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CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
town of  Charlton has a 
rich history dating back 
to its first settlement in 
the early 1700s, but by the 
end of  that decade pos-
sibly the most historical 
structure in the commu-

nity made its debut and 
still stands today as a tes-
tament to Charlton’s past.

Nestled along Stafford 
Street, the 22-room, 
three-story Rider Tavern 
opened its doors in 1797, 
and quickly became an 
important stop along a 
stagecoach road through 
town. For more than 200 

years, the Tavern has 
been considered one of  
the best documented 
examples of  a wayside 
tavern of  the Federal 
period in New England. 
Owned and managed by 
the Charlton Historical 
Society, the group is hop-
ing to bring more aware-
ness to the Tavern in the 

2020s. 
Charlton Historical 

Society President Frank 
Morrill said the Society 
is making great efforts 
to remind Charlton of  
the importance of  the 
Tavern. Morrill said the 
Tavern was original-
ly meant to serve as an 
outlet for products from 

a local distillery and 
became a prime location 
to rest on the main thor-
oughfare. Over the last 
two centuries the Tavern 
has stood the test of  time 
hosting Masonic meet-
ings, Victorian Balls 
and even serving as the 
setting of  several films 
including some filmed 

during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. However, it was in 
the early 1800s that the 
Tavern earned its great-
est claim to fame with a 
visit from an icon of  the 
Revolutionary War.

In 1824, Marquis de 
Lafayette, better known 

Sturbridge 
DPW lists

year’s roadwork
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 STURBRIDGE — Selectmen addressed a bunch of  
small issues at their March 6 meeting, most of  them 
related to public works.

DPW Director Heather Blakeley started by summariz-
ing her fiscal 2024 paving plan. A key part of  it will be 
to finish Stallion Hill Road from Douty to Leadmine, to 
finish the Laurel Hill-Orchard-Shepherd Park neighbor-
hood, and do Putnam and Ladd roads. One area that was 
proposed for paving won’t happen (Walker Pond Road) 
because the department is considering a waterline proj-
ect to address the existence of  about 20 contaminated 
wells first. 

Residents raised that issue several meetings ago, not-
ing the contamination is coming from an old state salt 
shed on the Mass Pike nearby.

Blakeley said she’s also looking at doing more sewer 
line work along route 20 and water tank repair and pos-
sible replacement. 

Board members asked about the parking lot project, 
and she noted it should be done this fall. Similarly, they 
were concerned about the Rte 20 project near Yankee 
Candle, which has been stalled for some time. Jamie 
Goodwin said there’s been some conflict between the 
contractor and the state, and suggested doing a Freedom 
of  Information Act request to find out what’s going on.

Town Administrator Robin Grimm agreed, adding 
she’s been talking to the town attorneys about filing in 
court as an “interested party” to get more information 
and have some say.

Water/Sewer Director Shane Moody added his 
department is conducting regular PFAS testing and 
a townwide survey for lead piping in the system. He 
said they’ll visit every connected house, and will have 
to assume a home has it if  the owners don’t let them 
inspect.

In other issues, Fire Chief  John Grasso said he’s been 
seeing a larger number of  carbon monoxide calls this 
winter. Most of  them have been false alarms, but he 
urged people to check their detectors and clean chim-
neys, pellet stove outlets, and dryer outlets annually 
(preferably before winter). 

He praised the department’s two new firefighters for 
being the top two in their academy class.

Grimm also announced there’s a Daughters of  the 
American Revolution ceremony honoring local veter-
ans of  that war in the historical cemetery next to the 
Center Office Building Friday, March 17 at 2 p.m. She 
said it’s one of  several similar events around the state, 
and part of  the DAR’s state convention, which is meet-
ing in Southbridge March 16-18.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— After an extensive 
debate on Tuesday, March 
7, the Town Council’s 
Planning & Development 
subcommittee voted 
unanimously to send an 
“expression of  interest” 
for $1 million in Mass 
Works grant funding to 
rebuild sidewalks in the 
town’s commercial zones. 
The actual council vote 
happened this Monday, 
after this paper’s dead-
line.

“Stop catering to the 
millionaires and start 
thinking about the little 

guys,” Scott Lazo said 
when he proposed the 
change. He noted many 
sidewalks “look like an 
earthquake went off,” 
while others recalled 
tripping over various 
hazards in them.

“I think the sidewalk 
suggestion near busi-
nesses is a great sugges-
tion,” said Economic 
Development Director 
Peg Dean. 

She said the town will 
have “a realistic number” 
for the sidewalk length 
when the Safe Streets 
grant project is done, but 

estimated there’s “15,000 
feet in downtown” alone 
from the recent slum-
blight survey. (The panel 
voted to recommend 
accepting that grant 
Tuesday as well.)

If  Southbridge gets the 
money, the exact process 
for distributing this fund-
ing remains to be deter-
mined. Participants were 
leaning toward having 
her department reach 
out to businesses to see 
what they need and aim 
to have it be for commer-
cial areas townwide, not 
just on Main Street. 

Dean said MassWorks 
funds must promote eco-
nomic development.

Dave Adams noted the 
Council has budgeted 
around $50,000 for side-
walks for several recent 
years, but the work never 
got done due to lack of  
staff  at the DPW. That 
prompted Gus Steeves to 
propose “put[ting] it all 
out as one sidewalk proj-
ect” and getting a con-
tractor to do it “all at once 
in one or two years” with 
the grant money. He sug-

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Receiver/Superintendent 
Jeffrey A. Villar and 
Principal Jeff  House 
are pleased to announce 
that Southbridge Middle 
School has opened its 
first-ever digital music 
recording studio.

The recording studio - 
called the Pioneers Studio 
- became fully operational 
in January. The space is 
utilized by general music 
students for project-based 
assignments and by con-
cert band students for 
practice.

The studio features 
the latest technology in 
digital music recording, 
providing students access 
to practice and record a 
variety of  digital music 
composition assignments 
and creative songwriting 
lessons.  

Students collaborate 
in pairs throughout the 
week to work on their 
projects. Teams have 

recorded audio podcasts, 
used their own written 
lyrics to record vocals, 
and even brought in 
acoustic instruments, 
including a Djembe hand 
drum and guitars, to add 
instrumentation to their 
digital tracks.

All projects direct-

ly align with the state’s 
2019 Arts Curriculum 
Framework standards. 
Southbridge Middle 
School teachers worked 
to develop an entirely 
new tiered General Music 
curriculum this past fall 
that includes the music 
studio and digital music 

technology. 
“Student participation 

in the arts is an import-
ant aspect of  successful 
schools. I am pleased 
Southbridge Middle 
School is providing our 
students rich and engag-
ing musical opportuni-
ties,” said Villar.  

Rider Tavern, Charlton’s own piece
 of American history

Courtesy

The historic Rider Tavern on Stafford Street in Charlton.

Council panel endorses grant for sidewalks

Courtesy

Southbridge Middle School’s new digital recording studio features cutting-edge technology. 

Southbridge Middle School opens 
digital music recording studio

Turn To RIDER page     A11

Turn To SIDEWALKS page     A13



CHARLTON — Charlton Public 
Library is pleased to host a new month-
ly Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group to be held on the third 
Thursday of  every month from 6-7:30 
p.m. beginning on March 16. This sup-
port group is being offered as part of  
the Dementia Friendly Charlton ini-
tiative in collaboration with Tri-Valley 
and the Alzheimer’s Support Network 
of  South Central Massachusetts.  Led 
by an experienced professional, attend-
ees will obtain information, resources, 
and strategies specific to caring for 
someone with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias at all stages along with sup-
port for transitioning to different care 
settings. This is a drop-in group and 
pre-registration is not required. For 
more information, contact Alzheimer’s 
Support Network at 1-800-286-6640, ext. 
3123, or info@alzsupportnet.org. 

New Memory Support Collection
Charlton Public Library is pleased to 

offer a new Memory Support Collection 

specifically designed for those with 
memory-related issues as well as their 
caregivers, family and friends. The col-
lection consists of  Memory Kits (books, 
games, puzzles, and other materials on 
a set theme), as well as individual books 
(for all ages), videos, music CDs, even a 
couple of  “companion pets” (batteries 
included!)--all designed to provide com-
fort, spark reminiscence, and encour-
age conversation. The items are avail-
able for checkout with a valid library 
card!

Dementia Friendly Charlton strives 
to involve all sectors of  the community 
in order to create an environment where 
individuals with dementia, as well as 
their friends, families, and care part-
ners can live as independently as pos-
sible and continue to be a vibrant part 
of  the Charlton community. Partners 
include the Town of  Charlton, Charlton 
Public Library, Charlton Council 
on Aging, Charlton Police & Fire, St. 
Joseph’s Parish. Supporters include 
Cornerstone Bank and The Overlook, 
a major sponsor of  Dementia Friendly 
Charlton. If  you would like more infor-
mation or want to get involved, meet-
ings are held on the 1st Wednesday 
of  each month from 2:30-3:30 at the 
Charlton Public Library. All are wel-
come! You can also visit our webpage at 
https://www.townofcharlton.net/579/
Dementia-Friendly-Charlton.
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Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Easter Dinners Available! 
Stop in or see our website for details. 

100 ASSORTED 
GREETING CARDS 

Call for details 
price is negotiable, 

make an offer
508-765-5190

This season there is even more to see, learn, and do!

Celtic Celebration on March 18th 

Women’s History Weekend March 25th through 26th

WWW.OSV.ORG

W O R C E S T E R 
— Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with 
10 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, 
has announced the pro-
motion of  five of  its 
employees to senior lead-
ership positions:

Auburn resident 

Douglas Schmeling is 
now senior vice presi-
dent, chief  credit officer.

Thomas Moschos, a res-
ident of  Southborough, 
is now senior vice presi-
dent, commercial lender.

Jessica Johnson, a 
Westminster resident, is 
now vice president, senior 

market manager.
Fitchburg resident, 

Erin McGinnis, is now 
vice president, customer 
information center man-
ager.

Marcella Mosio, a resi-
dent of  Charlton, is now 
vice president, assistant 
controller.

“We pride ourselves 
on being a great place to 
work, and part of  that 
is creating career path-
ways that allow employ-
ees to grow and develop 
with us,” said CEO Todd 
Tallman. “We are so grate-
ful to Doug, Tom, Jess, 
Erin and Marcie for their 
contributions to date, and 
look forward to all they 
will achieve in their new 
roles.” 

Schmeling has worked 
for Cornerstone for 
14 years, starting at 
Spencer Saving Bank. 
He earned his bachelor’s 
degree at North Adams 
State College (now the 
Massachusetts College 
of  Liberal Arts) and his 
MBA at Nichols College 
in Dudley.

Moschos joined 
Spencer Savings Bank in 
2015 before the merger 
that created Cornerstone 
Bank. He has been a lend-
er in Worcester County 
for more than a decade, 
with most of  his recent 
focus on commercial real 
estate throughout New 
England. Prior to join-
ing Cornerstone, he was 
credit trained through a 
commercial lending train-
ing program at a prior 
financial institution and 
focused on commercial 
and industrial lending 
and owner-occupied com-
mercial real estate.

Johnson began her 
career at Spencer Savings 

Bank in 2008, working 
part-time as a teller while 
finishing her degree. After 
graduation, she became 
a full-time teller in the 
Rutland branch before 
going on to become head 
teller, branch supervisor, 
assistant branch manager 
and branch manager. She 
is also a board member 
and the treasurer of  the 
Wachusett Area Chamber 
of  Commerce, Inc., and 
the clerk and an advisory 
member of  the Rutland 
Economic Development 
Commission.

McGinnis began her 
career in banking in 2007 
as a teller, after her under-
graduate studies at Bay 
Path University. She tran-
sitioned to a call center 
role in 2016 and joined 
Cornerstone Bank in 
early 2020 as the CIC assis-
tant manager, just as the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
subsequent shutdown, 
began.

Mosio has more than 
25 years of  experience in 
banking at Cornerstone 
Bank. She began her 
career as a file clerk in 
the loan department at 
Spencer Savings Bank 
through a work/study 
program in high school 
and became a teller after 
graduation. She spent 
time in the loan-serv-
ing department and 
then served as a float-
ing employee where she 
worked in every depart-

ment and every location, 
before deciding on the 
accounting department.

About Cornerstone 
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was 
formed in 2017, born of  
a long history of  sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 
to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal 
touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of  
service and expertise for 
individuals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities, through 
a broad range of  depos-
it and loan products, and 
services. Built on Trust is 
not just a tagline, but also 
one of  our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the foundation 
that relationships are 
built on trust. To learn 
about Cornerstone Bank’s 
personal and business 
banking offerings, please 
visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Courtesy

BAY PATH SENIOR RECOGNIZED AS 
“ALL-STAR” AT STATE PHCC CONFERENCE
Bay Path Plumbing senior Damion Szafarowicz was recently recognized as Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical High School’s PHCC All-Star Plumbing student at the 
Massachusetts Plumbing – Heating – Cooling – Contractors (PHCC) of Massachusetts 
Annual Conference and Trade Show at the Royal Trade Plaza in Marlborough, 
Massachusetts. All-Star students were awarded on stage with tool bags from Ferguson 
and a $500 scholarship given by the State of Massachusetts Plumbing Board of 
Examiners. Damion’s mother, Justina Szafarowicz, Bay Path Lead Plumbing Instructor 
Paul Daoust, and Director of Career and Technical Education James Tripp Pockevicius 
were present at the event. Since 2009, PHCC of MA has been recognizing students for 
the leadership in shop and other educational classes as well as for their dedication to 
continue in the trade after graduation.

Dementia/Alzheimer’s support 
at Charlton Public Library

Cornerstone Bank promotes five employees 
to senior leadership positions



Field soil evaluation and 
maintenance plan development 

STURBRIDGE — Written quotations for providing field soil evaulations and field 
maintenance plans for Turner Field, Baseball Field at Town Barn, and Multiple 
Purpose Field at Town Barn in Sturbridge will be received at the Office of  the Town 
Administrator, Sturbridge Town Hall, 308 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 until the 
time specified below, at which time the bids will be reviewed.

Scope of  Work and quote forms may be obtained online on the Town of  Sturbridge 
Web site, https://www.sturbridge.gov/bids, or by contacting 
Annie Roscioli in the Recreation Department at 508-347-2041.

The project sites will be viewed by appointment only, locat-
ed at Truner Field 529 Main St (off  Route 20 behind 531 to 541 
Main St.) at 529 Main St., and Town Barn Fields, located at 3 
New Boston Rd. Extenstion, past the DPW Garage.

To make an appointment to visit the site, please call 
the Recreation Department at 508-347-2041 or contact Annie 
Roscioli by email at recreation@sturbridge.gov.  Written 
quotes will be due to the Sturbridge Town Hall, Veteran’s 
Memorial Hall, Second Floor at 308 Main St. by the Office of  
the Town Administrator on March 28 at 11 a.m.

All responses for this project are subject to applicable pub-
lic bidding laws of  Massachusetts, including, but not limited 
to G.L. c.30B.

The responded agrees that its written response shall be 
good and may not be withdrawn for a period of  30 days, 
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of  the bids.

The Town reserves the right to waive any informalities, to 
accept or reject, in whole or in part any or all bids, or take 
whatever other action may be deemed to be in the best inter-
est of  the town.

C H A R L T O N 
— Jibrael Younis, MSW, 
CPRW, Operations Manager 
for MassHire at

340 Main St., Suite 400, 
Worcester, MA 01608, recent-
ly spoke to the Practical 
Nursing Class of  2023, Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy. Younis personally 
congratulated members of  
the PN Class of  2023 who 
are MassHire grant recipi-
ents. Younis also spoke about 
the specialized assistance 
and training programs avail-
able to eligible individuals 
to help them obtain mar-
ketable skills and move on 
to careers in high demand 
occupations such as nursing. 
To learn more about oppor-
tunities available through 
the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act, Trade 
Adjustment Act, and other 
programs, such as those 
that provide support and 
benefits for Veterans or peo-
ple living with disabilities, 

visit https://masshirecen-
tralcc.com/.

Younis discussed how eli-
gible individuals may receive 
financial assistance (when 
funding is available), to enter 
job training programs lead-
ing to full-time employment. 
Members of  the PN Class of  
2023 who attended the train-
ing opportunities workshops 
and then met with Career 
Counselors were able to 
receive grants toward com-
pletion of  the practical nurs-
ing program.

About Bay Path RVTHS 
Practical Nursing Academy

Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy offers a 40-week, 
(10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, 
evening program. The pro-
gram begins mid-August and 
is completed in late June. 
Graduates receive a Practical 
Nursing Certificate and are 

eligible to take the NCLEX-
PN licensure exam. The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is fully approved 
by the: Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Human Services 
of  Public Health Board of  
Registration in Nursing, 239 
Causeway St., Boston, MA 
02114 617-973-0800 www.mass.
gov/dph/boards/rn The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is accredited by 
the: Council on Occupational 
Education, 840 Roswell Rd., 
Building 300, Suite 325, 
Atlanta, GA 30350 Telephone: 
800-917-2081 www.coun-
cil.org Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School is fully 
accredited by the: 
New England 
Association of  
Schools and 
Colleges, 209 
Burlington Rd., 
Suite 201, Bedford, 
MA, 01730-1433 

781-271-0022 www.neasc.org.

About MassHire
MassHire brings the best 

of  the community’s employ-
ment and training resourc-
es in two central locations: 
Worcester and Southbridge. 
As a federally and state-fund-
ed Massachusetts One-Stop 
Career Center, MassHire 
provides employment ser-
vices for both job seekers 
and employers. The City 
of  Worcester Division of  
Workforce Development 
operates the Career Center 
in partnership with the 
Massachusetts Department 
of  Career Services.

SOUTHBRIDGE — A book talk on a 
new mystery set in County WIcklow, 
Ireland with author Robert T McMaster 
will take place at Jacob Edwards 
Library, on Thursday, April 20 from 6:30 
- 7:30 p.m.  Members of  the library book
club have been reading the book and

will be part of  the discussion.

Robert T. McMaster grew up in 
Southbridge, Massachusetts. He holds 
a B.A. from Clark University and grad-
uate degrees from Boston College, 
Smith College, and the University 
of  Massachusetts. He taught biolo-
gy at Holyoke Community College 
in Massachusetts from 1994 to 2014. 
His parents’ reminiscences of  grow-
ing up in early 20th century America 
were the inspiration for his four nov-
els, “Trolley Days” (2012), “The Dyeing 
Room” (2014), “Noah’s Raven” (2017), 
and “Darkest Before Dawn” (2022). In 

2021 he published a biography, “All the 
Light Here Comes from Above: The Life 
and Legacy of  Edward Hitchcock.” 

In his new novel, “Rose of  Glenkerry,” 
21-year-old Ciaran McGurk has just
graduated from a Dublin university
and is about to set off  on the adventure
of  a lifetime. He’s planning a move to
London with a classmate in hopes of
landing a job in journalism, ideally for a 
newspaper. Writing is the work he loves, 
though he fears that in an era of  social
networking, print journalism is fast
becoming the dinosaur of  career paths.

But a family emergency interrupts all 
Cary’s plans. Suddenly he finds himself  
back in his hometown, Glenkerry, in 
County Wicklow. There he reconnects 
with an old friend, Rosie O’Malley. Her 
story has always been a sad one, and 
now it seems history is repeating itself. 
Her mother has disappeared, and Rosie 
is desperate to find her. And Rosie’s 
father and brothers are her biggest 
obstacles. So she turns to her old friend, 
Cary McGurk, for help. But it’s com-
plicated, with a web of  secrets and lies 
entangling them.

Cary is torn-torn between starting a 
new life in London and plunging back 
into his old life in Glenkerry, a place full 
of  sweet memories tinged with sorrow 
and regret. His head is telling him to 
move on, but will his heart listen?
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Corn Beef Dinner
March 18 5:00 to 7:00PM
Call to reserve.  Limited quantities

508-248-7379

Charlton City 
United Methodist Church
74 Stafford St, Charlton City, MA.

ChurCh Listings
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext,
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass
8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New England
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771,
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and
Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021 
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager 
almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

BRIMFIELD 
None

CHARLTON
None

HOLLAND
$415,000, 171 Mashapaug Rd, 

Muscaro, Robert M, and Muscaro, Lisa 
A, to Burns, Daniel C.

$270,000, Over The Top Rd, Cromack, 
William, and Cromack, Lorraine G, to 
Brauns, Allen J, and Brauns, Judith P

SOUTHBRIDGE
$350,000, 404 Pleasant St, Sweeney 

Jr, Carlton A, and Sweeney, Jodi, to 
Romano, Andrew, and Parker, Erin.

$313,200, 190 Cournoyer Blvd, 
Pennymac Loan Svcs LLC, to Phaseup 
Properties LLC.

$70,000, Alpine Dr #10, Hansen, 
Christopher R, and Hansen, Kystal 
L, to Algieri, Pasquale, and Algieri, 
Angelica S.

$70,000, Alpine Dr #9, Hansen, 
Christopher R, and Hansen, Kystal 
L, to Algieri, Pasquale, and Algieri, 
Angelica S.

STURBRIDGE
$275,000, 103 Brookfield Rd, Bingham 

Sr, Thomas L, to Quadagno, Zachary.
$230,000, 7 Crescent Way #203, Nader 

Realty Series LLC, to Marron, Sheila E.

reaL estate

southbriDge town hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed 

Local author to introduce new 
mystery at Jacob Edwards Library

Courtesy

Photo shows Younis with members of the PN Class of 2023 who received grants, (in alphabetical order) Ramatu Abukari, Elizabeth Agyeiwaa-
Asabere, Maureen Bittner, Theresa Boakye all of Worcester; Lizzette Hernandez of Dudley, Ana Hilner of Oxford, Nancy Kamicha, Alice Maina, 
Fidelis Mensah all of Worcester; Aminat Poku of Southbridge, Emily Rossignol of Dudley, Faith Wanjohi of Westborough, and Lauren Young of 
Woodstock, Conn. 

Never too late to train
 MassHire presentation at Bay patH practical nursing acadeMy



DUDLEY — Michael Roberto, 
D.B.A., professor of  manage-
ment and best-selling author at
Harvard Business Publishing,
visited the Nichols College cam-
pus yesterday to conduct a
teaching workshop open to
Nichols faculty and organized
by the Nichols College Faculty
Development Committee.

Roberto is the Trustee 
Professor of  Management at 
Bryant University in Smithfield, 
RI, where he teaches leadership, 
managerial decision making and 
business strategy. He joined the 
tenured faculty at Bryant after 
serving for six years on the fac-
ulty at Harvard Business School.

The workshop focused on 
teaching and learning using 
active learning techniques such 
as the case method to spark 

curiosity and learning, as well 
as tactics for keeping students 
engaged and energized. “Active” 
learning is a method of  teaching 
where student learn by partic-
ipating in hands-on exercises; 
“passive” learning is where stu-
dents receive and memorize the 
information that is provided to 
them.

“At Nichols College, we aim 
to foster an active and vibrant 
educational environment; we 
understand the powerful impact 
that faculty can have on student 
learning and outcomes,” said 
Nichols College President Glenn 
M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M.

“That is why we were elat-
ed to host renowned case study 
author and award-winning 
educator, Dr. Mike Roberto. 
The workshop was a fantastic 

opportunity for our faculty to 
share and learn with Roberto 
and from each other.”

Roberto is recognized for his 
teaching, writing and research. 
He has earned several teach-
ing awards, including the 
Outstanding M.B.A. Teaching 
Award from Bryant University 
and Harvard University’s Allyn 
A. Young Prize for Teaching
in Economics. He has pub-
lished many best-selling case
studies and simulations. In
2022, Harvard Business School
Publishing ranked his Trader
Joe’s case study as the second
most popular case in their entire
catalog, and they ranked his
Everest Leadership and Team
Simulation as the bestselling
simulation ever developed and
distributed by Harvard Business
School. The Everest simulation
also won top prize in the eLearn-
ing category at the 16th Annual
MITX Interactive Awards.
Professor Roberto’s newest book, 
“Unlocking Creativity” was pub-
lished by Wiley in 2019. He has
written two previous books:
“Why Great Leaders Don’t Take
Yes For An Answer” (second
edition, published in 2013) and
“Know What You Don’t Know,”
published in 2009.

In addition to sharing his tech-
niques for using case studies in 
an active learning format in the 
classroom, Roberto also cited 
research showing that students 
learn more in active learning 
classrooms than they do in tradi-
tional lecture classrooms.

This is why the case study 
method is so successful, sug-
gested Roberto. When used as 
a hands-on exercise, “the case 
method is designed to train your 
mind, to develop understanding 
of  how to think about complex 
issues,” said Roberto. “It gets 
students to grapple with the real 
world and shows them the rele-
vance of  the ideas” illustrated 
by the case.
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BRIMFIELD — Back 
by popular demand: 
Brimfield shelter, 
Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow, is participat-
ing in March Madness 
again this year. But don’t 
worry: you won’t see cats 
on the court!  Instead they 
are offering you a chance 
to win up to money while 
helping pets in the com-
munity.

You can buy squares at 
$20 each, with an oppor-
tunity to win $150 if  your 
square matches the last 
digit of  each team’s score 
at the end of  the halftime 
score. The grand-prize 
winner whose square 
matches the last digit of  
each team’s final score 
will win $250. Sales will 
close at 12 am on April 
1, or once all 100 squares 
have been sold—and they 
are selling quickly! 

“2023 started off  as 
a busy year and it has 
not slowed down.  Our 
cage free shelter has  
been full of  great cats 
looking for homes,” said 
HTAT Executive Director, 
Rachael Max.  ”Meowch 
Madness is a fun way to 
add a little more excite-

ment to the games, and it 
makes a huge difference 
for the pets and their fam-
ilies in our community.”

In addition to the 
cats in the shelter, the 
fundraiser will benefit 
HTAT’s programs that 
help keep pets and people 
together, including their 
low-cost spay/neuter pro-
gram and their Pet Food 
Pantry.

“Since our founding, 
HTAT has worked to 
help community mem-
bers care for their pets.” 
says Max.  “We’ve greatly 
expanded our communi-
ty assistance programs, 
and the overwhelming 
interest they’ve generat-
ed has shown just how 
essential these services 
have become.”

You can join HTAT’s 
square pool by visiting 
heretodaysanctuary.org/
meowch-madness or call-
ing (413) 324-8224. Square 
sales will close once all 
100 squares are sold. The 
final 10 x 10 square will 
be posted on HTAT’s 
Web site, Facebook, and 
Instagram on April 2, 
where you can check 

your numbers. The win-
ners will be posted in the 
same locations on April 4, 
and will also be notified 
individually.

If  you need assistance 
in feeding or caring for 
your pet, Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow can 
help. Local cat owners 
can spay or neuter their 
cats for $60 or less, and 
strays and ferals can be 
fixed for free!  Please visit 
heretodaysanctuary.org 
or call (413) 324-8224 to 
learn more about these 
and more community 
assistance programs.  

About Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow 
Animal Sanctuary

Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow (HTAT) 
was founded by moth-
er-daughter team 
Barbara Horn and 
Rachael Max.  HTAT is 
a volunteer driven group 
focused on creating and 
supporting the bond 
between animals and peo-
ple in our community.  In 
2012 we opened our no 
kill, cageless cat adoption 
center for adult cats and 
kittens in Brimfield.  It 
is deeply important to us 

that every residen’s stay 
at HTAT is comfortable 
and healthy, making for 
well-adjusted, happy ani-
mals. Shortly after open-
ing, we realized there 
were more homeless cats 
than we could handle by 
adoption alone. Our ulti-
mate goal is to keep pets 
and people together. We 
have programs to help 

special needs cats flour-
ish and get adopted, as 
well as community assis-
tance programs to help 
pet owners keep their 
pets, such as our Pet Food 
Pantry, low-cost spay-neu-
ter program, and Safety 
Net Foster Program for 
owned cats.  In 2023, 
HTAT helped more than 
1,500 animals and their 

families.  For more infor-
mation, visit heretoday-
sanctuary.org.

Visit Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow on 
Facebook at facebook.
c o m / h e re t o d ay s a n c-
tuary and follow us on 
Instagram at @hereto-
dayadoptedtomorrow.

Join Here Today Adopted Tomorrow’s 
“Meowch Madness” Square Pool

Teaching workshop at Nichols 
College hosts Michael Roberto, 
D.B.A., top case study author

Bring spring into your 
home with Cool Loving 
spring bowl workshop

SOUTHBRIDGE — Join the Women’s Fellowship of  
Elm Street Congregational Church, on April 12, when 
Tina Bemis of  Bemis Farm Nursery www.facebook.com/
bemisfarmsnursery will guide us in planting a «Cool 
Loving Spring Bowl», that you can bring home to enjoy. 
This program will be held at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall at 61 
Elm St. in Southbridge, and is open to anyone who is inter-
ested. There will be a charge of  $25 per person. Reservations 
and payment must be received by Thursday, March 30. Call 
the church office at 508-764-8058, please leave your name 
and a call back number. Payment by check can be made to 
Women’s Fellowship and sent to the church at P.O. Box 723, 
Southbridge, MA 01550.

Public  
hearing 

planned on 
proposed 

Southbridge 
school budget
SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge 

Public Schools will hold a public hearing 
on the proposed budget for the 2023-2024 
fiscal year on Tuesday, March 28 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Town Council chambers.

Members of  the public are invited to 
attend.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
Gift 

Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

The function room is now open! 

CORN BEEF
 & CABBAGE 

Wednesday March 15th - 
Sunday March 19th

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $19.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 04/30/23

WE HOST FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES 
FROM 10 TO 300! NO ROOM FEE!

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out! 
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Old forests 
have developed a kind of  
wisdom, much like old 
people have. For Paul 
Catanzaro of  Harvard 
Forest, such forests 
need to be protected and 
encouraged, but they’re 
now very rare.

Today’s New England 
forests are “relatively 
young,” being, on average, 
“right around the 100-yar 
mark.” To be considered 
“old,” they need at least 
another century, maybe 
half  that with some care-
ful management, and to 
reach “old growth” sta-
tus, they need a couple 
hundred years beyond 
that. Today, just 1119 
acres in Massachusetts 
remain in the latter cat-
egory (defined as hav-
ing never seen human 
impact), most of  it in the 
Berkshires, but prior to 
colonization, close to 90 
percent did.

Much of  it is once 
again forest, but about 70 
percent was open farm-
land around 100 years 
ago. That change is a dis-
tinction that matters eco-

logically. 
“Once old growth 

forest has been impact-
ed, we can’t get back 
to that stage,” he told 
some Mass. Association 
of  Conservation 
Commissions conference 
attendees last week. But 
we can restore “enough 
of  those measurable, 
trackable characteristics 
we can observe that likely 
function as old growth.”

Some of  those traits 
are fairly obvious to 
anyone, such as the pres-
ence of  old, large trees, 
but true old growth is a 
more subtle mix of  qual-
ities. Among them are 
many gaps that allow for 
younger shade-intolerant 
trees to take root; a wide 
range of  ages, sizes and 
canopy heights; “lots of  
vertical and horizontal 
diversity;” many downed 
trees that serve as food 
and habitat, and other 
“nuance characteristics,” 
Catanzaro said. 

All that variety cre-
ates many small envi-
ronmental niches for a 
wide range of  lifeforms, 
often including “source 
populations” for species 

that can then expand into 
other areas.

From a long-term per-
spective, older forests are 
“storehouses for carbon” 
and “our savings bank. ... 
We’ve had a lot of  inter-
action with our forests,” 
and need to understand 
what happens “if  we take 
a hands-off  approach,” 
he said.

Actually, Catanzaro 
said, we need both active 
and passive approaches 
now, and each will favor 
different tree species. 
The latter is simply let-
ting nature do its thing, 
where “disturbances 
[storms and fires, most-
ly] are the drivers of  
succession, drivers of  
evolution.” The former 
involves humans mim-
icking such disturbanc-
es with selective cutting 
practices, browsing ani-
mal control, and elimi-
nating invasives. Doing 
that’s important, he said, 
because today’s forest is 
mostly single-age, sin-
gle-height and not very 
diverse, often with large 
stands of  the same spe-
cies (sometimes planted 
intentionally).

Active management, 
he added, “can shave off  
half  a century” in the 
quest to create old growth 
characteristics. It may 
also be important in help-
ing forests adapt to cli-
mate change’s warming 
by introducing southern 
trees here.

The key, he later added, 
is to “make sure there 
are elements of  the for-
est still moving through 
those [seral] stages.” One 
key type that’s rare in 
our area is what’s termed 
“early successional hab-
itat,” where trees that 
need a lot of  light and 
birds and animals that 
need open areas can live.

Most of  today’s protect-
ed forest is state-, munic-
ipal- or land-trust-owned, 
but the vast majority of  
the state’s forest land is in 
private hands. Catanzaro 
said anyone can help cre-
ate old growth charac-
teristics, even in smaller 
parcels, but some prac-
tices work better than 
others depending on 
the property’s context. 
Overall, we “need to con-
tinue to pursue conser-
vation-based estate plan-

ning,” because today is 
seeing “the largest inter-
generational transfer of  
land” in history, he said.

After his talk, several 
attendees asked ques-
tions, but were unidenti-
fied from the chat by the 
session’s moderators who 
read them. One simply 
stated “Our unchecked 
population pressures are 
the root of  all this, and 
the way we consume hab-
itat.”

Another dubbed the 
years until 2050 “crit-
ical,” saying we live in 
“a particular moment in 
time” for protecting the 
forests’ ability to store 
carbon. The largest 1 
percent of  the trees store 
around half  of  all car-
bon, so we “should pro-
tect those trees more,” 
she said.

Catanzaro agreed, 
but said the key issue is 
“ensuring the continuous 
stability of  carbon in the 
forest,” which requires 
size and age diversity. 
“We might be setting our-
selves up for a big fall 
if  we only have larger 
trees,” he said, noting 
we can’t get “too focused 

on one product [carbon, 
water, biodiversity, tim-
ber, etc] at the expense of  
the health of  the system.”

Another person asked 
about the impact of  deer 
and other browsing ani-
mals. Catanzaro said 
that’s “having a real 
impact.” While he used 
to think it was “just a 
matter of  which kinds of  
trees came back,” it’s now 
“scary.” In some areas, 
trees don’t return at all 
due to herbivory, invasive 
plants and insects, and 
various pathogens.

There are ways to 
address that, including 
purposely cutting some 
trees to create “slash” that 
prevents deer from get-
ting into other areas. But 
he noted some invasives 
and migrating southern 
tree species “may be the 
next important piece of  
our future forests” over 
“decades and centuries.” 
He also said he consid-
ers genetically-modified 
trees a possible “tool” to 
help re-establish forests.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Board of Health adds 
first town-owned 
electric vehicle

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Charlton Board of  Health has added a 
new vehicle to its fleet, an electric van that will serve as the 
primary form of  transportation for the department’s func-
tions and appearances.

The purchase was confirmed at both the Board of  Health 
and Board of  Selectmen meetings on Feb. 28, with Town 
Administrator Andrew Golas calling it the first town-owned 
electric vehicle to be put into service. The Ford E-350 transit 
van will be utilized for inspections, as a mobile vaccination 
unit, and for other public functions. Health Director James 
Philbrook said he was grateful for the purchase which finally 
gives the department its own dedicated vehicle rather than 
depending on aged or employee-owned vehicles.

“We used to drive around in an old pickup truck that was 
30 years old. This is really going to be noticeable,” Philbrook 
said. “There’s a lot of  homebound people who have been ask-
ing (for service) and we were sending ambulances down but 
now our nurse can come with us and go in and we’d be able 
to (help).”

However, there is one issue the town must resolve before 
the vehicle is fully utilized, the lack of  a compatible charger. 
Philbrook confirmed that neither the existing charger at the 
town hall nor the chargers at Treehouse Brewing Company 
are compatible with the van. 

“I’m afraid to drive the van because the battery is going to 
die. It’s so cold that the battery is slowly going down with-
out moving. It’s recommended to always be plugged in,” 
Philbrook said.

Golas is seeking a solution. He told the Board of  Selectmen 
that he is working to bring a new designated charging station 
to the town hall specifically for this vehicle and any other 
town-owned EV that may be added to the fleet. 

“We will be working with National Grid on incentives to see 
if  we can add a secondary dedicated charging station behind 
town hall primarily for municipal vehicles as potentially 
these types of  vehicles continue to be incentivized,” said 
Golas.

In the meantime, the Board of  Health is working to prepare 
the vehicle for its eventual use in public. The van is expected 
to be equipped with a refrigeration unit to hold vaccinations 
along with a variety of  other tools to help the Board of  Health 
and their nurses at any public function or when serving 
homebound residents. The vehicle will also be adorned with 
logos designating it as a part of  the town’s fleet and as an offi-
cial Board of  Health vehicle to make it stand out.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Shawna Foundation presents 
UnderGround Wednesday, a free monthly screening of  movies 
at starlite 39 Hamilton St, Southbridge. In honor of  Women’s 
History Month, we will celebrate the 7oth anniversary of  
the classic 1953 film noir “The Hitch-Hiker,” directed by Ida 
Lupino, on Wednesday, March 29 at 7 p.m. hosted by Patrick 
Bracken and Skip Shea.

Skip Shea, Executive Director of  the Shawna Foundation, 
said, “We are excited about our free monthly film screening 
series in Southbridge. The town has been host to the Shawna 
Shea Film Festival and it has been a wonderful experience. 
Showing movies for free is our way of  giving back. We love 
the opportunity to screen underground, cult and classic 
movies to a new audience. The added bonus is that we have 
Southbridge resident and local actor Patrick Bracken as a 
co-host who has an incredible wealth of  knowledge of  films. 
We have discussions after the screening and a little trivia. The 
best part this month is we get to screen this film by maverick 
filmmaker Ida Lupino.”

Lupino was the star of  such films as “High Sierra” (1941), 
where she got top billing over Humphrey Bogart. By the late 
1940s, Lupino decided to challenge the system. 

“There was an absolute and iron-clad system in the film 
capital in the 1940s and 1950s which, it seems to me, had 
its primary purpose to exclude females,” she wrote in Ida 
Lupino: Beyond the Camera.

And she succeeded directing such groundbreaking films 
as “Outrage” (1951), “The Bigamist” (1953) and “The Hitch-
Hiker,” a brutal film noir released 70 years ago, on March 21, 
1953, in Boston. .

Ray (Edmond O’Brien) and Gilbert’s (Frank Lovejoy) fish-
ing trip takes a terrifying turn when the hitchhiker (William 
Talman) they pick up turns out to be a sociopath on the run 
from the law. He’s killed before, and he lets the two know that 
as soon as they’re no longer useful, he’ll kill again. The two 
friends plot an escape, but the hitchhiker’s peculiar physical 
affliction, an eye that never closes even when he sleeps, make 
it impossible for them to tell when they can make a break for it. 

The Shawna E. Shea Memorial Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit whose mission is to support and showcase artists in 
filmmaking, performance arts and creative endeavors with a 
focus on underrepresented communities.

Restoring ‘old growth’ forest needs multiple methods

Shawna Foundation 
hosts free film 

screening at Starlite

Maple Street 
waterline 
oversight, 

contract and 
grant 

administration
STURBRIDGE — The Town of  

Sturbridge is soliciting proposals for 
Engineering Services for Maple Street 
Waterline Oversight, Contract and 
Grant Administration to be received at 
the Office of  the Town Administrator, 
Sturbridge Town Hall, 308 Main St., 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 until March 29 at 
11 a.m.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) may 
be obtained online on the Town of  
Sturbridge website, https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/bids. The project site is open 
to the public, located at Maple Street, 
Sturbridge.

Selection of  the respondent will be 
based upon qualifications, including evi-
dence of  past performance in similar 
projects, and proposal price. The respon-
dent agrees that its bid shall be good and 
may not be withdrawn for a period of  
30 days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal 
holidays excluded, after the opening of  
the proposals.

The town reserves the right to waive 
any informalities, to accept or reject, 
in whole or in part any or all proposals, 
or take whatever other action may be 
deemed to be in the best interest of  the 
town.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Painting

GJ Leduc 
Painting
Interior and

 Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

508-764-8548

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

RR

REMODELING

RogeRs 
Remodelling

Custom 
Basements
Bathrooms
Tile Floors

Roofs 
 Decks

Painting

Fully Insured
All Calls Returned

508-612-7768

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER 
REGION — Worcester 

County District Attorney 
Joseph Early, Jr., recently 
announced that his office 
has received significant 
grant funding to expand 
drug diversion programs.

The $1.6 million fed-
eral grant was awarded 
by the Department of  
Justice to help build a 
network of  supports for 
children exposed to drug 
overdoses within their 
families or their home 
environments. The fund-
ing will assist kids across 
Worcester County.

“As we continue our 
work to fight against the 
opioid epidemic, we want 
to make sure those suf-
fering from substance 
use disorder get the treat-
ment they need,” Early 
said. “We also know sub-
stance use disorder is a 
disease that affects the 
entire family, with chil-
dren often being the for-
gotten victims who are 
traumatized when a fam-
ily member is caught in 
addiction. Our aim is to 

provide a soft touch and 
a helping hand to elimi-
nate long-term trauma to 
these kids.”

The grant funding will 
allow for the continuation 
of  court-based drug diver-
sion programs in several 
area district courts, as 
well as the expansion of  
the diversion program 
to courts in Dudley, East 
Brookfield, Uxbridge, 
and Westborough.

Clinicians from 
AdCare Hospital, a 
partner on the recently 
awarded grant, will pro-
vide on-site assessment 
services to individuals 
referred to the diversion 
program in the ten courts 
across Worcester County. 
This program will allow 
low-level offenders to 
enter a treatment pro-
gram.

“AdCare Hospital is 
grateful to be working 
with the Worcester DA 
Diversion Program,” 
said Andrea Dayotas, 
the executive director 
of  inpatient services at 
AdCare. “This year, we 
are expanding our band-

width of  services to court 
systems throughout cen-
tral Massachusetts. We 
are committed to fighting 
the disease of  addiction 
in our communities.”

The National Alliance 
for Drug Endangered 
Children (National DEC) 
will assist in the advance-
ment of  a Worcester 
County program to con-
nect community part-
ners and resources from 
across the county. The 
National DEC will per-
form a community needs 
assessment and provide 
training and technical 
assistance to strengthen 
the local alliance, offi-
cials said.

“The National Alliance 
for Drug Endangered 
Children is excited to 
be a collaborative part-
ner in this grant,” said 
Stacee Read, the organi-
zation’s director of  net-
work development. “Our 
staff  has worked with DA 
Early and his office over 
the past several years by 
providing training and 
technical assistance to 
assist in starting drug 

endangered children 
efforts. DA Early and his 
office are filled with great 
knowledge and experi-
ence, but most impor-
tantly the passion for this 
work that will in turn 
help to change the trajec-
tory of  children and fam-
ilies’ lives in Worcester 
County. We are honored 
to be walking this jour-
ney with DA Early and 
the Worcester County 
DA’s Office to collabo-
ratively help children 
and families impacted 
by parental or caregiver 
substance use.”

The Comprehensive 
Opioid, Stimulant, and 
Substance Use Site-
Based Program grant 
was awarded in late 2022, 
with work set to begin 
this year.

“I’d like to thank our 
partners and all those 
who helped us secure 
this grant, especially 
Congressman James 
McGovern,” Early said. 
“These funds will help 
us save lives and prevent 
future crime by getting 
help to those who need 

it and by protecting chil-
dren from trauma.”

For legislators at all 
levels, combating the opi-
oid crisis has been a point 
of  emphasis for well over 
a decade.

“The opioid epi-
demic has claimed the 
lives of  thousands in 

communities across 
America,” Congressman 
McGovern said. “These 
initiatives will provide a 
hand to those struggling 
with substance use and 
their families, helping 
them create a future of  
hope and possibilities.”

DA’s office receives funding for 
drug diversion programs

Friends of the Joshua Hyde 
Public Library present Great 

Granny Williams’ Spring Tonic
STURBRIDGE — The Friends of  the Joshua Hyde 

Public Library are excited to sponsor Great Granny 
McWilliams’ Spring Tonic on Tuesday, Marcy 28 at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom. This program is appropriate for 
teens and adults.

The Joshua Hyde Public Library will welcome 
Velya and Ehris of  Grounded Goodwife as they teach 
you to concoct Great-Granny McWilliams’ Spring 
Tonic, featuring the wild edibles of  spring! This pro-
gram will help you prepare for warmer days ahead 
while getting rid of  the winter residues to clear your 
body and mind. 

Please register on the library’s Web site at sturbrid-
gelibrary.org. A link for the program will be emailed 
to you upon registration.
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Many people would agree that prepa-
ration is the key to success in many 
areas of  life. Yet, when it comes to 
being ready for a financial emergency, 
a sizable percentage of  Americans are 
feeling distinctly unprepared — and 
that can lead to problems.

Consider these survey findings from 
financial services provider Edward 
Jones and Morning Consult:

Nearly two in five Americans expect 
that their emergency savings would last 
no more than a month.

Less than 40 percent of  respondents 
consider their emergency savings 
account to be fully funded.  

It’s important to have adequate emer-
gency savings for two key reasons. First, 
when an unexpected financial need 
arises, such as a major home or car 
repair, you may well have to act quickly. 
And second, if  you don’t have the funds 
readily available to meet this sudden 
need, you may be forced to dip into your 
long-term investments, including your 
IRA and 401(k). This typically isn’t a 
good move, as taking money early from 
these accounts could lead to both taxes 
and penalties. And even more import-
ant, you’d be taking away resources 
from accounts you will almost certainly 
need to help provide income for a retire-
ment that could last two, or even three, 
decades.

So, if  you want to be financially 
prepared for emergencies, how much 
money should you have available? 
There’s no one right answer for every-
one, but generally speaking, it’s a good 
idea to keep three to six months’ worth 
of  living expenses — or a full year’s 
worth, if  you’re retired — in a liquid, 
low-risk account that’s separate from 
the financial accounts you might use for 
everyday spending.

Of  course, given the high cost of  liv-
ing, it’s not necessarily easy to put away 
several months of  living expenses — at 
least, not all at once. That’s why you 
might want to have a certain amount 
automatically moved each month from 
your checking or savings account 
into the account you’ve designated for 
emergency needs. And when you get 
a financial “windfall,” such as a year-
end bonus at work or a tax refund, you 
might want to use part of  this money 
for your emergency fund, too. You can 
also use these sources to replenish your 
emergency fund if  you deplete some or 
all of  it.

Here’s something else to remember 
about an emergency fund: Keep it for 
emergencies. As mentioned above, 
you should hold this fund apart from 
accounts that you draw on for daily 
expenses — but you’ll also want to avoid 
the temptation to use the money for 
other things, such as investment oppor-
tunities that may come your way. That’s 
not to say you shouldn’t be prepared 
for these opportunities, but you can 
do so by keeping some cash or cash 
equivalents within your portfolio. And, 
as an additional benefit, the presence 
of  cash can potentially help reduce the 
impact of  market volatility on a port-
folio that’s otherwise heavily weighted 
toward stocks.

Building and maintaining an emer-
gency fund should be an essential part 
of  your overall financial strategy — so, 
if  you haven’t started one yet, there’s no 
time like the present.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Do you 
have 

enough 
emergency 

savings?

Let’s end 
Daylight 

Savings Time 
once and for all

Last year, United States Senators 
voted unanimously to nix daylight 
savings.  The plan is to make day-
light savings time permanent.  If  the 
bill passes, it will go into effect in 
November of  2023 to avoid a schedul-
ing nightmare with the travel industry.  
The bill is called the Sunshine Protection 
Act.  Florida Senator Marco Rubio noted 
that most people despise the changes, 
and he questioned why the practice of  
turning our clocks back or forward one 
hour at the onset of  winter and spring 
is still, as the younger generations 
say, a ‘thing.’  The time change first 
became known to Americans in 1918.   
Rhode Island Democrat Sheldon 
Whitehouse noted that the change 
places New England in complete dark-
ness during afternoon hours, affecting 
youth sports and leads to depression.  A 
sunset of  4:15 p.m. is not conducive to 
daily life. Some experts relayed that 
year-round daylight savings will make 
people happier and more productive.  
We are all always happier when it’s light-
er longer.  Most of  us.  If  the bill passes, 
the rest of  the country will join the 
likes of  Arizona, Australia and Hawaii 
who opt not to spring forward and fall 
back.  Daylight savings time is used in 
roughly 70 countries across the globe. 
Here we compiled a list of  pro’s and con’s 
so you can determine your own thoughts.  
The idea of  DST is to utilize activ-
ity during daylight hours. Some 
benefits include decreased elec-
tricity consumption, a decrease in 
the number of  traffic accidents and 
crime.  DST also increases recreation-
al time, hence boosting the economy.  
According to studies the changes cost $60 
billion.  Interesting is the fact that the bar-
becue industry and small convenience 
stores increase sales by $135 billion.   
As for energy consumption a study in 
1997 revealed that no significant effects 
occurred when DST was observed all 
year.  In all, energy demands were 
reduced by just 2.6 percent. 

Another pro is the decrease in 
traffic accidents.  When more peo-
ple drive during daylight the risk 
of  accidents decreases due to the 
simple fact that driving in the 
dark is typically more dangerous.   
Pedestrian accidents would 
also significantly drop.  
A reduction in crime has also landed 
on the pro list.  When folks finish work, 
and run errands while it’s still light 
out, the exposure to crime becomes less 
since more crimes take place at night.  
The increase in recreational time is 
a no brainer.  The longer it’s lighter 
out, the more time there is to have 
fun outdoors.  As stated above this 
is also an economy booster.  When 
more people are out and about, they 
spend more money.  The exposure 
to more vitamin D that the sun pro-
vides also proves as a health benefit.  
On the flip side of  the coin, the change 
may disrupt sleep schedules.  The tran-
sition can be rough especially for those 
who don’t get more than five hours per 
night as it is.  However, after the ini-
tial adjustments no long-term adverse 
effects on circadian rhythms were 
noted. 

The longer the day, the more fuel 
consumption takes place in the atmo-
sphere.  The increase in evening traf-
fic emits more pollution in the air.  
It’s clear the pros outweigh the cons.  In 
our opinion, the natural cadence of  the 
sun should not be altered.  If  we stick 
with longer days and leave it at that, we 
think a much more positive population 
would ensue. 

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.
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Unforeseen events can 
shake our world to the 
core, leaving us scram-
bling. COVID-19 
lockdowns caught 
us off  guard and 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
that even the most 
meticulous plan-
ning could not 
prepare us for the 
unprecedented. 

While news of  the out-
break surfaced months 
before it reached the USA, 
many of  us remained 
ignorant until it disrupt-
ed our daily lives. It is 
a stark reminder that 
life can take unexpect-
ed turns, and we must 
learn to adapt in the face 
of  uncertainty. Rare but 
catastrophic events can 
occur, and taking precau-
tions is essential.

Over time, I’ve seen 
pursuing my goals as a 
battle I am committed to 
winning.

The ancient book, “The 
Art of  War,” by Sun Tzu, 
says: “The general who 
wins the battle makes 
many calculations in his 
temple before the battle is 
fought. The general who 
loses makes but few cal-
culations beforehand.”

This quote suggests 
that those who prepare 
for various potential sce-
narios will emerge vic-
torious, while those who 
plan for only one scenar-
io will fail.

It’s good to recognize 
that in order to accom-
plish our goals, we may 
need to navigate numer-
ous challenges and obsta-
cles along the way. In 
other words, success may 
require us to dodge many 
bullets.

I run a tech startup 
and also have friends and 
acquaintances that work 
in the tech startup world. 
One close friend called 
me in tears because his 
startup lost all its money 

last week. Their money 
was deposited in Silicon 
Valley Bank (SVB). There 

are talks of  bail-
outs, but at this 
time, there are still 
questions about 
how much of  their 
deposit is protected.

I’ve been accused 
of  pessimism when 
discussing prepa-

rations for every scenar-
io. Still, I like to say, “Is 
it negative thinking to 
see the Hurricane com-
ing, ensure your house 
is boarded up, and have 
extra water and food?”

“In peace, prepare for 
war,” said Sun Tzu.

Is there any prepara-
tion that could have been 
made to prevent the loss 
of  their money? That’s 
tough because if  you can-
not trust the banks, what 
are you supposed to do, 
throw $10 million under 
your mattress? 

To prepare for such a 
scenario, you’d have to 
come to the opinion that 
we are in economically 
uncertain times.

As my startup gains 
more investors, putting 
all the money in one bank 
may not be the best idea. 
As volatile as it is, I am 
inclined to put some into 
cryptocurrencies, some 
into cash, and maybe 
even into gold and silver, 
and the rest spread out 
into multiple banks. 

You must build your 
dreams on a solid foun-
dation, or they can all 
be blown away when the 
storms of  life arrive.

Sun Tzu said, “Every 
battle is won or lost 
before it is ever fought.” 

bserving my father 
in business taught me a 
great deal about prepara-
tion. While he was a high-
ly successful business-
person in many respects, 
I learned the most valu-
able lessons by watching 

him navigate his failures 
and setbacks.

I’ve thought a lot about 
one circumstance where 
he partnered with a close 
friend of  his from Canada 
in a new business ven-
ture. While things started 
off  promising, it wasn’t 
long before the partner’s 
true colors were revealed. 
He embezzled nearly a 
million dollars, leaving 
my dad reeling and real-
izing he had been caught 
off  guard. 

It’s a cautionary tale 
that underscores the 
importance of  always 
having safeguards and 
precautions, even with 
close friends and busi-
ness partners.

A crisis could come at 
a moment’s notice. We 
never know what life will 
bring.  

“Plan for what is dif-
ficult while it is easy.” 
— Sun Tzu

A fine line separates 
preparation and para-
noia - it’s essential to be 
ready for anything, but 
not at the cost of  our men-
tal well-being. Making 
preparations shouldn’t 
lead us to believe that the 
worst-case scenario is 
inevitable.

Having a positive mind-
set in the face of  poten-
tial trouble is everything. 
Hardship will come, but 
you must know in your 
heart and mind that you 
have what it takes to over-
come it. 

Preparing for the 
worst-case scenario is 
not a sign of  pessimism 
— it’s a necessary aspect 
of  achieving success in 
the face of  unexpected 
challenges. 

Stay informed, pre-
pared, and optimistic; 
embrace the unknown, 
and make the most of  
every opportunity!

Start this year’s tree pest manage-
ment with a stroll through the land-
scape. As you enjoy the scenery, be sure 
to look for any unwelcome pests that 
may be overwintering on the twigs of  
trees.  

Look for and remove egg masses of  
tent caterpillars now through spring. 
These clusters of  eggs look like shiny 
blobs of  mud surrounding the twigs. 
Each egg mass contains hundreds and 
in some cases thousands of  eggs.

The forest tent caterpillar is the most 
widely distributed tent caterpillar. It 
attacks a variety of  trees that vary with 
the region. Check any sugar maples, 
aspen, cherries, apples, 
oaks, birch, ash, alder, 
elm, basswood, or water 
tupelo trees growing in 
your landscape.

Trees may suffer 
damage when large 
populations of  these 
caterpillars devour the 
majority of  the tree’s 
leaves for several years 
in a row. This can result 
in reduced tree growth, top dieback, and 
tree mortality. There are several natural 
predators of  this insect pest so work-
ing with nature is a great way to help 
reduce damage.  Remove the egg masses 
found on small twigs that are more eas-
ily reached on smaller trees.  After the 
eggs hatch, look for the caterpillars in a 
silken mat, not a tent like the other tent 
caterpillars. Remove the young caterpil-
lars from branch tips or squash those 
resting on the main stem in the evening 
or on cool days. 

You may also see similar egg masses 
of  the Western or Eastern tent cater-
pillars depending on where you live.  
Their egg masses look similar to those 
of  the forest tent caterpillar. Remove the 
egg masses of  these tent caterpillars in 
spring before the eggs hatch.

Once the eggs hatch, the caterpil-
lars begin forming a webby tent in the 
crotch of  the tree. As they feed and 
grow, the tent expands. They remain in 
the tent during the hot part of  the day 
and rainy weather. 

Knock the tents, caterpillars and all, 

out of  the tree when the majority of  cat-
erpillars are in the tent. Smash or dump 
the caterpillars in a can of  soapy water.

Do not burn the tents. 
This old practice is haz-
ardous and the fire can 
severely damage the 
tree, much worse than 
the insects.

Control is usually 
not needed on healthy 
and established trees. 
If  you decide to inter-
vene, consider using 
an organic insecticide 

with the active ingredient Bacillus 
thuringiensis var. kurstaki (Btk). It is 
effective when applied to the tents soon 
after they start to form and when the 
caterpillars are small. Just spray the 
tent and the surrounding 1.5 feet of  
leaves.  These products only kill cater-
pillars and will not harm other insects 
or birds feeding on these pests.

When working with nature, we have 
help from predatory insects and song-
birds when managing these and other 
garden pests. Taking time this winter for 
a bit of  prevention can go a long way in 
reducing damage from tent caterpillars. 
Melinda Myers has written more than 
20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
TV & radio program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and her Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Late winter tent 
caterpillar management 

Melinda Myers

Eastern tent caterpillars crawling on top of 
their webby tent.
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I knew if  I took my 
boat out of  mothballs, we 
would get some snow, 
but I did not expect a 
Northeaster. By the time 
you read this column, it 
will already be melting, 
so I guess we are over 
winter. Come on, spring-
time! Prior to the snow 
this week, the birds 
were singing in my back-
yard, and I even put on 
my summer shorts and 
stretched out on a lawn 
chair in the sun.  

Mass. Fish & Wildlife 
has started to stock trout 
in numerous lakes 
and ponds last week, 
and it brought out a 
lot of  anglers to catch 
some for the dinner 
table. Powerbait is the 
number one choice of  
bottom fishermen, and 
it was literally flying off  
the shelves at local bait 
shops and big box stores. 
Shiners are also popular 
with some anglers, but 
they are a bit pricey. What 
the heck happened to the 
old worm for fishing?  

The latest news on 
chemically infected fish 
is not new, and is a prob-
lem with all water bodies 
in Mass. and surround-
ing states. The major 
polluters are the western 
utilities that continue to 
pollute the atmosphere, 
and it is carried into the 
clouds, and travels thou-
sands of  miles, and then 

deposited in our waters 
as acid rain. It not only 
pollutes local waterways, 
but is responsible for 
polluting our gardens 
and farmers’ crops. At 
one time 35 years ago, 
the western utilities had 
set aside a million dol-
lars or more, and a com-
pany called Living lakes 
was formed. They were 
responsible for treating 
ponds, lakes and reser-
voirs with lime to bring 
back the Ph balance that 
was disrupted because of  
the acid rain. 

This writer sent in an 
application on behalf  
of  Mass. Fish & Wildlife 
and we received a com-
munication from Living 
Lakes, that Wallum lake 
was chosen to be treat-
ed with tons of  lime 
to correct the prob-
lem. Approximately 10 
huge tankers of  lime 
arrived at Wallum Lake  
with a slurry of  lime 
that was spread by a 
large boat, using digital 
machines that spread 
an even amount of  the 
lime on the entire lake. 

It brought the lakes 
PH back to a level that 
would sustain rainbow 
trout, as Mass. Fish & 
Wildlife had stopped 
stocking rainbow trout 
that they claimed would 
die if  they were stocked. 
Still, 35 years later, 
Wallum Lake receives 
rainbow trout and they 
do very well. It is hard to 
believe that the one treat-
ment of  lime could last 
that long!      

Bottom feeding fish like 
hornpout, perch, have 
the most levels of  heavy 
metals that are dangers 
for humans to eat, but 
bass, pickerel and other 
freshwater fish also have 
seen an increase in the 
heavy metals. As a long-
time fishing angler in 
local freshwater ponds I 
always caught a lot of  yel-
low perch, and brought 
them home for a good 
feed. The last 10 to 15 or 
so years, I stopped eating 
the fish when I observed 
black spots on the skin 
of  the fish, and when I 
removed the skin they 
had worms crawling out 
of  the flesh. I knew we 
had a problem, and wrote 
numerous articles on my 
findings for many years. 
Not much was made of  
it. Saltwater fish like 
cod and Haddock also 
are showing signs of  
worms in their flesh for 
a number of  years now. It 

sure wants to make you 
think about becoming a 
vegetarian. But wait! All 
of  these heavy met-
als are also being fed 
into the plants with acid 
rain. Beef, pork, chick-
en, and most other meats 
are all subjected to heavy 
metals. As one report I 
read on the Internet last 
week quoted: “Eating one 
fish a month is equal to a 
month of  forever chemi-
cals.” You better believe 
it! Freshly stocked trout 
should be the safest fish 
to eat for your family!

What do you expect as 
factories and mills have 
dumped their waste into 
our rivers and streams 
for years, and many 
still do. Worcester treat-
ment plant releases 
raw sewage into Lake 
Quinsigamond every 
year, polluting the lake 
and everything down-
stream and it ends up 
into the bay. It seems that 
it is ok to dump every-
thing into the ocean, but 
it is now coming back to 
haunt us. Planet earth 
cannot take much more 
before we all suffer the 
consequences. We sure 
cannot leave much of  a 
life for our children and 
future generations. I ate 
Swordfish twice this 
week. I can feel my mer-
cury level climbing! The 
ocean has been a dump-

ing ground for years, 
which continues to this 
day, and when the ocean 
is overcome with pollu-
tion it will be the end of  
all mankind.   

No final limits 
and sizes of  sea bass and 
Fluke were determined 
as of  last week in both 
Mass. & Rhode Island, 

but sea bass limits are 
on the chopping block in 
both states. Stripers and 
bluefish should remain 
the same as last year in 
both states. It Just makes 
you sick!   

Take a Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Generations of  home 
cooks have taken up the 
challenge each year to 
prepare delicious and 
creative meatless dishes 
during the Lenten sea-
son, or all year round.  
Some of  my fondest child-
hood memories include 
helping my mom skewer 
fish kebobs on metal rods 
and chopping chunks of  
Velveeta for her famous 
macaroni and cheese, 
both meals made popu-
lar courtesy of  Catholic 
meat restrictions! 

It was while I was (lit-
erally) tossing a frozen 
fish fillet in the oven 
last Friday night that I 
vowed to take time out to 
rediscover the “comfort 
meals” of  past genera-
tions.   Since I collect old 
cookbooks, an accumu-
lation time-tested meals 
were right at my finger-
tips.  (Yes, the internet 
would have been quicker, 
but much less authentic 
and interesting!) A quick 
look through a few of  the 
books revealed meatless 
dishes that were both 
interesting and easier to 
prepare than I anticipat-
ed.

So - in the interest of  
uninspired cooks every-
where, this week’s col-
umn will feature a menu 
of  meat alternatives that 
promise to bring rave 
reviews from even the 
most fussy family meal 
critic!

**
This mock “chicken” 

pie is the epitome of  com-
fort food!  I cheated and 
used a premade refrigera-
tor pie crust; if  you 
are really pressed 
for time, you can 
also substitute 
canned potatoes 
and carrots. . 

“ C a l i f o r n i a 
Chicken” Pie  (as 
served by Ruth 
Wakefield at  The 
Toll House, 
Whitman, MA in 
the 1930s)

I n g r e d i e n t s : 
one medium sized 
onion, chopped; 
one cup peas: two 
diced carrots; two 
diced potatoes; 
one large can tuna 
fish;  2 T flour; one 
T butter, one cup 
milk; 1 tsp. salt; 1/8 
tsp. pepper; 1/4 tsp. 
paprika.

P r e p a r a t i o n : 
Boil the carrots 
and potatoes.  Add 
peas to chopped 
onion.   Make a 
white sauce by 

melting butter, add flour 
and stir until smooth.  
Add milk, salt, pepper, 
and paprika. Cook until 
thick and smooth.  Add 
one cup tuna, broken 
into small pieces.   

Fill a baking dish 
with mixture in lay-
ers.  Cover with an 
upper crust or buttered 
crumbs and bake until 
brown in a 450 degree 
oven. Serves 6. 

**
Why not start a meat-

less meal with an elegant 
appetizer?  This original 
Toll House Onion Soup 
recipe can be adapted 
to better serve today’s 
busy cook with the use 
of  canned chicken stock.  
This is super easy!

Onion Soup - Toll 
House Style 

Ingredients: One pound 
onions, sliced and cooked 
in butter; 1 ½ rich chick-
en stock; one T flour 

Preparation: Cook 
onions until brown, 
sprinkle with flour and 
stir. Add to chicken 
stock slowly, stirring 
until smooth.  Let stand 
for several hours or the 
night before for best fla-
vor.   Serve soup with a 
slice of  French bread 
sprinkled with Parmesan 
or Romano cheese and 
toast in the oven the last 
moment.  Serve grated 
cheese for the soup. 

**
I haven’t tried this 

interesting vegetari-
an loaf, but it sounds 
delicious.  This is from 

“The American Women’s 
Cookbook,” Culinary 
Arts Institute, 1947.  
Readers who try it are 
encouraged to send in 
feedback!

Baked Bean Roast
Ingredients: 4 cups 

mashed baked beans; 2 
eggs, slightly beaten; 2 
cups bread crumbs; one 
cup tomatoes;  2T minced 
peppers; 2T minced 
onion; 4 T olive oil; ½ tsp. 
paprika, salt and pepper. 

Preparation: Cook pep-
per and onions in olive 
oil.  Add other ingredi-
ents in the order given. 
Bake (350 degrees) in 
greased baking dish for 
30 minutes.  Serve with 
brown sauce or tomato 
sauce. 

**

Couldn’t resist adding 
in my all-time favorite 
soup recipe!  Simple, deli-
cious, and once you make 
it, you’ll never want to 
buy canned tomato soup 
again!  Pair with a grilled 
cheese for an old fash-
ioned soup and sandwich 
supper. 

Tomato Soup
Ingredients: One stick 

butter; one medium 
onion; two (28 oz) cans of  

tomatoes (whole, diced or 
crushed, it doesn’t mat-
ter); jar of  salsa (option-
al); one cup of  water; 
spices of  choice (I use 
salt, pepper, and a dash 
or two of  turmeric and 
cayenne.

Preparation: In a 
saucepan, place butter 
and onion (cut into quar-
ters) and cook until but-
ter melts.  Add tomatoes 
(and salsa, if  desired), 
and simmer for 40 min-
utes.    Blend with an 
immersion blender.  Add 
spices to taste. 

**
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 

best helpful hints!
Do you have a tip 

that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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HELLO
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me! 
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

INCOME TAX

All Your Accounting and Tax Preparation Needs

INDIVIDUALS
v Tax Returns

v Estate Planning

v Trusts

v Retirement Strategies

SMALL BUSINESSES
v Start-Up Specialists

v Bookkeeping & Payroll

v Financial Statements

v Tax Returns & Analysis

PAYROLL
v Accurate Paydays

v Federal & State Tax Filings

v Software Integration

v Payroll Reports

Choose From One Of Our Four Preparers

Jennifer Desimone, EA, MSA | Francis LaMothe, EA |Brianna Prouty, EA | Sara Subik

Choose From One Of Our Four Locations!

EAST BROOKFIELD OFFICE

301 East Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515

508-867-5117 

LEICESTER OFFICE

1286 Main Street

Leicester, MA 01524

508-867-5117 

BELCHERTOWN OFFICE

175 State Street

Belchertown, MA 01007

508-867-5117 

PEMBROKE OFFICE

50 Mattakeesett Street

Pembroke, MA 02359

781-293-6645

VISIT US AT: www.lamotheassoc.com

For Payroll Contact 
Rachel McNaughtan, 

508-867-5117
Ext 105

LAFSILaMothe & DeSimone

Financial Services, Inc.

For Tasty Meatless Meals, Take a Tip from the Past

RALPH
TRUE

The GreaT

OuTdOOrs

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Acid rain continues to impact local fishermen

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows a couple of young anglers with 
some impressive sea bass they caught last year.    
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TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen

Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to 
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen 
to install one (1) JO Pole on Podunk 
Road beginning at a point approxi-
mately 40’ feet northeast of the center-
line of the intersection of Putnam Rd & 
Podunk Rd. Installation of new P91-50; 
starting approximately ~111’ northeast 
of existing P92 Podunk Rd. National 
Grid also requests permission to lay 
and maintain underground laterals, 
cables, and wires in the above or inter-
secting public ways. The pole hearing 
will take place on Monday, April 3, 
2023 at 6:35 p.m. at the Sturbridge 
Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s Memo-
rial Hall located at 308 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566.
March 17, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Robert P. Tuohey 
and Kristen L. Tuohey to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, acting solely as a nom-
inee for USAA Federal Savings Bank, 
dated September 27, 2007 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
41872, Page 37 (the “Mortgage”), 
as affected by a Loan Modification 
Agreement dated August 5, 2013, and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 51877, Page 55 of which 
mortgage U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual ca-
pacity but solely as owner trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust is the present 
holder by Assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for USAA Federal Sav-
ings Bank its successors and assigns 
to PHH Mortgage Corporation dated 
November 1, 2011 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 48186, 
Page 244, and Assignment from PHH 
Mortgage Corporation to NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing 
dated November 13, 2020 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
63747, Page 41, and Assignment from 
NewRez LLC f/k/a New Penn Finan-
cial, LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely as owner trustee for RCF 
2 Acquisition Trust dated April 19, 
2022 and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 67520, Page 28, for 
breach of conditions of said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same, the mortgaged premises 
located at 5 Highland Lane, Fiskdale 
(Sturbridge), MA 01518 will be sold at 
a Public Auction at 4:00 PM on April 
4, 2023, at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described below, all 
and singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit:
A certain tract of land containing 
44,742 square feet or 1.0271 acres, 
more or less, being shown as Lot 
8 on Plan of “The Highlands”, De-
finitive Subdivision Plan of Land in 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts prepared 
for Robert E. Moss, dated August 
16, 2002 recorded in the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Plan Book 
808 Plan 29.
For mortgagor’s title see deed re-
corded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 41872, Page 34.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject 
to all tenancies and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) are exempt from 
this requirement); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of Sale upon 
acceptance of bid; balance of pur-
chase price payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the date of 
the sale at the offices of mortgagee’s 
attorney, Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, 
Lowell, MA or such other time as may 
be designated by mortgagee.  The 
description for the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error in this 
publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as owner trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102

Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Tuohey, Robert P. and Kristen L. Tuo-
hey, 11-006430
Date: March 9, 2023
Date: March 16, 2023
Date: March 23, 2023

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Tammy L. Riopel, 
Michael P. Riopel to Wilmington 
Finance, a Division of AIG Federal 
Savings Bank, dated August 18, 2004 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 34428, Page 332, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment from:
Wilmington Finance, A division of AIG 
Federal Savings Bank to CIT Group/
Consumer Finance, Inc., recorded on 
June 24, 2005, in Book No. 36631, at 
Page 250 
CIT Group/Consumer Finance, Inc. to 
US Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee for Bermuda Investments 
2011-1 Trust, recorded on January 6, 
2012, in Book No. 48376, at Page 59 
LSF6 Bermuda Investments 2011-1 
Trust to LSF6 MRA REO Trust, re-
corded on July 30, 2012, in Book No. 
49363, at Page 117 
Vericrest Opportunity Loan Trust 2009-
FL1 to LSF6 Bermuda Investments 
2011-1 Trust, recorded on July 30, 
2012, in Book No. 49363, at Page 123 
LSF6 Bermuda Investments Trust 
Series 2008-1 to Vericrest Opportunity 
Loan Trust 2009-PL1, recorded on 
July 30, 2012, in Book No. 49363, at 
Page 124 
Vericrest Financial, Inc. successor in 
interest to the CIT Group/Consumer 
Finance, Inc. to LSF6 Bermuda Invest-
ments Trust Series 2008-1, recorded 
on July 30, 2012, in Book No. 49363, 
at Page 132 
LSF6 MRA REO Trust to U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A., as Trustee for VOLT 2012-
RPL2 Asset Holdings Trust, record-
ed on March 24, 2014, in Book No. 
52147, at Page 342 
US Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee for Bermuda Investments 
2011-1 Trust to Metropolitan Life Insur-
ance Company, recorded on July 14, 
2020, in Book No. 62794, at Page 142 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 5:00 PM on April 14, 2023, 
on the mortgaged premises located 
at 51 Breakneck Road, Sturbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described 
in said mortgage,
TO WIT:
A lot of land together with all buildings 
and improvements thereon, situat-
ed in Sturbridge, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, on the easterly side 
of Breakneck Road, being shown as 
Lot 35 on “Plan of Land in Sturbridge 
surveyed for Richard and Rose Simo-
nian” by Robert F. Para, dated Janu-
ary 14, 1984, and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 520, Plan 61, bounded 
and described as follows: BEGINNING 
at the northwesterly comer of said lot; 
THENCE S. 71 degrees 40’ 55” E a 
distance of Four Hundred Eighty and 
Eight Hundredths (480.08) feet to a 
point; THENCE S. 22 degrees 36’ 24” 
W. a distance of One Hundred Nine-
ty-Four and Forty-Five Hundredths
(194.45) feet to a drill hole in a ledge:
THENCE N. 70 degrees 35’ 00”
W. a distance of Four Hundred Fif-
ty-Three and Forty - Eight Hundredths
(453.48) feet to the easterly side of
said Breakneck Road; THENCE N. 18
degrees 41’ 12” E. a distance of One
Hundred Eighty-Three and Seven-
ty-Five Hundredths (183.75) feet along
said Breakneck Road to the point of
BEGINNING. CONTAINING according
to said Plan 2.017 acres.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 18196, Page 272.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all un-
paid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  
($5,000.00) Dollars by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 

by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt 
in full of the purchase price.  The 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
11870
March 16, 2023
March 23, 2023
March 30, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0658EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Alexander K. Owanisian
Date of Death: 12/07/2022

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Stephan R. Owanisian  of Worcester 
MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that:
Stephan R. Owanisian  of Worcester 
MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right  to obtain  a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court.  You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney  must file a written ap-
pearance  and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline  by which  you must file a 
written appearance  and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely  written appearance  
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file 
an inventory or annual accounts with 
the Court.  Persons  interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may pe-
tition the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy. 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 01, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0673EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Mark A Mrzyglod
Date of Death: 01/30/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by
Cheryl A Russell of Dudley MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Cheryl A Russell of Dudley MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-

ance and objection at this Court 
before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 02, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0792EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Barbara M. Galli
Also known as: Barbara Mae Galli 

Date of Death: 02/05/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by
Bruce M. Galli of Dudley MA and 
Richard Galli of West Boylston MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Bruce M. Galli of Dudley MA and 
Richard Galli of West Boylston MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/11/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 08, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing on the proposed 
Tantasqua Regional School District 
budget for 2023-2024 will be held on 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Cafeteria of Tantasqua Regional 
Junior High School, in accordance 
with M.G.L., Chapter 71, § 38N. A 
copy of the proposed budget is avail-
able at the Office of the Superinten-
dent of Schools, 320A Brookfield Rd., 
Fiskdale, MA.
NOTE: The regular school commit-
tee meeting will begin following the 
Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.
Michael Valanzola
Chairman
Tantasqua Regional School District 
Committee
March 17, 2023

LEGALS
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0735EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Ernest J Arcoite, Jr.
Also known as: Ernest J Arcoite

Date of Death: 12/28/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by
Jeffrey M Chasse of Sturbridge MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jeffrey M Chasse of Sturbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 6, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0755EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Adele J Rice
Date of Death: 12/03/2022

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate  of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by
Melanie Duquette of Worcester MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that:
Melanie Duquette of Worcester MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right  to obtain  a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court.  You have a right  to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney  must file a written ap-
pearance  and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return  day 
of 04/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance  and objection if 
you object  to this proceeding. If you 

fail to file a timely  written appearance  
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice  to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file 
an inventory or annual accounts with 
the Court.  Persons  interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice  regarding 
the administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may pe-
tition the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 06, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W019P2805EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Nancy lagallo
Date of Death: 04/27/2019

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A- Late and Limited 
Formal Testacy and/or Appointment 
has been filed by
Mark Masiello of Shrewsbury MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Mark Masiello of Shrewsbury MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
03/28/2023
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 27, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  62 Kingsley Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550 By virtue and 
in execution of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Jason Boucher to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee for 
Gateway Funding Diversified Mortgage 
Services, L.P., and now held by Bank 
of America, N.A., said mortgage 
dated May 15, 2008 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 

42857, Page 300, said mortgage was 
assigned from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Gateway Funding Diversified 
Mortgage Services, L.P. to Bank of 
America, N.A. by assignment dated 
September 21, 2011 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 47929, 
Page 160; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on April 10, 2023 at 
10:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 
 The land with the buildings thereon 
in Southbridge on the southerly side 
of Kingsley Street and the norther-
ly side of Douty Street being Lots 
37, 38, 39 , 302, 307 and 308 and 
the westerly five feet of lots 40 and 
313 on Plan of Lawson Villa filed 
with the Worcester District Deeds, 
Plan Book 22,  Plan 30 together 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the northwesterly cor-
ner thereof, at an iron pipe in the ground 
on the southerly line of Kingsley Street, 
at the northeasterly corner of land 
now or formerly of Walter F. Cierpich, 
otherwise called Wladyslaw Cierpich; 
THENCE N. 79? 01 ‘E., by the south-
erly line of Kingsley Street 80.00 
feet to an iron pipe in the ground 
at land now or formerly of Mailhot; 
THENCE S. 10? 59’ E., by land 
now or formerly of Mailhot, 200.00 
feet to an iron pipe in the ground 
on the northerly line of Douty Street; 
THENCE S. 79? 01’ W., by then northerly 
line of Douty Street 80.00 feet to an iron 
pipe in the ground at said Cierpich Land; 
THENCE N. 10? 59’ W., by said Cierpich 
land 200.00 feet to the point of beginning. 
For title see deed record-
ed herewith book 42857-299. 

The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 

Please note typographical 
errors are noted in the legal descrip-
tion as follows. The “?” should be a 
degree symbol. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated May 15, 2008 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
42857, Page 299.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
1080 Main Street, Suite 200 

Pawtucket, RI 02860
Attorney for Bank of America, N.A.

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

March 2, 2023
March 9, 2023
March 23, 2023

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Approval & 
Special Permit

Noble Energy Real Estate Holdings, 
LLC

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing in the
Center Office Building Meeting Room
on Tuesday, March 28, 2022 at 6:35
PM on the application of Noble Energy
Real Estate Holdings, LLC, 131 Buck-
ingham Street Suite 301, Hartford, CT
06106. The applicant requests Mod-
ification of an approved Site Plan for
the property located at 195 and 201
Charlton Road.
Specifically, the applicant seeks
modification to remove conditions of
approval related to the installation of
a signalized intersection which were
required in the Site Plan Approval
granted June 22, 2021 for the Noble
Energy Project and to modify the
permit to allow temporary access per

plans submitted and final transporta-
tion mitigation improvements as may 
be approved by MassDOT for this 
location. MassDOT has been working 
with the applicant and has determined 
the signalized intersection previously 
approved by the town is no longer 
adequate based on their latest con-
trol evaluation criteria. MassDOT is 
now recommending investigation of a 
roundabout.
A copy of the site plan and application 
can be inspected on the Sturbridge 
Town Website at https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet 
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning 
Department at (508) 347-2508 or by 
email at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance war-
rant, in accordance with applicable 
law. This means that members of the 
public body as well as members of the 
public may access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. https://glob-
al.gotomeeting.com/join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure 
that the public can adequately ac-
cess the proceedings in real time, 
via technological means. In the event 
that we are unable to do so, despite 
best efforts, we will post of the Town’s 
website an audio or video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive 
record of the proceedings as soon as 
possible after the meeting.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
Date 03/09/23

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W023P0407EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Michael J Santos
Date of Death: 01/05/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by
Gina Curto of Agawam MA
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that:
Gina Curto of Agawam MA
be appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve on the 
bond in unsupervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right  to obtain  a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney  must file a written ap-
pearance  and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing  date, but a 
deadline by which  you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object  to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely  written appearance  
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within  thirty  (30) days of 
the return  day, action  may be taken 
without further notice  to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal  Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required  to file 
an· inventory or annual accounts with 
the Court.- Persons  interested in the  
estate are entitled to notice  regarding 
the administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may pe-
tition the Court in any matter relating  
to the estate, including the distribution 
of assets  and expenses  of adminis-
tration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Kearny, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 03, 2023
Stephanie Fatman, Register of Pro-
bate
March 16, 2023

LEGALS

in the United States a 
General Lafayette, paid 
a famous visit to the 
Tavern. The French free-
mason was an important 
figure in helping guide 
Americans to victory 
and freedom from British 
rule and is considered a 
national hero in both the 
United States and France. 
After the Revolutionary 
War, Lafayette made one 
final tour of  the nation 
with stops in numerous 

towns including at the 
Rider Tavern. 

Frank Morrill 
explained that to this day 
Lafayette’s visit and the 
historic aesthetic remain 
the Tavern’s biggest 
draws as visitors can fol-
low in the steps of  one of  
America’s most famous 
military allies during 
its founding. Lafayette’s 
visit will even be recog-
nized next year in one 
of  the first big public 
events of  the decade at 
the Tavern.

“Next year in 2024 we 

will have a very large 
event in celebration of  
the 200th anniversary of  
the general coming back. 
We did have one a few 
years ago as a trial run 
with hundreds of  people 
attending. We’re bringing 
in a look-alike Lafayette, 
and it will be a day to cel-
ebrate,” Morrill said. 

He added that Charlton 
should be proud to have 
such a historic land-
mark in their community 
which has been recog-
nized nationally as a last-
ing piece of  American 

history earning designa-
tion on both the National 
Register of  Historic 
Places and as part of  
the Northside Village 
Historic District. 

“It’s a historical gem 
that has been recognized 
by historians throughout 
the state and even nation-
ally. People see and hear 
about it and that’s why 
we have people who come 
in to shoot portions of  
movies there because it 
fits projects involving 
that period – We now 
want to make a push of  

getting more members 
and more availability,” 
Morrill said.

Morrill said the 
Historical Society often 
hears questions about 
what the town plans to do 
with the “old building,” 
but they want to remind 
people that the Tavern 
isn’t just a building, 
it’s an important part 
of  Charlton that keeps 
history alive. The goal 
of  the entire Historical 
Society is to draw peo-
ple in to embrace one of  
Charlton’s greatest not-

so-hidden treasures for 
years to come.

The Charlton
Historical Society is 
always looking for new 
members, whose respon-
sibilities do include 
helping manage and pro-
vide tours of  the Rider 
Tavern. Information 
about membership or the 
Rider Tavern itself  can 
be found at www.charl-
tonhistoricalsociety.org.

RIDER
continued from page     A1



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

DOVER — Back 
on Tuesday, March 8, 
2022, the 12th ranked 
Tantasqua Regional 
girls’ varsity basketball 
team traveled to No. 5 
Dover-Sherborn High 
for a Division 3 State 
Tournament Round of  
16 contest against the 
Raiders. The Warriors 
lost that game, 63-39, to 
conclude their season.

Nearly a year later 
and Tantasqua headed 
back to Dover to take 
on the Raiders, again 
in the Division 3 State 
Tournament Round of  
16 and again as the 12 
seed against No. 5 Dover-
Sherborn on Tuesday, 
March 7.

Although first-year 
head coach Andrew 
Haley wasn’t on the side-
lines with the Warriors 
a season ago, he tracked 
down the game tape 
and watched the film to 
ensure that Tantasqua’s 
chances against the 
Raiders were as high as 
possible.

“We all kind of  thought 

we were a different team 
this year. We were not as 
one-dimensional offen-
sively and I thought we 
were a little more solid 
defensively coming into 
it. We watched film all 
week and we thought 
we had good matchups,” 
explained Haley. “We 
came into it thinking we 
had a chance.”

And the Warriors did 
have a chance against 
Dover-Sherborn. The 
game was tied at the half, 
27-27, and Tantasqua
led midway through the
third quarter, 34-33. But
the Raiders ended the
frame on a 6-0 run and
then won fourth quarter
scoring, 20-9, to take the
game, 59-43.

“I think in the third 
quarter we just kind 
of  lost some of  the 
momentum,” Haley said. 
“Things that were falling 
for us in the first half  
stopped falling for us in 
the third quarter.”

The Warriors went into 
the game hoping to con-
tain Dover-Sherborn’s 
Elliana Scalabrine 
(the daughter of  Brian 

Scalabrine) and Hana 
Skeary, the Raiders’ low 
post and 3-point shoot-
ing weapons, respective-
ly. And Tantasqua did 
just that, as Scalabrine 
scored just 7 points and 
Skeary added 12 points 
— 8 coming in the fourth 
quarter — with no made 
3-pointers. But Dover-
Sherborn’s Erica Hills
was the thorn in the
Warriors’ side. Hills, who
scored 30 points against
Tantasqua a year ago,
went off  again, this time
to the tune of  a game-
high 32 points. Hills
scored from distance
(four 3-pointers), from
inside the arc (five interi-
or baskets) and from the
line (10-15 on foul shots).

“We didn’t let either 
one of  them beat us, but 
then (Hills) came off  and 
just had a night. They 
had another girl that was 
pretty much just as good 
as they were,” Haley said 
of  Hills.

Haley was proud of  
the way his team played 
in the first half. The 
Warriors trailed after the 
first quarter, 19-12, but 

then won the second peri-
od, 15-8, to be all knotted 
up.

“The whole first half  I 
thought we played really 
good basketball. We just 
couldn’t sustain it. They 

weathered the storm,” 
said Haley.

Gabby Scanlon was 
the lone Tantasqua play-
er in double figures with 
10 points, while Maeve 
Early added 9, Maya 

Gidopoulos 
7 and Nicki 
Vejack 6. 
Gidopoulos 
was the 
War riors’ 
most effec-
tive 84-foot 
player from 
end line to 
end line, as 
she was a 
nuisance to 
any Dover-
S h e r b o r n 
player pos-
s e s s i n g 
the ball. 
Gidopoulos 
ro u t i n e ly 
came from 
s e e m i n g -
ly out of  
n o w h e r e 
to steal the 
ball away.

“ M a y a 
definitely 
b r o u g h t 
the ener-
gy tonight. 
I think 
t o n i g h t 
was one of  
her better 
g a m e s , ” 
said Haley. 

“Her contributions 
tonight were energy, 
steals, just great team 
defense — she really did 
a good job tonight.”

The Warriors finished 
18-4, while the Raiders
16-7 after losing to No.
4 Rockland High in the
Round of  8, 48-37.

Haley is hopeful for an 
even stronger season in 
2023-2024.

“We’re super confident. 
We have a really good 
group of  JV players com-
ing up. I do feel like we’re 
on the rise,” he said. “You 
never want to look to next 
year during the season, 
but you can look down 
the road and see we’re 
going to be in pretty good 
shape next year and the 
next couple years.”

But Haley was also able 
to reflect on the current 
season that was, which 
will lose seniors Kelsie 
Wotton, Hannah Johnson 
and Sophia Parker to 
graduation.

“It was a bummer, we 
wanted to win this game, 
but they accomplished a 
lot this year. They won 
18 games, they won the 
league — they didn’t lose 
a league game all year 
— so those were some 
things that we could take 
away from the season 
that were really positive,” 
concluded Haley.
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H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

local SERVICE  providers
To advertise in this section 

please call Mikaela at 
774-200-7308 or email

mikaela@stonebridgepress.
news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Winter
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

"Quality counts 
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Warriors’ season again ended by
 Dover-Sherborn in Round of 16

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Gabby Scanlon tries to drive the ball past Dover-Sherborn’s Anh Ngo.
Maya Gidopoulos of Tantasqua catches a pass and eyes the rim before shooting a 3-pointer.

Maeve Early of Tantasqua passes the ball out of a defensive double team and toward team-
mate Sophia Webb.

Tantasqua’s Lizzie Thompson holds the ball away from a Dover-Sherborn defender while pos-
sessing it near the top of the key.

Tantasqua’s Nicki Vejack eyes the basket while hustling toward it on the fast break.
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Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing 

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

> edwardjones.com

MKT-5894B-A-A2  AECSPAD 

Protect your family's 
financial future.

Trevor Nielsen 
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 
508-347-1420

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 3/13/23 was $3.67 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-50 ......... $2.5
500 PLUS ..... $2.40
Duel Fuel ..... $3.75
Drop off Tanks $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Hair Studio 
& Day Spa

413.436.7220
2370 Main St., West Warren, MA 01092 

Hours: Tues-Thurs 9-7; Fri 10-6; Sat 9-4

Meet Our Staff!   

John – 
Master Colorist with over 
20 years experience! 

Tina – Massage Therapist 
with 20 years of experience

Kathy Allard Fountain – 
Master Colorist with over 
20 years experience

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 
Opening for Aesthetician!

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road 
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR 
Insurance agency

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We offer policies for
RENTERS • AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS  

LIFE • DISABILITY • MOTORCYCLE • BOAT

Are You Under Insured? 
Over the past decade, Marshall & Swift/

Boeckh estimate that some 60% of  
residential homes are undervalued by 

roughly 15%-20%—and that was before 
the recent explosion in construction costs 
caused by supply chain issues, hurricanes, 

the pandemic, and the war in Ukraine. 
According to the U.S. Labor Department, 

the cost to repair or rebuild a damaged 
property, residential or commercial, 

is up by about 15%.   
CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT!

508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Gwenn Gaumond, DVM MS
Michelle Kneeland, DVM (exotics specialist)

Stephanie Fraissl, DVM
Elizabeth Middleton, DVM

 Kristin Williams, DVM

168 Route 171, Woodstock ,CT 06281
(860)315-5955 • info@peakebrookvc.com

www.peakebrookveterinarycenter.com

Accepting new patients (cats, dogs and exotics)
Full Service Veterinary Clinic

We Now Have Expanded Hours:
 Monday-Wednesday 7:00am-5:00pm

Thursday 7:00am-6:00pm
Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

gested the existing funds might 
make Southbridge’s proposal 
more attractive to the state.

To be clear, this vote did not 
apply for the grant yet. Dean said 
it’s a preliminary process called 
One Stop for Growth the state 
devised to consolidate numerous 
grant programs to give towns a 
chance to see which ones indi-
vidual projects might qualify for. 
Actual grant applications don’t 
happen until June, and the town 
can apply for grants without get-
ting such feedback, she said.

The sidewalk idea came after 
several councilors objected to 
Dean’s initial proposal, which 
would have sought $4 million for 
roads, sidewalks, lights and other 
work on the privately-owned 
American Optical campus. She 
said that proposal came from AO 
owner Franklin Realty, which 
had proposed it first back in 2019. 
The state rejected it then as not 
being developed enough, they 
tried again in 2021 and withdrew 
it to favor a possible marijuana 
business, so the town got Mass 
Works to fund extensive work on 
East Main Street instead, she said. 
That project also used the AO’s 
redevelopment as its economic 
development hook, but was on 
public property.

The latter was the major stick-
ing point for this year’s AO propos-
al, with several councilors object-
ing to the idea of  using public 
funds for work that would almost 
entirely be on private property. 
The one exception was redoing 
the Mechanic/North intersection, 
but, as Mike Marketti noted, that 

area is being repaved under this 
year’s road contract with Pioppi 
Construction already.

Dean said the AO’s roads are 
mostly “not of  acceptable munic-
ipal standards,” and would not 
become public property after 
the project. But the proposal did 
include a covenant that would 
make them publically-accessible; 
she suggested making sure it was 
worded to specify when and how 
such access would happen, among 
other things.

Before the change, Steeves sug-
gested language that might make 
sure “some of  [AO’s] rent goes to 
public coffers” to help housing 
issues elsewhere in town if  the 
town was going to support the pro-
posal. Dean said Franklin Realty 
has said they’re willing to revise 
the covenant to meet the town’s 
interests, but nobody from the 
firm was at the meeting last week.

Dean also suggested using 
MassWorks funding to complete 
River Street, which a CDBG proj-
ect will rebuild from Hamilton 
to the bridge, but cannot finish 
because the western end is out-
side the low-moderate income 
census district.

The panel approved using the 
same One Stop process for a 
$130,000 Urban Agenda grant to 
fund youth baseball field lights 
at McCann Field. Dean said that 
funding will replace American 
Rescue Plan Act money the coun-
cil has already approved for the 
project if  Southbridge gets it. It’s 
also applying for $30,000 to com-
plete a Town Hall Facilities Study 
(partly funded by town money), as 
well as making various changes to 
continue work on McCann Field 
and appointing Layne Wandelear 
to the Liquor Board. 

SIDEWALKS
continued from page     A1 Explore the life of the 

notorious Bathsheba Spooner 
with author Ed Londergan

STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge Historical Society invites you to learn about a notorious 
local colonial woman  with author Ed Londergan. Join us at the Publick House on Thursday, 
March 23 at 7 p.m. as Mr. Londergan discusses his latest novel, “Unlike Any Other,” based upon 
the life of  Bathsheba Spooner of  Brookfield. The book tells the story of  how this 18th-century 
woman from a prominent New England family went from an up-and-coming young woman, 
with the world seemingly at her feet, to a woman who would do anything to escape her mar-
riage, and ultimately ended up on the gallows. The events that follow Bathsheba’s life, her deci-
sions, and her ultimate demise will show readers that Bathsheba Spooner was, in fact, “Unlike 
Any Other.”

Ed Londergan is the author of  the award-winning books “The Devils’ Elbow,” and “The Long
Journey Home” which tell the story of  Jack Parker and his struggles to survive and thrive on 

the colonial frontier of  Central Massachusetts. Having researched American history for many 
years, he is a frequent speaker with a focus on colonial Massachusetts. A graduate of  Holy 
Cross, he lives in Warren, Massachusetts.

The Historical Society’s programs are generously hosted by the Publick House. The program 
begins at 7 p.m. The author will have his books available for sale. 

Trevor Wallace named to dean’s list at 
Tufts University

MEDFORD — Trevor Wallace of  Charlton, Class of  2026, was named to the dean’s list at Tufts 
University for the Fall 2022 semester. Dean’s list honors at Tufts University require a semester 
grade point average of  3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, located on campuses in Boston, Medford/Somerville, and Grafton, 
Massachusetts, and in Talloires, France, is recognized among the premier research univer-
sities in the United States. Tufts enjoys a global reputation for academic excellence and for 
the preparation of  students as leaders in a wide range of  professions. A growing number of  
innovative teaching and research initiatives span all Tufts campuses, and collaboration among 
the faculty and students in the undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs across the 
university’s schools is widely encouraged.
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270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

GREAT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME!
 Call for a free market analysis today!

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 39 years of combined real estate 

experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info:

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the

Real Estate

Business!

I look forward to serving you in

all of your real estate ventures!

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more…

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

THOMPSON, CT  Featured Property

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS! Licensed in MA & CT

$139,900 67 Breezy LaneJo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
774-230-5044 

* New 30'
   Addition
* Recent

Roof
* 2 Bedroom
* Level Lot
* Shed

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Sellers List Now!!
Buyers are anxious to find homes. 

The market remains strong
Call for a Free Market Analysis

in the Spring Market

* Agency Bonus
* 4 Bedrooms
* 3 Baths
* New siding, septic, heating, 

HW floors, kitchen, baths, roof
* Gas heat
* Legal In-law unit or 

apartment

* 4 months of condo 
fees paid for by 
seller

* 1700 square feet
* 2 Baths
* 2 car garage

STURBRIDGE - BEST VALUE!!!

STERLING - CONDO

21 River  Road – $495,000

5 Turtle Ln #5 $469,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want 
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 6 Room, 3 bed-
room 2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, Master Bath.! Level Lot 
to the Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped!   $705,000

Featured New Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bed-
room Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, fireplace living & dining 
room. 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath!  $785,000

Hard to find 6500 +/- Sq Ft corner Lot. Beautiful View 
& Setting! Sandy Beach! Few tall Pines for shade. 
Town Water & Sewer Available! Will Custom Build if 
Preferred! 

$333,000. FIRM

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd 

- Webster Lake Waterfront Lot - Corner 
of Black Point Rd & Cedar Point Rd

 WEBSTER -
 17 ASSELIN AVENUE

FIRST TIME OFFERED! 
“In Brian Acres”  Estab-
lished 40 year+- Develop-
ment. SPACIOUS 1,262 
SQFT+- ONE LEVEL 
RANCH HOME! 3 BRs, 
1-1/2 Baths, 2 Car Garage
& Sunroom. $355,000.

WOODSTOCK - 4 BARBER RD

 WEBSTER - LAND 
WINDY RIDGE RD  

What a Beauty!
Circa 1800 Vintage 4 bedrooms. 
Renovations included kitchen & 
bath, refinished wood flooring, 
interior painting & more…Barn, 
large lot.

NEW PRICE $449,000

Exploring the possibility of 
building a new construction? 
Land on a private Cul de Sac 
in Brian Acres! Established 40 
year +- neighborhood. 1/2 acre 
w/150’ road frontage. Access 
to municipal water & sewer.
On Deposit  $249,900

Webster Lake 
 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 

$811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

DUDLEY - 20 NELCO AVE.   

NEW LISTING!  A Must See!  Cape - Renovat-
ed 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. New shingles, 
gutters, siding, railings, & deck, electrical 
Service! Gorgeous NEW kitchen, granite 
counters, island & SS appliances! Fireplace.   
On Deposit  $414,900.

WEBSTER - 108 LOWER GORE RD 

NEW LISTING! First Time Offered! Cute 2 
Bedroom Ranch that needs some Love! 
Originally a 3 Bedroom home. Master Bed-
room has a 1/2 Bath. Flat lot with Storage 
Shed in the Backyard. Town Water & Sewer.                    
On Deposit $249,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 

$705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD 

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible. $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included! $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage. 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared. 39,549 SF.

$419,000.
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.

$125,000
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.

ON DEPOSIT $329,000

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings! $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline,
3 bedroom Cape features eat in
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor,
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath!

$785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd 

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED!
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom.
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 

$811,000.
SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more! 
A MUST SEE! NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level. 

$279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage! $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.

$259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 34 EMERALD AVENUE
This gem is situated on a well maintained 
corner lot!  Beautiful perennial gardens 
that bloom from spring through fall. 
The first floor is freshly painted. 2 bed-
rooms and living room have hardwood 
floors. 3rd bedroom is located on the 
second floor. A 4th bedroom or in home 
office space. Heat Hot Water Baseboard/
Oil. Easy maintenance vinyl siding.
 $304,000.SORRY, SOLD!

42 EAST MAIN STREET 
Circa 1900 Cape style 3-4 BR Single Family Home! 
Very Deep Lot. 1 car detached garage. GB4 (Busi-
ness) zoned. Updated kitchen/bath. Private rear 
patio. Large 13x7 laundry room/pantry. Fireplace. 
Impressive winding open stairway!
On Deposit    $249,900

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

TOP PRODUCER
WORCESTER COUNTY

Donna Caissie
(774)641-3325
2SISTERSTEAM.COM

License #9559204

dcaissiehomes@yahoo.com
PO Box 652
Oxford, MA 01540

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
I’LL COME TO YOU!

•Must have a valid drivers license,
Class A license a plus

•Salary based on experience.
•Full time, 40 hours with benefits;

health, vision and dental after 30 days. 
Call Bill Keyes Asphalt Paving Inc
774-261-5181 l 508-347-7499

HELP WANTED
LABORER FOR LOCAL PAVING COMPANY

LIVE BAIT 
FOR FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

SOUTHBRIDGE 
Apartment for rent 
1 bedroom, 4 rooms 
Livingroom, kitchen,

 bed and  bath
Looking for one person 
No pets, non smoking

Electric heat
$875/month

First/last/security
References

Call 508-765-5129

Assistant 
Treasurer/Collector

Town of Charlton
The Full-time Assistant Treasurer/Collector assists the 
Treasurer/Collector in providing high-level financial, 

administrative, and technical work involving the receipt of 
money and the collection of all taxes due to the town. 

Bachelor’s degree in accounting,finance, or  
related field; a minimum of five years’ experience in a  
municipal position; or any equivalent combination of  

education and experience. Massachusetts certification as 
Treasurer and Tax Collector preferred, but not required. 

Please see job description for complete list of qualifications 
and responsibilities. Salary range: $25.87 – $28.56 hourly 

depending on qualifications. Please apply online at  
https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources   

no later than March 20, 2023. 

The Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer  
and encourages diversity.

Town of Spencer
Office of the Board of Selectmen

&
Town Administrator

Laborer, Water Department: Town of Spen-
cer Water Department seeks applicants to fill 

the position of Laborer. This position will work with Water 
Operators in the daily maintenance of the water supply, treat-
ment, and distribution systems. The ideal candidate will have 
a High School diploma from a vocational school, have strong 
math and science skills, and be willing to continue their edu-
cation in the water industry including obtaining professional 
licensing as a Water Treatment and Water Distribution Opera-
tor. Experience with operating lawn care equipment and hand 
power tools beneficial. The candidate will be subject to emer-
gency call-ins for water main breaks. This entry level position 
fits into the succession plan for the department. Pay for this 
position ranges from $20.19/hr. to $24.10/hr. and includes a 
generous benefits package including clothing allowance, con-
tinuing education, and license cost reimbursement.

Submit resume and standard Town application available at
 www.spencerma.gov 

to Town of Spencer, Town Administrator’s Office, 
157 Main Street, Spencer MA 01562. 

Subject to Union Rules and Regulation, EEO Employer.

Town of Spencer
Office of the Board of Selectmen

&
Town Administrator

Light Equipment Operator (LEO): Town of 
Spencer seeks applicants to fill the Light Equip-

ment Operator position in the Highway Department. This 
position is responsible for the operation of light equipment, 
snowplows, motorized and non-motorized hand tools. The 
work involves repair and maintenance of highway infrastruc-
ture including but not limited to roads, sidewalks, stormwater 
systems and street signs, vegetation control, snow plowing and 
sanding, maintenance of parks, cemeteries, and grounds. This 
highly responsible position is subject to emergency call-ins to 
respond to emergencies. High School diploma or GED plus a 
Mass CDL Class B are required, additional license and certifi-
cations beneficial. The willingness to be trained and increase 
skills and licensing is required to succeed in this position. Pay 
for this position ranges from $20.95/hr. to $25.03/hr. and in-
cludes a generous benefits package including clothing allow-
ance, continuing education, and license cost reimbursement.

Submit resume and standard Town application available at 
www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Town Administrator’s Office, 

157 Main Street, Spencer MA 01562. 
Subject to Union Rules and Regulation, EEO Employer.

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Hi! My name is Wyatt 
and I like horses!

Wyatt is a happy and en-
ergetic boy who loves to run 
and play! He also enjoys 
reading books and listening 
to music. Wyatt does well in 
school with extra support. 
His teachers are calling this 
year “The Year of Wyatt” 
due to his academic gains! 
Wyatt gets along well with 
other children and adults. 

Legally freed for adoption, Wyatt would do well in a family 
of any constellation. He would like to maintain contact with 
his birth father and siblings. Wyatt’s social worker is looking 
for a family that will help to support his needs. He would do 
well in a home that is active and can provide structure and 
routine.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/8053 

Can I Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of in-

come, and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match 
to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, mar-
ried, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeown-
ers; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, 
you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is 
completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is 
right for you. These steps will help match you with a child or 
sibling group that your family will fit well with.

Wyatt
Age 7

School Committee proposes 
$57 million budget 

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — After several months of  conversation the Dudley-
Charlton Regional School Committee has agreed on an official starting point for its 
budget discussions for Fiscal Year 2024.

Following a presentation by Superintendent Stephen Lamarche, the School 
Committee agreed to recommend a $57 million level-service spending plan that 
includes a $56.8 million operating budget and $198,638 in capital expenditures. This 
includes the numbers associated with the multi-year override request in Dudley as 
well as the maximum $2.2 million increase in assessments asked of  Charlton with 
the knowledge that neither of  these figures are guaranteed.

Superintendent Lamarche stressed further conversations and decisions are to 
be made prior to budget votes this spring that could change these figures dramati-
cally in either Dudley or Charlton. The issues facing the Dudley-Charlton Regional 
School District have been discussed repeatedly in roundtables and public forums. 
School officials have warned that without the requested increases the district 
faces significant cuts ranging from loss of  teachers and programs to sacrificing 
an opportunity for funding through the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(MSBA) to assess the future needs of  Shepherd Hill Regional High School. The 
budget pushed forward during the School Committee’s March 8 meeting rep-
resents a perfect scenario where Charlton is able to accept a $2.2 million increase 
in assessments and Dudley approves a multi-year override to fund both school and 
town needs. School Committee members were realistic in stating that the proposed 
budget will likely change significantly in the coming months, but they felt it was 
proper to propose a level-funded budget to at least begin larger scale discussions.

“One of  the things I’ve learned is that you have to have a starting point and I 
feel that we owe it to our students and our staff  to at least start at a level service 
budget,” said School Committee Chair Cathleen Carmignani. “If  we start any less, 
I think that’s a disservice to our students, our staff, and our public and future res-
idents of  our towns.”

The proposed plan calls for a Proposition 2 1/2 override in Dudley which will go 
before voters in a ballot vote in April that includes $3.17 million in added assess-
ments for education. The initial plan being put before Charlton calls for a $2.2 mil-
lion increase, however the town has made it clear $2.2 million would be unattain-
able. Superintendent Lamarche presented $600,000 in possible cuts to get Charlton’s 
assessment to $1.9 million, which still doesn’t meet the $1.3 million limit that the 
Board of  Selectmen set during a meeting in February as their maximum starting 
point for conversation. Lamarche said Charlton’s numbers are far from finalized.

“I completely understand where the town of  Charlton is coming from with their 
timeline, but that assessment is really contingent on a successful override (in 
Dudley) that doesn’t occur until April 25. There is some room in there for continued 
dialogue with the leaders of  the Town of  Charlton to really try to hammer that out 
and what that looks like,” said Lamarche.

Throughout the meeting Lamarche and the School Committee stressed these 
numbers are all just conversation starters and that this budget presents two differ-
ent situations that both need to be resolved to finalize the final spending plan. In 
order for any of  the numbers to work, Dudley must approve the override request 
set for a vote on April 25. If  that vote is successful, the district must also come to an 
agreement on assessment increases with the town of  Charlton before both towns 
bring their budgets to town meetings this spring. There’s still plenty more to work 
out, but for now both towns and the school committee have a solidified starting 
point to begin larger conversations about the future of  the district.
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 REG $1049 

$849

 REG $1049 

$849

ELECTROLUX 4.5 CU FT FRONT LOAD PERFECT STEAM WASHER
MODEL# ELFW7437AW

ELECTROLUX 8.0 CU FT FRONT LOAD PERFECT STEAM ELECTRIC DRYER
MODEL# ELFE7437AW

 REG $1049 

$899

 REG $1049 

$899

GE 4.8 CU FT SMART FRONT LOAD WASHER WITH ULTRA FRESH VENT SYSTEM
MODEL# GFW550SSNWW

GE 7.8 CU FT SMART FRONT LOAD ELECTRIC DRYER WITH SENSOR DRY CYCLE
MODEL# GFD55ESSNWW

 REG $1479 

$1329

 REG $1479 

$1329

SPEED QUEEN COMMERCIAL QUALITY TOP LOAD WASHER WITH NO LID 
LOCK AND A 5 YEAR WARRANTY MODEL# TC5003WN

SPEED QUEEN COMMERCIAL QUALITY ELECTRIC DRYER WITH EXTENDED 
TUMBLE AND A 5 YEAR WARRANTY MODEL# DC5003WE

 REG $849 

$649

 REG $849 

$649

LG 4.3 CU FT TOP LOAD WASHER WITH 4-WAY AGITATOR AND TURBO DRUM 
TECHNOLOGY MODEL# WT7005CW

LG 7.3 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH SENSOR DRY TECHNOLOGY
MODEL# DLE7000W

 REG $799 

$619

 REG $799 

$619

MAYTAG 4.5 CU FT TOP LOAD WASHER WITH DEEP FILL OPTION
MODEL# MVW4505MW

MAYTAG 7.0 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH WRINKLE PREVENT 
PHASE MODEL# MED4500MW

619619

MAYTAG 4.5 CU FT TOP LOAD WASHER WITH DEEP FILL OPTION

AMERICAN MADE 
FOR OVER 110 YEARS!

THURS. 3/16- WED. 3/29/2023

NEW ENGLAND’S 
FASTEST 
GROWING 

APPLIANCE 
RETAILER! THURS. 3/16- WED. 3/29/2023THURS. 3/16- WED. 3/29/2023

THOUSANDS OF 
APPLIANCES IN STOCK 

READY TO DELIVER 
WITHIN DAYS!

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT MANNYSTV.COM 
Wilbraham 
413-543-2467

Westfield 
413-485-7152

Hadley 
413-585-8544
Greenfield 

413-772-0113

Leominster 
978-710-0762

Framingham MA
508-626-2321

Sutton MA
774-808-7240
Keene NH 

603-363-4100

 Claremont NH
603-287-8689
Canton CT 

860-693-6337

NOW WITH 10 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

OUR LOW PRICES BEAT THE BIG BOX STORES EVERY DAY!
WE WON’T FORGET YOU, WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL! 

WAS $13,996 
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$9,948
AFTER THERMADOR’S 

ONE-TW0-FREE 
INSTANT REABATE*

30” PRO HARMONY GAS 
RANGE WITH 2  

EXTRA LOW BURNERS
MODEL# PRG304WH 

REG $4949

LOW-PROFILE 30” 600 
CFM WALL HOOD WITH 

LED  LIGHTING
MODEL# HMWB30WS 

REG $2049

FREEDOM TRUE  
COUNTER-DEPTH 

FRENCH DOOR  
REFRIGERATOR  
WITH INTERNAL  

WATER DISPENSER
MODEL# T36FT820NS 

REG $4999

48 DECIBEL EMERALD 
DISHWASHER WITH 

3RD RACK CHEF’S TOOL 
DRAWER

MODEL# DWHD560CFP

REG $1399

WAS $13,369 
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$11,152
AFTER MONOGRAM’S 

ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR FREE 
INSTANT REABATE*

30” PROFESSIONAL GAS 
CONVECTION  RANGE 

WITH 4 BRASS BURNERS
MODEL# ZGP304NTSS 

REG $5600

GE 610 CFM  30”  
DESIGNER WALL HOOD 

WITH PERIMETER  
VENTING 

MODEL# UVW9301SLSS

REG $1169

23.1 CU FT  
COUNTER-DEPTH 

FRENCH DOOR  
REFRIGERATOR 

MODEL# ZWE23NSTSS 

REG $4300
(handles sold separately for $200) 

TOP CONTROL  
42 DECIBEL  

DISHWASHER  
WITH THIRD RACK

MODEL# ZDT925SPNSS 

$2100

FOR OVER 110 YEARS!FOR OVER 110 YEARS!

MAYTAG 21 CU FT PREMIUM TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR  
WITH FACTORY INSTALLED ICEMAKER MODEL# MRT711SMFZ

  REG $1299

$899

GE 27 CU FT ENERGY STAR FRNCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR  
WITH INTERNAL WATER DISPENSER MODEL#GNE27JYMFS

  REG $2399

$1599

BOSCH 500 SERIES 21.6 CU FT COUNTER DEPTH REFRIGERATOR 
WITH VITA FRESH PLUS MODEL# B36CD50SNS

$3299

GE 5.3 CU FT FREE STANDING ELECTRIC 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH AIR-FRY

MODEL# JB735SPSS

GE 5.3 CU FT FREE STANDING ELECTRIC 

 REG $1099

$949
MAYTAG 6.4 CU FT ELECTRIC RANGE WITH TRUE 

CONVECTION AND POWER PRE-HEAT
MODEL# MER8800FZ

MAYTAG 6.4 CU FT ELECTRIC RANGE WITH TRUE 

 REG $1349

$999
LG 6.3 CU FT SMART WI-FI ENABLED PRO BAKE 

CONVECTION ELECTRIC SLIDE-IN RANGE WITH AIR 
FRY MODEL# LSEL6335F

LG 6.3 CU FT SMART WI-FI ENABLED PRO BAKE 

 REG $1999

$1499
BOSCH 800 SERIES GAS SLIDE-IN CONVECTION 
RANGE WITH 9 SPECIALIZED COOKING MODES

MODEL# HGI8056U

BOSCH 800 SERIES GAS SLIDE-IN CONVECTION 

$2549
BERTAZZONI 30” ITALIAN DESIGNED AND BUILT 

GAS RANGE WITH DUAL RING POWER BURNER AND 
EUROPEAN CONVECTION MODEL# MAST305GASXE

BERTAZZONI 30” ITALIAN DESIGNED AND BUILT 

$3799
PLUS GET A 

$200 REBATE

VIKING 30 INCH OPEN BURNER GAS RANGE WITH 
VARI-SIMMER SETTING ON ALL 4 BURNERS AND 

INFRA-RED BROILER MODEL# VGIC53024BSS

VIKING 30 INCH OPEN BURNER GAS RANGE WITH 

GE TOP CONTROL STAINLESS INTERIOR 
DISHWASHER WITH SANITIZE CYCLE & DRY BOOST

MODEL# GDP645SYNFS

GE TOP CONTROL STAINLESS INTERIOR 

 REG $899

$569
FRIGIDAIRE TOP CONTROL 49 DECIBEL 

DISHWASHER WITH METAL INTERIOR AND 3RD 
RACK MODEL# FDSH4501AS

FRIGIDAIRE TOP CONTROL 49 DECIBEL 

 REG $849

$599
LG FRONT CONTROL DISHWASHER WITH 3RD RACK 

AND QUAD WASH SYSTEM
MODEL# LDFN4542S

LG FRONT CONTROL DISHWASHER WITH 3RD RACK 
AND QUAD WASH SYSTEM

 REG $899

$699
BOSCH 100 SERIES 48 DECIBEL TOP CONTROL 

DISHWASHER WITH THIRD RACK 
MODEL# SHXM4AY55N

BOSCH 100 SERIES 48 DECIBEL TOP CONTROL 

$899
KITCHENAID TOP CONTROL 44 DECIBEL 

DISHWASHER WITH FREE FLEX THIRD RACK
MODEL# KDTM404KPS

KITCHENAID TOP CONTROL 44 DECIBEL 

 REG $1349
$999
Valid on 3/23

$5699
THIS RANGE QUALIFIES FOR  VIKING’S 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE  
APPLIANCE INCENTIVE  
see store for details

MAYTAG FRONT CONTROL DISHWASHER WITH 
METAL TUB AND DUAL POWER FILTRATION

MODEL# MDB4949SKZ

MAYTAG FRONT CONTROL DISHWASHER WITH 

 REG $879

$599

MAYTAG 21 CU FT PREMIUM TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR LG 27 CU FT SIDE BY SIDE REFRIGERATOR WITH SMOOTH 
TOUCH ICE DISPENSER MODEL# LRSXS2706S

  REG $1832

$1399

FRIGIDAIRE GALLERY 22.6 CU FT COUNTER-DEPTH  
FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR  MODEL# GRFC2353AF

  REG $3299

$2299

KITCHENAID 25.8 CU FT MULTI-DOOR REFRIGERATOR  
WITH PLATINUM INTERIOR MODEL# KRMF706ESS

  REG $4499

$3399

EXCLUSIVE APPLIANCE RETAILER OF THE
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366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~
Mon-Thurs 8:30am-7pm • Fri 8:30am-6pm • Sat 8:30am-4pm

~ SERVICE HOURS ~
Mon 8am-7pm • Tues-Fri 8am-5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

Visit us on-line at www.lamoureuxford.com

QUALITY SELECTION • QUALITY SERVICE • QUALITY DEALER

2015 Ford F-150 Lariat 4X2 (NOT 4X4) TU3783  .............$26,999
2022 Ford F-150 Lariat 501A TU10206 ..................................$68,999
2018 Ford F-150 Raptor TU10173 ............................................. $55,988
2018 Ford F-150 XLT TU3320 ........................................................$37,888
2018 Ford F-150 XLT TU10191......................................................$29,995
2021 Ford F-150 XLT Hybrid TU10131 .................................... $51,888
2021 Ford F-150 XLT Sport TU10223   ....................................$50,999
2017 Ford F-150 XTR TU10193 ....................................................$28,999
2019 Ford F-350 XL TU10215 .......................................................$43,999

CARS

Choose From Over “50” Quality, 
Fully Serviced Vehicles!

     On-site Finance Department 
Extended Warranty Options

SUV

TRUCK

2016 Ford Mustang GT
5.0L V-8 cyl Engine, Automatic, 9,750 miles, 15/25 mpg City/Hwy, 

CU7720  .....................................................................................................$35,488
2020 Ford Mustang Premium GT 
5.0L V-8 cyl Engine, Automatic, 2,291 miles, 15/24 mpg City/Hwy, 

CU7739 ......................................................................................................$44,999
2016 Ford Mustang V6 
3.7L V-6 cyl Engine, Automatic, 39,558 miles,17/28 mpg City/Hwy, 

CU7717 .....................................................................................................  $22,988
2018 Audi S5 3.0T Premium Plus 
3.0L TFSI V6 engine Engine, Automatic, 45,172 miles, 21/30 mpg City/Hwy,

CU7691 ...................................................................................................... $45,988
2018 BMW 320i
2.0L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 31,805 miles, 24/35 mpg City/Hwy,

CU7706  ..................................................................................................... $29,988

2020 Ford Edge SEL
2.0L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 30,483 miles, 21/28 mpg City/Hwy, TU10064 .....$34,999
2018 Ford Edge SEL 
2.0L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 38,819 miles, 20/27 mpg City/Hwy, TU10028 ......$31,988
2018 Ford Edge SEL 
S2.0L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 38,476 miles, 20/27 mpg City/Hwy, TU3660 .....$31,999
2018 Ford Edge SEL 
3.5L V-6 cyl Engine, Automatic, 61,950 miles, 17/23 mpg City/Hwy, TU10204 ....$23,988 
2017 Ford Edge SEL 
3.5L V-6 cyl Engine, Automatic, 62,855 miles, 20/27 mpg City/Hwy, TU10003 ...$24,988
2020 Ford Edge ST
2.7L V-6 cyl Engine, Automatic, 34,588 miles, 19/26 mpg City/Hwy, TU10186 ....$35,888
2019 Ford Escape SE
1.5L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 63,856 miles, 22/28 mpg City/Hwy, TU10160 .....$22,999
2022 Ford Escape SEL
2.0L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 1,802 miles, 22/31 mpg City/Hwy, U10159 .........$38,540
2020 Ford Expedition Platinum
3.5L V-6 cyl Engine, Automatic, 6,736 miles, 17/22 mpg City/Hwy, TU3731 ........$58,888
2018 Ford Explorer Base
2.3L I-4 cyl Engine, Automatic, 46,053 miles, 18/25 mpg City/Hwy,  TU10216 ....$24,999

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating 
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and 
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

BOSTON — In recog-
nition of  their outstand-
ing academic achieve-
ment, Emmanuel 
College has named 
more than 800 students 
to the Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2022 semester. 
To earn a spot on the 
Dean’s List, Emmanuel 
students must achieve 
a grade point average 
of  3.5 or higher for a 
16-credit semester. 

Local students honored 
include:

Madeline Hollett of  
Charlton 

Carly Snyder of  
Charlton 

Emmanuel College is 
a co-educational, resi-
dential institution with 
a 17-acre campus in the 
heart of  Boston’s educa-
tional, scientific, cultur-
al and medical commu-
nities. Enrolling more 
than 2,000 undergrad-

uate and graduate stu-
dents, the College pro-
vides boundless oppor-
tunities for students 
to expand their world-
view through rigorous 
coursework, significant 
internship and career 
opportunities through-
out the Boston area and 
beyond, collaborations 
with distinguished 
and dedicated faculty, 
and participation in a 
dynamic campus com-

munity. Emmanuel’s 
more than 70 programs 
in the sciences, liberal 
arts, business, nursing, 
and education foster 
spirited discourse and 
substantive learning 
experiences that honor 
the College’s Catholic 
educational mission 
to educate the whole 
person and provide an 
ethical and relevant 
21st-century education.

Emmanuel College announces Dean’s List Gina Yu named to dean’s list at 
Tufts University

MEDFORD — Gina Yu of  Southbridge, Class of  2023, was 
named to the dean’s list at Tufts University for the Fall 2022 
semester. Dean’s list honors at Tufts University require a 
semester grade point average of  3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, located on campuses in Boston, Medford/
Somerville, and Grafton, Massachusetts, and in Talloires, 
France, is recognized among the premier research universi-
ties in the United States. Tufts enjoys a global reputation for 
academic excellence and for the preparation of  students as 
leaders in a wide range of  professions. A growing number 
of  innovative teaching and research initiatives span all Tufts 
campuses, and collaboration among the faculty and students 
in the undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs 
across the university’s schools is widely encouraged.
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