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SPENCER —  State Rep. 
Donnie Berthiaume was named 
Legislator of the Year at the 
Massachusetts Department of 
the American Legion Annual 
Convention.

 
The legion serves more than 

26,000 members from across 
the Commonwealth, committed 
to serving veterans and active 
service members. Among lob-
bying and promoting education, 
the legion also helps thousands 
of veterans with their benefits 
with the goal of giving each vet-
eran and service member a better 
quality of life.

 Each year, at the single larg-
est gathering of all American 
Legions from across the State, 
a Legislator who shows a com-
mitment and dedication to the 
wellbeing of veterans and their 
families is presented with the 
award.

“We honor those who are 
veteran centric,” said Lisa 
McPhee, Department Adjutant 

at the Department of American 
Legion “When we have an issue, 
Representative Berthiaume lis-
tens and champions us.”

Berthiaume received the dis-
tinguished award from John P. 
“Jake” Comer, the past National 
Commander of the American 
Legion and swore in Spencer’s 
own Scott Conner as the 
new State Commander of the 
American Legion.

“It is an honor to be recognized 
by The American Legion which 
is a leader when it comes to vet-
erans issues,” Berthiaume said. 
“State Commander Conner and 
the staff in that office tirelessly 
advocate for our veterans and are 
the true heroes when it comes to 
assisting veterans in need.”

As a Navy veteran, Berthiaume 
continues to be an advocate on 
Beacon Hill and in the communi-
ties, he serves for the betterment 
of all current and former mem-
bers of the armed services. 

Spencer 
to assess 

three 
dams in 

2026
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER —  The town of 
Spencer is proceeding with examin-
ing several dams that, according to 
a third-party contractor, are in need 
of assessment to determine their 
condition.

Highway Superintendent Peter 
Boria revealed three dams that will 
be the focus of the assessments 
during a meeting with selectmen in 
December — the Sugden Reservoir 
Dam, the Muzzy Meadow Dam, 
and the Browning Pond Dam. All 
three will be examined through an 
ongoing partnership with PARE 
Engineering,

“The immediate work that we 
need to complete is an emergency 
action plan being updated, which is 
part of their proposal. We also need 
to complete a phase one inspection 
report,” Boria told the selectmen.

Dams are often assessed after a 
certain period of time to determine 
their structural integrity and any 
underlying issues that need to be 
resolved. While Boria did not indi-
cate any specific known issues with 
these dams, the assessments will 
give Spencer a more precise idea of 
the conditions of the structure and 
what, if any, improvements need to 
be made.

Boria said his goal was to get the 
process moving so that the town can 
prioritize these dams for the new 
year.

“This is not due until September 
of 2026, but I wanted to get ahead 
of it and get it in this proposal so we 
can go get it funded so the work can 
be done throughout next spring and 
summer,” said Boria.

The Board of Selectmen approved 
an allocation for the project with no 
debate on the matter. The funds for 
the assessment will be taken from a 
dam-specific line item already avail-
able in the Highway Department’s 
budget.

N O R T H 
BROOKFIELD — The 
Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town house 
have named Carol 
Hawkins the Artist of the 
Month for January.

Originally from 
Rhode Island, Carol 
Hawkins enjoyed draw-
ing and painting from a 
young age. But growing 
up with twelve siblings, 
it was not until first 
grade that she received 
her first box of water-
colors, waiting for her in 
her school desk. 

She describes her 

first art teacher, Audrey 
Blake, as being so ani-
mated in teaching art 
that “she would dance 
around the room spark-
ing inspiration from 
everything that was 
around us.”

 
Hawkins studied Fine 
Art at Rhode Island 
College which helped 
hone her natural tal-
ent. She works in many 
mediums including 
watercolors, pastels, and 
acrylics. Pet portraits are 
a specialty of hers.  Her 
portfolio includes cats, 
dogs, ferrets, rabbits, 
and even horses!  All the 

animals are so realisti-
cally portrayed that you 
can feel the softness of a 
kitten’s fur or  the sleek-
ness of a horse’s neck.

Now that Hawkins has 
made North Brookfield 
her home, she endeav-
ors to inspire would be 
creators at the North 
Brookfield Senior center 
where she gives draw-
ing lessons and teaches 
arts and crafts.   In the 
two years she has been 
teaching, the seniors 
have been introduced 
to decoupage, floral 
arranging, and paint-
ing among other topics. 
The classes are free to 
seniors in the area. 

 
The Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town 
House would like to 
thank Carol Hawkins for 
helping us put a spot-
light on the arts as our 
“Artist of the Month for 
January 2026.”  You can 
find examples of her 
work on our Web site 
at nbtownhouse.com/
all-featured-artists/car-
ol-hawkins.

The Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town 
House is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization 
focused on restoring, 
preserving, and sustain-
ing the Town House as a 
cultural center of North 
Brookfield.  Every 
month this organization 
recognizes a featured 
artist in their commu-
nity.

REGION —  As winter settles in across central 
Massachusetts, local food pantries serving Spencer, 
Leicester and the Brookfields continue to provide assis-
tance to residents facing food insecurity, a challenge that 
often becomes more pronounced during the colder months.

In Spencer, the MQR Food Pantry remains a key resource 
for individuals and families in need residing in Spencer or 
East Brookfield, open every Thursday from 10 a.m.-noon. 
Operated by volunteers and supported through donations, 
the pantry provides groceries to eligible residents on sched-
uled distribution days throughout the month. 

In Leicester, Saint Joseph’s Church (508-859-8083) oper-
ates a food pantry Tuesdays from 5-7 p.m., and Greenville 
Baptist Church in Rochdale (508-892-3100) opens its 
pantry every Monday from noon to 2 p.m. St. Joseph’s 
Food Pantry in North Brookfield is open by appointment 
Wednesdays from 8:30-10 a.m., but it should be noted that 
if school is not in session on a Monday, they will be closed 
as well. Residents may call to register for an appointment 
at (508) 867-6469.

Town and nonprofit officials note that winter can place 
added strain on household budgets as heating costs rise and 
seasonal employment fluctuates. While local pantries do 
not always release detailed usage statistics, food assistance 
providers consistently report that demand tends to remain 
steady or increase during the colder months.

Because hours and distribution schedules vary by loca-
tion, residents are encouraged to check directly with 
individual pantries before visiting. Some sites operate on 
a weekly basis, while others distribute food monthly or by 
appointment. Several pantries also coordinate with regional 
food banks to supplement local donations, particularly 
during periods of high demand.

Local officials emphasize that food pantries are available 
to help households experiencing short-term or ongoing 
need and that seeking assistance is a common and accepted 
part of community support networks. Residents do not need 
to wait for a crisis to reach out, and many pantries provide 
guidance on additional resources such as fuel assistance or 
nutrition programs.

Community members interested in helping can support 
local pantries through food donations, financial contribu-
tions, or volunteer time. Winter months are often a critical 
period for donations, as holiday food drives conclude and 
supplies need to be replenished.

Those seeking assistance or wishing to contribute are 
advised to contact their local pantry directly or consult town 
and community resource listings for the most current infor-
mation. As winter continues, food pantries across Spencer 
and the Brookfields remain an essential part of the local 
safety net, sustained by volunteers and community support.
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names Berthiaume Legislator of the Year
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Local food 
pantries serve as 
winter lifeline 
area residents

Carol Hawkins named 
Artist of the Month 
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REGION —  Students and staff in the 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School 
District returned to classrooms this week 
following the winter holiday break, mark-
ing the start of the second half of the aca-
demic year.

According to the district’s published 
calendar, schools were scheduled to 
reopen Monday morning, resuming reg-
ular instruction and activities across all 
grade levels. Administrators typically use 
the post-holiday period to reestablish rou-
tines, review expectations, and prepare for 
the winter months ahead, when weather 
disruptions and attendance challenges are 
more common. 

The resumption of classes at David 

Prouty High School Monday marked a 
particularly welcome return to routine after 
a burst sprinkler main caused water dam-
age to the second and third floors of the 
building, forcing district officials to send 
students off on their holiday break a week 
early.

The  Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District  serves students in both 
Spencer and East Brookfield, with elemen-
tary, middle, and high school buildings 
operating on coordinated calendars. District 
officials remind families each winter to 
monitor official communication channels 
for schedule updates, particularly in the 
event of snow or severe weather.

Winter weather protocols, including 

delayed openings or school closures, are 
communicated through the district website 
and standard notification systems. Families 
are encouraged to confirm that their con-
tact information is current to ensure they 
receive timely alerts.

Beyond daily instruction, the return from 
winter break also signals the continuation 
of extracurricular activities and winter ath-
letics. Practices, rehearsals, and club meet-
ings typically resume alongside academic 
classes, providing students with opportuni-
ties for engagement outside the classroom 
during the colder months.

The second half of the school year is often 
a busy period academically, particularly 
for older students. Midyear assessments, 

course planning for the following school 
year, and preparation for spring testing 
generally take place between January and 
March. School counselors and administra-
tors typically share guidance with students 
and families as these milestones approach.

Attendance remains a focus during the 
winter season, as illness and weather can 
impact classroom continuity. District mate-
rials emphasize the importance of regular 
attendance while also encouraging families 
to keep students home when they are ill, 
balancing health concerns with educational 
needs.

Families are advised to consult individ-
ual school newsletters and the district cal-
endar for important dates, including early 
dismissals, professional development days, 
and school events scheduled later in the 
winter. Updates are posted as information 
becomes available.

School officials note that the winter 
months often bring a renewed focus on 
classroom routines and long-term academic 
goals as the school year enters its midpoint. 
With the return to classes, students and staff 
begin the steady stretch toward spring.

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD —  With win-
ter weather already impacting the region 
in December, snow and ice removal has 
taken center stage along with how the town 
manages communication with the public 
regarding its cleanup efforts.

On Dec. 16, the North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen approved a Standard 
Operating Procedure for Snow and Ice 
Treatment, which essentially creates a 
public reference resource laying out how 
the town’s Highway Department handles 
snow events and cleanup. The Highway 
Department is directly responsible for snow 
removal on public roads and, according to 
the document, the Highway Superintendent 

is charged with determining when and how 
the town will begin and execute its cleanup 
efforts and what areas are prioritized first 
with public safety in mind.

Selectman Jamie Gilman explained that 
in his conversations with the Highway 
Department it was noted that typically 
during the winter there are questions regard-
ing public awareness of how the department 
performs its duties. This new document 
provides a written explanation to put those 
concerns at ease.

“I think it does a pretty good job as far as 
prioritizing main routes and then arteries off 
those routes. It gets into private roads and 
what to expect for those roads,” Gilman said 
of the document. 

He noted that an early snowstorm in 

November or December has prompted him 
to discuss snow removal strategies with the 
Highway Superintendent, resulting in the 
written procedure.

“I had my own idea what the strategy 
was which was to pretreat the roads so the 
snow didn’t stick, let the snow fall and as 
the rain came and we tapered off into the 
end of the rain then go through, plow it up, 
and take the water and snow off the road to 
clean it up,” said Gilman. “It kind of left us 
with something a little more drivable with 
one pass. Everybody would love to have 
all the roads in North Brookfield look like 
the Pike where you have salt and a plow 
coming every ten minutes, but we just don’t 
have that.”

The document specifies what happens 

and whose responsibility as well as tips for 
residents regarding driveway openings, who 
is responsible for cars on the side of the 
road, and breaks down what the town will 
manage and what is the responsibility of the 
homeowners such as mailboxes and private 
roads as well as where to send questions and 
concerns regarding the town’s procedures.

Gilman said he sees the procedure as a 
“living document” that can be updated and 
adjusted as things change and evolve, or 
public feedback comes in regarding the pro-
cedures. For now, it at least sets a standard 
for what folks can expect. 

Selectmen accepted the procedure unani-
mously, which has sinse been posted on the 
Highway Department page of the town’s 
Web site.
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Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$270,000, 23 Mill St, Lucier Roland G 

Est, and Porter, Clement H, to Gendreau, 
William H.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$431,500, 220 Harrington St, Lincoln 

3rd, Hamilton, and Lincoln, Laurie L, to 
Abbott Jr, Thomas E, and Giorgi, Mary.

$105,000, Oakland Dr, Smith, Jeffrey 
H, and Smith, Justyne, to J Dubois 
Conrtacting LLC.

LEICESTER
$365,000, 164 Peter Salem Rd, 

Stewart, Leon J, to Pawlowski, Andrew.
$360,000, 3 Edward St #3, Dube, 

Cynthia M, to Riordan, John, and 
Riordan, Janice.

$230,000, 381 Pleasant St, Smith, 
Jeffrey D, and Smith, Bruce E, to Santos, 
Keyla M.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
None

SPENCER
$650,000, 47 Lakeshore Dr, Ahearn 

Thompson Rlty LLC, to Threlkeld, 
Kristopher E, and Threlkeld, Hillary.

$350,000, 12 Crown St, Parent, Robert 
S, to Gonzales, Dayana M.

$285,400, 10 Lake View Dr, Cutler, 
Jacob A, to Quinn, Tracey E, and Quinn, 
Carrie A.

WARREN
$337,000, 58 Nelson St, Sharma, 

Douglas J, to Daschke, Richard J, and 
Daschke, Marie.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$622,000, 9 Birch Hill Rd, Barry G 

Higgins 2000 RET, and Higgins, Jane 
E, to Updyke, William B, and Updyke, 
Abigail E.

$480,000, 67 E Main St, Jankins, 
Michael W, to West, Timothy.

$335,000, 12 Hadley Path, Hjelm, 
Carrie A, to Carroll, Patrick.

Community Calendar
January 9–16

Thursday, Jan. 9 
Spencer Select Board Meeting 
7 p.m., Spencer Town Hall, 48 Main St., Spencer. 
Regular meeting of the Select Board. Agenda and participation 
details posted on the town website.

Monday, Jan. 13 
Leicester Select Board Meeting 
6:30 p.m., Leicester Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square, Leicester. 
Regular meeting. Agenda posted in advance on the town website.

Spencer Planning Board Meeting 
7 p.m., Spencer Town Hall, 48 Main St., Spencer. 
Public meeting. Agenda available online prior to the meeting.

Tuesday, Jan. 14 
East Brookfield Select Board Meeting 
7 p.m., East Brookfield Town Hall, 122 Connie Mack Drive, East 
Brookfield. 
Regular meeting. Agenda posted on the town website.

Spencer Conservation Commission Meeting 
7 p.m., Spencer Town Hall, 48 Main St., Spencer. 
Public meeting. Agenda posted in advance.

Wednesday, Jan. 15 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School Committee Meeting 
6 p.m., location as posted by the district. 
Regular meeting. Agenda and location posted by the district.

Brookfield Select Board Meeting 
7 p.m., Brookfield Town Hall, 6 Central St., Brookfield. 
Regular meeting. Agenda posted on the town website.

Thursday, Jan. 16 
West Brookfield Select Board Meeting 
6:30 p.m., West Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East Main St., West 
Brookfield. 
Regular meeting. Agenda posted in advance.

Spencer Board of Health Meeting 
6 p.m., Spencer Town Hall, 48 Main St., Spencer. 
Regular meeting. Agenda posted on the town Web site.

Please note:
·  Dates, times, and locations are subject to change.
·  Agendas and any remote participation information are posted 

on official town or district websites.
·  Residents are encouraged to check postings on the day of the 

meeting.

North Brookfield publishes snow & ice 
treatment and removal procedures

Local schools return after winter break

Leicester KOC hosting 
family dinner

LEICESTER —  Leicester Knights of 
Columbus, 91 Manville St., will have 
a  family dinner on Wednesday, Jan. 14 
at 6 p.m.   The menu is choice of Italian 
or Baked Fish.   Cost is $15, and includes 
salad, entree, dessert and coffee.  Call Don 
at 508-615-8434 or email at  ohono7g7@
yahoo.com  by Monday, Jan. 12 for reser-
vations.  

All are welcome for a tasty meal and 
friendship.
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W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone Bank 
today announced the 
closing of its merg-
er with Athol Savings 
Bank (ASB), effective 
Dec. 31, uniting the two 
long-standing communi-
ty institutions. The com-
pleted transaction results 
in an expanded bank-
ing network that brings 
Cornerstone Bank’s full 
suite of digital services to 
the North Quabbin region 
while preserving ASB’s 
trusted local identity and 
five branch locations.

 
“As of today, our part-

nership is officially com-
plete, and we are excit-
ed to move forward as 
one organization,” said 
Todd Tallman, CEO of 
Cornerstone Bank. “This 
merger strengthens our 
ability to serve customers 
with improved technol-
ogy, expanded products 
and deeper community 
investment, while stay-
ing true to the values that 
define both banks.”

 
With the closing, Daniel 

J. Zona, former President 
and CEO of ASB, has 
begun his new role as 
President of Cornerstone 
Bank, succeeding the retir-
ing Randal Webber. The 
Cornerstone Bank Board 
of Directors has also 
expanded to include four 
new members, including 
Zona, broadening leader-
ship representation across 
the regions the combined 
bank now serves.

 
“This is a meaningful 

moment for both banks,” 
said Zona. “Our teams 
share a strong commitment 
to customers, employees 
and the communities we 
call home. With the merg-
er now finalized, we can 
begin fully delivering the 
enhanced services and 
opportunities that come 
with joining forces.”

 
All ASB employees 

have been retained, ensur-
ing continuity for custom-
ers. Customers can expect 

ongoing communications 
and a smooth transition 
as Cornerstone and ASB 
align systems and expand 
access to digital banking 
tools, financial planning 
resources and new prod-
uct offerings.

 
Luse Gorman, P.C. 

served as legal counsel 
for Cornerstone Bank 
while Piper, Sandler & 
Co. served as Financial 
Advisor.   Updike, Kelly 
& Spellacy, P.C. served 
as legal counsel for Athol 
Savings Bank.

 
About Cornerstone 

Bank
Cornerstone Bank 

was formed in 2017, 
born of a long history 
of supporting the com-
munity, and providing a 
strong foundation to help 
people and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 

to deliver outstanding 
service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBancorp, MHC, 
operating independent-
ly under its own name 
and brand, provides the 
highest level of service 
and expertise for indi-
viduals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities through a 
broad range of deposit 
and loan products and 
services. Built on Trust is 
not just a tagline, but also 
one of our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships 
are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and 
business banking offer-
ings, please visit corner-
stonebank.com  or call 

800-939-9103.Spencer boards, 
committees seek volunteers 

as new year begins
SPENCER — As the calendar turns to a new year, the Town of Spencer is beginning its 

annual process of filling seats on municipal boards and committees, offering residents an 
opportunity to take a more direct role in local government.

Each year, the Select Board reviews upcoming vacancies and expiring terms across 
dozens of appointed boards, committees, and commissions that help guide town policy, 
oversee services, and advise elected officials. The process typically begins in the winter 
months, with appointments made in the spring for terms that begin July 1.

According to information posted by the Town of Spencer, boards and committees play a 
critical role in the day-to-day operation of the town. These bodies include groups focused 
on planning and zoning, conservation, finance, public safety oversight, recreation, housing, 
and historic preservation, among others.

While specific vacancies can change from year to year, many boards operate on stag-
gered terms, meaning several seats often come up for appointment annually. In addition to 
full-term appointments, the Select Board may also fill unexpired terms when members step 
down mid-term due to relocation or personal commitments.

Town officials encourage residents with an interest in civic affairs to consider volun-
teering, noting that many boards welcome applicants with a wide range of backgrounds. 
Prior experience in municipal government is not required for most positions, and training 
is often provided once appointments are made.

Appointments are typically made by the Select Board after reviewing applications sub-
mitted to the Town Clerk’s Office. In some cases, boards may make recommendations to 
the Select Board regarding prospective members, but final authority rests with the board 
of selectmen.

Residents interested in serving are generally asked to submit a letter of interest or com-
plete a volunteer application form indicating the boards on which they would like to serve. 
Applicants may also be asked to attend a Select Board meeting to introduce themselves or 
answer questions before appointments are 
finalized.

In addition to formal boards and commit-
tees, Spencer periodically seeks volunteers 
for ad hoc committees and working groups 
created to address specific projects or ini-
tiatives. These temporary committees may 
focus on matters such as facility planning, 
bylaw review, or long-range studies and 
typically dissolve once their work is com-
plete.

Town officials note that serving on a 
board or committee can be a meaningful 
way for residents to contribute to the com-
munity while gaining a deeper understand-
ing of how local government functions. 
Meetings are generally held in the evening, 
though schedules vary by board.

Information about available appoint-
ments, application procedures, and dead-
lines is posted on the town’s Web site 
and through notices from the Town Clerk. 
Residents are encouraged to check those 
listings regularly, as updates are made 
throughout the appointment season.

Those interested in volunteering may also 
contact the Town Clerk’s Office for guid-
ance on the process and to learn more about 
the responsibilities associated with specific 
boards and committees.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

WINTER
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

Cornerstone Bank, Athol 
Savings Bank finalize merger 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



4 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 9, 2026

Putting 
your aging 

parents’ 
wishes first

 

As your parents grow older, it may be 
time to talk with them about financial and 
aging issues, which may involve difficult 
conversations. 

You’ll want to be careful how you 
approach this. Mention ahead of time that 
you’d like to talk to them about their future 
plans and reassure them that you want to 
understand their wishes, so their affairs will 
be taken care of as they would like.

If your parents are agreeable, choose 
a comfortable location and ask whom to 
invite (or not invite). Then, think about 
how to open the conversation, preferably 
not with what they want to do with their 
money, as this could be interpreted as your 
seeking information about your inheritance 
or being skeptical about their financial 
decisions. Instead, build a broader discus-
sion about their vision for their aging years. 
A series of shorter conversations may allow 
you to cover topics more comfortably rath-
er than trying to solve everything at once. 

Try to address these areas:
Health care  – Seek to learn whether 

your parents have established appropriate 
health-related legal documents such as a 
health care power of attorney, which gives 
someone the authority to make decisions 
about their medical care if they become 
unable, and a living will, which spells out 
the extraordinary medical treatments they 
may or may not want.

Independence – As people age, they may 
begin to lose their independence. Have 
your parent›s considered options for long-
term care, such as an assisted living com-
munity, a nursing home or a home health 
aide? If they plan to receive support from 
family members, do your parents’ expecta-
tions match yours?

Financial goals  – Focusing on the per-
sonal and financial aspects of the legacy 
your parents want to leave can be a valu-
able conversation. Have they updated their 
will or other estate documents, such as a 
living trust? Have they created a durable 
power of attorney for a trusted family mem-
ber to make financial decisions for them 
if they become incapacitated? Do they 
have the proper beneficiary designations 
on their insurance policies, retirement plan 
and bank accounts? If you position these 
issues around your parents having control 
over transferring their assets, rather than 
curiosity over “who will get what,” you’ll 
more likely have a productive conversation.

Last wishes – You’ll want to learn wheth-
er your parents have instructions in their 
will about their funerals and last wishes. 
Express that you or another close family 
member should know who is responsible 
for making sure their wishes are met in a 
timely fashion. 

Money, independence, and aging can be 
sensitive topics. You don’t have to go it 
alone, though — enlist help from another 
close family member. Or, if your parents 
work with an attorney, financial profes-
sional or other trusted advisor, consider 
asking if they’re interested in having them 
participate in your talks. You might even 
be able to introduce your parents to one of 
your advisors.

In any case, keep talking. These conver-
sations can be challenging, but if handled 
correctly can be of great benefit to your 
parents and your entire family.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

A new year 
does not 
require a 

new v
ersion of 
ourselves

January has a way of making people feel 
as though they should suddenly become 
someone else.

New calendars hang on kitchen walls. 
Fresh planners open to blank pages. The 
language of self-improvement arrives right 
on schedule, urging better habits, bigger 
goals, and immediate transformation.

There is nothing wrong with wanting to 
improve. But there is also something to be 
said for resisting the pressure to reinvent 
ourselves simply because the calendar has 
turned.

For many people in Spencer and sur-
rounding communities, the start of the year 
is not a blank slate at all. It is a continua-
tion of work already underway. Families 
are juggling jobs, school schedules, rising 
costs, and winter weather. Local volunteers 
are still serving on boards and committees. 
Teachers and students are heading into the 
heart of the school year, not the beginning.

Progress, in real life, rarely arrives in 
dramatic January gestures. It tends to show 
up quietly, in smaller decisions made con-
sistently over time.

That might mean finally making the 
phone call that has been put off for months. 
It might mean attending a meeting, lending 
a hand, or simply staying the course on 
something already going reasonably well. 
Sometimes the most meaningful resolution 
is deciding not to abandon good habits just 
because they are no longer new.

There is also value in acknowledging 
what does not need fixing. Communities 
like ours run on people who show up, often 
without fanfare, week after week. Parents, 
grandparents, neighbors, volunteers, and 
town employees keep things moving not 
through bold resolutions, but through reli-
ability.

January can be a good time for reflec-
tion, but reflection does not require harsh 
self-judgment. It does not demand dramatic 
change. It can simply be an opportunity to 
notice what matters, what is working, and 
what deserves a little more attention.

As the new year settles in, perhaps the 
most realistic approach is not to promise 
transformation, but to recommit to steadi-
ness. To do the next right thing. To keep 
going.

That kind of resolution may not fit neatly 
on a checklist, but it tends to last far longer 
than most.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:

Dec. 16, a catastrophe struck the David 
Prouty High School when a capped but 
charged sprinkler main failed, sending 
thousands of gallons of water rushing 
through the fully completed and occu-
pied new building. The resulting dam-
age required the evacuation of the school 
and its subsequent closure prior to the 
Christmas break. 

No one doubts this should not have hap-
pened. Whether by human error, product 
failure or unforeseen circumstances, the 
fact is, it happened, and from that moment 
forward, the goal has been to restore the 
building to full and safe usage in time for 
students and staff to return by Jan. 5 after 
the holiday break. All parties, including 
our general contractor, Fontaine Brothers; 
our project manager, Colliers International; 
our architect, Jones-Whitsett; and the wide 
range of subcontractors on site responded 
in exemplary fashion. 

The critics, haters and naysayers have 
jumped all over this unfortunate event in 
typical uninformed and negative fashion. 
Allegations of shoddy work, inadequate 
oversight, incompetence and outright mal-
feasance have all been leveled without 
any direct knowledge of what actually 
occurred. They will never let the facts get 
in the way of their “truth!” 

The facts are that proper repairs are 
being made, there will be no cost to the 
towns and the building will be completely 
safe after repairs are completed. No black 
mold, ruined finishes or other damage, 
just a building fully restored to excellence. 
All this coming at a cost of great person-
al sacrifice by those working exhausting 
hours and under great pressures to bring 
everyone back to school on time. The crit-

ics have had their voice but now its time to 
consider another viewpoint. 

I am reminded of a quote from the great 
Theodore Roosevelt where he said, “It is 
not the critic who counts: not the man who 
points out how the strong man stumbles 
or where the doer of deeds could have 
done better. The credit belongs to the man 
who is actually  in the arena, whose face 
is marred by dust and sweat and blood, 
who strives valiantly, who errs and comes 
up short again and again, because there 
is no effort without error or shortcoming, 
but who knows the great enthusiasms, the 
great devotions, who spends himself in a 
worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in 
the end, the triumph of high achievement, 
and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least 
he fails while daring greatly, so that his 
place shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who knew neither victory nor 
defeat.”

The good and dedicated men and women 
working to build our new David Prouty 
High School are the people in the arena. 
They are the doers. It is their thoughtful-
ness, skill, sweat and hard work that, in 
the end, will provide us all with their high 
achievement; a wonderful place of learn-
ing for our children, grandchildren and 
generations to come. Critics, those timid 
and cold souls who know neither victory 
nor defeat, do not count. You know who 
you are. I, for one, applaud the people in 
the arena for working to do great things 
and daring greatly to succeed. Thank you 
to our building team and to all who support 
them. 

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Carpentier

Prouty Building Committee 
East Brookfield

The people in the arena

To the Editor:

The very conservative newspaper col-
umnist George Will not so long ago used 
the above term to describe Donald Trump 
and the people around him. 

Especially after Sunday’s attack in 
Venezuela and what came before it, I 
think  another phrase even better describes 
it — “Toxic.”  This means poisonous 
and capable of causing serious harm or 
death to those around it. This includes 
our families, our country, our government 
and our Constitution.  You could also use 
words such as manipulative, malicious, 
undermining or attacking those that dis-
agree, and causing emotional exhaustion 
and stress.   

We are a country where most Americans  
–  economists say about 80 percent -contin-
ue to suffer an affordability crisis, manag-
ing from life from paycheck to paycheck,  
with grocery, housing and medical costs 
rising higher and higher with higher yet 
to come. 

So what does George Will’s “Moral 

Slum of an administration” do? On false 
facts it attacka Venezuela with a taxpayer 
cost of something like a $500 million a 
month. (Never mind just now how much it 
will cost us down the road.)

Now the government of Venezuela  has 
few, if any, good qualities but so do many 
other countries near and far. And despite 
the Trump administration manipulative 
statements , unlike the ex-president of 
Honduras who Trump recently pardoned, 
Maduro and Venezuela sent relatively  few 
drugs to the USA.

Trump, since he mentioned it 20 times in 
a recent meeting, rather has a great interest 
in Venezuela’s oil, and “running the coun-
try” directly or indirectly — like we did so 
expensively (in blood and cost) and badly  
in, for example, Iraq and Afghanistan.   

2026 can and needs to and can be the 
year when person by person and commu-
nity by community we turn our country 
around.

Kevin Kane
Spencer 

Trump’s  “moral slum of an Administration” 

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name 
and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will 
not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor 
to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he 
or she might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:

After watching a “year in review” on 
one of the local Boston news stations, 
the reporting of the nation-wide protests 
of President Trump’s “No Kings” rally 
raised a few questions with me. What were 
the policies President Trump was ignor-
ing to be accused of leading like a king? 
Furthermore, where did President Trump 
get the idea he could do whatever he wants 
& ignore the will of the people? To answer 
the last question, he didn’t have to look any 
further than good ole Taxachusetts.

The Mass Turnpike was created around 
1957, running from New York state to 
Boston, and was to be paid for by funds 
collected by users of the Mass. Pike until 
the project was paid for, which was in the 
1980’s. However, to this day tolls are still 
collected by the State, estimated to be over 
$400 million in 2023. When are the legisla-
tors of this state going to keep their word & 
end the tolls? Why is it only the east-west 
users of Mass. highways paying extra while 
the majority of Mass. highway users in the 
greater Boston metro area travel north-
south & paying nothing? I guess that’s a 
question for our kings & queens to avoid 
for another day.

During his term as governor, Mike 
Dukakis created what was known as the 
“Dukakis Surtax,” a tax on top of a tax. 
Only a Democrat could tax your taxes. This 
“temporary tax” was created in 1975 to 
“address a budget shortfall” (too much state 
spending) & was to be eliminated when the 
shortfall was taken care of. It only took 11 

years and a ballot question initiative to end 
this “temporary tax.”

Recently here in Mass., the state leg-
islature has passed “Chapter 135 of the 
Acts of 2024” some the most strict gun 
control measures in the country without any 
required statehouse hearings or debates on 
the subject, as required by law. Many parts 
of this law are presently being questioned 
and challenged about their violating the 
Constitution›s 2nd Amendment. Great way 
to respect the law abiding residents they 
work for.

There’s also “Question 1” on the 2024 
ballot, which allows the State Auditor to 
basically audit any State agency including 
the State Legislature. This question passed 
by almost 72% of Mass. Voters, but for 
whatever reason the Legislature is ignoring 
the will of the State Auditor and the will 
of the people who voted for this hoping to 
make transparent the business of this State. 
For whatever reason the House & Senate 
Presidents are refusing to “answer to the 
people” who they work for. These are the 
very same politicians crying “King Trump” 
wants to take away your rights! 

The most ironic thing with the protes-
tors of “King Trump” is all the national 
& state leaders who oppose him want to 
eliminate & erode the rights, laws, privi-
leges & freedoms we now possess & enjoy 
under the Constitution & President Trump. 
Remember that the next time you see 
Democrats on the news defending crimi-
nals instead of law-abiding citizens.  

John Shocik
Cherry Valley

No kings or queens in Mass.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 1/5/26 was $3.19 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

JANUARY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Hamburg  
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Chicken Cutlet or 
Chicken Parm Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

There is a particular moment most 
evenings when the house settles into 
itself. The dishes are done, the day’s 
noise has burned off, and the tele-
vision hums more out of habit than 
interest. It is in that quiet stretch that 
I find myself paying attention to 
small, almost unnoticed things. The 
kind of things you don’t put on a 
calendar or make plans around, but 
that somehow shape a day all the same.

One of those things is light.
Not the bright kind. Not the glare from 

screens or headlights or store signs blink-
ing at us from every corner. I mean the 
steady, ordinary light that shows up when 
it is supposed to. A porch lamp clicked on 
at dusk. A kitchen window glowing softly 
against the dark. The faint shine from a 
streetlight that has been standing in the 
same place longer than most of us have 
lived on the block.

I do not remember anyone ever talking 
about light when I was growing up. It was 
simply there, or it wasn’t. You flipped a 
switch, and life went on. But lately I’ve 
noticed how much comfort comes from 
knowing it will be there when you expect 
it.

On winter evenings especially, when the 
cold presses in early and the daylight gives 
up before it feels fair, those small lights do 
real work. They tell us someone is home. 
They tell us the day isn’t quite finished 
yet. They give shape to streets that would 
otherwise feel empty and unwelcoming.

I have walked through town many 
nights when the sidewalks were quiet and 
the stores long closed, and I have found 
myself slowing down without realizing it. 
There is something grounding about see-
ing the same lights you saw yesterday, and 
the day before that, and the year before 
that. The hardware store sign still glowing. 
The corner house still lighting the same 
window. The library’s exterior lamps still 
shining over the steps, even when the 
doors are locked.

It is not nostalgia exactly. It is steadi-
ness.

So much of life now feels temporary. 
Apps update overnight. Buildings change 
names. Businesses come and go so fast 
that by the time you remember what used 
to be there, it has already been replaced by 
something else. In the middle of all that 
motion, there is comfort in the things that 
quietly stay put.

Light does that. It doesn’t ask for atten-
tion. It doesn’t demand praise. It simply 

does its job.
I think that is why I have 

grown more appreciative of 
routines as I have gotten older. 
Not exciting routines. Plain 
ones. The same walk. The same 
drive. The same chair by the 
window. These habits act like 
small lanterns of their own, 
marking time and place when 

everything else feels like it is rushing past.
There was a time when I thought routine 

meant giving up something. Youth, possi-
bility, adventure. Now I see it differently. 
Routine is what gives those things a place 
to land. Without it, everything floats.

Even the people we rely on most often 
show up this way. The neighbor who 
always waves. The clerk who remem-
bers your name. The librarian who knows 
where to find what you’re looking for 
without checking the computer. None of 
them make speeches. They just show up, 
day after day, like a porch light at dusk.

I suspect that is how communities really 
hold together. Not through grand gestures 
or big announcements, but through small, 
dependable acts repeated over time. Lights 
turned on when they are supposed to be. 
Doors opened when promised. People 
doing what they said they would do.

There is something reassuring about 
driving home after dark and recognizing 
where you are by the pattern of lights 
alone. The curve in the road marked by 
three houses close together. The long 
stretch of trees broken by a single lamp. 
The center of town announced not by 
noise, but by glow.

You know where you are. You know you 
belong there.

I don’t know when I started noticing 
these things. Maybe it happens slowly, 
without permission. Or maybe it happens 
the first time you realize how unsettling it 
feels when a familiar light doesn’t come 
on. When a house goes dark for good. 
When a storefront stays empty longer than 
expected.

That is when you understand how much 
those quiet, ordinary lights mattered all 
along.

So if tonight feels unremarkable, that 
might be because it is doing exactly what 
it should. The lights are on. The street 
looks the way it always has. The town is 
steady, at least for the moment. And some-
times, that is more than enough.

Lanterns Along Main Street 

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

Donations as of 12/26/2025 

Monetary Donations may be sent to: Spencer Toys for Kids, P.O. Box 186, Spencer, 
MA 01562.
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: Spencer Fire Dept & ERA Key Realty 
Services (415B Main St), Cornerstone Bank (Spencer office), Choice Physical Therapy. 
If you would like to sponsor a child, please contact Donna at 
donnaflannery@erakey.net or call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance, 
applications can be picked up at: Spencer Post Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food 
Pantry, Town clerk's office in the town hall, or ERA Key Realty Services (outside 
mailbox). You can see updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.

Weekly Police Blotter
Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests during the week of Dec. 

24-30.
Shane Curtis Chabot, age 35, of Spencer was arrested on Dec. 27 for Negligent 

Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Leaving the Scene of Property Damage, and Operating 
Under the Influence (Drugs).

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests during the week Dec. 

25-31.
Benjamin Wayne Larson, age 21, of Leicester was arrested on Dec. 25 for Vandalization 

of Property.
Francisco Roman Roman, age 61, of Oxford was arrested on Dec. 27 for Failure to Stop 

for Police, Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license for OUI/CDL/MVH, 
operating an Unregistered and Uninsured Motor Vehicle, driving at a rate of speed greater 
than was reasonable and proper, a Number Plate Violation to Conceal ID, a Marked Lanes 
Violation, Reckless Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Passing Violation, Receiving Stolen 
Property valued at $1,200 or less, and Forgery and/or Misuse of an RMV Document.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons in 
lieu of arrest on Dec. 27 for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Negligent Operation 
of a Motor Vehicle, and driving at a rate of speed greater than was reasonable and proper.
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15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 1/9 & SATURDAY 1/10

SALMON 
OSCAR  

AFTER 5:00 PM

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Courtesy

Members of Spencer Fire & Emergency Services conducted ice rescue training on Thompson Pond Sunday afternoon. Photo courtesy of the department’s Facebook page.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Police offer reminders to help
 residents avoid winter scams

SPENCER — The Spencer Police Department is reminding residents to remain alert for scams and fraudulent activity during the winter 
months, a time when post-holiday transactions, utility payments, and online activity often increase.

Police departments across the region routinely report an uptick in scam attempts during winter, including phone calls, emails, and text 
messages designed to pressure residents into providing personal information or sending payments. Common tactics include imperson-
ation of utility companies, government agencies, or delivery services.

Local officials advise residents to be cautious of unsolicited communications that demand immediate action, threaten service shutoffs, 
or request payment through gift cards, wire transfers, or cryptocurrency. Legitimate agencies do not typically request payment through 
those methods or pressure residents to act without providing written documentation.

Residents are also encouraged to monitor online purchases and package deliveries care-
fully. Porch theft and fraudulent delivery notices can occur year-round but may increase 
following the holiday season when shipping activity remains high.

The department advises residents to avoid sharing personal or financial information over 
the phone or online unless they have independently verified the source. Suspicious messag-
es should be ignored or reported, rather than responded to.

Anyone who believes they have been targeted by a scam is encouraged to contact the 
Spencer Police Department through its non-emergency line. Prompt reporting can help law 
enforcement identify patterns and alert the community to emerging threats.

Police officials note that staying informed and skeptical is often the best defense. 
Residents are encouraged to share scam warnings with family members, particularly older 
adults who may be more frequently targeted.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
12/31: Ryan Hood

1/2: Tim Kay
1/9: Never Say Never

1/16: Easy Season

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

WINTER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Courtesy

Congratulations to the following students who were selected as November Students of the Month at St. Joseph School — Pre-K 3-year-old:   Natalia Santos; Pre-K 4-year-old:   Cameron 
LaFlash; Kindergarten:   Robert Thrun; Grade 1: Kaya Sudol; Grade 2:   Rayna Parslow; Grade 3:   Kamila Biela; Grade 4:   Callum Bergman; Grade 5:   Luke Zeglen; Grade 6:   Cameron 
Tremblay; Grade 7:  Evelyn Macko; Grade 8:  Neli Kuznecki. Students are awarded Student of the Month for their outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility. Keep 
up the great work!

East Brookfield 
Library hosting 

baking class
EAST BROOKFIELD — Come learn how to decorate cookies, cup-

cakes and cakes. We are looking for supplies for this program which 
include the following. Cupcake wrappers, Cake decorating supplies 
  such as decorating tips, bags, jimmies, cake mixes, cookie mixes, confectioners sugar, 
food coloring. This program will be held on the last Tuesday of the month at 1:30 p.m., 
starting in February. Donations for this program are greatly appreciated. Registration is 
required one week prior to the program. Please speak to Carolann at the library for more 
details.
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LEGALS
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD

NOTICE OF ADJUDICATION
AND PUBLIC COMMENT HEARING

EFSB 25-01/D.P.U. 25-16 – New England Power Company 
d/b/a National Grid (Central to Western Massachusetts 

Energy Replacement Project)
Project Summary and Public Comment Hearing Overview
New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid (“National Grid” or the “Com-
pany”) has asked the Energy Facilities Siting Board (“Siting Board”) to approve 
its proposal to replace two existing overhead 69 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission lines, 
three associated tap lines, and their supporting structures (“Existing Lines”) with 
new overhead 115 kV transmission lines, tap lines, and structures (“Rebuilt Lines”) 
in an existing transmission corridor through Millbury, Auburn, Leicester, Spencer, 
East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, Pelham, 
Shutesbury, Leverett, Sunderland, Deerfield, Conway, Shelburne, and Buckland, 
Massachusetts (the “Project”). The Project would be capable of operating at 115 
kV, although it would initially operate at 69 kV, as does the existing line. 

The Siting Board will conduct three hybrid public comment hearings with 
both in-person and remote participation options, as follows:
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 	 Leicester Town Hall Gym
						      3 Washburn Square
						      Leicester, MA 01524
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.	 Deerfield Town Hall Main 	
						      Meeting Room 
						      8 Conway St

						      South Deerfield, MA 01373
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.	 Belchertown Town Hall 
						      Auditorium 
						      2 Jabish St
						      Belchertown, MA 01007
Remote attendees: join by using this link – https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/87391827695 from a computer, tablet, or smart device. For audio-only 
participation attendees can dial in at (646) 558-8656 (not a toll-free number) 
and then enter the Webinar ID: 873-9182-7695.

See additional comment instructions and Severe Weather Notification 
below.

To provide oral comments at a public comment hearing (in person, on Zoom, or 
by telephone), notify Yonathan Mengesha at Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov or 
(617) 305-3544. Provide your name, email address, mailing address, and docket 
number (“EFSB 25-01”) by 5:00 p.m. the day before the meeting. You can also 
sign up in person the day of the hearing beginning an hour before the hearing. 
Pre-registered commenters will speak first, and others will speak next.
The Siting Board also invites written comments on the Project. Written comments 
will be most useful to the Siting Board if submitted by January 28, 2026. Persons 
or groups who wish to be involved in the Siting Board proceeding (beyond provid-
ing comments at the public comment hearing or in writing) may seek to intervene 
as a party or to participate as a limited participant. Any petition to intervene or 
participate must likewise be filed no later than January 28, 2026, and must follow 
the instructions below.
Severe Weather Notification and Alternative Dates
In the event of severe weather, the Siting Board may postpone the public com-
ment hearing(s). Any postponement will be announced on the Siting Board’s Proj-
ect website (accessible via the URL link or QR code at the top of this notice’s first 
page) and the Zoom link for the public comment hearing. If any of the hearings 
is postponed, it will be rescheduled at the location and on the planned alternate 
date indicated below, and the deadlines for submitting public comments and filing 
for intervention or limited participant status will be extended as indicated below.
Important Dates:

Leicester Public Comment Hearing:	Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
Alternate: January 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (Belchertown)

Deerfield Public Comment Hearing	
	 Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.

Alternate: January 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (in Belchertown)
Belchertown Public Comment Hearing 	

Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
Alternate: January 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (in Belchertown)

Written Public Comment Deadline	
Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.(Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 

5:00 p.m. if any of the public comment hearings is postponed)
Deadline to file for intervention or limited participant status	
Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. (Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 

5:00 p.m. if any of the public comment hearings is postponed)

Public Review of the Company’s Petitions
A description of the Project, links to the Company’s petitions, attachments and 
analysis, and periodic updates are electronically available on the Siting Board’s 
webpage for the Project at Central-Western MA Energy Project | Mass.gov. The 
Company also maintains a webpage for the Project at https://www.cmatow-
maenergy.com/. Hard copies of the Company’s petitions and attachments are 
available for public inspection at the following locations:
Millbury
• Town Clerk’s Office, 127 Elm St., Millbury, MA 01527
• Millbury Public Library, 128 Elm St., Millbury, MA 01527
 Auburn
• Town Clerk’s Office, 104 Central St., Auburn, MA 01501
• Auburn Public Library, 369 Southbridge St., Auburn, MA 01501
Leicester
• Town Clerk’s Office, 3 Washburn Sq., Leicester, MA 01524
• Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
Spencer
• Town Clerk’s Office, 157 Main St., Spencer, MA 01562
• Richard Sugden Library, 8 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA 01562
East Brookfield
• Town Clerk, Memorial Town Complex, 122 Connie Mack Dr., East Brookfield, 
MA 01515
• East Brookfield Public Library, 122 Connie Mack Dr., East Brookfield, MA 01515
North Brookfield
• Town Clerk’s Office, 215 N Main St., North Brookfield, MA 01535
• Haston Free Public Library, 161 N Main St., North Brookfield, MA 01535
West Brookfield
• Town Clerk’s Office, 2 E Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585
• Merriam-Gilbert Public Library, 3 W Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585
Ware
• Town Clerk’s Office, 126 Main Street, Suite F, Ware, MA 01082
• Ware Library, 37 Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Belchertown
• Town Clerk’s Office, 2 Jabish St., Belchertown, MA 01007
• Clapp Memorial Library, 19 S Main St., Belchertown, MA 01007
Pelham
• Pelham Town Office Building, 351 Amherst Rd., Pelham, MA 01002
• Pelham Public Library, 2 S Valley Rd., Pelham, MA 01002
Shutesbury
• Town Clerk’s Office, 1 Cooleyville Rd., Shutesbury, MA 01072
• M.N. Spear Memorial Library, 10 Cooleyville Rd., Shutesbury, MA 01072
Leverett
• Leverett Town Hall, 9 Montague Rd., Leverett, MA 01054
• Leverett Public Library, 75 Montague Rd., Leverett, MA 01054
Sunderland

• Town Clerk’s Office, 12 School St., Sunderland, MA 01375
• Sunderland Public Library, 20 School St., Sunderland, MA 01375
Deerfield
• Deerfield Town Hall, 8 Conway St., South Deerfield, MA 01373
• Tilton Public Library, 71 N Main St., South Deerfield, MA 01373
 Conway
• Conway Town Hall, 5 Academy Hill Rd., Conway, MA 01341
• Field Memorial Library, 1 Elm St., Conway, MA 01341
Shelburne
• Town Clerk’s Office, 51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
• Shelburne Free Public Library, 233 Shelburne Center Rd., Shelburne Falls, MA 
01370
Buckland
• Buckland Town Hall, 17 State St., Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
• Buckland Public Library, 30 Upper St., Buckland, MA 01338
Public Comment Hearings
At each public comment hearing, National Grid will present an overview of the 
Project. Public officials and members of the public will have an opportunity to 
ask questions and comment on the Project. The public comment hearings will 
be transcribed by a court reporter. A recording of each public comment hearing 
will be posted to the Siting Board’s YouTube channel after that hearing, at https://
www.youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing.
The public comment hearings mark the beginning of a formal, state-level deci-
sion-making process in which the Siting Board will; (1) review National Grid’s 
proposed Project to ensure that it will provide a reliable energy supply with a min-
imum impact on the environment at the lowest possible cost, pursuant to G.L. c. 
164, § 69J; and (2) determine whether the proposed Project is necessary, serves 
the public convenience, and is consistent with the public interest, pursuant to 
G.L. c. 164, § 72.
Intervention and Participation
Persons or groups who wish to participate in the Siting Board proceeding beyond 
providing comments at the public comment hearings or submitting written com-
ments, may seek to intervene as a party or to participate as a limited participant.
“Intervenor” or “Party” Status: An intervenor can participate fully in the ev-
identiary phase of the proceeding, including participating in discovery (informa-
tion gathering), participating in the evidentiary hearing, filing a brief, presenting 
comments to the Siting Board on the Tentative Decision, and appealing the Final 
Decision.
“Limited Participant” Status: A limited participant receives documents during 
the proceeding and may file a brief and present comments regarding the Tenta-
tive Decision to the Siting Board.
Instructions for Filing Written Comments and Requesting to Participate in 
the Proceeding
Any written comments on the Project and any petition to intervene or to partici-
pate as a limited participant in this proceeding must be sent to the following four 
email addresses: dpu.efiling@mass.gov; Daniel.W.Keleher@mass.gov; ckeu-
then@keeganwerlin.com; and cblaine@keeganwerlin.com. The filing deadline is 
January 28, 2026 (unless one of the public comment hearings is postponed, in 
which case the filing deadline will be February 11, 2026).
The e-mail accompanying the written comment or petition must specify: (1) the 
docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 25-01/D.P.U. 25-16); (2) the name of 
the person or entity submitting the request; (3) a brief description of the docu-
ment; and (4) the name, title, and telephone number of a person to contact with 
questions about the filing. Any petition for intervention must state and explain the 
way or ways in which the requester may be specifically and substantially affected 
by the Project. Any petition for limited participation must describe the manner 
in which the petitioner is interested and the purpose for which participation is 
requested.
For more information on the Siting Board’s procedural rules, please see the fol-
lowing link:
https://www.mass.gov/doc/980-cmr-105/download.
Accommodation Requests and Language Services Requests
Reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities (e.g., Braille, large print, 
electronic files, audio format) is available upon request. To request an accommo-
dation, please contact:
Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion,
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Human 
Resources, 9th Floor
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114,
eeadiversity@mass.gov, 617-626-1282.
In your communication, state the accommodation you need and why you need 
it. Provide contact information in case the Coordinator needs more information. 
Provide one week’s advance notice. The Coordinator will consider but may not 
be able to fulfill late requests.
Language interpretation services are available upon request to Yonathan Menge-
sha at (617) 305-3544 or Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov. Include in your re-
quest the language required and your contact information. To assist us in accom-
modating your request, please submit it as soon as possible and at least one 
week before the date of the public comment hearing.
Non-discrimination Notice
The Siting Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or-
igin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, religious creed or 
belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic information, English language 
proficiency, or ancestry in administration of its programs or activities. See the 
Siting Board’s Non-Discrimination Notice at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
efsb-non-discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure.
If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Siting Board’s non-dis-
crimination programs, policies, or procedures or believe the Siting Board has dis-
criminated against you, you may contact Melixza Esenyie (see above for contact 
information) for more information.
Contact
For further information about the proceeding, please contact the Presiding Officer 
at the address or telephone number below:
Daniel Keleher, Co-Presiding Officer Energy Facilities Siting Board
One South Station Boston, MA 02110
Daniel.W.Keleher@mass.gov (617) 305-3623
 For periodic updates, please visit the Siting Board’s webpage for this proceeding 
(accessible via the URL link or QR code at the top of this notice’s first page).
Project Description
National Grid asserts that the Project, with projected costs of $896.9 million, is 
needed to ensure reliable electric service to approximately 24,000 customers 
across twelve municipalities in Massachusetts. National Grid states that the Ex-
isting Lines were constructed in 1900, reconductored in 2001, and reinsulated 
in 2020 and that they are among the oldest transmission lines in New England. 
National Grid contends that the Existing Lines are also among the Company’s 
worst performing transmission lines, due in large part to the lattice design of the 
transmission line supporting structures. The Existing Lines, each approximately 
67 miles long, pass through the towns of Millbury, Auburn, Leicester, Spencer, 
East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, Pelham, 
Shutesbury, Leverett, Sunderland, Deerfield, Conway, Shelburne, and Buckland. 
The Company expects to start constructing the Project in April of 2029 and con-
clude in April of 2035.
The Project consists of: (1) removing existing 69 kV transmission lines and re-
building them to a 115 kV design within the existing electric transmission right-of-
way between the Millbury
#305 Substation and the Deerfield #4 Substation; (2) reconstructing the Quabbin 
Switch Tap Line, the Shutesbury Tap Line, and the Deerfield #3 Tap Lines; and (3) 
improving, establishing, and constructing access roads. Future operation of the 
Rebuilt Lines at 115 kV would require substation upgrades that are not part of the 
Project. An interactive map of the Project is available at the following link: New 
England Power Company - National Grid Central to Western Mass. 
Route Descriptions
Millbury: The Rebuilt Lines would begin near Branch River at the Millbury Sta-
tion in Millbury, run along Providence Street, cross the Blackstone River Bike-
way intersecting the Providence and Worcester Railroad, and continue along 
South Main Street (intersecting Woodland Street, Sycamore Street, and Single-
tary Brook). The Rebuilt Lines would continue north through Elm Street, where 

Central-Western 
MA

Energy Project | 
Mass.gov
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they would intersect Worcester-Provi-
dence Turnpike (State Route 146) be-
fore passing through Elmwood Street, 
Shaw Schools Recreational Fields, 
and Witter Lane. From there, the Re-
built Lines would pass Greenwood 
Street and intersect Dwinell Road be-
fore entering Auburn.
Auburn: The Rebuilt Lines would enter 
Auburn and cross Washington Street 
to connect with the Pondville Substa-
tion before proceeding west, where 
they would intersect Ramshorn Brook, 
the Penn Central Railroad/Norwich, 
and Worcester Railroad. The Rebuilt 
Lines would continue west, passing 
through Hillside Cemetery and inter-
secting Central Street and Saratoga 
Road before crossing Interstate 90. 
The Rebuilt Lines would then cross In-
terstate 290 and pass through Auburn 
Recreation Complex (also known as 
Oxford Street Recreation Area), which 
is adjacent to Bayman Street. From 
there, the Rebuilt Lines would inter-
sect Oxford Street, continue past Bryn 
Mawr Avenue, cross Dark Brook and 
run west, intersecting Leicester Street, 
Chapin Brook, Rochdale Street, Penn 
Central Railroad, and Drake Court. 
The Rebuilt Lines would cross Chapin 
Brook and Leicester Street before en-
tering Leicester.
Leicester: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Leicester, transect Stafford Street 
and Henshaw Street, cross Grind-
stone Brook and Bunker Hill Road, 
and continue to Peter Salem Road, 
connecting with the Leicester Substa-
tion. The Rebuilt Lines would continue 
west and then transect Peter Salem 
Road, Pleasant Street and Memorial 
Drive. The Rebuilt Lines would contin-
ue southwest and cross Town Meadow 
Brook and Burncoat Brook, continue 
west, and then cross Pine Street and 
Charles Street before continuing north-
west to pass through Burncoat Brook 
again as they enter Spencer.
Spencer: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Spencer and continue northwest, 
crossing Greenville Street, R Jones 
Road, Spencer State Forest and Mid-
state Trail (an unpaved road). The Re-
built Lines would continue northwest 
and intersect Ash Street, continue to 
Ashview Drive connecting to Maple 
Street, cross Charlton Road and con-
tinue past Pleasant View Road and 
Bixby Road Circle and continue north-
west towards the intersection of West 
Main Street and Bixby Road.
The Rebuilt Lines would cross the in-
tersection of Olde Main Street and 
Meadow Road before connecting to 
the Meadow Street Substation. From 
there, they would continue west over 

the Seven Mile River, crossing Smith-
ville Road before they enter East 
Brookfield.
East Brookfield: The Rebuilt Lines 
would enter East Brookfield, continue 
northwest to connect to the Harrington 
Switchyard, and then cross over Lake 
Lashway before entering North Brook-
field.
North Brookfield: Crossing over Lake 
Lashway, the Rebuilt Lines would 
enter North Brookfield, cross Shore 
Road and the Five Mile River. From 
there, they would transect Old East 
Brookfield Road, continue through 
a wooded area and cross over the 
Penn Central Railroad before crossing 
Dunn Brook. The Rebuilt Lines would 
pass through the intersection of East 
Brookfield Road and Donovan Road, 
then over the Forget-Me-Not-Brook 
before connecting with the Lashaway 
Substation. From the substation, the 
Rebuilt Lines would continue north-
west through the Donovan Road Con-
servation Area where they transect 
Fullman Road near Fullam Hill Road 
Conservation Area, Brookfield Road, 
and West Brookfield Road. The Rebuilt 
Lines would enter the North Brookfield 
Town Forest, intersecting McCarthy 
Road before crossing Coys Brook and 
continue northwest, crossing Old West 
Brookfield Road, Coys Brook, and 
Tucker Cross Road. The Rebuilt Lines 
then would cross Smith and Hanson 
Road before entering West Brookfield.
West Brookfield: The Rebuilt Lines 
would enter West Brookfield, cross 
Wigwam Road, New Braintree Road, 
and Birch Hill Road, enter the West 
Brookfield State Forest, cross Sucker 
Brook and Shea Road. The Rebuilt 
Lines would continue west and cross 
Madden Road, Mill Brook, Wickaboag 
Valley Road, Ragged Hill Road, John 
Gilbert Road, Lamberton Brook, Cedar 
Drive, and Peirce Road before passing 
through Rock House Reservation and 
Corydon W Kibbe Agricultural Preser-
vation Restriction Area as they enter 
Ware.
Ware: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Ware and cross Gilbertville Road 
(Route 32) before connecting to the 
Ware Substation. From there, they 
would continue past the CSX Trans-
portation Railroad, cross the Ware 
River, Church Street, Old Gilbertville 
Road, Sheehy Road, the Muddy Brook, 
Greenwich Road, Sorel Road, Os-
borne Road, and finally the Flat Brook. 
The Rebuilt Lines then would cross Old 
Poor Farm Road, King George Drive, 
Greenwich Plains Road, and Fish-
erdick Road, the Quabbin Reservoir 
Watershed, Beaver Brook, Peppers 

Mill Pond, Old-Ware Enfield Road, 
Belchertown Road, Webster Road, 
and Belchertown Road again. The 
Rebuilt Lines would continue through 
the Quabbin Reservoir Watershed and 
cross the Swift River into Belchertown.
Belchertown: The Rebuilt Lines would 
enter Belchertown and continue 
through the Quabbin Watershed Res-
ervoir, cross Winsor Dam Road, and 
then run between Blue Meadow Road 
and the Quabbin Reservoir, where they 
would connect to the Quabbin Switch 
Substation. The Rebuilt Lines would 
continue northwest, transect Cold 
Spring Road, then continue through 
the Quabbin Reservoir Watershed, 
crossing Warner Street, Earley Street, 
and Old Enfield Road before continu-
ing north along the Quabbin Reservoir 
to enter Pelham.
Pelham: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Pelham and continue northwest 
into the Quabbin Reservoir Watershed 
to cross Packardville Road, Cadwell 
Creek, and the Daniel Shays Highway. 
The Rebuilt Lines would continue into 
the Cadwell Memorial Forest and cross 
Dunlop Brook and Amherst Road. They 
would continue northwest and cross 
over the Amethyst Brook and North 
Valley Road before continuing through 
the Buffam Brook Road Conservation 
Area and then crossing Buffam Road 
to enter Shutesbury.
Shutesbury: The Rebuilt Lines would 
enter Shutesbury, pass through the 
Amherst Watershed, and then cross 
Dean Brook, Sand Hill Road, Nurse 
Brook, and Pratt Corner Road before 
connecting to the Shutesbury Substa-
tion. The Rebuilt Lines are then pro-
posed to cross over Nurse Brook again 
before entering Leverett.
Leverett: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Leverett and continue northwest, 
crossing Roaring Brook and Cushman 
Road. They would then cross Doolittle 
Brook in the Beaver Pond Conserva-
tion Area, Depot Road, Amherst Road, 
Long Plain Road, and the New En-
gland Central Railroad before entering 
Sunderland.
Sunderland: The Rebuilt Lines would 
enter Sunderland through the Mount 
Toby State Forest and Mount Toby 
Wildlife Management Area before 
crossing Montague Road, Chard Pond, 
and Falls Road. The Rebuilt Lines 
would then run along Gunn Brook and 
cross over the Connecticut River into 
Deerfield.
Deerfield: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Deerfield, cross River Road, and 
then continue to the west, crossing 
Clapp Brook, Steam Mill Road, the 
Boston and Maine Railroad, and Mas-

sachusetts Route 10. The Rebuilt Lines 
would then cross the Fuller Swamp 
Brook and Mill Village Road adjacent 
to farmland to continue through woods 
and farmland and ultimately cross In-
terstate 91. The Rebuilt Lines would 
then run parallel to Sand Gully Road, 
cross Stillwater Road, Hoosac Road, 
and the Deerfield River to enter Con-
way.
Conway: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Conway adjacent to the Deerfield 
River and Mohawk Trail, cross over 
the South River, Bardwells Ferry Road, 
and the Boston and Maine Railroad be-
fore entering Shelburne.
Shelburne: The Rebuilt Lines would en-
ter Shelburne and cross the Deerfield 
River near Dragon Brook and Orchard 
Road. They would continue northwest 
before crossing Barnard Road. The 
Rebuilt Lines would then run parallel to 
the Deerfield River before connecting 
to the Deerfield #2 Substation. They 
would then run parallel to the Boston 
and Maine Railroad, cross over the 
Deerfield River again and then the 
Mohawk Trail. From there, the Rebuilt 
Lines would proceed north where a tap 
line connects to the Deerfield #3 Sub-
station across the Deerfield River. The 
remainder of the Rebuilt Lines would 
continue northwest before terminat-
ing at Deerfield #4 Station near Main 
Street.
Descriptions of Tap Line Replace-
ments
Quabbin Switching Tap: The Project 
includes replacing the two tap lines 
in Belchertown that would connect 
with the Rebuilt Lines at the Quabbin 
Switching Tap and Tower near Blue 
Meadow Road. Quabbin Switching 
Tap extends approximately 0.1 miles to 
Quabbin Switching Tower in Belcher-
town.
Deerfield #3 Taps: The Company also 
proposes replacing the two tap lines 
that would connect to the Rebuilt Lines 
at the Deerfield Generating Station 
north of the Deerfield River in Shel-
burne. The Deerfield #3 Taps extend 
approximately 0.5 miles to the Deer-
field #3 Generating Station in Buck-
land.
Shutesbury #704 Tap: The Compa-
ny proposes replacing the two tap 
lines that would connect to the Rebuilt 
Lines at the Shutesbury #704 Substa-
tion near the Pratt Corner Road. The 
Shutesbury #704 Taps extend approx-
imately 0.02 miles to the Shutesbury 
#704 Substation in Shutesbury.
January 2, 2026
January 9, 2026

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P4417EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Robertline Kehaulani Mcglasson
Date of Death: 02/15/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by Kather-
ine Tyler Kainoa Kratt  of Sturbridge 
MA and Tammy Kehaulani Adams of 
Palmer AK requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Katherine Tyler Kainoa Kratt  of Stur-
bridge MA and Tammy Kehaulani 
Adams of Palmer AK be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
01/27/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 

Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 26, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 9, 2026

Brookfield Conservation 
Commission

Notice of Public Hearing
Pursuant to MGL c. 131, §40, the 
Wetlands Protection Act, the Brook-
field Conservation Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider a 
Request for Determination of Ap-
plicability  filed by David Terry  for a 
single-family home, septic system, 
well, and driveway at 2 Rice Corner 
Rd, Brookfield, MA. Portions of the 
proposed work lie within wetland re-
source areas or buffer zone. The hear-
ing will be held in the Banquet Hall of 
the Brookfield Town Hall, 6 Central 
Street, Brookfield, MA on Wednes-
day, January 21, 5:30 PM or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard. The filing is 
available for public review in the Town 
Clerk’s office during business hours.
January 9, 2026

Brookfield Conservation 
Commission

Notice of Public Hearing
Pursuant to MGL c. 131, §40, the Wet-
lands Protection Act, the Brookfield 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing to consider a Request 
for Determination of Applicabili-
ty  filed by Jeffrey Wexler  for the in-
stallation or relocation of storage 
sheds, a business sign, and fruit 
trees located at 34 Fiskdale Rd, 
Brookfield, MA. Portions of the pro-
posed work lie within wetland resource 
areas or buffer zone. The hearing will 
be held in the  Banquet Hall of the 
Brookfield Town Hall, 6 Central 
Street, Brookfield, MA on Wednes-
day, January 21, 5:30 PM or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard. The filing is 
available for public review in the Town 
Clerk’s office during business hours.
January 9, 2026

For Legal Advertising Information,
 Call 508-909-4127  

email: legals@stonebridgepress.news

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Census, dog licensing
 information being 

mailed to N. Brookfield 
residents

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Board of Health and the Town Clerk’s Offices in North 
Brookfield are partnering this year to mail the annual census, together with Recycling 
Center and dog license renewal information in one combined mailing. This collaboration 
results in significant cost savings for both departments and, ultimately, for the taxpayers.

These materials will be mailed at the beginning of the year. If applicable, you may return 
multiple items in the same envelope.  Multi-family properties must pay for Recycling 
Center stickers in person at the Board of Health office. Dog owners may include their dog 
license renewal.

Please note that payments for the Board of Health fee and the dog license fee must be 
submitted separately. If payments are combined, they will be returned.
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Nathan is a happy boy who loves 
to smile and give high fives! He 
enjoys Dora the Explorer, Mickey 
Mouse, and Jake and the Never-
land Pirates. Nathan likes watch-
ing these shows, looking at books 
featuring his favorite characters, 
and having those books read to 
him. He is a talented young artist 
who loves to draw and color—es-
pecially when an adult joins in and 
draws with him. Nathan also en-
joys sensory play with Play-Doh or 
putty, and he gets especially excit-
ed when adults engage with him 

during these activities. He has a great time building with blocks 
and Magnaformers, using his creativity to make all kinds of fun 
structures.  

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22554628740  
IIf you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.         

Nathan 
Age 15 

Registration #6472 

Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes is seeking 
Funeral Attendants and Funeral Assistants to

work independently and with our team on
 transfers, calling hours, and funeral services.

Compensation is hourly plus stipend. 
Hours are scheduled or per diem 

as needed pending on role.
We are looking for friendly, professional, and 

compassionate people.

Contact Peter Masuzzo at 508-867-2885 or 
pmasuzzo@varnumfh.com

An entity of Milestone Funeral Partners

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

Filing period opens 
for North Brookfield election

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North Brookfield Annual Town Election will be held 
on Monday, May 4.

The last day to submit nomination papers is Monday, March 16 at 5 p.m.
The following offices are up for election:
Board of Selectmen – 1 seat, 3-year term
Board of Assessors – 1 seat, 3-year term
Board of Assessors – 1 seat, 2-year term (to fill a vacancy)
Board of Assessors – 1 seat, 1 year term (to fill a vacancy)
School Committee – 2 seats, 3-year terms
School Committee – 1 seat, 1-year term (to fill a vacancy)
Water Commissioner – 1 seat, 3-year term
Water Commissioner – 1 seat, 2-year term (to fill a vacancy)
Board of Health – 1 seat, 3-year term
Cemetery Commissioner – 1 seat, 3-year term
Library Trustees – 2 seats, 3-year terms
Planning Board – 1 seat, 5-year term
Planning Board – 1 seat, 4-year term (to fill a vacancy)
Housing Authority – 1 seat, 5-year term
Southern Worcester County Regional Vocational School District (Bay Path) – 1 seat, 

3-year term
We strongly encourage anyone interested in serving to become familiar with the work 

and responsibilities of these boards, committees, and commissions.
Nomination papers are available from the Town Clerk’s Office.

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
St. John Paul II Parish Food Pantry
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Tuesday 3-5 p.m., Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
(508) 765-0245

Southbridge Food Share
Located at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
lower level
446 Hamilton St, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
Email:
 Southbridgefoodshare.org@gmail.com
Phone: 508-764-6583
Open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 10:00 am to 11:15 am.

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Jan 10 & 11 Bridal & Wedding Expo
Sat. 1pm-5pm •Sun. 1pm-5pm

Shriners Auditorium, 
99 Forham Rd, Wilmington, MA

FREE Passes- Learn about buying a home
Join Diane Luong Realtor

#1 Massachusetts Agent for Homes for Heroes

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

SOUTHBRIDGE /
DUDLEY

LAND 
OPPORTUNITY 

30.2 Acres
4 Frontage Lots

Ideal for Privacy, 
Development or Recreation

Blackmer Rd $295,000

*Fireplace *3 Finished Rooms in Lower Level
*Country style eat-in kitchen

*3 Bedrooms
*2 Baths
*Sided 

recently
 updated 

Septic System
*2 Mini Splits/ 

AC AUnits

SPENCER- Fenced in Yard-1.3 Acres

50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

*Kitchen w/ center island, granite countertops
*1st Floor Laundry

*Office/
Formal 

Dining Room
*Fireplace 

Family room
*Finished 

Lower Level 
Game Room

DUDLEY- Colonial

143 Charlton Rd. $595,000

*New Construction *24’ Great Room 
*Quartz Counters * 8’ Center Island 

*Move-in Now! *2.5 Baths * 2 Car Garage

*3 Bedrooms * 3 Baths
 * 1.4 Acres *2 Fireplaces

Call for a Market Analysis!

Dudley- 7 Acres CHARLTON
Szymczak Sells!

126 Old Southbridge Rd. $875,000 27 W. Applewood Dr

3 FULL BATHS

SOLD!!!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Astounding Panoramic Views across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all 
windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv-
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet. 
Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.   $ 900,000.

Bring an open mind to this unique 
property & let your creative design 
ideas flow! This one level 1,040 sf, 
3 BR home is reminiscent of an 
English Country Cottage! It evokes 
a cozy, rustic, lived-in vibe. The 
overall aesthetic is one of practi-
cal comfort, collected charm and a 
relaxed, slightly whimsical atmos-
phere. Key characteristics include 
spacious rooms, hardwood floors, 
a primary BR with sliders to a very 
private deck, retractable awnings, 
replacement windows, etc.  Move 
right in!    $304,900

WEBSTER -  19 FIRST STREET

ON DEPOST

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
W AT E R F R O N T ! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-
PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer 
Cottage on 9482 
SF of land.. 
assisted sale 

$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & 
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

Featured Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island 
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, 

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at 
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. 
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main 
BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full 
Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Finished Lower 
level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed Central AC! Garage $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/
cathedral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full 
bath. Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced 
yard, sandy beach, professional  landscaping. Many updates.                $775,000

Webster Lake – 
302 Killdeer Island  

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New 
Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!

On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

Every move is a new
beginning! Let me help you
navigate the path through

your next journey….
Bob Berk REALTOR ABR

Re/Max Vision
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

Buying or Selling a home?

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health 

UMass Memorial Medical Center  |  UMass Memorial Medical Group  |  Harrington  

HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital  |  Milford Regional  |  Community Healthlink

WHEN CHOOSING HEALTH CARE, 
YOU CAN CHOOSE TO HAVE IT ALL.

Our network of hospitals, providers and services was created to  ensure that everyone in our region 
has access to exceptional health  care and a chance to live the healthiest life possible. So, regardless  of 
where you live, a UMass Memorial Health hospital or service  is nearby. And that means no matter 

what you need for your health,  the best choice is also the convenient one.

ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293     774-230-3967©

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com


