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Local Scout and llbrary page unvells Eagle Scout project

STURBRIDGE —
While “space fever” is
ramping up these days
after the groundbreaking
Artemis II moon mis-
sion, one local astroph-
ile has had her sights
set on the cosmos for
far longer. Local Scout
and Joshua Hyde Public
Library page Anna Burns
was ready to take on
her Eagle Scout project
and naturally decided to
focus on something sky-
ward.

“I've always been fas-
cinated with astronomy
and all things space,
so it seemed like only
second nature for me to
make my Eagle project
relate to the stars some-
how,” explains Burns, a
Tantasqua High School
senior.

Eagle Scout projects
typically benefit local
institutions or the com-

munity and focus on
project ~management,
often including con-

struction, environmental
or community outreach
efforts. But Burns was
able to combine her
community-minded proj-
ect with her work at the
library.

Burns’ project is now
known as the Joyce E.
Sinnott Stargazing Site.

“It consists of a pedes-
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tal to mount the library's
telescope or someone's
personal telescope, as
well as a sign with an
interactive planisphere
attached for people to
use. Along with the
sign is some informa-
tion on the library tele-
scope lending system
and what astronomical
objects you can see with
your naked eye,” Burns
explains. “I  worked

Relay For Life returns
to Southbridge June 20

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Relay For Life of Southern
Worcester County will hold its 29th Relay in Southbridge on
Saturday, June 20 at McMahon Field from 9 am. - 9:30 p.m.

The Relay For Life is the signature fundraiser of the
American Cancer Society. 29 years is no small feat! We walk
to honor, remember and celebrate all those that we have lost
to cancer, those still fighting and the ones that have beat it.

We can't do it without help from the community and
we are thankful to partner with The Duck and Avellino in
Sturbridge to hold a fundraiser day on Tuesday May 19th.
Dine in or take out at either of these locations all day on
May 19, and 20 percent of all food sales will be donated to
the American Cancer Society. You must present the attached
coupon, either in print form or on your phone. Reservations
are strongly suggested. Gather up family or friends, eat great
food and help raise funds to fight cancer, one plate at a time.

closely with Lauren
[Vivier], Sturbridge's
Conservation
Commissioner.
Eventually, after about
five months and lots and
lots of help from my
friends and family, I was
able to install it tempo-
rarily at the Cedar Lake
Recreation Area, where
it will stay until it gets
moved to its Heins Farm
location.”

Not only did Burns
choose a project to help
the community share her
love of astronomy, she
helped honor the mem-
ory of long-time library
Trustee Joyce Sinnott.
Sinnott was heavily
involved in the library
for decades, working as
a Trustee and ultimately
becoming Chairperson.
She also served on the
board of the Friends of

the Joshua Hyde Public
Library as Treasurer.
During that time, she was
always looking for the
latest books on astron-
omy and suggesting
programs to help others
enjoy the stars as well.
And no one was more
excited than her when
the library acquired a
telescope to loan out.
After Sinnott’s death
in 2024, friends and fam-
ily made memorial dona-
tions to the Friends of
the Joshua Hyde Public
Library in her honor.
Library Director Becky
Plimpton was looking
for the most effective
way to use these funds
to best memorialize
Sinnott’s memory and
interests when she heard
of Burns’ upcoming
project. Plimpton gave
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Two-alarm ﬁre under investigation

CHARLTON —Chariton
Fire Department responded
to a two-alarm house fire on
Saturday afternoon that left
a home temporarily uninhab-
itable.

Chariton Fire was dis-
patched at approximately
3:49 p.m. on Saturday, April
25 to a reported house fire at
44 Gale Rd. Chariton police
officers arrived first and con-
firmed smoke coming from
the rear of the home. Chariton
Engine 3 requested a second
alarm while en route, bring-
ing in additional crews and
equipment from surrounding
communities When firefight-
ers arrived, they observed
smoke coming from the back
of the home and near the roof.

Oxford Fire Chief Ken
Sellers arrived on scene
along with Chariton Engine
3, established command, and
directed incoming resources.
Ater checking the entire struc-
ture, crews found heavy fire
on the exterior rear portion of
the home. Homeowners had
attempted to extinguish the
tire prior to the tire depart-

Sturbridge America250 celebration

invites community to Family Fun Day

STURBRIDGE — The
Sturbridge ~ America250
Celebration Committee

invites the community to
our Family Fun Day on
Saturday, May 16, from noon
to 3 p.m. on the Sturbridge
Common. This is the first of
two community-wide events
commemorating America’s
250th anniversary The sec-
ond, on June 27, features a
parade followed by activities
on the Common.

The Family Fun Day kicks
off at Noon with a Patriotic
Costume Parade. Participants
can check in starting at noon
and will receive a parade
number and patriotic good-
ie bag. The Parade begins
at 12:15 p.m. Prizes will be
given for: Most Historical,
Most Patriotic, and Best
Family/Group Theme.

From 1 - 2 pum., the
Mighty Top Big Circus will
perform. This is a small but
mighty show with aerial
silks, hula-hoop acrobatics,

and aerial hoop acts. After
the show, kids can jump in
and try out hula hoop tricks
and other circus skills them-
selves. By watching and join-
ing in, kids can learn more
about coordination, rhythm,
and sticking with something
new. In collaboration with the
Joshua Hyde Public Library,
this program is supported
in part by a grant from the
Sturbridge Cultural Council,
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.
Following the Circus there
will be a potato sack race,
and a three-legged race, with
prizes awarded. Throughout
the afternoon families can
enjoy yard games, a self-
ie station, face painting, a
balloon artist, and an inflat-
able double slide. Girl Scout
Troop #065394 will have a
coloring and crafts table, with
the crafts sponsored by the
Stephanie Lachapelle Group
with Compass. Children can

make a patriotic hat with the
Daughters of the American
Revolution.

A DJ will be acting as
emcee and providing music
throughout the afternoon.
Free hot dogs, chips, and
water will be provided to
the first 250 attendees. Food
can also be purchased from

attending Food Trucks.
The Sturbridge
America250  Committee

thanks Veolia for providing
prizes, goodie bags, and the
hot dogs, chips, and water.
On Saturday, June 27, the
community is invited to par-
ticipate in and enjoy a parade
starting at OSV and ending
on the Town Common, fol-
lowed by a number of patriot-
ic activities on the Common.
Anyone who wishes to
participate should go to the
Sturbridge Recreation Dept.
Web site:  sturbridgema.
myrec.com. More informa-
tion on the parade and activi-
ties will be coming soon.

ment's arrival. Firefighters
worked from both the front
and rear of the house to bring
the fire under control. A hose

lime was advanced to tine
back of the home, while a
second crew entered through
the front door and encoun-

tered moderate fire spread
inside the upper floor. The
most significant damage was
located on the exterior rear of
the structure.

Mutual aid was provided
due to the area being out-
side the hydrant district,
with tankers provided from
Dudley and Oxford, and
engines from Southbridge
and Auburn. Leicester
EMS responded with an
ambulance, and Rehab 78
provided support for fire-
fighter rehabilitation. The
Sturbridge Fire Department
covered the Chariton sta-
tion during the incident.
No civilians or firefighters
were injured. The home sus-
tained significant damage
and is not safe to occupy at
this time The fire remains
under investigation by the
Chariton Fire Department
and the Massachusetts State
Police Fire and Explosion
Investigation Unit assigned
to the State Fire Marshal's
Office.

For the first time in the department’s history, a shift was staffed this past Saturday by an all-women
team of dedicated, highly trained officers & dispatchers from the Southbridge Police Department. This
milestone is more than just a first for us, it’s a reflection of the professionalism and commitment they bring
to public safety every single day. Their service continues to inspire the next generation who may one
day wear our badge or work in our communications center. We are proud to support and celebrate this
achievement, and we remain committed to building a department that reflects the community we serve.
Please join us in recognizing these outstanding officers and dispatchers for their service and
for making history! Pictured, left to right: Officer Oritz, Officer Patterson, Det. Martinez, Officer
O'Brien & Officer Bergeron-Pennachio. Not pictured: Dispatchers Lee, Wilson & Rosario, who
were working in the communications center and were not available.
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Charlton Library Friends

combine books and blooms

CHARLTON — The Friends of Charlton Public Library
will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, May 9, from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. in Dexter Hall, second floor inside the Charlton
Public Library. Current members in good standing are invit-
ed to a preview on Friday, May 8 from noon to 4:30 p.m. A
call for book donations will begin on April 21 and continue
until May 8. Donations of cash, check, and Venmo will be
accepted during the sale.

“Books & Blooms” will serve as a lead-up to the Friends’
book sale. This collaborative event involves the Charlton
Public Library, the Friends of Charlton Public Library, and
the Charlton Garden Club as they celebrate reading, the

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

“ ¢
—V
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

changing season, and community. “Books & Blooms” aims
to draw attention to all three organizations, enlightening the
public about our missions, purpose, accomplishments, and
benefits to the wider community derived through books.

Members of the Charlton Garden Club and Friends of
Charlton Public Library will create floral arrangements tied
in some way to a book. The arrangements will reflect the
cover image, theme, a character in the book, or some other
aspect of the selection. Book titles range from novels, clas-
sics, Westerns, non-fiction, poetry, children’s books, and
others.

The floral arrangements will be on display in the main
room of the Charlton Public Library on May 6, 7, and 8.
Those who come to view the displays may enter their name
in a drawing to win one of the arrangements at the conclu-
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Purchase 29. American comedian Vidale

4. British news organization 30. Peyton’s little brother

7. Midway between northeast and east ~ 31. Corporate higher-up

8. Language specialist group 32. “All in the Family” star

10. Fancy automobile 39. Strike something forcefully
12. Small loop or series of loops 41. Up in the air (abbr.)

13. Exploiter 42. Clay earth pigments

14. Don’t know when yet 43. Means to record brain activity
16. Group of languages 44, Small constellation

17. One who's finished 45, Embraces

19. After B 46. Brief description

20. Angled 48. Exclude

21. A place to adopt pets 49. White (French)

25. Swiss river 50. Insect

26. Young boy 51. A major division of geological time
27. Unexciting 52. Soviet Socialist Republic
CLUES DOWN

1. Type of whale 24. Buffer used in chemistry

2. In tune 27. Fall heavily

3. A citizen of Yemen 28.Pie __ mode

4. Actress Ling 29. The Brits love it

5. One who supports 31. Children’s TV channel (abbr.)
6. Circus performer 32. Jacksonville footballer

8. Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 33. Helps little firms

9. Quantitative fact 34. _ and behold

11. Utah city 35. A way to resemble

14. Where a golfer begins 36. Fingers

15. Attendant 37. Excessive indulgences

18. The ancient Egyptian sun god 38. You might be an “empty” one
19. Book of Chronicles (abbr.) 39. “How the West Was Won" writer
20. Benedictine monk 40. European river
22. Not turbulent 44, They begin the alphabet
23. Car mechanics group 47. The body’s messenger
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sion of the event.

For more information, email charltonfriends@gmail.com.

Tantasqua Drama Club
presents “Shrek the Musical”

FISKDALE — The
Tantasqua Drama Club will
perform “Shrek the Musical”
at four showings this weekend.
They will be held at Tantasqua
Senior High School on Friday,
May 1 at 7 p.m., Saturday, May
2 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and
Sunday, May 3 at 2 p.m. Tickets
are $15 for general admission
and $12 for students/seniors,
and may be purchased online or

at the door.

“Shrek the Musical” was orig-
inally produced on Broadway
and is an adaption of the
Dreamworks movie. Come sup-
port the cast and crew as every-
one's favorite grumpy green
ogre Shrek and his sidekick
Donkey rescue Princess Fiona
and team up to save the swamp
from Lord Farquaad, with lots of
laughs and music along the way.

Sofia Demartino named
to Montclair State
University Dean’s List

MONTCLAIR, NJ. —
A local Montclair State
University student was recent-
ly named to the Fall 2025
Dean’s List.

Sofia Demartino of Holland

is a Dance major.

Demartino was among more
than 7,000 students named to
the Fall 2025 Dean’s List. To
qualify, students must earn a
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

$600,000, 160 Berry
Corner Rd, Savasta Ft, and
Anderson, Robert R, to
Brunelle, Eric Patrick, and
Savasta, Gina.

$600,000, 7 King Rd,
Nichols, George J, and
Nichols, Cynthia A-Hazzar,
to Midden, Marshall, and
Pagnac Sr, Susan.

$401,000, 199 Center Depot
Rd, Laplante 3rd, Francis A,
to Bacon, Sandra J.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$630,000, 105 Cross St,
68 Southbridge LLC, to
Bessette 3rd, Michael J.

$615,000, 128 Elm St,
Silveira, Erivaldo, and
Silveira, Ieva, to Elm St

Holdings Rt LLC, and Lee
Holdings Rt LLC.

Silveira, Ieva, to Elm St
Holdings Rt LLC, and Lee
Holdings Rt LLC.

$455,000, 406 Lebanon
Hill Rd, Ortiz, Antonio Vega,
to Waugh, William A, and
Waugh, Lisa.

$435,000, 29 Fiske St,
Castasus, Nolvia, and
Castasus, Christopher, to
Collazo, Jonathan.

$377,000, 41Dennison
Ln, Ella JaneLeBlancRet,
and Leblanc, Ella Jane, to
Shattuck, Nikki J.

$305,000, 127 CIiff St,
Silveira, Erivaldo, and
Silveira, Ieva, to Elm St
Holdings Rt LLC, and Lee
Holdings Rt LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$235,000, 53 Fairview
Park Rd, Marcoux, Marie E,

$500,000, 135 Elm St, to Beaudoin, Lynn S, and
Silveira, Erivaldo, and Beaudoin, Stephen P.
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774-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985

WINDOWS

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS 4 ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING # DECKS® WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED 4 HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE
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VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ......oceveeererrerreereens 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....coooveveeieenineneeeseseenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHooLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.

¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,

Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org

Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am

St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338

www.stannestpatparish.com

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,

61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550

Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light

*Faith Baptist Church,

515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge

Phone number 508-764-6132,

Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.

¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.

» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144

¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349

Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com

¢ New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,

307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and

Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-

345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Phone 508-347-7297

Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Services - Sunday 9:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

* Holland Congregation Church

“Where the Bible is preached.”

11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org

Sunday Service @ 10:00 am

Pastor Dan Maketansky

*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Phone: 508-765-9559

Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org

Sunday Service 11:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

*St. John Paul II Parish

279 Hamilton St., Southbridge

Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor

Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,

Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon

Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Gateway Players announce auditions for

Jimmy Buffett’s “Escape to Margaritaville”

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Gateway
Players Theatre in Southbridge is
hosting auditions for “Jimmy Buffett’s
Escape to Margaritaville,” with book
by Greg Garcia and Mike O'Malley
and music and Lyrics by none
other than the late Jimmy Buffett.
Auditions will be held on Monday,
May 4 at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, May
5 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall at
Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge.

For auditions, please prepare a
Jimmy Buffet song. There will also
be cold readings from the script, and
simple dance routines. Tap dance

McLaughlin, of Charlton, presents
research findings during third annual

Social Justice Research Symposium

WESTON — Emma
McLaughlin, of Charlton, pre-
sented their research "Social
Justice Symposium" during
Regis College's third annu-
al Social Justice Research
Symposium on April 16.
McLaughlin is a Diagnostic

students across the university's
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams.

More than 200 students partic-
ipated in the event, highlighting
Regis' mission to cultivate stu-
dents as change agents in their
communities, and to encourage

experience a plus. Performance dates
are July 31, and August 1 & 2 at
the Southbridge Middle/High School
Auditorium. Rehearsals are tentative-
ly scheduled for Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday evenings from 6-9
p.m. Directed by Patricia Haddock,
Produced by Kathi Grenier, and the
musical director is Chris Rubenacker.
For more information, please con-
tact Gateway at 508-764-4531.
Presented by permission through
special arrangement with Concord
Theatricals. This musical-comedy has
lead roles for two women ages 20-30,
and two men in their 30’s, and fea-

local and

larger
ties," said Associate Professor
of the Writing Program and
Symposium
Jennifer Krusinger, PhD. "At
a time when Al plays an ever-
more dynamic and unpredict-
able role in many of the pro-

tured roles for 1 female in their 40’s,
1 male in the 40-50 range, and one
male or female 20-30, and various
ensemble roles.

On a small island in the Caribbean,
vacation goers and the laid-back staff
of the Margaritaville bar flirt, unwind
and sip drinks under the sun. When
an ambitious tourist named Rachel
arrives with her friend Tammy for
a much-needed vacation, she finds
an unexpected romance with Tully,
the island bartender and musician.
As paradise collides with real life,
both are faced with deciding what
they want beyond the sandy beach-

communi-

Coordinator

es of Margaritaville. This tropical
romantic comedy has plenty to laugh
at and a sweet love story — all under-
scored by Jimmy Buffett’s classic
tunes, including “Cheeseburger in
Paradise,” “Margaritaville,” “It’s
Five O’Clock Somewhere,” “Fins,”
“Volcano,” and many more. With a
book by Emmy Award winner Greg
Garcia (“My Name is Earl,” “Raising
Hope”) and Emmy nominee Mike
O’Malley (“Survivor’s Remorse,”
“Shameless™), this hilarious, heart-
warming musical is the party you’ve
been waiting for!

CHARLTON ANNUAL
TOWN ELECTION
May 2 8AM-8PM
Heritage School

CHARLTON ANNUAL
TOWN MEETING
May 18 7PM Charlton
Middle School

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

Medical Sonography major.
Cosponsored by the Writing
Program and the Center for
Student Engagement, the sym-
posium features student research
panels, poster presentations,
art/music displays and perfor-
mances, and thesis slams from

Southbridge Food Share adds

them to serve and lead as advo-
cates for a more just and com-
passionate global society.

"This is the third annual sym-
posium bringing together the
research and voices of students,
faculty, and staff at Regis to
explore unsolved issues in our

fessions and our society, this
event underscores the power of
our mission at Regis and our
unique emphasis on the human
role in identifying a need, taking
responsibility, and developing
solutions in a socially just way."

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank

200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate
needs in order”. No one likes to talk about death, that is
why you should have everything done in advance. Make
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to
those you want. Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-

dling all types of real estate matters.

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C. &
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr.
Cell: 508-868-794:3
don@cournoyerlaw.net

monthly Saturday hours to

expand community access

SOUTHBRIDGE — Residents

Distribution hours remain the

a key role in sustaining the pro-

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

who rely on the Southbridge same on all service days, run- gram’s operations. Alﬁcgw
Food Share now have an addi- ning from 10 to 11:15 a.m. Southbridge Food Share has y

tional opportunity each month to Upcoming Saturday dates remained a central resource Realthyd
receive assistance, as the pantry include April 25, May 16, June for area households facing Yo o

expands its schedule to include

27, July 25, Aug. 22 and Sept. 26.

food insecurity, particularly as

201 South Street

one Saturday distribution day. No appointments are required grocery costs and household Southbridge, MA 01550 Spiro Thomo
The added weekend hours are to receive food, and visitors are expenses continue to affect 508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445 Broker
intended to make services more not asked to provide income many families across the region. A D8 o€ Licensed 35+ years
accessible for individuals and documentation or legal identi- Organizers encourage resi- www.AucoinRyanRealty.com 508.765.0465
families who may not be able to fication. dents to share information about SpiroThomo @gmail.com 774.200.8043

visit during the organization’s
regular weekday schedule.
Southbridge Food Share con-
tinues to operate on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, and
will now also open one Saturday
each month at its location at 446
Hamilton St.

St. Michael Romanian Orthodox Church
benefit turkey dinner coming May 18

The pantry serves residents
from Southbridge and surround-
ing communities and operates
with support from local part-
ners, including the United Way
of South Central Massachusetts.
Community donations and vol-
unteer efforts continue to play

the expanded Saturday schedule
with neighbors and community
members who may benefit from
the service.

For more information, resi-
dents may call 508-765-6583 or
visit the Hamilton Street loca-
tion during operating hours.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OlId Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys

o Pewter o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold

« Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters sSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives e«Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic

o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

STURBRIDGE sold will go directly cornbread-sausage For tickets or grace of God and to
— The Publick to the church. stuffing, mashed information, con- share it with others.
House Historic Inn “We'’re grateful to  potatoes, butternut tact Spiro Thomo
and Restaurant will be included in this squash, and cranber- at 774-200-8043, or
host another of its program,” said event ry sauce. by email to spirotho-
community  din- organizer Spiro Tickets are $18 mo@gmail.com.
ners on Monday, Thomo. “It’s a sim- for adults and $5 for ~Payment is by cash
May 18, this time ple way for peopleto  children ages four to  or check made pay-

benefiting St.
Michael Romanian
Orthodox Church in
Southbridge.

These dinners are

come together, enjoy
a good meal, and
support the church at
the same time.”

Two seatings are

11. All tickets must
be purchased in
advance—no sales
at the door. The
deadline is Friday,

able to The Publick
House.

The mission of St.
Michael Romanian
Orthodox Church

part of the Publick available: 4:30-6 May 15. is to experience the s P R I N G
House’s ongoing p.m. and 6:30-8

efforttosupportlocal p.m. The buffet s P E c I A L
organizations. Apor- menu includes Explore Prince Edward Island

tion of each ticket

oven-roasted turkey,

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

Fully Insured

[—
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A small platform with
a big view of the future

There are some projects that quietly improve a
community in ways that will last for years, even
decades. The new Joyce E. Sinnott Stargazing Site
in Sturbridge is exactly that kind of effort.

At first glance, it may seem like a modest addition
to town resources. A telescope pedestal. An informa-
tional sign. A planisphere to help residents identify
what they see overhead. Yet the true value of the
site is much larger than the materials used to build
it. It represents curiosity, education, memory, and
the belief that even a small town can keep its eyes
on the stars.

Anna Burns, a senior at Tantasqua Regional High
School and a page at Joshua Hyde Public Library,
chose astronomy as the focus of her Eagle Scout proj-
ect because it reflects a personal passion. That alone
would have made the effort meaningful. But she also
connected her work to something deeper by honoring
longtime library trustee Joyce Sinnott, whose enthu-
siasm for astronomy programs and telescope lending
helped shape the library’s offerings for years.

That decision transformed a student project into a
community legacy.

Libraries have always been places where explo-
ration begins. Sometimes that exploration happens
through books. Sometimes through conversation.
And sometimes through something as simple as
stepping outside after sunset and looking up. By
creating a permanent site tied to the library’s tele-
scope lending program, Burns helped make that
experience easier and more inviting for everyone.

Projects like this also remind us what the Eagle
Scout rank represents. It is not simply a badge
or a title. It is the result of planning, persistence,
teamwork, and a commitment to leaving a place
better than it was before. Only a small percentage of
Scouts reach that milestone, and each one does so
through a project meant to serve others.

What stands out especially in this case is how
naturally the effort connects generations. A young
Scout created something new. A respected com-
munity volunteer’s legacy was honored. A public
library gained another educational resource. And
residents of all ages now have an opportunity to
engage with science in a direct and memorable way.

That matters.

At a time when so much of modern life happens
indoors and on screens, a stargazing site encour-
ages something different. It invites families to
step outside together. It encourages children to ask
questions. It reminds adults of the wonder they may
have felt the first time they noticed constellations
overhead.

The placement of the site at Cedar Lake
Recreation Area for now, with a future home
planned at Heins Farm, also reflects something
important about Sturbridge itself. This is a town
where conservation land, public spaces, and shared
resources still play a central role in everyday life. A
telescope platform fits naturally into that tradition.

Perhaps most important of all, the project sends a
quiet message to other young people in the commu-
nity. It shows that individual initiative can make a
lasting difference. It demonstrates that local history
and personal interests can come together in mean-
ingful ways. And it proves that honoring someone’s
legacy does not require a monument. Sometimes it
only takes a thoughtful idea and the determination
to see it through.

A simple place to look at the night sky may not
seem like a major civic investment. But it is exactly
the kind of thoughtful addition that strengthens a
community’s sense of connection, curiosity, and
shared purpose.

And that is something worth celebrating.

To the Editor:

Bruce Menin, a candidate for the Charlton
Select Board, is highly qualified to hold the
position for a number of reasons. He has a
proven track record of working collabora-
tively with a variety of community stake-
holders, both at his former residence and at
his current home base in Charlton.

After spending 22 years serving on the
Newburyport School Committee, Bruce has
vast knowledge of the challenges faced by
any community in providing the best pos-
sible education while also being fiscally
responsible. As we know in Charlton, that
prior knowledge in school finance is a huge
asset in budget discussions.

In addition to elected public office, Bruce

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s
name, address, and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to
determine whether a submission satisfies our
requirements and decency standards, and any
submission may be rejected at any time for any
reason he or she might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Which retirement plan is right for your business?

If you’re a local business owner, a workplace
retirement plan can be a powerful tool — helping you
manage taxes, strengthen employee retention and
build personal financial security.

Many in your situation, however, assume retire-
ment plans are complicated or only suitable for large

be adjusted based on business performance. These

FINANCIAL plans have added costs and administrative responsi-

Focus | pilities.
TREVOR e Safe harbor 401(k) plans are ideal if you want to
NIELSEN maximize your own retirement contributions without

complex testing requirements and you’re willing to

companies. The reality is quite different. Today’s
retirement plan options encompass businesses of every size, from
solo entrepreneurs to companies with dozens of employees.

The key is understanding which plans work best for different kinds

of businesses:

Self-employed individuals or businesses without employees. Three
commonly used retirement plans:

* Simplified employee pension (SEP) plans are relatively straight-
forward, low-maintenance, lower-cost and flexible on how much you
contribute each year.

e Owner-only 401(k) plans are ideal if you're willing to accept
additional cost and complexity in exchange for benefits like higher
contribution limits and borrowing options.

* Owner only defined benefit plans work best for owners with high,
steady income who want to maximize their retirement contributions
and guaranteed retirement income. These plans come with required
annual funding and greater administrative complexity.

Businesses with employees can also consider an SEP plan, although
it only allows for employer contributions. Other plan options include:

* The SIMPLE IRA (savings incentive match plan for employees)
can work well for companies with 100 or fewer employees seeking a
low-maintenance option. Employer contributions are required, and it
has lower contribution limits compared to other plan types.

e Traditional 401(k) plans offer maximum flexibility by allowing
both employee salary deferrals and employer contributions that can

make required employer contributions.

* A cash balance plan is often paired with another plan type, such as
a401(k), to allow greater retirement savings. It works well when you
have a smaller company with high-earning employees and consistent
cash flow, and you’re comfortable making required contributions.

Each plan type involves different eligibility requirements, estab-
lishment deadlines, contribution limits, complexity and costs. In
determining a workplace retirement plan that's right for your business,
you'll want to consider your number of employees, desired contribu-
tion levels, comfort with required employer contributions and will-
ingness to handle administrative responsibilities. And, of course, the
goals for your business and your own retirement are important criteria.

Fortunately, you don’t have to navigate this decision alone. A
financial advisor can help you evaluate the trade-offs among different
plan types and select the option that best fits your situation. They can
explain how various plans work and guide you through the setup
process.

Starting a workplace retirement plan is an investment in your
future, your business and your employees. With professional guid-
ance, you can find a plan that helps everyone build financial security
while positioning your business for continued success.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

When the porch chairs come back

There is a certain day every year when you realize the

LANTERNS ALONG  to finish the last of a cup of coffee. Sometimes long enough

town has put its chairs back outside. MAIN STREET  to watch the sky change color without quite meaning to.
Not folding chairs for a parade or a cookout. I mean the By CHARLES Those chairs make that possible.

ordinary chairs. The ones that live on front porches, at the

edge of driveways, beside garage doors, or near the front

walk where the afternoon sun lingers the longest. One week they are
not there. The next week they are everywhere.

You do not see them arrive. They simply reappear, as if they had
been waiting all winter for permission.

I noticed the first one this year outside a house on a side street I
drive through often. A plain wooden chair, nothing special about it,
set just far enough from the front door that someone could sit com-
fortably and watch the street without feeling like they were blocking
the entrance. Two days later there were three more on the same block.
By the end of the week it felt as though the whole neighborhood had
quietly decided it was time again.

Porch chairs change the pace of a town.

When people sit outside, they notice things. They see who walks
by with a dog that is getting older. They notice which kid has sud-
denly outgrown last year’s bicycle. They wave to someone who has
lived three houses down for 20 years, but whose schedule never
quite lined up with theirs until now.

You cannot do that from inside.

Winter encourages us to keep moving. We arrive home and go
straight indoors. We close the door and settle into the evening.
Spring invites us to pause again. Not for long stretches, necessarily.
Sometimes just five minutes before supper. Sometimes long enough

When I was younger, it seemed as though there was

always someone sitting outside somewhere along the street.

Not every house. But enough that you never felt alone walking past.

There was usually someone who would nod, or raise a hand, or ask
how things were going even if they did not expect a long answer.

That kind of presence is easy to overlook until it returns.

I passed one house the other evening where two chairs had been
placed side by side near the front steps. No one was sitting in them at the
time, but they faced the road in a way that made it clear they would be
used soon. A little farther along, someone had set a single chair near the
edge of a driveway where the late sun reached just before disappearing
behind the trees. Down the block, another chair rested beside a small
table that looked as though it had held a glass of iced tea not long before.

None of these things were remarkable on their own. Taken together,
they made the street feel open again.

A porch chair is a small declaration. It says someone plans to be
outside for a while. It says the day has stretched enough to make room
for sitting instead of hurrying. It says the neighborhood is not only a
place we pass through, but a place we share.

I always like the week when the chairs come back. It means the
season has turned in a quiet but dependable way. And it means that
before long, someone will be sitting in one of them, watching the
evening settle over the street the same way people here always have.

TO THE EDITOR

[ like Mike

To the Editor:

Town elections will soon be held in Charlton on Saturday, May
2. It would be wonderful to see as large a turnout as the last presi-
dential election! I am asking for every registered voter to take a few
minutes and get to the polls.

Mike Kavorkian deserves your vote for Selectman. I’ve known
Mike since he was a teen, he worked for me at Steve’s Video and
proved to be a very fast learner, a reliable and extremely trustworthy
individual. Mike served in the Marines and is now raising his family
in town. His mom set a good example for community service as she

was on several boards.

He’s open to conversation from everyone on what matters most
to them and I honestly feel that he will be an asset to the town as he
represents us all. I know he’s taking the time to make phone calls to
speak to individuals to learn what the important issues are to them
because he genuinely cares.

Voting takes place at Heritage School gymnasium from 8 a.m. until 8
pm.Ilike Mike, and I will be casting my vote for him. Won’t you join me?
Jamie Zeveska

Charlton

Experience matters on the Charlton Select Board

To the Editor:

Bruce Menin possesses the right balance of experience, creativity,
civility, and common sense. Having spent much of his career working
in the non-profit sector, Bruce knows the importance of fiscal prudency.
He has a long history of collaborating creatively to reach new solutions
when others thought it couldn’t be done. Rolling up his sleeves, Bruce
always steps up when the community has a need. Most recently having
served on the Charlton Cultural Council, the Senior/Community Center
Feasibility Committee, as a volunteer at Overlook and at our own Senior
Center, Bruce always leads the charge to help his fellow neighbors.

Before relocating to Charlton, Bruce served proudly for 22 years

Bruce will produce!

on the Newburyport School Committee and brings a wealth of
municipal experience dealing with budgets, contract negotiations,
capital projects and capital renovations, just to name a few. For 10
years, he was the Executive Director of the National Association
of Consumer Advocates. Bruce has spent his life listening and
advocating for his neighbors and he is ready to actively support the
citizens of Charlton as a Select Board member.
Please Vote May 2 to elect Bruce Menin to the Charlton Select
Board seat 5 because experience matters!
Anthony M. Aube
Charlton

also has extensive experience in public ser-
vice. He currently serves on the Charlton
Cultural Council and the Senior/Community
Center Siting Feasibility Committee. He vol-
unteers at the Charlton Senior Center, facili-
tating a writer’s workshop, and at Overlook,
facilitating a playwriting workshop. Why are
these endeavors important? Because they are
evidence that Bruce not only “talks the talk,”

he “walks the walk.” He maintains the belief
that we are a community of individuals with
many different interests and priorities, but we
can do more by respectfully working together.

Someone recently asked Bruce why they
should vote for him instead of his opponent.
A lesser candidate would have taken that
opportunity to bad-mouth his opponent, but
Bruce replied that he was running for the

position, not against the other candidate.
And he steered him to more information
on his Facebook page. (Bruce Menin for
Charlton Select Board) That’s the kind of
leadership I’m voting for! Please join me in
voting on May 2 at Heritage School.
Nancy Tully
Charlton

Bruce Menin has the goods

To the Editor:

Town elections in Charlton are rapidly approaching on
Saturday, May 2.

I am looking forward to this election in particular because we
have the opportunity to elect a most qualified candidate, Bruce
Menin. He has an exceptional resumé that dovetails perfectly with

the position he seeks. Furthermore, he has the demeanor that allows
him to work collaboratively with others. I recommend checking
out his Facebook page. It's an impressive read. He's got the goods!

Timothy Dada
Charlton

Earth Day is every day

To the Editor:

I did the Earth Day/Arbor Day clean up in town on Saturday,
April 25. It was so nice to see the flowers and bulbs blooming
around town, to see the leaf buds, and to hear the birds and insects
active! It was doubly nice to have a resident come up and thank
me. Not only did she thank me, but she said to me, "I have an
errand to run and then i am going to help!" And she did!

Seeing nice Spring activity is a good time to encourage you all
to participate in No Mow May. Dedicate all 31 days of May to
helping our fellow Earthlings get a good start in life! Remember
we depend on them to pollinate our crops so let's help them out,
too! The butterflies, moths, and insects will thank you! Glance at
any catch-basins near you and see if they are full- report to the

town to have them cleared so we don't get flooded by stormwater.
Please don't worry about the "weeds" that may grow up. Many
folks don't like them because they can spread. Recognize their
beneficial uses: dandelions have many medicinal uses and can
be dried and used as a tea. If you use the dandelion after it has
bloomed but before it goes to seed (that grey-white seedhead
that is easily blown or carried by wind), you will avoid that (but
provide good nutrition for passing pollinators!). Dandelions have
a long taproot that can be harvested, chopped, dried and used as a
coffee substitute!
Earth Day is every day! So is Arbor Day! Happy Spring!
Maureen Doyle
Southbridge
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Burgess third graders kick oft
Sturbridge celebration of America 250

STURBRIDGE — One-hundred and
twenty “Happy Birthday America”
cards created by Burgess Elementary
School third graders are now hanging
in the Senior Center. This project was
developed in collaboration with the
Sturbridge America 250th Anniversary
Committee, established in January
2025. In the coming months, residents
and visitors will enjoy a number of
community programs created by and
coordinated with this Committee.

Expect to see special commemorative
banners featuring an historical flag
posted on poles along Routes 20 and
131. Look for programs focusing on the
history of America at the Joshua Hyde
Public Library, and from the Sturbridge
Historical Society. Old Sturbridge
Village is hosting Revolutionary
Game Nights at the Ox & Yoke Café.
Participants will have the chance to
win prizes such as special event tickets,
Village crafts, and more! Check out
“Revolutionary Bingo” March 27 and
May 29 and “Revolutionary Trivia”
Feb. 27, April 24, and June 26. For

more information about these events
and the many other new 250th events
that the Village will be hosting, go to:
0sv.org.

Additional events sponsored by the
Committee include an essay program
for Grade 5 students titled “What
Does America Mean to You?” with
an option for students to voluntarily
submit essays to a Town-wide recog-
nition contest. Local restaurants will
participate in a “Taste of Sturbridge”
event during March and April featur-
ing patriotic-themed offerings. Opacum
Land Trust will incorporate Sturbridge
historical landmarks into its April 2026
Vacation Scavenger Hunt. Also planned
for May at the Senior Center are a tree
planting and the burying of a time
capsule

Events will culminate in May and
June. A Family Fun Day on May 16
features a Children’s Bike Decorating
and Parade, followed with activities
on the Common including: a Mini
Big-Top Circus, face painting, T-shirt
decorating, yard games, potato sack

Gateway Players brings
“Charlottes Web” to life
with youth production

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players
Theatre in Southbridge presents the chil-
dren’s production of "Charlotte’s Web.”
Adapted by Joseph Robinette. Based on
the book by E.B. White. Performance
dates are May 1 and 2 at 7 p.m., May 3
at 2 p.m., and May 8 and 9 at 7 p.m. The
performances are held at Fellowship Hall
of Elm Street Congregational Church, 61
Elm St. in Southbridge. Entrance is on
Park Street (around the corner). Directed
by Lou-Ellen Corkum, Produced by
Stephanie Ruggiere. Presented by per-
mission through special arrangement
with Dramatic Publishing.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $15 for
seniors and youth under 18. Tickets may
be reserved by calling Gateway at 508-
764-4531. Online credit card ticket sales
are available at

The Children's Literature Association
named this "the best American chil-
dren's book of the past two hundred
years," and Joseph Robinette, working

with the advice of E.B. White, has cre-
ated a play that captures this work in a
thrilling and utterly practical theatrical
presentation. The costumes and unit
set may be simple or as colorful and
elaborate as you wish; it's the story and
relationships that make the show. All the
enchanting characters are here: Wilbur,
the irresistible young pig who desper-
ately wants to avoid the butcher; Fern, a
girl who understands what animals say
to each other; Templeton, the gluttonous
rat who can occasionally be talked into
a good deed; the Zuckerman family; the
Arables; and, most of all, the extraor-
dinary spider, Charlotte, who proves
to be “a true friend and a good writer.”
Determined to save Wilbur, Charlotte
begins her campaign with the "miracle"
of her web in which she writes, "Some
pig." It's the beginning of a victorious
campaign which ultimately ends with
the now-safe Wilbur doing what is most
important to Charlotte.

and 3-legged races, music and more. A
hot dog cart will also be available. The
Committee’s signature event will be
held on June 27, 2026 and will feature
a parade along Route 20 and Route 131,
followed by a community festival on
the Town Common. More information
on these events will be forthcoming.
Volunteer recruitment and commu-
nity engagement have been central to
the Committee’s work. The Committee

extends its appreciation to all residents,
volunteers, nonprofit organizations,
and local businesses supporting the
America 250th Anniversary celebra-
tion. If you are interested in participat-
ing in either/both the Family Fun Day
and the Parade, or simply wish to find
more information, please contact the
Sturbridge250 Committee by email at
Sturbridge250 @ gmail.com.

Actors sought for living

history cemetery tour!

BRIMFIELD — As part of
Brimfield’s 250th celebration of the
American Revolution, a living history
cemetery tour is being planned for June
13. The tour includes powerful stories
of the men who left home to serve in
the patriot cause and the families they
left behind. Registration details to fol-
low.

ANGE

Organizers are seeking a male actor
to portray a notable Brimfield resident
whose family sent fourteen men to
fight for freedom. Narrators, who will
read short graveside scripts, are also
needed. Contact Sue DeBruin through
the Friends of Historic Brimfield at
(413) 239-0288 to lend your talents and
make history come alive!
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ASPHALT PAVING

DAVE’S
APPLIANGE Inc.
NEW & USED APPLIANGES

WASHER/

DRYER SALE

$549/ EACH @
508-867-3122 &
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7=~
www.davesapp.com ]
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

All
Major
Brands
Sales &

@La - -
WT6105CW
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 » Sat 10-3

Service

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

r"Quality counts
when no one

is looking." _BBB.
Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 © 7&&
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator J

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

Community
Connection

‘Covmies JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

—

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

'@ orselllumberiCojinct
|~ Building Materials & Supplies A
Lumber ° Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall » Ceilings  Flooring
Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing
i Windows ¢ Doors * Concrete Block

- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber
Boards * Timbers * Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550

www.morse-lumber.com

—

= -
w0l Free Jc800=764-323 1 {6 Sy barePd ]
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MEEPRL Tanks Filled

[ $4.99 301-500...........8225 g 80%
50-75 s $3.49 500 PLUS v $2.10 )
76-150.crvvrr $2.95 DUI FUEL o $375  Driver
151-300.00000ne $2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 4/27/26 was $4-69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘a

*prices subject to change

e=E
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Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ HZAL

BRILLIANCE YOU

DESERVE® ]

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

s
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rooked

TAICK NUCK .‘t"-“"

L)
.

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 » FAX: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR

WEEKLY SPECIALS!
7
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7

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Cornerstone Bank supports Ecolarium’s
“The Secret World of Elephants” exhibition

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank
has donated $25,000 to the EcoTarium
museum of science and nature, to spon-
sor The Secret World of Elephants
exhibition.

The donation will help defray the
more than $600,000 cost of bringing
the traveling exhibit from the American
Museum of Natural History in New York
to Worcester for a six-month stay from
March through September 2026. The
EcoTarium expects more than 100,000
visitors to experience the exhibit, which
will not travel to Boston.

“The Secret World of Elephants”
explores the science, behavior and
impact of elephants through immersive
displays including a life-size woolly
mammoth, detailed models of modern
elephants, touchable casts, interactive
exhibits and video experiences. Visitors
will learn how elephants communicate,
sense vibrations through their feet, use
the 16 powerful muscles in their trunks
and shape the ecosystems around them.

“Supporting organizations that
expand access to education and science
is central to our community mission,”
said Todd Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone
Bank . “We are proud to help bring this
extraordinary exhibition to the region
and make it accessible to families, stu-

dents and visitors across Central and [ __

Western Massachusetts.”

QCC leading the way
in apprenticeship degrees

WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond
Community College is developing appren-
ticeship degrees that combine paid work
experience with academic credentials in mul-
tiple industries. This includes the first prac-
tical nursing apprenticeship degree program
in Massachusetts, which launched earlier
this year. QCC also offers a medical assistant
apprenticeship degree and will expand its
offerings this fall to include cybersecurity and
early childhood education.

"Apprenticeship degrees bridge the gap
between education and real-world expertise.
They empower individuals to build skills
with purpose, strengthen local industries and
create a workforce that is prepared, adaptable
and essential to a thriving society," said QCC
President Dr. Luis Pedraja.

QCC offers registered apprenticeship mod-
els that similarly follow a learn-and-earn
model, but some positions, such as a licensed
practical nurse (LPN), still require a degree.
QCC's apprentice degree programs satisfy
this need and provide pathways for both
incumbent workers and new hires. Classroom
instruction through QCC is followed by
implementing skills in the workplace under
the supervision of a journey coach, an experi-
enced professional at the apprentice’s current
employer.

For students like Lina Un, who has been
a medical assistant with Reliant Medical
Group, the LPN apprenticeship degree is
a way to learn in her existing work envi-
ronment and advance to her dream job,
while continuing to raise three children. Un
described healthcare as her calling to give

back, after witnessing the compassion of
nurses and doctors during her mother’s long
battle with cancer.

“We all want to become more, but you
can’t stop working, especially with a family
to support,” Un said. “This is a great program
for anyone to be able to continue working
and learning.”

Margaret St. John currently works as a
certified nursing assistant for Reliant Medical
Group and eagerly accepted the opportunity
to join QCC’s medical assistant apprentice-
ship degree program when she heard about it
through her supervisor.

“It’s life-changing. The fact that this com-
pany is willing to invest in its employees
means the world to me and makes me feel
appreciated and committed,” St. John said.

St. John’s attitude aligns with current data
from the U.S. Department of Labor, indicat-
ing that 90 percent of registered apprentice-
ship participants retain employment after
program completion.

Employer SALMON Health and
Retirement partnered with QCC’s apprentice-
ship degree program to develop its staff and
address the need for nurses in Massachusetts.

“It’s a win-win for the company. We’re
getting vetted staff who we know are great
employees, and they are provided contin-
ued education in their field. We want our
staff to look at this as more than a job, but a
career with a lot of opportunity and growth,”
said SALMON’s Chief People Officer, Scott
Laakso, adding, “QCC has always been easy
to work with and willing to listen to our
needs.”

Massasoit Art Guild announces

Spring Small Works show at

Leicester Public Library

LEICESTER — The Massasoit Art Guild
will present its Spring Small Works Art and
Photography Show from April 30 through
May 27 at the Leicester Public Library,
offering visitors a chance to view a wide
range of compact-format artwork created by
guild members from across the region.

The members-only exhibition will feature
original pieces limited to a maximum size
of 12 by 14 inches, measured by outside
frame dimensions. Artists may submit up to
two entries each. Organizers said the small-
er format encourages experimentation and
accessibility while allowing a broad range of
styles and media to be displayed in a shared
community setting.

The show will be judged as a single
category rather than divided by medium.
Awards will be presented for first, second
and third place, along with an honorary
mention. A People’s Choice selection will
also be recognized. Ribbon prizes will be
awarded to winners.

Artwork drop-off and check-in is sched-
uled for Thursday, April 30, from 9:30
to 11 am. in the library’s ground-floor
Community Room. Later that day, the guild
will host a public meet-and-greet recep-
tion with participating artists from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. in the same location. Organizers

encourage all participating artists to attend
the reception to connect with visitors and
fellow exhibitors.

The exhibition will remain on display
during regular library hours through May
27. Pick-up for submitted artwork is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 28, from 9:30 to 11
a.m., again in the Community Room.

Registration for the show opened Feb. 22
and continues through April 15, or until avail-
able space is filled. Advance registration is
required, and artists must complete the entry
process through the guild’s website.

Guild representatives said the annual
small works exhibition provides an oppor-
tunity for artists to present new material
while also introducing local audiences to
the range of talent within the organization.
The show is designed to be approachable for
both established artists and newer members
interested in exhibiting their work publicly.

Support for the exhibition is provided
in part through a grant from the Spencer
Cultural Council, a local agency supported
by the Mass Cultural Council.

Additional information about show rules
and registration is available through the
Massasoit Art Guild website. Questions may
also be directed to the organization by email
at massasoitartguild@gmail .com.

Courtesy

Sean Duke, Market Manager; Kim Drudi, Commercial Services Officer (ASB); Julie Mann, Executive
Assistant (ASB); Jasondre Williams, Customer Relations Specialist Onboarding Ambassador; Todd
Tallman, CEO; Nicole Gaylord, Community Relations Manager; Madeline Gronski, Community

Relations Assistant; Dan Zona, President.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in
2017, born of a long history of sup-
porting the community, and providing
a strong foundation to help people and
businesses thrive. Serving Worcester
County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and commu-
nity-based banking model enables a
unique ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a personal touch.
Cornerstone, which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating
independently under its own name and
brand, provides the highest level of
service and expertise for individuals,

businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations throughout
Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone
works to connect customers with
opportunities through a broad range of
deposit and loan products and services.
Built on Trust is not just a tagline,
but also one of our guiding corporate
values. Whether a business or personal
partnership, Cornerstone stands on the
foundation that relationships are built
on trust. To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Girls on the Run Worcester
County will host 5K event May 17

WORCESTER — Girls on the Run
Worcester County will host its 5K
event on Sunday, May 17 at Polar Park
in Worcester.

This spring season, Girls on the Run
Worcester County is supporting more
girls than they ever have in a single
season, reaching 986 girls throughout
Worcester County. Girls on the Run
is a physical activity-based, positive
youth development program that uses
fun running games and dynamic dis-
cussions to teach life skills to girls in
3rd to 8th grade. During the eight to
ten-week program, girls participate in
lessons that foster confidence, build
peer connections and encourage com-
munity service while they prepare for
an end-of-season celebratory 5K event.

Participation in the 5K event on May
17 is open to the public and all pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit Girls
on the Run Worcester County. This
season’s 5K event is expected to bring
together approximately 4,000 partici-
pants including program participants,
their family, friends, and community
members. Registration is $55 or $65
for day of registration and includes a
finishers medal. This event is not chip
timed as Girls on the Run volunteer
coaches coach their girls to run at their
“happy pace” and the goal is to cross
the finish line.

The doors will open at Polar Park
at 8:30 a.m., and the run will begin at

10:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 17 at Polar
Park. Early arrival is suggested. For
more information about the event, how
to register and volunteer opportunities,
visit www.gotr-worc.org.

About Girls on the Run

Based in Charlotte, N.C., Girls on the
Run is a nonprofit organization with
local Councils in all 50 states. Founded
in 1996 with 13 girls, Girls on the Run
has now served over 2 million girls.
Over the course of the program, girls in
3rd-8th grade develop essential social,
emotional and physical skills to suc-
cessfully navigate life experiences. The
program culminates with girls positive-
ly impacting their communities through
a service project and being physically
and emotionally prepared to complete
a celebratory 5K event. With the larg-
est 5K series by number of events
in the world, Girls on the Run hosts
more than 330 5Ks per year. Girls on
the Run is included as a top research-
based program in a Social-Emotional
Learning Guide developed by research-
ers at Harvard University and has been
recognized by the National Afterschool
Association (NAA) as one of the most
influential after-school programs. Girls
on the Run is offered in more than
13,000 across the US. Visit {council
website} to learn how to get involved
in your community.

New Bocce League open to community

SOUTHBRIDGE — Bay Path
Continuing  Education &  the
Southbridge Italian Club have teamed
up to launch an exciting new bocce
league on Tuesday nights throughout
May and June.

Bocce is a game that all can enjoy —
no special skills or talents are required!
If you can roll a ball, you can play!
These two community organizations
are thrilled to bring this sport to a wider
audience. Both Bay Path Continuing
Education and the Southbridge Italian
Club are dedicated to offering various
events for people to engage, socialize,
and have fun. This new league is a per-
fect fit. Here are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 — June 30 (eight
weeks)

e Teams of four to eight players

¢ $240 per team

* One game per week at either 6 or
7 p.m.

* Maximum of eight teams — don’t
wait!

0 Only team captains need to register
for their team.

o A brief informational captain meet-
ing will be held before the season
starts.

o Gather your friends (18 and older),
form a team, and come join us for a
fantastic time on the court!

Games will be held at:

Italian American Club

20 North St., Southbridge

To register your team, call Bay Path
Continuing Education at 508-248-5971,
ext. 1715. Spots for teams are limited,
so don’t hesitate—call today!
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Camp Invention’s fun, action-packed

summer STEM program coming to area

REGION — Camp Invention®, a
nationally recognized, nonprofit summer
enrichment program, is coming to the
following locations.

Auburn: Auburn Middle School the
week of July 6 - July 10.

Uxbridge: Our Lady of the Valley
Regional School the week of June 22 -
June 26.

Regional program sponsors include
Johnson Controls Foundation and
Overdeck Family Foundation.

A program of the National Inventors
Hall of Fame® in partnership with the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office, Camp Invention challenges chil-
dren in grades K-6 to tap into their nat-
ural curiosity and use their creativity to
solve problems. Through hands-on activ-
ities, Camp Invention promotes STEM
learning; builds confidence, leadership,
perseverance and resourcefulness; and
encourages entrepreneurship - all in a fun
and engaging environment.

Each year, the program features
new curricula inspired by some of our
nation’s most world-changing inventors
- the National Inventors Hall of Fame
Inductees. This year’s Spark program
encourages children to be confident in
their ideas and explore their innovative-
ness through hands-on activities includ-
ing:

e Space Morphers™: Kids build a
DIY rocket and launch an epic mission

to transform a new planet’s atmosphere,
terrain and ecosystem. After a high-en-
ergy Rover Race to collect samples and
data, they grow dazzling crystal trees
and hatch a mysterious animal egg in a
Space Lab.

e Make Waves™ : Campers ride the
waves of entrepreneurship and invention!
Inspired by a surfer’s journey, they create
prototypes, pitch their innovative prod-
ucts to hook investors and build a bill-
board boat to set sail and “make waves”
in the market.

Sophomores named to
Bay Path honor roll

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical School congratulates
the following students in grade 10 on being
named to the honor roll for the third quarter
of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors

Madeline Candice Adugyamfi, Davian
Alexander Alicea Aponte, Matheus Holanda
Antonelli, Nyahlise Lillian Aviles, Isabella
Elizabeth Barrell, Caterina Beverlianna Boon,
Emerson Hagen Borgeson, Benjamin Robert
Brooks, Morgan Lynn Brooks, Julia Rose
Bukowski, Claire Elizabeth Calnan, Derek
Alexander Campos, Keegan Jack Champlin,
Sydney Faustina Chisholm, Noah James
Cole, Alyssa Marie Cuevas, Esmee Elizabeth
Cyr, Ayla Rose Drisco, Alice Marie Dufault,
Christopher Jeremy Feliciano, Brian Thomas
Finnegan, Madelyn Helena Frost, Melody
Starr Fuentes, Alivia Rose Gauvin, Vanessa
Diane Gordon, Yadiel Enrique Hernandez
Navarro, Shaylan Rose Hesselton, Emma
Mae Jalbert, Veronica Mae Jensrud, Jordyn
Kate Labrecque, Isabella Grace Leatham-
Wright, Ginelly Shantel Molina, Carly Jane
Moody, Shea Alfred Mulligan, Teagan
Patrice O’Halloran, Michael Thomas Payson,
Ava Sophia Reed, Ethan Vance Rodriguez,
Alexia Grace Rondeau, Esmerelda Rosario
Tirado, Brianna Jingchen Shi, Paul Joseph
Skarzenski, Victur Manuel Sobinski, Nelson
Tobias Sorto, Victoria Marie Sullivan,
Spencer Thomas Wisniewski

Honors

Arlind Aliu, Chase Michael Anthony,
Yaniel Aviles, Gianna Rae Bedard, Elizabeth
Susan Bennington Lynch, Addam James
Bergeron, Cody James Blair, Brian Bui,
Andrew Mason Carter, Julie Elizabeth
Chenier, Sadie Ann Cleary, Elijah Gabriel
Cornier, Brody James Coughlin, Jackson
Murray Coughlin, Addyson Kaeleigh Coutu,
Blake Nicholas Curboy, Holly Marie Dailey,
Tavis McKinley Davis, Norah Abigail Dean,
Arielle Grace Deauseault, Oliver Gage
DeLorge, Aaron Justin Desautels, Ava Marie
Dufault, Fable Dufresne, Rylie Anne Dwyer,
Dominik John Duziubasik, Madysin Riley
Fitzgerald, Kylee Marie Fournier, Nikolas
William Foustoukos, Anthony Joseph
Fredette, Charlotte Susan May Fredette,
Ryan James Fuller, Jayden Robert Afolabi
Giwa-Bello, Colton Philip Hall, Marcus
Roy Hamilton, Addison Katie Harrington,
Fatima Edilene Herrera, Chloe Rose Hosley,
Colin Henry Joyce, Victoria Rose Kaiser,
Brooke Marie Kasprzak, Brayden Albert
Kraus, Brianna Ashleigh Laforest, Olivia
Corinne LaMountain, Andrew Arthur
Lashua, Wesley Patrick Lawless, Valentina
Medeiros Lima, Juliano Ligeniale Lopez,
Kaitlin Angela Lulu, Emily Ann Macko,
Cynthia Kagan Marc, Julia Danielle Marini,
Aydan Michael Marsh, Sherlyn Mazariegos
Hernandez, Madison Grace McKinstry, John
Steven McMahon, Logan James Mondino,
Ashlyne Emily Monsen, Derek Omar
Morales, Raider Keith Newton, Adalynn
Jane Nietsche, Nathaniel Leif Noyes, Landen
Spencer Olszta, Giavanna Bella Orsi, Gabriel
Armando Ortiz, Julian Thomas Papeirski,
Matilda Cecile Paradis, Jocelyn Rose Peck,
AlJ Jesse Perron, Kurtwood Russell Pettiford,
Parke rJonathan Piehl, Joseph Lewis
Pretty, Blake Leonard Richard, Christopher
Jeffrey Richardson, Shaye Patricia Riley,

Danna Paola Rodriguez Lopez, Emilyanis
Joan Rodriguez, Ava Victoria Rondeau,
Keomar Arnaldo Rosario Sanchez, Isabella
Roszkowski, Aiden Lee Rubito, Liliana
Morgan Rubito, Rianna Gathoni Ruo, Jayden
Jose Santos, Thomas Francis Shivick, Grace
Autumn Shoblom, Alejandro Javier Sierra
Varas, Tatiana Maria Smolynsky, Heather
Holiday Starr, Owen Miles Stewart, Jade
Antonia Stien, Angela Sofia Suarez Pineros,
Nayelis Nahir Torres Godineaux, Olivia Ruth
Torres, Haidynn Anne Tuttle, Shafick Yamal
Vasquez-Grande, Gina Grace Vautour, Castiel
Lee Vazquez, Colin Anthony Vega, Sadie
Mckenna Villegas, Sione Flynn Villegas, Ella
Violette Wall, Thomas Earl Welch, Colby
Deary Wells, Madison Elizabeth Wells,
Riley John West, Sydney Alexandra Winer,
Benjamin Richard Wolanski, Chloe Olivia
Young, Isabella Anne Zorena

Principal’s List

Zachary Barry Barsalou, Abel Pax
Burdick, Collin Edward Burtt, Jowell
Alberto Cedeno, Paul Matthew Ceppetelli,
Ayva Marie Coffey, Aiden Michael Collins,
John Michel Rousseau Daniel, Tristan
Nichole Defazio, Nadya Anita Delgado,
Nicolas James DiGioia, Ian Joseph Fantasia,
Emanuel Jesus Feliciano Rodriguez, Adrie
James Ford, Tyler Blake Friend, Matthew
Donald Graves, Jannie Mahoney Kabba,
Ryan Khai Lima, Amelia Layne Magorian,
Amelia Layne Magorian, Isabella Adeline
Monahan, Marieliz Magdalena Morel,
Bryton Favor Mosong, Anthony Jadon
Ribeiro Ortiz, Saverio James Palaia, Mason
D. Michael Parker, Jacob Louis Pecore, Treva
Mae Plank, Tianyu Qi, Bo Carl Riley, Kayla
Elizabeth Shepard, Gavin Joseph Thompson,
Jamison Douglas Trevallion, Angelina Marie
Vazquez, Joniel Leonardo Velez Diaz, Noah
Joel Waterhouse, Julianis Paola Zayas Rivera

F‘amilg

e Fur-ensics™ : Kids sharpen their ani-
mal detective skills with Cap E. Bara
and a fleet of robotic capybaras. They
investigate a trail of footprints, collect
bits of fluffy fur and examine suspicious
splatters before forensically analyzing
evidence that has a surprising twist.

e The Infringers™ : Campers use their
invention superpowers to solve challeng-
es in their community and around the
world. They miniaturize top-secret inno-
vations, safeguard their designs using

cryptography and protect their intellectu-
al property from the Infringers.

“I love that this camp lets my kids step
out of the usual roles that they have at
home and in school, and explore different
parts of themselves,” said the parent of
2025 Camp Invention campers. “At camp
my son learns to be more creative and my
daughter learns to be more independent.”

All local Camp Invention programs are
facilitated and taught by qualified edu-
cators who reside and teach in the com-
munity. Camp Invention serves 147,000
students every year and partners with
more than 2,600 schools and districts
across the nation. For more information
or to register, visit invent.org/camp.

About Camp Invention

Camp Invention is the only nationally
recognized summer program focused on
creativity, innovation, real-world prob-
lem solving and the spirit of invention.
Through hands-on programming, Camp
Invention encourages children enter-
ing kindergarten through sixth grade to
explore science, technology, engineering
and mathematics curricula inspired by
some of the world's greatest inventors.
Since 1990, our education programs have
served more than 3.3 million children,
and 297,000 teachers and Leadership
Interns. Regional program sponsors
include the United States Patent and
Trademark Office.

Courtesy

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

During the Town of Charlton’s Earth Day Festival at Town Hall, the Charlton Fire Department
hosted a Car Seat Safety Event focused on keeping the community’s youngest members safe
on the road. During the event, certified car seat technicians from the department installed
five new car seats, provided three new car seats free of charge, and checked numerous oth-
ers to ensure they were properly installed and safe. Thanks to a competitive grant received
by the Charlton Fire Department, these vital safety resources were made available to the
community. As a result, more children in Charlton are now riding safely and securely in their
vehicles. The Charlton Fire Department is proud to support the safety and well-being of local
families and appreciates everyone who attended and participated in the event. Photo cour-
tesy of the department’s Facebook page.

Dining & Gift Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 5/1 & SATURDAY 5/2

SWORDFISH
AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033

[e]fe}; M www.charliesdiner.com

E3

Comeonin
or a delicious
meal!

Salem Cross InN,

' RESTAURANT & TAVERN

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Now taking
reservations
. for Mother’s Day

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS
Thursdays- Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 ¢ Fridays- Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8
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Casaubon Senior Center announces upcoming trips

SOUTHBRIDGE —
The Casaubon Senior
Center is sponsoring these
up and coming trips from

And Away We Go Travels
and Best of Times Travel.

jtd1154@yahoo.com or
visit the senior center to

For more information pick up a flyer. A $25.

contact Jeanne Dupuis at deposit is needed at sign
up.

June 20 —Newport

Flower Show-Visits

Bring your
favorite book
to life with
Wales Library

WALES —  Wales
Library patrons of all
ages are welcome to join
the library friends in
the USA 250 anniversa-
ry parade on June 13 in
Brimfield.

Bring your favorite
book, by an American
author, to life!

Costume creation ses-
sions will take place at

the Wales Library 77
Main St., Wales, on April
21,22 & 23, 2:30-4 p.m.
Please register to join us
by calling 413 245-9072.

Anyone wanting to
dress up as a favorite
character or decorate a

the Rosecliff Mansions
gardens and lunch the
Wyndham Newport
Hotel. Lunch choices are
Chicken, scrod or pasta
primavera $129 at per-
son.
July 19

—Day In

Maine Clambake-Short
stops along the way for
shopping and a feast on
Foster’s New England
Clambake. A chicken
meal and vegetarian meal
are offered. $119. a per-
son.

Aug. 29 —Charles
River Cruise-Great two-
hour cruise, lunch at
the Cheesecake Factory
and a trip to Quincy
Market.$145 a person

Sept. 30 — Turkey

Train-A turkey dinner
with all the trimmings
on the Winnipesaukee
Scenic Railroad-$149. a
person and there are no
meal substitutions.

Nov. 29 — Holiday
Jamboree at Ivoryton
Playhouse-First stop is at
the Scotch Plains Tavern
for lunch. Your choice of
chicken, scrod or vegeta-
ble primavera is offered.
The Jamboree plays hom-
age to the Grand Ole

Opry holiday music. $169
a person for a wonderful
way to start the holidays.

We have one overnight
trip to New York City
sponsored by Best of
Times Travel

Sept. 3 & 4. $899 for
double, $1,099 for sin-
gle and $869 for triple
or quad. This includes
a Broadway Show, 911
Memorial and a trip to
the Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island.

Auction Acres to host Seventh

Annual Pioneer Valley Wine Festival

BRIMFIELD —
Brimfield Auction
Acres, birthplace of the
world-famous Brimfield
Antique Shows, will host
the sixth annual Pioneer
Valley Wine Festival
Saturday and Sunday,
June 6 & 7, from noon

stroller... are also wel- to 5 p.m.
come to do so on your 2026 Marks the 7th
own and join the parade year of the Pioneer

with us.

Valley Wine and Food

festival. This exciting
event brings together
New England Wineries,
Cideries, Distilleries, and
Meaderies from across
the Pioneer Valley and
Farmers of many sorts
selling their wares.

The event started in
2018 by the collabora-
tion with farm wineries
throughout New England
and local farmers to cre-

ate a festival to highlight
the magnificent products
Massachusetts provides
all in unison and sup-
port of Massachusetts
Agricultural Department.

The Festival will fea-
ture local vintners and
craft brewers ready to
spill their secrets, Live
Art demonstrations, siz-
zling chef panel starring
culinary celebs - to be

announced soon. Last
year celebrity guests
include; Brynn Gibson,
the youngest Black
Jacket finalist from
Fox’s Hell’s Kitchen
with Gordon Ramsay. We
also have Jared Forman,
the culinary mastermind
behind Deadhorse Hill,
who brought the heat
on Food Network’s Beat
Bobby Flay.

Since 1969

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters ¢ ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 + Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified + RS# 2678 _'E

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

| HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALA

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime

Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

:508-784-1550:

. MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
------------------------l

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOURVISION IN COLOR

SPRING

PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond

before May 30th
Over 15 Years Experience

Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

ome
AQto

CONTRACTING -mnmaz-

ln&oor/Outdoor Remodcllng

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Lan&scaPing

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Black

Diamond
CONTRACTING

<&

Stump Grinding

"~ Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\__AWNMOWER.COM

TR

Sl

ot Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising information, Gall 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

_ Plumbing || _ROOFING | Roofing _ J{TREE SERVICE

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY  Home Improvementlj MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

BONETTI’S
Home Improvement
Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
Siding RETAINING WALLS
Decks OUTDOOR
Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Windows Chimney Repair
5 Doolr:_s - Foundation Repair
asement |n|s_ ing Steps, Patios
Gutters Cleaning Water Proofi
Pressure Washing ater Frooting
Painting Landscaping Walkways
‘ Stone Veneer
Ovsf 22 Yeta,flssfxpeﬁ;?”tce Brick and Block Work
esidential Specialis Cord Wood
Licensed and Insured Brian French
128231
508-347-4906 (413)222-5542
Cell 508-688-0072 cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

275 MIKE LAMBERT'S
3 -
PLUMBING &
o, e | | David
Commercia/ Ba rbale
Residential, ROOFING
New Construction Roofing/Gutters
. Repair Work
369 Main St, _
Ste 4 Fully Licensed
Soencer. MA and Insured
P ’ MA LIC #CS069127
1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721
Fully Insured INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | 0¢ 908-248-6709
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &

SAUNDERS & | [ AERTAL
SONS ROOFING| | TREE
Read i t th
B:t?er%ﬂsrii\g::l Ejreaj. SERVICE
A+ rating and accredited Excavation
member since 2009. Septic system
Call Bill Toll-Free Lot clearing

Retaining walls
Driveway install
40,000 Ib jack

25 yr. labor warranty available hammer
MA Reg #153955 Stump removal
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641 Hazardous tree
Fully Insured, Free Estimates remO\_/aI
Family Owned and Operated| | Seasoned firewood
Now Accepting All Major $300/cord
5 Gredit Cards Complete Site Work
y ACCREDITED
3 EERQ | | 860-382-5071
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Brimfield to mark 250th

anniversary of Independence

BRIMFIELD — Save
the date! On Saturday,
June 13, a communi-
ty-wide celebration
marking the 250th anni-
versary of our nation’s
freedom will take place
in Brimfield.

In recognition of this
year’s historic mile-

ebration is planned.
All are welcome to
attend the day’s events,
which include the fol-
lowing: Revolutionary
War themed cemetery
tours, a ceremony at
the town common gaze-
bo, a parade, and fun-
filled festivities at the

with a spectacular fire-
works display.
Additional details and
updates will be available
through the Friends of
Historic Brimfield event
Web site, www.fohbrim-
field.org. Tax-deductible
donations can also be
made in support of this

tude, donors will be rec-
ognized in the event pro-
gram. Donations can also
be mailed to: Friends of
Historic Brimfield, P.O.
Box 52, Brimfield, MA
01010 with “Spirit of
Brimfield” in the memo.

This event is current-
ly being sponsored by

Classic Hits 97.7 FM. If
you or your company are
interested in any level
of corporate or busi-
ness sponsorship, please
visit the event website
at  www.fohbrimfield.
org. Additional volun-
teers are needed for both
planning and to help
with activities

interested in putting a
float in the parade, con-
tact Friends of Historic
Brimfield at (413) 239-
0288 for more informa-
tion.

Be sure to save the
date for this celebration
of the founding of our
country! More informa-
tion will follow.

stone, a full day of
remembrance and cel-

Brimfield Winery. The
evening will close out

celebration through this
website, and in grati-

the Massachusetts Army
National Guard and

LEGALS

during

the event, or if you are

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on May 13, at 7PM
on the application of Birch Grove
Properties LLC.
The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent
for the proposed installation of a septic
system to replace the existing failed
system within the 100-ft buffer zone to
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The
project location is: 18 Ramshorn Road,
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 74-B-2
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
April 30, 2026

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing
Application for Site Plan Approval
Town of Sturbridge Joshua Hyde
Public Library
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:35 PM in
the Center Office Building located
at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA
01566 and/or by virtual means if
circumstances warrant, in accordance
with applicable law; on the application
of The Town of Sturbridge for the prop-

erty located at 306 Main Street.

The applicant requests Site Plan
Approval as required by the Sturbridge
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan
Review to make ADA improvements to
a new outdoor deck and ramp system
that will provide handicap accessibility
to the lower levels of Joshua Hyde
Public Library as well as accessible
outdoor program space. The base-
ment doors will also be corrected to
meet accessibility standards during
this project as well. All improvements
shall be constructed per the plans
and specifications submitted and the
property location is 306 Main Street,
Sturbridge.

The proposed request can be viewed
at at https://www.sturbridge.gov/plan-
ning-board/pages/recent-filings  or
arrangements can be made to view
the application packet by contacting
the Sturbridge Planning Department.
Any person interested or wishing to be
heard on this proposal should appear
at the time and place designated.
Members of the public may watch
the meeting online via the Town’s on
demand video broadcast or via cable
television on Channel 191.

It is the intent to have this Public
Hearing in person. However, if cir-
cumstances warrant, the Board may
choose to hold this Hearing via virtual
or hybrid (in person and virtual) means.
In the event of a virtual or hybrid
meeting, please follow this link: https://
meet.goto.com/619527397.

Please note that the meeting/hearing
will not be suspended or terminat-
ed if technological problems interrupt
the virtual broadcast, unless otherwise
required by law.

Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

April 23, 2026

April 30, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland

Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on May 13, at 7PM on
the application of the Town of Charlton.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the initiation of an aquatic
management program through the use
of herbicides, algaecides, and a winter
drawdown of Little Nugget Lake. The
project location is: Little Nugget Lake,
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 20A-
A-78
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
April 30, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Lisa S. Phaneuf-
Perry, Raymond K. Perry to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Quicken Loans, LLC,
dated May 3, 2021 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 66563,
Page 353, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present holder, by
assignment from:

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for Quicken Loans, LLC, its
successors and assigns to Rocket
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans,
LLC, recorded on June 12, 2023, in
Book No. 69240, at Page 103
for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 3:00 PM on May 22, 2026,
on the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 294 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale
(Sturbridge), Worcester County,
Massachusetts, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Tax |d Number(s): 173-00443-294
Land situated in the City of Sturbridge
in the County of Worcester in the State
of MA

THE LAND IN STURBRIDGE,
WORCESTER COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS, WITH THE

BUILDINGS THEREON SITUATED
ON THE EASTERLY SIDE OF
BROOKFIELD ROAD (ROUTE 148)
AND BEING LOT 4 AS SHOWN ON
PLAN ENTITLED “PLAN OF LAND OF
LOTS 2-3-4 IN STURBRIDGE, MASS.
OWNED BY SWIACKI REALTY
TRUST DATED AUGUST 20, 1985,
ROBERT F. PARA, LAND SURVEYOR”
SAID PLAN RECORDED WITH
WORCESTER DISTRICT REGISTRY
OF DEEDS IN PLAN BOOK 541, PLAN
77, BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

WESTERLY BY SAID BROOKFIELD
ROAD, (ROUTE 148), 150 FEET;
NORTHERLY BY LAND FORMERLY
OF SWIACKI REALTY TRUST, 290.40
FEET;

EASTERLY BY OTHER LAND OF
SWIACKI REALTY TRUST, 150 FEET;
SOUTHERLY BY LOT 3 ON SAID
PLAN, 290.40 FEET.

CONTAINING 1.00 ACRE.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 44353, Page 360.

These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims

in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:

Adepositof Ten Thousand ($10,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

29093

April 23, 2026

April 30, 2026

May 7, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following
application:
The applicant, Matthew Brady, has
submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Application
on April 14, 2026, for land disturbance
associated with the construction of
a single-family home and associated
site work.
The project site is located at Lot 2
Smith Road, Charlton, MA 01507, and
is also known as: Parcel ID: 6-A-4.16
Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
April 30, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on May 13, at 7PM on
the application of Bruce Taylor.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the proposed construction
of a detached garage and driveway
within the 100-ft buffer zone to a
Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The
project location is: 42 Ramshorn Road,
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 74-B-
4.5
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

April 30, 2026

Town of Sturbridge
Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing Notice Special
Permit
Mark & Anne Carroll
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 6:35 PM
at the Center Office Building locat-
ed at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge,
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if
circumstances warrant, in accordance
with applicable law; on the application
of Mark & Anne Carroll.
The applicant is requesting a Special
Permit pursuant to Article XVIII §300-
18.2 (2) and a Finding pursuant to
Article XV §300-15.2A of the Zoning
Bylaw to demolish the existing sin-
gle-family home and to construct a
new two-story single-family home in
its place. The home will be placed in
the same footprint and an 8’ X 24.2°
addition will be added to the front. A
Special Permit is required to increase
the lot coverage over the 15% maxi-
mum allowed by the zoning bylaw as
shown on the plans and application
submitted. The property is located at
91 Shore Road
The proposed request can be viewed
at https://www.sturbridge.gov/zon-
ing-board-appeals/pages/recent-filings
or arrangements can be made to view
the application packet by contacting
the Sturbridge Planning Department.
Any person interested or wishing to be
heard on this proposal should appear
at the time and place designated.
Members of the public may watch
the meeting online via the Town’s on
demand video broadcast or via cable
television on Channel 191.
It is the intent to have this Public
Hearing in person. However, if cir-
cumstances warrant, the Board may
choose to hold this Hearing via vir-
tual or hybrid (in person and virtual)
means. In the event of a virtual or
hybrid meeting, please follow this link:
https://meet.goto.com/619527397.
Please note that the meeting/hearing
will not be suspended or terminat-
ed if technological problems interrupt
the virtual broadcast, unless otherwise
required by law.
April 30, 2026
May 7, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on May 13, at 7PM on
the application of Jonathan & Kristen
Osterman.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the proposed addition to a
single-family home within the 100-ft
buffer zone to Baker Pond. The project
location is: 97-C Baker Pond Road,
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 80-A-
11
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by
appointment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
April 30, 2026
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Safe Boating certificate courses scheduled
at Milford and Webster locations

REGION — The United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla,
Massachusetts will be instructing two
upcoming boating safety classes that
meet current state mandated educa-
tional requirements.

The Boat America Course is offered
in a one-day format developed to pro-
vide the skills and confidence needed
to explore the coast and inland waters
by boat. Basic knowledge and skills
are needed to have safe and enjoy-
able boating experiences. This course
is perfect for families that have just
purchased any type of boat or are

planning to in the future, and for the
boater keeping up with changes to
boating regulations and laws. Basic
marlinespike seamanship (knots etc.)
will also be included. Successful
completion of the course will certify
any minor, from 12 to 16 years of age,
to operate a powerboat, including a
Personal Water Craft / Jet Ski (for
16 & 17-year-old operators), on all
Massachusetts waters; in conjunction
with the Mass. Environmental Police.
Approved by National Association
of State Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA) it will also cover the

Luis
Age 14
Registration #8311

much he cares about the people in
sense of curiosity, and kind heart,

Massachusetts.

¥ ¥ ¥
a (l’\\ fl’\\

+ % Friday’'s Child &

Luis is an active, outgoing, and inquis-
itive young boy who brings energy and
enthusiasm to everything he does. He
loves spending time outdoors, whether
he’s riding his bike around the neigh-
borhood or showing off his competitive
spirit while playing soccer or basketball.
Luis enjoys staying active and thrives in
environments where he can move, play,
and challenge himself. When he’s not
outside, Luis likes to unwind by playing
video games, giving him a chance to re-

lax while still engaging his curiosity and problem-solving skills. He is also a
thoughtful and caring child who values his relationships—on his birthday, Luis
chose to use his own money to buy presents for his sister, showing just how

his life. With his lively personality, strong
Luis is a joyful and engaging child who

brings both fun and warmth wherever he goes.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21175660323
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

¥ ¥
(l’\\ ((’\\ a;\\

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

GLASSIFIEDS

774-200-7308

requirements to operate a vessel in
most other states & many countries
where boating safety education is
mandatory including RI and CT.

The Hanson-Milone Boater Safety
Act, signed into Mass. Law, will
now requires ALL Mass. motorboat
operators to complete an approved
Safe Boating Certificate course
before April 1, 2026, for anyone born
after 1/1/1998, and by April 1, 2028,
for boaters born before 1/1/1998.
Enforcement of the new law will
begin on September 1, 2026. This
course meets the new Mass. require-
ment. Most boating insurance com-
panies offer a discount on premi-
ums for successful completion of this
course. Participants 16 years old and
under must be accompanied, in per-
son, by a registered parent/guardian.
SPACE IS LIMITED so register soon:

Milford High School - Saturday,
May 2,9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Milford High School cours-
es offered at 31 West Fountain St.,
Milford. Registration is managed
through the Milford Community
School Use Program,

https://milfordcommunitypro-
gram.activityreg.com/selectactivi-
ty_t2.wces#

Adult-Spring-2026 — Education -

Boat America Certificate Class or
call Laura Farrell (508) 478-1119,
email Ifarrell@milfordma.com.

The registration deadline is April
26.

For additional USCGAux. infor-
mation: phil.uscgaux@verizon.net or
(508) 478-3778.

Webster Fire Department -
Saturday, May 16,9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Webster Fire Department Classroom,
55 Thompson Rd., Webster

The registration deadline is May
10.

Contact our Public Education
Officer Phil Kubat for registration
or additional information: email phil.
uscgaux@verizon.net or call (508)
478-3778.

To locate the BA meeting cer-
tification requirements, and other
USCG Auxiliary courses offered go
to: https://www.cgaux.org/boatinged/
class_finder/index.php

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is the
uniformed civilian component of the
U.S. Coast Guard and supports the
Coast Guard in nearly all mission
areas. The Auxiliary was created by
Congress in 1939. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.cgaux.org

Southbridge Lions Club
announces 15th Annual Al DiPetro

Memorial Golf Tournament

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge
Lions Club is preparing to host its
15th Annual Al DiPetro Memorial Golf
Tournament on Friday, May 15, at
Heritage Country Club in Charlton.
The annual event, known for combin-
ing friendly competition with commu-
nity spirit, is expected to draw golfers
of all skill levels for a day of recreation
and fundraising.

Registration will begin at 7 a.m.,
with a shotgun start scheduled for 8:30
a.m. The tournament will follow an A,
B, C, D scramble format, making it
accessible and enjoyable for both expe-
rienced golfers and casual participants.

The entry fee is $150 per player,

which includes greens fees, a golf cart,
lunch and refreshments, tournament
prizes, and a steak or chicken dinner.
Prizes will be awarded to the top three
finishing teams, and a variety of raffle
prizes will also be available.

Advance registration is required.
Those interested in participating can
contact Gary Fontaine at 774-230-1412
or Steve Stella at 508-989-1974, or
reach out to any Southbridge Lions
Club member.

Organizers say the tournament prom-
ises a full day of golf, camaraderie, and
support for local initiatives, continuing
a long-standing tradition of giving back
to the Southbridge community.

BURNS

continued fromcpage Al

her $500 from this fund toward her

project. Anna took the reins and put

Joyce front and center in this project

and is helping carry on Joyce’s legacy

in this town and with our library.
“Anna’s the nicest person I’ve ever

met,” admits Plimpton. “And I’m not

ciizeo NOW HIRING!

Laborers starting at $22 per hour

Merit based bonuses + Holiday bonuses
Company paid certifications

RESTORATION MASONS and ENTRY LEVEL CONSTRUCTION LABORERS

Restoration masons starting pay based on experience
On the job training + Health insurance + Dental insurance
Paid time off + Sick time + 401k with company contributions

Company provided tools, equipment, and PPE

EXPLORE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

AND IF INTERESTED SEE OUR “JOIN OUR TEAM” at www.gnazzo.com

[=]r

YAR%ALE

SATURDAY, MAY 23RD

Universal Tag Parking Lot,
36 Hall Road, Dudley

Early Birds (8am to 9am) e $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc.
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

BOY SCOUT
TROOP 273

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:
Seeking Quality WWiIl & EARLIER

CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

24(27 Support Over 40 years’
[Generous experience.
Reimbursement, Call David
$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847.
Bonus. I'LL COME TO YOU!
Call For Details.
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

« CDL DRIVERS
« GROUNDS PEOPLE

« CLIMBERS

TO APPLY EMAIL OR CALL US AT: LAUREN@BRTREESERVICEMA.COM 774-402-0106

Huge yard/
garage sale

Furniture, jewelry,
linens, cookware, pic-
tures, clothes, books,

and some tools.

May 2nd and 3rd.

Sstarts at 9am.
409 Dresser Hill Rd
Dudley, MA (rt. 31)

surprised she achieved this goal or
that she chose to pursue the highest
honor in scouting with this unique and
educational project that benefits our
community.”

“Since 1912, there have been more
than two million Scouts who have
earned the rank of Eagle,” explains
Chrissy Chamberland, Burns’ former
Scoutmaster of Troop 163. “While this
seems like a lot, only about 6 percent
of all eligible Scouts achieve the rank
of Eagle Scout. Anna is one of 8,000
females who have earned the rank of
Eagle Scout since being allowed in the
program in 2019. As a founding mem-
ber of Troop 163, Anna and eight other
Scouts were the first to form the troop
when females were allowed into the
program. She is the seventh to reach
the rank of Eagle of the original eight,
and the ninth Scout overall to reach
the rank of Eagle within the troop. It
is not an easy task, earning the rank
of Eagle Scout, and we are extremely
proud of what she has accomplished.”

Chamberland adds, “[Anna] is now
the Youth Contingent Leader for the
next National Order of the Arrow
Conference and committee member of
the Admonition Team which promotes
equality and acceptance and works to
make the program more inclusive for
all Scouts.”

Requirements for becoming an Eagle
Scout: Today Scouts must complete
6 ranks: Scout, Tenderfoot, Second
Class, First Class, Star, and Life.
They must earn 21 merit badges, 13 of
which are “Eagle Required” including
ones like: Camping, Cooking, First
Aid, Citizenship in the Community,
and Personal Finance. The other seven
merit badges are of their choosing from
the list of 134 total badges offered.
They must be the rank of First Class
for at least 4 months, holding a leader-
ship position while a First Class Scout.
There is a six-month minimum time
requirement for Star and Life rank,
and they must hold a leadership posi-
tion while in those ranks as well. Then
comes the Eagle Project, a project that
must benefit a school, religious insti-
tution, or community-based program.
It must demonstrate leadership, finan-
cial responsibility, organization skills,
and create a lasting impact.



www .StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, April 30-May 1, 2026« STONEBRIDGE PRESS 11

>
.lg..qll ~ - .n

REAL ESTATE

Y e pp—
{ S 23 6&
hope2o0wn.com >L 2 Southtnidge - 14 Sewant U §<
D 508.943.4333 R RS Featuned Listing! ~
Starnon Pelletien - Owaner Broboer “& Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac! 1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs,
Licensed in MA, CT & RI - = 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC & efficient propane heat. A comfort-
’ \ 2 able open space w/lots of natural light, private main BR w/California clos-
REAL ESTATE GROUP 5

VV = W a nt E ets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap accessible wide-door roll-in shower.
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 icti 1 Bl
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your Listi nref

Offers a half acre of land w/a great lawn, composite deck & shed, a backup
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

generator, recent siding, & a basement w/loads of potential. Convenient
location, close to I-84 & Sturbridge. List Price: $459,000
— —— 05 % ber!
 UWebster Latse Waterjont - Webster - 106 East Main St Featn m“"“”‘”i,g ;Z;;m '
X 22 Uiion Pt \ ﬁi (Zre 12)

Smﬁm&aﬁd&t Oen Foute | Commencial Opportunity! T &

i
May 2, Sat 11-2 [P— -
Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att'd garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus
May 3, Sun- 11-1 1,000 sf +/- finished lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-
Let’s Talk places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
Webster Lake 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, $525,000
Real Estate! Wetster - 24 (oopr RA
Waterfront Lake Snug Vew &de" &WW Style trome
Harbor Villa End Unit! .

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 2 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
- sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out

Most Luxurious &
Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished
condo residence that will i -
provide an exceptional wa-  Gorner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200
terfront lifestyle! Offers an  SF (75x80) Commercial Building, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.
expansive 4600 sf+/ featur-  Economical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its close proxim-
ing 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3ffP|CS &more, all designed for relaxation & conven- ity to Successful National Franchised Businesses generates Significant

1AL ft. Open kltchen/dmmglllvmg

ience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell. Commerce at this Location. Convenient Access. W/ slider. Central AC, garage
List Price: $1,050,000. List Price: $ 615,000 $649,900.00
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugqg
() ) We&z‘m Jaée' Waterfrout 46’41’4’#9.’/ - C 101 _ Weboton Lake — 502 %fm waty paieDSter Lake Waterfront 31 Bayview!!
>{ ) 0@ Tndian Point # 10 “Private TA ¢ §< 11 lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 5

O Astounding  Panoramic  Views  across
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun
drenched from early morning sunrise till
sunset! View the lake from all windows.
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW

w/cathedral ceilings + wall of
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms,
2nd Full bath. Lower level
family room w/walkout to
M water. Wraparound deck, new
4 vinyl railings, terraced yard, L, e R
sandy beach, professional  panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+

0il Heat! Central Air. Garage.  $ 900,000. St SR sl | landscaping. Many Updates Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
- o $775,000  Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

- Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
] CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 7 ACRES LOT!!
Buyer Incenties Available

*New 2400 sq. ft. Colonial *Quality Hardwood Floors
*2.5 Baths * Central Air * 2 Car Garage
*Rough Plumbing for a 3rd Bath
* Quartz Counter-8’ Center Island
*1st Floor Office *Farmers Porch
Overlooking Natural Wooded Setting
T * Agent Incentives
= * Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

126/128 Old Southbridge Rd $700’s

“QORCESTER . Jo-Ann Szymczak
' \ “1 Let’s Talk Real Estate
) May 9th «11am
g ! Booklovers Gourmet,
| £ ] Webster
‘, | FREE CLASS-
”;% g Real Estate Title 5 * Staging
S e ﬁ ;5, *Solar *Home Inspections
*3 BR*1 Acre Lot i\ i *Contracts
*Potential for Family Room *1.5 Baths *Homes for Heroes Program
* New Roof, 200 amp Electric, * Attached Multi-Level *Landlord Tenant Info
New Driveway “2 BR*100+ sq. ft Registrations Sugggested
17 Gray Rd $399,000 28-A Chilmark $319,000 Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

o Ny VN

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl 995@co| com

NEW CLIENT COORDINATOR
Meet Deb Listewnik from Oxford.
We woud love to chat with you about
the Real Estate Market
508-847-0872
Deb will be joining me at o S
"Let's Talk Abut Real Estate” on May 9 « 11am SERVICE

gEIMAx Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
R E / M Ax Szymczak SR at the BOOklOV_eI_‘S Gourmet ; SOLD & SOLDDOLLARVOLUME 4
CRS, GRI, SRES ¥ ; ReMax Vision , g ERAHALLOFFAME [, g
RE/MAX Professional Associates 508-943-7669 i 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = — : ML
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT| [RElSANE RS oISt el e I (AN &) 1o

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

Buying or Selling a home?

Contact Mikaela Today ‘: ’}“J‘“U Ao | ey moeisanew
? wil |-l 73) you'; begi.nning! Let me help you
Got Space. IS NE R T r—

Let us work with you to find your dream home.

.
. Lisa Caron Real Estate Bob Berk REALTOR
m lkaela 42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 Cell : 508-341-8299 Rella Vi
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner V\leorcz:te;sl\‘ﬂo An
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, N 508-367-9226
° 0 S.R§, SRES, PSA MRP, E:PRO, C2EX bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

Call for a free market analysis!

BEMLS| @

stonebridgepress.news i st ennss

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com
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Charlton Garden Club Plant Sale

CHARLTON

Once again,
it’s time for the
Charlton Garden
Club’s annual
plant sale. Held
on the Common
on Saturday, May
16 from 9 a.m.
to noon, the sale
offers a wide vari-
ety of flowering
annuals and peren-
nials, vegetables
and herbs, as well
as woody plants.
Come peruse our
plant  selection,
check out the
Garden Treasures
table, and be sure

fundralser set for M y 16'

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTER

389 Main Street,

Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)

508-885-3560

11" Hangm Baskets

2 for $42

or $24.99 ea.

to bring a half

cup of soil for
a free pH test.
Massachusetts
Master Gardeners
will be on hand to
answer your gar-
dening queries.
The  Charlton
Garden Club was
started 89 years
ago by a group
of 12 women,
all wanting to
share their inter-
est in gardening.
It didn’t take
them too long to
find like-mind-
ed individuals in
the community
and the Charlton
Garden Club was
formed. The club
has met continu-

308 4
LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYSAW
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

bsite |
or Facebook page

Please visit our we

for our full men

EAST BROOKFI

Find us on
Facebook

308 MAIN STREET

774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

DINING ON LAKE LA

4/24 Jonny Taylor
4/25 Missy’s Music Mix
5/1 Ryan Hood
5/8 Tim Kay

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99

EEK

CASUAL WATERFRONT

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY
7709

Three-Course Meal Deals

Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday, >

SHAWAY

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

ELD

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

iy -

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile

QueenM

$399°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

N &

attress Only

. —:_5_‘_ _-,-h_;,ﬁ- —

Make
Reservations
for our
Mothers’

=~ Day Brunch

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

M

TEMPUR-PEDIC

\’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

241 Providence Rd. Mon-~Wed. 9:30
Whitinsville, MA 01588

(508) 234-8777

STEARNS
& FOSTER

AM-6PM

Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

ously since 1937
except for a brief
time during World
War II due to gas
rationing. At least
300 members
have participat-
ed in and enjoyed
the club’s activi-
ties. Presently, the
club meets on the
second Monday
of the month
(March through
December) typi-
cally at 6:30 p.m.
in the Community
Room at the
Charlton Public
Library. All
are welcome to
attend our adver-
tised meetings at
no charge. Those

wanting to join the
Charlton Garden
Club would be
asked to pay annu-
al dues.

The purpose
of the Charlton
Garden Club is
“To create inter-
est in gardening
in all its branch-
es and encourage
the beautification
of home and com-
munity.” The plant
sale is our major
fundraiser  with
funds used for
speakers and com-
munity beautifica-
tion projects. Each
year club members
plant flowers at the
Morton Memorial

as well as beds
on other parts of
the Common. At
Olde Home Day,
the club sets up a
flower show with
arrangements from
club members for
pleasant viewing
by all. Throughout
the years, the club
has planted trees
and flowers at our
schools, police
station, town hall
and churches. In
the past, scholar-
ships were award-
ed to Shepherd
Hill or Bay Path
students entering
horticultural relat-
ed fields.

The  Charlton

Garden club
offers opportuni-
ties to learn more
about plants and
the environment,
to participate in
community beau-
tification projects
as well as to instill
an appreciation
for our natural
resources. Plus, it
is a great place to
meet other local
gardening enthusi-
asts. Those inter-
ested in learning
more about the
garden club, can
email us at charl-
tongardenclub@
gmail.com.

Charlton Garden
Club meets May 11

CHARLTON — Come and join the
Charlton Garden Club for its next

monthly meeting!
Our Monday,

May

11 meeting

welcomes all to a free program on
Hydrangeas. Cheryl Monroe is a cer-
tified Massachusetts Master Gardener
and avid gardener who follows the
motto ‘Pretty it up’ and strives to
have beautiful pest free gardens on her
one-acre plot in central Massachusetts
where she grows close to 100 clema-
tis species and hybrids, dozens upon
dozens of ornamental vines, hundreds
of perennials, and a large variety of
both deciduous and coniferous trees

and shrubs.

Whether you’re a novice or accom-
plished gardener, the Charlton Garden
Club is a great place to meet other gar-
dening enthusiasts, learn about plants
and planting, and to share your garden-
ing tips and experiences.

This meeting will be held at 6:30
p.m. at the Charlton Public Library.
Also save the date, May 16, for our
Plant Sale on the Common from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Bring a half cup of soil
for a free pH test and your questions
for Master Gardeners to answer. For
more information about the Charlton
Garden Club, please email charltongar-
denclub@gmail.com.

May gardening calendar

Create a small nursery bed to start
plants from seeds or cuttings and to
nurse small plants along. Put it in an
area that is used often to make check-

ing on plants easy.

Plant dahlias for color from midsea-

son until frost.

If daffodils had lots of foliage and
few flowers, dig and divide them.

Tender tomato and pepper plants can
be set out from mid to late May, weath-

er depending.

Look for tent caterpillars in wild
cherry, apple and plum trees. Manually
remove them or make a hole in their
webbing and spray with Bt.

Once new growth is seen on broad-
leaved evergreens, prune out any win-

ter killed stems.

Be creative when planting up con-
tainers for Memorial Day remembranc-

€s.

Cut back pansies slightly and keep
removing spent blooms to encourage

flowering.

Begin pinching mums and asters for
bushier, more compact plants.

Sow seeds of biennials like Sweet
William, Canterbury bells and wall-
flowers in nursery beds and transplant
seedlings later in the season to their

final location.
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