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Sturbridge 
looks at fiscal 

issues
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 STURBRIDGE – The town got its first general 
look at the $42 million fiscal 2025 budget April 9, 
with Town Administrator Robin Grimm's presen-
tation to both selectmen and Finance Committee. 
Instead of  a breakdown of  the plan itself, it was 
more of  a look at issues the town faces financially.

One of  them, which Grimm noted is some-
what unusual, is “how much this town relies on 
its hotel and meal taxes.” That comprises about 
18 percent of  Sturbridge's revenue, and makes it 

TRHS presents 
“Little Shop of Horrors” May 3-4

Courtesy photo

The Tantasqua Regional High School Drama Club invites community members to its productions of “Little Shop of Horrors” 
May 3-4 in the TRHS auditorium.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
NEWS STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE – The 
Tantasqua Regional 
High School Drama Club 
invites community mem-
bers to its productions of 
“Little Shop of  Horrors.”

Performances will 
take place on Friday, May 
3, at 7 p.m., as well as on 
Saturday, May 4, at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. All perfor-
mances will take place at 
the TRHS auditorium. 

“Little Shop of  Hor-
rors” follows the meek, 
well-meaning Seymour 
Krelborn as he works at 
a struggling flower shop 
on Skid Row. One day, 
Seymour’s luck begins to 

change when a mysteri-
ous, smooth-talking plant 
appears out of  nowhere 
during a total eclipse of 
the sun. The plant prom-
ises the young botanist 
fame and fortune…as 
long as Seymour prom-
ises to feed it blood in ex-
change. 

As Seymour struggles 
to keep the plant fed and 
happy, the plant's insatia-
ble appetite grows, lead-
ing to a series of  darkly 
comedic and increasing-
ly outrageous events. 

“The best way to end 
my senior year is to be in 

an amazing production 
with my favorite people 
to perform with,” said 
Emma Lord.

Added fellow senior 

Layne Holcomb, “I love 
getting together to re-
view music and practice 
lines. Everyone is always 

Citizen input 
sought for 

hazard plan
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 SOUTHBRIDGE – The town and FEMA want 
your input to update Southbridge's Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan for the next five years.

The process actually began earlier this year, but 
it's now reaching the public comment stage. The 
draft plan and survey are available under “Support-
ing Documents” at https://southbridge.civilspace.
io/en/projects/update-to-southbridge-s-hazard-mit-
igation-plan. The latter will be open until May 10. 
At some point after that, they're planning a public 
hearing as well, but it has not yet been scheduled.

According to FEMA's James Mannion, this proj-
ect is one of  many the agency is doing as part of  its 
shift from “reactive disaster spending” to making 
“stronger infrastructure and current plans” to pro-
mote community resilience. Doing it makes South-
bridge eligible for federal grants that “prioritize 
projects to protect a community from disaster,” he 
said, noting the goal is to build “a very strong foun-
dation for what's going to be built in the future.”

The project lead is Sarah Baryluk, who said the 
process to date has involved discussions with some 
town entities, but not all. She said interviews so far 
have revealed key concerns which were “not a huge 
180 from the previous plan,” but revealed many par-
ticipants “feel Southbridge isn't prepared for a nat-
ural disaster.” 

The foci still include heavy snow, thunderstorms, 
and flooding, but she said two of  the 10 hazards they 
look at have notably risen in priority – extreme tem-
peratures and flooding. With climate change, losing 
forest cover, and stormwater drainage issues, she 
said Southbridge needs to look at how it (re)devel-
ops in certain parts of  town that might expose peo-
ple to such hazards. To the Planning Board, she also 
noted the plan looks at how climate change will af-
fect each hazard.

“A lot of  people don't really know how serious 
those hazards can be, or how to prepare for them,” 
Baryluk told the Conservation Commission last 
week. FEMA's goal is to “prioritize projects that not 
only mitigate natural hazards, but…also can pro-
vide benefits all year round.”

Like the state's Municipal Vulnerability Pro-
gram, the HMP focuses on “nature-based solutions,” 
which she said, “align well with Southbridge's pri-
orities.” Southbridge undertook that planning 
process about two years ago, and this plan is being 
drafted to work with that one. The draft plan has 
a list of  key projects and potential funding sourc-

Zero-based budget 
to go before 

Charlton voters
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Town of  Charlton has final-
ized a proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2025 which 
will go before the voters next month during the An-
nual Town Meeting. The spending plan falls within 
the limits of  Proposition 2 ½ and will not require an 
override, but that doesn’t mean the spending plan 
lacks increases in both general government and ed-
ucation spending.

Town Administrator Andrew Golas presented 
the proposed budget to Selectmen on April 9 which 
comes in 8.2 percent higher than Fiscal Year 2024, 
equivalent to $3,086,978. Over $1.9 million, or 10 per-
cent, of  the increase is the result of  educational costs 
after the Dudley-Charlton Regional School Commit-
tee sent a level funding spending plan to both Dudley 
and Charlton. Golas noted that even with the substan-
tial increase the education spending plan is still af-
fordable for Charlton and that the spending plan is a 
“zero-based budget” that will not require an override 
above the limitations of  Proposition 2 ½.

Magical mischief at the Senior Center
SOUTHBRIDGE – 

Many kids of  all ages 
have at least toyed with 
the idea of  magic, wish-
ing they could do the 
things fantasy heroes or 
dreams depict.

Years ago, Ed Cope was 
one of  them. Saying he 
was “inspired by Dumb-
ledore” of  the Harry Pot-
ter series, “I wanted to 
make things disappear at 
my fingertips.” In school 
25 years ago, he became 
“the kid who knew some 
magic,” but turned it into 
a full-time occupation in 
2006 after trying his hand 
at a dozen other things 
that simply didn't hold 
his interest very long.

Last week he brought 
his “Ed the Wizard” show 
to the Senior Center, 
focusing his sleight of 
hand mostly on the kids 
but with punny jokes that 
mostly appealed to the 
adults in the audience. 
(He was also recently at 
the library's children’s' 
room.)

Gus Steeves 

Vera correctly guesses that grandmother Darlene Marcucci was thinking about the Golden 
Egg card.

Gus Steeves 

With the help of Vera (left) and Savannah (right), Ed prepares to cut Maeve in half with a rope.
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QCC transfer stu-
dents will also have im-
mediate access to WPI’s 
Career Development 
Center and summer re-
search opportunities. In 

addition, admitted stu-
dents will be required 
to take a semester-long 
transfer transition 
program and receive a 
summer undergraduate 

course tuition waiver 
for one course taken in 
each of  two summers, 
during their enrollment 
at WPI. Additional op-
portunities are available 
for qualified students 
to pursue graduate pro-
gramming upon enroll-

ment at WPI.

Information about 
admissions and appli-
cation requirements for 
transfer students as well 
as transfer agreements 
can be found atwww.
wpi.edu/+transfer.

W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond Com-
munity College and 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute have signed an 
institutional articula-
tion agreement for QCC 
students transferring 
into WPI, guaranteeing 
them admission to WPI 
when they meet program 
requirements.

Since 1989, over 400 
QCC students have 
transferred into WPI 
after completing their 
associate degree. Now, 
with the signing of  this 
new agreement, there 
will be expanded path-
ways for transfer stu-
dents, ensuring more in-
dividuals have access to 
the education and train-
ing needed to meet work-
force demands in STEM 
fields.

“WPI has always been 
a strategic partner with 
QCC and through this 
new agreement, our two 
institutions stand in 
commitment that higher 
education for all can be 
a reality. Furthermore, 
this agreement demon-
strates that there can be 
access for talented com-
munity college students, 
particularly those from 
first-generation and mi-
nority backgrounds to 
selective institutions 
like WPI,” said QCC 
President Luis G. Pe-
draja, Ph.D. “This is an 
important day for QCC 
and WPI, as well as our 
region.”

"Deepening our ties 
with community col-
leges is vital as they 
serve as the gateway to 

higher education for nu-
merous students," said 
WPI President Grace 
Wang. "By establishing 
pathways that reduce 
barriers and offer built-
in support, we make ob-
taining a four-year de-
gree more accessible for 
QCC students. Moreover, 
the strategic partnership 
between QCC and WPI 
will help meet today’s 
workforce demands and 
foster regional economic 
growth."

Under the new artic-
ulation agreement, QCC 
students with an asso-
ciate degree who have 
successfully completed a 
college-level precalculus 
or Calculus I course, a 
college-level laboratory 
science course and have 
earned a 3.3 or higher 
GPA will be guaranteed 
admission to WPI. QCC 
students who have not 
yet completed their as-
sociate degree but have 
a minimum 3.0 GPA and 
have successfully com-
pleted a college-level pre-
calculus or Calculus 1 
course and successfully 
completed a college-lev-
el laboratory science 
course may be offered 
admission to transfer to 
a bachelor's degree pro-
gram at WPI.

Upon admission, stu-
dents are eligible for 
certain transfer-student 
support programs and 
opportunities at WPI, 
including a designated 
advisor in the Academ-
ic Advising Office and a 
staff  liaison in the Office 
of  Undergraduate Stud-
ies. 
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Hi! My name is Dakodan and 
I would someday like to go to a 
professional sporting event.    
Dakodan is an energetic young boy 

who loves sports especially basket-
ball, football and soccer. He also 
enjoys listening to music. Dakodan 
does very well academically in all 
subjects and is at or above grade 
level in all his subjects. His favorite 
subject is math. Having a great 
memory Dakodan can remember 
most events in his life and likes to 
talk to others about them. . He is 
also a strong advocate for himself.. 
Favorite foods for Dakodan are 

hamburgers and donuts but he is 
usually not fussy about what he eats. Helping around his home Dakodan 
likes to make his bed, keep his room clean and organized and help with 
chores. 
Dakodan would like a mom and dad family. He especially wants a dad 

in his life and would benefit from having one who could be a role model 
for him. An active and sports involved family would be a good match for 
Dakodan as they would be able to get him out socializing with his peers 
and funneling his energy into healthy activities. He will also need his new 
family’s help to maintain regular contact with his 2 siblings who lives in 
western MA.  
 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8897  

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Dakodan 
Age 10 

Auction:  5 PM Preview, 6 PM Auction
Both Nights Admission Free

Sat – Outside Tent Auction 5:30 – 6:00 PM
Gift certificates to restaurants, museums, golf courses, ski resorts, tourist attractions 

local services, a sky dive, and a two night stay at the Cape.  
Also new, used & antique furniture & collectible items, live plants, artwork, 

hourly raffles, silent auction baskets, 50/50 Raffle,  
bake sale & homemade food & pie from Mary’s Kitchen.

70th Annual Windham County 
4-H Auction & Tag Sale
326 Taft Pond Rd., Pomfret, CT

Fri and Sat May 3rd and May 4th

HUGE Tag Sale
Free to all Fri 10:30 am – 5 pm 

and Sat 9 am – 5 pm
Early bird buy in $5/person  

9 – 10:30 Fri Only
Over 4,000 sq ft of household,  

garden, toys, tools, linens,  
Christmas, we have it all

Friday Night: 
Cape Escape , 

a pre-Mattel American Girl Doll 
and a Player Piano
Saturday Night: 

2 VIP Red Sox Tickets
 for July 14

behind home plate and an 
autographed Derek Jeter 16x20 

framed photo and a new snowblower

PROPERTIES FOR RENT
Prince Edward Island, Canada

Summer/Fall Weekly Cottage Rental
2-bedroom newly constructed oceanfront cottage that sleeps 8.

Sweeping views of the pond, ocean and lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling and beach walking. 

$900/wk.  Contact Scott at 603-254-5032 or scottm@plymouth.edu
TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
1-bedroom unit overlooking ocean in a gated community with pool 
and walkway to beach. Sleeps 4. Watch dolphins at play, freighters, 

pelicans and fishing boats. Prices vary.
Contact Oceanfront Cottage Rentals at 800-786-5889 or

http://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/listings/218-bay-breezes

Enhanced WPI transfer programs open new vistas for QCC students
Courtesy

(Left) Back row: QCC Assistant Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Kevin Li, QCC Dean of the School of Business, 
Engineering & Technology Shunda Ware, QCC Interim Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Kathy Rentsch, WPI Interim 
Dean of Undergraduate Studies Arne Gericke, WPI Dean of 
the Business School Debora Jackson, QCC Vice President for 
Strategic Enrollment & Student Engagement Michelle Tufau 
Afriyie, WPI Interim Senior Vice President and Provost Art 
Heinricher. Front row: QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja and WPI 
President Dr. Grace Wang.

Student nurse shares reflections on  
Wound Care Center Harrington

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Practical nursing stu-
dent, Ashley Breault 
of  Brookfield, recently 
shared her reflections 
at the Wound Care Cen-
ter Harrington.

Breault is a Certi-
fied Nursing Assis-
tant (CNA) at Quabo-
ag Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Care Center 
(since 2021). She was 
previously honored as 
Employee of  the month 
at Quaboag and has 
been active with men-
torship since 2022. She 
completed her CNA and 
Home Health Aide Cer-
tification at the Field-
stone School in 2021. 
Breault is an alumna 
of  Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School 
(2019). She is certified 

in Mental Health First 
Aid, Dementia Care, 
Stop the Bleed, HCP/
BLS Provider CPR 
and first aid. She par-
ticipated in her clini-
cal team’s Luminary 
lighting project for 
the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s the Longest 
Night to shine a light 
to diminish the dark-
ness and illuminate a 
path towards a world 
where Alzheimer’s and 
dementia are nothing 
but a memory. Recent-
ly, Breault took the 
leadership of  restock-
ing the PN food pantry 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy.

 
“Our nursing stu-

dents continue to be 
blessed to have the op-
portunity to observe at 
the Wound Care Center 
at Harrington,” stated 
Gretheline Bolandri-
na, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN Academy Direc-
tor at Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy. 

Under the guidance 
of  Adrianna Rothera, 
BSN, RN, WCC Clinical 
Program Director at 

the Wound Care Cen-
ter, UMass Memorial 
Health Harrington at 
10 North Main Street 
in Charlton, who stat-
ed that “the students 
were great so far!” 

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing students are 
assigned a two-day 
clinical observation at 
the Wound Care Cen-
ter at Harrington. 

Bolandrina added, 
“Having a certified hy-
perbaric therapist, an 
LPN and an alumna 
at that, (Paige Wood, 
LPN, CHT, PN Class of 
2014) makes a positive 
difference for patient 
care.”

Breault reflected, 
“Before this experi-
ence, I had not imag-
ined being interested 
in this specific nursing 
field. However, while 
I observed the wound 
nurse for two days, it 
gave me a better un-
derstanding of  what 
this fascinating role of 
a wound nurse entails. 
The nurse uncovered 
the dressing, exam-
ined, and cleaned the 
wound with normal 
saline, and measured 
the length, width, 
and depth. The nurse 
would then take a pic-
ture with a ruler in 
front of  the wound 
and document the new 
measurements into 
the client's chart. After 
the provider examined 
the client's wound, the 
nurse would reapply 
the new dressing and 
set up their next ap-
pointment.”

 
Breault continued, 

“It was incredible to 
see the wound nurse's 
relationship with her 
clients and the smile 

Courtesy photo

Ashley Breault

CCUMC holds its first Dynamic 
Collectibles, Cards, and Craft Show
CHARLTON - Charl-

ton City United Method-
ist Church is excited to 
announce a new Dynam-
ic Collectibles, Cards, 
and Craft Show.  The 
first show will be May 4 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 74 
Stafford Street, Charl-
ton.  The show will be 
jam-packed with vendors 
and will feature baked 
goods and beverages.  

The May 4 show will 
feature rare Pokémon 
cards from Dynamic 
Card Collectors, comics 

and toys from Remember 
that Collectibles; a vari-
ety of  trading card game 
cards from Wicked East 
Coasters and Toyland 
Treasures; Epicure prod-
ucts for food service from 
Barbara's Epic Eats; Bee 
Jewelry and Scarves; es-
sential oils and natural 
wellness products and 
tips; handmade greet-
ing cards; fly fishing re-
sources; Sweet Leilani 
Crafts & SassiePastries; 
anime/gaming/kawaii 
merchandise from Tok-
kishi; and many, many 

more.  

Champagne Originals 
led by the married team 
of  Jac and Cat Cham-
pagne will offer pet ban-
danas and much more.  
Look how cute! 

Hope to see you there!

Any interested ven-
dors of  collectibles, 
cards, or crafts can con-
tact Joe Dupont at joedu-
pont@dynamiccardcol-
lectors.com for this or 
future shows.
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WEBSTER — The following students have 
been named to the honor roll at St. Joseph School 
for the third term of  the 2023-2024 academic year.

Grade 4
High Honors: Jon Belanger, Charlotte Dollar, 

Amadeusz Gacek, Kirollos Ibrahim, Allen Jean-
Paul, Severyn Kuznecki, Mileydi Loja, Johnny 
Marcuccio, Mathieu Prunier, Elixander Sa-
lome-Negron, Charles Smith, Marina Szydlik

Honors: Armani Cedeno, Andrew Hachigian, 
Connor Kippax

Grade 5
High Honors: Bella Kicilinski, Evelyn Macko, 

Jacob Manzi, Lily Martin, Amelia Potem, Abby 
Rubin, Sophia Surowaniec 

Honors: Ari Benson, Grayson Dollar, Lukas 
Stock, James Miranda, Gabriel Ketnouvong-Ung

Grade 6
High Honors: Kalleia Agosto, Hayley Benes
Honors: Tosin Akindele, Alexis Archambault, 

Avery Archambault, Lukas Barbosa, Jason Bian-
chi, Tenleigh Dowd, Mychael Jones, Neli Kuznec-
ki, Jacob Marcuccio

Credit: Ivonka Waranjtys

Grade 7
High Honors: Tobi Akindele, Rosemary Ba-

sha, Jada Jackson, Simon Kowalczyk, Kyle 
Muchiru, Faith Muga, Jacob 
Parafinowicz, Ayla Reed, 
Alan Rubin, Luke Surowan-
iec, Liana Worth

Honors: Ryan Amaral, 
Gianna Pigeon, Zosia Pawli-
kowska, Arianna Rivers

Credit: Lisa Kippax, Jake 
Martin, Adam Wozniak

Grade 8
High Honors: Claire Cal-

nan, Molly Hachigian, Jack 
Keller, Laura Ibrahim, Emi-
ly Macko, Ella Parslow, Max 
Podgorny

Honors: KateLyn Bail-
lergeon, Nevaeh Bourgeois, 
Gabriel Gallant, Ryan Grup-
poso, Alan Kulpa, Violet 
Johnson, Alvin Montreuil

Credit: Renielys Garcia, 
Tristan Pico, Mya Medina

SOUTHBRIDGE - The Ruth Wells Center 
for the Arts is holding a tag sale on the spa-
cious front lawn at 111 Main Street in South-
bridge on Saturday, May 11 (rain date May 18) 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Vendors are welcome 
to reserve a space to sell their collectibles, 
vintage items or all the “stuff" currently sit-
ting in your attic, cellar or closets. The space 
is 10'x10' for $30. The sign-up button may be 
found on the website ruthwellscenter.com. 
The annual tag sale offers the opportuni-
ty to downsize, while making a profit. Food 
Trucks have been invited to join the festivi-
ties. 

     At the same time, there will be a photo 
exhibit in the Center galleries featuring the 
works of  Helen Boyle and Art Furtado. The 
exhibit is free and open to the public. The 
opening reception will be noon to 4 p.m. on May 11.

     Reserve your space NOW before the lawn is filled. For more information, call the Center at 508 
764 3341.

     The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts was established in 1977 on the grounds donated by the Wells 
family of  American Optical Company fame. The Center offers opportunities for youth and adults to 
encourage art, music and culture. We host art and music sessions, as well as exhibits by local artists. 
The tag sale offers an opportunity to visit the center, wander the galleries- all while selling treasures 
to the community. Please join us.
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, April 27th
from 8AM to 12 PM

Friends of St. Louis Yard Sale
Located in the Church parking lot

Cleaning out? Save you item that are clean & in 
working order to donate to our yard sale.

Rent a space - $10 Need a table - Additional $20
We are accepting donations which can be

dropped off at the church hall.
Saturday, April 20, from 8AM to Noon

Thursday, April 25 from 4 to 6PM
Friday, April 26 from 4 to 6PM

Please Note: We cannot accept large furniture, bedding or electronics. 
Clothing accepted in clean decent condition (no rips or holes)

Exploring the state's stormy past and future
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Farmers and 
farm-friendly folks from 
across the Bay State con-
verged on Holy Cross Col-
lege last weekend for the 
first Mass Agriculture in 
Action Expo, exploring top-
ics ranging from bees to soil 
to climate to seed starting.

There was no keynote 
speaker per se, but the per-
son with probably the best-
known name was CBS me-
teorologist Eric Fisher, who 
noted it's actually easier to 
predict climate than weath-
er. He noted that's mostly be-

cause “you kind of  know the 
inputs” for climate, includ-
ing pollution, greenhouse 
gases, eruptions, El Nino/

La Nina cycles and solar 
trends, while daily weather 
is far more variable.

In general, he noted “the 
globe should be cooling 
right now based on natu-
ral forcing,” but is not, and 
that's due to human-driven 
greenhouse gases. 

Warming is most notable 
in the ocean, where tem-
perature has been slowly 
rising since the 1970s and 
causing coral bleaching and 
growing numbers of  oxy-
gen-free dead zones. (Pollu-
tion is also a factor.) As the 
water warms, he said, it's 
been driving species out of 

their original habitats. One 
slide showed the northward 
flee of  lobsters, which used 
to be common around Cape 
Cod, but are now up in the 
Gulf  of  Maine, “one of  the 
fastest warming water bod-
ies on the planet.” While we 
might barely notice a couple 
degrees, that's “a significant 
change for plants and ani-
mals.” 

The tropical Atlantic has 
seen temperatures “way 
above where it's been in 
the historical record,” and 
tropical species are mov-
ing north. Bay State fisher-
men, for example, have been 

catching bonito (a tropical 
fish).

As water heat rises, the 
water itself  expands, mak-
ing high tides and storm 
surges higher. He showed 
photos from Truro, where 
the coastline is being con-
sumed by the ocean and 
homes have “disappeared” 
in the last 10 years. 

It also fuels stronger 
storms, but Fisher not-
ed there's no evidence yet 
of  more storms. Typically, 
Massachusetts gets hit by 
them in batches with years 
between them; the most 

Courtesy photo

Eric Fisher
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Ruth Wells Center Tag Sale May 11      

The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts is holding a tag sale on 
the spacious front lawn at 111 Main Street in Southbridge on 
Saturday, May 11.

Saint Joseph School honor roll

www.StonebridgePress.com



WORCESTER – Capstone Planning 
Group, a wealth management team 
conveniently located at Cornerstone 
Bank, today announced the planned 
retirement of  its Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Jason Main, a longtime resident 
of  Sturbridge. Main, who was recently 
honored with inclusion in LPL Finan-
cial’s Summit Club for 2024, will retire 
at the end of  this year.

“We are so grateful to Jason for his 
vision and leadership over the years,” 
said Todd Tallman, CEO of  Corner-
stone Bank. “Before joining us in 2000 
as our sole financial consultant, he 
was an independent advisor with LPL. 
Over the past 24 years, he has estab-
lished Capstone Planning Group as a 
comprehensive independent financial 
service firm with six full-time employ-
ees.”

Of  his major accomplishments, 
Main said he was proud of  the fact that 
he was able to generate enough busi-
ness to bring on support staff  within 
about a year of  starting Capstone Plan-
ning Group (originally called SSB In-
vestment Services), in March of  2000.

“Despite the turbulent times with 
the beginning of  the end of  the dot com 

bubble and markets 
in disarray, business 
took off  quickly,” said 
Main. “I credit the 
Bank’s management 
with recognizing that 
the one hole in their 
services was finan-
cial planning and 
investment manage-
ment.”

Main has been 
affiliated with LPL 
Financial, a leading 
wealth management 
firm, for nearly 35 
years. Through LPL, 
financial advisors are 
empowered to focus 
on their unique skills 
in building client re-
lationships and de-
livering personalized 
financial advice, while leaning on LPL 
to provide the services, support and 
tools to help increase operational effi-
ciency and power business growth.

After retirement, Main plans to con-
tinue to share his financial acumen by 
teaching on a volunteer basis.

“I will miss the 
day-to-day inter-
actions with my 
clients and team, 
as well as Bank 
management,” said 
Main. “I want peo-
ple to know how 
seriously I’ve taken 
my job to help my 
clients pursue their 
financial futures. I 
feel it’s time to pass 

that responsibil-
ity on, and I have 
full confidence 
in our incredible 
team here at Cap-
stone.”

Main holds 
various licenses 
including his Se-
ries 7 Securities 
License, Series 
65 Investment 
Advisor License, 
Series 63 State Li-
cense and Series 
24 General Prin-
ciples License. 
During his ca-
reer, he has also 
earned recogni-
tions including 
LPL's Chairman's 

Club and LPL's 
Patriots Club. These awards are given 
annually to the firm’s top producers 
around the country.

An active member of  the commu-
nity, Main has been involved with the 
United Way, Southbridge Rotary Club, 
YMCA, Tantasqua Education Foun-
dation (as one of  the first board mem-
bers), Harrington Hospital and New 
England Waves for the Brave.

About The Capstone Planning 
Group

The Capstone Planning Group is a 
wealth management team convenient-
ly located at Cornerstone Bank. We 
have a presence in Sturbridge, Charl-
ton, Southbridge, Spencer, Leicester, 
Webster, Rutland, Holden, and Worces-
ter, Mass. Our group has over 100 years 
of  collective experience assisting a 

wide range of  clients pursue their 
goals. Because we do not offer propri-
etary investment products, we are able 
to provide objective recommendations 
based on each client's specific needs. 
Our mission is simple: to put our cli-
ents’ best interests first and earn their 
trust.
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ChurCh Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

vILLAGER ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

southbriDge town hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

BRIMFIELD 
$220,000, 59 Sutcliffe Rd, Zhao, Sam, to Zhao, Zi M.

CHARLTON
$577,500, 62 Colburn Rd, Elliott P Burlingame & So, to 

Jansson, Lyndsay, and Mazyck, Matthew.
$410,000, 2 Gale Rd, Gomes, Meghan R, and Gomes, Fran-

cisco, to Maloney, Joseph L, and Maloney, Ann M.

HOLLAND
$310,000, 203 Stafford Rd, Valego, David J, to Roman, An-

thony, and Roman, Raul L.
$220,000, 11 May Brook Rd #11, Zafiris, Janet, to Valley, 

Katelyn, and Adams, Matthew A.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$280,000, 389 Elm St, Shawver, Jeremy R, and Shawver, 

Abigail, to Fuller, Adam J.
$220,000, 118 Riverview Pl #D, Jennifer L Chevarie Irt, 

and Dymek, Cheryl, to Fontoura, Carolina.

STURBRIDGE
$600,000, 9 Cherry Brook Cir, Veneziano-Korzec, Ann T, 

to Nelson, Liam, and Nelson, Sarah.
$569,900, 66-A New Boston Rd, V& j LLC, to Verdezoto, 

Elvis, and Verdezoto, Maria.
$405,000, 6 Wallace Rd, Trueman Jr, Robert F, to Thom-

as, Dorothy D.
$335,000, 7 Crescent Way #119, Haddad, Candace, to Ma-

tondi, Linda F, and Matondi, Michael F.
$300,000, 5 Hinman St #2, Wetherbee, Nicholas R, and 

Mcmenemy, Sara R, to Mead, Julie A.

reaL estate

Capstone Planning Group announces 
planned retirement of Jason Main

Courtesy photo

Jason Main
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 4/19/24 was $3.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

New job, new retirement 
account options
We can talk through your financial goals and 
find the option that works best for you.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

www.StonebridgePress.com

QCC designated as Early College 
site for Southbridge Public Schools 

WORCESTER - Quinsigamond Community College was recently given des-
ignation as an Early College site for Southbridge Public Schools by the Joint 
Committee of  the Board of  Elementary and Secondary Education and Board of 
Higher Education. The program will start in the fall of  2024 and include approx-
imately 100 juniors and seniors from Southbridge High School.

“This is an important designation that will have positive, far-reaching impli-
cations for Southbridge High School students and the Southbridge community 
as a whole,” said QCC President Dr. Luis G. Pedraja. “Early College offers stu-
dents an attainable pathway to higher education.”

Through funding from the Massachusetts Department of  Elementary and 
Secondary Education, there is no cost for students in the Early College program. 
The college-level credits students earn in the program are part of  the MassTrans-
fer program, which guarantees students can earn transferrable credits toward 
a certificate, an associate degree or a bachelor’s degree at a Massachusetts com-
munity college or state university.

“The whole idea is to give opportunity to students who may not have thought 
that college could be something in their life. Early College prepares them to be 
successful in college and the workplace while saving them time and money,” said 
Christina Hebert, QCC’s director of  Educational Partnership and Early College 

Initiatives.
Quinsigamond Community College has partnered with Southbridge High 

School for many years including its current satellite location at the high school 
and previous English for Speakers of  Other Languages and General Education 
Development programs. Along with Worcester State University, QCC is also 
part of  Early College Worcester, which includes all seven Worcester public high 
schools. QCC is also a designated Early College site for Marlborough High School.  

Southbridge High School is adapting its course schedule for junior and se-
nior-level students, which will allow Early College students to take QCC cours-
es twice a week, while also receiving support programming three days a week. 
Topics such as career readiness, growth mindset and learning strategies will be 
covered. Early College students will also be able to access QCC’s support services 
such as tutoring and library services.

Quinsigamond Community College provides high quality, affordable higher 
education in Worcester County. As a regional leader in education and workforce 
development, QCC serves the diverse educational needs of  Central Massachu-
setts by providing affordable, accessible and high quality programming leading 
to transfer, career and lifelong learning. Visit www.QCC.edu to learn more.

Joshua hyde Public library
KIDS PROGRAMS
SPRING STORY-

TIMES - Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 10:45 a.m. 
April 2 through June 14 
(except for April 16,19, 
and May 7). Drop in for 
stories, songs, rhymes, 
and a craft! Children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult caregiver. Reg-
istration is not required. 
Sponsored by the Friends 
of  the JHPL.

Friday, May 10, at 2 
p.m. - DIY GARDEN MO-
SAICS. For ages 8-12 with 
an adult caregiver. Regis-
tration is required. Spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the JHPL.

Thursday, May 23, at 6 
p.m. - LEGO CLUB. Ages 
5-12 with an adult care-
giver. Registration is re-
quired. Sponsored by the 
Friends of  the JHPL.

BOOK GROUPS
Tuesday, May 7 at 1 

p.m. - Afternoon Book 
Group ~ Exploring the 
Importance of  Place - 
This month’s book is 
“Maine” by J. Courtney 
Sullivan. Sponsored by 
the Friends of  the JHPL. 
Registration is not re-
quired.

Wednesday, May 15 
at 6:30 p.m. - Armchair 
Travelers Book Group ~ 
Challenging Boundaries 

- This month’s book is 
“Lessons in Chemistry” 
by Bonnie Garmus. Reg-
istration is not required. 
Sponsored by the Friends 
of  the JHPL.

Tuesday, May 28 at 
6:30pm - World Building 
Book Group ~ a book 
group for lovers of  sci-
ence fiction and fantasy 
- This month’s book is 
“Light from Uncommon 
Stars” by Ryka Aoki. 
Registration is not re-
quired. Sponsored by the 
Friends of  the JHPL.

OTHER PROGRAMS
Saturday, May 4 from 

10:30-11:30 a.m. - for ages 
5+. EXPLORE WOOL 

PROCESSING - Join OSV 
AmeriCorps members to 
explore wool processing! 
Spring is the time when 
people began the process 
of  shearing their sheep 
and turning that wool 
into something useful. 
Come explore different 
steps of  the process and 
dye some yarn to take 
home.

Monday, May 20 at 7 

p.m. - VIRTUAL - CEL-
EBRATING MENTAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS 
MONTH with romance 
author Camilla Ever-
green. We are thrilled 
to be chatting with Ms. 
Evergreen whose book 
"How to Find Love When 
You're Weird" makes it 
clear that people on the 
spectrum, (in fact, ALL 
people) are worthy of 

love and an HEA (hap-
pily ever after). In fact, 
we would posit that it's 
the very neurodiverse 
characteristics that 
make someone even 
more attractive to the 
right person. This pro-
gram is in conjunction 
with the Ashland Public 
Library. Registration is 
required.

Explore the Outdoors and Save: Kids Free 
April Promotion at Old Sturbridge Village
STURBRIDGE – With spring in full 

swing and April vacation upon us, fam-
ilies and friends are encouraged to con-
nect with history and nature alike at 
Old Sturbridge Village during the final 
weeks of  the Kids Free Standard Day-
time Admission Promotion, running 
until April 28.

Throughout April, up to two chil-
dren, aged 17 years or younger, will 
be admitted for free with each adult 
standard full-price daytime admission 
ticket. Families can embark on a jour-
ney through time discovering the rich 
past of  19th century New England and 
immersing themselves in hands-on 

Turn To OSV page     A12

Courtesy photo

With spring in full swing and April vacation upon us, families and friends are encouraged to 
connect with history and nature alike at Old Sturbridge Village during the final weeks of the 
Kids Free Standard Daytime Admission Promotion, running until April 28.
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To The ediTor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

To the Editor:
In my time serving as State Senator 

for the town of  Charlton, Dave Singer 
has been an active and conscientious 
leader who personally reached out 
to help me understand how our state 
government and the Town of  Charl-
ton can constructively collaborate 
together to make improvements to 
our economy and community that are 
sustainable and fiscally prudent while 

maintaining Charlton’s historic and 
beautiful character. Dave’s earned my 
trust and it’s my great hope we will 
be able to work together to continue 
this progress for Charlton in the years 
ahead. Please vote for Dave Singer for 
Selectman on May 4. 

Ryan Fattman 
State Senator 

To the Editor:
I would like to respond to the article 

that was in the April 18-19, 2024, South-
bridge News entitled “Council debates 
comment and recording rules,” by 
Gus Steeves.

At the Board of  Health meeting of 
April 4, 2024, several residents were in 
attendance after being told to come to 
the meeting to ask questions about the 
new curbside collection regulations 
being discussed and voted on. Unfor-
tunately, before the meeting started, 
the Board of  Health Chairman an-
nounced that he was NOT going to al-
low residents to speak.

Consequently, I drafted a bylaw al-
lowing residents to speak at commit-
tee meetings, with an exception for 
workshop meetings for members to 
discuss an issue without residents’ 
participation. Those meetings must 
be posted in advance so residents are 
aware ahead of  time.

It never occurred to me that I would 
have to take this action. It has been a 

long tradition in Southbridge that res-
idents are allowed to speak at public 
meetings.

I wouldn’t call this a “knee-jerk” re-
action. This isn’t the first time this has 
happened at Board of  Health meet-
ings. I’ve spoken to the Chair about 
this in the past. When it happened 
again at the April 4 meeting, I decided 
it was time to take action.

I don’t feel the Bylaw needs more 
work. It’s pretty simple; either you 
want to let residents speak, or you 
want to shut them up. As Councilor 
Chenier said at the meeting, if  it hap-
pens once, it will happen again. I’m 
just trying to nip this in the bud.

I also found it interesting that when 
the issue of  recording rules was dis-
cussed, the belief  was that broadcast-
ing committee meetings might encour-
age people to get involved. Why would 
anyone want to get involved if  they’re 
not allowed to speak at meetings?

Mike Marketti
Southbridge

To the Editor:
Greetings! My name is Karen 

Spiewak and I’m running for Select-
man in Charlton, seat 2. My opponent 
is David Singer. (Note: Incumbent 
Basia Zurawski is running for Select-
man, seat 1; she is unopposed).

I equate seeking a public office to 
applying for a job, therefore I present 
to you my “resume” of  sorts. I am 
hopeful after reviewing my qualifi-
cations and checking references by 
researching public records, social 
media, speaking with friends/neigh-
bors…, you will vote to “hire” me on 
May 4, election day.

I’ve lived in Charlton with my fam-
ily for about 40 years. During most of 
that time I’ve been immersed in the 
community, working alongside many 
of  you on various boards and com-
mittees (*see list below). I’ve gained a 
tremendous amount of  knowledge and 
forged strong relationships with folks 
in Charlton, the surrounding commu-
nities, and on Beacon Hill. I am very 
proud of  what we were able to accom-
plish together and I’m ready, willing, 
and able to do more!

As a selectman, I will do as I have 
done in the past - commit to serving 
the public with drive, determination, 
and dedication throughout my term. 
I will research, study, and understand 
issues that come before the BoS prior 
to casting a vote, work cooperatively 
with other boards/departments, reg-
ularly engage with our legislators, be 
a fierce advocate for our needs locally 
and on Beacon Hill, and focus on fix-
ing the problem rather than assigning 
blame. I will do this all while being 
transparent, fiscally responsible, ac-
cessible, efficient, compassionate, and 
honest.

*Community Involvement Experi-
ence - Charlton and Beyond:

Charlton Board of  Selectmen
Charlton Solar By-law Committee

Charlton Public Safety Building 
Capital Campaign Steering Committee

President, Woman In Business, Inc.
Charlton Government Study Com-

mittee (2014)
Charlton Public Library Trustee
Charlton Master Plan Committee 

(2008)
Dudley-Charlton Education Foun-

dation, Inc. Board Member; (STEM 
Grant Subcommittee Member)

Central Massachusetts Regional 
Library System Executive Board; Rev-
enue Enhancement Subcommittee 
Member

Dudley-Charlton Regional School 
Committee; Policy & Strategic Action 
Planning Committees

Charlton Elementary/Middle 
School Councils/PTO President

Charlton Public Library Capital 
Campaign Steering Committee

Board of  Directors, Harrington 
Healthcare System; Quality/Patient 
Safety Committee; Community/Gov-
ernment Relations Committee

Harrington Hospital Auxiliary
Southbridge Rotary
Old Sturbridge Village Council of 

Ambassadors
Education: B.S. Health Studies/

Counseling; M.S. Health Education, 
Worcester State University

Questions? Email: spiewakconsul-
tants@gmail.com

I have the time, energy, experience, 
and knowledge needed to excel in this 
position - now all I need is your vote!

On May 4 Please Vote: Karen 
Spiewak for Selectman and please join 
me in supporting public safety by vot-
ing

YES for the FIRE DEPARTMENT 
SUBSTATION funding (visit the town’s 
website for more details about his proj-
ect)

Thank you!
Karen Spiewak

Charlton

Singer for Selectman 

Let residents speak

Vote Spiewak for Charlton selectman

ediTorial

There is no “One 
size fits all”

In a world filled with variety and 
complexity, it’s essential to recognize 
and appreciate the wide spectrum of  
human capabilities and nuances. Yet, 
there are those among us who, due to 
various factors such as limited edu-
cation or closed-mindedness, strug-
gle to grasp the richness and depth 
of  human nature. These individu-
als often cling to traditional beliefs 
and narrow perspectives, unable or 
unwilling to acknowledge the scien-
tific discoveries and advancements 
that shed light on the intricacies of  
human behavior.

It’s time to address the misconcep-
tion that intelligence is solely deter-
mined by academic achievement or 
adherence to conventional wisdom. 
In reality, true intelligence encom-
passes the ability to understand 
and appreciate the complexity of  
the human experience, including its 
many facets and dimensions. This 
requires an open mind and a will-
ingness to explore new ideas, even 
if  they challenge long-held beliefs or 
societal norms.

It’s important to emphasize that 
intelligence is not a fixed trait but 
rather a dynamic and multifaceted 
quality that can be cultivated and 
expanded over time. Those with 
so-called “simple minds” or limited 
education should not be dismissed or 
marginalized. Instead, they should 
be encouraged to broaden their hori-
zons.

Scientific research has revealed 
countless fascinating insights into 
human behavior, from the intrica-
cies of  our cognitive processes to the 
complexities of  our emotions and 
social interactions. These discover-
ies have expanded our understand-
ing of  what it means to be human 
and have challenged many precon-
ceived notions about human nature.

For example, studies in psycholo-
gy have shown that human behav-
ior is influenced by a multitude of  
factors, including genetics, envi-
ronment, and personal experiences. 
This means that there is no one-size-
fits-all explanation for why people 
think, feel, or act the way they do. 
Each individual is unique, shaped 
by a complex interplay of  biological, 
psychological, and social forces.

Furthermore, advances in neuro-
science have revealed the remark-
able plasticity of  the human brain, 
demonstrating its capacity for 
growth and change throughout life. 
This highlights the potential for indi-
viduals to learn, adapt, and evolve, 
regardless of  their starting point or 
background.

In light of  these scientific findings, 
it’s clear that a narrow-minded and 
simplistic view of  human nature 
is not only outdated but also det-
rimental to our collective progress 
and understanding. We must look 
to cultivate a culture of  intellectual 
curiosity. 

Be careful when naming 
beneficiaries

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

You might not have thought much 
about beneficiary designations — but they 
can play a big role in your estate planning.

When you purchase insurance policies 
and open investment accounts, such as 
your IRA, you’ll be asked to name a ben-
eficiary, and, in some cases, more than 
one. This might seem easy, especially if 
you have a spouse and children, but if  you 
experience a major life event, such as a 
divorce or a death in the family, you may 
need to make some changes — because 
beneficiary designations carry a lot of 
weight under the law.

In fact, these designations can super-
sede the instructions you may have writ-
ten in your will or living trust, so everyone 
in your family should know who is expect-
ed to get which assets. One significant 
benefit of  having proper beneficiary des-
ignations in place is that they may enable 
beneficiaries to avoid the time-consuming 
— and possibly expensive — probate pro-
cess.

The beneficiary issue can become com-
plex because not everyone reacts the same 
way to events such as divorce — some peo-
ple want their ex-spouses to still receive 
assets while others don’t. Furthermore, 
not all the states have the same rules about 
how beneficiary designations are treated 
after a divorce. And some financial assets 
are treated differently than others.

Here’s the big picture: If  you’ve named 
your spouse as a beneficiary of  an IRA, 
bank or brokerage account, insurance 
policy, will or trust, this beneficiary des-
ignation will automatically be revoked 
upon divorce in about half  the states. So, if 
you still want your ex-spouse to get these 
assets, you will need to name them as a 
non-spouse beneficiary after the divorce. 
But if  you’ve named your spouse as ben-
eficiary for a 401(k) plan or pension, the 
designation will remain intact until and 
unless you change it, regardless of  where 
you live.

However, in community property 
states, couples are generally required 
to split equally all assets they acquired 
during their marriage. When couples di-
vorce, the community property laws re-
quire they split their assets 50/50, but only 
those assets they obtained while they lived 
in that state. If  you were to stay in the 
same community property state through-
out your marriage and divorce, the own-
ership issue is generally straightforward, 
but if  you were to move to or from one of 
these states, it might change the joint own-
ership picture.

Thus far, we’ve only talked about ben-
eficiary designation issues surrounding 
divorce. But if  an ex-spouse — or any 
beneficiary — passes away, the assets will 
generally pass to a contingent beneficia-
ry — which is why it’s important that you 
name one at the same time you designate 
the primary beneficiary. Also, it may be 
appropriate to name a special needs trust 
as beneficiary for a family member who 
has special needs or becomes disabled. If 
this individual were to be the direct ben-
eficiary, any assets passing directly into 
their hands could affect their eligibility 
for certain programs.

You may need to work with a legal pro-
fessional to sort out beneficiary designa-
tion issues and the rules that apply in your 
state. But you may also want to do a ben-
eficiary review with your financial advi-
sor whenever you experience a major life 
event, such as a marriage, divorce, or the 
addition of  a new child. Your investments, 
retirement accounts and life insurance 
proceeds are valuable assets — and you 
want them to go where you intended.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.



The 1970s, dubbed the 
“turning point” decade, 
introduced many new 
ideas and cultural chang-
es, including an environ-
mental revolution that 
launched the first Earth 
Day, now celebrated each 
year on April 22.  The 
decade also honored “earth friendly” 
Arbor Day with the birth of  the Arbor 
Day Foundation, which was started in 
April 1972, and is celebrated this year 
on April 26.

In recognition of  Earth Day and Ar-
bor Day, both celebrated in April, this 
week’s column offers the following in-
formation to support environmental-
ly friendly actions.

**
Arbor Day: The first Arbor Day 

was held on April 10, 1872, and 
marked with the planting of  one mil-
lion trees. This year's Arbor Day will 
be recognized on April 26. Each state 
celebrates its own state holiday and 
the customary observance on this his-
toric day is to plant a tree.

The Arbor Day Foundation, found-
ed in 1972 on the 100th anniversary of 
the first Arbor Day, serves as a non-
profit conservation and education 
organization of  nearly one million 
members, with a mission to inspire 
people to plant, celebrate and nurture 
trees. In fact, the organization is the 
largest nonprofit conservation orga-
nizations dedicated to planting trees 
as it plants and distributes more than 
10 million trees each year. The foun-
dation also works with the U.S. Forest 
Service to plant trees in America’s 
national forests and the National As-
sociation of  State Foresters to plant 
trees in state forests.

Currently, the Foundation is scal-
ing efforts to plant 500 million trees 
by 2027 in areas where they’re needed 
most. 

**
Free Trees: The Arbor Day Founda-

tion gifts members with ten free trees 
for as little as a $12 dollar member-
ship. Members can choose ten trees 
that grow well in your growing zone. 
Or you can choose to send the trees di-
rectly to someone else.  Members may 

also opt to have the 
foundation plant ten 
trees in a forest in need 
in your name. Choic-
es of  free trees in our 
Central MA area in-
clude flowering trees, 
wild bird garden trees, 
White pines, White 

Dogwoods, White Furs, Colorado Blue 
Spruces, Redbuds, and more.

New members also re-

O v e r -
crowded, 
poor flow-
ering, and 
f l o p p y 
perenni-
als can be 
invigorat-
ed with 
a shovel 
and a bit of  your time 
and energy. Dividing pe-
rennials is an excellent 
way to improve their ap-
pearance and create new 
plants to use in other 
spaces in your landscape.

As the old garden ad-
age states “divide spring 

flower-
ing pe-
rennials 
in late 
summer 
or early 
fall, di-
vide fall 
b l o o m -
ers in 

spring, and summer 
blooming perennials in 
either spring or fall.”  
Some gardeners prefer to 
enjoy the spring blooms 
and divide soon after 
the flowers fade. Most 
gardeners have found 
the best time to divide is 

It is turkey hunting 
time in Mass., and for 
those hunters that enjoy 
hunting wild turkeys, the 
excitement of  harvest-
ing a bird is here. The 
season opens this com-
ing Monday, April 29, 
in Mass.!  You need to 
be an outdoorsman or 
woman to appreciate 
the sport. This writer 
enjoyed many morning 
wild turkey hunts in 
Mass. and Rhode island. 

It required doing some 
scouting prior to opening 
day, which paid off  big 
time when the season 

opened. Locating a few 
turkeys put me in the 
right place when the 
season opened. Setting 
up my camouflage blind 
prior to the season had 
me sitting comfortably 
in my chair sipping on 
coffee and waiting for 

first light. Waiting for 
shooting time and listen-
ing to the woods come 
alive, was often the best 
part of  the hunt. During 
hunting I once watched 
a lone coyote sneaking 
up on my turkey decoys 
at first light. He had no 
idea I was watching him, 
and when I opened my 
blind door, he quickly 
hightailed it across the 
field.     

It was now legal shoot-
ing time and it was not 
long before I heard a 
couple of  tom turkeys 
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

LANDSCAPING
JON’S LAWNS

Services: 
MOWING 

SPRING CLEANUPS 
SHRUB TRIMMING

MULCHING 
Call 508-248-5488

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Are you willing to 
pay the price?

We’ve all been there 
before, standing at a 
crossroads, faced with 
a major decision that 
could shape our fu-
ture. Pacing back and 
forth, you ask yourself, 
“Should I? Shouldn’t I? 
What if  it doesn’t work 
out? Do I really believe 
in this? What should 
I do?” Each question 
adds weight to the deci-
sion, making the moment feel monumental.

It all boils down to this: Are you willing to pay the 
price?

Everything has a cost, and each decision requires 
something from us—be it time, money, effort, or even 
a piece of  our peace of  mind. We’re asking ourselves 
whether we can handle the potential losses and 
whether the potential gains are worth that sacrifice.

Consider the decision to propose or accept a mar-
riage proposal. It’s not just about the romantic mo-
ment or the excitement of  starting a life together. 
It’s about considering whether you’re ready to in-
tertwine your life with another’s, accepting all their 
strengths and flaws, supporting each other through 
every challenge, and celebrating every triumph. It’s a 
lifelong commitment that demands emotional invest-
ment and the readiness to grow together, even when 
the path gets rocky.

Or think about starting a business meant to revo-
lutionize an industry. It’s about the grueling hours of 
planning, the financial risk, and the personal strain 
it can place on your relationships. It means stepping 
into a competitive arena, ready to persist through 
setbacks and failures, with the vision of  creating 
something transformative.

Then there’s the choice of  a career path, especially 
one that’s demanding or high-stakes, like becoming a 
surgeon or a human rights lawyer. These professions 
require years of  intense education and training, im-
mense dedication, and, often, personal sacrifices. 
The costs are high—not just in time and money but 
also in the emotional toll of  high-pressure environ-
ments. Yet, the rewards can be substantial: the abili-
ty to profoundly save lives, influence positive change 
or contribute to justice.

Imagine the historical decision faced by George 
Washington when he chose to stand up against the 
British Empire. Here was a man, a farmer, and a sol-
dier weighing the immense risk of  leading a fledg-
ling group of  colonies in rebellion against one of  the 
world’s mightiest powers. The personal stakes were 
enormous: the potential loss of  his life, his family’s 
safety, and his property. The cost of  failure was not 
just personal ruin but the collapse of  an unprece-
dented aspiration for democratic governance. Yet, 
the potential gain of  a free and independent nation 
guided his decision, marking a pivotal turn in histo-
ry.

In the middle of  the night, he must have muttered 
to himself, “It’s a high cost to pay.”

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Turn To POSITIVE page     A12Turn To GARDENING page     A12Turn To HINT page     A14

Turn To OUTDOORS page     A12

It’s turkey hunting time

RALPH
TRUE

the great

outdoors

Courtesy

Jerry’s Bait & Tackle sponsored his annual trout derby at 
Louisia Lake last weekend in Milford. All in attendance had 
a great time catching trout and claiming their prizes for the 
largest trout caught.

MELINDA
MYERS

garden

MoMents

Courtesy — Corona Tools

When dividing perennial 
plants use a sharp spade or 
Hori Hori garden knife to eas-
ily cut plants into smaller 
sections. 

Dig, divide, and boost your garden’s beauty
when they have the time 
and can provide proper 
post-transplanting care.

Reduce the stress on 
plants by dividing peren-
nials on a cloudy, over-
cast day when the plants 
won’t dry out so quickly. 
Make sure the plants are 
well-watered a day or two 
in advance of  dividing.

Dig up the whole plant 
using a garden fork or 
sharp spade, like Corona 
Tools’ DigMaster Nurs-
ery Shovel (coronatools.
com), with its narrow, 
hardened steel blade. A 
shovel with a long handle 
and narrow blade makes 
it easier to access plants 
in small and hard-to-
reach spots in the flower 
garden.  

Carefully lift the plant 
out of  the soil. Depend-
ing on the plant and the 
tenacity of  its roots, you 
may be able to gently pull 
the roots apart with your 
hands. Otherwise, use a 
sharp spade or knife, such 
as a Hori Hori garden 
knife, or a reciprocating 
saw to cut the plant into 
smaller sections.  Some 
gardeners place two gar-
den forks back-to-back in 
the center of  the clump 
and pull the forks apart to 

KAREN
TRAINOR

take

the

hint

Celebrate the Planet: April 
Hosts Earth Day & Arbor Day
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

FRIDAY ACOUSTICS 
4/26   JONNY TAYLOR
5/3     HIT THE BUS

5/10    EVAN COUTURE

MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH 

10 to 3

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999$21999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

GOING
ON NOW!SALE!

SPRING BIG SELECTION
OF E-BIKES

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

New Spring specials.
Let us do the cooking!

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Opacum Land Trust Tree Planting Program 
enters final year:

Courtesy photo

Trees planted in the Central Street Parking lot in downtown 
Southbridge.

Courtesy photo

Lynn and Leo Cook and grandchildren with one of their new 
trees planted in Southbridge.

REGION - Opacum Land Trust 
wants to Green your Neighborhood 
with free trees! Heading into their fi-
nal year of  planting, Opacum Land 
Trust and their partner, East Quab-
bin Land Trust, have planted over 700 
trees in Ware and Southbridge with a 
goal of  planting 1,300 trees by the end 
of  Fall 2024. This program, funded by 
the U.S. Forest Service and the Massa-

chusetts Department of  Conservation 
and Recreation, provides free trees to 
homeowners, renters, businesses, and 
organizations in urban areas of  South-
bridge and Ware, Mass.

Modeled on Massachusetts’ Green-
ing the Gateway Cities Program of 
urban tree planting, the goal of  this 
project is to improve community 
health and provide economic benefits 

to residents by improving 
air quality and reducing 
temperatures through 
increased tree cover. 
Opacum Land Trust and 
East Quabbin Land Trust 
have been planting trees 
in Southbridge and Ware 
since 2019 and have been 
lucky to work with hun-
dreds of  residents and 
businesses to bring the 
benefits of  trees to their 
community. 

Trees provide many 
direct benefits to your 
health and wellbeing and 
can help you save money!  
Trees clean the air we 
breathe by removing dust 
and pollutants while also 
fighting climate change 
by absorbing carbon 
dioxide.  Trees also ab-
sorb rainwater, helping 
to prevent flooding and 
erosion in your yard and 
streets.  In the summer, 
shade trees can keep you 
comfortable and save you 
money by cutting your 
cooling costs by 30-40 per-
cent.  In addition, trees 
and landscaping can 
raise property values up 
to 20 percent. The bene-
fits are endless!

How it works: Opacum 
Land Trust provides the 
trees, along with the la-
bor and expertise of  an 

Turn To TREES page     A14
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508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

UMass Memorial Health – Community Healthlink   |   UMass Memorial Health – Harrington 
UMass Memorial Health – HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital   |   UMass Memorial Health – Marlborough Hospital 

UMass Memorial Medical Center   |   UMass Memorial Medical Group

We hire you. As an Addiction Therapist, Brittany makes big differences for her clients. 
But she also has a huge impact in her community, regularly volunteering for local organizations. With us, 
she enjoys a full, well-rounded life, thanks to a supportive culture, great compensation and benefits, and 
career growth opportunities. Join our team!

Addiction  
Therapist
Nature Lover
Community  
Volunteer

BRITTANY D. 
Therapist - Addiction  
Immediate Care 
UMASS MEMORIAL HEALTH — 
HARRINGTON

Find out everything Harrington  
has to offer your career and  
life at WeHireYou.org.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
 Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A

Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  Pur-
suant to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A. that on or after MARCH 
9,2024 at Cruise Control Transporta-
tion Inc. the following motor vehicle/s 
will be sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle
2019 RAM 1500 

VIN: 1C6RR7TT4KS614947
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :   Augustus Bobo Kormah
1 BROOKSIDE AVE
WORCESTER MA 01602

2002 JEEP LIBERTY
 vin: J4GL48K92W316977
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :   Ricardo Jacob Rivera
21 STERLING ST, APT 1,
WORCESTER MA 01610

2002 Chevrolet S-10
VIN:1GCDT19W728203722
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :   James Dubee 
92 Penn Ave
Worcester MA

2013 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL3AP7DC286271
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :   Frederick Geroux
PO BOX 652
CHARLTON MA 01507
          
 2004 Chevrolet Express
 VIN:1GCGG25V241171097
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Wilson Felipe Reyes Germon
15375 ROPCKAWAY BLVD
Jamaica NY 10458

2002 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL11D72C212873
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :         Norah Hickey
8 BRANCH DR
SMITHTOWN NY 11787

 2007 Toyota Yaris
VIN: JTDJT923775070051
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : David J Froais
7 FREDERICK ST
NORTH PROVIDENCE RI 02904

1998 Honda Accord
VIN:1HGCG5547WA218054
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Thomas John Reppucci,
33 NORTH ST,
WILMINGTON, MA 01887
April 26,2024
May 3,2024
May 10,2024
April 26, 2024

Town of Sturbridge
Zoning Board of Appeals

Public Hearing Notice Special Per-
mit

Jane & Timothy Seitz
In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at 6:35 
PM at the Center Office Building lo-
cated at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of Jane & Timothy Seitz.
The applicant is requesting a Special 
Permit pursuant to Article XVIII §300-
18.2 (2) and
a Finding pursuant to Article XV §300-
15.2A of the Zoning Bylaw to allow the 
raze and rebuild of an existing single 
family home on the property owned 
by Jane & Timothy Seitz located at 
97 Shore Road in accordance with 
the plans and application submitted. 
As proposed, the side setbacks will 
be reduced from 3.5’ & 7.7’ to 8.5’ & 
11.2’ where 15’ is required and the lot 
coverage will increase from 20.96% to 
24.02% where 15% is required. No oth-
er non-conformities will be intensified 
as a result of the proposed alterations.
The proposed request can be viewed 
at https://www.sturbridge.gov/zon-
ing-board-appeals/pages/recent-filings 
or arrangements can be made to view 
the application packet by contacting 
the Sturbridge Planning Department at 
(508)347-2508 or by email at jlacy@
sturbridge.gov.
Any person interested or wishing to 
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designated. 
Members of the public may watch the 
meeting online via the Town’s on de-
mand video broadcast or via cable tele-
vision on Channel 191. It is the intent 
to have this Public Hearing in person. 
However, if circumstances warrant, the 
Board may choose to hold this Hearing 
via virtual or hybrid (in person and vir-

tual) means. In the event of a virtual or 
hybrid meeting, notice and a link shall 
be posted on the ZBA website. Please 
note that the meeting/hearing will not 
be suspended or terminated if techno-
logical problems interrupt the virtual 
broadcast, unless otherwise required 
by law.
Diane Trapasso, Chair
Sturbridge Zoning Board of Appeals
April 25, 2024
May 2, 2024

April 14, 2024
The Brimfield Planning Board will hold 
a public hearing on May 08, 2024, at 
7:00 PM at the Hitchcock Center (2 
Brookfield Rd) regarding the town 
meeting articles regarding proposed 
zoning by-law changes. The proposed 
zoning by-law changes will affect Zon-
ing Bylaw 3.7: add 3.7.4 Duplex/Multi 
(8 units max), Family residential 
dwellings in Business District.
For the complete narrative of this pro-
posed changes please visit http://www.
brimfieldma.org, visit the 
Town Hall Annex at 23 Main Street or 
contact the Planning Board at plan-
ning@brimfieldma.org.
April 25, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on May 8, 2024, at 7PM 
on the application of Town of Charlton 
– Recreation Commission.
The applicant has filed for an 
amendment to an existing Order 
of Conditions DEP No. 128-1826 
the proposed ADA accessibility 
improvements to the existing Maynard 
Field Facility. The project location is: 12 
Dresser Hill Road Charlton, MA 01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the 
Acts of 2021, this meeting of the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
will be conducted in person and 
via remote means. Members of the 
public who wish to participate can 
access the meeting remotely, via 
Zoom Conferencing by calling 1-646 
558 8656 and using meeting ID # 
892 9898 0343 Passcode 458971 or 
using the link below https://us02web.
zoom.us / j / 89298980343?pwd= 
V j l M Z G l h U G R n Y z R k R 1 c 
2eTJTL3lWZz09
Copies of the Amendment may be 
examined at the Conservation Office 
by appointment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
April 25, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P1258EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Elizabeth M. Stevens
Date of Death:  11/02/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Janice A. Pena  of Southbridge MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Janice A. Pena  of Southbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/14/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an

inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 16, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 25, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  50 Randolph Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
  By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Jonathan Gonzalez 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for OCMBC, Inc., and now held 
by Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC, 
said mortgage dated October 21, 2021 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 66352, Page 303, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as Nominee 
for OCMBC, Inc. to Lakeview Loan 
Servicing, LLC by assignment dated 
August 25, 2023 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 69564, 
Page 202; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on May 21, 2024 at 
09:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings thereon, 
and all the privileges and appurte-
nances thereto belonging situated in 
said Southbridge, on the southerly 
side of Randolph Street, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the 
ground on the southerly line of 
Randolph Street at the northeasterly 
corner thereof and the northwest cor-
ner of land of David Calcagni, said 
pin being situated 50 feet westerly 
from the westerly line of Lyons Street; 
THENCE westerly along the southerly 

line of Randolph Street 50 feet to an 
iron pin at land formerly of Antaya; 
THENCE southerly along land former-
ly of Antaya 85 feet, more or less, to 
the northwest corner of land now or 
formerly of Joseph Marinelli et ux; 
THENCE in an easterly direction 
along the northerly line of land now or 
formerly of Joseph Marinelli et ux, 50 
feet to an iron pin at land of Calcagni; 
THENCE northerly by land of 
Calcagni 85 feet, more or less, to the 
point of beginning. 
BEING Lot No. 103 as numbered and 
shown on plan entitled “Plan of Lots 
for Mrs. A. P. Olney, Southbridge, 
Mass., made by John A. Whittaker, 
C.E. dated, August 15, 1901, record-
ed with Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds, Book of Plans 24, Plan 62
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
  For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated October 12, 2021 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
66352, Page 299.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, 
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the sale by 
the purchaser.  The balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in cash, 
certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days 
after the date of sale.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Lakeview Loan Servicing, 
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
April 11, 2024
April 18, 2024
April 25, 2024

NOTICE OF NAMES OF PERSONS APPEARING TO BE OWNERS OF 
CHECKS ISSUED BY THE TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE WHICH HAVE NOT 

BEEN CASHED AND ARE DEEMED ABANDONED
Town of Southbridge

Office of the Treasurer 
 According to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 200A, Section 5, checks 
are presumed abandoned unless claimed by the persons entitled to them within 
1 year after the date of publication.
 If your name is listed below, please send inquiries within 60 days to:
Town of Southbridge
Treasurer
41 Elm Street
Southbridge, MA  01550
508-764-5401

To download a claim form:
www.ci.southbridge.ma.us/DocumentCenter/View/656/Abandoned-and-Un-
claimed-Property-Claim-Form-PDF

NAME LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
RODRIGUEZ JOSE A SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
MD MOTORS INC SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
VEGAROSARIO CELIMAR SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
JOSEPH-PAUL P. SMITH WORCESTER MA  01606
PREMIERE SPEAKERS BUREAU, INC FRANKLIN TN  37067
PEDRO RODRIGUES FITCHBURG MA  01420
ELIZABETH CRAUN MANCHESTER CT  06040
NICOLE MURPHY SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
DARCY RUTH SCHULTZ NEWTON MA  02458
JARED J LATOUR WOODSTOCK CT  06281
MEREDITH ANNE DERIAN-TOTH WORCESTER MA  01602
PIZZA CHEF SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
HOSTESS BRANDS LLC LENEXA KS  66215
PASTRANA ADELAIDA IVETTE SPRINGFIELD MA  01104
ATKINSON JODY A SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
JEAN BONNIE LEE SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
B&D SUPPLY INC WORCESTER MA  01610-2623
EMILIE COURTNEY SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
ANA BOWDEN CHARLTON, MA  01507
CHAN DANIE SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
DAVID BURRIS DUDLEY MA  01571
KRILL, ASHLEY NICOLE SIERRA VISTA, AZ  85635-5647
LANDRIE, SARAH L SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
SANTA JONATHAN EVAN DORCHESTER MA  02122-1709
JABIAN GUTIERREZ WORCESTER MA  01604
JENNIFER BOUCKAERT WORCESTER MA  01607
BROWN, JAYTEA EMILY SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
GUZMAN EFIGENIA SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
KAMAU ROSEMARY W SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
HARNOIS, JASON A SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
MACNEIL JOSHUA P SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
HMH-COMPRECARE SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
JARRED BIGNESS SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
RODRIGUEZ JOSEFINA M SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
ALGIERI DOMINICK MICHAEL SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
SAGA REALTY CORP SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
SURPRENANT, RANDALL T SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
BENTO, COREY A SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
DIRLAM JOHN B SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
HUDSON HOME MANAGEMENT HOUSTON TX  77056
NALIA, CYNTHIA RAE SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
PELTIER, JADRIENNE MARGARET WORCESTER MA  01604
ZOE’S PIZZA LLC / GEORGE KARAMANAKIS LLC SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
FORD SHARON JEAN SOUTHBRIDGE MA  01550
Michelle L. Hill
Treasurer
41 Elm Street
Southbridge, Massachusetts 01550
April 25, 2024
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HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified news@

stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on May 8, 2024, at 7PM 
on the application of Sarah Aquafres-
ca.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the Replacement of a failed septic sys-
tem. The project location is: 73 Blood 

Road, Charlton, MA.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting of the Charlton Con-
servation Commission will be conduct-
ed in person and via remote means. 
Members of the public who wish to 
participate can access the meeting 
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by 
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?p-
wd=VjlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3lWZz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined 

at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
April 26, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
May 14, 2024 at 2:30pm
Center Office Building Meeting Room, 
301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA
In accordance with provisions of M.G.L. 
Ch. 40. the Board of Health will hold 

a Public Hearing on May 14, 2024, at 
2:30pm on the application of Stephen 
and Marcy Reed.  The applicant is re-
questing a Variance of the Local Well 
Regulations for the property located at 
88 South Shore Dr, Sturbridge, MA.
The Plan may be reviewed by contact-
ing the Sturbridge Health Department 
at (508) 347-2504 or Matthew Jalbert 
of Jalbert Engineering, 508-347-5136.
April 25, 2024
May 2, 2024

LEGALS



make the divisions. 
Discard the dead cen-

ter, if  needed, in the com-
post pile. Make sure each 
division has at least three 
to five healthy shoots and 
adequate roots. The larg-
er the division, the quick-

er it will fill in the space 
and possibly need divid-
ing sooner than smaller 
divisions.

Replant the divisions 
as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, store them in 
a cool, shaded location 
and keep the roots cov-
ered and moist.

Prepare the soil before 

planting. You can plant 
one of  the divisions in 
the original spot once the 
soil is amended. Use the 
others to fill in bare areas 
or start new garden beds. 
Dig a hole large enough 
to accommodate the 
roots. Plant the division 
at the same depth it was 
growing. Some garden-

ers set it slightly higher 
so it can settle in place. 
Either way, make sure 
the roots are not exposed 
and the crown, the part 
where the roots meet the 
stems, is not buried.

 
Gently firm the soil 

around the plant and 
water thoroughly.  Check 

gobbling in trees not far 
from my blind. Sudden-
ly, I spotted a couple of 
hen turkeys coming my 
way. As they slowly 
walked towards me, I 
could also hear their 
putting sounds which 
was also picked up by 
the two toms nearby. The 
toms gobbled excitingly 
and soon came into my 
sight. I normally give a 
couple of  calls on my tur-
key call, but with the two 
hens heading my way, I 
decided to keep quiet. It 
was not long before the 
two toms were in range 
for a shot, but I decided 
to wait and watch the 
show that was about to 
start. One tom decided to 

attack one of  my decoys, 
and when he was done 
with him he knocked the 
other decoy off  of  his 
stake, which was stuck 
in the ground.  

The two live hens 
were slowly walking 
away from the decoys 
and the two toms in to-
tal display were about 
to follow. It was time 
to harvest a bird. As I 
slowly poked the gun 
barrel out the window 
of  the blind, I took aim 
at the largest bird and 
squeezed the trigger. The 
No. 6 three-inch shell dis-
charged, sending a roar 
through the valley. The 
huge turkey laid still on 
the ground, as all of  the 
other turkeys scattered. 
I quickly rushed out of 

12  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, April 25-26, 2024

Outdoors
continued from page 7

Gardening
continued from page 7

TRHS
continued from page 1

open to helping each other—it's just an awesome envi-
ronment.”

The TRHS production of  “Little Shop of  Horrors” 
features a cast of  27 students and a crew of  30 students. 

One of  the show's standout features is its captivat-
ing visuals, including the puppetry work that brings 
the plant to menacing life on stage. There are four 
differently sized phases of  the fiendish plant’s growth 
that are operated by two student puppeteers through-
out the show. 

“This is our first time ever using puppets on stage, 
so this has been a huge challenge. The puppeteers and 
the voice of  the plant must work closely together as a 
team to bring this character to life,” read a statement 
released by production director Tyler Edmonds.

Students were thrilled to team up and master a 
challenging production, with plenty of  lighter mo-
ments enjoyed along the way.

“It’s so fun for my friends and I to develop our en-
semble characters. Those of  us that act as Skid Row 
Derelicts have come up with super creative and hi-
larious backstories for ourselves, and it’s so fun to 
see that come to life,” said sophomore Avery Adams. 
“I want to thank Mr. Edmonds for always working so 
hard to put on these productions. We are so lucky to 
have him as a director, and he deserves a major shout 
out for everything he does.”

Added senior Angelina Cassella, “My favorite 
scene is probably the finale (‘Don't Feed the Plants’ 
and ‘Ya Never Know’). The songs really bring great 
energy to the stage.”

The rehearsal process has also been a great way for 
younger students to continue their development.

“I’ve always wanted to be part of  Drama Club, no 
matter what show we are doing or what role I get. It's 
always fun to perform on stage,” said sophomore Mi-
chael Tamburri.

Tickets can be purchased at the door on the days of 
the show, or online through the Tantasqua Perform-
ing Arts' UniPay page. Admission is $12 for students/
seniors and $15 for adults.

Turn To BUDGET page     A13

es; they seek comment 
on priorities the town 
wants.

Baryluk said HMPs 
aim at a few major goals 
– “generally improving 
mitigation capabili-
ties;” reinforcing and 
protecting utilities, pub-
lic buildings and other 
critical infrastructure 
“so we're not investing 
in emergency response 
infrastructure that 
doesn't have adequate 
backup power, for ex-
ample;” improving com-
munication with the 
public on self-protec-
tion; ensuring “there's 
not a lot of  investment 
going into high-risk 
places;” and specifically 
addressing and prepar-
ing for climate change 
impacts.

This round of  plan-
ning will “accept feed-
back in any form,” but 
it'll focus on the survey 
as “the best opportu-
nity.” Specifically, they 
seek comments on how 
well the plan captures 
natural hazard risk 

and vulnerabilities in 
Southbridge, what proj-
ects and activities the 
Plan should prioritize, 
and “anything else you 
feel might be missing,” 
they noted.

The plan will go to 
Town Council for ap-
proval (probably “some-
time this fall”) after it 
goes to the state and 
FEMA for approval and 
edits, she added.

To ConCom member 
Kevin Buxton, the fo-
cus on “improvements 
made for sustainable 
long-term infrastruc-
ture” is a big step from 
the past ideology of 
“keep it cheap.” 

“This town has been 
very proactive about 
mitigating stormwater 
into the sewage sys-
tem,” Planning Board's 
Mike Loin said later. 

Baryluk said they 
have not yet seen 
those plans, but sewer 
plants in many towns 
“are starting to see is-
sues where the flow is 
reaching max capacity 
or even exceeding it.” 

The goal is to prevent 
streams from exceeding 
capacity if  possible.

Pam Paquin said 
she's “very interested in 
any ability to bury [pow-
er] lines,” noting she 
lived in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, when that 
city did it. Buried lines 
are safer, and it “makes 
sense strategically to 
bury lines and protect 
them,” she said. 

She also noted it'd 
be helpful to have “a 
list of  things that don't 
cost money,” including 
bylaw changes and “eco-
system services stuff 
we could put in place.” 
Baryluk noted they do 
include such things, but 
try to make the mitiga-
tion concepts slightly 
vague so they don't have 
trouble when they take 
it to FEMA in five years 
for review.

Referring to “the sev-
en perennial streams 
that come into the 
Quinebaug,” Paquin 
noted she visited Mont-
pelier, VT, for the recent 
eclipse. There, flooding 

saw streams create new 
courses, even though 
the floods themselves 
were lower than in pre-
vious years. 

“I'd love to hear best-
case practices and best-
case examples. If  there 
was a place to go see 
that, that'd be great and 
we could piggyback off 
that,” Paquin added.

Noting he got the 
grant to start this pro-
cess, Fire Chief  and 
Emergency Manage-
ment Director Paul 
Normandin praised 
FEMA for doing “yeo-
man's work” to update 
the plan and how it 
works with the town's 
existing emergency 
plan. They've talked to 
various groups about 
2005 flooding and cul-
vert cleaning, among 
other things, and FEMA 
will help the town write 
grants to handle these 
issues, he said. 

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Southbridge
continued from page 1

Taking on any of  these ventures could mean in-
vesting significant resources. It might disrupt your 
current routine, pushing you to work tirelessly into 
the foreseeable future. 

Imagine this: after a long day at your day job, you 
come home only to begin another shift, painstaking-
ly laying the groundwork for your dreams.

Are you ready to commit to such an extent? It’s 
in moments like these that careful deliberation be-
comes crucial. Starting with a burst of  motivation is 
one thing, but can you maintain that drive until the 
end, or is this enthusiasm merely a fleeting interest?

Will the late nights and early mornings chip away 
at your well-being, or will they be the stepping stones 
to fulfillment and success? Each decision, with its in-

herent risks and rewards, is a step towards defining 
who we are and what we can achieve.

Reflecting on these questions helps us gauge our 
readiness and prepare our hearts and minds for the 
journey ahead. Are you able to pay the price? Can 
you afford the cost?  

As you stand at your crossroads, pondering 
whether to advance or divert your path, weigh the 
cost meticulously—each decision carries profound 
consequences. Consider not only what might be lost 
but also the potential gains. 

Is this path true to your heart? The decision is 
yours alone. Counting the cost can bring substan-
tial worry, but worry not. Take a moment, breathe 
deeply, and step forward with courage. After careful 
deliberation, you’ll find that your choice will align 
with your deepest convictions, for you have fully 
counted the cost.

Positive
continued from page 7

Courtesy

Big lake trout from Wachusett Res. last week. They are still 
catching numerous lakers at Wachusett! 

the blind to retrieve my 
bird. I took a deep breath 
as my heart was still rac-
ing from the excitement 
of  the hunt. How fortu-
nate are we to still hunt 
this magnificent bird 
which was absent from 
our woods for so many 
years and reintroduced 
back into our open space 
only 20 years or so ago 
from Vermont and New 
York. 

Local streams and 
rivers were stocked with 
trout last week which 
included the West Riv-
er. Local lakes and ponds 
continue to produce 
some nice trout and Wa-
chusett Res. also is giv-
ing up some nice Lakers 
as this week's picture 
shows. Jerry’s Bait & 

Tackle sponsored his 
annual trout derby at 
Louisia Lake last week-
end in Milford. All in 
attendance had a great 
time catching trout and 
claiming their prizes for 
the largest trout caught.

 The Whitinsville Fish 
& Game Club held their 
annual kids’ fishing der-
by last weekend also and 
had a good number of 
youngsters participating 
in the event. 

Haddock fishing was 
red hot last week and 
should stay good until 
the waters warm and the 
fish head out to deeper 
water. The Weather also 
needs to cooperate!

Take A Kid Fishing 
and Keep Them Rods 
Bending. 

the soil moisture every 
few days and water deep-
ly and often enough to 
keep the roots slightly 
moist. Reduce your wa-
tering frequency as the 
plant begins to develop a 
more robust root system.

Start by dividing just 
one or two overgrown 
plants. As you master the 
technique, you will find it 
easier to divide perenni-
als when needed to keep 
your gardens looking 
their best.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written more than 20 gar-
dening books, including 

the recently released Mid-
west Gardener’s Hand-
book, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant vid-
eo series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and 
was commissioned by 
Corona Tools for her ex-
pertise in writing this 
article. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

learning, participato-
ry demonstrations, and 
engaging conversation 
around the recreated 
historical village. From 
witnessing the garden-
ers’ preparing the fields 
to observing the pot-
ters and blacksmiths in 
action, to meeting the 
beloved heritage breed 
animals, every corner of 
the village is alive with 
history.

Old Sturbridge Vil-

lage is open Wednesday–
Sunday from 9:30 a.m.–5 
p.m. 

From Friday, April 19, 
through Sunday, April 21, 
Old Sturbridge Village 
celebrated Village Earth 
Days. There were discus-
sions on the changing 
climate, the history of 
New England’s environ-
ment, sustainability, and 
more. Visitors could en-
joy a walk through the 
woods, watch the pol-
linators hard at work, 
and see the gardeners 
and farmers preparing 

for the growing season 
ahead. Highlights in-
cluded:

See special craft 
demonstrations like 
making watering cans 
in the Tin Shop, flower 
pots in the Pottery Shop, 
and garden tools in the 
Blacksmith Shop

Meet visiting teams of 
oxen and try your hand 
at plowing.

Watch demonstra-
tions of  seasonal cook-
ing and preservation

Enjoy special talks 
and tours on native 

plants, bees, renewing 
the soil and more. For de-
tails visit https://www.
osv.org/event/village-
earth-days/.

Adult visitors are en-
couraged to purchase 
tickets online in advance 
to save even more! In ad-
dition to Kids Free April, 
tickets purchased online 
include a $3 savings 
compared to tickets pur-
chased at the door. For 
full details, restrictions, 
and to purchase tickets 
visit: https://www.osv.

org/event/kids-free-
march-april/.

The Kids Free promo-
tion for April is applica-
ble only to standard full 
price adult daytime ad-
mission only. Please note 
that this promotion does 
not apply to field trips.

Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage is open Wednes-
day–Sunday from 9:30 
a.m.–5 p.m. For a full list 
of  events, visit: https://
www.osv.org/spring/.

OSV
continued from page 5



important to balance the 
interest in maintaining 
a small town feel with 
its business community, 
which tends to be heavily 
tourist oriented.

Overall, she said, 
“The budget appears 
to go up a lot,” but the 
bulk of  the change ($1.1 
million) is going to the 
senior center renovation 
project's first payment of 
prinicpal and interest. 
Including that, the bud-
get's rising 6.3 percent, 
but without it, just 3.6 
percent. 

Other notable chang-
es include the cyclical 
bounce in election fund-
ing (since this is a presi-
dential year); betterment 
fnding for equipment 
including a mower, little 
league scoreboard, and 
a trailer for trails; and 
the separate capital plan. 
The latter includes a $1.1 
million fire truck, utility 
vehicle, police command 
vehicle (regular cruisers 
are in the budget), brush 
mower and a couple 
dump trucks of  various 
sizes. 

Those will come from 
free cash because she's 
aiming to avoid inter-
est payments. This year, 
Sturbridge has $7.7 mil-
lion and plans to use $3.1 
million of  it, keeping 
the rest for unexpected 
later needs. Grimm said 
free cash usually comes 
from funds being turned 
back to the general fund 
at year's end due to staff 

turnover, typically when 
somebody leaves, but 
hiring a replacement 
gets delayed. 

Later, Mary Dowling 
noted the town used to 
use $200-$350,000 from 
free cash to offset tax 
rates, but hasn't done so 
in a few years. Although 
that amounts to only 
about $50 per median tax 
bill “it just shows the tax-
payer we're trying to give 
something back.”

Chair Jamie Goodwin 
deferred that to a “com-
prehensive policy discus-
sion” he intends to have 
in the fall.

Vehicles were a nota-
ble concern for partici-
pants, with several not-
ing that the industry's 
lead time is now two 
years or longer. Grimm 
said it's become “al-
most impossible” to get 
big truck bodies, so the 
administration will be 
looking at a new vehi-
cle purchase policy and 
five year plan. She later 
noted this issue pushed 
DPW to replace a motor 
in a vehicle they would 
rather replace entirely, 
but can't do without it for 
two years.

“Nobody's seeing 
anything get better,” 
she added. “...[We face] 
a whole host of  things, 
especially on the heavier 
equipment.”

Equally concerning is 
the uncertainty in state 
aid. With reports that 
Boston has been mak-
ing cuts, “we would not 
be comfortable based on 

what we hear,” she said. 
“...We're not going to see 
any dramatic increases.”

As usual, the budget's 
based on the governor's 
initial budget propos-
al. In good years, the 
House typically adds to 
it, and the town can add 
to theirs, but Finance 
Director Barbara Barry 
said, “I don't think we 
can do that this year.” 
She expects “the gover-
nor's numbers to hold,” 
but might even see the 
Legislature cut them.

Also unclear are 
where gas prices will go 
due to war in the Middle 
East and other factors. 
The town typically pays 
lower than everyday cit-
izens because it doesn't 
pay the taxes. Oil's price 
was running in the mid 
$80 range as of  last Sun-
day, but there have been 
recent predictions it 
could jump to $130 a bar-
rel.

The various uncer-
tainties prompted one 
participant to as “how do 
we do more with less?” 
Grimm said, “we're pret-
ty lean now,” and are 
trying to get more Munis 
licenses to make various 
departments' work more 
efficient and potentially 
avoid hiring more peo-
ple. That might not result 
in “a cost reduction, but 
we'll probably see better 
service for the money.”

“We can't really re-
duce much more,” she 
said. “If  someone's out, 
there's nobody in an of-
fice in most cases.”
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NOW TAKING MOTHER’S DAY RESERVATIONS

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pmGIFT 
CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 4/31/24

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

Fri 4/26 & Sat. 4/27 (after 5pm) 

TILAPIA

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Barbara J. Vadnais 
(Bonneville) age 91, died on 
August 23, 2023 at Schuyler 
Ridge Residential Health 
Care in Clifton Park, NY sur-
rounded by loved ones. Born 
January 13,1932 in Putnam, 
CT, she was the young-
est daughter of  the late 
Eugene A. Bonneville from 
Putnam, CT and Georgina 
MacIvor Bonneville, origi-
nally from Baddeck, Nova 
Scotia. Barbara was prede-
ceased by brothers Norman 
Bonneville and Robert 
Bonneville; sisters Pauline 
Snelgrove and Viola 
Cerreto.

After graduating from Putnam 
High School as Salutatorian, Barbara 
attended nursing school before mar-
rying John A. Vadnais, also from 
Putnam, on March 31, 1951.

After her husband’s service in the 
Navy they settled In Southbridge, 
Mass. to raise their young fami-
ly. John began a career with IBM 
Corporation which led to subsequent 
moves to Wappingers Falls, NY, 
Granby, Quebec Canada and back to 
Poughkeepsie, NY.

Along with being an avid reader 
and a wonderful cook, Barbara was 
a loving mother who used her tal-

ents to sew, quilt 
and knit for her 
family.

She is survived 
by 4 children. 
John A. Vadnais 
Jr. and his 
wife Donna of  
Poughkee psie, 
NY. Susan 
Vadnais Bolde 
and her husband 
Lannie of  Ulster 
Park, NY. Janet 
Vadnais Olson 
and her hus-
band David of  
LaGrangeville, 
NY.  Judy 

Vadnais Keute and her husband 
Robert of  Schroon Lake, NY. 6 grand-
children and 3 great grandchildren.

Memorial services will be held 
on April 27, 2024 at 11:30 am at St. 
Mary’s Church, 218 Providence 
Street, Putnam, CT.  Burial will fol-
low at St. Mary Cemetery.

For memorial guestbook please 
visit: www.gordoncemerickfuneral-
home.com.

In lieu of  flowers, please consider 
donating to Bright Focus Foundation, 
www.brightfocus.org, supporting 
macular degeneration research.

Barbara J. Vadnais, 91
John A. Vadnais, 

age 93, died peace-
fully at home in 
Glenmont, NY on 
October 11, 2023, 
surrounded by loved 
ones. Born June 8, 
1930 in Putnam, CT, 
he was the young-
est son of  the late 
Francois X. Vadnais 
and Yvonne DeLisle. 
He was predeceased 
by brother Francis 
Vadnais and sister 
Loretta Langlois.

On March 31, 1951 
he married Barbara 
J. Bonneville, also 
from Putnam. John served in the 
Navy during the Korean War before 
settling in Southbridge, Mass. as a 
Tool and Die maker. He later moved 
his family to Poughkeepsie, NY to join 
IBM Corporation in 1964. His career 
eventually led him to help establish 
the IBM Bromont site in Canada as 
Materials Manager. After his assign-
ment in Quebec, John returned to 
New York as GTD site Procurement 
Manager in East Fishkill, NY.

In retirement he enjoyed wood 
working, making furniture for his 
family and gardening.

He was predeceased by his wife, 

Barbara, on August 23, 
2023. He is survived 
by 4 children. John A. 
Vadnais, Jr. and his wife 
Donna of  Poughkeepsie, 
NY. Susan Vadnais Bolde 
and her husband Lannie 
of  Ulster Park, NY. Janet 
Vadnais Olson and her 

husband David of  LaGrangeville, NY. 
Judy Vadnais Keute and her husband 
Robert of  Schroon Lake, NY. 6 grand-
children and 3 great grandchildren. 

 Memorial services will be held on 
April 27, 2024 at 11:30 am, St. Mary’s 
Church, 218 Providence Street., 
Putnam, CT. Burial will follow at St. 
Mary Cemetery.

For memorial guestbook please 
visit www.gordoncemerickfuneral-
home.com

In lieu of  flowers, please consider a 
donation to Alzheimer’s Association 
at www.alz.org

John A. Vadnais,  93

OBITUARIES

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
TOWN-WIDE

Rutland, MA 
28th Annual Town Wide Yard Sale  

Sat. April 27  
200+ participants

Maps at town lines and on Common 
(Rts 122A and 56) starting at 7:15 AM 

Rain or Shine  ~  Join the Fun!

Sturbridge
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Goodwin agreed, say-
ing, “With the exception 
of  the senior center, it's a 

relatively status quo ante 
budget. …We're holding 
course as best we can.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

"The (school) assessment increas-
es are attributed to two major factors. 
Due to continually declining enroll-
ment, the district has only received 
the minimum aid contribution from 
the state ($30 per student) in Chapter 
70 since 2007. Reduced enrollment does 
not directly equate to lower operation-
al costs for the schools, so the towns 
have had to fill the gap year-over-year 
left by the state. Additionally, the for-
mula which determines the minimum 
contribution of  the Town of  Charlton 
to education increased by over 9 per-
cent from last year. This is an addition-
al burden added to the town to fund its 
educational obligations,” said Golas. 
“Providing a high-quality education 
is a major factor in making Charlton 
a desirable place to live. The Board of 
Selectmen supports maintaining and 
improving the educational offerings 
for the schools to keep Charlton a great 
place to live. As the State’s funding gap 
continues to increase, we will need to 
keep an eye on the affordability of  the 
assessment versus our available reve-
nues. In FY25, what is being proposed 
by the School Committee is affordable 
to the Town of  Charlton.” 

Aside from education spending, Go-
las broke down some of  the major fac-
tors driving the increase on the general 
government side of  the budget as well. 

“The major increase is attributed to 
increases in retirement and insurance 
costs. This year, insurance costs are 
projected to increase by nine percent 
and retirement by 10 percent. In total, 
this is an increase of  $628,676. The op-
erational budget includes the addition 
of  two firefighter positions to bring all 

shift groups to six members per shift 
and the addition of  a Facilities Direc-
tor position with necessary support 
staff. The total General Government 
increase is proposed to be $1.1 million,” 
said Golas. 

The Town Administrator also con-
firmed that assuming the proposed 
Fire Department Substation funding 
debt exclusion passes during the May 
4 municipal election, that cost will not 
apply to the town’s tax levy until Fiscal 
Year 2027.

While increases to the budget are 
never welcome news, Golas did share 
some positive updates on the town's 
revenue growth. Increased business 
along Route 20, especially the addition 
of  the Amazon warehouse, has helped 
alleviate some of  the tax burden on 
residents, but the town remained con-
servative in its approach to the Fiscal 
Year 2025 budget. Golas revealed that 
once their new growth was certified, it 
outpaced projections and helped offset 
some of  the added cost in the newly 
proposed spending plan. Town offi-
cials are optimistic that the continued 
growth will ensure the long-term sta-
bility of  the budget.

Charlton’s new budget will be put to 
a vote during the annual town meeting 
on May 20. Golas indicated that there 
are no proposed changes if  the spend-
ing plan were to fail. 

“The budget proposed meets the 
projected municipal revenues in FY25. 
We know that Town Meeting is able 
to propose changes, but we feel that 
the increases proposed are impactful 
and allow us to provide better overall 
services to the community. I don’t be-
lieve there are any areas ripe or recom-
mended to be cut from what is being 
proposed,” said Golas.

Budget
continued from page 1

open to helping each other—it's just an awesome envi-
ronment.”

The TRHS production of  “Little Shop of  Horrors” 
features a cast of  27 students and a crew of  30 students. 

One of  the show's standout features is its captivat-
ing visuals, including the puppetry work that brings 
the plant to menacing life on stage. There are four 
differently sized phases of  the fiendish plant’s growth 
that are operated by two student puppeteers through-
out the show. 

“This is our first time ever using puppets on stage, 
so this has been a huge challenge. The puppeteers and 
the voice of  the plant must work closely together as a 
team to bring this character to life,” read a statement 
released by production director Tyler Edmonds.

Students were thrilled to team up and master a 
challenging production, with plenty of  lighter mo-
ments enjoyed along the way.

“It’s so fun for my friends and I to develop our en-
semble characters. Those of  us that act as Skid Row 
Derelicts have come up with super creative and hi-
larious backstories for ourselves, and it’s so fun to 
see that come to life,” said sophomore Avery Adams. 
“I want to thank Mr. Edmonds for always working so 
hard to put on these productions. We are so lucky to 
have him as a director, and he deserves a major shout 
out for everything he does.”

Added senior Angelina Cassella, “My favorite 
scene is probably the finale (‘Don't Feed the Plants’ 
and ‘Ya Never Know’). The songs really bring great 
energy to the stage.”

The rehearsal process has also been a great way for 
younger students to continue their development.

“I’ve always wanted to be part of  Drama Club, no 
matter what show we are doing or what role I get. It's 
always fun to perform on stage,” said sophomore Mi-
chael Tamburri.

Tickets can be purchased at the door on the days of 
the show, or online through the Tantasqua Perform-
ing Arts' UniPay page. Admission is $12 for students/
seniors and $15 for adults.

Turn To BUDGET page     A13
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ceive a free subscription to 
the foundation’s bimonthly 
newsletter as well as an Ar-
bor Day gardener’s handbook 
and tree information guide. 
In addition, members enjoy 
up to a 50 percent discount on 
over 100 trees and shrubs. For 
more information, visit ar-
borday.org.

**
Earth Day: This year 

marks the 54th anniversary of 
Earth Day. Begun as a grass 
roots movement, the day to 
recognize and respect Moth-
er Earth, has grown to global 
proportions.  Each year envi-
ronmental issues are tackled 
as rallies, programs and pro-
tests are planned across the 
world.  Organized efforts pro-
mote environmental respon-
sibility through such earth 
friendly actions as recycling, 
conserving and preserving.  

EARTHDAY.ORG is un-
wavering in its commitment 
to end plastics for the sake of 
human and planetary health, 
demanding a 60 percent re-
duction in the production of 
all plastics by 2040. 

To join the Earth Day 2024 
Campaign, log onto earthday.
com for coordinating world-
wide events for Earth Day 
2024 and beyond.

**
Save Water and Save the 

World
Saving our natural re-

sources is an important effort 
in which all ages can partic-
ipate. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) pro-
motes water efficiency year 
round and offers these “water 
waster” solutions in time for 
Earth Day. 

 
Challenge: Leaky faucets 

that drip at the rate of  one 
drip per second can waste 
more than 3,000 gallons of 
water each year.

Solution: If  you're unsure 
whether you have a leak, read 
your water meter before and 
after a two-hour period when 
no water is being used. If  the 
meter does not read exactly 
the same, you probably have 
a leak.

 **
Challenge: A leaky toilet 

can waste about 200 gallons 
of  water every day.

Solution: To tell if  your 
toilet has a leak, place a drop 
of  food coloring in the tank; 
if  the color shows in the bowl 
without flushing, you have a 
leak.

 **
Challenge: A full bath-

tub requires about 70 gal-
lons of  water, while taking a 
five-minute shower uses 10 to 
25 gallons.

Solution: If  you take a 
bath, stop the drain immedi-

ately and adjust the tempera-
ture as you fill the tub.

 **
Challenge: The average 

bathroom faucet flows at a 
rate of  two gallons per min-
ute.

Solution: Turning off  the 
tap while brushing your teeth 
in the morning and at bed-
time can save up to eight gal-
lons of  water per day, which 
equals 240 gallons a month!

 **
Challenge: The typical sin-

gle-family suburban house-
hold uses at least 30 percent 
of  their water outdoors for 
irrigation. Some experts es-
timate that more than 50 per-
cent of  landscape water use 
goes to waste due to evapora-
tion or runoff  caused by over-
watering.

Solution: Drip irrigation 
systems use between 20 to 50 
percent less water than con-
ventional in-ground sprin-
kler systems. They are also 
much more efficient than 
conventional sprinklers be-
cause no water is lost to wind, 
runoff, and evaporation. If 
your in-ground system uses 
100,000 gallons annually, you 
could potentially save more 
than 200,000 gallons over the 
lifetime of  a drip irrigation 
should you choose to install 
it. That adds up to savings of 
at least $1,150!

**

Virtues of  Trees:
Trees play a crucial role 

in reducing energy costs for 
homeowners.  Planted stra-
tegically, they can provide 
shade, which helps keep 
buildings cooler during hot 
weather. According to the Ar-
bor Day Foundation, home-
owners can save up to 20% 
on energy bills by having the 
right trees in the right places.

**
Trees lower surface and 

air temperatures by provid-
ing shade. Shaded surfaces 
may be 20–45°F cooler than 
the peak temperatures of  un-
shaded materials.

**
The Center for Urban 

Forest Research proclaimed 
planting a tree can have a 
significant impact on lower-
ing energy use. It claims: "If 
you plant a tree today on the 
west side of  your home, in 
five years your energy bills 
should be three percent less. 
In 15 years, the savings will 
be nearly 12 percent.”

**
Trees remove pollution 

from the atmosphere, im-
proving air quality and hu-
man health.

**
According to the USDA, 

one large tree can provide a 
day’s supply of  oxygen for up 
to four people.

**

Roadside trees reduce 
nearby indoor air pollution 
by more than 50%.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House
Your tips can win you a 

great dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House His-
toric Inn in Sturbridge! Sim-
ply send in a hint to be en-
tered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month (or 
whenever enough entries are 
received) will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I'm in 
the business of  dispensing 
tips, not inventing them (al-
though I can take credit for 
some), I'm counting on you 
readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding house-
hold or garden matters?  If 
so, why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints 
are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Hint
continued from page 7

REGION - Opacum 
Land Trust wants to 

Green your Neighborhood with free trees! Heading 
into their final year of  planting, Opacum Land Trust 
and their partner, East Quabbin Land Trust, have 
planted over 700 trees in Ware and Southbridge with 
a goal of  planting 1,300 trees by the end of  Fall 2024. 
This program, funded by the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Massachusetts Department of  Conservation and 
Recreation, provides free trees to homeowners, rent-
ers, businesses, and organizations in urban areas of 
Southbridge and Ware, Mass.

Modeled on Massachusetts’ Greening the Gate-
way Cities Program of  urban tree planting, the goal 
of  this project is to improve community health and 
provide economic benefits to residents by improv-
ing air quality and reducing temperatures through 
increased tree cover. Opacum Land Trust and East 
Quabbin Land Trust have been planting trees in 
Southbridge and Ware since 2019 and have been 
lucky to work with hundreds of  residents and busi-
nesses to bring the benefits of  trees to their commu-
nity. 

Trees provide many direct benefits to your health 
and wellbeing and can help you save money!  Trees 
clean the air we breathe by removing dust and pol-
lutants while also fighting climate change by absorb-
ing carbon dioxide.  Trees also absorb rainwater, 
helping to prevent flooding and erosion in your yard 
and streets.  In the summer, shade trees can keep you 
comfortable and save you money by cutting your 
cooling costs by 30-40 percent.  In addition, trees and 
landscaping can raise property values up to 20 per-
cent. The benefits are endless!

How it works: Opacum Land Trust provides the 
trees, along with the labor and expertise of  an ar-
borist and planting crew to plant the trees. The trees 
are custom picked for your location by an arborist to 
ensure that the tree thrives and that you love them! 
Tree recipients only need to agree to water and care 
for the tree after planting. There’s no cost to the re-
cipient. With a total value of  $650 per tree, this is an 
exciting opportunity for the communities of  South-
bridge and Ware.    

Want to Get Free Trees? Hurry and sign up now 
to get on the planting list before time runs out! This 

program is open to renters, homeowners, business, 
organizations and public properties in Ware and 
Southbridge. Southbridge residents can sign up at 
OpacumLT.org/trees or contact Steve Brady, South-
bridge Tree Planting Coordinator, at SBrady@
opacumlt.org, (508) 347-9144. Ware residents can sign 
up at EQLT.org/about-the-project or call East Quab-
bin Land Trust at (413) 477-8229.

About Opacum Land Trust
Opacum Land Trust is a regional, non-profit 

land conservation organization that protects land 
for wildlife, forestry, farming, water, and outdoor 
recreation. We work in a 13-town region stretching 
from eastern Hampden Country and southwestern 
Worcester County in the towns between Monson and 
Charlton. Founded in 2000, Opacum currently pro-
tects over 3,852 acres of  land and is actively working 
to protect more land across the service area. 

Reach out to us at Opacum Land Trust, PO Box 
233, Sturbridge, MA 01566; info@opacumlt.org, (508) 
347-9144 and check out our website for events, prop-
erties you can visit, and ways to get involved at www.
OpacumLT.org

Trees
continued from page 8

recent hurricane to 
make landfall here was 
still Bob in the 1990s. 

That said, though, 
tropical storms have 
often had more impact. 
Irene in 2011 caused 
major flooding in Ver-
mont in part because 
of  the state's “complex 
terrain,” and the fact 
they'd had very wet 
conditions before then, 
he said. 

Bay Staters are 
more likely to know 
of  or remember the 
double-whammy of 
1955, when Connie 
and Diane hit back-to-
back and a third storm 
skirted the south coast 
without making land-
fall. Combined, they 
dumped more than 25 
inches of  rain in many 
places, hitting West-
ern Massachusetts 
particularly hard (as 
Southbridge residents 
alive them know all 
too well). Those floods 
prompted major in-
vestments in dams, 
levees and other flood 
control methods.

The last major hur-
ricanes were Category 
3 Carol and Edna in 
1954, with the storm 
between them just 
missing us; he noted 
“they happen every 
100 years or so.” Hurri-
canes usually “come in 
clumps,” and concern 
about the next round 
“keeps us awake at 
night,” he added. 

It probably should, 
since tropical areas 
are starting to see hur-
ricanes so strong sci-
entists have begun ad-
vocating adding a Cat 
6 to the Saffir-Simpson 
Scale. Cat 5, now the 
highest, covers storms 
with sustained wind 
over 157 mph; Cat 6 
would start at 193 mph. 
So far five storms have 
crossed that thresh-
old, all of  them in the 
Pacific. The strongest 
Atlantic storms have 
been Allen in 1980 
(wind speed 190 mph) 
and Wilma in 2015 
(lowest pressure, 882 
mb; 185 mph; three oth-
er storms also hit that 
speed).

Hurricane Carol 

prompted the forma-
tion of  the National 
Hurricane Center, 
Fisher said. Before 
that, none of  the hur-
ricanes had much 
warning since there 
were no satellites. The 
unnamed hurricane 
of  1938 rolled across 
the region at 45-50 
mph, killed about 700 
people, “crashed the 
lumber industry” and 
devastated our forests. 
A storm in 1888 caused 
so much road flooding 
in Boston it sparked 
construction of  the 
subway. The “Great 
Colonial Hurricane 
of  1635,” estimated at 
Cat 3, is mostly known 
from sediment cores 
and “very detailed di-
aries,” including those 
of  governors Bradford 
and Winthrop.

 The strongest 
storms our region gets, 
however, tend not to be 
in summer. They're 
more often cold-sea-
son Nor-easters. Most 
of  us remember the 
Blizzard of  '78, which 
is “still the gold stan-
dard” because of  how 

it changed forecasting. 
Before that, he said, 
forecasts were “very 
poor” and “more gen-
eralized” than today. 
“Only about two fore-
casters in Boston pre-
dicted a big storm for 
this,” Fisher noted. 

The blizzard actu-
ally began hours after 
it was predicted to, 
so many people were 
caught on the roads 
and stranded in 40 
inches of  snow and 
huge drifts.

New England saw 
more snow in Febru-
ary 1969, when the Mt 
Washington area got 
100 inches in 100 hours, 
while 2015's “Snow 
Blitz” saw 94 inches 
over the course of  30 
days. Fisher showed 
photos from that year 
of  a woman digging 
her car out of  snow 
over her head; there 
were “drifts up to 20 
feet high,” he recalled.

On the other end of 
the spectrum, heat has 
also been a major con-
cern, and is likely to 
be more serious with 
climate change. Fish-

er cited the Summer 
Swelter of  1911, when 
people routinely wore 
wool, layers and hats 
even in summer. Cities 
“opened their parks 
to sleep in,” but more 
than 2000 died. That 
year's 104-degree peak 
is still Boston's record. 

It will probably get 
broken in time. Cli-
mate projections say 
our region is head-
ing toward being like 
southern Georgia by 
2100. Fisher said right 
now our climate is 
“like New York City 
100 years ago.” He rec-
ommended farmers 
look at New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania for sim-
ilar crops, but said we 
will likely see “no par-
ticular tipping point.” 
Instead, it will “just be 
harder to adapt.”

One audience mem-
ber noted that's al-
ready happening. She 
said she's seen “this lit-
tle thing and that little 
thing” making it more 
difficult for people to 
grow food to support 
themselves. Others cit-
ed spring frosts wiping 

out peaches across the 
region last year and a 
combination of  weath-
er and disease killing 
trees.

Climate change 
will emphasize the ex-
tremes in precipitation 
and temperature, even 
as the average rises. 
Fisher noted that ef-
fect has sometimes 
surprised even him. At 
one point, he calculat-
ed the number of  top 
10 warmest months 
vs coldest and found 
we've seen 52 of  the 
former versus just one 
of  the latter. 

“I never imagined 
it'd be that lopsided,” 
he said.

On the other hand, 
he added, “the peak 
climate projections 
for temperature have 
come down because 
countries are making 
changes. … There has 
been progress. It's not 
all gloom and doom.”

Gus Steeves can 
be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

Storms
continued from page 3

she put on their faces 
by doing small tasks 
such as hanging up 
their coats and helping 
them put them back on 
before leaving. Some-
thing that caught my 
eye was the ‘healing 
bell’ that was on the 

wall between rooms 
three and four. Many 
of  the clients' wounds 
take a couple of  weeks 
to months to heal, and 
this bell gives them 
hope that one day they 
will complete their 
treatment and their 
wounds will finally be 
healed.”  

Breault concluded, 
“During this obser-
vation, I saw all types 
of  wounds on differ-
ent body locations, a 
wound vac, and the hy-
perbaric oxygen ther-
apy chamber, which 
I found incredible. 
The nurse that I was 

observing, along with 
the rest of  the staff 
at the clinic, were so 
friendly, caring, and 
organized and provid-
ed thorough and ex-
traordinary care to ev-
ery client that walked 
through their doors. 
Overall, I loved hav-
ing this fantastic op-

portunity! I learned so 
much about the wound 
care process!”

According to Bolan-
drina, “At Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
Academy, we believe 
that student engage-
ment and patient advo-
cacy are contributory 
to a well-rounded, pru-

dent nurse. Success is 
intentional. Ashley’s 
reflections and active 
engagement in em-
powering, she is an 
impressive young lady 
who is bound to make 
wonderful contribu-
tions in the nursing 
field.”

Wound Care
continued from page 2
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

COMING SOON!!!
AUBURN

4 Room, 2 Bedroom  Cape, Sided, Recent 
Windows, Furnace, Roof, 
Country Setting $275,000

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CHARLTON- 
New to the Market

CHARLTON- 
2400 sq. ft. Colonial

SOUTHBRIDGE-
22x20’ Livingroom

HOLDEN
55+ Community

Don’t WAIT 
Until your

Open House
 to Find You
New Home

Buyer
 Representative 

Available

DUDLEY- 
Motivated Seller

*Overlooks a bubbling brook 
and wooded lot *3 BR plus office 

or sitting room *Fireplace
*22’ Livingroom *Family Room

*4 BR * 2.5 Baths
*Kitchen w/ Hickory cabinets

*Pristine Condition
*Fireplace/Familyroom

*Familyroom *1.5 Baths
*Above Ground Pool

*22” Kitchen *Den with Stove

*2.5 Baths *Hardwood Floors
*Gas Fireplace

*1st Floor Familyroon

*3 BR *Newly Carpeted
* New Septic *Town Water

*Kitchen/Dining Room

91 Blood Rd $499,900 93 Haggerty Rd $659,900 48 Tea Party Circle $580,000

34 Ridge Rd $300’s316 Dresser Hill Rd $300’s

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  

SORRY, SOLD!

New to the Market - Own-
er Occupied 2 Family  Ex-
tremely Well Cared For - 
Many Important  Updates.  
Don’t Miss This One!  .

$359,900

This property offers 
a whole lot more than meets 
the eye! 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st 
flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. 
A rear open porch provides a 
private space & scenic views 
has DEVELOPMENT POTEN-
TIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF RANCH HOME! 
1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 

FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, upscaled kitch-
en with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hardwood 
Floors! central air. 2 car garage $614,500

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful & 
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot. 
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/-   NOW ONLY $239,900.

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2  

Featured Open House!!  
WEBSTER- 38 RAY STREET UNIT#3

SUNDAY 12-1:30PM

WEBSTER - 22 COOPER ROAD  
New Construction Gorgeous 2250 
+/- SQ FT Colonial. 4 brms, 2-1/2 
Bath. Open Concept 1st flr, Crown 
Moldings, High End Cabinetry W/
Island, Granite Counters. Hardwood 
Flooring throughout, MASTER 
SUITE - WALK IN Closet, Hugh 
MASTER BATH! 2 car Garage, Close 
to Lakeside Beach & Boat Ramp! 
2nd one of 4 To Be Built! $549,000

WEBSTER-22 HALL RD 

1st Time Offered!!  Young 2200 Sq ft Cape. This one can be your’s! Young 
2200+ Sq ft Cape/Split  7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 3 full baths! Master bed/Bath! 
Bonus - finished stairway to the massive unfinished 2nd floor. 3/4 Acre 
of land mostly Landscaped. Kitchen w/Island & dining room. Hardwood, 
ceramic, & carpet flrs. Heated 2 car garage, Sailing Assoc. very close by., 
beach, boat ramp,. So much more!  NOW $559,900 

WEBSTER - 96 CHASE AVE       
OPEN HOUSE SUN 4/28  11 am to 2 pm

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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Until April 30, we’re discounting our most popular products

Windows & Doors 
Triple Savings Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $400 off each window and $850 off each entry/patio door and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase 
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 4/1/2024 and 4/30/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the 
promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. 
Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 22022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders, 
architects & homeowners. 3See Renewal by Andersen® Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

1

3

2

Save $400

Save $850

Save $850

1-800-209-2746

Call for your Free Window and Door Diagnosis

Our Link to Andersen®: 
Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of Andersen, 
the #1 trusted window brand.2

Superior Material:  
Our composite Fibrex® window material 
is 2X stronger than vinyl, which is why  
our windows will last for years.3

Certified Master Installers:  
When it comes to installations, 
experience matters. Our crews have 
installed thousands of windows and  
must pass our tough certification 
program. And if they’re not respectful 
and clean, we won’t hire them. 

on windows1

on patio doors1

on entry doors1

NO Money Down  |  NO Monthly Payments  |  NO Interest    FOR 1 YEAR1

+

+

+
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