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STURBRIDGE — Facemasks 
make a difference, and 
Marshalls, located in 
Sturbridge donated more than 
2,000 child and adult masks and 
hand sanitizer to be distributed 
to non-profits that are affiliat-
ed to the United Way of South 
Central Mass. (UWSCM), along 
with local food pantries and ele-
mentary schools.   

Paul Sullivan, Administrative 
Coordinator. At the Sturbridge 
Marshalls, contacted the United 
Way stating TJX Company 
stores, which Marshalls is one, 
were removing masks and hand 
sanitizer from their shelves 
and they would like them to 
be donated to local charitable 
organizations.  Mr. Sullivan 
thought of the United Way of 

South Central MA as a perfect 
recipient since UWSCM has 22 
member agencies that assistant 
many children from toddlers 
to teens and adult programs 
that could benefit from these 
donated goods.  Mr. Sullivan 
and Brittany Vescovi, Assistant 
Manager met Mary O’Coin, 
Executive Director of UWSCM 
with 11 boxes of donated sup-
plies outside of the Marshall’s 
in Sturbridge.

Mrs. O’Coin was completely 
surprised by the number and 
quality of the masks that were 
donated.  

“The toddlers and young chil-
dren in the early education cen-
ters at the YMCA, WCAC Head 
Start and Guild of St. Agnes will 
be thrilled to wear the adorable 

themed and sparkling masks,” 
she said.

Both adult and child masks 
were distributed to CASA of 
Worcester and the Boys and 
Girls Club of Webster-Dudley 
for volunteers, teachers and 
the children that are in fos-
ter care and attending remote 
learning centers to wear. Many 
masks were distributed to the 
Southbridge and Webster-
Dudley Food Share for clients 
picking up from those locations.  
More youth masks were deliv-
ered to Southbridge Elementary 
schools and Webster Park Ave. 
Elementary.  Tri-Valley Inc 
received adult masks for their 
Meals on Wheels drivers and 

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton’s 
Stipend Advisory Committee 
has been hard at work updat-
ing the salaries that should 
be earmarked for elected offi-
cials in the town with the goal 
of bringing the compensation 
in line with other communi-
ties to ensure fair pay to those 
who serve their community.

With the acknowledgement 
that most elected officials 
don’t join town government to 
make a living, and that many 
don’t even accept their stipend 
and instead donate it back to 
the town, the goal of the com-
mittee is to make sure that 
everyone who serves Charlton 
is receiving fair compensa-
tion, regardless of whether 
or not they want to be paid. 
Bill Borowski, who represents 
the Board of Selectmen on the 
committee, updated is fellow 
selectmen during a livestream 
meeting in late February 
where he detailed the goals 
and objectives of the commit-
tee’s research and why adjust-
ments are being proposed.

“At one point, the stipends 
for all the appointed members 
were a little bit higher than 
what they were, but due to a 
variety of different reasons, 
they were cut, and in order to 
attract or retain candidates, 
the idea is that we would reas-
sess what the stipends are. 
Clearly, nobody is getting rich 
off of this. Many of us either 
don’t take the salary or we 
donate it back to the town or 
a charter organization regard-
less, but the idea being that 
some of the numbers don’t 
make sense,” Borowski said, 
adding that the algorithm has 
been deemed outdated and 
that they want to standard-
ize it. “These are not enor-
mous incremental changes. 
It’s really more of a matter of 
making sure, for example, the 
Planning Board would be at 
parity with let’s say the Board 

of Health. We’re really just 
looking to make it fair across 
the board.”

Borowski stressed that any 
adjustments to the stipends 
would not be immediate but 
rather incremental. His pre-
sentation included a three-
year proposed total impact for 
increasing the stipends of dif-
ferent departments and there 
were years where there were 
no financial impacts projected 
at all for some departments. 
The proposed total after three 
years for all department 
included in the presentation 
came to a little over $26,151 
which was broken down in an 
estimated $11,151 in year one 
and two more $7,500 increases 
in years two and three respec-
tively. The increases were 
determined using trends from 
both Charlton itself and from 
other surrounding towns.

“We took a baseline of what 
we, as a town, had budgeted 
this past year, reviewed back 
to what it was in 2008 and 
2009, and also looked at other 
towns and then we just kind of 
pyramided it,” Borowski said. 
“The general assumption is 
that the Board of Selectmen, 
being the, in a sense, Chief 
Executive Board of the town, 
would be at the top of that 
pyramid, but directly below 
that, you’d have the Board of 
Assessors, for example, that 
have strenuous trainings you 
have to go through, and then 
underneath that, anyone who 
really met on average twice 
a month, like the Board of 
Health and Planning Board 
— things along those lines. 
We basically took a number 
we thought was fair for the 
Board of Selectmen and then 
cascaded it down from there.”

Borowski concluded by 
stressing a second time that 
most people serve their 
town because they love the 
community and want to be 

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton’s 
Help Keep Charlton Litter 
Free campaign was a huge suc-
cess according to Recycling 
Committee Chair Deborah 
Marquis who revealed that 
the campaign launched in 
late 2020 through a partner-
ship with Keep Massachusetts 
Beautiful to help inspire a 
year-round effort by citizens 
to keep the local community 
clean especially in the shad-
ow of the COVID-19 pandemic 
that forced community-wide 
events like Earth Day to halt.

According to Marquis, 
Charlton stepped up in a big 
way becoming the most active 
town according to data col-
lected by Keep Massachusetts 
Beautiful which hosted a sign-
up to allow residents to com-
mit to keeping their specific 
area of town clean. 

“They told us that Charlton 
had over 60 people, which was 
either a family or one individ-
ual, respond to that and do the 
pledge, sign up and get the free 
clean up kit. They said that 
was more than any other town 
that had joined the pledge,” 

Marquis said. “Charlton had 
a great response, and now 
we’re trying to gear people 
up for cleanup efforts in April 
and our Earth Day events for 
2021.”

The Recycling Committee 
pitched in to help offset any 
costs to those who signed up 
by supplementing the cost 
of the kits. As a result, the 
committee donated $500 to 
Keep Massachusetts Beautiful 
thanks to the overwhelming 
response from Charlton citi-
zens.

“This effort by all of these 
60-plus individuals helped in 
a year when we weren’t able 
to do a town-wide event. We’re 
really proud of the communi-
ty for stepping up,” Marquis 
said. “We’d like people to join 
the effort in April and contin-
ue to clean up areas, whether 
it’s their own street or any 
other area - We wish we could 
have an Earth Day festival 
this year because we have a 
nice one every other year, but 
we just can’t do it so we are 
doing what we can and hope 
to see a lot of people join in 
this effort.”

CHARLTON — Marina Daniels, RN 
graduated last December with her 
Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) 
from Quinsigamond Community 
College. She has worked the last few 
years as an LPN in LTC, and recently 
accepted a position at Kent Hospital 
for step down ICU as an RN. Daniels, 
originally from Webster, started her 
nursing career after graduating from 
Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing 
Academy in 2014. She recently hur-
dled the NCLEX-RN and passed the 
first try!

“When I took the NCLEX-RN in the 
morning of March 3rd, I was expect-
ing to wait 48 hours for the results,” 
Daniels said. “Can you believe I 
received a phone call in the after-
noon, a woman from the Department 
of Health called to congratulate me!” 
According to the woman, “there’s no 
reason for making you wait and be 
anxious over the next two days.” 

Daniels happily shared the wonder-
ful news with her family and then to 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy. 

She is looking forward to sharing 
her journey with current practical 
nursing students, stating, “I am ready 
to give a motivational speech!” 

Daniels loves throwing positivity 
and contributing to the future nurses. 
It is this spirit of nurturing, mentor-
ship, and volunteerism that earned 
her the Community Service Award 
for Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy in 2017. Daniels is joyful 
to have reached her goal and plans 
to continue working to advance her 
education.

Bay Path graduate 
hired by Kent Hospital

Marina Daniels

Increased stipends 
proposed for 

elected officials
Marshalls donates 

goods to United Way

Photo Courtesy

Pictured: Marshalls employees Brittani Vescovi and Paul Sullivan.

Anti-littering  
campaign touted 
as a success

Turn To MARSHALLS, page A2 Turn To STIPENEDS, page A3

Turn To CAMPAIGN, page A3
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CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

CHARLTON ALMANAC
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JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS

(508) 909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON
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kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Chalrton Villager
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Chalrton VillageP.O. Box 
90, Southbridge, MA 01550’
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ANYTHING GOES  - TRASH, DEMO & METAL

DISPOSE 
ALL

DUMPSTER WINTER SPECIAL 

(Call Now! This Pricing for a Limited Time)

8 yd - $250 for 4 days
15 yd - $300 for 4 days

You got it! We’ll take it! Including Metal

CALL TODAY! 774-696-7267
A Division of 

Brunelle & Sons Landscaping

Spencer, MA

Cost of dumpster will be estimated

with a credit for the metal

 (as long as it’s loaded last) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE - no problem! 

Must not be mixed with other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!

REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS

CHARLTON
$600,000, 45 Baker Pond Rd,

Stenman, Donald R, and Stenman, 
Michele L, to Zeien, Robert, and 
Zeien, Melissa.

$275,000, 151 Carpenter Hill Rd, Hi 
View Apartments RT, and Caplette, 
Norman L, to Laplante, Elizabeth.

$228,900, 28 Southbridge Rd #107, 
Colt, Holly J, to Beauregard, Roger 
M.

$102,500, 35 Northside Rd, 
Igwenagu, Uchechuku E, to 67 
Washington Street NT, and Clarkin, 
James J.

$60,000, Stafford St #4, DH Real 
Estate LLC, to SW Brigham Const 
Co Inc.

$48,500, Southbridge Rd #1, 
Gubb, Martin R, and Gubb, Kyong, 
to Lamica, Scott D, and Lamica, 
Barbara H.

$40,000, Harrington Rd #1, 
Lamarine RT, and Lamarine, 
Antonio, to Erickson, Craig.

volunteers who visit senior 
citizens in South County.   
Hand sanitizer and wipes 
were included in packages 
to various organizations, as 
well.  

Mrs. O’Coin stated, 
“We are so fortunate to 
receive this donation from 
Marshall’s and thank them 
for their generosity.  As our 
communities still see a sig-
nificant number of Covid-19 
cases it is important that 
everyone continues to wear 

face masks, even if vaccinat-
ed.  Hopefully, having these 
special masks will encourage
all the children and adults to 
wear them to help stop the 
spread of the virus.”

The United Way of South 
Central Massachusetts 
serves the communi-
ties of Charlton, Dudley, 
Southbridge, Sturbridge
and Webster and is located 
at 176 Main St., Suite 400, 
Southbridge, MA 01550.  
To learn more about pro-
grams and donate, visit 
www.uwscm.org, follow on 
Facebook @UWSCM or call 
(508) 765-5491. 

MARSHALLS
continued from page A1

Cold storage site 
approved on Route 20

Board of Health 
seeks to keep homebuyers 
informed of water issues

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – On Feb. 23, the Charlton 
Board of Health continued its discus-
sion concerning proper communication 
with potential buyers of properties on
Barry Corner Road and other areas of 
town with compromised water quality 
that is not tied into town water lines.

At a prior meeting in January the 
Board of Health discussed how proper-
ties on Barry Corner Road and other 
roadway could have water contamina-
tion from 1,4 dioxane. The Board of 
Health initially considered adding deed
restrictions to the homes but decided 
instead to consider putting a notation on 
the Assessor’s cards for the properties. 
A few weeks later, at a Feb. 9 meeting, 
the board cast a unanimous vote the 
include a notice on Assessor’s cards 
for these locations informing buyers 
that Charlton has had contamination 
in different areas of town and to call the 
Board of Health to determine any poten-
tial contaminates on the property in 
question. However, it was also acknowl-
edged at that meeting that many people 
don’t look at the Assessor’s cards and
that the topic would continue to be dis-
cussed at future meeting.

The discussion continued on Feb. 23,
where discussions turned to how the 
Board of Health would know when a 
property will be transferred and how 
they would try and communicate with 
them further. Board Chair Kathleen 

Walker explained there are options like 
a new interdepartmental communica-
tion program and using notices in the 
local newspapers to keep track of prop-
erty transfers and then possibly sending 
a letter as further communication.

Member Jonathan Sanborn said he
feels the whole situation is a work in 
progress, but these ideas are better than 
what they’ve had before. 

“I hate like heck to put a burden on 
town departments, whether it’s ours or 
others. I also dislike having a buyer or 
seller having to incur any additional 
cost for this, but if we can at least get 
the message out there in some format so 
that the realtors and perspective buyers 
are aware that there is a potential prob-
lem I think that’s at least a step in the 
right direction,” Sanborn said.

The third board member Matthew
Gagner agreed with Sanborn adding 
that the board will have a hard time 
finding someone to make sure that the 
town is keeping track of the property 
transfers. 

“A lot of times, when people buy a 
house, if we’re chasing them after the 
fact, they might not have any money 
left, or they might have spent every-
thing they could so I think at that point 
the maximum our board is going to
be able to do is bring awareness to 
those residents,” Gagner said. “Before 
the fact, when it’s new construction, we 
have that well permit and we don’t have 
to sign off on that until we have the data 
that were looking for so we have more 
teeth for the new construction, but the 

after the fact sales we can try to get that 
letter out but I don’t think we’re going to 
have any teeth to be able to enforce it.”

Walker added her own comments 
saying that any communication doesn’t 
have to be a demand and that the goal 
is simply to better inform the property 
buyer of what they’re taking on with 
their purchase. 

“The wording doesn’t say that they 
have to have their well tested. It has no 
enforcement. It simply says that there 
may or may not have been contamina-
tion in areas where municipal water 
was supplied and to call the Board of
Health to find out if there was potential 
contamination in this area. We’re just 
telling them that there’s a possibility 
there’s contamination there and they 
should follow up and contact the Board 
of Health,” said Walker.

Even if property buyers decide to 
ignore the notice bard members agreed 
that communicating with the buyers 
could inspire them to do their due dili-
gence and perform tests to ensure their 
own safety while the town is doing its 
job to keep them informed properly. 
Another possibility brought up later in 
the meeting was to add something to the 
public access channel to remind every-
one, not just newcomers to Charlton, 
to be diligent in checking their water
periodically.

The Board of Health plans to continue 
to discuss this matter at future meetings 
making it a standing line items on their 
meeting warrants. 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — On Feb. 23, the 
Planning Board approved building a 
large facility on Route 20 for cold stor-
age of food and pharmaceuticals down 
to -50 degrees.

Proposed by Bryan Hedge, owner of
RLS Complete, the plan calls for an 
83,035 square foot building on seven 
acres between the Hobbs Brook mall 
and Venture Services. He said it’ll be his 
firm’s northeastern headquarters, with 
11 loading docks that load or unload 
about three trucks per hour.

The traffic flow in that area was 
one of the board’s major concerns, but 
they seemed satisfied with the results 
of Bernie Guerin’s traffic study and 
John Shevlin’s peer review. Guerin 
said he collected data both before and 
after Covid began (in 2019 and last sum-
mer-fall) to predict about 174 daily trips 
to and from the site, or “one vehicle 
every six minutes.” When projecting 
traffic growth to 2027, Guerin said it 
would amount to “less than 1 percent of 
what’s already on Route 20.”

Shevlin, who represented the town, 
determined Guerin’s methods were 
“appropriate” and agreed the additional 
volume “should not have a significant 
impact on the roadway.” He was, how-
ever, somewhat concerned about the 
risk of trucks queueing long enough to 
reach the highway.

To that, Hedge noted facilities like his 
have been changing their procedures 
to account for Covid in ways that also 
reduce queueing. Specifically, he said 
truckers will submit their paperwork 
online and get a dedicated phone num-

ber to call for check-in, rather than 
deliver it in person upon arrival. On
average, he said, it takes 62 minutes to 
unload a truck, and the site lacks park-
ing space for trucks, so they’ll have to 
depart once done. If trucks arrive late, 
he added, he believes they have enough 
inside space to unload quickly.

Chair Charles Blanchard noted 
they haven’t seen any problems with 
the existing facility on Picker Road, 
although Shevlin noted that site was 
designed to allow for more queueing.

A trucker called in to comment. In 
his 14 years in the business, he noted 
“many examples of issues of working 
with … some of the cold storage facil-
ities” he’d like to avoid here. Among 
them, he said, were trucks not arriving 
on time, often due to weather, previous 
loads in the way of loading, and site 
staffing issues because of Covid delay-
ing truckers and pushing them beyond 
legal hour limits. He said he could also
see a potential issue during the holiday 
season, when deliveries to Hobbs Brook 
often back up “as far as Burger King” 
already.

One unusual feature of this facility 
will be its height. Normally, Sturbridge 
bylaws cap buildings at 30 feet, but the 
board unanimously granted RLS per-
mission to go to 57 feet, which Hedge 
said is “consistent with cold storage
industrial design.” He said it’s neces-
sary to install the fire suppression sys-
tem they want; an alternative system 
has had “up to 10” false alarms per year
in other sites. 

Additionally, Hedge said, a taller, 
more compact building will “reduce our 
footprint” by using less concrete and 

shorter cooling loops, while minimizing 
land-clearing and reducing the energy 
consumption somewhat.

Hedge had several meetings with 
Venture staff over the construction 
noise impact on their autistic clients 
using the outdoor area, He pledged to 
keep as much vegetation between the 
two buildings as possible and maintain 
communications so that, if issues devel-
op, he’ll put up a fence as well.

In other business, the board extend-
ed the public hearing for the Fiske 
Hill mixed-use subdivision to April 13,
and the board’s deadline to make a 
decision to June 30, on the applicant’s 
request. Planner Jean Bubon said the 
Conservation Commission is requiring 
the developer to conduct a vernal pool 
study and related wetland work.

“We can make all the revisions [to the 
plans] sooner than April, but if the wet-
lands study comes back and makes us 
revise the plans [again], it’s just a waste
of time,” she said.

Resident Robert Barnes called in to 
comment on that project. Noting he and 
his wife Lynn have lived on Fiske Hill 
since 1983, he said “traffic has gotten 
worse and worse on our street.” They’re 
particularly concerned about the proj-
ect’s impact on the Main/Fiske Hill 
intersection and want to have the traffic 
study look at that.

Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection held its own 
online public hearing on the Fiske Hill 
project Tuesday, after this paper’s dead-
line.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

www.StonebridgePress.com



STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge 
Village (OSV) has announced the larg-
est single gift received in the muse-
um’s history with a five-million-dollar 
unrestricted bequest from the estate of 
Honorary Trustee and long-time friend 
of the Village, Helen A. (Susie) Titus 

of Newport Beach, Calif. Susie passed 
away in 2020 after a short illness.

This incredible gift comes at a crit-
ical time as the museum celebrates 
the 75thAnniversary of Old Sturbridge 
Village over the next 18 months. The 
Village plans to use this gift as the cor-

nerstone of a planned capital campaign. 
The gift will ensure living history con-
tinues at Old Sturbridge Village in the 
future, and address capital needs on the 
campus, including the preservation of 
historic buildings and landscape.

“I am grateful to Susie Titus for her 
dedication and commitment to Old 
Sturbridge Village, and for her confi-
dence in our Board and staff to steward 
such a significant gift in her memory,” 
said Jim Donahue, President and CEO. 
“Susie was incredibly supportive of the 
museum over the past twenty years, 
and we are grateful that she made such 
a generous provision for the Village in 
her estate planning. Susie’s legacy and 
impact will live on for generations to 
come.”

 Old Sturbridge Village has seen tre-

mendous growth over the past several 
years. In 2017 the Village opened Old 
Sturbridge Academy Charter Public 
School, which now has over 280 stu-
dents. These students attend from a 
wide range of communities throughout 
central Massachusetts. In January of 
2020, Old Sturbridge Village announced 
a management partnership with 
Coggeshall Farm Museum in Bristol, 
Rhode Island. This partnership saw 
a successful first year in spite of the 
unprecedented times of COVID 19. 
As Old Sturbridge Village begins its 
75th anniversary year, the Village is 
positioned to have continued growth 
and innovative programming that will 
keep visitors engaged for many years 
to come. 
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ACCURACY WATCH
The Charlton Villager is committed to accu-

racy in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, email news@stone-
bridgepress.news or call (508) 909-4106 during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone call.

Hi! My name is Jondreus  
and I love science!

Jondreus is a caring boy of Cau-
casian and Hispanic descent who 
likes to be called Jon. Those who 
know him say that he is empathet-
ic, committed, and a kind friend. 
Jon loves video games, science, 
playing outdoors, and swimming. 
When asked what he wants to be 
when he grows up, Jon states he 
wants to be a scientist, firefighter, 
or police officer. Jon’s teachers 
describe him as goal-oriented, 
very bright, kind, caring, and a 
great student who gets A’s and 
B’s in his classes. He gets along 
well with his peers, foster parents, 
foster siblings, and all adults both 
in his school setting and person-
al life. All of his teachers and his 

guidance counselor have great things to say about him. He loves animals 
and would like to be in a home with pets. 

Freed for adoption, Jon has an amazing amount of potential. He would thrive 
in a family of any constellation with older or no other children in the home. He 
would benefit from a family that could offer him stability, structure, and love. 
Jon is especially excited to potentially have a pet in his future home and a 
swimming pool in his backyard. His new family must be willing to support his 
relationship with his sister who lives in Western MA. Contact could be in the 
form of visits and other forms of media contact.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Jondreus 
Age 13

Town of Sturbridge
Building Inspector / Zoning Enforcement O�cer 

Building Department
�e Town of Sturbridge has an immediate full-time opening for 
a Building Inspector / Zoning Enforcement O�cer in the Build-
ing Department. 

�is is a Exempt position and the successful candidate will be 
responsible for reviewing plans for building construction, alter-
ations, or any designated structures, issuing building permits, 

calculating/collecting fees, superving the maintenance of associated records, and 
inspecting buildings, among other responsibilities. A unrestricted Massachusetts 
Construction Supervisor’s License, certi�cation as a Local Inspector and must be 
able to obtain certi�cation as a Building Commissioner or Inspector of Buildings 
within 18 months of hire is required. 

�is also requires a valid Massachusetts Class D Driver’s License. �e pay range 
for the position is between $67,774 to $94,884 per year. 

For a copy of the complete job description and an application please go to https://
www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/pages/job-opportunities.

Interested parties should send a letter of interest and completed application to 
Alex McConnon, 308 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 or amcconnon@stur-
bridge.gov. Position open until �lled. 

�e Town of Sturbridge is an EOE.

The Charlton Recycling Committee 
is also seeking a grant from The Last 
Green Valley to help fund grabbers 
and gloves for the April cleanup. Even 
if the community can’t get together 
physically to continue to keep Charlton 
litter free, the Recycling Committee is 
hoping citizens continue to take it upon 
themselves to keep the town beautiful 
through 2021 and beyond. 

CAMPAIGN
continued from page A1

involved and many don’t even accept 
the stipend. The goal is not to add more 
financial burden, but only to make sure 
those who do serve and decide to accept 
their salary are compensated fairly in 
accordance with their board or com-
mission’s contributions to town gov-
ernment.

Selectmen expect the new stipend 
schedule to be forwarded to the annual 
town meeting this May for consider-
ation by the general public. 

STIPENEDS
continued from page A1

Lewis Jewel 
presented to two brothers

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Monday eve-
ning, March 7, 1966, Right Worshipful 
Elwood C. Lavergne, the presiding and 
75th Master of Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge in Southbridge was preparing 
for an immensely proud and exciting 
event.  This was going to be an evening 
that not very many Lodge Masters have 
experienced and one he would never 
forget.   On that evening he was about 
to complete the final degree work on 
not one, but two of his sons, and wel-
come them into his beloved Masonic 
Fraternity.

His 28 year old son Fredrick and 24 
year old son Stephen nervously entered 

the Lodge to be among their trusted 
Brethrans, led by their dad and Master 
of the lodge, RW. Elwood.  Both Rick 
and Steve had just completed their 6 
year enlistments in the Army National 
Guard and were looking for something 
to fill the brotherhood void often felt by 
men after being discharged from the 
military.  Masonry is a logical choice to 
fill that void.

On Monday, Feb. 1, 2016, after 50 
years of good standing in the frater-
nity, both Rick and Steve were hon-
ored with the 50 year Masonic Veterans 
Medal presented by the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts located in Boston.   

Fellow Quinebaug Lodge member, 
the then 24th District Deputy Grand 
Master, Christopher M. St. Cyr had the 
honor and privilege of presenting Rick 
and Steve with this prestigious medal.

On Monday, March 1, Frederick E. 
Lavergne and Stephen H. Lavergne as 
well as their dad, RW. Elwood was 
again honored by the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts and the Brethren of 
Quinebaug Lodge.

A fraternal visit from the 24th District 
Deputy Grand Master, RW. Anselme 
B. Maxime was highlighted with a 
surprise presentation of the “Lewis 
Jewel” to both Brothers.  This Jewel 
not only honors both brothers but also 
honors their father who was a Master 
Mason when they were initiated to that 
sublime rank. This Lewis Jewel is a 
heart-warming day when a young man 
first shows interest in Freemasonry 
and asks their father how they may 
become a Master Mason, and is a proud 
day when those sons, in the fullness of 
time, is admitted as a member of his 
father’s Fraternal Masonic Lodge by 
initiation. 

The Lewis Jewel may be worn by a 
Mason, if at the time of his initiation, 
his father was a Master Mason in good 
standing. Fifty-five years later, these 
two men received this honorable Jewel 
with their father’s name and date of his 
initiation along with the name of his 
sons and their initiation date on the 
Jewel. This is just another tradition 
carried out by Master Masons and their 
family members.

Our members of the Quinebaug Lodge 
are enormously proud and honored to 
present this Jewel to both brothers. If 
you would like more information about 
Freemasonry go to www.massfreema-
sonry.org and to find a lodge nearest 
to you. 

Photo Courtesy

Left to right: Wor. Larry Burbridge presented both brothers the Lewis Jewel medals to Bro. 
Steven Lavergne and Bro. Rick Lavergne with the 24th District Deputy Grand Master, RW. 
Anselme B. Maxime overseeing this honorable prestigious presentation. Earlier in the evening 
they were also honored their 50-year Masonic Veterans Medal. 

Old Sturbridge Village receives $5 million bequest

Photo Courtesy

Helen A. (Susie) Titus and Jim Donahue.
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“Assist” local pets by joining Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow’s “Meowch Madness”

BRIMFIELD — Brimfield shelter, 
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow, is par-
ticipating in March Madness this year. 
But don’t worry: you won’t see cats on 
the court! Instead, HTAT is offering 
pre-game meals “to-go,” so that you can 
enjoy the March 21st game at home and 
help local pets at the same time. We’ll 
feed you on game night, and your meal 
purchase will help us feed pets in need.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Here 
Today Adopted Tomorrow’s “Meowch 
Madness” will take the place of its usual 
Spay-ghetti Supper. The fundraiser will 
benefit HTAT’s programs that help 
keep pets and people together, such as 
their new Pet Food Pantry, their low-
cost spay/neuter program, and their 
free behavioral help program.

Executive Director, Rachael Max, 
said, “The past year has shown us that 
pets and families need each other more 
than ever. Even though we can’t gather 
together to watch the game, we’re excit-
ed to offer our community a new way to 
come together in spirit and help local 
pets at the same time!

“You can watch March Madness right 
from home while enjoying some deli-
cious pre-game treats. The food is pre-
pared by long-time Spay-ghetti Supper 
professional chef, Chef Casey, who is 
also one of our best volunteers. Chef 
Casey will serve chili, as well as his 
world-famous Mac and Cheese, a Spay-
ghetti Supper favorite!”

From now until March 17, participants 
can pre-order their Meowch Madness 
meal, or donate a meal to a neighbor, by 

visiting heretodaysanctuary.org or call-
ing (413) 324-8224. Participants can pick 
up their meals without contact at the 
Brimfield Congregational Church on 
March 21st, from 4 to 6 pm. In order to 
keep Meowch Madness safe and COVID-
friendly for everyone, meals are avail-
able by pre-order only. And stay-tuned 

for more cat-themed March Madness 
fun! 

If you need assistance in feeding or 
caring for your pet, Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow can help. Local cat owners 
can spay or neuter their cats for $50 or 
less, and strays and ferals can be fixed 
for free! In addition, those struggling to 

feed their pets can apply to the Pet Food 
Pantry. Please visit heretodaysanctu-
ary.org or call (413) 324-8224 to learn 
more about these and more community 
assistance programs.  

About Here Today Adopted Tomorrow 
Animal Sanctuary

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow, 
HTAT, was founded by mother-daugh-
ter team Barbara Horn and Rachael 
Max.  HTAT is a volunteer driven group 
focused on reducing the number of 
homeless animals in our community 
through prevention and adoption ser-
vices.  In 2012 we opened our no kill, 
cageless cat adoption center for adult 
cats and kittens in Brimfield MA.  Our 
ultimate goal is to decrease the number 
of animals entering the shelter system.  
It is deeply important to us that every 
resident’s stay at HTAT is comfortable 
and healthy, making for well-adjusted, 
happy animals. We have programs to 
help special needs cats flourish and 
get adopted, including shy, fearful and 
senior cats.  Shortly after opening, we 
realized there were more homeless 
cats than we could handle by adoption 
alone, so we started programs to spay 
and neuter local community cats.  To 
date, HTAT has helped more than 2,500 
cats.  For more information, visit here-
todaysanctuary.org.

 Visit Here Today Adopted Tomorrow 
on Facebook at facebook.com/here-
todaysanctuary, and follow us on 
Instagram at @heretodayadoptedto-
morrow. 

Local town employees 
to take part in 

cybersecurity training
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON – Town 
employees of both Dudley and 
Charlton were among the 44,000 
employees of 107 government 
organizations in the common-
wealth who will receive training 
in cybersecurity awareness and 
detection of cyber threats thanks 
to a grant program announced 
by Gov. Charlie Baker in late 
February.

The Cybersecurity Awareness 
Grant Program is in its second 
round and seeks to provide edu-
cation and resources to agen-
cies and organizations to help 
identify security breaches and 
cyber attacks which the National 
Governors Association has 
deemed the most effective factor 
in preventing security breach-
es and data loss. The training 
provided through the grant will 
educate both municipal and 
school employees in how to iden-
tify and responds to potential 

cyber security threats with the 
Executive Office of Technology 
Services and Security managing 
the program through $250,000 
in funding from the capital IT 
authorizations from the gover-
nor’s General Government Bond 
Bill passed in 2020.

“Cyber threats continue to 
evolve, making cyber aware-
ness training an essential tool 
for municipalities and public 
schools in the Commonwealth 
to equip their employees with 
the knowledge on how to avoid 
the potentially costly missteps 
of falling prey to cyber attacks,” 
said Baker in a press release. 
“We will continue to seek out 
opportunities to improve the 
cybersecurity posture of the 
Commonwealth and its commu-
nities.”

The training provided will 
be in an online format in keep-
ing with social distancing and 
will include simulations that 
examine luring techniques by 
cyber criminals to gain access 
to IT systems through phishing 

attacks, SMS attacks, USB drop 
attacks and link-based, attach-
ment-based and data-entry based 
attacks.

Through the grant, 213 employ-
ees of the town of Charlton and 
30 town employees in Dudley 
will take part in the training. 
In recent years both towns have 
made cybersecurity a priority 
thanks to an attack on Charlton’s 
computer network in the sum-
mer of 2019. Dudley responded 
by attempting to revamp its own 
cybersecurity to avoid a situa-
tion similar to its neighboring 
town. Both towns have received 
grant funds to invest in their 
networks in the months that fol-
lowed, and the added training 
will only continue to build on 
the progress these communities 
have made to avoid a cyberse-
curity risk in an age of ever-in-
creasing dependence on tech-
nology. Nichols College located 
in Dudley has also started a 
new master’s program with an 
emphasis on cybersecurity.

QCC receives millions to help 
drive student success

QCC receives millions to help 
drive student success

W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond Community 
College has received $2.4 million 
in federal emergency funds from 
the Higher Education Emergency 
Relief Fund II, authorized by the 
Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations 
Act (CRRSAA), to support stu-
dents. The College has also allo-
cated an additional $1 million in 
institutional funds to assist stu-
dents during the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This unprecedented time in 
our history requires us to dig 
deep and support our students in 
every possible way. This funding 
will go a long way in helping 
students realize their dreams of 
a better life,” said President Luis 
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “QCC is the 
first choice for many students in 

our region, from traditional high 
school students, non-traditional 
students, and students interested 
in beginning their education to 
transfer to a four-year college or 
university.”

QCC has continued to increase 
its support services since 
the onset of the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, recognizing 
the financial challenges many 
students are currently facing.

“Students have lost jobs, or had 
their hours decreased, and are 
now facing emergency expenses. 
Yet they continue to persevere 
in their quest for a better life 
through higher education. Our 
goal is to make sure that every 
student who has a dream for a 
quality education can obtain 
one,” Dr. Pedraja said.

The College instituted a 
Student Emergency Fund for 
students in significant hardship 

at the onset of the pandemic. 
These funds are also available to 
students exempt from receiving 
certain federal aid due to citi-
zenship, residency or enrollment 
status. Thanks to the Student 
Emergency Fund, 571 students 
have received emergency aid to 
date.

“It is imperative we do every-
thing we can to help our stu-
dents mitigate the cost of higher 
education. In today’s economy, 
people are realizing that mini-
mizing debt through affordable 
college options is a smarter deci-
sion that will have positive and 
far-reaching implications,” Dr. 
Pedraja said.

For more information about 
QCC, contact Josh Martin, 
Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 
or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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NEW line of Balloons! 
Milk • Bread 
 Beverages 

 $1 Hot Coffee
Toys • Party Goods 
 $1 Greeting Cards 

 Food & So Much More!

160 Main Street (corner of Main & Maple) 
Spencer, MA 01562 • 774-745-8115

DP Dollar StorePL
U

S

NEW line of Balloons! 

Toys • Party Goods 
 $1 Greeting Cards 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day with a St. Patty’s 

Day balloon!

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 3/8/21 was $2.35 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

125 Southbridge Road, Charlton, MA 01507  
(508) 248-9797 info@charltonoil.com

CURRENT OIL PRICE $2.35/gallon*
Monday, March 8 • 100 gallon minimum

* call for the most up-to-date price * prices subject to change

 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
AVAILABLE

PROPANE  Price Per Gallon
75-150 .................................. $2.35
150-300 ................................ $1.99
300-500 ................................ $1.85
500 Plus ........................Call O�ce

Tanks Filled to 80% • Driver Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH! 
No Longterm Contract Required to Buy Propane. 

Call office for details.

Your locally-owned hometown 
heating oil specialists

Sales & Service!

OIL PROPANE

570 MAIN STREET �  RT. 20 �  FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 �  FAX: 508-347-6985

SPECIALS GOOD 3/15 - 3/21

1LB BAG

BABY 
CARROTS

99¢ ea.

5LB BAG

ROUND WHITE

POTATOES 
$1.99 ea.

1LB

DRISCOLL� S
STRAWBERRIES

$2.99 ea.

IMPORTED

PINT
BLUEBERRIES

2/$5.00

CERTIFIED
ANGUS

SIRLOIN
STEAKS
$5.99 lb.

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 7:00 • Sat. & Sun. 8:30 -6:00
We reserve the right to limit quantities

BOAR� S HEAD

BEECHWOOD

HAM
$7.99 lb.

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

NEW LOCATION:
1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge

508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

Think 
Spring

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crockpot
Package

Crooked Creek Farm

4lb Beef Short Ribs
2lb Soup Bones 
       (Ossobucco)
4lb Chuck Roast

$7000
($90.00 value)

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

That
Sticks

Local
Advertising

Call 800.367.9898
today to promote your business with print advertising that leaves a lasting 

impression!

Local

In Print & Online
800.367.9898 | www.StonebridgePress.com

Southbridge News

Subscribe • Renew • Advertise

COMMUNITY
 SPECIAL

This size ad  for only
$35/wk for 14 weeks

Receive A Free 
1/2 Page Ad

CALL JUNE AT

508-909-4062
FOR MORE INFORMATION

COMMUNITY
 SPECIAL

This size ad  for only
$35/wk for 14 weeks

Receive A Free 
1/2 Page Ad

CALL MIKAELA AT

508-909-4162
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CHARLTON — A $1,000 scholarship, 
honoring the memory of Ronald J. 
Denault, highly respected police officer 
at both the state and local levels, will be 
awarded again this June to a student in 
the Class of 2021.  

To be eligible for consideration for 
this award, a student must be a Charlton 
resident who is planning to further his/
her education in pursuit of a career in 
law enforcement or criminal justice.  

Applicants may be graduating from a 
public or private high school or from 
a home- schooling program which has 
been approved formally by the School 
Committee. Ideally, applicants will show 
evidence of scholarship, leadership, and 
community service.  

Interested persons should complete 
and submit an application packet no later 
than April 30.  The application packet 
will include the following:  an application 

form; a one-page essay summarizing why 
the applicant is interested in a career in 
law enforcement; two letters of reference; 
and documentation of academic scholar-
ship.  Details regarding all requirements 
will be included with the application 
form.  Application forms can be obtained 
at the public library, at the police station, 
or through the guidance office at either 
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School or Shepherd Hill Regional 

High School.  To obtain an application 
via email or to answer any further ques-
tions, please contact Dr. Linda Denault, 
who can be reached at 508-248-7711 or via 
email at ledenault@aol.com.      

Completed application packets should 
be mailed to the Ronald J. Denault 
Memorial Law Enforcement Scholarship 
Committee, c/o P.O. Box 352, Charlton 
City, MA 01508.  

Applications welcome for Ronald J. Denault 
Memorial Law Enforcement Scholarship
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& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com

508-885-3385

We do repairs and custom designs

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

Don’t forget your loved one this 
St. Patrick’s Day

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Friday & Saturday Night A�er 5:00

Lobster Roll
Full Menu - Take out still available 
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING! 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at Charlies 
from 3/11-3/18 with 

Corned Beef & Cabbage for Lunch & Dinner!

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com

508-885-3385

We do repairs and custom designs

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

Don’t forget your loved one this 
St. Patrick’s Day

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Lunch: Tues - Sat 10-3

Dinner: Fri & Sat Reservations Only
Hours: Tues 10-3 | Wed & Thurs 10-6 | Fri & Sat 10-8:30

BY
OB

We invite you to join us 3/12 & 3/13 for a 
proper Irish ¨ Meal. Additional Irish specials 

will be held on 3/17 St. Patrick’s Day. ¨  
Reservations Only. BYOB!

Specialty Items Always Available

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
May the luck ¨ of the Irish 

be with you!

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

All Lunch & Dinner Entrees 
are available to dine-in or take-out! 

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Family Dining & Gift Guide
For Lent, St. Patrick’s Day and Everyday! 

Easter is April 4th!
Visit these fine establishments for great food, beverages, take-out and gift certificates!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

State moves toward Phase 4 of reopening plan
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION – With COVID-19 numbers 
going down and vaccinations on the 
rise, the state is progressing with its 
reopening plan.

On March 1, the state advanced 
to the second step in Phase 3 of the 
reopening plan. Over the last month, 
Massachusetts has seen reductions in 
average daily COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations. 

“With public health metrics con-
tinuing to trend in a positive direc-
tion – and vaccination rates continu-
ing to increase – the administration is 
taking steps to continue to reopen the 
Commonwealth’s economy,” said Gov. 
Charlie Baker.

The progression to the second step of 
Phase 3 marks the first time the state 
has reached that level since the fall of 
2020. In response to an increase in new 
COVID-19 infections and hospitaliza-

tions following the Thanksgiving holi-
day, the Commonwealth reverted back 
to a previous level.

But now, with more residents getting 
vaccinated each day, officials are con-
fident that the reopening plan will be 
successful this time.

As part of the latest guidance, all 
indoor performance venues can now 
reopen at 50 percent capacity, with no 
more than 500 guests. These include con-
cert halls, theaters, and performance 
spaces. Indoor recreational activities 
(laser tag, roller skating, trampolines, 
obstacle courses) will also be allowed to 
reopen at 50 percent capacity.

Additionally, restaurants will no lon-
ger have a capacity limit and will be 
permitted to host musical performanc-
es. The six-foot social distancing rule, 
as well as the cap of six people per table, 
will remain in place. 

“Residents must continue to wear 
masks to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, and are encouraged to avoid contact 

outside of their immediate households,” 
Baker said. “The travel advisory and 
other public health orders remain in 
effect.”

If statistics continue to trend positive-
ly, the state plans to transition to Phase 
4 of reopening on March 22.

“This will open a range of previous-
ly closed business sectors under tight 
capacity restrictions that are expected 
to be adjusted over time if favorable 
trends in the public health data contin-
ue,” Baker said. 

The following Phase 4 industries will 
be permitted to operate at a 12 percent 
capacity limit after submitting a plan to 
the Department of Public Health:

Indoor and outdoor stadiums
Arenas
Ballparks
Also effective on March 22, gathering 

limits for event venues and public set-
tings will increase to 100 people indoors 
and 150 people outdoors. Gatherings at 
private residences and in private back-

yards will remain at a maximum of 25 
people, with indoor house gatherings 
remaining at 10 people.

Additionally, dance floors will be per-
mitted at weddings, and overnight sum-
mer camps will be allowed to operate 
this summer. Exhibition and conven-
tion halls may also begin to operate, 
following gatherings limits and event 
protocols. 

The Baker Administration also 
announced more than $49 million in 
grant awards to 1,108 additional small 
businesses. The funding comes as 
part of the eighth round of COVID-
19 relief grants administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation (MGCC). 

To date, the Baker Administration 
has awarded more than $563 million in 
financial support to 12,320 businesses 
impacted by the pandemic. More than 
half of grantees are restaurants, bars, 
caterers, operators of personal services, 
and independent retailers.

QCC’s Dental Assisting Program highlighted 
during Dental Assistant Recognition Week

WORCESTER — During the 
week of March 7, the American 
Dental Assistants Association 
(ADAA) will recognize the 
invaluable contributions these 
healthcare workers make to 
quality dental care through 
Dental Assistant Recognition 
Week,™ held each year on the 
first full week on March.

Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Dental Assisting 
Certificate program has 
become an important part of 
the education landscape in 
Massachusetts and dental 
assistants who graduate from 
the College are making import-
ant contributions to the region.

“We are continually get-
ting calls from dentists in the 

area looking for quality assis-
tants,” said Professor of Dental 
Assisting/Hygiene, Jennifer 
McKeon. “This demonstrates 
the value that is placed on grad-
uates from QCC’s program.”

As the only program accred-
ited by the Commission 
on Dental Accreditation in 
Worcester, students who come 
from QCC’s program often have 
job offers before they graduate, 
according to Ms. McKeon.

“Our students can take their 
Certified Dental Assistant 
(CDA) exam in the last few 
weeks of the program so they 
are credentialed with Dental 
Assisting National Board and 
are a certified dental assis-
tant when they graduate,” she 

added.
The one-year Dental 

Assisting Certificate program 
prepares graduates to perform 
a wide range of patient care 
duties in the dental office that 
includes hands-on education 
in digital radiography, as well 
as taking part in the College’s 
state-of-the-art dental materi-
als lab. Lab equipment such as 
CAD/CAM technology; digital 
cameras, a milling machine 
that can make crowns; a high-
tech scanner; staining unit and 
oven, and other cutting-edge 
dental equipment help stu-
dents become proficient on 
equipment they might one day 
work within a dental office.

Students also have the oppor-

tunity to experience different 
avenues of dentistry while in 
the program, by being placed 
in different offices, such as an 
oral surgeon’s office and an 
orthodontist’s office.

Additionally, students who 
complete the program will be 
prepared to continue their 
studies at the Associate’s 
degree level in such disciplines 
as allied dental services or den-
tal hygiene.

“We have a bridge program 
that allows two students every 
year from the dental assisting 
program to bridge into the 
dental hygiene program and 
bypass the waitlist.  Student 
must have all the admission 
requirements for the dental 

hygiene program to qualify 
to bypass the waitlist,” Ms. 
McKeon said.

According to the state’s 
Executive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development, the 
number of Massachusetts den-
tal assistant jobs is projected 
to grow by 12.5 percent over a 
10-year period ending in 2022.

To learn more, visit www.
QCC.edu. For more infor-
mation about QCC, contact 
Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications 
at 508-854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

Windstorm leaves thousands in the dark
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION – March roared in like a 
lion last week, pummeling the region 
with damaging winds.

At the height of the March 1 & 2 
windstorm, thousands of customers 
throughout the area were without 
power. Spencer was especially hard 
hit, with widespread outages causing 
schools to be closed and the emergency 
shelter at Knox Trail Middle School to 
open on March 2.

Wind gusts topped 60 miles per hour 
along the Route 9 corridor, combined 
with temperatures that didn’t exceed 
the twenties. For many residents, 
early March felt more like January. 

“There were several outages all over 
town, but especially in the southern 
part of town,” said Spencer Fire Chief 
Robert Parsons.

Leicester emergency management 

officials nearly activated their shelter 
as well, but crews were able to clear 
most roads in a timely fashion. 

“The Highway Department was 
quick to react to several trees block-
ing streets, as well as National Grid to 
shut off power where we had trees on 
live wires,” said Leicester Police Chief 
Ken Antanavica. “Once the Highway 
Department cleared the trees, they 
restored the power in short order. 
All in all, the town fared pretty well, 
except for some tree-related property 
damage to private homes in the area.”  

By the end of the day on March 2, 
most Spencer and Leicester customers 
had the lights back on. Other area 
towns also saw significant wind dam-
age, including downed power lines, 
damaged vehicles, and minor structur-
al damage to homes.

In Brimfield, Dunhamtown Palmer 
Road was closed for several hours 
due to wires strewn across the road. 
Sturbridge residents contended with 
the extended closure of Holland Road, 
and major tree damage was also report-
ed on Woodlawn Drive.

Photo Courtesy

Power lines were down throughout the area 
during the March 1-2 windstorm, causing 
thousands of outages.
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CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

  Winter
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook: 

Brian Wood Electrician 

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

50 COLORS • 

BUY

FACTORY

DIRECT

& SAVE

SPRING
SALE

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 3/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Central
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEEDJOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
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FRANK G. CHILINSKI
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BRENDAN BERUBE
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Trying to open our churches for 
Easter worship this year is a realistic 
goal.  Some churches already have 
been open for worship with strict pre-
cautions, others less so, while still oth-
ers are considering a re-opening plan 
for or around Easter Sunday on April 
4.  Perhaps those plans involve open-
ing only for those doubly vaccinated 
but it would still be a victory for those 
who have been patient.

Either way, whether your church 
is open for in-person worship or not, 
this year will again be a Holy Week 
and Easter distinctly abnormal.  We 
can lambast government overreach, 
the policies and restrictions, etc. if we 
want to, or we can choose to still make 
Easter as meaningful as possible.

To that end, let me remind you that 
the reason we call what we do on 
Sunday mornings a worship “service” 
is because we are doing God and neigh-
bor a service by worshiping.  Giving 
God glory is one way we respond to 
and return the love God has shown us 
and encourage the spiritual growth 
of any brother or sister who does not 
yet know God’s infinite mercies.  If 
your church’s Easter worship services 
are not in-person or are otherwise 
disappointing contrasted to normal, 
perhaps it would be worthwhile con-
sidering how else we could do God and 
neighbor a service.  How else can we 
respond to and return to God the love 
He has shown us?

This year, the young adults of 
Charlton City UMC have decided to 
start collecting items to put together 
care packages for persons who are 
homeless.  We already minister to 
those without shelter but, since we 
would normally offer greater support 
if we were pandemic-free, our young 
adults have hit upon a creative way to 
still serve God and neighbor.

I don’t mean to pat ourselves on 
the back (well, okay, maybe I do a lit-
tle bit) but rather to suggest that we 
can easily channel our frustrations 
over worship services during the pan-
demic towards other, equally valuable 
services to God.  Indeed, some may 
argue that channeling our services 
to God into ministries for those who 
are struggling—“the least of these,” 
as Jesus might say—is more valuable 
than fighting tooth and nail merely to 
re-open a sanctuary.  I don’t mean to 
downplay our concern over re-opening 
for worship services, either, but mere-
ly offer this as an Easter suggestion:

How might we use the time, energy, 
and frustration we’d otherwise put 
into an in-person worship service to 
instead serve God through a new min-
istry project, so that all of us, including 
those without a church home, those 
who are struggling or out on the street, 
might experience the resurrection 
together?

Easter
ServiceHere comes 

the sun, 
and we say 
it’s all right 

After a long (but, we think, mild) 
winter, warmer, longer days are finally 
here. As the official first day of spring 
nears on March 20, we’re noticing peo-
ple have more of a pep in their step.  
A refreshing sight given the year 2020 
delivered.  

While each season has its own perks, 
there is something about spring that 
seems to surprise us each year.  We 
re-acquaint ourselves with our yards 
as they slowly reveal themselves as the 
snowbanks melt away.  Muddy grass 
has never been a kinder sight.  

Over the past few weeks, the common 
chatter has been about baseball, spring-
time fitness goals, gardening, hiking, 
you know the usual.  This week we 
reminisced about old April Fool’s Day 
pranks in the office.  Tacks on seats, 
the soda bottle filled with water sitting 
on top of a door waiting to be opened in 
order to drench an unsuspecting indi-
vidual, saran wrapped cars, fake lot-
tery winnings, fake wedding proposals 
and lost wedding rings, to name a few.  
Stunts to make Larry, Moe and Curly 
proud. 

With spring comes “spring fever.”  
In modern times this is a semi-positive 
term, however back in colonial times, 
‘spring fever’ referred to the poor qual-
ity of health everyone was in, after 
sustaining a winter without fresh vege-
tables and proper diet.  Today’s “spring 
fever” will have children restless, new 
romances transpire and people attack-
ing their homes with dust cloths and 
Windex.   

Experts say the changes that a person 
goes through during the springtime are 
due to hormonal changes in the body.  
During the winter months, the body 
secretes a large amount of melatonin, 
(the sleep hormone).  The presence of 
more sunlight in spring sends the body 
a message to stop producing as much 
melatonin.  This causes folks to be more 
awake.  Add this to the uptick in your 
serotonin levels due to the sunlight and 
you will not only be awake but enthu-
siastic.  

Interesting to note is that during the 
springtime the body becomes more sus-
ceptible to illnesses.  Way back when, 
scurvy outbreaks always occurred 
during this time of year as did rubel-
la and measles. Doctors note that in 
spring, gout, a condition that affects 
joints, peaks in individuals.  Because 
there are more allergens in the air, you 
will see more cases of rosacea and other 
skin irritations on the rise.  

We encourage everyone to spend as 
much time outdoors this spring, includ-
ing the days leading up to its official 
start.  Get back to basics, back to nature, 
keep things simple and pick up an old 
hobby you have abandoned but have 
been meaning to reconnect with, life is 
meant to be fun. 

Resilience is key to 
meeting financial goals
You can demonstrate 

this resilience by answer-
ing these questions: What 
is your specific goal? What 
obstacle do you face in 
achieving this goal? How 
can you overcome this 
obstacle?

Here are some examples 
of how this resiliency process works:

Goal: Building suffi-
cient retirement funds  
To build sufficient retirement income, 
you need to invest in the financial 
markets through your 401(k), IRA and 
other accounts. But how should you 
respond when these markets go through 
periods of volatility? Your best defense 
is to remain invested. If you were to 
jump out of the market every time it 
dropped, you’d probably miss out on 
the rebounds that followed. Also, over 
a period of decades, the effects of short-
term market fluctuations tend to dimin-
ish, so while the results of any particu-
lar day or week may not look good on 
your investment statement, the impor-
tance of these results may diminish in 
10 or 20 years.

Goal: Maintaining steady cash flow
Keeping a steady cash flow is essential to 
meeting your daily and monthly expens-
es. So, it’s obviously important that 
you maintain sufficient earned income. 
But what happens if you encounter 
a serious illness or injury that keeps 
you from work for an extended period? 
Depending on the length of time you’re 
not working, you could feel a real finan-
cial pinch, so you may want to consider 
some type of disability insurance. Your 
employer may offer a short-term policy 
as an employee benefit, but it might not 
be sufficient, so you may need to look at 
private coverage.

Goal: Keeping retire-
ment accounts intact
Ideally, you’d like to leave your IRA, 
401(k) and other accounts intact until 
you need to start tapping into them 
when you retire. But what if you face an 

unexpectedly large medical 
bill or you need to replace 
your furnace or get a new 
car? If you don’t have the 
money readily available, 
you might be forced to dip 
into your IRA and 401(k), 
incurring taxes and poten-
tial penalties and leaving 

yourself fewer resources for retirement. 
You can help avoid this setback by 
creating an emergency fund containing 
three to six months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money kept in a liq-
uid, low-risk account.

Goal: Having confi-
dence in your strategy  
To achieve your important financial 
goals, you need a strategy – and you 
need to believe in it strongly enough 
to keep following it during all types of 
stress on the financial markets. It’s not 
always easy to maintain this convic-
tion – less than half of Americans are 
confident in their abilities to recover 
quickly from difficult financial situa-
tions, according to a new survey from 
Edward Jones. One way to help gain 
this confidence is by working with a 
financial advisor.

In fact, 36 percent of those surveyed 
began working with a financial advisor 
in 2020 for help navigating the past year. 
The importance of receiving good advice 
became apparent during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which brought about a vari-
ety of financial worries, such as job loss, 
retirement considerations, caregiving 
for elderly parents or providing finan-
cial support to adult children.

You will face some challenges on 
your journey toward achieving your 
financial objectives. But by being resil-
ient, you can stay on the right road.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Extra! Extra! Read All 
About It!

We think you’re import-
ant enough to tell all our 
readers to turn to the 
Opinion pages and read 
your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to 
write us!

Mail your letters to the 
Charlton Villager, P.O. 
Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. 

Or e-mail your letters to 
the editor at news@stone 
bridgepress.news

You’ll need to provide 
your name and place of 
residence, along with a phone num-
ber, so we can verify the letter is 
yours. 

We don’t have a set 
limit, but if you keep it 
around 600 words or so, 
you’re going to have a 
better chance at seeing all 
your words in print.

If you want to write a bit 
longer about a particular 
issue, maybe a guest Your 
Turn column is your cup 
of tea. If you do that, try 
to keep it between 700-800 
words. 

Remember, libelous 
remarks and/or personal 
attacks are a no-no and 
could lead to your letter 
not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  
Start writing!

JEFF
BURDICK

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

REV. JOHN H.D. 
LUCY

BEYOND

THE PEWS

 LETTERS

Disappointment? Join the club
So, I get an email last night from a 

reader of this column …
“You always write about optimism, 

now that you have cancer, what do you 
think?

What do I think?
Let me begin with this … If you want 

to avoid disappointment, don’t do any-
thing. Do not try to live your dreams. 
Stop reaching for the stars. Never build 
a business or try to compete. Don’t 
apply for the promotion. Refuse to take 
a risk. Don’t try to beat cancer. And 
above all … never fall in love. If you 
want to avoid disappointment, its easy, 
just be the anti-Nike and Just ‘Don’t’ Do 
It.’ Problem solved, right? Not hardly ...

The best of life is available for those 
who go for it.

The rewards of life go to those who 
risk, and when you risk, you will often 
be disappointed. I’ve suffered more 
emotionally crushing moments in my 
life than I can recount. It’s all part of 
the game. You win some, you lose some 
and some are rained out. Some disap-
pointments are minor, and you move on 
quickly, while some stay with you for 
an exceptionally long time. So yes, I’ve 
suffered great disappointment, while 
also enjoying great success. You can’t 
have one without the other. 

By coincidence, previously, on a day 
where I got the call from another read-

er about disappointment, I 
personally suffered a major 
disappointment. 

About an hour before the 
call, I suffered a business 
setback that was stunning. 
It was something I didn’t 
expect, and the disappoint-
ment lingered for an excep-
tionally long time. I was 
pursuing an opportunity that I was con-
vinced was a sure thing, and had been 
working on it for months. I felt assured 
by the client that they were eager to 
take advantage of my proposal. It was 
a great program, and there was every 
reason that the group I was courting 
should have said yes. When I was told 
no, it was like a punch to my gut. I was 
given no reason for the refusal other 
than “we just think we’ll pass at this 
time.” When I came home from the 
meeting with my tail between my legs, 
my wife consoled me for a few minutes 
then said, “Get on the tractor and mow 
the grass” … and I did. 

The grass doesn’t stop growing 
because I’m disappointed. 

Life goes on. I had to pick myself up 
off the floor, get on the tractor and get 
cutting, and for me, the tractor is a 
great place to plan (or plant) my next 
move.

So, you are disappointed? Join the 

club. You are not alone. 
You were laid off from your 
company or your spouse 
left you. Your team didn’t 
win the big game and your 
diet isn’t working as fast 
as you’d like. Your son or 
daughter was cut from the 
team or didn’t get into the 
college you’d hoped. There 

are different levels of disappointments 
and different people feel them to differ-
ent degrees. But the fact is that we all 
suffer disappointment, but here’s the 
key …

It’s not important that you were 
knocked down. All that matters is that 
you get back up again.

It is all a matter of personal resil-
ience. As my dad always said to me, 
“You gotta keep on keepin’ on.” So, I 
was deeply disappointed that morning. 
At 11:20 a.m., I felt like I was punched 
hard by a friend, but by 3 p.m. the same 
day, I was planning my next move. The 
pain of the morning was eclipsed by 
the optimism of the afternoon. I was 
still hurt and disappointed, but I made 
a choice to leave my unfulfilled dream 
of the morning behind and embrace 
the future of my next idea. I made the 
choice to move on.

Always fish with more than one pole.
The more baited hooks you have in 

the water at one time, the more chances 
you have of landing the big fish. Be cre-
ative. Have more than one idea, project, 
or proposal. Pursue more than one job. 
Apply to multiple schools. Never rely 
on a single outcome and never allow 
the disappointment of one day, stop you 
from taking a chance on the next. Keep 
going. Keep trying and never give up.

There are only two things you can 
control in life …

So back to the reader question. 
Having cancer has not changed my atti-
tude or optimism. I’m focused on living 
a happy and optimistic life. I believe I 
can beat this cancer and am working 
to do so.

You can’t control the weather … or 
how others feel about you … or the deci-
sions others make that influence your 
future. You can control your attitude 
and your attitude will drive how you 
respond to the inevitable disappoint-
ments … and you can also control your 
effort. Be optimistic and work hard. 
Next time you won’t be disappointed.

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING



Antiques have 
been copied for years. 
For example, in 
1876, the Centennial 
Exposition took place 
in Philadelphia.  
Americans were 
interested in their his-
tory and cabinet mak-
ers produced many 
quality reproductions 
of pieces from the pre-
vious century. Often, 
the goal with repro-
ductions is to create 
copies of furniture 
or other antiques for 
people who couldn’t 
afford to pay what 

an original would cost. Other times 
though, the goal is to deceive an unsus-
pecting buyer.

When I started selling antiques over 
30 years ago, a friend informed me that 
he was running a golf auction. I was 
new at the antique business and bought 
some cast iron doorstops of a man and 
woman golfer that I thought would be a 
good fit. My friend who was running the 
auction informed me that the doorstops 
were reproductions. Someone had arti-
ficially aged them by exposing them to 
weather and hitting them with chains. 
Even when accurately described as 
reproductions in his golf auction cata-
log, the pair sold for well over $200 and I 
was able to make a small profit, despite 
my mistake.

Around 15 years ago, I was helping a 
friend set up his booth at the Brimfield 
Antique Show. We finished early that 
night and walked around to see what 
other dealers were offering for sale. My 
friend specialized in antique furniture 
and saw a barrister’s bookcase that was 
reasonably priced. Barrister’s (or stack-
ing) bookcases are rectangular sections 
that fit on top of each other. The glass 
fronts lift upward and slide inward 
at the top. When my friend examined 
the bookcase more closely, he found a 
“Made in Malaysia” sticker in the back.

Around the same time, we auctioned a 
great collection of Tiffany Studios desk 
accessories for a client who had collect-
ed them for many years. Fortunately, 
the collector sold the collection when 
they did.  Many copies have been made 
in Asia since we sold the collection. The 
flood of reproductions has caused the 
price of originals to drop considerably.  

There are so many reproductions that 
it may be easier to list antiques that 
haven’t been reproduced than things 
that have. A search of Wayfair’s Web 
site of antique reproductions lists: tele-
phones, tea sets, telescopes, bottle open-
ers, scrimshaw boxes, toilet paper hold-
ers, statues, and furniture. There are 
hundreds more. I should point out that 
they are doing nothing illegal or uneth-
ical by selling these. They are merely 
offering decorative pieces to people who 
want them.  

On the other hand, U.S. Customs 
seized 36 fake guitars that were shipped 
from China, according to a February 
NBC Washington report. Many of the 
guitars were Gibson Les Paul copies. 
A Gibson Ace Frehley had a suggested 
retail value of $9,000.  The total suggest-
ed retail value for all the guitars was 
$158,692. Guitar.com reported that the 
bogus guitars were en route to buyers 
in 21 states and Australia.

If you are a collector, here are some 
things that you can do to make sure 
you are buying legitimate pieces. Buy 
from a reputable dealer. Learn as much 

about the items you collect. Before I 
became a full-time auctioneer, I spent a 
lot of free time in local antique shops. If 
I saw the same item in multiple shops 
I looked closely and found it was typi-
cally either a reproduction or a recent 
warehouse find. Sometimes, it can be 
obvious that what you are looking at 
is a reproduction. If you see “copy of,” 
reproduction,” or a modern “Made in 
China” label on a piece, you don’t have 
to look any further.

We will soon auction another group 
of antique, vintage, and contemporary 
model trains, die-cast cars, and other 

toys online. We also picked up a large 
collection of sports and non-sports cards 
that will be sold by online auction. We 
are also still accepting quality consign-
ments of valuable items like jewelry, 
coins, art, and better collectibles for 
our May multi-estate auction. See our 
website for details: https://centralmas-
sauctions.com

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com
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Free Injury Evaluation for a limited time.
Covid-safe precautions are always taken. 

By appointment only. 

Accepting
New 

Patients!

PHYSICAL THERAPYATTORNEY

Law Office of Michelle M. Murray
General Practice Attorney with focus on:
Divorce • Custody • Child Support • Modifications

508-885-4405
188 Main Street, Spencer / Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com

AttorneyMichelleMurray.com

Professional & Tax Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Antique reproductions and fakes

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Memories of fishing with Mel

The month of March 
will hopefully bring 
us some continued 
warm weather like we 
are experiencing this 
week. Mass. Fish & 
Wildlife will be stocking 
more than 500,000 trout 
in waters throughout the 
state starting any day 
now. More than 75 per-
cent will be over 12 inch-
es long. Ice conditions 
will become extremely 
dangerous in the days 
and weeks ahead, until 
total ice out. Most ponds 
and lakes rarely receive 
an allotment of trout 
before ice out, but if the 
waters are suitable for 
stocking, and the PH is 
correct, they could still 
receive trout.

This week’s two pic-
tures of largemouth bass 
caught in local waters last 
week are a good indicator 
that there are plenty of 
big bass out there for this 
year’s fishing, by diehard 
bass anglers. Catching 
largemouth bass and 
smallmouth bass in 
New England, provide 
some exciting fishing for 
anglers with bass boats 
during derbies, or just 
fishing with friends and 
family. Although I am not 
a big freshwater bass fish-
ing angler like I was in 
my younger years, I still 

enjoy the excitement of 
landing a large bass on a 
flyrod, or other light fish-
ing tackle. I have been 
told by numerous anglers 
that freshwater bass 
fish, that the colder New 
England waters provide 
a longer fight from the 
bass, than in the warm-
er waters of Florida and 
other Southern states.

In my younger years, 
I fished Meadow Pond 
and Arcade Pond in 
Whitinsville for many 
species of freshwater 
fish. Our dad often took 
my brother Mel & me 
fishing on Meadow pond 
in a 12-foot rowboat at 
least once a week. The 
boat was kept in a por-
tion of the pond called 
Kanes Cove. The Kane 
family lived right on the 
water just off of Border 
Street, and was accessi-
ble to anyone that wanted 
to go fishing. The boat 
was moored out from the 
shoreline approximately 
150 feet, and our dad kept 
a throwline and a block 
of wood to retrieve the 
boat when we wanted to 
go fishing.

My brother Mel and I 
sat in the back of the boat 
trolling a double spinner 
and worm combination, 
as our dad slowly rowed 
the boat. I can remember 
my brother Mel shouting 
to my dad to stop the boat, 
as he was stuck on the 
bottom! Suddenly, a huge 
bass broke the water, and 
the fight was on. Back 
then a steel rod and a level 
wind reel loaded with a 
Dacron fishing line, was 
all that we had for fishing 

gear.  Landing the fish 
took some time, but he 
did manage to land the 
fish. That was the start 
of my brother’s fascina-
tion with fishing, and he 
became hooked on fish-
ing big time, even more 
so through his adult life.     

Meadow Pond and 
the Arcade Pond also 
offered some great 
Calico Bass (crappie) 
fishing, using a fly 
rod and a Micky Finn 
streamer fly. A bridge 
on the Meadow Pond 
Road (Main Street) was 
removed a number of 

years ago, but was a 
great place to fish for 
crappie. The water was 
crystal clear back in the 
day, and you could watch 
the crappie chasing the 
fly as it was retrieved just 
under the surface of the 
water. I can remember 
bringing home a stringer 
of them for my dad to 
clean & make a great fish 
chowder. Oftentimes, we 
caught yellow perch and 
bluegills to add to the 
pot. I sure do miss his 
fish chowder!

This past weekend, 
this writer was informed 

by a local sportsman, 
about a deer that had 
fallen through the ice 
in the West River. He 
was drawn to the deer 
carcass by a large Bald 
Eagle that was feeding 
on the deer. Sightings 
of Bald Eagles are at an 
all-time high throughout 
the state, and in the val-
ley area. The informant 
tried to get a picture of 
the Eagle, but it left the 
area before he got ready 
to snap the photo. I am 
sure he will be back to 
dine on the deer carcass 
in the coming days and 
weeks. Maybe he will get 

another chance to snap a 
photo!

March is the month 
for the Saltwater Fishing 
Show in Providence, R.I., 
but because of Covid, this 
year’s show has been can-
celed, as were most other 
Fishing & Sportsmen’s 
shows. Looking over 
the latest in fishing 
equipment, meeting old 
friends, and telling big 
lies about all of our fish 
we caught last year has 
been put on hold. Just 
wait until next year!

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep Them Rods Bending!

Jim Nickelson with a huge seven pound, two ounce large-
mouth bass ,also caught last weekend while ice fishing local 
waters.

Photos Courtesy

Mike Daniels with a six-pound largemouth bass caught last 
Saturday in local waters.  Nice fish!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS
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HANDYMAN

508-686-0336
Email: whatdayaneed@gmail.com

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured

•  Hang Pictures and Curtain Rods
•  Install Bath Fixtures  
 (Plumber will need to connect)
•  Yard and Garden work
•  Rot Repair, Exterior Trim,  
 and Decks
•  Assemble Prefabricated Furniture
•  Pressure Wash
•  Yard Work, Spread Mulch,  
 and Stone
•  And much more!  
 Just tell me What Da Ya Need.

•  Painting: Interior/Exterior
•  Refinish/Enhance Natural  
 Wood Trim
•  Wall Repair, Patch, and Compound
•  Install Ceiling Fans, Light Fixtures,  
 Outlets, and Receptacles
•  Install Storm Doors
•  Install Knobs, Door Knobs,  
 and Dead Bolts
•  Install Subfloors, Ceramic Tile,  
 Luxury Vinyl Glue Down,  
 Floating Floors1067 Stafford St. • Rochdale, MA

(Across from Rochdale Park)

508.892.9800

Desmarais Auto Repair

Master
Technicians 
Over 28 Yrs. 
Experience

Free Diagnostics
While-you-wait

All Repairs Guaranteed  
24 mos. or 24,000 miles

AUTO SERVICES

All Repairs Welcome

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory 
Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Family owned & operated. 
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

LOCAL
SERVICE
PROVIDERS

Spring has (Almost) Sprung: 
Ode to the Botanical Signs of Spring

New Englanders have long searched 
for signs of spring after a long, cold win-
ter, and few promises of warm weath-
er are more welcome than the annual 
arrival of early spring buds. From fuzzy 
pussy willows to blazing golden forsyth-
ia, nature ushers in the season with an 
abundance of color, texture and beau-
ty that has inspired artist and poets 
for centuries. Such common “back-
yard blooms” are simple pleasures that 
evoke sentiment from both novice and 
experienced gardeners. Plentiful and 
easy to grow, these nostalgic perennials 
are gaining a new appreciation for the 
simple beauty the early spring blooms 
bring to the landscape.

**
Forsythia: As March arrives, so does 

Forsythia. Bursts of yellow blooms 
along country roads and splashes of 
gold color in New England yards bring 
a welcome change to the dreary win-
ter landscape. Forsythia bushes are a 
mainstay of the Northeast, and these 
beloved flowers never cease to impress. 
While Forsythia is in bloom for only 
about two weeks, its early presence is 
so appreciated that it remains a popular 
plant, with its leafy shrub providing 
privacy throughout the rest of the grow-
ing season.

Arguably, the Forsythia signals the 
arrival of spring more than any other 
botanical cue. Named after the English 
horticulturist William Forsythe (1737-
1804), the flowering plant is hailed for 
its hardiness and fast growth. The yel-
low bloomer, which is a member of 
the olive family, is native to China and 
Southeastern Europe. 

**
Forsythia Folklore: Since it’s not 

uncommon for snow to fly after the 
Forsythia has bloomed, it’s not surpris-
ing the early spring plant has earned its 
way into American garden folklore.

“Three snows after the Forsythia 
blooms” was an oft repeated phrase 
by farmers of yore. The old weather 
forecasting method reminds us that 
although the blazing yellow Forsythia 
may be in full bloom, the New England 

winter is not yet over.
Forsythia, with its 

bright golden flowers 
and ability to thrive (and 
survive) harsh weath-
er conditions, has been 
hailed and celebrated 
throughout the years. 
The Forsythia boasts 
several namesake fes-
tivals and celebrations 
held annually throughout the country; 
the most prominent Forsythia Festival 
held each year the second weekend in 
March in Forsyth Georgia.

 **
Rooting Forsythia: Forsythia is easy 

to propagate. In fact, many gardeners 
report good results by simply cutting 
a branch on a slant and inserting the 
fresh cut end into a few inches of pre-
pared soil.

Another option is to place fresh cut-
ting into water to root. Leave in a cool, 
dark area until roots form. Once roots 
grow, plant outside in well watered soil.

**
Pussy Willows: Native to the 

Northeast, the tiny, furry grey buds of 
the pussy willow plant have long served 
as a welcome sign of spring. Long stalks 
of branches bearing “kitten toes” spring 
up in wetlands across New England, to 
be plucked and displayed in vases as 
a reminder warmer weather is on its 
way. A childhood favorite, the velvety 
grey buds are a sentimental reminder of 
a simpler time, when the sprigs of wil-
lows discovered in the woods, or along 
a pond’s edge proved an unexpected, yet 
delightful find. The simple form of the 
pussy willow continues to amaze today, 
as artists both past and present have 
replicated the lofty twigs in oils and 
ink, and naturalists gather the catkins 
to create long lasting bouquets.

**
Pussy willows do more than decorate 

a dismal wintry landscape, as they are 
very beneficial to wildlife. Wild birds, 
particularly cardinals and finches, 
consume the flower buds, and densely 
growing pussy willow shrubs offer nest-

ing and shelter for a vari-
ety of native birds. Bees 
rely on the early season 
blooms of the pussy wil-
low for pollen, and some 
species of butterfly lar-
vae feed on the pussy wil-
low’s leaves.

Deer, beaver, grouse 
and squirrels all include 
willow in their diets, and 

the leaves of the pussy willow provide 
much needed vitamins and nutrients 
including hefty doses of Vitamin C and 
zinc.

 **
Pussy Willow Folklore: As adorable 

as it is unusual, it’s not surprising the 
fuzzy pussy willow has a place in folk-
lore. According to an old Polish tale, a 
litter of kittens had been chasing butter-
flies at the river’s edge and one by one 
fell into the moving waters. The mother 
cat, unable to save her kittens began 
crying out.  The willow trees, located 
on the banks of the river swept their 
long branches into the water – to which 
the kittens clung on tightly and were 
rescued. Legend has it that is why each 
spring the willow branches sprout grey 
furry buds – a reminder of where the lit-
tle kitten’s paws grasped onto the twigs.

Another Polish legend isn’t quite 
so “warm and fuzzy” but nonetheless 
has earned pussy willows a place in 
Ukraine tradition.  It is said just before 
Easter, families go into the woods to 
pick pussy willows with the intention 
of beating out the long cold winter. 
Reciting a childhood rhyme family 
members playfully strike each other 
with the long, pussy willow branches, 
an act which symbolizes the strength 
to break away from the winter season 
to welcome spring and new beginnings.

 **
Propagating Pussy Willows: Pussy 

willows are moisture loving plants can 
be found wild along wetlands. The plant 
is a favorite remedy to remedy poor 
drainage areas and are useful for con-
trolling soil erosion. Their tall branches 
are also used for privacy or borders, 

but most people enjoy the pleasures of 
pussy willow in bloom simply to display 
as a centerpiece.

Propagating pussy willows is not dif-
ficult and usually results in success. 
An easy way to plant pussy willows 
in the spring season is simply to cut 
a foot long branch of new growth and 
insert it into moist soil. Sink it into the 
ground at least three inches and allow 
a few nodes to remain above ground. 
With luck, roots will form within a 
couple of weeks. The trick is to make 
sure the cutting is from a male pussy 
willow (males change color and are 
often larger; female branches remain 
dull and grey). Keep in mind that roots 
are aggressive so be sure to plant them 
away from anything you do not want 
them to invade such as sewer systems, 
etc.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renowned restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the town com-
mon in historic Sturbridge. Because 
I’m in the business of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com. 
Hints are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

URI students named to 
Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The 
University of Rhode Island is 
pleased to announce the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List. The students 
represent nearly all of Rhode 
Island’s cities and towns, all six 
New England states, New York 
and New Jersey, and many other 
states and countries. The fol-
lowing students were named to 
Dean’s List:

Julia Cierpich of Charlton
Charlotte Doubleday of 

Uxbridge 
Elena Franzosa of Uxbridge 
Jenny Frick of Uxbridge 
Emma Kraich of Uxbridge 
Alex Matkowski of Uxbridge 
Rachel McGee of Uxbridge 
Sarah McGee of Uxbridge 
Taylor Perry of Uxbridge 
Mina Roufail of Charlton 
Julia Vanelli of Uxbridge 
Eric Vario of Uxbridge 
To be included on the Dean’s 

List, full-time students must 
have completed 12 or more cred-
its for letter grades during a 
semester and achieved at least a 
3.30 quality point average. Part-

time students qualify with the 
accumulation of 12 or more cred-
its for letter grades earning at 
least a 3.30 quality point average.

As a public Land Grant 
University in a highly com-
petitive region in the United 
States, URI carefully monitors 
and manages its tuition and fee 
rates to remain one of the most 
affordable universities in the 
Northeast for both in-state and 
out-of-state students. An estimat-
ed 90% of undergraduate stu-
dents receive annual financial 
aid and institutional support

The University’s total fall 2020 
enrollment of 17,649 students 
comprises 15,393 full- and part-
time undergraduate students, 
including 748 pharmacy six-year 
professional practice, and 2,256 
full- and part-time graduate stu-
dents. About 52% of the total stu-
dent body is from Rhode Island 
and 48% are from out of state or 
foreign countries. The student 
body includes students from 48 
U.S. states and territories, and 
67 nations.

The University of Rhode 
Island’s pioneering research in 
ocean, environmental and health 
sciences extends the University’s 
influence well beyond its coastal 
borders, while its interdisciplin-
ary courses provide students 
with uniquel opportunities and 
experiences,

Over the last ten years, the 
University has completed more 
than $710 million in capital 
projects, including new con-
struction, and renovation and 
rehabilitation of existing build-
ings across its four campuses. 
The University’s campus loca-
tions, include the main campus, 
located on 1,248 acres in rural 
Kingston, the Graduate School 
of Oceanography, located on 165 
acres on Narragansett Bay, the 
W. Alton Jones Campus in West 
Greenwich, a 1,200-acre nature 
preserve, the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein College of Education 
and Professional Studies and the 
Rhode Island Nursing Education 
Center, both in the capital city of 
Providence, R.I.

TCA, St. John Paul 
II Parish hosting 
virtual auction

SOUTHBRIDGE – Trinity 
Catholic Academy and St. 
John Paul II Parish have 
joined together for a “Virtual 
Auction of Faith, Trust and 
Pixie Dust” that will run 
through bidding closure on 
March 13 at 8 p.m.

All items are available for 
viewing and bidding from 
the comfort and safety of 
your home at biddingowl.
com. Auction items include 
many beautifully created 
themed baskets, each of dif-
ferent contents and value, 
a Lottery Tree, gift cards 

from local businesses, and a 
special item — a “Magical 
Memories” trip valued at 
$1,200. For additional details, 
call Melissa Cournoyer, 
Co-Chairperson of the virtu-
al auction, at 1-508-365-8209 
or FaithTrustDust21@gmail.
com.

Pick up for winners of 
the auction will be between 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on March 
20 and 21 by the driveway 
ramp entrance of the La Salle 
Reception Center, 444 Main 
St., Southbridge.

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

Takes years to build, seconds to break 
and forever to repair

PHOTO REPRINTS AVAILABLE
Call for details 508-764-4325
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FEATURED PROPERTY!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~ 
Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St. 
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette 
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire 
House! Loads of Character $319,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.

$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State 
Forest! ON DEPOSIT! $132,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road  well main-
tained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cook-
top, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced 
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd 
full bath -second level. 2 car garage! 

assisted sale  $325,000.

THOMPSON - 25 TERRACE DRIVE

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY    

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’ 
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living 
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New 
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE’S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated
to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio, 
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres!   $360,000.

WEBSTER - 29 WEST AVE.  

Cozy 2 Story House with 3 BIG Bonuses! #1. Land almost 1 ACRE! 
#2. Zoning is MR-12 - Possible Multi Family Use - Investment Op-
portunity?! #3. Large Over-sized 2+ Car Garage, Work Bench, Power & 
2nd Floor! Great Space for the Hobbyist, DIY or Contractor!1ST Floor 
- Living rm, Bedroom, Large Kitchen/Dining Area with Galley Pantry & 
Full Bath! 2nd Flr, 2 Bedrooms! All New Carpets ~ Recent Paint! Multi 
Level Back Deck with Jacuzzi!   $255,000.

WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD  

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amaz-
ing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates & 
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room 
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings!  $499,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

WOODSTOCK - 33 DEER MEADOW LANE 

Beautiful 2,422 Sq Ft Colonial! 4 Berdroom! 
3 Bath! Fireplace, 2 Car garage! So much 
more! assisted sale $415,000

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living 
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a 
.25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all 
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining 
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite 
w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-
cial! Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.SORRY, SOLD!

Lake Shirley - 647 Reservoir Rd
Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas 
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3 
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level 
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding & 
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant 
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  

assisted sale $1,040,000.  SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON -  5+ ACRE WATERFRONT LAND - BECOLA ROAD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land - on 
“Little Pond”. Also known as 
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pasto-
ral setting. Open Field surrounded 
by tree line. 250+ feet waterfront-
age. At the end of a Dead end road!                                                                
 $179,900ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY - 22 ROBERTS ROAD 

Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single door 2 car garage 
with storage! Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fireplaced 
Living Room! 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors, Re-
modeled bathroom! Lower Level fieldstone walls/
fireplace! In-ground pool! - 3.58 ACRES includes 
extra lot. $312,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

Large 3 Family a rare find! Oc-
cupied by the owner for many 
decades. Entire 1st floor is one 
spacious apartment with 2 bed-
rooms. 2 - 2nd floor apartments 
have 3 bedrooms each. 30’ x 44’ 
beautiful Fieldstone Foundation, 
with walkout basement to off 
street parking.  $289,900. 

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET   WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

ON DEPOSIT

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of 
updates. New Asphalt Shingles, & 8 New 
Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 
24 x 26 Great Rm w/Gas Fireplace! Mas-
ter Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking 
Tub!WHAT MORE COULD YOU WANT? 
INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! 
All Painted! SS Appliances. New Tank-
less Hot Water Boiler. $467,000SORRY, SOLD!

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER – 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great 
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed 
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck! 
Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You’ll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master 
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or 
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger 
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm, 
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39 
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive 
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors, 
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump 
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full 
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation, 
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

SOLD
WEBSTER – 69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Split Entry! 1.04 Acre 
Lot! House set well off the Road for added Privacy! Open Floor Plan! Eat-in Applianced 
Kit w/Island & Seating, Tile Flr, Tile Backsplash & Ceiling Fan! Din Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs 
& Slider to the Deck Overlooking the Private Backyard! Frplcd Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr! 
Ideal for Entertaining! Down the Hrdwd Hall find a Full Bath w/Tile Flr & 3 Bdrms w/
Wall to Wall Carpeting! Master Bdrm w/2 Dble Closets, Ceiling Fan & Master Bath w/
Marble Tile Flr & Shower Surround! Hrdwd Stairs, the Finished Lower Level Fam Rm 
w/Recessed Lighting, Stone & Tile Hearth w/Woodstove, 1/2 Bath w/Tile Flr, Laundry 
Rm w/Sink & Tile Flr, Utility Rm w/Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers & Door to 
Backyard! Oil Heat! Steel “I” Beam Construction! Shed! Won’t Last!! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 31 Park Street! 
3 Family! 6/6/6 Rooms! 3/3/3 
Bedrooms! 1/1/1 Bathrooms! Each 
Unit is nearly 1,300’ Featuring 
Spacious Kitchens, Living Rooms & 
3 Good Size Bedrooms! Remodeled 
10 Yrs Ago! Updated Electric! 
Electric Heat! $284,900.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot – Full 
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from 
3 Sides w/locked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The 1st 
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan – Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living 
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View 
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath & 
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock! 
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

SOLDSOLD

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Spli

ON DEPOSIT

We are proud to announce that Aucoin Ryan Realty  
out performed Southbridge real estate offices by over 40% in 2020. 

Office: (508) 765-9155
201 South Street

Southbridge, MA 01550

This is a testament to our local expertise as well as our exemplary customer 
service. We want to thank all of our clients for trusting us with your home buying 
and selling needs. We could not have achieved all of this without all of you.
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REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Our Commitment to you  Integrity  Hard Work  Excellent Service

XSELL REALTY

Century 21 XSELL Realty

Contact us to find more about your neighborhood market & what your home is worth! Inventory is extremely low!  

FEBRUARY’S SINGLE FAMILY HOMES REAL ESTATE MARKET
OXFORD

February 2020 February 2021 Trend

Median Price $217,000 $322,250 m

Market Volume $1,447,500 $3,281,653 m

# of Homes Sold 6 10 m

Avg Days on Market 42 29 n

Month Supply Inv. .86 .34 n

WEBSTER

Median Price $238,950 $249,500 m

Market Volume $2,025,300 $3,598,500 m

# of Homes Sold 8 11 m

Avg Days on Market 57 34 n

Month Supply Inv. 1.26 .39 n

Auburn
(774) 772-7072

Dudley 
(508) 461-7550 

Worcester
(508) 795-3880

Johnny Wariebi 
(508) 335-5076. 

Eve Patterson
508-341-4434

Nana
Frimpongmaah
508-615-6149

Doreen
Gagliastro

(774)757-2313

Jammie
Geddis

774-242-9752

Antonia Vaughan
(617) 373-0053

Diane Strzelecki
(508) 335-2384

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$157,327,280.00  SOLD

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                                                         Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
508-943-7669
774-230-5044

Szymczak Sells - Dudley
ON DEPOSIT

2 Units, 5 Rooms Each Level, Town 
House Style Duplex with 2-3 Bed-

rooms, 2.5 Baths, Sided, Town Services
 52 Scho�eld Ave - $449,900

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Duplex with oversized 2 car 
garage and workshop, townhouse 
style duplex with 2-3?????, Har-

wood �oors, carpets, 2 full baths, 
garage under each unit, Town 

services, Gas heat, Family room 
or 3rd bedroom.

7 Village Street
 $449,900

4 Units, 6 car garage, 4 rooms each 
unit, roof 1 year old, updated me-
chanical systems- electrical, heating 
22 Nelson Street- $399,900

DUDLEY - DUPLEX

Contact our client coordinator for additional buyer assistance
Linda Sellig Slap 508.864.3245 Vicki Bennett 774.633.6762

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

If You Are Looking For An Experienced 
And Nice Realtor Call Me!

Amy Nadeau, Realtor
Having a full-time realtor in this market is essential 
for success! I am happy to assist you to buy, sell, 

or just answer any questions you might have.

76 Church St., Whitinsville, MA 01588
774.280.2250 | amy@erakey.com

www.amynadeau.com

TERMS: Cashier’s or certi�ed check in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be shown at the time and place of the sale in 
order to qualify as a bidder. No CASH. No personal checks will 
be accepted. Cashier/certi�ed checks should be made out to 
whomever is going to bid at the auction. �e balance to be paid 
within thirty (30) days at the law o�ces of Korde & Associates, 
P.C., 900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, 
Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Friday, March 19, 2021 
2:00 PM-STURBRIDGE

1 Ladd Road and 155 Podunk Road 
sgl fam, 1,086 sf liv area, 1.3 ac lot,  

6 rm, 3 bdrm, 1 bth,  
Worcester(Worc): Bk 37928, Pg 62

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com
MAAU#: 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.REAL ESTATE

FREE OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise 

in this section

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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550 MOBILE HOMES
Trailer For Sale w/enclosed 
porch located at Indian 
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13. 
Completely furnished, All 
appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, Over/
under Wash/dry, AC/Heat. 
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4578

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

SEASONED
HARDWOOD
$250 per cord

Delivered
Spencer, MA

Call 774-696-7267

PRAYER  
TO THE
ANGELS

Pray 9 Hail Mary’s 
for 9 days, ask 
for 3 wishes, 1 

involving business 
and 2 involving 
the impossible. 
On the 9th day 

publish the prayer 
and your wish will 
be answered even 
though you may 
not believe it. As 

promised.

N.F.L.

St. Jude’s  
Novena

May the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus 

be adored, 
glorified, loved 
and preserved, 
throughout the 
world now and 
forever. Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, 

have mercy on us. 
St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for 
us. St. Jude, help 
of the hopeless, 

pray for us. Say this 
prayer 9 times a 

day. By the 8th day 
your prayer will be 
answered. Say it for 
9 days. It has never 
been known to fail. 
Publication must 

be promised. Thank 
you St. Jude.

               N.F.L.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin

Most holy Virgin 
Immaculate, my Mother 
Mary, to thee who 
art the Mother of my 
Lord, the queen of the 
universe, the advocate, 
the hope, the refuge of 
sinners, I who am the 
most miserable of all 
sinners, have recourse 
this day. I venerate thee, 
great queen, and I thank 
thee for the many graces 
thou has bestowed upon 
me even unto this day; 
in particular for having 
delivered me from the 
hell which I have so 
often deserved by my 
sins. I love thee, most 
dear Lady; and for 
the love I bear thee, I 
promise to serve thee 
willingly forever and to 
do what I can to make 
thee loved by others 
also. I place in thee all 
my hopes for salvation; 
accept me as thy 
servant and shelter me 
under thy mantle, thou 
who art the Mother of 
mercy. And since thou 
art so powerful with 
God, deliver me from 
all temptations, or at 
least obtain for me the 
strength to overcome 
them until death. From 
thee I implore a true 
love for Jesus Christ.
Through thee I hope to 
die a holy death. My 
dear Mother, by the love 
thou bearest to Almighty 
God, I pray thee to assist 
me always, but most of 
all at the last moment of 
my life. Forsake me not 
then, until thou shalt see 
me safe in heaven, there 
to bless thee and sing 
of thy mercies through 
all eternity. Such is my 
hope. Amen. N.F.L.

LOOKING FOR
1 Bedroom

apartment in 
Webster

Will consider 
surrounding towns

Call
508-461-6219

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer

508-885- 5416

Brim�eld Family looking for 
Companionship/Caretaker 

Must be kind, caring responsible 
compassionate, with no history 
of drugs, smoking or drinking. 

For live-in help position. 
Job is full-time. Must drive. 

Job responsibilities:
Companionship, Housekeeping, 

Shopping/Errands.
Pays $150 Monthly 

For more information call 
413-544-0806

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

NOW HIRING
COOK

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com,  
or send resume to 

info@salemcrossinn.com ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR HR
TOWN OF CHARLTON

Town of Charlton seeks PT (18 hr)  
Admin Assistant for HR.  

Bachelors Degree and 4 yrs related experience or  
equivalent combination of education and experience. 

Hourly rate: 20.54 – 22.67/hr depending on experience.
Position will remain open until filled.  

For more information, please go to  
https://ma-charlton.civicplushrms.com/CareerPortal/
JobDetail.aspx?RequisitionId=73651&SourceId=6389

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.

Cornerstone Bank announces 
new Vice President, 

Mortgage Loan Officer
SOUTHBRIDGE —Cornerstone Bank, 

a community bank with 12 locations 
throughout central Massachusetts, has 
recently hired Jeffrey Moynihan for the 
position of Vice President, Mortgage 
Loan Officer. Moynihan has over 14 
years of banking and mortgage experi-
ence and will help lead the team respon-
sible for helping customers finance 
their homes.

“Jeffrey’s vast experience in the 
world of banking is what drew us to 
him,” said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd 
Tallman. “He has experience in every 
area of retail banking, including as a 
teller and manager, before exclusive-
ly focusing on mortgages. This strong 
foundation will assist him in helping 

our customers make their dreams of 
home ownership a reality.”

Moynihan, a resident of Norton, 
has a Bachelor’s degree in finance 
and economics from Southern New 
Hampshire University.  Prior to joining 
Cornerstone Bank, he held positions as 
a Vice President of Mortgage Lending 
at a lending firm in Boston and a Sales 
Manager in the home loan department 
for a bank in Quincy.

“I am excited to begin the next chap-
ter of my career,” said Moynihan. “My 
family values giving back to the com-
munity and so does Cornerstone Bank, 
making it a perfect fit. Life is not ful-
filled if we cannot touch the lives of 
others in a positive way, and I hope 

to do that through mortgage lending 
and charitable opportunities with the 
bank.”

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank is an independent, 

mutual savings bank serving residents, 
businesses and communities through-
out Central Massachusetts. Our cus-
tomer promise, Built on Trust, is not 
just a brand, but also a corporate focus. 
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone Bank rests on 
the foundation that relationships are 
built on trust. Deposits are insured in 
full by a combination of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund. The Bank is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer, Equal 

Housing Lender and SBA Preferred 
Lender. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visitcornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Jeffrey Moynihan

TCA STUDENTS SALUTE 
FIRST RESPONDERS

Photos Courtesy

TCA students have a place in their hearts for their community and those that protect them. Here are a few of the first responder thank you 
notes written by TCA students this past month, written by Heer Swadia, Grade 3; David Gil, Grade 4; Sofia Henao, Grade 4; and McKenzi 
Hamilton, Grade 2.
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We love watching the bunnies hop-
ping across the lawn or ground squir-
rels scurrying away with a cheek full 
of seeds. That is, until they dine on 
our favorite shrub or take just one bite 
out of each red ripe tomato in the gar-
den. Finding a way to coexist is critical 
for wildlife struggling to survive and 
our enjoyment of nature and our land-
scapes.

As gardeners, we know that digging in 
the soil and tending a garden is good for 
our mind, body, and spirit. Researchers 
discovered the same is true when we 
take time to observe wildlife. Our need 
for a relationship with nature is also 
important to our wellbeing. It helps us 
feel more content and function more 
effectively.

But we love our gardens too. 
Implementing some design and man-
agement strategies can help us support 
and enjoy wildlife, care for our land-
scapes, and improve our quality of life.

By reducing the amount of edge hab-
itat, where one type of habitat meets 
another, can allow us to support wild-
life while reducing the risk of damage. 

Create circular or square garden beds 
that have more interior space and less 
border space. Long linear beds with 
more edges and less interior space 
allows easier access for animals to dine.

Work with neighbors and your com-
munity to create large blocks and corri-
dors of habitat. Providing them spaces, 
other than your gardens, with needed 
food and shelter can help you and the 
wildlife to coexist.

Protect key gardens and plants. 
Fencing is an option.  Make sure your 
fence is high enough, tight to the 
ground, and the gates secure.

Repellents are a less obtrusive option. 
Select a product labeled for the animals 
and rodents you are trying to manage. 
For best results, apply repellents before 
the animals start feeding. Then reapply 
as recommended on the label. Look 
for one, like organic, bird- and polli-
nator-friendly Plantskydd(plantskydd.
com), that is rain and snow resistant, 
requiring fewer repeat applications.

Work with nature to maintain a bal-
ance in your landscape. Invite hawks, 
owls, and fox to your backyard. Grow 
tall grasses and plants that provide 
cover for foxes. Include trees with good 
perches or install perch poles to attract 
and support raptors.

And like any landscape endeavor, 
start with a plan. Make a sketch of your 
existing landscape. Identify existing 
plants and wildlife-friendly habitats. 
Make note of both the natural habi-
tats and any supplemental food, water, 
and shelter you provide. Review and 

note various features in your landscape 
throughout the year.

Now decide what you want to accom-
plish in your landscape. What wildlife 
do you want to attract and have the 
space to support? Perhaps you want to 
attract more songbirds to your gardens 
or animals, like toads, that help manage 
pests in the garden.

Make sure your landscape provides 
the habitat features needed to attract 
and sustain these welcome residents. 
You will find lots of helpful resources on 
National Wildlife Federation, Audubon, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Services, Department of Natural 
Resources, and University Extension 
websites.

Be patient and wait for a year to eval-
uate the results of your efforts. Then 
begin making any needed changes to 

meet your goals.
Developing a landscape for you 

to enjoy and one that supports wild-
life takes time, but as a garden-
er this is not only part of the pro-
cess but an exciting adventure.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Tree World Plant Care 
for her expertise to write this article. 
Myers’ Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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HEALTH 
& HOME

A special supplement dedicated to the 
Health and Wellness of people, pets, 

and Spring Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the
Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Charlton Villager,  

Sturbridge Villager, Southbridge News, 
Webster Times, and Blackstone Valley Tribune,
and tell readers how your business can help 

promote health & wellness for all, 
or spruce up your home for Spring. 

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement

Contact your sales representative

Your business not 
health, home or 

 pet related?
115,000 readers 

will still
see your ad!

Publication Date: 
April 23, 2021

Sales Deadline: April 8, 2021 

AD SIZES
Full Page Cover $1000
Full page inside  $800 B&W; $850 color
1/2 page  $500 B&W; $550 color
1/4 page  $300 B&W; $350 color
1/8th page  $200 B&W; $250 color

June Simakauskas
508-909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela Victor
508-909-4126

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Casual Waterfront Dining on Lake LAshaway
308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333   308 lakeside.com

Open 7 Days
Open 11 - Close

Reservations are 
recommended to 

dine in. 
Please call or 
reserve online 

308lakeside.com

Take-out curb side 
Delivery within 

local area
Masks are required of 

all non-toddler guests 
to enter

Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

At 308 Lakeside

with Irish Food Specials
March 17th

Irish Music
All Day
March 17th

GRILL SALE
TV SALE

75” LG Reg. $999.99 $899.99
55” TV Reg. $399.99 $369.99
65” LG Reg. $699.99  $549.99
32” Smart TV Reg. $169.99 $139.99
50” LG Reg. $449.99 $349.99
86” LG Reg. $1999.99 $1799.99
ALL SONY & SAMSUNG TVs ON SALE!

GE STAINLESS STEEL

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Tired of deciding 
what’s for dinner? 

Let us help!

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

We have a large variety of 
home cooked meals o�ered daily.

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

Designing a wildlife-friendly landscape

Photo Melinda Myers

Include habitat features in your garden and landscape that are needed to attract and sustain 
the wildlife you are trying to attract.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS




