000, 812 Pleasant St, Lavin, 

Matthew P, and Lavin, Courtney M, 
to Streight, Erik.

$230,000, 30 Burncoat St, Debatis 
Rachel B Est, and Lavallee, Marie-
Anne D, to Golden Lotus LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$330,900, 61 Saint John St, Sobaleski 

Joseph J Est, and Sobaleski, Michael 
F, to Burritt, Elyse, and Burritt, 
Steven.

$312,000, 35 Saint John St, Mikhalev, 
Sergey, and Lebedinskaya, Susanna 
Z, to Golloshi, Emi.

SPENCER
$330,900, 61 Saint John St, Sobaleski 

Joseph J Est, and Sobaleski, Michael 
F, to Burritt, Elyse, and Burritt, 
Steven.

$312,000, 35 Saint John St, Mikhalev, 
Sergey, and Lebedinskaya, Susanna 
Z, to Golloshi, Emi.

WARREN
 $330,900, 61 Saint John St, Sobaleski 

Joseph J Est, and Sobaleski, Michael 
F, to Burritt, Elyse, and Burritt, 
Steven.

$312,000, 35 Saint John St, Mikhalev, 
Sergey, and Lebedinskaya, Susanna 
Z, to Golloshi, Emi.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$575,000, 85 E Main St, Mckenna 

Ranch LLC, to East 85 West LLC.
$489,000, 274 New Braintree Rd, 

Soboleski, Seth, to Delia, Matthew R, 
and Delia, Courtney L.

Annual Police vs. Fire Baseball Classic raises 
$15,750 for Why Me and Sherry’s House



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   5 Friday, September 15, 2023

WORCESTER — Hundreds of mid-
dle school girls and dozens of high 
school girls will convene at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) October 14, 
2023  to celebrate Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics at the 
Girl Scouts of Central and Western 
Massachusetts Geek Is Glam (GIG) 
STEM Event and it’s not too late to 
participate.

 The day-long interactive STEM con-
ference for girls in grades 4 through 12 
is hosted by Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts (GSCWM) and 
WPI with over 60 area education and 
adventure collaborators. Participants 
will be exposed to some of the area’s 
top scientific and engineering minds as 
they engage in the hands-on aspect of 
exploration and discovery while they 
build, explore, assemble and imagine.  
The day kicks off at 9 AM with Keynote 
speakers Daisha Ramos-Ortiz, WPI 
freshman and five-time Geek Is Glam 
participant and Ms. Massachusetts 2023 
Chelsea Vuong. 

Participants will spend the day in 
interactive workshops, demonstra-
tions, and hands-on exhibits present-
ed by: Cummings School of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts University,  The 
Discovery Museums, New England Sci-
Tech, UMass Amherst Polymer Science 
and Engineering,  WCVB Channel 5 
Boston, Sub Zero Nitrogen Ice Cream, 
and New England Botanic Garden at 
Tower Hill,  to name a few. From Mystic 
Aquarium to Morse Code, from rain-
bows to robots, girls will be engaged in 

interactive activities, games and dis-
plays. 

For more information and to reg-
ister go to  https://www.gscwm.org/
en/discover/activities/special-events.
html  or call 413-584-2602. The fee is 
$45 per girl  in grades 4-8 and $50 per 
girl in grades 9-12 and includes lunch, 
snacks, a Geek is Glam t-shirt, draw-
string backpack, and an exclusive 
Geek is Glam patch. Financial assis-
tance is available. No previous Girl 
Scout experience necessary to attend.  
Registration closes September 18. 

For a Full List of Activities visit
http://www.gscwm.org/en/events/

special-events/geek.html
  About Girl Scouts of Central & 

Western Massachusetts
Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts serves over 5,000 girls 
in grades K through 12 with the strong 
support of 3,000 adult volunteers in 186 
towns and cities in central and west-
ern Massachusetts. Girl Scouts’ mis-
sion is to build girls of courage, con-
fidence, and character who make the 
world a better place. Since 1912, girls 
have explored new fields of knowledge, 
learned valuable skills, and developed 
strong core values through Girl Scouts. 
Today, Girl Scouts is, as it always has 
been, the organization best positioned 
to help girls devel-
op important lead-
ership skills they 
need to become 
successful adults.

Giguere Gymnastics 
celebrates anniversary 

with open house
LEICESTER — This year marks the 50th anniversary of Giguere Gymnastics, a 

gymnastics school in Leicester. On September 17, we will be having a 1-6 PM open 
house, at Gigueres, 146 Main Street Cherry Valley, where we will be welcoming cur-
rent and former athletes/employees, friends, and family. There will be gymnastics, 
martial arts, and dance demonstrations throughout the day. 

Opening in 1973, Gigueres has taught and trained not just gymnasts but dancers 
and martial artists at the same location in Leicester for 50 years. Initially opened by 
Joanne Giguere, the business has since been sold to her son, David Giguere, and his 
business partner, Paul McCarthy in 1978. Gigueres has seen multiple generations of 
families and students come through the doors and continue to support our various 
programs, which include gymnastics, dance, ninja, martial arts, and daycare. 

Gigueres is respected, not just locally, but nationally as well. There have been 
several hundreds of gymnasts repre-
senting Giguere Gymnastics at local, 
state, regional, and national United 
States Gymnastics competitions over 
the past 50 years. 

Please feel free to reach out to Paul 
McCarthy for more information about 
the Giguere Gymnastics celebration of 
50 years. 

Paul McCarthy- paulz-
ville@gmail.com (508) 330-8274 
Giguere Gymnastics- 148 Main Street, 
Cherry Valley MA. 01611 (508) 892-3797

$10 OFF off every $100 with coupon
 on NEW purchase or repair. Cannot be used on prior

purchase or with any other offer. Exp 9/30/23

FREE head exam
Worn tip 

loses its grip

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com | TUES, WED, FRI 10-5 • THURS 10-6 • SAT 10-3

Hurry in today for 
your FREE Cleaning 

& Inspection! 
before your  

diamond is gone.

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Most

RepaiRs Done 
on pReMises

Bent prong won’t 
hold for long

~We do custom designs!~

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Sebastian and Versace

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Hey there, feline enthusiasts! We’re thrilled 
to introduce you to our adorable duo, 
Sebastian and Versace! These two cuties have 
an unbreakable bond that’s as strong as their 
purrs. Sebastian is the outgoing extrovert 
of the pair, ready to charm his way into your 
heart. On the flip side, Versace brings a touch of elegance and shyness to 
the dynamic. But don’t let that fool you - underneath that gentle demeanor 
lies a heart of gold!
When they’re not exploring every nook and cranny of their kingdom, 
Sebastian and Versace are masters of the cuddle game! There’s nothing 
like watching them snuggle up together for a cozy catnap. And when play-
time rolls around, you won’t be able to resist their infectious enthusiasm!
Sebastian and Versace have a mellow and independent nature, making 
them the ideal companions for anyone looking to add some feline charm 
to their life. They may start off a bit shy, but once they’ve settled into their 
new home, their curiosity and friendliness will shine through! 
Are you on the lookout for not just one, but TWO furry friends to join 
your family? Look no further - Sebastian and Versace are the dynamic duo 
you’ve been dreaming of! Don’t miss your chance to meet these wonder-
ful kitties in person. Visit us today!

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

WORCESTER — With 
school back in ses-
sion,  Cornerstone Bank, 
a community bank with 
10 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, is 
pleased to offer a new 
checking account 
designed for the unique 
needs of students. The 
account offers a variety 
of features and benefits to 
help students get a strong 
start toward financial 
independence. The best 
part? It’s free for students 
ages 16 through 25.

“We are big proponents 
of financial literacy, so 
we wanted to create an 
account that makes it eas-
ier for students in high 
school and college to start 
banking on their own,” 
said Cornerstone Bank 
CEO Todd Tallman. “Our 
RITE Student Checking 
Account is free  for stu-
dents until they’re 26 and 
comes with many bene-
fits and money-saving 
perks they will really 
appreciate.”

It only takes $25 to open 
the account and there is 
no minimum monthly 
balance requirement. 
Unlimited ATM sur-
charge reimbursements, 
as well as online and 
mobile banking, mean 
the account works well 
for students attending 
school away from home.

Beyond banking ben-
efits, which include 
rewards for everyday 
purchases and Early Pay 

with direct deposit, the 
RITE Student Checking 
Account also boasts valu-
able non-banking perks 
that both students and 
their parents will appre-
ciate. These include dis-
counts from local and 
national retailers, cell 
phone protection, road-
side assistance, ID Theft 
Aid, buyer’s protection 
and extended warranty, 
a health savings card and 
more.

“We know today’s 
students have a lot of 
expenses and stress, so 
we wanted to offer them 
a checking account that 
provides the services 
and security they need,” 
said Cornerstone Bank 
EVP, Retail Banking, 
Altaf Ahmed. “For exam-
ple, if they pay their cell 
phone bill through their 
RITE Student Checking 
Account, the phone is 
covered for repair or 
replacement up to $400 
per claim. It’s extras like 
these that can help pro-
vide peace of mind for 
students and parents, 
especially when students 
are leaving home for col-
lege.”

Applicants must be 
active students ages 16 to 
25. Students who are 16 
require a parent or guard-
ian as a joint account 
owner. Monthly mainte-
nance service charges are 
waived until the student 
reaches age 26, at which 
time a $6 monthly main-

tenance service charge 
will be assessed.

  
About Cornerstone 

Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of 
a long history of sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 
to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal 
touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of 
service and expertise for 
individuals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities, through 
a broad range of deposit 
and loan products, and 
services. Built on Trust is 
not just a tag line, but also 
one of our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships 
are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstone-
bank.com  or call 800-939-
9103.

Cornerstone Bank offers new 
checking account designed 

specifically for students

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts to 

welcome hundreds to annual 
Geek Is Glam

Knights of Columbus Council 
11080 to sponsor spaghetti dinner
WEST BROOKFIELD — Knights of Columbus Council 11080 

is sponsoring a spaghetti dinner this month.
The event is set for Saturday, Sept. 23, inside Dugan Hall at 

Sacred Heart Church (10 Milk Street).
A take-out dinner option will be made available to guests, 

beginning at 6 p.m. The sit-down dinner will be served at 6:30.
Dinner includes pasta fagioli; garden salad; meatballs and 

sausage; spaghetti and sauce; Italian bread; dessert; and 
water, soda, and coffee. 

The event cost is a $15 donation per guest ($8 for children 
under 12).

Proceeds from the event will help provide support to those 
in need throughout the area. 

Admission tickets are also good for entry for a special door 
prize.

Tickets for a 50/50 raffle and more will also be available. 
Advance ticket purchase is encouraged. Tickets are avail-

able from any Knight, or by calling 508-612-1649.
You can also send an email to bobfalter@gmail.com to learn 

more about the event or secure tickets for the dinner.
Tickets will only be available at the door while they last.
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 9/11/23 was $3.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-500......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks . $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   

208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Meatball 
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Pepperoni 
Pizza

 

Sm. $5.99  
Lg. $8.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

1/2 INCH QUALITY SCREENED LOAM
• screened gravel • clean fill • clean tailings

$20/yard loaded
Delivery available  • Call 508-612-4527

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Trevor the Games Man 
is coming to Spencer! 
Get ready for lots of fun 
and laughs. The  Richard 
Sugden Library, Spencer, 
is hosting two shows on 
Saturday September 
16th,  one for kids/fami-
lies  and one for adults/
teens! 

The first “Giants & 
Giraffes * Dragons & 
Detectives”, an uproar-
ious show for children 
and families, will be held 
from 10:00am - 11:00am. 

The second program 
will be held for adults 
and teens:  “The Party 
Game Show”  an hour of 
good clean fun for adults 
and teens from 11:30am - 
12:30pm.  Both programs 
will be held at Powder 
Mill Park (43 Smithville 
Rd.) with a rain venue at 
the Spencer Town Hall. 

These programs are 
supported, in part, by a 
grant from the Spencer 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

 
Writers Unite is a writ-

ers’ group that meets 
the 3rd Monday of each 
month.  (If there is a 
holiday on the 3rd the 
group will meet on the 
2nd Monday.) The group 
meets from 5:30 pm—7:00 
pm at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer. Sign up 
at  

www.spencerpublicli-
brary.org/adults  or call 

the library at 508-885-7513 
x1 to sign up for email 
reminders and corre-
spondence.

 
Meetings consist of writ-
ing prompts, sharing 
individual work and 
inspiring writing. Please 
bring  some of your cur-
rent writing, a pencil 
and paper.  Facilitator: 
Sharon Legasey 

Crafting with the 
Richard Sugden Library. 
Create Pine Cone Zinnias 
with Diane Johnson. 
Join us in this creative, 
fun workshop. We will 
paint pine cones to look 
like zinnias and make 
them into a bouquet. 
Registration required. 
Space is limited. Sign up 
on the Richard Sugden 
Library website:  www.
spencerpubliclibrary.
org. or call the library at 
508-885-7513 x1.

 
The Richard Sugden 

Library, Spencer, invites 
you to join us in Book 
Bites, a book discus-
sion that will be held 
on  Tuesday, September 
26th. It is Hybrid (Zoom/
In-person at Library). 
We will discuss the book 
“Lillian Boxfish  Takes 
A Walk” by Kathleen  
Rooney,  from  11:00a
m-12:00pm.  The book 
is “Extraordinary…hilar-
ious…Elegantly written, 
Rooney creates a glorious 
paean to a  distant liter-
ary life and time― and an 
unabashed celebration of 

human connections  that 
bridge past and future. ―
Publishers Weekly 

Register  for the Zoom 
link  on  the  Library web-
site:  www.spencerpubli-
clibrary.org/adults.

Join the  Richard 
Sugden Library, Spencer, 
for an evening of mem-
ories of growing up on 
small farms in North 
Brookfield and Spencer. 
We will hear stories, 
from author Diane 
Buzzell, about her book 
“The Artist, the Farmer, 
the Hunter, and the 
Good Guy”. As we go 
down memory lane, with 
the Buzzel family’s fun 
and foolishness, hard 
work and accomplish-
ments, we’ll be remind-
ed of our  own histories 
and stories growing  up. 
Mark your calendars for 
Monday, October 2nd  
from 6:00pm - 7:00pm. To 
be held in the Reading 
Room at the Richard 
Sugden Library, Spencer.

Mark your calendar 
for a program about 
life as an army nurse 
during the war in  Iraq. 
Colonel Leanne Chabior 
will share stories of her 
time as an army nurse: 
the good, the bad, and the 
ugly. It took years, but 
she’s ready to share her 
experiences in Iraq. The 
talk will take place at the 
Richard Sugden Library, 
Spencer, on Monday 
October 23rd from 6:00pm 
- 7:00pm.

Richard Sugden 
Library to host two 

shows Sept. 16

Emmanuel Adedeji 
Named to SNHU 

Dean’s List
MANCHESTER, N.H. — Emmanuel 

Adedeji of Spencer has been named 
to  Southern New Hampshire 
University’s Summer 2023 Dean’s List. 
The summer terms run from May to 
August.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of 3.500 to 3.699 for the 
reporting term are named to the Dean’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms grouped 
in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Southern New Hampshire 
University  (SNHU) is a private, non-
profit institution with a 90-year his-
tory of educating traditional-aged stu-
dents and working adults. Now serv-
ing more than 170,000 learners world-
wide, SNHU offers approximately 200 
accredited undergraduate, graduate 
and certificate programs, available 
online and on its 300-acre campus in 
Manchester, NH. Recognized as one 
of the “Most Innovative” regional 
universities by U.S. News & World 
Report and one of the fastest-growing 
universities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to high 
quality, affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

SNHU Announces 
Summer 2023 

President’s List
MANCHESTER, N.H. — It is with 

great pleasure that  Southern New 
Hampshire University  (SNHU) con-
gratulates the following students on 
being named to the Summer 2023 
President’s List. The summer terms 
run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of 3.700 and above for 
the reporting term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 credits over 
each 16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, 
and summer.

Brett Barham of Spencer
Donna Richer of Spencer
Jennifer Joyce of West Brookfield
Lauren Wilcox of West Brookfield
Denis Leo of Spencer
Johnathan Jones of Leicester
Emily Alicea of Spencer
Krysta Rollins of East Brookfield
Nicole Bousquet of West Brookfield
Joshua Treadway of Spencer
Southern New Hampshire 

University  (SNHU) is a private, non-
profit institution with a 90-year his-
tory of educating traditional-aged stu-
dents and working adults. Now serv-
ing more than 170,000 learners world-
wide, SNHU offers approximately 200 
accredited undergraduate, graduate 
and certificate programs, available 
online and on its 300-acre campus in 
Manchester, NH. Recognized as one 
of the “Most Innovative” regional 
universities by U.S. News & World 
Report and one of the fastest-growing 
universities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to high 
quality, affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
www.StonebridgePress.com
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FSO
Painting and More
Pro Painter in the Brookfield 

and surrounding areas.
END OF SUMMER

 POWER WASH
From now till Sept 20, 

mention this Ad and get
 10% off your power washing

Call Matt (229)256-6929
 or Linda (774)402-0852

PAINTING

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

PlasteringGUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Stump Grinding

STORM CLEAN-UP
Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

HVAC

VIC’S 
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING
Residential or Commercial

NEW HEATING 
SYSTEMS 

OIL OR GAS

Service Installations
Cleanings - Maintenance
Fully Licensed and Insured

No Job too big 
or too Small

Quality workmanship 
20 years experience 

508-864-4534

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308
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If you have grandchildren, you prob-
ably enjoy spending time with them 
and watching them grow. And to help 
them achieve a bright future, you might 
like to make some financial gifts — but 
which ones?

You have several options. Let’s look 
at three of them:

529 plans – When you invest in a 529 
education savings plan, any earnings 
growth is distributed federally tax free, 
as long as withdrawals are used for qual-
ified education expenses. (Withdrawals 
used for expenses other than qualified 
education expenses may be subject to 
federal and state taxes, plus a 10% pen-
alty.) And in-state residents who invest 
in their home state’s 529 plan may also 
receive state tax incentives. A 529 plan 
can be used for college, approved trade 
school programs, qualified student loan 
repayments and even some K-12 costs. 
And if the grandchild you’ve named as 
a beneficiary of a 529 plan decides to 
forego further education, you can gen-
erally switch beneficiaries to another 
immediate family member. You can 
contribute up to $17,000 in 2023, per 
grandchild, to a 529 plan without incur-
ring gift taxes. Furthermore, as of the 
2024–25 school year, grandparent-owned 
529 plans won’t affect financial aid eligi-
bility. However, tax issues for 529 plans 
can be complex, so consult with your 
tax advisor about your situation.

Roth IRA  – Any earnings growth in 
a Roth IRA is distributed tax free, pro-
vided the owner is at least 59½ and has 
had the account at least five years. If 
your grandchildren earn money from 
babysitting or a part-time job, they can 
open a Roth IRA with the help of a par-
ent or other adult. You could “match” 
your grandchildren’s contributions, 
possibly on a dollar-for-dollar basis, to 
provide them with an incentive for sav-
ing. In fact, you could fully fund the 
Roth IRA, up to the annual contribution 
limit, which is $6,500 or the amount 
of your grandchild’s taxable compen-
sation, whichever is less. (The annual 
limit is $7,500 for those 50 or older.) And 
your grandchildren can withdraw the 
contributions — not the earnings — at 
any time to pay for college or anything 
else.

Custodial account  – You can open a 
custodial account, also known as an 
UGMA or UTMA account, for a grand-
child, and fund it with most types of 
investments: stocks, mutual funds, 
bonds and so on. For that reason, it 
can be a good way to teach grandchil-
dren about the nature of investing — 
risks, returns and the value of holding 
investments for the long term. Plus, 
there’s an initial tax benefit to custodial 
accounts: The first $1,250 of your grand-
child’s investment income (dividends, 
interest, capital gains) is tax free, and 
the next $1,250 is taxed at the child’s 
rate. Anything above that amount is 
taxed at the parents’ marginal tax rate. 
However, once your grandchildren 
reach the age of termination — usually 
18 or 21, depending on where they live 
— they take control of the account and 
can do whatever they choose with the 
money. So, while a custodial account 
could be considered as a funding source 
for college, it might alternatively serve 
as a gift that could eventually enable 
your grandchild to fulfill another desire 
or goal — take an overseas trip, pay for 
a car or maybe even start on a path to 
entrepreneurship.

Making financial gifts to your grand-
children can be rewarding — for them 
and for you. So, consider the possibili-
ties carefully and put your generosity 
to work.

Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult 
your attorney or qualified tax advisor 
regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com
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To the Editor:

Joshua 1: 8 do not let this book 
[Bible] of God’s moral laws depart 
from your heart, mouth.  

        Many believe prosperity, success 
come from influential people, acquain-
tances, and person contacts.   Let me 
advice you!   True success comes from 
obedience to God’s moral and civil 
laws.   You may not be successful 
according to the worlds standards, 
you will be successful by God’s stan-
dards “ and” Gods standards, laws, 
opinion; last for ever, eternity.

        God does not judge people by 
race, or sex, God judges according 
to our faith in His Son Jesus.  Those 
who diligently make an honest effort 
to obey God’s will through God’s Son 
Jesus will become rooted in God’s 
moral and civil laws that are estab-
lished by God and will be blessed by 
God on earth and eternity. Amen! 
Psalm 1: 1

Do any of you realize that as 
Christians, disciples of Jesus, disci-
ples are those of us who profess Jesus 
and have been given authority over 
evil; sin, Satan “and” we also have 
authority to heal.  The question we 
need to ask our self, are we of little 
faith.  Without faith we cannot please 
God and without Jesus we have no 
authority.  Matthew 10: 1,8.

     Jesus is warning us that in 
the coming days there will be a false 
teacher the anti Christ and we need 
to be alert, responsible to stand firm 
in God’s Word and to test the spirit 
Matthew 24: 24

            Luke 10: 19 Jesus is again 
confirming us, His disciples that we 
have authority over Satan in the name 
o Jesus. Mark 6: 7 is also confirming 
who we are and what our authority is 
in and through Jesus.   Amen!

          We are being warned through 
Jesus Luke 22: 31-32 that we today are 
just has vulnerable as Peter when 
standing against Satan apart from 
Jesus we are eternally dead.   We are 
open house to Satan without Jesus.   
As Christians, we who accept Jesus in 
our heart the devil, Satan is not free to 
do what he wants with those of us who 
have accepted Jesus in their hearts, 
God’s adopted children.   Thank you 
Jesus.

        How much more explicit 
can it be, you, me have the privilege 
to become adopted children of God.   
The only requirement is to believe 
and receive Jesus in our heart “and” 
God knows the sincerity of our heart.   
There is another commitment you 
should consider and that is to be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus submerged 
in water John 1: 12

        John 6: 68 Peter could not have 
said it better, it had to have been 
inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Jesus 
asked His disciples are you going to 
leave me to?   Peter replied to whom 
should we go?   You [Jesus] are the 
Lamb of God, you are eternal life. 

        Jesus is giving us sincere warn-
ing not to be deceived, Jesus wants us 
to know apart from Him we do not go 
to heaven when we die, do not be fool-
ish, ignorant you do not go to heaven 
when you die apart from Jesus, Jesus 
is the only way to heaven.  John 8: 
24-32, & 14: 6. 

           If you, we are truly committed 
to God, the Holy Spirit takes the fruits 
of the spirit which is in Jesus and 
reveals it to the believer, those who 
made a confession of faith, love, for-
giveness, redemption, sanctification, 
etc., and through faith our relation-
ship with Jesus [Savior} makes the 
experience real in our lives. What a 
beautiful lasting gifts. John 16: 15 

       We all have the opportunity, 
to make our choice, the choice we 
make is eternal life or death, God 
has given us the privilege to inherit 

eternal life, heaven through Jesus His 
Son, the second person of the Triune 
God.  You know the other choice; your 
life depends on it. Acts 26: 18.

           What this is teaching us “is” 
we must not take God’s love, grace 
for granted because God cannot and 
will not overlook sin, we will all stand 
before God, Jesus on judgment day, 
God will not be mocked.  Romans 3: 7-8 
and Galatians 6: 7.

          The power and penalty of sin 
died with Jesus the Son of the living 
God, the 2nd person of the Triune God 
on the cross.   We have been given 
a gift from God; we have been freed 
from Sin Satan’s power once and for 
all through Jesus. Now today it is 
our choice whether we live or die.   
Yes, we will continue to have a sinful 
nature as long as we are in this body 
and remain vulnerable to Satan apart 
from Jesus.   However! We have a 
choice in and through Jesus, we have 
the authority over sin, Satan through 
Jesus Romans 6: 6-7.

           One of many of God’s gifts to 
us is choice, free will, we are all free 
to choose between two masters, how-
ever we are not free to manipulate 
the consequences of our choice.   The 
choice of sin is death, hell “and” if you 
should die accidently there is no sec-
ond change if you have not repented. 
Romans 6: 23.

                These verses are promises 
from God, Jesus, if we are truly com-
mitted to Jesus. it is impossible to be 
separated from Jesus.   Jesus love and 
death for us is absolute proof of God’s 
love for us through the presence of 
Jesus in our life, if we have truly made 
a confession of faith we have God’s 
eternal assurance.   The choice is ours, 
yours. Amen! Romans 8: 35-39

               We as God’s adopted children 
it is our responsibility with the help 
of the Holy Spirit to live at peace with 
everyone.   There are some people it is 
just not possible, do not get upset, Just 
ask Jesus to forgive them, they may 
be possessed by Satan.   Many-rejected 
even Jesus. [John 15: 18] [1 John 3: 13]  
Romans 12: 18.

          What this is teaching us is we 
need to love as Jesus loves, forgive 
and to share God’s grace to us with 
others.   We know what grace is, it is 
underserved favor, “and” if God gives 
freely to those who confess and repent 
we also need to do the same.  Romans 
12: 18

 No one!   None of us is going to be 
perfect in this body and in spite of our 
faults [sin] we need to b patient, gentle 
and forgiving each other as God Jesus 
has forgiving us, and we need to pray 
for each other daily. Ephesians 4: 1-3

        As adopted children of God our 
daily actions need to reflect our faith 
in Jesus. Come on people, we know 
what that means.   Obedience, devo-
tion to God through Jesus. Ephesians 
5: 8-9

          This my neighbors is a 
very valuable message through Jesus 
Christ from God to us who are fallible 
humans, we make mistakes and only 
through Jesus the Lamb of God do we 
receive the Holy Spirit, the 3rd person 
of the Triune God.  We receive the 
Holy Spirit who guides us according 
to God’s will and we receive power 
and authority to do God’s work.  2 
Corinthians 4: 6.

            My suggestion, advice to you 
is don’t read the Bible like you would 
read a novel, book, study the Bible 
intensely, live what it teaches.   To 
some of you I would compare it to lis-
tening to your parents, if you ignore 
them you get the consequences and 
if you obey you get rewarded.  James 
1: 22-25     To be continued!    Dwell in 
peace!

    Roland Blais
    Brookfield

Salvation is our, your choice, 
 responsibility Part 2

Editorial

Letter submission policy
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Governing 
Beyond Faith: 

Elected Officials 
Must Serve All
	 In a diverse and pluralistic 

society, the principle of separation 
between church and state is fundamen-
tal to preserving individual liberties 
and ensuring that government serves 
the interests of all citizens, regardless 
of their religious beliefs or lack thereof. 
Elected officials have a solemn duty to 
represent the entire community, mak-
ing decisions that respect the rich tap-
estry of religious beliefs that exist in 
our nation. However, there have been 
instances where some officials have 
allowed their personal religious convic-
tions to guide their governance, raising 
concerns about the fairness and inclu-
sivity of their actions.

One of the cornerstones of democ-
racy is the idea that elected officials 
are entrusted with the responsibility to 
serve the interests of all their constit-
uents, not just those who share their 
religious beliefs. Our society is incred-
ibly diverse, with individuals from var-
ious faiths and belief systems coexist-
ing harmoniously. It is imperative that 
our elected representatives reflect this 
diversity in their decision-making pro-
cesses and refrain from imposing their 
own religious beliefs upon the broader 
population.

When elected officials allow their per-
sonal religious convictions to dictate 
policy, it can lead to the exclusion of 
those who hold different beliefs. This 
is not only unjust but also undermines 
the very essence of a democratic society 
that values religious freedom and tol-
erance. Our nation’s history is replete 
with instances where religious intoler-
ance and discrimination have caused 
immense harm, and we must not forget 
the lessons of the past.

Furthermore, the potential for reli-
giously driven governance to teeter 
into radicalism is a grave concern. 
While most people practice their faith 
peacefully, there is a risk that individ-
uals with extreme religious views may 
seek to impose their beliefs on society 
through the political process. Such rad-
icalism can lead to policies that not only 
infringe on the rights of those outside 
the particular faith but also create an 
environment of hatred and divisive-
ness.

It is crucial for elected officials to 
remember that the separation of church 
and state is not an attack on religion 
but a safeguard for both government 
and faith. It ensures that religious 
institutions remain free from govern-
ment interference and that government 
remains neutral and inclusive. This 
principle allows people of all faiths and 
none to coexist peacefully and partic-
ipate fully in our democracy without 
fear of discrimination or marginaliza-
tion.

To uphold the values of fairness, 
inclusivity, and religious freedom that 
our nation holds dear, elected officials 
must commit themselves to serving all 
their constituents, regardless of their 
religious beliefs. They must resist the 
temptation to govern based on personal 
religious convictions and instead prior-
itize policies that promote the common 
good and respect the diverse beliefs of 
the people they represent.

The importance of elected officials 
serving all people, irrespective of their 
religious beliefs, cannot be overstated. 
Our democracy thrives when it respects 
the principles of religious freedom, tol-
erance, and inclusivity. Elected officials 
must uphold these principles by govern-
ing without bias and ensuring that their 
decisions reflect the diverse and plu-
ralistic nature of our society. By doing 
so, we can build a stronger, more unit-
ed, and truly democratic nation where 
every citizen is valued and protected.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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The weather sure has 
been hot for the last few 
weeks, but it should 

start to cool off before 
you read this column. 
Fishing has been hot on 

the saltwater for many 
species, much  like  the 
weather. The tautog bite 
is getting better every 
day, and sea bass fishing 
is also staying strong. 
Catching limits of sea-
bass requires catching 
a lot of throwbacks, but 
some impressive fish are 
being caught.

Reports of schools of 
false albacore are com-
ing in every day. Galilee, 
Rhode Island has been 
hot out in front of the 
lighthouse and the shores 
around Matunic, and the 
Charlestown Breachway 
are also producing  a lot 
of fish including  a few 
bluefish.

This week’s two pic-
tures show Milo Alexion 
with his bass he caught 
recently while fishing 
with his parents. His 
older brother Graham is 
shown holding his large 
brown trout. The Alexion 
family enjoy fishing and 
some of the results are 
shown in this week’s two 
photos. Nice fish!

Striper fishing is good 
one day and a bit slow on 
another, but anglers that 
know where and when to 
fish have enjoyed some 
great striper fishing, 
although  most need  to 
be released because of 
the  slot limit size. As 
always, evening fishing 
is the best. The canal fish-
ing is not for the elder-
ly, as climbing over the 
rocks to get down to a 
good fishing spot can 
be dangerous, as most 
anglers know.

Pheasant  hunting is 
only four weeks away, 
and sportsmen that have 
a good dog to hunt along-
side, have had to do some 
early morning train-
ing before the season 
opens, and will pay off 
when the season  opens! 
There are a few Rod & 
Gun Clubs that are plan-

ning to open a bit ear-
lier, but opening day in 
Mass. will be on October 
14, statewide.   This year 
Upland bird hunting will 
open on the same day as 
waterfowl  which could 
see some conflict among 
hunters. Woodcock hunt-
ing opens on October 2, if 
you can find any birds in 
the area. The Blackstone 
Valley continues to lose 
a lot of the habitat essen-
tial for local and migrat-
ing  birds like woodcock. 
Local woodcock habitat 

in the Blackstone Valley 
area has taken a hard 
hit in the past 10 years 
or more, and open cov-
ers continue to dwindle, 
mainly because of con-
struction of new homes. 
Going North of Worcester 
to hunt could provide 
some better  hunting 
opportunities.

Grouse are almost 
extinct in the Uxbridge 
area and surround-
ing  towns.  Areas like 
Petersham, Mass. do 
have a small population 
of grouse, and the farther 
you go North, their pop-
ulations are still quite 
good.

If you are looking for an 
area to hunt quail head-
ing  towards the Cape is 
your best bet. A small 

population of Grouse are 
still providing some good 
hunting, if you know 
where to go.

Duck hunting in the 
valley  opens on October 
14 along with the regu-
lar goose season. The 
two bird daily limit on 
geese this year is trou-
blesome, but it is what 
it is.  The early Canada 
goose season closes 
September 22. The youth 
waterfowl  hunt opens 
September 13 and October 
7. Early waterfowl season 
for active military and 
veterans is scheduled to 
be September  23 and 29. 
Always check your hunt-
ing abstracts before hunt-
ing any wild game.

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep them Rods Bending!

To the Editor:
For those who have the mental capac-

ity to study the sciences you find one 
relativity. That is “For every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction.” 
It’s a simple universal law. Everything 
has to equal out for things to be in 
equilibrium. For everything done in the 
name of the good, it also effects someone 
or something equally in the bad. You 
buy a scratch ticket and win $10,000. 
That means other people must purchase 
multiple tickets and win nothing. Good 
for you, bad for them.

In 1930 Dupont by accident developed 
a plastic now called Teflon. They found 
this plastic to be almost impervious 
to all chemicals. Its properties where 
amazing. It was soon used in almost all 
valves, pumps, wire coatings, sports 
clothing, as bearings, and as non-stick 
coatings.  It was a miracle that allowed 
the world to innovate into the 20th cen-
tury and enable us to provide process-
ing of foods for the growing population. 
Now we know another fact. The same 
properties that make it ideal also make 
it an extreme hazard for living ani-
mals. You see they call this the “Forever 
Chemical” now. The properties that 
make it impervious also make it, so 
it doesn’t naturally break down over 
time. It goes into the soil and our water 
system. When it gets into your body 
it cannot be digested or broken down. 
It builds up and poisons your system 
over time. For every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. The law of 
nature. 

The Progressive Dems are creating 
another one with their rush to cancel 
oil and turn to electricity. You see we 
don’t have the battery technology to 
make efficient batteries. Currently the 
only feasible ones are made of Lithium. 

Lithium is a highly reactive metal 
that when released reacts with other 
chemicals to create hazardous carcin-
ogens. So, in their rush to eliminate 
gas which makes carbon dioxide (food 
for plant-based life) they want to flood 
the world with the hazardous chemi-
cals used in the production of batter-
ies. The outcome will be a reduction of 
Carbon Dioxide but the poisoning of 
our planet with these other chemicals. 
The Lithium and by product chemicals 
will seep into our groundwater and food 
system. The effects will be increased 
cancer in all people. You know the dis-
ease that Biden says he eliminated. I 
myself cry when I see children on those 
commercials for St. Jude’s. You have to 
wonder why God would allow it. I sure 
don’t want to promote a system where 
this is going to increase the occurrence. 
Fix one problem and by doing so cre-
ate another. Every action has an equal 
and opposite reaction. Unfortunately, 
the Progressive Dems don’t want you 
to hear the reality. The Indoctrinated 
Snowflakes like only believe what is 
told to them by their phone So sad but 
true. 

It’s truly astonishing what Biden said 
at the G20 summit. He stated Global 
Climate change is worse than a nuclear 
war. This guy really is out of it. A nucle-
ar war would cause the destruction of 
all life as we know it. But I am sure his 
followers agree with him. They obey 
whatever they are told as long as Trump 
is not allowed to run. That’s their action 
and reaction.  Too bad their brain has 
become so washed by the constant news 
from their phone that they cannot be a 
free thinker. 

Mark Robillard
Spencer

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

In 2016, candidate Trump stated that 
Hillary was under investigation, and 
nobody under federal investigation 
should be running for president. Even 
though we did not know it, he was him-
self under investigation at the time. He 
now stands four times indicted under 
91 counts of law breaking. Many times 
indictments are not done, unless prose-
cutors believe they can prove their case 
beyond reasonable doubt.  In Georgia, 
a grand jury looked into the current 
charges and unanimously found there 
to be cause to actually take these defen-
dants to trial.  Under normal circum-
stances, prosecution rates are above 
90 percent successful. If Donald Trump 
were found guilty in just a few of the 
91 charged crimes, he would likely die 
in jail.

Joe Biden does have a son with sub-
stantive legal issues.  In my opinion, 
careful review of Trump’s kids and his 
son in law, would also not pass a smell 
test. I grant that they may be too dumb 
to realize that billion dollar corpora-
tions usually pay more than zero or 
$150 in taxes   I also think the millions 
Jared will realize from investments by 
the Saudi king who butchers journal-
ists, will likely far exceed Hunter’s ill 
gotten gains, but none of these issues 
are charged or sticking to Biden or 
DJT.

The conspiracy that failed on 
January 6, 2021, that hoped to void 
electoral votes and let each state leg-
islature get one vote, realizing more 
states had GOP ruled legislatures (a 
fail safe idea devised with 13 total states 
and 240 years back technology), is now 
being mined in those states to throw 
out voters choices with impunity. They 
are actually passing laws to make fake 
electors they choose, legal. Taking a les-
son from Ron DeSantis, they have now 
arranged to be able to remove and fire 
elected state officials like attorney’s 
general. Kemp has stated that he will 
rest their attempts to fire Fani Willis 
for just doing her job.

We are still running a deficit, though 
Biden has reduced the amount of 
it.  The GOP controlled clown show 
denied funding for enough IRS agents 
to actually collect what we are due 
(CBO says it would have added 141 
billion to collections) Trump lawyer 
Michael Cohen says Trump’s taxes cov-
ered a conference table with foot high 
stacks of paper. That explains why too 
few auditors rarely audit the biggest 
earners and offenders, yet they will call 
in us poor schlubs for audits.

What has happened to the moral-
ity of this country.  Setting aside the 
draconian Handmaids Tale laws being 
passed, which are not really right to 
life as much as forced breeding.  If we 
actually cared about kids, we would do 
a much better job on childcare ,educa-
tion, nutrition and healthcare.

According to the polls the guy with 
five kids by three wives he cheated on, 
who tried to overthrow our govern-
ment, lies so much, he simply cannot 
testify under oath was a draft dodging 
commander in chief, believes Putin 
over our CIA and loves Kim Jong Un is 
running neck and neck with the POTUS 
who actually delivered his campaign 
promises and has unemployment at 
lowest level in 60 years.

Trump did deliver on packing the 
Supreme Court. The lack of ethics close-
ly resembles the Republican majori-
ty.  Biden dealt with the issue that the 
GOP ran on to win control of the house, 
and turned it into the Trump hip pocket 
sideshow that has marked its entire-
ty. If we could not convict Trump for 
crimes everyone knows he committed, 
impeach Joe for thing Hunter did, is 
a bad joke like everything McCarthy 
does.

When one party within a democracy 
believes that only issues where their 
views prevail, welcome to fantasy land.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Bizarro World

Action and reaction

Milo and Graham Alexion, seen here, along with the entire 
family, enjoys fishing.

Still a strong fishing season as bird hunting looms

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

The maxim “If you don’t use it, 
you’ll lose it”—heard so often- it’s 
practically a background track to 
our lives. But wait! Before you glaze 
over, have you ever considered the 
gravity behind this statement? 
It’s not just a snappy saying—it’s 
a golden nugget of wisdom with 
far-reaching implications.

The workings of the brain are spell-
binding. Picture your brain as a thriv-
ing tree in a lush forest. Each new piece 
of knowledge you gain is like planting 
a seed that eventually sprouts into 
branches and leaves. This isn’t poetic 
license; it’s backed by the science of 
neuroplasticity—the brain’s incredible 
ability to form new neural connections 
throughout life.

Each time you learn or practice 
a skill, you reshape your brain and 
strengthen neural pathways, fortifying 
those branches and leaves on your 
cerebral tree. In this way, your brain 
doesn’t just store information—it 
evolves, hardwiring itself to flourish 
when you practice or learn something 
over time.

I began competitive swimming as a 
child, which was far from natural, but I 
was determined, and every lap I swam 
was like adding another leaf to a grow-
ing branch in my “swimming tree” in 
the brain. Each practice session was a 
mental workout, a “branching out” in 
my neural forest, solidifying the path-
ways that would improve my abilities.

I was learning to cut through the 
water more efficiently and grasping 
intricate techniques that required 
keen mental focus. While athletics is 
primarily seen as a physical endeavor, 
the cerebral component is enormous. 

If you find the “learning tree” concept 
captivating, you’ll be equally intrigued 
by the neuroscience of “pruning.”

When you neglect other learned 
abilities or information, those corre-
sponding branches in your brain don’t 
get the same nourishment. Just as a 
gardener would trim away the dead or 
overgrown branches to let a tree flour-
ish, your brain also conducts selective 
maintenance.

Pruning is when the brain cuts out 
extra connections between neurons. 
This helps the brain work more effi-
ciently by eliminating pathways it 
doesn’t need.

This is one reason why we forget 
things that we haven’t thought about 
in a long time.

Every so often, I feel the urge to get 
in swimming shape again, but let me 

tell you, those first few laps? A 
downright battle! 

So, while my brain still holds 
the blueprints of a capable 
swimmer, the lack of recent 
practice means those finely 
tuned circuits are no longer fir-
ing on all cylinders. 

Have you ever had that frus-
trating “tip of the tongue” moment 
when you can’t recall a word or name? 

What about long division after years 
of not thinking about math? It’s like 
trying to crack the Da Vinci code with-
out a cipher. For me, those branches 
have been pruned.

If you don’t regularly engage your 
mind and reinforce what you’ve 
learned, your mental acuity in those 
specific subjects may decline.

Brain pruning extends beyond 
mere skills and talents; it touches the 
very core of our dreams and ambi-
tions. Your deepest aspirations require 
constant nourishment and attention. 
Whether penning poetry, mastering 
the guitar, or revolutionizing digital 
design, each dream has its dedicated 
neural pathway that thrives on focus 
and diligence.

Another way to think of it is that our 
brains are like librarians, constantly 
deciding which books—skills, mem-
ories, abilities—deserve prime shelf 
space and should be stored in the attic. 

When you choose not to follow your 
dreams, you’re pruning a part of your-
self that once flourished. Keep those 
neural pathways strong and connect-
ed, and watch them grow into full-
fledged realities.

The lesson here is to actively nurture 
the pathways in your brain that mat-
ter most to you, whether that’s your 
dreams, goals, or cherished friend-
ships. If you neglect them, your brain 
might prune these connections away, 
making it seem as if they never existed.

The “use it or lose it” principle is 
life’s ultimate maintenance guide. It’s 
a nudge to action. Your skills, your 
relationships, your dreams—think of 
them as a cherished garden. Left unat-
tended, even the prettiest rose bushes 
turn to weeds. 

So? What are you waiting for? 
Exercise that grey matter! You’ve got 
nothing to lose but everything you 
don’t use.

y Moore is a columnist, the star of 
Emmy - Nominated A Separate Peace, 
and the CEO of Cubestream Inc.

‘If you don’t use it, you’ll lose 
it’ when it comes to the brain

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Mums are a favor-
ite fall flower that adds 
weeks of seasonal color 
to containers, gardens 
and fall displays. They 
are also a popular gift 
plant in garden cen-
ters and floral shops. 
Choosing the right one 
for the purpose and pro-
viding proper care will 
help you achieve your 
desired results. 

Start by selecting the 
best mum for your gar-
dening goals. You’ll find 

mums labeled as garden, 
perennial, gift or florist 
mums.  All these names 
for plants that look 
alike can be confusing. 
The answer lies in their 
response to day length, 
hardiness and use. 

Mums set flowers 
based on day length. 
Growers can force them 
into bloom by covering 
them to create shorter 
days that initiate flower-
ing. Those grown as gift 
mums, often called florist 

mums, usually require 
the longest periods of 
uninterrupted darkness 
or shorter days.  When 
these mums are grown 
under natural daylight 
they usually don’t flow-
er until late fall or early 
winter. These late bloom-
ers are usually killed by 
cold temperatures before 
or soon after the flowers 
appear in colder areas. 

Nurseries selling 
mums ready to flower 
in the fall often refer to 

them as garden mums. 
These may be peren-
nial mums or “florist” 
mums forced to flower 
for fall displays. The 
intent is to use them 
as annuals. Select ones 
with lots of buds and 
just a few if any open 
flowers to maximize 
the bloom time and 
your enjoyment. Place 
one or two mums on the 
front steps, plant them 
in vacant spots in the 
garden or combine them 
with other fall favorites 
in containers. 

These garden mums 
may be hardy and suit-
ed to the area but since 
all the energy is direct-
ed to the flowers little is 
left to establish a hardy, 
robust root system. If 
you have success over-
wintering your garden 
mums, feel free to brag. If 
your plants don’t survive 
or you don’t try, don’t 
worry. You are using 
them as a fall annual as 
they were intended. This 
also provides space for 
new plants in the spring 
and an opportunity to 
try a different color mum 
next fall.

Those mums sold as 
perennials are hardy 
enough to survive the 
winter and flower in 
late summer or early 

fall providing weeks of 
color in the garden. They 
are often sold alongside 
other perennials, labeled 
as perennials, or pro-
moted as hardy for the 
area.  Increase your suc-
cess by planting them in 
spring. This allows the 
plant time to develop a 
robust root system before 
it begins flowering in the 
fall which will increase 
its ability to survive cold 
winters. 

Place mums in an area 
with full sun and water 
thoroughly and often 
enough to keep the soil 
moist but not soggy wet. 
Check the soil in con-
tainers daily and water 
when the top few inches 
of soil are starting to dry. 
Always use a container 
with drainage holes or a 
self-watering pot.

Increase overwin-
tering success by leav-
ing the plants intact in 
the garden over winter.  
Those gardening in cold-
er regions 

may opt to cover the 
plants with evergreen 
boughs after the 
ground freezes, provid-
ing extra insulation.  
Remove the mulch 
when temperatures 
begin hovering above 
freezing. Whether 
covered or not, prune 
out the dead stems in 

spring as new growth 
appears.

Whatever you call 
them, add a few colorful 
mums to your  fall dis-
plays. You are sure to 
enjoy the blast of color 
they provide to your 
landscape before winter 
arrives. 

 
Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the recent-
ly released  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great 
Courses  “How to Grow 
Anything”  instant video 
and DVD series  and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio 
program.  Myers is a 
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for  Birds & 
Blooms  magazine and 
her website is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.

The latest auction 
news begins here in New 
England, where a New 
Hampshire woman who 
purchased old frames 
from a thrift shop later 
found that she had walked 
away with something 
much more significant. 
An old white frame she 
purchased for $4 from a 
Saver’s store held a paint-
ing by renowned artist 
N.C. Wyeth, according to 
NPR. Maine conservator 
Lauren Lewis was called 
in to help determine the 
painting’s authenticity. 
She described Wyeth as 
one of the “preeminent 

illustrators in the early 
20th century.” Wyeth’s 
illustrations appeared in 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
1911 “Treasure Island” 
book. He was the father 
of painter Andrew Wyeth 
and grandfather of artist 
Jamie Wyeth. The paint-
ing was one of four illus-
trations that Wyeth did 
for Helen Hunt Jackson’s 
“Ramona,” which is 
about a Scottish-Native 
American orphan living 
in California after the 
Spanish-American War. 
After consulting with 
Christine Podmaniczky, 
curator emerita of the 

B r a n d y w i n e 
Museum of Art, 
Lewis deter-
mined it was an 
authentic Wyeth. 
The sellers have 
chosen to remain 
anonymous, but 
Lewis did share 
some informa-
tion about them. 
“They are not 
your typical art 
collectors,” she 
stated. The auc-
tion estimate 
is $250,000 and 
“this would be 
life-changing for 
them,” she added. 

Elsewhere in the 
United States, a gun 
created during the 1976 
Bicentennial for Elvis 
Presley recently sold at 
auction, according to 
Fox Business News. The 
Smith & Wesson model 
53 was inlaid with silver 
and gold designs. The gun 
was heavily engraved 
with two silver stars. It 
was designed with an 

American flag 
and eagle below 
the hammer and 
marked “1776-
1976.” A gold-
en Minuteman 
appeared on one 
side of the frame 
and Liberty 
Bell was on 
the backstrap. 
It was deliv-
ered to Elvis on 
November 16, 
1976 before he 
passed away on 
August 16, 1977. 
It brought near-
ly $200,000 at 

auction.

In news from across 
the pond, an uncor-
rected proof copy of 
“Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone” was 
recently sold by a British 
auction house. The 
proof book published by 
Bloomsbury Publishing 
was one of only 200 cop-
ies ever printed. The 
title page misspelled 
JK Rowling’s name as 

JA Rowling. A primary 
school purchased it in 
a warehouse sale for £1 
in 1997. The book had a 
white cover with a yellow 
band along the center and 
didn’t stand out among 
the other children’s 
books that featured 
brighter, more appeal-
ing covers. It appeared 
to have been barely read 
when the school pulled it 
from the shelves in 2002 
after realizing that the 
book might have value 
due to the popularity of 
Harry Potter. It was tem-
porarily misplaced and 
school officials feared it 
may have been discard-
ed until they found it in 
2015. The school recently 
consigned it to auction. It 
sold for £15,000 (approx-
imately $18,697 U.S.), 
proving the adage that 
you can’t judge a book by 
its cover.

We’ll be auctioning 
some books soon, but of 
the comic variety. Our 
toy and comic book online 

auction will begin later 
this month or in early 
October. Our next auc-
tion after that is sched-
uled for late October or 
early November and 
will include art, ster-
ling silver, and a wide 
variety of antiques and 
collectibles. We are still 
accepting coins and 
other consignments for 
that auction. I’ll also be 
teaching my “Evaluating 
your Antiques” class on 
Tuesday, October 3rd at 
Bay Path Adult Evening 
School in Charlton. 
Please visit our website 
https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to 
upcoming events.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.
com (508-612-6111).

New Hampshire woman finds  
‘life-changing’ painting from thrift shop

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Brighten your fall landscape with mums 

Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

Mums add seasonal color to the fall landscape.

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 5:30am-2:00pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30-noon

Grill shuts down 30 minutes prior to close

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

SALMON OSCAR
Fri 9/15 & Sat. 9/16(after 5pm) 

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Now booking holiday parties 
Any size from 10 to 250 guests

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $19.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 09/30/23

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

the Town House to be used as a Friends 
of the Town House Oktoberfest raffle 
prize was a challenge for her. It was a 
subject that she had not done previous-
ly, but she felt that it would be a good 
way to start introducing her art to the 
community. “I felt good about donating 
the painting because the proceeds will 
be going to a very good cause – the ren-
ovation of the North Brookfield Town 
House. I also liked the idea of someone 
outside of my family owning a piece of 
my art,” she added. “I view this as a 
wonderful development for me.” 

About a year and a half ago, Nadia 
underwent neurosurgery and for 
several months was unable to attend 
school. Her recovery was challenging 
to say the least. Although she contin-
ues to have severe migraines, Nadia 
works hard to show up and do her best 
every day. She dedicates much of her 
time to creating art, a talent she has 
honed with little formal training. Art 
is her favorite subject and Nadia loves 
all forms including drawing, painting, 
sketching, print making, ceramics, and 
digital art. After high school she would 
like to go to college and is also consid-
ering art school. Her hobbies include 
photography, thrifting, and travel-
ing. She really likes cats and spends 
time enjoying her pets, especially her 
orange tabby named Fox. 

Nadia has completed her painting of 
the Town House and the raffle prize is 
presently being professionally framed. 

The winner of the Town House paint-
ing will be announced on Saturday, 
September 30 at the Oktoberfest at 
Common Ground Ciderworks. But it 
is not necessary to be present at the 
event from 11 am to 5 pm on the 30th to 
qualify. Raffle tickets are on sale now 
at the cost of one for $5.00 and three for 
$10.00. Individuals interested in pur-
chasing tickets in advance can email 
friends@nbtownhouse.com with their 
contact information or call Maureen 
Caramiello at (508) 596-3582.

SAKHAREV
continued from page  A1
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $250/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com
Fully Insured

ASPHALT PAVING

508-885-2581
Spencer, MA

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

NEWS STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — With 

housing insecurity and 
homelessness impacting 
communities across the 
state, the Spencer Police 
Department continues to 
work with local partners 
to help residents in need.

“Spencer Police is 
happy to share that 
we are partnering 
with Spencer Senior 
Center, Open Sky, and 
Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance to help 
with homelessness in 
Spencer,” read a state-
ment released by the 
SPD.

At the recent multi-
day Spencer Fair, 
representatives from 

the Senior Center, 
Open Sky Community 
Services, and the Central 
Massachusetts Housing 
Alliance (CMHA) col-
lected donations from 
guests to support a newly 
created account called 
“Spencer Homeless 
Emergency Fund.”

The fund will be used 
to secure temporary 
housing at hotels for 
individuals living out-
doors during periods of 
extreme weather. 

Local officials have 
seen an increase in 
homelessness across the 
region since the pandem-
ic struck in 2020. Causes 
include lost jobs; soar-
ing costs for groceries, 

rent, and heating oil; and 
spikes in substance abuse 
and mental health strug-
gles. For many families 
and senior residents on 
fixed incomes, the mar-
gin between home own-
ership and homelessness 
has become alarmingly 
thin.

For Spencer Police 
Chief Michael Befford 
and his colleagues, 
addressing homelessness 
continues to be a team 
approach. This past win-
ter, the SPD worked with 
Open Sky representa-
tives to support several 
assistance projects. 

In January, Spencer 
Police Sgt. Norman 
Hodgerney partnered 

with Open Sky housing 
team member Ashley 
Leiton to conduct the 
“Point in Time Count.” 
The goal of this annu-
al census program is to 
document the number of 
homeless individuals cur-
rently living in Spencer. 

After 18 homeless com-
munity members were 
identified in town during 
the January effort—and 
many more believed to be 
living unreported in var-
ious locations—Spencer 
residents stepped up in 
a big way to offer their 
support. 

Most recently, local 
officials conveyed the 
seriousness of the issue 
to guests at the Spencer 

Fair. Thanks to increased 
outreach at local events, 
more residents have got-
ten involved in efforts to 
reduce homelessness.

Since January, relying 
on the continued sup-
port of area residents 
and organizations, Open 
Sky has helped nearly 
100 local individuals exit 
homelessness, including 
five veterans. 

“Open Sky has been 
working tirelessly to help 
the homeless in Spencer. 
They are actively seek-
ing landlords that would 
be willing to make avail-
able rentals to Spencer’s 
homeless that are seek-
ing assistance,” Chief 
Befford said.

If you would like to sup-
port the mission of reduc-
ing homelessness in cen-
tral Massachusetts, visit 
www.cmhaonline.org 
and click on the donate 
button at the top right-
hand side of the page. 

All donations collected 
will go directly to those 
without a home through-
out the region.

To learn more about 
Open Sky Community 
Services and its assis-
tance provided across 
the area, visit www.
OpenSkyCS.org. 

WORCESTER — 
Worcester’s 12th annu-
al Day of Play Family 
Festival is on Saturday, 
September 16th from 
11:00AM-4:00PM at Elm 
Park.  

 
Immerse in the power 

of play with over 50 activ-
ities to explore and per-
formers to enjoy.  

 
“This festival brings 

our community togeth-
er and it is an honor for 
Edward Street to host 
this festival for the 12th 
year,” said Eve Gilmore, 
Edward Street CEO. 
“We look forward to 
welcoming the children 
and families of Central 
Massachusetts once 
again to join in the joy of 
play.” 

 
Day of Play was found-

ed by Edward Street in 
2010 and continues to be 
an annual chance to unite 
the community. The fes-
tival features seven key 
areas of play for children 
and their families: Active, 
Construction, Creative 
Arts, Health & Wellness, 
Mindfulness, Reading, 
and STEM. Community 
volunteers and organi-
zations help bring these 
play activities to life. 

 
Set to perform are the 

Joy of Music Program 
(JOMP), Crocodile River 
Music, the Traditional 
Lion Dancers, Chuck & 
Mud (and Buds), Janoah 
Bailin, In Da Zone, 
Cory Scott, and magi-
cian Francis Flynn. As 
well, the South High 
Marching Band will lead 
a procession around Elm 
Park. Featured activi-

ties include an obstacle 
course, robot coding, 
bubble making, and rock-
et design/build/launch 
activities. The Worcester 
Art Museum will provide 
a watercolor painting 
project and the SE Asian 
Coalition (SEAC) will 
host a face painting and 
henna tattoo activity for 
play participants to dis-
cover.  Local mascot char-
acters including Jake the 
Lion (The Bravehearts), 
the Woofster (WooSox) 
and Benjie (Bay State 
Savings Bank) will also 
be on hand.

 
Day of Play is a free, 

volunteer-based event 
and open to the public 
thanks to our sponsors 
including: 

Presenting Sponsors: 
Edward Street, Worcester 
Family Partnership, 

Play Area Sponsors: 
Harr Automotive Group, 
Worcester Division of 
Public Health & the 
REACH Grant, 

Activity Sponsors: 
Abbvie, Eastern Bank, 
Guild of St. Agnes, 
Hanover Insurance 
Group Foundation, 
National Grid, Tufts 
Health Plan, Webster 
Five Foundation, 
Wegmans, 

Contributing Sponsors: 
Avidia Bank, Baystate 
Savings Bank, Berkshire 
Bank, Country Bank, 
Middlesex Savings Bank, 
Seven Hills Foundation, 
and 

Supporting Sponsors: 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Worcester, Cornerstone 
Bank, Herlihy Insurance 
Group, MAAEYC, 
Price Chopper | 
Market 32, Smileland of 

Westborough, and the 
YWCA of Central MA. 

 
This year’s festival 

is also supported by an 
ARPA Grant from the 
City of Worcester. 

 
Rain date is September 

23rd. 
 
For more information, 

visit http://www.worces-
terdayofplay.org  or visit 
the Day of Play Facebook 
page. 

 
About Edward Street: 
Edward Street is a 

private, non-profit agen-
cy that collaborates to 
improve the quality and 
impact of early education 
and care, enhancing the 
development of young 
children and strengthen-
ing families in Central 
Massachusetts. Learn 

more at  www.edward-
street.org. 

 
About Worcester 

Family Partnership: 
 
Worcester Family 

Partnership is fund-
ed through a MA 
Department of Early 
Education and Care 
grant to provide support 
services to families with 
children birth to school 
age. Worcester Family 
Partnership offers free 
playgroups, the opportu-
nity to participate in a 
FREE Screening for your 
child, and many other 
programs. Learn more 
athttps://worcester -
schools.org/about/com-
munity-partnerships/
worcester-family-part-
nership/.

Annual Day of Play Family Festival takes place Sept. 16 at Elm Park

Spencer Police Department, local partners  
work to combat local homelessness

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21P0198EA

Estate of: 
Patricia M Corson

Date of Death: 08/31/2020
CITATION ON PETITION  

FOR ORDER OF  
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Michael C Meloche of Spencer MA
requesting that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a first and 
final account, First and Final and other 
such relief as may be requested in the 
Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 10/03/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court
August 31, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of 
Probate
September 15, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS WORCESTER, 
SS. PROBATE COURT DOCKET NO. 
WO23E0059PP To Sharon Jarvis of 
Warren in the County of Worcester 
and to all persons interested. A petition 
has been presented to said Court by 
Roger Gagnon of Warren, MA, Marc 
Richard of Warren, MA, Suzanne Paris 
of South Hadley, MA, and Kristine 
Booden of FL representing that they 
hold as Tenants in Common certain 
land lying in Warren in said County 
Worcester and briefly described as 
follows: EXHIBIT A, 1710 Main Street, 
Warren, MA. A certain tract of with 
the buildings thereon situated in No. 
4 Village, so-called, in the Village 
of West Warren, Town of Warren, 
County of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
on the northerly side of the state high-
way-leading from said West Warren to 
the Village of Warren, bounded and 
described as follows, viz: BEGINNING 
at a cement bound on the northerly 
Bide of said state road at the south-
easterly of lot being described and 
at the southwesterly corner of land 
formerly of one Baker; Thence by 
land formerly of said Baker, North 5° 
50’ East one hundred ninety-seven 
and 5/10 (197.5) feet; Thence North 
74° 30’ West one hundred fifty-seven 
(157) feet to center of brook; Thence 
by center of brook South 16° 40’ West 
one hundred forty and 5/10 (140.5) 

feet; Thence by center of brook South 
44° West fifty-eight (58) feet plus to 
the northerly line of said state road; 
Thence easterly along the northerly 
line of said state road two hundred 
eighteen (218) feet to the place of 
beginning, containing approximately 
39, 690 square feet. SUBJECT TO 
restrictions of record. Being the same 
premises conveyed to Catherine H. 
Mack and Pauline S. Gagnon by deed 
of Robert .T. Fijol, individually and as 
Executor of the Estate of Sophie Fijol 
dated December 27, 1989, and record-
ed with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 12542, Page 150. 
Setting forth that they desire that - all 
- the aforesaid described part - of said 
land may be sold at private sale for 
not less than $300,000.00 dollars, and 
praying that partition may be made of 
all the land aforesaid, according to law, 
and to that end that commissioner be 
appointed to make such partition and 
be ordered to make sale and convey-
ance of all, or any part of said land 
which the Court finds cannot be advan-
tageously divided either at private-sale 
or public auction, and be ordered to 
distribute the net proceeds thereof. 
If you desire to object thereto you 
or your attorney should file a written 
appearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twelfth day of September 2023, the 
return day of this citation. WITNESS, 
Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First Justice of 
this Court, this fifteenth day of August 
2023. Stephanie K. Fattman, Register 
of Probate ___, ___, ___, 2023
September 1, 2023
September 8, 2023
September 15, 2023

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

23 SM 003275
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
DonnTodd T. Hartman
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition 
Corp.
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Salisbury, numbered 116 Elm Street, 
given by DonnTodd T. Hartman to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as 
nominee for Bank of England, dated 
February 6, 2014, and recorded at 
Essex County (Southern District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 33106, Page 
137, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated May 3, 2017 and 
recorded at said Registry in Book 
35907, Page 152, as affected by Loan 
Modification Agreement dated May 1, 
2019 and recorded at said Registry 
in Book 37446, Page 287, as affect-
ed by Loan Modification Agreement 
dated January 1, 2020 and recorded 
at said Registry in Book 38178, Page 
477, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated March 24, 2022 and 
recorded at said Registry in Book 
40875, Page 594 and now held by the 

plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before October 9, 
2023or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on _August 25, 
2023.
Attest:					   
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
September 15, 2023

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to Mass General 
Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40, 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act, the Brookfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, September 28, 2023, 
at 6:30 P.M., at the Brookfield Town 
Hall located in the Banquet Hall, on 
a Notice of Intent filed by Green Hill 
Engineering on behalf of Marlaine 
Burbank for the address listed at 19 
Quaboag Street for the replacement 
of a septic tank. Portions of the pro-
posed project lie within the Riverfront 
Area.  The application is on file and is 
available for public inspection in the 
Town Clerks office Monday through 
Thursday from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Chris Kelleher
Chair, Brookfield Conservation 
Commission
September 15, 2023
September 23, 2023

 Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m. at the West Brookfield Town Hall, 
to act on an application for a Special 
Permit, for Christine Kiraly-Thomas 
for the property located at 32 Cottage 
Street, West Brookfield.  The applicant 
wishes to construct a new addition 
in General District.   This requires 
a Special Permit as per section(s).  
1.5 Nonconformity, Use Regulations 
§ 1.52 (a) Nonconforming Structures 
(a.) (et al)
September 15, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P3086EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate of:
Donna I. Schell

Date of Death: 08/11/2023To all inter-
ested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by Joseph 
A. Kendall of West Warren, MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Joseph A. Kendall of 
West Warren, MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/03/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 01, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 15, 2023

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Alan Stolarczyk has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commission 
to reshape an existing patio located at 
37 Sherman Grove, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
September 27, 2023 at which time all 
persons having an interest may be 
present or call in remotely to partici-
pate. Conservation Commission meet-
ings open at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
September 15, 2023

LEGALS

Hi! My name is Yomiah, 13, and 
I love music!

Yomiah is a happy and inquisitive 
boy who is described by those who 
know him best as sweet and kind 
with a love of music. He sings a vari-
ety of songs, from B-I-N-G-O to Lady 
Gaga, and will often listen to musical 
toys by holding them up to his ears. 
Yomiah is an active child who likes 
to play independently, and will also 
engage with adults by reaching for 
their hands and sitting in their laps.

Yomiah receives supportive ser-
vices to assist him in all areas of de-
velopment. He communicates using 

a combination of words, signs, and augmentative communication and is also 
working with tactile symbols and Braille. Yomiah benefits from individualized 
attention and support within a predictable and stable routine. He often sings 
specific songs to specific people, showing awareness and familiarity with 
them.

Yomiah will be best supported by a family who has a medical background, 
or a willingness to learn, and who is prepared to support and advocate for 
him throughout his life. Caregivers who are patient, nurturing, affectionate 
and strong advocates would be the best match for him.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5871

Can I Adopt?  
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care.

Yomiah
Age 13

young woman has—and 
what talent,” said Senior 
Center Director Rachelle 
Cloutier. “She knows 
how to be a spectacular 
entertainer. She address-
es her audience in a way 
that makes a person feel 
as though you are relat-
ed.  She is not afraid of 
sharing personal experi-
ences.”

Brindisi is no stranger 
to the Senior Center, hav-
ing previously performed 
there on June 6 as part 
of her “Music Therapy 
in Concert” tour that 
brought her to venues 
across New England. 

A Berklee College grad-
uate, Brindisi has been 
a local leader in music 
therapy for more than 
a decade. Long before 
she impressed a panel 
of megastar coaches on 
Season 22 of “The Voice”, 
her work ranged from 
individual clients to 
group sessions. 

“The key to achieving 
the benefits of music 
therapy is to allow people 
to be their most authen-
tic self in music, no mat-
ter the vulnerabilities, 
abilities, challenges, or 
differences everyone 
brings to the table,” read 
a statement promoting 
Brindisi’s summer con-

cert tour. “Music has the 
power to create a safe and 
creative space to allow 
for healing and progress. 
These concerts are collab-
orative, meaningful, and 
specifically designed for 
our community members 
of an elder age.”

Local seniors are still 
talking about the unfor-
gettable shows performed 
by a singer who makes 
sure to never forget her 
roots.

“Many were here 
as  members of the 
Senior Citizens Club of 
Leicester, while others 
saw the announcement in 
the paper and came from 
near and far to listen to 
her,” Cloutier said of 
the Sept. 5 concert.  “The 

entertainment truly sur-
passes any event we have 
held here.  It is our hope 
that with the financial 
assistance of our Local 
Cultural Council and her 
availability, we can have 
her here next year.”

Brindisi is scheduled to 
perform again next year 
at the Leicester Senior 
Center (Dec. 3, 2024, at 
10:30 a.m.).

 
Brindisi is currently 

working on the release 
of an album featuring her 
own compositions. She is 
also planning an upcom-
ing event at Mechanics 
Hall.

For Leicester seniors 
and officials, the count-
down to next year’s live 

performance is already 
on.

“When we speak of ver-
satility and talent, she 
has it all,” Cloutier told 
the New Leader. “Some of 
our seniors had special 
selections, and she adapt-
ed quickly and gave each 
one a version of what 
they wanted.”

Brindisi’s vocal range 
was on full display during 
the special request seg-
ment of the concert, per-
forming everything from 
“Blue Suede Shoes” to 
“Margaritaville.”

To learn more about 
the singer and where you 
can catch her local per-
formances, visit www.
carabrindisi.com.

BRANDISI
continued from page  A1
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Leicester Police Log
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
6:01 a.m.: suspicious mv (Washburn 

Street), unfounded; 7:55 a.m.: welfare 
check (Burncoat Lane), assisted; 9:45 
a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:08 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 12:03 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), services rendered; 12:19 p.m.: 
ambulance (Bond Street), transported; 
2:06 p.m.: mv stop (Warren Avenue), 
verbal warning; 2:34 p.m.: parking com-
plaint (Dale Street), resolved; 4:19 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), no status 
noted on police log; 4:31 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Tobin Road); 6:16 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, criminal application 
issued; 7:58 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), resolved; 8:28 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:03 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 11:20 p.m.: assist cit-
izen (Cricklewood Drive); 11:38 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Main Street), false 
alarm.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
6:00 a.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive), 

verbal warning; 8:41 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Paxton Street); 9:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 9:13 a.m.: welfare 
check (Pleasant Street), Christine M. 
Burhans, 63, 30 Lake Avenue, Spencer, 
OUI liquor, unregistered mv, arrest; 
11:16 a.m.: malicious mischief (Clark 
Street), resolved; 11:50 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Dolma Lane), referred to ACO; 
12:02 p.m.: welfare check (Crestwood 
Road), resolved; 1:33 p.m.: ambulance 
(Stafford Street), transported; 2:05 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Waite Street); 2:34 p.m.: 
accident (Paxton Street), report taken; 
3:52 p.m.: welfare check (Crestwood 
Road), resolved; 4:57 p.m.: harassment 
(Tobin Road), report taken; 5:31 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 6:21 p.m.: family problem 
(Mayflower Circle), resolved; 9:37 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), unfounded; 
11:31 p.m.: neighbor dispute (Pleasant 
Street), assisted.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
12:47 a.m.: mv stop (Mulberry Street), 

spoken to; 1:56 a.m.: accident (Auburn 
Street), transported to hospital; 8:27 
a.m.: investigation (Paxton Street), 
report taken; 9:05 a.m.: property found 
(Soojians Drive), resolved; 9:58 a.m.: 
harassment (Main Street), report 
taken; 11:27 a.m.: harassment (Tobin 
Road), investigated; 11:43 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Crestwood Road), report taken; 
1:10 p.m.: stolen mv (Westminster 
Street), report taken; 1:12 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Henshaw Street), transported; 
1:56 p.m.: hit/run accident (South Main 
Street), report taken; 2:51 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Crestwood Road), transported; 
4:45 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:16 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Mannville Street), unable to locate; 
8:03 p.m.: disturbance (Sanfred Road); 
spoken to; 10:15 p.m.: disturbance 
(Cemetery Road), spoken to; 10:39 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Stafford Street), spo-
ken to.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
12:11 a.m.: family problem (Reservoir 

Street), spoken to; 12:13 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), services rendered; 
1:00 a.m.: suspicious mv (Auburn 
Street), mv towed; 2:47 a.m.: welfare 
check (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
assisted; 6:21 a.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 9:35 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 12:15 p.m.: 
ambulance (Pine Street), transport-
ed; 12:29 p.m.: ambulance (Brookside 
Drive), transported; 1:34 p.m.: assist 
citizen (South Main Street); 2:14 p.m.: 
ambulance (Hemlock Street), trans-
ported; 3:27 p.m.: ambulance (Mulberry 
Street), transported; 6:18 p.m.: (Warren 
Street), transported; 6:27 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Bunker Hill Road), call canceled; 
6:40 p.m.: assist citizen (Tobin Road); 
7:47 p.m.: welfare check (Burncoat 
Lane), services rendered; 10:20 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Paxton Street), spoken 
to; 11:42 p.m.: disturbance (Soojians 
Drive), spoken to.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
1:06 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 2:08 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Pleasant Street), transported; 
10:35 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Spencer), transported; 11:06 a.m.: fraud 
(South Main Street), report taken; 1:33 
p.m.: accident (Mill Street), report 
taken; 5:18 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 5:27 
p.m.: assist citizen (Stafford Street); 
5:38 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spo-
ken to; 6:23 p.m.: disturbance (Marshall 
Street), resolved; 6:41 p.m.: disturbance 
(Henshaw Street), assisted; 7:35 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 8:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
assisted; 8:06 p.m.: gunshots heard 
(Henshaw Street), unfounded; 8:26 
p.m.: ambulance (Mayflower Circle), 
transported.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
6:34 a.m.: hit/run accident t (Main 

Street), report taken; 7:47 a.m.: investi-
gation (South Main Street), spoken to; 
8:10 a.m.: vandalism (Memorial School 
Drive), report taken; 8:29 a.m.: inves-
tigation (South Main Street), report 
taken; 1:46 p.m.: assist citizen (Paxton 
Street); 3:15 p.m.: accident (Stafford 
Street), report taken; 4:04 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 

mv, unregistered mv, criminal appli-
cation issued; 4:13 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 4:32 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 4:51 p.m.: 
mv stop (Pleasant Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unin-
sured mv, unregistered mv, mv towed; 
4:57 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
mv towed; 5:25 p.m.: welfare check 
(Flint Way), assisted; 5:59 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unin-
sured mv, unregistered mv, criminal 
application issued; 6:52 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), written warning; 
8:47 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 9:12 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 9:16 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:48 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), citation issued.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
7:51 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 

written warning; 7:56 a.m.: acci-
dent (Pleasant Street), report taken; 
8:52 a.m.: animal complaint (Charles 
Street), referred to ACO; 8:57 a.m.: 
investigation (Hyland Avenue), report 
taken; 9:44 a.m.: ambulance (Flint 
Way), transported; 10:27 a.m.: disabled 
mv (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
gone on arrival; 10:42 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Woodland Drive), 
served; 11:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:03 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 12:33 p.m.: parking com-
plaint (Main Street), resolved; 12:38 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 12:48 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 1:45 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, criminal appli-
cation issued; 3:14 p.m.: ambulance 
(Gleason Way), transported; 6:09 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 6:26 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 7:39 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 8:04 p.m.: 
mv stop (Paxton Street), verbal warn-
ing; 8:20 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford 
Street), transported; 8:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 9:03 
p.m.: family problem (Fairview Drive), 
arrest made.

# # # 

Spencer Police Log
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
12:00-5:41a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:30 a.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info taken; 2:15 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
4:38 a.m.: commercial alarm (Meadow 
Street), canceled; 7:56 a.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 8:14 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Charlton Road), 
info taken; 8:24 a.m.: multiple LTC 
issued/8 (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:30 a.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), issued; 9:41 a.m.: commercial 
alarm (Water Street), services ren-
dered; 10:04 a.m.: medical/general (Old 
Farm Road); 11:45 a.m.: disturbance 
(Maple Street), neighbor issues; 12:11 
p.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 12:57 p.m.: fire alarm (Ash 
Street), referred; 1:22 p.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Mechanic Street), services 
rendered; 1:22 p.m.: fire alarm (Howe 
Village), referred; 1:30 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Paxton Road), referred; 2:45 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of address; 2:52 p.m.: medical/
general (Wall Street); 3:14 p.m.: tres-
passing (West Main Street), trespass 
issued; 7:06 p.m.: medical/general 
(West Main Street); 7:35 p.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 7:47 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Holmes Street), investi-
gated; 8:10 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 8:35 p.m.: medical/general, 
North Spencer Road); 9:34 p.m.: 911 call 
(Cranberry Meadow Road), open line; 
10:42 p.m.: medical/general (Cranberry 
Meadow Road); (total daily mv stops 
– 1).  

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
12:13-1:36 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:47 a.m.: parking violation 
(Grove Street), ticket issued; 4:59-5:14 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 7:10 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 8:45 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Hastings Road), child boarded wrong 
bus; 9:41 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), female in station/req. 
ambulance; 10:27 a.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 
11:54 a.m.: juvenile matter (West Main 
Street), services rendered; 12:57 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Temple Street), re: 
issue w/father; 1:11 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), issue w/neighbors; 1:15 
p.m.: medical/general (Ash Street); 2:50 
p.m.: lost/found (Main Street), found 
bag w/personal items; 2:57 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Greenville Street), rep. 
earlier incident; 3:25 p.m.: DPW call 
(Tom Casey Road), lines down/pole 
leaning;3:36 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), rep. of vandalism; 3:43 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), mv vs 
school bus; 4:25 p.m.: lost/found 
(Pleasant Street), keys found; 6:55 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Crestview Drive), bike 
dumped; 7:28 p.m.: hit/run accident 
(Valley Street), mv keyed; 7:31 p.m.: 
disturbance (Chestnut Street), rep. 
threats; 7:49 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Mechanic Street), injured cat in yard; 
8:44 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village), lift assist; 9:15 p.m.: medical/
general (Valley Street); 10:03 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Smithville Road), spo-
ken to; (total daily mv stops – 1).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
12:10 a.m.: medical/general (Cherry 

Street), lift assist; 1:42-5:09 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 2:07 a.m.: parking 
violation (Temple Street), ticket issued; 
2:37 a.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), report taken; 6:18 a.m.: 
mv lockout (Main Street), assisted; 6:28 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Maple Street), 
accidental; 8:54 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Howe Village), req. welfare check; 9:47 
a.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
10:01 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), trash in roadway/Leicester 
side of Route 9; 10:12 a.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), services rendered; 
10:37 a.m.: mv complaint (Smithville 
Road), mv parked on town property; 
11:18 a.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 11:32 a.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), serve trespass 
notice; 12:02 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), req. info on ken-
nel license; 1:06 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Vine Street), re: social media stalking; 
1:08 p.m.: officer wanted (Crestview 
Drive), concerned for husband; 1:51 
p.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 1:52 p.m.: medical/general 
(Paxton Road); 1:58 p.m.: lost/found 
(Smithville Road), wallet found; 2:29 
p.m.: officer wanted (High Street), re: 
custody exchange; 2:25 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
3:51 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
re: previous disturbance; 4:05 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spoken 
to; 4:11 p.m.: illegal dumping (Valley 
Street), unauth. use of dumpster; 4:35 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Elm Street), 
investigated; 5:02 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Smithville Road); 5:04 p.m.: missing 
person/juvenile (Smithville Road), 11 
yo missing 15 min.; 5:11 p.m.: medical/
general (Langevin Street), lift assist; 
5:28 p.m.: animal complaint (Bixby 
Road), re: copper head snake; 5:39 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), investi-
gated; 5:48 p.m.: lost/found (Smithville 
Road), wallet found; 6:08 p.m.: missing 
person/adult (Smithville Road), ser-
vices rendered; 6:12 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), UMass cath lab down; 
6:18 p.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); 8:12 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 8:51 p.m.: 911 call (Smithville 
Road), re: accident; 8:56 p.m.: disabled 
mv (North Spencer Road), services 
rendered; 9:18 p.m.: commercial fire 
alarm (Main Street), referred; 9:23 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Meadow Road), mvs 
blocking lot exit; 10:56 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Smithville Road), re: brother 
left; 10:35 p.m.: lost/found (Smithville 
Road), found debit card; 10:58 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Smithville Road), Kamron 
Jordan Routhier, 20, no home address 
recorded in police log, disorderly con-
duct, disturbing the peace, resisting 
arrest, arrest; (total daily mv stops – 2).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
1:06-3:11 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 4:42 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Chestnut Street), services rendered; 
5:55 a.m.: building checked, secure; 6:45 
a.m.: commercial alarm (West Main 
Street), services rendered; 7:23 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), re: con-
cern for homeless person; 8:46 a.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), West 
Brookfield PD bolo; 9:44 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Sherman Grove); 10:35 
a.m.: medical/general (Valley Street); 
11:05 a.m.: residential alarm (Delude 
Avenue), services rendered; 11:05 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Browning Pond 
Road), loose dogs; 11:34 a.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Main Street), investi-
gated; 11:58 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), re: cat meowing/3 days; 
12:37 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
room entered w/out consent; 12:44 p.m.: 
lost/found (Main Street), wallet lost; 
1:08 p.m.: accident (Charlton Road), 
report taken; 1:20 p.m.: lost/found 
(West Main Street), wallet lost; 2:11 
p.m.: parking complaint (Sherwood 
Drive), mvs parked on lawn; 2:28 p.m.: 
medical/general (West Main Street); 
2:57 p.m.: hit/run accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 4:12 p.m.: DPW 
call (Lyford Road), mattress on road-
side; 4:31 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Smithville Road), info taken; 4:35 p.m.: 
accident (Smithville Road), truck hit 
2 mcs; 5:10 p.m.: medical/general (Bell 
Street), lift assist; 5:25 p.m.: 911 call 
(Franklin Street), accidental; 5:44 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Pleasant Street), mvs 
speeding; 7:03 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), barking dogs; 7:07 
p.m.: disturbance (Mechanic Street), 
noise complaint; 7:14 p.m.: disturbance 
(Smithville Road), fight; 7:16 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Paxton Road), boulders 
in roadway; 7:22 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Smithville Road); 7:30 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), poss. drug activ-
ity in parking lot; 9:20 p.m.: fireworks 
complaint (Maple Street), info taken; 
9:03 p.m.: officer wanted (Smithville 
Road), investigated; 10:30 p.m.: lost/
found (Smithville Road), cell phone 
lost; 10:34 p.m.: req. property check 
(Marble Road), heard noise in attic; 
(total daily mv stops – 3).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
12:38 a.m.: lost/found (Smithville 

Road), cell phone lost; 1:30-1:56 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 5:46 a.m.: 
parking violation (Grove Street), ticket 
issued; 8:31 a.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), 2 males fighting; 9:13 a.m.: mv 
lockout (Smithville Road), services 
rendered; 10:06 a.m.: medical/mental 
health (Cornfield Road); 11:12 a.m.: mv 
complaint (Charlton Road), mv speed-
ing; 11:19 a.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), info taken; 1:21 p.m.: 

commercial alarm (South Spencer 
Road), services rendered; 2:56 p.m.: 
medical/general (Smithville Road); 
3:02 p.m.: medical/general (Smithville 
Road); 3:29 p.m.: accident (Greenville 
Street), report taken; 3:45 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Pleasant/Meadow streets), tx 
backed up to Paxton line; 3:49 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 3:57 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
State Police bolo/erratic mc on Route 9; 
4:22 p.m.: DPW call (Northwest Road), 
couch dumped roadside; 4:26 p.m.: 
medical/general (Smithville Road); 
4:50 p.m.: medical/general (Jolicoeur 
Avenue); 5:29 p.m.: disturbance 
(Woodside Road), m/f fighting; 5:42 
p.m.: 911 call (Smithville Road), open 
line; 5:48 p.m.: arrest/adult (Smithville 
Road), protective custody; 6:01 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), att. shop-
lifting/bag dropped; 8:06 p.m.: lost/
found (Smithville Road), purse found; 
8:12 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 8:15 p.m.: officer wanted (North 
Spencer Road), req. courtesy trans-
port; 9:06 p.m.: lost/found (Smithville 
Road), Nike backpack found; 9:09 p.m.: 
elderly matter (Smithville Road), can’t 
find family; 9:21 p.m.: disturbance 
(Smithville Road), fems arguing; 9:38 
p.m.: disturbance (Smithville Road), 
2 girls fighting; 9:59 p.m.: disorderly 
conduct (Smithville Road), Kira Janae 
Colon, no home address recorded in 
police log, disorderly conduct, dis-
turbing the peace, arrest; 10:04 p.m.: 
disorderly conduct (Smithville Road), 
female moved from grounds; 10:18 
p.m.: officer wanted (Smithville Road), 
windshield cracked at fair; 11:38 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), hit/run 
Route 9 wb; (total daily mv stops – 0).

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
12:15 a.m.: lost/found (Smithville 

Road), debit card found; 1:23-1:24 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 1:48 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 2:24 
a.m.: building checked, secure; 3:42 
a.m.: commercial alarm (South Spencer 
Road), services rendered; 6:27 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Main Street), referred; 7:53 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Main Street), peo-
ple in construction area; 9:13 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (North Spencer Road), 
injured cat/ACO called; 9:21 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Crestview Drive), req. VIN 
verification; 10:11 a.m.: disturbance 
(West Main Street), male causing dis-
turbance; 10:13 a.m.: medical/general 
(Grove Street); 10:19 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), loose dog; 10:24 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
laundry basket left in area; 10:24 a.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 
10:25 a.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 10:32 a.m.: 911 call (Charlton 
Road), accidental; 10:32 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 11:05 a.m.: 911 
call (Smithville Road), no emergency; 
11:30 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:30 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Cottage Street); 12:57 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 1:12 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Route 49), fire on RR tracks; 2:04 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Maple Street), assisted; 
2:13 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
spoken to; 2:46 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Smithville Road), no contact; 3:30 
p.m.: 911 call (Smithville Road), open 
line; 4:02 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Rutland PD bolo; 4:26 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 4:29 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), open line; 
6:01 p.m.: officer wanted (Ash Street), 
req. harassment prevention order; 6:07 
p.m.: disturbance (West Main Street), 
rep. of stabbing; 6:54 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), rep. adult hitting young 
child; 7:07 p.m.: medical/general (Point 
Eastalee Road); 8:08 p.m.: suspicious 
person (Main Street), drunk male; 8:24 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Grove Street), 
info taken; 8:54 p.m.: vandalism (Grove 
Street), poss. att. break-in; 9:26 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 9:28 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Main Street), public 
drinking; 10:18 p.m.: residential fire 
alarm (High Street), referred; (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
12:10 a.m.: medical/general (Bixby 

Road); 1:22-2:43 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 1:37 a.m.: medical/
general (Brooks Pond Cross Road); 6:02 
a.m.: lost/found (Smithville Road), key 
found; 7:02 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Old Meadow Road), services rendered; 
7:48 a.m.: multiple LTC issued/4 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 9:01 a.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Dale Street), illegal burn; 
10:38 a.m.: vandalism (Valley Street), 
dirt bikes tearing up grass; 11:16 a.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(West Main Street); 11:57 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Browning Pond Road), lift 
assist; 12:52 p.m.: disturbance (Howe 
Village), neighbors yelling/scream-
ing; 12:58 p.m.: mv lockout (West Main 
Street), assisted; 1:02 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Brown Street); 1:25 
p.m.: domestic abuse (Wall Street), 
restraining order violation; 2:13 p.m.: 
lost/found (West Main Street), wallet 
found; 5:10 p.m.: residential fire (Main 
Street), referred; 6:24 p.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 7:29 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 8:24 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
North Brookfield PD bolo; 8:43 p.m.: 
medical/general (Browning Pond 
Road), lift assist; 9:31 p.m.: disturbance 
(Nottingham Circle), Shauna Valerie 
Aarden, 22, no home address recorded 
in police log, negligent operation of 
mv, arrest; 9:50 p.m.: medical/general 
(Lake Street); (total daily mv stops – 2).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS



14 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, September 15, 2023

By Nick Ethier
Sports Editor
LEICESTER — Season 

openers in high school 
varsity soccer can often-
times produce sloppy 
play. Passes may be off 
the mark, collecting those 
passes may be missed and 
communication may be 
less than proficient. But, 
for Tantasqua Regional’s 
girls’ squad, it appeared 
as if the Warriors had 
been playing all sum-
mer when they took on 
Leicester High on Friday, 
Sept. 8.

“Coming along well 
for game one,” said 
Tantasqua head coach 
Matthew Rickson instead 
of the alternative, which 
he called a “nightmare.”

The Warriors con-
trolled play in the first half 
and, after a strong peri-
od of second half action 
from the Wolverines, 
they regrouped and fin-
ished off a 3-0 decision.

“We moved the ball 
well, and we were able to 
put the ball in the back 
of the net. Usually, game 
one is a real tough time 

finding frame and caus-
ing unforced turnovers. 
As always, you’re going 
to have those, but they 
did well moving the ball 
and did well spreading 
out,” explained Rickson.

Tantasqua got on the 
scoreboard in the game’s 
27th minute, when Lilina 
Shiers’ shot was turned 
aside by keeper Jill 
Rodrique. That result-
ed in a corner kick, and 
Eleanor Colati serviced 
the ball into Eleanor 
Leland, whose shot got 
past Rodrique.

Leicester hardly pres-
sured the Warriors’ net 
in the first half, as keeper 
Elizabeth Thompson was 
faced with just one shot 
as Tantasqua led 1-0 at 
the break.

“The second half start-
ed much better,” said 
Joe Mercier, head coach 
of the Wolverines. “We 
made the corrections at 
halftime. The girls really 
took ownership of what 
they needed to focus on 
and accomplish in the 
second half, which is play 
the way that we want to 
play.”

Leicester peppered 
the Warriors’ net to the 
tune of four shots in the 
second half, but all were 
turned aside by Grace St. 
Laurent, who took over 
for Thompson in the final 
40-minute stanza. The 
Wolverines’ best chance 
came when St. Laurent 
dove to her left to stop 
a shot by Abby Baker. 

The rebound rolled out 
and Tantasqua defender 
Nicki Vejack cleared the 
rebound.

“They were taking it 
to us, and we weren’t 
getting past half,” said 
Rickson.

But all that changed 
in the 56th minute when 
Kaydie O’Neil sent a pass 
over the Leicester defend-
ers and to Shiers, who 
then slipped her shot by 
Rodrique.

“That is huge because 
that took the gas they 
had, all that drive,” 
Rickson said of stopping 
the Wolverines’ momen-
tum. “But Leicester did 
very well that second 
half. They were just 
unlucky they couldn’t get 
the ball in the back of the 
net.”

The Warriors then 
put the game away with 
a goal in the 64th min-
ute. Shiers nearly scored 
again, but Isabelle Alden 
followed up the rebound 
for her first varsity goal 
in her first varsity game.

Rickson noted that 
his team has everything 
from skilled upperclass-
men to inexperienced 
underclassmen this sea-
son.

“I’ve got a young bench, 
got some experience on 
the field, got some inju-
ries in the pocket, so 
we’ve got to iron it all out 
and be moving forward,” 
he said.

Leicester, meanwhile, 
never quit, a mantra 
that Mercier expects his 
squad to always attain.

“The second half 
urgency, playing wise, 
was much better. Their 
fitness is really in a good 
spot right now,” he said. 
“This team will never 

stop working, and we’ll 
never stop running.

“I’m super excited 
for the season,” added 
Mercier. “We’re definite-
ly on the younger side 

and we have some great 
senior and junior leader-
ship as well. We have 15 
(games) to go and we’re 
just going to go game-by-
game.”

SPORTS

PINEVILLE, N.C. 
— Brookfield native 
Spencer Cipro, who 
played his high school 
baseball at Tantasqua 
Regional and for the 

Sturbridge Post 109 
American Legion team, 
helped lead his collegiate 
summer team to a cham-
pionship. The Pineville 
Porcupines, based in a 

suburb of Charlotte, are a 
member of the Old North 
State League, a summer 
league for college players 
from around the coun-
try that plays its games 
across North Carolina. 
Managed by Chris 
Manriquez, the team fin-
ished the regular season 
with a 20-12 record and a 
bid at the league playoffs.

However, it wasn’t an 
easy road to the tourna-
ment for the Porcupines 
as they got off to a rocky 
start, emphasized by a 
13-inning one-run road 
loss in Marion on opening 
night. Midway through 
June, the Pineville 
squad picked up some 
much-needed momen-
tum, going 7-3 to finish 
the month and were able 
to collect some important 
wins in heated contests 
against division rivals.

During this time the 
pitching staff rose to 
the occasion, affirmed 
by sending five pitch-
ers to the league all-star 
game. Among them was 
Cipro, who produced for 
the Porcupines all sum-
mer long. The 6-foot-5, 
225-pound right-hander 
finished the regular sea-
son 6-0 on eight starts 

with 55 innings pitched, 
57 strikeouts, only 11 
walks, and a 0.94 ERA. 
During the summer, 
Cipro also found a new 
college baseball home, 
transferring from local 
Assumption University 
to top-ranked contender 
Belmont Abbey College 
in Belmont, N.C. All-star 
catcher Jackson Hugus of 
Presbyterian College was 
impressive behind the 
plate and the two formed 
an electric duo in the reg-
ular season. However, 
Cipro’s finest moments 
of the summer arrived 
during the playoff push.

When July arrived, 
the Porcupines had a 
decent record, but uncer-
tain playoff chances. 
Manriquez inspired his 
team to go on a run, defy 
the odds, and make the 
playoffs. With three divi-
sions in the league only 
the top two record-hold-
ers of each qualify for 
the tournament. Division 
leader Hendersonville 
sat atop the standings 
with a 22-9 record, so the 
Porcupines had to square 
off directly against rival 
Lexington who had a 
narrow lead for second 
in the standings. The 

Porcupines rattled off 
seven straight wins in 
the final weeks of the sea-
son, leading to a battle 
with Lexington to decide 
the final playoff spot. 
In a true pitchers’ duel, 
Cipro took control, firing 
eight innings and taking 
the win while allowing 
only one run and one 
walk. This outcome was 
an exclamation point on 
an incredible undefeat-
ed streak by Pineville to 
close the regular season.

When the playoffs 
began, the Porcupine 
offense became just as 
much of a force as the 
pitching staff. In the 
opening contest against 
the Sanford Spinners, the 
Pineville bats plated an 
unbelievable 17 runs in 
a blowout that saw pitch-
ers pinch-hitting in the 
late innings.

Next, the Porcupines 
faced off against the 
Brunswick Surfin’ Turfs, 
owners of the best over-
all record in the league. 
Cipro got the ball with a 
chance to send Pineville 
to the championship 
series with a win. The 
game began with a bang 
for Brunswick though 
as they hit a surprising 

three-run home run off of 
Cipro in the first inning. 
Then, in a performance 
that Cipro said he is 
most proud of, the right-
hander battled back and 
fired six shutout innings 
and struck out 10 against 
a league-best Brunswick 
offense. The game 
remained tied late into 
extra innings when the 
Porcupines surged ahead 
to take a heart-stopping 
14-8 victory in an incred-
ible comeback effort led 
by Hugus and shortstop 
AJ Anderson.

After the drama of 
the previous night, the 
Porcupines swept the 
Clayton Clovers to win 
the Old North State 
League championship 
series. On a road paved 
by clutch-hit comebacks 
and huge pitching per-
formances, Pineville 
arrived at the champi-
onship and took care of 
business with statement 
win after statement win. 
For Spencer Cipro and 
the Porcupines, a fun 
rollercoaster summer of 
intense baseball ended 
with hoisting a trophy 
above Jack D. Hughes 
Park in Pineville, N.C. on 
a perfect summer night.

Brookfield native Cipro excels on mound in North Carolina

Courtesy photo

Spencer Cipro

Warriors open season strong, 
top hard working Leicester squad

Nick Ethier photos

Leicester’s Nora Oliver looks ahead before throwing the ball back onto the field.

Leicester’s Alexa Butler slows down the ball’s momentum with her right foot while on the run.

Mya Benoit of Leicester chases after a loose ball.

From left, Tantasqua’s Eleanor Colati and Leicester’s Hannah 
Martin battle for the ball.

Eve Van Wickler of Tantasqua collects a pass with her left 
foot.
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WEBSTER — Two 
goals scored in each half, 
including a hat trick by 
Ryan Bray, was enough 
to propel the Bay Path 
boys’ varsity soccer team 
past Bartlett, 4-0, in the 
season opener for both 
on Tuesday, Sept. 5. Bray 
scored both goals in the 
first half and, after Trent 
Szela made it a 3-0 game 
early in the second half, 
Bray finished the scoring 
in the 77th minute.

David Martinson, head 
coach of the Minutemen, 
will be able to rely on 
Bray and Szela, both 
senior co-captains along 
with senior Shaun 
Mclaughlin and junior 
Bryce Hutchinson, for 
their explosive play in 
the middle of the field.

“They’re very strong,” 
Martinson said of Bray 
and Szela. “They can con-
trol the game for me. Just 
being seniors and taking 
it on their shoulders. 
With the seven or eight 
seniors that we lost last 
year, they’re stepping 
into that leadership role.”

A majority of the 
seniors lost included a 
good chunk of the defen-
sive unit, so Martinson 
was pleased to see the 
Minutemen pitch a shut-

out with new players 
stepping up.

“Good way to start. 
Coming back, I lost the 
majority of my defense. 

Trying different defend-
ers in this first game was 
helpful. They kept it sim-
ple,” said Martinson.

Keeper Cayden Young 

is a first-year starter, and 
he made 10 saves for the 
clean sheet.

Bay Path notched 
the game’s first goal 
in the 26th minute 
when Dominic Paldino 
unleashed a shot toward 
Bartlett’s goal. There, 
keeper Kole Sebastyanski 
got his right hand on the 
ball, but Bray followed up 
the rebound and deposit-
ed his shot into the net.

Then, nearing the 
end of the first half, the 
Indians’ Adrian Tetzner 
nearly knotted the equal-
izer, but his shot was 
turned aside by Young, 
who dove to his right to 
make the save.

The Minutemen then 
made it a 2-0 game just 
before halftime when 

Szela sent a nice pass 
in toward Bray, who 
received the ball and ulti-
mately scored.

Szela then opened the 
second half with his goal, 
a perfectly placed shot 
from distance. Bray then 
got in tight for the final 
goal with mere minutes 
remaining.

Martinson, now in his 
20th season at Bay Path, 
has seen his Minutemen 
qualify for postseason 
play in 16 of his previous 
19 years. He, along with 
longtime assistant Robin 
Cotrona, hopes for Bay 
Path to do the same in 
2023.

“That’s our goal again. 
We have Districts and 
States again this year, 
as well as the Vocational 

Tournament that we want 
to get into,” Martinson 
said.

Martinson is pleased 
with the direction the 
program is taking, which 
includes the numbers on 
the junior varsity team.

“We’re fortunate that 
we a lot of freshmen come 
in, so our JV program 
we have a lot of players. 
Getting some depth there 
is going to be helpful with 
all of these guys leaving,” 
Martinson said of his 
seven current seniors.

Bartlett, meanwhile, is 
under a new regime, with 
Dan Bengtson taking 
over for longtime head 
coach Ryan Renauld. 
Bobby Phillips and 
Keith Sebastyanski are 
Bengtson’s assistants.

“We don’t have the 
numbers right now, so 
we’re trying to get the 
guys who are here to 
work hard and push as 
long as they can until 
they need to come out,” 
said Bengtson, which 
he believed did happen 
against Bay Path. “Even 
as the game went on, as 
they got tired, some kids 
that started off slow start-
ed working harder.”

Bengtson was pleased 
with Sebastyanski’s play 
and his 25 saves.

“Cayden for the other 
team has been playing 
goalie for years. This is 
Kole’s third, so I think 
he’s got great instincts,” 
said Bengtson. “Maybe he 
made a bad read here or 
there, but overall I think 
he has great instincts and 
knows when to attack it, 
(and) he has great com-
munication.”

Bengtson is adding 
boys’ varsity soccer head 
coach as one of his many 
hats, as he also coaches 
the middle school boys’ 
basketball team in the 
winter and the boys’ ten-
nis squad in the spring.

Quail Hollow Golf & Country Club

Pit’s Crew 
First place (-10): Jim Stewart, Roger 

Beland, Tom Emery, Dennis King
Second place (-8): Dan Mitchell, Peter 

Mimeault, Ron Goulet, Dick LaPierre
Third place (-7): Gary Ward, Paul 

Boulette. Bill Gaudette, Al Judkins

Hole-In-One
Dean Malin of North Brookfield 

scored a hole-in-one on the 110-yard 
17th hole using a pitching wedge. The 
shot was witnessed by Marty Leach and 
Chip Wetherall

Keith Reynolds of Shrewsbury scored 
his first hole-in-one on the par-4 third 
hole using a 3-wood. The ace was wit-
nessed by Jocelyn Augustine

Leicester Country Club

Wednesday A.M. Golf League
Sept. 6
Blue Division
Top Five Low Gross Scores
T1. Harry Kustigian, 87
T1. Dave Burbine, 87
T1. Bob Baker, 87
4. Bill Coffey, 88
T5. Rich Barton, 94
T5. Al Ferriera, 94
Top Five Low Net Scores
1. Paul Graham, 67
2. Paul Landine, 73
T3. George Keenan, 74
T3. Tom Wall, 74
5. Tom DeFeudis, 75
Red Division
Top Five Low Gross Scores
1. Tony Maio, 86
2. Rich Rollins, 89
3. Jim McPartland, 90
T4. Tom Clark, 92
T4. Rich Irwin, 92
Top Five Low Net Scores

1. Ken Paradis, 70
T2. Paul Maio, 73
T3. Al Cooper, 73
4. Andy Gaudet, 75
5. John Curtis, 76

Kettle Brook Golf Club

Kettle One League
Week of Sept. 6
First place: Vinny Cloutier and Bob 

Berthiaume, +9
Second place: Butch Thibault and Jeff 

Wozniak, +5
High quota: Butch Thibault, +7

Hole-In-One
Butch Thibault recorded an ace on the 

147-yard sixth hole, using a 7-iron

SPORTS

High School Notebook
Thursday, Sept. 7
Tantasqua 167, Millbury 197 — Opening its season at Pakachoag in Auburn, the Warriors defeated the 

Woolies in golf by a combined 30 strokes. Medalist honors went to Tantasqua’s Sam Pieczynski, who carded a 
3-over par 39.

Saturday, Sept. 9
Marlborough 28, Tantasqua 21 — A fourth quarter rally enabled the Panthers to defeat the Warriors in a sea-

son opening football contest. Tantasqua quarterback Adam Howe was 17 of 24 passing for 249 yards and a pair 
of scores, while Howe added another 100 yards on the ground.

Monday, Sept. 11
Leicester cross-country grabs victories — The Wolverines ran their first meet of the season, and it was one of 

the strangest meets in school history. The course was shortened to 1.35 miles due to thunderstorms due to the 
incoming storms. Three minutes after the start of the race, the rain came and ruined the scoresheets, but the 
Wolverines did win.

For the boys, Jason Fournier was the race winner with a time of 7:30, while Javier Flores (second place, 10:30) 
and Luke Marjault (third place) rounded out the top three. Joe Ukoh and Zack Couture also scored for Leicester.

In the girls’ race, Grace Dias won for her first career victory. Ayla Pederson came in second, while Maddy 
Schrader took third overall. Ava Petruzzi and Julianna Dahlgren came in fourth and fifth, respectively. Sixth 
graders Scarlett Dufresne, Lily Schrader, Jolene Boudreau, Mila Cortes, Leah Varney and Elisa Aguirre ran 
and showed that Leicester has a strong future.

Grafton 166, Tantasqua 169 — The Warriors’ golf team hosted the Gators at Hemlock Ridge. There, Grafton 
outplayed Tantasqua in a very close match, winning by three combined strokes. CJ Chagnon (Grafton) and Sam 
Pieczynski (Tantasqua) shared medalist honors with 3-over par 39s. The Gators are 6-0, the Warriors 1-1.

Local Golf Results

Two goals per half help Bay Path defeat 
Indians in season opener

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Willis Perrault intercepts a Bartlett ball kicked down the field.

Bay Path’s Trent Szela slides in to gain possession of the ball.

Braeden Lapointe of Bay Path controls the ball in the open field.
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SPENCER — Ten res-
idents from Spencer 
will  participate in the 
Boston Marathon Jimmy 
Fund Walk presented 
by Hyundai  on Sunday, 
October 1.

  Marcia Doherty, 
Stephen Shamoian, 
Michael Befford, 
Wendy A Miner, Alexis 
Tice, James Pervier, 
Paula Hunt, Marylou 
Cassavant, Balni 

Mercado Cabrera, and 
Norman Hodgerney, 
along with thousands 
of other walkers, will 
participate in the icon-
ic annual event that will 
unite the community to 

raise funds to support all 
forms of adult and pedi-
atric care and cancer 
research at the nation’s 
premier cancer cen-
ter,  Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. The Jimmy 

Fund Walk has raised 
more than $167 million 
for Dana-Farber Cancer 
in its 34-year history, 
raising a record-breaking 
more than $8.8 million in 
2022.

  “Throughout the past 
34 years, the Jimmy 
Fund Walk has continu-
ously supported life-sav-
ing research and cancer 
care at Dana-Farber. 
The 2023 Walk will be 
held during the Jimmy 
Fund’s 75th anniversary 
year and will aim to raise 
$9 million in the effort 
to prevent, treat, and 
defy cancer,” said Zack 
Blackburn, Director of 
the Jimmy Fund Walk. 
“This year also marks the 
35th annual Jimmy Fund 
Walk. We are eager to 
get out on the course and 
see all our outstanding 
walkers and teams come 
together to support this 
great cause.”

 
The Jimmy Fund 

Walk is the only orga-
nized walk permitted 
on the famed Boston 
Marathon®  course, and 
participants have the 
flexibility to choose from 
four distance options: 
5K walk (from Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute’s 
Longwood Medical 
Campus), 10K walk (from 
Newton), Half Marathon 
walk (from Wellesley), 
and Marathon walk (from 
Hopkinton).

 
Whatever route walk-

ers choose, participants 
will be treated to 10 refu-
eling stations as well as 
poster-sized photographs 
of patients – Jimmy Fund 
Walk Heroes – displayed 
at each mile and half-
mile marker as inspira-
tion. All four routes of the 
Jimmy Fund Walk will 
culminate at the Jimmy 
Fund Walk Finish Line 
Powered by Schneider 
Electric. Due to construc-
tion in Copley Square, 
the Jimmy Fund Walk 
Finish Line location 
has been moved to the 
Fenway neighborhood 
for 2023. Walkers should 
know that distances may 
be slightly shorter as we 
finish the walk in front of 
Fenway Park. The finish 
line will include a cele-
bration complete with 
food, music, and a speak-
ing program.

 
If walkers wish to par-

ticipate a bit closer to 
home, the Jimmy Fund 
Walk has flexible oppor-
tunities. Participants can 
also join the event vir-
tually by “walking their 
way” from wherever 
they are most comfort-
able—in their neighbor-
hood, on a favorite hiking 
trail, or on a treadmill at 
home. Materials to sup-
port Virtual Walkers are 
available.

 
To register to 

walk or volunteer 
( # J i m m y F u n d W a l k ) 
or to support a 
walker, visit  www.
J i m m y F u n d W a l k .
org  or call (866) 531-9255. 
Registrants can enter the 
promo code NEWS for $5 
off the registration fee. 
All registered walkers 
will receive a bib, medal, 
and a Jimmy Fund Walk 
T-shirt.

 
About the Jimmy Fund
The Jimmy Fund, cele-

brating its 75th anniver-
sary in 2023, is comprised 
of community-based 
fundraising events and 
other programs that, 
solely and directly, ben-
efit Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute’s lifesaving mis-
sion to provide compas-
sionate patient care and 
groundbreaking cancer 
research for children and 
adults. The Jimmy Fund 
is an official charity of 
the Boston Red Sox, the 
Massachusetts Chiefs of 
Police Association, the 
Pan-Mass Challenge, and 
the Variety Children’s 
Charity of New England. 
Since 1948, the generos-
ity of millions of people 
has helped the Jimmy 
Fund save countless lives 
and reduce the burden 
of cancer for patients 
and families worldwide. 
Follow the Jimmy Fund 
on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram: @
TheJimmyFund.

Spencer residents to participate in 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk
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Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Homes for Heroes Program
Join us for Open House Weekend or 

Free Real Estate Classes on 
Real Estate Invetment, 2nd Homes 

or Buying/Selling Real EstateJo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & 
road. An old cement block ga-
rage is located on the property. 
It’s location is not Prime.  Land 
area surveyed, DEP approval to 
build. Property suitable for small 
craft dockage/off season storage. 
Town Water & Sewer available 

$185,000

Featured New Listing!
WEBSTER - 60 CUSHING ROAD  

Young 3 Bedroom Colonial! Living Room, 
Kitchen, Dining Area ~ Washer/Dryer & 1/2 
Bath!! 2nd Floor - 3 Bedrooms plus 2 Full 
Baths!! Low Traffic Neighborhood. Furnace 
Replaced 2023. TOWN water & sewer
  $325,000.

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake  
48 Union PointSORRY, SOLD!

Make Cherished Memories on   
WEBSTER LAKE!  Beautiful Wa-
terfront Cape! 12,000 sq. ft. lot, 
sunrises are just astonishing. 
Fireplaced & Vaulted ceiling, Liv-
ing Room. 2 zone central air. 2 car 
garage. assisted sale 

 $1,260,000

WORCESTER - 35 BALTIC ROAD  
This is the 
One YOU 
have been 
Waiting For! 
“PRISTINE” 
HIP ROOF 
R A N C H 
with Quali-
ty Updates 
Throughout!! 

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Oil Heat! Hardwood Floors, 
Updated Kitchen /quartz counter tope $355,000

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 5 SUMMIT ST    

SORRY, SOLD!

Large & Beautiful! 6 Bedroom Cape! Gently cared 
for. OFFERS 1,937+/- SF OF LIVING AREA W/6 BRS. 
LARGE 9,900 SF  LEVEL LOT, DET’D GARAGE

$314,900.

BEING BUILT~ SPRAWLING ONE LEVEL RANCH 
HOME! Situated on a Level 1/2 Acre Lot! Private back-
yard. OPEN FLOOR PLAN Living room, Dining room, 
Upscale Kitchen with 8’ Island, 3 bedroom, 2 Baths, 
Garage. BEAUTIFUL SOLID HARDWOOD FLOORS, 
Central air. Plenty off-street parking for Owners & 
Guests! $615,000.

WEBSTER 
 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW LISTING! 
L o n g t i m e 
Family Home 
for Sale!! 
4 Bedrrom 
Cape W/Over 
2000SF of Liv-
ing Space! Liv-
ing room, Eat-

in Kitchen, Main Bedroom, 1/2 Bath. Second Floor 
3 Bedrooms, full bath. Economical Gas Heat! New 
Electrical Panel! Come Take a Look!     $225,000.

WILBRAHAM
408 DIPPING HOLE RD 

Large 8 room ranch. Hardwood flooring. 
2 acres of land. Failed Title V. As Is!  
assisted sale $200,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

DUDLEY - 24 CENTRAL AVE

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 131 LAKESIDE AVE   
THIS Cape is Clean, Well 
Maintained, & Move-in Ready! 
10,000 SF CORNER LOT! 
ATT’D GARAGE. Spacious 
Living Rm  2 - 1st Flr BRs 
w/Gleaming Hardwood Flrs! 
2 2nd flr bedrooms.  Near 
WEBSTER LAKE’S LAKE-
SIDE SANDY BEACH & BOAT 
RAMP  $329,900

KILLINGLY -
 238 MASHENTUCK RD    

Opportunity Knocks! 5.4-
acre parcel with a Pond!! In-
cludes Small Cabin needs final 
touches. recent plumbing, 
new shingled roof, 200 amp 
electrical service, new appli-
ances. large 2-car garage!                               
assisted sale   $225,000SORRY, SOLD!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
FOR EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS!

Over 20 years experience!

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Moving You 
Toward

 Your 
Dreams

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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and every other day 
because they deserve 
to be appreciated for all 
the important work that 
they constantly do within 
their communities,” said 
seventh grade band mem-
ber Jaedyn Perry.

Added eighth grade 
member Lillian Warner, 
“It truly was an honor 
to perform for the first 
responders of our town. I 
felt like I was giving back 
a bit to them after they 
have done so much for 
our citizens.”

Eighth grade trumpet 
player Russell Baker is 
thanked for his perfor-
mance of “Taps” at the 
event. Additionally, 
members of Boy Scout 
Troop 123 presented the 
American flag.

For first responders 
in attendance, it was an 
honor to see the next gen-
eration of students offer 
their thanks and support 
while memorializing 
those tragically lost.

“The ceremony was 
very touching and 
well organized,” said 
Leicester Police Chief 

Ken Antanavica. “The 
students delivered a top-
notch performance.  It 
brought back chilling 
memories of when I 
heard about the terrorist 
acts on the USA.” 

The event also featured 
a video made by LMS fac-
ulty members in response 
to Alan Jackson’s song, 
“Where Were You When 
the World Stopped 
Turning?” The video 
included stories from 
faculty members shar-
ing what they were doing 
when they first heard 
about the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks.

The memorial pro-
gram was inspired by 
a challenge posed to 
Looney, who is march-
ing in the 2023 Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Parade with the Band 
Directors’ Marching 
Band (BDMB). The orga-
nization challenges all 
400-plus participants in 
the group to complete a 
service project with their 
students focusing on 9/11 
and first responders.

As part of the memori-
al program at LMS, “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” 
was performed by the 
Symphonic Band, which 
includes students in 
grades seven and eight. 

Also performed during 
the event was “Call to 
the Heroes” by Chris 
Bernotas, a piece inspired 
by the tenth anniversary 
of 9/11.

Reflecting on their own 
local heroes, students 
shared plenty of stories 
involving first respond-
ers assisting their fami-
lies and friends over the 
years. 

“Today’s assembly was 
a fantastic way to great-
ly express our gratitude 
to those working in our 
community to keep us 
safe,” said seventh grad-
er Paula Roberts. “We 
thank all first responders 
who were able to attend, 
and all those who were 
busy saving lives and 
supporting us.”

Added seventh grader 
Liam Gentile, “My friend 
and I were playing in his 
back yard, and a police 
officer came over and 
said that we need to go 
inside because there was 
a bear in the neighbor-
hood. It shows that the 
police officer made sure 
that we were safe during 
that time.”

First responders were 
thrilled to meet the stu-
dents and share a unique 

musical experience of 
respect and remem-
brance.

“I would like to per-
sonally thank everyone 
involved in the orches-
tration of this event, 
and for keeping your 
first responders in your 
thoughts,” added Chief 
Antanavica, who attend-
ed the event along with 
fellow LPD members 
Sgt. Samia, Sgt. Brady, 
School Resource Officer 
Brooks, and LPD intern 
Gia Gully.  

LMS students, mean-
while, are looking for-
ward to continuing to use 
their musical abilities to 
promote community sol-
idarity.

“Musicians can offer 
their special skills and 
talents as a way to pro-
vide community ser-
vice,” said eighth grader 
Steven Giaquinto.  “For 
example, you could play a 
song to help others cheer 
up during a sad time. 
Musicians can play songs 
to help with emotional 
support.”

School officials hope 
the memorial event will 
become an annual tradi-
tion.

was exciting to see our 
Wolverine pawprint on 
the football field and the 
new Snack Shack, which 
was dedicated in memory 
of our former coach of 40 
years, Tom Parissi.” 

After originally  being 
asked for a lumber 
donation, Brady Built 
Sunrooms took its sup-
port for student-athletes 
to the next level by donat-
ing the Snack Shack.

Under the direction of 
the Brady Built Sunrooms 
team, LHS athletes Jake 
Cosper (Class of ’26) and 
Mason Griffiths (Class of 
’24) built the Snack Shack 
as a summer employment 
capstone project.

Leaders from Brady 
Built Sunrooms made 
the request to donate the 
shack in memory of the 
late Tom Parissi. Officials 
thank the company for its 
strong support through-
out the process.

Also recognized for 
their instrumental 
efforts in the project 
were the LHS Athletic 
Booster Club, the 
Leicester Football Parent 
Association, the Leicester 
Parks and Recreation 
Committee, Leicester 
DPW, Leicester Police 

Department, Joe Dolen 
Photography, Waterman 
Painting, LLC, and all 
officials and volunteers 
who teamed up for the 
project.

Representatives from 
most of these business-
es, organizations, and 
departments were in 
attendance at the Sept. 5 
celebration. 

“Looking over the 
crowd, you could see and 
feel the Wolverine pride 
in our students and com-
munity,” Parissi-Forti 
said. “My team set out to 

kick off the school year 
and kick in the positive 
narrative. I think we suc-
ceeded.”

There has been much 
to celebrate lately at the 
new LHS, which opened 
the Fuller Campus Center 
and the Borger Building 
to students within a year 
of each other.

“This marks the fourth 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
in less than two years 
for the Leicester Public 
Schools, representing the 
tremendous growth that 

our district has made 
since the town purchased 
the Becker campus,” 
McCance told the New 
Leader. “I’m very excited 
for our next celebration, 
as we prove that we truly 
are better together.”

Community sponsors 
who supported the proj-
ect include the follow-
ing: Mercier Electric, 
McKenna Insurance, 
Schold Developers, 
Giguere’s Gymnastics, 
and the Greater 
Worcester Community 
Foundation.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

31 Old Turnpike Rd $329,900

8 Ellis St $359,900

*3 Bedroom
*2 Baths
*2 Fireplaces
*2 Car Garage

*3 Bedrooms
* 2 Additional Bedroom possible
*Central Air
*Sided
*Fantastic Yard
* Solar

THOMPSON, CT- 3 BEDROOM, 1900 SQ FT CAPE

DUDLEY- EXPANDABLE CAPE

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE

 Saturday, September 16th
Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE 
We accept CREDIT CARDS!

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. 
(no TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. 
Furniture - Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, 
hutches, etc.. Housewares - glassware, dishes, pic-
tures, mirrors, bowls, cups, small appliances Sport-
ing goods - Bikes, skies, baseball equipment, golf, 
exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, jackets, 
shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high chairs, 
bouncy, games, Antiques

TERMS:Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a deposit must 
be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to qualify as a bidder. No 
CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  Cashier/certified checks should 
be made out to whomever is going to bid at the auction. The balance to be 
paid within thirty (30) days at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Monday, September 18, 2023   
5:00 PM-UXBRIDGE

166 Douglas Street 
sgl fam, 986 sf liv area, 0.88 ac lot, 6 rm,

 2 bdrm, 1 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 46256, Pg 373
Friday, September 22, 2023    

12:00 PM-STURBRIDGE
108 Mashapaug Road 

sgl fam, 1,822 sf liv area, 2.25 ac lot, 6 rm,
 3 bdrm, 2.5 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 40484, Pg 344

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 
1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107, 

0100030, 3099

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

REAL ESTATE

be checked off the list 
throughout the fall and 
winter months ahead of a 
busy spring. 

At the Sept. 8 ground-
breaking ceremony, the 
school community was 
introduced to the con-
struction team that will 
meticulously transform 
a long-held dream into a 
reality. 

The project’s OPM is 
Colliers Project Leaders, 
while Jones Whitsett 
Architects, Inc., is serv-
ing as the architect. The 
general contractor for the 
project is Fontaine Bros., 
Inc.

Also in attendance 
at the groundbreaking 
event were Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Jeffrey 
Riley, as well as officials 
from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority 
(MSBA).

The MSBA is covering 
$46.8 million of the project 
costs, while the two towns 
will be responsible for 
the remaining $64.8 mil-
lion.  During the ground-
breaking ceremony, state 
officials congratulated 
the school community 
on advancing its project 
through a highly compet-
itive process.

“The students, teachers, 
and community members 
have been unwavering 
in their support for this 
project,” Commissioner 
Riley told guests at the 
groundbreaking. “It’s a 
competitive process to 
have schools built or ren-
ovated. This is a major 
accomplishment.”

State Representatives 
Donald Berthiaume and 
Peter Durant, both Prouty 
grads from Spencer, 
shared some of their favor-
ite high school memories 
with guests. Although it 
was bittersweet for them 
to see the historic gym-
nasium torn down, they 
look forward to students 
benefiting from a modern 
school with a new class-
room wing and athletic 
facilities. 

“This has been a long 
process with many 
highs, lows, persever-
ance, and hard work,” 
Rep. Durant said of the 
repeated efforts over the 
years to push for a reno-

vation. “Congratulations 
to everyone on the work 
they have done to support 
this project.” 

Students will continue 
attending classes in the 
existing classroom wing 
while the new structure is 
under construction.

Looking long-term, the 
construction plan calls for 
a renovation of the foot-
ball field and track in the 
spring of 2024. The facil-
ities are expected to be 
ready for use in 2026.

Meanwhile, the spring 
and summer of 2025 are 
slated to see a renova-
tion of the baseball field. 
The project will include 
upgrades to the conces-
sion stand, and use of the 
facilities is scheduled for 
2027.

The tennis courts will 
be renovated in the sum-
mer of 2026, with use of the 
facilities expected in the 
fall of that year.

The summer of 2026 will 
also feature the demolition 
of Prouty’s current class-
room building. By then, 
the new classroom wing 
will be fully constructed 
and ready for student use. 

Last fall, residents 
in Spencer and East 
Brookfield supported 
the $111.6 million addi-
tion-renovation project at 
elections and special town 
meetings in both commu-
nities. 

At the groundbreaking 
ceremony, not only were 
community members and 
local officials thanked for 
their hard work in sup-
porting the project, but 
also the current Prouty 
Panthers who passionate-
ly advocated for the reno-
vation. Even though they 
themselves won’t benefit 
from the completed facil-
ity, they are thrilled to 
have paved the way for 
younger students in the 
district to attend a mod-
ernized school. 

“It was amazing to see 
the communities and our 
students get behind this 
project and show their 
Prouty Pride,” said DPHS 
Building Committee 
Chairman Michael Ethier.

Added DPHS Principal 
Nathaniel Malone, “I’m 
incredibly thankful for the 
support of our two towns. 
Everyone here today has 
helped make this import-
ant project a reality.”

PROUTY
continued from page  A1

LEICESTER
continued from page  A1

Leicester student-athletes unveil the new logo. Courtesy photo.

9/11
continued from page  A1

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly 
payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 9/1/2023 and 9/30/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or  
entry/patio door in the order. Additional $120 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2023. Military discount applies to all active 
duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating 
locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

We extended our 31-Day Sales Event! Call before September 30 to get this  
window discount and this patio and entry door discount!1

There are limited appointments available.  Please call today to book your visit.

Sales Event extended to September 30!

1-800-209-2746

for 1 
year1$0 0 0%

Down Monthly Payments Interest 
Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

+

No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four.

Buy 1 window or door, get 1

every window and door1

FFO21$ 0

LESS THAN a month left to book your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

1
LESS 

THAN

MONTH 
LEFT

04 % 1FFO

•  Our parent company, Andersen®, created 
Renewal by Andersen so the customer wouldn’t 
have to lift a finger. We manage every aspect of this 
project for you.

•  Our windows are built with our highly-engineered, 
composite Fibrex® material; it’s extremely durable 
and two times stronger than vinyl.

•  Because our windows are custom-built, we don’t 
have to modify your home to fit them. That 
means the installation goes smoother, too! 

31 YDA- A ES L SNVE E T
EXTENDED

WINDOWS & DOORS
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India Society of Worcester hosts first 
 Asian Business Pitch Contest

The India Society of Worcester (ISW) is pleased to host the first ever Asian Business Pitch Contest 
in the MetroWest area on October 10, 2023, at the ISW India 
Center. Co-hosted with ElevAsian, a nonprofit committed to 
uplifting Asian entrepreneurs, the contest is open to Asian 
owned or managed small business owners and home-based 
businesses. This is an opportunity for them to present their 
unique ideas, products, or services to a panel of seasoned 
judges, win prize money, and receive valuable advice on 
how to grow your business. Contestants have a chance to 
win prizes from $500 to $1000 in two categories – established 
businesses and new ventures/ideas. The event is FREE and 
interested applicants can find more information and submit 
their application at the ISW Website. 

ISW’s Professional and Entrepreneurial Network (ISW 
PEN) hosts regular meetings focused on topics relevant 
to the professional and entrepreneurial community. “We 
are thrilled to be working with ElevAsian to provide this 
much needed service to budding Asian businesses in the 
MetroWest area,” said Puneet Kohli, President of ISW. “The 
Asian community is one of the fastest growing in the sub-
urbs and is seeded with many entrepreneurs and aspiring 
entrepreneurs. We hope this helps them accelerate their 
ideas to fruition.”

“We are excited about this partnership with ISW and 
look forward to supporting the entrepreneurs pitching,” 
remarked Andrew Goldberg, Founder/CEO, ElevAsian. 
“ElevAsian provides a safe space for Asian entrepreneurs to 
grow from an owner employee to an owner strategist, with 
the support of instructors, mentors, and peers who genuine-
ly care about you and want to see you succeed.”

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Getting ba
ck 

into the 
school 
routine?

 Let us h
elp! 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Friday Acoustics 
9/15 JEFF ANDERSON
9/22 STEPHEN GEORGE
9/29 ROB ADAMS AND JIM PERRY

Closing October 2nd 
for construction 
ReOpening  Nov. 7th 

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$19999

$54999

$169999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$57999$119999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$47999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$79999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$24999

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$47999

WAS $599.99

20 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$89999

WAS $1099.99

GRILL
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$299.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$399.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$399.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$749.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung............$1399.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

WE REPAIR BIKES!

20% Off
BICYCLE 

ACCESSORIES
WITH THIS AD!

WE SELL
E-BIKES!

LABOR DAY SALE
HUNDREDS OF DEALS!DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

Join us for

 Sturbridge
Herbfest

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sturbridge Common
Rt 131, Sturbridge, MA 01566

For more information, reservations 
and vendor applications

please contact Salli Greene
at Alternatives for Health

��

(508) 347-2111
sargreene@gmail.com
P R E - R E G I S T E R A T 
w w w .sturbridgeherbfest.com

. . . .
SponroredBy

NE-381755

Rain or Shine
Pre-registration $15

At the Door $25
Includes all classes

Join us for

 Sturbridge
Herbfest

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sturbridge Common
Rt 131, Sturbridge, MA 01566

For more information, reservations 
and vendor applications

please contact Salli Greene
at Alternatives for Health

��

(508) 347-2111
sargreene@gmail.com
P R E - R E G I S T E R A T 
w w w .sturbridgeherbfest.com

. . . .
SponroredBy

NE-381755

Rain or Shine
Pre-registration $15

At the Door $25
Includes all classes

For more information 
call 508-347-2111

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!


	SPEA091523-01
	SPEA091523-02
	SPEA091523-03
	SPEA091523-04
	SPEA091523-05
	SPEA091523-06
	SPEA091523-07
	SPEA091523-08
	SPEA091523-09
	SPEA091523-10
	SPEA091523-11
	SPEA091523-12
	SPEA091523-13
	SPEA091523-14
	SPEA091523-15
	SPEA091523-16
	SPEA091523-17
	SPEA091523-18
	SPEA091523-19
	SPEA091523-20

